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LIFE    OF    EDMUND    BURKE. 


LIFE 

OF 

THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

EDMUND   BURKE. 


EDMUND  BURKE  was  the  second  Sliackleton  and  the  illustrious  pupil  ot 
•on  of  a  respectable  attorney  at  Dublin,  his  venerable  father, 
and  his  mother  came  of  the  ancient  family  Before  Edm itnd  Burke  left  this  school, 
of  the  Nagles.  He  was  bom  on  the  1st  his  elder  brother  died ;  which  event,  is 
of  January,  (old  style,)  m  the  year  1730;  said  to  have  occasioned  his  removal  to 
and  when  very  young,  was  sent  to  the  Trinity  College,  Dublin ;  but  this  is  a 
school  of  Balytore,  in  the  north  of  Ire-  mistake,  for  he  was  now  of  an  age  to  be 
jand,  then  kept  by  Abraham  Shackleton,  transplanted  thither,  and  as  his  original 
a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  or,  destination  was  the  law,  the  change  that 
as  thev  are  commonly  called,  duakers.  had  occurred  made  no  alteration  in  the 
Shackleton  was  a  classical  scholar  of  views  of  his  father.  At  college  he  had 
considerable  eminence,  and  a  man  of  en-  Goldsmith  for  one  of  his  cotemporariea^ 
Urged  mind,  who  devoted  himself  to  the  who  has  been  frequently  heara  to  de- 
impiovement  of  his  pupils  with  indefati-  dare  that  Burks  gave  no  extraordinary 
gable  application  and  conscientious  in-  promise  of  superior  talents  while  at  the 
icgrity.  His  seminary  was  Uie  nurseiy  university.  But  veracity  was  unfortu- 
01  many  great  characters,  who  have  nately  not  among  the  leading  virtues  of 
fijE!ured  conspicuously  at  the  bar,  m  the  Goldsmith  j  and  it  is  well  known^  that 
chnrch,  and  the  senate.  Here  Burkb  whenever  literar^r  reputation  came  m  the 
laid  in  a  solid  foundation  of  learning  ;  way  of  that  ingenious,  but  eccentric,  man, 
and,  beisidcs  Greek  and  Latin,  his  ex-  envy  always  got  the  better  of  good  nature, 
erciscs  in  which  save  him  a  decided  Goldsmith  could  not  endure  the  praises 
superiority  over  all  nis  contemporaneous  bestowed  upon  another  for  talents  which 
students,  ne  applied  to  the  reaoing  of  the  he  fancied  no  one  possessed  in  a  higher 
finest  English  authors  both  in  prose  and  degree  than  himself.  All  his  intimates 
verse.  Of  nis  earlv  habits  or  favorite  were  sensible  of  this  failing,  but  as  it 
pursuitsat  this  perioa  of  his  life,  however,  was  a  weakness  without  malevolence, 
we  know  but  Lttle ;  for  those  writers  who  his  harmless  vanity  onlv  excited  their 
have  professed  to  give  the  most  ample  mirth,  an^  no  one  ever  thought  it  worth 
and  exact  memoir  of  this  great  man,  were  his  while  to  resent  his  petulance.  The 
totally  ignorant  of  his  private  history,  observation  of  Goldsmith,  therefore,  re- 
and  even  unacquainted  with  his  person :  specting  the  academical  honors  of  hii 
whence  their  accounts  of  his  youthful  fnend^  is  in  itself  undeserving  of  notice j 
oocapations  may  safely  be  passed  over  but  since  it  has  been  broumit  forwait^ 
as  the  fictions  of  conjectural  biography,  truth  requires  that  it  should  be  repelled  ; 
Yet  it  is  certain  that  the  attainments  of  and  this  is  easily  done,  for  the  late  Dr. 
BvRKc,  while  at  the  school  of  Balvtore,  Thomas  Leland,  a  much  better  judge  of 
were  extensive  and  valuable ;  and  it  is  learning  than  Goldsmith,  never  mention- 
equally  honorable  to  him  and  his  precep-  ed  the  name  of  EIdmund  Burke  without 
tor,  that  through  life  they  mutually  re-  a  fond  recurrence  to  the  brilliant  emana- 
spected  each  other,  which  was  manifest-  tions  of  his  opening  genius,  witnessed 
3d  by  the  correspondence  carried  on  be-  inter  sylvas  aeoaemt,  when  he  war  himself 
tween  the  son  and  successor  of  Abraham  a  fellow  and  tutor  of  Trinity  Col/cge. 


fi  LIFE  OF  EDMUND  BURKE. 

A  little  before  hQ  left  the  university,  unsuccessful  need  not  to  be  wondered 

Burke  gave  a  happy  display  of  his  ta-  at ;  and  it  would  have  been  suipriaing 

lent  for  imitative  composition,  in  a  series  indeed,  if  the  event  had  proved  other- 

of  essays,  written  so  closely  in  the  man-  wise,  considering  the  youth  of  the  cand^ 

ner  of  Charles  Lucas,  a  politicxd  apothe-  date,  and  his  being  a  total  stranger  to  the 

cary  of  Dublin,  that  while  they  imposed  university.     But  Oiough  we  have  not  the 

upon  the  admirers  of  that  noisy  patriot,  means  of  refuting  the  story,  entirely,  by 

they  at  the  same  time  turned  the  prin-  direct  proof,  the  improbability  of  it  may 

ci^^les  of  their  idol  into  ridicule,  by  expo-  easily  be  shown  ;  tor  in  the  year  175K 

sing  the  consequences  which  necessarily  Adam  Smith  was  elected  professor  oi 

flowed  from  them.     This  Lucas  was  a  logic,  and  the  year  following  he  remoyed 

turbulent  demagogue,  who  af^ted  the  to  the  chair  of  moral  phuosophy.  tbeii 

character  of  a  rc^rmer,  and  so  far  sue-  vacant    by    the  death    of  Dr.   Francie 

ecedcd,  as  first  to  become  an  object  of  Hutchceon. 

prosecution,  which  made  him  popular ;  It  must  have  been  on  this  oocason 

then  he  procured  a  doctor's  degree  from  therefore  that  Burke  became,  if  ever  lie 

t  Scotch  oniversity  ;  next  got  himself  did  become,  candidate  for  a  professorahip 

chosen  an  alderman  of  Dublin  ;    after  at  Glasgow,  and  yet  he  was  at  this  tmie 

which  he  obtained  a  seat  in  the  Irish  only  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  witlir 

House  of  Commons,  and  then  sunk  again  out  a  degree,  in  any  faculty,  to  warrant 

into  his  original  obscurity  and  contempt,  his  pretensions.    But  farther,  when  Smiih 

Victory  over  such  an  opponent  as  this  pubushed  in  1 759,  his  **  Theory  of  Moral 

could  hardly  be  productive  of  glory,  and  Sentiments,"  Hume  wrote  hmi  a  long 

therefore  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  letter,  in  which  amons  other  literal^  in- 

these  early  effusions  of  Burke's  versa-  telligence,  he  speaks  of  Burke,  as  an  mg^ 

tile  powers  should  long  since  have  been  nious  young  Irishman,  hitherto  unknown 

consigned  to  oblivion  :    neither  perhaps  and  recently  started  into  notice,  yet  withr 

is  it  to  be  regretted,  that  hitherto  none  out  once  adverting  to  his  having  been  a 

of  the  hunters  of  literary  reUcs  should  competitor  for  the  logical  professorriiip,  a 

have  succeeded  in  bringing  them  to  light,  circumstance  which  he  would  hardly  naTe 

It  is  deserving  of  remark,  however,  uat  omitted  to  mention,  if  it  had  onlr  been 

the  only  controversies  in  which  Burke  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  his  mend's 

has  been  known  to  have  engaged,  had  memory. 

for  their  object  the  detection  of  sophistry.  Early  in  1753,  Burke  was  in  London, 

and  the  prevention  of  anarchy.  as  a  student  of  the  Middle  Temple,  where 

He  was  now  in  his  twentieth  year,  and  he  appUed  to  the  law  with  his  wonted 
from  this  period  to  his  settlement  in  Eng-  assiduity ;  but  as  his  finances  wera  ex- 
land,  a  chasm  occurs  in  his  history  whidi  tremely  narrow,  he  had  recourse  to  Ins 
we  have  not  the  means  of  filling  up  satis-  genius  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  foi^ 
factorily.  Some  of  his  biographers  as-  tune,  in  other  words,  he  labonrni  for  tfcte 
sert,  that  he  came  to  London  direct  from  booksellers,  and  wrote  a  variety  of  pieoee. 
college,  while  others  assert,^at  he  went  chiefly  in  the  fleeting  periodical  works  of 
first  to  Glasgow,  where  he  ofiered  him-  the  day,  though  now  it  would  be  ntteiiy 
self  as  a  candidate  for  the  professorship  impossible  to  ascertain  any  of  these  fbgi- 
of  logic  in  that  university,  being  induced  tive  productions  of  his  pen  ;  for  such  wat 
Bo  to  do  by  seeing  a  placard  affixed  to  the  the  nexibility  of  his  powers,  in  adapting 
gate  of  the  old  college,  inviting  a  com-  his  style  to  the  occasion,  that  his  perroim* 
petition  for  the  vacant  chair,  although  the  ances,  unlike  those  of  his  great  fiiend 
successor  was  already  privately  chosen.  Johnson,  are  not  to  be  traced  by  the  arti- 
Burke,  it  seems,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  ficial  construction  of  the  sentences  or  the 
tale,  was  i^orant  of  this  esoteric  method  singular  tenuity  of  the  reasoning.  WhOe 
of  determining  an  academical  appoint-  Burke  was  thus  endeavouring,  with  Ian* 
ment,  and  therefore  tendered  his  services,  dable  diligence  to  eke  out  a  scanty  main- 
in  the  mere  confidence  of  his  qoalifica-  tenance  by  the  efibrts  of  his  pen,  tne  pnl^ 
tions  for  the  place,  without  making  any  lie  attention  was  drawn  to  the  writmgi 
inquiry  as  to  forms,  or  exerting  what  in-  and  character  of  Bolinbroke,  who  had 
terestne  could  make  among  the  electors,  but  recently  quitted  a  scene  where  bt 
That  under  such  circiinistances  he  was  had  played  many  parts^  with  inore  spleo 
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dov  than  credit  This  man,  aa  if  he  had  which  all  men  are  personally  interested, 
owed  mankind  a  grudge  for  those  disap-  and  of  which  there  are  few  who  cannot 
poiotments,  which  were  solely  owing  to  form  a  correct  opinion.  The  sceptical 
us  own  want  of  principle,  left  behind  pretender  to  philosophy,  in  his  attempts 
him  a  maeazane  of  mischief^  entrusted  to  to  overthrow  all  religion,  whether  natural 
the  care  oFone  of  his  most  hopeful  pupils,  or  revealed,  drew  his  arguments  entirely 
for  publication.  Mallet,  the  heir  to  this  from  the  abuses  which  superstition,  fa- 
preoous  deposit,  gave  out  such  reports  naticisra,  and  craft,  have,  in  various  ages, 
of  the  contents,  as  by  exciting  the  fears  devised  and  established  as  of  divine  pro- 
of the  pious,  and  the  expectations  of  scription.  This  fallacious  mode  of  rea* 
iceptics,  were  best  adapted  to  fill  his  sonmff,  indeed,  was  not  new,  but  it  was 
pockets  at  the  expense  of  credulity.  On  artfully  adapt(^d  to  cheat  people  of  light 
(be  day  when  the  cargo  of  infidehty  was  minds  out  of  their  faith,  oy  persuading 
tA  be  opened  to  the  public.  Mallet,  with  them  that  the  corruptions  so  prominently 
■obloahing  impudence,  dared  to  exclaim  exhibited,  were  the  necessary  consequen- 
in  the  shop  of  tne  publisher,  while  looking  ces  of  the  doctrines  which  they  had  been 
tt  bis  watch,  "In  half  an  hour,  Chnstian-  accustomed  to  regard  as  of  sacred  autho- 
itj  will  tremble.*'  Though  this  impious  rity.  Bolinbroke*s  riietorical  genius  gave 
boast  soon  teiminated  in  disgrace  and  him  many  advantages  in  throwing  a  dO" 
mortification,  it  is  certain  that  Uie  friends  lusive  glare  over  his  parodoxes ;  and  it 
of  religion  were  for  a  time  greatly  alarm-  was,  therefore,  reasonable  to  apprehend 
ed,  not  for  the  cause  of  truth,  which  they  that  the  boldness  of  his  assertions,  and 
knew  to  be  impregnable,  but  for  the  wef-  the  examples  adduced  for  their  support, 
&re  of  society.  A  host  of  writers,  there-  would  furnish  the  licentious  with  argu- 
fine,  came  forward  to  refute  the  sophistry  ments,  which  though  they  had  not  wit 
eontained  m  the  posthumous  works  of  enough  to  find  them  out  by  their  own  ex- 
Bolinbroke ;  which  in  a  short  space  sunk  ertions,  they  might  be  able  to  apply  with 
into  contempt  While,  however,  they  yet  destructive  effect,  to  stagger  the  princi- 
bovered  above  the  chaos  of  night,  and  ap-  pies  of  others.  As  an  antidote  to  this 
peared  poitentous  of  incalculable  evils,  pQison,  therefore,  Mr.  Burks  adopted 
Mr.  Burke,  then  young  and  unknown  Bolinbroke*s  own  plan  of  reasoning,  and 
to  the  worid,  hit  upon  a  method  of  at-  employed  it  to  shew  that  the  same  encr 
tack,  that  evinced  nis  own  incompara-  gies  which  were  used  for  the  destruction 
ble  powers,  and  completely  exposed  the  of  religion,  might  be  directed  with  equal 
cmp^  pret^isions  oi  the  peceased  infi-  succes^br  the  subversion  of  government; 
del.  Eariy  in  1756,  he  pubhshed,  *'A  and  that  specious  arguments  might  be  ad- 
Vindication  of  Natural  Society ;  or  a  duced  against  those  things,  which  they 
View  of  the  Miseries  and  Evils  arising  who  doubt  of  everything  else,  will  never 
to  Mankind  from  every  species  of  Arti-  permit  to  be  questioned. 

fioal  Society.    In  a  letter  to  Lord With  this  view  the  "Vindication  of 

By  a  late  Woble  Writer."    The  style  of  Natural  Society*'  came  out,  to  convincf 

Bolinbroke,  lofty,  declamatory  and  rapid,  mankind,  that  if  Revelation  is  an  impos- 

is  not  easy  of  imitation,  yet  so  closely  ture,  the  association  of  men  in  greater  or 

was  it  cai^t  in  the  present  instance,  lesser  communities  is  an  evil ;  and  that 

that  many  persons  were  deceived  into  if  the  one  bo,  as  the  unbelievers  say  it  is, 

the  bcliefl  that  the  pamphlet  was  a  genu-  a  tyranny  over  minds,  the  other  is,  in  an 

ine  production  of  this  celebrated  noble-  equal  or  rather  a  greater  degree,  a  pemi- 

man ;  and  some  there  were  who  actually  cious  despotism  over  persons. 

prused  it  above  his  best  performances.  To  support  this  paradox,  which  redu- 

It  was  soon  discovered,  however,  by  men  ces  mankind  at  once  to  the  savage  state, 

of  deeper  judgment,  that  the  anonymous  it  was  indispensable  that  the  author  should 

author  had  a  better  object  in  view,  than  be  dogmatic  in  his  assertions,  vehement 

that  of  availing  himself  of  a  popular  name  in  his  language,  and  copious  in  his  illus- 

to  impose  an  ingenious  fraud  upon  the  tradons,  otherwise  he  would  have  failed 

pobhc     They  saw  in  this^ini^ation  of  in  his  design,  and  hi?  imitation,  instead 

Bolinbroke,  the  best  confutation  of  his  of  counteracting,    would    rather    have 

delusive  mode  of  reasoning,  by  the  appli-  8trcnGi;thened  the  sophisms  of  Bolinbroke. 

cation  of  it  (o  a  point  of  experience,  in  Yet  it  is  too  remarkable  to  b^  passed 
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over  ill  silence,  that  at  a  subsequent  pe-  Hence  it  is  inferred  that  the  fonner  if  th« 

riod.  when  the  French  anarchists  were  source  of  the  Sublime,  as  the  latter  is  of 

busily  engaged  in  the  work  of  demoraliza-  the  Beautiful. 

tion,  some  of  their  ardent  admirers  in  this  Under  the  head  of  Society,  the  author 
country,  presumed  to  republish  the  "Yin-  considers  three  passions,  as  those  which 
dication  of  Natural  Society,*'  as  a  piece  cause  the  greatest  part  of  the  pleasure, 
of  serious  argument,  and  thus  endeavour-  which  we  take  in  tne  fine  arts,  namely, 
ed  to  pervert  the  irony  into  a  weapon  of  Sympathy,  Imitation,  and  Ambition.  The 
deadly  malignity  against  the  principles  second  part  of  the  inquiry  opens  with  a 
which  it  was  constructed  to  defend.  The  definition  of  the  passion,  caused  by  the 
ravages  of  war,  and  the  other  calamities  great  and  sublime  in  nature,  and  which 
whi<£  the  author  of  the  tract  has  so  forci-  m  its  highest  degree  is  astonishment,  or 
bly  pourtrayed,  these  visionaries,  to  call  "  that  state  of  the  soul  wherein  all  its  mo- 
them  by  no  worse  a  name,  would  fain  as-  tions  are  suspended,  with  some  degree  of 
cribe  to  the  social  state  and  the  legislative  horror.*'  This  leads  the  author  to  the 
principle,  as  the  necessary  results  of  what  consideration  of  Terror,  as  being  in  some 
they  are  pleased  to  deem  an  unnatural  mode  or  other,  the  great  instrument  in 
compact,  and  an  arbitrary  imposition,  producing  the  Sublime,  by  exalting  small, 
All  this  mi£^t  have  passed  as  the  dream  and  increasing  the  effects  of  large,  objects, 
of  political  madness,  had  it  not  been  This  position  is  illustrated  by  many  ap- 
for  the  barefaced  impudence  of  pressing  posite  examples,  particularly  by  the  neble 
Burke  into  a  service  which  no  man  ever  description  of  Death,  in  Milton,  a  portrait 
held  in  greater  abhorrence,  and  which  he,  which  is  justly  said  to  "astonish  with  its 
in  this  early  production  ofhis  pen,  actually  gloomy  pomp  and  expressive  uncertain- 
held  up  to  public  ridicule.  tyJ"    The  inquirer  then  enters  more  fully 

While  the  imitation  of  Bolinbrok^en-  and  minutely,  into  a  discussion  of  the  dif- 

gaged  the  public  attention,  and  continued  ference  between  Clearness  and  Obscuri- 

to  be  the  subject  of  general  discourse,  the  ty,  for  the  purpose  of  proxinjgf  that  the  latter 

Author  was  Dusily  employed  in  conduct-  generates  more  sublime  ideas  than  the 

ing  throuirh  the  press,  a  performance  of  K>rmer.     *'It  is  our  ignorance  of  thinj^s,** 

another  description,  entitled,  "A  Philoso-  says  he,  **that  causes  all  our  admiration, 

phical  Inquiry  into  the  Origin  of  our  Ideas  and  chiefly  excites  our  passions.    Know- 

of  the  SubUme  and  Beautiful**     This  ledge  and  acquaintance  make  the  most 

elegant  disquisition  which  appeared  with-  striking  causes  affect  but  little.    It  is  thus 

out  a  name  at  the  beginning  of  1757,  is  with  the  vulgar,  and  all  men  are  as  the 

divided  into  five  parts ;  the  first  is  devoted  vulgar  in  what  they  do  not  understand, 

to  an  examination  of  the  passions  imme-  The  ideas  of  eternity  and  infinity,  are 

diately  connected  with,  and  excited  by,  among  the  most  afiecting  we  have ;  and 

the  two  objects  of  investigation ;  in  the  yet  perhaps  there  is  nothing  of  which  we 

second  and  third  the  Author  enters  into  really  unoerstand  so  httle,  as  of  infbity 

a  minute  discussion  of  the  properties  of  and  eternity.**    Having  fixed  this  princi- 

those  things  in  nature,  whicn  produce  in  pie  firmly  by  uncontested  experience,  and 

us  ideas  of  the  Sublime  and  Beautiful,  an  appeal  to  universal  feeling,  the  auUior 

The  fourth  is  directed  to  the  physical  resolves  all  general  pri^tions  into  causes 

cause  by  which  those  properties  in  things  of  the  Sublime ;  such  as  Vacuity,  Dark- 

are  fitted  to  raise  correspondent  affections  ness.  Solitude,  Silence,  and  Extent    To 

in  the  mind ;  and  in  the  last  he  considers  the  idea  of  Vastness,  he  refers  in  some 

the  operation  of  words.  degree  another  impression,  that  of  Infinity 

The  inquiry  opens  by  establisliing  the  which  arises  when  we  do  not  see  the 

doctrine  of  a  distmction  between  positive  bounds  of  any  large  object,  or  when  its 

and  relative  pain  and  pleasure  jafler  which  parts  are  so  continued  to  any  indefinite 

the  passions  are  reduced  to  two  heads,  number,  that  the  imagination  meets  no 

those  ofself-nreservation,  and  those  of  so-  check  to  hinder  its  extending  them  at 

ciety.    To  the  first  of  these  principles  are  pleasure. 

referred  all  the  passions  which  have  their        Having  examined  extension,  the  authof 

origin  in  positive  pain,  and  relative  plea-  proceeds  to  consider  Light  and  Colours, 

sure ;  while  to  the  latter  are  assigned  all  He  observes  that  in  general^  Darkness  is 

the  relative  pains  and  positive  pleasures,  a  more  sublime  idea  uian  Light,  becaofle 
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iJm  latter  unless  it  be  unusually  s^endid,  us ;  we  may  every  moment  strike  against 

ii  of  too  common  occurrenco  to  aoect  the  some  dangerous  obstnictions ;  we  may 

mind.    On  the  same  principie  he  nuikes  fall  down  a  precipice,  the  first  step  w« 

doskyeolourSyOr  at  least  those  which  are  take;  and  if  an  enemy  approach,  we 

▼ery  strong,  causes  of  the  Sublime  in  pre>  know  not  in  what  quarter  to  defend  our- 

ference  to  those  which  are  light  and  oril-  selves;  in  such  a  case,  strength  is  no 

liant.  sure  protection ;  wisdom  can  only  act  by 

We  are  next  called  to  the  other  senses,  guess ;  the  boldest  are  staggered  ^  and  he 

the  principal  of  which  is  Hearing ;  and  who  would  pray  for  nothing  else  is  forced 

here,  conformable  to  the  general  doctrine,  to  pra)r  for  lighL 

great  loudness  is  stated  to  be  ^and  in  the  Having  largeljr  explicated  the  physical 

highest  degree,  while  intermitung  sounds,  cause  of  the  passion,  in  which  the  princi- 

the  cries  of  animals,  and  sudden  silence  pie  of  sublimity  originates,  the  inquirer 

are  considered,  according  to  circumstan-  proceeds  to  a  consideration  of  Love,  as 

ces,  as  accessory  causes  of  the  Sublime,  the  passion  naturally  produced  by  Beau- 

The  fourth  part  of  the  Inquiiy  treats  of  ty :  and  here  among  various  remarks  of 

the  connexion  which  subsists  between  uncommon  force  and  elegance,  is  one  on 

certain  qualities  in  bodies,  and  particular  the  contrast  between  small  and  vast  ob- 

emotions  of  the  human  mind,  in  order  to  iects,  which  cannot  easily  be  paralleled 

discover  the  efficient  cause  of  the  Sublime  by  anything  in  the  writings  of  ancient  or 

and  Beautiful.    In  the  course  of  this  ab-  modem  philosophers, 

itnue  disquisition,  the  bodily  efiects  of  The  filth  part  on  the  influence  of  Words, 

Pain  and  Terror   are  described,  from  is  no  less  argumentative  and  original  than 

whence  arises  a  question,  how  anylJiing  the  rest  of  the  Inquiiy.  In  this  part,  words 

allied  to  such  impressions  can  be  produc-  are  divided  into  three  clases. — The  first 

tive  of  delight    In  answer  to  this,  the  class  comprehends  those  which  are  a^e- 

aothor  obec^e^  that  inaction  is  a  very  ^ates,  or  such  as  represent  many  simple 

noxious  principle,  and  the  cause  of  many  ideas  united  by  nature  to  form  one  deter- 

dangerous  distempers  by  the  languor  it  minate  composition,  as  man,  horse,  tree, 

occasions ;  that  exeidse  which  resembles  &c    The  second  class  consists  of  words, 

labor  and  pain,  in  being  an  exertion  of  the  which  stand  for  one  simple  idea  of  such 

contracting  power  of  the  muscles,  is  the  compounds  and  no  more,  as  red,  blue, 

best  cure  for  dejection  and  spleen,  and  round,  square,  and  the  like ;  these  are 

that  therefore  it  is  aocompaiued  with  a  called  simple  abstract  words.   The  third 

denee  of  pleasure.  class  is  formed  by  an  arbitrary  union  of 

After  tlus  the  nature  of  Vision  comes  both  the  others,  and  of  the  various  rela- 

onder  examination,  in  order  to  shew  how  tions  between  them,  in  greater  or  less  dc 

bodies  of  vast  dimensions,  are  capable  of  grees  of  complerity  ;    as  virtue,  honor, 

exciting  the  contraction  or  tension  of  the  persuasion,   magistrate,   and    the   like, 

nerves;  which  property  is  attributed  to  These  last  are  the  compound  abstract 

the  impressions  made  on  the  eye,  by  the  words,  of  which  the  author  says,  that  not 

rays  reflected  back  upon  it  from  those  being  real  essences,  they  harldly  cause 

olMecta.  any  real  ideas.  This,  however, is  a  doubt- 

The  Iiiquiiy  is  next  directed  to  the  ful  position,  and  somewhat  paradoxical, 

nature  of  Succession,  and  the  uniformity  for  surely,  though   determinate  images 

of  Sounds  in  order  to  explain  their  efiects,  cannot  be  raised  in  the  mind  by  such 

and  the  analogy  between  them  and  vist-  terms,  simply  expressed,  it  seems  too  far 

ble  things.    Our  author  now  enters  into  from  a  just  conclusion,  that  no  ideas 

contact  with  Locke  on  the  subject  ofDark-  whatever  are  suggested  by  them.    Virtue 

t^eo,  which  that  great  writer  says,  does  for  instance  is  a  word  that  cannot  excite 

not  naturally  convey  an  idea  of  terror,  an  image,  or  be  embodied,  as  it  were,  to 

Mr.  BuaxE,  on  the  contrary,  maintains  the  mind*s  eye,  yet  where  is  the  person 

that  there  is  an  association  which  makes  of  understanding,  who  is  destitute  of  an 

obscurity  terrible,  and  he  supports  his  idea  of  what  is  meant  by  the  expression, 

opinion  by  an  appeal  to  experience ;  for  thouj^h  it  is  out  of  his  power  to  give  a 

in  utter  darkness,  it  is  impossible  to  know  precise  definition  of  it. 

in  what  degree  of  safe^  we  stand ;  we  There  is  another  questionable  assertion 

are  ignorant  of  the  objects  that  surround  in  tliis  part,  and  that  is  where  the  tnge 
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luous  author  says,  *<  So  little  doei  Poetry  Emopeon  Settlements  in  Ameriea^" 
depend  for  its  enfect  on  the  power  of  which  the  public  voice  lone  concuired  m 
rmising  sensible  images,  that  I  am  con-  ascribing  to  Mr.  BirRKB,wi3iout  any  con- 
vinced it  would  lose  a  very  considerable  tiadiction  of  it  on  his  part ;  nor  was  it  till 
part  of  its  energy,  if  this  were  the  neces-  sometime  after  his  denuse,  that  his  richt 
sary  result  of  all  description — because  to  the  work  was  called  in  question.  That 
that  union  of  afiecttng^  words,  which  is  the  performance  was  worthy  of  his  pen, 
the  most  powerful  of  all  poetical  instru-  few  persons  who  have  read  it  caremUy 
roents,  would  frequently  lose  its  force  will  venture  to  deny;  and  certain  it  is 
along  witli  its  propriety,  and  consistency,  that  the  ablest  judges  of  literary  compo- 
if  the  sensible  images  were  always  ex-  sition,  and  those  me  most  intimate  with 
cited.**  Mr.  Burke,  very  readUy  acquiesced  in 

In  opposition  to  this  doctrine,  it  is  suffi-  the  general  opinion  of  its  origin.  The 
cient  to  adduce  the  authority  of  Longi-  Abbe  Raynal,  in  particular,  was  so  sen- 
nus,  to  whom  alone,  as  a  pnilosophi^  sible  of  the  value  of  this  histoiy  of  the 
critic,  is  Burke  inferior.  That  elegant  European  Colonies  in  America,  as  to  in- 
writer  in  his  section  on  imagery,  sav&  corporate  almost  Uie  whole  of  it  in  his 
"  Visions,  which  by  some  are  callea  own  elaborate  and  philosophical  work  on 
images,  contribute  very  much  to  the  the  Indies.  Another  publication,  but  of 
weight,  magnificence,  and  force  of  com-  a  more  permanent  character,  which  at  this 
position.  The  name  of  an  image  is  gene-  period  did  credit  to  the  fertile  genius  and 
rally  given  to  any  idea,  however  repre-  mdefatigable  industry  of  Burke,  was  the 
sented  to  the  mind,  which  is  oommumca*  Annual  Register.  There  is  reason  to  be- 
ble  to  others  by  discourse :  but  a  more  lieve^  that  the  idea  of  this  valuable  oom- 
particular  sense  of  it  has  now  become  pilation,  suggested  itself  during  the  pro- 
prevalent  :  when  for  instance,  the  imagi-  gress  of  the  preceding  histoiy,  occasioned 
nation  is  so  warmed  and  afiected,  that  by  the  difficulties  which  the  author  found 
you  seem  to  behold  yourself,  the  very  in  his  research,  after  the  facts  necessary 
things  you  are  describing,  and  to  display  for  die  elucidation  of  his  subject  Upon 
them  to  the  life,  before  the  eyes  of  an  au-  this  he  drew  up  the  plan  of  a  yearly 
dience.  Rhetorical  and  poetical  images,  volume,  to  contain  a  digested  record  of 
however,  have  a  difierent  object ;  the  foreign  and  domestic  events ;  an  arrange- 
design  of  the  latter  is  surprise,  that  of  the  ment  of  public  papers  with  other  docu* 
former  is  perspicuity.''                         ^  mentaiy  matter ;  and  extracts  from  new 

Thus  tne  greatest  critic  of  antiquity,  books  of  importance,  illustrative  of  the 
.  eld  imagery  to  be  the  hi^est  efiect  ot  literary,  scientific,  and  political  history  ot 
'.nental  exertion  ;  whereas  our  illustrious  the  times.  The  plan  being  submitted  to 
modem  will  not  allow  that  Poetry  can  Dodsley,  was  readily  adopted  by  that 
with  any  propriety  be  called  an  art  of  active  publisher,  ana  in  the  month  of 
imitation  ;  in  which  opinion,  we  believe,  Jane  1759,  the  first  volume  made  its  ap- 
he  has  had  but  few  if  any  followers.  Nor  peaiance,  all  the  original  matter  of  which 
indeed  has  the  principal  doctrine  of  his  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Burke,  who  con- 
admirable  work,  that  of  making  Terror  tinned  to  write  the  historical  part,  and  to 
the  great  cause  of  the  Sublime,  been  superintend  the  whole  collection  for  many 
auflfered  to  pass  without  contradiction,  years  afterwards, 
and  some  wnters  of  late,  have  held  it  up  These  laborious  exertions,  which  had 
to  ridicule  in  a  manner,  wliich  shows  for  their  object,  the  attainment  of  an 
more  malignity  than  acumen.  To  the  honorable  independence,  produced  a  de- 
seoond  edition  of  the  Inquiry,  the  author  bility  in  the  frame  of  Mr.  Burke,  that 
prefixed  an  excellent  discourse  concern-  gave  great  alarm  to  his  fiiends.  Among 
ng  Taste,  which  faculty  he  does  not  pre-  uiese  was  Dr.  Christopher  Nugent,  a  phy- 
■ome  to  describe  by  a  formal  definition,  sician,  and  brother  to  Dr.^  Thomas  Nu- 
though  he  ascribes  to  it  the  general  power  gent,  an  author  by  profession,  but  chiefly 
of  forming  a  judgment  on  works  of  imagi-  known  to  the  UtmiW  world  by  his  excel- 
nation  aira  tne  arts.  lent  translations.    Both  these  gentlemen 

In  the  same  year  with  this  original  were  the  countrymen  of  Burki^  ff^^ 

Treatise,  came  out,  a  compilation  in  two  admirera  of  his  talents,  and  zealous^  in 

vulnmes,  entitled,  "  An  Account  of  the  promoting  his  interests.    On  perceiving 


UPB  OF  EDMUND  BUILKB.  fit 

.fie  mroed  which  an  incessant  applieatioD  fined  himself  to  a  subject  of  graeral  in 
ro  study  had  made  in  his  constitution,  the  terest  He  entered  into  the  (Question  of 
bencTolent  pfajrsician  earnesdy  intreated  peace  with  ardour,  and  in  some  able 
Mm  to  quit  his  chambers  in  the  Temple,  pamphlets,  endeavoured  to  impress  upon 
ind  take  apartments  in  his  house.  This  the  minds  of  ministers,  the  necessity  of 
proposition  was  complied  with,  and  the  adding  to  our  colonial  strength  in  the 
good  effects  of  it  soon  appeared  in  the  West  Indies^  by  extending  our  posses- 
renovation  of  health  and  strength.  But  sions  in  the  vicinity.  Most  of  the  tracts 
another  conseqw>nce  resulted  firom  it,  and  which  he  published  on  this  occasion  are 
that  was  a  sympathetic  affection  between  now  lost,  or  forgotten ;  since  up  to  tins 
ibe  invalid,  and  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Nu-  period,  and  beyond  it,  he  never  aflSxed  his 
gent :  which,  within  a  short  space,  termi-  name  to  any  of  his  publications.  But  the 
nated  in  a  montage  ;  and  though  the  performances  of  which  we  are  speakings 
yoong  lady  had  not  a  shilling  of  portion,  were  known  to  Johnson,  througn  whom 
a  happier  couple  never  exist^  insomuch  the  author  became  introduced  to  Mr. 
that  to  the  end  of  his  days,  Mr.  Burkr  William  Fitzherbert,  the  father  of  lord 
was  wont  to  say  to  his  fnends,  that « In  St.  Helens.  This  gentleman  who  was 
all  the  anxious  moments  of  his  public  life,  member  of  parliament  for  the  town  of 
every  care  vanished  when  he  entered  his  Derby,  brought  Mr.  Burke  acquainted 
own  house."  with  the  marquis  of  Rockingham  and 

But  though  this  alliance  was  not  lucra-  lord  Vemey,  at  the  very  time  when  the 
tive,  it  was  extremely  fortunate,  by  bring-  former  of  those  noblemen  became  the 
ing  our  author  into  an  extensive  curie  of  head  of  a  party,  which  in  a  short  time 
acanaintance,oonsistinff  of  persons  in  the  effected  a  change  in  the  administration, 
highest  stations,  and  others  of  established  The  measures  of  Mr.  George  Grenville, 
didit  in  the  world  of  letters.  The  beno-  particularly  in  regard  to  the  imposition 
fit  of  these  connexions  was  quickly  felt,  of  a  Stamp  Duty  in  America,  givme 
and  when  the  earl  of  Halifax  was  appoint-  general  ofience,  occasioned  his  dismissd 
ed  at  the  besinnins  of  October,  1761,  to  m>m  office  at  the  beginning  of  1765 ;  and 
the  viceroyalty  of  Ireland,  Mr.  Burkb  in  the  new  arrangement  wmch  took  place, 
obtained  a  situation  in  his  suite  as  one  of  the  marquis  of  Rockingham  was  made 
his  secretaries.  The  government  of  lord  first  lord  of  the  treasury.  This  was  a 
Halifax  lasted  only  a  few  months,  he  bebg  brilliant  prospect  to  Mr.  Burke,  for  he 
recalled  the  following  summer  to  take  an  was  immediately  appointed  private  secre- 
active  part  in  the  administration  at  home :  tanr  to  the  prime  imnister,  as  his  brother 
and  Mr.  Burke  returned  with  him,  having  William  was  to  general  Conway,  one  of 
previoasly  secured  a  pension  of  two  bun-  the  secretaries  of  state.  The  same  year, 
dred  a  year,  on  the  Irish  establishment  Mr.  Edmund  Burke  was  elected  into 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  enjoyed  any  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Wcndover, 
preferment  in  England,  at  this  time,  though  m  Buckinghamshire,  on  the  interest  of 
ns  friend  William  Gerard  Hamilton  con-  lord  Vemey.  This  administration  was 
tinned  in  favour  with  Lord  Hali&x,  and  formed  under  the  mediation  of  the  duke 
was  appmnted  his  under  secretary  of  state,  of  Cumberland,  with  the  co-operation  of 
Thatgentleman  is  said  to  have  soon  after-  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  who  it  was  ex- 
wards  quarrelled  with  Burkb  ;  who  in  pected  would  have  taken  the  lead  in  the 
consequence  threw  up  his  pension,  and  new  cabinet  But  the  old  statesman  de- 
once  more  had  recourse  to  nis  pen  for  a  clined  the  distinction,  when  the  honour 
support  The  feelings  of  the  public,  were  was  ofiered  to  him,  and  the  report  went 
at  tnis  period  much  agitated  by  the  asoen-  current  at  the  time,  that  during  the  settle- 
dency  of  lord  Bute,  and  the  prospect  of  a  ment,  he  plainly  told  the  marquis  of  Rock- 
peace,  so  that  the  field  of  politics  present-  ingham,  that  he  must  be  first  lord  of  the 
ed  an  abundance  of  matter  for  the  exer-  treasury,  and  that  when  his  lordship  ob- 
cise  of  a  mind  stored  with  refliding,  inured  jected  to  the  appointment,  on  the  giv>und 
to  writing,  and  fertile  in  argument  of  inexperience,  his  grace  facetiously  an- 

BuRKE,  however,  had  the  good  sense  swered:  ''It  does  not  signify,  marquis, 

and  magnanimity,  notwithstanding  the  firat  lord  of  the  treasury  you  must  be  r 

neglect  whi<^  he  had  experienced,  to  care  shall  betaken  to  appoint  proper  per 

BWioid  the  vulgar  topic  of  the  day,  and  oon-  sons  to  assist  your  lordsnip  in  the  busineas 
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of  your  department ;  and  as  to  the  dispo-  upon  principle,  reduced  the  ^uestkm  to  a 

sal  of  the  places  in  jour  Iorddiip*s  power,  serious  dilemma.    The  admmistratioQ  to 

if  you  are  not  qualified  there,  I  am  ready  which  Mr.  Burke  belonged,  were  ihere^ 

to  undertake  t}>at  part  of  your  office  my-  lore  involved  in  difficulties,  out  of  which 

8el£"  it  was  scarcely  possible  to  escape,  without 

But  though  this  administration  was  giving  o^nce  at  home  or  abroad.  Some- 
formed  on  broad  principles,  and  compri-  thinff,  however,  was  to  be  dobe,  and  the 
sed  men  whose  integrity  could  not  be  method  adopted  appeared  no  doubt  in  the 
called  in  question,  it  was  far  from  giving  minds  of  the  projectors  best  calculated  tii 
satisfaction  to  the  people,  who  were  then,  allay  the  ferment  that  had  been  excited, 
as  they  had  been  indeed  for  Uie  space  of  and  to  pacify  all  parties  on  both  sides  of 
four  years  prior,  in  a  state  of  high  politi-  the  Atlantic  But  they  were  mistaken, 
cal  fever.  Much  scurrility  was  thrown  for  though  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act 
out  at  the  expense  of  some  of  the  mem-  was  conciliatory,  the  act  which  accompa- 
bers,  and  amonjg  tlie  rest  the  two  Burxbs  nled  it,  asserting  the  right  of  parliament  to 
came  m  for  theur  share  of  abuse.  It  was  legislate  for  the  colonies  in  eveiything, 
roundljT  averred  that  Edmund  was  a  con-  omy  added  fresh  fuel  to  the  fire.  There 
ccalod  Jesuit,  and  that  William  had  borne  was  certainty  much  inconsistency  in  this 
arms  in  the  rebellion  of  1745 ;  though  it  proceeding,  m  which  light  it  was  viewed 
was  well  known  that  the  former  was  edu-  by  the  Americans^  who  bad  sense  enougti 
cated  first  in  a  Protestant  seminary,  and  to  perceive  that  it  was  in  fact  nothing 
next  in  the  college  of  Dublin,  and  t^t  his  more  than  a  temporary  piece  of  policy, 
brother  was  not  more  than  twelve  years  intended  to  last  iust  as  long  and  no  longer 
old  at  the  period  when  he  was  said  to  than  as  it  suited  the  purposes  of  the  con- 
have  joined  the  standard  of  the  Preten-  trivers.  Xhcre  were  various  opinions  as 
der.  This  miserable  calumny  arose  from  to  the  direct  author  of  this  goodhr  scheme, 
the  circumstance  of  the  marriage  of  Ed-  but  the  common  one  hitherto  nas  been, 
MUND  Burks  into  a  Roman  Catholic  that  it  emanated  from  the  active  mind  of 
family,  but  all  the  branches  of  his  own,  Mr.  Burke,  who  certainly  considered  it 
as  well  as  himself  were  members  of  the  one  of  the  beneficial  acts  of  the  party  witli 
Elstablished  Church.  whom  he  was  connected.    Others^  how- 

The  proceedings  of  this  administration  ever,  entertained  a  dif&rent  opimon  of 

belong  properly  to  history,  and  could  not  its  merits,  and  the  administration  from 

well  be  compressed  into  a  narrative  of  whence  it  proceeded  became  so  unpopu- 

this  brief  description.    It  was  soon  obvi-  lar,  that  within  the  space  of  twelve  months 

ous,  however,  tnat  the  fabric,  whatever  it  was  compelled  to  give  place  to  a  set  of 

might  be  the  intentions  of  those  who  pro-  men  formed  under  the  auspices  of  Mr. 

jccted,  or  of  the  persons  who  composed  Pitt,  who  became  a  peer,  and  keeper  of 

It,  was  too  feeble  to  last  long;  and  the  the  privy  seaL    This  change  was  a  great 

death  of  the  duke  of  Cumbeiland  within  blow  to  Mr.  Burke,  who  retired  ut)m 

four  months  afler  its  formation,  gave  it  a  office  without  having  secured  a  pension : 

shock  that  could  not  be  repaired.   During  but  in  this  disinterested  conduct  he  dia 

its  existence  much  vigour  was  manifest-  not  stand  alone,  for  the  whole  body  of  his 

ed,  and  many  designs  were  laid  for  the  collea^es  threw  up  their  places  on  the 

correction  of  abuses,  the  encouragement  same  independent  principle.    The  new 

of  trade,  and  above  all  for  the  conciliation  cabinet  gave  as  little  satisfaction  to  tiio 

of  the  American  colonies.    But  in  pursu-  nation  as  that  which  had  been  so  unffra- 

ing  the  last  measure  the  new  ministers  ciously  dismissed ;  and  the  earl  of  Chat- 

were  very  unfortunate.    The  Grenville  ham,  who  had  been  so  long  the  populai 

party  were  for  enforcing  the  Stamp  ENity  favourite,  was  now  made  the  obiect  of 

by  coercion,  not  so  much  perhaps  in  re-  continual  abuse  in  pamphlets  ana  news- 

gard  to  the  lucrative  advantages  of  that  papers.     Even  his  brother-in-law,  earl 

particdar  branch  of  revenue,  as  from  a  Temple,  not  only  refused  to  take  a  part 

desire  to  cany  forward  a  general  system  in  this  motley  administration,  but  pubusli- 

of  colonial  taxation.     Mr.  Pitt,  and  his  ed  a  severe  diatribe  on  the  conduct  of  hia 

numerous  adherents,  on  the  contrary  de-  noble  relative,  who  was  cliarged  by  him 

nied  the  right  of  the  British  parliament  to  in  plain  terms  with  aiming  at  a  perpetual 

tax  the  CMonies  at  all,  and  this  conflict,  dictatorship. 
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ft^  was  Mx>n  seen,  and  pretty  ^nerally  of  his  eloquence,  with  unceasing  vigour 

admitted,  that  whatever  errors  mi^ht  have  in  the  house  of  commons,  ana  at  the 

been  committed  by  the  former  mmisters,  same  time  follow^  up  his  attacks  with 

little,  if  anjTthing  was  samed  by  their  re-  equal  power  through  the  medium  of  die 

moval ;   and  thouch  the  talents  of  the  press. 

prime  mover  of  the  machine  were  un-  Immediately  after  his  dismissal  from 
questionably  mat,  they  were  rendered  in  office,  he  published  "  A  Short  History  of 
a  considerable  degree  inefficient,  by  the  a  late  Short  Administration,"  which  was 
confessed  imbecility  of  several  of  his  a»-  printed  on  a  broad  sheet,  and  very  widely 
sodates.  The  descrip^on  which  Mr.  distributed  throughoutthe  empire,  m  order 
BuHEE,  some  years  afterwards  in  a  fa-  to  make  the  nation  sensible  of  the  great 
moos  speech  gave  of  this  heterogeneous  loss  it  had  sustained,  by  the  extinction  of 
composition,  though  highly  ludicrous,  was  measures,  which  had  been  partially  com- 
pcrfectly  correct  Having  defended  the  menced  for  the  encouragement  oi  trade, 
phalanx  to  which  he  belonged,  and  be-  and  the  restoration  of  tranquillity, 
stowed  some  encomiums  upon  the  per-  On  the  rising  of  parliament  this  year, 
sooal  character  of  the  venerable  lord  Chat-  Mr.  Bureb  finding  himself  disengaged 
ham,  he  proceeded  to  animadvert  upon  his  from  public  business,  visited  his  native 
public  conduct  at  the  period  in  question,  island,  where  he  renewed  many  of  those 
"  For  a  wise  man,  he  seemed  to  me  at  the  agreeable  connexions,  which  he  had  form- 
time,"  says  Mr.  Buree,  "to  be  governed  ed  in  his  earlier  years,  and  which,  to  his 
too  much  by  general  maxims.  I  speak  honor,  he  cherished  through  life,  with  sin- 
wilh  the  firceoom  of  histoiy,  and  I  nope  cere  and  warm  affection,  even  when  his 
without  offence.  One  or  two  of  these  friends  became  opposed  to  him  in  politi- 
raaxims,  flowing  from  an  opinion,  not  the  cal  sentiments. 

most  indulgent  to  our  unhappy  species,        On  the  dissolution  of  parliament,  in 

and  surely  a  little  too  genera),  led  hun  1768,  Mr.  Buree  was  again  return^  for 

into  measures,  that  were  greatly  mischie-  Wendoven  and  it  is  not  a  little  remarka- 

vous  to  himself;   and,  for  that  reason  ble,  that  Mr.  Fox,  who  now  came  into  th« 

among  others,  perhaps  fatal  to  his  coun-  house  of  commons  for  the  first  time,  began 

tiy ;  measures,  the  efi^ts  of  which,  I  his  oratorical  career  by  encountering  the 

am  afraid,  are  for  ever  incurable.    He  formidable  powers  ofthe  man,  with  whom 

made  an  administration  so  chequered  and  he  not  long  afterwards  formed  an  alliance, 

speckled ;  he  put  together  a  piece  of  join-  Mr.  Fox  was  now  an  adherent  ofthe  mi- 

ery,  ao  crossly  indented  and  whimsically  nisters,  and  an  opponent  of  those  doctrines 

dove-tailed ;  a  cabinet  so  variously  inlaid ;  which  he  at  a  maturer  age  zealously  de- 

Budi  a  piece  of  diversified  mosaic;  such  fended.    The  £^at  question  which  then 

a  tessellated  pavement  without  cement,  divided  the  public,  was  the  right  of  par 

here  a  bit  of  black  stone,  and  there  a  bit  liament  to  expel  Wilkes  for  his  libels 

of  white;  patriots  and  couctiers;  king's  Buree  took  the  popular  side  ofthe  argu 

friends  ana  republicans ;  whigs  and  to-  ment,  and  Fox  as  strenuously  maintained 

ties;  treacherous  friends  and  open  ene-  thatthe  voice  of  the  people  was  only  to  be 

mies ;  that  it  was  indeed  a  very  curious  heard  m  the  house  of  commons.    Th^ 

show,  but  utteriy  unsafe  to  touch,  and  nation  was  thrown  into  a  violent  ferment 

unsure  to  stand  on.     The  colleagues,  by  this  impolitic,  though  perfecUy  legal, 

whom  he  had  assorted  at  the  same  boards,  measure,  and   while   it   engrossed   the 

ftared  at  each  other,  and  were  obligea  thoughts  of  all  parties,  a  writer  made  Us 

to  ask,  *Sir,  your  name? — Sir,  you  have  appearance,  who  through  the  medium  of 

the  advantage  of  me ;  Mr.  Such-a-one—  a  newspaper,  and  covered  with  a  mask 

I  beg  a  thousand  pardons.'—^!  venture  to  .  that  has  never  been  removed,  blew  up  the 

say,  It  did  so  happen,  that  persons  had  a  fiame  to  the  utmost  daring  of  sedition, 
single  cffice  divided  between  them,  who        It  was  very  evident  that  the  letters  of 

had  never  spoke  to  each  in  tibeir  lives  Junius  proceeded  from  one,  who  was  well 

until  they  found  themselves,  they  knew  acquainted  with  the  members  of  adminis- 

not  how,  pigging  together,   heads  and  tration,  and  owed  them  a  grudge  for  in- 

pobts,  in  tne  same  truckle  bed.*'  juries,  either  real  or  imagined,  which  the 

Against  this  administration  while  it  author  had  received  from  them.     Tho 

laat^  Mr.  Buree  directed  the  artillery  asperity  he  felt  running  through  thest 
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Sunotui  epistles,  was  sufficient  to  convince  an  exuberance  of  wit  and  an  ii 

every  unoiassed  reader,  that  blighted  am-  body  of  closely  connected  arguments, 

bition  and  deep  resentment  alone  gave  Soon  atler  this,  came  out  a  pamphlet, 

them  birth.  The  ascription  of  them,  there-  intituled  '*  Thoughts  on  the  Cause  of  the 

tore,  to  some  member'of  the  Rockingham  present  Discontents,"  in  which  Mr.  Burke 

party,  was  extremely  natural ;  and  upon  attempted  to  show,  that  for  several  years 

whom,  could  the  sespicion  of  being  Ju-  there  nad  existed  a  design  to  establish  a 

Nius  fall  with  so  much  weight  of  proba-  double  cabinet,  one  interior,  and  the  other 

bility  as  on  Burke  ?    His  abilities  were  exterior;  the  former  consisting  of  a  secret 

undoubted,   liis   address  in  varying  his  cabal  behind  the  throne,  and  the  latter  a 

style  to  suit  the  object  he  had  m  view  was  servile  set  of  ministers,  subservient  to 

well  known,  his  habit  of  writing  anony-  their  councils  and  disposable  at  their  plea« 

Hously  in  periodical  works  was  no  secret,  sure.    To  this  cause  were  boldly  ascribeu 

and  that  the  disappointment  which  he  had  the  frequent  changes  that  had  taken  place, 

experienced,  shomd  have  soured  his  tem-  and  the  consequent  distractions  which 

per  against  those  by  whom  it  was  occa-  prevailed  throughout  the  empire, 

sioned,  )vas  perfectly  reasonable.    On  all  There  was,  however,  more  rhetoric  than 

these  accounts  and  some  others,  little  less  truth  in  this  statement,  but  the  writer's 

plausible,  many  scrupled  not  to  aver  that .  aim  was  to  urge  the  combination  of  an 

the  letters  of  Junius  came  from  the  pen  open  aristocracy  of  power,  property,  and 

of  Burke,  and  we  know  that  even  the  talents,  on  popular  principles,  as  a  check 

acute  and  penetrating  mind  of  Johnson,  upon  the  crown.    This  plan  was  nothing 

actually  hung,  in  suspense  upon  the  point,  miore,  indeed,  than  a  recurrence  to  the  old 

until  Burke  tiimselr  spontaneously  disa-  system  of  jgoveming  the  national  councils 

vowed  them  with  some  degree  of  warmth,  by  the  weight  of  party,  which,  in  the  esti- 

Notwithstanding  this,  such  is  the  obsti-  mation  ofmany  good  friends  to  the  consti- 

nacy  of  credulity,  attempts  have  been  re-  tutional  liberty,  was  to  the  full,  as  objec- 

peatedly  made  to  establish  the  charge,  tionable  as  that  of  pretended  favouritism, 

though  the  persons  thus  uselessly  employ-  Though  this  performance  of  Mr.  Burke 

ed,  luid  no  more  light  to  throw  upon  tne  is  beautifuUy  fascinating  as  a  composition, 

subject,  than  their  predecessors  in  this  it  is  now  read  only  as  an  elegant  decla- 

idle  inquiry.    That  Burke  was  not  the  mation,  founded  upon  a  visionary  basis, 

author  of  the  letters,  we  ought  to  believe  and  calculated  to  serve  the  purposes  of  a 

upon  his  own  authority;  but  i[  that  be  poUtical  junto,  who  were  exasperated  by 

not  deemed  sufficient,  there  is  internal  the  loss  of  place,  and  wished  to  make  the 

evidence,  inore  than  abundant  to  satisfy  world  believe,  that  the  disgrace  they  had 

every  unbiassed  observer,  that  Junius  sufiered  arose  from  the  machmations  of  a 

must  be  sought  for  in  some  other  quar-  secret  faction  behind  the  throne, 

ter.  Mr.  Burke,  however,  lived  long  enough 

In  1769,  Mr.  Burke  published,  without  to  see  and  acknowledge  that  the  cause  to 

his  name,  which  as  we  have  already  ob-  which  he  had  ascribed  the  public  discon- 

served  was  his  usual  practice,  an  elabo-  tents,  was  the  mere  creature  of  the  unagi- 

rate  reply  to  a  pamphlet  written  by  Mr.  nation ;  and  that  no  such  private  council 

George  Grehville^  entitled  "The  Present  as  the  one  described  by  him  ever  had  an 

State  of  the  Nation."    That  gentleman  existence.    The  great  earl  of  Chatham 

drew  a  dismal  picture  of  the  finances  of  often  made  the  same  declaration,  though 

this  country,  and  as  extravagant  a  one  he  too,  for  political  reasons,  at  one  period 

of  the  resources  of  France,  with  a  view  gave  countenance  to  the  current  report, 

ofjustifyin^  his  own  measures,  when  m  About  the  time  when   Mr.  Burke's 

office,  particularly  in  regard  to  America,  pamphlet  came  out,  the  duke  of  Grafton, 

and  of  depreciating  those  of  the  succeed-  unable  to  resist  the  combination  of  talent 

ins  administrations.  that  was  made  against  his  administration, 

Mr.  Burke's  reply,  therefore,  was  rather  retired  ^m  office,  and  was  succeeded  by 
a  defence  of  his  own  party,  than  an  attack  lord  North,  whose  measures  gave  as  little 
upon  others ;  though  in  the  treatment  of  satisfaction  as  those  of  his  predecessor, 
his  subject,  which  he  managed  with  con-  Notwithstandiog  this,  that  nooleman  con- 
summate ability,  he  overwhdmed  the  hos-  tinued  to  hold  the  hebn  for  several  years, 
tile  ranks  to  which  he  was  opposed,  by  amidst  a  conflict  of  the  most  tremendoot 

\ 
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■agnituda     Am  Bitrke  was  the  most  gative  of  his  nature,  that  of  being  a 

poweifai  of  his  assailants,  so  the  brightest  gious  animal. 

of  his  speeches  were  those  which  he  de-  It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  that  Dr. 

fivered  in  the  house  of  commons,  on  the  Priestley  made  a  similar  observation  on 

disputes  with  America.   He  ridiculed  lord  the.  state  of  France;  for  when  he  was 

North  for  his  propositions  of  conciliation,  there  about  the  same  time  with  Mr.  Burke, 

and  attacked  him  with  unwearied  ardour  the  members  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences 

forpursuinff  a  contest  founded  on  the  veiy  to  whom  ho  was  introduced,  wondered 

right,  which  had  been  asserted  in  the  de-  how  a  man  of  his  free  sentiments  could 

daratory  act  of  lord  Rockingham's  ad-  believe  in  a  Deity, 

ministration,  and  of  which  there  can  be  no  Having  mentioned  Priestley,  it  may  be 

doubt  that  Mr.  Burke  was  himself  the  proper  to  remark,  thathe  and  Burke  were 

author.    Much,  therefore,  as  we  may  ad-  at  this  time  on  terms  of  intimacy,  having 

mit  the  briUiant  senius  of  this  eloquent,  contracted  an  acquaintance  at  the  table 

and  accomplished  statesman,  truth  com-  of  lord  Shelbume  with  whom  the  doctor 

pels  the  admission  that  he  was  here,  as  then  Uved  as  an  amanuensis.    The  fol- 

in  some  other  cases,  palpably  inconsis-  lowing  anecdote,  related  by  the  doctor  is 

tent  worth  inserting  in  this  place. — "On  the 

It  has  often  excited  surprise,  hoW  a  morning  of  the  day,  Januaij  29,  1774, 
minister,  of  the  easy  and  indolent  temper  when  the  cause  of  Dr.  Frankhn  was  to  be 
of  lord  North,  could  stem  the  torrent  heard  before  the  privy  council,  in  resard 
which  ran  impetuously  against  him  for  so  to  the  complaints  of  the  province  of  Mas- 
long  a  period.  Mr.  Burke,  once  partly  sachusetts  a^nst  their  governor,  I  met 
answered  this  question,  by  sajring,  on  Mr.  Burke  in  Parliament  Street,  accom- 
leaving  the  house  after  a  loud  and  stormy  panied  by  Dr.  Doudas,  afterwards  bishop 
debate,  in  which  the  minister  preserved  his  of  Salisbury.  After  introducing  us  to 
equanimity  and  humour  to  the  last,  "Well,  each  other  as  men  of  letters,  he  awed  me 
there's  no  denying  it,  gentlemen,  this  man  whither  I  was  gomg?  I  said  I  could  tell 
has  certainly  more  wit  and  good  nature  in  him  whither  1  wished  to  go.  He  then 
ium,  than  aU  of  us  put  together."  ask,ed  me  where  that  was,  I  said  to  the 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1772,'Mr.  Burke  privy  council,  but  that  I  was  afraid  I  could 
visited  the  French  capital,  where  he  was  not  get  admission.  He  then  desired  me 
mtrodnced  to  most  of  the  men  of  letters,  to  go  along  with  him.  Accordingly  I  did ; 
and  some  of  the  highest  persons  in  the  but  when  we  fiot  to  the  anti-room,  we 
church  and  state,  who  all  vied  with  each  found  it  quite  filled  with  persons  as  de- 
other  in  showing  their  respects  to  the  sirous  of  getting  admission  as  ourselyee. 
talents  of  the  illustrious  stranger.  During  Seemg  this,  I  said,  we  should  never  get 
his  stay  at  Paris,  diis  acute  observer  who  through  the  crowd.  He  said,  'Give  me 
made  human  nature  his  study,  could  not  your  arm :'  and  locking  it  fast  in  his,  he 
help  seeing  that  an  extensive  confederacy  soon  maae  his  way  to  the  door  of  the 
was  going  on  against  religion,  and  he  knew  privy  council.  I  then  said,  *  Mr.  Burkb 
Ifaat  if  it  succeeded,  the  most  fearful  con-  you  are  an  excellent  leader.'  He  replied,  *1 
iequeoces  would  result  to  the  injury  of  wish  other  persons  thought  so  toa'  After 
society.  On  his  return  home,  he  revolved  waiting  a  snort  time,  the  door  of  the  privy 
the  subject  in  his  mind,  and  the  more  he  councu  opened,  and  we  entered  the  first, 
considered  it  the  more  alarmed  were  his  when  Mr.  Burke  took  his  stand  beUnd 
feaw ;  on  which  account  he  took  an  op-  the  first  chair  next  to  the  president,  and  1 
portunity  of  pointing  out  the  progress  of  behind  that  the  next  to  his."  What  fol- 
Atheism  to  his  countrymen,  and  particu-  lows  is  a  narrative  of  the  proceeding  and 
lariy  the  government,  as  a  matter  calling  no  way  relative  to  the  suoject  of  this  me- 
fbr  the  most  vigilant  watchfiibess.    Mr.  moir. 

Burke  in  addr^sing  the  house,  observed,  At  the  close  of  the  session  of  pailia- 
Chat  he  was  not  over-fond  of  calling  in  the  ment  this  year,  a  dissolution  took  place, 
aid  of  the  secular  arm,  to  suppress  doo-  in  which  Mr.  Burke,  who  had  hitnerto 
trinea  and  opinions ;  but  he  tnought  that  sat  for  Wendover,  was  now  proposed^  to 
tf  ever  it  were  to  be  raised,  it  should  be  the  fireemen  of  Malton,  in  Yorkshin^ 
•gahist  those  enemies  of  their  kind,  who  upon  the  interest  of  the  marquis  of  Rook- 
would  tike  from  man  the  noblest  prero-  in^^iam.  The  election  had  but  just  finiilh 
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ed  when  a  depatation  of  merchants  came  Bvrkb,  when  it  came  to  his  turn  to  toeUL 

^m  Bristol  to  invite  Mr.  Burke  to  be-  manfully  refused  to  admit,  and  for  so 

oome  a  candidate  for  the  representation  doing  he   assigned  reasons,  which  the 

of  that  opulent  city.    This  was  an  unex-  writer  of  this  sketch  happens  to  know, 

pected  oner,  but  one  that  was  too  honor-  carried  conviction  home  to  many  of  his 

able  and  important  to  be  slighted.  hearers,  though  they  were  before  of  a 

Courtesy,  however,  required  an  atten-  different  opinion.    The  substance  of  his 

tion  to  forms^  and  Mr.  Burke  went  to  arg[uraent  was  this:  ^'Qovemment  and 

consult  his  friends,  who  were  then  sat  le^slation  are  matters  of  reason  and  jndg- 

down  to  dinner,  upon  the  line  of  conduct  ment,  and  not  of  inclination;  but  what 

be  should  pursue.    There  was  but  one  sort  of  reason  is  that,  in  which  the  detcp- 

opinion  on  the  matter,  for  all  present  were  mination precedes  the  discussion,  in  which 

attached  to  lord  Rockingham,  and  the  one  set  oi  men  deliberate  and  another  d^ 

present  was  an  opportunity  of  strensth-  cide  7  and  where  those  who  form  the  con- 

ening  the  common  cause  in  which  mey  elusion  are  perhaps  three  hundred  miles 

were  all  concerned.    Accordingly  a  com-  distant  from  those  who  hear  the  argu- 

pliance  vnth  the  Whigs  of  Bristol  was  ments?    Parliament"  said  Mr.  Burke, 

unanimously    recommended,    and   Mr.  "is  not  a  congress  of  ambassadors  from 

Burke,  after  taking  a  short  repast,  threw  different  and  hostile  interests ;  which  in- 

himself  into  a  post  chaise,  and  travelling  terests  each  must  maintain,  as  an  agent 

night  and  day,  reached  the  place  of  his  and  advocate,  against  other  agents  and 


Nugent)  and  Mr.  Brickdale  on  the  Tory  purposes,  not  local  prejudices  ought  to 

or  Hieh  Church  mterest,  and  Mr.  Cruger  guiae,  but  the  general  good,  resultmg  from 

and  Mr.  Burke  supported  by  the  dissen-  meffeneral  reason  of  the  whole.'' 

terfl  who  then  formed,  as  they  ever  have  Tx>  this  sound,  constitutional  doctrine, 

done,  a  commanding  influence  in  the  cor-  Mr.  Burke  invariably  adhered  through 

poration  and  representation  of  that  great  the  whole  of  his  parliamentary  history, 

city.    The  contest  on  this  occasion  was  though  some  perhaps  will  be  inclined  to 

anusuall)r  severe,  but  it  terminated  after  a  think  that  in  submitting  to  be  a  partizan 

scrutiny,  in  the  complete  triumph  of  the  he  deviated  nearly  as  much  on  the  other 

popular  candidates.  hand  from  the  true  principle  of  patriotism, 

Mr.  Burke's  speeches  to  the  electors  which  ought  to  distinguish  all  the  mem* 

were  yery  much  and  deservedly  admired,  hers  of  a  national  council.    It  is  a  ques- 

80,  that  thou^  he  was  the  second  in  the  tion  not  easily  answered,  whether  the  man 

return,  he  entirely  eclipsed  his  colleague,  who  enlists  in  the  trammels  of  a  party,  has 

^ruger  was  an  American  merchant,  who  mors  claim  to  public  respect^  than  ho  who 

6y  running  away  with  the  daughter  of  an  takes  the  dictum  of  his  constituents  for  the 

eminent  banker,  had  acqubed  considera-  absolute  rule  of  his  conduct    Certain  it 

ble  property  at  Bristol,  which  with  his  is,  howeyer,  that  though  the  one  has  more 

being  a^  native  of  New  York,  procured  scope  for  the  display  of  his  powers  than 

hiin  an  interest  that  he  was  ^  from  bdn^  the  other,  it  is  with  an  ill  grace  he  profes- 

entitled  to,  either  on  the  score  of  princi-  see  to  be  independent,  while  to  use  the 

pie  or  of  ability.     Of  the  extent  of  his  langusfe  of  Uoldsmith  concerning  his 

talent  he  cave  a  curious  specimen,  when  friend  Burke,  ^  He  gives  up  to  party  what 

after  an  Sequent  harangue  made  on  the  was  meant  for  mankind." 

Exchange,  by  his  associate,  finding  that  a  One  of  the  first  acts  of  this  great  man 

speech  was  called  for  fix>m  himself^  he  after  taking  his  seat  in  the  ensuing  se^ 

said,  "Gentlemen,  I  say  ditto  to  Mr.  sions,was  to  bring  forward  a  plan  of  con- 

Burke,  again  I  say,  ditto."^    This  was  at  dhation  with  America ;  the  basis  of  which 

the  beginning  of  the  election,  but  at  the  was  a  renunciation  of  the  right  of  parlia- 

dose  of  it  he  was  somewhat  better  pre-  ment,  to  lay  a  tax  upon  the  colonies,  and 

pared,  and  tola  nis  constituents  that  tneir  allowing  to  the  proymdal  assemblies  the 

wUl  should  be  his  rule,  and  that  in  all  privilege  of  making  such  grants  as  should 

limigs  be  should  yote  accor^ng  to  their  suit  their  respective  circumstances.   This 

dkMons.     This  slavish  principle  Mr.  scheme,  feasible  as  it  might  appear  to  tht 
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profector  and  his  frioidB,  fafled,  however,  particularly  those  of  Bristol,  that  they  set 
(A  make  an  impression  upon  the  houseu  every  ensme  at  work  to  prevent  a  mea 
and  therefore  au  the  propositions  founded  sure,  which  was  call^  for  by  the  exigency 
QDon  it,  were  rejected  by  a  great  majority,  of  the  times,  as  much  as  bj  the  principle 
When,  in  the  course  of  the  same  session,  of  natural  justice.  Burke  was  instructed 
the  measure  of  introducing  Gferman  troops  by  the  electors  of  Bristol  to  oppose  the 
was  adopted  without  the  consent  of  par-  bill,  but  he  had  the  manliness  to  venturtf 
Itament,  Mr.  Burke  lifted  up  his  voice  upon  risking  their  displeasure,  rather  thar 
with  powerful  eloquence  against  the  un-  pursue,  out  of  mere  policy,  a  line  of  con- 
constitutional  proceeding,  and  in  answer  duct  which  his  conscience  disapproved. 
to  Wedderbume^  the  solicitor  general,  He  wrote  two  letters  on  the  subject,  one  to 
who  defended  it  m  an  .elaborate  speech,  the  heads  of  a  private  commercial  house^ 
which  he  concluded  by  moving  the  pre*  and  the  other  to  the  master  of  the  compa- 
vious  question;  he  observed,  that  the  ny  of  merchant  adventurers,  in  both  which 
teamed  gentleman  had  ransacked  histoiy,  he  laid  down  the  most  solid  ynaxims  of 
statutes  and  journals,  and  had  taken  a  trade,  and  advanced  the  most  satisfactory 
veiy  long  journey,  as  was  usual  with  him,  reasons  in  support  of  the  legi|^tive  grant, 
through  which  he  did  not  wish  to  follow  which  they  reprobated.  ^ 
him,  but  he  Mras  always  glad  to  meet  him  These  arguments,  however,  were  thrown 
on  his  return  home.  ** Let  us"  said  Burke,  away  upon  minds  that  viewed  every  object 
**  strip  ofTthis  learned  foliage  entbely  from  through  the  discoloured  medium  of  preju- 
his  argument ;  let  us  unswathe  this  Egyp-  dice  and  self-interest  Two  other  steps 
tian  corpse,  and  bereave  it  of  its  salt,  gum,  of  Mr.  Burke,  which  while  they  did  bun 
and  mummy,  and  see  what  sort  of  a  dry  honour,  gave  great  o^ce  to  the  good 
skeleton  it  is  underneath — nothing  but  a  people  ofBristol :  where  Uie  part  he  took 
precedent !  The  gentleman  asseito,  that  m  regard  to  lord  Beauchamp*s  bill  for  the 
a  bill  only  can  declare  the  consent  of  par-  Relidf  of  Debtors,  and  his  vigorous  sup- 
liament — not  an  address-^not  a  resolution  port  of  sir  George  Savile^s  act  in  behalf 
of  the  hons^ ; — yet  he  thinks  that  a  reso-  of  the  Roman  Cathohcs.  This  last  mea 
Intion  of  the  house  would,  in  this  case,  be  sure,  though  nothing  more  than  what  had 
better  than  a  bill  of  indemnity :  so  that  been  long  called  for  by  every  principle  of 
we  find  a  bill  b  nothmg,  a  resolution  is  humanity,  policy,  and  right  produced  in 
Dotfaing — Qay,I  fear  our  liberty  is  nothing:  England  and  Scotland,  tnat  shameful 
and  that  ere  fong,  our  rights,  freedoin,  and  combination  of  sectarian  bipotry,  which, 
spirit,  nay  this  noose  itMlf  will  vanish,  in  under  the  specious  name  of  the  Protes- 
a  previous  questioiL"  tant  Association,  brought  an  indelible 
After  opposing  in  vain,  the  ineasures  stain  upon  the  country,  m  the  riots  of  the 
taken  by  government  for  the  subjugation  year  1780.^  Just  before  the  occurrence 
of  the  colonies,  Mr.  Burke  began  to  relax  of  those  dreadful  outrages,  Mr.  Burke 
in  his  eflbrts,  and  even  to  be  less  regular  brought  forward,  and  carried  his  motion 
in  lus  attendance  in  the  house ;  in  justifi-  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  *'For  the  better 
cation  of  which  conduct,  and  at  the  same  regulation  of  his  majesty's  civil  establish- 
time  to  express  his  entire  sense  of  the  ments,  and  of  certain  public  offices ;  for 
question  then  at  issue,  he  wrote  at  the  the  limitation  of  pensions,  and  the  sup- 
beginninff  of  1777,  a  letter  to  the  sherifis  pression  of  sundry  useless,  expensive,  and 
of  Bristm,  whidi  was  soon  afterwards  inconvenient  places,  and  for  applying  the 
printed  with  the  consent,  and  most  proba-  monies  saved  thereby  for  the  public  ser- 
bly  at  the  desire  of  the  author.   Hitherto  vice.'* 

perfect  harmony  had  subsisted  between  But  though  successful  in  this  popular 

nim  and  his  constituentSj  but  within  a  object,  it  had  not  the  effect  of  securing 

short  time  after  this,  a  serious  diflerence  his  return  for  Bristol  at  the  election  which 

arose,  which  insteaa  of  bemg  healed,  be-  took  place  in  the  same  year.    On  his  arri- 

came  wider  by  the  attempts  made  at  ex-  val  in  that  dty  after  the  dissolution  of  par* 

planation.    The  first  occasion  of  dislike  liainent,  he  found  an  opposition  raised 

given  by  Burke  to  the  citizens  of  Bristol,  a^famst  him,  which,  neither  the  power  of 

was  his  voting  in  fiivour  of  the  act  for  ex-  his  eloquence  nor  the  interest  of  bis  friends 

teiufinfftiie  Irish  trade.  Such  was  thenar-  could  overcome.     The  speech  of  Mr. 

row  spirit  of  the  En^^ish  merchants^  but  Burks  on  the  hustmgs^  in  vindication  of 
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his  pariiamentaiy  conduct,  was  indeed  a  America,  I  trust,  as  not  the  enemj  of 
masterly  piece  of  declamation,  but  it  made  England,  I  am  sure,  as  the  friend  of  man- 
so  little  impression  upon  the  hearers,  that  kind,  on  the  resolution  of  the  house  of 
after  a  short  struggle  he  deemed  it  pru-  commons,  carried  by  a  majority  of  nine 
dent  to  retire  from  the  contest  A  scat,  teen  at  two  o^dock  tnis  morning,  in  a  very 
however,  was  already  provided  for  him  by  fuU  house.  It  was  the  declaration  of  two 
his  great  patron^  and  Malton,  which  he  hundred  and  thirty-four:  I  think  it  was 
had  originally  <}mtted  for  Bristol,  now  re-  the  opinion  of  the  whole.  I  trust  it  will 
turned  him  without  any  difficulty.  It  lead  to  a  speedy.peace  between  the  two 
merits  observation  in  this  place,  that  not-  branches  of  the  English  nation,  perhaps 
withstanding  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Burke  to  a  general  peace ;  and  that  our  happi- 
by  the  electors,  the  corporate  body  of  Brie-  ness  may  be  an  introduction  to  that  of  tLe 
tol,  for  the  most  part,  adhered  inflexibly  world  at  large.  I  most  sincerely  congra- 
to  him,  and  of  thb  attachment  they  gave  tulate  you  on  the  event  I  wish  I  could 
a  striking  proof  not  Ions  aflerwards,  in  say,  that  I  had  accomplished  my  commis- 
choosing  his  brother  Rioiard  to  be  their  sion.  Difficulties  remain.  But  as  Mr. 
Recorder  d^the  death  of  Dunning,  lord  Laurens  is  released  from  his  confinement, 
Ashburton^  and  has  recovered  his  health  tolerably,  he 

The  American  War,  after  seren  years  may  wait,  I  hope,  without  a  great  deal  oi 

unsuccessful  struggle,  was  now  drawing  inconvenience,  for  the  final  adjustment 

to  that  point  which  many  sagacious  per-  of  his  troublesome  business.    He  is  an 

sons  haa  foreseen  and  predicted.  exceedingly  agreeable   and   honourable 

On  the  27th  of  Februaiy,  1782,  gene-  man.    I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the 

ral  Conway  moved  in  the  commons,  a  honour  of  his  acquaintance.    He  speaks 

resolution  **That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  of  you  as  I  do,  and  is  perfectly  sensible 

houscj  that  a  further  continuance  of  an  of  your  warm  and  friendly  interposition 

offensive  war  in  America,  for  the  purpose  in  his  favour, 

of  subduing  by  force,  the  revolted  cola-  "I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

nies,  is  totiuly  impracticable,  inasmuch  as  With  the  highest  possible 

it  weakens  that  force  wluch  we  ought  to  esteem  and  regard,  dear  sir, 

employ^  against  our  European  enemies,  Your  most  faithful  and 

and  which  is  contrary  to  his  majesty's  de-  obedient  humble  servant, 

jlaration  in  his  most  gracious  speech  from  EDMUND  BURELR'' 

the  throne,  where  he  express^  a  vnsh  to  «i<,„^  charUs  Street, 

restore  peace  and  tranquilhty."    This  re-  xvi  oi  1700    ^  » 

liolution,  after  a  lon^  and  warm  debate.  ^ 

was  carried  by  a  majority  of  two  hundred  <' General  Burgoyne  presents  his  best 

and  thirty-four,  against  two  hundred  and  compliments  to  you  witn  his  thanks  for 

fifteen;  and  the  next  day,  Mr.  Bukkk  your  obliging  attentions  towards  him.*-* 
communicated  the   intelligence  to   Dr. 

Franklin,  who  had  a  little  ^foro  request-  Encouraged  by  the  advantage  which 

ed  his  interestinnegodating  the  exchange  they  had  gaincNd  in  carzying  this  resolu- 

of  Mr.  Henry  Laurens,  then  in  the  Tower,  tion,  the  opposition  renewea  their  attacks 

for  general  Burgoyne,  who  had  been  taken  upon  the  nunistry  with  such  vigour,  that 

prisoner  at  Saratoga.    In  answer  to  the  on  the  20th  of  March,  lord  North  an- 

doctor.  then  at  Paris,  Mr.  Burke  wrote  noonced  his  own  resignation,  and  that  of 

the  following  letter: —  his  colleagues  in  the  presence  of  an  ex« 

ceedingly  full  house.     During  the  ad- 

"  Dear  Sir,  joumment  which  f(^owed  this  notifica- 

YouR  most  obligmg  letter  demanded  tion,  the  marquis  of  Rockingham  was 

an  early  answer.     It  has  not  received  intrusted  with  the  arrangement  of  a  new 

the  acknowledgment  which  waa  so  justly  administration,  in  which  Mr.  Burke  tc^ 

due  to  it    But  Providence  haa  weU  sm>-  his  part  as  pay-master  of  the  forces,  with 

plied  my  deficiencies;  and  the  delay  of  the  a  seat  in  the  privy  counciL 

answer  has  made  it  much  more  satisfa^  The  first  measure  that  occupied  the 

toiythan  at  the  time  of  my  receipt  of  your  attention  of  parliament  after  the  recess, 

letter,  I  dared  to  promise  myselr  it  could  was  the  passing  of  an  act  in  favour  of  Ire- 

oe.    I  ooogFatuhite  you,  as  the  faend  of  land,  which  was  followed  bv  a  bill  to  dif- 
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^■iJify  ravemie  oflkert  for  rc^ang  at  eloo-  he  came  in  for  hiB  share  of  ohloqoy  for 

Uoom;  and  on  the  15th  of  April,  Mr.  the  part  which  he  nowact^    Attempts 

BxrauB  brought  in  his  great  plan  of  ro-  have  been  made  to  palliate  and  even  to 

tbaa  in  the  civil  ezpeooiture,  by  which,  defend  the  conduct  of  these  great  men  on 

according  to  his  statement,  an  actual  this  occasion ;  but  no  dispassionate  mind 

saving  was  to  be  e^cted  of  seventj-two  has  ever  been  yet  able  to  reconcile  it  with 

thousand  pounds  a  year,  with  a  cortain  the  pure  principle  of  political  integrity. 

prospect  of  increase.                             ,  If  the  pertinacity  of  lord  North,  while  m 

Some  members  objected  to  the  bill,  that  power,  to  carry  on  the  American  war, 
it  fell  short  of  the  original  outline ;  but  the  arose,  as  was  said,  from  the  influence  of 
author  of  it  entered  into  the  gibunds  of  hi^  authority,  he  was  not  a  man  worthy 
the  alterations,  stating^  that  they  had  been  ofthe  public  confidence,  and,  therefore,  a 
made  in  compliance  with  the  opinions  of  junction  with  him  was  a  reproach  to  tae 
others,  or  from  a  fuller  consideration  of  party  who  had  uniformly  opposed  him : 
the  particular  cases  ;  at  the  same  time  and  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  line  he  pur- 
pledging  himself,  that  he  would  be  ready  sued  was  on  his  part  as  voluntaiy  and 
at  all  times  to  obeythe  call  for  proseouting  ini<)uitou8,  as  Mr.  Fox  and  his  fnends 
a  more  complete  and  extensive  system  <n  mamtained  it  to  be,  then  it  is  impossible 
Reform.  to  iustify  the  alliance  which  they  made 

This  bill  was  followed  by  another  for  witn  the  man,  who,  according  to  their  ao- 

the  regulation  of  the  fiwner's  own  office,  count  was  deserving  ofthe  block. 

bat  the  lateness  of  the  season,  would  not  The  truth  is,  and  no  sophistry  can  repel 

allow  time  for  the  completion  of  all  the  its  force,  that  the  project  of  a  coalition 

plaaa  of  regulation  and  retrendiment  sprung  from  the  single  motive  of  ambition, 

which  he  hM  projected,  and  these  with  and  the  desire  of  ^ace.    Separately  the 

the  other  designs  of  the  new  ministry,  two  parties  were  unable  to  attain  the  ob» 

were  entirely  frustrated  by  the  demise  of  ject,  which  each  had  in  view,  and  there- 

the  marquis  of  Rockingham,  on  the  let  fore,  in  defiance  of  all  public  principle^ 

of  July,  1798L     This  unfortunate  event  they  had  recourse  to  this  measure  or  an 

discovered  the  feeble  texture  of  the  ad-  union,  in  full  confidence,  that  they  should 

ministralion,  of  which  that  amiable  noble«  be  able,  without  difficulty,  to  command 

was  the  head ;  for  lord  Shelbume,  a  majority  in  the  house.    They  did  so^ 


afterwards  mai^uis  of  Lansdowne^  being  but  their  triumph  was  of  short  duration j 

appointed  prsmier,  without  oonsultmg  the  and  they  found  that  the  good  sense  of  the 

ftockinffaam  division  of  the  cabinet  the  people  is  not  to  be  imnosed  upon,  even 

pfindpals  of  that  party  immediately  re-  oy  the  most  splendid  tsJents,  when  those 

sifDea  their  offices.     These  were,  lord  talents  are  palpably  employed  in  reconci- 

jSm  CavendiBh,  chancellor  of  the  ex-  ling  gross  contradictions.    The  views  of 

dmraor,  who  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Pitt ;  the  coalesced  ministers  were  seen  through, 

Mr.  Fox,  secretaiT  of  state,  whose  place  and  though  a  tempomiy  ascendancy  in 

was  filled  op  by  lord  Sidney ;  aadi  Mr.  the  house  of  commons  was  obtainea  by 

Bmum,  who  gave  way  to  his  old  friend  them,  sufficient  to  give  them  assurance, 

eokmel  Barr^.  the  hollowness  of  the  foundation  was 

After  the  conclusion  ofthe  generalpeace  soon  discovered.     The  celebrated  bill, 

of  1783,  a  political  mancsuvre  Mras  puiyed,  brought  in  and  carried  through  the  lower 

wfaioh,  though  it  had  the  e£fect  of  restoring  house  b^  Mr.  Fox,  for  the  better  govem- 

Mr.  Buaaa  and  his  colleagues,  for  a  short  ment  or  British  India,  was  thrown  out  by 

time^  to  the  reins  of  power,  brought  upon  the  peers,  and  in  December  of  the  same 

them  a  torrent  of  abuse,  and  the  double  year,  a  new  administration  was  formed 

cfaaige  of  duplicity  and  inconsistency,  under  Mr.  Pitt,  who  was  then  no  more 

This  was  the  fiutous  coalition  between  than  twenty-four  years  of  age.    Thema- 

them  and  lord  North,  the  very  statesman  jori^  ofthe  house  of  commons,  however. 

iHiose  measures  his  new  associates  had  continued  on  the  side  of  the  dismissed 

for  so  Bsany  years  reprobated  with  ezces-  ministers,  who,  on  that  account,  made 

shra  violence  aad  repeated  threats  of  im-  themselves  sure  of  displacing  their  ad- 

peachmsnt.   Mr.BvaKs,  indeed,  had  not  versarie|L  that  from  day  to  day,  they  pe* 

oHiked  his  bostiUty  to  that  nobleman  with  remptorily  called  upon  the  young  chan- 

ths  same  vimlnce  as  Mr.  Fox,  bat,  still  cellor  of  the  exchequer  to  resign  a  seat^ 

Vol.  1.— «  B 
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irhidi,  as  they  said,  he  presumptuously  in  this  instance ;   on  the  contraiy,  (1m 
held  m  contempt  of  parliament     The  daracter  of  lord  Shelbume,  renders  the 
situation  of  Mr.  Pitt,  under  such  peculiar  stoiy  of  his  proposition  for  a  coalition 
circumstances,  and  opposed  by  so  for^  with  lord  North,  extremely  probable,  and 
midablo  an  array  of  numbers  and  abUi-  it  is  very  likel?  that  the  latter  nobleman, 
ties,  was  arduous  and  unparalleleo.     But  finding  himself  an  object  of  equal  interest 
he  remained  inflexible  at  his  post,  and  to  both  parties,  thought  it  his  wisest  wi^ 
endured  the  pelting  of  the  mcnciless  storm  to  join  tne  strongest  side,  which  certainl> 
with  undaunted  hrmness,  till  the  month  was  the  Rockingham  division. 
of  Ma]f[  in  the  following  year,  when  a        It  has  been  said,  but  upon  what  autho* 
dissolution  of  parliament  gave  him  a  sig-  rity^  does  not  appear,  that  Mr,  Bvrks 
nal  victory  over  his  antagonists,  who  were  hesitated  about  takhig  a  step,  the  hazard- 
now  humbled  in  tlieir  turn  to  a  minority,  ous  nature  of  which  He  instantly  perceiv- 
Thus,  it  was  Mr.  Burke's  fortune  to  be  ed,  and  freely  represented  to  Mr.  Fox, 
reduced  again  to  the  ranks  of  opposition,  who  exerted  all  his  eloquence  to  dissipate 
after  taking  a  part  in  three  administra-  his  fiiend's  apprehensions, 
tions,  neither  of  which  lasted  a  year,  and        The  next  great  event  in  the  public  life 
from  all  ofwhich  he  retired  without  having  of  Mr.  Burke,  was  the  lengthened  and 
secured  either  a  reversionary  grant  or  laborious  impeachment  of  Warren  Has- 
pensioQ.  tings,  governor-general  of  Ben^aL    The 
(     In  relation  to  this  portion  of  his  life,  we  primary  motive  which  gave  nse  to  this 
cannot  avoid  extracting  a  curious  anec-  ^rtraordinary  prosecution,  has  never  been 
dote  told  by  Dr.  Priestley,  who  was  at  yet  clearly  developed,  but  that  it  origina 
that  time  on  terms  of  parucular  intimacy  ted  with  Mr.  Burke  is  certain,  and  that 
with  Mr.  Burke.    *4t  was  early  in  the  he  entered  upon  the  subject  in  a  hostile 
year  1783,"  says  the  doctor,  "when  I  spirit  cannot  possibly  be  doubted.    Ho 
lived  at  Birmingham,  that  Mr.  Burke,  brought  forward  in  parliament,  charj^es 
accompanied  by  his  son,  called  and  spent  against  Mr.  Hastings,  a  considerable  time 
a  great  part  of  the  afternoon  with  me.  previous  to  the  return  of  that  gentleman 
After  much  general  conversation,  he  took  from  India ;  and  immediately  on  his  arri- 
me  aside  to  a  small  terrace  in  the  garden  val  in  1785,  the  pledge  which  had  been 
in  which  the  house  stood,  to  tell  me  that  made  to  bring  him  before  the  highest  tri- 
lord  Shelbume,  who  was  then  prime  mi-  bunal  of  the  country,  was  redeemed  by 
nister,  finding  his  influence  diminished,  his  accuser,  and  ultimately  carried  into 
and  of  course  hisjsituation  uncertain,  had  eflect  by  the  house  of  commons.    In  the 
made  proposals  to  join  lord  North.    Ha-  meantime^  the  governor  and  his  friends 
ving  had  a  better  opportunity  of  knowii^  were  not  inactive  in  repelling  the  accusa- 
the  principles  and  character  of  his  l(nr£  tions  that  were  from  day  to  day  volumi- 
ship  than  Mr.  Burke,  I  seemed  (as  he  noosly  heaped  up  bvthe  prosecutor:  but, 
must  have  thousht,)  a  little  incredulous  unfortunately  for  Mr.  Hastings,  the  pub- 
on  the  subject    But  before  I  could  make  Uc  mind  had  been  already  prejudiced  by 
any  reply,  ne  said,  4  see  you  do  not  bo-  statements,  which  few  men  even  in  the 
lieve  me,  but  you  may  depend  upon  it,  senate,  much  less  therefore  in  the  nation 
he  has  made  overtures  to  him,  and  in  at  laige,  were  qualified  by  information  to 
writing :»  and  without  any  reply,  I  beUeve,  comprehend  and  appreciate.   This  was  a 
on  my  part,  (for  I  did  not  give  much  credit  serious  disadvantage  to  the  accused  party, 
to  the  information)  we  returned  to  the  rest  who  saw  that  under  such  circumstance^ 
of  the  company.    However,  it  was  not  the  most  justifiable  and  even  praisew«r 
much  more  thian  a  month,  or  six  weeks,  thy  acts,  were  liable  to  be  perverted  into 
after  this,  before  he  himself  did  the  very  cnmes,  by  the  subtile  power  of  rhetoric, 
thing,  that  whether  right  or  wrong,  expo-  appealing  to  the  passi^u,  and  operating 
dient  or  inexpedient,  (for  there  were  van-  upon  the  creduUty  of  ignorance.    Such 
ous  opinions  on  the  subject,)  he  at  that  was  the  case  in  this  instance,  for  at  that 
time  mentioned,  as  a  thing  so  atrocious,  period,  when  it  might  have  been  expected 
aa  hardly  to  be  credible."  that  the  people  of  this  country  were  tole- 
Bbwever  inconsistent  the  conduct  of  rably  well  informed  on  the  subject  of  In* 
Mr.  Burks  may  have  been,  there  is  no  dian  history  and  poUtic^  nothing  in  fact 
reuon  for  calling  in  question  his  veracity  ww  lass  understood.    The  nation  had 
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batioBt  emerged  out  of  a  disgraceful  war,  Yet  it  is  painful  to  reflect  upon  the 
ano  the  loss  of  the  American  colonies  harsh  manner  in  which  he  behaved  to- 
made  the  public  veiy  readily  believe  what  wards  the  eminent  person,  against  whom 
wsa  boldly  asserted,  that  an  iniquitous  all  these  exertions  were  directed,  and 
system  of  oppression  and  rapacity  had  whose  ruin  was  evidently  sought.  On 
lieen  carried  on  in  Hindostan,  which  not  one  occasion  during  the  trial,  perceiving 
only  stained  the  national  character,  but  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  neglected  the 
•voold  have  the  effect  of  putting  an  end  usual  obeisance  to  the  court  at  his  entry, 
to  our  dominion  in  the  East  for  ever.  Mr.  Burke  commanded  him  to  kneel,  in 

To  remove  this  impression  was  almost  a  tone  of  voice,  and  with  a  sternness  of 

impossible,  for  the  nature  of  the  tenure  aspect,  that  made  the  whole  assembly 

on  which  our  Oriental  possessions  were  turn  from  him  with  disgust.    Even  some 

held,  could  not  all  at  once  be  made  intel-  of  his  own  party  felt  ashamed  for  him, 

ugibie  to  minds  habituated  to  European  and  Fox  whispered  privately  to  one  oi 

laws,  customs,  and  manners.    Mr.  Has-  his  friends,  in  that  cntical  moment,  that 

tinss  had  the  whole  weight  of  British  he  would  rather  have  been  Hastings  than 

[ooa  to  sustain  during  the  recent  war,  Burke.    As  the  trial  proceeded,  me  ora- 

juod  while  the  attention  of  ministers  was  torical  attractions,  which  threw  at  the 

(firecfed  to  the  single  object  of  subjugating  beginning  a  splendour  around  it,  began 

the  refractory  states  of  America,  the  ffo-  to  lose  mcir  effect :  and  many  who  Had 

vemor-general  of  Bengal  was  compeUed  voted  for  the  prosecution,  now  regretted 

to  iiod  resources  there,  for  the  security  of  their  having  done  so,  when  they  saw  how 

the  important  charge  with  which  he  was  little  the  evidence  agreed  with  the  charges. 

intrusted.    He  was  in  reality  abandoned  A  year  had  scarcely  expired,  when  the 

to  his  fate  by  the  government  at  home^  conduct  of  Mr.  Burke  came  under  the 

bat  by  virtue  of  his  local  knowledge,  consideration  of  the  house  of  commons, 

personal  interest,  and  indefatie[able  exer-  and  he  was  censur^  in  a  resolution,  for 

tioos,  he  was  enabled  not  only  to  pre-  going  beyond  the  powers  delegated  to 

serve  our  Indian  territories,  but  actually  him,  oy  charging  Mr.  Hastings  with  the 

to  stL'engthen  them  by  further  acouisi-  murder  of  Nundcomar,  though  nothing 

tions  -,  in  consequence  of  which,  all  the  of  that  kind  was  to  be  found  aQ:ong  the 

attena^>ts  of  the  French  to  dispossess  us  articles  of  accusation. 

00  the  eastern,  as  they  did  on  the  west-        Even  when  the  trial  drew  towards,  a. 

em,  continent  were  completely  frustrated,  close,  and  every  one  anticipated  what 

Mr.  SuRKB  and  his   mends,  however,  would  be  the  result,  the  asperity  of  Mr. 

chose  to  overlook  all  thb  splendid  ser-  Burke,  instead  of  yielding,  increased  to 

rice,  and  having  some  cause  to  be  dis-  a  degree  that  confirmed   many  in  the 

plesLsed  with  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Has-  opinion  which  they  had  long  formed,  that 

tings  towards  themselves,  they  were  de-  the  prosecution  originated  m  private  and 

tem^ned  to  immolate  him  at  the  shrine  not  in  public  motives. 

of  party,  by  an  impeachment  for  peculap        Ailer  the  council  for  Mr.  Hastings  had 

don,  tyranny,  and  other  high  crimes  and  gone  through  with  the  defence  of  their 

loisdemeanors.    Even  a  condensed  nar>  clidnt,  during  which  they  were  often  in- 

rative  of  the  proceedings  that  took  place  terrupted  by  questions  and  objections, 

in  the  hoose  of  commons  on  this  subject,  Mr.  Burke  entered  upon  his  reply,  in  the 

jrould  &!  exceed  the  limits  of  the  present  course  of  which,  he  alternately  soared  to 

memoir;  and  of  the  trial  itself,  which  be-  the  height  of  sublimity,  and  again  sunk 

gan  on  the  18th  of  February,  178S,  and  into  tlie  very  depth  of  vul^gar  abuse.    Of 

leraiinatfld  on  the  23d  of  April,  1795,  the  latter  he  gave  a  proof  in  saying**  That 

Dodiing  like  an  abstract  could  possibly  the  insignificance  of  the  prisoner  ought 

be  jgiven  without  running  into  details  of  not  to  induce  tlieir  lordships  to  suppose 

an  mordinate  length.  him  incapable  of  mischief ;  tor  though  his 

During  every  stage  of  the  business,  Mr.  origin  was  low,  mean,  and  vulgar ;  though 

BnLKB,  who  of  course  was  the  leading  he  was  trained  in  the  most  base  and  sor- 

DMDager,  evinced  an  Herculean  strength  did  habits,  yet  when  invested  with  a  power 

of  ound,  and  an  industry  that  must  have  to  which  his  mind  was  not  equal,  he  was 

aad  a  seiioas  e^ct  upon  his  bodily  health  capable  of  more  complete,  more  extensive 

•ad  eoostitittioii.  devastation,  than  any  of  the  greatest  oon* 
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qiMTon  and  tyrants  who  have  oppressed  call  upon  too.  When  the  devoiirin(c 
mankind."  It  is  surprising  that  a  man  so  flames  shall  have  destroyed  this  perish 
well  informed  as  Burke,  should  have  able  globe,  and  it  sinks  into  the  abjrss  ol 
tiioaght  such  scurrility  necessary  to  his  Nature,  from  whence  it  was  commanded 
cause :  but  it  is  more  surprisinff  that  he  into  existence  by  the  Great  Author  of  it ; 
should  venture  to  speak  thus  of  Mr.  Has-  then,  my  lords,  when  all  nature,  kinp 
tings,  who  was  at  least  as  well  bom  and  and  judges  themselves,  must  answer  for 
educatedashimself,  being  a  branch  of  an  their  actions,  there  will  be  found  what 
ancient  stock,  and  brought  up  at  West-  supersedes  creation  itself,  namel}r,  Eter- 
minster  school.  Even  had  his  origin  been  nal  Justicr  !  It  was  the  attribute  of 
as  low  as  his  accuser  represented  it.  the  the  great  God  op  Nature  before  worlds 
circumstance  ofhis  birth  ought  not  to  nave  were;  it  will  reside  vrith  him  when  they 
been  mentioned  to  his  disparagement,  and  perish ;  and  the  earthly  portion  of  it  com- 
that  too  in  the  presence  of  many  persons,  mitted  to  your  care,  is  now  solemnly  de* 
among  both  the  peers  and  the  managers,  posited  in  your  hands  by  the  commons 
who  had  no  more  right  to  boast  of  their  of  England.  I  have  done." 
lineage  than  Mr.  Hastings.  In  the  same  We  must  now  turn  to  another  pro- 
bad  taste  Mr.  Burke  compared  the  ao-  mincnt  period  in  the  political  life  of  Mr. 
cosed  to  the  keeper  of  a  pigstye,  and  in  Burke,  out  it  is  one  which  all  his  admi- 
anotherpart  of  nis  speecn  to  the  Devil,  rers  and  biographers  hitherto  have  been 
''Mr.  Hastings,"  he  said,  <*was  worse  desirous  of  throwing  into  shade,  as  though 
than  Satan,  for  the  evil  spirit  showed  the  only  the  talents  and  virtues  of  a  great 
kingdoms  of  the  worid  to  the  Great  Au-  man  were  to  be  noticed,  and  his  faiUngr 
thor  of  our  sacred  relicion.  in  order  that  were  to  be  buried  in  oblivion.  This  would 
he  mi^t  enjoy  them ;  but  ne,  (turning  to  be  to  per\'ert  the  end  of  history,  which  is 
the  prisoner  at  the  bar)  gave  the  provin-  moral  improvement,  and  no  dependence 
ees  of  Hindostan  into  the  possession  of  could  be  placed  on  the  delineation  of  any 
nen  appointed^  by  himself,  for  the  pur-  character,  if  the  bright  side  of  it  alone 
pose  ot  destroying  them."  were  to  be  exhibited  to  public  view.  Such 

Many  other  things  in  the  same  strain  a  course  may  be  adopted  properiy  enough, 

disgraced  the  speedi  and  the  orator,  but  in  reg^  to  private  persons,  but  the  actions 

in  the  conclusion  Burke  rose  to  an  ele-  of  statesmen  are  the  materials  of  history ; 

fanee  of  language  and  dignity  of  spirit,  and,  therefore,  must  be  faithfully  repre- 

worthy  of  his  genius.  vented,  to  guard  posterity  from  deiusioiu 

*'My  lords,"  said  he,  **  the  commons  At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1788,  the 

wait  tne  issue  of  this  cause  with  trem-  suspension  of  the  royal  functions  render- 

bling  solicitude.    Twentjr-two  years  have  ed  a  meeting  of  parliament  indispensable, 

they  been  employed  in  it,  seven  of  which  to  provide  for  trie  exijg^ncy  of  the  case, 

have  passed  m  this  trial    They  behold  Mr.  FoXj  the  leader  ofthe  opposition,  and 

the  dearest  interests  oftheir  country  deeply  the  confidential  friend  of  the  prince  of 

involved  in  it ;  they  feel  that  the  very  ex-  Wales,  happened  to  be  then  in  Italy,  but 

istence  of  this  constitution  depends  upon  a  messenger  being  despatched  to  apprize 

it    Your  lordships'  justice  stands  pre-  him  of  the  necessity  of  his  presence,  he 

eminent  in  the  world,  but  it  stands  anudst  hastened  home  witnout  delay,  and  im- 

a  vast  heap  of  ruins,  which  surround  it  in  mediateljf  began  an  active  opposition  to 

eveiy  comer  of  Europe.    If  you  slacken  the  minister.    Mr.  Burke  was  equally 

justice,  and  thereby  weaken  the  bonds  of  zealous  and  enterprising  on  this  occasion, 

society,  the  well-tempered  authority  of  but  the  conduct  of  the  two  leaders  of  the 

this  court,  which  I  trust  in  Qod  will  con-  hostile  ranks  was  so  impetuous,  that  Mr. 

tinueto  the  end  of  time,  must  receive  a  Pitt  had  soon  an  opportunity  of  throwing 

fatal  wound,  that  no  bahn  can  cure,  that  them  into  confusion,  and  of  establishing 

no  time  can  restore.  an  imperishable  credit  for  himself  upon 

*M]^  lords,  it  is  not  the  criminality  of  the  very  ground  which  they  took  toac- 

the  prisoner,  it  is  not  the  claims  of  the  ooinplish  his  overthrow.    Mr.  Fox  daim- 

eommons,  to  demand  judgment  to  be  ed  ror  the  heir-apparent  the  indefeisible 

'  upon  him,  it  is  not  the  honour  and  nfjtkt  of  assuming  tne  exercise  of  the  regal 

^  or  this  court,  and  the  welfare  of  authority,  whenever  there  should  be  t 

ions  of  the  huinan  race,  that  atone  suspension  of  moral  power  io  the  0Of»- 
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rcifii  Co  dischaige  the  functions  of  his  Tentnred  to  jnonoonce  the  malady  hope* 
mce,      Tlua  was  straDse  doctrine  to  less.    This  judgment  was  o^iposed  fay 
oome  from  a  Whi£  and,  if  admitted,  would  ^  Dr.  WUHs,  whose  whole  practice  having 
nubreit  at  once  me  principles  laid  down*  been  dbected  to  mental  diseases,  nve 
at  the  Revolation,  and  those  which  set-  superior  weight  to  his   opinion.     Mc 
tied  the  house  of  Brunswick  on  the  throne.  Burrs,  however  strenuously  contended 
Yet  preposterous  as  it  was,  Mr.  Burke  that  Willis  was  no  better  than  an  empiric, 
defended  it  with  ^is  wonted  energy,  and  and  that  Dr.  Warren  was  an  oracle,  upon 
assailed  the  minister  in  virulent  languagre,  whose  decision  the  foUest  rehance  ought 
for  presuming  to  say,  in  opposition  to  it,  to  be  placed.    One  important  benefit  that 
that  the  prince  of  Wales  nad  no  more  resulted  from  these  contentions,  was,  the 
Ti^fat  to  take  upon  himself  the  regency,  delay  which  they  necessarily  occasioned, 
without  a  previous  call  from  parliament,         In  the  mean  time  the  state  of  the  roval 
than  the  humblest  individual  in  the  comi-  patient  began  to  amend,  and  while  his 
tiy.    Had  Mr.  Burie  been  satisfied  with  condition  was  represented  as  hopeless, 
attacking  the  officen  of  the  crown,  some  by  the  eager  politicians,  who  were   an- 
allowmnce  might  have  been  made  for  his  ticipatin^  the  attainment  of  power,  under 
intemperance ;  but  when  he  ventured  to  the  benignant  rays  of  the  rising  sun,  the 
speak  of  the  afflicted  monarch  in  the  sudden  intelligence  burst  upon  mem,  that 
coarsest  terms  of  4isrespect,  the  members  no  regency  would  take  place,  for  that  the 
on  both  sides  of  the  house  of  commons,  king  was  sufficiently  recovered  to  dis- 
who  were  accustomed  to  hear  him  with  charge  his  public  duties.    Thus  termina- 
defight,  fislt  a  thrill  of  horror,  and  involun-  ted  £e  expectations,  but  not  the  labours, 
tari^  uttered  an  expression  of  abhorrencei  of  Mr.  Burkb  ;  for  a  new  and  wonderfnl 
This,  however,  had  not  the  salutary  eflfect  scene  was  now  opening  upon  the  great 
of  restraimne  the  passions  of  the  orator  theatre  of  the  world^  to  call  his  genius 
witfam  the  bounds  of  moderation.    On  into  awider  sphere  of  action,  and  a  nobler 
the  coQtiaiy.  he  went  on  from  day  to  day,  display  of  his  powera,  than  any  in  which 
as  long  as  tne  question  of  the  regency  he  ha'd  hitherto  been  engaged.     At  the 
lasted,  in  the  same  imprudent  manner,  time  when  the  British  nation,  an^  its  do- 
never  mentioning  the  calamitous  situation  pendencies,  exhibited  the  most  glovring 
of  the  king,  but  with  an  air  that  carried  spirit  of  loyalty  towards  their  soverei^ 
the  appearance  of  triumph,  rather  than  a-spectade  of  quite  an  opposite  descnp- 
of  eommiseratbn.    At  one  time  be  spoke  tion  was  going  on  in  France.    The  seeds 
of  the  maladr  as  a  judgment,  and  said  of  a  Revolution  had  long  been  sown  there, 
that  **  The  Almighty  had  hurled  the  king  and  now  the  sanguinary  harvest  began  in 
from  his  throne ;"  with  an  allusion  not  the  degradation  of  the  mildest  monardi 
verr  delicately  expressed  to  the  case  of  that  ever  sat  on  a  throne ;  whose  only 
Nrauchadneozar.     This   conduct  gave  fault  lay  in  Yielding  too  flexibly  to  the  ever 
Buverml  oflence,  and  while  it  lowered  the  varying  ana  turbulent  passions  of  a  capri- 
orator  in  the  public  opinion,  did  injury  to  dous  people.     Mr.  Burke,  from  his  ac- 
the  ftarty  with  whom  he  acted,  and  to  quaintance  with  the  French  character  in 
the  cause  which  he  so  immrudently  ad-  general,  and  his  observations  onthemis- 
focated.    At  length  Mr.  Fox  took  the  chievous  tendency  of  metaphysical  prin- 
ahomi,  and  would  have  retraced  his  stepe,  dples,  when  applied  to  the  sdence  of 
by  ooalifnng  the  language  that  had  been  government,  could  not  avoid  seebg  the 
UMd,  and  redudng  the  high  claims  which  consequences  of  this  fermentation  on  its 
had  been  set  no  by  himself  and  his  friends,  firet  appearance.   While,  therefore,  num- 
But  it  was  too  tate,  for  the  minister  finding  hers  in  England  and  elsewhere  were  look- 
his  strength,  and  probably  irritated  at  the  ing  with  surprise  to  the  mutations  whidi 
coarse  mann^  in  which  he  had  been  the  professora  of  the    new  philosophy 
treated,  wasdetermmed  to  bring  the  ques-  were,  with  surprising  dexterity,  bringmg 
tion  of  right  to  an  issue.    The  opposition  about  from*day  to  day,  at  Paris,  the  pen»> 
then  endeavoured  to  make  it  out  that  the  trating  mind  of  our  illustrious  statesman 
case  ofthe  king  was  irremediable,  and  to  was  engaged  in  examining  the   secret 
support  this  oondusion,  they  adduced  springs  and  practical  influence  of  these 
the  authority  of  Dr.  Warren,  who  was  marvellous  changes.     Instead  of  bes 
the  only  one  ofthe  court  physicians,  that  dazzled  by  these  false  lights,  and  misl 
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bv  them,  as  too  many  were,  into  a  desire  warning  his  countxymen  against  the  dan 
or  fbllowins  them,  he  stood  with  firmness  gerous  inflaenoe  of  French  principles, 
on  the  solid  ground  of  experimental  truth,  ^  He  first  drew  the  attention  of  the  senate 
mnd  pointed  out  the  deceitfulness  of  that  '  to  this  great  subject  at  the  commence- 
Serbouian  bos,  which  was  the  object  of  ment  of  the  session  in  1790,  when  the 
general  wonder.  At  a  very  early  period  army  estimates  came  under  connderation. 
of  the  Revolution  he  expressed  his  senti-  On  that  occasion  Mr.  Fox,  in  opposing 
ments  upon  it,  to  several  of  his  friends,  the  military  establishment  as  bemg  too 
Inroad  and  at  home.  One  of  his  cor-  high,  adverted  to  the  state  of  France,  and 
respondents  in  France  havingsolicited  his  in  terms  of  exultation  eulogized  the  Revo- 
opinion  more  in  detail,  Mr.  Burke  drew  lution  that  had  taken  place.  Mr.  Burke 
up  a  long  letter  in  compliance  with  *his  rose  upon  this,  and  Uiough  he  considered 
desire  ;  but  finding  that  the  subject  con-  the  proposed  establishment  as  unneces- 
tinued  to  be  pregnant  with  firesn  matter  sarily  hij^h,  because  England  had  nothing 
every  week,  and  that  as  he  proceeded  in  to  apprehend  from  the  powers  of  Europe, 
watching  the  agitated  dements,  the  more  one  of  the  roost  formiaable  of  them  hav- 
alarming  the  prospect  became,  ne  extend-  ing  been  blotted  out  of  the  map,  yet  he 
ed  his  observations,  till  ^at  which  was  could  not  avoid  noticing  and  difiering 
meant  for  an  epistle  became  a  volume,  with  the  principles  professed  by  his 
Re  now  thought,  and  jusdy,  that  the  in-  fiiend.  So  far  from  agreeing  that  the  ex- 
fluenza  of  revolutionary  principles  called  amples  of  France  were  objects  for  imita- 
ibr  a  powerful  antidote,  on  which  account,  tion,  he  reprobated  them  as  extremely 
and  neither  with  a  view  to  profit  nor  pernicious,  and  even  more  dangerous 
popularity,  he  sent  his  *' Reflections  on  than  all  her  hostility.  In  the  reign  of  the 
the  French  Revolution,"  to  the  press,  fourteenth  Louis,  they  set  an  example  of 
The  e£^t  produced  was  bo  electrical,  splendid  despotism ;  in  that  of  the  six- 
that  in  a  few  months  several  thousana  teenth  Louis,  they  had  set  one  infinitely 
copies  were  sold ;  and  though,  as  was  to  more  dangerous ;  they  had  shown  the 
be  expected^  a  host  of  antagonists  rose  up  way  to  innovation  and  destructive  specu- 
in  arms  agamst  the  author,  all  agreed  in  lation ;  they  had  set  an  example  by  the 
paying  a  Libute  to  his  genius.  Among  establishment  of  a  bloody,  ferocious,  and 
the  rest,  Dr.  Samuel  Parr  having  had  oc-  tyranniail  democracy ;  they  had  destroy- 
casion  in  one  ofhis  fugitive  tracts  to  notice  ra  in  the  space  of  two  months,  more 
this  performance,  expressed  himself  in  •  than  ages  would  restore ;  they  had  madly 
this  remarkable  manner:  ''Upon  the  pulled  down  their  monarchy— destroyed 
first  perusal  of  Mr.  Burke's  book,  I  felt,  their  church— annihilated  their  laws — 
like  many  other  men,  its  magic  force,  mined  the  discipline  of  their  army — ^put 
and,  like  many  other  men,  I  was  at  last  an  end  to  their  conmierce ;  and  by  the 
delivered  from  the  illusions  which  had  exertions  of  a  desperate  faction,  cstablish- 
*  cheated  my  reason,'  and  borne  me  on-  ed,  in  the  place  of  order,  anarchy  and 
ward  firom  admiration  to  assent  But,  confusion.  They  had  an  army  without 
though  the  dazzling  spell  be  now  dissolv-  a  head,  accountable  to  no  one,  making 
od,  I  still  remember  with  pleasure  the  their  own  will  the  law,  to  which  the 
gay  and  celestial  visions,  when  my  '  mind  national  assembly  were  forced  to  sub- 
m  sweet  madness  was  robbed  of  itself.'  mit; — and  yet,  this  Revolution,  this  army, 
I  still  look  back,  with  a  mixture  of  pity  was  to  be  compared  to  the  British  Re- 
and  holy  awe,  to  the  wizard  himself,  who  vcdution.  "  It  was,  however,"  said  Mr. 
having  lately  broken  his  wand  in  a  start  Burke,  **  a  false  comparison  ;  for  the 
of  phranzy,  has  shortened  the  term  of  Revolution  in  En^lana  was  against  a 
jis  Borcenes ;  and^  of  drugs  so  potent  to  king,  who  was  taking  the  first  steps  to 
'bathe  the  spirits  in  delist,'  I  must  still  make  himself  absolute;  the  Revolution 
acknowledge,  that  many  were  culled  from  in  France  was  against  a  king  who  was 
the  choicest  and  most  virtuoys  plants  of  taking  the  first  steps  to  make  his  people 
Paradise  itself."  firee.  The  Revolution  in  England  was 
Thephrenzy  to  which  the  philosophical  not  carried  on  for  the  subversion  of  the 
divme  nere  alluded,  was  the  conduct  of  Constitution,  but  for  its  preservation ;  all 
Mr.  Burke  in  the  house  of  commons,  order,  and  all  the  ties  of  ciyil  government 
where  he   seized   every  opportunity  of  were  not  destroyed,  but  strengthened, 
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Bad  England  held  up  her  head  prouder  on  enjoy  his  little  popularity,  and  the  mean 

tlml  event,  than  she  nod  ever  done  before,  applause  of  his  cluos. 

England  by  her  RerolntJon  maintained  The  schism  now  became  more  extend- 

lier  natural  aristocracy,  as  well  as  the  aris-  ed,  and  the  opposition  were  divided  into 

tocracy  of  the  people ;  France  in  her  Re-  two  parties,  one  headed  by  Fox,  and  ^e 

volution  had  destroyed  aristocracy,  and  other  by  Burke.    In  less  than  a  month 

inrolved  herself  in  oepth  of  ruin.*'    Mr.  after  the  angry  discussion  here  mentioned, 

BaaKK  further  observed,  **  That  he  could  the  former  l)rought  forward  a  motion  for 

not  well  tell  what  they  had  done ;  but  ihey  the  repeal  of  the  Corporation  and  Teat 

had  by  their  Revolution  destroyed  every  Acts,  which  Burke  opposed,  and  in  his 

bond  of  social  order  and  reffulair  govern-  speech  again  drew  a  fearful  picture  of 

menL    They  had  separated  the  people  the  state  of  France,  which  country  he  still 

from  their  kmg — tenants  from  their  land-  thought  was  the  most  miserable   upon 

lords—servants   from   their    masters —  earth.    In  jusufication  of  the  vote,  which 

and  in  a  wocd,  done  a  deed  without  a  he  meant  to  give  on  the  present  occasion, 

aame."  he  said  that  some  parties  here  had,  like 

Mr.  Fox,  in  reply,  endeavoured  to  the  French,  got  possession  of  the  words 
soften  down  the  warmth  of  his  friend  by  National  Rights,  and  on  this  they 
a  moderate  explanation ;  but  Sheridan  relied  as  their  stronffcst  hold.  '*  But,'* 
appeared  to  take  a  delight  in  widen-  said  Mr.  Burke,  "  I  have  from  my  ear- 
tog  the  breach,  for  he  immediately  con-  liest  years  turned  with  aversion  from 
demned  the  speech  of  Burke,  as  dis-  all  these  chimerical  and  abstract  rights, 
graceful  to  an  Englishman,  as  supporting  which  have  for  some  time  past  con- 
despotism,  and  as  libelling  those  who  founded  human  reason,  and  disturbed 
were  virtuously  engaged  in  obtaining  the  t^ie  imagination  of  statesmen.  At  the 
rights  of  men.  a^^e  of  twenty,  I  thought  that  all  abstract 

It  was  impossible  to  sit  silent  under  rights,  natural  rights,  and  such  nonsense, 

soch  an  attack,  and  it  was  not  in  the  nature  were  unfit  for  men  to  hear ;  and  now,  that 

ofBvRKE  tobear  a  blow  ofthis  kind  with-  my  hair  is  silvered  b^  age,  I  am  more 

out  a  retort    He  rose,  and  said,  '*  That  and  more  confirmed  in  my  abhorrence 

for  some  time  he  had  apprehended  that  and  disgust  of  them.     Natural  rights  are 

the  affiurs  of  France  would  be  productive  dangerous  topics  of  discussion,  for  t&ey 

(^  a  diyiuoa  amon^  many  irl  tnat  house,  supersede  all  social  duties.     They  are 

who  had  frequent^  acted  together ;  he  paramount  to  the  compact  which  mtro- 

bod  not,  however,  expected  t^t  upon  a  duced  into  the  commumty  new  rights  and 

separation  being  about  to  take  place  be-  other  ideas.    They  bring  us  back  to  ^at 

tween  himself  and  that  honourable  gen-  stage  of  savage  helplessness,  when,  what- 

tleman  whom  he  used  to  call  his  friend,  ever  may  be  our  rights,  we  enjoy  them 

that  he  would  have  treated  him  so  harshly,  but   precariously,  depending   on  casual 

so  unjustly,  and  so  unbecomingly,  as  ne  circumstances  tor  the  miserable  indul- 

had  done,  in  imputing  to  Um  a  conduct,  gence  of  beastly  appetite  and  ferocious 

of  which  he  haa  never  been  ^ilty.    He  passion.     Society  annihilates  all  those 

was  no  supporter  of  despotism,  but  a  natural  rights,  and  draws  to  its  mass  all 

firm  defender  of  a  well-mixed  monarchy,  the  component  parts  of  which  these  rights 

He  was  no  libeller  of  freemen,  or  any  are  maae  up.    It  takes  in  all  the  virtue 

other  class  of  men,  but  he  reprobated,  as  of  the  good,  and  all  the  wisdom  of  the 

be  always  would  do,  the  conduct  offero-  wise;  it  gives  life,  support,  and  action, 

cious,  bloody,  and  desperate  democmcies."  to  every  faculty  of  the  soul,  and  secures 

Mr.  BuRKB  then  proceeded  to  observe,  the  possession  of  every  comfort  which 

"That  there  were  persons  in  this  country,  these  proud  and  boasting  natural  rights 

who  would  be  happy  to  promote  innova-  impotently  hold  out,  but  cannot  ascertain, 

tion,  and  he  cautioned  the  house  against  Society  finds  protection  for  all — it  ^ves 

theoL    He  entreated  them  to  be  on  their  defence  to  Uie  weak-employment  to  the 

guard,  and    to  maintain  as  sacred  the  industrious — consolation  to  the  distress* 

ground  of  the  Constitution."   Mr.  Burke  ed;  it  nurses  the  infant,  and  it  soothes 

concluded  by  declaring,  that  from  hence-  the  dying.  In  all  the  stages  of  the  life  of 

fbtrwaid  (le  would  never  have  any  inter-  man,  where  either  the  instilment  of  prin- 

course  with  Sheridan,  but  leave  him  to  ciples   or  the  consolations  of  hope  tr* 
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wanting,  lociety  is  ready :  and  to  confer  such  an  efiect  upon  the  nerves  of  Mr. 
this  succour,  an  estabhshed  religion  is  Fox,  that  he  let  drop  some  tears,  while 
a  powerful  and  necessaiy  instrument"  he  endeavoured  to  appease  the  irritated 
Upon  these  solid  principles,  Mr.  Buree  mind  of  his  old  associate.  But  neither 
resisted  the  claims  of  the  Dissenters  in  the  concessions  which  he  made,  nor  the 
the  present  case,  and  defended  the  bul-  interposing  kindness  ofothers,  could  bring 
warls  which  had  been  framed  for  the  about  a  reconciliation ;  and  from  that  mo- 
security  of  the  national  church.  Though  ment  these  two  great  men  became  almost 
it  was  evident  that  the  bond  of  union  no  as  much  strangers,  as  if  there  had  never 
'.onffer  subsisted  between  the  two  leaders  been  the  least  intimacy  between  theok 
of  me  opposition,  the  forms  of  courtesy  Without  goine  so  far  as  to  say,  that 
were  still  kept  up  till  the  next  session,  when  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Burk  b  on  this  memo- 
the  bill  for  the  sovemment  of  Canada  ble  occasion  was  free  from  blame,  much 
having  brou^t  the  subject  of  the  Revo-  must  be  allowed  to  the  wannth  of  his 
lution  again  mto  discussion,  Mr.  Burke,  feelings,  and  to  much  praise  he  is  entitled, 
in  an  elaborate  speech^  entered  on  the  on  the  around  of  general  patriotism.  He 
general  principles  of  legislation,  repeated  certain^  had  reason  to  complain,  if  not 
what  he  had  before  observed  on  natural  of  Mr.  Fox,  yet  of  those  with  whom  that 
rights,  and  expressed  his  conviction,  that  ^[entleman  maintained  the  most  familiar 
there  was  a  league  formed  in  this  country,  intercourse.  These  subalterns  were  in 
the  design  of  which  was  to  subvert  the  the  constant  habit,  through  various  chan- 
Constitution.  nels,  of  impeaching  Mr.  Burkb  before 

Mr.  Fox,  after  declaring  his  opinion,  the  bar  of  the  public,  and  accusing  him  of 

that  the  French  Revolution  was  one  oi  a  dereliction  of  principles ;  while  Mr.  Fox 

the  most  dorious  events  in  the  history  was  panegyrised  for  his  firmness,  in  ad« 

of  mankind,  proceeded  to  denounce  the  hering  to  the  sound  Whig  doctrine  of 

doctrines  of  Mr.  Burke  as  inimical  to  "The  Rights  of  the  People.'' 

tiberty,  and  contrary  to  the  sentiments  Upon  this,  Mr.  Burke  orew  up  and  pub- 

formeiiy  maintained  by  his  right  honour-  lished  his  *<  Appeal  from  the  New  to  the 

able  fnend.     This  charge  of  inconsis-  Old  Whigs,"  in  which,  after  taking  such 

tency,  or  rather  of  apostacy,  provoked  a  a  review  of  his  poUticai  life  as  was  neces- 

reply,  in  the  course  or  which,  Mr.  Burke  sary  to  his  justification  from  the  charge 

said,  **  Mr.  Fox  has  treated  me  with  of  apostacy,  he  entered  into  an  histo- 

harshness  and  malignity ;  after  harassing  rical  discussion  of  the  fundamental  prin- 

me  with  his  light  troops  in  the  skirmishes  ciples  on  which  the  English  Revolution 

of  order,  he  l^s  brought  the  heavr  artil-  was  established. 

Icry  of  his  own  great  abilities  to  destroy  In  the  mean  time  his  active  mind  was 

me."  intent  upon  the  proceedings  going  on  in 

Mr.  Burke  then  went  over  the  ground  France,  and  every  day  brought  a  mclan- 

again,   and   maintained   that   the  new  choly  proof  of  the  correctness    of  the 

French  system  was  replete  with  anarchy,  opinion  which  at  the  beginning  he  had 

impiety,  vice,  and  misery ;  that  the  prin-  formed   and   expressed,   of  the   awful 

ciples  which  he  now  advanced  were  in  change  that  had  taken  place.    Ho  was 

perfect  unison  with  the  creed  which  he  much  affected  by  the  condition  of  the 

nad  always  professed,  and  to  which  he  French  clergy,  who  were  amotig  the  first 

woul^  umexibly  adhere  as  long  as  he  sufierers  bj  the  Revolution.    For  those 

live';      Hitherto,"  said  he,  "Mr.  Fox  exilesof  this  venerable  order,  who  sought 

and  n''  elfhave  often  differed  upon  slight  and  found  an  asylum   in  this  country, 

mattel^  without  a  loss  of  friendship  on  Mr.  Burke  exerted  himself  with  benevo- 

either  side ;  but  there  is  something  in  this  lent  alacrity ;  and  while  his  calumniators 

cursed  French  Revolution  that  envenoms  were  courting  an  alliance  with  the  perse- 

every  tiling."   Mr.  Fox  upon  this  whis-  cutors,'he  employed  all  the  means  that 

pered,  "  There  is  no  loss  ot  fiiendship  be-  were  in  his  power  to  relieve  the  afTlicted. 

tween  us."    But  Mr.  Burke,  instead  of  This  liberalit]^  procured  him  the  thanks 

being  softened  by  this  concdiatory  remark,  of  the  ecclesiastical  dignitaries  of  France, 

exclaimed,  "  Tnere  is  II  know  the  price  convejred  to  him  by  the  archbishop  oi 

of  my  conduct :  our  friendship  is  at  an  Aix ;  in  return  for  which  Mr.  Burki 

«nd !"    This  unexpected  declaration  had  wrote  to  that  prelate  the  following  letter  i 
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London,  July  15, 1791.  and  the  clei]gy  of  the  noblesse,  ahhougfa 
Stt,  these  two  classes  be  for  the  present  coc 
It  is  with  great  satisfaction  to  me.  demned  to  passive  courage,  which  gives 
ditt  the  generous  victims  of  injustice  and  so  much  g^oiy  to  the  one  and  the  other. 
tyranny  accept  in  eood  part  the  homage  I  shall  present  to  the  bishop  of  St  Paul 
which  I  have  oflered  to  their  virtues,  de  Leon  your  fine  and  afiectine  address ; 
It  is  a  distinction  which  I  would  not  have  perhaps,  he  has  already  received  it  I  am 
had  occasion  to  merit  from  the  clergy  of  sure  tnat  he  will  remam  fixed ;  if  I  may 
France'  in  the  time  of  their  credit  and  iud|^  from  the  little  I  have  seen  of  him, 
nlendour.  Your  church,  the  intelligence  ne  is  a  roost  estimable  and  a  most  amiable 
€f  which  was  the  ornament  of  the  Chris-  man.  He  has  been  received  here  by  oui 
<ian  worid  in  its  prosperity,  is  now  more  hi^h  clergy,  and  by  many  others,  not  cer- 
teilliant  in  the  moment  of  its  misfortunes,  tamly  in  the  manner  due  to  his  rank  and 
to  the  eyes  who  are  capable  of  judging  merit,  but  with  a  respect  for  the  one  and  the 
ef  it,  Never  did  so  great  a  number  of  Other,  with  which,  from  his  natural  good- 
nen  display  a  constancy  so  inflexible,  ness,  he  seems  to  be  satisfied, 
a  disinterestedness  so  manifest,  a  humi-  I  do  not  know  if  it  is  to  the  complai- 
fity  80  magnanimous,  so  much  dignity  in  sance  of  your  lordship,  that  I  owe  the 
their  patience,  and  so  much  elevation  in  chefs-d*oeuvres  of  ingenuity,  intelligence, 
their  sentiment  of  honour.  Ages  have  and  superior  eloquence,  varied  as  the 
not  furnished  so  many  noble  examples  as  occasions  require,  in  the  difierent  dis- 
Franoe  has  produced  in  the  space  of  two  courses  and  letters  which  I,  from  time  to 
Tears.  It  is  odious  to  search  m  antiquity  time,  receive.  They  are  the  works  of  a 
ror  the  merit  we  admire,  and  to  be  insen-  great  statesman,  ofa  great  prelate,  and  of  a 
able  to  that  wUch  passes  under  our  eyes,  man  versed  in  the  science  of  administration. 
France  is  in  a  deplorable  situation,  both  We  cannot  be  astonished  that  the  state, 
in  its  political  and  moral  state ;  but  it  the  clergy,  the  finances,  and  the  trade  of 
seems  to  be  in  the  order  of  the  general  the  kingdom  should  be  ruined,  when  the 
economy  of  the  world,  that  when  the  author  of  these  works,  instead  of  having 
greatest  and  most  detestable  vices  domi-  an  important  share  in  the  councils  of  his 
oeer,  the  most  eminent  and  distinguished  country,  is  persecuted  and  undone.  The 
virtu<>s  raise  thetr  heads  more  proudly,  proscription  of  such  men  is  enough  to 
Such  is  not  the  time  for  mediocrity.  We  cover  a  whole  people  with  etemu  re- 
may  have  some  diversity  in  our  opinions,  proach.  Those  who  persecute  them 
but  we  have  no  difiercnce  in  pnndples.  nave,  by  this  one  act,  done  more  injury 
There  is  but  one  kind  of  honour  and  to  their  country  in  depriving  it  of  tnen* 
virtue  in  the  world ;  it  consists  in  sacrifi-  services,  than  a  million  of  men  of  their 
dng  evm  other  consideration  to  the  senti-  own  standard  can  ever  repair,  even  when 
meots  or  our  duty,  of  right,  and  of  piety,  they  shall  be  disposed  to  build  upon  the 
It  is  this  which  the  clergy  of  France  have  ruins  they  have  made, 
done.  I  will  not  examine  scrupulously  by  Maintain,  sir.  the  courage  which  you 
what  motives  men  like  you  have  thouehtit  have  hitherto  shown  j  and  be  perauaded, 
your  duty  to  support  all  that  you  nave  thatthoughthe  world  is  not  worthy'of  you 
done.  AH  that  I  see,  I  am  forced  to  ad-  and  your  colleagues,  we  are  not  insen- 
mire.  The  rest  is  out  of  my  reach— out,  sible  of  the  honour  which  you  do  to  oui 
perhaps,  of  the  reach  of  those,  who  are  common  nature.  ^  ^^ 
better  instructed  than  mo.  Onothingl  see  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  * 
dtftuictly,  because  the  bishops  of  France  Yer^  truly,  &6  ^ 
have  proved  it  by  their  example ;  and  that  Edmund  Burke. 
k,  that  they  have  made  known  to  all  the 

orders  ana  all  the  classes  of  citizens,  the  This  letter  was  answered  by  the  arch- 
advantages  which  even  religion  can  de-  bishop  in  another,  equally  eloquent  and 
rive  from  the  alliance  of  its  own  proper  expressive  of  liberal  sentiments. 
dignity  with  the  character  which  iUustri- 


buth  and  the  sentiment  of  honour  August  7, 1791. 

gives  to  roan.            •  Sir, 

It  is  with  good  reason,  that  in  France  You  have  been  pleased  to  addresi 

the  noblosseskiould  be  proud  of  the  clergy,  to  me  an  opinion  that  does  me  honov^ 
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• 

tad  I  cannot  conceal  the  impression,  that  secute  those  who  practise  what  they  o^ 
the  sufTrage  of  the  man,  the  most  cele-  lieve  in  religion,  and  who  wish  to  preserve 
brated  for  taJents,  virtues,  and  success,  the  worship  of  their  fatlicrs !  We  road 
has  made  on  my  heart  Give  me  leave,  in  the  Constitution,  that "  No  one  ought 
above  all,  to  acknowledge  with  ah  inte-  to  be  disturbed  for  his  religious  opinions  ;** 
rest  infinitely  superior  to  all  personal  con-  we  read  in  the  laws  concerning  religion, 
aidoration,  the  eulogy  which  you  have  oaths,  deprivations,  infamous  penaltif  i. 
made  on  the  respectable  order  of  w^hich  and  exile  ;  and  it  is  on  the  overthrow  oi 
[have  the  honour  to  partake  the  mis-  thejr  new  Constitution  that  they  found  the 
fortunes.  The  first  orator  of  England  civil  Constitution  of  the  clergy.  What 
has  become  the  defender  of  the  clergy  of  has  become  of  all  those  natural  laws. 
France.  Yours  is  the  voice  that  has  so  which  were  to  serve  for  the  basis  of  al! 
long  directed,  and  balanced  the  opinion  their  laws?  We  are  the  men  whom, 
of  a  nation,  of  which  France  oug[ht  rattier  they  wish  to  accuse  with  prejudices,  who 
to  be  the  rival  by  its  progress  m  intelli-  plead  this  day  the  rights  of  Uberty.  The 
gence,  than  by  its  politicaiinterest  Oh !  cause,  sir,  that  we  have  defended,  is  the 
Uiat  the  dark  clouds  which  overhang  my  noble,  just,  and  holy  cause  of  liberty, 
countxy  may  not  for  ever  obscure  the  humanity,  and  religion.  The  cleigy  of 
rays  of  hght  which  the  sciences,  letters,  France  have  demonstrated  what  it  was — 
and  the  arts  bestow  !  We  are  in  a  time  persuasion  witliout  fanaticism — courage 
oftrouble;  we  attend  only  to  the  noise  of  without  excess — and  resistance  without 
our  discussions ;  we  read  only  the  pro-  trouble,  and  without  insurrection.  We 
ductions  of  party ;  and  how  many  wise  have  sufiered  all  kinds  of  loss ;  we  have 
men  and  enlightened  citizens  remain  in  endured  all  sorts  of  rigour ;  and  we  remain 
silence !  We  can  no  longer  judge  for  tranquil  and  firm,  because  nothing  is  so 
ourselves,  and  a  foreign  observer  only  can  unconquerable  as  the  probity  which  sup- 
decide  for  us,  what  ought  to  be  the  judg*  ports  itself  on  religion.  Behold  that  of 
ment  of  posterity.  which  they  cannot  judge  in  the  world! 
When  my  colleagues,  in  addressing  They  conceive  that  honour  is  the  only  sen- 
themselves  to  you,  chose  me  for  their  organ,  timent  which  influences  men  of  all  con- 
Iwas  penetrated  with  their  sentiments,  ditions  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
and  witli  those  of  the  ministers  of  all  most  sacred  duties.  God  forbid  that  I 
ranks,  whom  nothing  can  separate  from  should  weaken  this  noble  instinct,  which 
their  consciences.  I  spoke  for  them  with  conaes  to  the  aid  of  reason,  which  lullies 
the  feeling  which  they  gave  me;  and  the* warrior  in  the  day  of  combat,  and 
the  noble  thoughts,  the  touching  expres-  which  can  animate  to  the  love  of  the 
sions,  I  can  boldly  say,  were  only  the  public  weal  when  it  does  not  mislead  us  in 
daily  impressions  which  the  knowledge  the  pursuit!  But  you  have  better  diiined 
of  their  viitues  inspires.  It  is  wanting  this  simple  and  true  sentiment,  '*  which 
to  their  glory  that  you  should  see  them,  as  I  consists  in  the  habitual  impression  of  our 
have  seen  them,  simple  in  their  conduct,  duty,  of  right  and  of  piety."  This  scnti- 
tninquil  in  their  adversity,  and  content  with  ment  ought  to  be  in  general  that  of  good 
haying  fulfilled  their  duty.  The  church  citizens,  and  there  are  no  morals  m  a 
of  France  is  the  stranded  bark  which  country  where  it  is  not  acted  upon.  It 
the  waters  have  Icfl  after  the  tempest,  they  wish  to  destroy  religion  in  France, 
and  every  one  of  us  in  the  shipwreck  con-  it  will  be  the  first  example  of  an  empire 
templates  with  astonishment  those  new  without  religion ;  and  no  one  has  proved, 
heavens,  and  tliis  new  earth,  which  were  sir,  with  more  eloquence  than  yourself, 
unknown  before.  By  what  destiny  must  how  much  it  imports  to  attach  me  prin- 
it  be,  that  after  having  supported,  all  my  dples  of  human  society  to  something  too 
life,  those  maxims  of  Chnstian  charity,  h^h  for  man  to  outrage  or  destroy.  They 
of  which  the  first  ages  of  the  church  gave  must  consecrate  by  religion,  respect  for 
us  both  lessons  and  examples,  I  see  myself  the  laws;  for  what  must  the  laws  be, 
the  victim  of  intolerance  and  persecution !  which  an  entire  people  obey  only  through 
It  is  in  the  eighteenth  century — it  is  m  a  constraint,  and  not  by  inclination  7  They 
nation  that  doasts  of  its  philosophy — it  is  will  soon  perceive  that  the  force  to  whico 
crren  in  the  moment  that  they  announce  they  yield  is  only*  the  force  which  they 
Uie.  Revolution  of  Liberty,  that  tiiey  per-  give  \  this  force  will  weaken  of  itself  In 
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oomiptioii,  and  the  state  is  no  plated  with  that  entire  composure,  that 

i  nothing  but  the  innocence,  integrity,  and 

Yen.  have  reason,  sir,  to  encourage  us  usefulness  of  his  life,  and  an  unafibcted 

in  the  laborious  career  to  which  we  are  submission  to  the  will  of  Providence,  could 

doomed.    It  is  the  writing  of  such  men  bestow.    In  this  situation  he  had  every 

•a  Tou,  which  maintain  mall  nations  a  consolation  from  family  tenderness,  which 

whoieBome  morality.  We  cannot  help  be-  his  own  kindness  to  his  family  had  indeed 

lieving  that  our  fellow-citizens  will  sooner  well  deserved. 

or  later  do  us  the  justice  which  we  re-  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  was,  on  very  many 

cehre  from  foreigners ;  and  that  we  shall  accounts,  one  oi  the  most  memorable  men 

revive,  in  more  peaceable  times,  the  prin-  of  his  time.    He  was  the  first  English- 

ci|4e8  of  religion  and  humanity.  men  who  added  the  praise  of  the  elegant 

I  do  not  speak  to  you,  sir.  of  those  arts  to  the  other  glories  of  his  country. 
other  writings,  in  which  I  am  desirous  of  In  taste,  in  grace,  in  facility,  in  happy  in- 
showing  how  usefiil  would  be  the  lights  vention,  and  in  the  richness  and  harmony 
of  a'loi^^  and  peaceable  administration,  of  colouring,  he  was  equal  to  the  greatest 
It  does  not  belong  to  me  to  judge  of  the  masters  of  the  renowned  ages.  In  per- 
use which  may  be  made  of  them,  and  it  trait  he  went  beyond  them ;  for  he  com^ 
most  not  astonish  us,  that  m^n  are  un-  municatedto  that  description  of  the  art,  in 
giatefol  for  truths  which  come  from  us,  which  English  artists  are  the  most  en- 
who  have  no  passion  for  revolutions.  ga£[ed,  a  variety,  a  fancy,  and  a  dignity 

Accept,  sir,  the  testimonies  of  the  vene-  derived  from  the  higher  branches,  which 

rati(Hi  ana  attachment,  which  well-inten-  even  those  who  professed  them  in  a  su- 

tioned  men  ought  to  feel  for  the  enlightened  perior  manner^did  not  always  preserve 

and  virtuous  (X  all  countries.  I  cannot  tell  when  they  delineated  individual  nature, 

you  how  sensible  we  have  been  to  the  His  portraits  remind  the  spectator  of  the 

atteotioii,  which  the  clergy  of  England  invention  of  history,  and  tne  amenity  of 

have  shown  towards  one  of  our  most  landscape.    In  pouting  portraits,  he  ap- 

virtuoos  and  respectable  colleagues.  You  pearednot  to  be  raised  upon  that  platform, 

are  equally  just  to  his  character  in  society,  out  to  descend  upon  it  firom  a  higher  sphere 

as  to  his  principles  and  courage ;  and  His  paintings  illustrate  his  lessons,  and 

such  are  the  regrets  of  his  diocese^  that  his  lessons  seem  to  be  derived  from  his 

they  consider  his  absence  as  a  pubhcca-  paintings. 

lamity.  He  possessed  the  thcoiy  as  perfectly 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  as  the  practice  of  his  art    To  be  such  a 

&C.  &C.  &c.  painter,  he  was  a  profound  and  pene- 
trating philosopher. 

On  the  23d  of  February  1792,  died  Sir  In  tull  happiness  of  foreign  and  domes- 

Jodioa  Reynolds,  the  old  and  constant  tic  fame,  admired  by  the  expert  in  art, 

friend  of  Edmxtnd  Burkb,  who,  on  the  and  by  the  learned  in  science,  courted  by 

hnpolse  of  the  moment,  drew  up  a  beau-  the  great,  caressed  by  sovereign  powers, 

tifiii  sketch  of  his  character,  for  the  public  and  celebrated  by  distinguished  poets, 

papers.    This  eulogium,  which  has  been  his  native  humility,  modesty,  and  candour 

eompared  to  that  ofApelles,  by  Pericles,  never  forsook  him,  even  on  surprise  or 

we  here  insert,  as  alike  honourable  to  the  provocation ;  nor  was  the  least  degree  of 

meritsof  the  decMwed,and  the  feeUngs  of  arrogance  or  assumption  visible  to  the 

tbe  survivor : —  most  scrutinizing  eye,  in  any  part  of  his 

conduct  or  discourse. 

Last  nijght,  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  His  talents  of  every  kind— powerful 

hb  age,  died,  at  his  house  in  Leicester  from  nature,  and  not  meanly  cultivated  by 

Fiekia,  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.                     .  letters — his  social  virtues  in  all  the  rela- 

His  illness  was  longj  but  borne  with  a  tions  and  all  the  habitudes  of  life,  ren- 

mild  and  cheerful  fortitude,  without  the  dered  him  the  centre  of  a  very  sreat  and 

least  mixture  of  any  thing  irritable  or  que-  unparalleled  variety  of  agreeable  sode- 

miooa,  agreeably  to  the  placid  and  even  ties,  which  will  be  dissipated  by  hui  death, 

tenor  of  his  whole  Ufe.    He  had  from  He  had  too  much  merit  not  to  excite 

the  beginning  of  his  malady  a  distinct  some  jealousy,  too  much  innocence  to 

tiew  of  his  dissolution^  which  he  contem-  provoke  any  enmity.    The  loss  of  no 
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man  of  his  time  can  be  felt  with  more  qoence  of  which  waa,  that  matead  of 

sincere,  general,  and  mimixed  sorrow.  one  governor  they  had  seven  himdre<* 

Hail  and  Farewell  !  tyrimts.^ 

With  such  an  instance   before  their 

Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  gave  a  striking  eyes,  Mr^  Burke  said,  his  advice  was, 

testimony  of  the  steadiness  of  his  attach-  **  Be  wise  by  experience;  hold  fast  the 

racnt  to  Mr.  Burke,  by  appointing  him  blessings  you  enjoy,  and  trust  to  no  theo* 

one  of  his  executors,  and  bequeathing  to  retical  remedies." 

him  jS2,000,  in  addition  to  a  like  sum  Soon  aAer  this,  Mr.  Fox  came  forward 

which  he  had  lent  to  him  some  time  be-  with  a  motion  in  favour  of  the  Unitanan 

fore,  and  the  bond  for  which  he  directed  Dissenters ;  which  Mr.  Burke  also  op> 

to  be  cancelled.  posed,  not  upon  intolerant  grounds,  but 

It  has  been  said,  and  at  one  time  the  from  a  persuasion  that    the  claimants 

report  was  pretN"  generally  credited,  that  were  dangerous  subjects,  who  aimed  at  the 

the  published  aiscourses  of  Sir  Joshua,  downfall  of  eveiy  system  which  was  dear 

uDon  the  principles  of  the  art  which  he  to  the  country,  and  whose  religion  was 

aaomed,  were  in  a  great  measure  indebted  connected  with  political  prindues  hos- 

fi)r  their  elegance  to  the  pen  of  Burke  ;  but  tile  to  the  welfare  of  the  establishment 

this  assertion'  has   been  so  completely  both  civil  and  religious.    This  chaise 

disproved  by  those  who  possessed  the  roused  the  members  around  him,  (for  he 

best  means  of  information,  as  to  be  no  still  sat  on  the  opposition  bench,)  to  an 

longer  worthy  of  credit.  excessive  degree  of  animosity.    In  an- 

This  was  a  busy  year  to  Mr.  Burke,  swer  to  those  who  demanded  proofe  of 
who,  besides  his  private  avocations,  and  what  he  alleged,  Mr.  Burke  narrated  the 
the  multiplicity  of  nis  correspondence,  felt  proceedings  of  some  late  meetings  of  the 
himself  bound  to  stand  forward  against  Unitarian  Dissenters,  which  demonstrated 
the  innovations  proposed  by  his  old  as-  unequivocally  their  connexion  with  the 
sociates.  Early  m  the  session,  Mr.,  now  French  canmbais.  This  expression  being 
Earl  Grey,  introduced  his  motion  for  a  caught  up  by  the  supporters  of  the  motion, 
Parliamentary  Reform,  which  ill-timed  proauceaa  repetition  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
measure  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Burke  in  Burke,  who  said,  G^entlemen  might  cry 
a  very  powerful  speech.  He  began  by  out,  ^*  Hear !  hear  !**  as  long  as  they 
compann?  his  situation  to  that  of  a  worn-  thought  proper ;  he  had,  however,  assert- 
out  mvalid  in  the  battles  of  the  state,  and  ed  no  more  than  what  he  could  prove  i 
who  was  now  left  to  guard  the  citadel  for  he  could  show,  by  documents,  that 
of  the  constitution.  Af^er  this  exordium  the  French  cannibals,  after  having  torn 
he  waived  the  general  subject  as  ofiering  out  the  hearts  of  those  they  had  murdered, 
nothing  new,  but  he  showed  the  danger  squeezed  the  blood  into  their  wine  and 
of  the  discussion,  by  exhibiting  proofs  drank  it 

that  there  was  an  avowed  party  m  the  As  the  name  of  Dr.  Priestley  was 

country  whose  object  was  to  overthrow  brought  up  in  the  course  of  this  aebate, 

and  change  the  constitution.    Upon  being  Mr.  ourke  took  occasion  to  bestow  some 

urged  by  the  most  clamorous  calls,  to  severe  censures  upon  the  principles  of 

produce  his  evidence,  he  entered  into  par-  that  restless  polemic.    This  will  account 

ticufar  details,  and  named  several  soci^  for  the  angry  tone  in  which  the  doctor 

•ties  recently  formed  on  revolutionary  prin-  ever  after  spoke  of  his  old  acquaintance ; 

ciples.    **  When  such  persons,*^  saia  he,  but  when  he  circulated  the  story  that  Mr. 

"the  advocates  for  Paine^s  doctrines,  the  Burke,  on  hearing  of  the  riots  at  Bir- 

solicitors  of  a  confederacy  with  the  most  mingham,  ran  about  in  an  ecstacy  of  joy, 

infamous  foreign  clubs,  were  also  the  ad-  congratulating  every  body  he  met,  he  was 

vocatea  for  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  it  guilty  himself  of  the  very  oflence  against 

was  high  time  to  sound  the  alarm  of  dan-  chanty,  which  he  attempted  to  fasten  upon 

ger  to  the  constitution.    In  France,  the  another,  for  he  had  no  authority  whatever 

advocates  of  Reform^  at  the  venr  moment  to  adduce  in  proof  of  what  he  related, 

their  king  vras  carrymg  into  effect  a  real  Such  was  the  serious  aspectof  the  timea, 

and  substantial  change  for  the  national  that  rarliament  assembled  again  at  the 

good,  snatched  the  crown  from  his  head,  end  of  the  same  year,  to  adopt  measures 

and  overturned  his  throne ;  the  conse-  for  the  security  of  the  country,  the  peace 
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•r  whidi  was  threatened  hj  societies  t£Sli-  and  to  admire  a  monarchical  form  ofgo- 

ated^  OQ  the  pretest  of  Reform,  but  palpf-  vemment     In  the  mean  time  the  radc" 

blj  intaoded  to  bring  about  a  ReTolution,  of  opposition  became  thinner  ereiy  day^ 

■im'dar  to  that  of  France.    In  the  debates  and  many  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Fox  fol 

that  arose  QDon  the  address,  Fox  and  She-  lowed  the  example  of  Burke,  when  he 

lidan  lidiculed  the  alarm  that  had  been  crossed  the  floor  of  the  house,  and  declar* 

excited,  and  condemned  the  speech  from  ed  that  be  quitted  the  camp  for  ever. 

the  throne,  as  a  libel  upon  the  people.  On  taking  a  retrospect  of  these  tem* 

BiraKB^  in  reply,  maintained  that  with  the  pestuous  scenes,  and  considering  the  mar- 

■ame  lostice  Cicero  might  hare   been  vellous  events,  that  for  a  series  of  yean 

chargea  with  libelling  all  Rome,  when  he  resulted  from  the   revolutionary  abyss 

announced  theconspiracy  of  Cataline  and  then  opened  in  France,  one  cannot  help 

his  companions,  and  their  intention  to  admiring  the  penetrating  cenius  of  the 

bom  the  dty,  and  massacre  the  senate.  man  who  first  oetected  the  deceitful  mass 

Against  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Fox  that  lay  beneath,  and  foretold  the  desola^ 

far  a  negociation  with  the  French  repub-  tion  wnich  the  eruption  would  produce, 

linns,  he  entered  his  solemn  protest  in  Mr.  Burke  misht  truly  bo  called  theCas 

tfab  energetic  lanmiage  :  '*  Stained  with  sandra  of  his  day,  for  every  speech  thai 

crimes^  buisting  and  danming  all  the  courts  he  uttered,  and  every  line  that  he  wrote  on 

of  Europe,  ought  France  to  bo  acknow-  the  subject  of  France,  received  in  the  issue, 

ledffed  7  Ou^ht  she  to  be  acknowledged  the  stamp  of  an  oracle.    It  is  true,  thai 

wimout  waiting  (in  the  words  of  Hamlet)  his  zeal  on  this  subject,  sometimes  carrieo 

for  the  whetting  of  the  axe?"  Ought  she  him  to  great  lensths,  but  if  in  a  few  in* 

to  be  acknowlmiged  in  the  tee  ih  of  all  stances,  as  when  ne  exhibited  a  dagger  to 

her  denrees  of  universal  hatred  to  mo-  illustrate  the  character  and  fiuth  of  repub- 

narchies,  and  in  the  teeth  of  the  com-  lican  amity,  he  appeared  too  theatncal ; 

nuasioQ  of  regicide  7  Oh !  if  she  were,  the  the  intes nty  of  the  motive  must  be  admit- 

natio'i  might  depend  upon  it,  that  the  ted,  and  much  allowance  therefore  is  due 

man!  er  of  the  king  of  France  would  only  to  the  enthusiasm  by  which  he  was  ani- 

be  pi  eliminary  to  the  murder  of  the  king  mated.  At  this  critical  period,  the  thoughts 

of  England !"  of  Mr.  Burke  were  directed  wholly  to  the 

Ml*.  BuaKB  then  proceeded  to  declare,  general  welfare,  while  Mr.  Fox  courted 
that  as  soon  as  Great  Britain  acknow-  Uie  applause  of  the  multitude.  Thecool- 
ledged  the  existing  state  of  things  in  France,  ness  that  had  subsisted  between  these  two 
fay  a  formal  negociation,  from  that  moment,  great  men  for  three  years,  was  not  how- 
re^  extanHbus,  she  roust  bow  the  neck  to  ever  of  such  a  nature  as  to  preclude  all 
that  eountiy.  This  was  a  consequence  hopes  of  roconciliation,  till  this  session  of 
which  he  insisted  would  be  the  result  of  parliament  Efforts  indeed  had  actually 
such  policy.  "  In  her  system  of  conduct,**  been  made,  to  bring  about  a  union  of  paitiet 
obserred  the  orator,  "France  has  fd-  forthepublicbenent,but  they  were  all  ren> 
bwed  thatof  Mahomet,  who,  afliecting  to  dered  nugatory  by  the  obstinacy  of  Mr. 
pceacb  peace,  carried  his  Koran  in  one  Fox,  who  even  refused  to  consult  the  meet 
nod,  and  the  sword  in  the  other,  to  punish  respectable  members  of  the  opposition, 
ill  who  would  not  acknowledge  his  mis-  on  the  measures  proper  to  be  sdopted  in 
sion.    Thus  has  acted  the  French  repub-  the  senate. 

Mc    It  has  publii^ed  a  declaration  of  the  It  seemed  therefore  evident,  that  he  was 

rights  of  man,  and  propagated  them  by  setting  up  for  himself,  and  as  he  espoused 

tifte  sword."  the  cause  of  the  French  abroad,  and  tha' 

MnFoz,  however,  was  not  to  be  driven  of  the  republican  faction  at  home,  then 

from  his  purpose  by  these  arguments,  was  reason  enough  to  apprehend  the  mofr 

tboogfa  they  were  confirmed  by  the  glai^  serious  consequences  from  his  ascen- 

tng  eYideoce  of  facts  on  every  side.    He  denc;^.    Burki^  knew  that  revolutionaiy 

persevered  in  maintaining  that  there  was  principles   must  produce   revolutionaiy 

DO  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  prsctices ;   and  it   was  this  conviction 

rerolationary  doctrines  which  were  then  which  made  him  so  active  in  exposing  the 

lapidly  spreading  over  the  country,  and  danger  of  that  finendship  with  regiades, 

bo  ttm  ooQtinoed  to  palliate  the  conduct  which  his  opponents  assiduously  sought 

of  the  French  repobhcans,  thou^  at  the  and  earnestly  r^ommended.    At  the  end 

HBa  tune  be  pnreiMd  to  abhor  regidde,  of  tbb  stormy  session,  Mr.  Bvrkb  drew 
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up,  and  conununicated  to  the  Duke  of  friends,  assisted  by  a  oervant,  vras  cany 

Portland,  a  narrative  of  the  proceedings  ias  him  into  an  aCher  room,  he  taintly  said 

of  Mr.  Fox  and  his  cabal,  in  which  many  *^od  bless  yci,"  fell  back,  and  expiree 

extraordinary  facts  were  developed,  full  wiUiout  a  eroan.    His  remains  were  in 

enough  to  justify  the  separation  that  had  terred,  on  Uie  15th,  in  the  church  of  Bea 

taken  place,  and  the  necessity  of  giving  consficld  in  Buckinghamshire,  in  which 

support  to  the  government  for  the  preser-  parish  he  had  long  resided,  on  an  estate 

vation  of  the  constitution.  which  is  said  to  have  been  given  him  by  the 

In  1794,  Mr.  Burke  had  two  severe  marquis  of  Rockinsham.  But  it  is  ex- 
trials,  in  the  dcatli  of  his  brother,  followed  traordinary,  and  Httle  to  the  credit  of  the 
by  that  of  his  only  son  Richard,  who  was  age,  that  as  yet  no  monument  has  been 
his  colleague  in  the  representation  of  Mai-  raised  to  his  memory.  M  r.  Burke  in  his 
ton.  The  next  year  he  retired  from  par-  person  was  about  nve  feet  ten  inches  in 
Uament;  and  soon  ader  received  the  grant  neight,  erect,  and  well  formed  ;  his  coun- 
of  a  pension  for  himself  and  his  wife,  tenance  was  pleasing,  but  being  very  near- 
payable  out  of  the  civil  list  But  this  sighted,  bis  action  inpublic  speaking  lost 
mark  of  the  royal  favour,  though  bestowed  much  of  its  ofiect  Of  his  talents  there 
when  he  was  no  longer  in  a  situation  to  cannot  be  two  opinions ;  his  knowledge 
assist  ministers  by  his  vote,  brought  upon  was  so  various  that  he  could  converse 
him  a  load  of  illiberal  abuse ;  and  two  upon  all  subjects,  and  that  with  such  a 
peers  did  themselves  no  honour  by  the  grasp  of  mind  and  felicity  of  expression, 
manner  of  their  noticing  Mr.  Burke  and  as  delighted  Uie  hearer,  who,  on  parting 
hispension  in  the  House  of  Lords.  from  him  naturally  exclaimed,  "  What 

These  illiberal  attacks,  (for  such  they  a  wonderful  man !" 

unquestionably  were,)  produced  a  spirit-  As  an  orator  he  stood  confessedly  in 

ed  retort  in  a  letter  aadressed  to  Lord  the  very  first  class,  but  he  had  the  fault 

Fitzwilliam.    In  this  tract  the  venerable  of  prolixity,  and  too  generally  overloaded 

author  gave  abundant  proof,  that  neither  his  argument  with  an  exuberance  of  illus- 

age  nor  misfortune  had  weakened  his  trative  imoigery.     His  metaphors  were 

men'feal  energies :  and  if  those>who  so  wan-  sometimes  incongruous,  and  his  language 

tonly  provoked  him  did  not  writhe  under  was  occasionally  so  low  as  to  excite  sur- 

the  scourge,  their  nerves  must  have  been  prise  and  disgust    In  his  manners  he  was 

of  a  peculiar  construction.               •  urbane  and  generous,  very  communica- 

The  next  and  last  performance  which  tive  of  his  advice,  and  ready  to  patronize 

Mr.  Burke  gave  to  the  public,  was  a  merit.     Of  this  he  gave  a  proof  in  his 

series  of  **  Letters  on  the  Proposals  for  liberality  to  Barry  the  painter,  whom  he 

Peace  with  the   Regicide  Directory  of  took  under  his  protection  in  Dublin,  and 

France :"  and  of  all liis  works  this  may  sent  bun  at  his  own   expense  to  Italy, 

fairly  challenge  the  pre-eminence  for  a  While  there,  the  most  friendly  correspond- 

comprehensive  view  of  foreign  and  do-  ence  passed  between  them,  and  through 

mestic  policy,  strength  of  reasoning,  and  life  Mr.  Burke  behaved  kindly  to  his 

powerful  appeals  to  the  understanmng.  ingenious  countryman,  although  the  be> 

The  design  of  it  was  as  exalted  as  the  haviour  of  Barry  was  far  from  being  such 

execution  was  masterly ;  being  no  less  as  he  could  approve, 

than  to  rouse  the  nation  from  a  state  of  The  literary  character  of  Mr.  Burkb 

despondency  under  difficulties,  to  confi-  is  above  all  praise.    Though  he  wrote 

dence  in  its  resources,  and  a  vigorous  ex-  rapidly,  not  a  line  dropped  from  his  pen 

ertion  of  its  powers,  in  a  struggle,  the  but  what  bore  the  striking  impress  of^his 

glorious  termination  of  which  our  politi-  powerful  mind,  and  in  truth  he  can  hardly 

cal  Nestor  foresaw  and  foretold.  oe  said  to  have  written  a  single  page  with- 

At  length  these  incessant  labours  ope-  out  communicating  to  the  most  enlighten- 
rated  upon  the  constitution  of  M  r.  Burke  ed  reader  something  new,  either  in  thought 
m  a  tnanner  that  soon  gave  indications  or  illustration.  Wisdom  and  eloquence, 
of  a  rapid  decay.  Still,  amidst  all  hb  which  others  attain  with  labour,  were  ic 
^ily  weakness,  his  mind  preserved  its  him  the  habitual  and  ordinary  march  ot 
vigour,  and  on  the  seventh  of  July,  1797,  his  ideas ;  whence  his  style  constantly  ex- 
ile conversed  with  animation  on  the  great  hibits  such  a  superabundance  of  argument 
Buti^t  which  had  so  long  occupied  his  and  imagery,  that  while  our  attention  is 
Ihoaghts.    The  next  day,  wlule  one  of  his  pursuing  the  track  of  his  reASonm^^  wm 
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in  danger  of  losing  ourselves  amidst  the  regulation  of  their  conduct  in  peiilous 
tbe  vano  is  beauties  with  which  it  is  en-  times,  were  driven  about  by  every  wind 
forced  and  embellished.  The  same  cha-  that  blew,  having  no  point  of  certain  dis- 
racterisUcs  distinguished  the  oratory  of  Unction,  nor  any  principles  upon  which 
Mr.  Burke,  that  arc  still  perceived  in  his  they  could  depend  for  their  guidance  and 
compositions;  but  thougn  he  rarely,  if  security,  amiast  the  sea  of  revolutionaiy 
ever,  failed  to  delight  his  hearers  by  his  strife,  from  which,  as  they  and  others 
manner  and  his  matter,  he  too  frequently  vainly  flattered  themselves,  a  new  world 
weakened  the  effect  of  his  elocution  by  of  perfection  was  about  to  arise.  Most 
not  stopping  at  the  right  period  of  his  ar-  of  these  visionaries  have  dropped  into 
gument ;  the  consequence  of  which  was.  oblivion,  and  the  few  that  remain  are  so 
that  those  who  hai  been  charmed  and  little  known,  that  their  very  names  will 
coovinccJ  by  the  formerpart  of  the  speech,  in  a  short  space  be  forgotten.  Burke, 
became,  at  the  close  of  it,  languid,  tired,  on  the  contrary,  has  leftan  imperishable 
and  indifieient  memorial ;  every  day  increases  its  value, 
In  domestic  life  Mr.  Burke  exhibited  and  future  ages  will  have  recourse  to  it 
such  a  strikdig  contrast  to  his  associates,  for  the  maxims  of  political  wisdom  in  the 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  some  surprise  how  a  government  and  direction  of  life.  W  hat- 
person  of  his  philosophical  principles  and  ever  may  be  thought  of  those  infirmities 
temperate  habits  could  endure  a  connexion  which  he  possess^  in  common  with  the 
vita  men,  most  of  whose  time  was  dissi.  rest  of  mankind,  or  of  the  errors  into 
pated,  to  use  no  worse  term,  in  midnight  which  he  occasionally  fell,  he  had  the 
revelry  over  the  bottle,  or  at  the  gaming-  singular  merit  of  dissolving  the  links  of 
table.    To  reconcile  private  vice  wipi  party,  at  a  critical  period,  when  that  party 

Cblic  virtue  is  a  task  which  no  casuist  began  to  assume  the  dangerous  part  of 

B  yet  ventured  to  undertake  in  a  free  a  taction,  under  a  leader  whose  ambition 

and  impartial  spirit ;  nor  would  an^  one  admitting  no  restraint, 

engage  in  the  proof  that  the  union  is  "  Sprung  upwards,  like  a  pyramid  of  fire 

consistent,  were  it  not  from  a  desire  to  Into  the  wild  expanse,  and  through  the  shock 

ioBti^  particular  characters,  whose  morals  eI",^!  J^','^^  w  Thhl'''  a"  ?"  "^"^^  '''""'* 

navp been  at  variance  with  the  professions  J!^!^?^  ,  won    »  way. 

irfaich  they  set  up  in  the  face  of  the  world.  Taking,  therefore,  a  rctrosoecti  ve  glance 

Dr.  Price  was  weU  aware  of  this,  and  f^  ^  P»rt  of  our  naUonal  history,  and 

therefore,  in  one  of  his  political  sermons,  looking  stead&sUy  upon  the  opposite  con- 

he  took  ^Kxsiiion,  sharply,  to  reprobate  ^""^^  ^^ ^«  ™f  J^^o  distinguished  hem- 

the  pernicious  maiim,  t&at  patriotism  and  f^^T^  when  the  horrors  of  the  RevoluUon 

pmiWy  could  exist  in  the'same  person,  ^ad  nearly  broken  m  upon  the  shores  of    . 

SrSl  this  in  reference  to  the  leaScrs  of  ^n^fin*  o".«,  ^.t!"?"^  ^?^^  admiring  the  in- 

Che  party  to  which  he  belonged,  and  he  ^^l^  «P"J^  ^'J.  fi^st  and  last  opposed 

lani^tei  most  devoutly  and  sincerely,  «ie  torrent,  imd  for  so  domg brought  upon 

that  while,  by  their  oitorical  powere,  ^TJ^|*^  ^*l®.  H- ^  ?li"u  ?J"P*:^"\  ^""i 

ibeM  great  m^  were  upholding  aVid  prol  »»  ^^  ^^^  intimidated  by  their  taunts  and 

pagating  the  same  doctnncs  wiQi  himself,  T^T^f  **!**  ^^  ^T"^  ^^  '^^"®'  """"^ 

M  beiii  eMential  to  human  happiness  *>y  ^^^^  fi™?®»«  J>^*^«^"»«  »  ™f »»,  'n«^.™- 

they  reifdeied  them  altogether  negatory  "^^^^^  ^f  rpusmg  the  naUon  to  that  resist 

bv  tfHJ  most  scandalous  conduct  in  the  ^^  ^ff^"^}  Vv!'^^'^^'^^  "^uT  •tl?' 

oJtfinary  transactions  of  life.  gave  peace  to  the  world.    Like  the  faith. 

When  the  French  Revolution  broke  »"»  f  ?P^  f^  admirably  painted  by  the 

00^  it  wns  seen  that  P»bUcjnd  private  P^^l^^fi^.^ble  false,  unmo.'d, 

nrtoc  cannot  be  separated,  without  en-  unshaken,  unseducd,  umerrified  ; 

dangering    the    fundamental   pnnciples  His  loyalty  he  kepc,  his  lore,  his  zeal ; 

upon  which  all  social  order  must  stand,  Nor  number  nor  example,  with  him  wrougb 

and  by  the  consummation  of  which  the  To  swerje  from  Truth,  or  change  his  eonsum 

fights  of  individuals  can  alone  be  secured.  Though  single.    From  amidst  them,  fortSThs 

in  that  storm,  Burke  appeared  un-  Long  way  through  hostile  scorn,  which  he  sut* 

ingnable,  like  the  rock  whose  basis  is  uijn'd                       r      ^      ^ 

aSta  .hefoundtjon  of  eternal  m^r^  SUS'iJS;-  A"^"~r»"iiT«J  h"l*.u,U 

My,  wfade  the  pobtical  sophists  ot  the  daj,  q^  ,hoge  proud  lownn  to  swift  desouuioi 

wnnff  Dotfaing  iCable  in  their  minds  for  hurl>d." 


IDVERTISEMENT  TO  THE  READ£B. 


Tiifl  Inte  Mr  Burke,  fram  a  principlo  of  disposed  in  chronological  order,  with  the  99 

onaflected  hDmi)'gr»  which  they,  who  were  the  ception  of  the  Preface  to  Briasot'i  AddreH 

sioflC  iatimatolj  acqaainted  with  his  character,  which  having  appeared  in  tho  Author*!  iifo> 

beat  know  to  hafe  been  -in  his  estinatiao  one  time,  and  from  delicacy  not  being  avowed  by 

of  the  most  impurtant  moral  duties,  never  him-  him,  did  not  come  within  the  plan  of  this 

self  made  any  oolledion  of  the  various  iwbUr  edition,  but  has  been  placed  at  the  end  of  the 

cations  with  which,  during  a  period  of  forty  last  volume,  on  iti  being  found  deficient  in  just 

years,  he  adorned  and  enriched  the  literature  bulk. 

of  this  country.    When,  however,  the  rapid  The  several  posthumous   publications,  as 

and  unexampled  demand  lor  his  ''  Reflections  they  from  time  to  time  made  their  appearance, 

00  the  Revolution  of  France,"  had  unequiv<^  were  accompanied  by  appropriate  prefaces. 

caQy  testified  his  celebrity  as  a  writer,  some  These,  however,  as   they  were  principally 

of  his  friends  so  far  prevailed  upon  him,  that  intended  for  tenq)orary  purposes,  have  been 

he  permitted  them  to  put  forth  a  regular  edition  omitted.    Some  few  explanations  only,  which 

of  his  works.    Accordingly,  three  volumes  in  they  contained,  seem  here  to  be  necessary, 

quarto  appeared  under  thiU  title  in  1793,  print*  The  **  Observations  on  the  Conduct  of  the 

ed  for  the  late  Mr.  Dodsley.    That  edition.  Minority  in  the  Session  of  1793,"  had  been 

thwrefbre,  has  been  made  the  foundation  of  the  written  and  sent  by  Mr.  Burice  as  a  paper 

praseat,  for  which  a  form  has  been  chosen  entirely  abJ  strictly  confidential;  but  it  crept 

better  adapted  to  pvblic  convenience.    Such  surreptitiouslyintothe  worid,throu|^  thefiraiid 

crroors  of  the  press  as  have  been  discovered  and  treachery  of  the  man  whom  he  had  em- 

ia  it  are  here  rectified;  in  other  respects  it  is  ployed  to  transcribe  it,  and,  as  usually  happens 

Guthfully  followed,  except  that  in  one  instance,  in  such  cases,  came  fi>rth  in  a  very  msiigled 

tn  accident  of  little  moment  has  occasioned  a  state,  under  a  false  title,  and  witluHit  the  in- 

flight  deviation  from  the  strict  chronological  troductory  letter.    The  friends  of  tho  Author, 

anangement ;  and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  a  without  waiting  to  consult  him,  instantly  ob> 

tpttdx  of  conspicuous  excellence,  on  his  de-  tained  an  injunction  from  the  Court  of  Chan- 

dinli^  the  poll  at  Bristol,  in  1780,  is  here,  for  eery  to  stop  the  sale.    What  he  himself  felt, 

the  first  time,  inserted  in  its  proper  place.  on  receiving  intelligence  of  the  injury  done 

As  the  activity  of  the  Author's  mind,  and  him  by  one,  from  whom  hit  kindness  deserved 

die  lively  interest  which  he  took  in  the  welfare  a  very  different  turn,  will  be  best  oanveyod  in 

of  has  country,  ceased  only  with  his  life,  many  his  own  words.    The  following  is  an  extract 

lubsequent  productions  issued  firom  his  pen,  of  a  letter  to  a  friend,  which  he  dictated  on 

which  were  received  in  a  manner  correspond-  this  subject  from  a  sick  bed: 
ing  with  his  distinguished  reputation.     He 

mote  also  various  tracts,  of  a  less  popular  *^JSaihj  I5th  FA.  1797. 

description,  which  he  designed  for  private  "  My  Deab  Lau&enck,— On  the  appear^ 

circulatioo,  in  quarters  whore  he  supposed  anceoftheadvertiscroent,  all  newspapers,  and 

Ihey  might  produce  most  benefit  to  the  com-  all  letters  have  been  kept  back  from  me  til 

BBonity ;  but  which,  with  some  other  papers,  this  time.     Mrs.  Buriie  opened  your's,  and 

have  been  printed  since  his  death,  fhnn  c<^ies  finding  that  all  the  measures  in  the  power  of 

which  he  lefl  behind  him  fairly  transcribed,  Dr.  King,  yourself,  and  Mr.  Woodford,  ha4 

aad  most  of  them  corrected  as  for  the  press,  been  taken  to  suppress  the  publication,  she 

Ai!  these,  now  first  collected  together,  form  ventured  to  deliver  me  the  letters  to-day,  whid* 

the  eootents  of  the  last  volume.     T^ey  art  were  read  to  me  in  my  bed,  about  two  o'clock 

Vol.  I.— 1 


T  ADVERTISEMENT. 

''  This  affair  does  vex  me ;  but  I  am  not  in  it,  mi^t  hare  seemed  an  abandonment  of  tha 

a  state  of  health  at  present  to  be  deeply  vexed  principles  which  it  contained.    The  Author, 

at  any  thing.     Whenever  this  matter  comes  therefore,  discovoing  that,  with  the  exception 

into  discussion,  I  authorize  you  to  contradict  of  the  introductory  letter,  he  had  not  in  fact 

the  infamous  reports,  which  (I  am  informed)  kept  any  clean  copy,  as  he  had  supposed,  cor- 

havo  been  given  out;  that  this  paper  had  been  rected  one  of  the  panqihlets  with  hu  own  hand, 

circulated  through  the  Ministry,  and  was  in-  From  this,  which  was  found  preserved  with  his 

tended  gradually  to  slide  into  the  press.    To  other  papers,  his  friends  afterwards  thought  it 

the  best  of  my  recollection,  I  never  had  a  clean  their  du^  to  give  an  authentic  edition. 

eopy  of  it  but  one,  which  is  now  in  my  posses-  The  **  Tbou^ts  and  Details  on  Scarcity" 

sion ;  I  never  communicated  that,  but  to  the  were  originally  presented  in  the  form  of  a 

Duke  of  Portland,  from  whom  I  had  it  back  Memorial  to  Mr.  Pitt.    The  Author  proposed 

again.    But  the  Duke  will  set  this  matter  to  aflerwards  to  recast  the  same  matter  in  a  new 

r^fatB,  if  in  reality  there  were  two  copies,  and  shape.    He  even  advertised  the  intended  work 

he  has  one.    1  never  shewed  it,  as  they  loiow,  under  the  title  of  '*  Letters  on  Rural  CEcooo- 

to  any  one  of  the  Ministry.    If  the  Duke  has  mics,  addrcMsed  to  Mr.  Arthur  Young;"  but 

really  a  copy,  I  believe  his  and  mine  are  the  he  seems  to  have  finished  only  two  or  three 

only  ones  that  exist,  except  what  was  taken  detached  fragments  of  the  first  letter.    These 

by  fiaud  from  loose  and  incorrect  papers  by  being  too  imperfect  to  be  printed  al<itae,  his 

S           ,  to  whom  I  gave  the  letter  to  copy,  firiends  inserteid  them  in  the  Memorial,  where 

As  soon  as  I  began  to  suspect  him  ci^aUe  of  they  seemed  best  to  cohere.    The  Memorial 

any  such  scandalous  breach  of  trust,  you  know  had  been  fairly  copied,  but  did  not  appear  to 

with  yvhat  anxiety  I  got  the  loose  papers  out  have  been  examined  or  ocnrected,  as  some 

of  his  hands,  not  having  reason  to  think  that  trifling  errours  of  the  transcriber  were  percqn 

be  kept  any  other.    Neither  do  I  believe  in  tible  in  it.    The  manuscript  of  the  fiitgments 

fret  (unless  he  meditated  this  viDainy  long  was  a  rough  draft  from  the  Author's  own  hand, 

ago)  that  he  did  or  does  now  possess  any  clean  much  bk>tted  and  very  ccmfused. 

copy.  I  never  communicated  that  paper  to  any  The  *' Third  Letter  on  the  Proposals  for 

one  out  of  the  very  small  circle  of  those  private  Peace  "  was  in  its  progress  through  the  press 

friends,  from  whom  I  concealed  nothing.  when  Mr.  Buike  died.    About  one  half  of  it 

'  *  But  I  beg  you  and  my  friends  to  be  cautious  was  actually  revised  in  print  by  himself,  though 

how  you  let  it  be  understood,  that  I  disclaim  any  not  in  the  exact  order  oif  the  pages  as  they  now 

thing  but  the  mere  act  and  intention  of  publica-  stand.    He  enlarged  his^first  drafl,  and  sepa- 

tion.   I  do  not  retract  any  one  of  the  sentiments  rated  one  great  member  of  his  subject,  for  the 

contained  in  that  Memorial,  which  was  and  is  purpose  of  introducing  some  other  matter  be- 

Diy  justification,  addressed  to  the  friends,  for  tween.    The  different  parcels  of  manuscript, 

whose  use  alone  I  intended  it.  Had  I  designed  designed  to  intervene,  were  discovered.    Oae 

it  for  the  public,  I  should  have  been  more  exact  of  them  he  seemed  to  have  gone  over  himself, 

and  full.  It  was  written  in  a  tone  of  indignation,  and  to  have  improved  and  augmented.    The 

in  consequence  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Whig  other,  (fortunately  the  smaller,)  was  much  more 

Club,  which  were  directly  pointed  against  my-  imperfect,  just  as  it  was  taken  from  his  mouth 

self  and  others,  and  occasioned  our  secession  by  dictation.    No  impwtant  change,  none  at 

from  that  club ;  which  is  the  last  act  of  my  all  affecting  the  meaning  of  any  passage,  has 

life  that  I  shall  under  any  circumstances  repent,  been  made  in   either,  though  in  the  more 

Many  temperaments  and  explanations  there  imperfect  parcel,  some  latitude  of  discretion 

would  have  been,  if  I  had  ever  had  a  notion  in  subordinate  points  was  necessarily  used, 

that  it  should  meet  the  public  eye."  There  is,  however,  a  considerable  member, 

for  the  greater  part  of  which,  Mr.  Burke's 

Inthemeantimealarge impression, amount-  reputation  is  not  responsible:  this  is  the  in- 

ing,  it  is  believed,  to  three  thousand  copies,  had  quiry  into  the  condition  of  the  higher  classes. 

been  dispersed  over  the  country.     To  recall  Thesuromary  of  the  whole  topic  indeed,  nearly 

diese  was  impossible ;  to  have  expected  that  as  it  stands,  was  found,  together  with  a  margi- 

any  acknowledged  production  of  Mr.  Burke,  nal  reference  to  the  bankrupt-list,  in  his  own 

full  of  matter  likely  to  interest  the  future  histo-  hand-writing ;  and  the  actual  conclusion  of  tho 

rian,  couki  remain  for  ever  in  obscurity,  would  letter  was  dictated  by  him,  but  never  received 

have  been  foUy ;  and  to  have  passed  it  over  in  his  subsequent  correction.    He  had  also  pre- 

silent  neglect,  on  the  one  hand,  or,  on  the  other,  aerved,  as  materials  for  this  branch  of  the 

to  have  then  made  any  considerable  changes  in  lubjei t,  tome  scattered  hints,  documents,  mi 


iU>Y£BTISEMEMT. 

puts  </  a  oomspoodence  oa  the  gtate  of  the  pamphlet  which  was  luppoeed  to  oome  Iron 

eouatry.    He  was,  however,  prevented  from  high  authority,  and  was  circulated  by  Ministen 

wocking  OD  them,  1^  the  want  of  some  authen-  with  great  industry,  at  the  time  of  its  appear- 

tic  and  official  infocmatioD,  hr  which  he  had  ance  in  October,  1795,  immediately  previous  to 

been  kmg  anxiously  waiting,  in  order  to  ascer^  that  Session  of  Parliament  when  his  Majesty 

tain,  to  the  satisfaction  dt  the  public,  what  '  for  the  first  time  declared,  tliat  the  appearanco 

with  his  usual  sagacity  he  had  fully  antici-  of  any  disposition  in  the  enemy  to  negotiate 

oated  from  his  own  personal  observation,  to  his  for  general  peace,  should  not  fail  to  £)  met 

own  private  conviction.    At  length  the  reports  with  an  earnest  desire  to  give  it  the  fullest  aid 

of  the  different  CommiUees,  which  had  been  speediest  effect.    In  truth,  the  answer,  which 

appointed  by  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  is  full  of  spirit  and  vivacity,  was  written  in  the 

amply  fiimished  him  with  evidence  for  this  latter  end  of  the  same  year,  but  was  laid  aside 

purpose.    Accordingly  he  read  and  considered  when  the  question  assumed  a  more  serious 

them  with  attention ;  but  for  any  thing  beyond  aspect^  from  the  commencement  of  an  actual 

this  the  season  was  now  past.    The  Supreme  negotiation,  which  gave  rise  to  the  series  of 

Diiposerofall,  against  whose  inscrutable  oouiH  printed  letters.    Aderwards,  he  began  to  re- 

•       sels  it  is  vain  as  weU  as  impious  to  murmur,  write  it,  with  a  view  of  acconunodating  it  to 

^       did  not  permit  him  to  enter  on  the  execution  of  his  new  purpose.    The  greater  part,  however, 

the  taadc  whidi  he  meditated.   It  was  resdved,  still  remained  in  its  origmal  state ;  and  several 

therefore,  by  one  of  his  friends,  af\er  much  heroes  of  tho  Revolution,  who  are  there  eele- 

hesitation,  uid  under  a  very  pamful  responsi-  brated,  having  in  the  interval  passed  off  the 

Uility,  to  make  such  an  auempt  as  he  could  public  stage,  a  greater  liberty  of  insertion  and 

at  supplying  the  void ;  especially  because  the  alteration  than  his  friends,  on  consideration, 

insufficiency  of  our  resources  for  the  continu-  have  thought  allowable,  would  be  necessary  to 

ance  of  the  war  was  undersUxxi  to  have  been  adapt  it  to  that  place  in  the  series  lor  whidi  it 

the  principal  objection  urged  against  the  two  was  ultimately  designed  by  the  Author.    This 

former  "  Letters  on  the  Proposals  for  Peace."  piece,  therefore,  addressed,  as  the  title  origi- 

lo  performing  with  reverential  diffidence  this  nally  stood,  to  his  noble  friend,  Earl  Fits- 

ditfy  of  friendship,  care  has  been  taken  not  to  william,  will  be  given  the  first  in  the  su{>- 

attnbute  to  Mr.  Burke  any  sentiment  which  Lb  plementid  volumes,  which  will  be  hereafter 

Dot  most  explicitly  known,  from  repeated  con-  added  to  complete  this  edition  of^tbe  Author^s 

renatioos,  and  from  much  correspondence,  to  works. 

have  beendecidedly  entertained  by  that  illustri-  The  tracts,  roost  of  them  in  manuscript, 

oos  man.    One  passage  of  nearly  three  pages,  which  have  been  already  selected  as  fit  for 

ffHtf^jiiTng  a  censure  of  our  defensive  system,  this  purpose,  will  probably  furnish  four  or  five 

is  borrowed  from  a  private  letter,  which  he  volumes  more,  to  be  printed  uniformly  with 

began  to  dictate,  with  an  intention  of  oompris-  this  edition.    The  principal  piece  is  entitled 

ing  in  it  the  short  result  of  his  opinions,  but  ''An  Essay  towards  an  Abridgment  of  the 

wUdi  he  afterwards  abandoned,  when,  a  little  English  History;"  and  reaches  from  the  earliest 

time  before  his  death,  his  health  appeared  in  period  down  to  the  conclusion  of  the  reign  of 

some  degree  to  am^,  and  he  hoped  that  King  John.     It  is  written  with  much  depth 

Providence  might  have  spared  him  at  least  to  of  antiquarian  research,  directed  by  the  mind 

eQnq>lete  the  larger  public  letter,  whidi  he  of  an  intelligent  statesman.    This  alone,  as 

then  proposed  to  resume.  far  as  can  be  conjectured,  will  form  more  than 

In  the  prefisce  to  the  former  edition  of  this  one  volume.    Another  entire  volume  also,  at 

letter,  a  fourth  was  mentioned  as  being  in  least,  will  be  filled  with  his  letters  to  public 

possession  of  Mr.  Burke's  friends.    It  was  in  men   on   public   affairs,  especially  those  of 

fiict  announced  by  the  Author  himself,  in  the  France.    This  supi^ement  will  be  sent  to  the 

oondusion  of  the  second,  which  it  was  then  press  without  delay. 

designed  to  follow.   He  intended,  he  said,  "  to  Mr.  Burke's  more  familiar  correspondence 

prx«ed  next  on  the  question  of  the  facilitira  will  be  reserved,  as  authorities  to  accompany 

possessed  by  the  French  Republic,  from  iht  a  narrative  of  his  life,  which  will  conclude  the 

niemai  Mate  of  other  noAont,  and  partiadarijf  whole.   The  period  during  which  he  flourished 

•/  tkUf  for  obtaining  her  ends  ;  and,  as  his  was  one  of  the  most  memorable  of  our  annak. 

notions  were  controverted,  to  take  notice  of  It  comprehended  the  acquisition  of  one  empire 

what,  in  that  way,  had  been  recommended  to  in  the  east,  tlie  loss  of  another  in  the  west,  and 

him.*'     The  vehide  which  he  had  ch<Men  the  tot^  subversion  of  the  ancient  system  of 

fr  thw  part  of  his  plan  was  an  answer  to  a  Europe  by  the  French  Revolution    with  aO 
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whidi  oventi,  the  hiftory  of  hia  life  Is  neoet-  been  hitherto  kept  bade,  noUrithfttandiiig  r^ 
sarilj  and  intiinatelj  connected,  as  indeed  it  pealed  inquiries  and  applications.  It  is,  there- 
also  is,  much  more  than  is  generally  known,  fiire,  once  more  eamMtly  requested,  that  aA 
with  the  state  of  literature  and  the  degant  arts,  persons  who  call  themselves  the  friends  or  ad- 
Such  a  8id)ject  of  biograf^y  cannot  be  dismis-  mirers  of  the  late  Edmund  Buike,  will  have 
sed  with  a  sli^t  and  rapid  touch ;  nor  can  it  the  goodness  to  transmit,Jwithout  delay,  any 
be  treated  in  a  manner  worthy  of  it,  from  the  notices  of  that,  or  of  any  other  kind,  which 
information,  however  authentic  and  extensive,  may  happen  to  be  in  their  possession,  or  within 
which  the  industry  of  ai^  one  man  may  have  their  reach,  to  Messrs.  Rivington ;  a  respect 
accumulated.  Many  important  conununica-  and  kindness  to  his  memory,  which  will  bo 
tions  have  been  received,  but  some  matflrials,  thankfully  acknowledged  by  those  friends  to 
fVhich  relate  to  the  porsoits  of  his  early  yean,  whom,  in  dying,  he  committed  the  sacred  tniat 
lad  which  are  known  to  be  in  existence!  have  of  his  reputation. 
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A  SHEW   Edition   of  the  Works  of  Mr.  The  orthography  has  been  in  manj  cases 

Burke  having  been  called  for  by  the  Public,  altered,  and  an  attempt  mane  to  reduce  it  to 

rite  opportunity  has  been  taken  to  make  some  some  certain  standard.     The  rule  laid  down 

flight  changes,  it  is  hoped  (or  the  better.  for  the  discharge  of  this  task  was,  that  when- 

A  different  distribution  of  the   contents,  ever  Mr.  Burke  coukl  be  perceived  to  have 

while  it  has  made  the  volumes  more  nearly  been  uniform  in  his  mode  of  spelling,  that  was 

equal  in  their  respective  bulk,  has,  at  the  considered  as  decisive ;  but,  where  he  varied, 

same  time,  been  fortunately  found  to  prodt^iM  (uid  as  he  was  in  the  habit  of  writing  by  dio 

-noie  methodical  arrangement  of  the  whole,  tation,  and  leaving  to  others  the  superinten- 

rhe  first  volume  contains  those  literary  and  dance  of  the  press,  he  was  peculiarly  liaUe  to 

philos(^ical  woiks  by  which  Mr.  Burke  was  variations  of  this  sort^  the  best  received  au- 

known,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  his  thoriti«i  were  directea  to  be  followed.    The 

pidiUc  life  as  a  statesman,  and  the  political  reader,  it  is  trusted,  will  find  this  object,  too 

pieces  which  were  written  by  him  between  much  disregarded  in  modem  books,  has  here 

the  time  of  his  first  becoming  connected  with  been  kept  in  view  throughout.    The  quotations 

the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  his  being  which  are  interspersed  through  the  works  of 

cfaoioi  Member  for  Bristol.    In  the  second  Mr.  Burke,  and  which  were  firequently  made 

are  comprehended  all  his  ^eches  and  pamph-  by  him  firom  memory,  have  been  generally 

lets  fipom  his  first  arrival  at  Bristol,  as  a  can-  compared  with  the  original  authors.    Several 

didate,  in  the  year  1774,  to  his  farewell  address  mistakes  in  printing,  of  one  word  (or  another, 

from  the  hustings  of  that  city,  in  the  year  by  which  the  sense  was  either  perverted  or 

1780;   and  also  what  he  himself  puUished  obscured,  are  now  rectified.    Two  or  three 

relative  to  the  affairs  of  India.    The  remain-  small  insertions  have  also  been  made  fitun  a 

ing  two  comprize  his  works  since  the  French  quarto  copy  corrected  by  Mr.  Burke  himself, 

revolotion,  with  the  exception  of  the  Letter  to  From  the  same  source  something  more  has 

Lord  Kenmare  on  the  Penal  Laws  against  been  drawn  in  the  shi^M  of  notes,  to  which  are 

Iiiih  Catholics,  which  was  probably  inserted  subscribed  his  initials.    Of  this  number  is  the 

where  it  stands  firom  its  relation  to  the  subject  explanation  of  that  celebrated  phrase,  "  the 

of  the  Letter  addressed  by  him,  at  a  later  swinish  multitude :"  an  explanation  which  was 

period,  to  Sir  Hercules  Langrishe.    With  the  uniformly  given  by  him  to  his  fiiends,  in  coo- 

lame  exception,  too,  strict  regard  has  been  versation  on  the  subject.    But  another  note 

paid  to  dironological  order,  which,  in  the  last  will  probably  interest  the  reader  still  more,  as 

edition,  was  in  some  instances  broken,  to  insert  being  strcnigly  expressive  of  that  parental  affiso 

pieces  that  were  not  discovered  till  it  was  too  tion  which  form^  so  amiable  a  feature  in  the 

late  to  introduce  them  in  their  proper  places.  character  of  Mr.  Burke.    It  is  in  "  Refleo 

In  the  Appendix  to  the  Speech  on  the  Nabob  tions  on  the  Revolution  in  France,"  Vol.  HI 

of  Aroot's  Debts,  the  references  were  found  to  where  he  points  out  a  considerable  passage  as 

be  confused,  and,  in  many  places,  erroneous,  having  been  supplied  by  his  "lost  son."    S»- 

This  probably  had  arisen  firom  the  circum-  veral  other  parts,  possibly  amounting  all  toge- 

stance  that  a  largor  and  differently  constructed  ther  to  a  page  or  thereabout,  were  indicated  in 

Appendix  seems  to  have  been  originally  de-  the  same  manner ;  but,  as  they  in  general 

signed  by  Mr.  Burke,  which,  however,  he  consist  of  single  sentences,  and  as  the  mean* 

afterwards  abridged  and  altered,  while  the  ing  of  the  mark  by  whidi  th^  were  distin- 

speech  and  the  notes  up<Hi  it  remained  as  they  guished  was  not  actually  eaqgessed,  it  has 

were.    The  text  and  the  documents  that  sup*  not  been  thought  necessary  to  notice  iieia 

port  it  have  throngnout  been  accommodated  to  particulariy. 
each  other 
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BiTTKB  the  phUooophical  works  of  Lord  are  the  doctrines  which,  lometimes  ooncoalad, 

BoLUfsimons   had   i^peared,  great  things  aoroetimes  openly  and  fully  avowed,  are  found 

««re  expected  from  the  leisure  of  a  man,  who  to  prevail  throughout  the  writings  of  I^oid 

from  the  splendid  scene  of  action,  in  which  his  BoLiifOBROKB ;  and  sudi  are  the  reasonings. 

tiSnits  had  enabled  him  to  make  so  ccnispicu-  vi^ich  this  noble  writer  and  several  others  have 

tm  a  figure,  had  retired  to  employ  those  talents  been  pleased  to  dignify  with  the  name  of  phi- 

M  die  investigation  of  truth.    Philosophy  be-  losophy.    If  these  are  delivered  in  a  specious 

pm  to  congratulate  herself  upon  such  a  prose-  manner,  and  in  a  style  above  the  common,  they 

tyls  from  the  world  of  business,  and  hoped  to  cannot  want  a  number  of  admirers  of  as  much 

\m  extendedHier  power  under  the  auspices  of  docility  as  can  be  wished  for  in  disciples.    To 

wh  a  leader.    In  the  midst  of  these  pleasing  these  the  editor  of  the  following  little  piece  has 

apectatiopj,  the  works  themselves  at  last  ap-  addresMd  it:  there  is  no  reason  to  conceal  the 

pcared  in  /«ff  &0(2y,  and  with  great  pomp,  design  of  it  any  longer. 

T^OKwbo  searched  in  themfornew  discover-        The  design  was,  to  shew  that,  without  the 

i«  in  the  n^eries  of  nature ;  those  who  ex-  exertion  of  any  considerable  forces,  the  same 

CBd  nmething  which  might  explain  or  direct  engines  which  were  employed  for  the  destniO" 

operations  of  the  mind ;  those  who  hoped  tion  of  religion,  might  be  employed  with  equal 

teiee  morality  illustrated  and  enforced ;  those  success  for  the  subversion  of  government ;  and 

sko  koked  for  new  helps  to  society  and  go-  that  specious  arguments  might  be  used  against 

venment ;  those  who  desired  to  see  the  cha-  those  things  which  they,  who  doubt  of  every 

isefers  and  passions  of  mankind  delineated ;  thing  else,  wiU  never  permit  to  be  questioned. 

iiiiMrt,  aQ  who  consider  such  things  as  phi-  It  is  an  observation  which  I  think  Isocrates 

ionplij,  and  require  some  of  them  at  least,  in  makes  in  one  of  his   orations   against   the 

m^  philosophical  work,  all  these  were  cer-  sophists,  that  it  is  far  more  easy  to  maintain  a 

tnolj disappointed;  they  found  the  landmarks  wrong  cause,  and  to  support  paradoxical  opi- 

of  scicDce  precisely  in  their  former  placesr.  nions  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  common  auditory, 

ad  dwy  thon^  they  received  but  a  poor  re-  than  to  establish  a  doubtful  truth  by  solid  and 

eonpenw  for  tfiis  disi4)pointment,  in  seeing  conclusive  arguments.    When  men  find  that 

nwj  mode  of  religioa  attacked  in  a  lively  something  can  be  said  in  &vour  of  what,  on 

■uaer,  and  the  foundation  of  every  virtue,  the  very  proposal,  they  have  thought  utterly 

lad  of  aQ  government,  sapped  with  great  art  indefensible,  they  grow  doubtful  of  their  own 

lad  micfa  ingenuity.    What  advantage  do  we  reason ;  they  are  thrown  into  a  sort  of  pleasing 

^mn  fimn  such  writings  ?    What  delight  can  surprize ;  they  run  along  with  the  speaker, 

I  man  find  in  en^>loying  a  capacity  which  chaurmed  and  captivated  to  find  such  a  plentiful 

■if^  be  osefiilly  exerted  for  the  noblest  pur-  harvest  of  reasoning,  where  all  seemed  barren 

pQMs,  in  a  sort  of  sullen  labour,'  in  which,  if  and  unpromising.    This  is  the  fairy  land  of 

tbe  autfior  could  succeed,  he  is  obliged  to  own,  philosophy.    And  it  very  firequently  happens, 

ftat  DoChing  coukl  be  more  fatal  to  mankind  that  those  pleasing  impressions  on  the  iroaginar 

daan  his  success?  tion,  subsist  and  produce  their  efiect,  even 

I  cannot  conceive  how  this  sort  of  writers  af\er  the  understanding  has  been  satisfied  of 

pnpose  to  compass  the  designs  they  pretoid  to  their  unsubstantial  nature.    There  is  a  sort  of 

bare  in  view,  by  the  instruments  which  they  gloss  upon  ingenious  folsehoods,  that  dazzles 

osploy.    Do  they  pretend  to  exalt  the  mind  of  the  imagination,  but  which  neither  belongs  to, 

Mo,  by  proving  bun  no  better  than  a  beast?  nor  becomesthe  sober  aspect  of  truth.    I  have 

Do  dtey  think  V>  enforce  the  practice  of  virtue,  met  with  a  quotation  in  Lord  Coke*s  reports 

^  delving  that  vice  and  virtue  are  distin-  that  pleased  me  very  much,  though  I  do  not 

fididked  by  good  or  ill  fortune  here,  or  by  hap-  know  firtun  whence  he  has  taken  it :  *^  JtUerdum 

piaess  or  misery  hereafter  ?    Do  t)iey  imagine  Jiicata  faltUaSi  (says  he,)  m  multu  est  probo' 

&ey  than  increase  our  piety,  and  our  reliance  bilierfet$<tperaHonibuavinatrttidamveritat^ 

oi  Qodf  by  ez(rfoding  his  providence,  and  in-  In  such  cases,  the  writer  has  a  certain  fire  and 

Ming  that  be  is  neither  just  nor  good  ?    Such  alacri^  inspired  into  him  by  a  consciousnetv 
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that  let  it  &re  bow  it  will  with  the  subject,  his  sensible  of  our  blindDess.    And  this  we  muil 

ingenuity  will  be  sure  of  applause ;  and  this  do,  or  we  do  nothing,  whenever  we  wnimine 

alacrity  becomes  mudi  greater  if  he  acts  upon  the  result  of  a  reason  which  is  not  our  own. 

the  oflensive,  by  the  in^wtuosity  that  always  Even  in  matters  which  are,  as  it  were,  just 

accompanies  an  attack,  and  the  unfortunate  within  our  reach,  what  would  become  of  the 

propensity  which  mankind  have  to  the  finding  world,  if  the  practice  of  all  moral  duties,  and 

and  exaggerating  faults.    The  editor  is  satis*  the  foundations  of  society,  rested  upon  having 

fied  that  a  mind,  which  has  no  restraint  from  a  their  reasons  made  dear  and  demonstrative  to 

sense  of  its  own  weakness,  of  its  subordinate  every  individual  ? 

sank  in  the  creation,  and  of  the  extreme  danger  The  editor  knows  that  the  subject  of  this 

of  letting  the  imagination  loose  upon  some  letter  is  not  so  fuUy  handled  as  obvioudy  it 

subjects,  may  very  plausibly  attack  every  thing  might ;  it  was  not  his  design  to  say  all  that 

the  most  excellent  and  veneraUe ;  that  it  would  could  possibly  be  said.    It  had  been  inexcus- 

not  be  difficult  to  criticise  the  creation  itself;  able  to  fill  a  large  volume  with  the  abuse  of 

and  that  if  we  were  to  examine  the  divine  reason ;  nor  wodd  such  an  abuse  have  been 

fabrics  by  our  ideas  of  reason  and  fitness,  toleraUe  even  fiy  a  few  pages,  ifrsome  undai^ 

and  to  use  the  same  method  of  attack  by  which  pbt  of  more  consequence  than  the  appareol 

,  some  men  have  assaulted  revealed  religion,  wo  design,  had  not  been  carried  on. 

'  mi^t  with  as  good  colour,  and  with  the  same  Some  persons  have  thou^t  that  th«  advui> 

success,  make  the  wisdom  and  power  of  God  tages  of  the  state  of  natureou^^t  to  havo  been 

in  his  creation  i^pear  to  many  no  better  than  more  fuUy  displayed.    This  had  undoobCadly 

foolishness.    There  is  an  air  of  plausibility  been  a  veiy  ample  subject  lor  declamation ; 

which  accompanies  vulgar  reasonings  and  no-  but  they  do  not  consider  the  dta  racier  of  the  * 

tions  taken  fimn  the  beaten  circle  of  ordinary  piece.     The  writers  against  religion,  whilst 

experience,  that  is  admirably  suited  to  the  they  oppose  every  system,  are  wisely  carefiil 

narrow  capacities  of  some,  and  to  the  laziness  never  to  set  up  any  of  their  own.    If  scMiie  ii^ 

of  others.     But  this  advantage  is  in  great  accuracies  in  calculation,  in  reaMoing,  or  in 

measure  lost,  when  a  painfiil,  comprehensive  method,  be  feund,  perhaps  these  will  not  ba 

survey   of  a  very  complicated  matter,  and  looked  upon  as  faults  by  the  admirers  of  Ixxd 

which  requires  a  great  variety  of  considera-  Boldtobaokx  ;  who  will,  the  editor  is  afraid, 

tions,  is  to  be  made ;  when  we  must  seek  in  a  observe  much  more  of  his  Lordship's  charao- 

profound  subject,  not  only  for  arguments,  but  tar  in  such  particulars  of  the  foOofwing  latter, 

for  new  materials  of  argument,  their  measures  than  they  are  like  to  find  of  that  rapid  torreot 

and  their  method  of  arrangement ;  when  we  of  an  impetuous  and  overbearing  eloqneooai 

must  go  out  ofthe  sphere  ofour  ordinary  ideas,  and  the  variety  of  rich  imagery  for  whkh  thit 

andwh^weeanneverwalk  sure,  but  by  being  writer  is  justly  adourad. 
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▲  UBTTsm  TO  x^RD  ^  *  ^  *.  aggniTate  tnd  infiame  th«  old.    BoridM  tliis, 

the  mind  of  man  itself  is  too  actire  and  restlew 

8bau.  I  ▼entnre  to  lay,  my  Lord,  that  in  a  principle  ever  to  settle  on  the  true  point  of 

IV  lale  conrertatioo,  yen  were  inclined  to  the  quiet.    It  discorers  every  day  some  craving 

ftttj  which  you  adopted  rather  hy  the  feelings  want  in  a  body,  which  rmlly  wants  but  little, 

of  foor  good  nature,  than  by  the  conviction  of  It  every  day  invents  some  new  artificial  rule  to 

foar  judgment  7  We  laid  open  the  foundations  guide  loat  nature  which,  if  left  to  itself,  wei« 

of  society,  and  you  feared,  that  the  curiosity  &e  best  and  surest  guide.    It  finds  out  imagi- 

t£  this  tearcfa  mi^t  endanger  the  ruin  of  the  nary  beings  prescribing  imaginary  laws ;  and 

«BOM  fthric   Tou  would  readily  have  aDowed  then,  it  raises  imaginary  terrours,  to  support  a 

■7  principle,  hot  you  dreaded  the  consequen-  belief  in  the  beings,  and  an  obedience  to  the 

Ma ;  you  thought,  that  having  once  entered  laws.    Many  things  have  been  said,  and  rery 

ipoi  these  reasonings,  we  nught  be  carried  well  undoubtedly,  on  the  subjection  in  which 

■sensibly  and  trresistibly  farther  than  at  first  we  should  preseive  our  bodies  to  the  govem- 

wsooidd  eidier  have  imagined  or  wished.  But  ment  of  our  understanding ;  but  enough  has  not 

br  aiy  part,  my  Lord,  I  then  thought,  and  am  been  said  upon  the  restraint  which  our  bodily 

tSa  of  the  same  opinion,  that  errour,  and  not  necessities  ou^t  to  lay  on  the  extravagant 

tonh,  of  any  kind,  is  dangerous ;  that  ill  coo-  sublimities  and  eccentric  rovings  of  our  minds, 

ctanoas  can  only  flow  fi'om  fidse  propositions ;  The  body,  or,  as  some  love  to  caU  it,  our  infe- 

wd  that,  to  know  whether  any  proposition  be  riour  nature,  is  wiser  in  its  own  plain  way, 

tras  or  fidse,  it  is  a  preposterous  method  to  and  attends  its  own  business  more  directly 

tBBBine  it  by  its  apparent  consequences.  than  the  mind  with  all  its  boasted  subtilty. 

These  were  the  reasons  whidi  induced  me  •      In  the  state  of  nature,  without  question, 

to  fo  so  &r  into  tl0t  enquiry ;  and  they  are  the  mankind  was  subjected  to  many  and  great  in- 

leasoos  which  direct  me  in  all  my  enquiries,  conveniences.   Want  ofunion,  want  of  mutual 

I  had  indeed  often  reflected  on  that  subject  assistance,  want  of  a  common  arbitrator  to 

Mbre  I  could  prevail  on  myself  to  communi-  resort  to  in  their  differences.     These  were 

ette  my  reflections  to  any  body.    They  were  evils  which  they  could  not  but  have  felt  pretty 

fHwrally  melancholy  enough ;  as  those  usually  severely  on  many  occasions.     The  original 

ire  which  carry  us  beyond  the  mere  suHace  of  children  of  the  earth  lived  with  their  brethren 

things ;  and  idkich  woiUd  imdoubtedly  make  the  of  the  other  kinds  in  much  equality.     Their 

Itfes  of  all  thinking  m/en  extremely  miserable,  diet  must  have  been  confined  almost  wholly  to 

a  lbs  same  philosophy  which  caused  the  grief,  tfie  vegetable  kind ;  and  the  same  tree,  which 

did  not  at  the  same^time  administer  tho  comfort,  in  its  flourishing  state,  produced  them  berriee. 

On  i^nifv<*»^"g  political  societies,  their  ori*  in  its  decay  gave  them  an  habitation.    Th 

gin,  their  constitution,  and  their  effecti,  I  have  mutual  desires  of  the  sexes  uniting  their  bodi' 

f^!mmfg\wpmm  beoo  Uk  a  good  deal  more  than  doubt,  and  aflections,  and  the  children,  which  are  tl 

whsdier  die  Creator  did  ever  really  intend  man  results  of  these  intercourses,  introduced  first 

bi  a  stale  of  happineai .    He  has  mixed  in  his  tfie  notion  of  society,  and  taught  its  conve- 

eop  a  number  of  natural  evils,  (in  spite  of  the  niencies.     This  society,  founded  in  natural 

hoMts  of  stoicism  they  are  evils,)  and  every  appetites  and  instincts,  and  not  u  any  positive 

aodeavoor  which  the  art  and  policy  of  mankind  institution,  I  shall  call  noterof  toddy.    Thus 

has  used  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  far  nature  went  and  succeeded ;  but  man  would 

diis  day,  in  order  to  alleviate,  or  cure  them,  has  go  farther.    The  great  errour  of  our  nature  is, 

•1^  served  to  introduce  new  mischieft,  oi  lo  not  to  know  where  to  stop,  not  to  be  ~^'—^  * 
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wita  any  reaaonahlo  aoquireroent ;  not  to  com-  airs  of  liberty,  as  daily  raiau  oiir  ardour  ibr 

poisid  with  our  condition ;  but  to  loso  all  we  more.    The  miseries  derived  to  mankind  frooi 

bars  gained  by  on  imatiable  pursuit  after  more,  superstition,  mider  the  name  of  religion,  and 

Maa  found  a  considerable  advantage  by  this  of  ocdestastical  tyranny,  under  the  name  cf 

union  of  many  persons  to  form  one  family ;  he  church  government,  have  been  clearly  and  uso> 

therefore  judged  that  he  would  find  his  account  fully  eiqKxted.    We  begin  to  think  and  to  act 

proportionably  in  an  union  of  many  families  from  reason  and  from  nature  alone.    This  is 

into  one  body  politic.     And  as  nature  has  true  of  several,  but  still  is  by  far  the  majority 

formed  no  boml  of  union  to  hold  them  together,  in  tlvB  same  old  state  of  blindness  and  slavery ; 

he  supplied  this  defect  by  law»,  and  much  is  it  to  be  feared  that  we  diaU 

This  is  political  aodety.  And  hence  the  perpetually  relapse,  whilst  the  real  productive 
sources  of  what  are  usually  called  states,  civil  cause  of  all  this  superstitious  folly,  enthusi- 
societies,  or  governments ;  into  some  form  of  astical  nonsense,  and  holy  tyranny,  holds  a 
which,  more  extended  or  restrained,  all  man-  reverend  place  in  the  estimation  even  of  thoso 
kind  have  gradually  fallen.  And  since  it  has  who  are  otherwise  enlightened. 
■0  happened,  and  that  we  owe  an  ino^icit  Civil  goverament  borrows  a  strength  from 
reverencetoall  the  institutions  of  our  ancestors,  ecclesiastical;  and  artificial  lawi  receive  a 
we  shall  consider  these  institutions  with  all  sanction  firdm  artificial  revelations.  The  ideas 
that  modesty  with  which  we  ought  to  conduct  of  religion  and  government  are  cloady  conned- 
ourselves  in  examining  a  received  opinion;  but  ed ;  and  whilst  we  receive  government  as  a 
with  all  that  freedom  and  candour  which  we  thing  necessaiy,  or  even  useful  to  our  weD- 
wwe  to  truth  wherever  we  find  it,  or  however  it  beuig,  we  riiall  in  &p\t»  of  us  draw  in,  as  a 
may  contradict  our  own  notions,  or  <^>pose  our  necessary,  diough  imdesirable  consequnoce,  an 
own  interests.  There  is  a  most  absurd  and  artificial  religion  of  some  kind  or  <^er.  To 
audacious  method  of  reasoning  avowed  by  this  the  vulgar  will  always  be  voluntary  slaves ; 
some  bigots  and  enthusiasts,  and  through  fear  and  even  those  of  a  rank  of  understanding  supe* 
assented  to  by  some  wiser  and  better  men ;  it  riour,  will  now  and  then  involuntarily  fed  its 
u  this :  they  argue  against  a  fair  discussion  s£  influence.  It  is  therefore  of  the  deepest  oon- 
popular  prejudices,  because,  say  they,  though  comment  to  us  to  be  set  right  in  this  point ; 
they  wouU  be  found  without  any  reasonable  and  to  be  well  satisfied  whether  civil  govem- 
sui^xMt,  yet  the  discovery  might  be  productive  mmit  be  sudi  a  protector  from  natural  evils, 
of  the  most  dangerous  consequences.  Absurd  and  such  a  nurse  and  increaser  of  blessings,  as 
and  blasphemous  notion !  as  if  all  happiness  those  of  warm  imaginations  promise.  In  soch . 
was  not  connected  with  the  practice  of  virtue,  a  discussion,  far  am  I  firom  proposing  in  the 
which  necessarily  depends  upon  the  knowledge  least  to  reflect  on  our  most  wise  fbnn  of  go- 
of truth ;  that  is,  upon  the  knowledge  of  those  vemment ;  no  more  than  I  wouki  in  the  fireer 
unalterable  relations  which  Providnice  has  or-  parts  of  my  phik>sophical|i|witing8  mean  to 
dained  that  every  thing  should  bear  to  every  object  to  the  piety)  truth  ana  perfection  of  our 
other.  These  relations,  which  are  truth  itself,  most  excellent  dnsdL  Both  I  am  sensiUo 
the  foundaticni  of  virtue,  and  consequently,  the  have  their  foundations  on  a  rock.  No  disoo* 
only  measures  of  happiness,  should  be  likewise  very  of  truth  can  prejudice  them.  On  the  con- 
the  only  measures  by  vAiidti  we  should  direct  trary,  the  more  closely  the  origin  of  religion 
our  reasoning.  To  these  we  should  conform  and  goveroment  are  examined,  the  moredearlj 
in  good  earnest ;  and  no*  think  to  force  nature,  their  excellencies  must  appear.  They  cono 
and  the  whole  order  of  hr>r  evstem,  by  a  com-  purified  firom  the  fire.  My  business  is  not  with 
pUance  with  our  pride,  and  folly,  to  ctxiform  to  them.  Having  altered  a  protest  against  all 
our  artificial  regulations.  It  is  by  a  oonformi^  objections  firom  these  quarters,  I  may  the  more 
to  this  method  we  owe  the  discovery  of  the  few  fi^ly  enquire  firom  hirtocy  md  experience, 
truths  we  know,  and  the  little  liberty  and  ration-  how  far  policy  has  contributed  in  all  times  to 
al  happiness  we  enjoy.  We  have  something  alleviate  those  evils  which  Providence,  that 
fairer  play  than  a  reasoner  could  have  expected  perhaps  has  designed  us  for  a  state  of  imper- 
fbrmerly;  and  we  derive  advantages  from  it  fection,  has  imposed;  how  far  our  physica*^ 
which  are  very  visible.  skill  has  cured  our  constitutional  disorders; 

The  fabric  of  superstition  has  in  this  our  and  whether  it  may  not  have  introduced  new 

age  and  nation  received  much  ruder  shodcs  ones,  curable  periiaps  by  no  skill, 

than  it  had  ever  felt  before ;  and  through  the  In  looking  over  any  state  to  form  a  judgmeni 

chinks  and  breaches  of  our  prison,  we  see  such  on  it ;  it  presents  itself  in  two  lights,  the  eztei^ 

gUmnMringa  of  light,  and  foel  such  refreshing  nal  aiid  the  intemaL    The  first,  that  rdatioD 
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wliith  il  bean  in  poiot  of  friendihip  or  enmity  Taatation,  by  whicb  they  are  formed,  and  all 
to  edior  Btatei.  Tlie  leoood,  that  relation  which  that  oppresrion  by  which  they  are  maintained. 
toi  cumpooent  parte,  the  governing  and  the  We  know  little  of  Sesostris,  but  that  he  led 
fofcmed,  bear  to  each  other.  The  fint  part  put  of  Egypt  an  army  of  abore  700,000  men ; 
«f  the  external  Tiew  of  aU  states,  their  relati<Hi  that  he  over-ran  the  Mediterranean  coast  as  far 
as  friends,  makes  so  trifling  a  figure  in  history,  as  Colchis ;  that  in  some  places  he  met  but 
that  I  am  Tory  sorry  to  say,  it  afibrds  me  but  little  resistance,  and  of  course  shed  not  a  great 
lilde  osatter  on  which  to  expatiate.  The  good  deal  of  Uood;  but  that  he  found  in  othws,  a 
sfiees  done  by  one  nation  to  its  neighbour;  *  people  who  knew  the  value  of  their  liberties, 
Ike  sopport  given  in  public  distress ;  the  relief  and  sold  them  dear.  Whoever  considers  the 
wSariM  In  general  calamity ;  the  protection  army  this  omqueror  headed,  the  space  he 
yanted  in  emergent  danger :  the  mutoal  return  traversed,  and  the  opposition  he  frequently 
ef  kindneas  and  civility,  would  afford  a  very  met,  with  the  natural  accidents  of  sickness, 
anpie  and  very  pleasing  subject  for  history,  and  the  dearth  and  badness  of  provision  to 
Bitf,  alas!  all  the  history  of  all  times,  con-  which  he  must  have  been  subject  in  the  vari- 
eemii^  all  nations,  does  not  afford  matter  ety  of  climates  and  countries  his  march  lay 
SDoogk  to  fll  ten  psges,  thou^  it  should  be  through;  if  he  knorrs  anything,  he  must  know, 
ipcB  oat  by  the  wire-orawing  amplification  of  that  even  the  conqueror's  army  must  have  suf> 
a  (knerlaHini  himself  The  glaring  side  is  iered  greatly ;  and  that,  of  diis  inmiense  num- 
tfat  of  enmity.  War  is  the  matter  which  fills  her,  but  a  very  small  part  could  have  returned 
al  UslQcy,  and  consequently  the  only  or  almost  to  enjoy  the  "plunder  accumulated  by  the  Vma 
Urn  onty  view  in  which  we  can  see  the  external  of  so  many  of  their  companions,  and  the  de- 
«f  political  society,  is  in  a  hostile  shape ;  and  vastation  of  so  considerable  a  port  of  the  worU 
the  only  adioos,  to  which  we  have  always  Considering,  I  say,  the  vast  army  headed  by 
seen,  and  still  see  all  of  them  intent,  are  such  this  conqueror,  whose  unwieldy  weight  was  al- 
as tend  Co  the  destmctiou  of  one  another,  most  alone  sufficient  to  wear  down  its  strength. 
War,  says  Msrfiiavel,  ought  to  be  the  only  it  will  be  far  fixHn  excess  to  suppose  that  one 
sloiy  of  a  prince ;  and  by  a  prince,  he  means  half  was  lost  in  the  expedition.  If  this  was 
every  sort  of  state,  however  constituted.  He  the  state  of  the  victorious,  and,  fit>m  the  cir- 
sa^bt,  says  this  great  poUtical  doctor,  to  con-  cumstances,  it  must  have  been  this  at  the 
■dar  peaea  only  as  a  breathing-time,  which  least ;  the  vanquished  must  have  had  a  much 
gives  him  leisare  to  contrive,  and  fiiumishes  heavier  loss,  as  the  greatest  slaughter  is  always 
tkiUXf  to  eaecnte  mililacy  plans.  A  medita-  in  the  flight,  and  great  carnage  did  in  those 
tioB  on  tf»e  ffw>^"^  of  poutkal  societies  made  tiroes  and  countries  ever  attend  the  first  rage 
flid  Hobbes  imagine  that  war  was  the  state  of  of  conquest.  It  will  therefore  be  very  reason- 
Mbsre;  and  truly,  if  a  man  judged  of  the  in-  able  to  allow  on  their  account  as  mudi  as, 
dividQsIs  of  our  race  by  their  conduct  when  added  to  the  looses  of  the  conqueror,  may 
maied  and  packed  into  nations  and  kingdoms,  amount  to  a  million  of  deaths,  and  then  we 
ka  WBfjiA  imagine  that  tmrf  sort  of  virtue  was  shall  see  this  conqueror,  the  oldest  we  have  on 
■■lalaral  and  foreign  to  the  mind  of  man.  the  records  of  history,  (though,  as  we  have 
The  first  aTA«»^«f  we  have  of  mankind  are  observed  before,  the  dirooology  of  these  remote 
lot  so  many  aooounts  of  their  butcheries.  All  times  is  extremely  uncertain,)  opening  the 
eBayiies  hava  been  cemented  in  Uood ;  and  in  scene  by  a  destruction  of  at  least  (me  million 
dMse  early  periods  when  the  race  of  mankind  of  his  species,  unprovoked  but  by  his  ambition, 
began  first  to  fcrm  themselves  into  parties  and  without  any  motives  but  pride,  cruelty,  and 
eossbinatians,  the  first  effect  of  the  combina-  madness,  and  without  any  benefit  to  himself; 
tkn,  and  indeed  the  end  for  which  it  seems  (for  Justin  expressly,  tells  us  he  did  not  main- 
pniposefy  fermed,  and  best  calculated,  is  their  tain  his  conquests;)  butsolely  to  makesomany 
■nioal  destmction.  All  ancient  history  is  people,  in  so  distant  countries,  feel  experiment 
daik  and  mcertain.  One  thing  however  is  ally,  how  severe  a  scourge  Providence  intends 
dear.  There  were  conquerors,  and  conquests  for  the  human  race,  when  he  gives  one  man  the 
in  tiiose  days;  and  oonseqiMOtly,  all  that  de-  power  over  many,  and  arms  his  naturally  im> 

•  Had  his  Lordship  lived  to  our  days,  to  have  P^^"*'  jnd  feeble  rage,  with  the  hMM|»  o^mM- 

saen  the  noble  reliefgiven  by  this  nation  to  the  "ons,  who  know  no  common  pnnciple  of  action, 

disiresMd  Portuguese,  he  had  perhaps  owned  but  a  blind  obedience  to  the  passions  of  their 

tkiB  part  of  his  argnmem  a  liule  weakened,  but  rui^r. 

we  do  DOC  think  ourselves  entitled  to  alter  his  t,/^  ^^  .  «««««,«„•  «,u«  i;«..m.  ;n  tk«i  tra. 

Lordships  words,  but  that  we  are  bound  to  Jhe  nert  personage  who  figures  m  the  tra- 

fbltow  bim  txactly.  gedies  of  this  ancient  theatre  is  Semiramis 
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tar  we  haTe  no  particulan  oT  Ninin,  but  that  thousand  breadiet  were  made  for  nus  to  enter 
he  made  immense  and  rapid  ccmquests,  which  and  giTe  the  last  hand  to  this  scene  of  miaeiy 
doubdess  were  not  compassed  without  the  usual  and  destruction.  Hw  kingdom  waa  rent  and 
carnage.  We  see  an  army  of  above  three  divided ;  which  serrad  to  employ  th»  more  dis- 
miUions  employed  by  this  martial  queen  in  a  tinct  parts  to  tear  eadi  other  to  pieces,  and 
war  against  the  Indians.  We  see  the  Indians  bury  the  whde  in  blood  and  slauj^iter.  The 
arming  a  yet  greater ;  and  we  behold  a  vnr  Idngs  of  Syria  and  of  Egypt,  the  kings  of 
continued  with  much  fiiry,  and  with  various  Pergamus  and  Macedon,  without  imermiasioa 
success.     This  ends   in  the   retreat  of  the     worried  each  other  tot  above  two   hundred 

ouoen,  with  scarce  a  third  of  the  txoopa  em-  years ;  until  at  last  a  strong  power  arising  ia 
ployed  in  the  expedition ;  an  expedition,  which  the  west,  rushed  in  upon  them  and  sileooed 
at  this  rate  must  have  cost  two  millions  of  their  tumults,  by  involving  all  the  ccvitending 
soub  on  her  part ;  and  it  is  not  unreasonable  to     parties  in  the  same  destruction.    It  is  Utde  to 

judge  that  the  country  which  was  the  seat  of  say,  that  the  contentions  between  the  succes- 

war  must  have  bora  an  equal  sufferer.    But  I  aors  of  Alexander  depopulated  that  part  of  the 

am  content  to  detract  from  this,  and  to  suppose  world  of  at  least  two  millions. 
Jbat  the  Indians. lost  only  half  so  much,  and        The  struggle  between  the  Macedonians  and 

ihon  the  account  stands  thus :  In  this  war  (Greeks,  and  before  that,  the  disputes  of  the 

alone,  (for  Semiramis  had  other  wars,)  in  this  Ghreek  commonwealtha  among  themselves,  ibr 

single  reign,  and  in  this  one  spot  of  the  globe,  an  improfitablo  superiori^,  fimn  one  of  the 

did  three  miHions  of  soub  expire,  with  aXL  the  bloodiest  scenes  in  history.    One  is  astonisbed 

horrid  and  shocking  circumstances  which  at-  how  such  a  small  qpot  could  furnish  men  suffi- 

tend  all  wars,  and  in  a  quarrel,  in  which  none  cient  to  sacrifice  to  the  pitiful  ambition  of  pos- 

of  the  sufferers  coukl  have  the  least  rational  sessing  five  or  six  thousand  more  acres,  or  two 

concern.  or  three  more  villages:  yet  to  see  the  acrimony 

The  Babylonian,  Assyrian,  Median,*  and  and  bitterness  with  which  this  was  diqiuted 

Persian  monarchies  must  have  poured  out  seas  between  the  Athenians  and  Lacedemonians  ; 

of  blood  in  their  formation,  and  in  their  de-  what  armies  cut  oflf;  what  fleets  sunk  and 

struction.    The  armies  and  fleets  of  Xerxes,  burnt ;  what  a  number  of  cities  sacked,  and 

their  numbers,  the  glorious  stand  made  against  their  inhabitants  slaughtered,  and  captived 

them,  and  the  unfcwtunate  event  of  dU  his  one  would  bo  induced  to  believe  the  decision  of 

migh^  preparations,  are  known  to  every  body,  the  fate  of  mankind  at  least,  d^tended  upon  it ! 

In  this  expedition,  draining  half  Asia  of  its  But  these  disputes  ended  as  aU  math  ever  ham 

inhabitants,  he  led  an  army  of  about  two  mil-  done,  and  ever  will  do ;  in  a  real  weaknesi  of 

lions  to  be  slaughtered,  and  wasted,  by  a  thou-  all  parties ;  a  momentary  shadow,  and  dream 

sand  fatal  accidents,  in  the  same  {^ace  where  of  power  in  some  one  ;  and  the  mbjection  of 

his  predecessors  had  before  by  a  similar  mad-  all  to  the  yoke  of  a  stranger,  who  knows  how 

ness  consumed  the  flower  of  so  many  kingdoms,  lo  profit  of  their  divisions.    This  at  least  wms 

and  wasted  the  force  of  so  extensive  an  empire,  the  case  of  the  Greeks ;  and  aore,  from  tiw 

It  is  a  cheap  calculation  to  say,  that  the  Per-  earliest  accounts  of  them,  to  their  abaoiptimi 

sian  empire  in  its  wars,  against  the  Grreeks  into  the  Roman  empire,  we  cannot  judge  that 

and  Scydiians,  threw  away  at  least  four  rail-  their  intestine  divisions,  and  their  foreign  wan 

lions  of  its  subjects,  to  say  nothing  of  its  other  consumed  less  than  three  millions  of  their  in« 

wars,  and  the  losses  sustained  in  them.  These  habitants. 

were  their  losses  abroad ;  but  the  war  was  What  an  Aceldama,  what  a  field  of  blood 
brought  home  to  them,  first  by  Agesilaus,  and  Sicily  has  been  in  ancient  times,  whilst  tfan 
afterwards,  by  Alexan^jsr.  I  have  not,  in  this  mode  of  its  government  was  controverted  ba* 
retreat,  the  books  necessary  to  make  very  exact  tween  the  republican  and  tyrannical  partaea, 
calculations ;  nor  is  it  necessary  to  give  more  and  the  possession  struggled  for  by  the  natives, 
than  hints  to  one  (^  your  Lordship's  erudition,  the  Greeks,  the  Carthaginians,  and  the  R<^ 
You  win  recollect  his  uninterrupted  series  of  mans,  your  Lordship  will  easily  recollect.  Ton 
success.  Tou  will  run  over  his  battles.  You  will  remember  the  total  destruction  of  audi 
will  call  to  mind  the  carnage  which  was  made,  bodies  as  an  army  q(  500,000  men.  You  will 
You  will  give  a  glance  at  the  whole,  and  you  find  every  page  of  its  history  dyed  in  Uood, 
will  agree  with  me ;  that  to  form  this  hero  no  and  blotted  and  confounded  by  tumults,  rebel- 
less  than  twelve  hundred  thousand  lives  must  lions,  massacres,  assassinations,  proecriptioaB, 
have  been  sacrificed;  but  no  sooner  had  be  and  a  series  of  horrour  beyond  the  historiea 
(alien  himself  a  sacrifice  to  his  vices,  than  a  perhaps  of  any  other  nation  in  the  woiU; 
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tiM  hiitariM  of  allnAtkiM  ve  made  up  nme  &t«.    Tbe  mprcileH  gooiui  of  Syflt 

«f  nmikr  natter.    looce  morooacue  mjwtAf  had  its  full  fcopo ;  and  the  stroets  of  Atheu 

in  point  of  enctnoH  tor  want  of  books.    Bat  were  not  the  only  ones  which  ran  with  blood. 

I  iiiall  aatimato  tbe  slaughten  in  this  island  At  this  period,  the  sword,  glutted  with  foreign 

latattwomiBioas;  which  your  Lordship  wiU  slaughter,  tumiBd  its  edge  upon  the  bowels  of 

.iBdanehaiiortof  ^ereali^.  the  Roman  republic  itself;  and  presented  a 

Lai  oa  pass  by  the  wars  and  the  oonse-  scene  of  crueltiM  and  treasons  enough  almost 

fBSoeei  of  tbem,  which  wasted  Ghrecia-Magna,  to  obliterate  the  memory  of  all  the  external  de- 

bsfire  the  Romaa  power  prevailed  in  that  vastations.    I  intended,  my  Lord,  to  have  pro- 

pHt  of  Italy.    They  are  perfaapa  exaggerated ;  coeded  in  a  sort  of  method  in  estimating  the 

iMnfive  I  dwU  only  rate  them  at  one  million,  numbers  of  Aankind  cut  off  in  these  wan 

Lai  OB  hasten  to  open  that  great  scene  which  which  we  have  on  record.    But  I  am  obliged 

ailahlisihns  the  Roman  empire,  and  forms  the  to  alter  my  design.    Budi  a  tragical  uniraw 

grand  ealastrophe  of  the  ancient  drama.   This  mity  of  havoc  and  murder  would  diigust  your 

anfare,  whilst  in  its  infancy,  began  by  an  efiu-  Lordship  as  much  as  it  would  me ;  Mjod  I  con- 

sisB  of  hnnan  blood  scarcely  credible.    The  fess  I  already  feel  my  eyes  ache  by  keeping 

little  states  teemed  far  new  do*  them  so  long  intent  <m  so  bloody  a  prospect.   I 

the  Sabmes,   the  Samnites,   the  shall  observe  little  on  the  Servile,  the  Social, 

tbe  Yobcifthe  Hetrurians,  were  broken  the  Gallic  and  Spanish  vrars ;  nor  upon  those 

by  a  aarisi  of  alaio^ters  which  had  no  inter-  with  Jugurtha,  nor  Antiochus,  nor  many  others 

tion,  for  aome  hondreds  of  years ;  slaugb-  equally  in^)ortant,  and  carried  on  with  equal 

wiiicfa  open  all  sides  consumed  more  than  fUiry.    The  butcheries  of  Julius  Ciesar  alone, 

tmo  auIBona  of  the  wretched  people.     The  are  calculated  by  somebody  else ;  the  numben 

into  Italy  about  this  time,  added  he  has  been  a  means  of  destroying  have  been 

total  deatruction  of  their  own  armies  to  reckoned  at  1,200,000.     But  to  give   your 

of  the  ancient  ii^iabitants.    In  short,  it  Lordship  an  idea  that  may  serve  as  a  stancUud, 

hardy  possible  to  conceive  a  more  horrid  by  which  to  measure,  in  some  degree,  the 

liloodty  pictiare,   if  that  the  Punic  wars  others ;  you  will  turn  your  eyes  on  Judea ;  a 

IsoQO  after  did  not  present  one,  that  very  inconsiderable  spot  of  the  earth  in  itself, 

it.    Here  we  find  that  climax  of  though  ennobled  by  the  singular  events  which 

1  and  min,  which  seemed  to  shake  had  their  rise  in  that  country. 
Che  winle  earth.     ThS  extent  of  this  war        Thb  spot  happened,  it  matters  not  here  by 

vesedao  many  nations,  and  both  ele-  what  means,  to  become  at  several  times  ex 

and  the  havoc  of  the  human  species  tremely  populous,  and  to  supply  men  for  slaugh 

in  both,  really  astonishes  beyond  ez-  ters  scarcely  credible,  if  (rther  well-known  and 

I,  when  it  is  nakedly  considered,  and  well-attested  onM  had  not  given  them  a  cdour. 

Lsrs  which  are  apt  to  divert  our  atten-  The  first  settling  of  the  Jews  here,  was  attend* 

it,  tbe  diaracters,  actions,  and  de-  ed  by  an  ahnost  entire  extirpation  of  all  the 

of  ^  parsons  concerned,  are  not  taken  former  inhabitants.     Their  own  civil  wars, 

bs  aeooont.    These  wars,  I  mean  those  and  those  with  their  petty  neighbours,  con- 

tbe  Pome  wars,  could  not  have  stood  sumed  vast  multitudes  almost  every  year  for 

moe  in  less  than  three  millions  of  several  centuries ;  and  the  irruptions  of  the 

And  yet  this  forms  but  a  part  kings  of  Babylon  and  Assyria  made  immense 

onl^,  and  a  ver>  mall  part,  of  the  havoc  cau^  ravages.    Yet  -ve  have  their  history  but  par* 

ed  by  the  Roman  ambituNi.    Tbe  war  with  tiaUy,  in  an  indistinct  confused  manner ;  so 

Mitindates  was  very  little  less  bloody;  that  thai  I  shall  only  throw  the  strong  point  of  light 

priaee  cot  off  at  one  stroke  150,000  Romans  upon  that  part  which  coincides  with  Roman 

by  a  nasaacre.    In  that  war  Sylla  destroyed  history,  and  of  that  part  <Nily  <m  the  point  ol 

SOOgOOOiasnatCheronea.  He  defeated  Mitb-  time  when  they  received  the  great  and  final 

rMnlsa'  armyimder  Dorilaus,  and  slew  900^000.  stroke  which  made  them  no  more  a  nation;  a 

Tlua  great  and  imfortunate  prince  lost  another  stroke  which  u  aUowed  to  have  cut  off  little 

900,000  befere  Cyzicum.    In  the  course  of  the  loss  than  tvro  millions  of  that  people.    I  say 

be  had  imnimerable  other  losses ;  and  bav*  nothing  of  the  loppings  made  firom  that  stock 

BMny  intervals  of  success,  he  revenged  whilst  it  stood ;  nor  firom  the  suckers  that  grew 

sly.    He  was  at  last  totally  over-  out  of  the  oU  root  ever  since.    But  if  in  tliis 

ihrown ;  and  he  erased  to  pieces  the  king  of  inconsiderable  part  of  the  ^be,  such  a  car- 

Annenia  his  aDy  by  the  greatnMs  of  his  ruin,  nage  has  been  made  in  two  or  three  short 

All  vrho  had  connexions  with  him  shored  the  reigns,  and  tha  this  great  carnage,  great  as  it 
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IS,  makes  but  a  minute  part  of  what  the  hiito-  oq  thoae  tcMrrents  of  sileat  and  in|^orioiB  blood 

lies  of  that  people  inform  us  they  suffered ;  which  hare  gjotted  the  thirsty  suids  of  Afiie, 

what  shall  we  judge  of  countries  more  extend*  or  discoloured  the  polar  snow,  orfed  the  savage 

ed,  and  which  have  waged  wan  by  far  more  ferests  of  America  for  so  many  ages  of  con* 

ooDsiderable  ?  tinual  war.    Shall  I,  to  justify  n^  calculations 

Instances  of  this  sort  compose  the  uniform  from  the  charge  of  eztratagance,  add  to  th^ 

of  history.    But  there  have  been  periods  when  account  those  skinni^es  which  happen  in  tl 

no  less  than  universal  destruction  to  the  race  wars,  without  being  singly  of  sufficient  dignity 

<^  mankind  seems  to  have  been  threatened,  in  mischief,  to  merit  a  place  in  history,  but 

Such  was  that,  when  the  Groths,  the  Vandals,  iidiich  by  their  frequency  oompensate  for  t'^ 

and  the  Huns  poured  into  Gaul,  Italy,  Spain,  comparative  innocence;  wtaJl  I  inflame  the 

Grreece,  and  Africa,  carrying  destruction  be-  account  by  those  general  massacres  whidi  have 

lore  them  as  they  advanced,  wad  leaving  horrid  devoured   whole  cities   and  nations ;   those 

desarts  every  way   behind   them.      Vtubtm  wasting  pestilences,  those  consuming  frmiines, 

ubique  nlcntittmt  accreti  coUet;  Jumandaproad  and  all  those  fiiries  that  follow  m  the  train  of 

Uola ,  nemo  emplaratorUms  obt^y  is  what  Ta-  war?    I  have  no  need  to  exaggerate ;  and  I 

■citus  calls/ocies  viataritB.    It  is  always  so ;  but  have  purposely  avoided  a  parade  of  eloquenoe 

was  here  emphatically  so.    From  the  north  on  this  occasion.    I  should  despise  it  upon  naj 

proceeded  the   swarms   of  Groths,  Vandals,  occasion;  else  in  mentioning  these  slaughten, 

Huns,  Ostrogoths,  who  ran  towards  the  south  it  is  obvious  how  much  the  whole  might  be 

into  Africa  itself,  which  sufiered  as  all  to  the  heightened,  by  an  afiecting  deaerqition  of  the 

north  had  dcme.    About  this  time,  another  tor-  horrours  that  attend  the  wasting  of  kingdoms, 

rent  of  barbarians,  animated  by  the  same  fiiry,  and  sacking  of  cities.    But  I  do  not  write  to 

and  encouraged  by  the  same  success,  poured  the  vulgar,  nor  to  that  which  oidy  governs  the 

out  of  the  south,  and  ravaged  all  to  the  north-  vulgar,  their  passions.    I  go  upon  a  naked  and 

east  and  west,  to  the  remotest  parts  of  Persia  moderate  calculation,  just  enough,  without  a 

on  one  hand,  and  to  the  banks  of  the  Loire  or  pedantical  exactness,  to  give  your  Lordship 

iiirther  on  the  other ;  destroying  all  the  proud  some  feeling  of  the  effects  of  political  societf. 

and  curious  monuments  of  human  art,  that  not  I  charge  the  whole  of  thMe  effects  on  politiod 

even  the  memory  might  seem  to  surrive  of  socie^.    I  avow  the  charge,  and  I  shall  pro- 

the  former  inhabitants.    What  has  been  done  sently  make  it  good  to  your  Lordthqi's  satia- 

since,  and  what  will  continue  to  be  done  while  frurtion.     The  numfters  I  particularized  are 

the  same  inducements  to  war  continue,  I  shall  about thirty^six  millions.    Besides  those  killed 

not  dwell  upon.    I  shall  only  in  one  word  men-  in  battles  I  have  said  sometlung,  not  half  what 

tioo  the  horrid  effects  of  bigotry  and  avarice,  the  matter  would  have  justifred,  but  something 

in  the  conquest  of  Spanish  America ;  a  con-  I  have  said,  concerning  the  consequences  of 

quest  on  a  low  estimation  effected  by  the  mur-  war  even  naore  dreadful  than  that  monstrous 

der  of  ten  millions  of  the  species.     I  shaU  carnage  itself  which  shocks  our  humanity,  and 

draw  to  a  conclusion  of  this  part,  by  making  a  ahnost  staggers  our  beliet    So  (hat  allowing  me 

general  calculation  of  the  whole.    I  think  I  in  my  exi^erance  one  way,  for  my  deficiency 

ha\'e  actually  mentioned  above  thirty-six  mil-  in  the  other,  you  will  find  me  not  unreasonable, 

lions.    I  have  not  particularized  any  more.    I  I  think  the  numbers  of  men  now  upon  earth  are 

don't  pretend  to  exacmess ;  therefore,  for  the  computed  at  five  hundred  milliora  at  the  most, 

sake  of  a  general  view,  I  shall  lay  together  all  Here  the  slaughter  of  mankind,  on  what  you 

those  actually  slain  in  battles,  or  who  have  wiQ  call  a  smdl  calculation,  amounts  to  iiq>- 

perished  in  a  no  less  miserable  manner  by  the  wards  of  seventy  times  the  number  of  souls 

other  destructive  consequences  of  war  fit>m  this  day  on  the  globe :  a  point  which  may  fur> 

the  beginning  of  the  world  to  this  day,  in  the  nish  mattm  of  reflecticm  to  one  less  inclined  to 

four  parts  of  it,  at  a  thousand  times  as  much ;  draw  oonsequoices  than  your  Lordship, 
no  exaggerated  calculation,  allowing  for  time        I  now  come  to  shew  that  political  socie^  is 

and  extent    We  have  not  perh^  spoke  of  justly  chargeable  with  much  the  greatest  part 

the  five-hundredth  part ;  I  am  sure  I  have  not  of  this  destruction  of  the  species.    To  give 

of  what  is  actually  ascertained  in  history ;  but  the  fairest  play  to  every  side  of  the  question,  I 

how  much  of  these  butcheries  are  only  ejqiress-  will  own  that  there  is  a  haughtiness,  and  fierce* 

ed  in  generals,  what  part  of  time  history  has  ness  in  human  nature,  which  will  cause  innu* 

never  reached,  and  i^at  vast  spaces  of  the  merable  broils,  place  men  in  what  situation 

habitable  globe  it  has  not  embraced,  I  need  not  you  please ;  but  owning  this,  I  still  insist  in 

mention  to  your  Lordship.    I  need  not  enlarge  charging  it  to  political  regulations,  that  these 
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knOM  are  lo  frequent,  lo  etwi,  and  attended  own,  to  the  wont  and  bladECit  puqwiea;  and 

with  oQoaeqaencee  ao  deplorable.    In  a  state  what  ia  at  once  lamentable,  and  ridkuloua, 

of  aature,  it  had  be«n  impoaaible  to  find  a  theie  wretdiea  engage  under  those  banners 

■nber  of  men,  sufficient  for  such  dau^ters,  with  a  fiiry  greater  thiui  if  they  were  animated 

afreed  in  the  same  bloodty  purpose ;  or  alloww  by  rerenge  for  their  own  proper  wrongs. 

iag  that  they  might  hare  come  to  such  an  It  is  no  less  worth  oheerring,^  that  this  arti« 

afteamsnt,  (an  impossible  suppositico,)  yet  the  ficial  division  cf  mankind,  into  separate  soci^ 

BMsaM  that  simple  nature  has  supplied  them  ties,  is  a  perpetual  source  in  itself  of  hatred 

with,  are  by  no  means  adequate  to  such  an  and  dissension  among  them.     The  names 

aid;  many  scratches,  many  bruises  undo(d>t-  which  distinguish  th«n  are  enou^  to  blow  up 

ediy  would  be  received  upon  all  hands;  but  hatred,  and  rage.    Examine  history;  consult 

only  a  (ew,  a  very  few  deaths.    Society,  and  present  experience ;  and  you  will  find,  that  far 

pol^ics,  wfaidi  have  given  us  these  destructive  the  greater  part  of  the  quarrels  between  several 

views,  have  given  us  also  the  means  of  satis-  nations,  had  scarce  any  other  occasion,  than, 

iying  them.    From  the  earliest  dawnings  of  liat  these  nations  were  different  combinations 

poUqr  to  this  day,  the  inventions  of  men  have  of  people,  lad  called  by  different  names ;  to 

been  sharpening  and  improving  the  mystery  of  an  Englishman,  the  name  of  a  Frenchman,  a 

r,  firoDi  t^  first  nule  essays  of  clubs  and  Spaniard,  an  Italian,  much  more  a  Turk,  or  a 

to  the  present  periection  of  gunneiy,  Tartar,  rauMS  of  course  ideas  of  hatred,  and 

bombarding;  mining,   and  all  oonten^>t.  If  you  would  inspire  this  compatriot 

species  of  artificial,  learned,  and  refined  of  ours  with  pity  or  regard,  for  one  of  these; 

omkjf  in  which  we  are  now  so  expert,  and  would  you  not  hide  that  diBtincti<m  ?    Tou 

which  make  a  principal  part  of  what  politi*  would  not  pray  him  to  compassionate  the  poor 

aanshaxre  taught  us  to  believe  is  our  principal  Frenchman,  or  the  unhappy  German.    Far 

floTf.  from  it ;  you  would  speak  cf  him  as  KforeigneTf 

How  fermsre  nature  would  have  carried  us,  anaccukot  to  which  all  are  liable.  Tou  would 

«e  may  judge  by  the  example  of  those  ani«  represent  him  as  a  man,  one  partaking  with  us 

■sis,  irik>  sbll  lUlow  her  laws,  and  even  of  of  the  same  common  nature,  and  subject  to  the 

tbooe  to  whom  she  has  given  dispositions  more  same  law.     There  is  something  so  averse 

fieres,  and  arms  more  terrible  than  ever  she  fitMn  our  nature  in  these  artificial  political  dis- 

islsnded  we  sbouU  use.    It  is  an  incontestible  tinctioos,  that  we  need  no  other  trumpet  to 

imh,  that  there  is  more  havoc  made  in  one  kindle  us  to  war,  and  destruction.    But  there 

yasr  by  msn,  of  men,  than  has  been  made  by  is  something  so  benign  and  healing  in  the  gene- 

ddM  lions,  ^rc*n)  Panthers,  ounces,  leol^ards,  ral  voice  of  humanity,  that  maugre  all  our  re- 

ihiaocsrosea,  elephants,  bears,   and  gulations  to  prevent  it,  the  simple  name  of  man 


weitee,  upon  their  several  species,  since  the     applied  properly,  never  &ils  to  work  a  salutary 
of  the  worid ;  though  thMe  agree  ill    effect. 


with  each  other,  and  have  a  much  This  natural  unpremeditated  eflR»ct  of  policy 

pntar  proportion  of  rage  and  fury  in  their  on  the  unpossessed  passions  of  mankind,  a|^ 

nimsilifsi  than  we  have.    But  vrith  respect  pesrs  on  other  occasions.    The  very  name  of 

to  foOf  ye  l^islators,  ye  eivUizers  of  man-  a  politician,  a  statesman,  is  sure  to  cause  tep» 

1!  ye  Orpheuses,  Mossses,  Minuses,  So-  rour  and  haired ;  it  has  always  connected  with 

~     sosss,  Lycurguses,  Numas!  with  it  the  ideas  of  treachery,  cruelty,  fimud  and 

to  you  be  it  spoken,  your  regulations  tjrranny ;  and  those  writers  who  have  (aithfiiUy 

havs  done  more  mischief  in  coU  blood,  than  unveiled  the  mysteries  of  state-fi-eemasonnr, 

a&  the  rage  of  the  fiercest  animals  in  their  have  ever  been  held  in  general  detestation,  for 

yentast  terroon,  or  furies,  has  ever  done,  or  even  knowing  so  perfectly  a  theory  so  detests 

ef«r  eonU  do!  ble.    The  case  of  Madiiavel  seems  at  first 

These  evils  are  not  accidentaL    Whoever  sight  something  hard  in  that  respect.    He  is 

wjD  lake  the  paiiM  to  conskler  the  nature  of  obliged  to  bear  the  iniquities  of  those  whose 

•odsCy,  will  frid  they  result  directly  firom  its  maxims  and  rules  of  government  he  publidied. 

nansfiliiliisi      For  as  su&onliiMtiofi,  or,   in  His  speculation  is  more  abhorred  than  t^istr 

elhsr  words,  the  reciprocation  of  tyranny,  and  practios. 

riaiwjf.  is  rsquisito  to  support  th«»e  societies,  But  if  diere  were  no  other  arguments  against 

dM  inlaest,  the  ambition,  the  malice,  or  the  artificial  society  than  this  I  am  going  to  meo> 

iwrrngt,  nay  even  the  whim  and  caprice  of  one  tion,  methinks  it  ought  to  fidl  by  this  one  only, 

nlinf  nan  among  thsB,  is  eooi^  to  arm  an  All  writers  on  the  science  ofpolicy  are  agreed, 

dM  fsM,  without  iBy  privals  vitwi  of  thsir  and  they  agree  wiUi  experience  that  all  if> 

VoL-L— « 
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fwniDaiti  iiKi8tfreqa«iitl3r  infringe  the  ralee  of  moved  merely  by  the  wifl  of  the  Supreme,  and 
JQitice  to  wapport  tbeme^Tee;  that  truth  nust  all  that  are  mibiected  to  tfiem,  directed  in  the 
gire  way  to  diminuiIatioB ;  honesty  to  eon-  aame  manner,  merely  by  the  oecanonal  wil  of 
venieoce;  and  humanity  itself  to  the  reigning  the  magistrate.  This  form,  as  it  b  the  meal 
interest.  The  «bole  of  this  mystery  of  ip>-  simple,  so  it  is  infinite^  the  most  general, 
qnity  is  calleil  the  reason  of  state.  It  is  a  Scsirce  any  part  of  the  world  is  exempted  fren 
reason  ifdudi  1  own  I  cannot  pemrtrate.  What  its  power.  And  in  those  lew  places  where 
sortof  a  protection  is  this  of  the  general  ri^it,  men  enjoy  what  they  call  liberty,  it  is  coatim> 
that  is  maintained  by  infringii^  the  rights  of  aOy  in  a  tottering  situation,  and  makes  greater 
particulars?  What  sort  of  justice  is  this,  and  greater  strides  to  that  gulph  of  de^Mtism 
whichisenfixcedbybreadiesofitsownlaws?  n^ich  at  last  swallows  up  every  species  of 
These  paradoses  I  leave  to  be  solved  by  the  government.  The  manner  of  ruling  being  di- 
able  heads  of  legishOors  and  politicians.  For  rooted  merely  by  the  wiO  of  die  WMkest,  and 
my  part,  I  say  what  a  plain  man  would  say  on  generally  the  worst  man  in  the  society,  becomes 
soeh  an  occasion.  I  can  never  believe,  that  the  most  fooli^  and  capricious  thing,  at  the 
any  institution  agreeable  to  nature,  and  proper  same  time  that  it  is  the  most  terrible  and  de- 
fer mankind,  cookl  find  it  necessary,  or  even  straetive,  that  wdl  can  be  conceived.  In  a 
expedient  in  may  case  whatsoever,  todo,  vHiat  despotism  the  principal  person  finds,  that  let 
the  best  and  worthiest  instincti  of  mankind  the  want,  misery,  and  indigence  of  his  subjects 
warn  us  to  avoid.  But  no  wonder,  that  vHiat  be  what  they  wdl,  he  can  yet  possess  aboD* 
is  set  up  in  opposition  to  (he  state  of  nature,  dantly  of  every  thing  to  gratify  bis  most  inm- 
dbouM  presenre  itself  by  trampling  vpoa  the  tiaUe  wishes.  He  does  more.  He  finds  that 
kw  of  nature.  diese  gratifications  increase  in  proportion  to 

To  prove  that  these  sorts  of  policed  socio*  the  wretchedness  and  davery  of  his  subjects, 

tiea  are  a  violation  offered  to  nature,  and  a  Thus  encouraged,  both  by  passion  and  into- 

eoBstraint  upon  the  human  mind,  it  needs  only  rest,  to  trample  oo  the  public  welfiue^  and  by  his 

to  look  upon  the  sanguinary  measures,  and  station  placed  above  both  shame  and  fear,  he 

instruments  of  violence  which  are  every  where  proceeds  to  the  most  horrid  and  diodung  oul- 

UMd  to  support  them.    Let  us  take  a  review  rages  upon  mankind.    Their  persons  become 

of  the  dungeons,  whips,  chains,  racks,  gibbets,  victims  of  his  suspicions.    The  riigfatest  dis- 

with  whidi  every  society  is  abundantly  stored,  pleasure  is  death;  and  a  disagreeable  aspect 

by  vHiich  hundreds  of  victims  are  annually  is  often  as  great  a  crime  as  high  treason.    In 

offered  up  to  support  a  docen  or  two  in  pride  the  court  of  Nero,  a  person  of  leaning,  of 

and  madness,  and  millions  in  as  abject  servi-  nnqueetioned  merit,  and  of  unsuspected  loyaltj, 

tnde  and  dependence.  There  was  a  time,  when  was  put  to  death  fer  no  other  reason  than  that 

I  looked  with  a  reverential  awe  on  these  mysto-  he  had  a  pedantic  countenance  whidbdiBpleased 

ries  of  policy;  but  age,  experience,  and  phi-  the  en^ieror.    This  very  monster  of  maidrind 

kisophy,  have  rent  the  veil ;  and  I  view  this  appeared  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign  to  be  a 

smcfum  saneCorwn,  at  least,  without  any  enthu-  pemn  of  virtae.  Many  of  the  greatest  tyrants 

siastio  admiration.  I  admowledge  indeed,  the  on  die  records  ofhistocyhave  begun  their  reigns 

nsorssity  of  such  a  proceeding  in  such  institu-  in  the  feirest  manner.    But  the  truth  is,  &is 

tions ;  but  I  most  have  a  very  mean  opinion  unnatural  power  eomipts  bodi  the  heart  and 

of  institutions  where  such  proceedings  are  the  nnderstanding.  And  to  prevent  the  least 

nseeasary.  hope  of  amendment,  a  king  is  ever  surrounded 

It  is  a  misfortune,  that  in  no  part  of  the  by  a  crowd  of  infemous  flatterers,  who  find 

gk>be  natural  liberty  and  natural  religion  are  their  aocoont  in  keeping  him  fimn  the  least 

to  be  feund  pure,  and  firee  fixxn  the  mixture  of  lightofreason,tillaUideasofrectitudeand  ju^ 

aoUtical  adukorations.  Tet  we  have  implanted  tioe  are  utterlv  erased  fixnn  his  mind.    When 

m  us«  by  Providence,  ideas,  axioms,  rules,  of  Alexander  had  in  his  fury  inhumanly  butchered 

iriiatispious,just,lair,  honest,  whidi  no  po-  one  ofhis  best  fiiends  and  bravest  captains;  on 

Utieal  cnft,  nor  learned  sophistry,  can  entiraly  the  return  of  reason  he  began  to  conceive  an 

expel  firom  our  breasts.    By  these  we  judge,  borroor  suitable  to  the  gnih  of  such  a  murder, 

and  we  cannot  otherwise  judge  of  the  sevwal  In  this  juncture,  his  council  came  to  his  an 

aitificia]  modes  of  religion  Mid  society,  and  sistance.    But  what  did  his  council?    They 

determine  of  them  as  they  approach  to,  or  finMl  him  out  a  phifooopher  who  gave  him 

raesde  from  this  standard.  oomfert.    And  in  what  manner  did  this  phi- 

The  simpleot  ferm  of  government  is  dupm  kwopher  eondbrt  him  fer  the  loss  of  nch  a 

tSfl%whoreaIltheiBleriourori)S  of  power  art  maa,  and  heal  hit  eonseieaee,  flagrant  with  thi? 
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oHrtof  nchaeriiiM?    Tou  have  the  matter  anarehy ;  indeed  it  if  lo  abhorred  and  deteit. 

stkn|ifa  in  Phrtarcb.  U^  UUdlam;  ** tkal  Id  a  ed,  by  all  who  live  under  ibnns  that  have  a 

mmnigmdkwhaiheviU^eUhii  aotionianjtut  milder  appearance,  that  there  is  scarce  a  rv 

ami  le^iil^  hwamt  thejf  «n  kk,"    Thepalacea  tional  man  in  Europe,  that  would  not  prdfor 

efaflprinoea  abound  with  aoch  courtly  phikMO-  death  to  Asiatic  despotism.    Here  then  we 

plMn.  The  consequence  was  such  asmi^  be  have  the  acknowledgment  of  a  great  philoso- 

especlfwi     He  grew  every  day  a  monster  more  pher,  that  an  irregular  state  of  nature  is  pr^ 

abawinned  to  unnatural  lust,  to  debauchery,  to  ferable  to  such  a  government ;  we  have  the 

diwAenrnwi,  and  to  murder.  And  yet  this  was  consent  of  all  sensible  and  generous  men,  who 

■igiBaily  a  great  man,  of  uncommon  capacity,  carry  it  yet  further,  and  avow  that  death  its^ 

iBd  a  strong  propensity  to  virtue.     But  un«  is  preferable ;  and  yet  this  species  of  govern 

boaodad  power  proceeds  step  by  step,  until  it  ment,  so  justly  condemned,  and  so  generaDy 

km  eradicated  every  laudable  principle.  It  has  detested,  is  what  infinitely  the  greater  part  of 

been  remarked,  that  there  is  no  prince  so  bad,  mankind  groan  under,  and  have  groaned  under 

srhon  &v«Mirttes  and  ministers  are  not  worse,  from  the  beginning.    So  that  by  sure  and  un* 

Thsra  is  hardly  any  prince  without  a  (avourite,  contested  principles,  the  greatest  part  of  the 

hv  whom  be  is  governed  in  as  arbitrary  a  man-  governments  on  earth  must  be  concluded  ty> 

nr  as  be  govenas  the  vrretches  subjected  to  rannies,  impostures,  violations  of  the  natuni 

■■b    Here  the  ^rranny  is  doubled.    There  rights  of  mankind,  and  worse  than  the  moit 

ITS  two  OMigti,  and  two  interests ;  both  very  disorderly  anarchies.    How  much  other  fonaa 

diftfHt  from  the  interests  of  the  people.  Tbe «  exceed  this,  we  shall  consider  inmiediately. 
bvoarite  knows  that  the  regard  of  a  tyrant  is  as        In  all  parts  of  tbe  workl,  mankind,  bowevei 

iaooBStaDt  and  capricious  as  that  of  a  woman;  debased,  retains  still  the  sense  of yaeEinir ;  the 

sad  rwnrinding  his  time  to  be  short,  he  makes  weight  of  tyranny,  at  kst,  becomes  insupport* 

haMe  to  611  up  tbe  measure  of  his  iniquity,  in  able;  but  tht  remedy  is  not  so  easy ;  in  general, 

rspiae,  in  hixury,  and  in  revenge.  Every  ave*  the  only  remedy  by  which  they  attempt  to  cure 

BBS  to  the  throne  is  shut  up.    He  oppresses,  the  tyranny,  is  to  change  the  tyrant.    This  is, 

the  people,  whilst  he  persiiadee  tbe  and  always  was  the  case,  for  the  greater  part. 

teit  those  murmurs,  raised  by  his  own  In  some  countries,  however,  were  found  men  of 

Bon  are  the  effects  of  disaffection  to  the  more  penetration ;  who  discovered, "  that  to  Urn 

priae^s  govemmeoL   Then  is  the  natural  vio-  by  cm  mwC»  toii4  *m»  ^  c^iv  ^f  ^'^  men's 

Isnes  of  dsepotism  inflamed,  and  aggravated  by  misery."  They  thereibre  changed  their  former 

feared  and  reienge.    To  deserve  well  of  the  method,  and  assembling  the  men  in  their  s^ 

crime  against  the  prince.    To  be  veral  societies,  the  most  respectable  for  their 

r,  and  to  be  a  traitor,  are  oooudered  as  understanding  and  fortunes,  they  confided  to 

tenas.  Even  virtue  is  dangerous,  them  the  chvge  of  the  public  welfare.    This 

as  SB  aspiring  qoality,  that  claims  an  esteem  originally  formed  vHiat  is  called  an  arutacraqf, 

ky  ilasll^  and  independent  of  the  countenance  They  hoped,  it  wouU  be  impossible  that  sudi 

of  the  eooft.  What  has  been  said  of  the  chief,  a  number  oouU  ever  join  in  any  design  against 

is  ttne  of  tbe  infiwiour  officers  of  this  species  the  general  good ;  and  they  promised  themselves 

dT  foremaeat ;  each  in  his  province  exercis-  a  great  desl  of  security  and  happiness,  from 

iag  daa  same  tyrsnny,  and  grinding  the  people  the  united  counsels  of  so  many  aUe  and  ez- 

ky  an  oppremion,  the  more  severely  felt,  as  it  perienoed  persons.    But  it  is  now  fixmd,  by 

them,  and  exercised  by  base  and  subor-  abundant  experience,  that  an  mutaeraeyt  and  a 

~  deyoft'sm,  differ  but  in  name ;  and  that  a  people, 

who  are  in  general  excluded  from  any  share  of 
the  legislative  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 


For  the  groes  of  the  people 
ibey  sfo  eoasidered  as  a  mere  herd  of  cattle 
and  rsaly  in  a  little  time  become  no  better 


all  prinemU  of  honest  pride,  all  sense  of  the  as  much  slaves,  when  twenty,  independent  of 

difsity  of  their  nature,  is  lost  in  their  shiveiy.  them,  govern,  as  when  but  one  domineen. 

Thm  day,  aays  Homer,  which  makes  man  a  The  tyranny  is  even  more  felt,  as  every  indi- 

■Isve,  tains  away  half  Ids  vrortb ;  and  in  fact,  vidual  of  the  nobles  has  the  haughtinem  of  a 

be  loMB  ovefy  impulse  to  action,  but  that  Vm  sultan;  the  people  are  more  miserable,  as  they 

m  one  of  fear^— In  this  kiiMl  of  fjontnt*  seem  on  the  verge  of  liberty,  from  which  they 

brnaan  nature  is  not  only  abused,  and  are  for  ever  debvred ;  this  fitllacious  idea  of 

bat  it  is  actnaSy  degraded  and  sunk  liberty,  whilst  it  presents  a  vain  shadow  of  hap> 

■  of  brutality.  Tbe  consideration  pinem  to  the  subject,  binds  faster  the  chains  of 

Mr.  Locke  say,  with  great  justice,  his  subjection.    What  is  left  undone,  by  tbi 

ibtt  a  fRMremnsBt  of  this  khid  was  worse  than  natural  avarice  fnd  pride  of  those  who  ^rt 
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nised  above  the  odien,  is  completed  by  their  met  with  no  where  else.  B^b,  lew,  d«i 
■nspicioQS,  and  their  dread  of  losing  an  autho-  women,  clergy,  and  laity,  are  aU  alike.  The 
ri^,  which  baa  no  support  in  the  common  utility  ruling  nobili^  are  no  less  afraid  of  one  anothery 
of  the  nation.  A  Genoese,  or  a  Venetian  re-  than  they  are  of  (he  people ;  and  for  that  reaaoni 
public,  is  a  concealed  defpoCwm;  where  you  find  polititally  enervate  their  own  body  by  the  aana 
the  same  pride  of  the  rulers,  the  same  base  effeminate  luxury,  by  which  they  corrupt  their 
nubyection  of 'the  people,  the  same  bloody  max-  subjects.  They  are  impoveridbed  by  ersfj 
ims  of  a  suspicions  policy.  In  one  re^>ect,  the  means  which  can  be  invented ;  and  d>ey  are 
matoeraq/  is  worse  than  the  deapotum.  A  body  kept  in  a  perpetual  terrour  by  the  horrours  of  a 
politic,  whilst  it  retains  its  authority,  never  state-inquisition.  Here  you  see  a  people  de- 
changes  its  maxims;  a  deapotim,  whidi  is  this  prived  of  all  rational  fireedom,  and  tyrannized 
day  horrible  to  a  supreme  degree,  by  the  caprice  over  by  about  two  thousand  men ;  anid  yet  this 
neural  to  the  heart  of  man,  may,  by  the  same  body  of  two  thousand,  are  so  far  from  enjoying 
caprice  otherwise  exerted,  be  as  lovely  the  next;  any  liberty  by  the  subjection  of  the  rest,  thai 
in  a  succession,  it  is  possible  to  meet  with  some  they  are  in  an  infinitely  severer  state  of  slavery ; 
good  princes.  If  there  have  been  Tiberius^,  they  make  themselves  the  most  degenerate 
Caligulas,  Neros,  there  have  been  likewise  the  and  unhappy  ct  mankind,  for  no  other  purpose 
serener  days  of  Vespasians,  Tituses,  Trajans,  than  that  they  may  the  more  effectual^  contri^ 
and  Ant(Hiines ;  but  a  body  politic  is  not  influ-  bute  to  the  misery  of  a  whole  nation.  In  short, 
enced  by  caprice  or  whim ;  it  proceeds  in  a  the  regular  and  methodical  proceedings  of  an 
regular  manner ;  its  succession  is  insensible ;  oriitoercH^,  are  more  intolerable  than  the  very 
and  every  man  as  he  enters  it,  either  baa,  excesses  of  a  despoCum,  and  in  general,  much 
or  soon  attains  the  spirit  of  the  whole  body,  fiirther  fixxn  any  remedy. 
Never  was  it  known,  that  an  artstocracsr,  whidi  Thus,  my  Lord,  we  have  pursued  arutoemi^ 
was  hau^ty  and  ^rannical  in  one  century,  throu^  its  whole  progress ;  wo  have  seen  the 
became  easy  and  mild  in  die  next.  In  effect,  seeds,  the  growth,  and  the  fruit.  It  could  boaal 
the  yoke  of  this  species  of  government  is  so  none  of  the  advantages  of  a  dupodmii  misera 

Silling,  that  whenever  the  people  have  got  the  ble  as  those  advantages  were,  uid  it  was  over 

ast  power,  they  have  shaken  it  off  with  the  loaded  with  an  exuberance  of  mischiefs,  un- 

ntmost  indignation,  and  established  a  popular  known  even  to  deapotUm  itself.    In  effect,  it 

form.    And  when'they  have  not  had  strength  is  no  more  than  a  disorderly  tyranny.    This 

enough  to  support  themselves,  they  have  thrown  form  therefore  could  be  little  approved,  even  in 

themselves  into  the  arms  of  deajpotiantf  as  the  specula!  icm,  by  those  who  were  capable  of 

more  eligible  of  the  two  evils.    This  latter  was  thidcing,  anid  couM  be  less  borne  in  practice  fay 

the  case  of  Denmark,  who  sought  a  refuge  from  any  who  were  capable  of  feeling.    However, 

the  oppression  of  its  nobility,  in  the  strong  hoM  die  fruitful  policy  of  man  was  not  yet  exhausted, 

of  arbitrary  power.    Poland  has  at  present  the  He  had  yet  another  fiurthing-candle  to  supply 

name  of  republic,  and  it  is  one  of  the  orMtocro-  the  deficiencies  of  the  sun.   This  was  the  third 

tie  form ;  but  it  is  well  known,  that  the  litde-  fonn,  known  by  political  writers  troder  the  name 

finger  of  this  government,  is  heavier  than  the  of  democracy.    Here  the  people  transacted  all 

loins  ofarbitraiypowerin  most  nations.    The  public  business,  or  the  greater  part  of  it,  in 

people  are  not  only  pditicaByi  but  personally  their  own  persons :  their  laws  were  made  by 

slaves,  and  treated  with  the  utmost  indignity,  themselves,  and  upon  any  &ilure  of  duty,  their 

The  republic  of  Venice  is  somewhat  more  officers  vrere  accountable  to  themselves,  and  to 

moderate ;  yet  even  here,  so  heavy  is  the  ari^  them  only.    In  all  appearance,  they  had  se* 

toert£e  yoke,  that  the  nobles  have  been  obliged  cured  by  this  method  the  advantages  of  order 

to  enervate  the  spirit  of  their  subjects  by  every  and  good  government,  without  paying  their 

sort  of  debauchery ;  they  have  denied  them  the  liberty  for  the  purchase.    Now,  my  Lwd,  wa 

fiber^  of  reason,  and  they  have  made  them  are  come  to  the  master-piece  of  Grecian  refine* 

amends,  by  what  a  base  soul  will  think  a  more  ment,  and  Roman  aolidi^,  a  popular  govern* 

valuable  liberty,  by  not  only  allowing,  but  u^  ment.    The  earliest  and  most  celebrated  re* 

oouraging  them  to  corrupt  themselves  in  the  public  of  this  model,  was  that  of  Athens.    It 

most  scandalous  manner.  They  consider  their  was  constructed  by  no  less  an  artist,  than  ffaa 

subjects,  as  the  farmer  does  the  hog  he  keeps  to  celebrated  poet  and  philosopher,  Sokm.    But 

ibaat  upon.    He  hoMs  him  &st  in  his  stye,  but  no  sooner  was  this  political  vessel  ki"nrhod 

allows  him  to  vrallow  as  much  as  he  pleases  in  from  the  stocks,  than  it  overset,  eve«  in  tlie 

his  bekxved  fihh  and  ghittony.   So  scandalously  Iif»-time  of  (he  builder.    A  tyrajiny  immedi- 

debauchedapeopleasthatof  Venice,  is  to  b«  atefy  lupenrened ;  not  by  a  foreign  coaqnttt. 
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■ot  bj  >ccidefll|  but  by  tfie  very  mtnre  and  mtflo  mrmonB  exetplu»i  turba  mvieniium  ut- 

eoMiitiitiai  of  a  demmeg.    An  actiul  mtn  mitha  ed,"    Yet  in  that  wont  aeason  of  thai 

Meama  populvt  the  paopla  bad  power  in  their  wont  oT  monarchical*   tyrymiea,  modes^, 

kndM,  wad  they  denolved  a  coneiderable  share  discretion,  and  a  coobeas  of  temper,  formed 

of  their  power  apon  their  &.Toarite;  and  the  tome  kind  oT  security  eren  for  the  highest 

mij  ase  he  made  of  this  power,  was  to  plunge  meriL    But  at  Athens,  the  nicest  and  best 

Ibnae  who  gave  it   into  slavery.     Accident  studied  behaviour  was  not  a  aufficient  guard 

restored  their  liberty,  and  the  same  good  ibr-  for  a  man  of  great  capacity.    Some  of  their 

tone  produced  men  of  unoommon  abilities  and  bravest  commanders  were  obliged  to  fly  theii 

icnmmon  virtues  among  them.     But  these  country,  some  to  enter  into  the  servicai  of  its 

abilities  were  suffered  to  be  of  little  service  enemies,  rather  than  abide  a  popular  detsiw 

wlher  to  ^ir  possessors  or  to  ths  state.  Some  mination  on  their  conduct,  lest,  as  one  of  them 

of  these  men,  Ibr  whose  sakes  alone  we  read  jaid,  their  giddiness  mi^t  make  the  people 

Iheir  history,  they  banished ;  ethers  they  im-  condemn  where  they  meant  to  acquit ;  to  throw 

piisoaed ;  and  all  they  treated  with  various  in  a  black  bean  even  when  they  intended  a 

circanstaDces  of  the  most  shameful  ingrati-  white  one.  « 

lade.  Republics  have  many  things  in  the  spirit        The  Athenians  made  a  very  rapid  progresb 

«fabsokile  monarchy, but  none  morethan  this;  to  the  most  enormous  excMses.    The  people 

aduaing  merit  is  ever  hated  or  suspected  in  a  under  no  restraint  soon  grew  dissolute,  luxuri* 

pspdar  assembly,  as  well  as  in  a  court;  and  ous,  and  idle.    They  renounced  all  labour,  and 

al  services  done  the  state,  are  looked  upon  aa'  began  to  subsist  themselves  from  the  public 

ihngfwms  to  tfie  rulers,  whether  niltans  or  revenues.     They  kwt  all  omcem  for  their 

snalors.    The  OsCrooim  at  Athens  was  built  common  honour  or  safety,  and  couki  bear 

upon  this  principle.    The  giddy  people,  whom  advice  that  tended  to  rdorm  them.    At  this 

w  have  now  under  consideration,  being  elated  time  truth  became  offensive  to  those  kirds  the 

with  some  flashes  of  success,  which  they  owed  peo|4e,  and  most  highly  dangerous   to  the 

to  nodiing  leas  than  any  merit  of  their  own,  speaker.    The  orators  no  longer  ascended  the 

Began  to  tyrannize  over  their  equals,  who  had  rottntnif  but  to  corrupt  them  further  with  the 

laeociated  with  them  for  their  common  defence,  most  fulsome  adulatimi.    These  orators  wero 

With  their  pctidence  they  renounced  all  a{H  all  bribed  by  foreign  princes  on  the  one  side  or 

pearance  of  justice.    They  entered  into  wars  the  other.    And  besides  its  own  parties,  in  this 

iMhIy  and  wantonly.    If  they  were  unsuccesa-  city  there  vrere  parties,  and  avowed  ones  too, 

id,  instead  of  growing  wiser  by  their  misfer-  for  the  Per8ians,^Spartans,  and  Macedonians, 

tnae,  they  dvew  the  whole  blame  of  their  own  supported  each  of  them  by  one  or  more  dema- 

■isoondiact  on  the  ministers  vrho  had  advised,  gogues  pensioned  and  bribed  to  this  iniquitous 

and  the  generals  who  had  conducted  those  service.    The  people,  forgetful  of  all  virtue 

wan ;  ontil  by  degrees  they  had  cut  off  all  and  public  spirit,  and  intoxicated  with  the  flat- 

wfao  oonid  serve  them  in  their  councils  or  their  teriesof  their  orators  (these  courtiers  (^  repub- 

haltiea.    If  at  anf  tune  these  wan  had  an  lies,  and  endowed  with  the  distinguishing  cba- 

happy  issue,  it  was  no  less  difficult  to  deal  with  racteriatics  of  ailother  oourtien^  this  pec^,  I 

OB  aoooont  of  their  pride  and  insolence,  say,  at  last  arrived  at  that  pitch  of  madnen, 

in  their  adveraity,  tyrannical  in  their  that  they  cooUy  and  delibeiately,  by  an  expreas 

I,  a  commander  had  more  trouble  to  law,  made  it  capital  for  aiqr  man  to  propose  an 

hk  defeooe  before  the  people,  than  to  application  of  the  immense  sums  squandered 

plan  the  operations  of  the  campaign.    It  was  in  public  shows,  even  to  the  most  necessary 

not  HBmmmfMi  Ibr  a  general,  under  the  horrid  purposes  of  the  state.     When  you  see  the 

diyirfi'isi  of  the  Roman  etapwon,  to  be  ill  people  of  this  repuhlio  banishing  and  auirdei^ 

noeived  in  praportkm  to  the  greatness  of  his  ing  their  best  and  ablest  citizens,  dissipating 

aerrioes.     Agrioola  is  a  strong  instance  of  the  publu:  treasure  with  the  most  semwless 

lUs.    No  man  had  done  greater  things,  nor  extravagance,  and  spending  their  whole  time, 

with  more  honest  ambition.    Yet  on  his  return  as  spectatora  or  acton,  in  playing,  fiddling;, 

to  court,  ho  was  obliged  to  enter  Rome  with  dancing  and  singing,  does  it  not,  my  Lord, 

afl  the  secrecy  of  a  criminal.    He  went  to  the  strike  your  imagination  with  the  image  of  a 

pakee,  not  like  a  victorious  commander  who  sort  of  complex  Nero  7    And  does  it  not  strike 

had  merited  and  might  demand  the  greatest  you  with  the  greater  horroui^  when  you  observe, 
nw»rds^  but  lil»  »  otifondfr  who  had  wme  to        ,  ^^^^  ^^^^  „j,^,^^  „j,^rt,  posse 

wpplicate  a  pardon  lor  nls  crmies.    uis  re-  ^(1^^  g,,^  ^^jig  principfbus  magnoe  viros,  8ic 

cepiiMB  was  nswerable :  **Brwi  oseais,  §t  Sea  43 to  the  end  of  it 
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BoC  oiM  mat.  only,  but  a  wiwle  citj,  groim  A  rapubUc,  as  an  ancient  philoMpher  has  o» 

drank  with  pride  and  power,  running  ^i^  a  eerred,  is  no  one  species  of  foverament,  but  a 

race  of  &U J  into  the  same  mean  and  senedess  magazine  of  ereiy  species;  here  you  find  erety 

debanchery  and  estraTagance  ?     But  if  this  sort  of  it,  and  that  in  the  worst  fiirm.    Am 

people  resembled  Nero  in  their  estravagance,  there  is  a  perpetual  change,  one  rising  and  the 

mndi  more  did  they  resemble  and  eren  exceed  other  &Uing,  you  have  all  the  Tiolence  and 

him  in  crtieHy-  and  injustioe.    In  the  time  of  wicked  policy,  by  which  a  beginning  power 

Perides,  one  of  the  most  celebrated  times  in  must  always  acquire  its  strength,  and  all  the 

the  history  of  that  commonwealth,  a  King  of  weakness  ^  which  falling  states  are  brought  to 

Egypt  sent  them  a  donation  of  com.    This  a  complete  destruction.     Rome  has  a  mere 

they  were  mean  enough  to  accept.    And  had  Tenerable  aspect  than  Athens ;  and  she  con- 

the  Egyptian  prince  intended  the  ruin  of  this  ducted  her  affairs,  so  far  as  related  to  the  rain 

city  of  wicked  bedlamites,  he  could  not  hafe  and  oppression  of  the  greatest  part  of  the 

taken  a  more  effectual  method  to  do  it,  than  by  world,  widi  greater  wisdom  and  more  unifixm, 

such  an  ensnaring  largess.    The  distribution  ity.    But  the  domestic  oBconomy  of  these  two 

of  this  bounty  caused  a  quarrel ;  the  majori^  states  was  nearly  or  altogether  the  same.    An 

seton  foot  an  enquiry  Into  the  tUIe  of  the  citi-  internal  dissension  constantly  tore  to  pieoso 

zens;  and  lyon  a  vain  pretence  of  illegitimaqr,  the  bowels  of  the  Roman  commonwealth.  You 

newly  and  occasional^  set  up,  they  deprived  find  the  same  coolusion,  the  same  fcctions^ 

of  their  share  of  the  royal  donation  no  leas  which  subsisted  at  Athens,  the  same  tumults, 

than  five  thousand  of  their  own  body.    They  the  same  revohitions,  and  in  fine,  the  same 

went  further ;  they  disfirandused  them ;  and  slavery ;  if  peihaps  their  fermer  condition  did 

having  once  begun  with  an  act  of  injustice,  not  deseire  that  name  altogether  as  weQ.    AC 

they  coubi  set  no  bounds  to  it.    Not  content  other  'repuUics  vrere  of  the  same  character, 

with  cutting  them  off  from  the   rights  of  Florence  was  a  transcript  of  Athens.  And  the 

citizens,    thi^  plundwed  these  unfortunate  modern  republics,  as  they  approach  more  or  less 

wretches  of  all  their  substance ;  and  to  crown  to  the  democratic  form,  partake  more  or  less  of 

this  master-piece  of  violence  and  tyranny,  they  the  nature  of  those  which  I  have  described, 
actually  sold  every  man  of  the  five  thousand  as        We  are  now  at  tlie  close  of  our  review  of 

shives  in  the  pcd>lie  market.     Observe,  my  the  three  simple  forms  of  artificial  society,  and 

Lord,  that  the  five  thousand  we  here  speak  of,  we  have  shewn  them,  however  they  may  difiei 

were  citt  off  fiom  abody  of  no  more  thannine-  in  name,  or  in  some  slight  circumstances,  to 

teen  thousand ;  for  die  entire,  number  of  citizens  be  all  alike  in  effect;  in  effect,  to  be  all  tyran- 

was  no  greater  at  thai  time.    Codd  the  tyrant  nies.    But  suppose  we  vren  inclined  to  make 

who  wished  the  Roman  people  but  one  neck ;  the  most  ample  concessions ;  let  us  concede 

could  the  tyrant  JaliguUt  himsdf  have  done,  Athens,  Rome,  Cardiage,  and  two  or  throe 

nay,  he  could  scarcely  wirii  for,  a  greater  mis-  more  of  the  ancient,  and  as  many  of  the 

diief,  than  to  have  cut  off,  at  oae  stroke,  a  modemcoaunanwealths,tohavebeen,ortobe, 

foorth  of  his  people?    Or  has  the  cnieltjr  of  firee  and  happy,  and  to  owe  their  fieedom  and 

iiat  series  of  sanguine  tyrants,  the  Oesars,  happiness  to  their  political  constitution.    Tet 

ever  presented  such  a  piece  of  flagrant  and  allowing  aU  this,  what  defence  does  this  make 

extensive  wickedness  ?    The  whole  history  of  for  artificial  society  in  general,  that  these  in- 

this  celebrated  republic  is  but  one  tissue  of  considerable  spots  of  the  gk)be  have  for  some 

rashness,  foQy,  ingratitude,  injustice,  tumult,  short  ^>ace  of  time  stood  as  exceptions  to  a 

violence,  and  tyranny,  and  indeed  of  every  charge  so  general  7    But  when  we  call  these 

species  of  widEodness  that  can  well  be  ima*  governments  free,  or  concede  that  their  citi- 

gined.     This  was  a  city  of  wise  men,  in  zens  were  happier  than  those  which  lived  un- 

whidi  a  minister  couU  not  exercise  his  fbno-  der  difierent  forms,  it  is  merely  ev  abundtmH, 

tions ;  a  warlike  people,  among  whom  a  go-  For  we  shoukl  be  greatly  mistaken,  if  we  really 

neral  did  not  dare  either  to  gain  or  lose  a  Imt-  thought  that  the  majority  of  the  people  which 

tie ;  a  learned  nation  in  wfaidi  a  philosopher  filled  these  cities,  enjoyed  even  that  nominal 

could  not  venture  on  a  fi«e  enquiry.    This  was  political  freedom  of  which  I  have  spoken  so 

the  city  which  banished  Themistodes,  starved  much  already.    In  reality,  they  had  no  part  of 

Aristides,  forced  into  exile  Mikiades,  drove  it.    Li  Athens  there  were  usually  from  ten  to 

out  Anaxagorms^and  poisoned  Socrates.  This  thirty  thousand  freemen :  this  was  the  utmost, 

was  a  city  whidi  changed  the  fonn  of  its  go-  But  the  slaves  usually  amounted  to  four  hun- 

rerament  with  the  moon;  eternal  conspiracies,  dred  thousand,  and  sometimes  to  a  great  many 

revolutions  daily,  nothing  fixed  and  estafaUsbed  more.     The  freemen  of  Sparta  and  Romt 
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i«>t  aww  imiwimi  ia  proportiBii  to  thoie  upoo  whidi  all  artificial  legidalive  power  ia 

triwaitliey  hdd  iaa  ilaTeryy  even mon terrible  fouoded.    It  waa  observed,  that  men  had  u^ 

daa  the  Athenian.    Therefoe  ttate  the  mat-  governable  pawiona,  which  made  it  neceasary 

lerfrifly:  tfia  free  atatea  never  fimned,  thoa^  to  guard  agiunat  the  violence  they  mi||ht  offer 

Ibey  were  taken  altogether,  the  tfaowandth  part  to  each  odier.    They  appointed  govemoun 

fi  fhtb  habitable  globe;  tfaie  freemen  in  theae  over  them  fir  thia  reason!  bat  a  worse  and 

•tatea  were  never  the  twentieth  part  of  the  more  perp«zing  difficulty  arises,  how  to  be 

people,  and  the  time  they  subsisted  is  scarce  deftnded  against  the  govemoura?    Quiteiia- 

tnythbig  in  that  immense  ocean  of  duration  todkt  {ptos  euahdeif     In  vain  they  chgnge 

in  which  time  and  slavery  are  so  nearfy  com-  from  a  single  person  to  a  iew.    These  few 

■Moaarate.    Therelbre  call  these  fi«e  states,  have  the  passions  of  theone,  and  diey  unite  to 

or  popdar  governments,  or  what  you  please ;  strengthen  themselves,  and  secure  the  gimti^ 

wImi  we  consider  the  nu^jority  of  their  iriia-  cation  of  their  htwlesa  passions  at  the  expense 

Miaala,  and  regard  the  natural  ri^ts  of  man-  of  the  general  good.    In  vain  do  we  fly  to  the 

Und,  they  most  appear  in  reality  and  truth,  many.    Thecase  is  worse;  their  passions  are 

■»  baiter  than  pitUiil  and  oppressive  oligar-  less  under  the  government  of  reason,  they  are 

fhiis  augmented  by  the  contagion,  and   defoided 

After  80  fiiir  an  examen,  wherein  nothing  against  all  attacks  by  their  multitude, 

has  bean  exaggerated ;  no  frict  produced  which  I  have  purposely  avoided  the  mention  of  the 

be  proved,  and  none  which  has  been  mixed  form  of  government,  for  reaaons  that 

in  anywise  forced  or  strained,  while  will  be  very  obvious  to  your  Lordship.    But 

have,  for   brevi^,  been  omitted ;  my  caution  can  avail  me  but  little.    You  will 

ao  candid  a  discussion  in  all  respects ;  not  fail  to  urge  it  against  me  in  fitvoor  of  po- 

wbtf  slave  so  passive,  what  bigot  so  Mind,  litical  society.    You  will  not  (ail  to  shew  bow 

wbtfenlhtisiast  so  headlong,  what  politician  so  the  errours  of  the  several  simple  modM  are 

hardened,  as  tostandup  in  defence  of  asystem  corrected  by  a  mixture  of  all  of  them,  and  a 

etlciilated  for  a  curse  to  mankind?  a  curse  proper  balance  of  the  several  powers  in  such  a 

■ider  vrfaich  they  smart  and  groan  to  this  hour,  state.    I  confess,  my  Lord,  that  this  has  been 

without  thoroughly  knowing  the  nature  of  the  kmg  a  darling  mistake  of  my  own ;  and  that  of 

^seaae,  and  wanting  understanding  or  courage  all  the  sacrifices  I  have  made  to  truth,  this  has 

t»  Mpply  the  remedy.  been  by  far  the  greatest.    When  I  confess  that 

I  need  not  excuse  myself  to  your  Lordship,  I  think  this  notion  a  mistake,  I  know  to  whom 

■or,  I  think,  to  any  honest  man,  fo^the  zeal  I  I  am  speaking,  for  I  am  satisfied  that  reasons 

have  shewn  in  this  cause ;  for  it  is  an  honest  are  like  liquors,  and  there  are  some  of  such  a 

•aal,  and  in  a  good  cause.    I  have  defimded  nature  as  none  but  strong  heads  can  bear, 

■ativml  religion  against  a  confederacy  of  adie-  There  are  few  with  whom  I  can  communicate 

iMa  and  divines.    I  now  plead  for  natiu^  soci-  ao  freely  as  with  Pope.  But  Pope  cannot  bear 

9ty  against  politicians,  aiid  for  natural  reason  every  truth.    He  hais  a  timidity  which  hinders 

■gaastaH  three.    When  the  worid  is  in  a  fitter  the  fliU  exerti<m  of  his  faculties,  almost  as 

than  it  is  at  present  to  hear  truth,  or  effectually  as  bigotry  cramps  those  of  the  go- 

I  riiall  be  more  indifferent  about  its  neral  herd  of  madiind.    But  whoever  is  a 

' ;  my  thoughts  may  become  more  public,  genuine  follower  of  truth,  keeps  his  eye  steady 

In  die  mean  time,  let  them  repose  in  my  own  i^xm  his  guide,  indifferent  whither  he  is  led, 

boooa,  and  in  the  bosoms  of  such  men  as  are  provided  that  she  is  the  leader.     And,  my 

fit  to  be  initiated  in  the  sober  mysteries  of  truth  Lord,  if  it  be  properly  considered,  it  were  in- 

and  reason.     My  antagonists  have  already  finitelybetter  to  remain  possessed  by  the  whole 

done  as  much  as  I  could  desire.    Parties  in  legion  of  vulgar  mistakes,  than  to  reject  some, 


I  and  politics  make  sufiicient  discoveries  and  attbe  same  time  to  retain  a  foodneas  fur 

eoooeming  each  other,  to  give  a  sober  man  others  altogether  as  absurd  and  irrational.  The 

a  proper  caution  against  them  alL    The  mo-  first  has  at  least  a  consistency,  that  makes  a 

■archie,  and  aristocratical,  and  popdar  parti-  man,  however  erroneously,  uniform  at  least ; 

sans  have  been  jointly  laying  their  axes  to  the  but  tlie  latter  way  of  proceeding  is  such  an  in- 

root  of  all  government,  and  have  in  their  turns  consistent  chimera  and  jungle  of  philosophy, 

proved  each  odier  absurd  and  inconvenient,  and  vulgar  prejudice,  that  hardly  aay  thing 

bi  vain  you  tell  me  that  artificial  government  is  more  ridiculous  can  be  conceived.     Let  us 

good,  but  that  I  &11  out  only  with  the  abuse,  therefore  fireely,  and  without  fear  or  prejudice, 

The  &ing!  the  thing  itsetf  is  the  abuse !  Ob-  examine  this  last  contrivance  of  policy.    And 

is,  my  Lord,  I  pray  you,  that  grand  errour  without  considering  how  near  the  quick  our 
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ioftmiiief  ^  maj  Gome,  let  Ufl  ■earefa  it  to  the  janring  interests  may  dunce  to  prevail;  and  m 

bottom.  thejr  prevail,  the  baJance  is  overset,  now  upon 

First  then,  all  men  are  agreed  that  &is  juno-  one  side,  now  qxm  the  other.    The  govem- 

Hoo  of  regal,  aristocratic,  and  popular  power,  ment  is  one  daj,  aibitrary  power  in  a  single 

most  form  a  verj  complex,  nice,  and  intricate  person ;  another,  a  jugglmg  ooniederacy  of  a 

machine,  which  being  composed  of  such  a  few  to  dieat  the  prince  and  enslave  the  people^ 

variety  of  parts,  with  such  opposite  tendencies  and  the  third,  a  frantic  and  unmanageable  de- 

and  movements,  it  murt  be  Iiid)le  on  every  ac-  raocrac^.    The  great  instrument  of  all  these 

cident  to  bo  disordered.     To  speak  without  changes,  and  what  infiises  a  peculiar  venom 

metaphor,  sudi  a  govwnmentmost  be  Ibble  to  into  all  of  them,  is  party.    It  is  of  noconse> 

froqurat  cabals,  tumults,  and  revolutions,  from  quence  what  the  principles  of  any  par^,  or 

its  veiy  constittition.    These  are  undoubtedly  what  their  pretensions  are ;  the  spirit  which 

as  ill  effects  as  can  happen  in  a  society ;  for  in  actuates  all  parties  is  the  same ;  the  q>irit  of 

such  a  case,  the  closeness  acquired  by  com-  ambition,  of  self-interest,  of  oppression,  and 

nranity,  instead  of  serving  for  mutual  defence,  treadiery.   This  spirit  entirely  leversrs  all  the 

serves  only  to  increase  the  danger.    Such  a  principle  which  a  Ixaievolent  nature  has  erect- 

system  u  like  a  ci^,  where  trades  that  require  ed  within  us ;  all  honesty,  all  equal  justice,  and 

constant  fires  are  much  exercised,  where  the  even  the  ties  of  natural  socie^,  the  natural 

houses  are  built  of  combustible  materials,  and  afiecti(»is.    In  a  word,  my  Lord,  we  have  all 

n^ere  they  stand  extremely  close.  seen,  and  if  any  outward  considerations  were 

In  the  second  place,  the  several  constituent  worthy  the  lasting  concern  of  a  wise  man,  we 
narts  having  their  distinct  rights,  and  these  have  some  ofusyatt,  such  oppression  from  party 
many  of  them  so  necessary  to  be  determined  government  as  no  other  tyranny  can  parallel, 
with  exactness,  are  yet  so  indeterminate  in  We  behold  daily  the  most  important  rights, 
their  nature,  that  it  becomes  a  new  and  con-  rights  upon  which  all  the  others  depend,  we 
stant  source  of  debate  and  confusion.  Hence  bdiold  these  rights  determined  in  the  last  ra- 
it is,  that  whilst  the  business  of  government  sort,  without  the  least  attention  even  to  the 
riiould  be  carrying  on,  the  question  is.  Who  appearance  or  cdour  of  justice ;  we  behold 
has  a  right  to  exerclBe  this  or  that  function  of  this  without  emotion,  because  wo  have  grown 
it,  or  what  men  have  power  to  keep  their  up  in  the  constant  view  of  such  practices ;  and 
offices  in  any  function  ?  Whilst  this  contest  we  are  not  surprised  to  hear  a  man  requested 
continues,  and  wfaibt  the  balance  in  any  sort  to  be  a  knave  and  a  traitor,  with  as  much  in- 
oootinues,  it  has  never  any  remission;  all  difference  as  if  the  most  ordinary  favour  were 
manner  df  abuses  and  villanies  in  officers  re-  asked ;  and  we  hear  this  request  refused,  not 
main  unpunished ;  the  greatest  frauds  and  rob-  because  it  is  a  most  unjust  and  unreasonable 
beries  in  the  public  revenues  are  committed  in  desire,  but  that  this  worthy  has  already  en 
defiance  of  justice ;  and  abuses  grow,  by  time  gaged  his  injustice  to  another.  These  and 
and  impunity,  into  customs ;  until  diey  pre-  many  more  points  I  am  far  firom  spreading  to 
scribe  against  the  laws,  and  grow  too  inveterate  their  full  extent.  You  are  sensible  that  I  do 
often  to  admit  a  cure,  unless  such  as  may  be  not  put  forth  half  my  strength ;  and  you  cannot 
as  bad  as  the  disease.  be  at  a  loss  for  the  reason.    A  man  is  allowed 

Thirdly,  the  several  parts  of  this  speciwr  of  sufficient  freedom  of  thought,  provided  he  knows 

government,  thou^  united,  preserve  the  spirit  how  to  choose  his  subject  properly.    You  may 

which  each  form  has  separately.  Kings  are  am-  criticise  freely  upon  the  Chinese  constitution, 

bitious;  the  nobility  haughty;  and  the  populace  and  observe  with  as  much  severity  as  you 

tumultuous  and  ungovernable.    Each  party,  please  upon  the  absurd  tricks,  or  destructive 

however,  in  appearance  peaceable,  carries  on  bigotry  of  the  bonzera.     But  the  scene  is 

a  design  upon  the  others ;  and  it  is  owing  to  changed  as  you  come  homeward,  and  atheism 

this,  that  in  all  questioiu,  whether  concerning  or  treason  may  be  the  names  given  in  Britain, 

fereign  or  domestic  affairs,  the  whole  generally  to  what  would  be  reason  and  truth  if  asserted 

turns  more  upon  some  party-matter  than  upon  of  China.     I  submit  to  the  condition,  and 

Ae  nature  of  the  thing  itself;  vrfaether  such  a  though  I  have  a  notorious  advantage  before 

step  will  diminish  or  augment  the  power  of  the  me,  I  wave  the  pursuit.   For  else,  my  Lord,  it 

erown,  or  how  fiu*  the  privileges  of  the  subject  w  very  obvious  what  a  picture  might  be  drawm 

are  like  to  be  extended  or  restricted  by  it.  of  the  excesses  ofpar^  even  in  our  own  nat'on. 

And  these  questions  are  oomtantly  res<rfved,  I  could  ^ew,  that  the  same  faction  has  in  sne 

without  any  consideration  of  the  merits  of  the  rei^  promoted  pq>ular  seditions,  and  in  the 

eaose,  merely  as  the  parties  yiho  uphoM  these  next  been  a  patron  c  f  tyranny ;  I  couki  shew. 
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tbit  thejr  hEv«  all  of  them  betrayed  die  puibUc  But  unhappily  ibr  us,  in  liroportion  as  ne  hara 

cafe^  at  all  times,  and  have  very  finequeatly  deviated  from  the  f^ain  rule  of  our  nature,  and 

with  eijual  perfidy  made  a  market  of  their  own  turned  our  reasoc  against  itself,  in  that  proper^ 

cauM,  and  their  own  associates.  I  could  shew  tion  have  we  increased  the  follies  and  miseries 

how  vehemently  they  have  contended  lor  names,  of  mankind.    The  more  deeply  we  penetrate 

and  ham  silentiy  they  have  passed  over  things  into  the  labyrinth  of  art,  the  further  we  find 

of  the  last  is^Mctanee.    And  I  could  demon-  ouradves  fivm  those  ends  for  which  wo  entered 

sfrate,  that  tf>ey  have  had  the  opportuni^  of  it.  This  has  happened  in  almost  every  species 

doing  all  this  mischief,  nay,  that  they  them-  of  artificial  society,  and  in  all  times.     We 

sslves  had  their  origin  and  growdi  from  that  immd,  or  we  thought  we  ibund,  an  incocve- 

mBuplar  form  of  govemmentj  which  we  are  nieoce  in  having  every  man  the  judge  of  his 

wisely  taught  to  look  upon  as  so  great  a  bles-  own  cause.    T^refore  judges  were  set  up,  at 

•iag.    Revolve,  mj  Lord,  our  history  from  the  first  with  discretionary  powers.    But  it  was 

ennqnasL    We  scarce  ever  had  a  prince,  vrho  soon  found  a  miserable  slavery  to  have  our 

byftvod,  or  violence,  had  not  made  some  in-  lives  and  properties  precarious,  and  hanging 

on  the  constitution.    We  scarce  i^n  the  arbitrary  determination  of  any  one 

had  a  parliament  which  knew,  when  it  man,  or  set  of  men.    We  flew  to  laws  as  a 

to  set  limits  to  the  royal  authority,  remedy  for  this  evil.    By  these  we  persuaded 

bow  to  set  Iniits  to  its  own.    Evils  we  have  ourselves  we  might  know  with  some  certainty 

M  OGBtimiaDy  calling  for  reformation,  and  upon  what  ground  we  stood.    But  lo !  difier- 

nfinoatianB  more  grievous  than  any  evUs.  ences  arose  upon  the  sense  and  interpretation 

Oar  boasted  liber^  sometimes  trodden  down,  of  these  htws.    Thus  we  were  brought  back  to 

lOBMtimeo  giddily  set  up,  and  ever  precariously  our  old  inosrtitude.    New  laws  were  made  to 

iarfnating  and  unsettled ;  it  has  only  been  kept  expoaaod  the  old ;  and  new  difficulties  arose 

•five  by  ^  blasts  of  continual  feuds,  wars,  and  upon  the  now  laws ;  as  words  multiplied,  op- 

eoBspiraeies.   In  no  country  in  Europe  has  the  portunities  of  cavilling  upon  them  multiplied 

•csftld  so  often  bbndied  with  the  blood  of  its  also.    Then  recourse  was  had  to  notes,  oom- 

BoMity.    Confiscations,  banishments,  attain-  ments,  glosses,  reports,  responta  prudmhanf 

deiB,  eiecations,  make  a  hu>ge  part  of  the  learned  readings:  eagle  stood  against  eagle: 

bistary  of  such  of  our  families  as  are  not  utteriy  authority  was  set  up  against  authority.    Some 

ertiaguislied  by  them.  Formerly  indeed  things  were  allured  by  the  modem,  others  reverencctl 

had  a  more  ferocious  appearance  than  they  the  antient    The  new  were  more  enlightened, 

ksfo  at  this  day.    In  these  early  and  unrefined  the  old  were  more  venerable.    Some  adopted 

ifss,  the  jarring  parts  of  a  certain  chaotic  the  comment,  others  stuck  to  the  text.    The 

eoBStitution  supported  their  several  pretensions  coofusion  increased,  the  mist  thickened,  until  it 

by  the  sword.    Experience  and  policy  have  could  be  discovered  no  longer  what  was  aOowed 

Mce  tanght  other  methods.  orfbrbidden,whatthings  were  in  property,  and 

.      ^      ,      ,             ^  what  common.  In  this  uncertain^,  (uncertain 

▲(  nunc  res  agitiv  tenul  pulmone  rubec.  ^^^  ^  ^^  professors,  an  Egyptian  darkness 

But  how  fer  corruption,  venality,  the  contempt  to  the  rest  of  mankind,)  the  contending  parties 

<f  hoooar,  the  oblivion  of  all  duty  to  our  coun-  felt  themselves  more  effectually  ruined  by  the 

try,  and  the  most  abandoned  pid)lic  prostitution,  delay  than  they  could  have  been  by  the  injustice 

■e  preferyfale  to  the  more  glaring  and  violent  of  any  decision.   Our  inheritances  are  become 

^SaetB  of  fiictioo,  I  will  not  presume  to  deter-  a  prize  for  dis|>utation ;  and  disputes  and  liti- 

■ine.  Sore  I  am  that  they  are  very  great  evils,  gations  are  become  an  inheritance. 

I  have  done  with  the  forms  of  government.  The  professors  of  artificial  law  have  always 

I>raig  the  course  of  my  enquiry  you  may  have  walked  hand  in  hand  with  the  professors  of  arti- 

cbscimd  a  very  material  difference  between  ficial  theology.    As  their  end,  fh  confounding 

my  SMBner  of  reasoning  and  that  which  is  in  the  reason  of  man,  and  abridging  his  natural 

oae  amongst  the  abettors  of  artificial  society,  fivedom,  is  exactly  the  same,  they  have  adjusted 

They  form  their  plans  upon  what  seems  most  the  means  to  that  end  in  a  way  entirely  similar. 

•Ugihle  to  tfieir  imaginations,  for  the  ordering  The  divine  thunders  out  his  anaihemai  with 

«f  mankind.    I  discover  the  mistakes  in  those  more  noise  and  terrour  against  the  breach  of 

plans,  from  the  real  known  consequences  which  one  of  his  positive  institutions,  or  the  neglect 

have  residtad  fixxn  them.    They  have  idisted  of  some  of  his  trivial  forms,  than  against  the 

rsaaoB  to  fight  against  itself,  aiod  employ 'its  neglect  or  breach  of  those  duties  and  command- 

wlmle  force  to  prove  that  it  is  an  insufficient  ments  of  natural  religion,  which  by  these  forma 

to  them  in  the  conduct  of  their  lives,  and  *nstinitiocis  he  oretends  to  enforce.    The 
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lawjvr  hat  his  ibniMi  tnd  his  positive  insdtu-  deep  (or  me ;  I  tcknowledged  it ;  but  it  fnui 

tioos  toOi  and  he  adheres  to  them  with  a  vene-  too  deep  even  fiv  younelTes :  you  have  mads 

ratian  altogether  as  religious.  The  worst  cause  the  way  so  intricate,  that  you  are  yourselTes 

camiot  be.so  prejudici^  to  the  litigant,  as  his  lost  in  it;  you  err,  and  you  punish  me  lor  your 

adrocate^s  or  attorney's  igoorance  orneglect  of  einwn. 
these  iorms.  A  law-suit  is  like  an  illp«»naged        The  dehty  of  the  htw  is,  your  Lordship  wiL 

3ute,  in  which  the  first  object  is  sooq  oat  of  tell  me,  a  trite  topic,  and  which  of  its  abuses 

t,  and  the  parties  end  upon  a  matter  wboDy  have  not  been  too  severely  felt  not  to  be  coas- 

fbreign  to  that  on  which  thejr  began.  In  a  law*  plained  of?    A  man's  property^  to  serve  tor 

suit  the  question  is,  vHio  baaari^ttoaccrtain  the  purposes  of  his  support ;  and  thereigca  ta 

house  or  farm?  And  this  question  is  daily  de»  delay  a  detennination  concerning  that,  is  the 

termined,  not  upon  the  evidence  of  the  right,  worst  injustice,  because  it  cuts  off  the  very 

but  upon  the  observance  or  neglect  of  some  end  and  purpose  for  which  I  applied  to  the 

fimnB  of  words  in  use  with  the  gentlraien  of  judicature  for  relief,    duite  ooitfrary  in  the 

the  robe,  about  whidi  there  is  even  among  case  of  a  man's  life ;  there  the  determination 

themselves  such  a  disagreement,  that  the  most  can  hardly  be  too  roudi  protracted.    Mistalres 

eiperienced  veterans  m  the  prolesnon  can  in  this  case  are  as  oAen  fallen  into  as  many 

never  be  positively  assured  that  they  are  not  other,  and  if  the  judgment  is  sudden,  the  mis> 

mistaken.  takes  are  the  most  irretrievable  of  a&  otfaeis. 

Let  us  expostulate  with  these  learned  sages.  Of  this  the  gentlemen  of  the  robe  are  ttiaai- 

ihese  priests  of  the  sacred  temple  of  justice,  selves  sensible,  and  they  have  brought  it  into 

Are  we  judges  of  our  own  property?    By  no  a  maxim.    Ik  morU  homum  nulla  ett  eiinetatii 

means.    You  then,  who  are  initiated  into  the  longa.    But  what  could  have  induced  them  to 

mysteries  of  the  blindfekl  goddess,  inform  me  reverse  the  rules,  and  to  contradict  that  reason 

whether  I  have  a  right  to  eat  the  bread  I  have  which  dictated  them,  I  am  utterly  unable  tc 

earned  by  the  hazard  of  my  life,  or  the  sweat  guem.     A  point  concerning  property,  which 

of  my  brow  ?    The  grave  doctor  answers  me  ought,  for  the  reasons  I  just  mentioned,  to  be 

in  the  affirmative ;  the  reverend  seijeant  replies  most  speedily  decided,  frequently  exercises  the 

in  the  negative ;  the  leaned  barrister  reasons  wit  of  successions  of  lawyers,  for  many  gene- 

iipon  one  side  and  upon  the  other,  and  concludes  rations.    MvUa  vir&m  totoew  dunmdo  MBcmh 

nothing.    What  sbaU  I  do?    An  antagonist  vmeit.    But  the  question  concerning  a  man'a 

starts  up  and  presMs  me  hard.    I  enter  the  life,  that  great  question  in  which  no  delay  ouj^t 

field,  and  retain  these  three  persons  to  defend  to  be  counted  tedious,  is  commonly  determined 

my  cause.  My  cause,  which  two  farmers  fixmi  in  twenty-four  hours  at  the  utmost.    It  is  not 

the  plough  could  have  decided  in  half  an  hour,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  injustice  and  absurdity 

takes  the  court  twenty  years.    I  am  however  shouU  be  inseparable  companions, 
at  the  end  of  my  labour,  and  have  in  reward        Ask  of  politicians  the  end  for  yAuctk  law* 

for  all  my  toil  and  vexation,  a  judgment  in  my  were  originally  designed ;  and  they  will  answer, 

favour.    But  hold— a  sagacioi-.s  commander  in  that  the  laws  were  designed  as  a  protection  for 

the  adversary's  army,  has  found  a  flaw  in  the  the  poor  and  weak,  against  the  oppression  of 

proceeding.  My  triumph  is  turned  into  mourn-  the  rich  and  powerful.    But  surely  no  pretonce 

ing.    I  have  used  or,  instead  of  andt  or  some  can  be  so  ridiculous ;  a  man  might  as  well  tell 

mutake,  small  in  appearance,  but  dreadfid  in  me  he  has  taken  off  my  load,  because  he  has 

its  consequences,  and  have 'the  whole  of  my  changed  the  burden.    If  the  poor  man  is  not 

success  quashed  in  a  writ  of  errour.  I  remove  able  to  support  his  suit,  according  to  the  veza- 

my  suit ;  I  shift  fit>m  court  to  court ;  I  fly  from  tious  and  expensive  manner  established  in 

equity  to  law,  and  fix>m  law  to  equity ;  equal  civilised  countries,  has  not  the  rich  as  grrat 

uncertainty*  attends  me  every  where ;  and  a  an  advantage  over  him  as  the  strong  has  over 

mistake  in  which  I  had  no  share,  decides  at  the  weak  in  a  state  of  nature  ?    But  we  will 

once  upon  my  liberty  and  property,  sending  notplacetbe  state  of  nature,  which  is  the  reign 

me  fixmi  the  court  to  a  prison,  and  adjudging  of  God,  in  competition  with  political  society, 

my  family  to  beggary  and  famine.    I  am  inno*  which  is  the  absurd  usurpation  of  man.    In  a 

cent,  gentlemen,  of  the  darkness  and  lawef^  stateofnature,itistrue,  thatamanofsuperioui 

lainty  of  your  science.    I  never  darkened  it  force  may  beat  or  rob  me ;  but  then  it  is  true, 

with  absurd  and  contradicUwy  notions,  nor  that  I  am  at  full  liberty  to  defend  mysetf,  oi 

confounded  it  with  chicane  and  sophistry.  You  make  reprisal  by  surprise,  or  by  cunning,  or 

have  excluded  me  from  any  share  in  the  con-  hy  any  other  way  in  which  I  may  bo  superior 

duct  of  my  own  cause ;  the  science  was  too  to  him.    But  in  political  society,  a  rich  mas 
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Mtf  rob  me  in  anolher  way.    I  cannot  defend  labovn.    In  •  state  oT  artificial  society,  it  is  a 

smelf;  for  money  is  tBb  only  weapon  with  law  as  constant  and  as  inTariaUe,  that  those  who 

wbch  we  are  allowed  tofight.  And  if  I  attempt  labour  most,  enjoy  the  fewest  things;  and  that 

to  arenge  mysdf,  the  whole  force  of  that  society  those  who  htboor  not  at  all,  hare  the  greatest 

is  rsady  to  complete  my  rain.  nunber  of  enjoyments.  A  constitution  cS"  things 

A  good  parson  once  said,  that  wiiere  mystery  this,  strange  and  ridiculous  beyond  expression, 

bsgins,  reUgioQ  ends.    Cannot  I  say,  as  truly  Wescarcebelieyea  thing  when  we  are  told  it, 

at  least  of  human  laws,  that  where  mystery  which  we  actually  see  before  our  eyes  every 

bsgins,  justice  ends  7  It  is  hard  to  say,  whether  day  without  being  in  the  least  surprised.    I 

*•  doeiBn  of  law  or  divinity  hare  made  the  suppose  that  there  are  inChreat  Britain  upwards 

grsatw  advances  in  the  lucrative  business  of  ofan  hundred  thousand  people  employed  in  lead, 

■vstsry.  The  lawyers,  as  well  as  the  theologi-  tin,  iron,  copper,  and  coal  mines;  these  unhappy 

«s,  have  erected  another  reason  besides  nato-  wretches  scarce  ever  see  the  light  of  the  sun 

ml  reason;  and  the  result  has  been,  another  they  are  buried  in  the  boweb  of  the  earth 

nliee  besides  natural  justice.    They  have  so  there  they  work  at  a  severe  and  dimal  task, 

Mwilderad  the  world  and  themselves  in  un*  without  the  least  prospect  of  being  delivered 

■saainf  forms  and  ceremonies,  and  so  per-  firom  it;  they  subsist  upon  the  coarsest  and 

plsnd  the  plainest  matters  with  metaphysical  woist  sort  of  fare ;  they  have  their  health 

JMfoii,  that  it  carries  the  highest  danger  to  a  miserably  impaired,  and  their  lives  cut  short, 

■an  out  of  that  profession,  to  make  the  least  by  being  perpetually  confined  in  the  cUmo  va- 

itopwilboutdieir  advice  and  assirtance.  Thus  pour  of  these  malignant  minerals.   An  hundred 

hyeenfiung  to  themselves  the  knowledge  of  the  thousand  more  at  least  are  tortured  withool 

fsBdation  ofan  men's  lives  and  properties,  they  remission  by  the  sufibcating  smoke,  intense 

bars  reduced  all  mankind  into  the  most  abject  fires,  and  constant  drudgery  necessary  in  refin 

lad  servile  dependence.  We  are  tenants  at  the  ing  and  managing  the  products  of  those  mines 

wil  of  these  gentlemen  for  every  thing ;  and  a  If  any  man  informed  us  that  two  hundred  tho» 

1  quU>ble  is  to  decide  n^ether  the  sand  innocent  persons  were  condemned  to  sc 


;  villain  breadiing  shall  meet  his  deserts,  intderable  slavery,  how  should  we  pity  the 

with  impuni^,  or  idiether  the  best  unhappy  sufferers,  and  bow  great  would  be  our 

■an  in  the  socie^  shall  not  be  reduced  to  the  just  indignation  against  those  who  inflicted  so 

lowest  and  most  despicable  conditicm  it  affords,  cruel  and  ignominious  a  punishment!    This  is 

iaaword,  my  Lord,  ^  injustice,  delay,  pueri-  an  instance,  I  could  not  wish  a  stronger,  of  the 

fil^yfolse  refinement,  and  affected  mystery  of  the  numberless  things  which  we  pass  by  in  their 

lav  are  such,  tfiat  many  who  live  under  it  come  common  dress,  yet  which  shock  us  when  they 

Is  admire  and  envy  the  eipedition,  simplicity,  are  nakedly  represented.     But  this  number, 

and  eonality  of  arbitrary  judgments.    I  need  considerable  as  it  is,  and  the  slavery,  widi  aU 

iasist  me  lev  on  this  artide  to  your  Lordship,  its  baseness  and  horrour,  which  we  have  at 

as  yon  have  firequendy  lamented  the  miseries  home,  ia  nothing  to  what  tlie  rest  of  the  world 

diiiisil  to  OS  finom  artificial  law,  and  your  can-  affords  of  the  same  nature.     Millions  daily 

dsv  is  dm  more  to  be  admired  and  applauded  bathed  in  die  poisonom  damps  and  destructive 

in  dns,  as  your  Lordship's  noble  house  has  effluvia  of  lead,  silver,  copper,  and  araenic 

diaifad  ita  wealth  and  iti  honour  fiom  that  To  say  nothing  of  those  other  employments, 

yuli—liMi  those  statioqs  of  wretchedness  and  contempt, 

BsfoM  we  fimsh  our  examination  of  artificial  in  which  civil  society  has  placed  the  numerous 

BodeQr,  I  diaH  lead  your  Lordship  into  a  ckMer  en/imsjMrefiMofheranny.  WouU  any  rational 

eoBsidcvadon  of  the  relations  which  it  gives  man  submit  to  cme  of  the  most  tolerable  of  these 

hndi  to,  and  the  benefits,  ifsuch  they  are,  which  drudgeries,  for  all  the  artificial  enjojrments 

rssok  from  these  relations.    The  most  obvious  whidi  policy  has  made  to  result  fixim  them? 

fivision  of  socie^  is  into  ridi  and  poor;  and  By  no  means.  And  yet  need  I  suggest  to  your 

it  is  BO  less  obvious,  that  the  number  of  the  Lordship,  that  those  who  find  the  means,  and 

former  bear  a  great  disproportion  to  those  of  those  who  arrive  at  the  end,  are  not  at  all  the 

^  latter.    TIm  whole  business  of  the  poor  is  same  persons.   On  considering  the  strange  and 

to  administer  to  the  idleness,  foOy,  and  luxury  unaccountable  fimcies  and  contrivances  of  arti* 

of  die  ridi ;  and  that  of  the  rich,  in  return,  ficial  reason,  I  have  somewhere  called  thii 

is  to  find  the  best  methods  of  confirming  the  earth  the  Bedlam  of  our  system.  Looking  now 

riavery  and  increasing  the  burdens  of  the  poor,  upon  the  effects  of  some  of  those  fimcies,  may 

b  astate  of  nature,  it  u  an  invariable  law,  that  we  not  with  equal  reason  call  it  likewise  die 

!s  anqoisitioaa  are  in  prowrtion  to  his  Newgate  and  the  Bridewell  of  die  unireiaa^ 
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lodeed  the  bltiidiie«  of  ooa  part  of  mankind  are  they  who  know  enoii^  of  t}«em  to  kooir 

oo-operating  with  the  phreniy  and  villany  of  the  little  Talue  of  the  poesesaonof  such  thmga, 

the  other,  has  been  the  real  buflder  of  this  and  of  all  that  they  possess ;  and  happy  they 

respectable  &btic  of  political  society :  and  as  who  have  been  snatched  from  that  post  of  daiH 

die  blindness  of  mankind  has  caiMed  their  ger  which  they  occupy,  with  the  remains  of 

dayery,  in  return  their  state  of  davery  is  made  their  virtue ;  loss  of  honours,  wealth,  titles, 

a  pretence  for  continuing  them  in  a  state  of  and  even  the  loss  of  one's  country,  is  nothing 

Uindness ;  fi>r  the  politician  will  tell  you  grave-  in  balance  with  so  great  an  advantage, 

.y,  that  their  life  of  servitude  disqualifies  the  Let  us  now  view  the  other  q)ecies  of  the 

greater  part  of  the  race  of  man  for  a  search  rich,  those  who  devote  their  time  and  fortuoes 

of  truth,  and  simplies  them  with  no  other  than  to  idleness  and  pleasure.    How  much  happier 

mean  and  insufficient  ideas.    This  is  but  too  are  they  ?  The  pleasures  which  are  agreeable 

true ;  and  this  is  one  of  the  reasons  for  which  to  nature  are  within  the  reach  of  all,  and  there- 

[  blame  such  imtitutions.  fore  can  form  no  distinction  in  &vour  of  the 

In  a  misery  of  this  sort,  admitting  some  few  rich.    The  pleasures  whidi  art  Ibrces  up  are 

lenitives,  and  those  too  but  a  few,  nine  parts  in  seldom  sincere,  and  never  satisQring.    What 

ten  of  the  whole  race  of  mankind  drudge  through  is  wcurse,  this  constant  appUcatioo  to  pleasure 

life.   It  may  be  ui^ed  perhaps,  in  palliation  of  takes  away  from  the  enjoyment,  or  rather 

this,  that,  at  least,  the  rich  few  find  a  consider-  turns  it  into  the  nature  of  a  very  burdensome 

able  and  real  benefit  firom  the  wretchedness  of  and  laborious  business.    It  has  consequences 

the  many.    But  is  this  so  in  feet  7    Let  us  much  more  fataL    It  produces  a  weak  valetu- 

eiamioe  the  point  with  a  little  more  attention,  dbary  state  of  body,  attended  by  all  those 

For  this  purpose  the  rich  in  all  societies  may  horrid  disorders,  and  yet  more  horrid  methods 

be  thrown  into  two  classes.    The  first  is  of  of  cure,  which  are  the  result  of  l(aury  on  oae 

those  who  are  poweiful  as  well  us  rich,  and  hand,  and  the  weak  and  ridiculous  efforts  of 

conduct  the  operations  of  the  vast  political  human  art  on  the  other.  The  pleasures  of  such 

machine.    The  other  is  of  those  who  erof^oy  men  are  scarcely  felt  as  pleasures ;  at  the  same 

their  riches  wholly  in  the  acquisiti<ni  of  f^ea-  time  that  they  bring  on  pains  and  diseases, 

sure.    As  to  the  first  sort,  their  continual  care  which  are  felt  but  too  severely.    The  mind  has 

and  anxiety,  their  toUsome  days,  and  sleei^ess  its  share  of  the  misfortune ;  it  grows  lazy  and 

nights,  are  next  to  proverbial.    These  circum-  enervate,  imwilling  and  unable  to  search  fer 

stances  are  sufficient  almost  to  level  their  con-  truth,  and  utterly  uncapable  of  knowing,  much 

dition  to  that  of  the  unhapf^  majority ;  but  less  of  relishing  real  happiness.    The  poor  by 

there  are  other  circumstances  which  place  them  '  their  excessive  labour,  and  the  rich  by  thmr 

in  a  &r  bwer  condition.    Not  only  their  un-  enormous  luxury,  are  set  upon  a  level,  and 

ierstandings  labour  continually,  which  is  the  rendered  equally  ignorant  of  any  knowledge 

Mverest  li^)our,  but  their  hearts  are  torn  by  which  might  conduce  to  their  happiness.    A 

Jie  worst,  most  troublMome,  and  insatiable  of  dismal  view  of  the  interior  of  all  civil  society ! 

aU  passions,  by  avarice,  by  ambition,  by  fear  The  bwer  part  broken  and  ground  down  by 

and  jeabusy.    No  part  of  the  mind  has  rest,  the  most  cruel  oppression ;   and  the  rich  by 

Ptower  gradually  extirpates  fi'om  the  mind  every  their  artificial  method  of  life  bringing  worse 

humane  and  gentle  virtue.    Pity,  benevolence,  evils  on  themselves,  than  their  tyranny  could 

fiiendship  are  things  ahnost  unknown  in  high  possibly  inflict  on  those  bebw  them.    Very 

stations.     Verm  amiciluB  rariadme  inveniuntur  different  is  the  prospect  of  the  natural  state. 

iniU  qui  in  hononbuM  reque  publioa  venantur,  Here  there  are  no  wants  which  nature  gives, 

says  Cicero.     And  indeed,   courts  are  the  and  in  this  state  men  can  be  sensible  of  no 

schools  where  cruelty,  pride,  dissimulation  and  other  wants,  which  are  not  to  bo  supplied  by  a 

treachery  are  studied  and  tau^t  in  the  most  very  moderate  degree  of  labour;   therefore 

vicious  perfection.    This  is  a  point  so  clear  there  is  no  slavery.     Neither  is  there  any 

and  admowledged,  that  if  it  did  not  make  a  luxury,  became  no  single  man  can  supply  the 

necessary  part  of  my  subject,  I  should  pass  it  materials  of  it.    Life  is  simple,  and  therefero 

by  entirely.    And  this  has  hindered  me  firom  it  is  happy. 

drawing  at  full  length,  and  in  the  most  striking  I  am  conscious,  my  Lord,  that  your  politician 

colours,  this  diocking  picture  of  the  degene-  will  urge  in  his  defence,  that  this  unequal  state 

ncj  and  wretchedness  of  human  nature,  in  that  is  highly  useful.    That  without  dooming  some 

IMUt  which  is  vulgarly  thou^  its  happiest  and  part  of  mankind  to  extraordinary  toil,  the  arts 

most  amiable  state.    You  know  firom  what  which  cultivate  life  could  not  be  exercised, 

originals  I  could  copy  such  pictures.    Happy  But  I  demand  of  this  politician,  how  sudh  arts 
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CUM  to  be  necessary  f    He  insweni  that  civil  educated  under  another  form,  than  that  this  is 

soeie^  coidd  not  well  exist  without  them.    So  of  worse  consequences  to  mankind.    For  the 

that  tiieM  arts  are  necessary  to  civil  society,  free  govemmentSi  for  the  point  of  their  spacoi 

iod  civil  society  necessary  again  to  these  arts,  and  the  moment  of  their  duration,  have  feh 

Thns  are  we  running   in  a  circloi  without  men  confusion,  and  committed  more  flagrant 

■lodesly,  and  without  end,  and  maJcing  one  acts  of  tyranny,  than  the  most  perfect despotie 

srrour  and  eztraTagance  an  excuse   ic^  the  govenmientsv^ich  we  have  ever  known.  Tun 

other.    My  sentiments  about  these  arts  and  your  eye  next  to  the  labyrinth  of  the  law,  and 

ihsif  canse,  I  have  often  discoursed  with  my  the  iniquity  conceived  in  its  intricate  recesses. 

friMHis  at  large.    Pope  has  expressed  them  in  Consider  the  ravages  committed  in  the  bowels 

good  verse,  where  he  talks  with  so  much  force  of  all  commonwealths  by  ambition,  by  avarice, 

df  reason  and  elegance  of  language,  in  praise  envy,  fraud,  open  injustice,   and  pretended 

cf  tbeslale  of  nature:  friendship ;  vices  which  could  draw  little  sup- 

Tksn  was  not  pride,  nor  arts  that  pride  to  aid,  P<>rt  from  a  state  of  nature,  but  which  blossom 

Mm  wi]k«d  with  beast,  joim-tenant  of  the  and  flourish  in  the  rankness  of  political  society. 

shade.  Revolve  our  whole  discourse;  add  to  it  all 

On  the  whole,  nj  Lord,  if  political  society,  those  reflections  which  your  own  good  undeiw 

in  whatever  fonn,  hu  still  made  the  many  the  standing  shall  suggest,  and  make  a  strenuous 

ynptttj  of  the  few ;  if  it  has  introduced  la>  eflbrt  beyond  the  reach  d*  vulgar  philosophy, 

boors  uuDecessary,  vici^  and   diseases   un-  to  confess  that  the  cause  of  artificial  society  is 

known,  and  pleasiffes  incompatible  with  nature ;  more  defenceless  even  than  that  of  artificial  re 

if  in  all  eountries  it  abridges  the  Uves  of  mil-  ligion ;  that  it  is  as  derogatory  from  the  honour 

lions,  and  lenders  those  of  millions  more  utter-  <^  the  Creator,  as  subversive  of  human  reason, 

Ijr  abject  and  miserable,  shall  we  still  worship  and  productive  of  infinitely  more  mischief  to 

so  destnlctive  an  idol,  and  daily  sacrifice  to  it  the  human  race. 

ov  health,  our  liber^,  and  our  peace  ?    Or  If  pretended  revelations  have  caused  wars 

riisfl  we  pass  by  this  monstrous  heap  of  ab*  where  they  were  opposed,  and  slavery  where 

svd  notions,  and  abominable  practices,  think-  they  were  received,  the  pretended  wise  inven- 

ing  we  have  sufliciently  discharged  our  duty  in  iiooa  of  politicians  have  done  the  same.     But 

eipoaing  the  trifling  cheats,    and  ridiculous  the  slavery  has  been  much  heavier,  the  wars 

jqgg^  of  a  low  mad,  designing,  or  ambitious  &r  more  bloody,  and  both  more  universal  by 

priests  ?    Alas !  my  Lord,  we  labour  under  a  many  degrees.    Shew  me  any  mischief  pro- 

BMtal  ooBsomption,  whilst  we  are  so  anxious  duced  by  the  madness  or  wickedness  of  theok>> 

about  the  cure  of  a  sore  finger.    For  has  not  gians,  and  I  will  shew  you  an  hundred,  result- 

Ais  leviathan  of  civil  power  overflowed  the  ing  fi^m  the  ambition  uxi  villany  of  conquerors 

with  a  deluge  of  blood,  as  if  he  were  and  statesmen.    Shew  me  an  absurdity  in  re- 

to  dispart  and  play  therein  7  We  have  ligion,  and  I  will  undertake  to  shew  you  an 
that  political  society,  on  a  moderate  hundred  for  one  in  political  laws  and  institu- 
caknlataon,  has  been  the  means  of  murdering  tions.  If  you  say,  that  natural  religioA  is  a 
times  the  number  of  inhabitants  now  sufficient  guide  without  the  foreign  aid  of  re- 
ihe  earth,  during  its  short  existence,  not  velation,  on  what  principle  should  political 
of  four  thousand  years  in  any  accounts  laws  become  neceagary  ?  Is  notthe  same  rea- 
ls be  depended  on.  But  we  have  said  nothing  son  available  in  theology  and  in  politics  ?  If 
of  the  other,  and  perhaps  as  bad  consequence  the  laws  of  nature  are  the  laws  of  God,  is  it 
of  these  wars,  which  have  spilled  such  seas  of  consistent  with  the  divine  wisdom  to  proscribe 
Uood,  and  reduced  so  many  millions  to  a  mer-  rules  to  us,  and  leave  the  enforcement  of  them 

slavety.    But  these  are  only  the  cere>  to  the  folly  of  human  institutions  ?    Will  you 

perionned  in  the  porch  of  the  political  ioDow  truth  but  to  a  certain  point? 

Ii.    Much  more  honid  ones  are  seen  as  We  are  indebted  for  all  our  miseries  to  our 

it.    The  several  species  of  govern-  distrust   of    that  guide,   which    Providence 

vie  with  each  other  in  the  absurdity  of  thought  sufficient  for  our  condition,  our  own 

their  constitutions,  and  the  oppression  which  natural  reason,  which  rejecting  both  in  human 

they  make  their  sul:gectB  endure.    Take  them  and  divine  things,  we  have  given  our  necks  to 

onder  what  form  you  please,  they  are  in  efiect  the  yoke  of  pt^itical  and  theological  slavery. 

yt,  a  despotism,  and  they  fall,  both  in  eflTect  and  We  have  renounced  the  prerogative  of  man, 

appearance  too,  after  a  very  short  period,  into  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  we  should  be  treated 

diat  cruel  and  detestable  species  of  tyranny ;  like  beasts.    But  our  misery  is  much  greater 

•hidh  I  nifaer  call  it,  because  we  havo  been  than  theirs,  as  the  crime  we  commit  in  rejects 
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ing  the  htfviul  dominion  of  our  reason  ti  sreater  or  than  the  preeent  age,  with  our  preacot  paia 

thu  any  which  they  can  oommit.    If  alter  all,  aiani,  can  poatibly  pretend  to.    For  my  part, 

Toa  diould  coofeM  all  theae  thinga,  yet  plead  I  quit  it  without  a  sigh,  and  submit  to  the  acre* 

the  neoessitj  of  political  institutions,  weak  and  reign  order  without  murmuring.    The  nearer 

wicked  as  they  are,  I  can  argue  with  equal,  we  approach  to  the  goal  of  life,  the  better  we 

perhaps  superiour  force  concerning  the  neces*  begin  to  understand  ^  true  Talue  of  our  eids 

sity  of  artificial  religion ;  and  erery  step  you  tenco,  and  the  real  weight  of  our  «pmv«yi. 

advance  in  your  argument,  you  add  a  strength  We  set  out  much  in  lo?e  with  both ;  but  we 

tomine.    So  that  if  we  are  reaolved  to  submit  leaye  much  behind  us  as  we  adyance.    We 

our  reason  and  our  liberty  to  civil  usurpation,  first  ihrow  away  the  tales  along  with  the  rattles 

we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  conform  as  quiet*  of  our  nurses;  those  of  the  priest  keep  their 

ly  as  we  can  to  the  rulgar  notions  which  are  hokl  a  little  kxiger ;  tboae  of  our  goreroours 

connected  with  this,  and  take  up  the  theology  the  longest  of  aU.    But  the  passions  which 

of  the  vulgar  as  weU  as  their  poiitics.    But  if  prop  these  opinions  are  withdrawn  one  aAer 

we  think  this  necesrty  rather  imaginary  than  another;  and  the  cool  lij^t  of  reasoa  at  the 

real,  we  ^Muld  renounce  their  drMms  of  so-  setting  of  our  life,  shews  us  what  a  fiUse 

caety,  together  with  their  Tisions  of  rdigion,  splendour  played  t^MO  these  objects  during  our 

and  TindUcate  ourselves  into  perfoct  liberty.  more  sanyiine  seasons.    Happy,  my  Lord,  if 

Toil  are,  my  Lord,  but  just  entering  into  the  instructed  by  my  experience,  and  even  by  my 

world ;  I  am  going  out  of  iL    I  have  played  erroura,  you  come  early  to  make  such  an  esti- 

long  enough  to  be  heartily  tired  of  the  drama,  mate  of  things,  as  may  give  fireedom  and  ease 

Whsther  I  have  acted  my  part  h  H  weD  or  ill,  to  your  lifo.    I  am  ham  that  such  an  etti* 

postarity  will  judge  with  more  candour  than  I,  mote  promises  me  comfort  at  my  deadu 
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I  HA.TB  eodeayoured  to  make  this  edition  of  our  nature  binds  us  to  a  strict  law  and  lery 

fooMthing  more  full  and  satisfactory  than  the  narrow  limits.    We  ought  afterwards  to  re> 

first    I  have  sought  with  the  utmost  care,  and  examine  the  priiu;iples  by  the.  effect  of  the 

read  with  equal  attention,  every  thing  which  composition,  u  well  as  the  composition  by  that 

hu  appeared  in  public  against  my  opinions ;  I  of  the  principles.    We  ought  to  compare  our 

have  taken  advantage  of  the  candid  liberty  of  subject  with  things  of  a  similar  nature,  and 

siy  friends ;  and  if  by  these  means  I  have  been  even  with  things  of  a  contrary  nature  ;  for 

better  enabled  to  discover  the  imperfections  discoveries  may  be  and  often  are  made  by  the 

of  the  work,  the  indulgence  it  has  received,  contrast,  which  wouM  escape  us  on  the  single 

imperfect  as  it  was,  furnished  me  with  a  new  view.   The  greater  number  of  the  comparisons 

BMtive  to  spare  no  reasonable  pains  for  its  we  make,  the  more  general  and  the  more  certain 

OBfirovement.    Though  I  have  not  found  suffi-  our  knowledge  is  like  to  prove,  as  built  upon  a 

dent  reason,  or  what  appeared  to  me  sufficient^  more  extensive  and  perfect  induction. 

or  making  any  material  change  in  my  theory.  If  an  inquiry  thus  carefully  conducted,  should 

I  hare  found  it  necessary  in  many  places  to  (ail  at  last  of  discovering  the  truth,  it  may 

apiain,  illustrate,  and  enforce   it.     I  have  answer  an  end  perhaps  as  usefiil,  in  discovering 

prefixed  an  introductory  discourse  concerning  -  to  us  the  weakness  of  our  own  understanding. 

Tute:  it  is  a  matter  curious  in  itself;  and  it  If  it  does  not  make  us  knowing,  it  may  make 

ietds  naturally  enough  to  the  principal  inquiry,  us  modest.    If  it  docs  not  preserve  us  from 

Tkii,  with  the  other  explanations,  has  made  errour,  it  may  at  least  from  the  spirit  of  crrour ; 

the  work  ccmsiderably  larger ;  and  by  increas-  and  may  make  us  cautious  of  pronouncing  with 

i&g  its  bulk  has,  I  am  alraid,  added  to  its  faults ;  positiveness  or  with  haste,  when  so  much  labour 

•0  that,  notwithstanding  all  my  attention,  it  may  end  in  so  much  uncertainty, 

naj  aUnd  in  need  of  a  yet  greater  share  of  in-  1  could  wish  that  in  examining  this  theory, 

(ygeoce  than  it  required  at  its  first  appearance,  the  same  method  were  pursued  which  I  endea- 

They  who  are  accustomed  to  studies  of  this  vourcd  to  observe  in  forming  it    The  c^jee* 

oature  will  expect,  and  they  will  allow  too  for  tions,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be  proposed, 

■anj  &ults.    They  know  that  many  of  the  either  to  the  several  principles  as  they  are 

objects  of  our  inquiry  are  in  themselves  ob-  distinctly  considered,  or  to  the  justness  of  the 

Kure  and  intricate ;  suid  that  many  others  have  conclusion  which  is  drawn  from  them.    But  it 

been  rendered  so  by  affected  refinements  or  false  is  common  to  pass  over  both  the  premises  and 

kaming ;  they  know  that  there  are  many  im-  conclusion  in  silence,  and  to  produce  as  an 

pediments  in  the  subject,  in  the  prejudices  of  objection,  some  poetical  passage  which  does 

others,  and  even  in  our  own,  that  render  it  a  not  seem  easily  accounted  for  upon  the  princi- 

Batter  of  ik>  small  difficulty  to  shew  in  a  clear  pies  I  endeavour  to  establish.    This  manner 

li^t  the  genuine  face  of  nature.    They  know  of  proceeding  I  should  think  very  improper. 

that  whilst  the  mind  is  intent  on  the  general  The  task  would  be  infinite,  if  we  could  esta- 

scheme  of  things,  some  particular  parts  must  blish  no  principle  until  we  had  previously  un- 

be  neglected ;  that  we  must  often  submit  the  ravelled  the  complex  texture  of  every  image 

ttyh  to  the  matter,  and  frequently  give  up  the  or  descripticxa  to  be  found  in  poets  and  oratoGS. 

praise  of  elegance,  satisfied  with  being  clear.  And  though  we  should  never  be  able  to  reconcile 

The  characters  of  nature  are  legible,  it  is  the  effect  of  such  images  to  our  principles,  this 

true ;  but  they  are  not  plain  enough  to  enable  can  never  overturn  the  theory  itself,  whilst  it  is 

fbose  who  run,  to  read  them.    We  must  make  founded  on  certain  and  indisputable  fiicts.    A 

on  of  a  cautious,  I  had  almost  said,  a  timorous  theory  founded  on  experiment,  and  not  assumed, 

■ethod  of  proceeding.    We  must  not  attempt  is  always  good  for  so  much  as  it  explains.    Our 

io  fly,  when  we  can  scarcely  pretend  to  creep,  inability  to  push  it  indefinitely  in  no  argimienl 

In  ecmsidering  any  complex  matter,  we  ought  to  at  all  against  it    This  inability  may  be  owing 

oamine  every  distinct  ingredient  in  the  com-  to  our  ignorance  of  some  necessary  medmntii 

position,  one  by  one ;  and  reduce  every  thing  to  a  want  of  proper  application ;  to  many  othar 

10  the  utmost  simplicity ;  since  the  condition  causes  besides  a  defect  ia  the  principle!  w» 
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employ.     In  retlityi  tha  mbject  requires  a  in  it    The  uie  of  such  inquiriee  mayjie  wery 

much  closer  attentioD,  than  we  dare  claim  (rom  considerable.  Whatever  turns  the  soul  inward 

our  manner  of  treating  iL  on  itselfj  tends  to  concenter  its  forces,  and  to  fit 

If  it  should  not  Kppear  on  the  fiice  of  the  it  for  greater  and  strmger  flights  of  science. 
woik|  I  must  caution  the  reader  against  im*-  Bjr  looking  into  physical  causes,  our  minds 
gining  that  I  intended  a  fiiU  dissertation  on  are  opened  and  enlarged ;  and  in  this  pursuit, 
Sie  Sublime  and  Beautifd.  My  inquiry  went  whether  we  take  or  whether  we  lose  our  game, 
no  &rther  than  to  the  origin  of  these  ideas,  the  chace  is  certainly  of  swvice.  Cicero,  true 
If  the  qualities  which  I  have  ranged  under  as  he  was  to  the  academic  philosophy,  and 
the  head  of  the  Sublime  be  all  fixmd  consistent  consequently  led  to  reject  the  certainty  of 
with  eadi  other,  and  all  different  from  those  physical,  as  of  every  other  kind  of  knowledge, 
which  I  place  under  the  head  of  beau^ ;  and  yet  fireely  confesses  its  great  importance  to  the 
if  those  which  compose  die  dass  of  the  Beau-  human  undnstanding ;  "£ti  ammanan  ti^e- 
Uful  have  the  same  consistency  with  them*  mortongus  nottronm  mtturaU  quod  dam  qumm 
selves,  and  the  same  opposition  to  those  which  pabubtm  conndentio  eontaiplaAfqut  naturmJ* 
are  dsssed  under  the  denflminstion  of  Sublime,  If  we  can  direct  the  lights  we  derive  Grom 
I  am  in  little  pain  whether  any  body  chooses  to  such  eialted  speculations,  upon  the  humbler 
IbDow  the  name  I  give  them  or  not,  provided  fieki  of  ih»  imagination,  whilst  we  investigate 
he  allows  that  what  I  di^Mse  under  difierent  the  springs,  and  trace  the  courses  of  cur  pas- 
heads  are  in  reality  different  things  in  nature,  sions,  we  may  not  only  communicate  to  the 
The  use  I  make  of  the  words  may  be  blamed,  taste  a  sort  of  phitosnphical  solidity,  but  we 
as  too  confined  or  too  extended ;  nqr  meanffig  may  reflect  back  on  the  severer  sciences  some 
cannot  well  be  misunderstood.  of  the  graces  and  elegancies  of  taste,  withov 

To  condnde;  whatever  progress  may  be  which  the  greatest*proficieney  in  tlvMescieiioM 

made  towards  the  discovery  of  truth  in  this  will  always  have  this  appearance  of  somethiqg 

natter,  I  do  not  repent  the  pains  I  have  taken  lUiberaL 
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Oa  ■  8iiper6cial  view,  we  may  seem  to  di&  the  imagination  ia  not  affected  according  l» 

Ir  Tfry  widely  from  each  other  in  our  reason-  some  invariable  and  certain  laws,  our  labour  it 

iop,  aind  no  less  in  oar  pleasures:  but,  not-<  like  to  be  employed  to  very  little  purpose ;  as  if 

withstanding  this  difference,  which  I  think  to  must  be  judged  an  oseless,  if  not  an  absurd 

oe  nther  apparent  than  real,  it  is  probable  that  undertaking,  to  lay  down  rules  for  caprice,  and 

Ike  standard  both  of  reason  and  taste  is  the  to  set  up  for  a  legislator  of  whims  and  fancies, 

one  in  all  human  creatur«i.    For  if  there  The  term  taste,   like   all  other  figurative 

sere  not  some  principles  of  judgment  as  weU  terms,  is  not  extremely  accurate ;  the  thing 

H  of  sentiment  common  to  all  mankind,  no  which  we  understand  by  it,  is  farfit>m  asinple 

hold  could  possibly  be  taken  either  on  their  and  determinate  idea  in  the  minds  of  most 

raasoo  or  their  passions,  sufficient  to  maintain  men,  and  it  is  therefore  liable  to  uncertainty 

Ae  ordinary  ccHrespondence  of  life.    It  ap-  and  confusion.    I  have  no  great  opinion  of  a 

pern  indeed  to  be  generally  acknowledged,  definition,  the  celebrated  remedy  for  the  cure 

tint  with  regard  to  truth  and  felsehood  there  is  of  this  diso^er.     For  when  we  define,  we 

•oraething  fixed.    We  find  people  in  their  di»-  seem  in  danger  of  circumscribing  nature  with* 

pates  continually  appealing  to  certain  tests  and  in  the  bounds  of  our  own  notions,  ^ich  we 

iindards,  which  are  allowed  on  all  sides,  and  often  take  op  by  haaurd,  or  embrace  on  trust, 

M  supposed  to  be  established  in  our  common  or  form  out  of  a  limited  and  partial  coosidera- 

Htnre.    But  there  is  not  the  same  obvious  tion  of  the  object  before  us,  instead  of  extend* 

OQBcuTTence  in  any  aniCbrm  or  settled  princi*  ing  our  ideas  to  take  in  all  that  nature  oompre- 

|i)et  wfakh  relate  to  taste.    It  is  even  common-  bends,  according  to  her  manner  of  combining. 

I7  supposed  that  this  delicate  and  atrial  iacuUy,  We  are  limited  in  our  inquiry  by  the  strict 

Kiiich  seems  too  volatile  to  endure  even  the  laws  to  which  we  have  submitted  at  our  setting 

dtains  of  a  definition,  cannot  be  properly  tried  ouL 

by  sny  test,  nor  regulated  by  any  standard.        circa  vUem  patulumque  morabimur 

There  is  so  continual  a  call  for  the  exercise  of  orbem, 

(heieasoaing  faculty ,  and  it  is  so  much  strcaigtl^  Unde  pudor  proferre  pedem  vetat  aut  operis 

«ed  by  perpetual  contention,  that  certain  max-  '^'* 

ha  of  right  reason  seem  to  be  tacitly  settled  A  definition  may  be  very  exact,  and  yet  go 

iffloog  the  most  ignorant.    The  learned  have  but  a  very  little  way  towards  informing  us  of 

isifinn^  on  this  rude  science,  and  reduced  the  nature  of  the  thing  defined ;  but  let  the  vir- 

tboin  maxims  into  a  system.    If  taste  has  not  toe  of  a  definition  be  what  it  will,  in  the  order 

been  so  haf^ily  cultivated,  it  was  not  that  the  of  things,  it  seems  rather  4>  follow  than  to  pre- 

■bject  was  barren,  but  that  the  labourers  were  cede  our  inquiry,  of  which  it  ought  to  be  consi- 

few  or  negligent;  for,  to  say  the  truth,  there  dered  as  the  result.    It  must  be  acknowledged 

trs  not  the  nune  interesting  motives  to  impel  that  the  methods  of  disquisition  and   teach- 

« to  fix  the  one,  ^fi^ch  urge  us  to  ascertain  ing  may  be  sometimes  different,  and  on  very 

the  other.    And  after  all,  if  men  differ  in  their  good  reason  undoubtedly ;  but  for  my  part,  I 

opiaion  cancelling  such  matters,  their  differ*  am  convinced  that  the   method  of  teaching 

«Ke  is  not  attended  with  the  same  important  yitiddi  approaches  most  nearly  to  the  method  of 

consequences ;  else  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  investigation,  is  incomparably  the  best ;  since, 

the  logic  of  taste,  if  I  may  be  aUowed  the  exi-  not  conlbnt  with  serving  up  a  few  barren  and 

prsBUion,  mighty  very  poaiUy  be  as  well  digest-  lifeless  truths,  it  leads  to  the  stock  on  which 

sd,  and  we  might  come  to  discuss  matters  of  they  grew ;  it  tends  to  set  the  reader  himself 

ftis  nature  with  as  mudi  certainty,  as  those  in  the  trade  of  invention,  and  to  direct  him 

which  seem  more  immediately  within  the  prcv  into  those  paths  in  which  the  author  has  made 

viace  of  mere  reason.    And  indeed,  it  is  very  his  own  discoveries,  if  he  riiould  be  so  happy 

necessary,  at  the  entrance  into  sudi  an  inquiry  as  to  have  made  ai^  that  are  valuable. 

as  oar  present,  to  make  this  point  as  clear  as  But  to  cut  off  all  pretence  for  cavilling,  1 

~tiitohMnofindprkKiplof«if  main  by  tiie  word  Taato  no  more  than  that 
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faculty  or  thoie  Acuities  of  the  mind,  which  regard  to  pleasure  and  pain.  They  all  concur 
are  aflTected  with,  or  i^ich  form  a  judgment  of,  in  calling  sweetness  pleasant,  and  sourness  aod 
the  works  of  imagination  and  the  elegant  arts,  bitterness  unpleasant.  Here  there  is  no  diTor- 
This  is,  I  think,  the  most  general  idea  of  that  sity  in  theur  sentiments ;  and  that  there  is  not, 
word,  and  what  is  the  least  connected  with  any  appears  ftiUy  from  the  consent  of  all  men  in  tha 
particolar  theory.  And  my  point  in  this  inquiry  ro^i^ors  which  are  taken  from  the  sease  of 
is,  to  find  whether  there  are  any  principles,  taste.  A  sour  temper,  bitter  expressions,  biu 
on  which  the  imagination  is  affected,  so  com-  ter  curses,  a  bitter  fate,  are  terms  well  and 
Dion  to  all,  so  grounded  and  certain,  as  to  sup-  strongly  understood  by  all.  And  we  are  jJu>- 
ply  the  means  of  reasoning  satisfactorily  about  gether  as  well  understood  when  we  say,  a 
them.  And  such  principles  of  taste  I  fancy  sweet  disposition,  a  sweet  person,  a  sweet 
there  are  *,  howerer  paradoxical  it  may  seem  condition,  and  the  like.  It  is  confessed,  that 
to  those,  who  on  a  superficial  view  imagine,  custom  and  some  other  causes,  hare  made 
diat  there  is  so  great  a  diversity  of  tastes,  both  many  deviations  fipom  the  natural  pleasures  or 
in  kind  and  degree,  that  nothing  can  be  more  pains  which  bebng  to  these  several  tastes ; 
indeterminate.  but  then  the  po^r  of  distinguishing  between 
All  the  natural  powers  in  man,  which  I  the  natural  and  the  acquired  relish  remains  to 
know,  that  are  conversant  about  external  ob-  ^e  very  last.  A  man  frequently  comes  to  pro- 
jects, are  the  senses ;  the  imagination ;  and  for  die  taste  of  tobacco  to  that  of  sugar,  and 
the  judgment.  And  first  with  regard  to  the  the  flavour  oi  vinegar  to  that  of  milk ;  but  this 
senses.  We  do  and  we  must  suppose,  that  as  makes  no  confusion  in  tastes,  whilst  he  is 
the  conformation  of  their  organs  are  nearly  or  sensible  that  the  t(^)acco  and  vinegar  are  not 
altogether  the  same  in  all  men,  so  the  manner  sweet,  and  whilst  he  knows  that  habit  alone 
of  perceiving  external  objects  is  in  all  men  the  has  reconciled  his  palate  to  these  alien  plea- 
same,  or  with  little  difference.  Wo  are  satis-  sures.  Even  with  such  a  person  we  may 
Bed  Uiat  what  appears  to  be  light  to  one  eye,  speak,  and  with  sufficient  precision,  concern- 
appears  light  to  another;  that  what  seems  ing  tastes.  But  should  any  man  be  found  who 
sweet  to  one  palate,  is  sweet  to  another ;  that  declares,  that  to  him  tobacco  has  a  taste  like 
what  is  dark  and  bitter  to  this  man,  is  likewise  sugar,  and  that  he  cannot  distinguish  between 
dark  and  bitter  to  that ;  and  we  conclude  in  milk  and  vinegar ;  or  that  tobacco  and  vinegar 
the  same  manner  of  great  and  little,  hard  and  are  sweet,  milk  bitter,  and  sugar  sour ;  we  im- 
soft,  hot  and  coU,  rough  and  smooth ;  and  in-  mediately  conclude  that  the  organs  of  this  man 
fleed  of  all  the  natural  qualities  and  affections  are  out  of  order,  and  that  his  palate  is  utterly 
of  bodies.  If  we  suffer  ourselves  to  imagine,  vitia^.  We  are  as  far  from  conferring  with 
that  their  senses  present  to  different  men  dii^  such  a  person  upon  tastes,  as  fitxu  reasoning 
fercnt  images  of  things,  this  sceptical  proceed-  concerning  the  relations  of  quantity  with  one 
ing  will  make  every  sort  of  reasoning  on  every  who  sh(Mild  deny  that  all  the  parts  togethei 
subject  vain  and  frivolous,  even  that  sceptical  were  equal  to  the  whole.  We  do  not  call  a 
reasoning  itself  which  had  persuaded  us  to  man  of  this  kind  wrong  in  his  notions,  but  ab- 
entertain  a  dotibt  concerning  the  agreement  of  solotely  mad.  Exceptions  of  this  sort,  in 
our  perceptions.  But  as  there  will  be  little  either  way,  do  not  at  all  impeach  our  general 
doubt  that  bodies  present  similar  images  to  the  rule,  nor  make  us  conclude  that  men  have  va- 
whole  species,  it  must  necessarily  be  allowed,  rious  principles  concerning  the  relations  of 
that  the  pleasures  and  the  pains  which  every  quantity  or  the  taste  of  things.  So  that  when 
object  excites  in  one  man,  it  must  raise  in  all  it  is  said,  taste  cannot  be  disputed,  it  can  only 
mankind,  whilst  it  <^>erates,  naturally,  simply,  mean,  that  no  one  can  strictly  answer  what 
and  by  its  proper  powers  only ;  fi>r  if  we  deny  pleasure  or  pain  some  particular  man  may  find 
this,  we  must  imagine  that  the  same  cause  firom  the  taste  of  some  particular  thing.  This 
operating  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  subjects  indeed  cannot  be  disputed ;  but  we  may  dis* 
of  the  same  kind,  wiQ  produce  different  effects,  pute,  and  with  sufficient  clearness  too,  con* 
which  would  be  highly  absurd.  Let  us  first  coming  the  Ihings  which  are  naturally  ploas* 
eonsider  this  point  in  the  sense  of  taste,  and  ing  or  disagreedlile  to  the  sense.  But  whe« 
the  rather  as  the  &culty  in  question  has  taken  we  talk  of  any  peculiar  or  acquirecl  relish,  thei 
its  name  from  that  sense.  AU  men  are  agreed  we  must  know  the  habits,  the  prejudices,  or 
to  call  vinegar  sour,  honey  sweet,  and  aloes  the  distempers  of  this  particular  man,  and  wa 
bitter;  and  as  they  are  aU  agreed  in  finding  mustdraw our conclinion  from  those, 
these  qualities  in  those  objects,  they  do  not  in  This  agreement  of  mankind  is  not  confined 
rho  least  differ  concerning  their  ejects  with  to  tho  taste  solely.    The  principle  of  pleasnra 
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foired  from  tight  it  the  uune  in  all.    Light  it  regulate  their  feelings  and   opinions   b}    it. 

more  pleasing  than  darkness.    Summeri  when  Suppose  one  who  had  so  vitiated  Ms  palate  a* 

'ht  earth  is  clad  in  green,  when  the  heavens  to  take  more  pleasure  in  the  taste  of  opium 

ire  serene  and  bright,  is  more  agreeable  than  than  in  that  of  butter  or  honey,  to  be  present* 

viater,  when  every  thing  makes  a  different  ed  with  a  bolus  of  squills ;  there  is  hardly  any 

•ppearance.  I  never  remember  that  any  thing  doubt  but  that  he  would  prefer  the  butter  or 

beautiful,  whether  a  man,  a  beast,  a  bird,  or  a  honey  to  this  nauseous  morsel,  or  to  any  other 

pliDt,  was  ever  shewn,  though  it  were  to  an  bitter  drug  to  which  he  had  not  been  accus- 

'Mmdred  people,  that  they  did  not  all  immedi-  tomed ;  which  |nt>ve8  that  his  palate  was  na* 

itely  agree  that  it  was  beautiful,  though  some  turally  like  that  of  other  men  in  all  things,  that 

ni^  have  thought  that  it  fell  short  d*  their  it  is  still  like  the  palate  of  other  men  in  many 

sipectation,  or  that  other  things  were  still  things,  and  only  vitiated  in  some  particular 

fiasr.    I  believe  no  man  thinks  a  goose  to  be  points.    For  in  judging  of  any  new  thing, 

nore  beautiful  than  a  swan,  or  imagines  that  even  of  a  taste  similar  to  that  which  he  has 

wbat  they  call  a  Friezland  hen  exceb  a  pea-  been  formed  by  habit  to  like,  he  finds  his  palate 

cock.    It  must  be  observed  too,  that  the  plear-  affected  in  the  natural  manner,  and  on  the 

nres  of  the  sight  are  not  near  so  complicated,  common  principles.    Thus  the  pleasure  of  all 

ud  confused,  and  altered  by  unnatural  habits  the  senses,  of  the  sight,  and  even  of  the  taste, 

nd  associations,  as  the  pleasures  of  the  taste  that  most  ambiguous  of  the  senses,  is  the 

in ;  because  the  pleasures  of  the  sight  more  same  in  all,  high  and  low,  learned  and  un- 

connnonly  acquiesce  in  themselves;  and  are  learned. 

■ol  so  oAen  altered  by  considerations  which  Besides  the  ideas,  with  their  annexed  pains 

•re  indepoident  of  the  sight  itself.    But  things  and  pleasures,  which  are  presented  by  the 

do  not  spontaneously  present  themseves  to  the  sense  ;  the  mind  of  man  possesses  a  sort  of  cre- 

pilate  as  they  do  to  the  sight ;  they  are  gene-  ative  power  of  its  own ;  either  in  representing 

n&j  applied  to  it,  either  as  food  or  as  medi-  at  pleasure  the  iroag^  of  things  in  the  ordet 

cine ;  and  from  the  qualities  which  thsy  po»-  and  manner  in  which  they  were  received  by 

MS  for  nutritive  or  medicinal  purposes,  they  the  senses,  or  in  combining  those  images  in  a 

often  form  the  palate  by  degrees,  and  by  force  new  manner,  and  according   to    a  different 

of  theee  associations.    Thus  opium  is  pleas-  order.    This  power  is  called  imagination;  and 

iaf  to  Tiorks,  on  account  of  the  agreeable  de-  to  this  belongs  whatever  is  called  wit,  fancy, 

linnm  it  produces.    Tobacco  is  the  delight  of  invention,  and  the  like.    But  it  must  be  ob- 

Omchmen,  as  it  diffuses  a  torpor  and  pleasing  served,  that  this  power  of  the  imagination  is 

liapelactioD.     Fermented  spirits  please  our  incapiU>le  of  producing  any  thing  absolutely 

ffimmon  people,  because  they.banish  care,  and  new ;  it  can  only  vary  the  disposition  of  those 

ill  consideration  c(  future  or  present  evils,  ideas  which  it  has  received  from  the  senses. 

Ail  of  these  would  lie  absdutely  neglected  if  Now  the  imagination  is  the  most  extensive 

dieir  properties  had  originally  gone  no  further  province  of  pleasure  and  pain,  as  it  is  the  re- 

tkaa  the  taste ;  but  all  ti^ese,  together  with  tea  gion  of  our  fears  and  our  hopes,  and  of  all  our 

•nd  coffee,  and  some  other  things, have  passed  passions  that  are  connected  with  them;  and 

from  the  apothecary's  shop  to  our  tables,  and  whatever  is  calculated  to  affect  the  imagina- 

vere  taken  for  health  long  before  they  were  tion  with  these  commanding  ideas,  by  force  of 

thought  of  for  pleasure.     The  effect  of  the  any  original  natural  impression,  must  have  the 

drug  has  made  us  use  it  frequently ;  and  fre-  same  power  pretty  equally  over  all  men.    For 

qoeot  use,  combined  with  the  agreeable  effect,  since  the  imagination  is  only  the  representa* 

has  made  the  taste  itself  at  last  agreeable,  tion  of  the  senses,  it  can  only  be  pleased  or 

Bat  this  does  not  in  the  least  perplex  our  rear-  displeased  with  the  images,  firom  the  same 

soning ;  because  we  distinguish  to  the  last  the  principle  on  which  the  sense  is  pleased  or  dis- 

aoquired  from  the  natural  relish.    In  descri-  pleased  with  the  realities ;  and  consequently 

bing  the  taste  d*  an  unknown  fruit,  you  would  there  must  be  just  as  close  an  agreement  in  the 

aauceHj  say  that  it  had  a  sweet  aiid  pleasant  imaginations  as  in  the  senses  d*  men.    A  lit- 

flavoor  like  t<4>aoco,  opium,  or  garlic,  although  tie  attention  will  convince  us  that  this  must  of 

you  qioke  to  those  who  were  in  the  constant  necessity  be  the  case, 

■se  of  these  drugs,  and  had  great  pleasure  in  But  in  the  imagination,  besides  the  pain  or 

Aem.    There  is  in  all  men  a  sufficient  re-  pleasure  arising  from  the  propeties  of  the 

menbrance  of  the  original  natural  causes  of  natural  object,  a  pleasure  is  perceived  from 

pkasare,  to  enable  them  to  bring  all  things  o^  the  resemblance,  which  the  imitation  has  to 

fmifd  tm  their  eensss  to  that  standard,  and  to  the  original*  the  imagination,  I  concerve,  cti 
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have  DO  pleasure  but  what  remilta  from  one  or  their  knowledge  of  trie  thing!  represented  at 
.  other  of  these  causes.  And  these  causes  ope-  compared  extends.  The  principle  of  this 
rate  pretty  uniformly  upon  all  men,  because  knowledge  is  very  much  accidental,  as  it  da- 
they  operate  by  principles  in  nature,  and  which  pends  upon  experience  and  observation,  and 
are  not  deriveid  from  any  particular  habito  or  not  on  the  strength  or  weakness  of  any  naUMal 
advantages.  Mr.  Locke  very  justly  and  finely  ftculty ;  and  it  is  from  this  difference  in  knonp- 
observes  of  wit,  that  it  is  chiefly  convei^  ,  ledge,  that  what  we  commonly,  though  with  no 
fant  in  tracing  resemblances  :  he  remarics  great  exactness,  call  a  difference  in  taste  pto* 
at  the  same  time,  that  the  business  of  judg-  ceeds.  A  man  to  whom  sculpture  is  new,  sees 
ment  is  rather  in  finding  differences.  It  may  a  barber's  block,  or  some  ordinary  piece  of  sta* 
periiaps  appear,  on  this  supposition,  that  tnary ;  he  is  immediately  struck  and  pleased, 
there  is  no  material  distinction  between  the  wit  because  he  sees  something  like  an  human 
and  the  judgment,  as  they  both  seem  to  resuk  figure ;  and,  entirely  taken  up  with  this  lika- 
ftom  different  (^rations  of  the  same  faculty  ness,  he  does  not  at  all  attend  to  its  defects, 
of  comparir^.  But  in  reality,  whether  they  No  person,  I  believe,  at  the  first  time  of  seeing 
are  or  are  not  dependant  on  the  same  power  of  a  piece  of  imitation  ever  did.  Some  time 
the  mind,  they  differ  so  very  materially  in  many  after,  we  suppose  that  this  novice  lights  upon  a 
respects,  that  a  perfect  union  of  wit  and  judg-  more  artificial  work  oi  the  same  nature ;  he 
ment  is  one  d*  the  rarest  things  in  the  world,  now  begins  to  look  with  contempt  on  what  be 
When  two  distinct  objects  are  unlike  to  each  admired  at  first ;  not  that  he  admired  it  even 
other,  it  is  only  what  we  expect ;  things  are  in  then  for  its  unlikeness  to  a  man,  but  for  that 
their  common  way ;  and  therefore  they  make  general  though  inaccurate  resemblance  which 
no  impression  on  the  imagination :  but  when  it  bore  to  the  human  figure.  What  he  admired 
two  distinct  objects  have  a  resemblance,  we  are  at  different  times  in  these  so  different  figures,  w 
struck,  we  attend  to  them,  and  we  are  pleased,  strictly  the.  same ;  and  though  his  knowledge  ia 
The  mind  of  man  has  nlturally  a  far  greater  improved,  his  taste  is  not  altered.  Hitherto  his 
alacrity  and  satis&ction  in  tracing  resemblances  mistake  was  bota  a  want  d*  knowledge  in  art, 
than  in  searching  for  differences :  because  by  and  this  arose  from  his  inexperience;  but  he 
making  resemblances  we  produce  new  imagea ;  may  be  still  deficient  fitnn  a  want  of  knowledge 
we  unite,  we  create,  we  enlarge  our  stock ;  but  in  nature.  For  it  is  possible  that  the  man  in 
in  making  distinctions  we  offer  no  food  at  all  to  question  may  stop  here,  and  that  the  master- 
the  imagination ;  the  task  itself  is  more  severe  piece  of  a  great  hand  may  please  him  no  more 
and  iikammo,  and  what  pleasure  we  derive  fitxn  than  the  middling  performance  of  a  vulgar 
it  is  something  of  a  negative  and  indirect  nature,  artist ;  and  this  ix>t  for  want  of  better  or  h  igher 
A  piece  of  news  is  told  me  in  the  mohiing;  relish,  but  because  all  men  do  not  observe  with 
this,  merely  as  a  piece  of  news,  as  a  fact  added  sufficient  accuracy  on  the  human  figure  to  on- 
to my  stock,  gives  me  some  pleasure.  In  the  able  them  to  judge  properly  of  an  imitation  of  it. 
evening  I  find  there  was  nothing  in  it  What  And  that  the  critical  taste  does  not  depend 
do  I  gain  by  this,  but  the  dissatisfiMrtion  to  find  upon  a  superiour  principle  in  men,  but  upon 
that  I  have  been  imposed  upon  ?  Hence  it  is  superiour  knowledge,  may  appear  from  several 
t&X  men  are  much  more  naturally  inclined  to  instances.  The  story  of  the  antient  painter 
belief  than  to  incredulity.  And  it  is  upoa  this  and  the  shoetnaker  is  very  well  known.  The 
principle,  that  the  most  ignorant  and  barbarous  shoemaker  set  the  painter  right  with  regard  to 
nations  have  fivquently  exceDed  in  similitudes,  some  mistakes  he  had  made  in  the  shoe  of  one 
comparisons,  metaphors,  and  allegories,  who  of  his  figmes,  and  which  the  painter,  who  had 
have  been  weak  and  backward  in  distinguish-  not  made  such  accurate  observatitMis  on  shoes, 
ing  and  sorting  their  ideas.  And  it  is  for  a  and  was  content  with  a  general  resemblance, 
reason  of  this  kind,  that  Homer  and  the  orien-  had  nevor  observed.  But  this  was  no  impeach 
tal  writers,  though  very  fond  of  similitudes,  and  ment  to  the  taste  of  the  painter ;  it  only  shew 
though  they  often  strike  out  such  as  are  truly  ed  some  want  of  knowledge  in  the  art  of 
admirable,  seldom  take  care  to  have  them  making  shoes.  Let  us  imagine,  that  an  analo 
exact ;  that  is,  they  are  taken  with  the  general  mist  had  come  into  the  painter's  working  room, 
resemblance,  they  paint  it  strongly,  and  they  His  piece  is  in  general  well  done,  the  figure  la 
take  no  notice  of  the  difference  which  may  b«  question  in  a  gMid  attitude,  and  the  parts  w^l 
found  between  the  things  compared.  adjusted  to  their  various  movements ;  yet  tho 
Now,  as  the  pleasure  of  resemblance  is  that  anatomist,  critical  in  his  art,  may  observe  the 
which  principally  flatters  the  imagination,  all  swell  of  some  muscle  not  quite  just  in  the  po 
men  are  nearly  equal  in  this  point,  as  for  as  cultar  aetioii  of  the  figure.   Here  the  anato 
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obtobnrref  wfait  die  painter  had  not  obeerr*  the'coaat  of  Bohemia:  wltoUy  taken  up  with 

id*  andiiepaanibj  wfaattheehoeoakerhad  ao  iatereitmf  an  erent,  and  only  eolicitoafl  fer 

NBtfkad.     But  a  want  of  the  lait  critical  the  fiue  of  hie  hero,  he  ia  not  in  the  leaal 

kaofwledge  in  anatomy  no  more  relleoted  on  the  troubled  at  this  extraragant  btmider.    For  why 

■tond  good  taflte  of  the  painter,  or  oT  aay  AouM  he  be  shocked  at  a  ihipwreck  on  the 

obaenrer  of  hie  piece,  than  the  want  coast  of  Bohemia,  who  does  not  know  but  that 


of  an  exact  knowledge  in  the  formation  of  a  Bohemia  may  be  an  island  in  the  Atlantie 

dM.    Afine  piece  (^a  decollated  head  of  St.  ocean?  and  afterall,  what  reflection  is  this  on 

John  the  Baptist  was  shewn  to  a  Turkish  em«  the  natural  good  taste  of  the  person  here 

perour;  he  praised  many  things,  but  he  observed  supposed? 

«as  ddbct ;  he  obserred  that  Uie  skin  did  not        So  far  then  as  taste  belongs  to  the  itnugim 

Arink  from  the  woundM  part  of  the  neck,  tion,  its  principle  is  tfaesame  m  all  men ;  there 

The  saltan  on  this  occasion,  thoo^^  his  obser-  is  no  difference  in  the  manner  of  their  being 

ntioQ  was  Tery  just,  discovered  no  morona-  afiected,  nor  in  the  causes  of  the  affection; 

Ural  taste  than  tfie  painter  who  executed  this  but  in  the  degree  there  is  a  difference,  which 

piece,  or  than  a  thousand  European  connoia-  arises  from  two  causes  principally ;  either  from 

Mvs,  who  probably  never  vrould  have  made  a  greater  degree  of  natural  sensibility,  or  from 

ike  same  observation.    His  Turkish  majesty  a  doeer  and  longer  attention  to  the  object.   To 

bd  indeed  been  well  acquainted  with  that  ter-  iOustrate  this  by  the  procedure  of  the  senses, 

riUe  qiectade,  which  the  others  could  only  in  which  the  same  difference  is  found,  let  us 

hve  represented  in  their  imagination.    (^  suppose  a  very  smooth  marble  table  to  be  set 

Ike  sobject  of  their  dislike  there  is  a  difference  before  two  men ;  they  both  perceive  it  to  be 

bttween  all  theae  people,  arismg  firom  the  dif>  smooth,  and  they  are  both  pleased  with  it  be> 

6ml  kinds  and  degrees  of  their  knowledge ;  cause  of  this  quality.   So  frurthey  agree.   But 

hot  (here  ia  something  in  common  to  the  pain-  suppose  another,  and  after  that  anoUier  table, 

Iv,  the  shoemaker,  the  anatomist,  and  the  Tur-  the  latterstiD  smoother  than  the  former,  to  be 

kbiii  emperoor,  the  pleasure  arising  from  a  na-  set  before  them.    It  is  now  very  probable  that 

Ion]  object,  ao  for  as  each  perceives  it  jushy  these  men,  who  are  so  agreed  upon  what  is 

nutated  ,  the  satisfaction  in  seeing  an  agree-  smooth,  and  in  the  pleasure  fixnn  thence,  win 

able  figure ;  die  sympathy  proceeding  from  a  disagree  when  they  come  to  settle  vrhich  taUe 

Uriking  and  afiecting  incident.   So  far  as  taste  has  die  advantage  in  point  of  polish.    Here  is 

ii  oatoral,  it  is  near^  common  to  all.  indeed  the  great  difllerence  between  tastes, 

in  poeby,  and  other  pieces  of  imagination,  vidien  men  come  to  compare  the  excessor  dimi- 

ihs  saasa  parity  may  be  observed.    It  is  true,  nutioo  of  things  which  are  judged  by  degreo 

that  one  man  is  dianned  with  Don  BeDianis,  and  not  by  measure.    Nor  is  it  easy,  vvher 

sad  reads  Virgil  cokUy :    vdiilst  another  is  audi  a  difference  arises,  to  setde  the  point,  it 

tmsported  yinm  the  Eneid,  and  leayes  Don  the  excess  or  diminution  be  not  glaring.    If  wa 

^^«**«**«  to  chikhren.    These  two  men  seem  differ  in  opinion  about  two  quantities,  we  can 

to  hava  a  taste  very  different  from  each  other ;  have  recourse  to  a  common  measure,  which 

bat  m  hex  they  difier  very  litde.   In  both  diese  may  decide  the  question  with  the  utmost  ex- 

piscwi,  which  inspire  swA  opposite  sentiments,  actness;  and  this,  I  take  it,  is  what  gives 

a  tale  eaeiting  admhration  is  told ;  both  are  fbfl  mathematical  knowledge  a  greater  certainty 

flf  aetkn,  both  are  passionate ;  in  both  are  voy-  than  any  odier.   But  in  things  whose  excess  ia 

ya,  battles,  triumphs,  and  continual  changea  not  judged  by  greater  or  smaller,  as  smoothness 

foftmie.    The  admirer  of  Don  Beflianis  and  ro«^|hness,  hardness  and  softness,  darkness 

psrfaaps  does  not  understand  the  refined  Ian-  and  light,  the  shades  of  colours,  all  these  are 

mge  of  the  Eneid,  vrho,  if  it  was  degraded  very  easily  distinguished  when  the  difference 

Mo  the  style  of  the  Pilgrim's  Progress,  might  is  anyway  considerable,  but  not  when  it  is 

foel  it  in  iJ]  its  energy,  on  the  same  principle  minute,  for  want  oi  some  common  measures, 

which  made  him  an  admirer  of  Don  BeAianis.  which  perhaps  may  never  come  to  be  dis- 

In  his  fiivourite  antHor  he  is  not  shocked  covered.    In  these  nice  cases,  supposing  the 

#ith  the  continual  breaches  of  probability,  acuteness  of  the  sense  equal,  the   greater 

dM  ooofiision  of  times,  the  offences  against  attention  and  habit  in  such  things  will  have  tha 

amaners,  the  tramplitig  upon  geography;  for  advantage.    In  the  question  about  die  taUea, 

ha  knows  nothing  of  ge<^raphy  and  chronologyi  the  nlkri>le-polisher  will  unquestionably  de» 

and  he  has  never  examined  the  grounds  cf  pro-  termlne  the  most  accturately.    But  notwidi* 

kaUlity.    He  perhaps  reads  of  a  shipwreck  on  standing  this  want  of  a  common  measure  for 
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Mttling  many  disputes  relative  to  the  senses,  thereibre  there  is  a  sufficient  fouDfdatioo  ioc  « 

and  their  representative  the  imagination,  ws  conclusive  reasoning  on  these  matters, 
find  that  the  principles  are  the  same  in  all,  and        Whilst  we  consider  taste  merely  according 

that  there  is  no  disagreement  until  we  come  to  to  its  nature  and  species,  we  shall  find  its  prin- 

examine  into  the  pre-eminence  or  difference  of  chiles  entirely  uniform;  but    the  degree  in 

things,  which  brings  us  within  the  province  of  which  these  principles  prevail,  in  the  several 

the  judgment.  individuals  of  mankind,  is  altogether  as  differ 

So  Iraig  as  we  are  conversant  with  the  sen-  ent  as  the  principles  tfiemselvea  are  similar* 

sible  qualities  of  things,  hardly  any  more  than  For  sensibility  aiid  judgment,  which  are  the 

the  imaginati<»i  seems  concerned ;  little  more  qualities  that  compose  what  we  commonly  call 

also  thui  the  imagination  seems  c<»icemed  a  tcuUf  vary  exceedingly  in  various  people. 

vfhea  the  passions  are  represented,  because  by  From  a  defect  in  the  Ikrmer  of  these  qualities, 

the  force  of  natural  sympathy  they  are  felt  in  arises  a  want  of  taste  ;  a  weakness  in  the  lai» 

all  men  without  any  recourse  to  reasoning,  and  ter,  constitutes  a  wrong  or  a  bad  one.    There 

their  justnesa  recognised  in  every  breast.  Love,  arc  some  men  formed  with  feelings  so  blunt, 

grief,  fear,  anger,  joy,  all  these  passions  have  with  tempers  so  cold  and  phlegmatic,  that  they 

m  their  turns  iSeiAed  every  mind ;  and  they  do  can  hardly  be  said  to  he  a\«*ake  during  the 

not  affect  it  in  an  arbitrary  or  casual  manner,  whole  course  of  their  lives.    Upon  such  per> 

but  upon  certain,  natural,  and  uniform  prin-  sons  the  most  striking  objects  make  but  a  (aini 

ciples.    But  as  many  of  the  works  of  imagi-  and  obscure  impression.    There  are  others  so 

nation  are  not  confined  to  the  representation  of  continually  in  the  agitation  of  gross  and  merely 

nensibleobjects,  nor  to  efforts  upon  the  passions,  sensual  pleasures,  or  so  occupied  in  the  low 

but  extend  themselves  to  the  manners,  the  cha-  drudgery  of  avarice,  or  so  heated  in  the  chace 

racters,  the  actions,  and  designs  of  men,  their  of  honours  and  distinction,  that  their  minds, 

relations,  their  virtues  and  vices,  they  come  which  had  been  used  continually  to  the  storms 

within  the  province  of  the  judgment,  which  is  of  these  violent  and  tempestuous  passions,  can. 

improved   by  attention  and  by  the  habit  of  hardly  be  put  in  motion  by  the  delicate  and  re» 

reasoning.    All  these  make  a  very  consider-  fined  play  of  the  imagination.    These  men, 

able  part  of  what  are  considered  as  the  ob-  though  from  a  different  cause,  become  as  stupid 

jects  of  taste ;  and  Horace  sends  us  to  the  and  insensible  as  the  former ;  but  whenever 

schoob  of  philosophy  and  the  world  for  our  either  of  these  happen  to  be  struck  with  any 

instruction  in  them.    Whatever  certainty  is  natural  elegance  or  greatness,  or  with  these 

to  be  acquired  in  morality  and  the  science  of  qualities  in  any  work  of  art,  they  are  moved 

life ;  just  the  same  degree  of  certainty  have  we  upon  the  same  principle, 
in  what  relates  to  them  in  the  works  of  imita-         The  cause  of  a  wrong  taste  is  a  defect  of 

tion.   Indeed  it  is  for  the  most  part  in  our  skill  judgment.    And  this  may  arise  from  a  natural 

in  manners,  and  in  the  observances  of  time  and  weakness  of  understanding,  (in  whatever  the 

place,  and  of  decency  in  general,  which  is  strengthof  that  &culty  may  consist,)  or,  which 

only  to  be  learned  in  those  schools,  to  which  is  much  ukh^  commonly  the  case,  it  may  arise 

Horace  recommends  us,  that  what  is  called  fhnn  a  want  of  proper  and  well-directed  exer- 

taste,  by  way  of  distinction,  consists;  and  cise,  which  alone  can  make  it  strong  and  relidy. 

which  is  in  reality  no  other  than  a  more  refined  Besides  that  ignorance,  inattention,  prejudice, 

judgment.    On  the  whole,  it  oi^ears  to  me,  rashness,  levity,  obstinacy,  in  short,  all  those 

that  what  is  called  taste,  in  its  most  general  passions,  and  aU  those  vices,  which  pervert  the 

acceptation,  is  not  a  simple  idea,  but  is  partly  judgment  in  other  matters,  prejudice  it  no  less 

made  up  of  a  perception  of  the  primary  plea-  in  this  its  more  refined  and  elegant  province, 

sures  of  sense,  of  the  secondary  pleasures  of  These  causes  produce  different  opinions  upon 

the  imagination,  and  of  the  conclusions  of  the  every  thing  which  is  an  object  of  the  under^ 

reasoning  faculty,  concerning  the  various  rela-  standing,  without  inducing  us  to  suppose  that 

tions  of  these,  and  concerning  the    human  there  are  no  settled  principles  of  reason.   And 

passions,  manners,  and  actions.    AU  this  is  indeed  on  the  v^ole  one  may  observe,  that 

requisite  to  form  taste,  and  the  ground-work  of  there  is  rather  less  difference  upon  matters  oi 

all  these  is  the  same  in  the  human  mind ;  for  as  taste  am(»g  mankind,  than  upon  most  of  those 

the  senses  are  the  great  originals  ofall  our  ideas,  which  depend  upon  the  naked  reason;  and 

and  consequently  of  all  our  pleasures,  if  they  that  men  are  far  better  agreed  on  the  excellei>ce 

are  not   uncertain  and  arbitrary,  the  whole  of  a  description  in  Virgil,  than  on  the  truth  or 

ground-work  of  taste  is  commoQ  to  all,  and  fidsehood  of  a  theory  of  Aristotle. 
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A  roctitudt)  oT  jtiJgineDt  in  the  arts,  which  those  minds.    The  most  powerful  effects  of 

nay  be  called   i  good  taste,  does  in  a  great  poetry  and  music  have  been  di^layed,  and 

BMtsore  depend  upon  sensibility ;  because  if  perhaps  are  Still  displayed,  where  these  arts 

dn  mind  has  no  bent  to  the  pleasures  of  the  are  but  in  a  very  low  and  imperfect  state.    The 

HHgiiutian,  it  will  never  apply  itself  suffi-  rude  hearer  is  affected  by  the  principles  which 

ckotlj  to  works  of  that  species  to  acquire  a  operate  in  these  arts  even  in  their  rudest  con- 

eoBpeteot  knowledge  in  them.    But,  though  dition;  and  he  is  not  skilful  enough  to  perceive 

I  Jegreo  of  sensibility  is  requisite  to  form  a  the  defects.  But  as  arts  advance  towards  their 

|wd  judgment,  yet  a  good  judgment  does  not  perfection,  tho  science  of  criticism  advances 

BecesarUy  arise  from  a  quick  sensibility  of  with  equal  pace,  and  the  pleasure  of  judges  is 

pleasure ;  it  (rcquintly  happens  that  a  very  poor  frequently  interrupted  by  the  faults  which  aro 

pd^f  merely  by  force  of  a  greater  coroplexional  discovered  in  the  most  finished  compositions. 
Koiibility,  is  more  afi*ected  by  a  very  poor  piece,        Before  I  leave  this  subject,  I  cannot  hdp 

tiaathe  best  judge  by  the  most  perfect ;  for  as  taking  notice  of  on  opinion  which  many  per- 

tttrj  thing  new,  extraordinary,  grand,  or  pas-  sons  entertain,  as  if  the  taste  wero^  separate 

nooate,  is  well  calculated  to  affect  such  a  per-  faculty  of  the  mind,  and  distinct  from  the  judg- 

no,  ind  that  tho  fiiults  do  not  affect  him,  his  ment  and  imagination  ;  a  species  of  instinct,  by 

pietsiire  is  more  pure  and  unmixed ;  and  as  it  is  which  we  are  struck  naturally,  and  at  the  first 

aerely  a  pleasure  of  the  imagination,  it  is  much  glance,  without  any  previous  reasoning,  with 

Iti^  than  any  which  b  derived  from  a  recti-  the  excellencies,  or  the  defects  of  a  composition, 

tode  of  the  judgment ;  the  judgment  is  for  the  So  far  as  the  imagination  and  the  passions  are 

greuer  part  employed  in  throwing  stumbling-  concerned,  I  believe  it  true,  that  the  reason  is 

bbcb  in  the  way  of  the  imagination,  in  dis-  Utile  consulted ;  but  where  disposition,  where 

tiptting  the  scenes  of  its  enchantment,  and  in  decorum,  where  congruity  ore  concerned,  in 

^  us  down  to  the  disagreeable  yoke  of  our  short,  wherever  the  best  taste  differs  from  the 

Rtsoo  :for  almont  the  only  pleasure  that  we  have  worst,  I  am  convinced  that  the  understanding 

iijodgiog  better  than  others,  consists  in  a  sort  operates  and  nothing  else :  and  its  operation  is 

tfooQscious  pride  and  superiority,  which  arises  in  reality  far  from  being  always  sudden,  or, 

Irom  thinking  rightly ;  but  then,  this  is  an  indi-  when  it  is  sudden,  it  is  oflen  far  from  being 

"Kt  pleasure,  a  pleasure  which  does  not  imme-  ri^t.    Men  of  the  best  taste  by  consideration 

^iy  result  from  the  object  which  is  under  come  frequently  to  change  these  early  and 

ttotemplatioa.    In  the  morning  of  our  days,  precipitate  judgments,  which  the  mind,  from 

viico  the  semes  are  unworn  and  tender,  when  its  aversion  to  neutrality  and  doubt  loves  to 

ibe  whole  man  is  awake  in  every  part,  and  the  form  on  the  spot.    It  is  known  that  the  taste 

glosi  of  oovdty  (resh  upon  all  the  objects  that  (whatever  it  is)  is  improved  exactly  as  we  im- 

nroaad  us,  how  lively  at  that  time  are  our  prove  our  judgment,  by  extending  our  know- 

■nntioos,  but  how  false  and  inaccurate  the  ledge,  by  a  steady  attention  to  our  object,  and 

jodgmeois  we  form  ofthings?  I  despair  of  ever  by  fi'equent  exercise.    They  who  have  not 

raceiviiig  the  same  degree  of  pleasure  from  the  taken  these  methods,  if  their  taste  decides 

aottexnOent  performances  oif  genius,  which  I  quickly,  U  is  alH^}'s  uncertainly;  and  their 

Ml  at  thai  age  from  pieces  which  my  present  quickness  is  owiiig  to  theii  presumption  and 

JB^nent  regards  as  trifling  and  ccmtemptible.  rashness,  and  not  to  any  hidden  irradiation  that 

Every  trivial  cause  of  pleasure  is  apt  to  affect  in  a  moment  dispels  all  darkness  from  their 

dieiBao  of  too  sanguine  a  complexion:  hit  ap-  minds.    But  they  who  iuive  cultivated  that 

petite  is  too  keen  to  suffer  his  taste  to  be  deli-  species  of  knowledge  which  makes  the  object 

cats ;  and  he  is  in  all  respects  what  Ovid  says  of  taste,  by  degrees  and  habitually  attain  not 

ti  himself  in  bve,  only  a  soundness,  but  a  readiness  of  judgment, 

as  men  do  by  the  same  methods  on  all  other 

M<^  meum  levibus  cor  est  violabile  tells,  occasions.    At  first  they  are  obliged  to  spell, 

Et  temper  causa  est,  cur  ego  semper  amem*  but  at  last  they  read  with  ease  and  with  ce- 
lerity, but  this  celerity  of  its  operation  is  no 

One  of  this  character  can  nevsr  be  a  refined  pro(/,  that  the  taste  is  a  distinct  faculty.    No- 

jndge ;  never  what  the  comic  poet  caXisdegant  body,  I  believe,  has  attended  the  course  of  a 

^  mm  urn  ^)€ttaior.   The  excellence  and  force  discussion,  which  turned  upon  matters  within 

cf  a  cocnposition  roust  always  be  imperfectly  the  sphere  of  mere  naked  reason,  but  must  have 

^■*«"n*'*d  firom  its  effect  on  the  minds  of  any,  observed  the  extreme  readiness  with  which  the 

saeepC  we  know  the  temper  and  character  of  whole  process  of  the  argument  is  carried  OBr 


44  INTRODnCTlON. 

the  grounds  diteovered,  the  objectioiii  raiwd        This  matter  might  be  pursued  modi  fu^ 

and  answered  and  the  oonclosions  drawn  from  ther ;  but  it  is  not  the  extent  of  the  subject 

premises,  with  a  quickness  ahogether  as  great  whidi  must  prescribe  our  bounds,  Sxr  what 

as  the  taste  can  be  supposed  to  work  with  ;  subject  does  not  branch  out  to  infinity  ?  it 

and  jet  where  nodibg  but  plain  reason  either  is  is  the  nature  of  our  particular  scheme,  and 

or  canbe  suspected  to  operate.    To  multiply  the  single  point  of  Tiew  in  which  we  ooo- 

principlesfbr«Terydiffisi«atappeaimnoe,isiise»  sider  it,  which  oog^t  to  put  a  stop  to  our  fa 
IsiB.  ukI  onphiloiopbicaltootii  a  high  degree. 


PHILOSOPHICAL  INQUIRY 


ISTO  THB 


ORIGIN  OF  OUR  IDEAS  OF  THE  SUBLIME  AKD  BEAUTIFliU 


PART  Iw— SECTION  I.  liarity.    Some  degree  of  noreltj  must  be  coe 

of  the  materials  in  ereiy  instnmMiit  ythkh 

HOTELTT.  works  upoQ  the  mind;  and  cariosity  blends 

itself  more  or  less  with  all  oar  passions. 
Tbs  6rst  and  the  simplest  emotion  which  we 

hoover  m  the  human  inind,  is  Curiosity.   Bj  ^— 
(viositf  I  mean  whatever  desire  we  have  fori 

« wliatever  pleasure  we  take  in,  novelty.  We  SECTION  IL 
M  difldren  perpetually  running  from  place  to 

piaca  to  hunt  out  something  new :  they  catch  pair  akd  plxasube. 
with  great  eagerness,  anff  with  very  little 

dnioe,  at  whatever  comes  before  them ;  their  It  seems  then  necessary  towards  moving  the 

ttteniion  is  engaged  by  every  thing,  because  passions  of  people  advanosd  in  life  to  any  con- 

enery  thing  has,  in  that  stage  of  life,  the  charm  sideraUe  degree,  that  the  objects  designed  for 

of  novelty  to  recommend  iL  But  as  those  things  that  purpose,  besides  their  being  in  some  mea* 

which  engage  us  merely  by  their  novelty,  cannot  sure  new,  should  be  capaUe  of  exciting  pain  or 

ittich  us  for  any  length  of  time,  curiosity  is  the  pleasure  from  other  causes.  Pain  and  pleasure 

BMtsuper6cial  of  all  the  affections;  it  changes  are  single  ideas,  incapable  of  definition.  Peo> 

in  object  perpetually ;  it  has  an  appetite  which  pie  are  not  liable  to  be  mistaken  in  their  feelings, 

ii  very  sharp,  but  very  easily  satisfied ;  and  it  but  they  are  very  frequently  wrong  in  the  names 

hu  ihvays  an  appearance  of  giddiness,  rest-  they  give  them,  and  in  their  reasonings  about 

ksmesB  and  anxiety.  Curiosity,  from  its  nature,  them.    Many  are  of  opinion,  that  painariMS 

ii  a  very  active  princif^e ;  it  quickly  rtms  over  necessarily  fi'om  the  removal  of  some  pleasure ; 

ihs  greatest  part  of  its  objects,  and  soon  ex-  as  they  think  pleasure  does  from  the  ceasing  oi 

hsosts  the  variety  which  is  commonly  to  be  met  diminution  of  SMne  pain.    For  my  part,  I  am 

vidi  in  nature ;  the  same  things  make  frequent  rather  inclined  to  imagine,  that  pain  and  plear 

Ktoros,  and  they  return  with  leas  and  less  of  sure,  in  their  most  simple  and  natural  manner 

a^  agreeable  effect.  In  short,  the  occurrences  of  affecting,  are  each  of  a  positive  nature,  and 

sf  life,  by  the  time  we  come  to  know  it  a  little,  by  no  means  necessarily  dq>endent  oo  each 

wsaid  be  iarapahie  of  affecting  the  mind  with  (rther  &r  their  existence.    The  human  mind  is 

tmf  o^er  sensations  than  those  of  k)athingand  often,  and  I  think  it  is  for  the  most  part,  in  a 

wearioeB,  if  many  things  were  not  adapted  to  state  neither  of  pain  nor  pleasure,  iithich  I  call 

•fleet  the  mind  by  means  of  other  powers  be-  a  state  of  indifference.    When  I  am  carried 

sides  novelty  in  them,  and  of  other  passions  from  this  state  into  a  state  of  actual  pleasure, 

pssides  curiosity  in  ourselves.    These  powers  it  does  not  appear  necevary  that  I  shoukl  pass 

and  passions  shall  be  considered  in  their  place,  throu^themediumof  any  sort  of  pain.    If  in 

But  whatever  these  powers  are,  or  open  what  such  a  state  of  indifference,  or  ease,  or  tran- 

priacipU  soever  thsy  affect  the  miiid,  it  is  quillity,  or  call  it  what  you  please,  you  were 

absolfltoly  necessary  that  they  should  not  be  to  be  suddenly  entertained  with  a  concert  of 

eiMrted  in  thos»  things  which  a  daihr  and  vnlgar  music;  or  suppose  some  object  of  a  fine  shapo, 

■•  have  brought  into  a  stale  imaflerting  fami  and  bright  lively  colours,  to  be  presented  bsfers 
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you  r  imagine  your  smell  is  gratified  with  the  pain  and  pleasure  are  not  <m\y  not  necessarily 
firagi  jce  of  a  rose ;  or  if  without  any  previous  dependent  for  their  existence  on  their  mutual 
thirst  you  were  to  drink  of  some  pleasant  kind  diminution  or  removal,  but  that,  in  reality,  the 
of  wine,  or  to  taste  of  some  sweetmeat  without  diminution  or  ceasing  of  pleasure  does  not 
being  hungry ;  in  all  the  several  senses,  of  operate  like  positive  pain ;  and  that  the  re* 
hearing,  smelling,  and  tasting,  you  undoubtedly  rooval  or  diminution  ci*  pain,  in  its  effect,  hai 
find  a  pleasure ;  yet  if  I  inquire  into  the  state  very  little  resemblance  to  positive  pleasure.* 
of  your  miqd  previous  to  these  gratifications,  The  former  of  these  propositions  will,  I  believe, 
you  will  hardly  tell  me  that  they  found  you  in  be  much  more  readily  allowed  than  the  latter ; 
any  kind  of  pain ;  or,  having  satisfied  these  because  it  is  very  evident  that  pleasure  when 
several  senses  with  their  several  pleasures,  will  it  has  run  its  career,  sets  us  down  very  nearly 
you  say  that  any  pain  has  succeeded,  thoufh  where  it  found  us.  Pleasure  of  every  kind 
the  pleasure  is  absolutely  over?  Suppose,  on  quickly  satisfies;  and  when  it  is  over,  we  re- 
the  other  hand,  a  man  in  the  same  state  of  in«  lapse  into  indifference,  or  rather  we  fall  into  a 
difference,  to  receive  a  violent  blow,  or  to  drink  soft  tranquillity,  which  is  tinged  with  the  agree- 
of  some  bitter  potion,  or  to  have  his  ears  wound-  able  colour  of  the  former  sensation.  I  own  it 
ed  with  some  harsh  and  grating  sound ;  here  is  is  not  at  first  view  so  apparent,  that  the  removal 
no  removal  of  pleasure ;  and  yet  here  is  felt,  of  a  great  pain  do<^  not  resemble  positive  plea- 
in  every  sense  which  is  affected,  a  pain  very  sure;  but  let  us  recollect  in  what  state  we  have 
distinguishable.  It  may  be  said,  perhaps,  that  found  our  minds  upon  escaping  some  imminent 
the  pain  in  these  cases  had  its  rbe  from  the  danger,  or  on  being  released  from  the  severity 
removal  of  the  pleasure  which  the  man  enjoyed  of  some  cruel  pain.  We  have  on  such  occa- 
bcfure,  though  that  pleasure  was  of  so  low  a  sions  found,  if  I  am  not  much  mistaken^  the 
degree  as  to  be  perceived  only  by  the  removal,  temper  of  our  minds  in  a  tenour  very  remote 
But  this  seems  to  me  a  subtilty,  that  is  not  from  that  which  attends  the  presence  of  posi- 
discoverable  in  nature.  For  if,  previous  to  the  tive  pleasure:  we  have  found  them  in  a  state 
pain,  I  do  not  feel  any  actual  pleasure,  I  have  of  much  sobriety,  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
no  reason  to  judge  that  any  such  thing  exists ;  awe,  in  a  sort  ^  tranquillity  shadowed  with 
since  pleasure  is  only  pleasure  as  it  is  felt,  horrour.  The  fashion  of  the  countenance  and 
The  same  may  be  said  of  pain,  and  with  equal  the  gesture  of  the  body  on  such  occasions  is  so 
reason.  I  can  never  persuade  myself  that  plea-  correspondent  to  this  state  of  mind,  that  any 
sure  and  pain  are  mere  relations,  which  can  person,  a  stranger  to  tlie  cause  of  the  appear- 
only  e.xist  as  they  are  contrasted ;  but  I  think  I  ance,  would  ralher  judge  us  under  some  con- 
can  diaoem  clearly  that  there  are  positive  pains  stemation,  than  in  the  enjoyment  of  any  thing 
and  pleasures,  which  do  not  at  all  depend  upon  like  positive  pleasure, 
each  other.    Nothing  is  more  certain  to  my 

own  feelings  than  this.   There  is  nothing  which  Us  ^  orav  awi^  artf  wvKtvn  Xa^^,  ovr*  tvt  irarpii 

I  can  distinguish  in  my  mind  with  more  clear-  ♦*""«  KaraKrttvaij  aWov  eltKcro  iriftovj 

ness  than  the  three  states,  of  indifference,  of  ^^f^^  *f  atpvuov,  ^an0o,  6'  «%"  "wpwvraf . 
pleasure,  and  of  pain.    Every  one  of  these  I  Iuad.  34. 

can  perceive  without  any  scNrt  of  idea  of  its  .      .  ^      ^  .         ,l.       . 

...i.*:^«  frv  — „  ♦»,:.,-  -I--     r".;.,-  ;.  mtni^^A  ^  ^»®"  a  wretch,  who,  conscious  of  his  crime, 

relation  to  any  thing  else.    Caius  is  afflicted  p„„ued  for  murdir  from  his  naUve  clime, 

withafitofthecholic;  this  man  is  actually  ui  Just  gains  some  fronUer,  breathless,  pale, 

pain ;  stretch  Caius  upon  the  rack,  he  will  feel  amaz'd ; 

a  much  greater  pain :  but  does  this  pain  of  the  ^^  «*2«»  ^^  wonder ! 

rack  arise  fix>m  the  removal  of  any  pleasure  ?„,..,. 

or  is  the  fit  of  the  cholic  a  pleasure  or  a  pain  ^^^  striking  appearance  of  the  man  whom 

ius!  as  we  are  pleased  to  consider  it  ?  Homer  supposes  to  have  just  escaped  an  im- 
minent danger,  the  sort  of  mixed  passion  of 

^^^__  terrour  and  surprise,  with  which  he  affects  the 

spectators,  paints  very  strongly  the  manner  in 

SECTION  III.  which  we  find  ourselves  affected  upon  occasions 

any  way  similar.    For  when  we  have  suffered 

THI  DiiTKiiKircE  BETWEEV  THE  KEMOTAL        ♦  Mr.  Locke  [Essay  on  Human  Understand- 

OF  PAIR  AND  POiiTXTE  PLEASUBE.  luf ,  1. 11.  c  30.  sect  16.]  thinks  that  the  removal 

or  lessening  of  a  pain  is  considered  andoperater 

w»  .I..11  Mrr«  #!.;<■  nMwwMWir^n  ««*  <.  mt^n  ■*  *  pieasufe,  and  the  loss  or  diminishins  of 

We  sh^carry  this  pioposiUon  yet  a  step  ,^„»;^^  as  a  pain.    It  is  this  opinion  whicfi  we 

{krther.    We  shall  ventnre  to  propose,  that  consider  here. 
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mm  any  violent  emotioiii  dit  mind  naturally  the  same  general  title.  Wbeneterlhaveocca- 

ooBtiuues  in  something  like  die  same  condition,  sion  to  speak  of  this  species  of  relative  pleasure, 

lAer  the  cause  which  firat  produced  ithas  ceased  I  call  it  Delight;  and  I  shall  take  the  best  care 

Is  operate.     The  tossing  of  the  sea  remains  I  can,  to  use  that  word  in  no  other  sense.    I 

aftertbe  storm ;  and  when  this  remain  of  horrour  am  satisfied  the  word  is  not  commonly  used  in 

bs  entirely  mbrided, all  the  passion,  which  the  this  appropriated  signification;  but  I  thought 

iocidcnt  raised,  subsides  along  with  it ;  and  it  better  to  take  up  a  word  already  known,  and 

ths  mind  returns  to  its  usual  state  of  indiffer-  to  limit  its  signification,  than  to  introduce  a 

mce.    In  short,  pleasure,  (I  mean  any  thing  new  one,  whic^  wouki  dot  perhaps  incorporate 

sitber  in  the  inward  sensation,  or  in  the  out-  so  well  with  the  language.   I  shoukl  never  have 

ward  appearance,  like  pleasure  from  a  positive  presumed  the  least  alteration  in  our  words,  ii 

CUM,)  has  never,  I  imagine,  its  origin  firom  the  nature  of  the  language,  firamed  for  the  pur> 

(be  removal  of  pain  or  danger.  poses  of  business  raSier  than  thspe  of  philoso 

phy,  and  the  nature  of  my  subject,  that  leads 

■  me  out  of  the  common  track  of  discourse,  did 

not  in  a  manner  necessitate  me  to  it.    I  shaD 

SECTION  lY.  make  use  of  this  liberty  ^ith  all  possible  cau- 

tion.    As  I  make  use  of  tho  word  Delight  tc 

•r  DSUGBT  AMD  PLEASURE  AS  OPi  osED  TO  ezpress  the  sensation  which  accompanies  the 

EACH  OTHER.  removal  of  pain  or  danger;  so  when  I  speak 

of  positive  pleasure,  I  ^all  for  the  most  part 
BcTT  shaD  we  therefore  say,  that  the  removal  call  it  simply  Pleasure, 
flfpain  or  its  diminution  is  dways  simply  pain- 
Mi  or  affinn  that  the  cessation  or  the  lessening  — — — 
«r  pleasure  is  always  attended  itself  with  a 

fikMurB?    By  no  means.   What  I  advance  is  SECTION  V. 
M  Bore  than  this ;  first,  that  there  are  pleasures 

ttdpainsofapositive  and  independent  nature;  jroT  and  oaxEr. 
ttdseooodly,  that  the  feeling  which  results  fi^m 

Ifae  ceasing  or  diminution  of  pain  does  not  bear  It  roust  be  observed,  that  the  cessation  ot 
infficient  resemblance  to  positive  pleasure,  to  pleasure  affects  the  mind  three  wajrs.    If  it 
bve  it  considered  as  of  the  same  nature,  or  to  simply  ceases,  afler  having  continued  a  proper 
cstide  it  to  be  known  by  the  same  name ;  and  time,  the  effect  is  indiffermce ;  if  it  be  abrupt 
lUnfly,  that  upon  the  same  principle  the  removal  ly  broken  oflT,  there  ensues  an  uneasy  sense 
« qualification  of  pleasure  has  no  resemblance  called  duappointfnent ;  if  the  object  be  so  to 
So  positive  pain.    It  is  certain  that  the  former  tally  lost  that  there  is  no  chance  of  enjoying  it 
Ming  (the  removal  or  moderation  of  pain)  has  again,  a  passion  arises  in  the  mind,  which  is 
soaethhig  in  it  fiurlrom  distressing  or  disagree-  called  gri^.    Now  there  is  none  of  these,  not 
able  in  its  nature.  This  feeling,  in  many  cases  even  grief,  which  is  the  most  violent,  that  1 
•oagreeable,  but  in  all  so  different  fit)m  positive  think  has  any  resemblance  to  positive  pain, 
pkuve,  has  no  name  which  I  know ;  but  that  The  person  ^o  grieves,  suffers  his  passion  to 
hinders  not  its  being  a  very  real  one,  and  very  grow  upon  him ;  he  indulges  it,  he  loves  it ;  but 
(fifereot  firom  all  others.    It  is  most  certain,  tiiis  never  happens  in  the  case  of  actual  pain, 
Ikat  every  species  of  satisfiiction  or  pleasure,  which  no  man  ever  willingly  endured  for  any 
how  different  soever  in  its  manner  of  affecting,  considerable  time.    That  grief  should  be  wil- 
ls of  a  positive  nature  in  the  mind  of  him  who  lingly  endured,  though  far  fixxn  a  simply  pleas- 
Ms  it.  The  affection  is  undoubtedly  positive ;  ing  sensation,  is  not  so  difficult  to  be  under^ 
batthecausemay  be,  as  in  this  case  it  certainly  stood.    It  is  the  nature  of  grief  to  keep   its 
is,  a  sort  ci  Privation.    And  it  is  very  reason-  object  perpetually  in  its  eye,  to  present  it  in  its 
able  that  we  should  distinguish  by  some  term  most  pleasurable  views,  to  repeat  all  the  cir- 
two  dungs  so  distinct  in  nature,  as  a  pleasure  cumstances  that  attend  it,  even  to  the  last  mi- 
ikat  is  such  simply,  and  without  any  relation,  nuteness ;  to  go  back  to  every  pafticular  dn- 
fioa  that  pleasure  which  cannot  exist  without  joyment,  to  dwell  upon  each,  and  to  find  a 
ar^atkm,  and  that  too  a  relation  to  pain.  Very  thousand  new  perfections  in  all,  that  were  not 
sAnordinary  it  woukl  be,  if  these  affections,  sufficiently  understood  beiore ;  in  grief,  the 
■0  distinguidud>le  in  their  causes,  so  different  pleature  is  still  uppermost ;  and  the  affliction 
m  their  dSTects,  shouM  be  oonfamded  with  each  we  suffer  has  ik)  resemblance  to  absolute  pain, 
>  vulgar  use  has  ranged  them  under  which  is  always  odious,  and  viiiich  we  endeni 
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?oiir  to  th>ke  off  ai  sooo  w  poaiibk.  The 
Odyutj  of  Homer,  which  abounds  with  m 
many  natural  and  affecting  unages,  has  nooe 
more  striking  than  those  which  Menelaus  raises 
of  the  calamitous  late  of  his  firiendsi  and  his 
own  manner  of  feeling  it  He  owns,  indeed, 
that  he  often  gives  himself  some  intermission 
from  such  melancholy  reflections;  but  he  ob- 
serves, too,  that,  melancholy  as  they  are,  they 
give  him  pleasure. 

4XX'  iftints  irams  ftcy  •^vpoficwf  km  cxcviMr, 
(IoXXa«(  iP  iiiya^tei  KO^nsvof  ^furtpomy^ 
▲XXors  fttv  Ts  yo(0  ^ptva  rtpwoiiut^  aAXor<  3* 

avrs 
Qaoo/iac*  ai^pos  6t  Kopos  Kfmtpoto  ysoio. 

Still  in  short  intervals  of  pleating  woe, 
Regardful  of  the  friendly  does  I  owe, 
I  to  the  glorious  dead,  for  ever  dear. 
Indulge  the  tribute  of  a  graUfuittai, 

HoM.  Od.  Iv 

On  the  other  hand,  when  we  recover  oui 
health,  when  we  escape  an  imminent  danger, 
is  it  with  joy  that  we  are  affected  ?  The  sense 
on  these  occasions  is  far  from  that  smooth  and 
voluptuous  satisfaction  which  the  assured 
prospect  of  pleasure  bestows.  The  delight 
n^ch  arises  from  the  modifications  of  pain, 
eoofesses  the  stock  from  whence  it  sprung,  in 
its  solid,  strong,  and  severe  nature. 
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SECTION  VL 

OF  TBX  PAS8X0V8  WHICH  BELONG  TO  SBLl^ 
PRESBETATIOV. 

Most  of  the  ideas  which  are  capable  of 
making  a  powerful  impression  on  the  mind, 
whether  simply  of  Pain  or  Pleasure,  or  of  th« 
modifications  of  those,  may  be  reduced  very 
nearly  to  these  two  heads,  se(^^presinMCioii  and 
aodety ;  to  the  ends  of  one  or  the  other  ol 
which  all  our  passions  are  calculated  to  answer. 
The  passions  which  concern  self>preservalion, 
turn  mostly  on^n  or  danger.  The  ideas  of 
pom,  mdcnett  and  deathf  fill  the  mind  with  strong 
emotions  of  horrour ;  butfi/e  and  heaUhj  though 
they  put  vufm  a  capacity  of  being  affected  vrith 
pleasure,  they  make  no  such  impression  by  die 
simple  enjoyment.  The  passions  therefore 
«ffhich  are  conversant  about  the  preservation  of 
the  individual,  turn  chiefly  on  pain  and  danger, 
and  they  are  tfie  most  powerful  of  all  the  pas- 


Wbatbtke  is  fitted  in  any  sock  to  eacllf 
the  ideas  of  pain  and  danger,  that  is  to  saj 
whatever  b  in  any  sort  terrible,  or  is  coover 
•ant  about  terrible  objects,  or  operates  ia  a 
manner  anBk)goustoterrour,isasourceof  the 
eubUme;  that  is,  it  is  productive  of  the  strong 
est  emotion  which  the  mind  is  capable  of  fe^ 
ing.  I  say  the  strongest  emoticm,  because  I 
am  satisfied  the  ideas  of  pain  are  much  more 
powerful  than  those  which  enter  on  the  pert  of 
pleasure.  Without  all  doubt,  the  torments 
which  we  may  be  made  to  suffer,  are  much 
greater  in  their  effect  on  the  body  and  mind, 
than  any  pleasures  which  the  most  learned  vo- 
luptuary could  suggest,  or  than  the  liveliest 
imagination,  and  the  most  sound  and  exquisite- 
ly sensible  body,  could  enjoy.  Nay,  I  am  in 
great  doubt  whether  any  man  could  be  found, 
who  wouki  earn  alife  of  the  most  perfect sati** 
faction,  at  the  price  of  ending  it  in  the  tor* 
ments,  whidi  justice  inflicted  in  a  few  hours  on 
the  late  unfortunate  regicide  in  France.  But 
as  pain  is  stronger  in  its  operation  than  plea* 
sure,  so  death  is  in  general  a  much  more  a£» 
footing  idea  than  pain ;  because  there  are  very 
few  pains,  however  exquisite,  which  are  not 
.preferved  to  death:  nay,  what  generally  makes 
pain  itself,  if  I  may  say  so,  more  pamfiil,  ia, 
that  it  is  considered  as  an  emissary  of  this  king 
of  terrours.  When  danger  or  pain  press  too 
nearly,  they  are  incapable  of  giving  any  de 
light,  and  are  simply  terrible ;  but  at  certain 
distances,  and  with  certain  modifications,  they 
Boay  be,  and  they  are  deli^itiul,  as  we  every 
day  experience.  The  cause  of  this  I  shali 
endeavour  to  investigate  hereafler. 


SECTION  vm. 

OP    THE  PAaSIOirs  WHICH    BELOirO  TO    §»• 

ciett. 

The  other  head  under  which  I  dass  oor 
passions,  is  that  of  socicfy,  which  may  be  di* 
vided  into  two  sorts.  1.  The  society  of  tha 
sescs,  vidiich  answers  the  purpose  of  propaga* 
tion;  and  next,  that  more  ^eim{  society,  wfaoch 
we  have  with  men  and  vrith  other  animals,  and 
which  we  may  in  some  sort  be  said  to  hafo 
even  with  the  inanimate  world.  The  paasiona 
belonging  to  the  preservation  of  the  individual, 
turn  wholly  on  pain  and  danger:  those  whidi 
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kloag  to  feneration,  have  theirorigm  in  ^ti-  them  ii  not  atUnded  with  any  real  pleaiure. 

ficatMB  uMipUamrm;  th«  pleaaure  moit  di-  loot,  satiafied  with  that,  we  hmniU  give  our- 

ncdjr  hnhnging  to  this  purpoie  ia  of  a  Itvelj  BelTee  ofer  to  indoleiioe  and  inactioD.    On  the 

dnracter,  rapCoroui  and  Tiolflat,  and  oonle^  other  hud^  the  generation  of  mankind  ia  a 

Mfij  the  highest  pleasure  of  sense ;  yet  the  great  purpose,  and  it  is  requisite  that  men 

aboee  of  this  eo  great  an  enjc^rment,  scarce  should  be  animatod  tt>  the  pursuit  of  it  by  some 

■WBta  to  an  uneasiness ;  and,  except  at  par-  great  incentive.    It  is  therefore  attended  with 

iiealar  times,  I  do  not  think  it  airects)at  all.  a  Terr  hi^  pleasure;  but  as  it  is  by  no  means 

When  men  describe  in  what  manner  they  are  desigbed  to  be  our  constant  business,  it  is  not 

Acted  by  pain  and  danger,  they  do  not  dwell  fit  tlut  the  absence  of  this  pleasure  sboukl  be 

OB  dM  pleasure  of  health  and  the  comfort  of  attended  with  any  considerable  pain.    Th» 

Mority,  and  then  lament  the  km  of  these  difference  between  men  and  brutes  in  this 

■HActions:  die  ^Hbole  turns  lyon  the  actual  point,  seooos  to  be  remarkable.    Menareatall 

^nsf  and  hunums  which  they  endure.    But  times  pretty  equally  disposed  to  the  pleasures 

if  JOQ  listen  to  the  complaints  of  a  forsaken  of  love,  because  they  are  to  bo  guided  by  rea- 

lsMr,yoa  olieerre  that  he  insists  largely  on  the  son  in  the  time  and  manner  of  indulging  them. 

jfasons  which  he  enjoyed,  or  hoped  to  enjoy.  Had  any  great  pain  arisen  from  the  want  of 

Mid «  die  perfection  of  the  object  of  his  do-  this  satttfaction,  reason,  I  am  afraid,  would 

pm;  it  is  the  ^ms  which  is  always  uppermost  find  great  difficulties  in  the  perfbnnance  of  its 

Bikti  mind.    The  violent  effects  produced  by  office.    But  brutes,  who  obey  laws,  in  the  ex* 

lBf«,«Hiidi  has  sometimes  been  even  wrought  ecution  of  which  their  own  reason  has  but 

If  tOBiadneas,  is  no  objection  to  the  rule  which  little  share,  have  their  stated  seasons ;  at  such 

s«  nek  to  establish.    When  men  have  suf>  times  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  sensaticn; 

&nd  their  imaginations  to  be  loig  affected  from  the  want  is  very  troublesome,  because 

with  any  idea,  it  so  wholly  engrosses  them  as  the  end  must  be  then  answered,  or  be  missed 

tiihnt  cat  by  degrees  almost  every  other,  and  in  many,  perhaps  for  ever ;  as  the  indinatioo 

ti  bssk  down  every  partition  of  the  mind  returns  only  with  its  season, 
shkhwonkl  confine  it.    Any  idea  is  sufficient 

brdM  pvpone,  as  is  evident  from  the  infinite  — 

uriety  of  caoses,  which  give  rise  to  madness ; 

kat  &is  at  most  can  only  prove,  that  the  pas-  SECTION  X. 

am  of  km  m  capable  of  producing  very  ex- 

taonliaaiy  effects,  not  that  its  extraordinary  or  bsautt. 

Motkas  have  any  connection  with  positive 

fm,  Tbb  passicm  which  belongs  to  generation, 

mwely  as  such,  is  lust  onl^.    This  is  evident 

—  in  brutes,  whose  passions  are  more  urunixed, 

and  which  pursue  their  purposes  more  directly 

SECTION  IX.  than  ours.    The  only  distinction  they  observe 

with  regard  to  their  mates,  is  that  of  sex.    It 

tn  rniAL  cause  or  trs  DxrrsRUfcz  bb-  is  true,  that  they  stick  severally  to  their  own 

Twsnr    THB   PASsxoHS   BBLOiiGXHO   TO  spocios  in  preference  to  all  others.    But  this 

SKLr-FEKSEmTATiOH,  AifD  THOSE  WHICH  preference,  I  imagine,  does  not  arise  finom  any 

isoAKD  THE  sociSTT  or  THE  SEXES.  sonso  of  beautjT  which  they  find  in  their  spe 

cies,  as  Mr.  Addison  supposes,  but  firom  a  law 

The  final  came  of  the  difference  in  diarao-  of  some  other  kind,  to  which  they  are  subject , 

tor  between  the  passions  which  regard  self^  and  this  we  may  fairly  conclude,  firom  their 

Reservation,  and  those  which  are  directed  to  apparent  want  of  choice  among  those  objects 

4sBBuitipUcationof  the  species,  will  illustrate  to  which  the  barriers  of  their  species  have 

h9  fcrsgoing  remarks  yet  further;  and  it  is,  I  confined  them.    But  man,  who  is  a  creature 

iamgine,  worthy  of  observation  even  upon  its  adapted  to  a  greater  variety  and  intricacy  of 

own  account.    As  the  performance  of  our  du-  relation,  connects  with  the  general  passion, 

lisj  of  every  kind  depends  upon  life,  and  the  the  idea  of  some  todal  qualities,  which  direct 

paifiwmim  them  with  vigour  and  efficacy  de-  and  heighten  the  appetite  which  he  has  in 

paads  upon  health,  vre  are  very  strongly  affect-  common  with  all  other  animals ;  and  as  he  is 

sd  with  whatever  threatens  the  destruction  of  not  designed  like  them  to  live  at  large,  it  is  fit 

silker :  but  as  vre  vrere  not  made  to  acquiesce  that  he  shouki  have  something  to  create  a  pre- 

■  file  and  health,  H^  simpls  eq<^rment  of  ferenoe,  and  fix  his  choice ;  and  this  in  general 
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should  be  some  seunble  qualitjr;  u  no  other  well  as  sodetjr  has  its  pleasures;  as  from  dM 

can  so  quickly,  so  powcdiiUyi  or  so  surely  fanner  obeerration  we  may  discern,  that  •■ 

produce  its  effect.    The  object  therefore  cif  entire  life  of  solitude  contradicts  the  purposes  of 

this  mixed  passion,  which  we  call  love,  is  the  our  being,  since  death  itself  is  scarcely  an  idei 

beauty  of  the  aer.    Men  are  carried  to  the  sex  of  more  terrour. 

in  general,  as  it  is  the  sex,  and  by  the  common  — — 
AW  of  nature ;  but  they  are  attached  to  par> 

ticulars  by  personal  beauty,    I  call  beauty  a  SECTION  XII. 
social  quality ;  for  where  women  and  meli,  and 

not  only  they,  but  when  other  animals  give  us  stmpatrt,  imitatioit,  xim  ambitiom. 
a  sense  of  joy  and  pleasure  in  beholding  them, 

(and  there  are  many  that  do  so,)  they  inspire  Umder  this  denomination  of  societjr,  the 

ns  with  sentiments  of  tenderness  and  affection  passions  are  of  a  complicated  kind,  and  brandi 

towards  their  persons;  we  like  to  have  them  out  into  a  variety  of  forms  agreeable  to  that 

near  us,  and  we  enter  willingly  into  a  kind  of  variety  of  ends  they  are  to  serve  in  the  great 

relation  with  them,   unless  we  should  have  chain  of  society.    The  three  principal  links  in 

strong  reasons  to  the  contrary.    But  to  what  this  chain  are  lympot/^,  imttafaoa,  and  am6i(ien 
end,  in  nmny  cases,  this  was  designed,  I  am 

unable  to  discover;  for  I  see  no  greater  reason  -^~— 
for  a  connection  between  man  and  several  ani- 
mals who  are  attired  in  so  engaging  a  manner,  SECTION  XHI. 
than  between  him  and  some  others  who  entire- 
ly want  this  attraction,  or  possess  it  in  a  far  stmpatht. 
weaker  degree.    But  it  is  probable,  that  Provi- 
dence did  not  make  even  this  distinction,  but  It  is  by  the  first  of  these  passions  that  vre 
with  a  view  to  eome  great  end,  though  we  can-  enter  into  the  concerns  of  others ;  that  we  are 
not  perceive  distinctly  what  it  is,  as  his  wi»-  moved  as  they  are  moved,  and  are  never  suffer- 
dom  is  not  our  wisdom,  nor  our  ways  his  ways,  ed  to  be  indifferent  spectators  of  almost  any 

thing  which  men  can  do  or  suffer.    For  sym- 

■  P>^7  ■D^'B^  ^  considered  as  a  sort  of  substitu- 
tion, by  which  we  are  put  into  the  place  of 

SECTION   XI.  another  man,  and  affected  in  many  respects  as 

he  is  affected:  so  that  this  passion  may  cither 

SOCIETY  AND  SOLITUDE.  partake  of  the  nature  of  those  which  regard 

sel^preservation,  and  turning  upon  pain  may 

The  second  branch  of  the  social  passions  is  be  a  source  of  the  sublime ;  or  it  may  turn  upou 

that  which  administers  to  eoeiety  in  gerund,  ideas  of  pleasure  ;  and  then  whatever  has  been 

With  regard  to  this,  I  observe,  that  society,  said  of  the  social  affections,  whether  they  re- 

merely   as   society,  without   any   particular  gard  society  in  general,  or  only  some  particular 

heightenings,  gives  us  no  positive  pleasure  in  modes  of  it,  may  be  applicable  here.    It  is  by 

the  enjoyment ;  but  absolute  and  entire  soUtede,  this  principle  chiefly  that  poetry,  painting,  and 

that  is,  the  total  and  perpetual  exclusion  from  other  affecting  arts,  transfuse  their  passions  from 

■D  society,  is  as  great  a  positive  pain  as  can  one  breast  to  another,  and  are  (^en  capable  of 

almost  be  conceived.  Therefore  in  the  balance  grafting  a  delight  on  wretchedness,  misery,  and 

between  the  pleasure  of  general  eodety^  and  death  itself.    It  is  a  common  observation,  that 

the  pain  of  absolute  solitude,  potn  is  the  pre-  objects  which  in  the  reality  would  shock,  are 

dominant  idea.    But  the  pleasure  of  any  par-  in  tragical,  and  such  like  ix^resentations,  tiw 

ticular  social  enjoyment  outweighs  very  con-  source  of  a  very  high  species  c^  pleasure, 

siderably  the  uneasiness  caused  by  the  want  of  This  taken  as  a  fact,  has  been  the  cause  of 

that  particular  enjoyment;  so  that  the  stroiigest  much  reasoning.    The  satisfaction  has  been 

sensations  relative  to  the  habitudes  of  jKstteu-  commoi^ly  attributed,  first,  to  the  comfort  we 

ixr  eodetyf  are  sensations  of  pleasure.    Good  receive  in  onisidering  that  so  melancholy  a 

company,  lively  conversations,  and  the  endear-  story  is  no  more  than  a  fiction ;  and  next,  to 

ments  of  friendship,  fill  the  mind  with  great  the  contemplation  of  our  own  freedom  from  the 

pleasure ;  a  temporary  solitude,  on  the  other  evils  which  we  see  represented.    I  am  afraid 

hand,  is  itself  agreeable.    This  may  perhaps  it  is  a  practice  much  too  coounon  in  enquiries 

prove  that  we  are  creatures  designed  for  con-  of  this  nature,  to  attribute  the  cause  of  feelings 

tanpUtion  as  well  as  action ;  since  solitude  as  which  merely  arise  from  the  mechanical  stnio- 
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mn  of  our  bodies,  or  firom  die  natural  frame  ain^y  painfull  we  would  shun  with  the  greatest 

lai  ooBstitution  of  our  minds,  to  certain  con-  care  all  persons  and  places  that  could  excite 

dBuons  of  the  reasoning  faculty  on  the  objects  such  a  passion ;  as  some,  who  are  so  iar  gone 

KDted  to  us ;  for  I  should  imagine,  that  the  in  indolence  as  not  to  endure  any  strong  im> 

Dce  of  reason  in  (nroducing  our  passions  pression,  actually  do.    But  the  case  is  widely 

is  nothing  near  so  extensive  as  it  is  oomnxmly  different  with  the  greater  part  of  mankind ; 

Mieved.  there  is  no  spectacle  we  so  eagerly  pursue,  as 

— —  that  of  some  uncommon  and  grievous  calamity; 

so  that  whether  the  misfortune  is  before  our 

SECTION  XIV.  eyes,  or  whether  they  are  turned  back  to  it  in 

history,  it  always  touches  with  delight.    This 

TKi  I  rFECTS  or  smPATHT  nr  tbe  !>»-  ii  not  an  unmixed  delight,  but  blended  with  no 

TKEssss  or  OTUsas.  small  uneasiness.    The  delight  we  have  in 

such  things,  hinders  us  from  shunning  scenes 

To  examine  this  point  concerning  the  effect  of  misery ;  and  the  pain  we  feel,  prompts  us  to 

of  tngedy  in  a  proper  manner,  we  must  pre-  relieve  ourselves  in  relieving  those  who  suffer ; 

viowly  consider  how  we  are  affected  by  the  and  all  this  antecedent  to  any  reasoning,  by 

feelings  ofour  fellow-creatures  in  circumstances  an  instinct  that  works  us  to  its  own  purposes 

flfreal  distress.    I  am  convinced  we  have  a  without  our  concurrence. 
<iipee  of  delight,  and  that  no  small  one,  in  the 

nal  misfortunes  and  pains  of  others:  for  let  the  — — 
liection  be  what  it  wUl  in  appearance,  if  it 

does  not  make  us  shun  such  objects,  if  on  the  SECTION  XV. 
contrary  it  induces  us  to  approach  them,  if  it 

iMkas  us  dwell  upon  them,  in  this  case  I  coo-  or  the  ErrscTs  or  t&aoedt. 
tttfe  we  must  have  a  delight  or  pleasure  of 

Mae  i^wcies  or  other  in  contemplating  objects  It  is  thus  in  real  calamities.    In  imitated 

flf  this  kind.     Do  we  not  read  the  authentic  distresses  the  only  difference  is  the  pleasure 


Urtories  of  scenes  of  this  nature  with  as  much  resulting  from  the  effects  of  imitation ;  for  it 

pkasore  as  romances  or  poems,  where  the  in-  is  never  so  perfect,  but  we  can  perceive  it  is 

eidenis  are  fictitious  ?    The  prosperity  of  no  imitation,  and  on  that  principle  are  somewhat 

Mpire,  Dor  the  grandeur  of  no  lung,  can  so  pleased  with  it.    And  indeed  in  some  cases 

ipieably  affect  in  the  reading,  as  the  ruin  of  we  derive  as  much  or  more  pleasure  from  that 

Ifae  state  at  Arlacedon,  and  the  distress  of  its  source  than  from  the  thing  itsel£    But  then  I 

ttiHppy  prince.    Such  a  catastrophe  touches  imagine  we  shall  be  much  mistaken  if  wo 

■  in  hiatory  as  much  as  the  destruction  of  attribute  any  considerable  part  of  our  satisfao- 

Troy  does  in  fitble.    Our  delight,  in  cases  of  tion  in  tragedy  to  the  consideration  that  tragedy 

dbis  kind,  is  very  greatly  heightened,  if  the  is  a  deceit,  and  its  representations  no  realities. 

taSenr  be  some  excellent  person  who  sinks  The  nearer  it  approaches  the  reality,  and  the 

■der  an  unworthy  fortune.    Scipio  and  Cato  further  it  removes  us  from  all  idea  of  fiction, 

•re  bclfa  virtuous  characters ;  but  we  are  more  the  more  perfect  is  its  power.  But  be  its  power 

deeply  affected  by  the  violent  death  of  the  one,  of  what  kind  it  will,  it  never  approaches  to 

■■d  the  ruin  of  the  great  cause  he  adhered  to,  what  it  reprMents.    Choose  a  day  on  which  to 

Aan  with  the  deserved  triumphs  and  uninter-  represent  the  most  sublime  and  affecting  tragedy 

ivpled  prosperity  of  the  other ;  for  terrour  is  a  we  have ;  appoint  the  most  favourite  actors ; 

passion  which  always  produces  delight  when  it  spare  no  cost  upon  the  scenes  and  decorations , 

does  not  press  too  close ;  and  pity  is  a  passion  unite  the  greatest  efforts  of  poetry,  painting, 

Mtrima^f^/i^ifA  with  pleasure,  because  it  arises  and  music ;  and  when  you  have  collected  your 

from  bve  and  social  affection.    Whenever  we  audience,  just  at  the  moment  when  tlieir  minds 

are  fonned  by  nature  to  any  active  purpose,  the  are  erect  with  expectation,  let  it  be  reported 

passion  which  animates  us  to  it,  is  attended  that  a  state  criminal  ofhigh  rank  is  on  the  point 

with  delist,  or  a  pleasure  of  some  kind,  let  of  being  executed  in  the  adjoining  square ;  in 

the  snbject-matter  be  what  it  will ;  and  as  our  a  moment  the  emptiness  of  the  theatre  would 

Creator  has  designed  we  shouU  be  tmited  by  demon^rate  the  comparative  weakness  of  th 

ibe  bond  of  sympathy,  he  has  strengthened  imitative  arts,  and  fnticlaim  the  triumph  of  th 

that  bond  by  a  proportionable  delight;  and  there  real  sympathy.    I  believe  that  this  notion  ot 

■oat  where  our  sympathy  is  most  wanted,  in  our  having  a  simple  pain  in  the  reality,  yet  e 

te  dtstreasea  of  othera.    If  this  passion  was  delight  in  Uie  representation,  arises  firom  hence , 

Vol.  I.— 4 
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tbaX  we  do  not  sufficiently  distinguish  what  we  cern  in  whatever  men  feci,  so  this  affection 
would  by  no  means  choose  to  do,  from  what  prompts  us  to  copy  whatever  they  do ;  and 
we  should  be  eager  enough  to  see  if  it  was  consequently  we  have  a  pleasure  in  imitating, 
once  done.  We  delight  ia  seeing  things,  which  and  in  whatever  belongs  to  imitati(»  merely  as 
so  far  from  doing,  our  heartiest  wishes  would  it  is  such,  without  any  interventien  of  the  rea- 
bo  to  see  redressed.    This  noble  capital,  the  soning  faculty ;  but  solely  from  our  natural  coo- 
pride  of  England  and  of  Europe,  I  believe  no  stitution,  which  Providence  has  framed  in  sud* 
man  is  so  strangely  wicked  as  to  desire  to  see  a  manner  as  to  find  either  pleasure  or  deli^^t, 
destroyed  by  a  conflagration  or  an  earthquake,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  object,  in  nrjuu- 
though  he  should  be  removed  himself  to  the  ever  regards  the  purposes  of  our  being.    It  is 
greatest  distance  from  the  danger.    But  sup*  by  imitation  far  more  than  by  precept,  that  we 
pose  such  a  fatal  accident  to  have  happen^,  learn  every  thing ;  and  what  we  learn  thus,  we 
what  numbers  from  all  parts  would  crowd  to  acquire  not  only  more  effectually,  but  more 
behold  the  ruins,  and  among  them  many  who  pleasantly.    This  ferms  our  manners,  our  opi* 
would  have  been  content  never  to  have  seen  nions,  our  lives.   It  is  one  of  the  strongest  links 
London  in  its  glory !    Nor  is  it,  either  in  real  of  society ;  it  is  a  species  of  mutual  compliance, 
or  fictitious  distresses,  our  immunity  from  them  which  all  men  yield  to  each  other,  without  con- 
which  produces  our  delight ;  in  my  own  mind  straint  to  themselves,  and  which  is  extremely 
I  can  discover  nothing  like  it.    I  apprehend  flattering  to  all.  Heroin  it  is  that  painting  and 
that  this  mistake  is  owing  to  a  sort  of  sophism,  many  other  agreeable  arts  have  laid  one  of  the 
by  which  we  are  frequently  imposed  upon ;  it  principal  foundations  of  their  power.     And 
arises  from  our  not  distingui^ing  between  what  since,  by  its  influence  on  our  manners  and  oar 
is  indeed  a  necessary  condition  to  our  doing  or  passions,  it  is  of  such  groat  consequence,  I 
suffering  any  thing  in  general,  and  what  is  the  shall  here  venture  to  lay  down  a  rule,  which 
ocaue  of  s<»ne  particular  act    If  a  man  kills  may  inform  us  with  a  good  degree  of  certainty 
me  with  a  sword,  it  is  a  nece^ary  conditi(»i  when  we  are  to  attribute  the  power  of  the  arts 
to  this  that  we  should  have  been  both  of  us  to  imitation,  or  to  our  pleasure  in  the  dcill  of 
alive  before  the  fact ;  and  yet  it  would  be  ab-  the  imitator  merely,  and  when  to  sympathy,  or 
surd  to  say,  that  our  being  both  living  creatures  some  other  cause  in  conjuntion  with  it.  When 
was  the  cause  of  his  crime  and  of  my  death,  the  object  represented  in  poetry  or  painting 
So  it  is  certain,  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  is  such  as  we  could  have  no  desire  of  seeing 
my  life  should  be  out  of  any  imminent  hazard,  in  the  reality,  then  I  may  be  sure  that  its  power 
b(^ore  I  can  take  a  delight  in  the  sufferings  of  in  poetry  or  painting  is  owing  to  the  power  of 
others,  real  or  imaginary,  or  indeed  in  any  imitation,  and  to  no  cause  operating  in  the 
thing  else  from  any  cause  whatsoever.    But  thing  itself.    So  it  is  with  most  of  the  pieces 
then  it  is  a  sophism  to  argue  from  thence,  that  which  the  "painters  call  stiU-life.    In  these  a 
this  immunity  is  the  cause  of  my  delight  either  cottage,  a  dunghill,  the  meanest  and  most  oi^ 
on  these  or  on  any  occasions.    No  one  can  dinary  utensils  of  the  kitchen,  are  capable  of 
distinguish  such  a  cause  of  satisfaction  in  his  giving  us  pleasure.    But  when  the  c^ject  cf 
own  mind,  I  believe ;  nay,  when  we  do  not  the  painting  or  poem  is  such  as  we  shcuki  run 
suffer  any  very  acute  pain,  nor  are  exposed  to  to  see  if  real,  let  it  affect  us  with  what  odd 
any  imminent  danger  of  our  lives,  we  can  feel  sort  of  sense  it  will,  we  may  rely  upon  it,  that 
for  others,  whilst  we  suffer  ourselves;  and  often  the  power  of  the  poem  or  picture  is  more 
then  most  when  we  are  softoied  by  afiliction ;  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  thing  itself  than  tc 
we  see  with  pity  even  distresses  which  we  the  mere  effect  of  imitation,  or  to  a  considera 
wouU  accept  in  the  place  of  our  own.  tion  of  the  skill  of  the  imitator,  however  ex- 
cellent.   Aristotle  has  spoken  so  much  and  so 
^—  solidly  upon  the  force  of  imitation  in  his  Pbet 

ics,  that  it  makes  any  further  discourse  upor 

SECTION  XVI.  this  subject  the  less  necessary. 

noTATioir.  -^— 

The  second  passion  belonging  to  society  is  SECTION  XVII. 

imitation,  or,  if  you  will,  a  desire  of  imitating,  ambition. 

and  consequently  a  pleasure  in  it.  This  passion 

arises  from  mudi  the  same  cause  with  sympa-        Although  imitation  is  one  of  the  gras' 

thy.    For  as  sympathy  makes  us  take  a  coo-  instruments  used  by  Providence  in  bringing  o« 
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Mture  towards  its  perfection,  yet  if  men  gave  tubHme.    The  passions  belonging  to  sel&pre- 

IhemselTos  up  to  imitation  entirely,  and  each  servaticm  arc  the  strongest  of  aJl  the  passions. 

ftUowed  the  other,  and  so  (» in  an  eternal  cir-  The  second  head  to  which  the  passions  are 

de,  it  is  easy  to  e^  that  there  never  could  be  referred  with  relation  to  their  final  cause,  is 

inj  improvement  among  them.    Men  must  society.    There  are  two  sorts  of  societies, 

remain  as  brutes  do,  the  same  at  the  end  that  The  first  is,  the  society  of  sex.    The  passion 

dwy  are  at  this  day,  and  that  they  were  in  the  belonging  to  this  is  called  love,  and  it  contains 

beginning  of  the  vrorld.    To  prevent  this,  God  a  mixture  of  lust ;  its  object  is  the  beauty  of 

hu  planted  in  man  a  sense  c€  ambition,  and  a  women.    The  other  is  the  great  society  with 

•ttiifiictioa  arising  firom  the  contemplation  of  man  and  all  other  animals.    The  passion  sd>» 

bii  excelling  his  fellows  in  something  deemed  servient  to  this  is  called  likewise  love,  but  it 

tnloable  among  them.    It  is  this  passion  that  has  no  mixture  of  lust,  and  its  object  is  beauty ; 

Mves  men  to  all  the  ways  we  see  in  use  of  which  is  a  name  I  shall  apply  to  all  such  qua- 

ngnalizing  themselves,  and  that  tends  to  make  lities  in  things  as  induce  in  us  a  sense  of  affec- 

vhatever  excites  in  a  man  the  idea  of  this  dis-  tion  and  tenderness,  or  some  other  passion  the 

iiKtioo  so  very  pleasant.     It  has  been  so  most  nearly  resembling  these.    The  passion  of 

trang  as  to  make  very  miserable  men  take  love  has  its  rise  in  positive  pleasure ;  it  is,  like 

comfort,  that  diey  were  supreme  in  misery  ;  all  things  which  grow  out  of  pleasure,  capable 

ttd  certain  it  is,  that  where  we  cannot  dis-  of  being  mixed  with  a  mode  ci"  uneasiness,  that 

tioguish  ourselvcj  by  something  excellent,  we  is,  when  an  idea  of  its  object  is  excited  in  the 

begin  to  take  a  complacency  in  some  singular  mind  with  an  idea  at  the  same  time  of  having 

iifinnities,  follies,  or  defects  of  one  kind  or  irretrievably  lost  it.    This  mixed  sense  of  plea- 

odier.    It  is  on  this  principle  that  flattery  is  so  sure  I  have  not  called  jxim,  because  it  turns 

prevalent ;  for  flattery  is  no  more  than  what  upon  actual  pleasure,  and  because  it  is,  both  in 

itises  in  a  man's  mind  an  idea  of  a  preference  its  cause  and  in  most  of  its  effects,  of  a  nature 

vikidi  he  has  not.    Now,  whatever,  either  on  altogether  different. 

|Ood  or  upon  bad  grounds,  tends  to  raise  a  man  Next  to  the  general  passion  we  have  for  so- 
la his  own  opinion,  produces  a  sort  of  swelling  ciety ,  to  a  choice  in  which  wo  are  directed  by 
and  triumph,  that  is  extremely  grateful  to  the  the  (Measure  we  have  in  the  object,  the  parti- 
hamuk  mind  ;  and  this  swelling  is  never  more  cular  passion  under  this  head  called  sympathy 
perceived,  nor  operates  with  more  force,  than  has  the  greatest  extent.  The  nature  of  this 
when  without  daiiger  we  are  conversant  with  passion  is,  to  put  us  in  the  place  of  another  in 
tsniUe  objects,  the  mind  always  claiming  to  whatever  circumstance  he  is  in,  and  to  affect 
!lBe!f  aome  part  of  the  dignity  and  importance  us  in  a  like  manner ;  so  that  this  passion  may, 
of  the  things  which  it  contemplates.  Hence  as  the  occasion  requires,  turn  either  on  pain 
proceeds  what  Longinus  has  oibserved  of  that  6t  pleasure :  but  with  the  modifications  men- 
laying  sense  of  inward  greatness,  that  always  tioned  in  some  cases  in  sect.  11.  As  to  imi- 
flb  die  reader  of  such  passages  in  poets  and  tation  and  preference,  nothing  more  need  be 
orates  as  are  sublime ;  it  is  what  every  man  said. 


have  feh  in  himself  upon  such  occasions. 
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SECllON  XVin.  THE  coircLUsiow. 

THE  RECAPITULATION.  I  BELIEVED  that  an  attempt  to  range  and 

*  methodize  some  of  our  most  leading  passions, 

To  draw  the  whole  of  what  has  been  said  would  be  a  good  preparative  to  such  an  inquiry 

■to  a  few  distinct  points  : —  The   passions  as  we  are  going  to  make  in  the  ensuing  dis- 

which  belong  to  self-preservation  turn  on  pain  course.    The  passions  I  have  mention^  are 

and  danger  ;  they  are  simply  painful  when  almost  the  only  ones  which  it  can  be  necessary 

their  causes  immediately  affect  us;  they  are  to  consider  incur  present  design;  though  the 

delightful  when  we  have  an  idea  of  pain  and  variety  of  the  passions  is  great,  and  worthy  in 

danger,  without  being  actually  in  such  circum-  every  branch  of  that  variety  of  an  attentive 

stances ;  this  delight  I  have  not  called  pleasure,  investigation.    The  more  accurately  we  search 

because  it  turn  on  pain,  and  because  it  is  dif-  into  the  human  mind,  the  stronger  traces  we 

enough  firom  any  idea  of  positive  plea-  every  where  find  of  his  wisdom  who  made  it. 

Whatever  excites  thia  ddigbt,  I  call  If  a  diaooune  oo  the  use  of  the  parts  of  the 
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body  may  be  coosidered  as  an  hymn  to  the  just,  and  fiwnded  oo  the  baak  of  mre  eipen 

Creator ;  iie  use  of  the  passions,  which  are  ence.    We  might  ejq>ect  that  the  artists  tbeoK 

the  organs  of  the  mind,  cannot  be  barren  of  seltes  would  hare  been  our  surest  guides;  but 

praise  to  him,  nor  unproductive  to  oorselTOs  of  the  artists  hare  been  too  dtoch  occiq>ied  in  the 

that  «ioUe  and  uncommon  union  of  science  and  practice :  the  philosophers  have  done  Iktlo , 

■dminttion,  which  a  contemplation  of  the  works  and  what  they  have  done,  was  mostly  with  a 

of  infinite  wisdom  akne  can  afibvd  toa  rational  riew  to  their  own  schemes  and  systems :  and 

mind  ;  whilst,  referring  to  him  whatever  we  as  (or  those  called  critics,  they  have  geneiallj 

find  of  right  or  good  or  &ir  in  oursebres,  disco-  sought  the  rule  of  (hearts  in  the  wrong  place; 

rering  )um  strength  and  wisdom  even  in  our  ^y  soo^  it  among  poems,  pictures,  engrar 

own    weakness  and  imperfection,  honouring  vings,  statues,  and  buildings.    But  art  can 

them  where  we  discover  them  clearly,  and  ado>  never  give  the  rules  that  make  an  art.    This 

ring  their  profundity  where  we  are  lost  in  our  is,  I  bdieve,  the  reason  ykhj  artists  in  general, 

seskirch,  we  may  be  inquisitive  without  imper-  and  poets  principally,  have  been  confined  in  no 

tiaence,  and  elevated  without  pride ;  we  may  narrow  a  circle ;  they  have  been  rather  imitnr> 

bo  admitted,  if  I  may  dare  to  say  so,  into  the  tors  of  one  another  than  of  nanire ;  and  this 

counsels  of  the  Alnu^^ity  by  a  consideration  with  so  fiuthful  an  uniformity,  and  to  so  remote 

of  his  woiks.     The  elevation  of  the  mind  an  antiquity,  that  it  is  hard  to  say  who  gave 

ought  to  bo  the  principal  end  of  all  our  studies,  thefirst  modeL   Critics  follow  them,and  there- 

which  if  they  do  not  in  some  measure  effect,  fiire  can  do  little  as  guides.    I  can  judge  but 

they  are  of  very  little  service  to  us.    But^  be-  poorly  of  any  thing,  whilst  I  messure  it  by  no 

sides  this  great  purpose,  a  consideration  dfthe  other  standard  than  itself.    The  true  standard 

rationale  of  our  passions  seems  to  me  very  ne-  of  the  arts  is  in  every  man's  power;  and  an 

ceosary  for  all  who  would  affect  them  upon  solid  easy  observation  of  the  moat  common,  some- 

and  sure  principles.    It  is  not  enodgh  tQ  know  timesof  the  meanest  things  innature,  will  give 

them  in  general :  to  affect  them  after  a  delicate  the  truest  lights,  where  the  greatest  sagacity 

manner,  or  to  judge  properiy  of  any  woik  de-  and  industry  that  sli^ts  such  obswvatian,  must 

signed  to  affect  them,  we  should  know  the  ex-  leave  us  in  the  dark,  or,  what  is  worse,  amuse 

act  boundsriesof  their  several  jurisdictions;  we  and  mislead  us  by  false  lights.    In  an  inquiry 

friiouki  pursue  them  through  all  their  varie^  of  it  is  almost  every  thing  to  be  once  in  a  right 

operations,  and  pierce  into  the  inmost,  and  road.    I  am  satisfied  I  have  done  but  little  by 

what  might  appear  inaccessible  parts  of  our  these  observations  considered  in  themselves ; 

nature,  and  I  never  should  have  taken  the  pains  to  di- 
gest them,  much  less  should  I  have  ever  ven- 

Quod  latet  arcana  non  enarrabQe  fibre.  tured  to  publish  them,  if  I  was  not  convinced 

that  iK>thing  tends  more  to  the  corruption  of 

Withovt  all  thisit  is  possible  for  a  man,  after  a  science  than  to  suffer  it  to  stagnate.    These 

confined  manner,  sometimes  to  satisfy  his  own  waters  must  be  troubled  before  they  can  exert 

mind  of  the  truth  of  his  work ;  but  hecan  never  their  virtues.    A  man  who  works  beyond  the 

have  a  certain  determinate  rule  to  go  by,  nor  surface  of  things,  though  he  may  be  wrong 

can  he  ever  make  his  propositions  sufficiently  himself,  yet  he  clears  the  way  for  others,  and 

clear  to  others.    Poets,  and  orators,  and  pain-  may  chance  to  make  even  his  errors  subser- 

tera,  and  those  who  cultivate  other  branches  of  vient  to  the  cause  of  truth.    In  the  fbUowing 

the  liberal  arts,  have  without  this  critical  know-  parts  I  shall  inquire  what^ings  toey  are  that 

ledge  succeeded  well  in  their  several  provinces,  cause  in  us  the  affections  of  the  sublime  and 

and  will  succeed;  as  among  artificers  there  beautiful,  as  in  this  I  have  considered  the  affeo- 

are  many  machines  made  and  even  invented  tions  themselves.    I  only  desire  one  favour, 

without  any  exact  knowledge  of  the  principles  that  no  part  of  this  discourse  may  be  judged  of 

they  are  governed  by.    It  is,  I  own,  not  un-  by  itself,  and  independently  of  the  rest;*for  I 

common  to  be  wrong  in  theory  and  ri^t  in  am  sensible  I  have  not  disposed  ray  ""»*«*nffi*f 

practice ;  and  we  are  happy  that  it  is  so.  Mm  to  abide  the  test  of  a  captious  controversy,  bat 

oflen  act  right  fipom  their  feelings,  who  after-  of  a  sober  and  even  forgiving  examination ;  that 

wards  reason  but  ill  on  them  from  principle ;  they  are  not  armed  at  all  points  for  battle,  but 

but  as  it  is  inqxissible  to  avoid  an  attenq>t  at  dressed  to  visit  those  who  are  willing  to  give  a 

such  reasoning,  and  equally  impossible  to  pre-  peaceful  entrance  to  truth. 
vent  its  having  some  influence  on  our  practice, 
sorely  it  is  worth  taking  some  pains  to  have  it  the  sitd  or  thi  rnur  part 
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PART  IIj— SECTION  L  modes  of  astooishment  or  admiration  and  thoae 

of  terrour.    BafiSos  is  in  Greek,  either  fear  or 

OF  THE  PASSION  CAUSES  BT  THX  SUBLIME,  wonder ;   itt¥os    is  terrible   or   respectable ; 

atStm,  to  reverence  or  to  fear.      Verecr  in 

T*BS  passion  caused  by  the  great  and  8ub>  Latin,  is  what  atisu  is  in  Greek.    The  Ro 

in  Mofare,  when  those  causes  operate  inans   used  the   verb  Mtupeo,  a  term  which 

pawerfiiUy,  is  astonishment;  and  asto-  strooglymarks  the  state  ofan  astonished  mind, 

is  diat  state  of  the  soul,  in  which  aU  to  express  the  effect  either  of  simple  fear,  or 

lis  mocions  are  suspended,  with  smne  degree  of  astonishment ;  the  word  attonitut  (thunder- 

of  bo^roor.*    In  this  case  the  mind  is  so  en-  struck)  is  equally  expressive  of  the  alliance  of 

tii^y  filled  with  its  object,  that  it  cannot  these  ideas ;  and  do  not  the  French  etamt^' 

any  other,  nor  by  consequence  reason  nunty  and  tho  English  astonMmmt  and  anuu»> 

that  object  which  employs  it.    Hence  arises  tnenij  point  out  as  clearly  the  kindred  emotions 


dw  freat  power  of  the  sublime,  that,  far  from  which  attend  fear  and  wonder?    They  who 

beisf  produced   by  them,  it  anticipates  our  have  a  more  general  knowledge  of  languages, 

I,  and  hurries  us  on  by  an  irresistible  coukl  produce,  I  make  no  doubt,  many  other 

Astonishment,  as  I  have  said,  is  the  and  equally  striking  examples. 
of  the  sublime  in  its  highest  degree ; 
die  infer iour  effects  are  admiration,  reverence  — — 


SECTION  in. 


SECTION  H.  OBSCUBITT. 

'■***^*'^*  To  make  any  thing  very  terrible,  obscuri^l 

,                      «       .     u      •  J  ^  seems  in  general  to  be  necessary.    When  we 

No  paasian  so  effectually  robs  the  mmd  of  j^^^  ^^  fijj  ejttent  of  any  danger,  when  we 

•Bits  powen  of  acting  and  reasoning  as  fear.f  ^^  accustom  our  eyes  to  it,  a  great  deal  of 

For  fear  being  an  apprehension  of  pam  or  ^f,  apprehension  vanishes.    Every  one  will 

dsath,  It  operates  in  a  manner  that  resembles  ^e  sensible  of  this,  who  considera  how  greatly 

actual  pain.    Whatever  therefore  is  terrible,  ^ight  adds  to  our  dread,  in  all  cases  of  danger, 

with  regard  to  sight,  is  sublime  too,  whether  ^^^  how  much  the  notions  of  ghosts  and  gob- 

Chis  cause  of  terrour  be  endued  with  greatness  Ung^  ^f  ^hich  none  can  form  dear  ideas,  affect 

of  dimenBions  ornot;  for  it  is  impossible  to  j^indi  which  give  credit  to  the  popular  tales 

knk  on  any  thing  as  trifling,  or  contemptible,  concerning  such  sorts  of  beings.    Those  des- 

Ifaat  may  be  dangerous.     Then  are  many  p^^j^  governments,  which  are  founded  on  the 

aaiBBsJs,  who  tfaoogh  ftr  from  being  large,  are  pawiona  of  men,  and  principally  upon  the 

yet  capable  of  raising  ideas  of  the  sublime,  p^asion  of  fear,  keep  their  chief  as  much  as 

becaose  they  are  considered  as  objects  of  tor-  nay  be  from  the  public  eye.    The  policy  has 

;  as  serpents  and  poisonous  animals  of  been  the  same  in  many  cases  of  religion.    At 

-  an  kinds.    And  to  things  of  great  di-  nj^gt  ^U  the  heathen  temples  were  dark.  Even 

M,  if  we  annex  an  adventitious  idea  of  *  j^  the  barbarous  temples  of  the  Americans  at 

tsrroor,  they  become  without  comparison  great-  (^  j^y^  they  keep  their  idol  in  a  dark  part  of 

«r.    A  level  plain  of  a  vast  extent  on  land,  is  the  hut,  which  is  consecrated  to  his  worship. 

certainly  bo  mean  idea ;  the  prospect  of  such  p^,  this  purpose  too  the  druids  performed  ail 

a  phm  may  be  as  extensive  as  a  prospect  of  their  ceremonies  in  the  bosom  of  the  darkest 

teooean:  but  can  it  ever  fill  the  mind  with  broods,  and  in  the  shade  of  the  oldest  and  most 

■Orthing  so  great  as  the  ocean  itself?    This  gpreaing  oaks.    No  person  seems  better  to 

ii  owing  to  several  causes ;  but  it  is  owing  to  have  understood  the  secret  of  heightening,  or 

BOBS  more  than  this,  that  the  ocean  is  an  ob-  ^f  setting  terrible  things,  if  I  may  use  the  ex- 

ject  of  no  small  terrour.    Indeed  terrour  is  in  preasion,  in  their  strongest  light,  by  the  force 

an  cases  whatsoever,  either  more  openly  or  ^f  ^  judicious  obscurity,  than  MUton.    His 

iBbemly,  the  ruling  principle  of  the  sublime,  description  of  death  in  the  second  book  is  ad 

-        •  bngoages  bear  a  strong  testimony  to  mirebly  studied ;  it  is  astonishing  with  what  a 


dM  affinity  of  these  idMS.    They  frequenUy  ^^^^y  p^,n^^  ^th  what  a  significant  and  ex 

me  the  same  word,  to  signify  indifibrently  the  preaive  uncertainty  of  strokes  and  colouring, 

•  Fart  L  sect,  i,  4, 7. 

I  Fait  lY.  sect  8. 4, 6,  &  |  Fait  lY.  sect  14, 1ft,  16. 
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he  has  finished  the  portrait  of  the  king  of  ter-  which  reason  I  shall  take  a  little  taan  pains  in 

rours :  clearing  it  up.    The  verses  are, 

If  shape  it  might  be'^caU'd^hlf^S^  had  none  Segnlus  Irritant  ^''i^.^^  f  «™|"XliSr^ 

DistinWflhable,  in  member,  joint,  or  limb  ;  ^^^  <1"«  """«  ^^^^'^  ""^J^^^*  fidelibus. 

Or  substance    might  be   call'd   that   shadow  q^  ^^  ^^^  j^^^  j^  g^g  founjja  ^  crilicira, 

For  each"wem»d  either;    black  he  stood  as  wherein  he  gives  painting  the  preference  to 

night ;  poetry  in  the  article  of  movmg  the  passions ; 

Pierce  as  ten  furies  ;  terrible  as  hell ;  principally  on  account  of  the  greater  cUamem 

And  shook  a  deadly  dart    What  seem'd  his  ^  ^^  jj^^  j^  represents.    I  believe  this  ex- 

The  like  Jess  of  a  kingly  crown  had  on.  ceUent  judge  was  led  into  this  mistake  (ifit  bo 

,     ...       ..„..,          ^  .  a  mistake)  by  his  system,  to  which  he  found 

In  this  descnpuon  all  18  dork,  uncertain,  con-  -^  ^^  confc^mable  than  I  imagine  it  will  be 

Pised,  terrible,  and  sublime  to  the  last  degree.  ^^^  ^^  experience.    I  know  several  who  ad- 

mire  and  love  painting,  and  yet  who  regard 

""^"^  the  objects  of  their  admiration  in  that  an  with 

cirr"rTrkxr   rw  coobiess  enough  in  comparison  of  that  warmth 

SECTION  IV.  ^jjjj  ^l^i^j,  jjjgy  ^g  animated  by  affecting 

pieces  of  poetry  or  rhetoric.     Among    the 

■JT  THE   DlFTEREKCE  BETWEEW  CLEAKHESS  ^^^^^  g^rt  of  people,  I  nCVCr  COUld  perccivs 

AND  OBscuaiTV  WITH  REOAHD  TO  THE  ^j^^^  painting  had  much  mfluence  on  their  pas 

PASsioirs.  BiODs.    It  is  true,  that  the  best  sorts  of  paint- 

It  is  one  thing  to  make  an  idea  clear,  and  ing,  as  well  as  the  best  sorts  of  poetry,  are  not 

another  to  make  it  affecting  to  the  imagination,  much  understood  in  that  sphere.    But  it  is 

If  I  make  a  drawing  of  a  palace,  or  a  temple,  noost  certain,  that   their  passions    are  very 

or  a  landscape,  I  present  a  very  clear  idea  of  strongly  roused  by  a  fanatic  preacher,  or  by 

those  objects ;  but  then  (allowing  for  the  effect  the  ballads  of  Chevy-chace,  or  the  Children  in 

of  imitation,  which  is  something)  my  picture  the  Wood,  and  by  other  little  popular  poems 

can  at  most  affect  only  as  the  palace,  temple,  and  tales  that  are  current  in  that  rank  of  life, 

or  landscape,  would  have  affected  in  the  real-  I  do  not  know  of  any  paintings,  bad  or  good, 

ity.    On  the  other  hand,  the  most  lively  and  that  produce  the  same  effect.    So  that  poetry, 

spirited  verbal  description  I  can  give,  raises  a  with  all  its  obscurity,  has  a  more  general,  as 

very  obscure  and  imperfect  idea  of  such  ob-  well  as  a  more  powerful  dcuninion  over  the 

jects  ;  but  then  it  is  in  my  power  to  raise  a  passions,  than  the  other  art.  And  I  think  there 

stronger  emotion  by  the  description   than  I  are  reasons  in  nature,  why  the  obscure  idea, 

could  do  by  the  best  painting.    This  experi-  when  properly  conveyed,  should  be  more  affect- 

ence  constantly  evinces.    The  proper  manner  ing  than  ^e  clear.     It  is  our  ignorance  of 

of  conveying  the  qff'ectioM  of  the  mind  from  things  that  causes  all  our   admiration,  and 

one  to  another,  is  by  words ;  there  is  a  great  chiefly  excites  our  passions.    Knowledge  and 

insufficiency  in  all  other  methods  of  communi-  acquaintance  make  the  most  striking  caines 

cation ;  and  so  far  is  a  clearness  of  imagery  affect  but  little.    It  is  thus  with  the  vulgar ; 

urom  being  absolutely  necessary  to  an  influence  and  all  men  are  as  the  vulgar  in  what  they  do 

upon  the  passions,  that  they  may  bo  consider-  not  understand.    The  ideas  of  eternity,  and 

ably  operated  upon,  without  presenting  any  infinity,  are  among  the  most  affecting  we  have: 

image  at  all,  by  certain  sounds  adapted  to  that  and  yet  peiiiaps  there  is  nothing  oi  which  we 

purpose ;  of  which  we  have  a  sufficient  proof  really  understand  so  little,  as  of  infinity  and 

in  the  acknowledged  and  powerful  effects  of  eternity.    We  do  not  any  where  meet  a  naoro 

instrumental  music.    In  reality,  a  great  cleaiw  sublime  description  than  this  justly  celebrated 

ness  helps  but  little  towards  affecting  the  pas-  one  of  Milton,  wherein  he  gives  the  portrait 

siotts,  as  it  is  in  some  sort  an  enemy  to  4dL  of  Satan  with  a  dignity  so  suitable  to  the 

enthusiasms  whatsoever.                            ^^i  ject : 


-He  above  the  rest 


In  shape  and  gesture  proudly  eminent 

SECTION  rrV.l  stood  like  a  tower  ;  his  form  had  yet  not  loflt 

' All  her  original  brightness,  nor  appeared 

THE  SAME  SUBJECT  coHTiMUED.  Lsss  than  archangel  ruin'd,  and  tn'  excess 

_  ,  .    „         *    A^    i.  Ofglory  obscur'd :  as  when  the  sun  newris»n 

There  are  two  verses  in  Horace's  Art  of  l^oHs  through  the  horizontal  misty  air 

Poetry  that  seem  to  contradict  this  opinion,  for  Shorn  of  bis  beams  i  or  from  behind  the  mnon 
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Ih  fim  eclpse  disastroui  twilUbt  sheds  of  our  emotion ;  but  when  this  grand  cause  of 

On  half  the  nations ;  and  with  fear  of  change  ♦•r^^.,..  ».<.ir«.  ;i.  .r.n«..«»^.  JL-. ;-  •i  :   :• 

Perplexes  monarrha.- terrour  makes  its  appearance,  what  is  it?  is  it 

not  wrapt  up  in  the  sliades  of  its  own  inoom- 
Here  is  a  very  noUe  picture ;  and  in  what  does  prehensible  darkness,  more  awful,  more  8U> 
this  poetical  picture  consist?  in  images  of  a  king,  more  terrible,  than  the  liveliest  descrip- 
tower,  an  archangel,  the  sun  rising  through  tion,  than  the  clearest  painting,  could  possibly 
mists,  or  in  an  eclipse,  the  ruin  of  monu'chs,  and  represent  it  ?  When  painters  have  attempted 
the  rerolutiooa  of  kingdoms.  The  mind  is  hur-  to  give  us  clear  representaticms  of  these  very 
ried  out  of  itsdf,  by  a  crowd  of  great  and  con-  fanciful  and  terrible  ideas,  they  have,  I  think, 
fused  images;  which  afiect  bec^se  they  are  almost  always  failed;  insomiKh  that  I  havo 
crowded  and  cooAised.  For  separate  them,  and  been  at  a  loss,  in  all  the  pictures  I  have  seen 
you  kwe  much  of  the  greatness ;  and  join  them,  of  hell,  whether  the  painter  did  not  intend  some- 
aid  you  infidlibly  lose  the  clearness.  The  im-  thing  ludicrous.  Several  painters  have  handled 
■ges  raised  by  poetry  are  always  of  this  obscure  a  subject  of  this  kind  with  a  view  of  assembling 
kind ;  though  in  general  the  effects  of  poetry  as  many  horrid  phantoms  as  their  imaginations 
are  by  DO  means  to  be  attributed  to  the  images  could  suggest;  but  all  the  designs  I  have  chanced 
it  raises ;  which  point  we  shall  examine  more  to  meet  df  the  temptations  of  St.  Anthony,  were 
at  large  hereafter.*  But  painting,  when  we  rather  a  sort  of  odd,  wild  grotesques,  than  any 
have  allowed  for  the  pleasure  of  imitation,  can  thing  capable  of  producing  a  serious  passion. 
Qoly  afiect  simply  by  the  images  it  presents ;  In  all  these  subjects  poetry  is  very  happy, 
sod  even  in  painting,  a  judicious  obscurity  in  Its  apparitions,  its  chimeras,  its  harpies,  its 
Nme  things  contributes  to  the  effect  of  the  allegorical  figures,  are  grand  and  affecting ; 
piccure  ;  because  the  images  in  painting  are  and  though  Virgil's  Fame,  and  Homer's  Di^ 
OBctly  similar  to  those  in  nature  ;  and  in  cord,  are  obscure,  they  are  magnificent  figures. 
Mtnre,  dark,  ccmfused,  imcertain  images  have  These  figures  in  painting  would  be  clear  enough, 
I  greater  power  on  the  fancy  to  form  the  grand-  but  I  fear  they  might  become  ridiculous, 
er  passions,  than  those  have  which  are  more 

dear  and  determinate.    But  where  and  when  — — - 
tins  obeerratioQ  may  be  applied  to  practice,  and 

i»w  frr  it  sfaaU  bo  extended,  wiU  be  better  de-  SECTION  V. 
(boed  firom  the  nature  of  the  subject,  and  from 

die  occasion,  than  from  any  rules  that  can  be  poweb. 
fivesi. 

I  am  sensible  that  this  idea  has  met  with  BcsiOES  those  things  which  dirwtbf  suggest 
•ppositioo,  and  is  likely  still  to  be  rejected  by  the  idea  of  danger,  and  those  which  produce  a 
wveraL  But  let  it  bo  considered,  that  hardly  similar  effect  firom  a  mechanical  cause,  I  knov 
any  thing  can  strike  the  mind  with  its  great-  of  nothing  sublime,  which  is  not  some  nxxll- 
less,  which  does  not  make  some  sort  oi  ap-  fication  of  power.  And  this  branch  rises  as 
praach  towards  infinity ;  which  nothing  can  do  naturally  as  the  other  two  branches,  fiom  ter- 
shilst  we  are  able  to  perceive  its  bounids ;  but  n>ur,  the  comnkon  stock  of  every  thing  that  is 
Id  see  an  object  distinctly,  and  to  perceive  its  sublime.  The  idea  of  power,  at  first  view, 
kouads,  is  one  and  the  same  thing.  A  clear  seems  of  the  class  of  those  indifferent  ones, 
idea  is  therefore  another  name  for  a  little  idea,  which  may  equally  belong  to  pain  or  to  plea- 
There  is  a  passage  in  the  book  of  Job  amazingly  sure.  But  in  reality,  the  affection  arising  firom 
nblime,  and  this  sublimity  is  principally  due  to  the  idea  of  vast  power  is  extremely  remote  firom 
the  terrible  uncertainty  of  the  thing  described :  that  neutral  chajracter.  For  first,  we  must  re- 
fa  tkoHghtB  from  the  vidona  of  tU  nighty  when  member,!  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ?^*  i°  i^  highest 
imp  deep/aUeih  upon  men,  fear  came  ufvn  me  degree,  is  much  stronger  than  the  highest  de- 
wd  ttmbUngf  tohieh  made  ail  my  bonee  to  ehake.  gree  of  pleasure ;  and  that  it  preserves  the  same 
Usa  a  epirii  paeeed  b^ore  my  face.  The  hair  Mieriority  through  all  the  subordinate  grada- 
ef  m^  fifth  atood  up.  It  etood  etUl,  but  I  could  tnos.  From  hence  it  is,  that  where  the  chances 
not  discern  the  form  thereof ;  an  image  viae  be-  for  equal  degrees  of  suffering  or  enjoyment  are 
fere  sms  eyee;  there  woe  eilence;  and  I  heard  in  any  sort  equal,  the  idea  of  thesuffering  must 
a  opacs, — Shall  mortal  man  be  mare  juet  than  always  be  prevalent.  And  indeed  the  ideas  of 
Ged?  We  are  first  prepared  with  the  utmost  pain,  and  above  all  of  death,  are  so  very  affect- 
aoieonity  for  the  vision ;  we  are  first  terrified,  ing,  that  whilst  we  remain  in  the  presence  of 
bsfbre  we  are  let  even  into  the  obscure  cause  whatever  is  supposed  to  have  the  povier  of  m* 
*  Part  y.  *  Part  I.  sect.  7 
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fljeting  eitber,  it  ii  impomble  to  be  peHectly  or  riunoceros.  Whenever  strength  if  onij  i 

free  from  terrotir.   Again,  we  know  by  ezperi-  ful,  and  emj^yed  for  our  benefit  or  our  pie*- 

•Doe,  that  ibr  die  enjoyment  of  pleasure,  no  sure,  then  it  is  never  sublime ;  (or  nothing  caa 

great  efforts  of  power  are  at  all  necessary ;  nay,  aet  agreeably  to  us,  that  does  not  act  in  eoii> 

we  know,  that  such  efforts  would  go  a  great  fixmity  to  our  will ;  but  to  act  agreeably  to  oar 

way  towards  destroying  our  satisfaction ;  jfbr  will,  it  must  be  subject  to  us,  and  therefore  cui 

pleasure  must  be  stolen,  and  not  forced  upon  never  be  the  cause  of  a  grand  and  oonmuuidnig 

us;  pleasure  follows  the  will;  and  thereibre  we  conception.    The  description  of  the  wild  aai, 

are  generally  affected  with  it  by  many  things  of  in  Job,  is  worked  up  into  no  small  sublimity, 

a  force  greatly  inferiour  to  our  own.  Butpainis  merely  by  insisting  on  his  freedom,  and  his 

always  inflicted  by  a  poww  in  some  way  supe-  setting  mankind  at  defiance ;  otherwise  the  de- 

rioor,  because  we  never  submit  to  pain  willingly,  scription  of  such  an  animal  oookl  have  nothing 

So  that  strength,  violence,  pain,  and  terrour,  noble  in  it.     JVho  hath  loa$ed  (says  be,)  tke 

are  ideas  that  rush  in  upon  the  mind  together,  bands  of  the  wild  au  ?  who$e  haute  Ihmemade 

Look  at  a  man,  or  any  other  animal  of  prodigious  thew^dernete^aandthehcrrtnUmdhudm^BtmgM* 

strength,  and  what  is  your  idea  before  reflec-  He  ecometh  the  nudtUude  of  the  dfy,  neUkar  re> 

tion?    Is  it  that  this  strength  will  be  subser-  gardeth  he  the  voice  o^  the  driver.    The  nmg9 

vient  to  you,  to  your  ease,  to  your  pleasure,  to  of  the  mountaint  ie  hiepaetttre.  The  magnifioeol 

your  interest  in  any  sense  ?    No ;  the  emotion  description  of  the  unicorn  and  of  leviathan  ia 

you  feel  is,  lest  this  enormous  strength  should  the  same  book  is  full  of  the  same  heif^rtening 

be  employed  to  the  purposes  of  rapine'*'  and  circumstances :  IViil  the  umeom  be  wiUiMg  is 

destruction.    That  power  derives  all  its  subli-  mrve  theel  eand  thou  bind  the  unicorn  wiA  ku 

mityfromtheterrourwith  which  it  is  generally  band  in  the  furrcw?  wilt  thou  truet  Mm  beemum 

accompanied,  will  appear  evidently  €rom  its  Me  etrength  is  great? — Canst  0iou  drmo  out 

effect  in  the  very  few  cases  in  which  it  may  leviathan  with  an  hook? — tviU  he  make  a  eav^ 

be  possible  to  strip  a  considerable  d^ree  c^  nant  mth  thee?  wilt  thou  take  him  for  m  servant 

strength  of  its  ability  to  hurt.    When  you  do  for  ever?  shall  not  one  be  cast  dawn  even  at  At 

this,  you  spoil  it  of  every  thing  sublime,  and  it  sight  of  him  7    In  short,  wheresoever  we  find 

immediately  becomes  contemptible.    An  ox  is  strength,  and  in  what  light  soever  we  look  upon 

a  creature  of  vast  strength ,  but  he  is  an  inno-  power,  we  shall  all  along  obsenre  the  sublune 

cent  creature,  extremely  serviceable,  and  not  at  the  concomitant  of  terrour,  and  contempt  tha 

all  dangerous ;  for  which  reason  the  idea  of  an  attendant  on  a  strength  that  is  subservient  and 

ox  is  by  no  means  grand.  A  bull  is  strong  too:  innoxious.    The  race  of  dogs  in  many  of  their 

but  his  strength  is  of  another  kind ;  often  veiy  kinds,  have  generally  a  competent  degree  of 

destructive,  seUom  (at  least  among  us)  of  strength  and  swiftness ;  and  they  exert  these 

ofabuUis 


any  use  in  our  business;  the  idea  of  a  bull  is  and  other  valuable  qualities  whidi  they  [ 

therefore  great,  and  it  has  frequently  a  place  in  greatly  to  our  convenience  and  pleasure.  Doga 

sublime  descriptions,  and  elevatii^  compari*  are  indeed  the  most  social,  affectionate,  and 

sObs.    Let  us  lookat  another  strong  animal,  in  amiable  ■w»m*l«  of  the  whole  brute  creation ; 

the  two  distinct  lights  in  which  •we  may  consi*  but  love  approadwa  much  nearer  to  contempt 

der  him.    The  horse  in  the  light  of  an  useful  than  is  oonmwnly  imagined ;  and  accordingly^ 

beast,  fit  for  the  plough,  the  road,  the  draft;  in  though  we  caress  dogs,  we  borrow  from  them 

every  social  useful  light,  the  horse  has  nothing  an  appellation  of  the  most  de^iicable  kind,  vrfaen 

sublime:  but  \a  it  thus  that  we  are  affected  we  employ  terma  of  reproadi;  and  this  appelhir 

with  him,  whose  neck  is  clothed  with  thw^der^  the  tion  is  the  ooomKin  mark  of  the  last  nleneaa 

ghry  of  v)hosenostriU  is  terrible f  who  swcdknoetk  and  contempt  in  every  language.  Wolves  have 

the  ground  with  .fierceness  and  rage,  neitiwr  bv  not  more  strength  thain  several  species  of  dogs; 

Ueveth  that  it  ie  the  sound  of  the  trumpet?    In  but,  on  aoooont  of  their  unmanageable  fieroe- 

this  description  the  usefiil  character  of  the  horse  ness,  the  idea  of  a  wdf  is  not  despicable ;  it  is 

entirely  disappears,  and  the  terrible  and  sublioaa  not  exdoded  fiiom  grand  descriptions  and  sinu* 

blaze  out  together.  We  have  continually  about  litodes.     Thus  we  are  affected  by  strengt!k, 

us  animals  of  a  strength  that  is  considerable,  whidi  is  natati  power.     The  power  which 

but  not  pernicious.     Among  these  we  never  arises  from  institution  in  kings  and  command 

kxik  for  the  suUime ;  it  comes  upon  us  in  the  ers,  has  the  same  connection  with  terrour. 

g|k>oniy  forest,  and  in  the  howling  wikiemess,  Soivereigns  are  frequently  addressed  with  the 

inthe  fixn  of  the  lion,  the  tiger,  the  pantfaeri  title  at  dread  mt^esty.  And  it  may  bo  observed, 

diat  young  peraons,  little  aoqnainted  with  the 

«  YUto  Paxt  nL  sect  SI  wvUaind  who  have  not  been  used  to  approach 
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ma  ii  power,  are  oommooly  9tKwk  with  an  of  the  justioe  widi  whidi  it  is  exercised,  nor 

awe  which  takes  away  the  free  use  cf  their  the  mercy  with  which  it  is  tempered,  can  whoOjr 

fiKubies.     When  I  prtpcrtd  my  9eat  m  iht  remove  the  terrour  that  naturally  arises  from  a 

tfwCy  (says  Job,)  the  yc^tng  men  «no  m^  and  force  which  nothing  can  withstand.     If  we 

hid  ikmmtom.   Indeed,  so  natural  is  this  timi*  rejoice,  we  rejoice  with  trembling :  and  erea 

dt^withregard  to  power,  and  so  strongly  does  whilst  we  are  receiving  benefits,  we  cannot  bat 

k  inhere  in  our  constitution,  that  very  few  are  shudder  at  a  power  which  can  confer  benefits 

able  to  conquer  it,  but  by  mixing  much  in  the  of  such  mighty  importance.  When  the  prophet 

'— --SSS  of  the  great  world,  or  by  using  no  David  contemplated  the  wonders  of  wisdom  and 

violenoe  to  their  natural  dispositions.    I  power  which  are  displayed  in  the  csconomy  of 

some  people  are  of  opinion,  that  no  awe,  man,  he  seems  to  be  struck  with  a  sort  of  divine 

■o  degree  of  terroor,  accompanies  the  idea  of  horrour,  and  cries  out,  JVar/i%  and  toond«r/ii% 

power:  and  have  hazarded  to  affirm,  that  we  am  I  model    An  heathen  poet  has  a  sentiment 

contemplate  the  idea  of  God  himself,  with-  of  a  similar  nature ;  Horace  looks  upon  it  as  the 

any  nich  emotion.     I  purposely  avoided,  last  effort  of  philosophical  ibrtiUide,  to  behold 

a  I  first  considered  this  subject,  to  introduce  without  terrour  and  amazemint,  this  immeiva 

iie  idea  of  that  great  and  tremendous  Being,  and  glorioos  fabric  of  the  universe : 

as  aa  example  in  an  argument  so  light  as  this  \  „  .      ,     .         . 

S^ ft«r>«oy occ«_r«d u, ».,  „« .„ «  ?.rp^'ss.j'.S5i^iS q'sfSd^r.-j^^u. 

•biectioa  to,  but  as  a  strong  oonfirmaUon  of,  imbuU  spectant 

■»  aotioos  in  this  matter.    I  hope,  in  what  I  -        .-     •  .^  j  ^  .  . 

gHOf  to  say,  I  shall  avoid>esumption,  L««t»u««  a  poet  not  to  be  suspected  of  giving 

la  it  is  ahnost  impossible  for  any  moclal  to  ^yto8upewUUoustenrours;yetwhenhesup. 

with  strict  propriety.    I  say  then,  that  ?«*?  ^^  whole  mechanism  of  nature  laid  open 

_  wa  coQsider  theGodhead  merely  as  he  is  ^^  ^?  «>»«««•./  h«  philosophy,  his  transport 

•a  olvact  of  the  understanding,  which  forms  a  ">  ^  magnificent  view,  which  he  has  lepr^ 

iMfilea  idea  of  power,  wisdom,  justice,  good.  "^^"^  1°  ^  colouni  of  such  bdld  and  hvely 

BBSS,  aU  stretched  to  a  degree  far  exceeding  P<^^'  ^  "^^""^  ^»**> »  ■*^«  of  secretdread 

the  bounds  of  oar  comprehension,  whilst  we  "^  horrour: 

eoaaader  the  Divinity  in  this  refined  and  ah-  His  tlbi  me  rebus  queedam  divina  volupcas 

skadad  light,  the  imagination  and  passions  J«rcipii»  **n"e  horror,  quod  sic  Naiura  tua  vl 

_c«j^^-!Lu-      ^^  J      dTi"  »~^*'""  Tarn  manifesta  patet  ex  omni  parte  retecta. 
are  fittia  or  nothing  affected.    But  because  we  '^  *^ 

aia  bosBd,  by  the  condition  of  our  nature,  to  But  the  scripture  alone  can  supply  ideas  aiw 

to  these  pore  and  intellectual  ideas,  sweraUetotnemajesty  of  this  subject.   In  the 

the  medium  of  sensible  images,  and  to  scripture,  wherever  God  is  represented  as  14H 

of  dbese  divine  qualities  by  their  evident  peering  or  speaking,  every  thing  terrible  in 

and  eawrtions,  it  becomes  extremely  baal  nature  is  called  up  to  heighten  the  awe  and 

witaaiiw  oar  idea  of  the  canse  frcun  the  solemnitjrof  the  divine  presence.   The  psalms, 

by  wbidi  we  are  led  to  know  it    Thus  and  the  prophetical  books,  are  crowded  with 


alHB  we  oootemplate  the  Deity,  his  attributes  instances  of  thui  kind.    The  earth  ihook  (says 

■id  their  operation  coming  united  on  the  mind,  the  fraalmist,)  the  heaofne  alao  dropped  at  iht 

6na  a  sort  of  sensible  image,  and  as  such  are  pretence  of  the  Lard.    And,  what  is  remark- 

eipahle  of  tflecting  the  imagination.    Now,  able,  the  painting  preserves  the  same  charao* 

Aaagh  ia  a  jost  idea  of  the  Deity,  perhaps  ter,  not  only  vrhen  he  is  supposed  descending 

■•ae  cf  bin  attribates  are  predominant,  yet  to  to  take  vengeance  upon  the  wicked,  but  even 

or  iiaaginsliun,  his  power  is  by  far  the  most  when  he  exerts  the  like  plenitude  of  power,  in 

■rridng .    Sone  reflection,  some  comparing,  is  acts  of  beneficence  to  mankind.    Tranblef  Vmt 

■ecsasary  to  satisfy  as  of  his  wisdom,  his  jus-  earth!  at  the  preeenee  of  the  Lard;  at  the  pre' 

lies,  and  his  goodness.    To  be  struck  with  his  tenee  of  the  Ood  qf  Jacob ;  whidi  turned  the 

power,  it  is  only  necessary  that  we  shook!  open  roek  into  Meandmg  toaterf  the  JUnt  into  a  fountain 

omeym,  Butvrhilstwe  contemplate  so  vast  an  qfwatert!    It  were  endless  to  enumerate  all 

object,  oader  die  arm,  as  it  were,  of  Almighty  the  passages,  both  in  the  sacred  and  profime 

poiver,  and  invested  upon  every  side  with  om-  writers,  which  establish  the  general  sentiment 

siprsMooe,  we  shrink  into  die  minuteness  of  of  mankind,  concerning  the  inseparable  union 

sor  own  nature,  and  are,  in  a  manner,  annihi-  of  a  sacred  and  reverential  awe,  with   our 

iMsd  befaa  him.    And  tfaoogh  a  consideration  ideas  of  the  divinity.     Hence  the  common 

rf  Us  other  attributes  may  relieve  in  some  maxim,  P^nimas  ta  orbe  deotfedt  timor.    Thii 

oar  apprehensioos;  yet  no  ooovietiflo  maxim  may  be,  as  I  believe  it  is,  false  with 
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Mimnl  tn  tha  ofiiriu  of  r^iffioD.    The  maker     lb"*  o*#«a«ri,  tola  rob  nocU,  per  umbram, 

tome  great  power  must  be  always  precedent  to  q  chaoB,  hoar  I  and  Phlegethon  profound ! 

oar  di«ad  of  it.    But  this  dread  must  necessap  Whose  solemn  empire  stretches  wide  around  ! 

rilv  ibUow  the  idea  of  such  a  power,  when  it  is  Oire  me,  ye  ereai  «f«mcndou8  nowcrs.  to  leU 

ruy  Miuuw  uw  iw  r-       »    ^.j^^inia  Of  scenes  and  wonders  In  the  depth  of  heU  • 

once  excited  m  the  mind.   It  is  on  this  principle  ^.^^  ^^  ^         ^^^^^  ^  jTj^j^^ 

that  true  religion  has,  and  must  have,  so  large  y^^  ^^^^  ^^^  realms  of  darkness  to  tht 

a  mixture  of  salutary  fear ;  and  that  ^ise  reli-  day.                                                  Pitt. 

gions  have  generally  nothing  ebe  but  fear  to  Q^cure  they  went  through  dreary  thadet  ihm 

support  ihcm.    Before  the  Christian  religion  led                                    ,  ,.     .    j 

hadras  it  were,  humanircd  the  idea  of  the  Di-  Along  the  uomU  dominions  of  the  '^•^^ 
vinity,  and  brought  it  somewhat  nearer  to  us, 

there  was  very  little  said  of  the  k)ve  of  God.  .^__ 
The  followers  of  Plato  hare  something  of  it, 

and  only  somethihg ;  the  other  writers  of  pagan  SECTION  VII. 
aniiquily,  whether  poets  or  philosophers,  no- 
thing at  all.    And  they  who  consider  with  what  vastjcess. 
infinite  attention,  by  what  a  disregard  of  every 

perishable  object,  through  what  long  habits  of  GmKATWuss*  of  dimension  is  a  poweiiU 

piety  and  contemplation  it  is,  any  man  is  able  cwaae  of  the  sublime.    This  is  too  evident, 

to  attain  an  entire  love  and  devotion  to  the  ^^^j  ^^  observation  too  common,  to  need  acy 

Deity,  will  easily  perceive,  that  it  is  not  the  illustration ;  it  is  not  so  comnaon  to  consider  in 

first,  the  most  natural,  and  the  most  striking  y^^^^  ^^y,  greatness  of  dimension,  vastneat  of 

effect  which  proceeds  from  that  idea.    Thus  extent  or  quantity,  has  the  most  striking  effect 

we  have  traced  power  through  its  several  gra-  Yot  certainly,  there  are  ways,  and  modes, 

dati<ns  unto  the  highest  of  all,  where  our  im&-  wherein  the  same  quantity  of  extension  shaD 

gination  is  finally  lost ;  and  we  &ui  terrour,  produce  greater  effects  than  it  is  found  to  do  in 

quite  throughout  the  progress,  its  inseparable  ^^tien.    Extension  is  cither  in  length,  height, 

companion,  and  growing  along  with  it,  as  far  ^^  depth.    Of  these  the  length  strikes  least; 

as  we  can  possibly  trace  them.    Now  as  power  uj  hundred  yards  of  even  ground  will  never 

is  undoubtedly  a  capital  source  of  the  sublime,  ^^^  g^J^  ^j^  ^g'ect  as  a  tower  an  hundred 

this  will  point  out  evidently  Cxwn  whence  its  y^^  ^igh,  or  a  rock  or  mountain  of  that  alti- 

energy  is  derived,  and  to  what  class  of  ideas  tu^j,.^    I  am  apt  to  imagine    likewise,  that 

we  ought  to  unite  it.  height  is  less  grand  than  depth ;  and  that  we 

are  more  struck  at  looking  down  fi'om  a  preci- 

"■^  pice,  than  looking  up  at  an  object  of  equal 

height ;  but  of  that  I  am  not  very  positive.    A 

SECTION  VL  perpendicular  has  more  force  in  forming  the 

sublime  than  an  indined  plane ;  and  the  ^ectt 

PRITATXON.  of  a  nigged  and  broken  surface  seem  stronger 

than  where  it  is  smooth  and  polished.    It  would 

All  general  privations  are  great,  because  c^ny  us  out  of  our  way  to  enter  in  this  place 

they  are  all  terrible ;  Focutfy,  Z>arfeiei«,  fiW»-  j^to  the  cause  of  these  appearances ;  but  cer-. 

tude^  and  Silence.    With  what  a  fire  of  imagi-  ^^  jj  -^  ^^y  afford  a  large  and  fruitful  field 

nation,  yet  with  what  severity  of  judgment,  has  ^f  speculation.    However,  it  may  not  be  amias 

Virgil  amassed  all  these  circumstances,  where  i^  ^^^  ^  ^^^^  remarks  upon  magnitude,  that 

he  knows  that  all  the  images  of  a  tremendous  ^  ^^  ^^^  extreme  of  dimension  is  sublime, 

dignity  ought  to  be  united,  at  the  mouth  of  hell !  ^  ^  |^t  extreme  of  littleness  is  in  some  me*- 

where,  before  he  unlocks  the  secrets  of  the  sure  sublime  likewise;  when  we  attend  to  the 

great  deep,  he  seems  to  be  seized  with  a  reli-  infinite  divisibility  of  matter,  when  we  pursue 

gious  horrour,  and  to  retire  aatonished  at  the  animal  life  into  those  excessively  small,  and 

boldness  of  his  otfvn  design:  yet  organised  beings,  that  escape  the  nicest 

Dll  quibus  Imperium  est  anlmarum,  umbrasque  inquisition  of  the  sense,  when  wc  push  our 

'-mlentee !  discoveries  yet  downward,  and  consider  thote 

El  Chaos,  et  Plegeihon !  loca  nocte  nlentia  creatures  so  many  degrees  yet  smaller,  andtiM 

91t  mlhi  fas  audita  loqui !  sit  numlne  vestro  iv  «««  o 

Pandsre  res  alta  terra  et  caltgtne  mersas :  *  ^wi  i  v .  sea.  v 
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itm  diminisfting  scale  of  ejustence,  in  tnciag  of  some  remark,  some  complaint,  or  song 

which  the  imagination  is  lost  as  well  as  the  which  having  struck  powerfully  on  their  disor 

iCQse,  we  become  amazed  and  confounded  at  dered  imagination  in  the  beginning  of  their 

die  wooders  of  minuteness ;  nor  can  we  distin-  phrenzy ,  every  repetition  reinforces  it  with  new 

gush  in  its  effect  this  extreme  of  littleness  from  strength ;  and  the  huny  of  their  spirits  unr»» 

!he  vast  itself.    For  division  must  be  infinite  strained  by  the  curb  of  reason,  continues  it  U 

as  well  as  addition ;  because  the  idea  of  a  per-  the  end  of  their  lives. 

feet  unity  can  no  more  be  arrived  at,  than  that 

of  a  ooa^te  whole,  to  which  nothing  may  be  ^— — 

addsd. 


SECTION  IX. 


SECTION  Vin.  SUCCESSION  aitd  uifiroRMrry. 

iiminTY.  Succession  and  ttniformity  of  parts  are  whal 

constitute  the  artificial  infinite.    1.  Suctxsnanf 

AjroTHEH  source  of  the  sublime  is  ii\fiiaty ;  which  is  requisite  that  the  parts  may  be  con- 

ifitdoes  not  rather  belong  to  the  last.    Infinity  tinued  so  long  and  in  such  a  direction,  as  by 

las  a  tendency  to  fill  the  mind  with  that  sort  of  ^«»*'  fi^ucnt  impulses  on  the  sense  to  impress 

delightful  horrour,  which  is  the  most  genuine  ^o  imagination  with  an  id^  of  their  progress 

dfcct,  and  truest  test  of  the  sublime.    There  beyond  their  actual  limits.     2.    Umformity; 

ve  scarce  any  things  which  can  become  the  because  if  the  figures  of  the  parts  should  be 

objects  of  our  senses,  that  are  really  and  in  changed,  the  imagination  at  every  change  finds 

Aeir  own  nature  infinite.    But  the  eye  not  ^  check ;  you  are  presented  at  every  alta-ation 

being  able  to  perceive  the  bounds  of  many  ^'^^  ^^o  termination  of  one  idea,  and  the  be- 

tldngf ,  they  seem  to  be  infinite,  and  they  pro-  ginning  of  another ;  by  which  means  it  becomes 

dnce  the  same  effects  as  if  they  were  really  so.  impossible  to  continue  that  uninterrupted  pro- 

ITe  are  deceived  in  the  like  manner,  if  the  gression,  which  alone  can  stamp  on  bounded 

puts  of  some  large  object  are  so  continued  to  objects  the  character  of  infinity.^    It  is  in  this 

iny  injefinite  number,  that  the  imagination  ^^^  ^  artificial  infinity,  I  believe,  we  ought  to 

■eets  DO  check  which  may  hinder  its  extend-  la*  fo^  *«•  cause  why  a  rotund  has  such  a 

lag  them  at  pleasure.  noble  effect.    For  in  a  rotund,  whether  it  be  a 

Whenever  we  repeat  any  idea  frequently,  building  or  a  plantation,  you  can  no  where  fix 

Ibe  mind,  by  a  sort  of  mechanism,  repeats  it  *  boundary ;  turn  which  way  you  will,  the  same 

lo«g  after  the  first  caii^e  has  ceased  to  operate.*  object  still  seems  to  continue,  and  the  imagina- 

Ifter  whirling  about,  when  we  sit  down,  the  t»on  has  no  rest.    But  the  parts  must  be  uni- 

•bjects  about  us  stiU  seem  to  whirl.    Af\er  a  form,  as  well  'as  circularly  disposed,  to  give  tliis 

tag  succession  of  noises,  as  the  faU  of  waters,  figure  its  fuU  force  ;  because  any  difference, 

or  the  beating  of  forge  hammers,  the  hammers  whether  it  be  in  the  disposition,  or  in  the  figure, 

beat  and  the  water  roars  in  the  imagination  or  even  in  the  colour  of  the  parts,  is  highly 

long  after  the  first  sounds  have  ceased  to  affect  prejudicial  to  the  idea  of  infinity,  which  every 

it;  and  they  die  away  at  last  by  gradations  change  must  check  and  interrupt,  at  every  al- 

•hich  are  scarcely  perceptible.    If  you  hold  teration  commencing  a  new  series.    On  the 

^>  a  straight  pole,  with  your  eye  to  one  end,  it  »me  principles  of  succession  and  uniformity, 

win  seem  extended  to  a  length  almost  incredi-  Ae  grand  appearance  of  the  ancient  heathen 

blB.t    Place  a  number  of  uniform  and  equidis-  temples,  which  were  generally  oblong  forms, 

IttC  marks  on  this  pole,  they  wiU  cause  the  with  a  range  of  uniform  pUlars  on  every  side, 

SMDe  deception,  and  seem  multiplied  without  ^^^  be  easily  accounted  for.    From  the  same 

end.    The  senses,  strongly  affected  in  some  cause  also  may  be  derived  the  grand  effect  of 

one  manner,  cannot  quickly  change  their  tenour  the  aisles  in  many  of  our  own  old  cathedrals, 

or  adapt  themselves  to  other  things ;  but  they  The  form  of  a  cross  used  in  some  churches 

eootittue  in  their  oU  channel  until  the  strength  wems  to  me  not  so  eligible  as  the  parallelogram 

of  the  first  mover  decays.    This  is  the  reason  ^  tbe  ancients ;  at  least,  I  imagine  it  is  not  so 

rfan  appearance  very  frequent  in  madmen;  ,  .,     .^^,        .     ^     „ 

At  U.^;  «a»in  who.,  day,  .nd  „,gh«,  «me-  , J  p'l^i,tjrfV:iXlo«>T.hin'i?."?.TlSf 

tmes  whole  years,  m  the  constant  repetition  ^auae  in  the  rotund  at  one  glance  you  see  half 

the  building.    This  I  do  not  imagine  to  be  Iht 

•  Fart  lY.  sect  !&           \  Part  IV.  sect.  14.  real  cause. 
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proper  for  the  outside.    For,  suppoeing  the  when  they  were  Bufiered  to  nm  to  immni— 

inns  ofthe  cross  every  wa  J  equal,  if  you  stmiid  distances.   A  true  artist  should  put  a  generooi 

in  a  direction  parallel  to  any  of  tbs  side  walls,  deceit  on  the  spectators,  and  effect  the  noUeiC 

or  colonnades,  instead  ofadec^tion  that  makes  designs  by  easy  methods.    Designs  that  ar» 

the  building  more  extended  than  it  is,  you  are  vast  onJ^  by  their  dimensions,  are  always  the 

cnt  off  from  a  considerable  part  (two  thirds)  of  sign  of  a  common  and  low  imagination.    No 

its  adual  length ;  and  to  prerent  all  possibility  work  of  art  can  be  great,  but  as  it  deceives;  to 

of  progression,  the  arms  of  the  cross  taking  a  be  otherwise  is  the  prerogative  of  nature  only, 

new  direction,  make  a  right  angle  with  Uie  A  good  eye  will  fix  the  medium  betwixt  an  ex* 

beam,  and  thereby  wholly  turn  the  imagination  cessive  length  or  height,  (for  the  same  objectioo  ^ 

from  the  repetition  of  the  former  idea.    Or  sup-  lies  agunst  both,)  and  a  short  or  broken  quan- 

pose  the  spectator  placed  where  he  may  take  a  tity:  and  perhi^Hi  it  might  be  ascertained  to  a 

direct  view  of  such  a  building,  what  will  be  the  tolerable  degree  of  exactness,  if  it  was  my  pinw 

consequence  ?  the  necessary  consequence  will  pose  to  descend  far  into  the  particulars  of  any 

be,  that  a  good  part  of  the  basis  of  each  angle  art. 
fonned  by  the  intersectioa  of  the  arms  (^  the  ^_^^ 

cross,  must  be  inevitably  loat;  the  whole  must 

of  course  assume  a  broken  unconnected  figure ;  QTrr^prmsr  -vi 

the  lights  most  be  unequal,  here  strong,  and  SECTION  XI. 

there  weak ;  without  that  noble  gradation,  which  

the  perspecUve  always  efiects  on  parts  dispo-  nfrnf ity  iw  plkasiko  objects. 

sed  uninterruptedly  in  a  right  line.    Some  or  all 

of  these  objections  wiU  Ue  against  eveiy  figure        IwnwiTT,  though  of  another  kind,  canm 

of  a  cross,  in  whatever  view  you  take  it.    I  ™«*  «  <^  pleasure  m  agreeable,  as  weU  m 

exempUfied  them  in  the  Greek  cross,  in  which  ?»  ^  *j<^«nt  in  sublime  unages.    The  spring 

these  faults  appear  the  most  strongly ;  but  they  "  "»«  pleasantest  of  the  seasons ;  and  the  yooaf 

appear  in  some  degree  in  aU  sorts  of  crosses.  "  °**^  ammals,  though  far  from  being  com- 

Indeed  there  is  nothing  more  prejudicial  to  the  P^^^Y  fashioned,  afford  a  more  agreeable  seo- 

grandeur  of  buildings,  than  to  abound  in  angles;  «tion  than  the  fuD  grown ;  beoause  the  imagt 

a  fimlt  obvious  in  many;  and  owing  to  an  in-  °*^<** "  entertained  with  the  promise  of  sona^ 

ordhiate  thirst  for  variety,  which,  whenever  it  thingmore.anddoesnotacquiesceinthepresent 

prevails,  is  sure  to  leave  very  Uttle  true  taste,  ^i^}  ^  «?«■«»••    "  unfinished  sketches  of 

drawmg,  I  have  otleo  seen  something  wfaidi 

___  pleased  me  beyond  the  best  finidiing;  uad  this 

I  believe  proceeds  fixm  the  cause  I  have  just 

SECTION  X.  ^^  assigned. 
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To  the  sublime  in  buikling,  greatness  of  di*  SECTION  XII. 

mension  seems  requisite ;  for  on  a  few  parts, 

and  those  small,  the  imagination  cannot  rise  to  DiFFzctn.Tr. 

any  idea  of  infinity.    No  greatness  in  the  mai^ 

ner  can  effectually  compensate  for  the  want  of        Aitothee*  source  of  greatness  is  digkkl^ 

proper  dimensions.    There  is  no  danger  of  When  any  wo*  seems  to  have  required  in. 

drawing  men  into  extravagant  designs  by  this  naense  force  and  labour  to  effect  it,  the  idea  is 

rule ;  it  carries  its  own  cauUon  along  with  it.  grtnd.    Stonehenge,  neither  for  disposiUon  nor 

Because  too  great  a  length  in  buildings  destroys  ornament,  has  any  thing  admirable ;  but  thoM 

the  purpose  of  greatness,  which  it  was  intended  huge  rude  masses  of  stone,  set  on  end,  and  pUoc 

to  promote;  the  perspective  wiU  lessen  it  in  each  on  other,  torn  the  mind  on  the  immeiMe 

toight  as  it  gains  in  length;  and  wiU  bring  it  force  necessary  for  such  a  work.    Nay,  the 

at  last  toapomt;  turning  the  whole  figure  into  rudeness  of  the  work  increases  this  cause  of 

asort  of  triangle,  the  poorest  m  its  effect  of  grandeur,  as  it  excludes  the  idea  of  art  and 

almost  any  figure  that  can  be  presented  to  the  contrivance;  for  dexterity  produces  another  sort  ' 

eye.    I  have  ever  observed,  that  colonnades  of  effect,  which  is  different  enough  from  thia. 
and  avenues  of  trees  of  a  moderate  length, 
were  without  oompariaon  far  grander,  than  ^^  part  IV.  sect.  4, 5, 8. 
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SECTION  Xm.  Haw  woB  he  honoured  m  the  midat  of  tUfm- 

pie,  m  Me  eondng  out  of  the  eanetuary !    He 

MAOiaFiCENCE.  UHU  OM  the  manung  etar  m  the  midU  of  a  doud^ 

and  aa  the  moon  at  thefuU;  ae  the  tun  ahining 

BiAONUicKjrcE  is  likewise  a  source  of  the  tipan  the  temple  of  the  Moet  Sigh,  and  ae  the 

■blime.    A  great  profusion  of  things,  which  rainbow  giving  light  in  the  bright  cloude:  and 

■«  ipleadid  or  valuable  in  themselves,  is  ma#>-  aetheflawerof  roeee  in  the  firing  of  the  year,  m 

^fkmA,    Thit  stany  heaven,  though  it  occurs  UUee  6y  the  rioere  of  watere,  and  ae  thefrankin^ 

m  very  frequently  to  our  view,  never  fails  to  eenee  tree  in  eunaner ;  aejtre  and  ineenee  m  the 

ante  an  idea  of  grandeur.    This  cannot  be  ceneer,  and  ae  a  veaed  of  gUd  eel  with  predoue 

emmg  to  the  stars  themsehres,  separately  con-  etonea ;  aaa  fear  olive  tree  budding  forth  fhdt, 

■lered.    The  number  is  certainly  the  cause,  and  aa  a  eypreaa  whuJi  groweth  up  to  the  cUmda, 

The  apparent  disorder  augments  the  grandeur,  When  he  put  on  the  robe  of  honour^  md  waa 

far  (be  appearance  of  care  is  highly  contrary  to  clothed  tot<A  theperfection  of  ghry,  toAen  he  went 

mr  ideas  of  magnificence.    Besides,  the  stars  up  to  the  holy  aitar,  he  made  the  garment  of  ho» 

lis  is  sndi  apparent  confusion,  as  makes  it  im-  lineaa  honourctUe.    He  himaelf  atood  by   thi 

posiftle  on  ocdinary  occasions  to  reckon  them,  hearth  of  the  altar,  eompaaaed  ufith  hu  brethren 

TUs  gives  them  the  advantage  of  a  sort  of  in-  round  about ;  aaa  young  cedar  in  JJbanua,  and 

iuty.    In  works  of  art,  this  kind  of  grandeur,  aa  palm  treee  eompaaaed  ihey  him  about.    80 

which  consists  in  mnkitude,  is  to  be  very  can-  were  aU  the  aona  of  Aaron  in  their  glory,  and  the 

Insly  admitted;  because  a  profusion  of  ex-  oblationaoftheLordintheirhanda,^^ 
ciliMt  tilings  is  not  to  be  attained,  01  with  too 

■aeb  difficulty;  and  because  in  many  cases  ■ 
Ihas  splendid  confusion  would  destroy  all  use, 

«hkh  abooki  be  attended  to  in  most  of  the  SECTION   XIV. 
•vks  of  art  with  the  gretflest  care ;  besides  it 

iitsbsooasidered,  that  unless  yoa  can  produce  light. 
iisppssiinrn  of  infini^  by  your  disorder,  you 

«S  havs  disorder  only  witl^t  magnificence.  HAvnro  considered  extension,  so  far  as  it  u 

IWrs  are,  however,  a  sort  of  fir»>works,  and  capable  of  raising  ideas  of  greatness ;  colour 

Mse  other  things,  that  in  this  way  succeed  comes  next  under  consideration.    All  colours 

vsO,  and  &re  truly  grand.    There  are  also  depend  on  light.    Light  therefore  ou^t  previ- 

■aay  descriptions  in  the  poets  and  orators,  ously  to  bo  examined ;  and  with  it  its  opposite, 

shidi  owe  tlieir  sublimit  to  a  ridiness  and  darkness.    With  regard  to  light,  to  make  it  a 

fntanan  of  images,  in  which  the  mind  is  so  cause  capable  of  producing  the  sublime,  it 

dix]ded  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  attend  to  must  be  attended  with  some  circumstances, 

that  exact  coherence  and  agreement  of  the  al-  besides  its  bare  faculty  of  shewing  other  ob- 

hisioos,  which  we  shouki  require  on  every  other  jects.    Mere  light  is  too  common  a  thing  to 

occasion.   I  do  not  now  remember  a  more  stri'c-  make  a  strong  impression  on  the  mind,  and 

ing  examine  of  this,  than  the  description  which  without  a  strong  impression  nothing  can  be 

b  given  of  the  king's  army  in  the  play  of  Henry  sublime.    But  such  a  li^t  as  that  of  the  sun, 

Ibe  Fourth .  immediately  exerted  on  the  eye,  as  it  overpow- 

All  furniah'd,  all  in  arms,  ers  the  sense,  is  a  very  great  idea.    Light  of 

All  plmnM  like  ostriches  that  with  the  wind  an  inferiour  strength  to  this,  if  it  moves  with 

!^  !If  •  J'?"  ?k'''''°*  ^X^H^i"^'  P^^  celerity,  has  the  same  power ;  for  light- 

AsftaOofspfmasthemonthofMay,  *.            _*  •  1        j    »•       /      j           l  •  1 

Awl  gorgeous  as  the  son  In  midsummer,  ^i  "  certamly  productive  of  grandeur,  which 

Wanton  as  youthful  goats,  wild  as  young  bulls  it  owes  chiefly  to  the  extreme  velocity  of  its 

I SBW jrouns  Harry  with  his  beaver  on  motion.    A  quick  transition  fixMn  light  to  dark- 

mm  from^e  rround  like  fwiber'd  Mercury  j  frwndarkness  to  Usht,  has/et  a  greater 

Aad  vanhed  wuh  such  ease  Into  his  seat,  "^\     MWiMu«»«c«i  «#  u^^n,.,  uwjrcAaijicatcr 

As  tf  aa  ausel  dropped  from  the  clouds  «n«c^    But  darkness  is  more  producUve  of 

To  mm  and  wind  a  fiery  Tegasus.  sublime  ideas  than  light.    Our  great  poet  was 

la  that  excdlent  book,  so  remarkable  for  the  C(»vinced  of  this ;  and  indeed  so  full  was  ho 

vivacity  of  its  descriptions,  as  well  as  the  soli-  of  this  idea,  so  entirely  possessed  with  the 

di^  and  penetrati<»  of  its  sentences,  the  Wis-  power  of  a  weU  managed  darkness,  that  in 

doa  of  the  son  of  Sirach,  there  is  a  noble  pane-  describing  the  appearance  of  the  Deity,  amidst 

gfricoothe  high  priest  Simon  die  son  of  Onias;  that  profiision  of  magnificent  images,  which 

■ad  it  is  a  very  fine  examine  of  the  point  be-  the  grandeur  of  his  subject  provokes  him  to 

lonng:  pour  out  upon  every  side,  he  is  far  from  forget* 
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ting  the  obscurity  which  surrounds  the  most  SECTION  XVI. 
incomprehensible  of  all  beings,  but 

^Wlth  the  majesty  of  (for*n«««  round  colour  cowsidered  as   productitb    of 

Circles  his  throne. the  sublime. 

And  what  is  no  less  remarkable,  our  author  had  ^, 

the  secret  of  presereing  this  idea,  eren  when  Amoho  colours,  such  as  are  soft  or  cheerfiil 

he  seemed  to  depart  the  farthest  from  it,  when  (except  perhaps  a  ttrong  red  which  is  cfae«r- 

he  describes  the  light  and  glory  which  flows  ^^)  »«>  ^^^  ^  produce  grand  miagcs.    Am 

from  the  divine  presence;  aUghtwhichby  iti  inmiens©  mountain  covered  with  a  shining 

voiy  excess  is  converted  into  a  species  of  dark-  g^en  turf,  is  nothing,  in  this  respect,  to  one 

Qegg,  dark  and  gloomy ;  the  cloudy  sky  is  more  grand 

'  .     .,            ......     ^.  than  the  blue;  and  night  more  sublime  and 

Dark  with  excessive  light  thy  skirts  appear.  ^,^^  ^y^^  j^y       Therefore  in   historic^ 

Here  is  an  idea  not  only  poetical  in  an  high  painting,  a  gay  or  gaudy  drapery  can  nerer 

degroe,  but  strictly  and  philosophically  just,  have  a  happy  effect:  -and  in  buikiings,  whan 

Extreme  light,  by  overcoming  the  organs  of  the  highest  degree  of  the  sublime  is  intended, 

sight,  obliterates  all  objects,  so  as  in  its  effect  the  materials  and  omamoDts  ought  neither  to 

exactly  to  resemble  darkness.    AAer  boking  be  white,  nor  green,  nor  yellow,  nor  blue,  nor 

for  some  time  at  the  sun,  two  black  spots,  the  of  a  pale  red,  nor  violet,  nor  spotted,  but  of  nd 

impression  which  it  leaves,  seem  to  dance  be-  and  fuscous  colours,  as  black,  oc  brown,  or  deep 

fore  our  eyes.    Thus  are  two  ideas  as  opposite  purple,  and  the  like.    Much  of  gikiing,  moMP 

as  can  be  imagined  reconciled  in  the  extremes  icg,  painting,  or  statues,  contribute  but  little  to 

of  both ;  and  both  in  spite  of  their  opposite  the  sublime.    This  rule  need  not  be  put  in 

nature,  brought  to  concur  in  producing   the  practice,  except  where  an  uniform  degree  of 

sublime.    And  this  is  not  the  only  instance  the  most  striking  sublimity  is  to  be  produced, 

wherein  the  opposite  extremes  operate  equally  and  that  in  every  particular ;  for  it  ought  to  be 

in  favour  of  tho  sublime,  which  in  all  things  observed,  that  this  melancholy  kind  of  greats 

abhors  mediocrity.  ncss,  though  it  be  certainly  the  highest,  ought 

not  to  be  studied  in  all  sorts  of  edifices,  where 

^^—  yet  grandeur  must  be  studied:  in  such  caaee 

the  sublimity  must  be  drawn  fitxn  the  othet 

cTrnrprnxr  -wir  sources ;  with  a  strict  caution  however  agaiaol 

bJiO  1  ION  XV.  ^y  jjjj^  |.g|j^  ^^  ^i^j .  „  nothing  so  effect 

ually  deadens  the  whole  taste  <^  the  sublime. 

LIGHT  IN  BUILDIirO.  "^ 

As  the  management  of  light  is  a  matter  (rf*  ""-^ 
importance  in  architecture,  it  is  worth  inquir- 
ing, how  far  this  remaric  is  applicable  to  build-  SECTION  JLwii. 
ing.    I  think  then,  that  all  edifices  calculated 

to  produce  an  idea  of  the  sublime,  ought  rather  soxTino  akd  LOtTDirESS. 
to  be  dark  and  gloomy,  and  this  for  two  rea- 
sons ;  the  first  is,  that  darkness  itself  on  other  The  eye  is  not  the  only  organ  of  sensation, 
oocasi(His  is  known  by  experience  to  have  a  by  which  a  sublime  passion  may  be  produced, 
greater  effect  on  the  passions  than  light.  The  Sounds  have  a  great  power  in  these  as  in  most 
second  is,  that  to  make  an  object  very  striking,  '  other  passions.  I  do  not  mean  words,  becauee 
we  should  make  it  as  different  as  possible  from  words  do  not  affect  simply  by  their  sounds,  but 
the  objects  with  which  we  have  been  immedi-  by  means  altogether  different  Excessive  loud* 
ately  conversant ;  when  therefore  you  enter  a  ness  alone  is  sufficient  to  overpower  the  soul, 
building,  you  cannot  pass  into  a  greater  light  to  suspend  its  action,  and  to  fill  it  with  ter- 
than  you  had  in  the  open  air ;  to  go  into  some  rour.  The  noise  of  vast  cataracts,  raging 
few  degrees  less  luminous,  can  make  only  a  storms,  thunder,  or  artillery,  awakes  a  great 
trifling  change;  but  to  make  the  transition  and  awful  sensation  in  the  mind,  though  we 
dioroughly  striking,  you  ought  to  pass  from  the  can  observe  no  nicety  or  artifice  in  those  sorts 
greatest  light,  to  as  much  darkcess  as  is  con-  of  music.  The  shouting  of  multitudes  has  a 
sistent  wi^  the  uses  of  architecture.  At  night  similar  effect ;  and,  by  the  sole  strength  of  the 
the  contrary  rule  will  hold,  but  for  the  very  same  sound,  so  amazes  and  confounds  the  imagi* 
reason ;  and  the  more  highly  a  room  is  then  nation,  that,  in  this  staggering  and  hurry  of 
iUuminated,  the  grander  will  the  passion  be.  the  mind,  tihe  best  established  tempers 
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_  fi>rb#ar  being  borne  down,  and  joining     Quale  per  Incertam  lunam  f  ub  inee  malign* 
in  the  common  cry,  and  coounon  resolution  of     ^*'  ''*'  '"  ajlfia, 

crowd.  ^  ^^j^j  Bhadow  of  uncertain  light, 

Like  aa  a  lamp,  whose  life  doth  fade  away ; 
^-«i»B  Or  as  the  moon  clothed  with  cloudy  night 

Doth  shew  to  him  who  walks  in  fear  and  great 
SECTION  XVin.  affright  Spcmbsi. 

But  light  now  appearing,  and  now  leaving  na, 

iUDDEmfsaa.  ^^  ^  ^^  *^  ^^*  ^^  ®^®°  '"^^  terrible  than 

total  darknera :  and  a  sort  of  uncertain  sounds 

ASUDDES  beginning,  or  sudden  cessation  *^»  ^^®"  ^®  necessary  dispositions  concur, 

«f  wmnd  of  any  considerable  force,  has  the  ^^  alarming  than  a  total  sUence. 

mam  power.    The  attention  is  roused  by  this ; 

and  the  &calties  driven  forward,  as  it  were,  "~— ~ 

«■  their  guard.    Whatever  either  in  sights  or 


makes  the  transition  from  one  extreme  SECTION  XX. 

Is  the  other  easy,  causes  no  terrour,  and  con- 

seqnenlly  can  be  no  cause  of  greatness.    In  ''^^  cries  or  ajximals. 

tmry  thing  sudden  and  unexpected,  we  are  apt        _, 

10  stBft ;  that  is,  we  have  a  perception  of  dan-  ,   ^^^^  **^  *"  *™»^®  *«  ^^'^^  inarticu- 

ger,  and  our  nature  rouses  us  to  guard  against  ?*®  ^^^^  *»  °*«°»  ^  *°y  animals  in  pain  or 

it    It  may  be  observed  that  a  single  sound  of  danger,  are  capable  of  conveying  great  ideas ; 

sosM  flrength,  though  but  of  short  duration,  if  "°^®^  »'  °f  ^«  well-known  voice  of  some  crea^ 

wpeaied  after  intervals,  has  a  grand  effect  ^'^'  ^  ^"^^  ^®  *™  ^°^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  <»n- 

Pew  things  are  more  awful  than  the  striking  ^"P^    '^^^  ^STT  tones  of  wild  beasts  are 

rf  a  great  ck)ck,  when  the  sUence  of  the  night  *^"*"y  capable  of  causing  a  great  and  awful 

yreveats  the  attention  from  being  too  much  ■«°»^»on- 

dissipated.    The  same  may  be  said  of  a  single  ^'"^  exaudiri  gemitus,  iroBque  leonum 

UrakeoQ  a  drum,  repeated  with  pauses;  and  Vinclarecusanium,  et  sera  sub  nocte  ruden 

af  the  SDOcessive  firing  of  cannon  at  a  distance,  geti^erlque  sues,  atque  in  pricsepibas  ursi 

Al  die  eflects  menticmed  in  this  section  have  Stevire ;  ei  formce  magnorum  ululare  luporum. 

■mes  itrj  nearly  alike.  It  might  seem  that  these  modulations  of  sound 

carry  some  connection  with  the  nature  of  the 

— i...  things  they  represent,  and  are  not  merely  arbi- 
trary ;  because  the  natural  cries  of  all  animals, 

SECTION  XIX.  «^en  of  those  animals  with  whom  we  have  not 

been  acquainted,  never  fail  to  make  themselves 

niTEBinTTiifo.  sufficiently  understood ;  this  cannot  be  said  of 

language.    The  modifications  of  sound,  which 

A  LOW,   tremulous,   intermiUing   sound,  may  be  productive  of  the  sublime,  are  ahnoat 

iboa^  it  seems  in  some  respects  opposite  to  infinite.    Those  I  have  mentioned,  are  only  a 

Ibt  just  mentioned,  is  productive  of  the  sub-  few  instances  to  shew,  on  what  principles  ther 

ine.  It  is  worth  while  to  examine  this  a  little,  i^  aU  built. 
The  &ct  itself  must  be  determined  by  every  ^^-~" 

■■a's  own  experience  and  reflection.    I  have 

ilready  observed,*  that  night  increases  our  SECTION  XXL 

iRToar,  more  perhaps  than  any  thing  else ;  it 

ii  oar  nature,  when  we  do  not  know  what  may  smell  awd  taste,    bitters  awd 

lappen  to  us,  to  fear  the  worst  that  can  hap-  stenches. 

pen ;  and  hence  it  is,  that  uncertainty  is  so 

torriUe,  that  we  often  seek  to  be  rid  of  it,  at        Sbiells  and  tastes,  have  some  share  too  in 

the  hazard  of  a  certain  mischief.    Now,  some  jdeas  of  greatness ;  but  it  is  a  small  one,  weak 

luw,  confused,  uncertain  sounds,  leave  us  in  in  its  nature,  and  confined  in  its  operations.    I 

fce  tarae    fearful   anxiety  concerning   theii  ^^^^^  only  observe,  that  no  smells  or  tastes  can 

»,  that  no  light,  or  an  uncertain  light,  does  produce  a  grand  sensation,  except  excessive 


aaieemiiig  the  objects  that  surround  us.  bitters,  and  intolerable  stenches.    It  is  true 

that  these  affections  of  the  smell  and  tasta^ 
*  Section  3.  when  they  are  in  their  fiiU  iorce.  and  lean  di 
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rectlj  upon  the  Bmsorjf  aroBimi^y  pminfiil,«ad  degrees  of  laboar,  pain,  angaiahi  tonnent,  ii 

auxxmpanied  with  no  sort  of  delight ;  b»jrt  when  productive  olt  the  sublime ;  and  nothing  dsa  ia 

Jiey  are  moderated,  as  in  a  description  or  this  sense  can  produce  it.    I  need  not  givi 

narrative,  they  become  sources  of  the  sublime,  here  any  fresh  instances,  as  those  given  in  the 

as  genuine  as  any  other,  and  upon  the  very  former  sections  abundantly  illustrate  a  remari^ 

same  principle  of  a  moderated  pain.    "  A  cup  that  in  reality  wants  only  an  attention  to  natnra, 

of  bitterness ;"   "to  drain  the  bitter  cup  of  to  be  made  by  every  body, 

fortune ;"  "  the  bitter  apples  of  Sod<Hn ;"  Uiese  Having  thus  run  through  the  causes  of  tha 

are  all  ideas  suitable  to  a  sublime  description,  sublime  with  reference  to  all  the  senses,  mj 

Nor  is  this  passage  of  Virgil  without  sublimi-  first  observation  (sect.  7.)  will  be  found  vetj 

ty,  where  the  stench  of  the  vapour  in  Albuena  nearly  true ;  that  the  suUime  is  an  idea  ba> 

conspires  so  happily  with  the  sacred  horrour  longing  to  sell^preservation ;  that  it  is  therefora 

and  gloominess  of  that  prophetic  forest:  one  of  the  most  affecting  we  have;  that  its 

At  rex  BollcUus  monstris  oracula  Faunl  strongest  emotion  is  an  emotion  of  distress ; 

ti'atidici  genitoris  adit,  lucosque  sub  alta  and  that  no  pleasure'''  from  a  positive  causa 

Consulii  Albunea,  nemorum  qua  maxima  sacra  belongs  to  it.    Numberless  examples,  besides 

Fonte  sonai ;  stBvamque  exhalat  opaca  Mephi-  t^ose  mentioned,  might  be  brought  in  support 

of  these  truths,  and  many  perhaps  useful  coD> 

In  the  sixth  book,  and  in  a  very  sublime  de-  gequences  drawn  from  them— 

■cription,  the  poisonous  exhalati^  of  Acheron  g^d  fuglt  intcrea,  ftigit  IrrevocabUe  tempus, 

IS  not  forgot,  nor  does  it  at  all  disagree  with  Singula  dum  capti  circumvectamur  amore. 
the  other  images  among  which  it  is  introduced : 

Spelunca  alta  fuit,  vastoque  immania  hiatu  the  xvd  of  the  secokd  paxt. 
Scrupea,  luta  lacu  nigro,  nemorumque  tene* 

bri»y  ■ 
Quam  super  haud  ullie  poterant  Unpune  vo- 

lantes 

Tendere  iter  pennis,  ^o/is  aeae  halitua  atria  PART  HI.— SECTION  I. 
Faucibua  effundena  aupera  od  eonvtxa  ferC' 

^^  or  BEAUT7. 

1  have  added  these  examples,  because  some 

friends,  for  whose  judgment  I  have  great  defer-  It  is  my  design  to  consider  beau^  as  distiA> 

ence,  were  of  opmion,  that  if  the  sentiment  guished  firom  the  sublime ;  and,  in  the  coona 

stood  nakedly  by  itself,  it  would  be  subject,  at  of  the  inquiry,  to  examine  how  far  it  is  consis- 

first  view,  to  burlesque  and  ridicule ;  but  this  tent  with  it.    But  previous  to  this,  we  nnist 

I  imagine  would  principally  arise  from  con-  take  a  short  review  of  the  opinions  already  en- 

sidering  the  bitterness  and  stench  in  company  tertained  of  this  quality ;  which  I  tliink  are 

with  mean  and  contemptible  ideas,  with  which  hardly  to  be  reduced  to  any  fixed  principles 

it  must  be  owned  they  are  often  united ;  such  because  men  are  used  to  talk  of  beauty  in  a 

an  onion  degrades  the  sublime  in  all  other  in-  figurative  manner,  that  is  to  say,  in  a  manner 

stances  as  well  as  in  those.    But  it  is  one  of  extremely  uncertain,  and  indeterminate.    Bj 

the  tests  by  whidi  the  sublimity  of  an  image  beauty  I  mean  that  quality,  or  those  qualities 

is  to  be  tried,  not  whether  it  becomes  mean  in  bodies,  by  which  they  cause  love,  or  some 

wiien  associated  with  mean  ideas:  but  whether,  pa»i(Mi  similar  to  it.    I  confine  this  definition 

when  united  with  images  of  an  allowed  gran-  to  the  merely  sensible  qualities  of  things,  for 

dcur,  the  whole  composition  is  supported  with  the  sake  of  preserving  the  utmost  simplicity  in 

digni^.    Things  which  are  terrible  are  always  &  subject  which  must  always  distract  us,  when* 

great ;  but  when  things  possess  disagreeable  ^^^  ^e  take  in  those  various  causes  of  sytx^ 

qualities,  or  such  as  have  indeed  some  degree  pathy  which  attach  us  to  any  persons  or  things 

of  danger,  but  of  a  danger  easily  overcomsi  ^^om  secondary  considerations,  and  not  mm 

ihey  are  merely  mitous,  as  toads  wd  spiders.  the  direct  force  which  they  have  merely  oo 

being  viewed.    I  likewise  distinguish  love,  by 

— _  which  I  mean  that  satisfaction  which  arises  to 

the  mind  upon  contemplating  any  thing  beau- 

SECTION  XXn.  tiful,  of  whatsoever  nature  it  may  be,  from  de- 
sire or  lust ;  which  is  an  energy  of  the  mind, 

FEELING.    PAiH.  ^^  hurries  US  ou  to  the  possession  of  certain 

Orfedmgi  little  more  can  be  said  than  that  objects,  that  do  not  affect  us  as  they  are  baau* 

iw  idea  of  bodily  pain,  in  aD  the  modes  and  e  yide  Part  L  sect  0 
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lifid,  but  by  means  altogether  different.    We  is  from  this  absolute  indifference  and  tranquil- 

ihaO  have  a  strong  desire  for  a  woman  of  no  lity  of  the  mind,  that  mathematical  specula- 

rwMilislile  beauty ;  whilst  the  greatest  beauty  tions  derive  some  of  their  most  considerable 

k  SBso,  or  in  other  animals,  though  it  causes  advantages ;  because  there  is  nothing  to  inte- 

bvt,  yet  it  excites  nothing  at  all  <^  desire,  rest  the  imagination ;  because  the  judgmem 

Which  shews  that  beau^,  and  the  passion  sits  free  and  unbiassed  to  examine  the  point 

onsed  by  beauty,  which  I  call  love,  is  differ-  All  proportions,  every  arrangement  of  quanti^ 

■ft  fitxn  desire,  though  desire  may  sometimes  is  alike  to  the  understanding,  because  the  same 

^  iperaie  along  with  it;  but  it  is  to  this  latter  truths  result  to  it  from  all ;  from  greater,  from 

'  te  wo  must  attribute  those  violent  aud  tern-  leiser,  from  equality    and    inequality.     But 

fmtuoam  passions,  and  the  consequent  emo-  surely  beauty  is  no  idea  belonging  to  mensu- 

lions  of  the  body  which  attend  what  is  called  ration ;  nor  has  it  any  thing  to  do  with  calcu- 

bvs  in  some  of  its  ordinary  acceptations,  and  lation  and  geometry.   If  it  had,  we  might  then 

■Clothe  effects  of  beauty  merely  as  it  is  such,  point  out  some  certain  measures  which  we 

could  demonstrate  to  be  beautiful,  either  as 

■  simply  considered,  or  as  related  to  others  ;  and 

we  could  call  in  those  natural  objects,  ibr  whose 

SECTION  II .  beauty  we  have  no  voucher  but  the  sense,  to 

this  happy  standard,  and  confirm  the  voice  of 

nopoRTioM  HOT  THE  CAUSE  or  BEAUTY  our  passious  by  the  determination  of  our  rea- 

nr  TKOETABLEs.  son.    But  since  we  have  not  this  help,  let  us 

see  whether  proportion  can  in  any  sense  be 

Bkautt  hath  usually  been  said  to  consist  in  considered  as  the  cause  of  beauty,  as  hath  been 

certain  proportiuos  of  parts.  On  considering  the  so  generally,  and  by  some  so  confidently  affirm- 

■stter,  [  have  great  reason  to  doubt,  whether  ed.    If  proportion  be  one  of  the  constituents 

kasuty  be  at  all  an  idea  belonging  to  propor-  of  beauty,  it  must  derive  that  power  either 

lioD.    Proportion  relates  almost  whofly  to  con-  from  some  natural  properties  inherent  in  cer- 

fMiieooe,  as  every  idea  of  order  seenn  to  do ;  tain  measures,  which  operate  medianically  ; 

■d  it  must  therefive  be  considered  as  a  crea-  from  the  operation  of  custom ;  oc  from  the  fit- 

Iveaf  the  understanding,  rather  than  a  primary  ness  which  some  measures  have  to  answer 

cnse  acting  on  the  senses  and  imagination,  some   particular  eixis  of  conveniency.     Our 

b  is  not  by  the  force  of  long  attention  and  iiH  business  therefore  is  to  enquire,  whether  the 

faiy  that  we  find  any  object  to  be  beautifiil ;  parts  <^  those  objects,  which  are  found  beauti- 

ksao^  demands  no  assistance  from  our  reason-  fill  in  the  vegetable  or  animal  kingdoms,  are 

ilg;  even  the  will  is  unconcerned;  the  ap-  Constantly  so  formed  according  to  such  certain 

psarance  of  beauty  as  effectually  causes  some  measures,  as  may  serve  to  satisfy  us  that  their 

4grse  of  love  in  us,  as  the  application  of  ice  beauty  results  from  those  measures  on  the  prin 

«fire  produces  the  ideas  of  heat  or  cold.    To  ciple  of  a  natural  mechanical  cause ;  or  from 

■an  snmHhing  like  a  satisfactory  conclusion  custom ;  or,  in  fine,  from  their  fitness  for  any 

■  this  point,  it  were  well  to  examine,  what  determinate  purposes.    I  intend  to  examine 

praportion  is ;  since  several  who  make  use  of  this  point  under  each  of  these  heads  in  their 

te  WQtd,  do  not  always  seem  to  understand  order.    But  before  I  proceed  further,  I  hope  it 

VBiy  dearly  the  force  of  the  term,  nor  to  have  will  not  be  thought  amiss,  if  I  lay  down  tho 

viry  distinct  ideas  concerning  the  thing  itself,  rules  which  governed  me  in  this  inquiry,  and 

PkoportioQ  is  the  measure  of  relative  quantity,  which  have  misled  me  in  it,  if  I  have  gone 

Bince  al  quantity  is  divuible,  it  is  evident  astray.    1.  If  two  bodies  produce  the  same  or 

Ikrt  every  distinct  part  into  which  any  quan-  a  similar  effect  on  the  mind,  and  on  examina- 

tky  is  divided,  must  bear  some  relation  to  the  tion  they  are  found  to  agree  in  scmie  of  their 

odicr  parts,  or  to  the  whole.    These  relations  properties,  and  to  differ  in  others    the  commoo 

five  an  origin  to  the  idea  of  proportion.  They  effect  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  \  roperties  in 

U9  diaoovcred  by  mensuration,  and  they  are  which  they  agree,  and  not  to  those  in  which 

the  objects  of  mathematical  inquiry.     But  they  differ.    2.  Not  to  account  for  the  effect  of 

whether  any  part  of  any  determinate  quantity  a  natural  object  from  the  effect  of  an  artificial 

Is  a  fourth,  or  a  fifth,  or  a  sixth,  or  a  moiety  of  object.    S.  Not  to  account  for  the  effect  of  any 

the  whole ;  or  whether  it  be  of  equal  length  natural  object  fitmi  a  conclusion  of  our  reason 

with  any  other  part,  or  double  its  length,  or  but  concerning  its  uses,  if  a  natural  cause  may  be 

SM  half,  ts  a  matter  merely  indifferent  to  the  assigned.    4.  Not  to  admit  any  determinate 

maad ;  it  stands  neuter  in  die  question :  and  it  quantity,  or  any  relation  of  quantity,  as  the 
Vol.  L— 5 
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cane  of  a  certam  effect,  if  the  effect  b  produ-  SECTION  III 
ced  by  different  or  opposite  measures  and  reUp 

tioDs ;  or  if  these  measures  and  relations  maj  proportioit  hot  ths  cauib  of  beauty  Ui 

exist,  and  yet  the  effect  may  not  be  produced.  AiriMALt. 
These  are  the  rules  which  I  have  chiefly  fol* 

(owed,  whilst  I  examined  into  the  power  of  pro-  That  proportion  has  birt  a  small  shire  in 

portion  considered  as  a  natural  cause;  and  theformationofbeauty,  is  fuKas  evident  among 

these,  if  he  thinks  them  just,  I  request  the  rea-  animals.    Here  the  greatest  variety  of  shapes 

ier  to  carry  with  him  throughout  the  following  and  dispositions  of  parts,  are  well  fitted  tm 

discussion;  whilst  we  enquire  in  the  first  place,  excite  this  idea.    The  swan,  coafe0edly  a 

m  what  things  we  find  this  quality  of  beauty :  beautifiil  bird,  has  a  neck  longer  than  the  rasC 

next,  to  see  whether  in  these  we  can  find  any  of  his  body,  aind  but  a  very  short  tail :  is  this  a 

assignable   proportions,  in  sodi  a  manner  as  beautiful  proportion  ?  we  must  allow  that  it  is. 

ought  to  convince  us  that  our  idea  of  beau^  But  then  what  riiall  we  say  to  the  peacock, 

results  irom  them.    We  shall  consider  thu  who  has  comparatively  but  a  short  neck,  with 

pleasing  power,  as  it  appears  in  vegetables,  in  a  tail  longer  than  the  nedc  and  the  rest  of  the 

theinferiour  animals,  and  in  man.    Turning  body  taken  together?     How  many  birds  am 

our  eyes  to  the  vegetable  creation,  we  find  no-  there  that  vary  infinitely  from  each  of  theae 

thing  there  so  beautiful  as  flowers ;  but  flowers  standards,  and  fix>m  every  other  which  you 

are  almost  of  every  sort  of  shape,  and  of  every  can  fix;  with  proportions  different,  and  often 

sort  of  disposition ;  they  are  turned  and  fash-  directly  opposite  to  each  other !  and  yet  many 

ioned  into  an  infinite  variety  of  forms  ;  and  of  these  birds  are  extremely  beautiful ;  when 

firom  those  forms  botanists  have  given  them  upon  considering  them  we  find  nothing  in  any 

their  names,   which  are  almost  as  various,  one  part  that  might  determine  us  il  priarij  to 

What  proportion  do  we  discover  between  the  say  what  the  others  ought  to  be,  nor  indeed  to 

stalks  and  the  leaves  of  flowers,  or  between  the  guess  any  thing  about  them,  but  what  experi- 

leaves  and  the  pistils?    How  does  the  slender  ence  might  shew  to  be  full  of  disappointment 

stalk  of  the  rose  agree  with  the  bulky  head  and  mistake.    And  with  regard  to  the  ooloan 

under  which  it  bends?  but  the  rose  is  a  beau-  either  of  birds  or  flowers,  for  there  is  some- 

tiful  flower ;  and  can  we  undortake  to  say  that  thing  similar  in  the  colouring  of  both,  whether 

t  does  not  owe  a  great  deal  of  its  beauty  even  they  are  considered  in  their  extension  or  gra- 

tothatdisproportion;  the  rose  is  a  large  flower,  dation,  there  is  nothing  of  proportion  to  be 

yet  it  grows  upon  a  small*8hrub ;  the  flower  of  observed.    Some  are  of  but  one  single  colour, 

the  apple  is  very  small,  and  grows  upon  a  large  others  have  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow , 

tree ;  yet  the  rose  and  the  apple  blossom  are  some  are  of  the  primary  colours,  others  are  of 

both  beautiful,  and  the  plants  that  bear  them  the  mixt ;  in  short,  an  attentive  observer  may 

are  most  engagingly  attired,  notwithstanding  soon  conclude,  that  there  is  as  little  of  propoiw 

this  disproporticMi.    What  by  general  consoit  ti(»i  in  the  colouring  as  in  the  shapes  of  these 

is  allowed  to  be  a  more  beautiful  object  than  objects.     Turn  next  to  beasts;  examine  the 

an  orange  tree,  flouridiing  at  cmce  with  its  head  of  a  beautifiil  horse ;  find  what  proportion 

leaves,  its  blossoms,  and  its  fruit?  but  it  is  in  that  bears  to  his  body,  and  to  his  limbs,  and 

vain  that  we  search  here  for  any  proportion  what  relations  these  have  to  each  other ;  and 

between  the  height,  the  breadth,  or  any  thing  when  you  have  settled  these  proportions  as  % 

else  concerning  the  dimensions  of  the  whole,  standud  of  beauty,  then  take  a  dog  or  cat,  or 

or  concerning  the  relation  of  the  particular  any  other  animal,  and  examine  how  far  the 

parts  to  each  other.    I  grant  that  we  may  ob-  same  proportions  between  their  heads  and 

serve  in  many  flowers,  something  of  a  regular  their  necks,  between  those  and  the  body,  and 

figure,  and  of  a  methodical  disposition  of  the  so  on,  are  found  to  hold ;  I  think  we  may  safely 

leaves.    The  rose  has  such  a  figure  and  such  a  say,  that  they  differ  in  every  species,  yet  that 

disposition  of  its  petals ;  but  in  an  oblique  there  are  individuals  found  in  a  great  maii^ 

view,  when  this  figure  is  in  a  good  measure  species  so  differing,  that  have  a  very  striking 

kMt,  and  the  order  of  the  leaves  confounded,  beauty.    Now,  if  it  be  allowed  that  verydiffer- 

it  yet  retains  its  beauty ;  the  rose  is  even  more  ent,  axid  even  contrary,  forms  and  dispoaitiooa 

beautiful  before  it  is  full  Uown ;  and  the  bud,  are  consistent  with  beauty,  it  amounts  I  beUeve 

before  this  exact  figure  is  formed ;  and  this  is  to  a  concession,  that  no  certain  meaaureSy 

not  the  only  instance  wherein  method  and  exact-  operating  from  a  natural  principle,  are  necee 

ness,  the  soul  of  proportion,are  found  rather  pre-  sary  to  produce  it,  at  least  so  far  asthe.bnita 

judicial  than  serviceable  to  the  cause  of  beauty,  species  is  concerned. 
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SECTION  ly.  beauty  agreed  among  thomscWes  about  the 

IMToportions  of  the  human  body?  some  hold  it 

mopomnov  hot  thx  cause  of  bcautt  in  to  be  seyen  heada ;  some  make  it  eight ;  whilst 

THs  HiTif  AN  8PECXXS.  Others  extend  it  even  to  ten ;  a  vast  difference 

in  such  a  mall  number  of  divisions !    Others 

Taxms  are  some  parts  of  the  human  body,  take  other  methods  of  estimating  the  propor- 

Ikat  are  obaenred  to  bold  certain  proportions  to  tions,  and  all  with  equal  success.  But  are  these 

•icfa  other ;  but  beCbre  it  can  be  proved,  that  proportioips  ejoictly  the  same  in  all  handsome 

ibe  efficient  cause  of  beauty  lies  in  these,  it  men?  or  are  they  at  all  the  proportions  founa 

Must  be  shewn,  that  wherever  these  are  found  in  l)pautiful  women?  nobody  will  say  that  they 

enct,  the  person  to  whom  they  belong  is  beau-  are ;  yet  both  sexes  are  undoubtedly  capable  of 

lifid:  I  mean  in  the  efi*ect  pipduced  on  the  beauty,  and  the  female  of  the  greatest;  which 

view,  either  of  any  member  distinctly  coosi-  advantage  I  believe  will  hardly  be  attributed  to 

dwed,  or  of  the  whole  body  together.    It  must  the  superiour  exactness  of  proportion  in  the  fair 

b  Hkewlse  shewn,  that  these  parts  stand  in  sex.    Let  us  rest  a  moment  on  this  point ;  and 

mth  a  relation  to  each  other,  that  the  com-  consider  how  much  difference  there  is  between 

pirisQO  between  them  may  be  easily  made,  and  the  measures  that  prevail  in  many  similar  parts 

ikat  the  affection  of  the  mind  may  naturally  of  the  body,  in  the  two  sexes  of  this  single  spe- 

nsultfromit.    For  my  part,  I  have  at  several  ciesonly.    If  you  assign  any  determinate  pro- 

tioMs  very  carefuUy  examined  many  of  those  portions  to  the  limbs  of  a  man,  and  if  you  limit 

praportioDs,  and  found  them  hold  very  nearly,  human  beauty  to  these  proportions,  ^en  you 

flr  ahogether  alike  in  many  subjects,  which  find  a  woman  who  diff*erB  in  the  make  and  mea- 

vsre  not  only  very  different  from  one  another,  sures  of  almost  every  part,  you  must  conclude 

but  where  one  has  been  very  beautiful,  and  the  her  not  to  be  beautiful,  in  ^ite  of  the  sugges- 

«ber  very  remote  fi'om  beauty.    With  regard  tions  of  your  imagination;  or,  in  obedience 

to  die  parts  which  are  found  so  proportioned,  to  your  imagination,  you  must  renounce  your 

6ey  are  oAra  so  remote  fi-om  each  other,  in  rules ;  you  must  lay  by  the  scale  and  compass, 

■tnsfinn,  nature,  and  office,  that  I  cannot  see  and  look  out  for  some  other  cause  of  beauty. 

htam  they  admit  of  any  comparison,  nor  conse-  For  if  beauty  be  attached  to  certain  measures 

foemly  how  any  effect  owing  to  pn^rtion  can  which  operate  from  a  principle  m  tiofurr,  why 

fMidt  from  than.   The  neck,  say  they  in  beau-  should  similar  parts  with  different  measures  of 

tifid  bodies,  shouki  measure  with  the  calf  of  the  proportion  be  found  to  have  beauty,  and  this  too 

lag;  it  should  likewise  be  twice  the  circum-  in  the  very  same  species?  but  to  open  our  view 

mnce  of  the  wrist.    And  an  infinity  of  obser-  a  little,  it  is  worth  observing,  that  almost  all 

latkas  of  this  kind  are  to  be  found  in  the  animals  have  parts  of  very  much  the  same  na- 

writingB  and  conversations  of  many.  But  what  ture,  and  destined  nearly  to  the  same  purposes  ? 

idttion  has  the  calf  of  the  leg  to  the  neck ;  or  an  head,  neck,  body,  feet,  eyes,  ears,  nose,  and 

^her  of  these  parts  to  the  wrist?   These  pro-  mouth ;  yet  Providence,  to  provide  in  the  best 

portioDB  are  certainly  to  be  found  in  handsome  manner  for  their  several  wants,  and  to  display 

bodies.    They  are  as  certainly  in  u^y  ones ;  the  riches  d*  his  wisdom  and  goodness  in  his 

as  any  who  will  take  the  pains  to  try  may  find,  creation,  has  worked  out  of  these  few  and  simi- 

Nay,  I  do  not  know  but  they  may  be  least  per-  lar  organs,  and  members,  a  diversity  hardly 

feet  in  some  of  the  most  beautiful.    Tou  may  short  of  infinite  in  their  disposition,  measures, 

•toign  way  proportions  you  please  to  every  part  and  relation.   But,  as  we  have  before  observed, 

«f  the  hunan  body  ;  and  I  undertake  that  a  amidst  this  infinite  diversity,  one  particular  is 

painter  shall  religiously  observe  them  all,  and  common  to  many  species :  several  of  the  in- 

■otwithstanding  produce,  if  be  pleases,  a  veiy  dividuals  whidi  compose  them  are  capable  of 

■^  figure.    The  same  painter  shall  c(»isider-  affecting  us  with  a  sense  of  loveliness ;  and 

ably  deviate  (irom  these  proportions,  and  pro-  whilst  they  agree  in  producing  this  effect,  they 

Alee  a  very  beautiful  one.    And  indeed  it  may  differ  extremely  in  the  relative  measures  q( 

be  observed  in  the  master-pieces  of  the  ancient  those  parts  which  have  produced  it.    These 

nd  modem  statuary,  that  several  of  them  differ  considerations  were  sufficient  to  induce  me  t* 

very  widely  fifom  the  proportions  of  others,  in  reject  the  notion  of  any  particular  proportfons 

parts  very  oon^icuous  and  of  great  consider-  that  <^perated  by  nature  to  produce  a  pleasing 

itioo ;  and  that  they  differ  no  less  from  the  effect ;  but  those  who  wiQ  agree  with  me  with 

proportions  we  find  in  living  men,  of  forms  regard  to  a  particular  proportion,  are  strongly 

sidbemely  striking  and  agreeable.    And  after  prepossessed  in  favour  of  one  more  indefinite 

ll,  bow  are   the  partisans  of  pniportional  They  imagine,  that  although  beau*y  in  gea«i% 
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is  anijexed  to  no  c^rt&in  measures  comiocm  to  ly,  several  buildings  are  by  no  means  of  the  form 
the  several  kinds  of  pleasing  plants  and  ani-  of  that  particular  square,  which  are  notwitb- 
mals ;  yet  that  there  is  a  certain  proportion  in  standing  planned  by  the  best  ardiitects,  and 
each  species  absolutely  essential  to  the  beauty  produce  an  effect  altogether  as  good,  and  per- 
of  that  particular  kind.   If  we  consider  the  ani-  haps  a  better.    And  certainly  nothing  coukl  be 
mal  world  in  general,  we  find  beauty  confined  more  unaccountably  whimsical,  than  for  an  ar» 
to  no  certain  measures ;  but  as  some  peculiar  chitect  to  model  his  performance  by  the  human 
measure  and  relation  of  parts  is  what  distin-  figurr,  since  no  two  things  can  have  less  resen- 
gulsbes  each  peculiar  class  of  animals,  it  must  blance  or  anal(^,  than  a  man,  and  an  boose 
of  necessity  be,  that  the  beautiful  in  each  kind  or  tem{de:  do  we  need  to  observe,  that  their 
will  be  found  in  the  measures  and  proportions  purposes  are  entirely  different?    What  I  am 
ofthatkind;  for  otherwise  it  would  deviate  from  apt  to  suspect  is  this:  that  these  analogiea 
its  proper  species,  and  become  in  some  sort  were  devised  to  give  a  credit  to  the  works  of 
monstrous:  however,  no  species  is  so  strictly  art,  by  shewing  a  confbrmi^  between  them  and 
confined  to  any  certain  proportions,  that  there  the  noblest  works  in  nature ;  not  that  the  latter 
is  not  a  considerable  variation  among  the  Id-  served  at  all  to  supply  hints  for  the  perfection 
dividuals;  and  as  it  has  btfen  shewn  of  the  of  the  former.    And  I  am  the  more  fiilly  coo- 
human,  so  it  may  be  shewn  <^  the  brute  vinced,  that  the  patrons  of  proportion  have 
kinds,  that  beauty  is  found  indifferently  in  all  transferred  their  artificial  ideas  to  nature,  and 
the  proportions  which  each  kind  can  admit,  not  borrowed  from  thence  the  proportions  they 
without  quitting  its  common  form ;  and  it  is  this  use  in  works  of  art ;  because  in  any  discussion 
idea  of  a  common  form  that  makes  the  pr(^>or-  of  this  subject  they  always  quit  as  soon  as  poe- 
tion  of  parts  at  all  regarded,  and  not  the  ope-  sible  the  open  field  of  natural  beauties,  the  ani- 
ration  of  any  natural  cause :  indeed  a  little  mal  and  vegetable  kingdoms,  and  fortify  them- 
consideration  will  make  it  appear,  that  it  is  not  selves  within  the  artificial  lines  and  angles  of 
measure  but  manner  that  creates  all  the  beauty  architecture.     For  there  is   in   mankind  an 
which  belongs  to  shape.    What  light  do  we  unfortunate  jnopensity  to  make  themselves, 
borrow  from  these  boasted  proportions,  when  we  their  views,  and  their  works,  the  measure  of 
study  ornamental  design?  It  seems  amazing  to  excellence  in  every  thing  whatsoever.    Ther»> 
me,  that  artists,  if  they  were  as  well  convinced  fore  having  observed  that  their  dwellings  were 
as  they  pretend  to  be,  that  proportion  is  a  prin-  most  commodious  and  firm  when  they  were 
cipal  cause  of  beauty,  have  not  by  them  at  all  thrown  into  regular  figures,  with  parts  answer- 
times  accurate  measurements  of  all  sorts  of  able  to  each  other ;  they  transferred  these  ideas 
beautiful  animals  to  help  them  to  proper  pro-  to  their  gardens ;  they  turned  their  trees  into 
portions,  when  they  woukl  contrive  any  thing  pillars,  pyramids,  and  obelisks ;  they  formed 
elegant,  especially  as  they  frequently  assert,  their  hedges  into  so  many  green  walls,  and 
that  it  is  fi'om  an  observation  of  the  beautiful  in  fashioned  their  walks  into  squares,  triangles, 
nature  they  direct  their  practice.    I  know  that  and  other  mathematical  figures,  with  exactness 
it  has  been  said  long  since,  and  echoed  back-  and  symmetry ;  and  they  thou^^t,  if  they  were 
ward  and  forward  from  one  writer  to  another  a  not  imitating,  they  were  at  least  improving  na 
thousand  times,  that  the  proportions  of  building  ture,  and  teaching  her  to  know  her  business 
have  been  taken  firom  those  of  the  human  body.  But  nature  has  at  last  escaped  firom  their  dis 
To  make  this  forced  analogy  complete,  they  ciplino  and  their  fetters ;  and  our  gardens,  if 
represent  a  man  with  his  arms  raised  axid  ex-  nothing  else,  declare,  we  begin  to  feel  thif 
tended  at  full  length,  and  then  describe  a  sort  mathematical  ideas  are  not  the  true  measures 
of  square,  as  it  is  formed  by  passing  lines  of  beauty.    And  surely  they  are  full  as  little  so 
along  the  extremities  of  this  strange  figure,  in  the  animal,  as  in  the  vegetable  world.    For 
But  it  appears  very  clearly  to  me,  that  the  is  it  not  extraordinary,  that  in  these  fine  de- 
htunan  figure  never  stJ^pUed  the  architect  with  scriptive  pieces,  these  innumerable  odes  and 
any  of  his  ideas.    For  in  the  first  place,  men  elegies  which  are  in  the  mouths  of  all  the  world, 
Are  very  rarely  seen  in  this  strained  posture ;  it  ana  many  of  which  have  been  the  entertain* 
is  not  natund  to  them ;  neither  is  it  at  all  be-  ment  of  ages,  that  in  these  pieces  which  de- 
coming.     Secondly,  the  view  of  the  human  scribe  love  with  such  a  passionate  energy,  and 
figure  so  disposed,  does  not  naturally  suggest  represent  its  object  in  mich  an  infinite  \-arie^ 
the  idea  of  a  square,  but  rather  of  a  cross ;  as  of  lights,  not  one  word  is  said  of  proportion,  i 
liiat  large  space  between  the  arms  and  the  it  be,  what  some  insist  it  is,  the  principal  c<«w 
ground,  must  bo  filled  with  eomething  before  it  ponent  of  beauty ;  whilst  at  the  same  time, 
can  malce  any  body  think  of  a  square.    Third-  several  other  qualities  are  very  fi-equendy  tn^ 
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warm!/  ineoti<»ied  ?  But  if  [Mroportion  has  not  no  means  wait  until  custom  had  settled  an  idea 
diit  power,  it  may  appear  odd  how  men  came  of  proportion,  before  we  decided  concerning  its 
or^ifially  to  be  so  prepossessed  in  its  favour,  beauty  or  u^iness :  which  shews  that  the  ge- 
lt arose,  I  imagine,  from  the  fondness  I  have  neral  idea  of  beauty  can  be  no  more  owing  to 
iart  mentioned,  which  men  bear  so  remarkably  customary  than  to  natural  proportion.  Defor- 
to  their  own  works  and  notions ;  it  arose  from  mity  arises  from  the  want  of  the  common  pro- 
also  reafloaings  oo  the  effects  of  the  customary  portions ;  but  the  necessary  result  of  their  ei- 
%ar«  of  aniinals ;  it  arose  frtxn  the  Platonic  istence  in  any  object  is  not  beauty.  If  we 
diBoty  of  fitness  and  aptitude.  For  which  rea-  suppose  proportion  in  natural  things  to  be  rela^ 
MB,  in  the  next  section,  I  shall  omsider  the  tive  to  custom  and  use,  the  nature  of  use  and 
flftcts  of  custom  in  the  figure  of  animals ;  and  custom  will  shew,  that  beauty,  which  is  a  jmm^ 
lAerwards  the  idea  of  fitness :  since  if  propor-  tkfe  and  powerful  quality,  cannot  result  from  it. 
tkio  does  not  operate  by  a  natural  power  attend  We  are  so  wonderfully  formed,  that,  whilst  we 
kg  some  measures,  it  must  be  either  by  custom,  are  creatures  vehemently  desirous  of  novelty, 
m  dM  idea  of  utility ;  there  is  no  other  way.  wo  are  as  strongly  attached  to  habit  and  custom. 

But  it  is  the  nature  of  things  which  hold  us  by 

— —  custom,  to  affect  us  very  little  whilst  we  are  in 

possession  of  them,  but  strongly  when  they  are 

SECTION  y.  absent.    I  remember  to  have  frequented  a  cer- 
tain place,  every  day  for  a  long  time  together ; 

FEOFOKTIOH  FURTHER  CO^ID.RED.  ^  »[  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  So\r  from  findL 

Ir  I  am  not  mistaken,  a  great  deal  of  the  pleasure  in  it,  I  was  affected  with  a  sort  of 

prqodioe  in  favour  of  proportion  has  arisen,  weariness  and  disgust ;  I  came,  I  went,  I  re- 

lot  so  moch  from  the  observation  of  any  certain  turned,  without  pleasure ;  yet  if  by  any  means 

■eaauies  fr>und  in  beautiful  bodies,  as  from  a  I  passed  by  the  usual  time  of  my  going  thither, 

vraog  idea  ofthe  relation  which  deformity  bears  I  was  remarkably  uneasy,  and  was  not  quiet 

to  bnu^,  to  wiiich  it  has  been  considered  as  till  I  had  got  into  my  old  track.    They  who  use 

ibe  opposite ;  on  this  principle  it  was  conclud-  snuff,  take  it  almost  without  being  sensible  that 

•d,  tlat  idiere  the  causes  of  deformity  were  they  take  it,  and  the  acute  sense  of  smell  is 

NBOTed,  beauty  must  naturally  and  necessarily  deadened,  so  as  to  feel  hardly  any  thing  from 

ki  imroduoed.    This  I  believe  is  a  mistake,  so  sharp  a  stimulus ;  yet  deprive  the  snuff-taker 

Par  d^inmty  is  opposed  not  to  beau^,  but  to  of  his  box,  and  he  is  the  most  uneasy  mortal  in 

^9Bmpldef  common  form.    If  one  of  the  legs  the  wc^ld.    Indeed  so  frur  are  use  and  habit 

if  a  man  be  found  shorter  than  the  other,  the  from  being  causes  of  pleasure,  merely  as  such, 

MB  is  deformed;  because  there  is  something  that  the  effect  of  constant  use  is  to  make  all 

iting  to  complete  the  whole  idea  we  form  of  things  of  whatever  kind  entirely  unaffecting. 

;  and  diis  has  the  same  effect  in  natural  Foe  as  use  at  last  takes  off  the  painful  effect  ^ 

as  "***-*«'*g  and  mutilation  produce  from  many  things,  it  reduces  the  pleasurable  effect 

So  if  the  back  be  humped,  the  man  in  others  in  the  same  manner,  and  brings  both 

daformed ;  because  his  back  has  an  unusual  to  a  sort  of  mediocrity  and  indifference.    Very 

>,  and  wbMX  carries  with  it  the  idea  of  justly  is  use  called  a  second  nature ;  and  our 

disease  or  misfortune ;  so  if  a  man's  neck  natural  and  common  state  is  one  of  absolute 

he  coBsiderably  longer  or  shorter  than  usual,  indifference,  equally  prepared  for  pain  or  plea- 

ve  say  be  is  deformed  in  that  part,  because  sure.    But  when  we  are  thrown  out  of  thio 

■SB  are  not  commonly  made  in  that  manner,  irtate,  or  deprived  of  any  thing  requisite  to 

Bat  surely  every  bourns  experience  may  con-  maintain  us  in  it;  when  this  chance  does  not 

vkoe  us,  that  a  man  may  have  Ms  legs  of  an  happen  by  pleasure  from  some  mechanical 

SfDal  lan^,  and  resembling  each  other  in  aU  cause,  we  are  always  hurt    It  is  so  with  the 

teipeets,  and  his  neck  of  a  just  size,  and  his  second  nature,  custom,  in  aU  things  which  re- 

hadk  quite  strai^t,  without  having  at  the  same  late  to  it    Thus  the  want  of  the  usual  propor^ 

tiBie  ma  least  perceivable  beau^.  Indeed  beau-  tions  in  men  and  other  animals  is  sure  lodis- 

tr  issoforfrom  bel(mgingtothe  Idea  of  custom,  gust,  thou^  their  presence  is  by  no  means  any 

ttat  in  reality  what  affects  us  in  that  manner  is  came  of  real  pleasure.    It  is  true,  that  the  pro 

cjLtiemely  rare  and  uncommon.    The  beautiful  portions  laid  down  as  causes  of  beauty  in  the 

striua  as  as  much  by  its  novelty  as  the  deform-  human  body,  are  frequently  found  in  beautifid 

ed  itseJl    It  is  thus  in  those  species  of  animals  ones,  because  they  are  generally  found  m  all 

irfuch  we  are  acquainted ;  and  if  one  of  mankind ;  but  if  it  can  be  shewn  too,  that  they 

w  species  were  reprMented,  we  should  by  are  found  without  beauty,  and  that  beauty  fra* 
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qoently  exists  without  them,  and  that  this  beau-  need  say  little  od  the  truik  of  tlie  elephant,  of 
tff  where  it  exists,  always  can  be  assigned  to  sodi  rarious  usefulness,  and  which  is  so  fitf 
other  less  equivocal  causes,  it  will  naturally  from  contributing  to  his  beauty.  How  wal 
ead  us  to  conclude,  that  {iroportion  and  beauty  fitted  is  the  wolf  for  running  and  leaping !  bow 
are  not  ideas  of  the  same  nature.  The  true  admirably  is  the  lion  armed  for  battle !  but  w3| 
opposite  to  beauty  is  not  disproportion  or  de-  any  one  therefore  call  the  elephant,  die  wolf, 
formity,  but  ugUna$ ;  and  as  it  proceeds  fitun  and  die  lion,  beautiful  animals?  I  beliere  w^ 
causes  opposite  to  those  of  positive  beauty,  we  body  will  think  the  farm  of  a  man's  leg  so  wdl 
cannot  consider  it  until  we  come  to  treat  of  adapted  to  running,  as  those  of  an  horse,  a 
that.  Between  beauty  and  u^iness  there  is  a  d(^,  a  deer,  and  several  other  creatures ,  at 
sort  {^mediocrity,  in  which  the  assigned  pro-  least  they  have  not  that  appearance :  yet,  I  bo- 
portions  are  most  commonly  found ;  but  this  lieve,  a  weH-fiishioned  human  leg  will  be  allovi^- 
has  no  effect  up<»  the  passions.  able  &r  to  exceed  all  these  in  beauty.    If  the 

fitness  of  parts  was  what  constituted  the  love- 

—  liness  d  their  form,  the  actual  emfJoyment  of 

them  would  undoubtedly  much  augment  it ;  but 

SECTION  yi.  this,  though  it  is  sometimes  so  upon  another 

principle,  is  far  from  being  always  the  case 

nnrcss  not  the  cause  or  beauty.  A  bird  on  the  wing  is  not  so  beautiful  as  whes 

it  is  perched ;  nay,  there  are  several  of  the  do- 
It  is  said  that  the  idea  of  utility,  or  of  a  partes  mestic  fowls  which  are  seldom  seen  to  fly,  and 
being  well  adapted  to  answer  its  end,  is  the  which  are  nothing  the  less  beautiful  on  that 
cause  of  beauty,  or  indeed  beauty  itself.  If  it  account ;  yet  birds  are  so  extremely  different 
were  not  for  this  opinion,  it  had  been  impossi-  in  their  form  from  the  beast  and  human  kinds, 
ble  for  the  doctrine  of  proportion  to  have  held  that  you  cannot,  on  the  principle  of  fitness, 
its  ground  very  long ;  the  world  would  be  soon  allow  them  any  thing  agreeable,  but  in  cotsid- 
weary  of  hearing  erf*  measures  which  related  to  eration  of  their  parts  being  designed  for  quita 
nothing,  either  of  a  natural  principle,  or  of  a  other  purposes.  I  never  in  my  life  dianced  to 
fitness  to  answer  some  end ;  the  idea  which  see  a  peacock  fly ;  and  yet  before,  very  long 
mankind  most  commonly  conceive  of  propor-  before  I  considered  any  aptitude  in  his  form  for 
tion,  is  the  suitableness  of  means  to  certain  the  aCrial  life,  I  was  struck  with  the  eitieine 
ends,  and,  where  this  is  not  the  question,  very  beauty  which  raises  that  bird  above  many  of 
sdd(mi  trouble  themselves  about  the  effect  of  the  best  flying  fowls  in  the  world ;  though,  for 
different  measures  of  things.  Therefore  it  any  thing  I  saw,  his  way  of  living  was  mtiefa 
was  necessary  (or  this  theory  to  insist  that  not  like  that  of  the  swine,  which  fed  in  the  farm- 
only,  artificial,  but  natural  objects  took  their  yard  along  with  hun.  The  same  may  be  said 
beauty  firom  the  fitness  of  the  parts  for  their  of  cocks,  bens,  and  the  like ;  they  are  of  die 
several  purposes.  But  in  framing  this  theory,  flying  kind  in  figure:  in  their  manner  of  mo* 
I  am  apprehensive  that  experience  was  not  siff*  ving  not  very  different  firom  men  and  beastK 
ficiendy  constdted.  For,  on  that  principle,  the  To  leave  these  foreign  examples ;  if  beauty  in 
wedge-like  snout  of  a  swine,  with  its  tough  our  own  species  was  annexed  to  use,  men 
cartOage  at  the  end,  the  litde  sunk  eyes,  and  would  be  much  more  lovely  than  women  ;  and 
the  whole  make  of  the  head,  so  weQ  adapted  to  strength  and  agility  would  be  considered  as  the 
its  (^ces  of  di^ng  and  rooting,  would  be  only  beauties.  But  to  call  strength  by  the 
extremely  beautmil.  The  great  bag  hanging  name  of  beauty,  to  have  but  one  denomination 
to  the  biU  of  a  pelican,  a  thing  highly  usefid  to  for  the  qualities  of  a  Venus  and  Hercules,  so 
this  animal.  Would  be  likewise  as  beautifid  in  totally  different  in  almost  all  respects,  is  sarfAj 
our  eyes.  The  hedgehog,  so  well  secured  a  strange  confusion  of  ideas,  or  abuse  of  words, 
against  all  aasanlts  by  bis  prickly  hide,  and  Ihe  The  cause  of  this  confusion,  I  imagine,  pro- 
porcupine  widi  his  missile  quiDs,  would  be  ceeds  from  our  fi'equently  perceiving  the  parts 
then  considered  as  creatures  of  no  small  ele-  of  the  human  and  other  animal  bodies  to  be  st 
gance.  There  are  few  animals  whose  parts  once  very  beautiful,  and  very  well  adapted  to 
are  better  contrived  than  those  of  a  monkey;  their  purposes;  and  we  are  deceived  by  a 
he  has  the  handsof  aman,  joined  to  the  springy  sophism,  which  makes  us  take  that  for  a  canse 
limbf  of  a  beast ;  he  is  admirably  calctdated  yriach  is  only  a  concomitant:  this  is  the  soph* 
for  running,  leaping,  grappling,  and  climbing;  ism  of  the  fly ;  who  imagined  he  raised  a  great 
and  yet  there  are  few  aninuds  whidi  seem  to  dust,  because  he  stood  upon  the  chariot  thai 
have  1ms  beauty  in  the  evn  of  all  mankind;  I  really  raised  it.    The  stomach,  the  hmgs,  tibs 
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Jtntf  t»  well  as  other  ptr(S|  are  incomparably  the  former  case,  whilst  we  looa  up  to  the 

«el  adapted  to  their  purposes ;  yet  they  are  fiur  Maker  with  admiration  and  praise,  the  object 

horn  haring  any  beau^.    Again,  many  things  which  causes  it  may  be  odious  and  distastdu! ; 

m  ftry  beautiful,  in  whidi  it  is  impossible  to  die  latter  very  often  so  touches  us  by  its  power 

iJBDftm  any  idea  of  use.    And  I  appeal  to  the  oo  the  imagination,  that  we  examine  but  little 

int  and  most  natural  feelings  of  mankind,  into  the  artifice  of  its  contrivance ;  and  we  hare 

ahslbcr,  on  beholding  a  beautiful  eye,  or  a  need  of  a  strong  effort  of  our  reason  to  disen- 

vdl-fiuhiooed  mouth,  or  a  well-tumed  leg,  any  tan^  our  minds  from  the  allurements  of  the 

iitu  of  their  being  well  fitted  for  seeing,  object,  to  a  consideration  of  that  wisdom  which 

itting,  or  running,  erer  present  themselves,  invented  so  powerful  a  machine.    The  effect 

What  idea  of  use  is  it  that  flowers  excite,  the  of  proportion  and  fitness,  at  lesst  so  (ar  as  they 

■ost  beautiful  part  of  the  vegetable  world  ?  It  proceed  from  a  mere  consideration  of  the  work 

ii  true,  that  the  infinitely  wise  and  good  Crea-  itself,  produces  approbation,  the  acquiescence 

■r  has,  of  his  bounty,  frequently  joined  beauty  <^the  understanding,  but  not  love,  nor  any  pas- 

to^bose  things  which  he  has  made  useful  to  us :  sion  dt  that  species.    When  we  examine  the 

kl  this  does  not  prove  that  an  idea  of  use  and  structure  of  a  watch,  when  we  come  to  know 

basnty  are  the  same  thing,  or  that  they  are  any  thoroughly  the  use  of  every  part  of  it,  satisfied 

say  dependent  on  each  other.  as  we  are  with  the  fitness  of  the  whole,  we  are 

fiur  enough  from  perceiring  any  thing   like 

»^— —  beauty  in  the  wA^h-work  itseff;  but  let  us 

look  on  the  case,  the  labour  of  some  curious 

SECTION  VIL  artist  in  engraving,  with  little  or  no  idea  of 

•  ose,  we  shall  have  a  much  livelier  idea  of 

na  mxAL  kfixcts  or  ririrEss.  beauty  than  we  ever  couki  have  had  finoro  the 

watch  itself,  though  the  master-piece  of  Gira- 


Wbxs  I  ssduded  proportion  and  fitness  fi'om  ham.  In  beauty,  as  I  said,  the  effect  is  pre- 
■7  ibare  in  beauty,  I  did  not  by  any  means  vious  to  any  knowledge  of  the  use;  but  to  Judge 
Mad  to  say  that  they  were  <^  no  value,  or  that  of  proportion,  we  must  know  the  end  {or  which 
htf  ou^  to  be  disregarded  in  works  of  art.  any  woric  is  designed.  According  to  the  end, 
Wfldka  of  art  are  the  proper  sphere  of  their  the  proportion  varies.  Thus  there  is  one  pro 
;  and  here  it  is  that  they  have  their  full  portion  of  a  tower,  another  of  an  house ;  one 
Whenever  the  wisdom  of  our  Creator  proportion  of  a  gallery,  another  of  an  hall,  an- 
1  that  we  shocdd  he  affected  with  any  other  of  a  chamber.  To  judge  of  the  proper- 
ty he  did  not  confide  the  execution  of  his  tions  of  these,  you  must  be  first  acquainted  with 
Co  the  languid  and  precarious  operatiun  the  purposes  for  whidi  they  were  designed. 
tf  oar  reason;  but  he  endued  it  with  powers  Good  sense  and  experience  acting  together, 
■d  properties  that  prevent  the  imderstanding,  find  out  what  is  fit  to  be  done  in  every  work  of 
■d  sfven  the  will,  which  seising  up<Ki  the  art.  We  are  rational  creatures,  and  in  all  our 
■■sss  and  imagination,  captivate  the  soul  works  we  ought  to  regard  their  end  and  pur- 
bsfcia  the  understanding  is  ready  either  to  join  pose;  the  gratification  of  any  passion,  how 
widi  Ibaoi,  or  to  oppose  them.  It  is  by  along  innocent  soever,  ought  only  to  be  of  a  second- 
dsdnction,  and  modi  study,  that  we  discover  ary  consideration.  Herein  is  placed  the  real 
lbs  adorable  wisdom  of  God  in  his  works:  power  of  fitness  and  proportion;  they  operate 
nbsn  we  discover  it,  the  eflbct  is  very  differ-  on  the  understanding  considering  them,  which 
«l,not  oidy  in  the  manner  of  acquiringit,  but  tpprova  the  work  and  acquiesces  in  it.  The 
ia  ks  osm  nature,  fixxn  that  which  strikes  us  passions,  and  the  imagination  which  princi* 
widmE  any  preparation  from  the  sublime  or  pally  raises  them,  have  here  very  little  to  do. 
Aa  bsantifU.  How  different  is  the  saUsfao-  When  a  room  appears  in  its  original  naked- 
lia  of  an  anatomist,  who  discovers  the  useof  ness,  bare  walls  and  a  plain  ceiling;  let  its 
ike  wmr^rt  and  of  the  skin,  the  excellent  con-  proportion  be  ever  so  excellent,  it  pleases  very 
toitaaeeaf  the  one  for  the  various  movements  little ;  a  cokl  approbation  is  the  utmost  we  oui 
flf  tiM  body,  and  the  wonderfid  texture  of  the  reach;  a  much  worse-proportioned  room  with 
other,  at  onee  a  general  covering,  and  at  once  elegant  mouklings  and  fine  festoons,  glasses, 
afensraloutletas  well  as  inlet;  how  different  aud  other  merely  ornamental  furniture,  will 
m  tins  firom  die  affection  which  possesses  an  make  the  imagination  revolt  against  the  rea- 
y  man  at  the  sight  of  a  delicate  smooth  son ;  it  will  please  much  more  than  the  naked 
sd  all  the  odier  parts  of  beauty,  which  proportwn  of  die  first  room,  which  die  undorw 
Minvartigatiootoba  psroeived!    lo  standing  has  so  much  approved,  as  admirabl? 
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fitted  for  its  purposes.    Wliat  I  have  here  said  This  is  to  me  a  sufficient  proof,  that  it  is  bm 

aod  before  cooceming  proportion,  is  by  no  the  proper  object  of  love.    Who  ever  said  w« 

means  to  persuade  p^jple  absurdly  to  neglect  ought  to  love  a  fine  woman,  or  even  any  cC 

the  idea  of  use  in  the  works  of  art    It  is  only  these  beautiful  animals  which  please  us?  Hen 

f  shew  that  thrae  excellent  things,  beauty  and  to  be  affected,  there  is  no  need  of  the 

|»oportion,  are  not  the  same ;  not  that  they  rence  of  our  wiQ. 
should  either  of  them  be  disregarded. 


SECTION  X. 


SECTION  vni. 


HOW  FAR  TBK  IDEA    OF    BCAUTT   MAT  BB 
THE  RECAPITULATION.  APPLIED    TO    THE     qUALITISB     OF     THB 

MIND. 

UN  the  whole ;  if  such  parts  in  human  bodies 
as  are  found  proportioned,  were  likewise  con-        Nor  is  this  remark  in  general  less  apj^oi- 

stantly  found  boautifd,  as  they  certainly  are  Ue  to  the  qualities  of  the  mind.    Those  virtues 
not ;  or  if  they  were  so  situated,  as  that  a  plea-     which  cause  admiration,  and  are  of  the  sub> 

sure  might  flow  firom  the  comparison,  which  limer  kind,  produce  terrour  rather  than  k>ve ; 

they  seldom  are ;  or  if  anyttusignable  proper-  such  as  fortitude,  justice,  wisdom,  and  the  like, 

tions  were  found,  either  in  plants  or  animals,  Never  was  any  man  amiable  by  force  of  these 

which  were  always  attended  with  beauty,  ndiich  qualities.     Those  which  engage  our  hearts, 

never  was  the  case ;  or,  if,  where  parts  were  whidi  impress  us  with  a  sense  of  loveliness, 

well  adapted  to  their  purposes,  they  were  coo-  are  the  softer  virtues ;  easiness  of  temper,  com- 

stantly  beautiful,  and  when  no  use  appeared,  passion,  kindness,  and  liberality ;  though  cer- 

there  was  no  beauty,  whidi  is  contrary  to  all  tainly  those  latter  are  of  less  immediate  and 

experience ;  we  might  conclude,  that  beauty  momentous  concern  to  society,  and  of  less  dig^ 

consisted  in  proportion  or  utili^.    But  since,  nity.    But  it  is  for  that  reason  that  they  are  so 

in  ail  respects,  the  case  is  quite  otherwise ;  we  amiable.    The  great  virtues  turn  principally 

may  be  satisfied  that  beauty  does  not  depend  on  on  dangers,  punishments,  and  troubles,  and  are 

tbMe,  let  it  owe  its  origin  to  what  else  it  wiU.  exercised  rather  in  preventing  the  worst  mis-' 

chiefii,  than  in  dispensing  favours;  and  ara 

— — ^—  therefore  not  lovely,  though  highly  venerable. 

The  subordinate  turn  on  reliefii,  gratificationa, 

SECTION  IX.  and   indulgencira;    and  are  therefore  mors 

lovely,  though  inferiour  in  dignity.      Thoao 

PERFECTION  NOT  THB  CAUSE  OF  BEAUTY.  poTsons  who  Creep  into  the  hearts  of  most  peo- 
ple, who  are  chosen  as  the  companions  of  their 

There  is  another  notion  current,  pretty  sofler  hours,  and  their  relief  from  care  and 

ck)sely  allied  to  the  former ;  that  perfeetion  is  anxiety,  are  never  persons  of  shining  qualities 

the  constituent  cause  ofbeauty.    Thb  opinion  or  strong  virtues.   It  is  rather  the  soft  green  of 

has  been  made  to  extend  mudi  farther  than  to  the  soul  on  which  we  rest  our  eyes  that  are  fa- 

senrible  subjects.    But  in  these,  so  fiu*  is  pep-  tigued  with  beholding  more  faring  objects, 

fection,  considered  as  such,  firom  being  the  It  is  worth  observing  how  we  feel  ourselves 

cause  of  beauty ;  that  this  quality,  where  it  affected  in  reading  the  characters  of  Ceesar  and 

is  highest,  in  the  female  sex,'  aknost  alvrajs  Cato,  as  they  are  so  finely  drawn  and  contrast* 

carries  with  it  an  idea  of  weakness  and  imper-  ed  in  Saliust.     In  one  the  ignoaeendo^  largiw^ 

fection.    Women  are  very  sensible  ci  this ;  do;  in  the  other,  nU  largiundo.   In  one  the  in»- 

fbr  which  reason,  they  learn  to  lisp,  to  totter  in  sms  per/ugium;  in  the  other,  media  perrucie$H. 

their  walk,  to  counterfeit  weakness,  and  even  In  the  latter  we  have  much  to  admire,  much  to 

sickness.     In  all  this  they  are  guided  by  na*  reverence,  and  perhaps  something  to  fear;  we 

ture.    Beauty  in  distress  is  much  the  most  respect  him,  but  vre  respect  him  at  a  distance 

affecting  beauty.   Blushing  has  little  less  pow-  The  former  makes  us  familiar  with  him ;  we 

er ;  and  modesty  in  general,  which  is  a  tacit  love  him,  and  he  loads  us  whither  he  pleasei. 

aUowance  of  imperfection,  is  itself  considered  To  draw  things  closer  to  our  first  and  moat 

as  an  amiable  quality,  and  certainly  hei^tens  natural  feelings,  I  vriU  add  a  remark  made  upoa 

every  other  that  is  so.    I  know  it  is  in  every  reading  this  section  by  an  ingenious  fi-irad 

body's  mouth,  that  we  ooght  to  kwe  perfection.  The  authority  of  a  fether,  so  useful  to  oar  wdl 
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beiif,  tnd  so  justly  Tenerable  upon  all  accounts,  toirentioQ  of  the  senses.    We  ought  therefora 

hiakn  m  from  haTing  that  entire  love  for  him  to  consider  attentively  in  what  manner  those 

Ikit  we  have  for  our  mothers,  where  the  pa-  sensible  qualities  are  disposed,  in  such  things 

Ratal  authority  is  almost  melted  down  into  the  as  by  experience  we  find  beautiful,  or  whidi 

■odier's  fbodness  and  indulgence.    But  we  excite  in  us  the  passion  of  love,  or  some  oor 

IMMrally  have  a  great  love  for  our  grand&thers  respondent  affection. 
■  whom  this  authority  is  removed  a  degree 

fnm  us,  and  where  the  weakness  of  age  mel-  — — « 

/m  it  into  something  of  a  feminine  partiality. 

SECTION  xm. 


SECTION  XI. 

WW  TAM  THE  IDEA  OF    BEAtTTT  MAT    BE 
APPLIED  TO  TIETUE. 

PmoM  what  has  been  said  in  the  foregoing 

wtiaa  we  may  easily  see,  how  far  the  appli- 

eitioB  of  besuMy  to  virtue,  may  be  made  with 

fnpntty.     The  general  application  of  this 

falily  to  Tirtue,   has  a  strong  tendency  to 

(iMfcund  oar  ideas  of  things ;  and  it  has  given 

HM  to  an  infinite  deal  of  whimsical  theory ;  as 

Iks  afidng  the  name  of  beauty  to  proportion, 

fn^niity,  and  perfection,  as  well  as  to  quali- 

tias  of  things  ]ret  more  remote  fixxn  our  natural 

iiaas  of  it,  and  firom  one  another,  has  tended 

IB  ujsiiwiiiii  our  ideas  of  beauty,  and  left  us  no 

or  rule  to  judge  by,  that  was  not  even 

oneertain  and  fallacious  than  our  own 

This  loose  and  inaccurate  manner 

tf  ipeaking,  has  therefore  misled  us  both  in 

thsHMoiyof  taste  and  of  morals;  and  induced 

■  Id  reoMyre  the  science  of  our  duties  from 

IS,  (our  reason,  our  relations, 

lities,)  to  rest  it  upon  foundations 

▼isiooary  and  unsubstantial. 


SECTION  XII. 

THE  &EAX.  CJUSE  OF  BEAVTT. 

HATDie  eodeavouied  to  show  what  beauty 
I  Bsc,  it  remains  that  we  should  examine,  at 
with  equal  attention,  in  what  it  really 
Beauty  tsathingmuchtooafiecting 
to  depend  upon  some  positive  qualities. 
since  it  is  no  creature  of  our  reason, 
I  it  strikes  us  without  any  reference  to  use, 
Md  even  where  no  use  at  all  can  be  discerned, 
■BDe  the  order  and  method  of  nature  is  gene- 
nBf  wetj  different  fi-om  our  measures  and  pro- 
partaoos,  we  must  coodude  that  beauty  is,  for 
dM  greater  part,  some  quality  in  bodies  acting 
■srha nil' illy  upoo  the  human  mind  by  the  in* 


BEAtTTirUL  OBJECTS  SVALL. 

The  most  obvious  point  that  presents  itself 
to  us  in  examining  any  object,  is  its  extent  or 
quantity.    And  what  degree  of  extent  prevails 
in  bodies  that  are  held  beautiful,  may  be  gather- 
ed  fi'om  the  usual  manner  of  expression  c(M1- 
ceming  it.    I  am  told  that,  in  most  languages, 
the  objects  of  love  are  spoken  of  under  diminu> 
tive  epithets.    It  is  so  in  all  the  languages  of 
which  I  have  any  knowledge.    In  Greek  the 
tmp  and  other  diminutive  terms  are  almost 
always  the  terms  of  affection  and  tenderness. 
These  diminutives  were  commonly  added  by 
the  Greeks,  to  the  names  of  persons  with 
whom  they  conversed  on  the  terms  of  friend- 
ship and  familiarity.    Though  the  Romans 
were  a  people  of  less  quick  and  delicate  feel- 
ings, yet  they  naturally  slid  into  the  lessening 
termination  upon  the  same  occasions.    Ai^ 
ciently  in  the  English  language  the  diminishing 
Ung  was  added  to  the  names  of  persons  and 
things  that  were  the  objects  of  love.    Some 
we  retain  still,  as  darUngf  (oc  little  dear,)  and 
lew  others.    But  to  this  day,  in  ordinary  con- 
versation, it  is  usual  to  add  the  endearing  name 
of  Utile  to  every  thing  we  love :  the  French 
and  Italians  make  use  of  these  affectionate 
diminutives  even  more  than  we.   In  the  animal 
creation,  out  of  our  own  species,  it  is  the  small 
we  are  inclined  to  be  fond  of;  little  birds,  and 
some  of  the  smaller  kinds  of  beasts.    A  great 
beautiful  thing  is   a   manner  ol  expression 
scarcely  ever  used ;  but  that  of  a  freat  ugly 
thing,  is  very  common.    There  is  a  ^ide  dif- 
ference between  admiration  and  love.    The 
sublime,  which  is  the  cause  of  the  former, 
always  durells  on  great  objects,  and  terrible ; 
the  latter  on  small  ones,  and  pleasing ;  we  sub- 
mit to  what  we  admire,  but  we  We  what  sub- 
mits to  us ;  in  one  case  we  are  forced,  in  the 
other  we  are  flattered,  into  roin|4iance.    Ip 
short,  the  ideas  of  the  sublime  and  the  beauti- 
ful stand  on  foundations  so  different,  that  it  is 
hard,  I  had  almost  said  impossible,  to  think 
of  reconciling  them  in  the  same  subject,  with 
out  ooosiderably  lessening  the  effect  of  tht 
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one  or  Ae  other  upoD  the  pusiont.    So  that,  whole  decreuee  again  to  the  tul;  the  tail  tikoa 

atteadiag  to  their  qoantitT,  beautiihl  objects  a  new  dhw:tion ;  but  it  soon  Taries  iti  new 

■re  coraparatireljsnialL  course :  it  Uends  again  with  tfie  other  parti ; 

and  the  line  is  perpetually  changing,  abo^re, 

—  kdow,  npoo  every  nde.    In  this  desoiption  1 

have  before  me  the  idea  of  a  dore ;  it  agreea 

SECTION  XIV.  Tery  well  with  moet  of  the  conditions  of  beao» 

ty.    It  is  smooth  and  downy ;  its  parts  are  (to 

sMOOTHmat*  UM  that  expression)  melted  into  one  another, 

you  are  presented  with  no  sudden  protuber- 

The  next'pn^rty  constantly  obserrable  in  ance  throu^  the  whole,  and  yet  the  whole  fa 

Mch  objects  is  imootkneu  :*  a  quali^  so  essen-  continually  changing.    Observe  that  part  of  a 

tial  to  beauty,  that  I  do  not  now  recollect  any  beautiful  woman  where  riie  is  perhi^M  the  moet 

tiling  beautiful  that  is  not  smooth.    In  trees  beautiful,  about  the  neck  and  In^casts ;    the 

and  flowers,    smooth   leaves  are  beautiful ;  smoothness ;  the  softness  ;  the  easy  and  inaen- 

■mooth  slopes  of  earth  in  gardens ;  smooth  sible  swell ;  the  variety  of  the  sur&oe,  whi^  is 

streams  in  the  landscape  ;  smooth  coats  of  never  for  the  smallest  space  the  same ;  the  d^ 

birds  and  beasts  in  animal  beauties ;  in  fine  ceitful  maze,  tlvough  which  the  unsteady  eye 

women,  smooth  skins ;  and  in  several  sorts  of  slides  giddily,  without  knowing  where  to  fix  or 

ornamental  furniture,  smooth  and  polished  but-  whither  it  is  carried.    Is  not  this  a  doDoooslnp 

faces.    A  very  considerable  part  of  the  eflTect  tioo  of  that  change  of  surface,  continual,  and 

of  beauty  is  owing  to  this  quality ;  indeed  the  yet  hardly  perceptible  at  any  point,  vHiidi 

most  considerable.     For  take  any  beautiful  fbrms  one  of  the  great  constituents  of  bean^? 

object,  and  give  it  a  broken  and  rugged  surface ,  It  gives  me  no  sizu&ll  [Measure  to  find  that  I  can 

and  however  well  formed  it  may  be  in  other  strengthen  my  theory  in  this  point,  by  the 

respects,  it  pleases  no  longer.    Whereas,  let  it  opinion  of  the  very  ingenious  Mr.  Hogardi* 

want  ever  so  many  of  the  other  constituents,  whose  idea  of  the  line  of  beauty  I  take  m 

if  it  wants  not  this,  it  becomes  more  {^easing  general  to  be  extremely  just.    But  the  idea  of 

dian  almost  all  the  others  without  it    This  variation,  without  attending  so  accurately  to 

seems  to  me  so  evident,  that  I  am  a  good  deal  tiie  manner  of  the  variation,  has  led  him  to 

■orprised,  that  none  who  have  handled  the  sub-  consider  angular  figures  as  beautiful:  these 

ject  have  made  any  mention  of  the  quality  of  figures,  it  is  true,  vary  greatly ;  yet  they  vaiy 

smoothness,  in  the  enumeration  of  those  that  in  a  sudden  and  broken  manner ;  and  I  do  not 

go  to  the  forming  of  beauty.    For  indeed  any  find  any  natural  object  which  is  angular,  and  at 

niggedness,  any  sudden  projection,  any  sharp  the  same  time  beautiful.    Indeed  few  natural 

ang^e,  is  in  the  bluest  degree  contrary  to  that  objects  are  entirdy  angular.    But  I  think  thoae 

idM.  whidi  approach  the  most  nearly  to  it  are  the 

^-^—  ugliest.    I  must  add  too,  that,  so  far  as  I  oould 

observe  of  nature,  though  the  varied  line  is  that 

SECTION  XV.  akme  in  which  complete  beauty  is  found,  yet 

there  is  no  particular  line  which  is  always 

ORADUAL  TARiATioir.  found  in  the  meet  completely  beautifiil,  and 

'which  is  therefore  beautiful  in  preference  to  all 

BtTT  as  perfectly  beautiful  bodies  are  not  other  lines.    At  least  I  never  could  observe  it 
eomposed  of  angular  parts,  so  their  parts  never 

continue  long  in  the  same  right  line.f    They  ^— - 
fary  their  direction  every  moment,  and  diey 

chuige  under  the  eye  by  a  deviaticm  continually  SECTION  XVI. 
carrying  on,  but  for  whose  beginniag  or  end 

you  will  find  it  difficult  to  ascertain  a  point.  dclicact 
The  view  of  a  beautiful  bird  will  illustrate  this 

observation.    Here  we  see  the  head  increasing  Air  air  of  robustness  and  strength  is  r&ry 

insemribly  to  the  middle,  from  vi^ence  it  lessens  prejudicial  to  beauty.    An  appearance  of  deH^ 

gradually  until  it  mixes  with  the  neck ;  the  eaey,  and  even  c(  fragili^,  is  almost  essential 

neck  k)6es  itself  in  a  larger  swell,  which  con-  to  it  Whoever  examines  the  vegetable  or  ani- 

tinues  to  the  middle  of  the  body,  when  the  miJ  creation,  will  find  this  obMrvation  to  be 

fbonded  in  nature.    It  is  not  the  oak,  the  ash, 

*Faitiy.secL9i       f  Fait  Y.  sect  38.  or  the  ehn,  or  any  of  the  robust  trees  of  tlM 
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whidi  we  ooosider  ts  beautUuI ;  thej  principle  it  is,  that  the  dubious  colour  in  die 

are  mwfid  and  majestic ;  they  inspire  a  sort  of  necks  and  tails  cf  peacocks,  and  about  the 

wtieiice.    b  is  the  delicate  myrtle,  it  is  the  heads  of  drakes,  is  so  very  agreeable.    In 

anafjB,  it  is  the  ^mond,  it  is  the  jasmine,  it  is  reality,  the  beauty  both  of  shape  and  coburing 

&e  ^ioe,  ivfaidi  we  look  on  as  vegetable  bean-  are  as  nearly  related,  as  we  can  wdl  suppose 

ties.    It  is  the  6owery  species,  so  remarkable  it  possible  ior  things  of  such  different  natures 

fer  its  weakness  and  momentary  duration,  that  to  be. 

the  lirelieBt  idea  of  beauty  and  ele-  -^— 

Among  animals,  the  greyhound   is 


beautiiiil  than  the  mastiff;  and  the  deli-  SECTION  XVHI. 
caey  of  a  gennet,  a  barb,  or  an  Arabian  horse, 

is  nucfa  more  amiable  than  the  strength  and  becapitulatioit. 
ilnlrility  of  sobm  horses  of  war  or  carriage.    I 

■sed  here  say  little  of  the  fair  sex,  where  I  Oir  the  whole,  the  qualities  of  beauty,  at 

briJere  the  point  will  be  easily  allowed  me.  they  are  merely  sensible  qualities,  are  the  fol- 

The  beauty  ofwomen  is  considerably  owing  to  lowing ;   First,  to   be  comparatively  small 

eakness  or  delicacy,  and  is  even  en-  Secondly,  to  be  smooth.    Thirdly,  to  have  a 

by  their  timidity,  a  quality  of  mind  variety  in  the  direction  of  Uie  parts ;   but, 

to  it.    I  wouki  not  here  be  under-  fourthly,  to  have  those  parts  not  angular,  but 

slood  to  say,  that  weakness  betraying  very  bad  melted  as  it  were  into  each  other.    Fifthly,  to 

health  has  any  iduure  in  beauty ;  but  the  ill  effect  be  of  a  delicate  frame,  without  any  renUlkaUb 

of  this  is  not  because  it  is  weakness,  but  appearance  of  strength.    Sixthly,  to  have  its 

faccHSse  the  ill  state  of  health  which  produces  colours  clear  and  bright,  but  not  very  strong 

■och  weakness,  alters  the  other  conditions  of  and  glaring.    Seventhly,  or  if  it  shook!  have 

beamy ;  the  parts  in  such  a  case  collapse ;  the  any  glaring  colour,  to  have  it  diversified  with 

brigbt  cokmr,  the  lunun  purpureum  jta)erUaf  is  others.    These  are,  I  believe,  the  properties 

I ;  and  the  fine  variation  is  lost  in  wrinldes,  on  which  beau^  depends ;  properties  that  ope- 

breaks,  and  right  lines.  rate  by  nature,  and  are  less  liable  to  be  altered 

by  caprice,  or  con£)unded  by  a  diversi^  of 

'  tastes,  than  any  other. 


SECTION  xvn.  

BEAtTTT  IN  COLOT7R.  SECTION  XIX. 

V 

As  to  the  cokHDs  usually  found  in  beautiful  the  phtsioohomt. 

bodies,  it  nay  be  somewhat  difficult  to  ascer* 
tnin  diem,  because,  in  the  several  parts  of  na^        The  fhydognomy  has  a  considerable  share 


»,  dwre  is  an  infinite  variety.    However,  inbeau^,  especially  in  that  of  our  own  species. 

ereo  in  this  variety,  we  may  mark  out  som^  The  manners  give  a  certain  determinati<Hi  to 

^ing  on  which  to  settle.    First,  the  colours  of  the  countenance ;  which  being  observed  to  oor- 

beautifiil  bodies  must  not  be  dusky  or  muddy,  respond  pretty  regularly  with  them,  is  capable 

knt  dean  and  &ir.   Secondly,  they  must  not  be  of  joining  the  effects  of  certain  agreeable  quali 

of  the  strongest  kind.  Those  which  seem  most  ties  of  the  mind  to  those  of  the  body.   So  tha 

npfopiiated  to  beao^,  are  the  milder  6f  every  to  form  a  finished  human  beauty,  and  to  give  if 

;  light  greens ;  soh  blues ;  weak  whites ;  its  fiill  influence,  thefiice  must  be  expressive  ol 

redb;  and  violets.    Thirdly,  if  the  colours  such  gentle  and  amiable  qualities,  as  com 

be  etrong  and  vivid,  tiiey  are  always  diversi-  spond  with  the  solbiess,  smoothness,  and  deli 

fied,  and  the  object  is  never  of  one  strong  cacyoftVe  outward  form. 
;  there  are  almost  always  such  a  nundmr 

(as  in  variegated  flowers,)  that  the  — ^ 
aiod  glare  of  each   is  considerably 

In  a  fitae  complexion,  there  is  not  only  SECTION  XX. 
varie^  in  the  cedouring,  but  the  coknirs: 

Miithcr  the  red  nor  the  white  are  strong  and  the  eye. 
^nring.    Besides,  they  are  mixed  in  sudi  a 

MBiiHii,  and  with  snch  gradations,  that  it  ii  I  have  hitherto  purposely  omitted  to  speib 

hn|Miwi!ilii  to  fix  the  bMuds.    On  the  same  of  the  e^,  which  has  so  gn»at  a  share  in  Hit 
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beauty  of  the  animal  creation,  aa  it  did  not  fall  things.    Gracefulness  is  an  idea  belonging  U 

■0  easily  under  the  foregoing  heads,  thou^  in  potture  and  motion.    In  both  these,  tobe  grac^ 

&ct  it  is  reducible  to  the  same  principles.    I  ful,  it  is  requisite  that  there  be  no  appearance 

think  then,  that  the  beauty  of  the  eye  consists,  of  difRculty ;  there  is  required  a  small  infleo* 

first,  in  its  dearneu ;  what  coloured  eye  shall  tion  of  the  body ;  and  a  composure  of  the  paita 

please  most,  depends  a  good  deal  on  particular  in  such  a  manner,  as  not  to  incumber  each 

fiucies;  bvt  none  are  "pleased  with  an  eye  other,  not  to  appear  divided  by  sharp  and  sud- 

wfaose  water  (to  use  that  term)  is  dull  and  den  angles.    In  this  case,  Uiis  roundneas,  thia 

muddy.'*'    We  pre  pleased  with  the  eye  in  this  delicacy  cf  attitude  and  moti(Hi,  it  is  that  all  th« 

riew,  on  the  principle  upon  which  we  like  dia-  magic  of  grace  consists,  and  what  is  callod  its 

monds,  dear  water,  glass,  and  such  like  trans-  Je  n»  spot  91101;  as  will  be  obvious  to  any  ob- 

parent  substances.  Secondly,  the  motion  of  the  server,  who  considers  attentively  the  Veoua 

eye  contributes  to  its  beauty,  by  continually  de  Medicis,  the  Antinous,or  any  statue  | 

■hifiing  its  direction ;  but  a  slow  and  languid  rally  allowed  to  be  graceful  in  a  high  degree. 

motion  is  more  beautiful  than  a  brisk  one ;  the 

latter  is  enlivening;  the  former  lovely.  Thirdly,  ___^^ 

with  regard  to  the  union  of  the  eye  with  the 

nei^bouring  parts,  it  b  to  hold  the  same  rule  csvnrrm'KT  -vvrrr 

that  is  given  of  other  beautiful  ones ;  it  is  not  SECTION  XXm. 

to  make  a  strong  deviation  fi-om  the  line  of  the 

neighfcuring  parts ;  nor  to  verge  into  any  exact  kleg  ance  ah d  sPECiouswEst . 

geometrical  figure.    Besides  ail  this,  the  eye  ...              ...                 ,   <. 

afiects,  as  it  is  expressive  of  some  qualities  of  7  =?f^,*^y  ^y  «*  composed  of  parts  smootli 

the  mind,  and  its  principal  power  generaUy  ™Pol«hed,  without  pressmg  upon  each  olhei, 

arises  from  this ;  so  that  what  we  have  just  said  "^^T^  she wmg  any  ruggedness  or  confiision, 

of  the  physiognomy  is  applicable  here.  ™  »^  ^  ,"^.  *»"«  affecting  some  npUar 

*^  '    ^       ^        *^*^  dtapcy  I  call  it  elegant.    It  is  closely  allied  to 

,_^___  the  beautiful,  differing  from  it  only  in  this  regu- 
larity j  whidi,  however,  as  it  makes  a  very 

SECTION  XXI.  material  difference  in  the  affection  produced, 

may  very  well   constitute   another   species. 

uoLiiTESs.  Under  this  head  I  rank  those  delicate  and 

regular  works  of  art,  that  imitate  no  detemu- 

IT  may  perhaps  appear  like  a  sort  of  repeti-  °?^«  object  in  nature,  as  elegant  buildings,  and 

Uoa  of  what  we  have  before  said,  to  insist  here  P»~«  « Jurmture.     When  any  object  paiw 

upon  the  nature  ofuglineu ;  as  I  imagine  it  to  ^"^  **  ?•  aboye-menUoncd  qualities,  or  of 

be  in  aU  respects  the  opposite  to  those  quali-  ??^  *f  beautrful  bodies,  and  is  withal  of  great 

ties  which  we  have  Uiid  down  for  the  consti-  dimensions,  it  w  fuU  as  remote  from  the  idea 

tuents  of  beauty.    But  though  ugliness  be  the  ***^"*"  be^utj;  I  caU  itjlne  or  spectmi. 
opposite  to  beauty,  it  is  not  the  opposite  to 

proportion  and  fitness.    For  it  is  possible  that  -'^— 
a  thing  may  be  very  ugly  with  any  proportions, 

and  with  a  perfect  fitness  to  any  uses.    Ugli-  SECTION   XXIY. 
nets  I  imagine  likewise  tobe  consistent  enough 

with  an  idea  of  the  suUime.    But  I  wouU  by  the  beautifxtl  in  rBsuira. 
DO  means  insinuate  that  ugliness  of  itself  is  a 

sublime  idea,  unless  united  with  such  qualities  The  foregoing  description  of  beauty,  so  tu 

as  excite  a  strong  terrour.  as  it  is  taken  in  by  the  eye,  may  be  greatly 

illustrated  by  describing  the  nature  of  (Ejects, 

-— —  which  produce  a  similar  effect  through  tho 

touch.    This  I  call  the  beautiful  in  Fieling, 

SECTION  XXII.  It  corresponds  wonderfully  with  what  causes 

the  same  species  of  pleasure   to  the  si^L 

®"'^*^"*  There  is  a  chain  in  all  our  sensations;  ief 

GEACEirrLNESs  is  an  idea  not  very  different  ve  all  but  different  sorts  of  feelings  calculated 

from  beauty ;  it  consists  in  much  the  same  to  be  affected  by  various  sorts  of  objects,  but 

f  all  to  be  affected  after  the  same  manner.    A& 

*  Partly,  sect  35.  bodies  that  are  pleasant  to  the  touch,  are  so 


AND  BEAUTIFUL.  79 

bj  tlw  digiitneas  of  the  resistance  they  make.  SECTION  XXV. 

ii  either  to  motion  along  the  sur- 
er to  the  pressure  of  the  parts  oa  one  the  BSAimruL  izv  soiTirDs. 
':  if  the  ibnner  be  sli^t,  we  call  the 
hadj  smooth ;  if  die  latter,  sof^.    The  chief        Ih  this  sense  we  find  an  equal  aptitude  ta 


we  receire  by  feeling,  is  in  the  (me  be  affected  in  a  soft  and  delicate  manner;  and 

ar  the  other  of  these  qualities ;  and  if  there  be  how  far  sweet  or  beautiful  sounds  agree  with 

A  fwnhinafion  of  both,  our  pleasure  is  greatly  our  descriptions  of  beau^  in  other  senses,  the 

This  is  so  plain,  that  it  is  rather  experience  of  every  one  must  decide.    Mihfln 

fit  to  fflustrate  other  things,  than  to  be  has  described  this  species  of  music  in  one  of 

itsdf  by  an  example.     The  next  his  juvenile  poems.'*'    I  need  not  say  that  Mil- 

of  pleasure  in  this  sense,  as  in  eveiy  ton  was  perfectly  well  versed  in  that  art ;  and 

r,  is  the  continually  presenting  somewhat  that  no  man  had  a  finer  ear,  with  a  happier 

' ;  and  we  find  diat  bodies  which  continu-  manner  of  expressing  the  affections  of  one 

aSy  vary  their  soriace,  are  much  the  most  plea-  sense  by  metaphors  tsJcen  from  another.    The 

not  or  beautiful  to  the  feeling,  as  any  one  that  description  is  as  follows : 

may  esqierience.    The  third  property        Andever  against  eating  cares, 


in  SQcfa  objects  is,  that  though  the  surface  con-  Lap  roe  In  aoft  Lydian  aira ; 

tnoDy  varies  its  direction,  it  never  varies  it  }"  •7?^''T'*^  T"^  titein^ng  bout 

«U..«I»      T1w»  »nni:o.t;nn  /X  .n.  thin.  «»i.  OtlitOced  sweetnest  long  droipn  OMt 'j 

nldenly.    The  appUcation  of  any  thmg  sud-  ^j^^  ^^^QJ^  ^eed,  and  giddy  cunning, 

dsB,  even  though  the  mipression  itself  have  The  me/ftng- voice  through  maxev  running, 

finle  or  nothing  of  violence,  is  disagreeable.  Untwisting  all  the  chains  that  tie 

The  quick  appUcation  of  a  finger  a  little  The  hidden  aoul  of  harmony. 

or  coUer  than  usual,  without  notice,  Let  us  parallel  this  with  the  softness,  die  wind- 

us  start ;  a  slight  tap  on  the  shoulder,  ing  surface,  the  unbroken  continuance,  the 

opected,  has  the  same  effect    Hence  it  easy  gradation  of  the  beautiful  in  other  th^gs; 

b  that  angular  bodies,  bodies  that  suddenly  and  all  the  diversities  of  the  several  senses, 

taij  the  directioa  of  the  outline^vafford  so  little  with  all  their  several  affections,  will  rather  help 

pleasore  to  the  feeling.    Every  such  change  to  throw  lights  firom  one  another  to  finish  one 

it  a  nrt  of  climbing  or  fidling  in  miniature ;  so  clear,  consistent  idea  of  the  whole,  than  to 

that  aqpares,  triangles,  and  other  angular  figures  obscure  it  by  their  intricacy  and  variety, 

are  oeilber  beautifiil  to  the  sight  nor  feeling.  To  the  above-mentioned  description  I  shall 

Whoever  compares  his  state  of  mind,  on  feel-  add  one  or  two  remarks.    The  first  is ;  that 

ing  mA,  amoodi,  variegated,  unangular  bodies,  the  beautiful  in  music  will  not  bear  that  loud- 

«Mi  dial  in  which  he  finds  himself,  on  the  ness  and  strength  of  sounds,  which  may  be 

view  of  a  beautiful  object,  will  perceive  a  very  used  to  raise  other  passions ;  nor  notes  which 

atrikiag  anakigy  in  the  effects  of  both ;  and  are  shrill,  or  harsh,  or  deep ;  it  agrees  beat 

which  may  go  a  good  way  towards  discovering  with  such  as  are  clear,  even,  smooth,  and 

dieir  coounon  cause.     Feeling  and  sight,  in  weak.    The  second  is ;  that  great  variety,  and 

■pect,  difier  in  but  a  few  points.    The  quidc  transitions  from  one  measure  or  tone  to 

takes  in  the  pleasure  of  softness,  which  another,  are  contrary  to  the  genius  of  the 

primarily  an  object  of  sight;  the  sight,  beautiful  in  music.    Such  transitionsf  often 

die  other  hand,  comprehends  colour,  which  excite  mirth,  or  other  sudden  and  tumultuous 

I  hardly  be  made  perceptible  to  the  touch:  passions;  but  not  that  sinking,  that  roehing, 

die  touch  again  has  the  advantage  in  a  new  that  languor,  which   is  the   characteristical 

cf  pleasure  resulting  from  a  moderate  do-  effect  of  the  beautiful  as  it  regards  every  sense. 

cf  warmth ;  but  the  eye  triumphs  in  the  The  passion  excited  by  beauty  is  in  fact  nearer 

extent  and  multiplicity  of  its  objects,  to  a  species  of  melancholy,  than  to  jollity  and 

Bat  diere  is  such  a  similitude  in  the  pleasures  mirth.    I  do  not  here  mean  to  confine  music  to 

of  ibme  senses,  that  I  am  apt  to  fancy,  if  it  any  one  species  of  notes,  or  tones,  neither  is  it 

were  ponible  diat  one  might  discern  ookMir  an  art  in  which  I  can  say  I  have  any  great 

hf  fisetiag,  (as  it  is  said  aome  blind  men  have  skill.    My  sole  design  in  this  remark  is,  to 

dbsse,)  that  the  same  colours,  and  the  same  dia-  settle  a  consistent  idea  of  beauty.    The  infi- 

pontioo  of  colouring,  which  are  found  beautiful  nite  variety  of  the  affections  of  the  soul  will 

m  die  si^,  would  be  found  likewise  roost  suggest  to  a  good  head,  and  skilful  ear,  a 

fr>tefiil  to  the  touch.    But,  setting  aside  coo-  ^  L^alleCTo 

jectnres,  let  us  pass  to  the  odier  sense;  of  »  j  ^eicr  am  merry,  when  I  hear  sweet  mask'. 

Iwring.  SBAxariAU 
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Tariety  of  such  MundB  as  are  fitted  to  raise  deriatee,  it  oAen  makes  a  stroug  devialioii 

them.    It  can  be  no  prejudice  to  thi^,  to  clear  beauty  shodd  not  be  obscure ;  the  great  ought 

and  distinguish  some  few  particulars,  that  be-  to  be  dark  and  gloomy:  beauty  ahoukl  be  li^ 

kmg  to  the  same  class,  and  are  consistent  with  and  delicate ;  the  great  ought  to  be  adid,  and 

each  other,  firom  the  imniense  crowd  of  differ^  even  massive.  They  are  indeed  ideas  of  a  rerj 

ent,  and  sometimes  contradictory  ideas,  thai  diflfereni  nature,  one  beuig  founded  on  pain,  the 

rank  vulgarly  under  the  standard  of  beauty,  other  on  pleasure ;  and  however  they  maj  vaiy 

And  of  these  it  b  my  intention  to  mark  such  afterwards  firom   the  direct  nature  of  their 

Cily  of  the  leading  points  as  shew  the  coolbr-  causes,  yet  these  causes  keep  up  an  etenal 

i^  of  the  sense  of  hearing,  with  all  the  other  distinction  between  them,  a  distinction  neiver 

seoses  in  the  article  of  their  [Measures.  to  be  forgotten  by  any  whoee  business  it  is  to 

afiect  the  passicms.    In  the  infinite  variety  of 

— «•  natural  combinations,  we  must  expect  to  finu 

the  qualities  of  things  the  most  remote  imagi 

SECTION   XXyi.  nablefi-om  each  other  united  in  the  same  object 

We  must  expect  also  to  find  combinations  of 

TASTE  aud  smsix.  the  same  kind  in  the  wada  of  arL    But  wheo 

we  consider  the  power  of  an  object  upon  our 

This  general  agreement  of  the  senses  is  passions,  we  must  know  that  when  any  thing 

yet  more  evident  on  minutely  considering  those  is  intended  to  affect  the  mind  by  the  force  of 

of  taste  and  smell.    We  metaphorically  apply  some  predominant  property,  the  affection  pro- 

the  idea  of  sweetness  to  sights  and  sounds ;  but  duced  is  like  to  be  the  more  uniform  and  per- 

as  the  qualities  of  bodies  by  which  they  are  feet,  if  all  the  other  properties  or  qualities  of 

fitted  to  excite  either  pleasure  or  pain  in  these  the  object  be  of  the  same  nature,  uid  tending 

senses,  are  not  so  obvious  as  they  are  in  the  to  the  same  design  as  the  principal, 

others,  we  shall  refer  an  explanation  of  their  If  black  and  white  blend,  soAen,  and  unite 

analogy,  which  is  a  very  close  one,  to  that  •^  thousand  ways,  are  there  no  black  and  white  ' 

part,  wherein  we  come  to  consider  the  common  If  the  qualities  of  the  sublime  and  beautiful  are 

efficient  cause  of  beauty,  as  it  regards  all  the  sometimes  found  united,  does  this  prove  that 

senses.    I  do  not  think  any  thing  better  fitted  they  are  the  same ;  does  it  prove  that  they  are 

to  establish  a  dear  and  settled  idea  of  visual  any  way  allied ;  does  it  prove  even  that  thej 

beauty,  than  this  way  of  examining  the  similar  are  not  opposite  and  contradictory  7  Black  aaii 

pleasures  of  other  senses ;  fix-  one  part  is  some-  white  may  soften,  may  blend ;  but  they  are  not 

times  clear  in  one  of  Uie  senses,  that  is  more  therefore  the  same.    Nor,  when  they  are  so 

obscure  in  another ;  and  where  there  is  a  dear  softened  and  blended  with  each  other,  or  widi 

concurrence  of  all,  we  may  with  more  cer-  different  colours,  is  the  power  of  black  as  blacki 

tainty  speak  of  any  one  of  them.     By  this  or  of  white  as  white,  so  strong  as  when 

means,   they  bear   witness   to   each   other ;  stands  uniform  and  distinguished, 
nature  is,  as  it  were,  scrutinized;   and  we 

report  nothing  of  her  but  what  we  receive  fix>m  ths  ehd  of  the  third  part. 

her  own  information. 
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PART  rV.— SECTION  I. 


or  THE  EVnCIERT  CAUSE  OF  THE  SUBLXHX 

THE  SUBLIICE  AITD  BEAUTIFUL  COMPAmXS.  AITD  BEAUTIFUL. 

On  dosing  this  general  view  of  beauty,  it  Wheh  I  say,  I  intend  to  enquire  into  the 

naturally  occurs,  that  we  should  compare  it  with  efficient  oause  of  sublimity  and  beauty,  I  would 

the  sublime ;  and  in  this  compariK>n  there  ap-  not  be  understood  to  say,  that  I  can  come  to 

pears  a  remarkable  contrast.     For  sublime  the  ultimate  cause.    I  do  not  pretend  that  1 

objects  are  vast  in  their  dimensions,  beautiful  shall  ever  be  able  to  explain,  why  certain  afioo 

ones  comparatively  small :  beauty  shoukl  be  tioos  of  the  body  produce  such  a  distinct  eoMv 

smooth  and  polished ;  the  great,  rugged  and  tion  of  mind,  and  no  other;  or  why  the  body  is 

negligent ;  beauty  should  shun  the  right  ine,  at  all  affi^ned  by  the  mind,  or  the  mind  by  the 

yet  deviate  from  it  insensibly ;  the  great  in  body.  A  little  thought  will  show  this  to  be  im- 

■anv  cases  bves  the  right  line ;  and  when  it  passible.    But  I  conceive,  if  we  can  discover 
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what  dRKCiont  of  the  mind  produce  oert&in  governing  motions  are  communicated  at  a  time 

«BBOCioa8  of  the  body ;  and  what  distinct  feel-  when  we  have  not  capacity  to  reflect  on  them 

ia^  and  <{ualities  of  body  shall  produce  certain  at  a  time  of  which  all  sort  d"  memory  is  worn 

deCarminate  passions  in  the  mind,  and  no  out  of  our  minds.    For  besides  such  things  as 

others,  I  fancy  a  great  deal  will  be  done ;  affect  us  in  various  manners,  according  to  their 

•Bai^tBg  not  unusefiil  towards  a  distinct  know-  natural  powers,  there  are  associati<xia  made  al 

ledge  of  our  passions,  so  &r  at  least  as  we  have  that  eariy  season,  which  we  find  it  very  hard 

tma  at  present  under  our  consideration.  This  afterwards  to  distinguish  from  natural  efiects. 

ii  al,  I  believe,  we  can  do.    If  we  could  ad-  Not  to  mention  the  unaccountable  antipathies 

a  step  farther,  diflkulties  would  still  which  we  find  in  many  persons,  we  all  find  it 

,  as  we  should  be  still  equally  distant  impossible  to  remember  when  a  steep  became 

die  first  cause.  When  Newton  first  disco  more  terrible  than  a  plain;  or  fire  or  water 

vered  the  property  of  attraction,  and  settled  its  more  terrible  than  a  clod  of  earth ;  though  all 

aws,  he  found  it  served  very  well  to  explain  these  are  very  probably  either  conchisions  from 

tfvral  of  the  most  remarkable  phenomena  in  experience,  or  arising  fit)m  the  premonitions 

■tare;  but  yet  with  reference  to  the  general  of  others ;  and  some  of  them  impressed,  in  all 

Vfslein  of  things,  he  could  consider  attraction  likelihood,  pretty  late.     But  as  it  must  be 

ht  as  an  effect ;  whose  cause  at  that  time  he  allowed  that  many  things  affect  us  afler  a  cer- 

£d  not  attempt  to  trace.    But  when  he  after-  tain  manner,  not  by  any  natural  powers  they 

aards  began  to  account  for  it  by  a  subtile  elas-  have  for  that  purpose,  but  by  association ;  so  it 

tie  cdier,  this  great  man  (if  in  so  great  a  man  wouki  be  absurd,  on  the  other  hand,  to  say  that 

k  be  not  impious  to  discover  any  thing  like  a  all  things  affect  us  by  association  only ;  since 

llBBiirii)  seemed  to  have  quitted  his  usual  cau-  some  things  must  have  been  originally  and  na- 

tboB  manner  of  philosophising;  since,  perhaps,  turally  agreeable  or  disagreeable,  from  whidi 

aDowing  all  that  has  been  advanced  on  this  the  others  derive  their  associated  powers ;  and 

■ijject  to  be  sufficiently  proved,  I  think  it  it  would  be,  I  fancy,  to  little  purpose  to  look 

haves  us  with  as  many  difficulties  as  it  found  for  the  cause  of  our  passions  in  association, 

oa,    That  great  chain  of  causes,  which  links  until  we  fail  of  it  in  the  natural  properties  of 

oae  to  another,  even  to  the  throne  of  God  hinn  tilings. 

wbH,  can  never  be  unravelled  by  any  indi»try  of  -^_- 

When  we  go  but  one  step  beyond  the 


faMsediate  sensible  qualities  of  things,  we  go  SECTION  III. 
aat  of  our  depth.    All  we  do  afler  is  but  a 

feint  strug^,  that  shews  we  are  in  an  element  CAt7sx  or  PAiir  asd  feas. 
'which  does  not  belong  to  us.    So  that  when  I 

^keak  of  cause,  and  efficient  cause,  I  only  mean  I  hate  before  observed,'^  that  whatever  is 
eertain  affections  of  the  mind,  that  cause  cer-  qualified  to  cause  terrour,i8  a  foundation  capable 
tain  changes  in  the  body;  or  certain  powers  of  the  sublime ;  to  which  I  add,  that  not  only 
and  properties  in  bodies,  that  work  a  change  these,  but  many  things  from  which  we  cannot 
n  the  mind.  As  if  I  were  to  explain  the  mo-  probably  apprehend  any  danger,  have  a  similar 
boB  of  a  body  &lling  to  the  ground,  I  would  say  effect,  because  they  operate  in  a  similar  man- 
it  was  caused  by  gravity ;  and  I  would  endeavour  ner.  I  observed  too,t  that  whatever  produces 
tt»  shew  afler  what  manner  this  power  operated,  pleasure,  positive  and  original  pleasure,  is  fit 
without  attempting  to  shew  why  it  operated  in  to  have  beauty  engrafled  on  it.  Therefore,  to 
dus  manner :  or  if  I  were  to  explain  the  effects  dear  up  the  nature  of  these  qualities,  it  may  be 
af  bodies  striking  one  another  by  the  common  necessary  to  explain  the  nature  of  pain  and 
laws  of  percussion,  I  should  not  endeavour  to  pleasure  on  which  they  depend.  A  man  who 
•iplab  how  motion  itself  is  communicated.  suflers  under  violent  bodily  pain,  (I  suppose  the 

most  violent,  because  the  effect  may  be  the 

■  more  obvious ;)  I  say  a  man  in  great  pain  has 

his  teeth  set,  his  eye-brows  are  violently  con- 

RECTION  IL  tracted,  his  forehead  is  wrinkled,  his  eyes  are 

dragged  inwards,  and  rolled  with  great  vehe- 

AssociATioir.  meoce,  his  hair  stands  an  end,  the  voice  is 

forced  out  in  short  shrieks  and  groans,  and  the 

It  is  no  smaD  bar  in  the  way  of  our  inquiry  vdiole  fabric  tatters.    Fear  or  terrour,  which 
iafto  the  cause  of  our  passions,  that  the  occasion 

af  muiy  of  them  are  given,  and  that  their  *  Part  I.  sect.  8.      f  Part  I.  sect  10. 


IS  ON  THE  SUBLIME 

18  ui  apprehension  of  pain  or  death,  exhibits  deal  with,  he  compoeed  hia  face,  hia  gtatbe^^ 
exactly  the  same  efiects,  approaching  in  vio-  and  his  whcrfe  body,  as  nearly  as  he  couki  into 
fence  to  those  just  mentioned,  in  proportion  to  the  exact  similitude  of  the  person  he  intended 
the  nearness  of  the  cause,  and  the  weakness  of  to  examine ;  and  then  carefully  observed  what 
the  subject.  This  is  not  only  so  in  the  human  turn  of  mind  he  seemed  to  acquire  by  tfajs 
species :  but  I  have  more  than  once  observed  change.  So  that,  says  my  author,  he  was  aUs 
in  dogs,  under  an  apprehension  of  punishment,  to  entOT  into  the  dispositions  and  thougfata  of 
that  they  have  writhod  their  bodies,  and  yelped,  peof^  as  effectually  as  if  he  had  been  changed 
and  howled,  as  if  they  had  actually  felt  the  into  the  very  men.  I  have  oden  observed,  that 
Uows.  From  hence  I  conclude,  that  pain  and  on  mimicking  the  looks  and  gestures  of  angry, 
fear  act  upon  the  same  parts  of  the  body,  and  or  placid,  or  frighted,  or  daring  men,  I  hare 
in  the  same  manner,  though  somewhat  differing  involuntarily  found  my  mind  turned  to  that 
in  degree:  that  pain  and  fear  consist  in  an  passion,  whose  appearance  I  endeavoured  to 
unnatural  tension  of  the  nerves ;  that  this  is  imitate ;  nay,  I  am  convinced  it  is  hard  to 
sometimes  accompanied  with  an  unnatural  avoid  it,  though  one  strove  to  separate  the  pas- 
strength,  which  sometimes  suddenly  changes  sion  from  its  correspondent  gestures.  Our  minds 
into  an  extraordinary  weakness ;  that  these  and  bodies  are  so  closely  and  intimately  coo- 
effects  often  come  on  alternately,  and  are  some-  nected,  that  (me  is  incapable  of  pain  or  pleasure 
times  mixed  with  each  other.  This  \a  the  vrithout  the  other.  Campanella,  of  whom  wo 
nature  of  all  convulsive  agitations,  especially  have  been  speaking,  could  so  abstract  his  attea* 
in  weaker  subjects,  which  are  the  noost  liable  tion  from  any  sufferings  of  his  body,  that  bs 
to  the  severest  impressions  of  pain  and  fear,  was  able  to  endure  the  rack  itself  without  modi 
The  only  difference  between  pain  and  terrour  pain ;  and  in  lesser  pains  every  body  must  have 
is,  that  things  which  cause  pain  operate  on  the  observed,  that  when  we  can  employ  our  atteiH 
mind,  by  the  intervention  of  the  body ;  whereas  tion  on  any  thing  else,  the  pain  has  been  for  a 
things  that  cause  terrour,  generally  affect  the  time  suspended :  on  the  other  hand,  if  by  any 
bodily  organs  by  the  operation  of  the  mind  sug-  means  the  body  is  indisposed  to  perform  such 
gesting  the  danger ;  but  both  agreeing,  either  gestures,  or  to  be  stimulated  into  such  emo- 
primarily,  or  secondarily,  in  producing  a  ten-  tions  as  any  passion  ujually  (voduces  in  it, 
sion,  contraction,  or  violent  emotion  of  the  that  passion  itself  never  can  arise,  thou^  ita 
nerves,*  they  agree  likewise  in  every  thing  cause  shoukl  be  never  so  strongly  in  action; 
else.  For  it  appears  very  clearly  to  me,  from  though  it  should  be  merely  mental,  and  immo- 
this,  as  well  as  from  many  other  examples,  that  diately  affecting  none  of  the  senses.  As  sB 
when  the  body  is  disftosed,  by  any  means  what-  opiate,  or  spirituous  liquors,  shall  suspend  tba 
soever,  to  such  emotions  as  it  would  acquire  (^>eration  of  grief,  or  fear,  or  anger,  in  spite  of 
by  the  means  of  a  certain  passion ;  it  will  of  all  our  efibrts  to  the  contrary ;  and  this  bj 
itself  excite  something  very  like  that  passion  in  inducing  in  the  body  a  disposition  contrary  to 
the  mind.  that  which  it  receives  from  these  passions 


SECTION  IV.  SECTION  V. 

CONTIirUED. 

„      ,.                        »,     «           .      .  .     T»z  L  **®^  THE    StTBLIKE  IS  PRODUCED. 

To  this  purpose  Mr.  Spon,  m  his  Rechen- 

ches  d»Antiquil6,  gives  us  a  curious  stoiy  of  Hatino  considered  terrour  as  producing  aa 

the  celebrated  physiognomistCarapanella.  This  unnMural  tension  and  certain  violent  emotion 

man,  it  seems,  had  not  only  made  very  accii-  ^^^  ^^^^^ .  -^  ^^j,    ^^^^  ^^^  ^y^^^  ^ 

rate  observations  on  human  faces,  but  was  very  ^ave  just  said,  that  whatever  is  fitted  to  pro- 

.•xpert  in  mira^king  such  as  were  any  way  j^^  ^^^y^  ^  ^nsion,  must  be  productive  of  a 

remarkable     When  he  had  a  mmd  to  pene-  j^^  ^j^j^  ^  ^^^^^  ^  consequently 

trate  into  the  mclmaUons  of  those  he  had  to  n^u^t  be  a  source  of  the  sublime,  though  5 

"^  I  do  not  here  enter  into  the  question  de-  should  have  no  idea  of  danger  connected  with 

bated  among  physiolof^ls,  whether  pain  be  it    So  that  little  remains  towards  shewing  the 

the  effect  of  a  contraction,  or  a  tension  of  the  cause  of  the  sublime,  but  to  shew  that  the 

nerves.    Either  will  serve  my  purpose ;  for  instances  we  have  given  of  it  in  the  second 

pSmrA.fi"«"wiScE'«S.S::i"mr.*  P«trel.,.u.»ch.hu^.„.„fi«edby„M». 

cle  or  membrane,  in  whatever  way  this  la  done.  Part  IL  sect  9. 
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«  pMrfuee  thw  atirt  of  tfluioD,  either  by  die  they  are,  may  be  aomewhat  bard  to  settle :  bat 

pmuf  operation  of  the  mind  or  the  body,  that  it  doee  make  uie  oC  such,  appean  from 

WJA  ragaid  to  such  thJogs  as  afiect  by  the  hence ;  that  a  long  exercise  of  the  mentai 

■neiated  idea  of  danger,  there  can  be  no  powers  induces  a  remarkable  lassitude  of  the 

isikC  but  that  they  produce  terrour,  and  act  by  whcrfe  body ;  and  on  the  other  hand  that  great 

■■•  modification  of  that  passion ;  and  that  bodily  labour,  or  pain,  weakens  and  sometimes 

Imour,  when  sufficiently  violflot,  raises  the  actually  destroys  the  mental  faculties.    Now, 

■Mlioni  of  the  body  just  mentioned,  can  as  as  a  due  exercise  is  essential  to  the  coane 

ink  be  doubted.    But  if  the  sublime  is  built  on  muscuhur  parts  of  the  constitution,  and  that 

tanoor,  or  some  passion  like  it,  which  has  pain  without  this  rousing  they  woukl  become  languid 

W  ils  okgcct,  it  is  previously  proper  to  enquire  and  diseased,  the  very  same  role  holds  with 

how  any  species  of  delight  can  be  derived  regard  to  those  finer  parts  we  have  mentioned ; 

tnm  a  caose  so  apparently  contrary  to  it    I  to  have  them  in  proper  order,  they  must  be 

■y  idighi,  because,  as  I  have  oAen  remariced,  shaken  and  worked  to  a  proper  degree. 
itisvery  evidendy  different  in  its  cause,  and 
ii  in  osm  ■atore,  from  actual  and  positive 
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SECTION  VL  BZSRcisE  irECKssAJir  for  ths  nzrEm 

OROAHS. 
TAim  CAH  IS  A  GAUSS  OF  DELIGHT. 

As  common  labour,  which  is  a  mode  of  pain, 
PaoTunBJTOX  has  so  ordered  it,  that  a  state  is  the  exercise  of  the  grosser,  a  mode  of  terrour 
rfrsst  and  inaction,  however  it  may  flatter  oar  is  the  exercise  of  the  finer  parts  6[  the  system ; 
iriolsTS,  sfaooki  be  productive  cfmany  inoon-  and  if  a  certain  mode  of  pain  be  of  such  a  na 
waiciw ;  that  it  should  generate  such  disor-  ture  as  to  act  upon  the  eye  or  the  ear,  as  they 
4n,  as  asay  force  as  to  have  recourse  to  some  are  the  most  delicate  organs,  the  affection  ap- 
^  liksar,  as  a  tiling  absoiutdyriequiBite  to  make  preaches  more  nearly  to  that  which  has  a 
■  pass  ov  Uvea  with  tolerable  salis&ction ;  mental  cause.  In  all  these  cases,  if  the  pain 
6r  iIm  nature  of  rest  is  to  suffer  aU  the  parts  of  and  terrour  are  so  modified  as  not  to  be  actu- 
■r  bodies  to  (all  into  a  relaxation,  that  not  ally  noxious ;  if  the  pain  is  not  carried  to  vio- 
mlj  diiahles  the  members  from  performing  lence,  and  the  terrour  is  not  conversant  about 
Mr  itfioiis,  but  takes  away  the  vigorous  the  present  destruction  of  the  person,  as  these 
taM  of  fibra  which  is  requisite  fiir  carrying  on  emotions  clear  the  parts,  whether  fine  or  gross, 
lbs  aatorai  and  necessary  secretions.  At  the  of  a  dangerous  and  troublesome  incumlnrance, 
■■s  tiflDe,  that  in  this  languid  inactive  state,  they  are  capable  of  producing  delight ;  not 
lbs  autea  are  more  liable  to  the  most  horrid  pleasure,  but  a  sort  of  delightful  horrour,  a  sort 
MBwilsions,  than  when  they*are  sufficiently  oftranquillity  tinged  with  terrour;  whidi,  asit 
knoed  and  strengthened.  Melancholy,  dejec-  bekngs  to  sel^preservation,  is  one  of  the 
liaa,  despair,  and  oAen  seU^murder,  is  the  con-  strongest  of  all  the  passions.  Its  object  is  the 
ttqusoce  of  the  gloomy  view  we  take  of  things  sublime.*  Its  highest  degree  I  call  oslonuA- 
ilthis  relaxed  state  of  body.  The  best  remedy  ment ;  Ihe  subordinate  degrees  are  awe,  rev^^ 
fir  aU  these  evils  is  exerciro  or  iabaur ;  and  rence,  and  respect,  which  by  the  very  etymo- 
Uoor  is  a  surmounting  oCdiffiaUtieMj  an  exertion  logy  of  the  words,  shew  from  what  source  they 
if  the  oootncting  power  of  the  muscles ;  and  as  are  derived,  and  how  they  stand  distinguished 
aeh  rfiarsnble^  pain,  which  oonsiste  in  tension  from  positive  pleasure, 
sr  ocntractioo,  in  every  thing  but  degree.  La- 
boor  is  not  only  requisite  to  preserve  the  coarser  — 
in  a  state  fit  for  their  functions ;  but  it 


is  equally  necessary  to  these  finer  and  more  SECTION  VIIL 

isicate  organs,  on  which,  and  by  which,  the  ^^^  thihgs  not  danoirous  produce  a 

■agmatioo  ud  perhaps  the  other  mental  p^^^ir  lire  terrour. 
pavers  aot.    Swce  it  is  probable,  that  not  only 

fhm  inferiour  parte  of  the  soul,  as  the  passions  fA  mode  of  terrour  or  pain  is  always  the 

MS  caBed,  but  the  understanding  itself  makes  cause  of  the  sublime.    For  terrour,  or  asso- 

■saof  some  fine  corporeal  instruments  in  ite  «  pa^  n,  sect  3. 

jpcsatioo;  though  what  they  are,  and  where  f  Part  L  secL  7.    Part  U.  sect  3 

Vol.  I.— 6  P 
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ciated  danger,  the  foregoing  explication  is,  I  impression  at  once ;  or,  making  but  ono  hm 

believe,  sufficient   Jt  will  require  something  pression  of  a  point  at  a  time,  it  causes  a  mo 

more  trouble  to  shew,  that  such  examples  as  I  cession  of  the  same  or  others  so  quiddy  as  to 

have  given  of  the  sublime  in  the  second  part,  make  them  seem  united ;  as  is  evident  ftm  the 

are  capable  of  producing  a  mode  of  pain,  and  common  effect  of  whiriing  about  a  li|^»t*d  <o»tk 

of  being  thus  allied  to  tenrour,  and  to  be  ao>  or  piece  of  wood :  which  if  done  with  eeMtf . 

counted  for  on  the  same  principles.    And  first  seems  a  circle  of  fire, 
of  such  objects  as  are  great  in  their  dimen- 
sions.   I  speak  of  visual  objects.  — -^^ 


SECTION  X. 

SECTION  IX.  172IITT  WHT  RKquisiTE  TO  TisTarxsa. 

WHY  VISUAL  OBJECTS  OF  oREAT  DiMEiTsiONS  It  may  be  objected  to  this  theory,  that  tfas 

ARE  SUBLIME.  eye  generally  receives  an  equal  number  of  imja 

at  all  times,  and  that  therefore  a  great  objettf 

Visioir  is  performed  by  having  a  picture  cannot  affect  it  by  the  number  of  rays,  mon 

formed  by  the  rays  of  light  which  are  reflected  than  that  variety  of  objects  which  the  eye  mntf 

firom  the  object  painted  in  one  piece,  instanta-  always  discern  whilst  it  remains  open.    But  ts 

neously,  on  the  retina,  or  last  nervous  part  of  this  I  answer,  that  admitting  on  equal  numbei 

the  eye.    Or,  according  to  others,  there  is  but  of  rays,  or  an  equal  quantity  of  luminoua  parti 

one  point  of  any  object  painted  on  the  eye  in  cles  to  strike  Uie  eye  at  all  times,  yet  if  thaar 

such  a  manner  as  to  be  perceived  at  once ;  but  rays  frequently  vary  their  nature,  now  to  blaa 

by  moving  the  eye,  we  gather  up,  with  great  now  to  red,  and  so  on,  or  their  manner  of  taiw 

celerity,  the  several  parts  of  the  object,  so  as  to  mination,  as  to  a  number  of  petty  squares,'^ 

form  one  uniform  piece.    If  the  former  opinion  angles,  or  the  like,  at  every  change,  iniietiMr  «ff 

be  allowed,  it  will  be  considered,*  that  though  odour  or  shape,  the  organ  has  a  sort  of  rtiax 

all  the  light  reflected  from  a  large  body  should  ation  or  rest ;  but  this  relaxation  and  laboor  m 

strike  the  eye  in  one  instant ;  yet  we  must  sup-  oAen  interrupted,  is  by  no  means  prodaetimal 

pose  that  the  body  itself  is  formed  of  a  vast  ease ;  neither  has  it  the  effect  of  vigoroos  nd 

number  of  distinct  points,  every  one  of  which,  uniform  labour.    Whoever  has  remarked  tiiB 

or  the  ray  from  every  one,  makes  an  impression  different  efiects  of  some  strong  exercise,  nd 

on  the  retina.    So  that,  though  the  image  of  some  little  piddling  action,  will  undertitaBd 

one  point  should  cause  but  a  small  tension  of  why  a  teasing  fretful  employment,  wfaidb  at 

this  membrane,  another,   and  another,    and  once  wearies  and  weakens  the  body,  shoaU 

another  stroke,  must  in  their  progress  cause  a  have  nothing  great ;  these  sorts  of  impuliMi 

very  great  one,  until  it  arrives  at  last  to  the  which  are  rather  teasing  than  painfiil,  by  cai^ 

highest  degree ;  and  the  whole  capacity  of  the  tinually  and  suddenly  altering  their  tenour  mi 

oye,  vibrating  in  all  its  parts,  must  approach  direction,  prevent  that  full  tension,  that  speetfli 

near  to  the  nature  of  what  causes  pain,  and  of  uniform  labour,  which  is  allied  to  stran 

consequently  must  produce  an  idea  of  the  sub-  pain,  and  causes  the  sublime.    The  sum  tow 

lime.    Again,  if  we  take  it,  that  oae  point  only  of  things  of  various  kinds,  though  it  tfhooU 

of  an  object  is  distinguishable  at  once ;  the  equal  the  number  of  the  uniform  parts  cooi* 

matter  will  amount  nearly  to  the  same  thing,  or  posing  some  one  entire  object,  is  not  equal  ii 

rather  it  will  make  the  origia  of  the  sublime  its  effect  upon  the  organs  of  our  bodies.    Bd> 

from  greatness  of  dimension  yet  clearer.    For  sides  the  one  already  assigned,  there  is  anotfaai 

U*  but  one  point  is  observed  at  once,  the  eye  very  strong  reason  for  the  difference.    The 

must  traverse  the  vast  space  of  such  bodies  mind  in  reality  hardly  ever  can  attend  dili> 

with  great  quickness,  and  consequently  the  fine  gently  to  more  than  ono  thing  at  a  time ;  if  this 

nerves  and  muscles  destined  to  the  motion  of  thing  be  little,  the  effect  Lb  little,  and  a  numbei 

that  part  must  be  very  much  strained ;  and  of  other  little  objects  cannot  engage  the  altefr 

their  great  sensibility  must  make  them  highly  tion ;  the  mind  is  bounded  by  the  ^xinds  of  the 

affected  by  tliis  straining.   Besides,  it  signifies  object ;  and  what  is  not  attended  to^  and  what 

just  nothing  to  the  effect  produced,  whether  a  does  not  exist,  are  much  the  same  in  effect ;  but 

body  has  its  parts  connected  and  makn  its  the  eye  or  the  mind  (for  in  this  case  there  is 

no  difference)  in  great  uniform  objects  doec 

*  Fart  n.  sect  7  oot  readily  arrive  at  their  bounds;  it  baa  oc 
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wUlit  ii ooatemplates  6em;  tho  image     apitch  as  to  be  capable  of  the  niUime;  it  is 

ich  the  same  erecy  wfaers.    So  dbAt  every     brought  just  to  the  verge  of  pain.    Even  when 

^eat  by  its  quantity  must  neceasarily  be     the  cause  .has  ceased,  the  organs  of  hearing 

napk  Mod  entire.  being  often  successively  struck  in  a  similar 

manner,  continue  to  vibrate  in  that  manner  for 
— — —  some  time  longer;  this  is  an  additional  help  to 

the  greatness  of  the  effect. 
SECTION  XL 

THX  ABTIFICIAL  IZrrilTITE. 

SECTION  xn. 

Wc  have  observed,  that  a  species  of  great- 

I  Crom  the  artificial  infinite  ;  and  that  the  viBBATXoif  s  must  be  similak. 


Ihis  iBfinite  consists  in  an  uniform  succession 

flfywat  parts :  we  observed  too,  that  the  same        Bitt  if  the  vibration  be  not  similar  at  every 


Mcceesion  had  a  like  power  in  sounos.  impression,  it  can  never  be  carried  beyond  the 

eause   the  effects  of  many  things  are  number  of  actual  impressions ;  for,  move  any 

in  one  of  the  senses  than  in  another,  body  as  a  pendulum,  in  one  way,  and  it  will 

fkmt  all  the  senses  bear  analogy  to,  and  continue  to  oscillate  in  an  arch  of  the  same 

one  another,  I  shall  begin  with  this  circle,  until  the  known  causes  make  it  rest ; 

in  aoands,  as  the  cause  of  the  sublimit  but  if  after  first  putting  it  in  motion  in  one 

■ooeasioQ  is  rather  more  obvious  in  the  direction,  you  push  it  into  another,  it  can 

I  of  hearing.    And  I  shall  here  once  for  all,  never  reassume  the  first  direction ;  because  it 

that  an  investigation  of  the  natural  can  never  move  itself,  and  consequMitly  it  can 

Mi  BsuHwinirsl  causes  of  our  passions,  besides  have  but  the  effect  of  that  last  motion ;  whereas, 

is  corioaity  of  the  subject,  gives,  if  they  are  if  in  the  same  direction  you  act  upon  it  several 

facwiiud,  a  double  strength  and  lustre  to  any  times,  it  will  describe  a  greater  arch,  and  move 

nits  we  deliver  on  such  matters.    When  the  a  kmger  time. 

any  sin^e  sound,  it  is  struck  by  —^—^ 
of  the  air,  which  makes  the  ear- 


aod  the  other  membranous  parts  vibrate  SECTION  XIIL 
to  the  nature  and  species  of  the 

ff  the  stroke  be  strong,  the  organ  of  the  iIiyxct  or  succEssxoir  iir  visual  gb* 

widhn  a  considerable  degree  of  ten-  jects  explaizted. 
■OB.    Jf  the  stroke  be  repeated  pretty  soon 

r,  the  repetition  causra  an  expectation  of  Ir  we  can  comprehend  clearly  how  things 

■troke.    And  it  must  be  observed ,  that  operate  upon  one  of  our  senses,  there  can  be  very 

itaelf  causes  a  tension.    This  is  little  difficulty  in  conceiving  in  what  manner 

in  many  animals,  who,  when  they  they  affect  the  rest.   To  say  a  great  deal  there- 

prspare  for  hearing  any  sound,  rouse  them-  fore  upon  the  corresponding  affections  of  eveiy 

and  prick  up  their  ears :  so  that  hq|p  sense,  would  tend  rather  to  fatigue  us  by  an 

cf  the  sounds  is  considerably  aug-  useless  repetition,  than  to  throw  any  new  light 

by  a  new  auxiliary,  the  expectation,  upon  the  subject,  by  that  ample  and  diffuse 

ifaoiigh  aiVer  a  number  of  strokes,  we  ex-  manner  of  treating  it;  but  as  in  this  discourse 

;  stiU  more,  not  being  able  to  ascertain  the  vra  chiefly  attach  ourselves  to  the  sublime,  as  it 

.  time  of  their  arrival,  when  they  arrive,  afiRscts  the  eye,  we  shall  consider  particularly 

a  sort  of  surprise,  which  increases  why  a  successive  disposition  of  uniform  parts 

I  yet  further.    For  I  have  observed,  in  the  same  right  line  should  be  sublime,*  and 

^iiHhen  at  any  time  I  have  waited  very  ear-  upon  what  principle  this  disposition  is  enabled 

for  some  sound,  that  returned  at  inter-  to  make  a  comparatively  small  quanti^of  mat- 

(as   the  successive  firing  of  canncm,)  ter  produce  a  grander  effect,  thui  a  much  larger 

I  fi^yexpected  the  return  of  the  sound,  quantity  disposed  in   another  manner.     To 

it  came  it  always  made  me  start  a  little ;  avoid  the  perplexity  of  gfenoral  notions ;  let  us 

die  earKbum  suffered  a  convulsion,  and  the  set  before  our  eyes  acolonnade  of  uniform  pil- 

frimk  body  ooosented  with  it.    The  tension  of  lars  planted  in  a  right  line ;  let  lu  take  our  stand 

dbs  part  thus  increasing  at  every  blow,  by  the  •  in  such  a  manner,  that  theeye  may  shoot  along 
■BitiDd  fccces  of  the  stroke  itself  the  expecta- 

tiaB,aiidtfaesurpr*M,  itiaworkedupto  luch  *  Fart  IL  sect.  10 
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this  colonnade,  for  it  has  its  best  efi^  in  this  io  powerfully  affected  with  an>  on )  impnlii^ 

riew.    In  our  present  sitoation  it  is  plab,  that  anless  it  be  one  of  a  prodigious  force  indsd^ 

&e  rays  from  the  first  round  pillar  wUl  cause  in  as  we  are  with  a  succession  of  simihuri 

the  eye  a  vibration  of  that  species ;  an  image  because  the  nerves  of  the  sensory  do  not  {Ht 

of  the  pilkx  itself.     The  pillar  immediately  may  use  the  expression)  acquire  a  habit  of  n 

succeeding  increases  it ;  that  which  follows  peating  the  same  fooling  in  such  a  manaem 

renews  and  enforces  the  impression ;  eadi  in  to  continue  it  longor  than  its  cause  is  ir  actkai 

its  order  as  it  succeeds,  repeats  im(nilse  after  besides  all  the  effects  which  I  have 

impulse,   and  stroke  after  stroke,  until  the  to  expectation  and  surprise  in  sect.  11, 

eye,  long  exercised  in  one  particular  way,  can-  have  no  place  in  a  bare  wall, 
not  lose  that  object  immediately ;  and  being 

violently  roused  by  this  continued  agitati(Hi,  ^ 
it  presents  the  mind  with  a  grand  or  sub- 
lime conception.    But  instead  of  viewing  a  SECTION  XIY. 
rank  of  uniform  pillars;  let  us  suppose  that  . 

they  succeed  eadi  other,  a  round  and  a  sqiiare  tooKs's  OPinoir  coNCEurnro  pa 

one  alternately.     In  this  case  tfie  vibration  coitsidsbed. 
caused  by  the  first  round  pillar  perishes  as  soon 

as  it  is  formed ;  and  one  of  quite  another  sort  It  is  Mr.  Locke*s  opinion,  that  darimes  ii 

(the  square)  directly  occupies  its  plaoe ;  which  not  naturally  an  idea  of  terrour ;  and  that  timi|^ 

however  it  resigns  as  qoidcly  to  the  round  one ;  an  excessive  light  is  painfol  to  die  senM,  tlil 

and  thus  the  eye  proceeds,  alternately,  taking  the  greatest  excess  of  darkness  isnowaystwi 

up  one  image,  and  laying  down  anotiier,  as  blesome.  He  observes  indeed  in  another  plM^ 

long  as  the  building  continues.    From  whence  that  a  nurse  or  an  c^  woman  haviiy  m» 

it  is  obvious,  that  at  the  last  piDar,  the  impre»-  associated  the  idea  of  ghosts  and  gofaUns  wlk 

sion  is  as  for  fitnn  continuing  as  it  was  at  the  that  of  darkness,  night  ever  met  beoooriM 

very  first ;  because  in  foot,  the  sensory  can  re-  painful  and  horrible  to  the  imagination.    Thi 

ceive  no  distinct  impression  but  fiiom  the  last ;  authori^  of  this  great  man  is  doobtkisi  as  giMt 

and  it  can  never  of  itself  resume  a  dissimilar  as  that  of  any  man  can  be,  and  it  ieant  to 

imprrasion :  besides  every  variation  of  the  ob-  stand  in  the  way  of  our  general  taimayish* 

ject  is  a  rest  and  relaxation  to  the  organs  of  We  have  considered  darkness  as  a  cause  of  the 

sight ;  and  these  reliefo  prevent  that  powerful  sublime ;  and  we  have  all  along  conaiderad  the 

emotion  so  necessary  to  produce  the  sublime,  sublime  as  depending  on  some  modificatiaBif 

To  produce  therefore  a  perfect  grandeur  in  such  pain  or  terrour :  so  that  if  darkneaa  bo  no  iNQr 

things  as  we  have  been  mentioning  there  should  painfol  or  terrible  to  ady,  who  have  not  hii 

be  a  perfect  simplicity,  an  absolute  uniformity  their  mhids  early  tainted  with  sD^MrstitiaBii  il 

in  disposition,  shape,  and  colouring.  Upon  diis  can  be  no  source  of  the  sublime  to  theaa.  BIHi 

principle  of  succession  and  uniformity  it  may  with  all  deference  to  such  an  authority)  it  ■«■■ 

DO  asked,  vrhy  a  long  bare  wall  should  not  be  a  to  me,  tiiat  an  association  of  a  mora  fHHial 

more  sublime  olgect  than  a  colonnade ;  since  the  nature,  an  asaociation  which  lakes  in  al  mn- 

succession  is  no  way  interrupted ;  since  tfie  ikind,  may  make  darkness  terrible;  fir  in  iMtor 

eye  meets  no  check ;  since  nothing  morb  uni-  darkness  it  is  impossible  to  know  in  ,iAmX 

form  can  be  conceived  f  A  long  bare  wall  is  degree  of  safety  we  stand ;  we  are  ignorant  af 

certainly  not  so  grand  an  object  as  a  colonnade  the  objects  that  surround  as ;  we  may  anraiy 

of  the  same  length  and  height    It  is  not  alto-  moment  strike  against  some  dangerona  uiisliMh' 

gether  difficult  to  account  for  this  diffwrace.  tion ;  we  may  M  down  a  precipioe  the  fiat 

When  we  look  at  anaked  wall,  from  the  even-  step  we  take ;  and  if  an  enemy  appvoack,  w 

ness  of  the  object,  die  eye  runs  along  its  vdiole  know  not  in  wliat  quarter  to  defend  uuiaoUw; 

space,  and  arrives  quiddy  at  its  termination ;  in  such  a  case  strength  is  no  aare  protection; 

the  eye  meets  nothing  which  may  interrupt  its  wisdom  can  only  act  by  guess ;  the  boMeat  am 

progress  ;  but  then  it  meets  nothing  ^idi  may  staggered,  and  he  yrho  woukl  pray  for  notfui^ 

detain  it  a  proper  time  to  produce  a  vwy  great  else  towards  his  defence  is  forced  to  pray  for 

and  lasting  effect    The  view  of  a  bare  wall,  light, 

if  it  be  of  a  great  height  and  lengdi,  is  nn-  ^^             w        c        «_> 

.  not  a  rtpetitum  of  ttimlar  ideas :  it  is  therefore     £y  ^,  ^^ei  «oi  oXtocov. -— 

great,  not  so  much  upon  the  principle  of  t»i/l- 

nityt  as  upon  that  of  wufness.    But  we  are  not  *  Part  O.  sect  &. 
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»  MMciation  of  ghosts,  aod  gobliui ;  nection  with  pleanog  ones.    Thej  had  both 

)  anre  natural  to  think,  that  darkness,  probably  their  effects  fitim  their  natond  opera* 

obbUj  an  idea  of  terrour,  was  chosen  tion. 

ne  fcr  such  terrible  represeotations,  — — 
■di  representations  hare  nude  dark^ 

lie.    The  mind  of  man  very  easity  SECTION  XVI. 
■n  enrour  of  the  former  sort ;  but  it 

rdtD  imagme,  that  the  effect  of  an  why  darkness  is  tsrbible. 
tvonally  terrible  in  all  times,  and  in 

M,  as  darkness,  codd  possibly  have  It  may  be  worth  while  to  examine  how  dark* 

f  to  a  set  of  idle  stories,  or  to  any  ncss  can  operate  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cause 

nature  so  trivial,  and  of  an  operation  pain.    It  is  observable,  that  still  as  we  recede 

Of.                                          *  from  the  light,  nature  has  so  contrived  it,  that 

— —  the  pupil  is  enlarged  by  the  retiring  of  the  iris, 

in  proportion  to  our  recess.    Now,  instead  of 

SECTION  XV.  declining  from  it  but  a  little,  suppose  that  we 

withdraw  entirely  from  the  light ;  it  is  reason- 

TX&UBLE  iif  ITS  owK  ZTATUAX.  able  to  think,  that  the  contraction  of  the  radial 

fibres  of  the  iris  is  proportionably  greater ;  and 

«  it  may  appear  on  inquiry,  that  that  this  part  may  by  great  darkness  come  to 

nd  darkness  are  in  some  degree  be  so  contracted,  as  to  strain  the  nerves  that 

iheir  natural  operation,  independent  compose  it  beyond  their  natural  tone ;  and  by 

oeiations  w4iatsoever.    I  must  ob-  this  means  to  produce  a  painful  sensation.  Such 

Iha  ideas  of  darkness  and  blackness  a  tension  it  seems  there  certainly  is,  whilst  we 

•  nme;  and  they  difitirmly  in  this,  are  involved  in  darkness;  for  in  such  a  state 
Mi  is  a  more  confined  idea.    Mr.  whilst  the  eye  remains  open,  there  is  a  conti* 

given  us  a  very  curious  story  of  nual  nisus  to  receive  light ;  this  is  manifest  from 

been  bom  blind,  and  continued  the  flashes  and  luminous  appearances  which 

thirteen  or  fourteen  years  old  ;  oflen  seem  in  these  circumstances  to  play  before 

i  eoiiched  for  a  cataract,  by  which  it ;  and  which  can  be  nothing  but  the  dSect  o* 

•  received  his  sight.  Am<»ig  many  spasms,  produced  by  its  own  cfTorts  in  pursui 
particulars  that  attended  lus  first  of  its  object ;  several  other  strong  impulses  wH 

I  and  judgments  on  visual  objects,  produce  the  idea  of  light  in  the  eye,  besides 

tels  us,  Uiat  the  first  time  the  boy  the  substance  of  light  itsdf,  as  we  experience 

k  object,  it  gave  him  great  uneasi-  on  many  occasions.  Some  who  allow  darkness 

that  some  time  aflor,  upon  acciden-  to  be  a  eause  of  the  sublime,  vrould  infer,  from 

anegro  woman,  he  was  struck  with  the  dilatatioDofthe  pupil,  that  a  relaxation  may 

V  at  the  sight.   The  horrour,  in  this  be  productive  of  the  sublime,  as  well  arf  con- 

■earcely  be  supposed  to  arise  fi-om  vulsion:  but  they  do  not  I  believe  consider  that 

■boo*     The  boy  appears  by  the  although  the  circular  ring  of  the  iris  be  in  some 

bave  been  particularly  observing  and  sense  a  sphincter,  which   may  possibly  be 

ene  of  his  age ;  and  therefore  it  is  dilated  liy  a  simple  relaxation,  yet  in  one  re- 

fthe  great  uneasiness  he  felt  at  the  spect  it  differs  from  most  of  the  other  s{Amo- 

Iriaek  had  arisen  fi'om  its  connection  ters  of  the  body,  duit  it  is  furnished  with  anta- 

Itrdisagreeable  ideas,he  would  have  gonist  muscles,  vdiich  are  the  radial  fibres  of 

■d  BKoiioned  it.    For  an  idea,  dis-  die  iris  :  no  sooner  does  the  circular  mtisde 

■If  by  association,  has  the  cause  of  begin  to  relax,  than  these  fibres,  wanting  their 

I  flo  the  passiora  evident  enough  at  counterpoise,  are  forcibly  drawn  back,  and  open 

apreasion;  in  ordinary  cases,  it  is  the  pupil  to  a  considerable  wideness.     But 

nendy  lost ;  but  this  is,  because  the  though  we  were  not  apprised  of  this,  1  believe 

lociation  was  made  very  early,  and  any  one  will  find,  if  he  c^ens  his  eyes  and 

lent  inq)ression  repeated  oflen.    In  makes  an  effort  to  see  in  a  dark  place,  that  a 

a,  there  was  no  time  for  such  an  very  perceivable  pain  ensues.    And  I  have 

tbere  is  no  reason  to  think  that  the  heard  some  ladies  remark,  that  after  having 

of  black  on  his  imagination  were  worked  a  long  time  upon  a  ground  of  black, 

I  to  its  connection  with  any  disagree-  their  eyes  were  so  pained  and  weakened,  they 

tban  that  the  good  effects  of  m<^e  could  hardly  see.  It  may  perhaps  be  objected  to 

loun  were  derived  firom  their  coo  this  theory  of  the  medianical  effect  of  dark* 
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11688,  that  the  ill  effects  of  darioiess  or  black-  dispose  a  man  to  sleep,  let  these  sounds  cease 
ness  seem  rather  mental  than  corporeal ;  and  suddenly,  and  the  person  immediately  awakes ; 
I  own  it  is  true,  that  they  do  so ;  and  so  do  all  that  is,  the  parts  are  braced  up  sudden^,  toi 
those  that  depend  on  the  affections  of  the  finer  he  awakn.  This  I  have  often  ezperienoed 
parts  of  our  system.  The  ill  effects  of  bad  myself,  and  I  have  heard  the  same  fixm  ob> 
weather  appear  often  no  otherwise,  than  in  a  serring  persons.  In  like  manner,  if  a  pema 
melancholy  and  dejecticxi  of  spirits ;  though  in  broad  day  light  were  falling  asleep,  to  m* 
without  doubt,  in  this  case,  the  bodily  organs  troduce  a  sudden  darkness  wodd  prevent  his 
wvffmr  first,  and  the  mind  through  these  organs,     sleep  ibr  that  time,  though  silence  and  dari»> 

ness  in  themselves,  and  not  suddenly  intio* 
— i— —  duced,  are  very  favourable  to  it.   This  I  knew 

only  b]c  conjecture  on  the  analogy  of  the 


SECTION   XVII.  when  I  first  digested  these  observations ;  but  1 

have  since  experienced  it.    And  I  have  often 

THS  ErrccTS  or  blackitess.  experienced,  and  so  have  a  thousand  others, 

that  on  the  first  inclining  towards  sleep,  we 

Blacexess  is  but  a  ptaiiai  doakneu;  and  have  been  suddenly  awakened  with  a  most 

therefore  it  derives  some  of  its  powers  from  violent  start ;  and  that  this  start  was  generally 

being  mixed  and  surrounded  with  coloured  preceded  by  a  sort  of  dream  of  our  falling 

bodies.    In  its  own  nature,  it  cannot  be  con-  down  a  precipice :  whence  does  this  strange 

sidered  as  a  colour.    Black  bodies,  reflecting  motion  arise,  but  from  the  too  sudden  relaaoU 

none,  or  but  a  few  rays,  with  regard  to  sigh^  tion  of  the  body,  which  by  some  medianism  in 

are  but  as  so  mai^  vacant  spaces  dispersed  nature  restores  itself  by  as  quick  and  vigorous 

among  the  objects  we  view.    When  the  eye  an  exertion  of  the  contracting  power  of  the 

lights  on  <»ie  of  these  vacuities,  after  having  muscles !    The  dream  itself  is  caused  by  tfiis 

been  kept  in  some  degree  of  tension  by  the  relaxation:  and  it  is  of  too  uniform  a  nature  to 

play  of  the  adjacent  colours  up<xi  it,  it  sud-  be  attributed  to  any  other  cause.    The  parts 

denly  falls  into  a  relaxation;  out  of  which  it  relax  too  suddenly,  which  is  in  the  nature  of 

as  suddenly  recovers  by  a  convulsive  spring,  falling;  and  this  accident  of  the  body  indooes 

To  illustrate  this ;  let  us  consider,  that  when  this  image  in  the  mind.    When  we  are  in  a 

we  intend  to  sit  on  a  chair,  and  find  it  much  confirmed  state  of  health  and  vigour,  as  all 

lower  than  was  expected,  the  shock  is  very  changes  are  then,  less  sudden,  and  less  on  tfis 

violent ;   much  more   violent  than  could  be  extreme,  we  can  seklom  complain  of  this  dii> 

thou^t  firom  so  slight  a  fall  as  the  difference  agreeable  sensation, 
between  one  chair  and  another  can  possibly 

make.    If,  afler  descending  a  flight  of  stairs,  — 
we  attempt  inadvertently  to  take  another  step 

in  the  manner  of  the  former  ones,  the  shock  is  SECTION  XVIIl. 
extremely  rude  and  disagreeable;  and  by  no 

art  can  we  cause  such  a  shock  by  the  same  the  ErrEcrs  or  blackitess  moderatka. 
meajos  when  we  expect  and  prepare  for  it. 

When  I  say  that  this  is  owing  to  having  the  Tbouoh  the  effects  of  black  be  painful  ofi* 

diange  made  contrary  to  expectation;  I  do  ginally,  we  must  not  think  they  always  coatumo 

not  mean  ^lely,  when  the  mind  expects.    I  so.     Custom  reconciles   us  to  every  thli^. 

mean  likewise,  that  when  an  organ  of  sense  is  After  we  have  been  used  to  the  sight  of  Uack 

for  some  time  effected  in  some  one  manner,  if  objects,  the  terrour  abates,  and  the  smoothness 

it  be  suddenly  affected  otherwise,  there  ensues  and  glossinen  or  some  agreeable  accident  of 

a  convulsive  motion ;  such  a  convulsion  as  is  bodies  so  coloured,  soflens  in  some  measure 

caused  when  any  thing  happens  against  the  the  horrour  and  sternness  of  their  original 

expectance  of  the  mind.    And  though  it  may  nature ;  yet  the  nature  of  their  original  in»» 

appear  strange  that  such  a  change  as  (»t>duces  pression  still  continues.     Black  will  always 

a  relaxation,  should  immediately  produce  a  have  something  melancholy  in  it,  because  tfao 

sudden  convulsion ;  it  is  yet  most  certainly  so,  sensory  wiQ  always  find  the  change  to  it  jfrom 

and  so  in  all  the  senses.    Every  one  knows  other  colours  too  violent ;  or  if  it  occupy  tfi» 

that  sleep  is  a  relaxation ;  and  that  silence,  whole  compass  of  the  sight,  it  will  then  be 

where  nothing  keeps  the  organs  of  hearing  in  darkness ;  and  what  was  said  oi  darioiess  wfll 

aaion,  is  in  general  fittest  to  bring  on  this  r»*  be  applicable  here.  I  do  not  purpose  to  go  iafts 

taxation ;  yet  when  a  sort  of  murmuring  sounds  all  that  mi^  be  said  to  ilhistrate  this  theoiy 
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•f  ihe  tdecti  of  li^  and  daikueas;  neither  it,  Bubjoining  the  exceptions  which  may  occur 

«il  I  «amiiM  all  the  different  effects  produced  according  to  the  judicious  rule  laid  down  by 

1^  dto  Tarious  modifications  and  mixtures  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton  in  the  third  book  of  his 

two  causes.     If  the  foregoing  obser-  Opticks.  Our  position  will,  I  conceive,  appear 

have  any  foundation  in  nature,  I  con«  confirmed  beyond  any  reasonable  doubt,  if  we 

diem  vary  sufficient  to  account  lor  all  the  can  shew  that  such  things  as  we  have  aheady 

that  can  arise  firom  all  the  combi-  observed  to  be  the  genuine  constituents  of 

of  black  with  other  cokxirs.    To  enter  beauty,  have  each  of  them,  separately  taken, 

iMo  every  particolar,  or  to  answer  every  objeo-  a  natural  tendency  to  relax  the  fibres.    And  if 

trntt  wouU  be  an  endless  labour.    We  have  it  must  be  allowed  us,  that  the  appearance  of 

saiy  Ukmed  the  most  leading  roads ;  and  we  the  human  body,  when  all  these  constituents 

MH  obssrre  the  same*  conduct  in  our  inquiry  are  united  together  before  the  sensory,  further 

«!»  die  canae  of  beauty.  favours  this  opinicm,  we  may  venture,  I  be- 
lieve, to  conclude,  that  the  passion  called  love 

^^■^■^  is  produced  by  this  relaxation.    By  the  same 

method  of  reasoning  which  we  have  used  in 

SECTION   XIX.  the  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  sublime,  we 

may  likewise  conclude,  that  ai  a  beautiful 

THX  FBTSICAL  CAUSE  OF  LOTS.  object  presented  to  the  sense,  by  causing  a 

relaxation  of  the  body,  produces  the  passion 

tVjmr  we  have  beibre  us  such  objects  as  of  love  in  the  mind ;  so  if  by  any  means  the 

tmm  bve  and  complacency ;  the  body  is  af>  passion  should  first  have  its  origin  in  the  mind, 

kMud,  80  &r  as  I  could  observe,  much  in  the  a  relaxation  of  the  outward  organs  will  as  cer- 

ilCswMf  manner:  the  head  reclines  something  tainly  ensue  in  a  degree  proportioned  to  the 

m  ens  tide ;  the  eye-lids  are  more  dosed  than  cause. 

the  eyes  roD  gently  with  an  indina-  " 


Jan  to dLe object;  the  mouth  is  a  little  opened, 

■d  tfM  heath  drawn  slowly,  with  now  and  SECTION  XX. 

thoB  a  km  «is|b;  the  whole  body  is  composed, 

aadthe  hiMfc  ftJl  idly  to  the  sides.    All  this  is  why  smoothicebs  is  beautiful. 

NBpamei  with  an  inward  sense  of  melting 

laacDor.    These  appearances  are  always        It  is  to  explain  the  true  cause  of  visual 


*o  the  degree  of  beauty  in  the  beauty,  that  I  call  in  the  assistance  of  the 

nfcjcicf,  and  of  gewibility  in  the  observer.   And  other  senses.    If  it  appears  that  smootkntm  is 

this  gradatko  (rooi  the  highest  pitch  of  beauty  a  principal  cause  of  pleasure  to  the  touch, 

-aal  sansibility,  even  to  the  lowest  of  medio-  taste,  smdl,  and  hearing,  it  will  be  easily  ad- 

crity  and  indiffii^nce,  and  their  correspondent  mitted  a  constituent  of  visual  beauty ;  espe* 

aflecis,  oog^  to  be  kept  in  view,  else  this  do-  cially  as  we  have  before  shewn,   that  this 

•criptioB  win  seean  exaggerated,  whidi  it  cer-  quality  is  found  almost  without  exception  in 

tamly  is  not.    Bui  6  em  this  description  it  is  all  bodies  that  are  by  general  consent  heU 

«t  impossible  noC  to  condude,  that  beauty  beautiful.    There  can  be  no  doubt  that  bodies 

by  relaxing  the  soUds  of  the  whole  system,  which  are  rough  and  angular,  rouse  and  velli- 

s  are  an  the  appearuices  of  such  a  relax-  cate  the  organs  of  feeling,  causing  %  sense  of 

;  and  a  rdaxati(Hi  Mnnewhat  below  the  pain,  which  consists  in  the  violent  tension  or 

■1  lone  seems  to  me  to  be  the  cause  of  jtU  contraction  of  the  muscular  fibres.     On  the 

Boaitive  pleasure.    Who  is  a  stranger  to  that  contrary,  the   application  of  smooth  bodies 

ner  of  expression  so  common  in  all  times  relaxes ;  gentle  stroking  with  a  smooth  hand 

aiallcountries,  of  being  soAened,  relaxed,  allays  violent  pains  and  cramps,  and  relaxes 

ated,  dissolved,  melted  away  by  pleasure?  the  suffering  parts  firom  their  unnatural  ten- 

iBivefial  Toice  of  mankind,  faithful  to  sion ;  and  it  has  therefore  very  often  no  mean 

ir  feetings,  ooncun  in  affinning  this  uniform  effect  in  removing  swellings  and  obstructions. 

MBeral  effect:  and  although  some  odd  and  The  sense  of  feeling  is  highly  gratified  with 

iriar  i«*^'w»o  may  perhaps   be   found,  smooth  bodies.    A  bed  smoothly  laid  and  soft, 

in  there  appears  a  oonsklerable  degree  that  is,  where  the  resistance  is  every  way 

af  positive  pleasure,  without  all  the  characters  inconsiderable,  is  a  great  luxury,  disposing 

af  niazattco,  we  must  not  therefore  reject  the  to  an  universal  relaxation,  and  inducing  be> 

fflP>#iifLr^  we  had  drawn  firom  a  concurrence  yond  any  thing  else,  that  species  of  it  called 

•f^yijeiperiiiisnts;  but  we  still  muat  retain  sleep. 
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SECTION  XXL  have  afiecUd  the  touch  when  they  are  fdfe4 

backward  and  forward  and  o^rer  one  another, 

iWESTinut,  m  ITATUAB.  you  will  easily  conceive  bow  eweetnen,  whidi 

oonnuBte  in  a  salt  cf  such  nature,  affi»ets  lbs 
Nor  is  it  only  in  the  toudi,  that  smoodi  taste;  for  a  single  globe,  (though  eomewbat 
3odie8  cause  positive  pleasure  by  relaxation,  pleasant  to  the  feeling,)  yet  by  the  regularity 
In  the  flnieU  and  taste,  we  find  all  things  agre»-  of  its  form,  and  the  somewhat  too  sudden  <!•» 
able  to  them,  and  which  are  commonly  caUed  viation  of  its  parts  fi'om  a  right  line,  is  nothing 
sweet,  to  be  of  a  smooth  nature,  and  that  they  near  so  pleasant  to  the  toudi  as  several  g Icbee, 
aH  evidently  tend  to  rdax  their  respective  sen-  where  the  hand  gently  rises  to  one  and  falk  to 
9ories.    Let  us  first  consider  the  taste.   Since  anotho* ;  and  this  pleasure  is  greatly  increased 
it  is  most  easy  to  inquire  into  the  property  of  if  the  globes  are  in  motion,  and  hiding  over 
liquids,  and  since  all  things  seem  to  want  a  one  another ;  for  this  soft  variety  prevents  that 
fluid  vehicle  to  make  them  tasted  at  all,  I  weariness,  which  the  uniform  disposition  of 
intend  rather  to  consider  tlie  liquid  than  the  the  several  globes  would  otherwise  produce, 
solid  parts  of  our  food.    The  vdiicles  of  all  Thus  in  sweet  liquors,  the  parts  of  the  fluid 
tastes  are  water  and  ciL  And  what  determines  vehicle,  though  most  probably  round,  are  yet 
the  taste  is  some  salt,  which  affects  variously  so  minute,  as  to  conceal  the  figure  of  their 
according  to  its  nature,  or  its  mannt;r  of  being  component  parts  from  the  nicest  tnquisitioo  of 
combined  with  other  things.    Water  and  oil,  the  microscope ;   and  consequently  being  so 
simply  considered,  are  capable  of  giving  some  excessively  minute,  they  have  a  sort  of  flat 
pleasure  to  the  taste.    Water,  when  simple,  simplicity  to  the  tarte,  resembling  the  efiecCa 
is  insipid,  inodorous,  odourless,  and  smooth ;  of  plain  smooth  bodies  to  the  touch ;  for  if  a 
it  is  found,  when  not  caid^  to  be  a  great  resolve  body  be  composed  of  round  parts  ezcessivelj 
of  spasms,  and  lubricator  of  the  fibres ;  this  smtdl,  and  packed  pretty  closely  together,  this 
power  it  probably  owes  to  its  smoothness.   For  surface  will  be  both  to  the  sight  and  toadi  as  if 
as   fluidi^  depends,  according  to  the  most  it  were  nearly  plain  and  smooth.    It  is  dear 
general  opinion,  on  the  roundness,  smoothness,  from  their  unveiling  their  figure  to  the  micra- 
and  weak  cohesion  of  the  component  parts  of  scope,  that  the  particles  of  sugar  are  consider- 
any  body ;  and  as  water  acts  merely  as  a  sim-  aUy  larger  than  those  of  water  or  oil,  and 
pie  fluid ;  it  follows,  that  the  cause  of  its  fluid-  consequently,  that   their  effects   fixtm   their 
ity  is  likewise  the  cause  of  its  relaxing  qual-  roundness  will  be  more  distinct  and  palpabU 
i^ ;   namely,  the   smoothness   and  slippery  to  the  nervous  papillae  of  that  nice  organ  tho 
texture  of  its  parts.   The  other  fluid  vehicle  of  tongue:   they  will  induce  that  sense  called 
jistes  is  oU.      This   too,  when  simple,  is  sweetness,  which  in  a  weak  manner  we  dia- 
insipid,  inodorous,  colourless,  and  smooth  to  cover  in  oil,  and  in  a  yet  weaker  in  water ;  fori 
the  touch  and  taste.     It  is  smoother  than  insipid  as  they  are,  virater  and  oil  are  in  somo 
water,  and  in  many  cases  yet  more  relaxing,  degree  sweet;   and  it  may  be  observed,  thai 
Oil  is  in  some  degree  pleasant  to  the  eye,  the  insipid  things  of  all  kinds  approach  more  nearly 
touch,  and  the  taste,  insipid  as  it  is.    Water  to  the  nature  cf  sweetness  than  to  that  of  ami 
is  not  so  grateful ;  vdiich  I  do  not  know  on  other  taste, 
what  principle  to  account  for,  other  than  that  _^__^ 
water  is  not^  sofl  and  smooth.   Suppose  diat 

to  diis  oil  or  water  were  added  a  certain  quan-  Qi7r*TTnic  vvtt 

tity  of  a  specific  salt,  which  had  a  poivr  of  ^^^  *  ^"^  -^*^"- 

putting  the  nervous  papiUse  of  the  tongue  into  *  

a  genUe  yibratory  motion ;  as  suppose  sugar  ■wkbthms  relaxiito.  , 
dinolved  in  it.    The  smoothness  of  the  oil, 

and  the  vibratory  power  of  the  salt,  cause  the  Iir  the  other  senses  we  have  remarked,  tha» 

sense  we  call  sweetness.    In  all  sweet  bodies,  smooth  things  are  relaxing.  Now  it  ought  to  ap^ 

sugar,  or  a  substance  very  little  different  fi'om  pear  that  sweet  things,  which  are  the  smooth  of 

sugar,  is  constantly  fomid ;  every  spedes  of  taste,  are  relaxing  too.    It  is  remarkable,  that 

salt,  examined  by  the  microscope,  has  its  own  in  some  languages  sofl  and  sweet  have  but  oaa 

distinct,  regular,  invariable  form.     That  of  name.    Dmus  in  French  signifies  soft  as  wefl 

nitre  is  a  pointed  oblong ;  that  <£  sea-salt  an  as  sweet.    The  Latin  Dulcu,  and  the  Italian 

exact  cube ;  that  of  sugar  a  perfect  globe.    If  ZMoe,  have  in  many  cases  the  same  doublo 

you  have  tried  how  smooth  ^obdar  bodies,  as  signification.   That  sweet  things  are  generally 

tho  marbles  with  wkich  boys  amuse  themselves,  relaxing,  is  evident;  because  all  sodi, 
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oafljr  those  which  are  most  oilyt  taken  fr»-  the  same  manner,  nothing  Tcry  suddenly  ta* 
qpMnUjTi  or  in  a  large  quantity,  very  much  ried,  can  be  beautiful ;  because  both  are  oppo* 
the  tone  of  the  stomach.     Sweet  site  to  that  agreeable  relaxation  which  is  the 
which  bear  a  great  afiinity  to  sweet  characteristic  effect  of  beauty.    It  is  thus  in 
rdaz  ?ery  remarkably.    The  smell  of  all  the  senses.    A  motion  in  a  right  line,  is 
disposes  people  to  drowsiness;  and  that  manner  of  moving  next  to  a  very  gentle 
itk  rriaiing  efliect  is  further  apparent  fixnti  the  descent,  in  which  we  meet  the  least  resisfe- 
prqudioe  which  people  of  wesic  nerves  receive  ance ;  yet  it  is  not  that  manner  dT  moving, 
frosa  Cfaeir  use.    It  were  worth  while  to  exa-  which,  next  to  a  descent,  wearies  us  the  least 
■iae,  whether  tastes  of  this  kind,  sweet  ones,  Rest  certainly  tends  to  relax :  yet  there  is  a 
tasiss  that  are  caused  by  smooth  oils  and  a  species  of  motion  which  rdaxes  more  than  rest ; 
idaxing  salt,  are  not  the  originally  pleasant  agentleosciUatorymotion,  a  rising  and  (ailing. 
tMlBS.     For  many,  which  use  has  rendered  Rocking  sets  chikben  to  sleep  better  than  ab* 
■di,  were  not  at  all  agreeaUe  at  first.    The  solute  rest ;  there  is  indeed  scarce  any  thing 
eay  to  examine  this  is,  to  try  ^at  nature  has  at  that  age,  which  gives  more  pleasure  thac  to 
vifinaJly  provided  for  us,  which  she  has  un-  be  gently  lifted  up  and  down ;  the  manner  of 
4nte8dly  made  originally  pleasant ;   and  to  playing  which  their  nurses  use  with  children, 
wmijm  diis  provision.    MWcy  is  the  first  sup-  an  j  the  weighing  and  swinging  used  afterwards 
port  of  oar  childhood.    The  component  parts  by  themselves  as  a  favourite  amusement,  erince 
tf  this  are  w^er,  oil,  and  a  sort  of  a  very  sweet  this  very  sufficiently.    Most  people  must  have 
mk,  called  the  sugar  of  milk.    All  these  when  observed  the  sort  of  sense  they  have  had  on 
bhaded  have  a  great  ttnocihuu  to  the  taste,  being  swiftly  drawn  in  an  easy  coach  on  a 
mi  a  rdaxii^  quality  to  the  skin.    The  next  smooth  turf,  with  gradual  ascents  and  declivi- 
iiag  dkiidren  covet  i»  fruity  and  of  fruits  those  ties.   This  will  give  a  better  idea  of  (he  beau- 
praopally  which  are  sweet ;  and  every  one  tifiil,  and  point  out  its  probable  cause  better, 
kasws  that  the  sweetness  of  fruit  is  caused  by  than  ahnost  any  thing  else.    On  the  contrary, 
a  sriicale  oil,  and. such  salt  as  that  mentioned  when  one  is  hurried  over  a  rough,  rocky,  bro- 
il dw  last  section.    Afterwards,  custom,  ha-  ken  road,  the  pain  felt  by  these  sudden  inequal- 
hit,  the  desire  of  novelty,  and  a  thousand  other  ities  shews  why  similar  sights,  feelings,  and 
finsf ,  oonlbund,  adulterate,  and  change  our  sounds,  are  so  contrary  to  beauty :  and  with 
pdiles,  so  thai  we  can  no  longer  reason  with  regard  to  the  feeling,  it  is  exactly  the  same  in 
aiy  aatis&ction  abo<A  them.    Before  we  quit,  its  ^ect,  or  very  nearly  the  same,  whether,  for 
thai  article,  we  must  observe,  that  as  smooth  instance,  I  move  my  hand  along  the  surface  of 
things  are,  as  sudi,  agreeable  to  the  taste,  and  a  body  of  a  certain  shape,  or  whether  such  a 
lie  fiMMid  of  a  relaxing  quality ;  so,  on  the  body  is  moved  along  my  hand.    But  to  bring 
olhsr  hand,  things  which  are  fixmd  by  expert-  this  analogy  of  the  senses  home  to  the  eye ;  if 
caes  to  be  of  a  strengthening  quali^,  and  fit  to  a  body  presented  to  that  sense  has  such  a  wav- 
bnos  the  fibres,  are  almost  universally  rou^  ing  sur&ce,  that  the  rays  of  light  reflected  from 
■ad  pOBgent  to  the  taste,  and  in  many  cases  it  are  in  a  continual  insensible  deviation  fivm 
Hi^li  even  to  the  touch.    We  often  apply  the  the  strongest  to  the  weakest,  (which  is  always 
of  sweetness,  metaphorically,  to  visual  the  case  in  a  sur&ce  gradually  unequal,)  it 
For  the  better  carrying  on  this  re-  must  be  exactly  similar  in  its  effects  on  the  eye 
anak>gy  of  the  senses,  we  may  here  and  touch ;  upon  the  one  of  which  it  operates 
thebmuitifulof  the  taste.  directly,  on  the  other  indirectly.     And  this 

body  will   be  beautiful   if  the   lines   which 

^^—  compose  its  stnfiice  are  not  continued,  even  so 

varied,  in  a  manner  that  may  weary  or  dissi« 

SECTION  XXm.  pate  the  attention.     The  variation  itself 

be  continually  varied. 

TABIATIOH,  WHT  BXAUTIFirL. 


[ATIOH 


principal  property  of  beautiftil 

w,  that  the  line  of  their  parts  is  conti-  SECTION  XXIV. 
varying  its  direction ;  but  it  varies  it  by 

a  vmj  iassBiiUe  deviation ;  it  never  varies  it  coircEBirnf o  bxai^lvess. 
so  qiueldy  as  to  surprise,  or  by  the  sharpness  of 

ks  an§b  to  came  any  twitching  or  convulsion  To  avoid  a  samimess  which  may  arise  fironi 

tfteoprk  nerve.  Nothing  h^  continued  in  the  t«x>  fieqneot  repetition  of  the  same  reason 
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ings,  and  of  illusiratioDS  of  the  same  nature,  I  greeable  image.  But  abouJd  a  man  be  fixiuA 
will  not  enter  very  minutely  into  eveiy  parti-  not  above  two  or  three  feet  high,  anpposing 
cular  that  regards  beauty,  as  it  is  founded  on  such  a  person  to  have  all  the  parts  of  his  body 
the  disposition  of  its  quantity,  or  its  quantity  of  a  delicacy  suitable  to  such  a  size,  and  otheiw 
itsel£  In  speaking  of  the  magnitude  of  bodies  wise  endued  with  the  common  qualities  of  other 
there  is  great  uncertainty,  because  the  ideas  of  beautiful  bodies,  I  am  pretQr  well  coovixioed 
great  and  small  are  terms  almost  entirely  rel»-  that  a  person  of  such  a  stature  might  be  consi* 
live  to  thi  species  of  the  objects,  Which  are  dered  as  beautiful ;  might  be  the  dbject  of  lore; 
infinite.  It  is  true,  that  having  once  fixed  the  might  give  us  very  pleasing  ideas  on  viewing 
species  ofanyobject,  and  the  dimensions  com-  him.  ,The  only  Uiing  which  could  possiblv 
mon  in  the  individuals  of  that  species,  we  may  interpose  to  check  our  pleasure  is,  that  auca 
observe  some  that  exceed,  anid  some  that  fall  creatures,  however  formed,  are  unusual,  and 
short  of,  the  ordinary  standard:  those  which  are  often  therefore  considered  as  something 
greatly  exceed,  are  by  that  excess,  provided  monstrous.  The  large  and  gigantic,  thongb 
the  species  itsdU'be  not  very  small,  rather  great  very  compatible  with  the  sublime,  k  contrary 
and  terrible  than  beautiful;  but  as  in  the  ani-  to  the  beautiful.  It  is  impossible  to  suppose  a 
mal  worU,  and  in  a  good  measure  in  the  vege-  giant  the  object  of  love.  When  we  let  our 
table  world  likewise,  the  qualities  that  oon^-  imagination  loose  in  romance,  the  ideas  vre 
tute  beauty  may  possibly  be  united  to  things  of  naturally  annex  to  that  size  are  thcee  of  tyran- 
greater  dimensions ;  when  they  are  so  united,  ny,  cruelty,  injustice,  and  every  thing  bonid 
Uiey  constitute  a  species  something  different  and  abominable.  We  paint  the  giant  ravaging 
both  from  the  sublime  and  beautiful,  wdiich  I  the  country,  plundering  the  innocent  travdler, 
have  before  called  >fiie ;  but  this  kind,  I  ima-  and  afterwards  gorg^  with  his  half-living 
gine,  has  not  such  a  power  on  the  passions,  fiesh:  such  are  Pol3rphemus,  Cacus,  and 
either  as  vast  bodies  have  which  are  endued  others,  who  make  so  great  a  figure  in  n>- 
with  the  correspondent  qualities  of  the  sub-  mances  and  heroic  poems.  The  event  we 
lime ;  or  as  the  qualities  of  beauty  have  when  attend  to  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  is  their 
united  in  a  small  object.  The  aflfection  pro-  defeat  and  death.  I  do  not  remember,  in  al 
duced  by  large  bodies  adorned  with  the  spoils  that  multitude  of  deaths  with  which  the  Siad 
of  beauty,  is  a  tension  continually  relieved;  isfilled,  that  the  fall  of  any  man,  remaikable  for 
which  approaches  to  the  nature  of  mediocrity,  his  great  stature  and  strength,  touches  us  with 
But  if  I  were  to  say  how  I  find  myself  affected  p&ty ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  the  author,  so 
upon  such  occasions,  I  shoukl  say,  that  the  well  read  in  human  nature,  ever  intended  it 
sublime  suffers  less  by  being  united  to  somejof  should.  It  is  Simoisius,  in  the  soft  bloom  of 
the  qualities  of  beauty,  than  beauty  does  by  be-  youth,  torn  fi^m  his  parents,  who  tremble  for  ft 
ing  joined  to  greatness  of  quantity,  or  any  courage  so  ill  suited  to  his  strength ;  it  is  ancH 
other  properties  of  the  sublime.  There  is  ther  hurried  by  war  firom  the  new  embraces  ol* 
something  so  overruling  in  whatever  inspires  his  bride,  young,  and  fair,  and  a  novice  to  the 
ui  with  awe,  in  all  things  which  belong  ever  so  field,  who  mdts  us  by  his  untimely  fate, 
remotely  to  terrour,  that  nothing  else  can  stand  Achilles,  in  spite  of  the  many  qualities  of 
in  their  presence.  There  lie  the  qualities  of  beauty,  which  Homer  has  bestowed  on  his 
beauty  either  dead  or  unoperative ;  or  at  most  outward  form,  and  the  many  great  virtues  with 
exerted  to  mollify  the  rigour  and  sternness  of  which  he  has  adorned  his  mind,  can  nevei 
the  terrour,  which  is  the  natural  concomitant  make  us  love  him.  It  may  be  olMerved,  thftt 
of  greatness.  Besides  the  extraordinary  great  Homer  has  given  the  Trojans,  whose  fate  Ub 
in  every  species,  the  opposite  to  this,  the  has  designed  to  excite  our  compassion,  inf>> 
dwarfish  and  diminutive  ought  to  be  coiuii-  nitely  more  of  the  amiable  socisj  virtues  than 
dered.  Littleness,  merely  as  such,  has  nothing  he  has  distributed  among  his  Grreeks.  With 
contrary  to  the  idea  of  beauty.  The  humming-  regard  to  the  Trojans,  the  passion  he  chooses 
bird,  both  in  shape  and  colouring,  yields  to  to  raise  is  pity ;  pity  is  a  passion  founded  on 
none  of  the  winged  species,  of  which  it  is  the  love ;  and  these  2e«Mr,  and  if  I  may  say  domes- 
least  ;  and  perhaps  his  beauty  is  enhanced  by  tic  virtues,  are  certainly  the  most  amiable, 
his  smalln^s.  But  there  are  animals,  which  But  he  has  made  the  Greeks  &r  their  sope* 
when  they  are  extremely  small  are  rarely  (if  riors  in  the  politic  and  military  virtues.  The 
ever)  beautiful.  There  is  a  dwarfish  size  of  councils  of  Priam  are  weak;  the  arms  of  Hec* 
men  and  women,  which  is  almost  constantly  tor  comparatively  feeble ;  his  courage  &r  bslow 
so  gross  and  massive  in  comparison  of  their  that  of  Achilles.  Yet  we  love  Priam  more  than 
height,  that  tliey  present  us  with  a  very  disa-  Agamemnon,  and  Hector  more  than  hii  ctm^ 
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qoeroi  AdiiOei.    Admiratioa  is  the  passion    sool  that  feeliog,  which  is  called  knre.    Their 
which  flomer  would  excite  in  favoor  of  the    causes  have  iniuie  the  subject  of  this  iborth 
Greeks  I  and  he  has  done  it  by  bestowing  on     part. 
tbem  the  virtues  which  have  but  little  to  do   ■ 

with  love.    This  tAmrt  digression  is  perhaps  the  eitd  or  tbe  fourth  fait 

Bot  whdlj  beside  our  purpose,  where  our  busi- 

■ess  is  to  shew,  that  objects  of  great  dimen-  — ^—^^^ 

tioos  are  incompatible  with  beauty,  the  more 

iaooapatible  as  they  are  greater;  whereas  the  PART  V.— SECTION  I. 

1,  if  ever  they  fail  of  beauty,  this  failure  is 


BoC  to  be  attributed  to  their  size.  of  wobdb. 

— -^  Natural  objects  affect  us,  by  the  laws  of 

that  connection  which  Providence  has  esta 

SECTION  XXV.  blished  between  certain  moticnn  and  configura- 
tions of  bodies,  and  certain  consequent  feelings 

OF  colour.  in  our  mind.    Painting  affects  in  the  same 

manner,  but  with  the  superadded  pleasure  of 
With  regard  to  colour,  thb  disquisition  is  imitation.    Architecture  affects  by  the  laws  of 
infinite ;  but  I  conceive  the  principles  nature,  and  the  law  of  reason ;  from  which  latter 
Mid  down  in  the  beginning  of  this  part  are  result  the  rules  of  proportion,  which  make  a 
isfficient  to  account  f<v  the  effects  of  diem  all,  work  to  be  praised  or  censured,  in  the  whole  or 
•t  wefl  as  lor  the  agreeable  effects  of  transpa-  in  some  part,  when  the  end  for  which  it  was 
rent  bodies,  whether  fluid  or  solid.    Suppose  designed  is  or  is  not  properly  answered.    But 
I  look  at  a  bottle  of  muddy  liquor,  of  a  blue  or  as  to  words ;  they  seem  to  me  to  affect  us  in  a 
red  colour:  the  blue  or  red  rays  cannot  pass  manner  very  different  from  that  in  which  wo 
deariy  to  the  eye,  but  are  suddenly  and  une-  are  affected  by  natural  objects,  or  by  painting 
qusBy  stopped  by  the   intervention  of  little  or  architecture ;  yet  words  have  as  considera- 
opaqjue   bodies,   which   without   preparation  ble  a  share  in  exciting  ideas  of  beauty  and  of 
change  the  idea,  and  change  it  too  uito  one  the  sublime  as  any  of  those,  and  sometimes  a 
din^eeable  in  its  own  nature,  conformable  to  much  greater  than  any  of  them ;  therefore  an 
die  principles  laid  down  in  sect.  24.   But  when  inquiry  into  the  manner  by  whidi  they  excite 
the  ray  passes  without  such  opposition  through  such  emotions,  is  far  from  being  unnecessary 
the  ^asB  or  liquor,  when  the  glass  or  liquor  are  in  a  discourse  of  this  kind. 
(fute  transparent,  the  light  is  sometimes  soft- 
ened in  the  passage,  which  makes  it  more  —^ 
a^eeahle  even  as  light ;  and  the  liquor  reflect- 
ing tO  the  rays  of  its  proper  colour  cuenfy,  it  SECTION  II. 
has  SQch  an  efllect  on  the  eye,  as  smooth  opaque 

bodies  baye  on  the  eye  and  touch.    So  that  the  the  common  effect  of  poetry,  not  bt 

pleasure  here  is  compounded  of  the  softness  of  raisiko  ideas  of  thiitos. 
the  transmitted  and  the  evenness  of  the  reflected 

h^A,    This  pleasure  may  be  heightened  by  The  common  notion  of  the  power  of  poetry 

tile  f^ifpmtm  principles  in  other  things,  if  the  and  eloquence,  as  well  as  that  of  words  inordi- 

of  the  glass  which  hcAda  the  transpa-  nary  conversation,  is,  that  they  affect  the  mind 

lk]Uor  be  so  judiciously  varied,  as  to  pre-  by  raising  in  it  ideas  of  those  things  for  which 

the  ocrfour  graduaUy  and  interchangeiU>ly,  ciktom  has  appointed  them  to  stand.    To  eza- 

and  strengthened  with  all  the  variety  mine  the  truth  of  this  notion,  it  may  be  requi- 

which  judgment  in  affairs  of  this  nature  shall  site  to  observe  that  words  may  be  divided  into 

wmn^.    On  a  review  of  all  that  has  been  said  three  sorts.    The  first  are  such  as  represent 

of^e  effects,  as  well  as  the  causes  of  both,  it  many  simple  ideas  unUed  by  nature  to  form 

wiD  appear,  that  the  sublime  and  beautiful  are  some  one  determinate  composition,  as  man, 

on  principles  very  different,  and  that  their  horse,  tree,  castle,  &c.    These  I  call  a^^re* 

are  as  different :  the  great  has  ter-  gate  worda.    The  second,  are  they  that  stand 

lor  its  basis ;  which,  when  it  is  modified,  fur  one  simple  idea  of  such  compositions,  and 

that  emotion  in  the  mind,  which  I  have  no  more ;  as  red,  blue,  round,  square,  and  the 

astonishment ;  the  beautUlul  is  founded  like.   These  I  call  tm^  abelract  words.    The 

positive  pleamire,  and  excites  in  the  third,  are  those,  which  are  fiinaed  by  anunioBf 
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■B  ivbitrary  union  of  both  the  othera,  uid  of  liso  to  them;  yet  the  eound,  without  any  an 
the  Tarious  relatione  between  them  in  greater  neied  motion,  cootinuei  to  operate  as  befcre 
or  lesser  degrees  of  complexity;  as  virtue,  ho- 
nour, persuasion,  magistrate,  and   the  like.  *^~-'— 
These  I  caU  oompowNd  oterod  words.  Words,  /                     * 
I  am  sensible,  are  capable  of  being  classed  into  SECTION  IIL 
more  curious  distinctions ;  but  these  seem  to  «.«••«,  »/«.»•  ««»a»»  ««^».. 

,          A               \.   r                                       J  OKITBBAL  WOBDB  BXTOBK  IDEAS. 

be  natural,  and  enough  for  our  purpose ;  and 

they  are  disposed  in  that  order  in  which  they  Jiln.  Locxx  has  aomewhere  observed,  with 

are  commonly  taught,  and  in  which  the  mind  his  usual  sagacity,  that  most  general  words* 

gets  the  ideas  thoy  are  substituted  for.    I  shall  those  belonging  to  virtue  and  vice,  good  and 

begin  with  the  third  sort  of  words  ;  compound  evil,  especially,  are  taught  before  the  particular 

ihstracts,  such  as  virtue,  honour,  persuasion,  modes  of  action  to  whicn  they  belong  are  pre* 

docility.    Of  these  I  am  convinced,  that  whatr  sented  to  the  mind ;  and  with  them,  the  love 

ever  power  they  may  have  on  the  passions,  of  the  one,  and  the  abhorrence  of  the  other  ; 

they  do  not  derive  it  from  any  representation  for  the  minds  of  children  are  so  ductile,  that  a 

raised  in  the  mind  of  the  things  for  which  they  nurse,  or  any  person  about  a  child,  by  seeming 

stand.    As  compositions,  they   are  not  real  pleased  or  displeased  with  any  tiling,  or  even 

essences,  and  hardly  cause,  I  think,  any  real  any  word,  may  give  the  disposition  of  the  child 

ideas.    Nobody,  I  believe,  immediately  on  a  similar  turn.    When  afterwards,  the  several 

bearing  the  sovdmIs,  virtue,  liber^,  or  hoiiour,  occurrences  in  life  come  to  be  applied  to  diese 

conceives  any  precise  notions  of  the  particular  words,  and  that  which  is  pleasant  often  appears 

modes  of  action  and  thinking,  together  with  the  unjler  the  name  of  evil ;  and  what  is  disagrae- 

mixt  and  simple  ideas,  and  the  several  relations  able  to  nature  is  called  good  and  virtuous ;  a 

of  them  for  which  these  words  are  substituted ;  strange  confusion  of  ideas  and  affections  arises 

ceither  has  he  any  general  idea,  compounded  in  the  minds  of  many;  and  an  appearance  of 

of  them ;  for  if  he  had,  then  some  of  those  no  small  contradiction  between  their  notions 

particular  ones,  though  indistinct  perhaps,  and  and  their  actions.    There  are  many  who  love 

confused,  might  come  soon  to  be  perceived,  virtue  and  who  detest  vice,  and  this  not  from 

But  this,  I  tidco  it,  is  hardly  ever  the  case,  hypocrisy  or  affectation,  who  notwithstanding 

For,  put  yourself  upon  analysing  one  of  these  yery  frequently  act  iU,  and  wickedly  in  partici»* 

fvordi,  and  you  must  reduce  it  from  one  set  of  ]ars  without  the  least  remorse ;  because  these 

general  words  to  another,  and  then  into  the  particular  occasions  never  came  into  view, 

simple  abstracts  and  aggregates,  in  a  much  when  the  passions  on  the  side  of  virtue  were  so 

kmger  series  than  may  be  at  first  imagined,  warmly  afiected  by  certain  words  heated  ori- 

before  any  real  idea  emerges  to  light,  before  ginally  by  the  breath  of  others ;  and  for  this 

vou  come  to  discover  any  thing  like  the  first  reason,  it  is  haiti  to  repeat  certain  sets  of  words, 

principles  of  such  compositions ;  and  when  you  though  owned  by  themselves  unoperative,  vrith- 

have  made  such  a  discovery  of  the  original  Q^t  being  in  some  degree  afiected,  especially 

ideas,  the  effect  of  the  composition  is  utteriy  if  ^  „,arm  and  aflbcting  tone  of  voice  aocompa. 

lost.    A  train  of  thinking  of  this  sort,  is  much  nies  them,  as  suppose, 

too  lonff  to  be  oursued  in  the  ordinary  ways  of  ,_,          ..                             .       . 

convwLion,  ^is  it  at  aU  necessi^  that  it  ^^-^  ^^"'^^  K«"«'°"»»  ^^^  ""^  ^"^ 

should.    Suc^  words  are  in  reality  but  mere  These  words,  by  having  ao  application,  ou^ 

sounds  ;  but  they  are  sounds  which  being  used  to  be  unoperative ;  but  when  words  commonly 

un  particular  occasions,  wherein  we  receive  sacred  to  great  occasions  are  used,  we  ar« 

some  good,  or  suffer  some  evil;  or  see  others  affected  by  them  eve]^  without  the  occasions, 

affected  with  good  or  evil ;  or  which  we  hear  When  words  which  have  been  generally  so 

applied  to  other  interesting  things  or  events ;  applied  are  put  together  without  any  rational 

4sA  bemg  applied  in  such  a  variety  of  cases,  view,  or  in  such  a  manner  that  they  do  not 

that  we  know  readily  by  habit  to  what  things  rightly  agree  with  each  other,  the  style  is  called 

they  belong,  they  fyoduce  in  the  mind,  when-  bombast.    And  it  requires  in  several  cases 

ever  they  are  afterwards  mentioned,  effects  much  good  sense  and  experience  to  be  guarded 

similar  to  those  of  their  occasions.  Thesounds  against  the  force  of  such  language  ;  for  when 

oeing  often  used  without  reference  to  any  propriety  is  neglected,  a  greater  number  of  thssa 

particular  occasion,  and  carrying  still  their  first  affecting  words  may  oe  taken  into  the  servicei 

tnpreasions,  they  at  last  utteriy  lose  their  con-    and  a  greater  varie^  may  be  indulged  in 

the  particuhtf  oocaaioos  that  gam  billing  tbeok 
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SECTION  IV.  particulars  to  generalsy  from  thingi  lo  woidf , 

in  sneh  a  manner  as  to  answer  tfie  |.«rpoaeaor 

Till:  xrFscT  OF  woBiw.  life ;  nor  is  it  necessary  that  we  should. 

• 

If  words  hare  all  their  possibfe  extent  of  -— ^ 
powv,  three  effects  arise  in  the  mind  of  the 

htm.    The&rst  is,  ihemmnd;  the  second,  SECTION  V. 

the  jMctere,  or  representation  of  the  thing  signi-  , 

6ad  bj  the  sound ;  the  third  is,  the  qlfeeHon  of  bxamplks  tbat  words  mat  ArPKCT 

ttM  soul  produced  by  one  or  by  both  of  the  fore-  wiTHOtrr  raxsuto  xmaobs. 
goiRg.     Compounded  ab$traet  words,  of  which 

we  have  b^n  speakings  (honour,  justice,  I  fivd  it  very  hard  to  persuade  several  that 
fibsrty,  and  the  like,)  produce  the  &8t  and  their  passions  are  affected  by  words  from 
die  last  of  these  effects,  but  not  the  second,  whence  they  have  no  ideas ;  and  yet  harder  to 
SuRpfiii  obifrodSi,  are  used  to  signify  some  one  convince  them,  that  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
•inple  idem  without  much  adverting  to  others  conversation  we  are  sufficiently  understood 
whidi  may  diance  to  attend  it,  as  Uue,  green,  without  raising  any  images  of  the  things  coo- 
hot,  cold,  and  the  like ;  these  are  capable  of  eeroing  which  we  speak.  It  seems  to  be  an 
illiirfing  all  three  of  the  purposes  of  words ;  as  odd  subject  of  dispute  with  any  man,  whether 
tks  mggrogdte  words,  man,  castle,  horse,  &c  he  has  ideas  in  his  mind  or  not  Of  this,  at 
m  IB  a  yet  higher  degree.  But  I  am  of  opi-  first  view,  every  man  in  his  own  forum,  oiig|it 
~^^,  that  the  most  general  effect  even  of  these  to  judge  without  appeal.  But,  strange  as  it 
\  does  not  arise  from  their  forming  pic-  may  appear,  we  are  often  at  a  loss  to  know 
of  the  several  things  they  would  repre-  what  ideas  we  have  of  things,  or  whether  wo 
in  the  imagination ;  because,  on  a  very  have  any  ideas  at  all  upon  some  subjects.  It 
diligent  examination  of  my  own  mbd,  and  get-  even  requires  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  be 
ting  others  to  consider  theirs,  I  do  not  find  that  thoi^ughly  satisfied  on  this  head.  Since  I  wrote 
osoe  in  twenty  timm  any  such  picture  is  formed,  these  papers,  I  fbimd  two  very  striking  in- 
•ad  when  it  is,  there  is  most  commonly  a  par-  stances  of  the  possibility  there  ii,  that  a  man 
tieidar  efibrt  of  the  imagination  for  that  purpose,  may  hear  words  without  having  any  idea  of  tiie 
Bat  the  aggregate  words  operate,  as  I  said  of  things  which  they  represent,  and  yet  afterwards 
fha  eompound-abstracts,  not  by  presenting  any  be  capable  of  returning  them  to  others,  com- 
inafs  to  the  mind,  but  by  having  firom  use  bined  in  a  new  way,  and  with  great  propriety, 
dte  same  effect  on  being  mentioned,  that  their  energy,  and  instruction.  The  first  instance  is 
original  has  when  it  is  seen.  Suppose  we  that  of  Mr.  Blackiock,  a  poet  blind  from  his 
were  to  read  a  passage  to  this  effect:  **  The  birth.  Few  men  Messed  with  the  most  perfect 
river  Danube  rises  in  a  moist  and  mountainous  sight  can  describe  visual  objects  with  more 
nfl  in  the  heart  of  Germany,  where  winding  spirit  and  justness  than  this  blind  man ;  which 
to  and  fro,  it  waters  several  principalities,  cannot  possibly  be  attributed  to  his  having  a 
oiCfl,  turning  into  Austria,  and  leaving  the  clearer  conception  of  the  things  he  describes 
waDs  of  Yiernia,  it  passa  into  Hungary;  there  than  is  common  to  other  permxis.  Mr.  Spence, 
widi  a  vast  flood,  augmented  by  the  Saave  and  in  an  elegant  preface  which  he  has  written  to 
tha  Drave,  it  quits  Christendom,  and  rolling  the  worics  of  this  poet,  reasons  very  ingeni* 
tfvoo^  the  barbarous  countries  vriiich  border  ously,  and,  I  imagine,  for  the  most  part,  very 
CB  Tartaiy,  it  enters  by  many  mouths  in  the  rightly,  upon  the  cause  of  this  extraordinary 
Black  sea.^'  In  this  description,  many  things  phenomenon;  but  I  cannot  altogether  agree 
are  mentioned,  as  mountains,  rivers,  cities,  with  him,  tlmt  some  improprieties  in  langiMge 
ttw  sea,  he.  But  let  any  body  examine  him-  and  thought,  which  occur  in  these  poems,  have 
mK^  and  see  whether  he  has  had  impressed  on  arisen  from  the  blind  poet's  imperfect  concep- 
his  imagination  any  pictures  of  a  river,  moun-  tion  of  visual  objects,  since  such  impropriettes, 
tUB,  watery  toU,  Germany,  &c.  Indeed,  it  is  and  much  greater,  may  be  found  in  writers  even 
inpMsible,  in  the  rapidly  and  quidc  succes-  of  an  higher  class  than  Mr.  Blackiock,  and  vdio 
rioB  of  words  in  conversation,  to  have  ideas  notwithstanding  possessed  the  faculty  of  seeing 
both  of  the  sound  of  the  word,  and  of  the  ftiing  in  its  fiiU  perfection.  Here  b  a  poef  doubtleai 
fspresented ;  bendes,  some  words,  expressing  as  much  affected  by  his  own  descriptions,  as 
fsal  essences,  are  so  mixed  with  others  of  a  any  that  reads  tiiem  can  be ;  and  yet  he  is  a^ 
general  and  nominal  import,  that  it  is  imprao-  fected  with  this  strong  enthusiasm  by  things  of 
CkaUe  to  jump  from  sense  to  thoocht.  from  which  ha  neither  has,  nor  can  poasibiT  havt 
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any  idea  further  than  that  ofa  bare  sound :  and  and  surely  tlie  man  who  says  next  ntmmer^  hai 

why  may  not  those  who  read  his  works  be  a&  no  images  of  such  a  succession,  and  sudi  aa 

.  fected  in  the  same  manner  that  he  was ;  with  exclusion.  In  short  it  is  not  only  of  those  ideas 

as  little  of  any  real  ideas  of  the  things  de-  which  are  commonly  called  alratract,  and  of 

scribed?  The  second  instance  is  of  Mr.  Saun-  which  no  image  at  all  can  be  formed,  but  even 

derson,  professor  ofmathematics  in  the  univer-  of  particular  real  beings,  that  we  cooTone 

sity  of  Cambridge.    This,  learned  man  had  without  having  any  idea  of  them  excited  in  the 

acquired  great  knowledge  in  natural  philos^  imagination;  as  will  certainly  appear  oo  a 

phy,  in  astronomy,  and  whatever  sciences  de-  diligent  examination  of  our  own  minds.  Indeed, 

pend  upon  mathematical  skill.    What  was  the  so  little  does  poetry  depend  for  its  efiect  on  the 

most  extraordinary  and  the  most  to  my  pur-  power  of  raising  sensible  images,  that  I  am 

pose,  he  gave  excellent  lectures  upon  li^t  and  convinced  it  would  lose  a  very  considerable 

cdours  ;  and  this  man  taught  others  the  theory  part  of  its  energy  if  this  were  the  necessary 

of  those  ideas  which  they  had,  and  which  he  result  d  all  description.    Because  that  union 

himself  undoubtedly  had  not.   But  it  is  proba-  of  affecting  words,  which  is  the  most  powerful 

ble  that  the  words  red,  blue,  green,  answered  of  all  poetical  instruments,  would  frequently 

to  him  as  well  as  the  ideas  of  the  cdours  them-  lose  its  force  along  with  its  propriety  and  cocv 

selves ;  for  the  ideas  of  greater  or  leraer  de-  sistency,  if  the  sensible  images  were  always 

grees  of  refrangibility  being  applied  to  these  excited.    There  is  not  perhaps  in  the  yvhxAe 

jrords,  and  the  blind  man  b«ing  instructed  in  Eneid  a  more  grand  and  laboured  passage  than 

what  other  respects  they  were  found  to  agree  the  description  of  Vulcan's  cavern  in  Etna, 

or  to  disagree,  it  was  as  easy  for  him  to  reason  and  the  works  that  are  there  carried  on.  Virgil 

upon  the  words,  as  if  he  had  been  fully  master  dwells  particularly  on  the  formation  of  the  thus- 

of  the  ideas.    Indeed  it  must  be  owned  he  der,  which  he  describes  unfinished  under  the 

could  make  no  new  discoveries  in  the  way  of  hammers  of  the  Cyclops.    But  what  are  the 

experiment    He  did  nothing  but  what  wo  do  principles  of  this  extraordinary  composition  ? 
•svery  day  in  common  discourse.     Mfhen  I 

wrote  this  last  sentence,  and  used  the  words  TlS?,'"°*^"^  toni  radios,  tres  nubis  aquosn 

J  J  J.  T  u  J  Addideranl :  rutlh  tres  Ignis  el  alitia  austri : 

Mvery  day  and  cwnmon  ducoune,  1  had  no  Fulgore8nuncierrlflcoa,8onitumque,metumque 

images  m  my  mmd  of  any  succession  of  time ;  Miscebaot  operi,  flammUque  sequacibus  iras. 
nor  of  men  in  c<Miference  with  each  other ;  nor 

do  I  imagine  that  the  reader  will  have  any  such  This  seems  to  me  admirably  sublime ;  yet  if 

ideas  on  reading  it.    Neither  when  I  spoke  of  we  attend  coolly  to  the  kind  of  sensible  images 

red,  or  blue  and  green,  as  well  as  refrangibility,  which  a  c(nnbination  of  ideas  of  this  sort  must 

had  I  these  several  colours,  ix  the  rays  of  light  form,  the  chimeras  of  madmen  cannot  appeal 

passing  into  a  different  medium,  and  there  di-  more  wild  and  absurd  than  such  a  picture, 

verted  from  their  course,  painted  before  me  in  "Three  nxye  of  twisted  showersy  three  of  xoater^ 

the  way  of  images.    I  knowveiy  well  that  the  douda^  three  of  fire^  and  three  of  the  winged 

mind  possesses  a  faculty  of  raising  such  images  muthvoind;  then  mixed  they  in  the  toork  terri/U 

at  pleasure ;  but  then  an  act  of  the  will  is  neces-  lightning$y  and  sound  and  fear^  and  angers  with 

sary  to  this ;  and  in  ordinary  conversation  or  jmmUng  Jlamee."    This  strange  composition 

reading  it  is  very  rarely  that  any  image  at  all  is  formed  into  a  gross  body ;  it  is  hammered 

is  excited  in  the  mind.    If  I  say  "I  shall  go  to  by  the  Cyclops,  it  is  in  part  polished,  aad 

I|aly  next  summer,"   I  am  well  understood,  partly  continues  rough.   The  truth  is,  if  poetry 

Yet  I  believe  nobody  has  by  this  painted  in  his  gives  us  a  noble  assemblage  of  words  corre- 

imagination  the  exact  figure  of  the  speaker  spending  to  many  noble  ideu,  which  are  con> 

passing  by  land  or  by  water,  or  both ;  some-  nectod  by  circumstances  of  time  or  place,  oi 

times  on  horseback,  sometimes  in  a  carriage;  related  to  each  other  as  cause  and  effect,  or 

with  all  the  particulars  of  the  journey.    Still  associate  in  any  natural  way,  they  may  bs 

less  has  he  any  idea  of  Italy  the  country  to  moulded  together  in  any  form,  and  perfe^j 

which  I  proposed  to  go ;  or  of  the  greenness  of  answer  their  end.    The  picturesque  conne» 

the  fields,  the  ripening  of  the  fruits,  and  the  tion  is  not  demanded ;  because  no  real  pio> 

warmth  dfthe  air,  with  the  change  to  this  from  ture  is  formed ;  nor  is  the  effect  of  the  de 

a  different  season,  which  are  the  ideas  for  scription  at  all  the  less  up<»i  this  account 

which  the  word  summer  is  substituted;  but  What  is  said  cS  Helen  by  Priar  and  the  ok 

least  of  all  has  he  any  image  ^rom  the  word  men  of  his  council,  is  general!     thought  tr 

migt;  for  this  word  stands  for  the  idea  of  many  give  us  the  highest  pcssible  idi*    J*  that  fata 

sammera,  with  the  exclusion  of  all  but  one :  beautv. 


AND  BEAUTIFUL. 


oi 


Ov  vtfuiHf  Tpuas  Kat  tvKvnfttSas  Axo'ovft 
Tmii  3'  aiifi  yvvaiKi  tcoXvv  xfiuvw  aXyta  vat-' 

Xuv. 
Aivms  a*  a^avarotct  &ctjs  tis  vta  coiircv. 

Tbey  cry^d,  no  wonder  such  celeatial  charma 
For  nine  long  years  have  set  the  world  in  arma ; 
What  winning  graces !  what  majestic  mien  ! 
She  raoTes  a  goddess,  and  she  loolu  a  queen. 

Pops. 

Here  ii  not  one  word  said  of  the  particulars  of 

her  beauty;  nothing  which  can  in  the  least 

htip  OS  to  any  precise  idea  of  her  person;  but 

yet  we  are  much  more  touched  by  Uiis  manner 

of  mentioning  her  than  by  those  long  and 

hboareddeecripti(Mi8  of  Helen,  whether  banded 

down  by  tradition,  or  formed  by  fancy,  which 

are  to  be  met  with  in  some  authors.  I  am  sure 

it  ailecti  me  much  more  than  the  minute  de- 

eoription  which  Spenser  has  given  of  Belphebe ; 

tataof^  I  own  that  there  are  parts  in  that 

deacripdon,  as  there  are  in  all  the  descriptions 

a€  that  excellent  writer,  extremely  fine  and 

poedcal.    The  terrible  picture  which  Lucre- 

Cios  has  drawn  of  religion,  in  order  to  display 

tbe  magnanimity  of  his  philosophical  hero  in 

opposing  her,  is  thought  to  be  designed  with 

^eat  bddness  and  spirit : 

Hmnana  ante  oculos  foede  cum  vita  jacpret, 
In  tenia,  oppressa  gravi  sub  reli^one, 

Soas  caput  e  cceli  regionibus  osiendebat 
orribili  super  aspectu  Diorialibus  instana ; 
Primus  Oraiufl  homo  mortales  tollere  contra 
Esc  oculos  ausus. 

Wb&t  idea  do  you  derive  from  so  excellent  a 
pieture  ?  none  at  all,  most  certainly ;  neither 
baa  die  poet  said  a  single  word  which  might  in 
ihm  least  serve  to  roaric  a  single  limb  or  feature 
oftbe  phaittom,  which  he  intended  to  represent 
in  all  the  horrours  imagination  can  conceive. 
In  reality  poetry  and  rhetoric  do  not  succeed  in 

description  so  well  as  painting  does; 

nainess  is,  to  affect  rather  by  sympathy 
than  imitation ;  to  display  rather  the,  effect 
of  dungs  on  the  mind  of  the  speaker,  or  of 
others,  than  to  present  a  clear  idea  of  the 
things  themselves.  This  is  their  most  exten- 
sive province,  and  that  in  which  they  succeed 
the  best. 


lingua.  There  it  is  strictly  imitation ;  and  aO 
merely  dramatic  poetry  is  of  this  sort.  But 
detenjotitw  poetry  operates  chiefly  by  tubttitMh 
tion ;  by  means  of  sounds,  which  by  custom 
have  tho  effect  of  realities.  Nothing '  is  aa 
imitation  further  than  as  it  resembles  some 
other  thing ;  and  words  undoubtedly  have  no 
sort  of  resemblance  to  the  ideas  for  which  they 
stand. 


SECTION  VI. 

POKTBT  VOT  BTRICTLT  AIT  lUITATIVK  ART. 

HxffCE  we  may  observe  that  poetry,  taken 
m  its  most  general  sense,  cannot  with  strict 
propriety  be  called  an  art  of  imitation.  It  is 
indeed  an  imitation  so  &r  as  it  describes  the 
nanners  and  passions  of  men  which  their  words 
tan  expreas ;  where  ommt  motut  fffert  inUrpnte 


SECTION  VII. 

HOW  WORDS  INFLtTEirCE  THE  PASSIOICt. 

Now,  as  words  affect,  not  by  any  original 
power,  but  by  representation,  it  might  be  sup- 
posed, that  their  influence  over  the  passions 
shoukl  be  but  light ;  yet  it  is  quite  otlierwise ; 
for  we  find  by  experience,  that  eloquence  and 
poetry  are  as  capable,  nay  indeed  much  more 
capable,  of  making  deep  aind  lively  impressiooa 
than  any  other  arts,  and  even  than  nature  itself 
in  very  many  cases.  And  this  arises  chiefly 
fi'om  these  thj-ce  causes.  First,  that  we  take 
an  extraordinary  part  in  the  passions  of  others, 
and  that  we  ore  easily  affected  and  brought  into 
sympathy  by  any  tokens  which  arc  shewn  of 
them ;  and  there  are  no  tokens  which  can  ex- 
press all  the  circumstances  of  most  passions  so 
fully  as  words ;  so  that  if  a  person  speaks  upon 
any  subject,  he  can  not  only  convey  the  subject 
to  you,  but  likewise  the  manner  in  which  he 
is  himself  affected  by  it.  Certain  it  is,  that 
the  influence  of  most  things  on  our  passions  is 
not  so  much  from  the  things  themselves,  aa 
from  our  opinions  concerning  them ;  and  these- 
again  depend  very  much  on  the  opinions  ol 
other  men,  conveyable  for  tho  most  part  by 
words  only.  Secondly,  there  are  many  things 
of  a  very  affecting  nature,  which  can  seldom 
occur  in  the  reality,  but  the  words  which  repre- 
sent them  often  do ;  and  thus  they  have  an 
opportunity  of  making  a  deep  impression  and 
taking  root  in  the  mind,  whilst  the  idea  of  the 
reality  was  transient;  and  to  some  perhapa 
never  really  occurred  in  any  shape,  to  whom 
it  is  notwithstanding  very  affecting,  as  vrar, 
death,  famine,  &c.  Besides  many  ideas  have 
never  been  at  all  presented  to  the  senses  of 
any  men  but  by  words,  as  God,  angels,  devils, 
heaven,  and  hell,  all  of  which  have  however  a 
great  influence  over  tlie  passions.  Thirdly,  by 
words  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  make  sudi 
ctm^nationM  as  we  cannot  possibly  do  other* 
wise.  By  this  power  of  combining  we  are 
able,  by  the  addition  of  well  chosen  circum- 
stances, to  give  a  new  life  and  force  to  the  aim* 
pie  object.    In  painting  we  may  represent  anv 
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Gna  figure  we  please;  but  we  nerercan  give  it  words,  wfaioh  being  peculiaily  deToied  to 

thoee  enlivening  touches  which  it  may  receive  stooate  subjects,  and  always  used  by  t 

from  words.    To  represent  an  angel  in  apio-  who  are  under  the  influence  of  any  pM 

tore,  jrou  can  only  ditiw  a  beautiful  young  man  touch  and  move  us  more  than  those  wtiic 

winged :  but  what  painting  can  furnish  out  any  more  dearly  and  distinctly  express  the  an 

thing  so  grand  as  the  addition  of  one  wwd, "  the  matter.  We  yield  to  sympathy  what  wo  n 

■Bgel  of  the  Lord?**  It  is  true,  I  have  here  to  description.  The  truth  is,  dl  verbal  dei 

QO  clear  idea ;  but  these  words  affect  the  mind  tion,  merely  as  naked  description,  thougli  i 

more  than  the  sensible  image  did ;  which  is  all  so  exact,  conveys  so  poor  and  insuffieie 

I  contend  for.    A  picture  of  Priam  dragged  to  idea  of  the  thing  described,  that   it  < 

the  altar's  foot,  and  there  murdered,  if  it  were  scarcely  have  the  smallest  efiect,  if  the  spi 

well   executed,  would   undoubtedly  be  very  did  noC  call  in  to  his  aid  those  modes  dtw^ 

moving ;  but  there  are  very  aggravating  cir-  that  mark  a  atroog  and  lively  feeling  in 

cumstances,  which  it  could  never  represent :  self.    Then,  by  tlw  contagion  of  our  paai 

Sanguine  fcBdantemTtiesiFpsesocrarera/lgnes.  ^«  catch  a  Are  ah-eady  kindled  in  aao 

.       .    .      .    ^         ,  •!    ..       !•  which  probably  mi^t  never  have  been « 

iUafurtherinstance,letiwcoosiderth^  out  by  Uie  object  d^cribed.  Words,hyiti 

ofMiUon,  where  he  desmbes  the  trave^  1    conveying  the  passions,  by  those  n 

(alien  angels  through  their  dismal  habitation  ^^  ^^"j^ve  alrUdy  mentioned.  My 

J— — 0»er  many  a  dark  and  drcarv  vale  pensate  for  their  weakness  in  other  reac 

They  pass'd,  and  many  a  region  dolorous ;  y.  _„.  .     ,,Ke«-«oJ    «k.»  .,««,  »^:  J^ 

O'er  many  a  frozen,  mlny  a%ery  Alp ;      '  "  "»7  be  observed,  that  very  poluW 

Rocks,  caves,    lakes,  fens,  bogs,  dens,  and  guages,  and  such  as  are  praised  for  thevi 

shades  of  death,  riour  clearness  and  perspicuity,  are  gem 

A  universe  of  death. deficient  in  strength.    The  French  hng 

Here  is  displayed  the  force  of  union  in  luts  that  perfection  and  that  defect.    Wb 

Ilock8,cave8,lakes,dens,  bogs,  fenB,and  shades;  ^^  <*>®°^  tongues   and  in  general  tbo 

•  guogea  of  most  unpolished  people,  have  a  | 

which  yet  would  k>se  the  greatest  part  of  their  force  and  energy  of  expression ;  and  tbM  i 

effect,  if  they  were  not  the  natural    UnculUvated  people  are  bat  oidi 

Rocks,  caves,  lakes,  dens,  bogs,  fens,  and  observers  of  things,  and  not  critical  indi 

."  orKotA.  guishing  them ;  but,  for  that  reason,  they  ad 

more,  and  are  more  affected  with  what  the} 

This  idea  or  this  afl^ction  caused  bgr  a  word,  and  therefore  express  themselves  in  a  wa 

which  nothing  but  a  word  could  annez  to  the  and  nKNre  passionate  manner.    If  the  aflb 

othera,  raises  a  very  great  degree  of  the  sub-  be  well  conveyed,  it  wUl  work  its  effect  wr 

lime ;  and  this  sublime  is  raised  yet  higher  by  any  clear  idea ;  often  without  any  idea  at  i 

vHiat  follows,  a  "  untmrse  of  Death,*'    Ken  the  thing  which  has  originally  given  rise  t 
are  again  two  ideas  not  presentable  but  by  lai^        It  might  be  expected  firom  the  fertility  o 

goage ;  and  an  union  of  them  great  and  ama-  subject,  that  I  should  consider  poetry  i 

ling  beyond  conception ;  if  they  may  property  regards  the  sublime  and  beauttful,  moi 

be  called  ideas  which  present  no  distinct  image  large;   but  it  must  be  observed  that  in 

to  the  mind: — but  still  it  will  be  difficult  to  light  it  has  been  often  and  well  handled  ab^ 

conceive  how  words  can  move  the  passions  It  was  not  my  design  to  enter  into  the  criti 

which  beloi^  to  real  objects,  without  represent-  of  the  sublime  and  beautiful  in  any  art,  b 

tog  these  objects  clearly.    This  is  difficult  to  attempt  to  lay  down  such  principles  as 

us,  because  we  do  not  sufficiently  distinguish,  tend  to  ascertain,  to  distinguish,  and  to  fe 

in  our  observations  upon  language,  between  a  sort  of  standard  for  them ;  which  purpoi 

dear  expression,   and  a   strong   expression,  thought  might  be  best  effected  by  an  inc 

These  are  frequently  confounded  vrith  eadi  into  the  properties  of  such  things  in  natur 

other,  though  they  are  in  reali^  extremdy  dif-  raise  love  and  astonishment  in  us ;   an 

fSsrent    The  former  regards  the  understanding ;  shewing  in  what  manner  they  operated  to 

Che  latter  belongs  to  the  passions.    The  one  duce  these  passions.    Words  were  oa\j  a 

describes  a  thing  as  it  is;  the  latter  describes  to  be  considered,  as  to  shew  upon  what  pr 

it  as  it  is  fdt.    Now,  as  there  is  a  moving  .  pie  they  vrere  ci4>able  uf  being  the  repnm 

looe  of  voice,  an  impassioned  countenance,  an  tives  of  these  natural  things,  and  bj  y 

agitated  gesture,  vihich  aflect  independently  of  powers  they  were  able  to  affect  us  oft« 

the  things  about  which  they  are  exerted,  so  strongly  as  the   things  they  represent, 

Ihera  ara  words,  and  onrtain  dispositions  of  somcumes  much  more  strongly. 


A  SHORT  ACCOUNT 

OP  A  LATE  SHORT  ADMINISTRATION. 

1766. 


Hb  kte  adnuDistntioD  came  into  employi-  posed  and  enoooraged  public  moetinn  and  Int 
Mat,  mder  the  mediation  of  the  Duke  of  consultations  ofmerchantsfirom  all  parts  of  the 
CuMberiandyOothetenthdayofJuly  1765;and  kingdom;   by  which  means  the  traest  lights 
*u  removed,  upon  a  plan  settled  by  the  Earl  have  been  received;  great  benefits  have  been 
of  Chatham,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  July  1766,  ahready  derived  to  manufactures  and  con- 
kring  lasted  just  one  year  and  twenty  days.  merce ;  and  the  most  extensive  prospects  ai% 
h  that  space  of  time  opened  Tor  further  improvement 
The  distractions  of  the  British  empire  were        Under  them,  the  interests  of  our  northteni 
eonpoaed,  by  the  repeal  of  the  American  stamp  and  southern  colonies,  before  that  time  jarring 
*(;  and  dissonant,  were  understood,   compared, 
But  die  constituti<nial  superiority  of  Grreat  adjusted,  and  perfectly  reconciled.    The  pas- 
Britain  was  preserved,  by  the  act  far  tecuring  Bvma  and  animosities  of  the  colcmies,  by  judi- 
^dtpenienceofthe  colonies.  cious  and  lenient  measures,  were  allayed  and 
Prinats  houses  were  relieved  from  the  juris-  composed,  and  the  foundation  laid  for  a  l«iitmg 
(SotioQ  ofthe  excise,  by  <AergieaZof  (Atf  ^flkr-  agreement  among  them. 
kw.  Whilst  that  administration  provided  for  the 
The  personal  liberty  of  the  subject  was  con-  liberty  and  commerce  of  their  country,  as  the 
kiued,hflhere$ohUion  against  general  warrants,  true  basis  of  its  power,  they  consulted  its  inte- 
Tbe  lawful  secrets  of  business  and  friend-  rests,  they  asserted  its  honour  abroad,  with 
ifeip  were  r«idered  inviolaUe,  by  the  resolution  temper  and  with   firmness ;   by  making  an 
kr  eemdemmng  the  seixure  of  papers.  advantageous  treaty  of  commerce  with  Russia ; 
The  trade  of  America  was  set  firee  firom  by  obtaining  a  liquidation  of  the  Canada  bills, 
is^idkioaa  and  ruinous  impositions— its  reve-  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  proprietors ;  by  revi- 
■»  was  inqmyved,  and  settled  upon  a  rational  ving  and  raising  fraok  its  ashes  the  negotiation 
fcrmdatioiH-ita  commerce  extended  with  fo-  for  the  Manilla  rans(»n,  which  had  been  extin- 
rngn  countries ;  while  all  the  advantages  were  guished  and  abandoned  by  their  predecessors. 
Mwed  to  Great  Britain,  by  the  ad  for  rqtealF-        They  treated  their  sovereign  with  decent^ ; 
isg  certain  duties,  and  encouraging^  regulating^  with  reverence.    They  discountenanced,  and, 
sad  stewing  the  trade  of  this  kingdom,  and  <As  it  is  hoped,  fi)r  ever  slwliBhed,  the  dangerous 
Britiak  dominions  in  America.  and  unoonstitntional  practice  of  removing  mili- 
Materials  were  provided  and  insured  to  our  tary  officers  for  their  votes  in  pariiament.  They 
BHaofiKturea-— the  sale  of  these  manufactures  firmly  adhered  to  those  frirads  of  liber^,  who 
was  increased^>the  African  trade  preserved  had  run  all  hazards  in  its  cause,  and  provided 
tnd  extended— the  principles  of  the  act  of  for  them  in  preference  to  every  other  cUim. 
■Bvigatioa  pursued,  and  the  plan  improved^        WiththeEarl  of  Bute  they  had  no  pwsonal 
tnd  the  trade  lor  bullion  rendered  firee,  secure,  connection ;    no  correspondence  of  councils, 
and  permanent,  by  the  act  for  opening  certain  They  neither  courted  him  nor  persecuted  him. 
psrti  m  Doimmea  and  Jamaica.  They  practised  no  corruption;  nor  were  they 
That  administiatioo  was  the  first  which  pro>  area  mspected  of  it    They  told  no  odioet 
Vou  L-7 
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They  obtained  no  rererriciis  or  pensiooi,  either 
coming  in  or  going  out,  for  themaelvefli  their 
families,  or  their  dependent!. 

In  the  prosecotion  of  their  measures  they 
were  traTersed  by  an  <^mositioo  of  a  new  and 
singular  character;  an  qjpositioQ  of  plac^ 
men  and  pensicneri.  They  were  supported 
by  the  confidence  of  the  nation.  And  having 
hield  their  offices  under  many  difficulties  and 
discouragemeDti,  they  left  them  at  the  express 
oonunand,  as  they  had  accepted  them  at  the 
earnest  request,  erf*  their  royal  master. 

These  are  plain  fiicts;  of  a  dear  and  public 
i;  neither  extended  by  elaborate 


ing,  nor  heightened  by  the  colouring  of  elo- 
quence. They  are  the  senrices  of  a  single  year. 
The  removal  of  that  adminiatralion  from 
power,  is  not  to  them  premature;  since  they 
were  in  office  long  enough  to  accompli^  many 
plans  of  public  utili^ ;  and,  by  their  perse- 
verance and  resolution,  rendered  the  way 
smooth  and  easy  to  their  successors ;  having 
left  their  king  and  their  country  in  a  mnch 
better  condition  than  they  found  them.  By 
the  temper  they  manifest,  they  seem  to  have 
now  DO  other  wish,  than  that  their  successors 
may  do  the  public  as  real  and  as  iaitblul  wmt* 
vice  as  they  have  done. 


OBSERVATIONS 

ON  A  LATE  PUBLICATION,  INTITULED, "  THE  PRESENT 

STATE  OF  THE  NATION." 


*'  O  Tite,  si  quid  ego  adjurero  curamve  levaaso, 
Q,uaB  nunc  te  coouit,  et  renat  sub  pectorc  flxa, 
Ecquid  erit  pretii  .">  Eicf.  ap.  Cio. 

1769. 


Pabtt  divisions,  whether  on  the  whole  op»-  of  politics,  a  continuEi  fire  has  been  cepk 
miag  for  good  or  evil,  are  things  inseparable  upon  them ;  sometimes  firom  the  unwieldly 
Ion  five  government.  This  is  a  truth  which,  column  of  quartos  and  octavos ;  sometimet 
I  bdieve,  admits  little  dispute,  having  been  firom  the  light  squadrons  of  occasional  pam- 
estaUishnl  by  the  uniform  experience  of  ail  phlets  and  flying  sheets.  Every  month  has 
ages.  The  part  a  good  citizen  ought  to  take  brought  on  its  periodical  calumny.  The  abuse 
in  these  divisions,  has  been  a  matter  of  much  has  talcen  every  shape  which  the  ability  of  the 
deeper  controversy.  But  God  forbid,  that  any  writers  could  give  it ;  plain  invective,  chmisy 
eontroversy  relating  to  our  essential  morals  raillery,  misrepresented  anecdote.'^  No  me> 
abould  admit  of  no  decision.  It  appears  to  thod  c^  vilifying  the  measures,  the  abilities, 
me,  that  this  question,  like  most  of  the  others  the  intentions,  or  the  persons  which  compose 
which  regard  our  duties  in  life,  is  to  be  deter-  that  body,  has  been  omitted, 
aruned  by  our  station  in  it  Private  men  may  On  their  part  nothing  was  opposed  but  pa- 
be  whoUy  neutral,  and  entirely  innocent ;  bik  tience  and  character.  It  was  a  matter  of  the 
they  who  are  legally  invested  with  public  trust,  most  serious  and  indignant  aflliction  to  persons, 
or  stand  on  the  hi^  ground  of  rank  and  dig-  who  thought  themselves  in  conscience  bound  to 
oity,  which  is  trust  implied,  can  hardly  in  any  oppose  a  ministry,  dangerous  Crom  its  very 
•case  remain  indiflerent,  without  the  certainty  constitution,  as  well  as  its  measures,  to  find 
c€  sinking  into  insignificance ;  and  thereby  in  themsdves,  whenever  they  &ced  their  advei^ 
cAct  deserting  that  post  in  whidi,  with  the  saries,  continually  attadced  on  the  rear  by  a 
ftillest  authority,  and  for  the  wisest  purposes,  set  of  men  who  pretended  to  be  actuated  by 
ifae  laws  and  institutions  of  their  countnr  have  motives  similar  to  theira.  They  saw  that  the 
fixed  them.  However,  if  it  be  the  office  of  plan  long  pursued  with  but  too  fiital  a  success, 
those  who  are  thus  circumstanced,  to  take  a  was  to  break  the  strength  of  this  kingdom ;  by 
decided  part,  it  is  no  less  their  duty  that  it  fi'ittering  down  the  bodies  vrhich  compose  it ; 
AouM  be  a  sober  one.  It  ought  to  be  circum-  by  fomenting  bitter  and  sanguinary  animosi- 
•eribed  by  the  same  laws  of  decorum,  and  ties,  and  by  duaolving  every  tie  of  social  affeo 
balanced  by  the  same  temper,  which  bound  tion  and  public  trust.  These  rirtuous  men, 
and  regdate  all  the  virtues.  In  a  word,  we  such  I  am  warranted  by  public  opinion  to  call 
oQght  to  act  in  party  with  all  the  moderation  them,  were  resolved  rather  to  endure  every 
which  does  not  absolutely  enervate  that  vigour,  thing,  than  co-operate  in  that  design.  A  di* 
and  quench  that  fervency  of  spirit,  without  versity  of  opinion  upon  almost  every  principla 
which  the  best  wishes  for  the  public  goodmust  of  politics  had  indeed  drawn  a  strong  line  of 
evaporate  in  empty  speculation.  separation  between  them  and  some  others. 

It  Is  probably  from  some  such  motives  that  However,  they  were  desirous  not  to  extend  the 

die  fiiend.  of  a  very  respectable  party  in  this  ^  ^        ^^^^  ^,„^^        ^        ^^^^  ^^ 

ODfdam  have  been  hitherto  silent.    For  these  ^^  of  the  Stamp- Act  Considerations  on  Trade 

two  Tears  past,  firom  one  and  the  s^e  quarter  and  Finance.  Political  Register,  lie.  kc 
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mitffonuoe  by  unnecessary  bitterness ;   they  mons  is  swept  into  this  grand  reservoir  of  p» 

wished  to  prevent  a  difference  of  opinion  on  litics. 

the  commoDwealth  from  festering  into  ranco-  As  to  the  composition,  it  bears  a  striking 

rousand  incurable  hostility.  Accordingly  they  and  whimsical  resemblance  to  a  funeral  mt* 

endeavoured  that  all  past  controversies  diould  mon,  not  only  in  the   pathetic  prayer  with 

be  forgotten ;   and  that  enough  for   the  day  which  it  concludes,  but  in  the  s^le  and  tenour 

■boold  be  the  evil  thereof.    There  »  however  of  the  whole  performance.    It  is  piteously  dol»- 

a  limit  at  which  forbearance  ceases  to  be  a  ful,  nodding  every  now  and  then  towards  doU 

virtue.  Men  may  tolerate  injuries,  whilst  they  ness;  well  stored  with  pious  frauds,  and,  like 

are  only  personal  to  themselves.    But  it  is  not  most  discourses  of  the  sort,  much  better  cslco* 

the  first  of  virtues  to  bear  with  moderation  the  lated  for  the  private  advantage  of  the  preacher 

indignities  that  are  offered  to  our  country.    A  than  the  edification  of  the  hearers, 

piece  has  at  length  appeared,  from  the  quarter  The  author  has  indeed  so  involved  his  Kib> 

of  all  the  former  attacks,  which  upon  every  ject,  that  it  is  frequently  far  fhnn  being  easy 

public   consideration    demands   an    answer,  to  comprehend  his  meaning.    It  is  happy  for 

Whilst  persons  more  equal  to  this  business  the  public  that  it  is  never  difficult  to  fathom  his 

may  bo  engaged  in  affairs  of  greater  moment,  I  design.    The  apparent  intention  of  this  author 

hope  I  shall  be  excused,  if,  in  a  few  hours  of  a  -  is  to  draw  the  most  aggravated,  hideous,  and 

time  not  very  important,  and  from  such  mate-  deformed  picture  of  the  state  of  this  country 

rials  as  I  have  by  me,  (more  than  enough  how-  which  his  querelous  eloquence,  aided  by  the 

ever  (or  this  purpose,)  I  undertake  to  set  the  arbitrary  dominion  he  assumes  over  fiurt,  is  etr* 

&cts  and  arguments  of  this  wonderful  perform  pable  erf*  exhibiting.    Had  he  attributed  oar 

mance  in  a  proper  light.    I  will  endeavour  to  misfortunes  to  their  true  cause,  the  injudicioui 

state  what  this  piece  is ;  the  purpose  for  which  tampering  of  bold,  improvident,  and  visionary 

[  take  it  to  have  been  written ;  and  the  effects  ministers  at  one  period,  or  to  their  supine  nag* 

(supposing  it  should  have  any  effect  at  ail)  it  ligence  and  traitorous  dissensions  at  another, 

must  necessarily  produce.  the  complaint  Ukd  been  just,  and  might  have 

This  piece  is  called,  Thepruent  State  of  the  been  useful.     But  far  the  greater  and  maoh 

Nation.    It  may  be  considered  as  a  sort  of  the  w(vst  part  of  the  state  which  ho  exhibits  ii 

digest  of  the  avowed  maxims  of  a  certain  poli-  owing,  according  to  his  representation,  noC  to 

tiod  school,  the  effects  of  whose  doctrines  and  accidental  and  extrinsic  mischiefs  attendant  on 

practices  this  country  will  feel  long  and  severely,  the  nation,  but  to  its  radical  weakness  and 

It  is  made  np  of  a  farrago  of  almost  every  topic  constitutional  distempers.    All  this  however  ii 

which  has  been  agitat^  in  parliamentary  de*  not  without  purpose.    The  author  is  in  h<^>ea, 

bate,  or  private  conversation,  on  national  affairs  that,  when  we  are  fallen  into  a  fanatical  ter» 

for  these  last  seven  years.    The  oMest  contro-  rour  for  the  national  salvation,  we  shall  then 

▼ersies  are  hauled  out  of  the  dust  with  which  be  ready  to  throw  ourselves,  in  a  sort  of  preci* 

time  and  neglect  had  covered  them.  Arguments  pitate  trust,  some  strange  di^wsition  of  the 

ten  times  repeated,  a  thousand  times  answered  mind  jumbled  up  of  presumption  and  despair, 

before,  are  here  repeated  again.    Public  ao-  into  the  hands  of  the  most  pretending  and  fer> 

counts  formerly  printed  and  re-printed  revolve  ward  undertaker.  One  such  undwtaker  at  leeet 

OQce  more,  and  find  their  old  station  in  this  he  has  in  readiness  for  our  service.    But  let 

sober  meridian.  All  the  common-place  hunen*  me  assure  this  generous  person,  that  however 

tations  upon  the  decay  of  trade,  the  increase  he  may  succeed  in  exciting  our  fears  for  the 

of  taxes,  and  the  high  price  of  labour  and  pro-  public  danger,  he  will  find  it  hard  indeed  to 

visions,  aie  here  retailed  again  and  again  in  engage  us  to  place  any  confidence  in  the  system 

the  same  tone  with  which  th^  have  drawled  he  proposes  for  our  securi^. 

through  columns  of  Oazetteers  and  Adverti-  His  undertaking  is  greaL    The  purpose  of 

■ers  for  a  century  together.    Paradoxes  which  this  pamphlet,  and  at  which  it  aims  directly  or 

affront  common  sense,  and  uninteresting  barren  obliquely  in  every  page,  is  to  persuade  the  pub* 

truths   which    generate   no   conclusion,   are  lie  of  three  or  four  of  the  most  difficult  pointi 

thrown  m  to  augment  unwieldly  bulk,  without  in  the  world — that  all  the  advantages  of  the  hte 

adding  any  thing  to  weight.    Because  two  ao-  war  were  on  the  part  of  the  Bourbon  allianoe , 

cusations  are  better  than  one,  contradictions  that  the  peace  of  Paris  perfectly  consulted  the 

are  set  staring  one  another  in  the  face,  widiout  dignity  and  interest  of  this  country ;  and  tfint 

even  an  attempt  to  reconcile  them.  And  to  give  the  American  stamp-act  was  a  master-piece  of 

the  whole  a  sort  of  portentous  air  of  labour  policy  and  finance ;  that  the  only  good  nunittv 

%nd  information,  the  table  of  the  house  oToonk-  this  nation  has  enjoyed  since  his  majesty^ 
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•eeMMoo,  if  the  Earl  of  Bute ;  and  the  only  Bpeculalion  into  national  roeatures,  cannot  iail 

food  managen  of  revenue  we  have  seen  are  of  hastening  and  completing  our  ruin. 

Lovd  Deapenser  and  Mr.  George  GrenviUe  ;  This  author,  after  having  paid  his  compli. 

ad  onder  the  description  of  men  of  virtue  and  ment  to  the  shewy  appearances  of  the  late  war 


r,he holds  them  out  to  us  as  the  only  per*     in  our  &vour,  is  in  the  utmost  haste  to  tell  you 
■M  fit  to  put  our  affiurs  in  order.    Let  not  the     that  these  appearances  were/iUacibtM,  that  they 


H«d  every  other  set  of  men  in  the  kingdom,  he  dearly  this  author's  peculiar  way  of  conceiv* 

ikn  recommends  m  to  his  men  of  virtue  and  ing  and  reasoning: 

>U&ty.  «  Happily  (iIm  K.)  was  then  advised  by 

&Kh  is  the  author*s  scheme.    Whether  it  minbters,  who  did  not  suffer  themselves  to  be 

vl  aanrer  his  purpose,  I  know  not.     But  dazzled  by  the  glare  of  brilliant  appearances ; 

mdj  that  purpose  ought  to  be  a  wooderflilly  but,  knowing  them  to  hefaUacunUj  they  wisely 

pod  Qoe,  to  warrant  the  methods  he  has  taken  resolved  to  profit  of  their  splendour  before  our 

b  oonpass  it.    If  the  facts  and  reasonings  in  enemies  should  also  ducouer  Ihe  impotUUm. — 

ib  piece  are  admitted,  it  is  all  over  with  us.  The  increase  in  the  exports  was  found  to  have 

Us  continuance  of  our  tranquillity  depends  been  occasioned  chiefly  by  the  demands  of  our 

^m  die  compassion  of  our  rivals.    Unable  to  oumJUett  and  armiest  and,  instead  of  bringing 

•lem  to  ourselves  the  advantages  of  peace,  we  wealth  to  the  nation,  was  to  be  paid  fix*  by  op- 

anst  the  same  time  utterly  unfit  for  war.    Ir  pressive  taxes  upon  the  people  of  En^and. 

ii  impossible,  if  this  state  of  things  be  credited  While  the  British  seamen  were  consuming  on 

akraad,  that  we  can  have  any  alliance ;  all  na-  board  our  men  of  war  and  privateers,  foreign 

tioH  will  fly  fixxn  so  dangerous  a  connection,  ships  and  (breign  seamen  were  employed  in 

Im^  instead  of  being  partakers  of  our  strength,  the  transportation  of  our  merchandize ;   and 

llMy  rfnuld  ooly  become  sharers  in  our  ruin,  the  carrying  trade,  so  great  a  source  of  wealth 

V  it  is  believed  at  home,  all  that  firmness  of  and  marine,  tooM  entirdy  engroa$ed  bi/  the  neu" 

wSadf  and  dignified  national  courage,  which  tral  nationa.    The  number  of  British  ships 

■ed  to  be  the  great  support  of  this  iale  against  annually  arriving  in  our  ports  was  reduced  1756 

ihs  povars  of  the  world,  must  melt  away,  and  sail,  containing  92,559  tons,  on  a  medium  of 

fcil  within  us.  the  six  years'  war,  compared  with  the  six  years 

la  such  a  state  of  things  can  it  be  amiss,  if  I  of  peace  preceding  it. — The  conquest  of  the 

aim  ai  hnlding  out  some  comfort  to  the  nation ;  Havannah  had,  indeed,  stopped  the  remittance 

of  comfort  indeed,  than  that  which  of  specie  from  Mexico  to  Spain ;  but  it  had 

writer  provides  for  it ;  a  comfort,  not  from  not  enabled  England  to  seize  it :  on  the  con- 

physician,  but  from  its  constitution ;  if  I  trary,  our  merchants  suffered  by  the  detention 

lo  diew  that  all  the  arguments  upon  of  the  galleons,  as  their  eorrrsporu2en/«  in  Spain 

which  he  founds  the  decay  of  that  constitution,  were  di»Med  from  paying  them  fw  that  goods 

and  the  necessity  of  that  physician,  are  vain  Hnt  to  America.     The  lou  of  the  trade  to  old 

aod  fiivoVMiB  ?    I  will  follow  the  author  closely  Spain  too*  a  farther  bar  to  an  influx  of  tpedt ; 

m  his  own  kxig  career,  through  the  war,  the  and  the  attempt  upon  Portugal  had  not  only 

pcftoe,  d»e  fiuaiKes,  our  trade,  and  our  foreign  deprived  us  of  an  import  of  bullion  from  thence, 

politics :  not  for  the   sake  of  the  particular  but  the  payment  of  our  troops  employed  in  its 

which  he  discusses ;  that  can  be  of  defence  was  a  fresh  drain  opened  for  the  dimi- 

;  they  are  all  decided;  their  good  is  all  notion  of  our  circulating  specie. — The  high 

d,  or  their  evil  incurred :  but  for  the  sake  premiums  given  (or  new  loans  had  sunk  the 

flf  tiw  principles  oT  war,  peace,  trade,  and  price  cf  the  oki  stock  near  a  third  of  its  original 

These  principles  are  of  infinite  mo-  value,  so  that  the  purchasers  had  an  obligation 

Tbeymust  come  again  and  again  under  from  the  state  to  re-pay  them  with  an  addition 

and  it  imports  the  public,  of  all  of  33  per  cent,  to  their  capital.    Every  nofv 

HiinfB,  that  those  of  its  ministers  be  enlarged,  loan  required  now  taxes  to  be  imposed ;  new 

lod  just,  and  well  confirmed,  upon  all  those  taxes  must  add  to  the  price  of  our  manufactures 

nbyectj.   What  notions  this  author  entertains,  and  le»aen  their  consumption  among  foreigners. 

W9  shall  see  presently  ;  notions  in  my  opinion  The  decay  of  our  trade  must  necessarily  oen»- 

wy  irrational,  and  extremely  dangerous  ;  and  sum  a  decrease  of  thepubUc  revenue ;  and  a  de- 

which,  if  they  should  crawl  from  pamphlets  ficiency  of  our  funds  must  either  be  made  up 

into  oouDsds,  and  be  realised  finom  private  b;'  fire^  taxes,  which  woukl  only  add  to  th** 
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saUmity,  or  our  natiooal  credit  must  be  de-  any,  eren  the  most  essential  points,  since  vie  ' 
stroyed,  by  shewing  the  public  creditors  the  to^  and  defeat,  though  by  different  ways, 
inability  of  the  nation  to  re-pay  them  their  equally  conduct  us  to  our  ruin?  Subjection 
principal  money.— Bounties  had  already  been  to  France  without  a  struggle  will  indeed  be 
given  for  recruits  which  exceeded  the  year's  less  Ibr  our  honour,  but  on  every  principle  of 
wages  of  the  ploughman  and  reaper ;  uid  as  our  author  it  must  be  more  Ibr  our  advantafla. 
these  were  exhausted,  and  luubatuby  Mood  itiU  According  to  his  representation  cf  things,  me 
for  want  of  handif  the  roanu&cturers  were  question  is  only  concerning  the  most  easy  fiJL 
next  to  be  tempted  to  quit  the  anvil  and  loom  France  had  not  discovered,  our  statesman  teOs 
by  higher  offers. — ^JVanee^  bankrupt  Prance^  had  us,  at  the  end  of  that  war,  the  triumphs  of  de- 
no  9ueh  ealamitieB  impending  over  her ;  her  di*- .  feat,  and  the  resources  which  are  derived  from 
treeses  toere  greats  but  they  toere  immediate  tmd  bankruptcy.  For  my  poor  part,  I  do  not  won- 
temporary  ,*  her  want  of  credit  preserved  her  from  der  at  their  blindness.  But  the  'English  minie- 
a  great  incrvue  of  debt,  and  the  lot*  qf  her  uUrtH  terssaw  further.  Our  author  has  at  length  let 
marine  dominiont  leeeened  her  expenaet.  Her  foreigners  also  into  die  secret,  and  nude  them 
coUmieahadf  indeed,  put  the$naetvet  into  the  handa  altogether  as  wise  as  ourselves.  It  is  their 
of  the  En^i^;  but  the propertyqfher  tubjeeU  own  fuult  if  {yulgaio  imperii  arcano)  \htej  are 
liad  been  preeerved  by  cogpUulationg,  and  a  toay  imposed  upon  any  longer.  They  now  are  a{H 
npenedfar  making  her  those  remittances,  which  prised  of  the  sentiments  which  the  great  can 
the  war  had  before  suspended,  with  as  much  «»>  didate  for  the  government  of  this  great  empire 
curity  tu  in  the  time  of  peace. — ^Her  armies  in  entertains;  and  they  will  act  accordinglly. 
Germany  had  been  hitherto  prevented  from  They  are  (aught  our  weakness  and  their  own 
seizing  upon  Hanover ;  but  they  continued  to  advantages. 

encamp  on  the  same  ground  on  which  the  first  He  tells  the  woild,f  that  if  France  carries 

battle  was  fou^t ;  and,  as  it  must  ever  happen  on  the  war  against  us  in  Germany,  every  k»a 

from  the  policy  of  that  government,  the  last  she  sustains  contributes  lo  the  adiievement  of 

troops  she  sent  into  the  fidd  were  always  found  to  her  conquest.    If  her  armies  are  three  years 

be  the  best,  and  her  frequent  losses  only  served  to  unpaid,  she  is  the  less  exhausted  by  expense. 

/Ul  her  regiments  with  better  soldiers.    Theconf  If  her  credit  is  destroyed,  she  is  the  less  op- 

quest  of  Hanover  became  thertfore  every  cam^  pressed  with  debt.    If  her  troops  are  cut  to 

paign  mareprobaUe.   It  is  not  to  be  noted,  that  pieces,  they  will  by  her  policy  (and  a  wonder- 

the  French  troops  received  subsistence  only,  ful  policy  it  is)  be  improved,  and  will  be  sup- 

for  the  last  throe  years  of  the  war ;  and  that,  plied  with  much  better  men.    If  the  war  is 

although  large  arrears  were  due  to  them  at  its  carried  on  in  the  colonies,  he  tolb  them  thai 

conclusion,  the  diarge  was  the  less  during  its  the  Ices  of  her  ultramarine  dominions  lessens 

continuance."^  her  expenses,}  and  ensures  her  remittances  * 

If  any  one  be  willing  to  see  to  how  much 

greater  lengths  the  author  carries  these  ideas,  Per  damns,  per  csdes,  ab  ipso 

he  will  recur  to  the  book.    This  is  sufficient  Duck  opes  anlmumque  ferro. 
for  a  specimen  of  his  manner  of  thinking.    I 

believe  one  reflection  uniformly  obtrudes  itself  If  so,  what  is  it  we  can  do  to  hurt  her? — ^it 

upon  every  reader  of  these  paragraphs.    For  will  be  all  an  impondon,  all  faUadous.    Why 

what  purpose  in  any  cause  shall  we  hereafter  the  result  must  be — OociiSt,  ocddit  apes  omenia 

contend  with  France  ?  can  we  ever  flatter,  our-  tifortuna  nostri  nonmua. 

selves  that  we  shall  wage  a  more  successfiil  The  only  way  which  the  author's  principles 

war  ?    If,  on  our  part,  in  a  war  the  most  pro8«  leave  ibr  our  escape,  is  to  reverse  our  condition 

porous  we  ever  carried  on,  by  sea  and  by  land,  into  that  of  France,  and  to  take  her  losing 

and  in  every  part  of  the  globe,  attend^  with  cards  into  our  hands.    But  though  his  princi* 

the  unparalleled  circumstance  of  an  immense  pies  drive  him  to  it,  his  politics  will  not  tuffet 

increase  oftrade  and  augmentation  of  revenue;  him  to  walk  on  this  ground.    Talking  at  our 

if  a  continued  series  of  disappointments,  dis-  ease  and  of  other  countries,  we  may  bear  to  be 

graces,  and  defeats,  followed  by  public  bank-  diverted  with  such  speculations ;  but  in  Eng- 

nxptey,  on  the  part  of  France ;  if  all  these  still  land  we  shall  never  be  taught  to  look  upon  the 

.eave  her  a  gainer  on  the  whole  balance,  will  it  annihilation  of  our  trade,  the  ruin  of  our  credit, 

not  be  downright  phrenzy  in  us  ever  to  look  the  defeat  of  our  armies,  and  the  loss  of  out 

nor  in  the  lace  again,  or  to  contend  with  her  ultramarine  dominions,  (whatever  the  authot 

♦  P.  6  7,  S,  9, 10.  t  P.  9, 10.               t  P.  9 
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mty  thidi  of  them,)  to  be  the  hi^  ro«d  to 
proneritj  and  grettnen. 

TIm  reader  <k>es  not,  I  hope,  imagine  th&t  I 
■ean  wmkmij  to  aet  about  the  refotation  of 
dwae  tmingeniouaparadoxea  and  reyeriea  with- 
•m  imagination,  I  state  them  only  that  we 
mtj  diaoern  a  little  in  the  queitioos  of  war 
and  peace,  the  meet  weighty  of  all  queitJona, 
what  is  the  wisdom  of  tlMse  men  who  are  held 
out  to  us  as  the  only  hope  of  an  expiring  nation. 
The  present  ministry  is  indeed  of  a  strange 
dharacter:  at  once  indolent  and  distracted. 
Bat  if  a  ministerial  system  should  be  formed, 
irtiiatrd  by  sndi  maxims  as  are  avowed  in  this 
piece,  the  rices  of  the  present  ministry  would 
become  their  Tirtoes;  their  indolence  would  be 
tba  peatest  of  all  public  benefits,  and  a  dis- 
tradion  that  entirely  defeated  erery  one  of 
Iheir  sdiemes  would  be  our  only  security  from 


To  have  stated  these  reasonings  is  enough, 
I  presume,  to  do  their  business.    But  they  are 
accompanied  with  focts  and  records,  which 
saay  seem  of  a  little  more  weight   I  trust  how> 
•rcr  that  the  facts  of  this  author  will  be  as  far 
from  bearing  the  touchstone,  as  his  arguments. 
Od  a  Utile  inquiry,  diey  will  be  found  as  great 
an  isBposition  as  the  successes  they  are  meant 
to  depreciate ;  ibr  they  are  all  either  false  or 
frflacioody  applied ;  or  not  in  the  least  to  the 
ior  which  they  are  produced, 
the  author,  in  order  to  support  his 
frvourite  paradox,  that  our  possession  of  the 
Franeh  colonies  was  of  no  detriment  to  France, 
Ima  thought  proper  to  inform  us,*  that  ''  they 
pat  diemselvea  into  the  hands  of  the  English." 
Us  uses  the  same  assertion,  in  nearly  the  same 
wwds,  in  another  place  ;t  "  her  colonies  had 
pot  themselves  into  our  hands."     Now,  in 
jostioo  not  only  to  &ct  and  common  sense, 
but  to  the  incomparable  valour  and  perseve* 
nnoo  of  our  military  and  naval  forces  thus 
uahandsomely  traduced,  I  must  tell  this  au- 
thor, that  tho  French  colonies  did  not  **  put 
thenselves  into  the  hands  of  the  Engliio." 
They  were  compelled  to  submit;  they  were 
sobdued  by  dint  of  English  valour.    Will  the 
ff«  years'  war  carried  on  in  Canada,  in  which 
fen  one  of  tho  principal  hopes  of  this  nation, 
and  aD  the  battles  lost  and  gained  during  that 
aoxioas  period,  convince  this  author  df  bis 
mistake?     Let  him  enquire  of  Sir  Jeffery 
AadMrst,  under  whose  conduct  that  war  was 
earned  on ;  of  Sir  Charles  Saunders,  whose 
BtaadinesB  and  presence  of  mind  saved  our 
iaat,  and  were  ao  eminently  aerriceable  in  the 


whole  course  of  the  siege  of  Quebec ;  of  Gene- 
ral Monckton,  who  was  shot  through  the  body 
there,  whether  France  **  put  her  cronies  into 
the  hands  of  the  English.'* 

Though  he  has  made  no  exception,  yet  I 
wouU  be  liberal  to  him ;  perhaps  ho  means  to 
confine  himself  to  her  colonies  in  die  West 
Indies.  But  surely  it  will  fare  as  ill  with  him 
there  as  in  North  America,  whilst  we  remem- 
ber that  in  our  first  attempt  at  Martinico  we 
were  actually  defeated;  that  it  was  three 
months  before  we  reduced  Guadaloupe ;  and 
that  the  conquest  of  the  Havannah  was  achieved 
by  the  highest  conduct,  aided  by  circumstances 
of  the  greatest  good  fortune.  He  knows  the 
expense  both  of  men  and  treasure  at  which  we 
bought  that  place.  However,  if  it  had  so 
plcMed  tho  peacemakers,  it  was  no  dear  pur- 
chase ;  for  it  was  decisive  of  the  fortune  of  the 
war  and  the  terms  of  the  treaty :  the  duke  of 
Nivemoiy  thoufht  so ;  France,  England,  Eiw 
rope,  considered  it  io  that  light ;  all  the  world, 
except  the  then  friends  of  the  then  mioistry, 
who  wept  for  our  victories,  and  were  in  haiAe 
to  get  rid  of  tho  burthen  of  our  conquests. 
This  author  knows  that  France  did  not  put 
those  colonies  into  the  hands  of  England ;  but 
he  well  knows  who  did  put  the  most  valuable 
of  them  into  the  hands  of  France. 

In  the  next  place,  our  author^  is  pleased  to 
consider  the  conquest  of  those  colonies  in  no 
other  light  than  as  a  convenience  hr  the  remit- 
tances to  France,  which  he  asserts  that  die 
war  had  before  suspended,  but  fer  which  a  way 
was  opened  (by  our  conquest)  as  secure  as  in 
time  cf  peace.  I  charitably  hope  he  knows 
nothing  c^  the  subject.  I  referred  him  latel> 
to  our  commanders,  for  the  resistance  of  the 
French  colonies ;  I  now  wish  he  vrouU  apply 
to  our  custom-house  entries,  and  our  merchants, 
for  the  advantages  which  we  derived  from 
them. 

In  1761,  there  was  no  entry  of  goods  from 
any  of  the  conquered  places  but  Guadaloupe ; 
in  that  year  it  stood  thus: 

Imports  firom  Guadaloupe,  value,     £j48t,I19 

In  1768,  when  we  had  not  jei  deli- 
vered up  our  conquests,  the  ac- 
count was 


Ghiadaloupe, 
Martinico, 


£.51S,t44 
288,«5 


Total  imports  in  1702,  value,  £.801,i 


P.O. 


tP.« 


t  P.9. 
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In  ITte,  after  we  had  delivered  up  tad  thi«  corrective  ought  to  be  applied  toA 

the  sovereignty  of  these  islands,  general  balances  of  our  trade,  which  are  fonaed 

but  kept  open  a  communicatioo  on  the  ordinary  principles, 

with  them,  the  imports  were.  If  possible,  this  was  more  emphatically  true 

Gaudaloupe, £412,903  of  the  French  West  India  islands,  whikt  thej 

I^fartmico,     -     -----     344,161  continued  in  our  hands.    That  none,  or  only  a 

Havannah,    -     -     -    -    -    -    849,386  very  contemptible  part  of  the  value  of  this  pro- 

I  duce,  oodd  be  remitted  to  France,  the  author 

Total  imports  in  1763.  value,  £.1,005,850  will  see,  perhaps  with  unwillingness,  but  with 

the  clearest  conviction,  if  he  considers,  that  in 

Besides,  I  find  in  the  account  of  bullion  im-  the  year  1763,  o^  we  had  cetued  to  export  to 
ported  and  brought  to  the  bank,  that  during  the  isles  of  Guadaloupe  and  Martinioo,  and  to 
that  period  in  whidi  the  intercourse  with  the  the  Havannah,  and  after  the  colonies  were  free 
Havannah  was  open,  we  received  at  that  one  to  send  all  their  produce  to  Oki  France  and 
shop,    in    treasure,   from  that  one    place,  Spain,  if  they  had  any  remittance  to  make ;  he 
£.559,810;  in  the  year  1763,  £.389,460;  so  will  see,  that  we  imported  from  those  places, 
that  the  import  from  these  places  in  that  year  in  that  year,  to  the  amount  of  £.1,996,900. 
amounted  to  £.1,395,300.  So  far  was  the  whole  annual  produce  of  these 
On  this  state  the  reader  will  observe,  that  I  islands  from  being  adequate  to  the  paymeate 
take  the  imports  from,  and  not  the  exports  to,  of  their  annual  call  upoa  us,  that  this  migh^ 
these  conquests,  as  the  measure  of  the  advan-  additional  importation  was  necessary,  though 
tages  which  we  derived  from  them.    Ido  so  for  Qot  quite  sufficient,   to  discharge  the    debts 
reasons  which  wiU  be  somewhat  worthy  the  contracted  in  the  few  years  we  held  them. 
attention  of  such  readers  as  are  foncl  of  this  The  property,  therefore,  of  their  whole  pr»- 
species  of  inquiry.    I  say  therefore  I  choose  duco,  was  ours  ;  not  only  during  the  war,  but 
the  import  article,  as  the  best,  and  indeed  the  oyen  for  more  than  a  year  after  the  peace.  The 
only  standard  we  can  have,  of  the  value  of  the  author,  I  hope,  will  not  again  venture  upon  ao 
West  India  trade.    Our  export  entry  does  not  rash  and  discouraging  a  proposition,  conceiii> 
comprehend  the  greatest  trade  we  carry  on  ing  the  nature  and  effect  of  those  conquests,  as 
with  any  of  the  West  India  islands,  the  sale  to  call  them  a  convenience  to  the  remittancae 
of  negroes :  nor  does  it  give  any  idea  of  two  of  France ;  he  sees  by  this  account,  that  what 
flfter  advantages  we  draw  from  them ;  the  he  asserts  is  not  only  without  foundation,  but 
ramittances  for  money  spent  here,  and  the  oyen  impossible  to  be  true, 
payment  of  part  of  the  balance  of  the  North  As  to  our  trade  at  that  time,  he  hbours  with 
American  trade.    It  is  therefore  quite  ridicu-  all  his  might  to  represent  it  as  absolutelj 
lous,  to  strike  a  balance  merely  on  the  &ce  of  niined,  or  on  the  very  edge  of  ruin.  Indeed,  as 
an  excess  of  imports  and  exports,  in  that  com-  usual  with  him,  he  is  often  as  equivocal  in  his 
merce  ;  though,  in  most  foreign  branches,  it  expression,  as  he  is  clear  in  his  design.   Some- 
is,  on  die  whole,  the  best  method.  If  we  shodd  times  he  more  than  insinuates  a  decay  of  our 
take  that  standard,  it  would  appear,  that  the  commerce  in  that  war ;  sometimes  he  admits  an 
balance  with  our  own   islands  is,    annually,  increase  of  exports;  but  it  is  in  order  to  depre* 
several  hundred  thousand  pounds  against  this  ciate  the  advantages  we  might  appear  to  derive 
country.*    Sudi  is  its  aspect  on  the  custom-  fi^om  that  increase,  whenever  it  should  come  to 
house  entries ;  but  we  know  the  direct  con-  be  proved  against  him.   He  tells  you,t  "  that 
trary  to  be  the  fiict.    We  know  that  the  West  {%  was  chiefly  occasioned  by  the  demands  of  our 
Indians  are  always  indebted  to  our  merchants,  own  fleets  and  armies,  and,  instead  of  bring- 
and  that  the  value  of  every  shilling  of  West  ^  wealth  tcrlho  nation,  was  to  be  paid  for  by 
India  produce  is  English  property.    So  that  oppressive  taxes  upon  the  people  of  England.*' 
our  import  from  them,  and  not  our  export,  ought  ^lifever  was  any  thing  more  destitute  of  founda* 
always  to  be  considered  as  their  true  value ;  tion.    It  might  be  proved  with  the  greatest 

ease,  from  the  natuure  and  quality  of  the  goods 

♦  Total  imports  from  the  West  In-  exported,  as  well  as  from  the  situation  6C  the 

dies  in  1764^    ....    •  ^•2»J09,411  phujes  to  which  our  merchandize  was  sent,  and 

Exports  to  ditto  in  ditto,    .    .    .        896,511  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^j^  ^^^  ^^^  ^ 

Excess  of  imports,    ....    £.2,012,900  supply  of  our  fleets  aiid  armies,  could  not  have 

T    -u*       u-  k-  .u-  -  « -  «-«  «<•-»-#;«•  heen  the  cause  of  this  wonderful  increase  of 

In  this,  which  IS  the  common  way  ot  stating 

the  balance,  it  will  appear  upwards  of  two 

millions  against  us,  which  is  ridiculous.  ^  '^'  ^- 
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;   its  cause  wu  erident  to  the  whole  year  1761,  the  JBritiah  shipping  amounted  to 

worid;  the  rain  of  the  trade  of  France,  and  BttfiSl  tons— the  foreign  to  no  more  than 

oar  psaMssion  of  her  colonies.    What  wonder*  180,103.  The  medium  of  his  six  years  British, 

fid  cdacts  this  cause  produced,  the  reader  will  2,449,655  tons— foreign  only  905,600.     This 

■M  balow  ;*  and  he  will  form  on  that  aoooont  state  (his  own)  demonstrates  that  the  neutral 

judgBMnt  of  the  author's  candour  or  in-  nations  did  not  cn<irefy  engron  cw  namgatitm^ 

I  am  willing  from  a  strain  of  candour  (o  ad- 
Admit  howeycr  that  a  great  part  of  our  e>>  mit  that  this  author  speaks  at  random ;  that  ha 
port,  dioagh  nothing  is  more  remote  from  &ct,  is  only  slovenly  and  inaccurate,  and  not  &Da!- 
onring  to  the  supply  of  our  fleets  and  cious.    In  matters  of  account,  however,  this 
i;  was  it  not  something? — was  it  not  want  of  care  is  not  excusable ;  and  the  diflep> 
rly  fiwtonate  (or  a  nation,  that  she  was  ence  between  neutral  nations  entirely  engross- 
her  own  ||08om  to  contribute  largely  ing  our  navigation,  and  being  only  subsidiary 
\  supply  of  her  armies  militating  in  so  to  a  vastly  augmented  trade,  makes  a  most  roa- 
distent  countries  ?    The  author  aUows  terial  difference  to  his  argument.    From  that 
Vnoe  did  not  enjoy  the  same  advantages,  principle  of  fairness,  though  the  author  speaks 
it  wremarkable  throughout  his  whole  book,  otherwise,  I  am  willing  to  suppose  he  means 
circumstances  which  have  eyet  been  no  more  than  that  our  navigation  bad  so  de* 
1  as  great  benefits,  and  decisive  prooft  clined  as  to  alarm  us  with  the  probable  loss  of 
i  superiority,  are,  when  in  our  hands,  this  valuable  object.    I  shall  however  shew, 
either  in  diminution  of  some  other  appa-  that  his  whole  proposition,  whatever  roodifica* 
It  advantage,  or  even  sometimes  as  positive  tions  he  may  please  to  give  it,  is  without 
saisfottunsa.  The  optics ofthat  politician  must  foundation;  that  our  navigation  was  not  do- 
bo  of  a  strange  oonfocmation,  who  behoUs  creased ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  greatly 
thiBf  in  this  distorted  shape.  increuscd  in  the  war ;  that  it  was  increased  1^ 
8o  ftr  as  to  otr  trade.    With  regard  to  our  the  war ;  and  that  it  was  probable  the  same 
I,  he  is  still  more  uneasy  at  our  situa-  cause  would  continue  to  augment  it  to  a  still 
■till  more  fallacious  in  his  state  of  it.  greater  height ;  to  what  an  height  it  is  hard  to 
In  Ins  text,  he  affirms  it  "  to  have  been  entirefy  say,  had  our  success  continued. 

by  the  neutral  nations.^f     This  he  But  first,  I  must  observe,  I  am  much  lesa 

roundly  and  boldly,  and  without  the  solicitous  whethet  his  fact  be  true  or  no,  than 

I ;  although  it  cost  no  more  than  a  whether   his   principle    is  well    established. 

glance  of  the  eye  upon  his  own  margin  Cases  are  dead  things,  principles  are  living  and 

la  aaa  the  foD  refutation  of  this  assertion.    Hia  productive.    I  then  affirm  that,  if  in  time  of 

aecooat  proves  against  him,  t^t  in  the  war  our  trade  had  the  good  fortune  to  increase, 

.   1754.  £'      «.   d, 

•  Toul  export  of  British  goods,  value, 8,317,506  15    S 

IMtio  of  foreign  goods  in  Ume 2,910,836  14    0 

Dhtoofdlttooatoftime, 639,495    3  10 

Total  exports  of  all  kinds, 11,787,839  13  10 

Toul  Imports, 8,093,472  16    0 

Balance  In  favour  of  England,     .       •  £.3,694,355  17  10 

1761. 

Total  export  of  British  goods, 10,649,681  13  6 

Ditto  of  foreign  goods  in  time, 8,6o3,692    7  1 

Dhtoofdiuooutofdme, 365,013    0  9 


■^ 


Total  exports  ©fall  kinds, 14,558,288  19    9 

Totallmports, 9,294,91516 

Balance  in  favour  of  England, £.5,263,373  18    9 

n«rs  b  the  state  of  our  trade  In  1761,  compared  with  a  very  good  year  of  profound  peace  :  botk 
srs  taken  from  the  authentic  entries  at  the  custom-house.  How  the  author  can  contrive  to  make 
thb  Increase  of  the  export  of  English  produce  agree  with  his  account  of  the  dreadful  want  of  hands 
in  England,  p.  9,  unless  he  supposes  mantifactures  to  be  made  without  bands,  I  really  do  not  sea 
fc  !•  paloful  to  be  so  frequently  oblii^ed  to  net  this  author  ri|»ht  In  matters  of  fact  This  statemenl 
will  Killy  refute  all  that  he  has  said  or  insinuated  upon  the  difficulties  and  decay  ol  our  trade 

r.#,7,and*' 

t  P.  7.    See  also  p.  It. 
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And  at  the  same  time  a  large,  nay  the  largest,  The  fair  account  of  the  matter  if  ilia.    Our 

proportion  of  carriage  had  been  engrossed  by  trade  had,  as  we  have  just  seen,  incrMaed  t* 

neutral  nations,  it  ought  not  in  itself  to  hare  so  astonishing  a  degree  in  1761,  as  to  employ  • 

been  considered  as  a  circumstance  of  distress.  British  and  foreign  ships  to  the  amount  of 

War  is  a  time  of  inconvenience  to  trade;  in  707,659  tons,  which  is  149,500  nnore  than  we 

general  it  must  be  straitened,  and  must  find  its  employed  in  the  last  year  of  the  peace.^-ThiM 

way  as  it  can.    It  is  often  happy  for  nations  our  trade  increased  more  than  a  fifth ;  oar  Bn 

that  they  are  able  to  call  in  neutral  navigation,  tish  navigation  had  increased  likewise  with 

They  all  aim  at  it.  France  endeavoured  at  it,  this  astonishing  increase  of  trade,  but  was  nsl 

but  could  not  compass  it    Will  this  author  able  to  keep  pace  with  it ;  and  we  added  aboni 

say,  that  in  a  war  widi  Spain,  such  an  assist-  120,000  ton  of  foreign  shipping  to  the  60,000, 

•noe  would  not  be  of  absolute  necessity  ?  that  which  had  been  employed  in  the  last  year  of 

it  would  not  be  the  most  gross  of  all  follies  to  the  peace.    Whatever  happened  to  our  ship  - 

refuse  it  ?  ping  in  the  former  years  of  the  war,  this  wodkl 

In  the  next  place,  his  method  of  stating  a  l>e  no  true  state  of  the  case  at  the  time  of  the 

medium  of  six  years  of  war,  and  six  years  of  treaty.    If  we  had  lost  something  in  the  begtn- 

peace,  to  decide  this  question,  is  altogether  un-  ning,  we  had  then  recovered,  and  more  than 

fair.    To  say,  in  derogation  of  the  advantages  recovered,  all  our  losses.    Such  is  the  ground 

of  a  war,  that  navigation  is  not  equal  to  what  of  the  doleful  complaints  of  the  author,  that  tkt 

it  was  in  time  of  peace,  is  what  hitherto  has  carrying  trade  toas  wholly  engromed  by  the  new 

never  been  heard  of.    No  war  ever  bore  that  fra2  natione.                                   * 

test  but  the  war  vihich  he  so  bitterly  laments.  I  have  done  fairly,  and  even  very  moderat^, 

One  may  lay  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  an  av&-  in  taking  this  year,  and  not  his  average,  as  the 

rage  estimate  of  an  object  in  a  steady  course  standard  o(  what  might  be  expected  in  future, 

of  rising  or  of  falling,  must  in  its  nature  be  an  had  the  war  continued.    The  author  wiU  be 

unfair  one ;  more  piurticularly  if  the  cause  of  compelled  to  allow  it,  unless  he  undertakes  to 

the  rise  or  fall  be  visible,  and  its  continuance  >hew ;  first,  that  the  possession  of  Canada, 

in  any  degree  probable.     Average  estimates  Martinico,  Guadaloupe,  Grenada,  the  Havan» 

are  never  just  but  when  the  object  fluctuates,  imJi,  the  Philippines,  the  whole  Afi-ican  trade, 

and  no  reason  can  be  assigned  why  it  should  the  whole  East  India  trade,  and  the  whole 

not  continue  still  to  fluctuate.     The  author  ^Newfoundland  fishery,  had  no  certain  ineriw 

diooses  to  allow  nothing  at  all  for  this :  he  has  able  tendency  to  increase  the  British  shipping ; 

taken  an  average  of  six  years  of  the  war.    He  unless,  in  the  second  place,  he  can  prove  tlwt 

knew,  for  every  body  knows,  that  the  first  three  those  trades  were,  or  might,  by  law  or  indnU 

years  were  on  the  whole  rather  unsuccessful ;  gence,  be  carried  on  in  foreign  vess^ ;  ani 

and  that,  in  consequence  of  this  ill  success,  unless,  thirdly,  he  can  demonstrate  thai,  the 

trade  sunk,  and  navigation  declined  with  it ;  premium  of  insurance  on  British  ships  wai 

but  that  grand  delusion  of  the  three  last  years  rising  as  the  war  continued.    He  can  prote 

turned  the  scale  in  our  favour.    At  the  begin-  not  one  of  these  points.    I  will  shew  him  a  &el 

ning  of  that  war,  (as  in  the  commencement  of  more  that  is  mortal  to  his'assertions.    It  ia  the 

every  war,)  traders  were  struck  with  a  sort  of  itate  of  our  shipping  in  1762.   The  author  had 

panic    Many  went  out  of  the  fireighting  busi-  his  reasons  for  stopping  short  at  the  preceding 

ness.    But  by  degrees,  as  the  war  continued,  year.    It  would  have  appeared,  had  he  pio- 

the  terrour  wore  ofi*;  the  danger  came  to  be  ceedod  farther,  that  our  tonnage  was  in  a  course 

b<rtter  appreciated,  and  better  provided  against ;  of  uniform  augmentation,  owing  to  the  fi^ight 

our  trade  was  carried  on  in  large  fleets,  under  derived  fipom  our  foreign  conquests,  and  to  the 

regular  convoys,  and  with  great  safety.    The  perfect  security  of  our  navigation  fi>om  our 

fi'eighting  business  revived.    The  ships  were  clear  and  decided  superiority  at  sea.     This,  I 

fewer,  but  much  larger;  and  though  the  num-  say,  would  have  appeared  fixun  the  state  of  thA 

ber  decreased,  the  tonnage  was  vastly  aug-  two  years: 
mented;   insomuch  that  in  1761  the  BritUh 

shipping  had  risen  by  the  author's  own  account  1761.  British,    •         -        527,557  tons. 

£27,557  tons. — ^In  the  last  year  he  has  given  1762.  Ditto,       -         -        559,537  tons. 

OS  of  the  peace  it  amounted  to  no  more  than  1761.  Foreign    -         -        180,102  tons. 

484,772 ;  that  is,  in  the  last  year  of  the  war  it  1762.  Ditto,       -         -        129,502  tons, 
was  92,785  tons  more  than  in  the  correspondent 

year  ofhb  peace  average.  No  year  of  the  peace  The  two  last  years  of  the  peace  wore  in  no 

ticeoded  it  except  one,  and  that  bat  little.  degree  equal  to  these.  Much  of  the  navigation 

• 


STATE  OF  THE  NATION.  109 

1^  wt8  tlso  owing  to  the  war ;  this  is  one.    But,  as  the  world  is  yet  ddkded  on  the 

firom  the  large  part  of  it  emplojed  in  state  of  that  war,  other  arguments  are  nece»- 

the  esrriage  from  the  ceded  islands,  with  which  sary ;  and  the  author  has  in  my  opinion  very  il 

dto  eommunicatiQQ  still  continued  open.    No  supplied  them.    He  tells  of  many  things  wo 

■Kb  circomstances  of  gloty  and  adrantage  have  got,  and  of  which  he  has  made  out  akind 

•v«r  mttended  upon  a  war.    Too  happy  will  be  of  bill.    This  matter  may  be  brought  within  a 

ov  lot,  if  we  should  again  be  forced  into  a  very  narrow  compass,  if  we  come  to  consider 

to  bebdd  any  thing  that  shall  resemble  the  requisites  of  a  good  peace  under  some  phun 

;  and  if  we  were  not  then  the  better  for  distinct  heads.    I  apprehend  they  may  be  r»« 

it  is  not  in  the  ordinary  course  of  God's  duccd  to  these :  1.  Stability ;  2.  Indemnificap 

to  mend  our  condition.  ticn ;  3.  Alliance. 

Id  Tain  does  the  author  declaim  on  the  high  As  to  the  first,  the  author  more  than  ob^ 

premioms  given  for  the  loans  during  the  war.  scurely  hints  in  several  places,  that  he  thinki 

His  long  note  swelled  with  calculations  on  that  the  peace  not  likely  to  last.  ^  However,  he  docs 

(even  supposing  the  most  inaccurate  of  furnish  a  security;  a  security,  in  any  light,  1 

caleidations  to  be  just)  would  be  entirely  fear,  but  insufficient;  on  his  hypothesis,  surely 

away,  did  it  not  serve  to  raise  a  won-  a  very  odd  one,  "  By  stipulating  for  the  entire 

[opinion  of  his  financial  skill  in  those  who  possession  of  the  continent,  (says  he,)  the  n- 

iem  surprised  than  edified,  when,  with  stored   French  islands  are  become  in  some 

free  aind  mysterious  air,  they  are  told  measure  dependent  on  the  British  empire ;  and 

two  and  two  make  four.    For  what  else  do  the  good  faith  of  France  in  observing  the  treaty 

leam  from  this  note  ?    That  the  more  ex-  guaranteed  by  the  value  at  which  she  estimatea 

incurred  by  a  nation,  the  more  money  their  possession."!    This  author  soon  growi 

win  be  required  to  defray  it;  that,  in  proper-  weary  of  his  principles.   They  seldom  last  him 

tioB  to  the  continuance  of  that  expense,  will  be  for  two  pages  together.    When  the  advantages 

llw  continuance  of  borrowing;  that  the  in-  of  the  war  were  to  be  depreciated,  then  the 

of  borrowing  *and  the  increase  of  debt  loss  of  the  ultramarine  colonies  lightened  the 

go  hand  in  hand  ;  and  lastly,  that  the  more  expenses  of  Franco,  facilitated  her  remittairces, 

you  want,  the  harder  it  will  be  to  get  and  therefore  her  eolonists  put  Viem  into  our 

it ;  and  that  the  scarcity  of  the  commodity  will  hands.    According  to  this  author's  system,  the 

Ae   price.    Who  ever  doubted  the  actual  possession  of  those  colonies  ought  to 

or  die  insignificance,  of  these  proposi-  give  us  little  or  no  advantage  in  the  negotiatioo 

I  ?  what  do  they  prove  ?  that  war  is  expen-  for  peace  ;  and  yet  the  chance  of  possessing 

and  peace  desirable.     They  contain  them  on  a  future  occasion  gives  a  perfect  secu- 

^fmAAttf  laore  than  a  common-place  against  rity  for  the  preservation  of  that  peace.^    The 

warTthe  easiest  of  all  topics.    To  bring  them  conquest  of  the  Havannah,  if  it  did  not  serve 

to  his  purpoae,  he  ought  to  have  shewn,  Spain,  rather  distressed  England,  says  our 

enemies  had  money  upon  better  terms ;  author.§    But  the  molestation  which  her  gal- 

iHiidi  he  has  not  shewn,  neither  can  he.    I  Icons  may  sufier  from  our  station  in  Pensacola 

riwO  apeak  more  fully  to  this  point  in  another  gives  us  advantages,  for  which  we  were  not  al- 

place.  He  ou^t  to  have  shewn,  that  the  nKHiey  lowed  to  credit  the  nation  for  the  Havannah 

tbey  raised,  upon  whatever  terms,  had  pro-  itself;  a  place  surely  full  as  well  situated  for 

eorad  them  a  more  lucrative  return.  He  knows  every  external  purpose  as  Pensacola,  and  of 

Aat  our  expenditure  purdiased  commerce  and  more  internal  benefit  than  ten  thousaixi  Pensa* 

conqDeat:  theirs  acquired  nothing  but  defeat  colas. 

■od  bankruptcy.  The  author  sets  very  little  by  conquests  ;||  I 

Tfana  die  auth(Nr  has  laid  down  his  ideas  oo  suppose  it  is  because  he  makes  them  so  very 

ibe  wfrjfTt  of  war.    Next  follow  those  he  en*  lightly.    On  this  subject  he  speaks  with  the 

tflftains  on  that  of  peace.    The  treaty  of  Parii  greatest  certainty  imaginable.    We  have,  ao- 

^Mm  the  whole  has  his  approbation.  Indeed,  if  cording  to  him,  nothing  to  do,  but  to  go  and 

ais  accoont  of  the  war  be  just,  he  might  have  take  possession,  whenever  we^think  proper,  of 
ipind  hioMelf  all  further  trouble.    The  rest  is 

^awn  OB  as  an  inevitable  conchision.*    If  the  t  P.  IT.                       «  ^  f  *  *  ,    . 

hme  of  Bourbon  bad  the  advantage,  she  must  J  **  Our  merchants  suffered  by  the  detenUon 

BMe  a  0OUI1XID  iiou  «i            r^ J.   .  of  the  galleons,  sa  their  correspondents   in 

gife  the  law ;  and  the  peace,  though  it  were  ^    ^^  ^^^^^  disabled  from  paying  them  for  theJr 

'  worse  than  it  is,  had  still  been  a  good  goods  sent  to  America."    State  of  the  Nation, 

p.  7. 

•  P.  19. 18.  U  P.  13,  1» 
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the  Frendi  and  Spanish  settlements.    It  were  our  cokmies.    He  is  the  wise  ministeri  he  la 

better  that  he  had  examined  a  little  what  ad-  the  true  friend  to  Britain,  who  shall  be  able  to 

vantage  the  peace  gave  us  towards  the  inra-  restore  it. 

tion  of  these  colonies,  which  we  did  not  possess  To  return  to  the  security  ibr  the  peace.  Tht 

before  the  peace.    It  would  not  have  been  authm^  tells  us,  that  the  original  great  purposes 

amiss  if  he  had  consulted  the  public  ezperi-  of  the  war  were  more  than  accomplulied  br 


eoce,  and  our  commanders,  concerning  the  the  treaty.  Surely  he  has  ezperienc« 
absolute  certainty  of  those  conquests  on  which  reading  enouj^  to  knowthat,  in  the  course  of  a 
he  is  pleased  to  (bund  our  security.  And  if,  war,  events  may  happen,  that  rtnder  its  orif  i* 
aftiir  all,  he  should  have  discovered  them  to  be  nal  very  far  from  being  its  principal  purpose, 
be  so  very  sure,  and  so  very  easy,  he  might,  This  original  may  dwindle  by  circumstaneeg, 
It  least,  to  preserve  consistency,  have  looked  a  so  as  to  become  not  a  purpose  of  the  seoond 
ew  pages  back,  and  (no  unpleasing  thing  to  or  even  the  third  magnitude.  I  trust  this  is  so 
lim)  listened  to  hims^,  where  he  says, "  that  obvious,  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  put 
the  most  successful  enterprise  could  not  con>-  cases  (cnt  its  illustration.  In  that  war,  as  soon 
pensate  to  the  nation  for  the  waste  of  its  peo-  as  Spain  entered  into  the  quarrel,  the  security 
pie,  by  carrying  on  war  in  unhealthy  cli-  of  North  America  was  no  longer  the  sole  nor 
mates."*  A  position  which  he  repeats  again,  the  foremost  object.  The  FamUjf  Compaa 
p.  9.  So  that,  according  to  himself  his  secu-  had  been  I  know  not  how  long  before  in  agit»- 
rity  is  not  worth  the  suit ;  according  to  fact,  he  tion.  But  then  it  was  that  we  saw  product 
has  only  a  chance,  God  knows  what  a  chance,  into  day>light  an  action  the  most  odious  and 
of  getting  at  it ;  and  therefore,  according  to  most  formidable  of  all  the  conspiracies  against 
reason,  the  giving  up  the  most  valuable  of  all  the  liberties  of  Europe,  that  ever  has  beea 
possessions,  in  hopes  to  conquer  them  back,  framed.  The  war  with  Spain  was  the  first 
under  any  advantage  of  situation,  is  the  most  fruits  of  that  league ;  and  a  securi^  against 
ridiculous  security  that  ever  was  imagined  ibr  that  league  ought  to  have  been  the  fundamental 
the  peace  of  a  nation.  It  is  true  his  friends  did  point  of  a  pacification  with  the  powers  who 
not  give  up  Canada ;  they  codd  not  give  up  compose  it.  We  had  materials  in  our  hands  to 
every  thing ;  let  us  make  the  most  of  it  We  have  have  constructed  that  security  in  such  a  man- 
Canada,  we  know  its  value.  We  have  not  the  ner  as  never  to  be  shaken.  But  how  did  the 
French  any  longer  to  fight  in  North  America ;  virtuous  and  able  men  of  our  author  labour  Ibr 
and,  from  this  circumstance,  we  derive  consi-  this  great  end  ?  They  took  no  one  step  to- 
derabic  advantages.  But  here  let  me  rest  a  wards  it.  On  the  contrary  they  countenanced, 
little.  The  author  touches  upon  a  string,  which  and  indeed,  as  far  as  it  depended  on  them,  re- 
sounds under  his  fingers  but  a  tremulous  and  c<^ised  it  in  all  its  parts ;  for  our  plenipoten- 
melancholy  note.  North  America  was  once  tiary  treated  with  those  who  acted  for  the  two 
indeed  a  great  strength  to  this  nation,  in  oppor-  crowns,  as  if  they  had  been  different  ministers 
tunity  of  ports,  in  ships,  in  provisions,  in  men.  of  the  same  monarch.  The  Spanish  minister 
We  found  her  a  sound,  an  active,  a  vigorous  received  his  instructions,  not  from  Madrid ; 
member  of  the  empire.    I  hope,  by  wise  ma-  but  from  Versailles. 

oagement,  i^e  will  again  become  so.  But  one        This  was  not  hid  firom  our  ministers  at  home, 

of  our  capital  present  misfortunes  is,  her  discon-  and  the  discovery  ought  to  have  alarmed  them, 

teot  and  disobedience.  To  which  of  the  author's  if  the  good  of  their  country  had  been  the  ob* 

fiivourites  this  discontent  is  owing,  we  all  ject  of  their  anxiety.    They  could  not  but 

know  but  too  sufficiently.  It  would  be  a  dismal  have  seen  that  the  whole  Spanish  monarchy 

event,  if  this  foundation  of  his  security,  and  was  melted  down  into  the  cabinet  of  Versailles, 

indeed  of  all  our  puUic  strength,  should,  in  re-  But  they  thought  this  circumstance  an  advan- 

ality,  become  our  weakness ;  and  if  all  the  tage ;  as  it  enabled  them  to  go  through  with 

powers  of  this  empire,  which  ought  to  fall  with  their  work  the  more  expeditiously.    Expedi- 

a  compacted  weight  up(m  the  head  of  our  ene-  tion  was  every  thing  to  them ;  because  France 

mies,  should  be  (Uraipated  and  distractetl  by  a  might  happen  during  a  protracted  negotiation  (o 

jealous  vigilance,  or  by  hostile  attempts  upon  discover  the  great  imposition  of  our  victories, 
one  another.  Ten  Canadas  cannot  restore  that        In  the  same  spirit  they  negotiated  the  terms 

security  for  the  peace,  and  for  every  &ing  of  the  peace.  If  it  were  thought  advisoable  not 

valuable  to  this  country,  which  we  have  lost  to  take  any  positive  security  from  Spain,  the 

lloog  aith  the  affection  and  the  obedience  of  most  obvious  principles  of  policy  dictated  thai 

the  burthen  of  the  cessions  ought  to  fall  upoo 

*  P.  6.  Franco ;  and  that  every  thing  which  was  o> 
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mot  and  &TOur  should  be  given  to  Spain,  country;  because  he  would  have  performet 
Spain  could  not,  on  her  port,  have  executed  a  real  service ;  ten   thousand  times  nxire  rea. 
capital  article  in  the  family  compact,  which  service,  than  all  the  oeconomy  of  which  this 
clitifed  her  to  compensate  the  losses  of  France,  writer  is  perpetually  talking^  or  all  the  little 
At  least  she  could  not  do  it  in  America ;  fir  tricks  of  finance  which  the  expertest  juggler  of 
ihe  was  expressly  precluded  by  the  treaty  of  the  treasury  can  practice,  could  amount  to  in  a 
Utrecht  from  ceding  any  territory  or  giving  any  thousand  years.    But  the  occasion  b  k»t ;  the 
■drantage  in  trade  to  that  power.    What  did  time  is  gone,  perhaps,  for  ever, 
•or  mintsters  ?    They  took  from  Spain  the  ter-  As  to  the  third  requisite,  alUaneej  there  to« 
rilofT  of  Fkirida,  an  object  of  no  value  except  the  author  is  silent.    \\  hat  strength  of  that 
to  anew  our  dispositions  to  be  quite  equal  at  kind  did  they  acquire  ?    They  got  no  one  new 
least  towards  both  powers ;  and  they  enabled  ally ;  they  stript  the  enemy  of  not  a  single  oU 
FVaace  to  compensate  Spain  by  the  gift  of  one.    They  disgusted  (how  justly,  or  unjustly, 
Loai»ana:  loading  us  with  all  the  harshness,  matters  not)  every  ally  we  had;  and  from  that 
laaviiig  the  act  of  kindness  with  France,  and  time  to  this,  we  stand  friendless  in  Europe, 
thereby  a  door  to  the  fulfilling  of  this  But  of  this  naked  condition  of  their  country,  I 
consolidating  article  of  the  family  know  some  people  are  not  ashamed.    They 
Accordingly  that  dangerous  league,  have  their  system  of  politics ;  our  anceston 
abetted  and  authorised  by  the  En^ish  grew  great  by  another.    In  this  manner  these 
without  an  attempt  to  invalidate  it  in  virtuous  men  concluded  the  peace  ;  and  theii 
way,  or  in  any  of  its  parts,  exists  to  this  practice  is  only  consonant  to  their  theory. 
;  and  has  grown  stronger  and  stronger  Many  things  more  might  be  observed  cm  this 
•▼efj  hour  of  its  existence.  curious   head   of  our  author's   speculations. 
Am  to  the  second  component  of  a  good  peace,  But,  taking  leave  of  what  the  writer  says  in  his 
I  have  but   little  trouble ;  the  serious  part,  if  he  be  serious  in  any  part,  I 
has  said  nothing  upon  tliat  head.    He  ehall  only  just  point  out  a  piece  of  his  ple» 
nothing  to  say.    After  a  war  of  such  ex-  sontry.    No  man,  I  believe,  ever  denied  that 
;,  this  ought  to  have  been  a  capital  con-  the  time  for  making  peace  is  that  in  which  the 
tioo.     But  on    what  he  has  been  so  best  terms  may  be  obtained.     But  what  that 
prudently  silent,  I  think  it  is  right  to  speak  time  is,  together  with  the  use  that  has  been 
plainly.    All  our  new  acquisitions  together,  at  made  of  it,  we  are  to  judge  by  seeing  whether 
diia  time,  scarce  afford  matter  of  revenue  either  terms  adequate  to  our  advantages,  aiid  to  our 
at  bome  or  abroad,  sufficient  to  defray  the  necessities,  have  been  actually  obtained. — ^Hera 
capeuse  of  their  establishments ;  not  one  shiV-  is  the  pinch  of  the  question,  and  to  which  the 
fii^g  towards  the  reduction  of  our  debt.    Gua-  author  ought  to  have  set  his  shoulders  in  ear- 
daloope  or  Martinico  alone  would  have  given  nest.    Instead  of  doing  this,  lie  slips  out  of  the 
aa  Bialerial  aid ;  much  in  the  way  of  duties,  harness  by  a  jest ;  and  sneeringly  tells  us,  that, 
nneb  in  the  way  of  trade  and  navigaticm.    A  to  dc^rmine  this  point,  we  must  know  tlie  so- 
good  ministry  wouM  have  considored  how  a  crets  of  the  French  and  Spanish  cabinets,* 
reoefwal  of  the  Ajuiento  might  have  been  ob-  and  that  parliament  was  pleased  to  approve 
tained.     We  had  as  much  right  to  ask  it  at  the  the  treaty  of  peace  without  calling  for  the  cor- 
Uttty  of  Paris  as  at  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  respondencc    concerning  it.     How  just  this 
Wo  had  incomparably  more  in  our  hands  to  sarcasm  on  that  parliament  may  be,  I  say  not ; 
it.    Floods  of  treasure  would  have  but  how  becoming  in  the  author,  I  leave  it  to 
into  this  kingdom  firom  such  a  source ;  his  friends  to  determine. 
aoder  proper  management,  no  small  part  Having  thus  gone  through  the  questions  of 
af  it  would  have  taken  a  public  direction,  and 

^fa  finctified  an  exhausted  exchequer.  *  Something  however  has  transpired  in  the 

wm  Jl  .         .1         II.         !•  c            •    .    J  quarrels  amon/r  those  concerned  in  that  trans 

r  tiiit  gentleman's  hero  of  finance,  insteMl  Jcilon.    It  seems  the  good  Geniu»  of  Britain  so 

af  flying  mun  a  treaty,  which,  though  he  now  much  vaunted  by  our  author,    did  his  duty 

'  ~     ~     he  oould  not  approve,  and  would  not  nobly.    Whilst  we  were  gaining  such  advan* 

if  he,  instead  of  sliifiing  into  an.  »*?«»»  «^«  co"«  «f  ?"»"  ™  astonished  ai 

_,."       »        J  L-     r       .L            r  our  concessions.    '*J'ai  anporte  a  Versailles,  tl 

>,  which  removed  him  from  the  manuUo-  ^.t  vral,  les  raOflcaUons  du  Roi  d'Anffieterre  a 

of  the  treaty,  had,  by  his  credit  with  the  vottre  grand  etonnementf  et  a  celu*  de  bitn 

dkOB  0eat  director,  acquired  for  us  these,  or  d*autre:    Je  dois  cela  au  bontes  du  Roi  d'An- 

aav  oTthaae  objecta,  the  possession  of  Guada-  ^}^^^^^}  a  ceUes  de  Milord  Bute,  a  Mons.  la 

wj  w  luoM  uujcvia,  ui^pvMxwtuu  ui  v^uau*  Comte  do  Viry,  a  Mons.  le  Due  de  Nive.iioia, 

kR^  or  fiSartmico,  or  the  renewal  of  the  Am-  ei  en  fin  a  mon  scavoir  fairs."     UUrer,  kc  d^ 

«l»,  he  might  have  bdd  his  head  high  in  his  Chev.  D*£on,  p.  61. 
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war  and  peace,  the  aathor  prcpceeds  to  state  Mr.  G.  did  in  fact  provide  no  more  Uia& 
«ur  debt,  and  the  interest  which  it  carried,  at  £.2,1^0,000.  for  the  discharge  of  these  bills  m 
the  time  of  the  treaty,  with  the  unfairness  and  two  years.  It  is  much  to  be  wbhed  that  these 
uiaccuracy,  however,  which  distinguish  all  his  gentlemen  would  lay  their  heads  together,  tint 
assertions,  and  all  his  calculations.  To  detect  |^ey  would  consider  well  this  matter,  and  apve 
every  &llacy,  and  rectify  every  mistake,  would  upon  something.  For  when  the  scanty  pio» 
be  endless.  It  will  be  enou^  to  point  out  a  vision  made  for  the  imfunded  debt  is  to  bs 
few  of  them,  in  order  to  shew  how  unsafe  it  is  vindicated,  then  we  are  told  it  is  a  very 
tc  place  any  thing  like  an  implicit  trust  in  such     part  of  that  debt  which  carries  interest 

a  writer.  when  the  public  is  to  be  represented  in  a 

The  interest  of  debt  contracted  during  the  able  condition,  and  the  consequences  of  tt» 

war  is  stated  by  the  author  at  £.2,614,882.  The  late  war  to  be  laid  before  us  in  dreadful  coloun, 

particulars  appear  in  pages  14  and  15.  Among  then  we  are  to  be  told  that  the  unfunded  debt 

them  is  stated  the  unfunded  debt,  £.9,975,017.  is  within  a  trifle  of  ten  millions,  and^so  larfs 

supposed  to  carry  interest  on  a  medium  at  3  a  portion  of  it  carries  interest  that  we  must  aot 

per  eerU.  which  amounts  to  £J299,250.    We  compute  less  than  3  per  cfm  upon  the  uAoIs. 
are  referred  to  the  Condderationa  on  the  Trade        In  the  year  1764,  pariiament  voted  £.650,0001 

and  Fbumea  of  the  Kingdom,  p.  22,  for  the  towards  the  discharge  of  the  navy  debt.    This 

particulars  of  that  unfounded  debt.    Turn  to  >um  could  not  be  applied  solely  to  the  disdiarfa 

the  work,  and  to  the  place  referred  to  by  the  of  bills  carrying  interest ;  because  part  of  tiw 

author  hinlself,  if  you  have  a  mind  to  see  a  deU  due  on  seamen's  wages  must  have  bee« 

clear  detection  of  a  capital  fallacy  of  this  arti-  paid,  and  some  bills  carried  no  interest  at  afl. 

cle  in  his  account.  You  will  there  see  that  this  Notwithstanding  this,  we  find  by  an  account  of 

unfunded  debt  consists  of  the  nine  following  the  journals  of  the  house  <^  commons,  in  ths 

articles :  the  remaining  subsidy  to  the  Duke  of  following  sessions,  that  the  navy  debt,  cairyuig 

Brunswick ;  the  remaining  dedommagemerU  to  interest,  was,  on  the  31st  of  December,  17M| 

the  Landgrave  of  Hesse;   the  German  de-  no  more  than  £.1,687,442.  I  am  sure  therefim 

raands ;  the  army  and  ordnance  extraordina-  that  I  admit  too  much  when  I  admit  the  nafj 

ries ;  the  deficiencies  of  grants  and  funds ;  Mr.  debt  carrying  interest  after  the  creation  of  dM 

Touchet's  claim ;  the  debts  due  to  Nova  Scotia  navy  annuities  in  the  year  1763,  to  have  bMO 

and  Barbadoes ;  Eichequer  bills ;  and  Navy  £.2,200,000.     Add  the  exchequer  bilb ;  and 

d^t.    The  extreme  fallacy  of  this  state  cannot  the  whole  unfunded  debt  carrying  interest  wifl 

escape  any  reader  who  wUl  be  at  the  pains  to  be  (bur  millions  instead  often ;  and  the  annoil 

compare  the  interest  money,  with  which  he  interest   paid  for  it  at  4  pa  cent,  will  be 

affirms  us  to  have  been  loaded,  in  his  State  of  £.160,000.  instead  of  £.299,250.     An  errov 

Jhe  Nation,  with  the  items  of  the  principal  debt  of  no  small  magnitude,  and  whidi  could  not 

to  which  he  refers  in  his  Connderatione,    The  have  been  owing  to  inadvertency, 
reader  mint  observe,  that  of  this  long  list  of        The  misrepresentation  of  the  increase  of  dka 

nine  articles,  ody  two,  the  exchequer  bills,  and  peace  establishment  is  still  more  extraocdinuy 

part  of  the  navy  debt,  carried  any  interest  at  than  that  of  the  interest  of  the  unfunded  defac 

all.    The  first  amounted  to  £.1,800,000;  and  The  increase  is  great  undouUedly.   Howevw, 
this  undoubtedly  carried  interest.    The  whole 

navy  debt  indeed  amounted  to  £.4,576,915 ;  but  left  neither  assignees  nor  representatives.    Tba 

of  this  only  a  part  carried  interest.    The  au-  Precise  amount  of  such  sums  cannot  be  aaew- 

40, rf  A. £W«fcrj&«  &c. UU»f. u, pror.  ^^^ "^^ ^^^^^^I'^i^ZSl  ^ 

this  very  pomt  m  p,  18 ;  and  Mr.  G.  has  always  sirt  Dec.  1754,  when  the  navy  debt  was  redoosd 

defended  hin&elf  upon  the  same  ground,  for  the  nearly  as  low  as  it  could  be,  it  still  amouncad 

insuflkient  provision  he  made  for  the  discharge  »«  .1,;»6,567/.  18«.  llfd.  consisting  chierty  of 

^  .u».  j^u*     Tk-  ..».Ja*  »..»  o^  »j,..;-  ^^  articles  which  could  not  then  be  discharged  i 

of  Uiat  debt.    The  reader  may  see  their  own  gy^h  anicles  will  be  larger  now,  in  propoSob 

authonty  for  it.*  to  the  increase  of  the  establishment ;  and  so 

allowance  must  always  be  made  for  thembi 

•  **  The  navy  bills  are  not  doe  till  six  months  Judging  of  the  state  of  the  navy  debt,  thou|A 

after  they  have  been  issued ;  six  months  also  of  they  are  not  distinguishable  in  the  account.    Ih 

the  seamen's  wages  by  act  of  parliament  must  providing  for  that  which  is  payable,  the  princh 

be,  and  in  consequence  of  the  rules  prescribed  pal  object  of  the  legislature  is  always  to  dls* 

bT  that  act,  twelve  months*  wages  generally,  and  charge  the  bills,  for  they  are  the  greatest  aitt 

eAenmuch  more  are  retained ;  and  there  has  been  cle  ;  they  bear  an  interest  of  4  per  cent.  /  and» 

besides  at  all  times  a  large  arrear  of  pay,  which,  when  the  quantity  of  them  is  large,  they  are  a 

tbough  kept  in  the  account,  could  never  be  Heavy  incumbrance  upon  all  money 

dafaned,  the  persons  to  whom  It  was  doa  havinf  tlons.** 
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4e  autfaoi  finds  no  fault  with  it,  and  urges  it 

9ttf  as  a  nutter  of  argument  to  support  the 

slniife  chimerical  proposals  he  is  to  make  us 

ia  die  dose  of  his  moA  for  the  increase  of  reyc- 

HB,  The  greater  he  made  that  establishmonti 

4t  stronger  he  expected  to  stand  in  argument: 

te,  whatever  he  expected  or  proposed,  he 

Aooid  havo  stated  the  matter  fairly.    He  tells 

■  that  this  establishment  is  near  £.1,500,000. 

thao  it  was  in  1762,  1753,  and  other 

of  peace.     This  he  has  done  in  his 

■sal  Biaiuier,  by  assertion,  without  troubling 

elf  either  with  proof  or  probability.    For 

Ih  has  HOC  given  us  any  state  of  the  peace  esta- 

in  the  years  1753  and  1754,  the  time 

he  means  to  compare  with  the  present. 

As  I  am  obliged  to  force  him  to  that  precision, 

im  which  he  always  flies  as  from  his  most 

JhiHWiwis  raemy,  I  have  been  at  the  trouble 

to  snrch  the  journals  in  the  period  between  the 

two  last  wars :  and  I  find  that  the  peace  esta- 

klkhmeBt,  consisting  of  the  navy,  the  wdnance, 

aad  the  several  incidental  expenses,  amotmted 

b£Jl,S46^.     Now   is   this   writer   wild 

to  imagine,  that  the  peace  establish- 

of  1764  and  the  subsequent  years,  made 

^  fcr  the  same  articles,  is  £  .3;800,000.  and 

Wfmudmi  His  assertion  however  go^  to  this. 

Bat  I  must  take  the  liberty  of  correcting  him 

h  dns  gross  mistake,  and  from  an  authori^  he 

efiise,  from  his  favourite  work,  and 

vmhiori^,  the  Considerations.    We 

I,  p.  4S,*  Uie  peace  establishment  of 

nU  and  176}  stated  at  £.3,609,700.     This  is 

nmr  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  less  than 

(Mtpven  in  The  State  of  the  Nation.    But 

this,  in  order  to  render  the  articles 

the  peace  establishment  in  the 

oorrespendent,  (for  otherwise  they 

;  be  oompared,)  we  must  deduct  first,  his 

■lidesof  the  deficiency  of  land  and  malt,  which 

■■ovt  to  £  J00,000.    They  certainly  are  no 

part  of  the  establiriiment;  nor  are  they  inchided 


in  that  sum,  which  I  have  stated  above  for  the 
establishment  in  the  time  of  the  former  peace. 
If  thoy  were  proper  to  be  stated  at  all,  they 
ought  to  be  stated  in  both  accounts.  We  must 
also  deduct  the  deficiencies  of  funds,  £.202,400. 
These  deficiencies  are  the  difference  between 
the  interest  charged  on  the  public  for  monies 
borrowed,  and  the  produce  of  the  taxes  laid  for 
the  discharge  of  that  interest.  Annual  provi- 
sion is  indeed  to  be  made  for  them  by  parlia- 
ment: but  in  the  inquiry  before  us,  which  is  only 
what  charge  is  brought  on  the  public  by  inter- 
est paid  or  to  be  paid  for  money  borrowed,  the 
utmost  that  the  author  should  do,  is  to  bring 
into  the  account  the  full  interest  for  all  that 
money.  This  he  has  done  in  p.  15 ;  and  he 
repeats  it  in  p.  18,  the  very  page  I  am  now 
examining,  £is,614,392.  To  comprehend  af- 
terwards in  the  peace  establishment  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  fund  created  for  pa3rmcnt  c£  that 
interest,  would  be  laying  twice  to  the  account 
of  the  war  part  of  the  same  sum.  Suppose  ten 
millions  borrowed  at  4  per  otni.  and  the  fimd 
for  pajrment  of  the  interest  to  produce  no  more 
than  £.200,000.  The  whole  amiual  charge  oa 
the  public  is  £.400,000.  It  can  be  no  more. 
But  to  charge  the  interest  in  one  part  of  the 
amount,  and  then  the  deficiency  in  the  other, 
wouki  be  charging  £.600,000.  The  deficiency 
of  funds  must  therefore  be  also  deducted  from 
the  peace  establidmient  in  the  Considerations ; 
and  then  the  peace  estaUishment  in  that  author 
will  be  redui^  to  the  same  articles  with  those 
included  in  the  sum  I  have  already  mentioned 
for  the  peace  establishment  before  the  last  war, 
in  the  year  1753,  and  1754. 

Peace  establishment  in  the  Consi- 
derations,   ------     £.3,609,700 

Deduct  deficiency  of  land  and 
malt, 900,000 

Ditto  of  fimds     -    -    -    202,400 

502,400 


•  Wavy 


__  1  foor  American  fovernments 
Oeosral  surveys  In  America  - 
Feondlinc  Hospital 
TeikeAmcan  committee 
FsriiM  dvll  establishment  on  ) 
ikseoastofAlrka  $ 

^fpi^tm     •       •       •       ■       * 

Psicisnfy  of  land  and  malt 
DeSdsncT  of  fluids 
SAnormurIss  of  tlis  armyi 


1,450,900 

1,968,600 

174,000 

19,900 

1,000 

88,000 

18,000 

5,500 

100,000 
800,000 
903,400 

85,000 


Peace  establiriiment  before  the  late 
war,  in  which  no  deficiencies  of 
land  and  malt,  or  funds  are  in- 
cluded    ------- 


3,107,900 


2,346,594 


Difference  £.760,706 


Being  about  half  the  sum  which  our  author  has 

been  pleased  to  suppose  it. 
Let  us  put  ^  whole  together.  The 
author  states, 
Total  £  .8,009,700    Difference  of  peace  establudiment 

h<^reai>4niKethewar    -    -     1,500,000 
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Interest  of  debt  contracted  by  the 
war    - £^,614,892 


The  real  difference  in 
the  peace  ntablish- 
mentifl    •    -    •      -      700,706 

The  actual  interest  of 
the  funded  debt,  in- 
cluding that  charg- 
ed on  the  sinking 
fund     -     2^16,648 

The  actual  in- 
terest of  un- 
funded debt 
at  most,       160,000 

Total  interest  of  debt 
contracted  by  the 
war 2,476,642 


4,114,892 


Increase  of  peace  establishments, 
and  interest  of  new  debt,    -     -     3,296,348 


Errour  of  the  author,  £  .878>14 
It  is  true,  the  cxtraordinaries  of  the  army 
have  been  found  considerably  greater  than  (he 
author  of  the  Considerations  was  pleased  to 
foretel  they  would  be.  The  author  of  The  Pre- 
■ent  Stale  avails  himself  of  that  increase,  and, 
finding  it  suit  his  purpose,  sets  the  whole  down 
in  the  peace  establislunent  of  the  present  times. 
If  this  is  allowed  him,  his  errour  perhaps  may 
be  reduced  to  £.700,000.  But  I  doubt  the 
author  of  the  Considerations  will  not  thank  him 
for  admitting  £.200,000  and  upwards  as  the 
peace  establishment  fur  extraordinaries,  when 
that  author  has  so  much  laboured  U*  confins 
them  within  £35,000. 

These  are  some  of  the  capital  fallacies  of 
the  author.  To  break  the  thread  of  my  dis- 
course as  little  as  possible,  I  have  thrown  into 
the  margin  many  instances,  though  Grod  knows 
far  from  the  whole,  of  his  inaccuracies,  incon- 
sistencies, and  want  of  common  care.  I  think 
myself  oUiged  to  take  some  notice  of  them,  in 
order  to  take  off  frtmi  any  authority  this  writer 
may  hare ;  and  to  put  an  end  to  the  deference 
which  careless  men  are  apt  to  pay  to  one  who 
boldly  arrays  his  accounts,  and  marshals  his 
figures,  in  perfect  confidence  that  their  correct- 
ness will  never  be  examined.** 

•  Upon  the  money  borrowed  in  1780,  Che  pre- 
rolum  of  one  per  cent,  was  for  31  years,  not  for 
90 ;  this  annuity  has  been  paid  eight  years  instead 
of  seven  ;  the  sum  poia  is  therefore  £.640,000 
Instead  of  560,000;  the  remainlnf  term  Is 
worth  10  years  and  a  quirter  instead  orl  1  years  ;f 

1  ■■•  Shim*  aad  DtStm. 


However,  for  argument,  I  am  content  to 
take  his  state  of  it.  The  debt  was  and  is  enor- 
mous. The  war  was  expensive.  The  best 
CBCODomy  had  not  perhaps  been  used.  But  I 
must  observe,  that  war  and  oeconomy  are  things 
not  easily  reconciled ;  and  that  the  attempt  of 
leaning  towards  parsinumy  in  such  a  state  may 
be  the  worst  management,  and  in  the  end  tha 
wont  oBconomy  in  the  world ,  hazarding  the  tola, 
loss  of  all  the  charge  incurred,  and  of  tmrj 
thing  along  wiA  it. 

But  ad  bmo  all  this  detail  of  our  debt  7  hll 
the  author  given  a  single  li^t  towards  any 
material  reduction  of  it  ?  Not  a  glimmeiiii|i 
We  diaU  see  in  its  place  what  sort  of  thing  M 
proposes.  But  before  he  commences  his  ope- 
rations,  in  order  to  scare  the  public  imagiiMfc" 
tion,  he  raises  by  art  magic  a  thick  nusCbefa* 
our  eyes,  throu^  which  glare  the  moat  fjtita/Aj 
and  horrible  {^lantoms : 

Hunc  igilur  terrorem  anlmi  tenebrasqua  DS 

cease  est, 
Non  radii  soils,  neque  lucida  tela  diel 
Discutiant,  sed  nature  species  latloqua. 

Let  us  theref]j>re  calmly,  if  we  can  for  thefirifht 
into  whidi  he  has  put  us,  (^ypreeiate  thaw 

its  value  Is  £.820,000  Instead  of  £.809,009} 
and  the  whole  value  of  that  premium  ii 
£.1,160,000,  instead  of  £.1 ,440,000.  The  like 
errours  are  observable  in  his  computation  on  tha 
additional  capital  of  three  per  cent  on  the  loan 
of  that  year.  In  like  manner,  on  tho  loan  of 
1763,  the  author  compotes  on  five  yean*  pay 
mem  instead  of  bIj^  ;  and  says  in  express  tarms, 
that  take  5  from  19,  and  there  remains  13.  Thsae 
are  not  errours  of  tlie  pen  or  the  press ;  tha  aa- 
vera!  computations  pursued  in  this  part  of  tka 
work  with  great  diligence  and  earnestness  mm 
them  errours  upon  much  deliberation.  Thfli 
the  iftremlums  in  1759  are  cast  up  £.90,000  too 
little,  an  errour  in  the  first  rule  of  arlthmadc 
*'  The  annuities  borrowed  in  1756  and  1756 anL" 
says  he,  "to  continue  till  redeemed  by  parUa-  ' 
menu"  He  does  not  take  notice  that  the  fini 
are  irredeemable  till  February  1771,  tha  oChar 
till  July  1783.  In  this  the  amount  6f  tha  pf*> 
miums  is  computed  on  the  time  which  they  have 
run.  Weakly  and  ignorantly;  for  he  might 
have  added  to  this,  and  strengthened  bla  azvu 
roent,  such  as  it  is,  by  chargfni^  also  the  tum 
of  the  addiiional  one  per  cent,  from  the  day  mi 
which  he  wrote  to,  at  least  that  day  on  whleh 
these  annuities  become  redeemable.  To  naka 
ample  amends,  however,  he  has  added  to  tha 
premiums  of  15  per  cent,  in  1759,  and  thret 
per  cent,  in  1760,  the  annuity  paid  fbr  them 
since  their  commencement ;  the  fallacy  of  whkh 
is  manifest ;  for  the  premiums  In  theae  eaaea 
can  be  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  addltkMkal 
ca]9ital  for  which  the  public  stands  engaged,  and 
Is  lust  the  same  whether  five  or  500  yean*  an* 
nulty  has  been  paid  for  it  In  julTace  Mfa,  no 
man  persuades  himself  that  ha  luui  b;>rrowad 
£.900,  t)ecau8e  he  happens  to  Lave  paid  9i 
years*  interest  on  loan  oi£.100 
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#e«dfiil  ind  deformed  gorgoos  and  hydru, 
•hich  inhabit  the  joyleas  regions  of  an  imagi- 
■ation,  fruitful  in  nothing  but  the  prodoctioa 
■  monsters. 

His  whole  representatifm  is  founded  on  the 
■y[  neril  operation  of  our  debt,  upon  our  manu- 
btlorcs,  and  our  trade.    To  this  cause  he 
ittributits  a  certain  supposed  deamess  of  the 
of  life,  which  must  compel  our 
I  to  enifigrate  to  cheaper  countries, 
partknlarly  to  France,  and  with  them  the  ma- 
■Acmre.     Thence   consumption  declining, 
md  with  it  rerenue.    He  will  not  permit  the 
ntl  balance  of  our  trade  to  be  estimated  so 
UA  as  £.£,500,000;  and  the  interest  of  the 
MM  to  foreigners   carries   off*  £.1,500,000 
tf  that  balance.    France  is  not  in  the  same 
Then   follow   his   waitings   and 
which  he  renews  over  aod  over, 
to  his  custom — a  declining  trade, 
lad  dacreasing  specie — on  the  point  of  be- 
eoBUDg  tributary  to  France— of  losing  Ire- 
knl— of  baring  tlie  colonies  torn  away  from  us. 
Tba  first  thing  upon  which  I  shall  observe  is,* 
what  he  takes  for  granted  as  the  clearest  of  all 
fnpdaitions,  the  emigration  of  our  manufao- 
ttRs  to  France.    I  undertake  to  say  that  this 
— uliiai  b  totally  groundless,  and  I  challenge 
4s  aatbor  to  bring  any  sort  of  proof  of  it.    If 
Briig  ii  die^>er  in  France,  that  is,  to  be  had 
fbr  Mi  apacie,  wages  are  proportionably  lower. 
p,  let  the  living  be  what  it  will, 
known  to  fly  fbr  refuge  to  low  wages, 
iitbe  first  thing  which  attracts  him.  Ac- 
cariiBgly  our  wages  attract  artificers  from  all 
puts  ^tbe  worU.    From  two  shillings  to  one 
(,  is  a  faD,  in  all  men's  imaginations, 
•  calculation  upon  a  difference  in  the 
pviee  of  the  necessaries  of  life  can  compensate. 
Btt  k  win  be  hard  to  prove,  that  a  French 
is   better  fed,  clothed,  lodged,  and 
than  one  in  England ;  for  that  is  the 
andtbe  only  sense,  of  living  cheaper. 
I^  in  troth  and  fact,  our  artificer  fares  as  well 
ii  al  tfaase  respects  as  one  in  the  same  state  in 
Flmneo— bow  stands  the  matter  in  point  of 
•pUoB  and  prejudice,  the  ^ings  by  which 
MB^  in  that  class  of  life  are  chiefly  actuated? 
Tbt  idea  of  our  common  people,  concerning 
Wsnch  living,  is  dreadful ;  altogether  as  dread- 
fid  aa  oar  author's  can  possibly  be  of  the  state 
tfUs  own  country;  a  way  of  thinking  that 
*9  hardly  ever  prevail  on  them  to  desert  to 
FbBDe.t 

•P.  M,  SI,  83. 

fla  a  course  of  years  a  few  manuractu* 
NTS  bavs  been  templed  abroad,  not  by  cheap 
Ktef ,  boi  by  Immense  premiums,  to  sec  up  as 

Vol.  1.-8 


But,  leaving  the  author's  speculations,  th# 
fiict  is,  that  they  have  not  deserlbd ;  and  of 
course  the  manufiu^ture  cannot  be  departed,  or 
departing,  with  them.  I  am  not  indeed  able  to 
get  at  aU  the  details  of  our  manufactures; 
diough,  I  think,  I  have  taken  full  as  much 
pains  for  that  purpose  as  our  author.  Some  I 
have  by  me ;  and  they  do  not  hitherto,  thank 
God,  support  the  author's  complaint,  unless  a 
vast  increase  of  the  quantity  of  goods  manu- 
factured be  a  proof  of  k>sing  the  manufacture. 
On  a  view  of  the  registers  in  the  west  riding  of 
Yorkshire,  for  three  years  before  the  war,  and 
for  the  three  last,  it  appears,  that  the  quanti- 
ties of  cloths  entered  were  as  follow : 


1762, 
1763, 
1764, 


Pieces  broad. 
60,724 
66,968 
66,070 


Pieces  narrow. 
72,442 
71,618 
72,394 


172,132 


216,464 


1765, 

1766, 
1767, 


Pieces 
broad. 
64,660 
72,676 
102,428 


8  years,  ending  1767,    -    229,663 
8  years,  ending  1764,    -    172,162 


Pieces 

narrow. 

77,419 

78,898 

78,819 

236,131 
216,464 


Increase,       67,611    -     18,677 


In  this  manner  this  capital  branch  of  manu- 
facture has  increased,  under  the  increase  dt 
taxes ;  and  this  not  from  a  declining,  but  from 
a  greatly  flourishing  period  of  commerce.  I 
may  say  the  same  on  the  best  authori^  of  the 
fabric  of  thin  goods  at  Halifax ;  of  the  bays  at 
Rochdale ;  and  of  that  infinite  variety  of  admi- 
rable manufactures  that  grow  and  extend  every 
year  among  the  spirited^  inventive,  and  enter 
prising  traders  of  Manciiestcr. 

A  trade  sometimes  seems  to  perish  when  it 
only  assumes  a  different  form.  Thus  the 
coarsest  woollens  were  formerly  exported  in 
great  quantities  to  Russia.  The  Russians 
now  supply  themselves  with  these  goods.  But 
the  export  thither  of  finer  cloths  baa  increased 
in  proportion  aa  the  othei  has  declined.  Pos- 
sibly some  parts  of  the  kingdom  may  have  felt 
something  like  a  languor  in  business.    Objects 

masters,  and  to  introduce  the  manufacture.  This 
miut  happen  in  every  country  eminent  fbr  the 
skill  of  its  artificers,  and  has  nothing  tods  willi 
taxes  and  the  |vice  cf  provlstons 
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ike  trade  and  manufikcture,  which  the  very  temporary  excise  granted  in  the  reign  of 

attempt  to  confine -would  certainly  destroy,  fre-  the  Second,  whose  object  is  that  of  mo 

qnently  change  their  place ;  and  thereby,  far  new  impoaitions,  from  two  areragea, 

ftom  being  lost,  are  oflen  highly  in^>roved.  eight  years. 
Thus  some  manufactures  have  decayed  in  the 

west  and  south,  which  have  nude  new  and  Average,  first  period,  eight  years  end- 
more  Tigorous  dioots  when  transplanted  into  iAgl754,    -----••£. 
the  north.    And  here  it  is  impossible  to  pass  Ditto,  second  period,  eight  years  end- 
by,  though  the  author  has  said  nothing  upon  it,  ing  1767,      ---..- 
the  vast  addition  to  the  mass  of  British  trade, 

which  has  been  made  by  the  inq>rovement  of  Increase,  i 
Scotland.  What  does  he  think  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  city  of  Glasgow,  and  of  the  manu-  I  ha?e  taken  these  averages  as  inch 
factures  of  Paisley  and  all  the  adjacent  coun-  each  a  war  and  a  peace  period ;  tlie 
try  ?  has  this  any  thing  like  the  deadly  aspect  fore  the  imposition  of  the  new  duties,  t 
and  /octet  ITtppocratica  which  the  false  diag-  since  those  impositions ;  and  such  is  t 
Bostic  of  our  state  physician  has  given  to  our  of  the  oldest  .branch  of  the  revenue  fir 
trade  in  general  ?  has  he  not  heard  of  the  iron  sumption.  Besides  the  acquisitioa  of; 
works  of  such  magnitude  even  in  their  cradle  new,  this  article,  to  speak  of  no  od 
which  are  set  up  on  the  Carron,  and  which  at  rather  increased  under  the  pressure  of 
the  same  time  have  drawn  nothing  from  Shef-  additional  taxes  to  which  the  author  is 
field,  Birmingham,  or  Wolvertiampton  ?  to  attribute  its  destruction.    But  as  d» 

This  might  perhaps  be  enough  to  shew  the  has  make  his  grand  efibrt  against  thoa 

entire  falsity  of  the  complaint  concerning  the  rate,  judicious,  and  necessary  levisa 

decline  of  our  manufactures.    But  every  step  support  all  the  dignity,  the  credit, 

we  advance,  this  matter  clears  up  more ;  and  power  of  his  country,  the  reader  wifl  < 

the  false  terrours  of  the  author  are  dissipated,  little  further  detail  on  this  subject; 

and  fade  away  «s  the  light  appears.    "  The  may  see  how  little  oppressive  those  ti 

trade  and  mannfiictures  of  this  country  (says  on  the  shouUers  of  the  public,  with  i 

he)  going  to  ruin,  tfnd  a  dlmlnutioQ  of  our  rn>e«  labours  so  earnestly  to  load  its  imag 

nus/rom  oon$unqition  must  attend  the  loss  of  so  For  this  purpose  we  take  the  state  oft! 

many  seamen  and  artificers.*'     Nothing  more  cific  article  upon  which  the  two  capj 

true  than  the  general  observation :    nothing  thens  of  the  war  leaned  the  most  imiiM 

more  false  than  Its  application  to  our  clrcum-  by  the  additional  duties  on  malt,  an 

stances.     Let  the  revenue   on  consumption  beer, 
^peak  for  Itsrif : 

Average  of  strong  beer,  brewed  in 

Average  of  net  excise,  since  the  new  eight  years  before  the  additional 

duties,  three  years  ending  1767,  £.4,590,734  malt  and  beer  duties,      -    -    -    8, 

Ditto  before  the  new  duties,  three  Average  of  strong  beer,  eight  years 

years  ending  1769,    ....    S,S61,694        since  the  duties, 4, 

Average  Increase,  £.1,929,040  Increase  in  the  last  period. 

Here  is  no  diminution.     Here  Is,  on  the  Hero  is  the  effect  of  two  such  darin 

contrary,  an  Immense  Increase.    This  is  ow-  as  Sd.  by  the  bushel  additional  on  m 

Ing,  I  shall  be  told,  to  the  new  duties,  which  Si.  by  the  barrel  additional  on  beer, 

may  increase  the  total  bulk,  but  at  the  same  impositions  laid,  without  remission  oc 

time  may  make  some  diminution  of  the  pr(^  the  neck  of  the  other ;  and  laid  upon  m 

duce  of  the  old.    Were  this  the  &ct,  it  would  which  befiire  had  been  Immensely  loaded 

be  fiir  from  supporting  the  author's  complaint,  did  not  In  the  least  Impair  the  consump 

It  might  have  proved  that  the  burthen  lay  rather  has  grown  under  them.    It  appears  tlu 

too  heavy ;  but  It  would  never  prove  that  the  the  whole,  the  people  did  not  feel  so  n 

revenuejiwn  oonmmpihn  was  Impaired,  which  convenience  from  the  new  duties  as  ti 

it  was  his  business  to  do.   But  what  Is  the  real  them  to  take  refuge  in  the  private  h 

fiict  7  Let  us  take,  as  the  best  Instance  for  the  dulte  the  contrary  happened  in  botJ 

purpose,  the  produce  of  the  old  hereditary  and  req>ects  in  the  reign  of  King  William : 
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lappimiwi  from  much  slighter  impositioiif.*  ports  was  between  44  and  45  millions.    In  the 

No  iMople  can  long  consume  a  commoditjr  for  three  years  preceding  the  war,  it  was  no  more 

which  they  are  not  well  able  to  pay.    An  than  from  S6  to  S6  millions.    The  average 

Mligfatened  reader  laughs  at  the  inconsistent  balance  of  the  ibrmer  period  was  £.3,706,000, 

dhimeim  of  our  author,  of  a  people  univeisally  of  the  latter,  something  above  four  millions.  It 

lunrioiis,  and  at  the  same  time  oppressed  with  »  true,  that  whilst  Uie  impressions  of  the 

turn  and  declining  in  trade.    For  my  part,  I  author's  destructive  war  continued,  our  trade 

onnoi  look  oo  these  duties  as  the  author  does,  was  greater  than  it  is  at  present.    One  of  the 

He  sees  nothing  but  the  burthen.    I  can  per-  necessary  consequences  of  the  peace  was,  that 

ttin  the  burthoi  as  well  as  he ;  but  I  cannot  France  must  gradually  recover  a  part  of  those 

a»wd  eontemplating  also  the  strength  that  sup-  markets  of  which  ^e  had  been  originally  in 

■orta  it.    From  thence  I  draw  the  most  com-  possession.    However,  after  all  these  deduo- 

Ibdabte  assurances  of  the  future  vigour,  and  tions,  still  the  gross  trade  in  the  worst  year  of 

4s  an|>le  reaourras,  of  this  great  misrepre-  the  present  is  better  than  in  the  best  year  of 

MBlad  country ;  and  can  never  prevail  on  my*  any  former  period  of  peace.    A  very  great 

wit  to  make  complaints  which  have  no  cause,  part  of  our  taxes,  if  not  the  greatest,  has  been 

is  oder  lo  raise  hopes  which  have  no  founda-  imposed  since  the  beginning  of  the  century.  On 

dn.  the  author's  principles,  this  continual  increase 

When  a  representation  is  built  on  truth  and  of  taxes  must  have  ruined  our  trade,  or  at  least 

coe  member  supports  the  other,  and  entirely  checked  its  growth.    But  I  have  a 

lights  are  given  and   received  from  manuscript  of  Davenant,  which  c<»tains  an 

put.    Thus,  as  our  manufacturers  have  abstract  of  our  trade  for  the  years  1703  and 

Mdsaerted,  nor  the  manufacture  left  us,  nor  1704;   by  which  it  appears,  that  the  whole 

4t  cooMimption  declined,  nor  the    revenue  export  fimn  England  did    not   Aen    exceed 

Mk;  00  neither  has  trade,  which  is  at  once  £.6,552,019.     It  is  now   considerably  more 

4treault,  measure,  and  cause  of  the  whole,  in  than  double  that  amount.    Tet  England  was 

As  leasit  decayed,  as  our  author  has  thought  then  a  rich  and  flourishing  nation. 

ynptr  sometimes  to  affirm,  constantly  to  sup-  The  author  endeavours  to  derogate  from  the 

pose,  ao  if  it  were  the  most  indisputable  of  all  balance  in  our  ftivour  as  it  stands  on  the  en- 

The  reader  will  see  below  the  tries,  and  reduces  it  from  four  millions  as  it 

state  of  our  tradef  in  three  of  the  there  appears  to  no  more  than  £.2,500,000. 

before  our  increase  of  debt  and  His  observation  on  the  looseness  and  inaccu- 

,  and  with  it  the  three  last  years  since  the  racy  of  the  export  entries  is  just ;  and  that  the 

date  of  our  ruin.  orrour  is  always  an  errour  of  excess,  I  readily 


fia  the  last  thr^  years  the  whole  of  our  ex-  admit.    But  because,  as  usual,  he  has  wholly 

omitted  some  very  material  facts,  his  conclusion 

•  Although  the  public  brewery  has  consider,  is  as  erroneous  as  the  entries  he  complains  of. 

jk^  increaaed  in  this  lauer  period,  the  nro-  Qn  this  point  of  the  custom-house  entries  I 

iaoe  of  tbe  malt  tax  has  been  somethmg  less  i   „      •       r       u.        *•          i  *  rru    •     ^ 

han  in  the  former ;  this  cannot  be  attributed  to  «»"'  °»«?  *  "^  observaUons.   1st,  The  inao- 

^  new  malt  tax.    Had  this  been  the  cause  of  curacy  of  these  entnes  can  extend  only  t) 

As  leaseoed  consumption,  the  public  brewery,  Free  Gooim,  that  is,  to  such  British  products 

"  ■»«*"»<>"  burthened,  roust  have  felt  it  ^j  numufactures,   as  are  exported  without 

Bora.    Tbe  cause  ofihis  diminution  of  the  malt     j_    .     u      j  ^:.k •  iw..».*»  .  »k:^k  j<v  .». 

MX,  I  take  to  have  been  principally  owing  to  drawback  and  without  bounty ;  which  do  not 

Iks  greater  deamess  of  com  In  the  second  pe-  m  general  amount  to  more  than  two-thirds  at 

ilad  than  in  the  first,  which,  in  all  its  conse-  the  very  utmost  <^  the  whole  e:q>ort  even  of 

Mees,  affected  the   people  in  the  country  ^  ^^^  ororfucto.    The  valuable  articles  of 

•ach  more  than  those  in  the  towns.    But  the     ^         _  u     i    .u^     u i^—    -«j    ^.~. 

mnnn  from  consumption  was  not  on  the  «o™»  "^«»  IcBXhtty  hops,  beer,  and  many 
fhala  Impaired,  as  we  have  seen  in  the  fore*  others,  do  not  come  under  this  objection  of  in- 
uring page.  accuracy.  The  article  ofGEanncATE  Gocom 


Total  imports,  value, 

Exports,  ditto 
.     £.11,694,912 

I7«.       .     £.7,889,389 

1764. 

.     £.10,819,946 

.    £.16,164,532 

17da.       .         8,6-25,029 

12,943,604 

1765. 

10,889,742 

14,550,507 

I7M.       .         8,093,472 

11,787,828 

1766. 

11,475,825 

14,034,964 

TMal,        £.24,607,870 


35,726,844 
24,C07,870 

Total, 

£.32,685,513       . 

44,740,003 
32,685,513 

11,116,474 

Exports  exceed. 

12,054,490 

Medium  balance,  £.8,700,158      Medium  balance  for  8  last  years,    £.4,018.  t6| 
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re-exported,  a  vast  branch  of  our  oommeroe,  beneficial  branch  of  commerce?  noting 

admits   of  no  errour,  (except  some  smaller  Examine  our  imports  from  thence ;  it  m 

frauds  which  cannot  be  estimated,)  as  thev  upoothis  vulgar  idea  of  exports  and  imports,  to 

have  all  a  drawback  of  duty,  and  the  exporter  turn  the  balance  against  you.    But  your  €»• 

must  therefore  correctly  specify  their  quaoti^  ports  to  NewfoundUmd  are  your  own  goods. 

and  kind.    The  author  therefore  is  not  war-  Tour  import  is  your  own  food ;  as  much  ymv 

ranted  from  the  known  errour  in  some  of  the  own,  as  that  you  raise  with  your  plou^  out  of 

entries,  to  make  a  general  defidcation  from  the  your  own  soil ;  and  not  your  loss,  but 

whole  balance  in   our  favour.     This  errour  gain;  your  riches,  not  your  poverty.    Bat 

cannot  affect  more  than  half,  if  so  much,  of  the  fallacious  is  this  way  of  judging,  that  neid 

export  article.    Sdly,  In  tlie  account  made  up  the  export  nor  import,  nor  both  together,  tmHf 

at  the  inspector  gen«ral*8  (^ice,  they  estimate  an)   idea   approadiing   to   adequate  <£  uwl 

only  the  original  cost  of  British  products  as  branch  of  business.    The  vessels  in  that  trad* 

they  are  here  purchased ;  and  <»  foreign  goods,  go  straight  fixmi  Newfoundland  to  the  fnrsi|p 

only  the  prices  in  the  country  from  whence  market;  and  the  sale  there,  not  the  iin|Mifft 

they  are  sent.    This  wa^the  method  estsp  here,  is  the  measure  of  its  value.    Thattrida^ 

blishod  by  Mr.  Davenant;  and,  as  far  as  it  whidi  is  one  of  y6ur  greatest  and  beat,  if 

goes,  it  certainly  is  a  good  one.     But  the  hardly  so  much  as  seen  in  the  custom-hooss 

profits  of  the  merchant  at  home,  and  of  our&o-  entries;  and  it  is  not  of  less  annual  value  to 

lories  abroad,  are  not  taken  into  the  account:  this  nation  than £.400,000.  6thly,  The  quali^ 

which  profit  on  such  an  immense  quantity  of  of  your  imports  must  be  considered  as  wdl  as 

goods  exported  and  re-exported  cannot  fail  of  the  quantity.    To  state  the  whole  <^  the  fbrebpi 

being  very  great:  five  percent,  upon  the  whole,  import  ai  lom^  is  exceedingly  absurd.    All  foi 

I  should  think  a  very  moderate  allowance.  Sdly,  iron,  hemp,  flax,  coUon,  Spanish  wool,  nsr 

It  does  not  comprehend  the  advantage  arising  silk,  woollen  and  linen  yam,  which  we  impoiti 

from  the  employment  of  600,000  tons  of  ship-  are  by  no  means  to  be  considered  as  the  nnlllr 

ping,  which  must  be  paid  by  the  foreign  coo-  of  a  merely  luxurious  consumption ;  whicb  ii 

Bumer,  and  which,  in  many  bulky  articles  of  the  idea  too  generally  and  loosely  annexed,  to 

commerce,  is  equal  to  the  value  of  the  commo-  our  import  article.    These  above-mentkaisd 

dity.    This  can  scarcely  be  rated  at  less  than  are  materials  of  industry,  not  of  luxury,  which 

a  million  annually.    4thly,  The  whole  import  are  wrought  up  here*  in  many  instances^  lo  Ifli 

from  Ireland  and  America,  and  from  the  West  times,  and  more,  of  their  original  value.  Bf<ift 

Indies,  is  set  against  us  in  the  ordinary  way  of  where  they  are  not  subservient  to  our  e^orti, 

striking  a  balance  of  imports  and  exports;  they  still  add  to  our  internal  wealth,  wUoh 

whereas  the  in^iort  and  export  are  both  our  consists  in  the  stock  of  useful  commodilieS|  as 

own.     This  is  just  as  ridiculous,   as  to  put  much  as  in  gold  and  silver.     In  looking  orw 

against  the  general  balance  of  the  nation,  how  the  specific  articles  of  our  export  and  import,  1 

much  more    goods   Cheshire    receives  from  have  often  been  astonished  to  see  for  how  aaifl 

London,  than  London  from  Cheshire.    The  a  part  of  the  supply  of  our  c<xuumption,  eiAir 

whole   revolves  and  circulates  through   this  luxurious  or  convenient,  we  are  indebted  Is 

'iingdom,  and  is,  so  frur  as  it  regards  our  profit,  nations  properly  foreign  to  us. 
in  the  nature  of  home  trade,  as  much  as  if  the        These  considerations  are  entir^^ly  psassd 

severalcountriesof  America  and  Ireland  were  over  by  the  author;  they  have  been  but  too 

all  pieced  to  Cornwall.  The  course  of  exchange  much  neglected  by  most  who  have  ^lecvdMtod 

with  all  these  places  is  fully  sufficient  to  de-  on  this  subject.    But  they  ought  never  to  be 

monstrate  that  this  kingdom  has  the  whole  ad-  omitted  by  those  who  mean  to  come  to  oay 

vantage  of  their  commerce.    When  the  final  thing  like  the  true  state  of  the  British  r    ' 

profit  upon  a  whole  system  of  trade  rests  and  They  compensate,  and  they  more  than 

centers  in  a  certain  place,  a  balance  strudc  in  pemate,  every  thing  which  the  author  cam 

that  place  merely  on  the  mutual  sale  of  com-  off  with  any  appearance  of  reason  for  the  oi 

moditia  is  quite  fiiUacious.    5lh]y,  The  cus-  entry  of  British  goods ;  and  thoy  restore  to  oi 

tom-house  entries  furnish  a  most  defective,  and  that  bdance  of  four  millions,  which  the  author 

indeed  ridiculous  idea,  of  the  most  valuable  has  thought  proper  on  such  a  very  poor  and 

branch  of  trade  we  have  in  the  world,  that  with  limited  comprehension  of  the  object  to  redooc 

Newibondland.     Observe  what    you   export  to  £.2,500,000. 

thither  \  a  little  spirits,  provision,  fishing  lines.        In  general  this  author  is  so  circumstaaoed 

and  fishing  hodcs.    Is  this  eaiport  the  true  idea  that  to  support  his  theory  he  is  obliged  to  ••• 

«f  the  Newfoundlaod  trade  in  the  light  of  a  suose  his  facts:  and  thco,  if  you  sUow  hh 
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l^dMy  they  wll  not  support  his  oondusioos.  jxr  quarter  in  Loodoo,  dear?*  He  must  know 

What  if  all  be  sajs  of  the  state  of  this  balance  that  fuel  (an  object  of  the  highest  order  in  the 

were  true  ?  did  not  the  same  objections  alwajs  necessaries  of  life,  and  of  the  first  necessi^  is 

ie  to  custom-house  entries  ?  do  they  defalcate  almost  erery  kind  of  manufacture)  is  in  many 

■Mire  from  the  entries  of  1766  than  Srota  those  of  our  provmces  cheaper  than  m  any  part  cf 

ti  1764  ?    If  they  prove  us  mined,  we  were  the  dobe.    Meat  is  on  the  whole  not  exce^ 

always  ruined.     Some  ravens   have  always  sively  dear,  whatever  its  price  may  be  at  par* 

iMle«l  croaked  out  this  kind  of  song.    They  ticular  times  and  firom  particular  accidents.  If 

kun  a  malignant  deli^  in  presaging  mis-  it  has  had  any  thing  like  an  uniibrm  rise,  this 

(hid^  wiien  they  are  not  employed  in  doing  enhancement  may  easily  be  proved  not  to  be 

iu  they  are  miserable  and  disappointed  fit  owing  to  the  increase  of  taxes,  but  to  uniform 

fi^  instance  of  the  public  prosperity.    They  increase  of  consumption  and  of  m<»ey.   Dimi* 

Moiook  us  like  the  malevolent  being  of  the  nish  the  latter,  and  meat  in  your  markets  will 

prost:                               .  be  sufficiently  cheap  in  account,  but  much 

dearer  in  effect:  because  fewer  will  be  in  a 

— iSltonidaconspicit  arcem  condition  to  buy.    Thus  your  apparent  plenty 

»SSi*'.2'^°!2;?ir/"**.''*'*i.^l""**""  V»  ^yi  b«    ^«^1    indigence.     At  present,   even 

vtiqae  tenet  lacrymas  »|iila  nil  lacrymabile  ,     .                 j-    j      »         .u          Lra    u 

carnk.  under  temporary  disadvantages,  the  use  of  flesh 

is  greater  hero  than  any  where  else ;  it  is  con- 
It  bin  this  spirit  that  some  have  k>oked  upon  tinned  without  any  interruption  of  Lents  or 
AiSB  accidents  that  cast  an  occasional  damp  meagre  days ;  it  is  sustained  and  growing  even 
^m  trafde.  Their  imaginations  entail  these  ^ith  the  increase  of  our  taxes.  But  some 
iBcidbBts  upon  us  in  perpetuity.  We  have  ^^^®  the  art  of  converting  even  the  signs  of 
kd  some  bad  harvests.  This  must  very  dis-  national  prosperity  into  symptonu  of  decay 
yrtotageoosly  affect  the  balance  of  trade,  ^'^  ruin.  And  our  author,  who  so  loudly  dis- 
wd  the  Dvrigation  of  a  people,  so  large  a  part  claims  popularity,  never  faib  to  lay  hold  of 
tf  whoae  commerce  is  in  grain.  But,  in  ^^  i^o"^  vulgar  popular  prejudices  and  hu- 
kMiriiy  the  caise,  we  are  morally  certain,  nx>ur8,  in  hopes  to  captivate  the  crowd.  Even 
iit,  a«900fding  to  the  course  of  events,  it  can*  ^^'^  peevish  dispositions  which  grow  out  of 
Mkiig  subsist.  In  the  throe  last  years,  we  w»«e  transitory  suffering,  those  passing  clouds 
hna  exported  scarcely  any  grain;  in  good  which  float  in  our  changeable  atmosphere; 
jmu,  that  esqMrt  hath  been  worth  twelve  hun-  «^  *>y  ^m  industriously  figured  into  frightful 
M  thousand  pounds  and  more;  in  the  two  Bbap«B»  in  order  first  to  terrify  and  then  to 
hit  ysan,  lar  from  exporting,  we  have  been  govern  the  populace. 

sUifed  to  import  to  the  amount  perhaps  of  otv  U^ms  not  enough  for  the  author*s  purpose  to 

hiaer  exportation.    So  that  in  this  article  the  E}^^  ^^^  ^>^  >^  discouraging  picture  of  the 

^nee  BMist  be  £  J2,000,000  against  us ;  that  state  of  his  own  country.     It  did  not  fully 

u,  OM  BiiUkm  in  the  ceasing  of  gain,  the  other  >^wer  his  end,  to  exaggerate  her  burthens,  to 

il  the  iocvcnae  of  expenditure.    But  none  of  depreciate  her  successes,  and  to  vilify  her  cha- 

4t  ambor's  prombes  or  projects  could  have  ntcter.     Nothing  had  been  done,  unless  the 

pnteDted  thb  mblbrtune ;  and,  thank  Grod,  we  "ituation  of  France  were  exalted  in  proportion 

want  him  or  them  to  relieve  us  from  it;  as  that  of  England  had  been  abased.    The 

>h,if  bb  friends  shouki  now  come  into  r^^^r  will  excuse   the  citation  I  make  at 

,.  _r,Idoabt  not  but  they  will  be  ready  to  length  from  hb  book;   he  out-does  himself 

^  credit  fcr  any  increase  of  trade  or  excise  "pon  thb  occasion.    Hb  confidence  b  indeed 

tet  may  arise  from  the  happy  circumstance  unparalleled,  and  altogether  of  the  heroic  cast: 

^1^  pyqjl  harvest.       •  *'  ^  our  rival  nations  were  in  the  same  cir- 

Thb  coonecU  with  hb  kwid  laments  and  cumstances  with  ourselves,  tht  augfnentatum 

wlaacholy  prognoeticatiow  concerning    the  of  our  taxtt  would  produce  no  iacoruequtnee$: 

lU^  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life  and  the  i^  ^^  were  obliged  to  raise  our  prices,  they 

yndncti  of  labour.     With  all  hb  others,  I  ">u"t,  fix>ra  the  same  causes,  do  the  like,  and 

hmf  thb  fact;   and  I  again  call  upon  him  to  <^^1^  ^^  no  advantage  by  under-selling  and 

prase  it.    Take  average  and  not  accident,  the  under^working  us.   But  the  alarmmg  considerw 

flaal  and  fint  necessary  of  life  b  cheap  in  *^^i<>°  to  Great  BriUin  is,  that  Pranet  ia  not 

hi  country;   and  that  too  as  weighed,  not  ^  ^  *>'"«  eondiCum.    Her  dbtresses,  during 

■funet  labour,  which  b  its  true  counterpoise,  ^  ,.  .    j          .               ,             j  ...l^. 

^'.        .      *           rfc       u       II  «u       'J*  ♦  It  b  dearer  In  some  places,  and  rsther 

bot  agamst  money.    Does  he  caU  the  price  of  cheaper  in  others ;  but  it  must  soon  all  come  ts 

wheat  at  thb  day,  between  S  and  40  shilungs  a  bvel. 
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the  war,  were  great,  but  they  were  immediate ;  oth  thing  not  worth  proving,  and  but  ju<t 

her  want  of  credit,  as  has  been  said,  compelled  obsenring,  that  France  in  one  year  raiacNl  tj 

her  to  impoverish  her  people,  by  raising  the  teen  times  that  sum  without  borrowing,  m 

greatest  part  of  her  supplies  within  the  year ;  continued  to  raise  sums  not  far  from  equal  b» 

but  the  burthem  she  imposed  on  than  werty  in  a  for  several  years  together.  Suppose  some  J»oi 

great  meamrt^  temporary^  and  muat  be  greatfy  Henriques  had  proposed,  in  the  year  llrtt} 

Amtmahedbjf  afewyeanof  peace.    She  could  prevent  a  perpetual  charge  on  the  oatMQ  I 

procure  no  ccoisiderable  loans,  therefore  she  raising  ten  millions  within  the  year.  HwwoB 

has  mortgaged  no  such  oppreadve  taxes  as  those  have  been  considered,  not  as  a  harsh  tbuMoic 

Qreat  Britain  has  imposed  in  perp^wtf  far  who  laid  a  heavy  hand  on  the  pubtic ;  but  i 

pa^fmmt  of  interest.     Peace  must,  therefore,  a  ftoor  visionary,  who  had  run  mad  m  rap|ili 

soon  re-establish  her  commerce  and  roanufac-  and  taxes.    They  who  know  thai  the  nHko 

tures,  especially  as  the  comparative  lightness  land  tax  of  England,  at  4s.  in  the  peund,  mm 

of  taxes f  and  the  cheapness  of  living,  in  that  but  two  millions ;  willoot  easily  afipreheod  tk 

country,  must  make  France  an  asylum  lor  any  such  sums  as  the  author  has  coloured  i 

British  manufacturers  and  artificers."     On  can  be  raised  even  in  the  most  opulent  natiM 

this  the  author  rests  the  merit  of  his  whole  France  owed  a  large  debt,  and  was  encunlwn 

system.    And  on  this  point  I  will  join  issue  with  heavy  establishments,  before  that  -«i 

with  him.    If  France  is  not  at  least  in  the  The  author  does  not  formally  deny  that  Am  bo 

same  condition,  even   in  that  very  condition  rowed  something  in  every  year  of  its  east 

which  the  author  falsely  represents  to  be  ours,  nuance ;  let  him  produce  the  funds  ibf  lh 

if  the  very  reverse  of  his  proposition  be  not  astonishing  annual  addition  to  all  her  va 

true,  then  I  will  admit  his  State  of  the  Nation  preceding  taxes,  an  addition  equal  to  the  whi 

to  be  just;    and  all  his  inferences  from  that  excise,  customs,  land  and  malt  taxes  of  EnglH 

state  to  be  logical  and  conclusive.    It  is  not  taken  together. 

surprising,  that  the  author  should  hazard  our        But  what  must  be  the  reader's  nrtnninhmiM 

opinion  of  his  veracity.    That  is  a  virtue  on  perhape  his  indignation,  if  he  should  find  Ai 

which  great  statesmen  do  not  perhaps  pique  this  great  Bnancier  has  fallen  into  the  rooet  m 

themselves  so  much :  but  it  is  somewhat  extra-  accountable  of  aH  errours,  no  less  an  erroor  ttn 

ordinary,  that  he  should  stake  on  a  very  poor  that  of  mistaking  the  identical  sums  bamm 

cak:ulation  of  chances,  all  credit  for  care,  for  by  Francs  upon  interest,  far  supplies  rubs 

accuracy,  and  for  knowledge  of  the  subject  of  within  the  year.    Can  it  be  conceived  dtttM 

which  he  treats.    He  is  rash  and  inaccurate,  man  only  entered  into  the  first  rudimeoCi  t 

because  he  thinks  he  writes  to  a  public  igno->  finance  should  make  so  egregious  a  blundll 

•unt  and  inattentive.    But  he  may  find  himself  should  write  it,  should  print  it  ,•  shouki  cany 

in  that  respect,  as  in  many  others,  greatly  mis-  to  a  second  edition :  shouki  take  it  not  coOalai 

taken.  ally  and  incidentaUy,  but  lay  it  down  as  tf 

In  order  to  contrast  the  light  and  vigorous  comer-stone  of  his  whole  system,  in  audi  i 

condition  of  France  with  that  of  England,  important  point  as  the  comparative  statea  c 

weak,  and  sinking  under  her  burthens,  he  statea  France  and  England  ?  But  ft  will  be  said,  thi 

in  his  tenth  page,  that  France  had  raised  it  was  his  misfortune  to  be  ill-informed.    N< 

£.£0,314,378  ifteriing  by  taxes  wkhin  the  several  at  all.   A  man  of  any  loose  general  knowie(% 

years  from  the  year  1756  to  17^  both  inclusive,  and  of  the  most  ordinary  sagacity,  never  eod 

An  Englishman  must  stand  aghast  at  such  a  have  been  misinformed  in  so  gross  a  mannai 

representation:  Tt>  find  France  able  to  mass  because  he  would  have  immediately  rejected  i 

teithin  the  year  sums  litde  inferiour  to  all  that  wiM  and  extravagant  an  account, 
we  were  able  even  to  6orroto  on  interest  with  all        The  fact  is  this :  the  Hredit  of  France,  bi 

the  resources  of  the  greatest  and  most  esta^  as  it  might  have  been,  did  enable  her  (not  ( 

blished  credit  in  the  world !  Europe  was  filled  raise  within  the  year)  but  to  borrow  the  f« 

with  astonishment  when  they  saw  England  sums  the  author  mentions;   that   is  to  in 

borroiw  in  one  year  twelve  millions.    It  was  1,106,916,261  livres,  making,  in  the  audior 

thought,  and  very  justly,  no  small  proof  of  na-  compuUtion,  £.50,314,37g.      The  credit  c 

tional  strength  and  financial  skill,  to  find  a  fund  France  was  low ;  but  it  was  not  *""'hilntwi 

for  the  payment  of  the  interest  up<Mi  this  sum.  She  did  not  derive,  as  our  author  chooaea  1 

The  interest  of  this,  computed  with  the  oae;>er  assert,  any  advantages  from  the  debili^  of  In 

cent,  annuities,  amounted  only  to  £.600,000  a  credit.    Its  consequence  was  the  natural  (am 

year.    This,  I  say,  was  thought  a  surprising  she  borrowed ;  but  she  borrowed  u^kni  bi 

effort  even  of  credit.    But  this  author  taQv,  M  teriM,  indeed  on  the  most  exorbitant  ubuit. 
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Dk  tp^Oung  of  a  foreign  revenue,  the  very  Every  body  knows  that  the  principal  of  the 

pvtence  to  accuracy  would  be  the  nust  inao-  debt  is  but  a  name ;  the  interest  is  the  only  thing 

thing  in  the  world.    Neither  the  author  which  can  distrees  a  nation.    Take  this  idea, 

I  can  with  certainty  authenticate  the  infor-  which  will  not  be  disputed,  and  compare  the 

we  communicate  to  the  public,  nor  in  interest  paid  by  England  with  that  paid  by 

of  eternal  fluctuation  arrive  at  per-  France : 


bet  «zaetness.  All  we  can  do,  and  this  we  interest  paid  by  France,  funded  and 
■ay  be  expected  to  do,  is  to  avoid  gross  errours  unfunded,  for  perpetuity  or  on 
-^  bhaders  of  a  C2>ital  nature.    We  cannot        jj^.^  after  the  tax  of  10  per  cent.  £.6,500,000 


the  proper  officer  to  lay  the  accomits  Interest  paid  by  England,  as  stated 

Mm  Oie  house.    But  the  reader  must  judge  by  the  author,  p.  27    -    -    -    -£4,000,000 

m  me  probability  of  the  accounts  we  lay  before  _^__ 

Uik    The  author  speaks  ofFrance  as  raising  interest  paid  by  France  exceeds 

kTMppbesforwarbytaxes  within  the  year;  that  paid  by  England    -     -    -    .1,900,000 
mi  of  her  debt,  as  a  thing  scarcely  worthy  of 

■Mice.     I  affirm  that  she  borrowed  large  sums  The  author  cannot  complain,  that  I  state  the 

H  every  year ;  and  has  thereby  accumulated  an  interest  paid  by  England  as  too  k>w.    He  takes 

iwiiiiiiii  debt.    This  debt  continued  after  tlie  it  himself  as  the  cxtremest  term.  Nobody  who 

wir  infinitely  to  embarrass  her  afiairs ;  and  to  knows  any  thing  of  the  French  finances  wiU 

M  some  means  for  its  reduction  was  then  and  affirm  that  I  state  the  interest  paid  by  that 

km  erer  since  been  the  first  object  of  her  poll-  kingdom  too  high.   It  might  be  easily  proved  to 

1^.    But  she  has  so  little  succeeded  in  all  her  amount  to  a  great  deal  more :  even  this  is  near 

Affta,  that  the  perpetual  debt  of  France  is  at  two  millions  above  what  is  paid  by  England, 

te boor  little  short  of  £.100,000,000.  sterling;  There  are  three  standards  to  judge  of  the 

ad  Ab  stands  charged  with  at  least  40,000,000  good  conditions  of  a  nation  with  regard  to  its 

if  Engfish  pounds  on  life-rents  and  tontines,  finance*.    1st,  The  relief  of  the  people,    td, 

Thtt  annuities  paid  at  this  day  at  the  Hotel  de  The  equality   of  supplies  to  establishments. 

Y3e  of  Paris,  which  are  by  no  means  her  sole  Sd,  The  state  of  public  credit    Try  France  on 

pajBoats  of  that  nature,  amount  to  139,000,000  all  these  standards. 

cf  firm,  that  is,  to  6,318,000  pounds ;  besides  Although  our  author  very  liberally  adminis- 

Iflrfs  am  porteuTf  and  various  detached  and  ters  relief  to  the  people  of  France,  its  govem- 

■ftiiiliiil  debts,  to  a  great  amount,  and  which  ment  has  not  been   altogether  so  gracious. 

tear  an  interest.  Since  the  peace,  she  has  taken  off  but  a  single 

At  the  end  of  the  war,  the  interest  payable  vingtiemet  or  shilling  in  the  pound,  and  some 

«i  her  debt  amounted  to  upwards  of  seven  mil-  small  matter  in  the  capitation.  But,  if  the  goiv- 

ioM  Heiling.    M.  de  la  Vcrdy,  the  last  hope  emment  has  relieved  them  in  one  point,  it 

«f  dw  Frmich  finances,  was  called  in,  tq  aid  in  has  only  burthened  them  the  more  heavily  in 

tm  radnctioo  of  an  interest,  so  light  to  our  au-  another.    The  Tailte,*  that  grievous  and  d<y 

thor,  ao  inlolerabty  heavy  upon  those  who  are  structivo  imposition,  which  all  their  financiers 

to  pay  it.     After  many  unsuccessful  efibrts  lament,  without  being  able  to  remove  or  to 

lawarda  reconciling  arbitrary  reduction  with  replace,  has  been  augmented  no  less  than  six 

^i  credit,  he  was  obliged  to  go  the  pl^  millions  of  livres,  or  270,000  pounds  English. 

road  of  power,  and  to  impose  a  tax  of  10  A  further  augmentation  of  this  or  other  duties 

pr  cent,  upon  a  very  great  part  of  the  capital  is  now  talked  6[\  and  it  is  certainly  necessary 

MCof  that  kingdom;  and  this  measure  of  pre-  to  their  affairs:  so  exceedingly  remote  from 

lait  eaee,  to  the  destruction  of  future  credit,  either  truth  or  verisimilitude  is  the  author^ 

pndneed  about  £.£00,000  a  year  which  was  amazing  assertion,  that  the  burtheiu  of  France 

led  to  their  Cotssc  cPamartiM$ement  or  sink-  in  the  war  were  m  a  great  meature  temporary^ 

(and.    But  so  unfaithfully  and  unsteadily  and  mutt  be  greatly  dhnimehed  by  a  few  yean 

and  all  the  other  articles  which  compose  of  peace, 

t^t  fund  been  applied  to  their  purposes,  that  In  the  next  place,  if  the  people  of  France 

4ey  fattre  given  the  state  but  very  Uttle  even  of  are  not  lightened  of  taxes,  so  neither  is  the 

pesent  relief,  since  it  is  known  to  the  whole  state  disburthened  of  charges.    I  speak  fton 

wodd  diat  she  is  behindhand  on  every  one  <X  very  good  information,  that  the  annual  income 
hv  flstaHishmimtfl    Since  the  year  1763,  there 

teabeennooperation  of  any  consequence  on  the  ^  f,^^^  ^   ^^e  !niendsnt  In  each  gene- 

nweh  finances :  and  m  this  enviable  condition  i^^y  ^n  the  presumed  fortune  of  every  person 

h  Ytm»  at  proient  with  regard  to  ber  debt,  below  the  degree  of  a  gentleman. 
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of  that  state  is  at  this  day  SO  millions  of  liTres,  of  France  serve  in  the  army  on  very  denda 

or  £.1,350,000  sterling,  short  of  a  provision  for  pay,  and  to  the  utter  rain  of  their  fortunes ;  att 

their  ordinary  peace  estahlishment ;  so  &r  are  those  who  are  not  noble,  have  their  lands  heap 

they  from  the  attempt  or  even  hope  to  dis-  vily  taxed.    Does  he   not  know  that  wine, 

charge  any  part  of  the  capital  of  their  enor-  brandy,  soap,  candles,  leather,  saltppetre,  guD* 

mousdebt.    Indeed  under  such  extreme  strait-  powder,  are  taxed  in  France?    Has  he  not 

ness  and  distraction  labours  the  whole  body  of  heard  that  government  in  France  has  made  a 

their  finances,  so  far  does  their  charge  outrun  monopoly  of  that  groat  article  of  soft  ^  that 

their  supply  in  every  particular,  that  no  man,  they  compel  the  people  to  take  a  certain  quan- 

I  believe,  who  has  considered  their  affairs  with  tity  of  it,  and  at  a  certain  rate,  both  rate  and 

any  degree  of  attention  or  information,  but  quantity  fixed  at  the  arbitrary  pleasure  of  dia 

must  hourly  look  for  some  extraordinary  cod-  imposer?*  that  they  pay  in  France  the  J\alUt 

rulsioQ  in  that  whole  system ;  the  effect  of  an  arbitrary  imposition  on  presumed  property! 

which  on  France,  and  even  on  all  Europe,  it  is  that  a  tax  is  kiid  in  fact  and  name,  on  the  sana 

difficuh  to  conjecture.  arbitrary  standard,  upon  the  acquisitions  of 

In  the  third  point  of  view,  their  credit.  Let  their  industry?    and  that  in  France  a  heavy 

the  reader  cast  his  eye  on  a  table  of  the  price  capUation-ica  is  also  paid,  from  the  highest  (to 

of  French  funds,  as  they  stood  a  few  weeks  the  very  poorest  sort  of  people?  have  wetazaa 

ago,  compared  with  the  state  of  some  of  our  of  such  weight,  or  any  thing  at  all  of  the  oom- 

English  stodis,  even  in  their  present  low  con-  pulsion,  in  the  article  of  9aU?  do  we  pay  any 

dition:  taUlagef  any  faadty'taXf  any  indtutry'-lax?  en 

FRERCR.  we  pay  any  capiiationriax  whatsoever  ?  I  b^ 

5  f€r  cent,    -    .    -    .  6S.  lieve  the  people  of  London  wouki  faQ  into  an 

4  per  cent,  (not  taxed)    57.  agony  to  hear  of  such  taxes  proposed  opoa 

3  per  cent,  ditto    -    -    49.  them  as  are  paid  at  Paris.    There  is  not  a 

single  article  of  provision  for  man  or  beasC| 

B  RiTisR .  which  enters  that  great  city,  and  is  not  excisedi 

Bamk  stotk,  5i   -    -    159.  com,  hay,  meal,  butcber^sHnaeat,  fish,  IowIbi 

4  per  cent.  cons.    -    -  lOO.  every  thing.    I  do  not  here  mean  to  cenaura 
3  per  cent.  cons.    -    -  88.  the  policy  of  taxes  laid  on  the  consumption  <if 

great  luxurious  cities.    I  only  state  the  &et 

This  state  of  the  funds  of  France  and  Eng-  We  should  be  with  difficulfy  brought  to  hear 

land  is  sufficient  to  convince  even  prejudice  of  a  tax  of  509.  upon  every  ox  sold  in  Smidi- 

and  obstinacy,  that  if  Franco  and  England  are  fiekl.    Yet  this  tax  is  paid  in  Paris.    Wiaa, 

not  in  the  same  condition  (as  the  author  the  lower^sort  of  wine,  little  better  than  Englirii 

affirms  they  are  not)  the  difference  is  infinitely  small  beer,  pays  2d.  a  bottle.    We  indeed  tai 

to  the  disadvantage  of  France.    This  depre-  our  beer:  but  the  imposition  en  small  beer  is 

ciation  of  their  funds  has  not  much  the  air  of  very  faf  fix>m  heavy.    In  no  part  of  England 

a  nation  lightening  burthens  and  discharging  are  eatables  of  any  kind  the  object  of  taxation 

debts.  In  almost  every  other  country  in  Europe  tbej 

Such  is  the  true  comparative  state  of  the  are  excised,  more  or  less.    I  have  by  roe  ttia 

two  kingdoms  in  those  capital  points  of  view,  state  of  the  revenues  of  many  of  the  principal 

Now  as  to  the  nature  of  the  taxes  which  pro-  nations  on  the  continent;  and, on  comparJBf 

vide  for  this  debt,  as  weU  as  for  their  ordinary  them  with  ours,  I  think  I  am  fairly  warrantad 

establishments,  the  author  has  thought  proper  to  assert,  that  England  is  the  most  lightly  tazad 

to  affirm  that  "  they  are  comparatively  light ;"  of  any  of  the  great  states  of  Europe.    TYmj 

that  "  she  has  mortgaged  ik>  such  oppressive  whose  unnatural  and  sullen  joy  arises  fitxn  a 

taxes  as  ours:"  his  effrontery  on  this  head  is  contemplation  of  the  distresses  of  their  conn* 

intolerable.    Does  the  author  recollect  a  single  try,  will  revolt  at  this  position.    But  if  I  ani 

tax  in  England  to  which  something  parallel  in  called  upon,  I  will  prove  it  beyond  all  pomibft" 

nature,  aixl  as  heavy  in  burthen,  dioes  not  exiirt  lity  of  dispute ;  even  though  this  proof  should 

in  France ;  does  he  not  know  that  the  lands  cf  deprive  these  gentlemen  of  the  singular  satia- 
the  noblesse  are  still  under  the  load  of  die 

greater  part  of  the  oki  feudal  charges,  fimn  *  Before  the  war  it  was  soid  to,  or  rather  forced 

whidi  the  gentry  of  England  have  been  relieved  on,  the  consumer  at  11  sous,  or  about  SdL  tha 

for  upwards  of  100  years,  and  which  were  in  E?^<^\  y^*»?f.»' '»  «*  Vr^^^xi,}  am  not  inrbrmed 

ir{»J  ..  ».ii  ..  k.«JK.»  ».w.k  »».».  *k..  .»»  *'^®"  *™*  ^'11  appear  no  irivial  imposition.    I« 

kind,  as  weU  as  bui1j»en,  mudi  worse  than  our  London,  sail  may  behad  at  a  penny  farthing  ptf 

nodem  kind  tax  ?  Baaides  that  all  the  feoli;f  pound  from  the  last  reuilrr. 
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iKtioo  of  considering  their  country  as  undone ;  pointed  ambiUon.    It  ii  something  that  rays 

ud  though  the  best  civil  government,  the  best  out  of  darkness,  and  inspires  nothing  but  gloom 

eoBstitutod,  and  the  bes*.  managed  revenue  that  and  melancholy.    Men  in  this  deplorable  state 

9ftx  die  world  beheld,  should  b^  thorou^ly  of  mind,  find  a  comfort  in  spreading  the  con- 

vindicated  firom  their  perpetual  clamours  and  tagion  of  their  spleen.    They  find  an  advan 

flnmplainK.    As  to  our  neighbour  and  rival  tage  too ;  for  it  is  a  general  popular  errour  t« 

Prance,  in  addition  to  what  I  have  here  sug-  imagine  the  loudest  complainers  for  the  publir 

gested,  I  say,  and  when  the  author  chooses  for-  to  be  the  most  anxious  for  its  welfare.   If  such 

mtlAy  to  deny,  I  shall  formally  prove  it,  that  persons  can  answer  the  ends  of  relief  and  profit 

her  subjects  pay  more  than  England,  oo  acorn-  to  themselves,   they  are  apt  to  be  careless 

pntatioo  of  the  wealth  of  both  countries ;  that  enough  about  either  *^^  rvans  or  the  conse- 

ber  taxes  are  more  injudiciously  and  more  quences. 

oppiessirely  imposed;  naore  vexatiously  col-  Whatever  this  complainant's  motives  may 
leeted ;  como  in  a  smaller  proportion  to  the  be,  the  effects  can  by  no  possibility  be  other 
njal  oofiers,  and  are  less  applied  by  far  to  the  than  those  which  he  so  strongly,  and  I  hope 
piblie  serrice.  I  am  not  § ne  of  those  who  truly,  disclaims  all  intention  of  producing.  To 
dKMse  to  take  the  author's  word  for  tliis  happy  verify  this,  the  reader  has  only  to  consider  how 
nd  flouriflhing  condition  of  the  French  finances,  dreadful  a  picture  he  has  drawn  in  his  SSd  page 
niberthan  attend  to  the  changes,  the  violent  of  the  state  of  this  kingdom;  such  a  picture  as, 
podiea  and  the  despair  of  all  her  ownfinanciers.  I  believe,  has  hardly  been  applicable,  without 
Does  he  choose  to  be  referred  for  the  easy  and  some  exaggeration,  to  the  most  degenerate  and 
ki^ipy  ocnditi<ni  6[\he  subject  in  France  to  the  undone  commonwealth  that  ever  existed.  Let 
reauMUaaccs  of  their  own  parliaments,  written  this  view  of  things  be  compared  with  the  proa- 
with  audi  an  eloquence,  feeling,  and  energy  as  pect  of  a  remedy  which  he  proposes  in  the  page 
I  have  not  seen  exceeded  in  any  other  writings?  directly  opposite  and  the  subsequent.  I  believe 
The  author  may  say,  their  complaints  are  ex-  no  man  living  could  have  imagined  it  possible, 
Iggerated,  nnd  the  effects  of  faction.  I  answer,  except  for  the  sake  of  burlesquing  a  subject,  to 
dat  they  are  the  representations  of  numerous,  propose  remedies  so  ridiculously  disproportion- 
pvrty  and  most  respectable  bodies  of  men,  ate  to  the  evil,  so  full  of  uncertainty  in  their 
■poo  the  afiairs  of  their  own  country.  But,  operation,  and  depending  for  their  success  in 
dowing  that  discontent  and  faction  may  per-  every  step  upon  the  happy  event  of  so  many 
vart  the  judgment  of  such  venerable  bodies  in  new,  dangerous,  and  visionary  projects.  It  is 
Fboce,  we  have  as  good  a  right  to  suppose  not  amiss,  that  he  has  thought  proper  to  give 
ikit  the  same  causes  may  full  as  probably  have  the  public  some  little  notice  of  what  they  may 
pndueod  from  a  pri%'ate,  however  respectable  expect  firom  his  fi'iends,  when  our  affairs  shall 
ftnoUf  d»t  frightful,  and,  I  trust  I  have  shewn  be  committed  to  their  management.  Let  us 
Boandess  reproeentation  of  our  own  affairs  in  see  how  the  accounts  of  disease  and  remedy  are 
ffii^ind  balanced  in  his  State  of  the  Nation.  In  the 
Tbo  autbor  is  so  conscious  of  the  dangerous  first  place,  on  the  side  of  evils,  he  states,  "  an 
cCkIs  of  that  representation,  that  he  thinks  it  impoverished  and  heavily  burthened  public.  A 
■fir  I II JF,  and  very  necessary  it  is,  to  gtiard  declining  trade  and  decreasing  specie.  The 
•faiast  tfaem.  He  assures  us,  "  that  he  has  power  d[  the  crown  never  so  much  extended 
aot  Bade  that  display  of  the  difficulties  of  his  over  the  great;  but  the  great  without  influence 
CBOBtiy,  to  expose  her  counsels  to  the  ridicule  over  the  lower  sort.  Parliament  losing  its  re- 
ef ether  states,  or  to  provoke  a  vanquished  verence  with  the  people.  The  voice  of  the 
■wuy  to  insult  her;  nor  to  excite  the  people's  multitude  set  up  against  the  sense  of  the 
face  against  their  govemours,  or  sink  them  into  legislature;  a  people  luxurious  and  licen- 
a  oespoodency  of  the  public  welfare."  I  rea-  tious,  impatient  of  rule,  and  despising  all  au- 
iSfy  admit  this  apology  for  his  intentions.  God  thority.  Govenunent  relaxed  in  every  sinew, 
fiiibid  I  should  think  any  man  capable  of  entetw  and  a  corrupt  selfish  spirit  pervading  the  whole. 
tuniDf  so  execrable  and  senseless  a  design.  An  opinion  of  many,  that  the  form  of  govem- 
Tbe  true  cause  of  his  drawing  so  shocking  a  ment  is  not  worth  contending  for.  No  attach- 
is  no  more  than  this ;  and  it  ought  ment  in  the  bulk  of  the  people  towards  the  con 
to  daim  our  pity  than  excite  our  indig-  stitution.  No  reverence  for  the  customs  of  our 
i ;  be  finds  himself  out  of  power ;  and  this  ancestors.  No  attachment  but  to  private  intei^ 
»w>«iT»t*m  is  intolerable  to  him.  The  same  sun  est,  nor  any  seal  but  for  selfish  gratifications. 
whidi  gilds  an  nature,  and  exhilarates  the  Trade  and  manufactures  going  to  ruin.  Great 
•hole  creation,  does  not  shine  upon  disap-  Britain  in  danger  of  b^xmiing  tributary  ta 
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France,  and  tho  descent  of  the  crown  dependent        This  estimate  which  he  gi^M,|  is  the  gretl 

on  her  pleasure.    Ireland,  in  case  of  a  war,  to  groundwork  of  his  plan  for  the  national  redemp> 

become  a  prey  to  France ;  and  Great  Britain,  tion ;  and  it  ought  to  be  well  and  firmly  laid, 

unablfl  to  recover  Ireland,  cede  it  b}  trea^,  or  what  must  become  of  the  superstructure^ 

(the  author  never  can  think  of  a  treaty  without  One  would  have  thought  the  natural  method  in 

making  cessions,)  in  order  to  purchase  peace  a  plan  of  reformation  would  be,  to  take  the 

for  herself.    The  colonies  left  exposed  to  the  present  existing  estimates  as  they  stand ;  and 

ravages  of  a  domestic,  or  the  conquest  of  a  then  to  show  what  may  be  practicably  and 

fi>rcign  enemy."— Gloomy  enough,  God  knows,  safely  de&lcated  from  them.    This  wouU,  I 

The  author  well  observes,*  that  a  mind  not  say,  be  the  natural  course ;  and  what  would  be 

totally  devoid  offeding  cannot  look  tq)on  aueh  a  expected  from  a  man  of  business.    But  thii 

protpect  without  homur;  and  an  heart  eeqxibU  author  takes  a  very  different  method.    For  the 

of  humanity  mud  be  unable  to  bear  its  de$cr^  ground  of  his  spcMnilation  of  a  present  peeoe 

tion.    He  ought  to  have  added,  that  no  man  of  establishment,  he  resorts  to  a  former  specolft- 

common  discretion  ought  to  have  e:diibited  it  tion  of  the  same  kind,  which  was  in  tlM  mind 

to  the  public,  if  it  were  true;  or  of  common  of  the  minuter  of  the  year  1764.    Indeed  it 

honesty,  if  it  were  fiilse.  never  existed  any  where  else.§     "  The  plan," 

But  now  for  the  comfort ;  the  day-star  which  says  he,  with  his  usual  ease,  "  has  been  i^ 

is  to  arise  in  our  hearts ;  the  author's  grand  ready  formed,  and  the  outline  drawn,  by  the 

scheme  for  totally  reversing  this  dismal  state  administration  of  1764.    I  shall  atten^  to 

of  things,  and  making  us  **  happy  at  home  and  fill  up  the  void  and  obliterated  parts,  and  trace 

respected  abroad,  formidable  in  war  and  flourish-  its  operation.    The  standing  expense  of  the 

ing  in  poace."f  present  (his  projected)  peace  estabUshmenty 

In  this  great  work  he  proceeds  with  a  facility  improved  by  the  experience  of  the  two  laal  yeartf 

equally  astonishing  and  pleasing.    Never  was  may  be  thus  estimated  ,*"  and  he  estimates  it  at 

financier  less  embarrassed  by  the  burthen  of  £.3,468,161. 

establishments,  or  with  the  difficulty  of  finding        Here  too  it  would  be  natural  to  expect  some 

ways  and  means.     If   an    establishment  is  reasons  for  condemning  the  subsequent  actsal 

troublesome  to  him,  he  lops  off  at  a  stroke  just  establishments,  which  have  so  much   train* 

as  much  of  it  as  he  chooses.    He  mows  down,  gressed  the  limits  of  his  plan  of  1764,  as  wd 

without  giving  quarter,  or  assigning  reason,  as  some  arguments  in  favour  of  his  new  pn>> 

army,  navy,  (Htinance,  ordinary,  extraordina-  ject ;  which  has  in  some  articles  exceeded,  in 

ties ;  nothing  can  stand  before  him.    Then,  others  fallen  short,  but  on  the  whole  is  mucb 

when  he  comes  to  provide,  Amolthca's  horn  is  below  his  old  one.    Hardly  a  word  on  any  of 

in  his  hands ;  and  he  pours  out  with  an  inex-  these  points,  the  only  points  however  that  art 

haustible  bounty,  taxes,  duties,    loans,    and  in  the  least  essential ;  for  unless  you  assifli 

revenues,  without  uneasiness  to  himself,  or  reas(»s  for  the  increase  or  diminution  of  tat 

burthen  to  the  public.    Insomuch  that,  when  several  articles  of  public  charge,  the  playing  at 

we  consider  the  abundance  of  his  resources,  establishments  and  estimates  is  an  amusemeOI 

we  cannot  avoid  being  surprised  at  his  extnv-  of  no  higher  order,  and  of  much  less  ingenuity, 

ordinary  attention  to  savings.    But  it  is  all  the  than  Queetiont  and  commands,  or  fVhat  it  m^f 

exuberance  of^his  goodness.  thought  like?    To  bring  more  distinctly  und«r 

This  book  has  so  much  of  a  certain  tone  of  the  reader's  view  this  author's  strange  method 

power,  that  one  woukl  be  almost  tempted  to  of  proceeding,  I  will  lay  before  him  the  three 

think  it  written  by  some  person  who  had  been  schemes ;  vu.  the  idea  o^the  ministers  in  1764, 

high  in  office.    A  man  is  generally  rendered  the  actual  estimates  of  the  two  last  years  w 

somewhat  a  worse  reasoner  for  having  been  given  by  the  author  himself,  and  lastly  the  new 

a  minister.    In  private,  the  assent  of  listening  project  of  his  political  millennium : 

and  obsequious  friends;  in  public,  the  venid  »•      _r        .  r  .  e     tmt'^ 

cry  and  prepared  vote  of  a  passive  senate,  coo-  ^^^  «  establishment  for  1764, 

firm  him  in  habits  of  beggingthe  question  with  M^il  TlTfiTliri^iR   '.«  *£^,609,700 

impunity,  and  asserting  without  thinking  him-  Medium  of  1767  and  1768,  as 
self  obliged  to  prove.    Had  it  not  been  for        ^^f^  "^  ^«  Nation,  p.  29 

some  such  habits,  the  author  could  never  have  -~  *'»        "      ,  7.  .     "        "        ^,919,875 

expected  that  we  should  take  his  esUmate  for  a  ^®"**°'  P**^  establishment,  as 
peace  establishment  soldy  on  his  word.  i  »  ••  <  «  •• 

jr.  o3.  ^  Jr.  89. 

I)  The  figures  in  the  Considerations  are  wrong 

*  P.  31.  .  f  P.  33.  cast  up ;  it  should  be  £.3,603  700 
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bjr  the  project  in  State  of  the  Still,  however,  his  present  eotablishroent 

Nation,  p.  3S,     -        -        -     £3,468,161  differs  from  its  archetype  uT  1764,  by  being, 

It  is  not  Seom  any  thing  our  author  has  any  **»o"gh  niaed  in  particular  parts,  upon  the 

where  said,  that  you  are  enabled  to  find  the  ^hol©  »l>out  £.141,000  smaller.  It  is  improTed, 

peimd,  much  \em  the  justification,  of  the  im-  >«  ^^  "«»  ^7  ^o  experience  of  the  two  Jut 

nense  difference  between  these  several  sys-  y®<^"-     ^^  ^<>^  ^^^^  concluded  that   the 

lems:  you  laust  compare  them  yourself,  article  V^^^  establishment  of  these  two  years  had 

hf  article ;  no  very  pleasing  employment,  by  *»^"  ^«"  than  that  of  1764,  in  order  to  suggest 

Iks  way,  to  compare  the  agreement  or  disa-  ^  ^®  author  his  improvements,  which  enabled 

greemcnt  of  two  chimeras.    I  now  only  speak  him  to  reduce  it.  But  how  does  that  turn  out? 

if  the  comparison  of  his  own  two  projects.  As  Peace  establishment  ||  1767  and 
to  the  laUer  of  them,  it  differs  from  the  former,         1768,  medium,  £.3,919,376 

hf  having  some  of  the  articles  diminished,  and  Ditto,  estimate  in  the  Consider- 
others  increased.^    I  find  the  chief  article  of        ations,  for  1764,  3  609  700 

ledBCtion  arises  fi-om  the  snmller  deficiency  of  

had  and  malt,  and  of  the  annuity  funds,  which  Difference  £.309,675 

he  brings  down  to  £.295,561  in  his  new  esti-  A  vast  increase  instead  of  diminution.    The 

■ate,  from  £.502,400,  which  he  had  allowed  experience  then  of  the  two  last  years  ou^ht 

Cir  tMe  articles  in  the  Considerations.  With  naturally  to  have  given  the  idea  of  an  heavier 

dus  rtduetion,  owi.ig,  as  it  must  be,  merely  to  a  establishment ;  but  this  writer  is  able  to  dimi- 

MaUer  deficiency  of  funds,  ho  has  nothing  at  nish  by  increasing,  and  to  draw  the  effects  of 

lU  to  do.    It  can  bo  no  work  and  no  merit  of  subtraction  from  tlie  operations  of  addition. 

kii.    But  with  regard  to  the  tncrcoie,  the  mat-  By  means  of  these  new  powers,  ho  may  cer- 

tar  b  very  different.    It  is  all  his  own ;  the  tainly  do  whatever  he  pleases.    He  is  indeed 

piblic  is  kMded  (for  any  thing  we  can  see  to  moderate  enough  in  the  use  of  them,  and 

the  contrary)  entirely  gratis.    The  chief  arti-  condescends   to   settle  his  establishments     . 

des  of  the  increase  cie  on  the  navy,t  and  on  £.3,468,161  a  year. 

tbe  army  and  ordnance  cxtraordinarics;  the        However,  he  has  natyet  done  with  it;  he 

■avy  being  estimated  in  his  State  of  the  Na-  has  further  ideas  of  saving,  and  new  resources 
lim  £.50,000  a  year  more,  and  the  army  and 

oniBaDce  exlraordinaries  £.40,000  more,  than  that  he  cannot  abide  by  the  plan  of  the  Cons]. 

■s  bad  thought  proper  to  allow  for  them  in  that  f.f ^^ij".? !" ''''LP^i/'^  "^I'J:;}^^^  ^*»**"3' 

•    L-    ><•      -J     .-  I.-  L  I.         1  to  give  i:  up.    Such  an  enormous  diiierence  as 

tacunate  m  his  Considfc  (rfumt,  which  he  makes  that  between  £.35,000  and  £.300  000  puia  bim 

4e  fbimdation  of  his  present  project.    He  has  to  a  stand.    Should  he  adopt  the  latter  plan,  of 

giveii  DO  aort  of  reason,  stated  no  sort  of  ne-  increased  expense,  he  must  then  confess  that  he 

esmtj,  Ibr  this  additiomil  allowance,  either  in  ^"^^  ?h"/n.!ti!?'^?^hf i^lii/rf'^f^^'n",'^  f'"*^ 

^      ■"     _.  ,  ,,        .,  ^,r,  V  .      ..„  v/iih  the  public ;  at  the  same  time  all  his  future 

fte  one  article  or  the  other.    What  is  stul  promises  of  reduaion  must  fall  to  the  ground 

nger,  lie  admits  that  his  allowance  for  the  If  he  stuck  to  the  £.35,000,  he  was  sure  that 

\j  and  ordnance  eztrrjs  is  too  great,  and  ^^c'T  one  must  expect  rrom  him  some  account 

■It  refers  you  to  the    CmsidcratUma d  ^^"^  ?'"  monstrous  charge  came  to  continue 

mtj   ixacra  jruu   ly    uic^wwioc^omwiw,^  ^^^^  ^j^^^  ^j^^  ^^^     ^j^^^  ^j  ^^  dearly  unnc 

,  nr  trom  giving  £.7d,UUU  a  year  to  that  ceaaary ;  how  all  those  successions  of  ministers 

e  as  the  State  of  the  Naticn  has  done,  (his  own  included)  came  to  pay  it,  and  whv  his 

Iba  aotlior  apprehends  his  own  scanty  provi-  ^""t  friend  in  Parliament,  and  his  partisans 

.Lm.  -r  ^  «R7vm  ♦«  iv  K»  fo-  «/w»  ^rwr..:^.>»ki»  without  doors,  came  not  to  pursue  to  ruin,  at 

sm  ef  £.36,000  to  be  by  far  too  considerable,  ^^^^  ^^  „„g^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  j^„j,|^„  ^^  ^        '^^ 

and  thmka  it  may  well  admit  of  further  reduc-  less  and  scandalous  a  profusion.    In  this  strait 

tiona.§    Thai,  according  to  his  own  princi-  he  took  a  middle  way ;  and,  to  come  nearer  the 

lies,  this  great  cBConomist  falls  into  a  vicious  ^^^  ^«te  of  the  service,  he  outbid  the  Consi- 

LZi:«.i:*«  .  .n/i  :.  ..  f.r  in  ki.  oatSmafA  from  dcrBtloos,  St  oue  stroke,  £.40,009 ;  at  the  same 

prodigakty ;  and  u  as  far  m  his  est  mate  from  y„^  j^e  hints  to  you,  that  you  may  expect  some 

acoosi^ency  with  his  own  principles  as  with  benefit  also  from  the  original  plan.    But  the 

tvt  real  native  of  the  services.  author  of  the  Considerations  willnot  suffer  him 

to  escape  it.    He  has  pinned  him  down  to  hie 

e  ConsMeraUons,  p.  43.    State  of  the  Nation,  £.85,000 :  for  that  is  the  sum  he  has  chosen, 

^  SS.  not  as  what  he  thinks  will  probably  be  requir- 

\  IMd.  ibid.  t  P-  ^^-  ed,  but  as  making  the  most  ample  allowance  fsr 

\  The  author  of  the  Suue  of  the  Nation,  p.  every  possible  contingency.    See  that  author. 

S4,  Informs  us,  that  the  sum  of  £.75,000,  allow-  p.  4Q  and  43. 

•d  by  him  for  the  extras  of  the  army  and  ord-        ||  He  has  done  great  injustice  to  the  esia 

aance,  is  far  less  than  was  allowed  for  the  same  blishmcnt  of  176S;  but  I  have  not  here  time  foi 

service  hi  the  years  1767  and  1768.    It  is  so  un-  this  discussion ;  nor  is  it  necessary  to  this  argu 

doofaiedlj ,  and  by  at  least  £.900,000.    Ho  sees  menL  * 


126  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  PRESENT 

uf  revenue.    Tliese  additional    aariogs   are  Before  we  examine  into  the  consequences  of 

principally  two :  1st, /<  Mto6e/Kped,*8ay8he,  these  schemes,  and  the  probability  of  tbeM 

that  the  sum  of  £.'250,000  (which  in  the  esti*  savings,  let  us  suppose  them  all  real  and  aU 

mate,  ho  allows  for  the  deGciency  of  land  and  safe,  and  then  see  what  it  is  they  amount  to, 

malt)  will  be  less  by  £^7,924.t  and  how  he  reasons  on  them : 

2d,  That  the  sum  of  £.20,000  allowed  for  the 

Foundling  Hospital,  and  £.1,800  for  Ameri-  De6ciency  on  land  and  malt, 

ean  surveys,  will  soon  cease  to  be  necessary,  less  by            ...             £.37,000 

as  the  services  will  be  completed.  Foundling  Hospital         -         -           20,000 

What  follows  with  regard  to  the  r»ources,|  American  surveys,      -        •                   1,800 

is  very  well  worthy   the  reader's  attention.  ■ 

♦♦Of  this  estimate,"  says  he,  ♦'upwards  of  £.58,800 
£.300,000  will  be  for  the  plantation  service; 

and  that  sum,  I  hope,  the  people  of  Ireland  and  This  is  the  amount  of  the  only  articles  of 

the  colonies  might  be  induced  to  take  off  Great  saving  he  specifies ;   and  yet  he  chooses  to 

Britain,  and  defray  between  them,  in  the  pro-  assert  "  that  we  may  venture  on  the  credit  of 

portion    of  £.200,000   by  the    colonies,   and  them  to  reduce  the  standyig  expenses  of  the 

£.100,000  by  Ireland ."  estimate  (from  1 .3,468,161 )  to  £.3,d00,000;''§ 

Such  is  the  whole  of  this  mighty  scheme,  that  is,  for  a  saving  of  £.59,000,  he^  not 
Take  his  reduced  estimate,  and  his  further  r^  ashamed  to  take  credit  for  a  defalcation  from 
ductic.13,  and  his  resources  all  together,  and  his  own  ideal  establishment  in  a  stmi  of  no 
the  result  will  be ;  Ho  will  cerUdnly  lower  the  less  than  £.168,161  I  Suppose  even  that  we 
provision  made  for  the  navy.  He  will  cut  off  were  to  take  up  the  estimate  of  the  Consider- 
largely  (God  knows  what  or  how)  from  the  ations,  (which  is  however  abandoned  in  the 
army  and  ordnance  extraordinaries.  He  may  State  of  the  Nation,)  and  reduce  his  £.75,000 
be  expected  to  cut  off  more.  He  hopee  that  tho  extraordinaries  to  the  original  £.35,000,  stffi 
deficiencies  on  land  and  malt  will  be  less  than  all  these  savings  joined  together  give  us  but 
usual';  and  he  hopes  that  America  and  Ireland  £.98,800;  that  is,  near  £.70,000  short  of  the 
might  be  induced  to  take  off  £.300,000  of  our  credit  he  calls  for,  and  for  which  he  has  neither 
annual  charges.  given  any  reason,  nor  furnished  any  data  what* 

If  any  of  these  Hopes,  Mights,  Insinuations,  soever  for  others  to  reason  upon. 

Expectations  and  Inducements,  should  fail  him,  Such  are  his  savings,  as  operating  oo  hie 

there  will  be  a  formidable  gaping  breach  in  his  own  project  of  a  peace  establishment.    Let  at 

whole  project.    If  all  of  them  should  fail,  he  now  consider  them  as  they  affect  the  existing 

has  lefl  the  nation  without  a  glinmiering  of  establishment  and  our  actual  services.  He  telk 

hope  in  this  thick  night  of  terrours  which  he  us,  the  sum  allowed  in  his  estimate  for  the 

has  thought  fit  to  spr^  about  us.  If  every  one  Davy  is  <'  £  .69,321  less  than  the  grant  for  that 

of  them,  which,  attended  with  success,  woukl  service  in  1767;  but  in  that  grant  £.30,000 

signify  any  thing  to  our  revenue,  can  have  no  was  included  for  the  purchase  of  hemp,  and  a 

effect  but  to  add  to  our  distractions  and  dangers,  savmg  of  about  £.25,000  was  made  in  that 

we  shall  be  ifpossible  in  a  still  worse  condition  year.''    The  author  has  got  some  secret  in 

from  his  projects  of  cure  than  he  represents  us  arithmetic.     These   two  sums  put  together 

from  our  original  disorders.  amount,  in  the  ordinary  way  of  computing,  to 

£.55,000,  and  not  to  £  .69,321.    On  what  prin* 

T  T'^'t  1           .u:     .,^,   u-  f  11    •«.«  .  ciple  has  he  chosen  to  take  credit  for  £.14,921 

f  In  makin«?  up  this  account,  he  falls  into  a  ^    n    rw%       l  .  .l-      .                               . 

surprising  errour  of  ariihmeui     '•The  defl.  more?    To  what  this  strange  inaccuracy  is 

cioncy  of  the  land  tax  in  the  year  1754  and  owing,  I  cannot  possibly  comprehend ;  nor  is  it 

1753,*  when  it  was  at  '2*.  amounted  to  no  more,  very  material,  where  the  logic  is  so  bad,  and 

®!I  A  7/*?i"™'  '***?  ^••.f^"'^  *  %  ^oMf-'L'  *•"  .k!  the  poUcy  so  erroneous,  whether  the  arithmetic 
add  half  the  *Mm,  i(  will  give  us  £.79,na8  as  the  ,     .*^  ^  '      ..                r»  .  •             u  —     r 
peace  deficiency  at  8».  ^  }^^  °^  otherwise.    But  in  a  scheme  for 
Total.            •           .           •         £.49,373  making  this  nation  "  happy  at  home  and  re- 
Add  ihe  half,             •           •             24,686  spected  abroad,  formidable  in  war  and  flourish- 

£  74  058  *"*  "*  peace,"  it  is  surely  a  little  unfortunate 

Which  he  makes  £.79,058.    This  is  indeed  to  ^^  "»»  ^^  ^e  has  picked  out  the  Natn/,  as  the 

disfavour  of  his  argument;  but  we  shall  see  that  very  first  object  of  his  oeconominal  experi- 

he  has  ways,  by  other  errours,  of  reimburohig  meats.    Of  all  the  public  services,  that  of  the 
himself. 

"•»*•             .     .P.»  ♦P.43. 


STATE  OP  THE  NATION.  127 

mrj  is  the  one  in  which  tampering  may  be  of  the  eflfect  of  lessening  the  bill  fcr  vxtnonli- 

ths  greatest  danger,  fHiich  can  worst  be  sup-  naries,  which,  if  not  this  year,  yet  in  the  next 

pGed  upon  an  emergency,  and  of  which  any  we  must  certainly  feel.     Care  has  not  been 

frihve  draws  after  it  the  longest  and  heaviest  wanting  to  introduce  oeconomy  into  that  part 

train  of^  consequences.    I  am  far  from  saying,  of  the  sorrice.    The  author's  great  friend  has 

ffast  thk  or  any  service  ought  not  to  be  con-  made,  I  admit,  some  regulations;  his  imme* 

incted  with  (economy.    But  I  will  never  suffer  diate  successors  have  n«de  more  and  better, 

the  sacred  name  of  oeconomy  to  be  bestowed  This  part  will  be  handled  more  ably  and  more 

ipon  arbitrary  defalcation  of  charge.    The  minutely  at  another  time:   but  no  one  can  cot 

author  teOs  us  himself,  **  that  to  suffer  the  navy  down  this  bill  of  extraordinaries  at  his  pleasure, 

to  rot  in  harbour  for  want  of  repairs  and  ma-  The  author  has  given  us  nothing,  but  his  word, 

riaea,  would  be  to  invite  destruction."  It  woukl  for  any  certain  or  considerable  reducticm ;  and 

btio.    When  the  author  talks  therefore  of  this  we  ought  to  be  the  more  cautious  in  taking, 

Kringfl  oik  the  navy  estimate,  it.  is  incumbent  as  he  has  promised  great  savings  in  his  Coit- 

«a  him  to  let  us  know,  not  what  sums  he  wiU  tiderations,  which  he  has  not  diosen  to  abide 

cot  off,  but  what  branch  of  that  service  he  by  in  his  State  of  the  Nation. 


imam  saperfluoin.    Instead  of  putting  \uaSt        On  this  head  also  of  the  American  extraor* 

vjik  moManing  generalities,  be  ou^t  to  have  dinaries,  he  can  take  credit  for  nothing.    Am 

Miled  what  naval  force,  what  naval  works,  and  to  his  next,  the  lessening  of  the  deficiency  of 

what  navml  stores,  with  the  lowest  estimated  the  land  and  malt  tax,  particularly  of  the  malt 

flipeiMe,  are  necessary  to  keep  our  marine  in  tax ;  any  person  the  least  conversant  in  that 

I  oondition  commensurate  to  its  great  ends,  subject  cannot  avoid  a  smile.    This  deficiency 

And  this  tooj^  for  the  contracted  and  deceit-  arises  from  charge  of  collection,  from  anticipa< 

fd  space  of 'single  year,  but  for  some  reason-  tion,  and  firom  defective  produce.    What  has 

•hb   term.     Every  body  knows  that  many  the  author  said  on  the  reduction  of  any  head 

-*^  cannot  be  in  their  nature  regular  or  ofthisdeficiencyupcm  the  land  tax?  On  these 

In  the  year  1767  a  stock  of  hemp,  &c.  points  he  is  absolutely  silent.    As  to  the  defi^ 

lr>  be  laid  in  ;  that  charge  intermits,  but  it  ciency  on  the  malt  tax,  which  is  chiefly  owing 

I  not  end.    Other  charges  of  other  kinds  to  a  defective  produce,  he  has,  and  can  have 

Idbe  their  place.    Great  worics  are  now  carry-  nothing  to  propose.    If  this  deficiency  shouk! 

iiig  OQ  at  Portsmouth,  but  not  of  greater  mag*  be  lessened  by  the  increase  of  malting  in  any 

■tada  than  utility ;  and  they  must  bo  provided  years  more  than  in  others,  (as  it  is  a  greatly 

6r.  A  year's  estimate  is  therefore  no  just  idea  fluctuating  object,)  how  much  of  this  obligation 

ttalof  a  permanoit  peace  establishment.  Had  riiall  wo  owe  to  this  author's  ministry?  will  it 

dM  author  opened  this  matter  upon  these  plain  not  be  tlie  mse  under  any  administration? 

I,  a  judgment  might  have  been  formed,  must  it  not  go  to  the  general  service  of  the 

fcr  ho  had  contrived  to  reconcile  national  year,  in  some  way  or  other,  let  the  finances  be 

with  public  cDOonomy.  Till  he  has  done  in  whose  hands  they  will  ?  But  why  take  credit 

it,  tfioao  11^  had  nxher  depend  on  any  man's  for  so  extremely  reduced  a  deficiency  at  all? 

naaoii  than  the  greatest  man's  authority,  will  I  can  tell  him  he  has  no  rational  ground  for  it 

■oC  give  him  credit  on  this  head,  for  the  saving  in  the  produce  of  the  year  1767 ;  and  I  suspect 

of  a  mt^  shilling.    As  to  those  savings  which  will  have  full  as  little  reason  from  the  produce 

wa  almdy  made,  or  in  course  of  being  made,  of  the  year  1768.    That  produce  may  indeed 

whuher  njght  or  wrong,  he  has  nothing  at  all  to  beonno  greater,  and  the  deficiency  of  course 

4d  with  than ;  they  can  be  no  part  of  his  pro-  will  be  less.    It  may  too  be  far  otherwise.    A 

jact,  considered  as  a  plan  of  reforination.    I  fair  and  judicious  financier  will  not,  as  this 

greatly  fear  that  the  errour  has  not  lately  been  writer  has  done,  for  the  sake  of  making  out  a 

OB  the  side  of  profusion.  specious  account,  select  a  favourable  year  or 

Aiy***T  head  is  the  saving  on  the  anny  and  two,  at  remote  periods,  and  ground  his  calcu- 

otdnaDce  extraordinaries,  particularly  in  the  lations  on  those.    In  1768  he  will  not  take  the 

American  branch.    What  or  how  mudi  reduo-  deficiencies  of  1763  and  1754  for  his  standard. 

tioD  nay  be  made,  none  of  us,  I  believe,  can  Sober  aien  have  hitherto  (and  must  continue 

with  any  fairness  pretend  to  say ;  very  little,  this  course,  to  preserve  this  character)  taken 

I  am  eoDvinced.    The  state  of  America  is  indifferently  the  mediums  of  the  years  imroe* 


iy  unsettled ;  more  troops  have  been  diately  preceding.    But  a  person  who  has  a 

thither ;   new  dispositions   have  been  scheme  from  which  he  promises  mucli  to  the 

;  and  this  augmentation  of  number,  and  public  ought  to  bo  still  more  cautitus ;   he 

change  of  disposition,  has  rarely,  I  believe*  should  ground  his  speculation  rather  on  tha 
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bwest  mediums ;  becauso  all  new  schemes  are  the  one  and  the  other  belcmg  equally  (as  indeod 

known  to  be  subject  to  some  defect  w  failure  all  the  rest  do)  (o  the  present  admiuistration, 

not  foreseen ;  and  which  therefore  every  pro-  to  any  administration ;  because  they  are  the 

dent  opposer  will  be  ready  to  allow  for,  in  ordw  gift  of  time,  and  not  the  bounty  of  the  exdi»> 

to  lay  his  foundation  as  low  and  as  solid  as  quer. 

possible.    Cluite  contrary  is  the  practice  of  I  have  now  done  with  all  the  minor  prepa»> 

some  politicians.    They  first  propose  savings,  ratory  parts  of  Uie  author's  scheme,  the  seveml 

which  they  well  know  cannot   be  made,   in  articles  of  saving  which   he  proposes.     M» 

order  to  get  a  reputation  for  oecooomy.  In  due  length  comes  the  capital  (^>eration,  his  new 

time  they  assume  anothe^,  but  a  different  resources.    Three  hundred  thousand  pounds  e 

method,  by  providing  for  the  service  they  had  year  from  America  and  Ireland.— Alas !  alas! 

before  cut  off  or  straitened,  and  which  they  if  that  too  should  fail  us,  what  will  become  of 

can  then  very  easily  prove  to  be  necessary,  this  poor  undone  nation?    The  author,  in  a 

In  the  same  spirit  they  raise  magnificent  ideas  tone  of  great  humility,  hope$  they  may  be 

of  revenue  on  funds  which  they  know  to  be  mduced  to  pay  it.    Well,  if  that  be  all,  we 

insufficient.  Afterwards,  who  can  blame  them,  may  hope  so  too :  and  for  any  light  he  is  pleased 

if  they  do  not  satisfy  the  public  desires?  They  to  give  us  into  the  ground  of  this  hope,  and  the 

are   great  artificers ;   but  they  cannot  work  ways  and  means  of  this  inducement,  here  it 

without  materials.  a  speedy  end  both  of  the  question  and  the 

These  are  aome  of  the  little  arts  of  great  revenue, 

statesmen.    To  such  we  leave  them,  and  fol-  It  is  the  constant  custom  of  tliis  author,  in  all 

low  where  the  author  leads  us,  to  his  next  his  writings,  to  take  it  (or  granted,  that  he  bat 

resource,  the  Foundling  Hospital.    Whatever  given  you  a  revenue,  whenever  he  can  pcnot 

particular  virtue  there  is  in  the  mode  of  this  out  to  you  where  you  may  have  money,  if  yoa 


saving,  there  seems  to  be  nothing  at  all  new,  can  contrive  how  to  got  at  it ;  and  this 

and  indeed  nothing  wonderfully  important  in  it.  to  be  the  master-piece  of  his  financial  abili^. 

The  sum  annually  voted  for  the  support  of  the  I  think,  however,  in  his  way  of  proceeding,  he 

Foundling  Hospital  has  been  in  a  farmer  par-  has  behaved  rather  like  an  harsh  step-dame, 

liament  limited  to  the  establishment  of  the  than  a  kind  nursing  mother  to  his  country.  Why 

children  then  in  the  hospital.    When  they  are  stop  at  £.300,000  ?    If  his  state  of  things  be  at 

apprenticed,  this  provision  will  cease.    It  will  all  founded,  America  and  Ireland  are  much 

therefore  fall  in  ukm^  or  less  at  different  times;  better  able  to  pay  £.600,000,  than  we  are  to 

and  will  at  length  cease  entirely.    But,  until  it  satisfy  ourselves  with  half  that  sum.  However, 

does,  we  cannot  reckon  upon  it  as  the  saving  let  us  forgive  him  this  one  instance  <^  tender* 

on  the  establishment  of  any  given  year:  nor  ness  towards  Ireland  and  the  cdonies. 

can  any  one  conceive  how  the  author  comes  to  He  spends  a  vast  deal  of  time,*  in  an  endea* 

mention    this,    any   more    than  some   other  vour  to  prove,  that  Ireland  is  able  to   bev 

articles,  as  a  part  of  a  new  plan  of  ceconomy  greater  impositions.    He  is  of  opinion,  tfait 

which  is  to  retrieve  our  affairs.    This  charge  the  poverty  of  the  lower  class  of  people  theia 

will  indeed  cease  in  its  own  time.    But  will  is,  in  a  great  measure,  owing  to  a  toani  ef 

no  other  succeed  to  it?  Has  he  ever  known  judicious  taxes;  that  a  land  tax  will  enri^ 

the  public  free  from  some  contingent  charge,  her  tenants ;  that  taxes  are  paid  in  EngbiiA 

either  for  the  just  support  of  royal  dignity,  or  whidi  are  not  paid  there;  that  the  colony  trade 

for  national  magnificence,  or  for  public  chari^,  is  increased  above  £.100,000  since  the  peace , 

or  for  public  service  ?  does  he  choose  to  flatter  that  she  ougfU  to  have  further  indulgence  in 

his  readeis  that  no  such  will  ever  return  ?   or  that  trade ;  and  ought  to  have  further  privilegaa 

does  he  in  good  earnest  declare,  that  let  the  in  the  woollen  manufacture.    From  these  pre- 

■eason,  or  necessity,  be  what  they  will,  he  is  mises,  of  what  she  has,  what  she  has  not,  and 

resolved  not  to  provide  for  such  services  ?  what  she  ought  to  have,  he  infers  that  IreUod 

Another  resource  of  oeconomy  yet  remains,  will  contribute  £.100,000  towards  the  eztriocw 

for  he  gleans  the  field  very  closely,  £.1,800  for  dinaries  of  the  American  establishment, 

the  American  surveys.    Why  what  signifies  a  I  shall  make  no  objections  whatsoever,  logi- 

dispute  about  trifles  ?   he  shall  have  it.    But  cal  or  financial,  to  this  reasoning :  many  occur; 

ndiile  he  is  carrying  it  off,  I  shall  just  whisper  but  they  would  lead  me  from  my  purpose,  frooi 

in  his  ear,  that  neither  the  saving  that  is  which  I  do  not  intend  to  be  diverted,  becauae 

aUowed,  nor  that  which  is  doubted  of,  can  at  it  seems  to  me  of  no  small  importance.  It  will 
all  belong  to  that  future  propoeed  administra^ 

tion,  whose  touch  is  to  ci  ire  all  our  evils.  Both  «  P  t6> 
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It  just  enougli  to  hint,  what  I  d&re  say  many  think  it  the  worst  bat  gain  in  the  world.   They 

readers  have  before  observed,  that  when  any  would  look  upon  the  one  as  whc^y  vitiated  and 

mu  proposes  new  taxes  in  a  country  with  poisoned  by  the  other ;  and,  if  they  could  not 

which  he  is  not  personally  conversant  by  resi-  be  separated,  would  infallibly  resist  them  both 

denoe  or  office,  he  ought  to  lay  opea  its  situa-  together.  Here  would  be  taxes  indeed,  amoant- 

Cioa  much  more  minutely  and  criticaBy  than  ing  to  an  handsome  sum;  £.100,000  very  efleet- 

in  author  has  done,  or  than  perhaps  he  is  uaUy  voted,  and  passed  through  the  best  and 

aUe  to  do.    He  ought  not  to  omtent  himself  most  authentic  forms ;  but  how  to  be  collected  ? 

with  saying  that  a  single  article  (^her  trade  is  — This  is  his  perpetual  manner.    One  of  hi* 

Brrwf*^  £.100,000  a  year;  he  ought,  if  he  projects  depends  for  success  upon  another  prc^ 

ugoea  from  the  increase  of  trade  to  the  increase  ject,  and  this  upon  a  third,  all  of  thorn  equally 

d  taxes,  to  state  the  whole  trade,  and  not  one  visionary.    His  finance  is  like  the  Indian  phi* 

Inodi  of  trade  only ;  he  ought  to  enter  fully  losophy ;  his  earth  is  poised  on  the  horns  of  a 

■lo  the  state  of  its  remittances,  and  the  course  bull,  his  bull  stands  upon  an  elephant,  his  ele> 

/  its  exdiange ;  he  ought  likewise  to  examine  phant  is  supported  by  a  tortoise ;  and  so  on 

elielher  all  its  establishinents  are  increased  or  for  ever. 

doBintdied ;  and  whether  it  incurs  or  discharges  As  to  his  American  £  J200,000  a  year,  he  is 

debts  aamially.    But  I  pass  over  all  this ;  and  satisfied  to  repeat  gravely,  as  he  has  done  an 

101  content  to  adc  a  few  plain  questions.  hundred  times  before,  that  the  Americans  are 

Does  the  author  then  seriously  mean  to  pro-  able  to  pay  it.    Well,  and  what  then?  does  he 

pose  in  periiament  a  land  tax,  or  any  tax  for  lay  open  any  part  of  his  plan  how  they  may  be 

iJOO^OOO  a  year  upon  Ireland?    If  ho  does,  compelled  to  pay  it,  without  plunging  ourselves 

asd  if  fatally,  by  his  temerity  and  our  weak-  into  calamities  that  outweigh  tenfold  the  pro- 

■esB,  he  shoukl  succeed;  then  I  say  he  will  posed  benefit?  or  does  he  shew  how  they  may  be 

hvm  the  whole  empire  &om  one  end  of  it  to  induced  to  submit  to  it  quietly  ?  or  does  he  give 

Iks  other  into  mortal  convulsions.    What  is  it  any  satisfaction  concerning  the  mode  of  levying 

dnt  can  satisfy  the  furious  and  perturbed  mind  it,  in  commercial  colonics  one  of  the  most  im- 

cf  this  man ;  is  it  not  enough  for  him  that  such  portant  anddifBcult  of  all  considerations  ?  "No- 

projects  have  alienated  our  colonics  firom  the  thing  like  it.    To  the  stamp  act,  whatever  its 

■odier  country,  and  not  to  propose  violently  to  excellencies  may  be,  I  think  he  will  not  in 

tear  oar  sister  kingdom  also  from  our  side,  and  reality  recur,  or  even  choose  to  assert  that  he 

IB  convince  everydependcnt  part  of  the  empire,  means  to  do  so,  in  case  his  minister  should 

ikatjwben  a  little  money  is  to  be  raised,  wo  come  again  into  power.    If  he  does,  I  willpre- 

btfvnosortof  regard  to  their  ancient  customs,  diet  that  some  of  the  fastest  friends  of  that 

Ibeir  opinions,  their  circumstances,  or  their  minister  will  desert  him  upon  this  point.    As 

ifcictiuiiiT    He  has  however  a  douceur  for  to  port  duties,  he  has  damned  them  all  in  the 

Mand  in  his  pocket ;  benefits  in  trade  by  open-  lump,  by  declaring  them  "  contrary  to  the  first 

iag  the  woollen  manufacture  to  that  nation.  A  principles  of  colonization,  and  not  less  prejudi- 

fwiy  ri^  idea  in  my  opinion;  but  not  more  cial  to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  than  to 

Strang  in  reason,  than  likely  to  be  opposed  by  those  of  the  colonies."'^    Surely  this  single 

the  Bost  poweiful  and  most  violent  of  all  local  observation  of  his  ought  to  have  taught  him  a 

prr|odice8  and  popular  passions.  First,  a  fire  is  little  caution ;  he  ought  to  have  begun  to  doubt, 

already  kindled  by  his  schemes  of  taxation  in  whether  there  is  not  something  in  the  nature 

America ;  he  then  proposes  one  which  will  set  of  commercial  colonies,  which  renders  them  an 

dl  Irdand  in  a  blaze ;  and  his  way  of  quench-  unfit  d)ject  of  taxation ;  when  port  duties,  so 

iog  both  is  by  a  plan  which  may  kindle  perhaps  large  a  fund  of  revenue  in  all  countries,  are  by 

ten  times  a  greater  flame  in  Britain.  himself  found,  in  this  case,  not  only  improper. 

Will  the  author  pledge  himself,  previously  but  destructive.    However  he  nas  here  pret^ 

lo  his  proposal  ofsuch  a  tax,  to  carry  this  en-  well  narrowed  the  field  of  taxation.    Stamp 

larfemenC  of  the  Irish  trade ;  if  he  does  not,  act,  hardly  to  be  resumed.    Port  duties,  mi»- 

then  the  tax  will  be  certain ;  tlie  benefit  will  be  chievous.    Excises,  I  believe,  ho  will  scarcely 

leaf  than  problematical.  In  this  view,  his  com-  think  worth  the  collection  (if  any  revenue  should 

pCMation  to  Ireland  vanishes  into  smoke ;  the  bo  so)  in  America.    Land  tax  (notnithstand- 

lax,  to  their  prejudices,  will  appear  stark  naked  ing  his  opinion  of  its  immense  use  to  agricul- 

ia  the  light  of  an  act  of  arbitrary  power  and  ture)  he  will  not  directly  propose,  before  he 

tfpprcMion.    But,  if  he  should  propose  the  has  thought  again  and  again  on  the  subjec 
beoefil  and  tax  together,  then  the  people  of  Ire- 

and,  a  very  high  and  spirited  people,  wouU  P.  S7. 
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Indeed  he  rery  readily  recommends  it  for  Ire-  Then  what  does  hb  get  by  this  method  on 
land,  and  seems  to  think  it  not  improper  fix*  the  side  of  acquiescence?  will  the  people  of 
America ;  because,  he  observes,  they  already  America  relish  this  course,  of  giving  and  grant- 
raise  most  of  their  taxes  internally,  including  ing  and  applying  their  money,  the  better  bo- 
this  tax.  A  most  curious  reastm  truly !  because  cause  their  assemblies  are  made  commissionera 
their  lands  are  already  heavily  burthened,  he  of  the  taxes  ?    This  is  far  worse  than  all  his 
thinks  it  right  to  burthen  them  still  further.  But  former  projects;  for  here,  if  the  asserablka 
ho  will  recollect,  for  surely  he  cannot  bo  igno-  shall  refuse,  or  delay,  or  be  negligent,  or  fimu* 
rant  of  it,  that  the  lands  of  America  are  not,  as  dulent,  in  this  new>impo8ed   duty,  we 
in  England,  let  at  a  rent  certain  in  money,  and  wholly  without  remedy ;  and  neither  our 
therefore  cannot,  as  here,  be  taxed  at  a  certain  tom-house  officers,  nor  our  troops,  nor 
pound  rate.    They  value  them  in  gross  among  armed  ships  can  be  of  the  least  use  in  the  ool- 
ibeosrives;  and  none  but  themselves  in  their  lection.    No  idea  can  be  more  contemptible  (I 
■ereral  dijtricis  can  value  them.     Without  will  not  call  it  an  oppressive  one,  the  harabneM 
Iheir  hearty  concurrence  and  co-operation,  it  is  is  lost  in  the  folly)  than  that  of  proposing  to 
evident,  wo  cannot  advance  a  step  in  the  as-  get  any  revenue  from  the  Americana  bat  bjr 
■easing  or  collecting  any  land  tax.    As  to  the  their  freest  and  most  cheerful  consent.    Mbel 
taxes  which  in  some  places  the  Americans  pay  monied  men  know  their   own  interest  ri^ 
by  the  acre,  they  are  merely  duties  of  regul&-  well ;  and  are  as  able  as  any  fmancier,  in  the 
tion:  they  are  small;  and  to  increase  them,  valuation  of  risks.    Yet  I  think  this  financier 
notwithstanding  the  secret  virtues  of  a  land  will  scarcely  iind  that  adventurer  hardy  enooffa, 
tax,  would  be  the  most  effectual  means  of  pre-  at  any  premium,  to  advance  a  shilling  upon  a 
venting  that  cultivation  they  are  intended  to  vote  of  such  taxes.    Let  him  name  the  manor 
promote.    Besides,  the  whole  country  is  hea^  set  of  men,  that  would  do  it.    This  is  theony 
vily  in  arrear  already  for  land  taxes  and  quit  proof  of  the  value  of  revenues  ;  what  wouU  tu 
rents.    They  have  different  methods  of  taxa-  interested  man  rate  them  at  ?    His  std)ecrip> 
ti<m  in  the  different  provinces,  agreeable  to  tion  would  be  at  ninety-nine  per  cent.  diBcounl 
their  several  local   circumstances.    In  New  the  very  first  day  of  its  opening.    Here  is  oar 
England  by  far  the  greatest  part  of  their  reve-  only  national  security  from  ruin ;  a  secari^ 
nue  is  raised  by  faculty  taxes  and  catpUationa.  upon  which  no  man  in  his  senses  twoukl  vcn* 
Such  is  the  method  in  many  others.    It  is  ob-  ture  a  shilling  of  his  fortune.    Yet  be  pate 
vious  that  parliament,  unassisted  by  the  colonies  down  those  art  icles  as  gravely  in  his  supply  fer 
themselves,  cannot  take  so  much  as  a  single  step  the  peace  establishment,  as  if  the  money  had 
in  this  mode  of  taxation.   Then  what  tax  is  it  been  all  fairly  lodged  in  the  exchequer, 
he  will  impose  ?    Why,  afler  all  the  boasting 

speedies  and  writings  of  his  fiu^ioQ  fi>r  these  American  revenue,     •        -        £.900,000 

four  years,  after  all  the  vain  expectations  which  Ireland,          -             •        -            100,000 
they  have  held  out  to  a  deluded  public,  this 

their  great  advocate,  after  twisting  the  subject  Very  handsome  indeed !  but  if  supply  is  to  ba 

every  way,  ailer  writhing  himself  in  every  pos-  got  in  such  a  manner,  farewell  the  locratrrv 

ture,  afler  knocking  at  every  door,  is  obliged  mystery  of  finance !    If  you.  are  to  be  credited 

fairly  to  abandon  every  mode  of  taxation  what-  for  sarings,  without  shewing  how,  why,  or 

soever  in  America.    He  thinks^  it  the  best  with  what  safety,  they  are  to  be  made ;  and  fer 

method  for  parliament  to  impose  the  sum,  and  revenues,  without  specifying  on  what  artidea, 

reserve  the  account  to  itself,  leaving  the  mode  or  by  what  means,  or  at  what  expense,  they  are 

of  taxation  to  the  colonies.    But  how  and  in  to  bo  collected ;  there  is  not  a  clerk  in  a  publie 

what  proportion  ?  what  does  the  author  say  ?  office  who  may  not  outbid  this  author,  or  hia 

O,  not  a  single  syllable  on  this  the  most  mate-  fi'iend,  for  the  department  of    hancdlor  of  the 

rial  part  of  the  whole  question.    Will  he,  in  exchequer;  not  an  apprentice  in  the  city,  thai 

parliament,  undertake  to  settle  the  prqx»rtioas  will  not  strike  out,  with  the  safaie  advantagea, 

of  such  pajrroents  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Nevis,  the  same,  or  a  much  larger,  plan  of  supply, 

in  no  fewer  than  six  and  twenty  different  coun-  Here  is  the  whole  of  what  belongs  to  the 

tries,  >'arying  in  almost  every  possibte  circum*  author*s  scheme  for  saving  us  from  impending 

stance  one  from  another  ?  if  he  does,  I  tell  him,  destruction.    Take  it  even  in  its  most  favouiw 

he  adjourns  his  revenue  to  a  very  long  day.  able  point  of  view,  as  a  thing  within  poesibi* 

If  he  leaves  it  to  themselves  to  settle  these  Hty ;  and  imagine  what  must  be  the  wisdom  of 

proportions,  he  adjourns  it  to  doomsday.  this  gentleman,  or  his  opinion  of  ours,  who 

*  P  S7, 8S  could  first  think  of  representing  this  nation  in 
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Mch  a  ilite,  as  no  firieod  can  look  upon  but  can  make  them  more  dangeroue,  but  that,  at 

with  homxar,  and  acarce  an  enemy  without  they  are  already  in  general  composed  of  hit 

coBfairioa,  and  afterwards  oTdiverting  them-  diKiples  and  instruments,  they  may  add  to  the 

•ahw  with  such  inadequate,  impracticable,  public  calamity  cf  their  own  measures,  the 

Mila  methods  tor  our  relief?    If  these  had  adoption  ofhis  projects.    But  be  the  ministers 

wa  (bs  dreams  cf  some  unknown,  tmnamed,  what  they  may,  the  author  knows  that  they 

■d  aanwlsss  writer,  they  would  excite  no  could  not  avoid  applying  this  £.450,000  to  this 

lini;  their  weakness  had  been  an  antidote  to  service  of  the  establishment,  as  faithfully  as 

iMr  malignity.    But  as  they  are  universally  he,  or  any  other  minister,  couU  do.  I  say  they 

kifiived  to  be  written  by  fhe  hand,  or  what  oouki  not  avoid  it,  and  have  no  merit  at  all  for 


MMBts  to  the  same  thing,  under  the  imroe-  the  application.     But   supposing    that  they 

itta  direction,  of  a  person  who  has  been  in  should  greatly  mismanage  this  revenue.    Here 

ii  ■anagement  of  the  highest  afiairs,  and  may  is  a  good  deal  6[  room  for  mistake  and  prodi- 

iHS  be  in  the  same  situation,  I  think  it  is  not  to  gality  before  you  come  to  the  edge  of  ruin. 

kiisdBoned  among  our  greatest  consolatioos,  The  difference  between  the  amount  of  that  rea) 

iu  Aa  yet  remaining  power  cS  this  kingdom  and  his  imaginary  revenue  is,  £.150,000  a  year, 

Hto  be  eaaployed  in  an  attempt  to  realize  no*  at  least ;  a  tolerable  sum  for  them  to  play  with: 

(fan  that  are  at  once  so  frivolous,  and  so  full  this  might  compensate  the  difference  between 

tf  daafsr.    That  consideration  will  justify  me  the  author's  ceconoroy  and  their  profusion ;  and 

■^weUiog  a  UttJe  knger  on  the  di^ulties  of  still,  notwithstanding  their  vices  and  ignorance, 

iiHtioB,  aad  the  solutions  of  our  author.  the  nation  might  be  saved.    The  author  ought 

I  asa  then  persuaded  that  he  cannot  be  in  also  to  recollect,  that  a  good  man  woukl  hardly 

At  least  alarmed  about  our  situation,  let  his  deny,  even  to  the  worst  of  ministers,  the  means 

Mery  be  vrliat  he  pleases.    I  will  give  him  a  of. doing  their  duty ;  especially  in  a  crisis  when 

for  my  opinion,  which,  I  think,  he  our  being  depended  on  supplymg  them  with 

dispute.    All  that  he  bestows  upon  the  some  means  or  other.    In  such  a  case  their 

whidi  it  does  not  possess  without  him,  penury  of  mind,    in   discovering  resources, 

posing  it  all  sure  money,  amounts  to  no  wouki  make  it  rather  the  more  necessary,  not 

^ora  dian  a  suns  of  £.  900,000  a  year.    This,  to  strip  such  poor  providers  of  the  littlo  stock 

b  tUnks,  will  do  the  business  completely  ,and  they  had  in  hand. 

nadir  ns  flourishing  at  home,  and  respectable  Besides,  here  is  another  subject  of  distress, 

iknad.  If  the  option  between  glory  and  shame,  and  a  very  serious  one,  which  puts  us  again  to 

if  sir  sahration  or  destruction,  depended  on  this  a  stand.    The  author  may  possibly  not  come 

IM,  it  is  impossible  that  he  should  have  been  into  power,  (I  only  sUte  the  possibility:)  he 

Mirs,  and  made  a  merit  of  that  activity,  in  may  not  always  continue  in  it ;  and  if  the  con- 

~a  shilling  in  the  pound  of  the  land  tax,  trarjr  to  all  this  shouki  fortunately  for  us  happen, 

ne  up  to  his  grsixl  desideratum,  and  what  insurance  on  his  life  can  be  made  for  a 

ofX.100,000more.  By  thismanceuvre,  sum  adequate  to  hii  k)ss7    Then  we  are  thus 

ks left  oar  trade,  navigation,  and  manufactures,  unluckily  situated,  that  the  Stance  of  an  Ame- 

«i  the  verge  of  destruction,  our  6nances  in  rican  and  Irish  revenue  of  £.900,000  to  be 

nil,  oar  credit  expiring,  Ireland  on  the  point  managed  by  him,  is  to  save  us  from  ruin  two 

ifbeing  coded  to  France,  the  colonies  of  being  or  three  years  hence  at  best,  to  make  us  happy 

loi  lo  pieces,  the  succession  of  the  crown  at  at  home  and  glorious  abroad ;  and  the  actual 

tm  aasivy  of  our  great  rival,  and  the  kingdom  possession  of  £.400,000  English  taxes  cannot 

ifeiV  «a  the  very  point  of  becoming  tributary  so  much  as  protract  our  ruin  without  him.   So 

to  flat  haughty  power.    All  this  for  want  of  we  are  staked  on  four  chances;  his  power,  its 

jMQjOOO;  for  I  defy  the  reader  to  point  out  permanence,  the  success  of  his  projects,  and 

■gr  odwr  revenue,  or  any  other  precise  and  the  duration  of  his  life.    Any  one  of  these  fail* 

Med  scheme  of  politics,  which  he  assigns  ing,  we  are  gone.  Propria  hoc  d  doimafui»$eni ! 

ir  oar  redempdon.  This  is  no  unfair  representation ;  ultimately  all 

I  hoow  that  two  things  may  be  said  in  his  hangs  on  his  life,  because,  in  his  account  of 

Mbooa,  as  bad  reasons  are  always  at  hand  in  every  set  of  men  that  have  held  or  supported 

■i  iDdifferent  cause  ;  that  he  was  not  sure  the  administration,  he  finds  neither  virtue  nor  abi- 

7  wookl  be  applied  as  he  thinks  it  ought  lity  in   any  but  himself.     Indeed   he  pays 

,  by  the  present  ministers.    I  think  as  ill  (through  their  measures)  some  compliments 

im  as  he  does  to  the  full    They  have  done  to  Lord  Bute  and  Lord  Despenser.  But  to  the 

^  near  as  much  mischief  as  they  can  do,  to  latter,  this  is,  I  suppose,  but  a  civility  to  old 

•  eoostitution  so  robust  as  this  is.    Nothing  acquaintance:  to  the  former,  a  little  stroke  d 

Vol.  I.— 9  H 
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polities.    We  may  therefore  &iriy  say,  that  insist,  that  we  should  put  tnis  revenue  to  tli 

our  only  hope  is  his  life ;  and  he  has,  to  make  account  of  his  [^ans  or  his  power ;  and  fir 

it  the  more  so,  taken  care  to  cut  off  any  resource  very  plain  reason :  we  are  already  near  two  ytti 

which  we  possessed  independent  of  him.  in  possession  of  it.    By  what  means  we  cam 

In  the  next  place  it  may  be  said,  to  excuse  to  that  possession,  is  a  pretty  long  story ;  hou 

any  appearance  cf  inconsistency  between  the  ever,  I  shall  give  nothing  more  than  a  Aa 

author's  actions  and  his  declarations,  that  he  abstract  of  the  proceeding,  in  order  lo  m 

thought  it  right  to  relieve  the  landed  interest,  whether  the  author  will  take  to  himtvlf  an 

and  lay  the  burthen  ndiere  it  ought  to  lie,  on  part  in  that  measure, 
the  colonies.    What!  to  take  off  a  revenue  so        The  fact  is  this;  the  East  India  conpaa 

necessary  to  our  being,  before  any  thing  whati-  had  for  a  good  while  solicited  the  ministij  fj 

soever  was  acquired  in  the  place  of  it?  In  a  negotiation,  by  which  they  proposed  to  pa 

prudence,  he  ought  to  have  waited  at  least  for  largely  for  some  advantages  in  their  trade,  ao 

the  first  quarter's  receipt  of  the  new  anonymous  for  the  renewal  of  their  charter.   This  had  bea 

American  revenue,  and  Irish  land  tax.  Ii  there  the  former  method  of  transacting  with  flia 

something  so  specific  for  our  disorders  in  Ame-  body.     Grovemment  having  only  leased  tb 

rican,  and  something  so  poisonous  in  English  monopoly  for  short  terms,  the  ooamany  ha 

money,  that  one  is  to  heal,  the  other  to  destroy  been  obliged  to  resort  to  it  frequently  for  renenv 

a  ?    To  say  that  the  Unded  interest  could  not  als.    These  two  parties  had  always  negotiatai 

contmue  to  pay  it  for  a  year  or  two  longer,  is  (on  the  true  principle  of  credit)  not  as  gofwa 

more  than  the  author  will  attempt  to  prove,  ment  and  subject,  but  as  equal  dealers,  on  tin 

To  say  that  they  toould  pay  it  no  longer,  is  to  footing  of  mutual  advantage.     The  public  hai 

treat  the  landed  interest,  in  my  opinion,  very  derived  great  benefit  from  such  dealing.    Bn 

scurvily.    To  suppose  that  the  gentry,  dergy,  at  that  tmie  new  ideas  prevailed.    The  minii 

and  fi-eeholders  of  England  do  not  rate  the  try,  instead  of  listoiing  to  the  proposals  cf  fkm 

commerce,  the  credit,  the  religion,  the  liberty,  company,  chose  to  set  up  a  claim  of  the  croai 

the  independency  of  their  country,  and  the  sue-  to  their  possessions.    The  original  plan  sasBi 

cession  of  their  crown,  at  a  shilling  in  the  to  have  been,  to  got  the  house  of  commooi  ti 

pound  land  tax!  They  never  gave  him  reason  compliment  Uie  crown  with  a  sort  cf  juridioi 

to  think  so  meanly  of  them.  And,  if  I  am  rightly  declaration  of  a  title  to  the  company's  UHpAA 

informed,  when  that  measure  was  debated  in  tions  in  India ;  which  the  crown,  on  its  pait 

parliament,  a  very  different  reason  was  assigned  with  the  best  air  in  the  world,  was  to  bwtaa 

by  the  author's  great  fiiend,  as  well  as  by  others,  upon  the  public.    Then  it  would  come  to  tfat 

for  that  reduction :  one  very  different  fixNU  the  turn  of  the  house  of  commons  again  to  bi 

critical  and  almost  desperate  state  of  our  finan-  liberal  and  gratefol  to  the  crown.    Tho  ciri! 

ces.    Some  people  then  endeavoured  to  prove,  list  debts  were  to  be  paid  off;  with  perhafW  I 

that  the  reduction  might  be  made  without  detri-  pretty  augmentation  oif  income.     All  this  m 

ment  to  the  national  credit,  or  the  due  support  to  be  done  on  the  most  publio>spirited 

of  a  proper  peace  establishment ;  otherwise  it  pies,  and  with  a  politeness  and  mutual 

is  obvious  that  the  reduction  could  not  be  de-  change  of  good  offices,  that  could  not  but 

fonded  in  argument    So  that  this  author  can-  charmed.    But  what  was  best  of  aQ,  these  citl 

not  despair  so  much  of  the  commonwealth,  lities  were  to  be  without  a  farthing  of  charm  a 

without  this  American  and  Irish  revenue,  as  either  of  the  kind  and  obliging  partiee.^— Tim 

he  pretends  to  do.    If  he  does,  the  readw  sees  East  India  company  was  to  be  covered  witi 

how  handsomely  he  has  provided  for  us,  by  infamy  and  disgrace,  and  at  the  same  time  wa 

voting  away  one  revenue,  and  by  giving  us  a  to  pay  the  whole  bill, 
pamphlet  on  the  other.  In  consequence  of  this  scheme,  the  temaan 

I  do  not  mean  to  blame  the  relief  which  was  of  a  parliamentary  inquiry  were  hung  over  thaai 

then  given  by  parliament  to  the  land.    It  was  A  judicature  was  assered  in  parliament  to  txi 

grounded  on  very  weighty  reasons.  The  admi-  this  question.    But  lest  this  judicial  charado 

nistration  contended  only  for  its  continuance  shoukl  chance  to  inspire  certain  stubborn  idea 

for  a  year,  in  order  to  have  the  merit  of  taking  of  law  and  right,  it  was  argued,  that  the  jadk 

off  the  shilling  in  the  potmd  immediately  before  cature  was  arbitrary,  and  ought  not  to  deter 

the  elections ;  and  thus  to  bribe  the  fireehoMers  mine  by  the  rules  of  law,  but  by  their  opiaioi 

of  England  with  their  own  money.  of  policy  and  expediency.    Nothing  exceodei 

It  is  true,  the  author,  in  his  estimate  of  ways  the  violence  of  some  of  the  managers,  eacep 

and  means,  takes  credit  for  £.400,000  a  year,  their  impotence.    They  were  bewildered  b; 

Vfiofi  revenue.  But  he  will  not  very  positively  their  passions,  and  by  their  want  of  knowledf 
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«r  want  of  coosidentioo  of  the  subject.    The  people  turned.    The  company  was  held  weO 

■ore  they  advanced,  the  further  they  found  able  to  pay  £.400,000  a  year  to  goyemment ; 

dMBwlrea  from  their  object. — ^All  things  ran  but  bankrupts,  if  they  attempted  to  divide  the 

■Mo  confuaioD.      The   ministers   quarrelled  fiAh  part  of  it  among  themselves.    An  ex  pott 

UMOg   themselves.     They  disclaimed  one  faeto  law  was  brought  in  with  great  precipitai- 

aodber.  They  suspended  violence,  and  shrunk  tion,  for  annulling  this  dividend.    In  the  bill 

fan  treaty.     The  inquiiy  was  ahnost  at  its  was  inserted  a  cLtuse,  which  suspended  for 

ifttt  gasp ;  when  some  active  persons  of  the  about  a  year  the  right,  which,  under  the  public 

eosipany  were  given  to  understand,  that  this  fiuth,  the  company  enjoyed,  of  making  their 

kstile  proceeding  was  only  set  up  m  terrorem  ;  own  dividends.   Such  was  the  disposition  and 

Alt  govenuneot  was  far  from  an  intention  of  temper  of  the  house,  that  although  the  plain  face 

mamg  upoo  the  possouions  of  the  company,  of  facts,  reason,  arithmetic,  all  the  authority, 

Ahiinisl ration,  they  said,  was  sensible,  that  pa(tB,  and  eloquence  in  the  kingdom,  wore 

At  idea  was  in  every  light  full  of  absurdity ;  against  this  bill;  though  all  the  chancellors  of 

lid  that  such  a  seizure  was  not  more  out  of  the  exchequer,  who  had  held  that  office  from 

4iir-  power,  than  remote  from  tlieir  wish^ ;  the  beginning  of  this  reign,  opposed  it ;  yet  a 

mi  Iberefore,  if  the  company  woukl  come  in  a  iew  place-men  of  the  subordinate  departments 

Bienl  manner  to  the  house,  tiiey  certainly  sprung  out  of  their  ranks,  took  the  lead,  and, 

onU  noC  fiul  of  putting  a  speedy  end  to  this  by  an  opinion  o/*  tome  tort  of  tearet  tuppori^ 

£sigreeable  business,  and  of  opening  the  way  carried  the  bill  with  a  high  hand,  kuiving  the 

Is  an  advantageous  treaty.  then  secretary  of  state  and  the  chancellor  of 

On  thki  hint  the  company  acted :  they  came  the  exchequer  in  a  very  moderate  minority.   In 

It  onoe  to  a  r|^ution  of  getting  rid  of  the  diffi-  this  distracted  situaticn,  the  managers  of  the 

irfiich  arose  from  the  complication  of  bill,  notwithstanding  their  triumph,  did  not 

trade  with  their  revenue ;  a  step  which  venture  to  propose  the  payment  of  the  civil 

fcn>uili  il  them  of  their  best  defensive  armour,  list  debt.     The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 

■d  put  them  at  once  into  the  power  of  admi-  was  not  in  good  humour  enough,  after  his 

list  il  inn.     They  threw  their  whole  stock  of  late  defeat  by  his  own  troops,  to  co-operate 

Svery  kind,  the  revenue,  the  trade,  and  even  in  such  a  design ;  so  they  made  an  act,  to 

httt  debt  from  government,  into  one  fund,  lock  up   the  oKiaey  in  the  exchequer  until 

«Udi  they  computed  on  the  surest  grounds  they  should  have  time  to  look  about  them, 

aorid  amount  to  £.800,000,  with  a  large  pro-  and  settle  among  themselves  what  they  were 

lahls  sorplus  for  the  payment  of  debt.    Then  to  do  with  it. 

4ey  agreed  to  divide  this  sum  in  equal  por-  Thus  ended  this  unparalleled  transaction. 

lioHi  between   themselves   and   the   public.  The  author,  I  believe,  will  not  claim  any  part 

£400,000  to  each.    This  gave  to  the  proprie-  of  the  glory  of  it:  he  will  leave  it  whole  and 

ton  of  that  fimd  an  annual  augmentation  of  no  entire  to  the  authors  of  the  measure.     The 

■ore  than  £.80,000  dividend.    They  ought  to  money  was  the  voluntary  free  gifl  of  the  com- 

nMsive  from  government  £.120,000for  the  loan  pany;   the   rescinding   bill  was    the  act  of 

•f  their  capital.    So  that,  in  fact,  the  whole,  legislature,  to  which  they  and  we  owe  submis- 

wUehoDtlus  plan  they  reserved  to  themselves,  sion:  the  authcur  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 

Ion  their  vast  revenues,  from  their  extensive  one  or  with  the  other.    However,  he  cannot 

ItHie,  and  in  consideration  of  the  great  risks  avoid  rubbing  himself  against  this  subject 

ad  mi^y  expenses  which  purchased  these  merely  for  the  pleasure  of  stirring  controver- 

advaatages,    amounted    to    no    more    than  sies,  and  gratifying  a  certain  pruriency  of  taxa- 

£Jt80fi00f  whilst  government  was  to  receive,  tion  that  seems  to  infect  his  Uood.  It  ia  merely 

H I  said,  £.400,000.  to  iodulge  himself  in  speculations  of  taxing, 

Tim  proposal  was  thought  by  themselves  that  he  chooses  to  harangue  on  this  subject. 

Banral  indeed ;  and  they  expected  the  highest  For  he  takes  credit  for  no  greater  sum  than 

Hyiansfa  for  it.     However,  their  reception  tho  puUic  ii  already  in  possessicm  o£   Ho  does 

was  very  different   from  their  expectations,  not  hint  that  the  company  means,  or  has  ever 

Wlioa  they  brought  up  their  plan  to  the  house  shewn  any  disposition,  if  monafed  with  com- 

af  conraons,  the  offer,  as  it  was  natural,  of  mon  prudence,  to  pay  less  in  future ;  and  he 

£400,000,  was  very  well  relished.    But  no-  cannot  doubt  that  the  present  ministry  are  as 

ifcwig  ooold  be  more  disgustfol  than  the  £.80,000  well  inclined  to  drive  them  by  their  mock  in- 

which  the  company  hod  divided  among  them-  quiries,  and  real  rescinding  bills,  as  he  can 

§dw0t,  A  violent  tempest  of  public  indignation  possibly  be  with  his  taxes.    Besides,  it  is  ol^ 

Md  fory  roes  against  them.     The  heads  of  vious,  that  as  great  a  sum  mi^t  have  been 
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drawn  from  that  company,  without  affecting  lame  end  may  not,  and  must  not,  be  cornpaMed, 

pn^»erty,  or  shakmg  the  constitution,  crendan-  according  to  its  circumstances,  of  a 

gering  the  principle  oTpublic  credit,  or  running  diversity  of  ways.     Thus  in  GtMt 

into  his  goUien  dreams  of  cockets  on  the  Gan-  some  of  our  establishments  are  apl  for  the 

ges,  or  visions  of  stamp  duties  on  Ptrtoanna?*,  port  of  credit.    They  stand  therefore  upon  a 

Diutiekif   Kiadmndee$t  and   Huabuihookutiu,  princifde  of  their  own,  distinct  from,  and  m 

For  once,  I  wiU  disappoint  him  in  this  part  cf  some  respects  contrary  to,  the  relation  betweea 

the  dispute ;  and  only  in  a  very  few  words  re>  prince  and  subject    It  is  a  new  species  of 

commend  to  his  consideration,  how  he  b  to  get  contract  superinduced  upon  the  old  contract  of 

ofi*  the  dangerous  idea  of  taxing  a  public  fund,  the  state.   The  idea  of  power  must  as  mocfa  as 

if  he  levies  those  duties  in  En^aikd ;  and  if  he  possible  be  banished  from  it ;  for  power  and 

is  to  levy  them  in  India,  what  provision  he  has  credit  are  things  adverse,  incompatible ;  Mm 

made  for  a  revenue  establishment  there;  sup-  beneeim9mnmtjnecinvna9edemonaUur,  Sadi 

posing  that  he  undertakes  this  new  scheme  of  establishments  are  our  great  monied  oonapi^ 

linance  independently  of  the  company,  and  nies.    To  tax  Uiem  would  be  critical  and  diui- 

against  its  inclinations.  gerous,  and  contradictory  to  the  yerj  purpose 

So  much  for  these  revenues ;  which  are  no-  of  their  institution ;  which  is  credit,  and  cannot 

thing  but  his  visions,  or  abready  the  national  pos-  therefore  be  taxation.    But  the  nation,  when  it 

sessions  without  any  act  of  his.    It  is  easy  to  gave  up  that  power,  did  not  give  up  the  advan- 

paradewith  a  high  talk  of  parliamentary  ri^ts,  tage;   but  supposed,  and   with  reason,  thai 

of  the  universality  of  legislative  powers,  and  of  government  was  overpaid  in  credit,  for  what  it 

uniform  taxation.    Men  of  sense,  when  new  seemed  to  lose  in  authcmty.    In  sudi  a  case 

projects  come  before  Uiem,  always  think  a  dia-  to  talk  of  the  rights  of  sovereignty,  is  quite 

course  proving  the  mere  right  or  mere  power  idle.  Other  establishments  suf^ly  otlvsr  modes 

d  acting  in  the  manner  proposed,  to  be  no  of  public  contribution.  Ourtradbigcoa^wnias, 

more  than  a  very  unpleasant  way  of  mis-  as  well  as  individual  importers,  are  a  fit  subjeel 

spending  time.    They  must  see  the  object  to  of  revenue  by  customs.     Some  esfahlishmeitts 

be  of  proper  magnitude  to  engage  them ;  they  pay  us  by  a  monopofy  of  their  consumption  and 

must  see  the  means  of  compassing  it  to  be  next  their  produce.     This,  nominally  no  tax,  in 

to  certain ;  the  mischiefs  not  to  counterbalance  reality  comprehends  all  taxes.  Such  establisb- 

the  profit;  they  will  examine  how  a  proposed  ments  are  our  colonies.    To  tax  them  wonU 

imposition  or  regulation  agrees  with  Uie  opin-  be  as  erroneous  in  policy,  as  rigorous  in  equity, 

ion  of  those  who  are  likely  to  be  sflTected  by  Ireland  supplies  us  by  fumishiog  troops  in 

it ;  they  will  not  de^>ise  the  consideration  even  war ;  and  by  bearing  part  of  our  foreign  ei 

of  their  habitudes  and  prejudices.    They  wish  blishment  in  peace.     She  aids  us  at  iSl '' 

to  know  how  it  accords  or  disagrees  with  the  by  the  m<niey  that  her  absentees  spend 

true  spirit  of  prior  estaUishments,  whether  of  us ;  which  is  no  small  part  of  the  rental  of  thu 

government  or  of  finance;  because  they  well  kingdom.    Thus  Ireland  contributes  her  pait. 

know,  that  in  the  complicated  ceconomy  cf  Some  objects  bear  port  duties.     Soow  ara 

great  kingdoms,  and  immense  revenues,  which  fitter  for  an  inland  excise.    The  mode  variaa, 

in  a  length  of  time,  and  by  a  variety  of  aoci-  the  object  is  the  same.    To  strain  these  Iran 

dents,  have  coalesced  into  a  sort  of  body,  an  their  old  and  inveterate  leanings,  might  impnir 

attempt  towards  a  compulsory  equality  in  all  the  old  benefit,  and  not  answer  the  end  cf  the 

<:ircumstances,  and  an  exact  practical  defini*  new  project.  Among  all  the  great  men  of  anti- 

tion  of  the  supreme  rights  in  every  case,  is  the  quity,  TVoerustet  shall  never  be  my  hero  of 

most  dangerous  and  chimerical  of  all  enter-  legislation ;  with  his  iron  bed,  the  iJlegory  of 

prises.    The  old  building  stands  well  enough,  his  government,  and  the  type  of  some  modem 

thou|^  part  Gothic,  part  Ghrecian,  and  part  policy,  by  which  the  long  limb  was  to  be  col 

Chinese,  until  an  attempt  is  made  to  square  it  short,  and  the  short  tortured  into  length.  Sooli 

into  imiformity.     Then  it  may  come  down  was  the  state-bed  of  uniformity!    Hewoukl,! 

upon  our  heads  all  together,  in  much  uniformi^  conceive,  be  a  very  indifierent  farmw,  win 

of  ruin ;  and  great  will  be  the  fall  thereof!  complained  that  his  sheep  did  not  plourii,  or 

Some  people,  ustead  of  inclining  to  debate  his  horses  yield  him  wool,  though  it  woiSj  bo 

the  matter,  only  feel  a  sort  of  nausea,  whoi  an  idea  full  of  equality.    They  may  think  thia 

they  are  told,  that "  protection  calls  for  supply,"  right  in  rustic  oeconomy,  who  think  ■  it  avail* 

and  that  "  all  the  parts  ought  to  contrilAite  to  able  in  the  politic ; 

die  support  of  the  whole."    Strange  vgiment  q^j  b^^|„^  „^„  ^,j^  ^„^j  j„^  carmlna,  Mmr\ 

tor  great  and  grave  deUberation !    As  if  the  Atque  Idem  jungat  vulpes,  H  mulgeat  hixcoa 
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As  the  aathor  has  suited  this  Indian  taxation  however  it  might  improve  the  platform,  can 

ibr  DO  visible  purpose  relative  to  his  plan  of  add  nothing  to  the  authority  of  the  legislature ; 

npplj ;  so  he  has  stated  many  other  projects  much,  I  fear,  it  will  have  a  contrary  operation : 

vjtfa  u  little,  if  any  distinct  end ;  unless  per-  lor,  authority  depending  on  opinion  at  least  as 

ki|ii  to  shew  you  how  full  he  is  of  projects  for  much  as  on  duty,  an  idea  circulated  among  the 

Iks  poblic  good ;  and  what  vast  expectations  people  that  our  constitution  is  not  so  perfect  as 

■If  b«  fcrmed  of  him  or  his  friends,  if  they  it  ou^t  to  be,  before  you  are  sure  of  mending 

mid  be  translated  into  administration.    It  is  it,  is  a  certain  method  of  lessening  it  in  the 

•bo  from  some  opinion  that  these  speculations  public  opinitm.    Of  this  irreverent  opinion  of 

■tfone  day  become  our  public  measures,  that  parliament,  the   author  himself  complains  in 

Ilbink  it  vrorth  while  to  trouble  the  reader  at  one  part  of  his  book ;  and  he  endeavours  to 

ifl  about  them.  increase  it  in  another. 

Two  of  them  stand  out  in  high  relievo  be-  Has  he  well  considered  what  an  immense 

fond  the  rest.    The  first  is  a  change  in  the  operation  any  change  in  our  constitution  is  ? 

■leraal    representation  of  this   countiy,  by  bow  many  discussions,  parties,  and  passions, 

■Ivging  our  number  of  constituents.    The  it  will  necessarily  excite ;  and,  wl^en  you  open 

Meoad  is  an  addition  to  our  representatives,  it  to  inquiry  in  one  part,  where  the  inquiry  will 

if  new  American  members  of  Parliament.    I  stop?  Experience  shews  us,  that  no  time  can 

pMB  over  here  all  considerations  how  far  such  be  fit  for  such  changes  but  a  time  of  general 

I  system  will  be  an  improvement  of  our  consti-  conflision;  when  good  men,  finding  every  thing 

Mko  aococding  to  any  sound  theory.     Not  aheady  broken  up,  think  it  right  to  take  advan- 

Ait  I  mean  to   condemn   such   speculative  tage  of  the  opportunity  of  such  derangement  in 

iM|niriea  concerning  this  great  object  of  the  &vour  of  an  useful  akeratitm.    Perhaps  a  time 

Mioaal  attention.     They  may  tend  to  clear  of  the  greatest  security  and  tranquillity  both  at 

imblfol  points,  and  poesibly  may  lead,  as  they  home  and  abroad  may  likewise  be  fit ;  but  will 

hue  often  done,  to  real  improvements.    What  the  author  affirm  this  to  be  just  such  a  time  ? 

I  elyect  to,  is  their  introduction  into  a  discourse  Transferring  an  idea  of  military  to  civil  pru- 

nl^ing  to  the  immediate  state  of  our  afiairs,  dence,  he  ought  to  know  how  dangerous  it  is  to 

ad  recoamending  plans  of  practical  govern-  make  an  alteration  of  your  dispositicm  in  the 

meuL    In  this  view,  I  see  nothing  in  them  but  fitce  of  an  enemy. 

lAat  is  usual  with  the  author;  an  attempt  to  Now  comes  his  American  representation, 

iiisa  diaoootent  in  the  people  of  England,  to  Here  too,  as  usual,  he  takes  no  notice  of  any 

those  discontents  the  measures  of  his  difficulty,  nor  says  any  thing  to  obviate  those 


had  already  raised  in  America.  What  objections  that  must  naturally  arise  in  the 
eaaon  can  he  have  ibr  suggesting,  that  minds  of  hii  readers.  He  throws  you  his 
ws  an  not  happy  enough  to  enjoy  a  sufficient  politics  as  he  does  his  revenue ;  do  you  make 
■■iber  of  voten  in  England  ?  I  believe  that  something  of  them  if  you  can.  \b  not  the 
Mat  sober  thinkers  on  this  subject  are  rather  reader  a  little  astonished  at  the  proposal  of  on 
if  apinioo,  that  our  &ult  is  on  the  other  side ;  American  representation  from  that  quarter  ? 
mi  that  it  would  be  more  in  the  spirit  of  our  It  is  proposed  merely  as  a  projecti"  of  specular 
wmiUiliiin,  and  more  agreeable  to  the  pattern  live  improvement ;  not  fixwn  the  necessity  ir 
if  onr  beet  laws,  by  lessening  the  number,  to  the  case,  not  to  add  any  thing  to  the  authori^ 
•id  to  the  weight  and  independency  of  our  of  parliament,  but  that  we  may  afford  a  greater 
~  'MM,  And  truly,  considering  the  immense  attention  to  the  concerns  of  the  Americans, 
danffefous  charge  of  elections ;  the  prosti-  and  give  them  a  better  opportunity  of  stating 
)  ind  daring  venality,  the  oMTuption  of  their  grievances,  and  of  obtaining  redress.  I 
!i«,  the  idleness  and  profligacy  of  the  am  glad  to  find  the  author  has  at  length  dis- 
tort of  voters,  no  prudent  man  woukl  covered  that  we  have  not  given  a  sufficient 
to  increase  such  an  evil,  if  it  be,  as  I  attention  to  their  concerns,  or  a  proper  redress 
it  is,  out  of  our  power  to  administer  to  it  to  their  grievances.  His  great  fi-iend  would 
remedy.  The  autlior  proposes  nothing  once  have  been  exceedingly  displeased  with 
ff  he  has  any  improvements  that  may  any  person,  who  should  tell  him,  that  he  did 
or  may  lessen  this  inconvenience,  he  not  attend  stifficiently  to  those  concerns.  He 
hu  thon^  proper  to  keep  them  as  usual  in  thought  he  did  so,  when  he  regulated  the 
hie  own  breast.  Since  be  has  been  so  re-  colonies  over  and  over  again :  he  thought  he 
1, 1  sbouki  have  wished  he  had  been  as  did  so,  when  he  formed  two  general  systems  of 
I  with  regard  to  the  project  itself.  First, 
he  observes  justly,  that  his  scheme,  •  F.  SO,  40. 
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revenue ;  one  of  portpduties,  and  the  other  of  Uiem  have  well  aired  themselves  with  their  two 
internal  taxation.  These  83r8tems  supposed,  voyages  of  6,000  miles, 
or  ought  to  suppose,  the  greatest  attention  to,  However,  in  order  to  facilitate  every  thing 
and  the  most  detailed  information  of,  all  their  to  the  author,  we  will  suppose  them  all  oooe 
affairs.  However,  by  contending  for  the  Ame-  more  elected,,  and  steering  again  to  old  Ebs*- 
rican  representation,  he  seems  at  last  driven  land,  Avith  a  good  heart,  and  a  fair  wesleiTf 
virtually  to  admit,  that  great  caution  ou^t  to  wind  in  their  stem.  On  their  arrival,  thej 
be  used  in  the  exercise  of  all  our  legislative  find  all  in  a  hurry  and  btistle ;  in  and  out ;  ooo* 
rights  over  an  object  so  remote  from  our  eye,  dolence  and  congratulation ;  the  crown  is  de- 
ami  so  litde  connected  with  our  immediate  mised.  Another  parliament  is  to  be  called. 
ieelings ;  that  in  prudence  we  ought  not  to  be  Away  back  to  America  again  on  a  fburtii 
quite  so  ready  with  our  taxes,  until  we  can  voyage,  and  to  a  diird  election.  Does  the 
secure  the  desired  representation  in  Par-  author  mean  to  make  our  kings  as  immortal  in 
liament.  Perhaps  it  may  be  some  time  before  their  personal  as  b  their  politic  character  ?  or, 
this  hopeful  scheme  can  be  brought  to  perfect  whibt  he  bountifully  adds  to  their  life,  will  ha 
matiiri^,  although  the  author  seems  to  be  no  take  fix>m  them  their  prerogative  of  difl>ohrui| 
wise  aware  of  any  obstructions  that  lie  in  the  parliaments,  in  favour  of  the  American  union? 
way  of  it.  He  talks  of  his  union,  just  as  he  or  are  the  American  representatives  to  be  per- 
does  of  his  taxes  and  his  savings,  with  atf  much  petual,  and  to  feel  neither  demises  of  the  crowUi 
mmgfroid  and  ease,  as  if  his  wish  and  the  nor  dissolutions  of  parliament? 
enjoyment  were  oxacdy  the  same  thing.  He  But  these  things  may  be  granted  to  hioii 
appears  not  to  have  troubled  his  head  with  the  without  bringing  him  much  nearer  to  his  p(nnt 
infinite  difficulty  of  setding  that  representation  What  does  he  think  of  re-election?  is  die 
on  a  fair  balance  of  wealth  and  numbers  American  member  the  only  one  who  is  not  to 
throughout  the  several  provinces  of  America  take  a  place,  or  the  only  one  to  be  exempted 
and  the  West  Indies,  under  such  an  infinite  from  the  ceremony  of  reelection  ?  How  wifl 
variety  of  circumstances.  It  costs  him  nothing  this  great  p<4itician  preserve  the  rights  of  eleo* 
to  fight  with  nature,  and  to  conquer  the  order  tors,  the  fairness  of  returns,  and  the  privilege 
of  FVovidence,  which  manifestly  opposes  itself  of  the  house  of  commons,  as  the  sole  judge  of 
to  the  possibility  of  such  a  parliai^entary  union,  such  contests  ?  It  would  undoubtedly  be  a  ^o» 
But  let  us,  to  indulge  his  passion  for  pro-  rious  sight  to  have  eight  or  ten  petitions,  or 
jects  and  power,  suppose  the  happy  time  arri-  double  returns,  fiom  Boston  and  Bal'b•doel^ 
ved,  when  the  author  comes  into  the  ministry,  fi^m  Philadelphia  and  Jamaica,  the  memben 
and  is  to  realize  his  speculations.  The  writs  returned,  and  the  petitioners,  vrith  all  their 
are  issued  tot  electing  members  for  America  train  of  attorneys,  solicitors,  mayors,  sdect 
and  the  West  Indies.  Some  provinces  receive  men,  provoet*marsha]s,  and  above  five  hundred 
them  in  six  weeks,  some  in  ten,  some  in  twenty,  or  a  thousand  witnesses,  come  to  the  bar  ofllie 
A  vessel  may  be  lost,  and  then  some  provinces  house  of  commons.  Possibly  we  might  be  in* 
may  not  receive  them  at  all.  But  let  it  be,  temipted  in  the  enjoyment  of  this  pleanug 
that  they  all  receive  them  at  once,  and  in  the  spectacle,  if  a  war  shoukl  break  out,  and  ov 
shortest  time.  A  proper  space  must  be  given  constitutional  fleet,  loaded  with  members  of 
for  prodamaUon  and  for  the  election;  some  parliament,  returning  officers,  petiticms,  and 
weeks  at  least.  But  the  members  are  chosen ;  witnesses,  the  electors  and  elected,  should  be» 
and,  if  ships  are  reaoy  to  sail,  in  about  six  come  a  prize  to  the  French  or  Spaniards,  and 
more  they  arrive  in  London.  In  the  mean  be  conveyed  to  Carthagena  or  to  La  Verm 
time  the  parliament  has  sat,  and  business  far  Cruz,  and  from  thence  perhaps  to  Mexico  or 
advanced,  without  American  representatives.  Lima,  there  to  remain  until  a  cartel  for  mem* 
Nay  by  this  time,  it  may  happen,  that  the  par-  bers  of  parliament  can  be  settled,  or  until  tfaa 
liament  is  dissolved;  and  then  the  members  war  is  ended. 

ship  themselves  again,  to  be  again  elected.  In  truth,  the  author  has  little  studied  tbm 

The  writs  may  arrive  in  America,  before  the  business;  or  he  might  have  known,  that  sooM 

poor  members  of  a  parliament  in  whidi  they  of  the  most  considerable  provinces  of  America, 

never  sat,  can  arrive  at  their  several  provinces,  such  for  instance  as  Connecticut  and  Mans* 

A  new  interest  is  fmined,  and  they  find  other  diusetts  Bay,  have  not  in  each  of  them  two 

members  are  chosen  whUst  they  are  on  the  men  who  can  afford,  at  a  distance  from  their 

high  seas.     But,  if  the  writs  and  members  estates,  to  spend  a  thousand  pounds  a  year. 

arcive  together,  here  is  at  best  a  new  trial  of  How  can  these  provinces  be  represented  nl 

skill  among  the  candidates,  afler  one  set  of  Westminster?   If  their  province  pays  tfiem. 
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ID^  %n  American  ^ots,  with  nJarief,  and  tkns  would  be  very  aimple,  and  mutually  bene- 
Mt  independeot  members  of  parliament.    It  it  ficial  to  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  if  the 
ttw,  that  formerly  in  England  members  had  old  navigation  laws  were  adhered  to."*    That 
■Ivies  from  their  constituents;  but  they  all  "  the  transportation  should  be  in  all  cases  in 
UMlarieSy  and  were  all,  in  this  way,  upon  a  ships  belonging  to  British  subjects."     That 
pK.   If  these  American  representatives  have  **  even  Brituh  ships  should  not  be  gentralfy 
Mabries,  thsQ  they  must  add  to  the  list  of  received  into  the  colonies  from  any  part  of 
OTpeasionen  and  dependants  at  court,  or  they  Europe,    except    the    dominions   of   Great 
Hit  starve.    There  is  no  alternative.  Britain."    That  "  it  is  unreasonable  that  com 
Eaoogh  of  this  visionary  union ;  in  which  and  such  like  products  should  be  restrained  to 
■Kfa  extravagance  appears  without  any  fancy,  come  first  to  a  British  port."    What  do  all 
m  the  judgment  is  shocked  without  any  thing  these  fine  observations  signify  ?  Some  of  them 
■tonfresh  the  imagination.    It  looks  as  if  the  condemn,  as  ill  practices,  things  that  were 
Mdnr  had  dropped  down  firom  the  moon,  with-  never  practised  at  all.    Some  recommend  to 
Many  knowledge  of  the  general  nature  of  this  be  done,  things  that  always  have  been  done, 
^obe,  of  the  general  nature  of  its  inhabitants.  Others  indeed  ctmvey,  though  obliquely  and 
nboot  the  least  acquaintance  with  the  affairs  loosely,  some  insinuations  hi^y  dangerous  to 
•f  dtts  coontry.   Grovemor  Pownal  has  handled  our  commerce.    If  I  could  prevail  on  myself 
tbs  same  subject.   To  do  him  justice,  he  treats  to  think  the  author  meant  to  ground  any  prac- 
itspon  fitf  more  rational  principles  of  specula-  tice  upon  these  general  propositions,  I  shoukl 
tisi;  and  much  more  like  a  man  of  business,  think  it  very  necessary  to  ask  a  few  questions 
Hb  diioks  (erroneously,  I  conceive;  but  he  about  some  of  them.    For  instance,  what  does 
4as  think)  that  our  legislative  rights  are  in*  he  mean  by  talking  of  an  adherence  to  the  okl 
Mnpble  without  such  a  representation.    It  is  navigation  laws?  does  he  mean,  that  the  par- 
IP  wonder,  therefi^re,  that  he  endeavours  by  ticular  law,  12  Car.  II.  c.  19,  commonly  called, 
ticry  means  to  obtain  it.  Not  like  our  author,  "  The  Act  of  Navigation,"  is  to  be  adhered 
vko  is  ahvays  on  velvet,  he  is  aware  of  some  to,  and  that  the  several  subsequent  additions, 
ttndties ;  and  he  proposes  some  solutions,  amendments,  and  exceptions,  ought  to  be  all 
Bet  nature  is  too  hard  for  both  these  authors ;  repealed  ?    If  so,  he  will  make  a  strange  havoc 
■d  America  is,  and  ever  will  bo,  without  in  the  whole  system  of  our  trade  laws,  which 
idnd  lepreeentation  in  the  house  of  commons ;  have  been  universally  acknowledged  to  be  full 
Mr  wifl  any  minister  be  wild  enough  even  to  as  well  founded  in  the  alterations  and  excep- 
raote  such  a  representation  in  parliament ;  tions,  as  the  act  of  Charles  the  Second  in  the 
■swmnii  he  may  choose  to  throw  out  that  pro-  original  provisions ;  and  to  pursue  full  as  wisely 
jset,  logedMr  with  others  equally  far  firom  his  the  great  end  of  that  very  politic  law,  the  in- 
tml  opinions  and  remote  from  his  designs,  crease  cf  the  British  navigation.    I  fancy  the 
■sraly  to  ftll  in  with  the  different  views,  and  writer  could  hardly  propose  any  thing  more 
ttftinU  the  affections,  of  different  sorts  of  alarming  to  those  immediately  interested  in 
asB.  that  navigation  than  such  a  repeal.    If  he  does 
WhecbCT  these  projects  arise  from  the  au-  not  mean  this,  he  has  got  no  farther  than  a 
4or's  real  political  principles,  or   are  only  nugatory  proposition,  which  nobody  can  con 
aroo^  out  in  subservience  to  his  political  trad  ict,  and  for  which  no  man  is  the  wiser. 

they  compose  the  whole  of  any  thing  That  "  the  regulations  for  the  colony  trade 

i  alUm  precise  and  definite,  which  the  would  be  few  and  simple  if  the  old  navigation 

has  given  us  to  expect  fi^m  that  admi-  laws  were  adhered  to,"  I  utteriy  deny  as  a 

vduch  is  so  much  the  subject  of  his  hct.    That  they  ought  to  be  so,  sounds  Well 

and  prayers.    As  to  his  general  propo-  enough ;  but  this  proposition  is  of  the  same 

I,  ihMi  "  there  is  a  deal  of  difference  be-  nugatory  nature  with  some  of  the  former.   The 

impossibilities  and  great  difikulties ;"  regulations  for  the  colony  trade  ought  not  to 

ifaat  "  a  great  scheme  cannot  be  carried,  unless  be  more  nor  fewer,  nor  more  nor  less  complex, 

Bade  the  business  of  successive  administra-  than  the  occasion  requires.    And,  as  that  trade 

(kns  f*  that  "  virtuous  and  able  men  are  the  is  in  a  great  measure  a  system  of  art  and  ro- 

fttest  to  serve  their  country ;"  all  this  I  look  on  striction,  they  can  neither  be  few  ncv  simple. 

M  no  more  than  so  much  rubble  to  fill  up  the  It  is  true,  that  the  very  principle  may  be  de- 

between  the  regular  masonry.    Pretty  stroyed,  by  multiplying  to  excess  the  means  of 

in  the  lame  light  I  cannot  forbear  consi-  securing  it.  Never  did  a  minister  depart  more 
his  detached  observations  on  commerce ; 

that  "  the  system  for  colony  regula-  *  F  S8 
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from  the  author^s  ideai  oTsimidici^,  or  mora  had  defaced  a  thousand  fair  mononients  of  ik* 

embarrass  the  trade  of  America  with  the  mul-  constitutional  and  political  skill  of  their  prade* 

tiplicity  and  intricacy  of  regulations  and  ordi-  ceaaors.    It  is  natural  indeed  that  this  autkM 

nances,  than  his  boasted  minister  of  1764.  should  have  some  dislike  to  the  adminiatratioa ' 

That  minister  seemed  to  be  poaaeased  with  indiich  was  formed  in  1765.    Its  views  in  moM 

something,  hardly  short  of  a  rage,  for  regulation  things  were  difibrent  from  those  of  his  friends  ; 

and  restriction.    He  had  so  multiplied  bonds,  in  some,  altogether  opposite  to  them.    Itiain** 

certificates,  affidavits,  warrants,  sufi*erancea,  poaaible  that   both  of  these   administratiooB 

and  cockets ;  had  supported  them  with  such  should  be  the  objects  of  public  esteem.    Thair 

severe  penalties,  and  extended  them  without  different   principles    compose    some  oi  tbe 

the  least  consideration  of  circumstances  to  so  strongest  politiciil  lines  which  discriminate  the 

many  objects,  that,  had  they  all  continued  in  parties  even  now  subsisting  among  us.    Tbm 

their  original  fbrc«,  commerce  must  PDeedLv  ministers  of  1764  are  not  indeed  followed  bj 

have  expired  under  them.    Some  of  them,  the  very  many  in  their  opposition :  yet  a  largo  put 

miniatry  which  gave  them  birth  was  obliged  to  of  the  people  now  in  office  entertain,  or  preteul 

destroy :  with  their  own  hand  they  signco  the  to  entertain,  sentiments  entirely  confbnnabU 

condemnation  of  their  own  regiitations  •  coo-  to  theirs ;  whilst  some  of  the  former  coUeaguet 

feasing,  in  so  many  words,  in  the  preamble  oH  of  the  ministry  which  was  formed  in  1765,  hoia> 

their  act  of  the  5th  Geo.  UI.  that  sane  of  these  ever  they  may  have  abandoned  the  connectioay 

regulations  had  laid  €m  tmneeeuary  restraint  on  and  contradicted  by  their  conduct  the  princi- 

the  trade  and  correspondence  of  kis  Maje^^s  'iles  of  their  former  friends,  pretend,  on  their 

American  suijeets.     This,  in  that  ministry,  parts,  still  to  adhere  to  the  same  maxims.    Al 

was  a  candid  coniession  of  a  mistake :  but  the  lesser  divisions,  which  arc  indeed  radiar 

every  alteration  maae  m  those  regulations  by  names  of  personal  attachment  than  ofpar^  dia* 

their  succesaoura  is  to  bo  the  effect  of  envy,  tinction,  fall  in  with  the  one  or  the  other  of 

and  American  misrepresentation.  So  much  for  these  leading  parties, 
the  author's  simplicity  in  regulatiMi.  I  intend  to  state,  as  shortly  as  I  am  able,  the 

I  have  now  gone  through  all  which  I  thirx  general  C(mdition  of  public  aJfairs,  and  thedi»i 

immediately  essential  in  the  author's  idea  of  position  of  the  minds  of  men,  at  the  time  of  iIm 

war,  of  peace,  of  the  comparative  states  of  remarkable  change  of  system  in  1765.    TIm 

England  and  France,  of  our  actual  situation ;  reader  will  have  diereby  a  more  distinct  viaav 

in  his  projects  of  (economy,  of  finance,  of  com-  of  the  comparative  merits  of  these  several  plaiM| 

merce,   and   of  constitutional   improvement,  and  will  receive  more  satisfaction  concerning 

There  remains  nothing  now  to  be  considered,  the  ground  and  reason  of  the  measures  which 

except  his  heavy  censures  upon  the  adminis-  were  then  pursued,  than,  I  believe,  can  be  d*- 

(ration  which  was  formed  in  1765;  which  is  rived  from  the  perusal  of  those  partial  rcpreae»> 

commonlv  known  by  the  name  of  the  Marquia  tations  contained  in  the  State  of  the  NatioMi 

of  Rodmigham's  admmistration,  as  the  admi*  and  the  other  writings  of  those  who  have  con* 

nistration  which  preceded  it  is  by  that  of  Mr.  tinued,  for  now  near  three  years,  in  the  undj*> 

Grenville.    These  censures  relate  chiefly  to  turbed  poesrasion  of  the  press.    This  win,  I 

three  heads:  1.  To  the  repeal  of  the  American  hope,  be  some  i^rabgy  for  my  dwelling  a  Uttio 

stamp  act.    2.  To  the  commercial  regulations  on  this  part  of  the  subject, 
then  made.    S.  To  the  course  of  foreign  nego-        On  the  resignation  of  the  Earl  of  Bute,  oi 

tiations  during  that  short  period.  176S,  our  affaira  had  been*  delivered  into  tlis 

A  person  who  knew  nothing  of  public  afiain  hands  of  three  ministers  of  his  recommenda- 

but  from  the  writings  of  this  author  would  be  tion  ;  Mr.  Grenville,  the  Earl  of  Egremont, 

led  to  conclude,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  change  and  Uie  Earl  of  Halifax.    This  arrangement, 

in  June  1765,  some  well-digested  system  of  notwithstanding  the  retirement  of  Lord  Buto, 

administration,  founded  in  national  strength,  announced  to  the  public  a  ccoitinuance  of  thm 

and  in  the  affections  of  the  people,  proceeding  same  measures ;  nor  was  there  more  reason  to 

in  an  points  with  the  most  reverential  and  ten-  expect  a  change  firom  the  death  of  the  Earl  of 

der  regard  to  the  laws,  and  pursuing  with  Egremont.    The  Earl  of  Sandwich  supi^ied 

equal  wisdom  and  success  every  thing  which  his  place.     The  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  the 

codd  tend  to  the  internal  prosperity,  and  to  the  gentlemen  who  act  in  that  connection,  and 

eitcmal  honour  and  dignitjr  of  this  country,  whose  general  character  and  politics  were  nS^ 

had  been  all  at  once  aubverted,  by  an  irruption  ficiently  imdcrstood,    added  to  the   strengA 

of  a  Boit  of  wild,  licentioua,  un|>nncipled  inva-  of  the  ministry,  without   making  any  alto* 

data,  who  wanUmly,  and  with  a  barbajrous  rage,  ration   in  their  plan  of  conduct.    Sudi 
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ife  oonstitutioa  of  ihe  ministry  which  wms  procedure,  should  be  mistaken  for  the  real  mo- 

dnaged  in  1766.  lives  of  their  conduct,  all  U)e  advantage  of 

Am  to  their  politics,  the  principles  of  the  privilege^  all  the  arts  and  finenesses  ofplciding, 

|mee  oCParis  governed  in  foreign  affairs.    In  and  great  sums  of  public  money  were  lavished, 

kmutiCf  the  same  scheme  prevailed,  of  con-  to  prevent  any  decision  upon  those  practices  ia 

taficting  the  opinions,  ami  disgracing  moat  of  the  courts  of  justice.    In  the  mean  time,  in 

(he  psnoDs,  who  had  been  countenanced  and  order  to  weaken,  since  they  could  not  unmedi* 

•■ployed  in  the  late  reign.    The  inclinations  ately  destroy,  the  liberty  of  the  press,  the  pr»- 

•f  Ibe  people  were  little  attended  to ;  and  a  vilege  of  puiiament  was  voted  away  in  all  ao- 

iiposition  to  the  use  of  forcible  methods  ran  citations  for  a  seditious  libeL    The  freedom 

threngh  the  whole  tenour  of  administration,  of  debate  in  parliament  itself  was  no  less  mc» 

1W  nation  in  general  was  uneasy  and  dissa-  naced.    Officers  of  the  army,  of  long  and  meri- 

iiified.    Sober  men  saw  causes  for  it,  in  the  torious  service,  and  of  small  fortunes,  were 

mdfirtiaii  of  the  ministry  and  the  conduct  of  chosen  as  victims  fur  a  single  vote,  by  an  ex- 

(hewmsters.    The  ministers,  who  have  usu-  ertion  of  ministerial  power,  which  had  been 

4f  a  short  method  on  such  occasions,  attri-  veryrarelyused,  and  which  is  extremely  unjust, 

htod  their  unpopularity  wholly  to  the  efforts  «s  depriving  men  not  only  of  a  place,  but  a  pro- 

tf  fiiccioa.    However  this  mi^t  be,  the  licen-  iession,  and  is  indeed  of  the  most  pernicious 

and  tumults  of  the  common  people,  example  both  in  a  civil  and  a  military  light. 

dw  Qontempt  of  government,  of  which  our  Whilst  all  things  were  managed  at  home 

so  often  and  so  bitterly*  complains,  as  with  such  a  spirit  of  disorderly  despotism ; 

to  the  mismanagement  of  the  subsequent  abroad  there  was  a  proportionable  abatement 

ions,  had  at  no  time  risen  to  a  of  all  spirit.    Some  of  our  most  just  and  vali»- 

ftster  or  more  dangerous  height.    The  mea-  able  claims  were  in  a  manner  abandoned.  This 

Hes  taken  to  suppress  that  spirit  were  as  indeed  seemea  not  very  inconsistent  conduct 

ffiolent  and  licentious  as  the  spirit  itself;  inju-  in  the  ministers  who  had  made  the  treaty  of 

precipitate,  and  some  of  them  illegal.  Paris.    With  regard  to  our  domestic  affairs, 

of  allaying,  they  tended  infinitely  to  there  was  no  want  of  industry ;  but  there  was 

Ihe  distemper ;  and  whoever  will  be  at  a  great  deficiency  of  temper  and  judgment,  and 

inleaat  pains  to  examine,  will  find  those  roca-  manly  comprehension  of  the  public  interest. 

not  only  the. causes  of  the  tumults  which  The  nation  certainly  wanted  relief,  and  govem- 

•  prevailed,  but  the  real  sources  of  almost  ment  attempted  to  administer  it.    Two  ways 

the  disorders  which  have  arisen  since  that  were  principally  chosen  for  this  great  purpose. 

Bfore  intent  on  making  a  victim' to  The  first  by  regulation;  the  second  by  new 

ftttf  than  an  example  o(  justice,  they  blun-  funds  of  revenue.    Agreeably  to  this  plan,  a 

itnd  in  the  method  of  pursuing  their  vei^  new  naval  establishment  was  ibrmed  at  a  good 

fnaee.    By  this  means  a  discovery  was  made  deal  of  expense,  and  to  little  effect,  to  aid  in 

ff  mmaf  practices,  common  indeed  in  the  the  collection  of  the  customs.    Regulation  was 

dfea  of  secretary  of  state,  but  wholly  repug-  added  to  regulation  ;  and  the  strictest  and  most 

■iBt  to  oar  hiwB,  and  the  genius  of  the  English  imreserved  orders  were  given,  for  a  prevention 

f— liliiliiiii      One  of  the  worst  of  these  was,  of  all  contraband  trade  here,  and  in  every  part 

Ihswaotao  and  indiscriminate  seizure  of  papers,  of  America.    A  teasing  custom-house,  and  a 

amiacMes  where  the  safety  of  the  state  was  multiplicity  of  perplexing   regulations,   ever 

Mr  pretended  in  justification  of  so  harsh  a  have,  and  ever  will  appear,  the  master-piece 

praeeediag.    The  temper  of  the  ministry  had  of  finance  to  people  <n  narrow  views ;  as  a 

oeiled  a  jealousy,  which  made  the  people  more  paper  against  smuggling,  and  the  importation 

iMBOOBBmonly  vigilant  concerning  every  power  of  French  finery,  never  fails  of  furnishing  a 

iridcfa  was  exercised  by  government.     The  very  popular  column  in  a  newspaper. 

abuse,  however  sanctioned  l^  custom,  was  The  greatest  part  of  these  regulations  were 

«ndciit;  but  the  ministrv,  instead  of  resting  in  made  for  America;  and  they  fell  so  indiscri- 

a  andent  inactivity,  or  (what  would  have  been  minately  on  all  sorts  of  contraband,  or  supposed 

^  "  BMre  pnident)  taking  the  lead,  in  quieting  contraband,  that  some  of  the  most  valuable 

I  of  the  people,  and  ascertaining  the  branches  of  trade  vrere  driven  violently  from 

those  delicate  points,  made  use  of  the  our  ports ;  which  caused  an  universal  conster^ 

influence  of  government  to  prevent  a  nation  throughout  the  colonics.    Every  part 

pariiamentan' resolution  against  these  practices  of  the  trade  was  infinitely  distressed  by  them. 

af  ofios.    And  lest  the  colourable  reasons.  Men  of  war  now  for  the  first  time,  armed  witli 

ia  aigumem  against  this  parliamentary  regular  commissions  of  custom-house  officcra 
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unrested  the  coasts,  and  gave  to  the  ooUectioo  reaeotfiil  people,  who  thought  thenwelyee  deeplf 

of  revenue  the  air   of  hostile  oootributioa.  injured,  aiid  that  they  were  contending  fcr  eyy 

About  the  same  time  that  these  reguhuioai  dung  that  was  tahiable  in  the  worid. 

seemed  to  threaten  the  destruction  of  the  only  In  Kngiand,  our  ministeis  went  on  withool 

trade  from  whence  the  plantations  derived  any  the  least  attention  to  these  alarming  diyori* 

specie,  an  act  was  made,  putting  a  stop  to  the  tions;  just  as  if  they  were  doing  the  most  i 

future  emission  of  paper  currency,  which  used  non  things  in  the  most  usual  way,  and : 

jO  supply  its  place  among  them.   Hand  in  hand  a  people  not  only  passive  but  pleased, 

with  this  went  another  act,  for  obliging  the  took  no  one  step  to  divert  the  dangerous  spinl 

colonies  to  provide  quarters  fixr  soldiers.    In-  which  began  even  then  to  ^>pear  in  the  OQk>> 

stantly  followed  another  law,  for  levying  through-  nies,  to  compromise  with  it,  to  mollify  it,  or  to 

out  all  America  new  port  duties,  upon  a  vast  subdue  it.    No  new  arrangements  vrere  matdn 

variety  of  commodities  of  their  consumption,  in  civil  government ;  no  new  powers  or  instmo- 

and  some  of  which  lay  heavy  upon  objecU  ne-  tions  were  given  to  govemours ;  noanenMBl»^ 

cessary  for  their  trade  and  68hery.    Immedi-  tion  was  made,  or  new  disposition,  of  fcroaiu 

ately  upon  the  heels  of  these,  and  amidst  the  Never  was  so  criticai  a  measure  pinned  with 

uneasiness  and  confusion  produced  by  a  crowd'  ao  little  provision  against  its  necessary  nnnse 

of  new  impositions  and  regulations,  some  good,  quences.     As  if  all  common  prudence  had 

some  evil,  some  doubtfid,  all  crude  arSi  ill-  abandoned  the  ministers,  and  as  if  they  meuft 

considered,  came  another  act,  for  imposing  an  to  plunge  themselves  and  us  headlong  into  tfagi 

universal  stamp  duty  on  the  cdonies ;  and  this  gulph  which  stood  giving  before  them ;  hj 

was  declared  to  be  little  more  than  an  experi-  giving  a  year's  notice  of  the  project  of  their 

ment,  and  a  foundation  of  future  revenue.    To  stamp-act,  they  allowed  time  for  all  the  «*iv«^flii- 

render  these  proceedings  the  more  irritating  to  tents  of  that  country  to  fester  and  come  to  a 

the  colonies,  the  principal  argumem  used  in  head,  and  for  all  the  arrangements  which  fto> 

favour  of  their  abili^  to  pay  such  duties  was  tious  men  could  make  towards  an  oppositkii  to 

the  liberality  of  the  grants  of  their  assemblies  the  hiw.    At  the  same  time  they  carefidfy  eo»* 

during  the  late  war.  Never  could  any  argument  cealed  from  the  eye  of  parliament  those  nmnt^ 

be  more  insulting  and  mortifying  to  a  peo|de  strances  which   they  had  actually  lecolfied; 

habituated  to  the  granting  of  their  own  money,  and  which  in  the  strongest  manner  »"^M^ttd 

Taxes  for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue  had  the  discontent  of  some  of  the  colonies,  aad 

hitherto  been  sparingly  attempted  in  America,  the  consequences  which  might  be  expected; 

Without  ever  doubting  the  extent  of  its  lawful  they  concealed  them,  even  in  defiAioe  of  hi 

power,  pariiamont  always  doubted  the  propriety  order  of  council,  that  they  should  be  laid  befero 

of  such  impositions.    And  the  Americans  on  parliament.  Thus,  by  concealing  the  truo  stato 

their  part  never  thought  of  contesting  a  right  of  the  case,  they  rendered  the  wisdom  of  tho 

by  which  they  were  so  little  affected.    Their  nation  as  improvident  as  their  own  tenaeritfg 

assemblies  in  the  main  answered  all  the  pmw  either  in  preventing  or  guarding  against  llw 

poses  necemary  to  the  internal  oeoonomy  of  a  mischieC    It  has  indeed,  from  the  beginniM 

free  people,  and  provided  for  all  the  exigencies  to  this  hour,  been  the  uniform  policy  of  this  sit 

of  government  which  arose  among  thenoelves.  of  men,  in  order,  at  any  hazard  to  obtain  a 

In  the  midst  of  that  happy  enjoyment,  they  presem  credit,  to  {wopose  whatevo'  might  ba 

never  thought  of  critically  settling  die  exact  pleasing,  as  attended  with  no  difficulty ;  aad 

limits  of  a  power,  which  was  necessary  to  their  afterwards  to  throw  all  the  disappointment  of  dia 

union,  their  safety,  their  equality,  and  even  wild  expectations  they  had  raised,  upon  thoaa 

their  liberty.     Thus  Uie  two  very  difficult  who  have  the  hard  task  of  freeing  the  pid»lie 

points,  superiority  in  the  presiding  state,  and  fitnn  the  consequences  of  their  pernicious  pro* 

freedom  in  the  subordinate,  were  on  the  whole  jects. 

sufficiently,  tliat  is,  practically,    reconciled;  Whilst  the  commerce  and  tranquillity  of  dia 

without  agitating  those  vexatious  questions,  whole  empire  were  shaken  in  this  manner,  omr 

which  in  truth  rather  belong  to  metq>hysics  affairs  grew  still  more  distractied  by  the  internal 

than  politics,  and  which  can  never  be  moved  dissensions  of  our  ministers.    Treachery  and 

without  shaking  the  foundations  of  the  best  ingratitude  was  charged  from  one  side ;  despo- 

govemments  that  have  ever  been  constituted  by  Usm  and  tyranny  fhmi  the  other ;  the  vertigo  of 

human  wisdom.     By   this   measure  was  lot  the  regency  bill ;  the  awkward  reception  atthb 

k>oee  that  dangerous  spirit  of  disquisition,  not  silk  bill  in  the  house  of  commons,  and  the  in- 

in  the  coolness  of  philosophical  inquiry,  but  considerate  and  abrupt  rejection  of  it  in  tha 

inflamed  with  all  the  passions  of  an  haiigfaty  hooM  of  kxda;  the  strange  and  violent  tumolto 
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wtuch  arose  in  consequence,  and  which  were  dislike  to  their  predecessors  in  office.  As  littla 
leiktoed  more  serious,  by  being  charged  by  the  could  it  be  owing  to  personal  cowardice,  and 
ministcfs  upon  one  another;  the  report  of  a  dread  of  consequences  to  themselTes.  Minis- 
grass  and  brutal  treatment  of  the ,  by  a  ters,  timorous  fix>m  their  attachment  to  place 

MBiistier  at  the  same  time  odious  to  the  people ;  and  power,  will  fear  more  from  the  conse- 

■I  conspired  to  leare  the  public,  at  the  close  of  quences  of  one  court  intrigue,  than  from  a  thoo- 

i§m  session  of  1785,  in  as  critical  and  perilous  sand  difficulties  to  the  commerce  and  credit  of 

a  atoation,  as  erer  the  nation  was,  or  could  be,  their  country  by  disturbances  at  three  thousand 

ii  atime  when  she  was  not  immediately  threat  miles  distance.    From  which  of  these  the  mi- 

bj  her  neighbours.  nisters  had  most  to  apprehend  at  that  time,  is 

It  was  at  this  time,  and  in  these  circum-  known,  I  presume,  universally.    Nor  did  they 

that  a  new  administration  was  formed,  take  that  resolution  from  a  want  of  the  fullest 

eren  industriously,  in  this  public  sense  of  the  inconveniences  which  must  neces- 

,  to  avoid  anecdotes ;  I  say  nothing  of  sarily  attend  a  measure  of  concession  from  the 

&mous  reconciliations    and   quarrels,  sovereign  to  the  subject.  That  it  must  increase 

weakened  the  body  that  ^ould  have  been  the  insolence  of  the  mutinous  spirits  in  Ame- 

vatnral  mxpporl  of  this  administration.    I  rica,  was  but  too  obvious.    No  great  measure 

no  riA  in  affirming,  that,  surrounded  as  indeed,  at  a  very  difficult  crisis,  can  be  pur- 

Akj  were  with  difficulties  of  every  species,  sued,  which  is  not  attended  with  some  mis- 

■odmnf  but  the  strongest  and  most  uncorrupt  chief  ;0one  but  conceited  pretenders  in  public 

aSBSs  oiffheir  duty  to  the  public codd  have  pre-  business  will  hold  any  other  language:  and 

sailed  npon  some  of  the  persons  who  composed  none  but  weak  and  unexperienced  men  will  be- 

itto  undertake  the  king's  business  at  such  a  lieve  them,  if  they  should.    Ifwe  were  found  in 

tine.    Their  preceding  character,  their  mea-  such  a  crisis,  let  those  whose  bold  designs,  and 

■res  while  in  power,  aixl  the  subsequent  con-  whose  defective  arrangements,  brought  i»  into 

^Ktofmanyof  them,  I  think,  leave  no  room  it,  answer  for  the  consequences.   The  business 

to  dmi^  this  assertion  to  flattery.    Having  of  the  then  ministry  evidently  was,  to  take  such 

■alertaken  the  commonwealth,  what  remained  steps,  not  as  the  wishes  of  our  author,  or  as 

ftr  diem  to  do  ?  to  piece  their  conduct  upon  the  their  own  wishes  dictated,  but  as  the  bad  situ- 

brakeo  diain  of  fiNrrnor  measures?  If  they  had  at  ion  which  their  prcdeccseors  had  left  them, 

boen  80  in^ned,  the  ruinous  nature  of  those  absolutely  required. 

■naores,  which  began   instantly  to  appear,  The  duob^ience  to  this  act  was  universal 

vodd  not  nave  permitted  it.    Scarcely  had  throughout  America ;  nothing,  it  was  evident, 

ihsycntemd  into  office,whcn  letters  arrived  from  but  the  sending  a  very  strong  military,  backed 

tB  parts  of  America,  making  loud  complaints,  by  a  very  strong  naval  force,  would  reduce  the 

hadGsd  by  strong  reasons,  against  several  of  seditious  to  obedience.    To  send  it  to  one 

Iks  principal  regulations  of  the  late  ministry,  town,  would  not  be  sufficient ;  every  province 

IS  direatoung  destruction  to  many  valuaUe  of  America  roust  bo  traversed,  and  must  be 

hmches  of  commerce.    These  were  attended  subdued.  I  do  not  entertain  the  least  doubt  but 

with  representations  from  many  merchants  and  this  could  be  done.    Wo  might,  I  think,  witb- 

cipital  manu&cturers  at  home,  who  had  all  their  out  much  difficulty  have  destroyed  our  colonies. 

iilerestBittVolvedinthesupportof  lawful  trade,  This  destruction  might  be  effected,  probably 

nd  in  die  siqipression  of  every  sort  of  contra-  in  a  year,  or  in  two  at  the  utmost.  If  the  ques- 

hand.    WhUst  these  things  were  imder  coosi-  tion  was  upon  a  foreign  nation,  where  every 

Aeration,'  that  conflagration  blazed  out  at  once  successful  stroke  adds  to  your  own  power,  and 

■  North  America ;  an  universal  disobedience,  takes  from  that  of  a  rival,  a  just  war  with 

wad  open  resistance  to  the  stamp  act ;  and,  in  such  a  certain  superiority  would  be  undoubt- 

in  consequence,  an  universal  stop  to  the  course  edly  an  advisable  measure.    But  four  nulUon 

flf  jpistiee,  and  to  trade  and  navigation,  through-  of  debt  due  to  our  merchants,  the  total  cessation 

not  Aat  great  important  country ;  an  interval  of  a  trade  annually  worth/our  mUlion  more,  a 

diring  which  the  trading  interest  of  England  large  foreign  traffic,  much  homo  manufacture, 

isf  inder  the  most  dreadful  anxiety  which  it  a  very  capital  immediate  revenue  arising  from 

felt.  colony  inqports,  indeed  the  produce  of  every 

The  repeal  of  that  act  was  proposed.  It  was  one  of  our  revenues  greatly  depending  on  this 

too  serious  a  measure,  and  attended  with  trade,  ail  these  were  very  weighty  accumulated 

toe  many  diflkuhies  upon  every  side,  for  the  considerations,  at  least  well  to  be  weighed,  be* 

ihsB  ministry  lo  have  undertaken  it,  as  some  fore  that  sword  was  drawn,  which  even  by  its 

pnltry  writers  have  asserted,  fixMn  envy  and  victories  must  produce  aU  ths  evil  eflbcto  of 
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the  greatest  natiooal  defeat.    How  puUic  cr^         These  were  Mme  of  the  motives  drawn  6wm 

dit  must  have  suffered,  I  need  not  saj.    If  the  principles  of  oonrenienceior  that  repeat  Wb« 

ooodition  of  the  nation,  at  the  close  of  our  the  object  came  to  be  more  narrowly  u 

foreign  war,  was  what  this  author  represents  ererjr  moCire  concurred.    These  ooloniet 

it,  such  a  civil  war  would  have  been  a  bad  erkkntlj  ibonded  in  sirfiserrience  to  the  < 

couch  on  which  to  repose  our  wearied  Tirtoe.  meroeof  Great  Britsio.    From  this  piiucipla, 

Far  firom  being  able  to  have  entered  into  new  the  whole  system  of  our  laws  ooncemim  tbem 

plansofoBconomy,  we  must  have  launched  into  became  a  system  of  restriction.     A  dooUa 

a  new  sea,  I  fear  a  boundless  sea,  of  expense,  monopoly  was  established  on  the  part  of  tha 

Such  an  addition  of  debt,  with  such  a  dimino-  parent  country ;  1.  A  monopoly  of  their  wMa 

tion  of  revenue  and  trade,  wouidhave  left  us  in  import,  which  is  to  be  altogether  irom  Great 

no  want  of  a  Slateof  the  Nd6on  to  aggravate  Britain;  2.  A  monopoly  of  all  their  export, 

the  picture  of  our  distresses.  which  is  to  be  no  where  but  to  CSreat  BritaiB, 

oiur  trade  felt  this  to  its  vitals ;  and  our  then  as  far  as  it  can  serve  any  purpose  here.     On 

ministers  were  not  ashamed  to  say,  that  they  the  same  idea  it   was  contrived  that   they 

sympathixed  with  the  feelingsof  our  merchants,  should  send  all  their  products  to  us  raw,  and 

The  universal  alarm  of  the  whole  trading  body  in  their  firrt  state;  and  that  they  AatiA  takn 

of  England  will  never  be  laughed  at  by  them  every  thing  from  us  in  the  last  stage  of  maau- 

as  an  ill-grounded  or  a  pretended  panic.    The  fiu:ture. 

universal  desire  of  that  body  will  alvv^  have        Were  ever  a  people  under  soch  circvaip 

great  weight  with  them  in  every  consideration  stances,  that  is,  a  people  who  were  to  oiqpgrt 

connected  with  commerce ;  neither  ought  the  raw,  and  to  receive  manufactured,  and  thii, 

opinion  of  that  body  to  be  slighted  (notwith-  not  a  few  luxurious  articles,  but  all  artidea, 

standing  the  contemptuous  and  indecent  Ian-  even  to  those  of  the  grossest,  most  vidgar,  and 

guage  of  this  author  and  his  associates)  in  any  necessary  consumption,  a  people  who  were  in 

consideration  whatsoever  of  revenue.  Nothing  the  hands  of  a  general  monopolist,  were  erei 

among  us  is  more  quickly  or  deeply  affected  such  a  people  suspected  of  a  possibiUty  of 

by  taxes  of  any  kind  than  trade  ;  and  if  an  Am^  becoming  a  just  object  of  revemie  ?    AU  tbo 

.'ican  tax  was  a  real  relief  to  England,  no  part  ends  of  their  foundation  must  be  supposed 

f  the  community  would  be  sooner,  or  more  utterly  contradicted  before  they  couU  hfrome 

paterially  relieved  by  it  than  our  merchants,  such  an  object.     Every  trade-law  we  havn 

But  they  well  know  that  the  trade  of  England  made  must  have  been  eluded,  and  beoome  use 

mu«t  be  more  burthenod  by  one  penny  raised  in  less,  before  they  couU  be  in  sudi  a^onditkMU 
America,  than  by  three  in  England ;  and  if         The  partisans  of  the  new  system,  who,  oa 

that  penny  be  raised  with  the  uneasiness,  the  most  occasions,  take  credit  for  full  as  mnch 

discontent,  and  the  confusion  of  America,  more  knowledge  as  they  possess,  think  proper  cm 

than  by  ten.  this  occasion  to  counterfeit  an  extramtUnuT 

If  the  opinion  and  wish  of  the  landed  interest  degree  of  ignorance,  and  in  consequence  ofs 

is  a  motive,  and  it  is  a  &ir  and  just  one,  for  to  assert,  "  that  the  balance  (between  the  ooi»> 

taking  away  a  real  and  large  revenue,  the  nies  and'Great  Britain)  is  unknown,  and  dMt 

desire  of  the  trading  interest  of  England  ou^  no  important  conclusion  can  be  drawn  fitm 

to  be  a  just  ground  for  taking  away  a  tax,  of  premises  so  very  Uncertain."t    Now  to  what 

little  better  than  speailation,  which  was  to  be  can  this  ignorance  be  owing  7  were  the  navi* 

collected  by  a  war,  which  was  to  be  kept  up  gation  laws  made,  that  this  balance  sbouU  bn 

with  the  perpetual  discontent  of  those  who  imknown  ?  is  it  from  the  course  of  exchangn 

A^ere  to  be  affected  by  it,  and  the  value  of  that  it  is  unknown,  which  all  the  world  knows 

whose  produce,  even  after  the  onfinory  charges  to  be  greatly  and  perpetually  against  the  ooli>> 

of  collection,  was  very  uncertain  ;*  afler  the  nies  ?  is  it  from  the  doubtfiil  nature  of  the  trade 

txtraordutary^  the  dearest  purchased  revenue  we  carry  on  with  the  colonies  ?  are  not  these 

iliat  ever  was  made  by  any  nation.  schemists  well  apprised,  that  the  colonists, 

particularly  those  of  the  northern  provinces, 

,  „  .     . . ,    .....        _,  ^  .  import  more  from  Ghreat  Britain,  ten  tiraai 

•  It  is  observable,  that  the  partisans  of  Ame-  ^Z^  .u      .u  j  •        .        .        «  j.  * 

rican  laxaUon,  whek  they  havVa  mind  to  renre.  "^"^^  ****"  ^^y  ^^  ">  "'"™  to  us  ?  that  • 

sent  this  tax  as  wonderrully  beneficial  to  £ng.  f^i^^  P&rt  of  their  foreign  balance  is,  and  nnBt 

land,  state  It  as  worth  £.100,000  a  year ;  when  be  remitted  to  London?    I  shall  be  ready  t» 

^^^^ili  1°  J'JK^Jl'  \  "r  S'J.«^^*  5"J^*  «^ro»'  t*»at  Uie  colonies  ought  to  be  taxed  to 
Americans,  it  dwindles  to  £.80,000.    Indeed  it  *  —v^  •• 

is  very  dimcult  to  compute  what  lis  produce 

night  have  beeo  \  Considerations,  p.  74 
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of  this  country,  in^en  I  know  that  respectable  authoritiM,  ancient  or  modem,  or 

dMj  are  out  of  debt  to  its  commerce.    This  rest  upon  the  clearest  maxims,  drawn  from  the 

•otbor  wiU  fiimish  some  ground  to  his  theories,  experience  of  other  states  and  empires,  will  be 

wmd  conmMmicate  a  discovery  to  the  public,  if  liake  to  the  greatest  errours  imaginable.   The 

Im  can  shew  this  by  any  medium.    But  he  tells  object  is  whoUy  new  in  the  world.     It  is  sin- 

WBt  that  "  their  seas  are  covered  with  ships,  gular :  it  is  grown  up  to  this  magnitude  and 

tad  their  riTers  floating  with  commerce."'*'  importance  within  the  memory  of  man ;  nothing 

Tfcii  it  tme.    But  it  is  with  our  ships  that  the  in  history  is  parallel  to  it.     All  the  reasonings 

MBS  are  covered ;  and  their  rivers  float  with  about  it,  that  are  likely  to  be  at  all  solid,  most 

BUliah  eommerce.    The  American  merchants  be  drawn  from  its  actual  circumstances.    In 

■«  oar  ftctors ;  all  in  reality,  most  even  in  this  new  system  a  principle  of  commerce,  of 

M.    The  Americans  trade,  navigate,  culti-  artificial  commerce,  must  predominate.    This 

ly  with  English  capitals ;  to  their   own  commerce  must  be  secured  by  a  multitude  of 

iMige,  to  be  sure ;  for  without  these  capi-  restraints  very  alien  from  the  spirit  of  liberty ; 

tfieir  ploughs  would  be  stopped,  and  their  and  a  powerful  authority  must  reside  in  the 

I  wind-bound.    But  he  who  furnishes  the  principal  state,  in  order  to  enforce  them.    But 

■1  must,  on  the  whole,  be  the  person  the  people  who  are  to  be  the  subjects  of  these 

priaeqidly  benefited ;  the  person  who  works  restraints  are  descendants  of  Englishmen ;  and 

Wftm^  k  profits  on  his  part  too ;  but  he  profits  in  of  an  high  and  free  spirit.    To  hdd  over  them 

a  iriiiailliiilii  way,  as  our  cdonies  do ;  that  is,  a  government  made  up  of  nothing  but  restraints 

M  the  Mrrant  of  a  wise  and  indulgent  master,  and  penalties,  and  taxes  in  the  granting  of 

wad  BO  odierwise.    We  have  all,  except  the  which  they  can  have  no  share,  will  neither  b* 

ftaJSmm;  without  which,  even  slaves  will  not  wise  nor  long  practicable.     People  must  be 

wear.  governed  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  their  tem- 

ff  the  author's  principles,  which  are  the  com-  per  ami  disposition ;  and  men  of  free  character 

MB  BotioDSy'be  right,  that  the  price  of  our  and  spirit  miist  be  ruled  with,  at  least,  some 

■OTiftr tores  is  so  greatly  enhanced  by  our  condescension  to  this  spirit  and  this  character. 

luea ;  then  the  Americans  ah«ady  pay  in  that  The  British  colonist  must  see  something  which 

mqr  b  share  of  our  impositicms.    He  is  not  will  distinguish  him  fitnn  the  oolonists  of  other 

Mhaiaed  to  assert,  that  "  France  and  China  nations. 

waj  be  said,  co  the  same  principle,  to  bear  a  Those  reasonings,  which  infer  fixmi  the  many 

pvt  of  our  diarges,  for  they  consume  our  com-  restraints  under  which  we  have  ahrady  laid 

■offitiea.'t      Was  ever  such  a  method  of  America,  to  our  right  to  lay  it  under  still  more, 

nBiMini  heard  of?  Do  not  the  laws  absolutely  and  indeed  under  all  manner  of  restraints,  are 

esafine  tLe  colonies  to  buy  from  us,  whether  conclusive ;   conclusive  as  to  right ;  but  the 

finifB  aatioos  sell  cheaper  or  not  ?   On  what  very  reverse  as  to  policy  and  practice.     We 

«Aa  idea  are  all  our  prohibitions,  regulations,  ought  rather  to  infer  from  our  having  laid  the 

HBdi,   penalties,  aiid   forfeitures,  framed?  colonies  under  many  restraints,  that  it  is  rea- 

To  aeeore  to  us,  not  a  commercial  preference,  sonable  to  compensate  them  by  every  indulgence 

irfudi  stands  in  need  of  no  penalties  to  enforce  that  can  by  any  means  be  reconciled  to  oui 

it;  itfrids  its  own  way;  but  to  secure  to  us  a  interest.     We  have  a  great  empire  to  rule, 

tnade,  which  is  a  creature  of  law  and  inatitu-  composed  of  a  vast  mass  of  heterogeneous 

lioB.    What  has  this  to  do  wit^  the  principles  governments,  all  more  or  less  free  and  pqndar 

sf  a  fireign  trade,  which  is  under  ik)  mono-  in  their  forms,  all  to  be  kept  in  peace,  and  kept 

psiy,  and  in  which  we  cannot  raise  the  price  out  of  conspiracy,  with  one  another,  all  to  be 

•f  oar  goods,  without  hazarding  the  demand  held  in  subordination  to  this  country ;  while  the 

'     '  ■&?    None  but  the  authors  of  such  mea-  spirit  of  an  extensive  and  intricate  and  trading 

eoald  ever  *h^nV  of  making  use  of  such  interest  pervades  the  whole,'  always  qualifying, 

g,  and  often  controlling,  every  general  idea  of 

rer  goes  about  to  reason  on  any  part  constitution  and  government.    It  is  a  great  an* 

«f  die  policy  of  this  country  with  regud  to  difficult  object ;  and  I  wish  we  may  poesew 

M. .  _  ^^  ^^^^^  ^  jjj^^  abstract  principles  of  wisdom  and  temper  enough  to  manage  it  as  ws 


flBfenmient,  or  even  upon  those  of  our  own  ought.  Its  importance  is  infinite.  I  bclievs 
Mdent  oonstitution,  will  be  ofVen  misled,  the  reader  will  be  struck,  as  I  have  been,  witk 
who  resort  for  arguments  to  the  most  one  singular  fact.  In  the  year  1704,  but  sixty- 
five  years  ago,  the  whole  trade  with  our  planta- 
♦  Conslderarions.  p.  79.  <>«»  "^  ^\  f  few  thousand  pounds  mora  ia 

t  Consklerations,  p.  74.  the  export  article,  and  a  thud  less  m  the  unpor^ 
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than  that  which  we  now  carry  on  with  the  in  the  first  instance  for  supply,  but  in  the  laat 

■ingle  island  of  Jamaica:  exigence  for  cootroul,^  it  is  obvious,  that  tiia 

Exports.        Imports,  presiding  authority  ol  Great  Britain,  as  dit 

Total  English  plantar  head,  the  arbiter,  and  director  of  the  iHMib 

tions  in  1704,     -     £.4SS,S65  -  £.814,491  empire,  would  vanish  into  an  emp^  naoMi 

Jamaica,  1787,                467,681  -  1,243,74S  without  operattoo  or  energy.    With  the  habi- 
tual exercise  of  such  a  power  in  the  oidliiiarf 

From  the  same  information  I  find  that  our  course  of  supply,  no  trace  of  freedom  coirii 

dealing  with  most  of  the  European  nations  is  remain  to  America.*    If  Qreat  Britain  were 

but  litUe  increased ;  these  nations  have  been  stripped  of  this  ri^t,  every  principle  of  vaitj 

pntty  much  at  a  stand  since  that  time ;  and  and  subordination  in  the  empire  was  goDe  w 

we  have  rivals  in  their  trade.    This  colony  in-  ever.    Whether  all  this  can  be  recoociled  m 

tercourso  is  a  new  world  of  commerce  in  a  legal  speculation,  is  a  matter  of  no  cooseqaence. 

manner  created ;  it  stands  upon  principles  of  It  is  reconciled  in  policy ;  and  politics  oug^  tc 

its  own ;  principles  hardly  worth  endangering  be  adjusted,  not  to  human  reasonings,  hut  to 

(or  any  litde  consideration  of  extorted  revenue,  human  nature ;  of  which  the  reason  is  but  • 

The  reader  sees,  that  I  do  not  enter  so  fiiUy  part,  and  by  no  means  the  greatest  part, 

into  this  matter  as  obviously  I  might.    I  have  Founding  the  repeal  on  this  basis,  it  was 

already  been  led  into  greater  lengths  than  I  judged  proper  to  lay  before  parliament  the  wholt 

intended.    It  is  enough  to  say,  that  before  the  detail  of  the  American  affairs,  as  fully  as  h 

ministers  of  1765  had  determined  to  propose  the  had  been  laid  before  the  ministry  themselvai, 

repeal  of  the  stamp  act  in  parliament,  they  had  Ignorance  of  those  afiairs  had  misled  putt^ 

the  whole  of  the  American  constitution  and  ment.     Knowledge  alone  could  bring  it  iato 

commerce  very  fully  before  them.    Thejr  con-  the  right  road.    Every  paper  of  office  was  laid 

sidered  maturely ;  they  decided  with  wisdom :  upon  3ie  table  of  the  two  houses ;  every  deao- 

let  me  add,  with  firmness.    For  they  resolved,  mination  of  men,  either  of  America,  or  coo- 

as  a  preliminary  to  that  repeal,  to  assert  in  the  nected  with  it  by  office,  by  residence,  by  con- 

fillies:  and  least  equivocal  terms  the  unlimited  merce,  by  interest,  even  by  injury ;  men  of  eivll 

legislative  right  of  this  country  over  its  cdo-  and  military  capacity,  officers  of  the  revennai 

nies;  and,  having  done  this,  to  propose  the  merchants,  manuiacturers  of  every  species,  and 

repeal,on  principles,  not  of  constitutional  right,  from  every  town  in  England,  attended  attho 

but  on  those  of  expediency,  of  equity,  of  leni^,  bar.  Such  evidence  never  was  laid  befiwe  pii^ 

and  of  the  true  interests  present  and  fiiture  of  liament.     If  an  emulation  arose  among  tin 

that  great  object  for  whidi  alone  the  colonies  ministers  and  members  of  parliament,  as  tfie 

were  founded,  navigation  and  commerce.  This  author  righdy  observes,!  for  the  repeal  of  tiiii 

plan,  I  say,  required  an  uncommon  degree  of  act,  as  well  as  for  the  other  regulations,  it  was 

firmness,  when  we  consider  that  some  of  those  not  on  the  confident  assertions,  the  airy  qieei^ 

persons  who  might  be  of  the  greatest  use  in  lations,  or  the  vain  promises  of  ministen,  dat 

promoting  the  repeal,  violently  withstood  the  it  arose.    It  was  the  sense  of  parliament  oa  tho 

declaratory  act;  and  they  who  agreed  with  evidence  before  them.  No  one  so  much  as  n^ 

administration  in  the  principles  of  that  law,  pects  that  ministerial  allurements  or  tenoOB 

equally  made,  as  weQ  the  reasims  on  which  had  any  share  in  it. 

the  declaratory  act  itself  stood,  as  those  on  Our  author  is  very  much  displeased,  tfaatfi 

vrhich  it  was  opposed,  grounds  for  an  opposi-  much  credit  was  given  to  Uie  testimony  of  mer* 

tion  to  the  repeal.  chants.    He  has  an  habit  of  railing  at  them; 

If  the  then  ministry  resolved  first  to  declare  and  he  may,  if  he  pleases,  indulge  himself  in 
the  ri^t,  it  was  not  fixHn  any  opinion  they 

entertained  of  its  fiiture  use  in  regular  tax-  ^/  I  dp  not  here  enter  Into  the  unsadsfactiicy 

«»;^     Tk-i»  ^ini/m.  ar«ir«  full  nt^  AmAarmA  disquisltlon  Concerning  representation  real  or 

auoo.    Theu-opimons  were  fuU  and  dedawd  presumed.   I  only  say,  that  a  great  people,  who 

against  the  ordinary  use  of  such  a  power.  Hut  have  their  property,  withoat  any  reserve,  in  all 

it  was  plain,  that  the  general  reasonings  which  cases,  disposed  of  by  another  people  at  an  ira- 

were  employed  against  that  power  went  directly  «n«'Mo  distance  from  them,  will  not  think  then- 

,^ jr,i  u^i.,;^  ,•  lT.  .n/1  oM.  r^^  ^  selves  in  the  enjoyment  of  freedom.    It  will  be 

to  our  whole  legiriative  right ,  and  one  part  of  ^ard  to  shew  to  those  who  are  in  such  a  stats! 


it  could  not  be  yielded  to  such  arguments,  with-  which  of  the  usual  paru  of  the  deflnidon  or£ 

out  a  virtual  surrender  of  all  Uie  rest  Besides,  scrlpcion  of  a  free  people  are  applicable  to  them  { 

if  that  very  specific  power  of  levying  money  in  *"<* ''  is  neither  pleasant  nor  wise  to  attempt  to 

thecokJs^enotTtained  ss  aTacred  tJust  Krdlir.u^'h^ad^\7n^^n^''  "^  *"  ~"'** 

in  the  hands  of  Gh:eat  Britain  (to  be  used,  not  f  p.  31 
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tt.  ItwinnotdogreatmliehieftothatresjMc^ 
•Ue  wet  of  men.  The  lubstance  of  their  tee- 
linaojr  wu,  that  their  debts  in  America  were 
VH7graat:  that  the  Americana  dedioed  to  pay 
tfcHBii  or  to  renew  their  ordefB,  whilst  this  act 
WtiiiimJ;  that,  under  these  circumstances, 
ibaj  dsapairad  of  the  recovery  of  their  debts, 
m  th»  renewal  of  their  trade  in  that  country: 
Alt  they  apprehended  a  general  failure  of  mer- 
iMtilii  credit.  TIm  manufacturers  deposed  to 
te  same  general  purpose,  with  this  addition, 
dwt  nwiy  of  them  had  discharged  several  of 
tmr  artlBcas ;  and,  if  the  law  and  the  resist- 
MBS  to  it  should  continue,  must  dismiss  them  alL 
This  testimony  is  treated  with  great  coo- 
tHi|it  by  our  author.  It  must  be,  I  suppose, 
kscanse  it  was  contradicted  by  the  plain  nature 
if  duB^  Suppose  then  that  the  merchants 
hid,  to  gratify  this  author,  given  a  contrary 
I ;  and  had  deposed,  that  while  America 
in  a  state  of  resistance,  whilst  four 
of  ddyt  remained  unpaid,  whilst  the 
of  justice  was  suspended  for  want  of 
paper,  so  that  no  debt  could  be  reco- 
I,  fd^ilst  there  was  a  total  stop  to  trade, 
every  ship  was  subject  to  seizure  for 
ni  stamped  clearances,  and  while  the 
ire  to  be  declared  in  rebellion,  and 
bj  armed  force,  that  in  these  circtun- 
I  diey  would  still  continue  to  trade  cheer- 
Mjr  and  fearlessly  as  before ;  would  not  such 
wittsHea  provoke  universal  indignation  for 
imir  ioQy  or  their  widiedness,  and  be  desert 
ledly  hoioCed  from  the  bar  \*  would  any  human 


•  Hers  the  author  has  a  note  altogetnsr  in 
Us  nsual  strain  of  reasoning ;  he  finds  out  thai 
ssmsbody,  in  the  course  of  this  multifarious 
svidenee,  nad  said,  **that  a  very  considerable 
put  of  the  orders  of  1765  transmitted  from  Ame* 
fiea  had  been  afterwards  suspended ;  but  that 
li  case  the  stamp  act  was  repealed,  those  orders 
were  to  be  executed  in  the  present  year  1766;" 
aad  chac,  on  the  rei>eal  of  tbe  stamp  act,  "  the 
csports  to  the  colonies  would  be  at  least  double 
the  value  of  the  exports  of  the  past  year."  He 
then  triumphs  exceedioglyon  their  having  fallen 
short  of  it  on  the  state  of  the  custom-house  en. 
Bias  I  do  not  well  know  what  c<>nclu.«ion  he 
draws  applicable  to  his  purpose,  from  these 
Ikis.  He  does  not  deny  that  all  the  orders 
which  came  fn>ro  America  subsequent  to  the 
disturbances  of  the  stamp  act  were  on  the  con* 
dhkm  of  that  act  beincr  repealed  ;  and,  he  does 
not  assert  that,  notwithstanding  that  act  should 
be  enforced  by  a  strons  hand,  still  the  orders 
would  be  executed.  Neither  does  he  quite  ven> 
tore  to  say  that  this  decline  of  the  tmde  in  1766 
was  owln^  to  the  repeal.  What  docs  he  there- 
tire  infer  from  it,  favourable  to  the  enforcement 
of  that  law  ?  It  nnly  comes  to  this,  and  no  more ; 
those  merchants,  who  thought  our  trade  would 
be  doubled  in  the  subsequent  year,  were  mis* 


&ith  have  given  credit  to  such  assertions''  The 
testimony  of  the  merchants  was  necessary  for 
the  detail,  and  to  bring  the  matter  home  to  the 
feeling  of  the  house ;  as  to  the  genial  reasons, 
they  spoke  abundantly  for  themselves. 
Upon  these  princi|jes  was  the  act  repealed, 

taken  in  their  speculations.  So  that  the  stamp 
act  was  not  to  be  repealed  unless  this  specula* 
tlon  of  theirs  was  a  probable  event.  But  H  was 
not  repealed  In  order  to  double  our  trade  In  that 
year,  as  every  body  knows,  (whatever  some 
merchants  miffht  have  said,)  but  lest  in  that 

Sear  we  should  have  no  trade  at  all.  The  fact 
I,  that,  during  the  greatest  part  of. the  year 
1765,  that  is,  until  about  the  month  of  October, 
when  the  accounts  of  the  disturbances  came 
thick  upon  us,  the  American  trade  went  on  as 
usual.  Before  this  time,  the  stamp  act  could 
not  affect  It.  Aflerwards,  the  merchants  fell 
into  a  great  consternation ;  a  general  stairnation 
in  trade  ensued.  But  as  soon  as  it  was  Known 
that  the  ministry  favoured  the  repeal  of  the 
stamp  act,  several  of  the  bolder  merchants  yen* 
tureci  to  execute  their  orders  ;  others  more  timid 
hung  back :  in  tliis  manner  the  trade  continued 
in  a  state  of  dreadful  fluctuation  between  the 
fears  of  those  who  had  ventured,  f<ir  the  event 
of  their  boldness,  and  the  anxiety  of  those 
whose  trade  was  suspended,  until  the  royal 
assent  was  finally  given  to  the  bill  of  repeal. 
That  the  trade  of  1766  was  not  equal  to  tiiat  of 
1765,  could  not  be  owing  tu  the  repeal ;  it  arose 
from  quite  different  causes,  of  which  the  author 
seems  not  to  be  aware:  Ist,  Our  conquests 
during  the  war  had  laid  open  the  trade  of  ihe 
French  and  S|)ani<ih  West  Indies  to  our  colonies 
much  more  largelv  than  they  had  ever  enjoyed 
It ;  this  continued  lor  some  time  after  the  peace : 
but  at  length  it  was  extremely  contraaed,  and 
in  some  places  reduced  to  nothing.  Sucii  in 
particular  was  the  state  of  Jamaica.  On  tlie 
taking  tbe  Havannah  all  the  stores  of  that  island 
were  emptied  into  that  place,  which  produced 
unusual  orders  for  goods,  for  supplying  their 
own  consumption,  as  well  as  for  iurther  spccu> 
lations  of  trade.  These  ceasing,  the  trade  stood 
on  its  own  bottom.  This  is  one  cause  of  the 
diminished  export  to  Jamaica ;  and  not  the 
childish  Idea  of  the  author,  of  an  impossible 
contraband  from  the  opening  of  the  ports.  :2d. 
The  war  had  brought  a  great  influx  of  cash 
Into  America,  fir  the  pay  and  provision  of  the 
troops ;  and  this  an  unnatural  increase  of  trade . 
which,  as  its  cause  failed,  must  In  some  degree 
return  to  its  ancient  and  natural  bounds,  ad. 
When  the  merchants  met  from  all  parts,  anc 
compared  their  accounts,  they  were  alarmed  at 
the  immensity  of  the  debt  due  :o  them  from 
America.  Tliev  found  that  the  Americans  had 
ovor-traded  their  abilities.  And,  as  they  found 
too  that  several  of  them  were  capable  of  niakins 
tiie  state  of  political  events  an  excuse  foi  theli 
failure  in  commercial  punctuality,  many  of  oui 
moi  chants  in  some  decree  contracted  ihi-ir  trade 
from  that  moment.  However,  it  is  idle,  in  sue! 
an  itiimense  mass  of  trade,  so  liable  to  fluctus 
lion  ti)  iiift^r  any  thing  from  surh  a  deficienc 
an  one  or  even  two  hundred  thousand  pound* 
In  1767,  when  the  distui1>ances  subsided,  tht* 
deficiency  wai  made  up  again. 
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and  it  produced  all  tne  good  effeet  whidi  was  trade  as  the  primary  end,  and  revenue  but  m  « 

expected  from  it :  quiet  was  restored ;  trade  very  subordinate  omsideFation.    Where  tndt 

generally  returned  to  its  ancient  channels;  time  was  likely  to  suffer,  they  did  not  hesitate  iat 

ami   means  were   fiimished   for   the    better  an  instant  to  prefer  it  to  taxes,  whose  prodnea 

strengthening  of  government  there,  as  well  as  at  best  was  contemptible,  in  comparison  of  tin 

for   recovering,  by  judicious  measures,  the  object  which  they  might  endanger.    The  athir 

affections  of  the  people,  had  that  ministry  coo-  of  their  principles  was,  to  suit  the  revenue  t» 

tinued,  or  had  a  ministry  succeeded  with  dispo  the  object.    Where  the  difiiculty  of  coUecdMl^ 

sitions  to  improve  that  opportunity.  from  the  nature  of  the  country,  wad  of  the  rev»» 

Such  an  administration  did  not   succeed,  nue  establishment,  is  so  very  no(<»-ious,  it  wm 

Ir^tead  of  pn^ting  of  that  season  of  tranquil-  their  p(^cy  to  hold  out  as  few  temptations  to 

U^,  in  the  very  next  year  they  chose  to  return  smuggling  as  possible,  by  keeping  the  dutiesai 

to  measures  of  the  very  same  nature  with  those  nearly  as  they  could  on  a  balance  with  the  ruk. 

which  had  been  so  solemnly  condemned ;  though  On  these  principles  they  made  many  alterationi 

apon  a  smaller  scale.    The  effects  have  been  in  the  port  duties  of  1764,  both  in  the  mode  aal     I 

correspondent.    America  is  again  in  disorder ;  in  the  quantity.    The  author  has  not  attemptal     I 

Sot  indeed  in  the  same  degree  as  formerly,  nor  to  prove  them  erroneous.  He  complains  enoodk     j 

my  thing  like  it.    Such  good  efiects  have  at-  to  shew  that  he  is  in  an  ill  humour,  notthatlui     i 

tended  the  repeal  of  the  stamp-act,  that  the  adversaries  have  done  amiss.                                i 

colonies  have  actually  paid  the  taxes ;  and  they  As  to  the  regulations  which  were  roerety  i^ 

have  sought  their  redress  (upon  however  im-  lative  to  commerce,  many  were  then  nndas 

proper  principles)  not  in  their  own  violence,  as  and  they  were  all  made  upon  this  principlai 

formerly  ;'*'  but  in  the  experienced  benignity  of  that  many  of  the  colonies,  and  those  some  of 

parliament    They  are  not  easy  indeed,  nor  the  most  abounding  in  people,  were  so  sitnatid 

ever  will  be  so,  under  this  author's  schemes  of  as  to  have  very  few  means  of  traflfc  with  tUi 

taxation ;  but  we  see  no  longer  the  same  gene-  country.    It  became  therefore  our  interest  to 

ral  fury  and  confusion,  which  attended  their  let  them  into  as  much  foreign  trade  as  coidd  bt 

resistance  to  the  stamp-act.    The  author  may  given  them  without  interfering  with  our  owa; 

rail  at  the  repeal,  and  those  who  proposed  it,  and  to  secure  by  every  method  the  returns  to 

as  he  pleases.    Those  honest  men  suffer  all  the  mother  country.  Without  some  such  somnm 

his  obloquy  with  pleasure,  in  the  midst  of  the  of  enlargement,  it  was  obvious  that  any  beoeil 

quiet  whjch  they  have  been  the  means  of  giving  we  could  expect  from  these  colonies  moit  bt 

to  their  country ;  and  would  think  his  praises  extremely  limited.    Accordingly  many  fi^ili* 

for  their  perseverance  in  a  pernicious  scheme,  ties  were  given  to  their  trade   with  the  f^ 

a  very  bad  compensation  for  the  disturbance  of  reign  plantation,  and  with  the  southern  ptfli 

our  peace,  and  the  ruin  of  our  commerce,  of  Europe.    As  to  the  confining  the  reUimtto 

Whether  the  return  to  the  system  of  1764,  for  this  country,  administration  saw  the  misduif 

raising  a  revenue  in  America,  the  discontents  and  folly  of  a  plan  of  indiscriminate  restraiiL 

which  have  ensued  in  consequence  of  it,  the  They  applied  their  remedy  to  that  part  wiisra 

general  suspension  of  the  assemblies  in  conse-  tlie  disease  existed,  and  to  that  only ;  on  diit 

quenceoftbese  discontents,  the  use  of  the  mill-  idea  they  established  reguUtions,    far  mart 

tary  power,  and  the  new  and  dangerous  com*  likely  to  check  the  dangerous  clandestine  tradt 

missions  whidi  now  hang  over  them,  will  with  Hamburgh  and  Hdland,  than  this  authocHi, 

produce  equally  good  effects,  is  greatly  to  be  friends,  or  any  of  their  predecessors  had  ew 

doubted.    Never,  I  feer,  will  this  nation  and  done. 

the  colonies  fall  back  upon  their  true  centre  of  The  friends  of  the  author  have  a  method 

gravity,  and  natural  ^  it  of  repose,  until  the  surely  a  little  whimsical  in  all  this  sort  of  dia* 

ideas  of  1766  are  resum  a,  and  steadily  pursued,  cussions.    They  have  made  an  innumermUt 

As  to  the  regulations,  a  great  subject  of  the  multitude  of  commercial  regulations,  at  wfaidl 

author's  accusation,  they  are  of  two  sorts ;  one  the  trade  of  England  exclaimed  with  one  voioa, 

of  a  mixed  nature,  of  revenue  and  trade;  the  and  many  of  which  have  been  altered  on  tiia 

other  simply  relative  to  trade.    With  regard  to  unanimous  opinion  of  that  trade.    Still  thoj 

the  former  I  shaU  observe,  that,  in  all  ddlibera-  go  on,  just  as  before,  in  a  sort  of  droning  paad> 

tions  concerning  America,  the  ideas  of  that  gyric  on  themselves,  talking  of  these  regidft* 

administration  were  principally  these ;  to  take  tions  as  prodigies  of  wisdom ;  and,  instead  of 

appealing  to  those  who  are  most  affected  and 

•  The  disturbances  have  been  in  Boston  only ;  *«  ^*^  judges,  they  turn  round  in  a  perpetorf 

and  were  not  in  consequence  of  the  late  dutiea  circle  of  their  own  reasonings  and  pretences 
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iver  from  one  of  tbeirown  pam-  of  it ;  and  that  abnoat  erery  restriction  on  our 

ler:   "See/'  say  they, '*  this  communicatioa  with  our  neighbours  therei  is  a 

n  the  Regulations  of  the  Colo-  restriction  un&TOurable  to  ourselves, 

his  satisfactorily  proved  in  The  Sudi  were  the  principles  that  guided,  and 

."    By  and  by  we  shall  have  the  authority  that  sanctimied,  these  regola- 

fbr  this  The  State  of  the  Na-  tions.    No  man  ever  said,  that,  in  the  muiti* 

to  take  another  method  in  rin-  plici^  of  regdationa  made  in  the  administra- 

ipoaite  system.    I  refer  to  the  ticm  of  their  predeoBssors,  none  were  useful : 

tdhants  for  these  regulations ;  some  certainly  were  so ;  and  I  defy  the  author 

when  they  were  obtained ;  and  to  shew  a  commercial  regulation  of  that  period, 

d  grateftil  sense  they  have  ever  whidi  he  can  prove,  from  any  authority  except 

I  of  the  benefits  received  under  his  own,  to  have  a  tendency  beneBcial  to  oom- 

tion.  merce,  that  has  been  repealed.    So  far  were 

ations  have  in  their  commercial  that  ministry  fitmi  being  guided  by  a  spirit  of 

1  generally  aided  by  the  opinion  contradiction  or  of  innovation, 

nts ;  too  frequently  by  that  of  a  The  author's  attack  on  that  administration, 

I  sort  of  favourites :  they  have  for  their  neglect  of  our  claims  on  foreign 

by  the  opinion  of  one  or  two  powers,  is  by  much  the  roost  astonishing  in- 

were  to  merit  in  flatteries,  and  stance  he  has  given,  or  that,  I  believe,  any 

itracts;  who  frequently  adrised,  roan  ever  did  give,  of  an  intrepid  efirontery. 

rai  good  of  trade,  but  for  their  It  relates  to  the  ManiUa  ransom ;  to  the  Canada 

ge.    During  the  administration  bills ;  and  to  the  Russian  treaty.    Couki  one 

ithor  complnins,  the  meetings  imagine,  that  these  very  things,  which  he  thus 

ion  the  business  of  trade  were  chomes  to  object  to  others,  have  been  the  prin* 

luUic ;  sometimes  at  the  house  cipal  subject  of  charge  against  his  favourite 

of  Rockin^aro ;    sometimes  ministry  ?    Instead  of  dearing  them  of  these 

eswell's;   sometimes    at   Sir  charges,heappearsnotsomudi  as  to  have  heard 

's,  an  house  always  open  to  ofthem;  but  throws  them  directly  upon  the  admi- 

on  favourable  to  the  liberty  or  nistration  which  succeeded  tothatof  his  friends, 

this  country.    Nor  were  these  It  is  not  always  very  pleasant  to  bo  obliged 

id  to  the  m«rdiant8  of  London,  to  produce  the  detail  of  this  kind  of  transactions 

1  manufacturers  were  invited  to  the  public  view.  I  will  content  myself  there- 

miderable  towns  in  England,  fore  with  giving  a  diort  state  of  &cts,  which, 

with  the  ministers  and  active  when  the  author  chooses  to  contradict,  he  shall 

riiament.    No  private  views,,  see  proved,  more,  perhaps,  to  his  conviction 

■prevailed.   Never  were  points  than  to  his  liking.    The  nrst  fact  then  is,  that 

upon  a  larger  scale  of  infbrma-  the  demand  for  the  Manilla  ransom  had  been 

o  attended  these  meetings  weU  in   the  author's  favourite  administration,  so 

isters  they  were  whoheiurd  the  neglected,  as  to  appear  to  have  been  little  less 

who  comprehended  the  most  than  tacitly  abandoned.    At  home,  no  coimte* 

to  provided  the  most  wisely,  nance  was  given  to  the  claimants ;  and  when 

thor  and  his  friends  still  con-  it  was  mentioned  in  parliament,  the  then  leader 

ion  of  the  practice  of  exalting  did  not  seem,  at  least,  a  very  ttmgume  adm>-> 

es,  in  their  pamphlets,  and  in  eate  in  favour  of  thtdaim.^Thtwe  things  made 

.    They  never  will  persuade  it  a  matter  of  small  difficulty  to  resume  and 

[he  merchants  of  England  were  press  that  negotiation  witj]  [Spain.    However, 

federacy  to  sacrifice  their  own  so  clear  was  our  ri^,  th!.,^tho  then  ministers 

te  of  North  America,  and  to  resolved  to  revive  it;  and  so  little  time  was kxrt, 

of  their  own  goods  in  favour  that  though  that  administration  was  not  com- 
ures  of  France  and  Holland.  pleted  until  the  9th  of  July  1765,  on  the  SOth  of 
ids  of  this  author  taken  these  the  foDowing  August,  Gen.  Conway  trans- 
nation,  his  extreme  terrours  of  mitted  a  strong  lod  fbO  remonstrance  on  that 
he  West  India  islands  would  subject  to  the  Eail  of  Rochefort.  The  argu- 
lly  quieted,  and  his  objections  roent,  on  indiich  the  court  of  Madrid  most  re- 
f  the  ports  would  have  ceased,  lied,  was  the  derdiction  of  that  clairo  by  the 
«amed,  from  the  roost  satisfac-  preceding  ministers.  However,  it  was  still 
the  West  India  trade,  that  we  pushed  with  so  much  vigour,  that  the  Spaniard^ 
age  in  every  essential  article  from  a  positive  denial  to  pay,  offered  to  refei 

0 
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tha  drmirel  to  mibitration.    That  propositioo  ttoo  has  been  since  prorided  (or,  it  is  not  n^ 

was    rejected ;   and  the  demand  being  still  present  business  to  examine.         * 

pressed)  there  was  all  the  reason  in  the  world  3.  The  proprietors  had  absolotdy  de^paind 

to  expect  its  being  brou^t  to  a  &yourable  of  being  paid,  at  anytime,  ai^  proportion  oC 

issue  ;vdien  it  was  thought  proper  to  change  the  their  demand,  until  the  chai^  of  that  minialij, 

administration.    Whether  under  their  circum-  The  merchants  were  checked  and 


stances,  and  in  the  time  they  continued  in    nanced;  they  had  often  been  U^  by 
power,  more  could  be  done,  the  reader  will     authority,  cf  the  cheap  rate  at  which 
judge;  who  will  hear  with  astonishment  a     Canada  bills  had  been  procured  ;yottbswidMr 


charge  of  remissness  from  those  very  men,  can  talk  of  the  composition  of  them  as  a  i 

whose  inactivity,  to  call  it  by  no  worse  a  name,  sity  induced  by  the  change  in  adminighnatioik 

laid  the  chief  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  r^  They  found   themselves  inde^  beiore  f3ml 

vived  negotiation.  change,  under  a  necessity  of  hinting  aomewiitt 

As  to  the  Canada  bills,  this  author  thinks  of  bringing  the  matter  into  pariianwnt;  bat 

proper  to  assert,  *<  that  the  proprietors  found  they  were  soon  silenced,  and  put  in  Bind  «f 

themselves  under  a  necessity  of  compounding  the  fate  which  the  Newfoundland  hiisinsw  iMli 

their  demands  upon  the  French  court,  and  ao-  there  met  with.    Nothing  struck  diem  warn 

cepting  terms  which  they  had  oflen  rejected,  than  the  strong  omtrast  between  the  spirityMii 

and  which  the  Eari  of  Halifax  had  dedared  he  method  of  proceeding,  of  the  two  administii^ 

wouki  sooner  fi>rfeit  his  hand  than  sign."*  tions. 

When  I  know  that  the  Earl  of  Halifax  says  so,  4.  The  Earl  of  Halifax  never  did,  nor  ooaU^ 

the  Earl  of  Halifax  shall  have  an  answer ;  but  refuse  to  sign  this  convention ;  because  thk^ 

I  persuade  myself  that  his  lordship  has  given  vention,  as  it  stands,  never  was  bsfim 

no  authority  for  this  ridiculous  rant.    In  the  The  author's  last  charge  on  that 

mean  time,  I  shall  only  speak  of  it  as  a  common  with  regard  to  foreign  affairs,  is  the 

concern  of  that  minisUy.  treaty  of  commerce,  which  the 

In  the  first  place  then  I  observe,  that  a  con-  to  assert,  was  concluded  "  on  tamw  tha  &■! 

vention,  for  the  liquidation  of  the  Canada  bilk,  of  Buckinghamshire  had  refused  lo  aoespt  a( 

was  concluded  under  the  administration  of  1766 ;  and  which  had  been  deemed  by  ibmier  mnyi^ 

when  nothing  was  conckided  under  that  of  the  ters  disadvantageous  to  the  nation,  and  faj  An 

&vourite8  of  thb  author.  merchants  unsafe  and  unprofitable."} 

2.  This  transaction  was,  in  every  step  of  it,  Both  the  assertions  in  this  paragraiik  mm 

carried  on  in  concert  with  tlie  persons  into-  equally  groundless.  The  treaty  then  eoaohnM 

rested ,  and  was  terminated  to  their  entire  satis*  by  Sir  George  Macartney  was  not  on  tfaa  Mnm 

&ction.    They  would  have  acquiesced  perhaps  ,  which  the  Earl  of  Buckinghamrium  had  m» 

in  terms  somewhat  lower  than  those  which  fu^.  Th^tTCarlftf  RiM^lrin^m^im  mm  lU 

were  obtained.    The  author  is  indeed  too  kind  refuse  terms,  because  the  business  D«f«r  mtm 

to  them.    He  will,  however,  let  them  speak  fiir  to  the  point  of  refusal,  or  aoceptance ;  all  dl^ 

themselves,  and  sliew  what  their  own  opinion  he  did  was,  to  receive  the  Russian  [Mwurt  fir 

was  of  the  measures  puraued  in  their  favour.f  a  treaty  of  oonmierce,  and  to  trananit  It  H 

In  what  manner  the  execution  of  the  ccmven-  England.    This  was  in  November  1764;  mI 

he  left  Petersburg  the  January  foUowii^  ka» 

«  p.  34.  fore  he  could  even  receive  an  answer  fi«m  Ml 

t  "  They  are  happy  In  having  found,  In  your  own  court.    The  concbsion  of  the  trentv  Ml 

zeal  for  the  dignity  ofihls  nation,  the  means  of  to  his  successor.    Whoever  wiU  be  at  ihi 

liquidatinf  their  claims,  and  of  concluding  with  *,«„uu  ♦«  ^«...». :»  «.:«k  .u-  «      .     Tv-ZT 

the  court  ?f  France  a  convention  for  the  final  wu  trwble  to  compare  it  wiA  tho  treaty  of  17H 

tisfaction  of  their  demands  j  and  have  given  us  ^"^i  *  bcheve,  confess,  that,  if  the  ' 


commission.  In  their  names,  and  on  their  behalf,  nisters  could  have  obtained  such  tamv,  fttv 

most  eamesUy  to  entreat  your  acceptance  of  ^©re  criminal  in  not  accepting  them. 

theirgrateful  acknowledgments.— Whether  they         t>,i*  iKa  «««,u.„#.  c<  JLIIr^  ^      «. 

consider  themselves  as  Britons,  or  as  men  mora         f"^^    ul^f^       ^?*  ******  "■■* 

particularly  profiUng  by  your  generous  and  spi-  &<»  unprofitable.     What  merchants  f    Aa  BP 

riled  interposition,  they  see  great  reasons  to  be  treaty  ever  was  more  maturely  considered,  aa 

thankful,  for  having  been  supported  bv  a  minis-  the  opinion  of  the  Ruasia  merchvtfa  inLoniM 
ler.  In  whose  pubuc  affections,  in  whose  ¥rls-  "^  ^^  "^**^"'"" 

dom  and  activity,  both  the  national  honour,  and 

the  interest  of  individuals,  have  been  ai  once  so        X  See  the  Convention  Itself  prinled  br 

well  supported  and  sectired."    Thanks  of  the  and  Harrison,  Warwick*lane.  17M: 

Canada  merchants  to  General  Conway,  Lon*  larly  the  articles  two  and  thirteen, 
don,  April  28, 1766.  ^  P.  33 
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m  mR  tkng  taken;  and  all  the  imtruetiona  king  and  the  puUiCi  as  another  Duke  of  Sully , 
over  were  in  exact  coofiimii^  to  that  and  he  concludes  die  whtAe  peribnnance  with 
Our  minister  there  made  no  step  a  very  devout  prayer, 
hmn;  preriously  consulted  our  meiw  The  prayers  of  politicians  may  sometimea 
in  Peterrinirgh,  who,  before  the  be  sincere ;  and  as  this  prayer  is  in  subetance, 
ef  tiie  treaty,  gare  the  most  full  and  that  the  author,  or  his  friends,  may  be  soon 
testimony  in  its  favour.    In  their  brought  into  power,  I  have  great  reason  to 
to  our  minister  at  that  court,  among  believe  it  is  very  much  from  the  heart.    It 
tfoBga,  they  say,  "  It  may  aflbrd  some  must  be  owned  too  that  after  he  hasdrawn  such 
■atiafiictioc  to  your  excellency,  to  a  picture,  such  a  shocking  picture,  of  the  state 
a  public  acknowledgment  of  the  entn  of  this  country,  he  has  great  &ith  in  thinking 
~  uppnbalion  tf  every  artieie  in  this  the  means  he  prays  for  s^kient  to  relieve  us : 
f,  frsm  OS  who  are  so  immediately  and  so  afWr  the  character  he  has  given  of  its  inhabi- 
'  in  its  consequences."    This  tanu  of  all  ranks  and  classes,  he  has  great  cha* 
bj  the  consul  general,  and  every  rity  m  caring  much  about  them ;  and  indeed, 
in  Pctersburgh.  no  less  hope,  in  being  of  opinion,  that  such  a 
of  those  immediately  con-  detestable  nation  can  never  become  the  care  of 
the  consequences  is  nothmg  to  this  Providence.    He  has  not  even  found  five  good 
He  and  his  friends  have  so  much  ten-  men  in  our  devoted  city, 
fir  people's  interests,  and  understand  He  talks  indeed  of  men  of  virtue  and  ability. 
mnch  better  than  they  do  themselves,  But  where  are  his  nun  of  virtue  and  ability  to 
these  politicians  are  contending  be  found  ?    Are  they  in  the  present  adminis- 
6r  dte  beat  of  possible  terms,  the  claimants  are  tration  ?  never  were  a  set  of  people  more  bladc- 
iMydtD  fo  without  any  terms  at  all.  ened  by  this  author.  Are  they  among  the  party 
OisefdM  first  andjustest  complaints  against  of  those  (no  small  body)  who  adhere  to  the 
iwiimiiiiitnilifwi  of  the  authors  friends,  was  system  of  1766  ?  these,  it  is  the  great  purpose 
^  mM  «f  Tifoor  in  their  foreign  negotiations,  of  this  book  to  calumniate.    Are  they  the  per- 
■mediate  successors  endeavoured  to  sons  who  acted  with  his  great  firiend,  since  the 
dnt  crrour,  akmg  with  others;   and  change   in    176S,    to  hu  removal  in  1766? 
Im  was  acaredy  a  foreign  court,  in  which  scarcely  any  of  these  are  now  out  of  employ- 
lb  aew  spirit  that  had  arisen  was  not  sensibly  ment ;  and  we  are  in  possession  of  his  deside- 
ftk,  adaowledged,  and  sometimes  complained  raturo.    Yet  I  think  he  hardly  means  to  select, 
iC  Ob  their  coming  into  administration,  they  even  some  d'the  hi^iest  of  them,  as  ezamplea 
fial  Iha  demolition  of  Dunkirk  entirely  at  a  fit  for  the  reformation  of  a  corrupt  worid. 
tmd ;  i— If  »t\  of  demolition,  they  fi)und  con-  He  observos,  that  the  virtue  of  the  most  ezem- 
ttaeUoB  ;  fcr  the  French  were  then  at  work  plary  prince  that  ever  swayed  a  sceptre  "  can 
M  te  repair  of  the  jettees.    On  the  remon-  never  warm  or  illuminate  die  body  of  his  peo- 
ttHcaa  af  General  Conway,  some  parts  of  pie,  if  foul  mirrors  are  placed  so  near  him  as  to 
ftna  JeOees   were    immediately   destroyed.  reOract  and  dissipate  the  rays  at  their  first 
Ty  Drita  of  Richmond  personally  surveyed  emanation."'''     Without  observing  upon  the 
At  pbee,  and  qbtained  a  fuller  knowledge  of  propriety  of  this  metaphor,  or  asking   how 
ia  tna  attte  and  condition  than  any  (rf*  our  mirrors  come  to  have  lost  their  old  quality  of 
■iaiilert  had  done ;  and,  in  consequence,  had  reflecting,  and  to  have  acquired  that  of  refiuo- 
kmr  eileia  firom  the  Duke  of  Choiscul  than  ting,  and  dissipating  rays,  and  how  far  their 
km  avar  been  received.    But,  as  these  were  foulness  will  account  for  this  change ;  the  re- 
t  of  cor  jost  e]q>ectations  imder  tho  treaty,  mark  itself  is  common  and  true :  no  less  true, 
rqaclad  them.     Our  tlion  ministers,  know-  and  equally  surjMising  finom  him,  is  that  which 
imm  wtAj  m  their  administration,  the  people's  immediately  precedes  it  ;t  "  it  is  in  vain  to  en- 
'~  wars  set  at  ease  upon  aO  the  essential  deavour  to  dude  the  progress  of  irreligion  and 
«f  public  and  private  liber^,  and  that  licentiousness,  by  puni^ing  such  crimes  in 
of  theirs  could  endanger  the  concord  one  individualf  if  oihers  equally  culpable  are 
tta  eaapire,  were  under  no  restraint  from  rewarded  with  the  honours  and  emoluments  of 
nainf  every  just  demand    upon  foreign  the  state."     I  am  not  in  the  secret  of  the  au- 
iMa.  thor's  manner  of  writing ;  but  it  appears,  to  roe, 
na  aodior,  towards  the  end  of  this  work,  that  he  must  intend  these  reflections  as  a  satire 
reflections  upon  the  state  of  public  upon  the  administration  of  his  happy  years. 
IB  diis  cocDtiy :  he  draws  use  fixMn  this 
bj  reconanending  his  firiend  to  the  *  P  46                       f  P.  46 
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Were  ever  the  hoooun  and  emoluments  of  the  blanoe  to  a  water  spoat;  for  they  are  boA  wm. 

state  more  lavishly  squandered  upon  persons  and  there  is  some  likeness  betweeo  a  mimiiMf 

scandalous  in  their  lives  than  during  that  p»>  evening's  breexe  and  an  humoane ;  tbej  Mi 

riod?     In  these  scandalous  lives,  was  there  both  wind:  but  who  can  con^wre  oordigin^ 

anything  more  scandalous  than  the  mode  of  bances,  oar  situation,  or  oar  finaaoea,  to  UwMcf 

punishing  oiM  eiiipa6^  tndiouliiat?     In  that  France  in  the  time  oTHenry  ?    Otett  BriliiB 

individuid,  is  any  thing  more  culpable  than  his  is  inde^  at  this  time  wearied,  bat  not  braka^ 

having  been  seduced  by  the  example  of  some  with  the  efforts  of  a  vietorioos  foreign  wir| 

of  those  very  persons  by  whom  he  was  thus  not  sufficiently  relieved  by  an  inadequate  paac% 

persecuted?  but  somewhat  benefited  by  that  peace,  Mi| 

The  author  is  so  eager  to  attack  others,  that  infinitely  by  the  consequences  of  that  war.  TW 

he  provides  but  indiflforently  fw  his  own  de-  powers  of  Europe  atred  by  our  vidoriet,  HiA 

fence.    I  believe,  without  going  beyond  the  lying  in  ruins  upon  every  side  of  us.  Burth— idi 

page  I  have  now  before  me,  he  is  very  sensi^  uidMd  we  are  with  dd^  but  aboanding  fiidlL 

ble,  that  I  have  sufficient  matter  of  further,  resources.  Wehaveatrade,  notperiia|MeqMl 

and,  if  possible,  of  heavier,  charge  against  his  to  our  wishes,  but  more  than  ever  we  pm* 

friends,  upon  his  own  principle.    But  it  is  be-  sessed.    In  effect,  no  pretender  to  the  croifB; 

cause  the  advantage  is  too  great,  that  I  decline  nor  nutriment  for  such  desperate  and  dwUM 

making  use  of  it.    I  wi^  the  author  had  not  tive  fitctions  as  have  Ibrmeriy  liialBea  lUi 

thought  that  all  methods  are  lawful  in  party,  kingdom. 

Above  all,  he  ought  to  have  taken  care  not  tO/       As  to  our  finances,  the  andior  triflas  widb. 

wound  his  enemies  through  the  sides  of  his  us.    When  SuUy  came  to  those  of  Fmnoa,  ii 

country.    This  he  has  done,  by  making  that  what  order  was  any  part  of  the  financial  ay*- 

monstrous  aud  overcharged  picture  of  the  die-  tern?  or  what  system  was  there  at  aUf  Tbnn 

tresses  of  our  situation.    No  wonder  that  he,  is  no  man  in  office  who  must  not  be  esnAli 

who  finds  this  country  in  the  same  condition  that  ours  is,  without  the  act  of  any  peiidiig 

with  that  of  France  at  the  time  of  Henry  the  minister,  the  most  regular  and  ordetly  styrtm 

Foiuth,  could  also  find  a  resemblance  between  perhaps  that  ever  was  known;  the  beat  M* 

his  political  friend  and  the  Duke  of  Sully.    As  cured  against  all  frauds  in  the  eoOecftion,  \ 

to  those  personal  resemblances,  people  will  all  misapplication  in  the  expenditure  of 

oAen  judge  of  them  firom  their  affections :  they  money, 
may  intagine  in  these  clouds  whatsoever  figures        I  admit  that,  in  this  floarishin|  ilate  «f 

they  please ;  but  what  is  the  conformation  of  things,  there  are  appearances  enoo^  to  ooli 

that  eye  which  can  discover  a  resemblance  of  uneasiness  and  apprehension.     I  adnnt  thsni 

this  country  and   these  times  to  those  with  is  a  canker-worm  in  the  rose; 
which  the  author  compares  them  1    France,  a 

country  just  recovered  out  of  twenty-five  yean  r— T 7  ^t^^F^  ^®  ^^^^  )•??']?"?«.     ^_-. 

of  the  most  cruel  and  desolating  civil  war  that  8"rgliamariallquld,quodlnlpsisflorib»4tailfc 

perhaps  was  ever  known.   The  kingdom,  under        This  is  nothing  else  than  a  spirit  of  < " 


tJie  veil  of  momentary  quiet,  full  of  the  most    nection,  of  distrust,  and  of  treachery  aBMII 


atrocious  political,  operating  upon  the  most  fi»-  public  men.    It  is  no  accidental  evil 

rioua  fanatical  factions.  Some  pretenders  even  its  effect  been  trusted  to  the  usual  fiaiky  of  M» 

to  the  crown ;  and  those  who  did  not  pretend  ture ;  the  distemper  has  been  inoculated.   Tin 

to  the  whole,  aimed  at  the  partition  of  the  author  is  sensiUe  of  it,  and  we  lament  it  !»»' 

monarchy.     There  were  ahnost  as  many  oouh  gether.    This  distemper  is  alone  snAdcntIt 

petitors  as  provinces ;  and  all  abeUed  by  the  take  away  considerably  fixxn  the  benefits  of  ov 

greatest,  the  most  ambitious,  and  most  enter-  constitution  and  situation,  and  perhapa  to  rsn> 

prising  power  in  Europe.    No  place  safe  from  der  their  continuance  precarious.  If  llieoeeffl 

treason ;  no,  not  the  bosoms  on  which  the  most  dispositions  should  spread  much  farther,  fhl[f 

amiable  prince  that  ever  lived  reposed  his  must  end  in  our  destruction ;  for  nothing  ctfi 

head ;  not  his  mistresses ;  not  even  his  queen,  save  a  people  destitute  of  public  and  pntali 

As  to  the  finances,  they  had  scarce  an  exie-  faith.    However,  the  author,  for  the  jpnmt/i 

tenre,  but  as  a  matter  of  plunder  to  the  mann-  state  of  things,  has  extended  the  cfaafjge  If 

gers,  and  of  grants  to  insatiable  and  ungratelhl  much  too  widely ;  as  men  are  but  too  9fiM 

courtiers.  take  the  measure  of  all  mankind  from  tbev  esni 

How  can  our  author  have  the  heart  to  describe  particular  acquaintance.    Barren  as  thia  agl 

this  as  any  sort  of  parallel  to  our  situation?  may  be  in  the  growth  of  honour  and  virtue,  Ow 

To  be  sure,  an  April  shower  has  some  resem-  coimtry  does  not  want,  at  this  moment,  at 
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MNBg,  and  those  not  a  few  ezaraplot,  as  were 
OTV  faMWB,  of  an  unahaken  adherence  to  prin- 
c^by  aiid  attachment  to  oonpectioo,  against 
"lurament  of  interest.    Those  examples 
femiabad  by  the  great  alone ;  nor  by 
how  aetiTi^  in  p(d)lic  aflairs  may  ren- 
te it  aaspected  that  they  make  such  a  charao- 
IV  aaa  of  the  roonds  in  their  ladder  of  ambi- 
lin;  hat  by  men  more  qaiet,  and  more  in  the 
Asia,  OB  iriiom  an  unmixed  sense  of  honour 
■kM  QDold  opei^te.    Such  examples  indeed 
Ma  Ml  fmiilied  in  great  abundance  among 
4am  who  aro  the  siAjectBof  the  author's  pane- 
SBe.  Ha  MKist  look  for  them  in  another  camp. 
Bii^eaDi|ilains  of  the  ill  effects  of  a  divided 
■ri  halvofeoeouB  administration,  is  not  justi- 
iiUs  m  laboaring  to  render  odious  in  the  eyes 
tf  Aa  pafaUc  those  men,  whose  principles. 
of  policy,  and  whose  peracmal 
alone  administer  a  remedy  to 
•vil  of  the  age ;  neither  is  he  con- 
NMaH  arkfa  himBelf,  in  constantly  extolling 
iosi  whom  he  knows  to  be  the  authors  of  the 
my  ■isehief of  which  he  complains,  and  which 
As  vhola  aatioo  feels  so  deeply. 

Iht  penoni  who  are  the  objects  of  his  dis- 
fts  jui  eoaplaiBt  are  many  of  them  of  the  6rst 
,  and  weightiest  properties,  in  the 
;  fanA  infinttdly  more  distinguished  for 
~  honour  public  and  private,  and 
bat  sober  attachment  to  the  con- 
of  thatr  country,  than  (hey  can  be  by 
any  station.  If  they  are  the 
of  aay  one  great  man  rather  than 
',  it  is  not  that  they  make  his  aggran- 
dw  end  of  their  tmion ;  or  because 
6>jkBow  hiak  to  be  the  most  actire  in  cabal- 
bif  for  Ilia  eeoDectioos  the  largest  and  spee- 
AhI  sanhMMiits.  It  is  because  they  know  him, 
kf  panaaal  eiperience,  to  have  wise  and  en- 
of  die  public  good,  and  an  invinci- 
in  adhering  to  it ;  because  they 
,  by  the  whole  tenour  of  his  ac- 
Aat  he  wiB  never  negotiate  away  their 
own:  and  that,  in  or  out  of 
of  aituation  will  make  no  alte- 
■  Ua  eooduct.  This  will  give  to  such 
■  anch  a  body,  an  authority  and  re- 
fjkaX  BO  minister  ever  enjoyed  among  his 
,  in  the  highest  plenitude  of 
as  servility  never  can  give, 
never  can  receive  or  relish. 
body  wfll  often  be  reproached  by  their 
I,  fiirwaat  of  ability  in  theirpolitical 
;  they  will  be  ridiculed  for  missing 
fcisoarableoonjanctures,  and  not  pro6ting 
brilliant  opportunities  of  fortune ;  but 
be  contented  to  endure  that  refntwch ; 


for  they  cannot  acquire  the  reputation  1/  thai 
kind  of  ability  without  k)sing  all  the  other  re- 
putation they  possess. 

They  will  be  charged  too  with  a  dangerous 
spirit  of  exclusion  and  proscription,  for  being 
unwilling  to  mix  in  schemes  of  administration, 
which  have  no  bond  of  union,  or  principle  of 
confidence.  That  charge  too  they  must  suffer 
with  patience.  If  the  reason  of  the  thing  had 
not  spoken  loudly  enough,  the  miserable  exam- 
ines of  the  several  admiuistrations  constructed 
upon  the  idea  of  systematic  discord  would  be 
enough  to  frighten  them  from  such  monstrous 
and  ruinous  conjunctions.  It  is  however  fiilse, 
that  the  idea  of  an  united  administration  car^ 
ries  with  it  that  of  a  proscription  of  any  other 
party.  It  does  indeed  imply  the  necessity  cit 
having  the  great  strong  holds  of  goverxunent  in 
well-united  hands,  in  order  to  secure  the  pre- 
dominance of  ri^t  and  uniform  principles ;  of 
having  the  capital  offices  of  ddiberation  and 
execution  of  those  who  can  deliberate  with 
mutual  confidence,  and  who  will  execute  what 
is  resolved  with  firmness  and  fidelity.  If  this 
SjTstem  cannot  be  rigorously  adhered  to  in  prac- 
tice (and  what  system  can  be  so?)  it  ought  to 
bo  the  constant  aim  of  good  men  to  approach  as 
nearly  to  it  as  possible.  No  system  oif  that  kind 
can  be  formed,  which  will  not  leave  room  fiiUy 
sufficient  for  healing  coaliticms :  but  no  coali- 
ti<»i,  which,  under  the  specious  name  of  inde- 
pendency, carries  in  its  bosom  the  unreconciled 
principles  of  the  original  discord  of  parties, 
ever  was,  or  will  bo,  an  healing  coalition.  Nor 
will  the  mind  of  our  Sovereign  over  know  re- 
pose, his  kingdom  settlement,  or  his  business 
order,  efficiency,  or  grace  with  his  people,  imtil 
things  are  estaJblished  upon  the  basis  of  some 
set  of  moo,  who  are  trusted  by  the  public,  and 
who  can  trust  one  anotlier. 

This  comes  rather  nearer  to  the  mark  than 
the  author*s  description  of  a  proper  administra- 
tion, under  the  name  of  men  9f  tMUfy  and  vtr- 
tet,  which  conveys  no  definite  idea  at  all ;  nor 
does  it  apply  specifically  to  our  grand  national 
distemper.  All  parties  protend  to  these  quali- 
ties. The  present  ministry,  no  fiivoorites  of 
the  author,  will  be  ready  enough  to  declare 
tliemselves  persons  of  virtue  and  ability ;  and 
if  they  choose  a  vote  for  that  purpose,  perhaps 
it  wouU  not  be  quite  impossible  for  them  to 
procure  it.  But,  if  the  disease  be  this  distrust 
and  disconnection,  it  is  easy  to  know  who  are 
sound,  and  who  are  tainted ;  who  are  fit  to  re- 
store us  to  health,  who  to  continue,  and  to 
spread  the  contagion.  The  present  ministry 
being  made  up  of  draughts  from  all  parties  ik 
the  kingdom,  if  they  shouM  profess  any 
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lence  to  the  connections  they  haye  left,  they  ciples  of  public  morality  find  a  Mt  of 

must  convict  themselvei  of  the  blackest  treacb-  in  office  ready  made  for  them,  whtcli  tfiiy 

ery.   They  therefore  choose  rather  to  renounce  assume  as  naturally  and  inevitahly,  as  any  ■ 

the  principle  icself,  and  to  brand  it  with  the  the  insignia  or  instruments  of  thesitnatic.  A 

name  of  pride  and  faction.    This  test  with  cer-     certain  tone  of  the  solid  and  practical  is  ' 

tainty  discriminates  the  opinions  of  men.  The  diately  acquired.    Every  former  praC 

other  is  a  description  vague  and  unsatisfactory,  public  spirit  is  to  be  considered  as  a 

As  to  the  unfortunate  gentlemen  who  may  at  of  youth,  or,  at  best,  as  a  visionary  m 

any  time  compose  that  system,  which,  under  unattainable  perfection.    The  rerf 

the  plausible  tide  of  an  adiministratiMi,  subsists  consistency  is  exploded.    The  ooavei 

but  for  the  establishment  of  weakness  and  coo-  the  business  of  the  day  is  to  furnish  die 

fusion ;  they  fall  into  different  classes,  with  di&  pie  ibr  doing  it.    Then  the  whole  minisleriri 

ferent  merits.    I  think  the  situation  of  some  cant  is  quidkly  got  by  heart.    The  prevakm 

people  in  that  state  may  deserve  a  certain  de-  of  faction  is  to  be  lamented.    AH  oppositkaii 

gree  of  compassion ;  at  the  same  time  that  they  to  be  regarded  as  the  effect  of  envy  and  tinf* 

furni^  an  example,  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  pointed  ambition.    All  administratioBa  wn  i^ 

by  being  a  severe  one,  will  have  its  effect,  at  clared  to  be  alike.    The  same  uricnHity^Blh 

least,  on  the  growing  generation ;  if  an  original  fies  all  their  measures.  It  is  no  longer  a  wtOm 

seduction,  on  plausible  but  hoUow  pretences,  of  discussion,  who  or  what  adminialntiaa  ■; 

into  loss  of  honour,  friendship,  consistency,  but  that  administration  is  to  be  si^ipartad,  iia 

security,  and  repose,  can  fumi^  it.    It  is  pos-  general  maxim.    Flattering  themsaifeB  Art 

sible  to  draw,  even  from  the  very  prosperity  of  their  power  is  become  necessary  to  the  nVf^ 

ambition,  examjdes  of  terrour,  and  motives  to  of  all  order  and  government;  every  thh^aufc 

compassion.  tends  to  the  sui^xnI  of  that  power  is  i 

I  believe  the  instances  are  exceedin^y  rare  and  becomes  a  part  of  the  public  inlere 

of  men  immediately   passing  over  a   clear  *     Growing  every  day  more  fbmied  to 

marked  line  of  virtue  into  declared  vice  and  and  better  knit  in  their  limbs,  vrhaa  the 

corruption.    There  are  a  sort  of  middle  tints  sion  (now  the  <mly  rule)  requirea  it,  diay  W 

and  shades  between  the  two  extremes ;  there  come  capable  of  sacrificing  dioae  very  pcnoM 

is  something  uncertain  on  the  confines  of  the  towhom  they  had  before  sacrificed  diairoripMi 

two  empires  which  they  first  pass  through,  and  friends.    It  is  now  only  in  the  ordiaaiy  eiMBi 

which  renders  the  chuige  easy  and  impercep-  of  busine<)s  to  alter  an  opinion,  or  to  balny  a 

tible.   There  are  even  a  sort  of  splendid  impo-  connection.    Frequently  relinquiahtqg  MS  sit 

sitions  so  well  contrived,  that,  at  the  very  time  of  men  and  adopting  another,  thej  grow  oMsa 

the  path  of  rectitude  is  quitted  for  ever,  men  total  indifference  to  human  feeling,  u  dMyM 

seem  to  be  advancing  into  some  higher  and  before  to  moral  obligation ;  until,  at  IsDglh,  m 

nobler  road  of  public  ODoduct    Not  that  such  one  original  impression  remaioa  iqam  thsir 

impositions  are  strong  enough  in  themselves  ,  minds ;  every  principle  is  obliterated;  wmrf 

but  a  powerful  interest,  often  concealed  fitxn  sentiment  effiiced. 

those  whom  it  affects,  works  at  the  bottom,  and  In  the  mean  time,  that  power,  ivUehll 

secures  the  operation.  Men  are  thus  debauched  these  changes  aimed  at  securing,  lemaim  stiD 

away  fitMn  those  legitimate  connections,  which  as  tottering  and  as  uncertain  as  ever.    TVf 

they  had  formed  on  a  judgment,  early  perhaps  are  delivered  up  into  the  hands  of  &aem  lAi 

but  sufficiently  mature,  and  wholly  unbiassed,  feel  neither  respect  for  their  penona,  Mr  gnl^ 

They  do  not  quit  them  upon  any  ground  of  tude  for  their  favours ;  who  are  put  aboit  tkM 

complaint,  for  grounds  of  just  complaint  may  in  appearance  to  serve,  in  rMlity  to  gsfin 

exist,  but  upon  the  flattering  and  most  dange-  them ;  and,  when  the  signal  is  given,  toihM* 

reus  of  all  principles,  that  of  mending  what  is  don  and  destroy  them  in  order  to  aet  op  soas 

well.    Gradually  they  are  habituated  to  other  newer  dupe  of  ambition,  who  in  hie  tm  it  Is 

company;  and  a  change  in  their  habitudes  soon  be  abandoned  and  destroyed.    Thai  UvBg  li 

makes  a  way  for  a  change  in  their  opinions,  a  sute  of  continual  uneasineas  and  fcnssiti 

Certain  persons  are  nokmger  so  very  frightfid,  softened  only  by  the  miserable  eonnlalkBflf 

when  they  come  to  be  known  and  to  be  service-  giving  now  and  then  prefermenta  to  thoaa  fa 

able.    As  to  their  old  firiends,  the  transition  is  whom  they  have  no  imlue ;  they  an  yattfff 

easy ;  from  fi-iendship  to  civility ;  from  civility  in  their  situation,  yet  find  it  impoMibIa  lo  f^ 

Co  enmity :  few  are  the  steps  from  dereliction  sign.    Until,  at  lengdi,  soured  in  tee^tar,  mi 

to  persecution.  disappointed  by  the  very  attaimnent  of  iWr 

People  not  very  well  grounded  in  the  prin-  ends,  in  some  angry,  in  some  haughty,  or  soni 
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moment,  thej  incur  tho  displeasure  disposed  to  yirtue;  and  the  people  at  large 

«r  Ikoseiqioo  whom  they  have  rwodered  th^ir  want  neither  generosity  nor  spirit.    No  small 

my  being  dependent.  Then  perknmi  Umpora  part  of  that  very  lujmry,  which  is  so  much  the 

kqfi  Sffviitt  ;  they  are  cast  off  with  scorn ;  they  subject  of  the  author's  dedamation,  but  which, 

m  tanad  out,  emptied  of  all  natural  charao  in  most  parts  of  life,  by  being  well  balanced 

tar,  of  all  intrinsic  worth,  of  all  essential  dig-  and  difiused,  is  only  decency  and  convenience, 

■hTf  sod  deprived  of  every  consolation  of  friend-  has  perhaps  as  many,  or  more,  good  t&n  evil 

risf.    Having  rendered   all   retreat  to   old  consequences  attending  it.   It  certainly  excites 

priKiples  ridiculous,  and  to  old  regards  imprao-  industry,  nourishes  emulation,    and  inspires 

ticaUa,  not  being  able  to  counterfeit  pleasure,  some  sense  of  personal  value  into  all  ranks  of 

rr  to  discharge  discontent,  nothing  being  sin-  people.    YiThat  we  want  is  to  establish  more 

CVS,  or  right,  or  balanced  in  their  minds,  it  is  fiiUy  an  opinion  of  unifimnity,  and  consistency 

than  a  diance,  that,  in  the  delirium  of  of  diaracter,  in  the  leading  men  of  the  state ; 

stage  of  their  distempered  power,  they  such  as  will  restore  some  confidence  to  profes- 

isaae  political  testament,  by  which  sion  and  appearance,  such  as  will  fix  subordi- 

Asy  dvow  all  their  remaining  wei^t  and  con-  nation  upon  esteem.  Without  this,  all  schemes 

MfBMee  into  the  scale  of  their  declared  ene-  are  begun  at  the  wrong  end.    All  who  join  in 

■ifs,  and  the  avowed  authors  of  their  destruo-  them  are  liable  to  their  consequences.  AUmen 

tin.    Thus  they  finii^  their  course.    Had  it  who,  under  whatever  pretext,  take  apart  in  the 

km  ponsibia  that  the  whole,  or  even  a  great  formation  or  the  support  of  systems  constructed 

put  of  these  effects  on  their  minds,  I  say  in  such  a  manner  as  must,  in  their  nature,  dis- 

■Aiig  «f  the  effea  iqx»  their  fortunes,  could  able  them  from  the  execution  of  their  duty,  have 

havs  appeared  to  them  in  their  first  departure  made  themselves  guilty  of  all  the  present  dis- 

ioBlhs  ri^t  line,  it  is  certain  they  would  tractiQn,and  of  the  future  ruin,  which  they  may 

Ina  rejacted  every  temptation  with  horrour.  bring  upon  their  country. 

1W  pr^dple  of  these  remarks,  like  every  good  It  is  a  serious  affair,  this  studied  disunion 

|iMCJ|ile  in  morality,  is  trite ;  but  its  fi^uent  in  government.    In  cases  where  union  is  most 

i||fiatioB  i*  not  iito  less  necessary.  consulted  in  the  constitution  of  a  ministry,  and 

Aa  to  others,  who  are  plain  practical  men,  where  persons  are  best  disposed  to  promote  it, 

iij  Iwra  been  guiltless  at  all  times  of  all  pub-  differences,  from  the  various  ideas  of  men,  will 

bpniBoee.    Neither  the  author  nor  any  one  arise ;  and,  from  their  passions,  will  oAen  fer- 

ibk  has  reason  to  be  angry  with  them.    They  ment  into  violent  heats,  so  as  greatly  to  disorder 

Wlnasnd  to  his  fiiend  for  their  interest ;  for  all  public  business.    What  must  be  the  cons^ 


they  quitted  him;  and  when  it  is  quence,  when  the  very  distemper  is  made  the 

t,  be  may  depend  upon  it,  they  will  basis  of  the  constitution ;  and  the  original  weak- 

I  to  their  former  connection.  Such  people  ness  of  human  nature  is  still  forther  enfeebled 

at  all  times,  and,  though  the  nuisance  by  art  and  contrivance  ?  It  must  subvert  govem- 

flf  ^  aie  at  oo  time  a  worthy  subject  of  dis-  ment  from  the  very  foundation.    It  turns  our 

smMS.    It  ia  false  virtue  and  plausible  errour  puUic   councils  into   the  most  mischievous 

AiMt  da  the  mischief.  cabals ;  where  the  consideration  is,  not  how 

If  men  eome  to  government  with  right  dis-  the  nation's  business  shall  be  carried  on,  but 

tbey   have   not   that  unfavourable  how  those  who  ought  to  carry  it  on  shall  cir- 

liidi  this  author  represents  to  work  cumventeach  other.    In  such  a  state  of  things. 

Cor  ciicamstances  are  indeed  critical ;  no  order,  uniformity,  dignity,  or  effect,  can 

bkdMn  they  are  the  critical  circumstances  oT  appear  in  our  proceedings  either  at  home  or 

;  and  mighty  nation.    If  corruption  and  at^oad.    Nor  will  it  make  much  difference, 

m  are  greatly  spread,  they  are  not  whether  some  of  the  constituent  parts  of  such 

livet sally.     Many  public  men  are  an  administration  are  men  of  virtue  or  ability, 

lanunplesofpublic  spirit  and  integrity,  or  not;  supposing  it  possible  that  such  men, 

i  parties,  as  far  as  large  bodies  can  be  with  their  eyes  open,  should  choose  to  make  a 

a,  have  preserved  character.    However  part  in  such  a  body. 

Asj  may  be  deceived  in  some  particulars,  I  The  effects  of  sill  htnnan  contrivances  are  in 

\aam  id  mwdtct  men  among  us,  which  does  the  hand  of  Providence.    I  do  not  like  to  an- 

Hl  conlaia  peiaans,  on  whom  the  nation,  in  a  swer,  as  our  author  so  readily  does,  for  the 

Mbirit  exigenoe,  may  well  value  itself.    Pri-  event  of  any  speculation.    But  sure  the  nature 

vnto  lift,  vrhich  is  the  nursery  of  the  common-  of  our  disorders,  if  any  thing,  must  indicate  the 

is  yet  in  general  pure,  and  on  the  whole  proper  remedy.    Men  who  act  steadily  on  the 
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priaeiplM  I  have  stated  may  in  all  erento  be  be  prolific,  and  draw  olien  to  an 

very  eenriceable  to  their  ootrntry ;  in  one  case,  Vera  ghria  radiea  agitf  akpie 
by  furnishing  (if  their  Sovereign  should  be  so         I  do  not  think  myself  of  oonseqiiieooe  enoofb 

advised)  an  administration  formed  upon  ideas  to  imitate  my  author,  in  troubling  the  toU 

very  different  bouk  those  which  have  for  some  with  the  prayers  or  wishes  I  may  form  for  ifan 

time  been  unfortunately  foshionable.    But,  if  public:  full  as  Utile  am  I  disposed  to  imitalv 

this  should  not  be  the  case,  they  may  be  still  his  profoasions ;   those  professiooa  are   loog 

serviceable ;  for  the  example  of  a  large  body  of  since  worn  out  in  the  political  service.    If  tht 

men,  ataadily  sacrificing  ambition  to  principle,  work  will  not  speak  for  the  author,  his  ona 

can  never  be  without  use.    It  will  certainly  declarations  deserve  but  little  crediL 
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So  much  misplaced  industry  has  been  used  Average  of  net  produce  of  du^  oi« 

by  the  author  of  The  State  of  the  Nation,  as  hides,  8  years,  ending  1767,    -      £.18B,Slf 

well  as  by  other  writers,  to  infuse  discontent  Ditto  8  years,  ending  17M,    -    -    -    16^100 

into  the  peo(de,  on  account  of  the  late  war,  and  i 

of  the  effects  of  our  national  debt ;  that  nothing  Average  increase,  £.tl;0lf 

ought  to  be  omitted  which  may  tend  to  disabuse  — -^— 

the  public  upon  these  subjects.    When  I  had  This  increase  has  not  arisen  from  any  addi- 

gonethroughthe  foregoing  sheets,  I  recollected,  tional  duties. .  None  have  been  imposed  on 

that,  in  pages  68,  69,  60, 1  only  gave  the  com-  these  articles  during  the  war.    NoCwithstaod 

paralive  states  of  the  duties  collected  by  the  ing  the  burthens  of  the  war,  and  the  late  dear* 

excise  at  large ;  together  with  the  quantities  ness  of  provisions,  the  consumption  of  aA  tfaeaa 

of  strong  beer  brewed  in  the  two  periods  which  articles  has  increased,  and  the  revenue  along 

are  there  compared.    It  might  be  still  thought,  with  it.                                                         * 

that  some  other  articles  of  popular  consump-  There  is  another  point  in  The  State  of  tba 

tion,  of  general  c(mvenience,  and  connected  Nation,  to  which,  I  fear,  I  have  not  been  m 

with  our  manufactures,  might  possibly  have  full  in  my  answer  as  I  ought  to  have  been,  and 

declined.    I  therefore  now  think  it  ri^t  to  lay  as  I  am  well  warranted  to  be.    The  autiiar 

before  the  reader  the  state  of  the  produce  of  has  endeavoured  to  throw  a  suspicion,  or  soa^ 

three  capital  duties  on  such  articles ;  duties  thing  more,  on  that  salutary,  anid  indeed  neoea- 

which  have  frequently  been  made  the  subject  sary  measure  of  opening  the  ports  in  Jamakt. 

>f  popular  complaint.    The  du^  on  candles ;  "  Orders  were  given/''*'  says  he,  <*  in  Aiigmif 

that  on  soap,  paper,  &c. ;  and  that  on  hides.  1766,  for  the  free  admission  of  Spanidi  veateli 

A^, ^  ^^» 1       _*j  *  into  all  the  cokmies."    He  then  observes,  that 

«jp,*c.fore,ghtye.™.«du,g  th<«^64;  and  that  the  eipo.;.«fth.  «. 

Are^'.  rf  d"i«;  «;  .lgh"«  y"«.^.  '^fr-  ""j  '*"r*^  f  ^^^  ^^ 

•^lin-iTJU                                      tumttA  »bout  eighty  pounds ;  from  whence  ho  wiaab 

"*^8  "**» ^>"^  infem,  that  thi^line  of  exporta  being  S 

Averase  increase   £JS6  788  ^^  reUaaiicn  of  the  laws  of  trade,  there  ii  • 

^^^              *         *  just  ground  of  suspicion,  that  the  colonies  have 

iiverago  of  net  produce  of  duty  on  ^*"  V^f"^  ^^  ^«'«^°  commodities  instead 

candles  for  Syears,  ending  1767,    £.165,789  """'""• 

Average  ditto  for  eigfat  yeS,  endl            '  ^^^  ^,!^^  ^^  5»f »  ^  ^  ^ 

ingl764,    .---..-        196,716  «  *  f*ct  whidi  is  absolutely  false ;  and  whic^ 

^*         '                                              '  being  so,  renders  his  whole  hypotliesis  abanri 

Average  increase,  £.19,07S  "<li«P<«iW«-    He  asserts,  that  the  orfer  ftl 

^— ^  ♦  His  note,  p.  33. 
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•doutUng  Spanish  vessels  was  given  in  Au'  from  the  af^arance  of  things  in  a  bingle  yeat, 

gudf  1766.    That  order  was  not  ngned  at  the  I  should  from  this  increase  of  export  infer  the 

tMMiy  boeard  until  the  I5th  (hy  qf  the  Navem-  beneficial  effects  of  that  measure.    In  truth,  it 

br following ;  and  therefore  so  far  from  affect-  is  not  wanting.   Nothing  but  the  thickest  igno* 

iag  the  exports  of  the  year  1765,  that,  suppo-  ranee  of  the  Jamaica  trade  could  have  made 

nng  all  possible  diligence  in  the  commissioners  any  one  entertain  a  fancy,  that  the  least  ill 

of  *he  customs  in  expediting  that  order,  and  effect  on  our  c<nnmerce  t»>ukl  follow  from  this 

•very  aidvantage  of  vessels  ready  to  sail,  and  opening  of  the  porta.    But,  if  the  author  argues 

dM  most  iavourable  wind,  it  would  hardly  even  the  effect  of  regulations  in  the  American  trade 

irrive  in  Jamaica  within  the  limits  of  that  year,  fi'om  the  export  of  the  year  in  which  they  are 

This  oftler  could  therefore  by  no  possibility  made,  or  even  of  the  following ;  why  did  he 
bo  a  cause  of  the  decrease  of  exports  in  1765.  not  apply  this  rule  to  his  own  ?  He  had  tho 
If  it  had  any  mischievous  operation,  it  could  same  paper  before  him  which  I  have  now  before 
Mt  be  before  1766.  In  that  year,  according  to  me.  He  must  have  seen  that  in  his  standard 
oar  author^  the  exports  fell  short  of  the  prece-  year,  (the  year  1764,)  the  principal  year  of  his 
din;,  just  eighfy  pounds.  He  is  welcome  to  new  regulations,  the  export  fell  no  less  than 
that  diminution ;  and  to  all  the  consequences  ^.128,450  short  of  that  in  1763!  Did  the  ex- 
ile can  draw  from  it.  port  trade  revive  by  these  regulations  in  1765, 

But,  as  an  auxiliary'  to  account  for  this  dread-  during  which  year  they  continued  in  their  full 
U  Ices,  he  brings  in  the  Free-port  act,  whidi  force  ?  It  fell  about  £.40,000  still  lower.  Here 
Im  observes  (for  his  convenience)  to  have  been  is  a  &11  of  £.168,000;  to  account  for  which| 
Mde  in  spring,  1766 ;  but  (for  his  convenience  would  have  become  the  author  much  better  than 
Ekewiae)  he  forgets,  that,  by  the  express  pro-  piddling  for  an  £.80  fall  in  the  year  1766  (the 
TinoQ  of  the  act,  the  regulation  was  not  to  be  only  year  in  which  the  order  he  objects  to  could 
ii  force  in  Jamaica  until  the  November  fol-  operate,)  or  in  presuming  a  fall  of  exports  from 
lowing.  Miraculous  must  be  the  activity  of  a  regulation  which  took  place  only  in  Novem- 
Ait  contraband  whose  operation  in  America  ber  1766;  whose  effects  could  not  appear  until 
eoiU,  before  the  end  of  that  year,  have  re-acted  the  following  year ;  and  which,  when  they  do 
ipoa  England,  and  checked  the  exportation  appear,  utterly  overthrow  all  his  flimsy  reasons 
kan  hence !  unless  he  chooses  to  suppose,  that  and  affected  suspicions  upon  the  effect  of  open- 
die  merchants,  at  whose  solicitation  this  act  ing  the  ports. 

hid  been  obtained,  were  so  frighted  at  the  ac-  This  author,  in  the  same  paragraph,  says, 

eonpUahment  of  their  own  most  earnest  and  that  "  it  was  asserted  by  the  American  facton 

ftnioas  desire,  that,  before  any  good  or  evil  andagenttf  that  the  commanders  of  our  ships 

itttct  fipom  it  coukl  happen,  they  immediately  of  war  and  tenders,  having  custom-house  coro- 

ptt  a  stop  to  all  further  exportation.  missions,  and  the  strict  orders  given  in  1764 

It  is  obvious  that  we  must  look  for  the  true  for  a  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  trade  in  the 

Act  of  that  act  at  the  time  of  its  first  possible  colonies,  had  deterred  the  Spaniards  from  tra- 

opermtioa,  that  is,  in  the  year  1767.    On  this  ding  widi  us ;  that  the  sale  oif  British  manufac- 

Uea  how  stands  the  account?  tures  in  the  West  Indies  had  been  greatly  les- 
sened, and  the  receipt  of  large  sums  of  specie 

1764,  Exports  to  Jamaica,     -      £.456,588  prevented." 

1766,  .....----    415,624  I(  tho  American  fadar$  and  agents  sascrted 
1166,     -     ------     --  415,544  this,  they  had  good  ground  for  their  assertion. 

1767,  (first  year  of  the  Free-port  act)  467,681  They  knew  that  tho  Spanish  vessels  had  been 

driven  from  our  ports.    The  author  does  not 

Hot  anlhor,  for  the  sake  of  a  present  roomen-  positively  deny  the  fact    If  he  should,  it  will 

luy  credit,  will  hazard  any  future  and  perma-  be  prov«l.    When  the  factors  connected  this 

■est  disgrace.     At  the  time  he  wrote,  the  measure  and  its  natural  consequences,  with  an 

•eeonnt  Sc  1767  could  not  be  made  up.    This  actual  fall  in  the  exports  to  Jamaica,  to  no  less 

wtstbe  very  first  year  of  the  trial  of  the  Free-  an  amount  than  £.128,450  in  one  year,  and 

port  act ;  and  we  find  that  the  sale  of  British  with  a  fiirther  fall  in  the  next,  is  their  assertion 

?oaiBMklities  is  so  far  from  lessened  by  that  act,  very  wonderful  ?    The  autlKM"  himself  is  full  as 

Alt  tbs  export  of  1767  amounts  to  £.52,000  much  alarmed  by  a  fall  of  only  £.40,000;  for, 

■ore  than  that  of  either  of  the  two  preceding  giving  him  the  &cts  which  he  chooses  to  coin, 

fears,  and  is  £.11,000  above  that  of  his  stan-  it  is  no  more.    The  expulsion  of  the  Spanish 

dvd  ystf  1761.    If  I  could  prevail  on  myself  to  vessels  must  certainly  have  been  one  causa,  if 

•rfoe  ID  &TOur  of  a  great  commercial  scheme  not  of  the  first  declension  of  the  exportsi  ys* 

I 
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of  their  oootinuance  in  their  reduced  state,  momeiit  he  cboaees  it,  he  AaXL  see  the  f  er^ 

Other  causes   had  their  operation,  withoiK  same  thin^  asserted  bjr  goremon  of  provineesy 

doubt.    In  what  degree  each  cause  produced  bycomminderi  of  men  of  war,  and  by  oficcrs 

its  effect,  it  is  hard  to  detennioe.    But  the  &ct  of  the  customs ;  persoos  the  mo«  boiad  in 

of  a  &1I  of  exports  upon  the  restraining  plan,  and  doty  to  prereot  coatraband,  and  the 

of  a  rise  upon  the  taking  place  of  the  enlarging  rested  in  the  seizures  to  be  made 

|dan,  is  established  beyond  aU  oootradictioo.  qnence  of  strict  regulatkm.    I 

This  author  eays,  that  the  fiusts  rdative  to  fer  the  present ;  widung  that  the  author  may 

the  Spanish  trade  were  asserted  by  Anuriean  not  drive  me  to  a  more  full  dismwrinn  of  this 

fmetpn  and  agents;  insinuating,  that  the  minis-  matter  than  it  may  be  altogether  pradcaC  t* 

try  of  1766  had  no  better  antbority  fix-  their  eater  into.    I  wish  he  had  not  made  any  of 

plan  of  enlargeoMiit  than  such  amerticns.  The  these  djacmriom  uecemafy. 
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THOUGHTS 

ON  THE  CAUSE  OF  THE  PRESENT  DISCONTENTa 


Boe  Tttro  occultum,  intastinum,  domesticum  malum,  non  modo  non  ezistit,  wmvm  ettea  opBrimil 

antiquam  perapicere  atque  exploraro  puiueria.^Cio 

1770. 


It  w  an  undertaking  of  some  degree  of  deli-  not  primarily  nilod  by  Uf«B ;  leaa  by  nolflno* 

eacy  to  examine  into  the  cause  of  public  dis-  Whatever  original  eoergy  may  be  supposed 

orden.    If  a  man  happens  not  to  succeed  in  either  in  force  or  regulataoo,  the  operatioa  of 

mch  an  inquiry,  he  will  be  thought  weak  and  both  is,  in  truth,  merely  instnimental.  Natkoi 

visionary ;  if  he  touches  the  true  grievance,  are  governed  by  the  same  methods,  and  oo  the 

ib^re  is  a  danger  that  he  may  come  near  to  same  principles,  by  which  an  individual  with- 

persons  of  weight  and  consequence,  who  will  out  authority  is  often  able  to  govern  those  who 

rather  be  exasperated  at  the  discovery  of  their  are  his  equals  or  his  superiours ;  by  a  know- 

errours,  than  thankful  for  the  occasion  of  cop-  ledge  of  their  temper,  anid  by  a  judicious  ma- 

recting  them.  If  he  shouH  be  obliged  to  blame  nagement  of  it;  I  mean,— when  public  afiairs 

the  favourites  of  the  people,  he  will  be  consi-  are  steadily  and  quietly  conducted ;  and  when 

dered  as  the  tool  of  power ;  if  he  censures  those  government  is  nothing  but  a  onotinued  scuffle 

in  power,  he  will  be  looked  on  as  an  instrument  between  the  magistrate  and  the  multitude ;  in 

of  ftction.    But  in  all  exertions  of  duty  some-  which  sometimes  the  one  and  sometimes  the 

thing  is  to  be  hazarded.    In  cases  of  tumult  other  is  uppermost;  in  which  they  alternately 

and  disorder,  our  law  has  invested  every  man,  yiekl  and  prevail,  in  a  series  of  contemptible 

in  some  sort,  with  the  authority  of  a  magis-  victories,  and  scandalous  submissions.     The 

trate.    When  the  affairs  of  the  nation  are  die-  temper  of  the  people  among  whom  he  pre- 

tractedt  private  people  are,  by  the  spirit  of  that  sides  ou^t  therefore  to  be  the  first  study  of  a 

bw,  justified  in  stepping  a  little  out  of  their  statesman.    And  the  knowledge  of  this  temper 

oniinary  sphere.    They  enjoy  a  privilege,  of  it  is  by  no  means  imposaiUe  .for  him  to  attain, 

somewhat  more  dignity  and  effect,  than  that  if  he  has  not  an  interest  in  being  ignorant  ot 

of  idle  lamentation  over  the  calamities  of  their  what  it  is  his  duty  to  learn, 
eoontry.    They  may  look  into  them  narrowly ;        To  complain  of  the  age  we  Kve  in,  to  mui^ 

they  may  reason  upon  them  liberally ;  and  if  mur  at  the  present  possessors  of  power,  to 

they  sboukl  be  so  fortunate  as  to  discover  the  lament  the  past,  to  conceive  extravagant  hopes 

Irae  source  of  the  mischief,  and  to  suggest  any  of  the  future,  are  the  common  dispositions  of 

probable  method  of  removing  it,  though  they  the  greatest  part  of  mankind;    indeed   the 

nay  displease  the  rulers  for  the  day,  they  are  necessary  effects  of  the  ignorance  and  levity 

esrtainly  of  service  to  the  cause  of  government  of  the  vulgar.    Such  complaints  and  humours 

Government  is  deeply  interested  in  every  thing  have  existed  in  all  times ;  yet  as  all  times  have 

whidi,  ewea  through  the  medium  of  some  tem-  not  been  alike,  true  political  sagacity  manifests 

porary  uneasiness,  may  tend  finally  to  compose  itself,  in  distinguishing  that  complaint  which 

die  minds  of  the  subject,  and  to  conciliate  iheir  only  characterizes  the  general  infirmity  of  hu- 

aflbctioos.    I  have  nothing  to  do  here  with  the  man  nature,  from  those  which  are  symptoms 

abstract  ralue  of  the  voice  of  the  people.    But  of  the  particular  distemperature  of  our  own  air 

u  long  as  reputation,  the  most  precious  poe-  and  season. 

session  of  every  individual,  and  as  long  as        Nobody,  I  believe,  will  consider  it  merely  as 

opinion,  the  great  support  of  the  state,  depend  the  language  of  spleen  or  disappointment,  if  I 

entirely  upon  that  voice,  it  can  never  be  con-  say,  that  there  is  something  particularly  alarm- 

sidered  as  a  thing  of  little  coDsequenoe  either  ing  in  the  present  coiguncture.  There  is  haxdlr 

lo  indtfiduab  or  to  governments.  Nations  ara  a  roan,  in  or  out  ofpower,  who  holds  any  other 
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language.  Thai  government  is  at  once  dreaded     have,  in  their  opinion,  been  able  to  product 
and  contemned  ;  that  the  laws  are  despoiled  of     this  unnatural  ferment  in  the  nation, 
all  their  respected  and  salutary  terrours ;  that        Nothing  indeed  can  bo  more  unnatural  than 

their  inaction  u  a  subject  of  ridicide,  and  their  the  present  convulsioos  of  this  country,  if  the 

exertion  of  abhorrence ;  that  rank,  and  office,  above  account  be  a  true  one.    I  confess  I  shall 

and  title,  and  all  the  solemn  plaunbilities  of  assent  to  it  with  great  reluctance,  and  only  on 

the  worid,  have  lost  their  reverence  and  effect ;  the  compulsion  of  the  clearest  and   firmest 

that  our  foreign  politics  are  as  much  deranged  proofs;  because  their  account  resolves  itself 

as  our  domestic  neconomy;  that  our  depen-  into  this  short  but  discouraging  propositioa, 

dencies  are  slackened  in  their  affection,  and  "  That  we  have  a  very  good  ministry,  but  that 

kxMeaed  fiom  their  obedience ;  that  we  know  we  are  a  very  bad  people ;"  that  we  set  our> 

neither  how  to  yield  nor  how  to  enforce ;  that  selves  to  bite  the  hand  that  feeds  us ;  that  with 

hardly  any  thing  above  or  below,  abroad  or  at  a  malignant  insanity  we  oppose  the  measures, 

home,  is  sound  and  entire ;   but  that  discoo-  and  ungratefully  vilify  the  persons,  of  those 

nection  and  confusion,  in  offices,  in  parties,  in  whose  sole  object  is  our  own  peace  and  pro»> 

(aroilies,  in  parliament,  in  the  nation,  prevail  perity.    If  a  few  puny  libellers,  acting  under  a 

beyond  the  disorders  of  any  former  time;  these  knot  of  factious  politicians,  without  virtue, 

are  facts  universally  admitted  and  lamented.  parts,  or  character,  (such  they  are  constantly 

This  state  of  things  is  the  more  extraordi-  represented  by  these  gendemen,)  are  sufficient 

nary,  because  the  great  parties  which  formerly  to  excite  this  disturbance,  very  perverse  must 

divided  and  agitated  the  kingdom  are  known  be  the  disposition  of  that  people,  among  whon 

to  be  in  a  manner  entirely  dissolved.  No  great  such  a  disturbance  can  be  excited  by  such 

external  calamity  has  visited  the  nation ;  no  means.    It  is  besides  no  small  aggravation  of 

pestilence  or  famine.    Wo  do  not  labour  at  the  public  misfortune,  that  the  disease,  on  thb 

present  under  any  scheme  of  taxation  new  or  hypothesis,  appears  to  be  without  remedy.    If 

oppressive  in  the  quantity  or  in  the  mode,  the  wealth  of  the  nation  be  the  cause  of  its  tur* 

Nor  are  we  engaged  in  unsuccessful  war;  in  bulence,  I  imagine  it  is  not  proposed  to  intro- 

which,  our  mufortuncs  might  easily  pervert  our  duce  poverty,  as  a  constable  to  keep  the  peace, 

judgment ;  and  our  minds,  sore  from  the  loss  If  our  dominions  abroad  are  the  roots  which 

of  national  glory,  mi^t  feel  every  bk>w  of  for-  feed  all  this  rank  luxuriance  of  sedition,  it  ia 

tune  as  a  crime  in  government.  not  intended  to  cut  them  off  in  "order  to  (amiah 

It  is  impossible  that  the  cause  of  this  strange  tiie  fruit.    If  our  liberty  has  enfeebled  the  eze- 

distemper  should  not  sometimes  become  a  sub-  cutive  power,  there  is  no  design,  I  hope,  to  caU 

ject  of  discourse.   It  is  a  compliment  due,  and  in  the  aid  of  despotism,  to  fill  up  the  deficiea- 

which  I  willingly  pay,  to  those  who  administer  cies  of  law.  Whatever  may  be  intended,  thesa 

our  affitirs,  to  take  notice  in  the  first  place  of  things  are  not  yet  professed.    Wo  seem  ther^ 

their  speculation.    Our  ministers  aro  of  opi-  fore  to  be  driven  to  absolute  despair;  for  wa 

nion,  that  the  increase  of  our  trade  and  manu-  have  no  other  materials  to  work  upon,  but 

factures,  that  our  growth  by  colonization,  and  those  out  of  which  Grod  has  been  pleased  to 

by  conquest,  have  concurred  to  accumulate  iro-  form  the  inhabitants  of  this  island.    If  these  be 

inense  wealth  in  the  hands  of  some  individuals ;  radically  and  essentially  vicious,  all  that  can 

and  thb  again  being  dispersed  among  the  peo-  be  said  is,  that  those  men  are  very  unhappy,  to 

pie,  has  rendered  them  universally  proud,  fero-  whose  fortune  or  duty  it  falls  to  administer  the 

cious,  and  ungovernable ;  that  the  insolence  of  affairs  of  this  tmtoward  people.  I  hear  it  indeed 

some  from  their  enormous  wealth,  and  the  sometimes  asserted,  that  a  steady  perseverance 

boldness  of  others  firom  a  guilty  poverty,  have  in  the  present  measures,  and  a  rigorous  puniah- 

rendered  them  capable  of  the  roost  atrocious  mentof  those  who  oppose  them,  will  in  courso 

attempts ;  so  that  they  have  trampled  upon  all  of  time  infallibly  put  an  end  to  these  disorders, 

subordination,  and  violently  borne  down  the  But  this,  in  my  opinion,  is  said  without  much 

unarmed  laws  of  a  free  government ;  barriers  observation  of  our  present  disposition,    and 

too  feeble  against  the  fury  of  a  populace  so  without  any  knowledge  at  all  of  the  general  na- 

fierce  and  licentious  as  ours.    They  contend,  ture  of  mankind.    If  the  matter  of  which  this 

that  no  adequate  provocation  has  been  given  nation  is  composed  be  so  very  fermentable  as 

for  so  spreading  a  discontent ;  our  affairs  hap  these  gendemen  describe  it,  leaven  nevei  will 

ving  been  conducted  throughout  with  remark-  be  wanting  to  work  it  up,  as  long  as  discontent, 

able  temper  and  consummate  wisdom.    The  revenge  and  ambition,  have  existence  in  the 

wicked  industry  of  some  libellers,  joined  to  the  worM.    Particular  punishments  are  the  cure 

intrigues  of  a  few  disappointed  politiciaai,  for  accidental  distempers  in  the  state ;  th^ 
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rather  than  allay  those  heats  which  cated  on  the  Stuarts.  A  great  change  has  taken 

arise  from  the  settled  mismanagement  of  the  place  in  the  affairs  of  this  country.    For  in  the 

government,  or  from  a  natural  indisposition  in  silent  lapse  of  events  as  material  alteratiov 

tfae  people.    It  is  (^  the  utmost  moment  not  to  have  been  insensibly  brought  about  in  the  policy 

laake  mistakes  in  the  use  of  strong  measures :  and  character  of  governments  and  nations,  aa 

and  firmness  is  then  only  a  virtue  when  it  ao-  those  which  have  been  marked  by  the  tumult 

coopanies  the  most  perfect  wisdom.    In  truth,  of  public  revolutions. 

incoostancy  is  a  sort  of  natural  corrective  of  It  is  very  rare  indeed  for  men  to  be  wrong  in 
ftUy  and  ignorance.  their  feelings  concerning  public  misconduct ;  as 
I  am  not  one  of  those  di4io  think  that  the  peo-  rare  to  be  right  in  their  speculation  upon  the 
pie  are  never  in  the  wrong.    They  have  been  caiise  of  it.    I  have  ocmstantly  observed,  that 
10,  frequently  an4  outrageously,  both  in  other  the  generality  of  people  are  fi%  years,  at  least, 
countries  and  in  this.    But  I  do  say,  that  in  all  behindhand  in  their  politics.    There  are  but 
<lisputes  between  them  and  their  rulers,  the  very  few,  who  are  capable  of  comparing  and 
presomption  is  at  least  upon  a  par  in  favour  of  digesting  what  passes  before  their  eyes  at  di^ 
the  people.    Experience  may  perhaps  justify  ferent  times  azid  occasions,  so  as  to  form  the 
me  in  going  further.    Where  popular  discon-  whole  into  a  distinct  system.    But  in  hooka 
tents  have  been  very  prevalent,  it  may  well  be  every  thing  is  settled  for  them,  without  the  ezer- 
afirmed  and  supportod,  that  there  has  been  ge-  tion  of  any  considerable  diligence  or  sagacity. 
Bsrally  something  found  amiss  in  the  constitu-  For  which  reason  men  are  wise  with  but  littk 
tkn,  or  in  the  conduct  of  govemmenL    The  reflection,  and  good  with  little  self-denial,  in 
people  have  no  interest  in  disorder.    When  the  business  ofdl  times  except  theur  own.  We 
Ibey  do  wrong,  it  is  their  errour,  and  not  their  are  very  uncorrupt  and  tolerably  enlightened 
crime.  But  with  the  governing  part  of  the  state,  judges  of  the  transactions  of  past  ages ;  where 
it  is  &r  otherwise.    They  certainly  may  act  ill  no  passions  deceive,  and  where  the  whole  train 
by  design,  as  well  as  by  mistake.    <*  Lea  r^vom  of  circumstances,  from  the  trifling  cause  to  the 
btipM  ^t  arrwent  dans  Ita  grands  itat$  ne  mnU  tragical  event,  is  set  in  an  orderly  series  befbra 
pondtmf^eet  du  hazard^  ni  du  caprice  deapeu^  us.    Few  are  the  partisans  of  departed  tyran- 
flet.    RUn  ne  r^vofte  les  grands  dPunroyaume  ny;  and  to  be  a  Whig  on  the  business  of  an 
csMineungouvemementfi>iUeetd6rang6.  Pour  hundred  years  ago,  is  very  consistent  with 
t  popdace,  ee  n'ot  jamais  par  envie  ^attaquer  every  advantage  of  present  servility.     This 
fa'efie  se  muttve^  imns  pcx  impatience  de  mmfm  retrospective  wisdom,  and  historical  patriotism, 
frir!**    These  are  the  words  of  a  great  man;  are  things  of  wonderful  convenience :  and  serve 
of  a  minister  of  state ;  and  a  zealous  asserter  admirably  to  reconcile  the  old  quarrel  between 
of  monarchy.    They  are  applied  to  the  system  speculation  and  practice.  Many  a  stem  repub- 
tffaaturitism  which  was  adopted  by  Henry  the  lican,  afler  gorging  himself  with  a  full  feast  of 
Third  of  France,  and  to  the  dreadful  conse-  admiration  of  the  Grecian  commonwealths  and 
qoeoces  it  produced.    What  he  says  of  rev<^  of  our  true  Saxon  constitution,  and  discharging 
loiioos,  is  equally  true  of  all  great  disturbances,  all  the  splendid  biie  of  his  virtuous  indignation 
If  this  presumption  in  favour  of  the  subjects  on  King  John  and  King  James,  sits  down  per> 
against  the  trustees  of  power  be  not  the  more  fectly  satisfied  to  the  coarsest  work  and  home- 
probable,  I  am  sure  it  is  the  more  comfbrtaUe  liest  job  of  the  day  he  lives  in.    I  believe  there 
ipeculation ;  because  it  is  more  ea^  to  change  was  no  professed  admirer  (^  Henry  the  Eighth 
an  administration  than  to  reform  a  people.  among  the  instnmients  of  the  last  King  James ; 
Upon  a  supposition,  therefore,  that  in  the  nor  in' the  court  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  was 
opening  of  the  cause  the  presumptions  stand  there,  I  dare  say,  to  be  found  a  single  advocate 
eqaafly  balanced  between  tlie  parties,  there  for  the  favourites  of  Richard  the  Second. 
aeeflOB  sufficient  ground  to  entitle  any  person  to  No  complaisance  to  our  court,  or  to  our  age, 
a  &ir  hearing,  who  attempts  some  other  scheme  can  make  me  believe  nature  to  be  so  changed, 
beside  that  easy  one  which  is  fashionable  in  but  that  public  liberty  will  be  among  us,  aa 
some  &shionable  companies,  to  account  for  the  among  our  ancestors,  obnoxious  to  some  person 
present  discontents.  It  is  not  to  be  argued  that  or  other;  and  that  opportunities  will  be  fur- 
we  endure  no  grievance,  because  our  grie-  nished  for  attempting  at  least,  some  alteration 
vanoes  are  not  of  the  same  sort  with  those  imder  to  the  prejudice  of  our  constitution.    These 
which  we   laboored  formerly;  not  precisely  attempts  will  naturally  vary  in  their  mode,  ac* 
which  we  bore  from  the  Tudors,  or  vindi-  cording  to  times  and  circumstances.   For  am* 

bition,  though  it  has  ever  the  same  general 

•  Mem.  de  Sully,  torn.  t.  p.  ISS.  views,  has  not  at  all  times  the  same  meaoi 
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■or  the  nma  paitkaUr  objects.    A  great  deal  m  inflnmrn  ifhkh  oporeited  the  ^ery  antago 

flf  tbe  fbrniture  of  aocieDt  tjranoy  ia  worn  to  niat,  into  the  instrumeat,  of  power;  which  ood- 

lagt  *  the  rest  ia  entirely  out  of  &3hioii.    B»>  tained  in  itsdf  a  perpetial  principle  of  powth 

■idM,  there  are  few  statetmea  eo  rery  clumty  and  renoration ;  and  vidiich  the  di^resaet  and 

and  awkward  in  their  biisinen,  as  to  &11  into  the  proeperi^  of  the  country  equally  teaded  to 

the  identical  mare  which  has  proved  fatal  to  angment,  was  an  admirable  substitute  tat  a 

their  predecessors.    When  an  arbitrary  impcH  prerogative,  that,  being  only  the  ofispring  ef 

litioa  is  attempted  upon  the  sidbject|  undotdA-  antiquated  prejudices,  had  moulded  in  its  ori- 

•dly  it  will  not  bear  on  its  ibrehead  the  name  ginal  stamina  irresistible  principles  of  decay 

of  Shptnoney,    There  is  no  danger  that  an  and  dissolution.    The  ignorance  of  the  people 

tstetmoa  of  the  fhn$t  Uum  should  be  the  is  a  bottom  but  for  a  temporary  system ;  the 

chosen  mode  of  oppression  in  this  age.    And  interest  of  active  men  in  the  state  is  a  fbunda- 

wben  we  hear  any  instance  of  ministenal  rapa-  tion  perpetual  and  infallible.     However,  some 

eity,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  rights  of  private  circumstances,  arising,  it  must  be  confessed, 

life,  it  will  certainly  not  be  the  exaction  of  two  in  a  great  degree  from  accident,  prevented  the 

hondred  puHets,  from  a  woman  of  fiuhion,  for  effects  of  this  influence  fiir  a  long  time  from 

leave  to  lie  with  her  own  husband.*           •  breaking  out  in  a  manner  capable  of  exciting 

Every  age  has  its  own  manners,  and  its  any  serious  apprehensions.   Although  govectt- 

poBtict  dependent  upon  them ;  and  the  same  ment  was  strong  and  flouridied  exceeding, 

attempts  will  not  be  made  against  a  oonstitu-  the  oourt  had  drawn  far  less  advantage  than 

tion  fully  formed  and  matured,  that  were  used  one  would  imagine  from  this  great  source  ol 

to  destrcyy  it  in  the  cradle,  or  to  resist  its  growth  power, 

ihning  its  infancy.  At  the  revolution,  the  crown,  deprived,  fix 

Against  the  being  of  parliament,  I  am  sati»-  the  ends  of  the  revolution  itsdf,  of  many  prero- 
fied,  no  designs  have  ever  been  entertained  gativcs,  was  found  too  weak  to  struggle  against 
since  the  revolution.  Every  one  must  per-  all  the  difficulties  which  pressed  so  new  and 
oeive,  that  it  is  strongly  the  interest  of  the  unsettled  a  govenmient.  The  court  was  obliged 
eoort,  to  have  some  seotrnd  cause  interposed  therefore  to  delegate  a  part  of  its  powers  to 
between  the  ministers  and  the  people.  The  men  oT  such  interest  as  could  support,  and  of 
gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons  have  an  such  fidelity  as  wouM  adhere  to,  its  estaUuh- 
mterest  equally  strong,  in  sustaining  the  part  of  ment.  Such  men  were  able  to  draw  in  a 
that  intermediate  cause.  However  they  may  greater  number  to  a  concurrence  in  the  coin- 
hire  out  the  tisu/Sifcf  of  their  voices,  they  never  man  defence.  This  connexion,  necessary  ai 
«rill  part  with  the/ee  and  mherikmce.  Accor-  first,  continued  long  after  convenient ;  and  pro- 
dingly  those  who  have  been  of  the  most  known  perly  conducted  might  indeed,  in  all  situations, 
devotion  to  the  will  and  pleasure  of  a  court,  be  an  useful  instrument  of  govemmenL  At 
have  at  the  same  time  been  moot  forward  in  the  same  time,  through  the  intervention  of  men 
asserting  a  high  authority  in  the  house  of  com-  of  popular  ^wei^t  and  character,  the  people 
mons.  When  they  knew  who  were  to  use  that  ponessed  a  security  for  their  just  portion  of 
airthority,  and  how  it  was  to  be  employed,  they  importance  in  the  state.  But  as  the  title  to 
thought  it  never  couki  be  carried  too  fiu*.  It  the  crown  grew  stronger  by  long  posseasion, 
must  be  always  the  wish  of  an  unconstitutional  and  by  the  constant  inaease  of  its  influence, 
Itatesroan,  that  a  house  of  conmions  who  are  these  helps  have  of  late  seemed  to  certain 
entirely  dependent  upon  him,  should  have  persons  no  better  than  incumbrances.  The 
every  right  of  the  people  entirely  dependent  powerful  managers  ibr  government  were  not 
upon  their  pleasure.  It  was  soon  discovered,  sufficiently  submissive  to  the  pleasure  of  the 
that  the  forms  of  a  free,  and  the  ends  of  an  possessors  of  immediate  and  personal  fevoor, 
arbitrary  government,  were  things  not  alto-  sometimes  from  a  confidence  in  their  own 
gtther  incompatible.  strength  natural  and  acquired ;  sometimes  firam 

The  power  of  the  crown,  almost  dead  and  a  fear  of  offending  their  friends,  and  weaken- 

roC^en  as  Prerogative,  hasjprown  up  anew,  with  ing  that  lead  m  the  country,  which  gave  them  a 

much  more  strength,  and  far  less  odium,  under  consideration  independent  of  the  court.    Men 

die  name  of  Influence.    An  influence,  whidi  acted  as  if  the  court  couki  receive,  as  wefi  aa 

qperated  without  noise  and  without  ridence ;  confer,  an  obligation.    The  influence  of  go- 
vernment, thus  dirided  in  appearance  between 

♦  •«  Uxor  Hugonis  de  Ne  vlll  dat  Domino  Regi  ,i,e  court  and  the  leaders  of  parties,  became  in 

4oj.  HisL  Exch.  c.  xUL  p.  326.  than  to  the  royal  scale;  and  some  part  of  that 
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faidueiice  which  would  otherwise  have  been  and  confidence ;  the  other  merely  ostensible  to 
(MMsessed  as  in  a  sort  oC  mortmain  and  unalien-  perform  the  official  and  executory  duties  of 
ahle  domain,  returned  again  to  the  great  ocean  government.  The  latter  were  alone  to  be 
froa  whence  it  arose,  and  circulated  among  the  responsible;  whilst  the  real  advisers,  who 
people.  This  method  therefore  of  governing,  enjojred  all  tlie  power,  were  effectually  removed 
bj  men  of  great  natural  interest   or  great    firom  all  the  danger. 

aeipired  ooosidcration,  was  viewed  in  a  very  Qecoo^yy  A  party  vttder  the$e  leaden  waaiB 
invidiocw  light  by  the  true  lovers  of  absolute  be  farmed  in  fanaur  of  the  court  agairut  At 
■ooardiy.  It  is  the  nature  of  despotism  to  minutry  :  this  party  was  to  have  a  large  share 
abhor  power  held  by  any  means  but  its  own  m<^  in  the  emoluments  of  government,  and  to  hold 
Bsotaiy  pleasure ;  and  to  annihilate  all  inter-  it  totally  separate  firom,  and  independent  of, 
Bsdiate  situations  between  boundless  strength  ostensible  administration, 
on  its  own  part,  and  total  debility  on  the  part  The  third  point,  and  that  on  which  the  suo- 
of  the  people.  cess  of  the  whole  scheme  ultimately  depended. 

To  get  rid  of  all  this  intermediate  and  inde-     was  to  bring  parliament  to  an  acquieeetnee  m 

pendent  importance,  and  to  aecure  to  the  court  thie  Project.    Pariiament  was  therefore  to  be 
tki  w^imited  and  uncontrolled  u$e  of  its  awn  vaet    taught  by  degrees  a  total  indifference  to  the 

n^nenos,  under  the  eole  direction  ofite  own  pri-  persons,  rank,  influence,  abilities,  connections, 

vtiefoaoaurf  has  for  some  years  past  been  the  and  character,  of  the  ministers  of  the  crown, 
great  object  of  policy.   If  this  were  compassed.     By  means  of  a  discipline,  on  which  I  shall  say 

dw  inflaence  of  the  crown  must  of  course  pro-  more  hereafter,  that  body  was  to  be  habituated 

dnee  aU  the  effects  which  the  roost  sanguine  to  the  most  opposite  interests,  and  the  most 

partisans  of  the  court  could  possibly  desire,  discordant  politics.    All  connections  and  de- 

Ooveinment  might  then  be  carried  on  without  pendencies  among  subjects  were  to  be  entirely 

■By  eoncurrence  on  the  part  of  the  people;  dissolved.     As  hitherto  business  had   gone 

wUiont  any  attention  to  the  dignity  of  the  through  the  hands  of  Whigs  or  Tories,  men  of 

greater,  or  to  the  afl^tions  of  the  lower  sorts,  talents  to  conciliate  the  people,  and  engage  to 

A  new  project  was  therefore  devised,  by  a  cor-  their  confidence,  now  the  method  was  to  be 

tain  set  of  intriguing  men,  totally  different  from  altered  ;  and  the  lead  was  to  be  given  to  men 

dha  ^pstem  of  administration  which  had  pr^  of  no  sort  of  c<Hisideratioa  or  credit  in  the 

vmiled  since  the  accession  of  the  House  of  country.     This  want  of  natural  importance 

Ikuuswick.    This  project,  I  have  heard,  was  was  to  be  their  very  title  to  delegated  power. 

first  conceived  by  somo  persons  in  the  court  of  Members  of  pariiament  were  to  be  hardened 

FVederidc  Prince  of  Wales.  into  an  insensibility  to  pride,  as  well  as  to  duty. 

The  earliest  attempt  in  the  execution  of  this  Those  high  and  haughty  sentiments,  which 

dasign  was  to  set  up  for  minister,  a  person,  in  are  the  great  support  of  independence,  were  to 

mak  indeed  respectable,  and  very  ample  in  be  let  down  gradually.    Point  of  honour  and 

fintune ;  but  who,  to  the  moment  of  this  vast  precedence  were  no  more  to  be  regarded  in 

and  sudden  Novation,  was  little  known  or  con-  parliamentary  decorum,  than  in  a   Turkndi 

adoed  in  the  kingdom.    To  him  the  whole  army.    It  was  to  be  avowed  as  a  constitu- 

to  yield  an  immediate  and  implicit  tional  maxim,  that  the  king  might  appoint  one 

But  whether  it  was  for  want  of  of  his  footmen,  or  one  of  your  footmen,  for 

to  bear  up  againt  the  first  opposi-  minister ;  and  that  he  ought  to  be,  and  that  he 

tkn ;  or  that  things  were  not  yet  fully  ripened,  woulo  be,  as  well  followed  as  the  first  name  for 

or  flmt  this  methc^  was  not  found  the  most  eli-  rank  or  wisdom  in  the  nation.    Thus  pariia- 

fftU;  that  idea  was  soon  abandoned.    Tha  menl  was  to  look  on,  as  if  perfecdy  uncon- 

IntraBflntal  part  of  the  project  was  a  little  cemed,  ^K^le  a  cabal  of  the  closet  and  back- 

■llBrsd,  to  accommodate  it  to  tho  time,  and  to  stairs  was  substituted  in  the  place  of  a  national 

bring  things  more  gradually  and  more  surely  to  administration. 

tbe  one  great  end  proposed.  With  such  a  degree  of  acquiescence,  any 

Tbe  first  part  of  the  reformed  plan  was  to  measure  of  any  court  might  well  be  deemed 

draw  a  line  loUeA  should  aeparate  the  ceurtfrom  thoroughly  secure.    The  capital  objects,  and 

ike  mimatry.    Hitherto  these  names  had  been  by  much  the  most  flattering  characteristics  Oi 

looked  upon  as  synonymous ;  but  for  the  future,  arbitrary  power,  would  be  obtained.    Every 

esort  and  administration  were  to  be  considered  thing  would  be  drawn  from  its  hidings  in  the 

■s  diings  totally  distinct.    By  this  operation,  country  to  the  personal  favour  and  inclination 

two  systems  of  administration  were   to   be  of  the  prince.    This  favour  wouM  be  the  sole 

femM;  one  which  shoiikl  be  in  the  real  secret  introduction  to  power,  and  tha  only  tenuro  l« 
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whid)  it  was  to  be  held :  so  that  no  peraon  now  beheld  an  opportunity  (bj  a  certain  Mrt 

looking  towards  another,  and  aD  looking  towards  of  statesmen  never  long  undiscorered  or  oneiB- 

the  court,  it  was  impossible  but  that  the  motive  ployed)  of  drawing  to  themselves,  by  the  ag* 

which  solely  influenced  every  man's  hopes  must  grandizement  of  a  court  Action,  a  de^«e  of 

come  in  time  to  govern  every  man's  conduct :  power  which  they  could  never  hope  to  deriw 

till  at  last  the  servility  became  universal,  in  from  natural  influence  or  from  honourable  ser- 

spite  of  the  dead  letter  of  any  laws  or  institu-  vice ;  and  which  it  was  impossible  they  cooid 

tions  whatsoever.                #  hold  with  the  least  security,  whilst  the  systaa 

How  it  should  happen  that  any  man  could  of  administration  rested  up<»  its  fonner  bolp 

be  tempted  to  venture  upon  such  a  project  of  tom.    In  order  to  (acilitate  the  ezecutioo  of 

government,  may  at  first  view  appear  surpri-  their  design,  it  was  necessary  to  make  many 

sing.    But  the  fact*  is,  that  opportunites  very  aheratioos  in  political  arrangement,  and  aaif- 

inviting  to  such  an  attempt  have  offered ;  and  nal  change  in  the  opinions,  habits,  and  ooo- 

the  scheme  itself  was  not  destitute  of  some  nections  of  the  greatest  part  of  those  who  at 

argimients  not  wholly  u^tlausible  to  recommend  that  time  acted  in  public, 

it.    These  opportunities  and  these  arguments,  In  the  first  place,  they  proceeded  gradoaBj, 

the  use  that  has  been  made  of  both,  the  plan  but  not  slowly,  to  destroy  every  thing  of streoftk 

for  carrying  this  new  scheme  of  govemmeirt  which  did  not  derive  its  principal  nouriduMHl 

into  execution,  and  the  efl*ects  which  it  has  from  the  immediate  pleasure  of  the  court.  Tba 

produced,  are  in  my  opinion  worthy  of  our  greatest  weight  of  popular  q>inion  and  pttf 

serious  consideration.  connection  were  then  with  the  duke  of  New- 

His  majesty  came  to  tho  throne  of  these  castle  and  Mr.  Piu.    Neither  of  these  hiaki 

kingdoms  with  more  advantages  than  any  of  his  their  importance  by  the  new  tenurt  of  the  court; 

predecessors  since  the  rerolution.    Fourth  in  they  were  not  therefore  thought  to  be  so  prapcir 

descent,  and  third  in  succession  of  his  royal  as  others  for  the  services  which  were  required 

family,  even  the  zealots  of  hereditary  right,  in  by  that  tenure.    It  happened  very  &vourafaly 

nim,  saw  something  to  flatter  their  favourite  for  the  new  system,  that  under  a  forced  ooali* 

prejudices ;  and  to  justify  a  transfer  of  their  tion  thero  rankled  an  incurable  alienation  and 

attachments,  without  a  change  in  their  princi-  disgust  between  the  parties  which  compoaad 

pies.    The  person  and  cause  of  the  Pretender  the  administration.  Mr.  Pitt  was  first  attacked, 

were  become  contemptible ;  his  title  disowned  Not  satisfied  with  removing  him  from  power, 

throughout   Europe,  his  party  disbanded  in  they  endeavoured  by  various  artifices  to  mJB 

England.    His  majesty  came  indeed  to  the  his  diaracter.    The  other  par^  seemed  ratbar 

inheritance  of  a  mighty  war;  but,  victorious  -pleased  to  get  rid  of  so  oppressive  a  support; 

in  every  part  of  the  globe,  peace  was  always  not  perceiving,  that  their  own  fall  was  prepartd 

in  his  power,  not  to  negotiate,  but  to  dictate,  by  his,  and  involved  in  it.  Many  other  reaaoaa 

No  foreign  habitudes  or  attachments  withdrew  prevented  them  from  daring  to  look  their  Ima 

him  from  the  cultivation  of  his  power  at  home,  situation  in  the  face.     To.  the  great  Whig 

Hii  revenue  for  the  civil  establishment,  fixed  families  it  viras  extremely  disagreeable,  and 

(as  it  was  then  thought)  at  a  large,  but  definite  seemed  almost  unnattual  to  oppose  the  adm^ 

sum,  was  ample,  without  being  inridious.  His  nistration  of  a  prince  of  the  house  of  Brun^ 

influence,  by  additions  from  conquest,  by  an  wick.     Day  after  day  they  hesitated,   and 

augmentation  of  debt,  by  an  increase  of  mili-  doubted,  and  lingered,  ejq)ecting  that  other 

taiy  and  naval  establishment,  mudi  strength-  counsels  would  take  place ;  and  were  slow  tk> 

ened  and  extended.    And  coming  to  the  throne  be  persuaded,  that  all  which  had  been  done  by 

in  the  prime  and  full  vigour  of  youth,  as  firom  the  cabal,  was  the  effect,  not  of  humour,  but 

afiection  there  was  a  strong  dislike,  so  from  of  system.    It  was  more  strongly  and  evidoidy 

dread  there  seemed  to  be  a  general  averseness,  the  interest  of  the  new  court  faction,  to  get  rid 

from  giving  any  thing  like  ofl^ence  to  a  monarch,  of  the  great  Whig  connections,  than  to  destroy 

against  whose   resentment   opposition   could  Mr.  Pitt.    The  power  of  that  gentleman  wm 

not  look  for  a  refuge  in  any  sort  of  reversion*  vast  indeed  and  merited ;  but  it  was  in  a  great 

ary  hope.  degree  personal,  and  therefore  transient.  Theira 

These  singular  advantages  inspired  his  ma-  was  rooted  in  the  country.    For,  with  a  good 

jesty  only  with  a  more  ardent  desire  to  pre-  deal  less  of  popularity,  they  possessed  a  &r 

serve  imimpaired  the  spirit  of  that  national  niore  natural  and  fixed  influence.    Long  po»> 

freedom,  to  which  he  owed  a  situation  so  iul  session  of  government;  vast  property ;  obfig%- 

of  glory.    But  to  others  it  suggested  sentiments  tions  of  &vour8  given  and  receiveid ;  connection 

«f  a  very  diflTerent  nature.    They  though  they  of  office ;  ties  of  blood,  of  alliance,  of  friend- 
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(ihingB  at  daat  time  supposed  of  some  tory  to  eome  considerable  enterprise.  Throu^ 

;)  the  name  of  Whig,  dear  to  the  ma-  out  it  was  a  satire,  though  in  terms  managed 

>zitj   of  the   people;  the  zeal  early  begun  and  decent  enough,  on  the  politics  of  the  former 

~  Steadily  continued  to  the  royal  &mily :  all  reign.    It  was  indeed  written  with  no  small  art 

tofocher  formed  a  body  q£  power  in  the  and  address. 

I,  which  was  criminal  and  devoted.  The  In  this  piece  appeared  the  first  dawning  of 
ruUng  principie  of  the  cabal,  and  that  the  new  system ;  there  first  appeared  the  idea 
M^liich  animated  and  harmonized  all  their  pro-  (then  only  in  speculation)  of  §eparating  tht 
ai^Bedmga,  bow  various  soever  they  may  have  court  fnm  the  administration;  of  carrying 
f  was  to  signify  to  the  world,  that  the  every  thing  from  national  connection  to  pen* 
would  proceed  upon  its  own  proper  forces  sonal  regards ;  and  of  forming  a  regular  partv 
iy;  and  that  the  pretence  of  bringing  any  for  that  purpose,  under  the  name  of  king^» 
into  its  service  was  an  affront  to  it,  and  men. 
a  support.  Therefore  when  the  chiefs  To  recommend  this  system  to  the  people,  a 
removed,  in  order  to  go  to  the  toot,  the  perspective  view  of  the  court  gorgeously  paint- 
party  was  put  under  a  proscription,  so  ed,  and  finely  illuminated  from  within,  was  ex- 
and  severe  as  to  take  their  hard-earned  hibited  to  the  gaping  muhitude.  Party  was  to 
from  the  lowest  ofiicers,  in  a  manner  be  totally  done  away,  with  all  its  evil  woHcs. 
had  never  been  known  before,  even  in  Corruption  was  to  be  cast  down  firom  court,  as 
revolutions.  But  it  was  thought  neces-  Aii  was  from  heaven.  Power  was  thencefor- 
efiectually  to  destroy  all  dependencies  but  ward  to  be  the  chosen  residence  (^public  spirit 
I ;  and  to  shew  an  example  of  the  firmness  and  no  one  was  to  be  supposed  tmder  any  sinis- 
rigour  with  which  the  new  system  was  to  ter  influence,  except  those  who  had  the  mis- 
%e  supported.  fortime  to  be  in  disgrace  at  court,  which  was 
Tfaiia  ibr  the  time  were  pulled  down,  in  the  to  stand  in  lieu  of  all  vices  and  all  corruptions. 
persons  of  the  Whig  leaders  and  of  Mr.  Pitt  A  scheme  of  perfection  to  be  realized  in  a 
{m  tfitB  of  the  services  of  the  one  at  the  ao-  monarchy  far  beyond  the  visionary  republic  of 
of  the  royal  family,  and  the  recent  Plato.  The  whole  scenery  was  exactly  dis« 
of  the  other  in  the  war)  the  tux>  only  posed  to  captivate  those  good  souls,  whose 
^fgr  the  importltnce  of  the  people ;  power  credulous  morality  is  so  invaluable  a  treasure 
mimg/rom  popularity  ,*  and  power  ariaingfrom  to  crafly  politicians.  Indeed  there  was  where- 
Here  and  there  indeed  a  few  indi-  withal  to  charm  every  body,  except  those  few 
were  left  standing  who  gave  security  who  are  not  much  pleased  with  professions  of 
total  estrangement  from  the  odious  supernatural  virtue,  who  know  of  what  stuff 
of  party  connection  and  personal  such  professions  are  made,  for  what  purposes 
. ;  and  it  must  be  confessed  that  most  they  are  designed,  and  in  what  they  are  sure 
flf  dbem  have  religiously  kept  their  faith.  Such  constantly  to  end.  Many  innocent  gentlemen, 
a  change  oouki  not  however  be  made  without  a  who  bad  be^i  talking  prose  all  their  lives  with- 
wi^tcf  abode  to  government.  out  knowing  any  thing  of  the  matter,  began  at 
To  reconcile  the  minds  of  the  people  to  all  last  to  open  their  eyes  upon  their  own  merits, 
Ane  roofvaments,  principles  correspondent  to  and  to  attribute  their  not  having  been  lords  oS 
Ihea  had  been  preadied  up  with  great  zeal,  the  treasury  and  lords  of  trade  many  years  be- 
Bvery  one  must  remember  that  the  cabal  set  fore,  merely  to  the  prevalence  of  party,  and  to 
eat  with  the  most  astonishing  prudery,  both  the  ministerial  power,  which  had  frustrated 
■oral  and  political.  Those  who  in  a  few  the  good  intentions  of  the  court  in  favour  of 
■oatfaa  after  soused  over  head  and  ears  into  their  abilities.  Now  was  the  time  to  unlock 
dba  deepest  and  dirtiest  pits  of  corruption,  cried  the  sealed  fountain  of  royal  bounty,  which  had 
(Mt  Tiola&tly  against  the  indirect  practices  in  been  infamoudy  monopolized  and  huckstered, 
d0  electing  and  managing  of  parliaments,  and  to  let  it  flow  at  large  upon  the  whole  peo- 
had  formerly  prevailed.  This  marvel-  pie.  The  time  was  come,  to  restore  royalty 
abhorrence  which  the  court  had  suddenly  to  its  original  splendour.  Mettre  le  Roy  hare 
to  all  influence,  was  not  only  circulated  depage^  became  a  sort  of  watch-word.  And  it 
iTorsation  through  the  kingdom,  but  pom-  was  constantly  in  the  mouths  of  all  the  runners 
announced  to  the  public,  with  many  of  the  court,  that  nothing  could  preserve  the 
Hhw  f  111 ■oiiliiiinj  ihinfTH inipamplilnf^  wliii  li  balance  of  the  constitution  from  being  over*. 
nadaH  the  appearance  of  a  mani^to  prcpara-  turned  by  the  rabble,  or  by  a  &ction  of  the 

nobility,  but  to  free  the  sovereign  effectually 

*  Sentiments  of  an  honest  Man  fi'^m  that  ministerial  tvranny  under  vdiich  this 

Vcw..  I.— 11 
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royal  disuty  had  been  oppreoed  in  the  peraoo  tralj,  if  such  waa  the  ccDdition  of  the  jui 

•f  his  majesty's  grand&ther.  rai^^  Aod  the  eflects  v^re  also  auch  m  wa 

These  were  some  of  the  many  artifices  used  have  described,  we  oiignt,  no  less  ibr  the  aaks 

to  reconcile  the  people  to  the  great  change  of  the  sorereign  whom  we  love,  than  for  on 

«vhich  was  made  in  the  persons  who  composed  own,  to  hear  arguments  oxivincing  indeed,  bo> 

the  ministry,  and  the  still  greater  which  was  lore  we  depart  from  the  maxims  of  that  raigii, 

made  and  avowed  in  its  constitution.    As  to  or  fly  in  the  &ce  of  this  great  body  of  atton^ 

individuals,  other  methods  were  employed  with  and  recent  experience, 
dicm ;  in  order  so  thorou^ly  to  disunite  every        One  of  the  principal  topics  which  was  them, 

party,  and  even  every  fiunily,  that  no  eomoert^  and  has  been  since,  much  employed  by  tbit 

order y  CT  ^ffkel^ndght  appeo"  in  <my future  opp<>'  political  school,*  is  an  effectual  terrour  of  tfaa 

ndon.    And  in  this  manner  an  administration  growth  of  an  aristocratic  power,  prejudicial  lo 

without  connection  with  the  people,  or  with  the  rights  of  the  crown,  and  the  balance  of  the 

one  another,  was  first  put  in  possession  of  constitution.     Any  new  powers  exercised  in 

government.  What  good  consequences  follow-  the  house  of  lords,  or  in  the  house  of  common^ 

ed  from  it,  we  have  all  seen ;  whether  with  or  by  the  crown,  ought  certainly  to  excito  the 

regard  to  virtue,  public  or  private ;  to  the  ease  vigilant  and  anxious  jealousy  of  a  free  people. 

and  happiness  of  the  sovereign ;  or  to  the  real  Even  a  new  and  unprecedented  course  of  axy 

strength  of  government.   But  as  so  much  stress  tion  in  the  whole  logislature,  without  great 

was  then  laid  on  the  necessity  of  this  new  pro-  and  evident  reason,  may  be  a  subject  of  just 

ject,  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  take  a  view  of  the  uneJEuiness.    I  will  not  affirm,  that  there  may 

effects  of  this  royal  servitude  and  vile  durance,  not  have  lately  appeared  in  the  house  of  lords 

which  was  so  deplored  in  the  reign  of  the  late  a  disposition  to  some  attempts  derogatory  to 

monarch,  and  was  so  carefully  to  be  avoided  the  legal  rights  of  the  subjecL  .  If  any  aodi 

in  the  reign  of  his  successor.     The  effects  have  really  appeared,  they  have  arisen,  not 

were  these.  finom  a  power  properly  aristocratic,  but  frooi 

In  tiroes  full  of  doubt  and  danger  to  his  per-  the  same  influence  which  is  charged  with  h^ 

BOO  and  family,  George  the  Second  maintained  ving  excited  attempts  of  a  similar  nature  in  the 

the  dignity  of  his  crown  connected  with  the  hoine  <^  commons ;  which  house,  if  it  aboidd 

liberty  of  his  people,  not  only  unimpaired,  but  have  been  betrayed  into  an  unfortunate  qnanei 

improved,  for  the  space  of  thirty-three  years,  with  its  constituents,  and  involved  in  m  charge 

He  overcame  a  dangerous  rebellion,  abetted  by  of  the  very  same  nature,  could  have  neither 

foreign  force,  and  raging  in  the  heart  of  his  power  nor  inclination  to  repel  such  attempts  ir 

Idngdonts ;  and  thereby  destroyed  the  seeds  of  others.     Those  attempts  in  the  house  of  Jordi 

all  future  rebellion  that  could  arise  upoc  the  can  no  more  be  colled  aristocratic  proceedinfi, 

tame  principle.     He  carried  the  glory,  the  than  the  proceedings  with  regard  to  the  oomly 

power,  the  commerce  of  England,  to  an  height  of  Middlesex  in  Uie  house  of  comniona  cBf 

unknown  even  to  this  renowned  nation  in  the  with  any  sense  be  called  democraticaL 
times  of  its  greatest  prosperity :  and  he  lef\  his        It  is  true,  that  the  peers  have  a  great  infln 

succession  resting  on  the  true  and  only  true  ence  in  the  kingdom,  and  in  every  part  of  die 

foundations  of  all  national  and  all  regal  great-  public  concerns.    While  they  are  men  of  pro* 

,  ness;   affection  at  home,  reputation  abroad,  perty,  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  it,  except  fay 

trust  in  allies,  terrour  in  rival  nations.    The  such  means  as  must  prevent  all  propertjr  firaa 

most  ardent  lover  of  his  country  cannot  wish  its  natural  operation :  an  event  not  easily  to  be 

ibr  Great  Britain  a  happier  fate  than  to  con-  compassed,  while  property  is  power ;  nor  fagr 

tinue  as  she  was  then  lefl.    A  people  emulous  any  means  to  be  wishcMl,  while  the  least  notios. 

as  we  are  in  affection  to  our  present  sovereign,  exists  of  the  method  by  which  the  spirit  ef 

know  not  how  to  form  a  prayer  to  heaven  fw  a  liberty  acts,  and  of  the  means  by  which  it  vt 

greater  blessing  upon  his  virtues,  or  a  higher  preserved.    If  any  particular  peers,  by  their 

state  of  felicity  arid  glory,  than  that  he  should  uniform,  upright,  constitutional  conduct,  ^ 

live,  and  should  reign,  and,  when  Providence  their  public  and  their  private  virtues,  have  ao> 

ordains  it,  shouki  die,  exactly  like  his  illustrious  quired  an  influence  in  the  country ;  the  people, 

predecessor.  on  whose  faVour  that  influence  depends,  and 

A  great  prince  may  be  obliged  (though  such  from  whom  it  arose,  will  never  bo  duped  into 

a  thing  cannot  happen  very  oflen)  to  sacrifice  an  opinion,  that  such  greatness  in  a  peer  is  the 
his  private  inclination  to  his  public  interest 

A  wise  prince  will  not  think  that  such  a  re-        ♦  gee  the  political  writings  of  the  late  Dr 

ftraint  uiplies  a  oooditioo  of  serviltty ;   and  Brown,  and  many  others. 
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of  an  aristocracy,  when  they  know  like  the  acheme  of  Harringtoo'i  political  club, 

■■d  fi»el  it  to  be  the  effect  and  pledge  of  their  and  not  a  business  in  which  the  nation  had  a 

OWB  importance.  real  concern.  As  a  powerful  party,  and  a  party 

f  am  no  friend  to  aristocracy,  in  the  sense  constructed  on  a  new  principle,  it  is  a  very 

at  leut  in  whidi  that  word  is  usually  under-  inviting  object  of  curiosity. 

iiood.  If  it  were  not  a  bod  habit  to  moot  cases  It  must  be  remembered,  that  since  the  revo- 

OB  the  supposed  ruin  of  the  constitution,  I  lution,  until  the  period  we  are  speaking  of,  the 

ikaaU  be  free  to  declare,  that  if  it  must  perish,  influence  of  the  crown  had  been  always  cm* 

1  wor£  rather  by  far  see  it  resolved  in  any  ployed  in  suj^xMrting  the  ministers  of  state,  and 

tAm  Ibrm,  than  lost  in  that  austere  and  inso-  in  carrying  on  the  public  business  according  to 

knt  domination.    But,  whatever  my  dislikes  their  opinions.    But  the  party  now  in  question 

■Bj  be,  my  fears  are  not  upon  that  quarter,  is  formed  upon  a  very  different  idea.    It  is  to 

Tbe  question,  on  the  influence  of  a  court,  and  intercept  the  frivour,  protection  and  confidence 

of  m  peerage,  is  not,  which  of  the  two  dangers  of  the  crown  in  the  passage  to  its  ministers , 

■  the  most  eligible,  but  which  is  the  most  im-  it  is  to  come  between  them  and  their  impor- 

■iaenL    He  is  but  a  poor  observer,  who  has  tance  in  parliament ;  it  is  to  separate  them  from 

■ot  teeo,  that  the  generality  of  peera,  far  from  all  their  natural  and  acquired  dependencies ;  it 

■fporting  themselves  in  a  state  of  indepen*  is  intended  as  the  control,  not  the  support,  of 

dent  greatness,  are  but  too  apt  to  fall  into  an  administration.    The  machinery  of  this  system 

oUivioo  of  their  proper  dignity,  and  to  run  is  perplexed  in  its  movements,  and  false  in  its 

headlong  into  an  abject  servitude.    Would  to  principle.    It  is  formed  on  a  supposition  that 

Gkid  it  were  true,  that  the  fault  of  our  peera  the  king  is  something  external  to  his  govem- 

were  too  much  spirit!  It  is  worthy  of  some  ob-  ment ;  and  that  he  may  be  honoured  and  ag- 

wrratioa,  that  these  gentlemen,  so  jealous  of  grandized,  even  by  its  debility  and  disgrace. 

aristocracy,  make  no  complaints  of  the  power  The  plan  proceeds  expressly  on  the  idea  o£ 

of  those  peera  (neither  few  nor  inoonsidenJib)  enfeebling  the  regular  executory  power.     It 

who  are  always  in  the  train  of  a  court,  and  proceeds  on  the  idea  of  weakening  the  state  in 

nbose  whole  weight  must  be  considered  as  a  order  to  strengtlien  the  court.  The  scheme  de- 

portian  of  the  settled  influence  of  the  crown,  pending  entirely  (xi  distrust,  on  discoimectioo, 

This  is  all  safe  and  right;  but  if  some  peera  on  mutability  by  principle,  on  systematic  weok- 

(I  am  very  sorry  they  are  not  as  many  as  they  ness  in  every  particular  member ;  it  is  impos- 

00^  to  be)  set  themselves,  in  the  great  con-  sible  that  the  total  result  should  be  substantui 

Sem  if  peera  and  conunons,  against  a  back-  strength  of  any  kind. 

Main  influence  and  clandestine  government,  As  a  foundation  of  their  scheme,  the  cabai 

Aen  the  alarm  begins ;  then  the  c(»istitution  have  estaUished  a  sort  of  nta  in  the  court, 

is  ia  danger  of  being  forced  into  an  aristocracy.  All  sorts  of  parties,  by  this  means,  have  been 

I  rest  a  litde  longer  on  this  court  topic,  be-  brou^it  into  administration,  from  whence  few 
eaoM  it  was  much  insisted  upon  at  the  time  of  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  escape  without 
Ite  great  change,  and  has  been  since  frequently  disgrace ;  none  at  all  without  considerable 
nivived  by  many  of  the  agents  of  that  party:  losses.  In  the  beginning  of  each  arrangement 
6r,  whilst  they  are  terrifying  tlie  great  and  no  professions  of  confidence  and  support  are 
epdeDt  with  the  horroura  of  mob-government,  wanting,  to  induce  the  leading  men  to  engage, 
fteyara  by  other  managera  attempting  (though  But  while  the  ministera  of  the  day  appear  in 
hitherto  with  little  success)  to  alarm  the  people  all  the  p<nnp  and  pride  of  power,  while  they 
with  a  phantom  of  tyranny  in  the  nobles.  All  have  all  their  canvass  spread  out  to  the  wind, 
diis  is  done  upon  their  favourite  principle  of  and  every  sail  filled  with  the  fair  and  prospe* 
liaiakian,  of  sowing  jealousies  among  the  di^  rous  gale  of  royal  frivour,  in  a  short  time  they 
Areat  crdera  of  the  state,  and  of  disjointing  the  find,  they  know  not  how,  a  current,  which  sets 
aatnral  strength  of  the  kingdom ;  that  it  may  directly  against  them ;  which  prevents  all  pro- 
he  rendered  incapable  of  resisting  the  sinister  gross ;  and  even  drives  them  backwards.  They 
iaaigna  of  wick«l  men,  who  have  engrossed  grow  ashamed  and  mortified  in  a  situation, 
4ie  royal  power.  which,  by  its  vicinity  to  power,  only  serves 

Thai  mudi  of  the  topics  chosen  hy  the  cour-  to  remind  them  the  more  strongly  o(  their  in- 
to reconuncfkl  their  system ;   it  will  be  significance.    They  are  obliged  either  to  exe- 

leeaaary  to  open  a  little  more  at  large  the  cute  the  ordera  of  their  inferioura,  or  to  see 

ttore  of  that  party  which  was  formed  ibr  its  themselves  opposed  by  the  natural  instruments 

Without  this,  the  whole  would  have  of  their  office.    With  the  loss  of  their  dignity 

po  Setter  than  a  visioaary  amusement,  they  lose  their  temper.     In  their  turn  thejr 
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frrow  troublesome  to  that  cabal  which,  whether  distrust,  and  then  to  quarrel  with  his  •>««■>«», 

it  supports  or  q>poses,  equally  disgraces  and  among  whom,  by  the  same  arts,  they  excite  t 

equally  betrays  thnn.    It  is  soon  found  neces-  similar  diffidence  of  him ;  so  that  in  this  ran- 

sary  to  get  rid  oi  the  heads  of  administration ;  tual  fear  and  distrust,  he  may  sufier  himself  to 

but  it  is  of  the  heads  only.    As  there  always  be  employed  as  the  instrument  in  the  changv 

are  many  rotten  members  belenging  to  the  b^t  which  is  brought  about.    Afterwards  they  ara 

connections,  it  is  not  hard  to  persuade  several  sure  to  destroy  him  in  his  turn,  by  setting  up  in 

lo  continue  in  office  without  their  leaders.    By  his  place  some  person  in  whom  he  had  himsdf 

this  means  the  party  goes  out  much  thinner  reposed  the  greatest  confidence,  and  who  serres 

:han  it  came  in ;  and  is  only  reduced  in  strength  to  carry  cS[  a  considerable  part  of  his  adhe- 

by  its  temporary  possession  of  power.     Be-  rents. 

sides,  if  by  accident,  or  in  course  of  changes,  When  such  a  person  has  broke  in  this  man- 
that  power  should  be  recovered,  the  junto  have  ncr  with  his  connections,  he  is  soon  compelled 
thrown  up  a  retrenchment  of  these  carcasses,  to  commit  some  flagrant  act  of  iniquitous  pei^ 
which  may  serve  to  cover  themselves  in  a  day  sonal  hostility  against  some  of  them,  (mich  as 
of  danger.  They  conclude,  not  unwisely,  that  an  aUempt  to  strip  a  particular  friend  of  his 
such  rotten  member*  will  become  the  6rst  ob-  fiunily  estate,)  by  which  the  cabal  hope  to  reo- 
jccts  of  disgust  and  resentment  to  their  ancient  der  the  parties  utterly  irreconcilable.  In  truth, 
c-^unectioai.  they  have  so  contrived  matters,  that  people 

They  cont.n/e  to  form  in  the  outward  adroi-  have  a  greater  hatred  to  the  subordinate  instru- 

nistration  two  parties  at  the  least ;    which,  mcnts  than  to  the  principal  movers. 

whilst  they  are  tearing  one  another  to  pieces.  As  in  destroying  their  enemies  they  make 

are  both  competitors  for  the  favour  and  protoo-  use  of  instruments  not  immediately  belooginf 

hon  of  the  cabal ;  and,  by  their  emulation,  con-  to  their   corps,  so  in   advancing  their   own 

tribute  to  throw  every  thing  more  and  more  friends  they  pursue  exactly  the  same  method. 

mto  the  hands  of  the  interiour  managers.  T«^romote  any  of  them  to  considerable  rank 

A  minister  of  state  will  sometimes  keep  him-  or  emolument,  they  commonly  take  care  that 

self  totally  estranged  from  all  his  colleagues ;  the  recommendation  shall  pass  through  tha 

will  differ  from  Uiem  in  their  councils,  will  hands  of  the  ostensible  ministry:  such  a  rocom- 

privately  traverse,  and  publicly  oppose,  their  mendalion  might  however  appear  to  the  world, 

measures.    He  will,  however,  continue  in  his  as  some  proof  of  the  credit  of  ministers,  and 

employment.  Instead  of  suflering  any  mark  of  some  means  of  increasing  their  strength.    To 

displeasure,  he  will  be  distinguished  by  an  prevent  tliis,  the  persons  so  advance^  are 

unbounded   profusion  of  court  rewards  and  directed,   in  all  companies,   industriously  to 

caresses ;  because  he  does  what  is  expected,  declare,  that  they  are  under  no  obligations 

and  all  that  is  expected,  from  men  in  office,  whatsoever  to  administration ;  that  they  havo 

Ho  helps  to  keep  some  form  of  administration  received  their  office  from  another  quarter ;  thai 

in  being,  and  keeps  it  at  the  same  time  as  they  are  totally  free  and  indepimdent. 

weak  and  divided  as  possible.  When  the  faction  has  any  job  of  lucre  to 

However,  we  must  take  care  not  to  be  mis-  obtain,  or  ci  vengeance  to  perpetrate,  their 

'.akcn,  or  to  imagine  that  such  persons  have  way  is,  to  select,  for  the  execution,  those  vetj 

any  weight  in  their  opposition.     When,  by  persons  to  whose  habits,  friendships,  princi- 

them,  administration  is  convinced  of  its  insig-  pics,  and  declarations,  such  proceedings  are 

nificancy,  they  are  soon  to  be  convinced  of  their  publicly  known  to  be  the  most  adverse;  at 

own.    They  never  are  suffered  to  succeed  in  once  to  render  the  instruments  the  more  odious, 

tlieir  opposition.    They  and  the  world  are  to  and  therefore  the  more  dependent,  and  to  pre- 

be  satisfied,  that,  neither  office,  nor  author!^,  vent  the  people  from  ever  reposing  a  ooq6> 

nor  property,  nor  ability,  eloquence,  counsel,  dence  in  any  appearance  of  pri>'ate  fiiendshipj 

skill,  or  union,  are  of  the  least  importance ;  but  or  public  principle. 

that  the  mere  influence  of  the  court,  naked  of  If  the  administration  seem  now  and  thei^ 

all  support,  and  destitute  of  all  management,  is  from  remissness,  or  from  fear  of  making  thflm> 

abundantly  sufficient  for  all  its  own  purposes.  selves   disagreeable,    to   suffer  any   popuiai 

When  any  adverse  connection  is  to  be  d^  excesses  to  go  unpunished,  the  cabal  immedi- 

stroyed.  fie  cabal  seldom  appear  in  the  wcHc  ately  sets  up  some  creature  of  theirs  to  raist 

Themselves.     1'hey  find  out  some  pers(Mi  of  a  clamour  against  the  ministers,  as  having 

whom  the  party  entertains  an  high  opinion,  shamefully  betrayed  the  dignity  of  government. 

Sudi  a  person  they  endeavour  to  delude  with  Then  they  compel  the  ministry  to  become  MS 

various  pretences.     They  teach  him  first  to  tive  in  conferring  rewutls  and  honours  on  the 
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who  have  been  he  instrunients  of  their  Tcniency  of  public  arrangement  is  available  to 

dbvi^ace ;  and,  after  having  first  viliAed  them  remove  any  one  of  th^m  from  the  8peci6c  situ- 

with  the  higher  orders  for  suffering  the  laws  to  ation  he  hdds ;  and  the  slightest  atten^t  up<»i 

deep  over  the  licentiousness  of  the  populace,  one  of  them,  by  the  most  powerful  minister 

they  drive  them  (in  order  to  make  amends  for  is  a  certain  preliminary  to  his  own  destruction 

tketr  former  inactivity)  to  some  act  of  atrc^  Conscious  of  their  independence,  they  bear 


violence,  which  renders  them  completely  themselves  with  a  lofty  air  to  the  exterioui 

•bhotred  by  the  peofde.    They  who  remember  ministers.     Like  Janissaries,  they  derive  a 

te  nets  which  attended  the  Middlesex  elec-  kind  of  freedom  from  the  very  condition  of  then 

tion ;  the  opening  of  the  present  parliament ;  servitude.    They  may  act  just  as  they  please ; 

and  the  transactions  relative  to  Saint  George's  provided  they  are  true  to  the  great  ruling  prin- 

Pidds,  will  not  be  at  a  loss  for  an  application  ciple  of  their  institution.    It  is,  therefore,  not 

of  these  remarks.  at  all  wonderful,  that  people  should  bo  so  drai- 

That  this  body  may  be  enabled  to  compaai  rous  of  adding  themselves  to  that  body,  in 

iB  the  ends  of  its  institution,  its  members  are  which  they  may  possess  and  reconcile  satisfao- 

xareely  ever  to  aim  at  the  high  and  responsi-  tioos  the  most  alluring,  and  seemingly  the  most 

Ue  offices  of  the  state.    They  are  distributed  contradictory ;  enjoying  at  once  all  the  spirited 

wilhart  and  judgment  through  all  the  secondary,  pleasure  of  independence,  and  all  the  gross 

but  efficient,  departments  of  office,  and  throu^  lucre  and  &t  emoluments  of  servitude. 

Ae  hooseholds  of  all  the  branches  of  the  royal  Here  is  a  sketch,  though  a  slight  one,  of  the 

faafly:  so  as  on  one  hand  to  occupy  aU  the  constitution,  laws,  and  policy,  of  this  new 

neones  to  the  throne ;  and  on  the  other  to  for-  court  corporation.     The  name  by  which  they 

«»d  or  frustrate  the  execution  of  any  measure,  choose  to  distinguish  themselves,  is  that  of 

aoootding  to  their  own  interests.    For  with  the  king^t  merij  or  the  king'g  friend*,  by  on  invidi- 

credit  and  suppcnrt  which  they  are  known  to  ous  exclusion  of  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's  most 

bare,  though  for  the  greater  part  in  places  loyal  and  affectionate  subjects.     The  whola 

vhiefa  are  only  a  genteel  excuse  for  salary,  they  system,  comprehending  the  extcriour  and  inte- 

fomem  all  the  influence  of  the  highest  post;  riour  administrations,  is  commonly  called  in 

■d  d>^  dictate  publicly  in  almost  every  thing,  the  technical  language  of  the  court,  dotMe  cobi- 

efoi  with  a  parade  cf  superiority.    Whenever  net ;  in  French  or  English  as  you  choose  to  pro* 

dMy  dissent  (as  it  often  happens)  from  their  nounce  it. 

ioniBad  leaders,  the  trained  part  of  the  senate,  Whether  all  this  be  a  vision  of  a  distracted 

wsfiiiifirril/  in  the  secret,  is  sure  to  follow  brain,  or  the  invention  (^a  malicious  heart,  or 

ikBsa;  provided  the  leaders,  sensible  of  their  a  real  faction  in  the  country,  must  be  judged  by 

iHnatioa,  do  not  of  themselves  recede  in  time  the  appearances  which  things  have  worn  for 

frosa  their  most  declared  opinions.   This  latter  eight  years  past.    Thus  far  X  am  certain,  that 

is  geoeraHy  the  case.    It  will  not  be  conceiv-  there  is  not  a  single  public  man,  in  or  out  of 

abb  to  any  one  wno  has  not  seen  it,  what  plea-  office,  who  has  not,  at  some  time  or  other,  borne 

is  taken  by  the  cabal  in  rendering  these  testimony  to  the  truth  of  what  I  have  now 

of  office  thoroughly  contemptible  and  related.    In  particular,  no  persons  have  been 

And  when  they  are  become  so,  more  strong  in  their  assertions,  and  louder  and 

ih^  have  then  the  best  chance  for  being  well  more  indecent  in  their  complaints,  than  those 

npportad.  ^  who  compose  all  the  exteriour  part  of  the  pre- 

Tba  memibers  of  the  court  faction  are  fully  sent  administration ;  in  whose  time  that  faction 

for  not  holding  places  on  the  slip-  has  arrived  at  such  an  height  of  power,  and  of 

bei^its  of  the  kingdom,  not  only  by  the  boklness  in  the  use  of  it,  as  may,  in  the  end, 

in  nl  affairs,  but  also  by  the  perfect  seco-  perhaps  bring  about  its  total  destruction. 

rily  in  which  they  enjoy  less  conspicuous,  but  It  is  true,  that  about  four  years  ago,  during 

very  advantageous  situations.    Their  places  the  administration  of  the  Marquis  tif  Rocking 

tra  m  express  legal  tenure,  or  in  effect  all  of  ham,  an  attempt  was  made  to  carry  on  govern* 

(tmm  tan  life.    Whilst  tbe  first  and  hkX  re-  ment  without  their  concurrence.     However 

tfff^nM*  persons  in  the  kingdom  ixe  tossed  this  was  only  a  transient  cloud ;  they  were  hii 

■koot  like  tennis  balls,  the  sport  of  a  blind  and  out  for  a   momact     and  their   constellatiTi 

iMslent  caprice,  no  minister  dares evento  cast  blazed  out  with  greater  brightness,  and  a  &f 

■I  olibqiae  ^ance  at  the  lowesi  of  their  body,  more  vigorous  influence,  some  time  afler  it  wa^ 

if  ■■  attempc  be  made  upon  one  of  this  corps,  9.own  over.     An  attempt  was  at  that  tin* 

iiHMdiately  he  flies  to  sanctuary,  and  pretends  maoe  ^txit  witnout  any  idea  of  proscriptior.; 

tolht  most  inviolable  of  all  promises.  No  con-  to  break  their  corps,  to  discountenance  theV 
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doetrines,  to  revive  coimectioQs  of  a  different  of  public  counsds  upon  private  will  and  fiiToat, 

kind,  to  restore  the  principles  and  policy  of  the  possibly  may  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Elan 

Whigs,  to  reanimate  the  cause  of  Uberty  by  of  Bute.    It  matters  little  whether  be  be  die 

ministerial  countenance ;  and  then  for  the  6rst  friend  or  the  enemy  of  that  particular  pMvoB. 

time  were  men  seen  attached  in  office  to  every  But  let  him  be  who  or  what  he  will,  he  abets  a 

principle  they  had  maintained  in  opposition,  (action  that  is  driving  hard  to  the  ruin  of  his 

No  one  will  doubt,  that  such  men  were  abhor-  country.    He  is  sapping  the  foundatioa  of  it* 

red  and  violently  opposed  by  the  court  (action,  liberty,  disturbing  the  sources  of  its  domertie 

and  that  such  a  system  ooidd  have  but  a  short  tranquillity,  weakening  its  government  over  it* 

duration.  depoidencies,  degrading  it  from  all  its  ina^MT- 

It  may  appear  somewhat  affected,  that  in  so  tance  in  the  system  of  Europe, 

much  disoourse  upon  this  extraordinary  party.  It  is  this  unnatural  infusion  of  a  aysfeai  tf 

I  should  say  so  little  of  the  Earl  of  Bute,  who  favouritism  into  a  government  which  in  a  gremt 

is  the  supposed  head  of  it    But  this  was  nei-  part  of  its  constitution  is  popular,  that  has 

ther  owing  to  affectation  nor  inadvertence.    I  raised  the  present  ferment  in  the  nation.    The 

have  carefully  avoided  the  introduction  of  per-  people,  without  entering  deeply  into  its  prin- 

sonal  reflections  of  any  kind.  "Much  the  greater  ciples,  could  plainly  perceive  its  effects,  in 

part  of  the  topics  which  have  been  used  to  much  violence,  in  a  great  spirit  of  innovation, 

blacken  this  nobleman,  are  either  unjust  or  and  a  general  disorder  in  all  the  functions  of 

frivolous.    At  best,  they  have  a  tendency  to  government     I  keep  my  eye  solely  on  this 

give  the  resentment  of  this  bitter  calami^  a  system ;  if  I  speak  of  those  measures  whidi 

wrong  direction,  and  to  turn  a  public  grievance  ^Mive  arisen  fipom  it,  it  will  be  so  far  only  as 

into  a  mean,  personal,  or  a  dangerous  national  they  illustrate  the  general  sdieme.    Thn  is 

quarrel.    Where  there  is  a  regular  scheme  of  the  fountain  of  all  those  bitter  waten  of  whicfa, 

operations  carried  on,  it  is  the  sjrstem,  and  not  through  an  hundred  different  conduits,  we  fascvs 

any  individual  person  who  acts  in  it,  that  is  drunk  until  we  are  ready  to  burst    The  dm* 

truly  dangerous.    This  system  has  not  arisen  cretionary  power  of  the  crown  in  the  fofmation 

solely  from  the  ambition  of  Lord  Bute,  but  of  ministry,  abused  by  bad  or  weak  men,  has 

from  the  circumstances  which  fiivoured  it,  and  given  rise  to  a  system,  which,  without  di* 

from  an  indifference  to  the  constitution  which  rectly  violating  the  letter  of  any  law,  operatss 

had  been  fcM-  some  time  growing  among  our  against  the  spirit  of  the  whole  constitution, 

gentry.    We  should  have  been  tried  with  it,  if  A  plan  of  favouritism  for  our  executory  g(H 

tiie  Earl  of  Bute  had  never  existed ;  and  it  vemroent  is  essentially  at  variance  with  dM 

will  want  neither  a  contriving  head  nor  active  plan  of  our  legislature.  One  groat  end  UDdonfa^ 

members,  when  the  Earl  of  Bute  exists  no  edly  of  a  mixed  government  like  ours,  composed 

longer.    It  is  not,  therefore,  to  rail  at  Lord  of  monarchy,  and  o£  controls,  on  the  narC  «f 

Bute,  but  6ndy  to  embody  against  this  court  the  higher  people  and  the  bwer,  is,  tmrt  lbs 

party  and  its  practices,  whidb  can  afford  us  prince  shall  not  bo  able  to  violate  the  laws: 

any  prospect  of  relief  in  our  present  condi-  This  is  useful  indeed  and  fundamental,    fiat 

tion.  this,  even  at  first  view,  is  no  more  than  aneg»> 

Another  motive  induces  me  to  put  the  per-  tive  advantage ;  an  armour  merely  dcfeusite. 

sonal  consideration  of  Lord  Bute,  wholly  out  It  is  therefore  next  in  order,  and  equal  in  io^ 

of  the  question.    He  communicates  very  Utde  portance,  thai  the  diuretionanf  potoen  tdock  mt 

in  a  direct  manner  with  the  greater  part  of  *nxr  neceuarUyvaltd  in.  the  monarchy  whether  Jbr  A§ 

men  of  business.    This  has  never  been  his  execution  of  the  lawe^  or  for  the  nomtiuDieii  U 

custom.  It  is  enou|^  for  him  that  he  surrounds  magiatracy   and  office^   or  for  eonductmg'  IJW 

them  with  his  creatures.     Several  imagine,  qffhire  of  peace  and  tear,  or  for  ordering  tfcs 

therefore,  that  they  have  a  very  good  excuse  revenue,  should  allbeexerased  upon  public  prv^ 

foi  doing  all  the  work  of  this  faction,  when  dples  and  national  grounds,  and  not  en  ^  ' 

they  have  no  personal  connection  with  Lord  Wangs  or  pr^udices,  the  intrigues  or  poUdeg,  of 

Bute.     But  whoever  becomes  a  party  to  an  a  court.    This,  I  said,  is  equal  in  importance 

administration,  con^Msed  of  insulated  indivi-  to  the  securing  a  government  according  to  law. 

duals,  without  faith  plighted,  tie,  or  common  The  laws  reach  but  a  very  little  way.    Cod* 

principle;   an  administration  constitutionally  stitute  government  how  you  please,  infinitetf 

impotent,  because  supported  by  no  par^  in  the  greater  part  of  it  must  depend  upon  the 

the  nation ;  he  who  contributes  to  destroy  the  exercise  <^  the  powers  which  are  left  at  large 

connections  of  men  and  their  trust  in  one  to  the  prudence  and  uprightness  of  minisfesn 

another,  or  in  any  sort  to  throw  the  dependence  of  state.    Even  all  the  use  and  potency  of  ifai 
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depends  upoo  them.     Widioixt  thorn,  torysystein  to  be  composed  ofpersons  on  whom 

your  oommonweahh  is  no  better  than  a  tcheroe  diey  have  no  dependence,  and  whom  no  proofii 

iqMD  ^»per ;  and  not  a  liring,  active,  eSective  of  the  public  love  and  confidence  have  recom- 

eeoatitution.    It  is  possible,  that  through  negU-  mended  to  those  powers,  upon  the  use  of  which 

Mooe,  or  ignorance,  or  design  artiullj  con*  the  very  being  of  the  state  depends. 

ineCed,  ministers  may  suffer  one  part  of  govern-  The  popular  election  of  magistrates,  and 

meaX  to  langoidi,  another  to  be  perverted  from  popular  disposition  of  rewards  and  honours,  is 

hs  purposes,  and  every  valuable  interest  of  the  one  of  the  first  advantages  of  a  firee  state. 

BoaBtry  to  &I1  into  ruin  and  decay,  without  Without  it,  or  soroethmg  equivalent  to  it,  peiv 

posmbiUty  of  fixing  any  single  act  on  which  a  haps  the  people  cannot  long  enjoy  the  substance 

criminal  prosecution  can  be  justly  |;rounded.  of  freedom ;   certainly  none  of  the  vivifying 

The  dne  arrangement  of  men  in  the  active  part  energy  of  good  government.    The  frame  of 

sf  the  state,  tu  fi«m  being  foreign  to  the  pur-  our  commonwealth  did  not  admit  of  such  an 

poses  ofa  wise  government,  ought  to  be  among  actual  election ;   but  it  provided  as  well,  and 

its  very  first  and  dearest  objects.     When,  (while  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  is  pre- 

^kerefore,  the  abettors  of  the  new  system  tell  served)  better  for  all  the  efiects  of  it  than  by 

Ji,  that  between  them  and  their  opposers  there  the  method  of  suffrage  in  any  democratic  state 

is  nothing  but  a  struggle  for  power,  and  that  whatsoever.    It  had  always,  until  of  late,  been 

^lerefere  we  are  no  ways  concerned  in  it ;  we  held  the  first  duty  of  Parliament,  to  r^fu$e  to 

■Mt  tall  those  who  have  the  impudence  to  mqfport  Chvernmentf  untU  power  was  m  tht 

iHrit  vm  in  this  manner,  that  of  all  things  we  hmdM  qfpenoru  vohou>ereaoceptti)k  to  thepeo' 

00^  to  be  the  most  concerned,  who  and  what  pUy  or  whiU ybctiont  precbmmated  in  the  Court 

sort  ofmen  they  are,  that  hold  the  trust  of  every  in  tohieh  the  nation  had  no  oof\/ldenee.    ThusaQ 

that  is  dear  to  us.  Nothing  can  render  the  good  efi*ects  of  popular  election  were  sup- 
a  point  of  indifference  to  the  nation,  but  posed  to  be  secured  to  us,  without  the  mischiefii 
either  render  us  totally  desperate,  attending  on  perpetual  intrigue,  and  a  distinct 
or  sooth  «»  into  the  security  of  ideots.  We  canvass  for  every  particular  office  throughout 
■DBl  soften  into  a  credulity  below  the  milki-  .  the  body  of  the  people.  This  was  the  most 
IBM  of  in&ncy,  to  think  all  men  virtuous.  We  noble  and  refined  part  of  our  constitution. 
■Dst  be  tainted  with  a  malignity  truly  diabo-  The  people,  by  their  representatives  and 
fietl,  to  believe  all  the  world  to  be  equally  grandees,  were  intrusted  with  a  deliberative 
and  corrupt  Men  are  in  public  life  power  in  making  laws ;  the  king  with  the  con- 
in  private,  some  good,  some  evil.  The  troul  of  his  negative.  The  king  was  intrusted 
of  the  one,  SLiid  the  depression  of  the  with  the  deliberative  choice  and  the  election 
',  are  the  first  objects  of  all  true  policy,  to  office ;  the  people  had  the  negative  in  a  par- 
Bat  that  form  of  government,  which,  neither  in  liamentary  refiisal  to  support.  Formerly  this 
its  direct  institutions,  nor  in  their  immediate  power  of  oontroul  was  what  kept  ministers  in 
mdenqr,  has  contrived  to  throw  its  affairs  awe  of  parliaments,  and  parliaments  in  revo- 
hlD  the  most  trast-worthy  hands,  but  has  left  rence  with  the  people.  If  the  use  of  this  power 
ili  wbote  executory  system  to  be  disposed  of  of  controul  on  the  system  and  persons  of  admi 
agreeably  to  the  unoontrouled  pleasure  of  any  nistration  is  gone,  every  thing  is  lost,  parlia- 
Me  man,  however  excellent  or  virtuous,  is  a  ment  and  all.  We  may  assure  ourselves,  that 
iko  of  pcJity  defective  not  only  in  that  mem-  if  parliament  will  tamely  see  evU  men  take  po»- 
Bsr,  bat  eoosequentially  erroneous  in  every  session  of  all  the  strong  hokls  (^  their  country, 
part  of  iL  and  allow  them  time  and  means  to  fortify  them- 
Ib  arbitrary  governments,  the  constitution  selves,  under  a  pretence  of  giving  them  a  fail 
af  dis  ministry  (bUows  the  constitution  of  the  trial,  and  upon  a  hope  of  discovering,  whethei 
hfislaluie.  Both  the  law  and  the  magistrate  they  will  not  be  reformed  by  power,  and  whe- 
aro  die  creatmres  of  wilL  It  must  be  so.  No-  ther  their  measures  will  not  be  better  than  theii 
fhii^,  indeed,  will  appear  more  certain,  on  any  morals ;  sudi  a  paiiiament  will  give  counte- 
tah^ble  ooosideration  of  this  matter,  than  that  nance  to  their  measures  also,  \Hiatever  that 

sarf  of  government  ought  to  have  itt  admi'  pariiament  may  pretend,  and  whatever  those 

corretpondent  to  iti  legidature.     If  it  measures  may  be. 

be  otherwise,  things  must  &11  into  an  Every  good  political  institution  must  have  a 

disorder.    The  people  of  a  firee  com-  preventive  operation  as  wril  as  a  remedial.   It 

eahh,  who  have  taken  such  care  that  their  ought  to  have  a  natural  tendency  to  exdude 

abonki  be  the  result  of  general  consent,  bad  men  fipom  government,  and  not  to  trust  for 

be  so  aenseleas  as  to  si^or  their  execu-  the  safety  of  the  state  to  subsequent  punishment 
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alone :  punishment,  which  has  ever  been  tardj  and  pidiUc  men,  must  be  sutaiUed  .o  Ibe 

and  uncertain ;  and  whidi,  vrhen  power  is  su^  judgment  and   good  sense  of  the  poopU  «f 

fered  in  bad  hands,  may  chance  to  fid!  rather  England. 

CB  the  injured  than  the  criminaL  Cunning  men  are  here  apt  to  bvedk  in,  9/tdf 

Beibre  men  are  put  fonnpud  into  the  great  without  directlj  controverting  the  principla,  to 

fusts  of  the  state,  they  ought  by  their  conduct  raise  objections  from  the  difficulty  under 

to  hare  obtained  such  a  degree  of  estimation  in  the  sovereign  labours,  to  distinguish  the 

their  country,  as  may  be  some  sort  of  pledge  ine  voice  and  sentiments  of  his  people, 

and  security  to  the  public,  that  they  will  not  the  clamour  of  a  faction,  by  whidi  itisso 

abuse  those  trusts.     It  is  no  mean  security  for  counterfeited.    The  nation,  they  say,  is 

a  proper  use  of  power,  that  a  man  has  shewn  rally  divided  into  parties,  with  views  and  pa»» 

by  the  general  tenour  of  his  actions,  that  the  sioos  utttaiy  irreconcilable.   If  the  king  sfaoukl 

afiectioo,  the  good  opinion,  the  confidence,  of  put  his  affairs  into  the  hands  of  any  one  of 

his  fellow  citizens  have  been  among  the  princi-  them,  he  is  sure  to  disgust  the  rest ;   if  he 

pal  objects  of  his  life ;  and  that  he  has  owed  select  particular  men  from  among  them  all,  it 

none  of  the  degradations  of  his  power  or  fortune  is  an  hazard  that  he  disgusts  them  all.   Thoa* 

to  a  settled  contempt,  or  occasional  forfeiture  who  are  left  out,  however  divided  befero,  wiD 

of  their  esteem.  soon  r\m  into  a  body  of  opposition ;  whidi,  be* 

That  man  who  before  he  comes  into  power  ing  a  collection  of  many  discontents  into 

nas  no  friends,  or  who  coming  into  power  is  focus,  will  without  doubt  be  hot  and 

obliged  to  desert  his  friends,  or  ik^o  losing  it  enough.    Faction  will  moke  its  cries 

has  no  friends  to  sympathize  witMiim ;  he  v^o  through  the  nation,  as  if  the  whole  were  in  ao 

nas  no  sway  among  any  part  of  the  landed  or  uproar,  when  by  far  the  majority,  and  modi 

commercial  interest,  but  whose  whole  impor-  the  better  part,  will  seem  for  a  while  as  it  wera 

tance  has  begun  with  his  (^ice,  and  is  sure  to  annihilated  by  the  quiet  in  which  their  virtat 

end  with  it ;  is  a  person  who  ought  never  to  and  moderation  indine  them  to  enjoy  the  blen- 

be  suffered  by  a  controuling  paiiiaroent  to  con-  sings  of  government  Besides  that  the  opinion 

tinue  in  any  of  those  situations  which  confer  .  ofthe  mere  vulgar  is  a  miserable  rtile  even  widi 

the  lead  and  direction  of  all  our  public  affairs ;  regard  to  themselves,  on  account  of  thoir  no* 

because  such  a  man  ha$  no  connection  toUh  the  lence  and  instability.    So  that  if  you  were  to 

inUreet  of  the  people.  gratify  them  in  their  humour  to-day,  that  veiy 

Those  knots  or  cabals  of  men  who  have  got  gratificatimi  would  be  a  ground  c^  their  di»* 

together,  avowedly  without  any  public  princi-  satisfaction  on  the  next.     Now  as  all  these 

pie,  in  order  to  sell  their  conjunct  iniquity  at  rules  of  public  opinion  are  to  be  collected  widi 

the   higher  rate,  and   are  therefore   univer-  great  difficulty,  and  to  be  applied  with  eqad 

sally  odious,  ought  never  to  be  suffered  to  uncertainty  as  to  the  effect,  what  better  can  ft 

domineer  in  the  state ;  because  they  have  no  king  of  England  do,  than  to  empl<^  such  man 

oonnectum  with  the  eentimente  and  opinions  of  as  he  finds  to  have  views  and  inclinations  moit 

the  people.  conformable  to  his  own ;  who  are  least  infected 

These  are  considerations  which  in  my  opi-  with  pride  and  self-wiU,  and  who  are  leaiM 

nion  enforce  the  necessity  of  having  some  better  movod  by  such  popular  humours  as  are  perpe* 

roason,  in  a  free  country,  and  a  free  parliament,  tually  traversing  his  designs,  and  disturbing  hit 

for  supporting  the  ministers  of  the  crown,  than  service ;  trusting  that,  when  he  means  no  iU  to 

that  short  one,  J%at  the  king  hoe  thought  proper  his  people,  he  will  be  supported  in  his  appojnW 

10  appoint  them.     There  is  something  very  ments,  whether  he  chooses  to  keep  or  tu  change, 

courtly  in  this.    But  it  is  a  principle  pregnant  as  his  private  judgment  or  his  pleasure  leaidi 

with  all  sorts  of  mischief,  in  a  constitution  like  him?  He  will  find  a  sure  resource  in  the  real 

ours,  to  turn  the  vievrs  of  active  men  from  the  weight  and  influence  of  the  crown,  when  it  it 

country  to  the  court.     Whatever  be  the  road  not  suffered  to  become  an  instrument  in  the 

to  power,  that  is  the  road  which  will  be  trod,  hands  of  a  faction. 

If  the  opinion  of  the  country  be  of  no  use  as  a  I  Mrill  not  pretend  to  say  that  there  is  nothing 

means  of  power  or  consideration,  iie  qualities  at  all  in  this  mode  of  reasoning ;  because  I  wfll 

which  usually  procure  that  opinion  will  be  no  not  assert  that  there  is  no  difficult  in  the  ait 

long<r  cultivated.     And  whether  it  will   be  of  government.     Undoubtedly  the  very  beat 

rightj  in  a  state  so  popular  in  its  constitution  administration  must  encounter  a  great  deal  of 

as  ours,  to  leave  ambition  without  popular  oppositicm  ;  and  the  very  worst  will  find  mora 

motives,  and  to  trust  all  to  the  operation  of  support  than  it  deserves.    Sufficient  appeaiw 

pore  virtue  in  the  minds  of  kin^  and  ministen,  ances  will  never  be  wanting  to  those  who  have 
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«  nuud  to  deceiro  themselres.    It  b  a  fallacy  tial  yeofuanry,  must  interpose,  to  rescue  their 
in  oanstant  use  with  those  who  would  level  all  prince,  themselves,  and  their  posterity. 
things^  and  confound  right  with  wrong,  to  insist  We  are  at  present  at  issue  upon  this  point. 
i^ioo  the  inconveniences  which  are  attached  We  are  in  the  great  crisis  of  this  contention; 
to  every  choice,  without  taking  into  considera-  and  the  part  which  men  take  one  way  or  other, 
lioD  the  different  weight  and  ocmsequence  of  will  serve  to  discriminate  their  characters  and 
inooaveniencei..    The  question  is  not  their  principles.    Until  the  matter  is  decided, 
a6«o/ttle  discontent  or  jper^  satis-  the  country  will  remain  in  its  present  con- 
bctioa  in  government ;  neither  of  which  can  fusion.    For  while  a  system  of  administration 
he  pure  and  unmixed  at  any  time,  or  upon  any  is  attempted,  entirely  repugnant  to  the  genius 
tf^UsoL    The  controversy  is  about  that  degree  of  the  people,  and  not  conformable  to  the  plan 
ff  good-humour  in  the  people,  which  may  pos-  of  their  government,  every  thing  must  necMK* 
libi^  be  attained,  and  ought  certainly  to  be  sarily  be  disordered  (or  a  time,  until  this  system 
hdted  far.    While  some  politicians  may  be  destroys  the  constitution,  or  the  constitution 
wutiDg  to  know  whether  the  sense  of  every  gets  the  better  of  this  system. 
indrridoal  be  against  them,  accurately  distin-  There  is  in  my  opinion,  a  peculiar  vonom 
IMiriung  the  vulgar  firom  the  better  sort,  draw-  and  malignity  in  this  political  distemper  be- 
ing Unee  between  the  enterprises  ci  a  faction  yond  any  that  I  have  h^ud  or  read  of.    In  for- 
lad  the  efibrta  of  a  people,  they  may  chance  to  mer  times  the  projectors  of  arbitrary  govem- 
IM  iho  gofvemment,  which  they  are  so  nicely  ment  attacked  only  the  liberties  of  their  coun- 
and  dividing,  and   distinguishing,  try;  a  design  surely  mischievous  enough  to 
to  the  ground  in  the  midst  of  their  wise  have  satisfied  a  mind  of  the  most  unruly  ambi- 
Miberation.    Prudent  men,  when  so  great  an  ti(Ni.    But  a  system  unfavourable  to  freedom 
as  the  security  of  government,  or  even  may  be  so  formed,  as  considerably  to  exalt  the 
,  M  at  stako,  will  not  run  the  risk  of  a  grandeur  of  the  state ;  and  men  may  find  in  the 
which  may  be  fatal  to  it.    They  who  pride  and  splendour  of  that  prosperity  some 
CMraad  the  political  sky  will  see  a  hurricane  sort  of  consolation  for  the  loss  of  their  solid 
ii  a  doud  no  bigger  than  a  hand  at  the  very  privileges.    Indeed  the  increase  of  the  power 
•dgs  of  the  horizon,  and  will  run  into  the  first  of  the  state  has  often  been  urged  by  artful  men, 
luriMor.    No  lines  can  bo  laid  down  for  civil  as  a  pretext  for  some  abridgment  of  the  public 
m  political  wisdom.    They  are  a  matter  inca-  liberty.    But  the  scheme  of  the  junto  under 
ptble  of  exact  definition.    But,  though  no  man  consideration,  not  only  strikes  a  palsy  intp 
draw  a  stroke  between  the  confines  of  day  every  nerve  of  our  free  constitution,  but  in  the 
night,  jet  light  and  darkness  are  upon  the  same  degree  benumbs  and  stupifies  the  whole 
tolmbly  distinguishable.    Nor  will  it  be  executive  power ;  rendering  government  in  all 
for  a  prince  to  find  out  such  a  mode  Hs  grand  operations  languid,  uncertain,  ine^ 
of  gureiuiaent,  and  such  persons  to  administer  fcctive ;  making  ministers  fearful  of  attempt- 
it,  ■•  wiO  give  a  great  degree  of  content  to  his  ing,  and  incapable  of  executing,  any  useful 
peoplo;  without  any  curious  and  anxious  re-  plan  of  domestic  arrangement,  or  of  foreign 
for  that  abstract,  universal,  perfect  bar-  politics.    It  tends  to  produce  neither  the  secu- 
,  whidi,  while  he  is  seeking,  he  abandons  rity  of  a  fVee  government,  nor  the  energy  of  a 
ef  ordinary  tranquility  which  are  monarchy  that  is  absolute.    Accordingly  the 
■  km  power  without  any  research  at  all.  crown  has  dwindled  away,  in  proportion  to  the 
it  ii  not  more  the  duty  than  it  is  the  interest  unnatural  and  turgid  growth  of  this  cxcrci^cence 
dt  a  prmee,  to  aim  at  giving  tranquillity  to  his  on  the  court. 

govenanenL    But  those  who  advise  him  may  The  interiour  ministry  are  sensible,  that  war 

hsfo  an  interest  in  disorder  and  confusion.    Hf  is  a  situation  which  sets  in  its  full  light  the 

the  opinion  of  the  people  is  against  them,  they  value  of  the  hearts  of  a  people ;  and  they  weU 

w9  nalnrany  wish  that  it  riiouki  have  no  pre*  know,  that  the  beginning  of  the  importance  of 

Here  it  is  that  the  people  must  on  the  people  must  be  the  end  of  theirs.    For  this 

part  shew  themselves  sensible  of  their  reason  they  discover  upon  all  occasions  the 

vmhie.    Their  whoie  importance,  in  the  utmost  fear  of  every  thing,  which  by  possibility 

inataiice,  and  afterwards  their  whole  free-  may  lead  to  such  an  event.    I  do  not  mean 

is  at  stake.    Their  fireedom  cannot  long  that  they  manifrat  any  of  that  pious  fear  which 

their  importance.     Here  it  is  that  the  is  backward  to  C(mimit  the  safety  of  the  country 

girength  of  the  kingdonr,  the  great  to  the  dubious  experiment  of  war.  Such  a  fear, 

the  leading  landed  gentlemen,  the  opu-  being  the  tetuler  sensation  of  virtue,  excited, 

*CHtntrdiaiiti  and  manufocturora,  the  subatan-  as  it  is  regulated,  by  reason,  frequently  «;hew<i 
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itself  in  a  seasonable  boldness,  whidi  keeps  ter  treated  with  the  oootempt  that  was  natnnl* 

danger  at  a  distance,  by  seeming  to  despise  iL  as  he  was  assured,  from  the  ambassador  of  hk 

Their  fear  betrays  to  the  first  glance  of  the  eye,  cocirt  to  ours,  that  these  orders  of  Lord  Shel  -^ 

its  true  cause,  and  its  real  object.     Foreign  bume  were  not  supported  by  the  rest  <£  tbe 

powers,  confident  in  the  knowledge  of  their  (I  had  like  to  hare  said  British)  administnp 

character,  have  not  scrupled  to  riolate  the  most  tioo.    Lord  Rochford,  a  man  of  spirit,  couk: 

■olenon  treaties;  and,  in  defiance  of  them  to  not  endure  this  situatiop.    The  ooanqaeneea 

make  conquests  in  the  midst  ofa  general  peace,  were,  however,   curious.     He  returns  irosn 

and  in  the  heart  of  Europe.    Such  was  the  Paris,  and  comes  home  full  of  anger.    Lord 

c«aquo8t  of  Corsica,  by  the  professed  enemies  Shelbume,  who  gave  the  orders,  is  obliged  tc 

of  the  freedom  of  mankind,  in  defiance  of  those  give  up  the  seals.  Lord  Rochford,  who  cribey«c 

who  were  formerly  its  professed  defenders.  We  these  orders,  receives  them.    He  goes,  how* 

have  had  just  claims  upon  the  same  powers :  ever,  into  another  department  of  the  smdm 

rights  which  ought  to  have  been  sacred  to  them  office,  that  he  might  not  be  obliged  officiaJtjr  to 

as  well  as  to  us,  as  they  had  their  origin  in  our  acquiesce  in  one  situation  under  what  he  hac 

lenity  and  generosity  towards  France  and  Spain  officially  remonstrated  against  in  another.  At 

in  the  day  of  their  great  humiliation.    Such  I  Paris,  the  Duke  of  Choiseui  coosidered  this 

call  the  ransom  of  Manilla,  and  the  demand  on  office  arrangement  as  a  compliment,  to  hin. 

France  for  the  East  India  pris<mers.     But  here  it  was  spoken  of  as  an  attention  to  die 

these  powers  put  a  just  confidence  in  their  re-  delicacy  of  Lord  Rochford.    But  whether  tho 

source  of  the  double  eabinet.    These  demands  compliment  was  to  one  or  both,  to  this 

(one  of  them  at  least)  are  hastening  fast  towards  it  was  the  same.    By  this  transactioa  the 

an  acquittal  by  prescription.    Oblivion  begins  dition  of  our  court  lay  exposed  in  all  its 

to  spread  her  cobwebs  over  all  our  ^irited  ness.    Our  office  correspondence  has  lost  wL 

remonstrances.     Some  of  the  most  valuable  pretence   to  authenticity ;   British  poli^  ii 

branches  of  our  trade  are  also  on  the  point  of  brought  into  derision  in  those  natioosi  that  ft 

perishing  from  tlie  same  cause.   I  do  not  mean  while  ago  trembled  at  the  power  of  our  ams, 

those  branches  which  bear  without  the  hand  of  whilst  they  looked  up  with  confidence  to  the 

the  vine-dresser ;  I  mean  those  which  the  policy  equity,  firmness,  and  candour,  whidi  shone  in 

of  treaties  had  formerly  secured  to  us ;  I  mean  all  our  negotiations.    I  represent  this  maltsr 

to  mark  and  distinguish  the  trade  of  Portugal,  exactly  in  the  light  in  which  it  has  been  m^ 

the  loss  of  which,  and  the  power  of  the  cabal,  versally  received. 

have  one  and  the  same  icra.  Such  has  been  the  aspect  of  our  foreign  p» 

If,  by  any  chance,  the  ministers  who  stand  litics,  under  the  influence  of  a  double  etAuml 

before  the  curtain,  possess  or  afiect  any  spirit,  With  such  an  arrangement  at  court,  it  is  ia^ 

it  makes  little  or  no  impression.     Foreign  possible  it  should  have  been  otherwise.    Nsi 

courts  and  ministers,  who  were  among  the  fint  is  it  possible  that  this  scheme  should  have  • 

to  discover  and  to  profit  by  this  invention  of  the  better  efiect  upon  the  government  of  our4»> 

i2(n(^ca6tne<,  attend  very  little  to  their  remoiH  pendencies,  the  firet,  the  dearest,  and  aost 

strances.    They  know  that  those  shadows  of  delicate  objects,  of  tlie  interiour  policy  of  tUa 

ministers  have  nothing  to  do  in  the  ultimate  empire.    The  colonies  know  that  administrn* 

disposal  of  things.    Jealousies  and  animosities  tion  is  separated  from  the  court,  divided  within 

are  sedulously  nourished  in  the  outward  admi«  itself,  and  detested  by  the  nation.    The  dmtU 

nistration,  and  have  been  even  considered  as  a  eabind  has,  on  both  the  parts  of  it,  shewn  fhe 

eau$a  nne  qua  non  in  its  constitution ;  thence  most  malignant   dispositions  towards    thsa^ 

foreign  courts  have  a  certainty,  that  nothing  without  being  able  to  do  them  the  smallest  mia- 

can  be  done  by  common  counsel  in  this  nation,  chief. 

If  one  of  those  ministers  officially  takes  up  a  They  are  convinced,  by  sufficient  ejtfen* 

business  with  spirit,  it  serves  only  the  better  to  ence,  that  no  plan,  either  of  leni^  or  rigour, 

signalize  the  meanness  of  the  rest,  and  the  can  be  pursued  with  uniformity  and  perse* 

discord  of  them  all.  His  colleagues  in  office  are  verance.  Therefore  they  turn  their  eyes  entire^ 

in  haste  to  shake  him  off,  and  to  disclaim  the  from  Grreat  Britain,  where  they  have  neiAier 

whole  of  ^.is  proceedings.    Of  this  nature  was  depenfi^nce  on  friendship,  nor  apprehensioii 

that  astonishing  transaction,  in  which  Lord  fi^m  enmity.    They  look  to  themselves,  and 

Rochford,  our  ambassador  at  Paris,  remonstra«  ' heir  own  arrangements.    They  grow  eveij 

ted  against  the  attempt  upon  Corsica,  in  conse-  day  into  a^enation  from  this  country ;  aaid 

quence  of  a  direct  authority  from  Lord  Shel«  whilst  they  are  becoming  disconnected  widk 

bomo.    Thi9  remonstrance  the  French  minis-  our  government,  we  have  not  the  consolaliaa 
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to  find,  thtt  thej  are  eren  friendlj  in  their  new  the  strength  of  goremment  with  the  rights  of 
independence.    Nothing  can  equal  the  futility,  the  people.    They  stand  in  a  most  distressing 
An  weakness,  the  rashness,  the  timidity,  the  alternative.    But  in  the  election  among  evils 
parpetoal  contradiction,  in  the  management  they  hope  better  things  from  temporary  confu* 
«f  oar  afiairs  in  that  part  of  the  world.    A  sion,  than  from  established  servitude.    In  the 
folome  might  be  written  on  this  melanchdy  mean  time,  the  voice  of  law  is  not  to  be  heard. 
tabjecT;  but  it  were  better  to  leave  it  entirely  Fierce  licentiousness  begets  violent  restraints. 
li<bo  re6ectians  of  the  reader  himself  than  not  The  military  arm  is  the  sole  reliance ;  and  then, 
la  treat  it  in  the  extent  it  deserves.  call  your  constitution  what  you  please,  it  is 
In  what  manner  our  domestic  ceconomy  is  the  sword  that  governs.    The  civil  power,  like 
lActed  by  this  spatem,  it  is  needless  to  ex-  every  other  that  calls  in  the  aid  of  an  ally 
plain.   It  is  the  perpetual  subject  of  their  own  atrooger  than  itself,  perishes  by  the  assistance 
aswplaints.  it  receives.    But  the  contrivers  of  this  scheme 
liie  couK  party  resolve  the  whole  into  fao-  of  government  will  not  trust  solely  to  the  mili- 
lion.    Having  said  something  before  upon  this  tary  power;  because  they  are  cimning  men. 
I  sludl  only  observe  here,  that  when  Their  restless  and  crooked  spirit  drives  them 
give  this  account  of  the  prevalence  of  to  rake  in  the  dirt  of  every  kind  of  expedient. 
o,  tbey  present  no  very  favourable  aspect  Unable  to  rule  the  multitude,  they  endeavour 
<lf  tiia  confidence  of  the  people  in  their  own  to  raise  divisions  among  them.    One  mob  is 
gswinment.    Tbey  may  be  assured,  that  how-  hired  to  destroy  another ;  a  procedure  which 
•isr  they  amuse  themsehres  with  a  variety  mt  once  encourages  the  boldness  of  the  popu- 
tf  projects  for  substituting  something  else  in  lace,  and  justly  increases  their  discontent.  Men 
tbs  place  of  that  great  and  only  foundation  of  become  pensioners  of  state  on  account  of  their 
fovtrnment,  the  confidence  of  the  people,  every  abilities  in  the  array  of  riot,  and  the  discipline 
aaesBpt  will  but  make  their  cixidition  worse,  of  confusion.     (Sovemraent  is  put  under  the 
When  men  imagine  that  their  food  is  only  a  disgraceful  necessity  of  protecting  from  the 
CBver  fcr  poison,  and  when  they  neither  love  severity  of  the  laws  that  very  licentiousness, 
lor  trust  the  hand  that  serves  it,  it  is  not  the  which  the  laws  had  been  before  violated  to 
■ama  of  the  roast  beef  of  Gid  England,  that  repress.    Every  thing  partakes  of  the  original 
vil  persuade  them  to  sit  down  to  the  table  that  disorder.  Anarchy  predominates  without  free- 
ii  spread  for  them.    When  the  people  conceive  dom,  and  servitude  without  submission  or  sub- 
that  laws  and    tribunals,  and  even  popular  ordination.    These  are  the  consequence  in* 
aweuiblies,  are  perverted  from  the  ends  of  their  evitable  to  our  public  peace,  from  the  scheme 
iMtiUition,  they  find  in  those  names  of  dege-  of  rendering  the  executory  government  at  once 
establishments  only  new  motives  to  odious  and  feeble;  of  freeing  administration 
Those  bodies,  which,  when  full  from  the  constitutional  and  salutary  con troul  of 
and  beauty,  lay  in  their  arms,  and  were  parliament,  and  inventing  for  it  a  new  controuL, 
joy  and  comfort,  when  dead  and  putrid,  unknown  to  the  constitution,  an  mierHmr  ca6>- 
but  the  more  loathsome  firom  remem-  na ;  which  brings  the  whole  body  of  govern* 
of  former   endearments.     A  sullen  ment  into  confusion  and  contempt. 
and  finious  disorder,  prevail  by  fits ;  the  After  having  stated,  as  shortly  as  I  am  able, 
kwea  its  relish  for  peace  and  prosperity,  the  effects  of  this  system  on  our  foreign  aflairs, 
m  k  did  in  that  season  of  fulness  vdiich  opened  on  the  policy  of  our  government  with  regard  to 
mm  troubles  in  the  time  of  Chaiies  the  First,  our  dependencies,  and  on  the  interiour  <bco* 
A  ^leeiea  of  men  to  whom  a  state  of  order  nomy  of  the  commonwealth ;  there  remains 
wooid  become  a  soitence  of  obscurity,  are  only,  in  this  part  of  my  design,  to  say  some- 
into  a  dangerous  mi^itude  by  the  thing  of  the  grand  principle  which  first  recom- 
of  intestine  disturbances ;  and  it  is  no  mended  this  system  at  court.    The  pretence 
that,  by  a  sort  of  sinister  piety,  they  was,  to  prevent  the  king  from  being  enslaved 
in   their   turn,  the   disorders  whidi  by  a  facti<»i,  and  made  a  prisoner  in  his  closet. 
the  parents  of  all  their  consequence.    Su-  This  scheme  might  have  been  expected  to  ai^ 
observers  consider  such  persons  as  the  swer,  at  least  its  own  end,  and  to  indemnify 
of  the  public  uneasiness,  when,  in  truth,  the  king,  in  his  personal  capacity,  for  all  the 
tfMy  are  nothing  more  than  the  effect  of  it.  confusion  into  which  it  has  thrown  his  govern- 
Good  mOB  look  upon  this  distracted  scene  with  ment.   But  has  it  in  reality  answered  this  pur^ 
—luii  and  indignation.    Their  hands  are  tied  pose  ?    I  am  sure,  if  it  had,  every  affectionate 
lahinil  them.    They  are  despoiled  of  all  the  subject  would  have  one  motive  for  endiiriB| 
which  might  enable  them  to  reconcile  with  patience  all  the  evils  which  attend  it. 
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In  order  to  come  at  the  truth  in  this  matter,  from  his  majesty's  German  dominions,  and  tte 

:t  may  not  be  amiss  to  consider  it  somewhat  in  bishopric  of  Oniaburg.     This  is  unquestiona^ 

detail.    I  speak  here  of  the  king,  and  not  of  bly  true.    But  that  which  is  not  within  the  pio» 

the  crown;  the  interests  of  which  we  have  vince  of  parliament,  is  yet  within  the  sphere  of 

abeady  touched.    Independent  of  that  great*  every  man'f  own  reflection.  If  a  foreign  prioM 

ness  which  a  king  possesses  merely  by  being  resided  among  us,  the  state  of  his  revenues 

a  representative  of  the  national  digni^,  the  could  not  fail  of  becoming  the  subject  of  our 

things  in  which  he  may  have  an  individual  speculation.    Filled  with  an  anxious  concem 

interest  seem  to  be  these ; — ^wealth  accumu-  for  whatever  regards  the  welfare  of  our  sor^ 

lated;  wealth  spent  in  magnificence,  pleasure,  reign,  it  is  impossible,  in  considering  thm 

or  beneficence;  personal  respect  and  attention ;  miserable  circumstances  ipto  which  ho  haa 

and  above  all,  private  ease  and  repose  of  mind,  been  brought,  that  this  obvious  t(^ic  should  be 

These  compose  the  inventory  of  prosperous  entirely  passed  over.    There  is  an  opinion  uni* 

circumstances,  whether  they  regard  a  prince  or  versal,  that  these  revenues  produce  somethiitf 

a  subject;  their  enjoyments  differing  only  in  not  inconsiderable,  dear  of  all  charges  aoi 

the  scate  upon  which  they  are  formed.  establishments.    This  produce  the  people  do 

Suppose  then  we  were  to  ask,  whether  the  not  believe  to  be  hoarded,  nor  perceive  to  be 

king  has  been  richer  than  his  predecessors  in  spent.     It  is  accounted  for  in  the  only  maimer 

accumulated  wealth,  since  the  establishment  of  it  can,  by  supposing  that  it  is  drawn  away,  fat 

the  plan  of  favouritism?    I  believe  it  will  be  the  support  of  that  court  faction,  which,  whibl 

%und  that  the  picture  of  royal  indigence  which  it  distresses  the  nation,  impoverishes  the  prinee 

our  court  has  presented  unit  this  year,  has  in  every  one  of  his  resources.     I  oooe  more 

been  truly  humiliating.    Nor  has  it  been  re-  caution  the  reader,  that  I  do  not  urge  this  cc» 

lieved  fi^  this  unseemly  distress,  but  by  means  sideration  concerning  the  foreign  revenue,  as  if 

which  have  hazarded  the  affection  of  the  peo  I  supposed  we  had  a  direct  righi  to  ^Mminff 

pie,  and  shaken  their  confidence  in  parliament,  into  the  expenditure  of  any  part  of  it ;  but 

If  the  public  treasures  had  been  exhausted  in  solely  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  how  little  thii 

magnificence  and  splendour,  this  distress  would  system  of  favouritism  has  been  advantageooa  te 

have  been  accounted  for,  and  in  some  measure  the  monarch  himself;  which,  without  magnifi- 

justified.   Nothing  would  be  more  unworthy  o£  cence,  has  sunk  him  into  a  state  of  umu^urml 

this  nation,  than  with  a  mean  and  mechanical  poverty ;  at  the  same  time  that  he  posaeesed 

rule,  to  mete  out  the  q>lendour  of  the  crown,  every  means  of  affluence,  from  ample  reveouee, 

Indeed  I  have  found  very  few  persons  disposed  both  in  this  country,  and  in  other  parts  of  hif 

to  so  ungenerous  a  procedure.     But  the  gene-  dominions. 

rality  of  people,  it  roust  be  confessed,  do  feel  a        Has  this  system  provided  better  fix*  the  treal* 

good  deal  mortified,  when  they  compare  the  meat  becoming  his  high  and  sacred  cbarader 

wants  of  the  court  with  its  expenses.    They  do  and  secured  the  king  from  those  diaguati  s^ 

not  behold  the  cause  of  this  distress  in  any  part  tadied  to  the  necessity  of  employing  men  wlw 

of  the  apparatus  of  royal  magnificence.    In  all  are  not  personally  agreeable  ?    This  is  a  topie 

this,  they  see  nothing  but  the  operations  of  par-  up(»i  which  for  many  reasons  I  couki  wtrii  It 

simony,  attended  with  all  the  consequences  of  be  silent ;  but  the  pretence  of  securing  agaiml 

profusion.     Nothing  expended,  nothing  saved,  such  causes  of  imeasiness,  is  the  comep-stOBt 

Their  wonder  is  increased  by  their  knowledge,  of  the  court  party.    It  has  however  so  hap* 

that  besides  the  revenue  settled  on  his  majes-  pened,  that  if  I  were  to  fix  upon  any  one  poioty 

ty's  civil  list  to  the  amount  of  iC .800,000  a  year,  in  which  this  system  has  been  more  particnlai^ 

he  has  a  farther  aid,  from  a  large  pension  list,  ly  and  shamefully  blameable,  the  effects  m^iidl 

near  iC  .90,000  a  year,  in  Ireland ;  from  the  pro-  it  has  produced  would  justify  me  in  choosing 

duce  « f  the  dutchy  of  Lancaster,  (which  we  are  for  that  point  its  tendency  to  degrade  the  pei«> 

told  has  been  greatly  improved;)  from  the  reve-  sooal  dignity  of  the  sovereign,  and  to  expose 

nue  of  the  dutchy  of  Cornwall ;  from  the  Ame-  him  to  a  thousand  contradictions  and  mortifica* 

rican  quit* rents ;  from  the  four  arxl  a  half  ptr  tions.    It  is  but  too  evident  in  what  manner 

oeni.  duty  in  the  Leeward  Islands;   this  last  these  projectors  of  royal  greatness  have  fulfilled 

worth  to   be    sure   considerably   more    than  all  their  magnificent  promises.    Without  recac 

£.40,000  a  year.    The  whole  is  certainly  not  pitulating  idl  the  circumstances  of  the  rei^, 

much  short  of  a  million  annually.  every  one  of  which  is  more  or  less  a  mslaB- 

These  are  revenues  within  the  knowledge  choly  proof  of  the  truth  of  what  I  have  ad» 

and  cognizance  of  our  national  councils.     We  vanced,  let  us  consider  the  language  of  tba 

have  no  direct  ri^t  to  examine  into  the  receipts  court  but  i  few  years  ago  r^onceming  most  cf 
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now  in  tfa«  extenal  adminutrap  moat  certainly.    Tho  father  of  his  people  can* 

ioD :  let  me  ask,  whether  any  enemy  to  the  not  possibly  enjoy  repose,  while  his  family  is 

favaooal  feelings  of  the  sovereign,  could  possi-  in  such  a  state  of  distraction.    Then  wh^t  has 

Uy  ooDtrive  a  keener  instrument  of  mortifica-  the  crown  or  tho  king  profited  by  aU  this  fine* 

tian,  and   degradation  of  all  dignity,   than  wrought  scheme?    Is  he  more  rich,  or  more 

aknnat  erery  part  and  member  of  the  present  splendid,  or  more  powerful,  or  more  at  his 

iRangement  ?  nor,  in  the  whole  course  of  our  ease,  by  so  many  labours  and  contrivanoeff^ 

listoiy,  has  any  compliance  with  the  will  of  have  they  not  beggared  his  exchequer,  taiw 

fta  people  ever  been  known  to  extort  from  any  nished  the  splendour  of  his  court,  sunk  his 

prnne  a  greater  contradiction  to  all  his  own  dignity,  galled  his  feelings,  discomposed  tho 

Mated  affections  and  dislikes  than  that  which  whole  order  and  happiness  of  his  private  life  ? 

ii  DOW  adopted,  in  direct  opposition  to  every  It  will  be  very  hard,  I  believe,  to  state  in 

^m%  the  people  approve  and  desire.  what  respect  the  king  has  profited  by  that 

Ad  opinion  prevails,  that  greatness  has  been  faction  which  presumptuously  choose  to  call 

—  than  once  advised  to  submit  to  certain  themselves  his  frienda. 

sosions  towards  individuals,  which  have  If  particular  men  had  grown  into  an  attach 
lied  to  the  entreaties  of  a  nation.  For  ment,  by  the  distinguished  honour  of  the  soc) 
Am  iDWPaaf  and  most  dependent  instrument  of  ety  of  their  sovereign ;  and,  by  being  the  pai 
ida  ■yaCom  knows,  that  there  are  hours  when  takers  of  his  amusements,  came  sometimes  to 
ili  exiatence  may  depend  upon  his  adherence  prefer  the  gratification  of  his  personal  inclina- 
loit;  and  he  takes  his  advantage  accordingly,  tions  to  the  support  of  his  high  character,  the 
bdeed  it  is  a  law  of  nature,  that  whoever  is  thing  would  be  very  natural,  and  it  would  be 
ssaaiy  to  what  we  have  made  our  object,  is  excusable  enough.  But  the  pleasant  part  of 
in  aome  way,  or  in  some  time  or  other,  to  the  story  is,  that  these  king^t  frienda  have  no 
me  our  master.  All  this  however  is  sub-  more  ground  for  usurping  such  a  title,  than  a 
■ittad  to,  in  order  to  avoid  that  monstrous  evil  resident  freeholder  in  Cumberland  or  in  Com- 
cf  governing  in  concurrence  with  the  opinion  wall.  They  are  only  known  to  their  sovereign 
cflhe  people.  For  it  seems  to  be  laid  down  as  by  kissing  his  hand,  for  the  ofiices,  pensions, 
tOHxim,  that  a  king  has  some  sort  of  interest  and  grants,  into  which  they  have  deceived  his 
ii  giriDg  uneasiness  to  his  subjects :  that  all  benignity.  May  no  storm  ever  come,  which 
vioare  pleasing  to  them,  are  to  be  of  course  will  put  tho  firmness  of  their  attachment  to  the 
diaipeeable  to  him:  that  as  soon  as  the  persons  proof;  and  which,  in  the  midst  of  confusions, 
iriR>  are  odious  at  court  are  known  to  be  odious  and  terrours,  and  sufferings,  may  demonstrate 
to  die  peo(Je,  it  is  snatched  at  as  a  lucky  occa-  the  eternal  difference  between  a  true  and  se- 
wn cf  ahowering  down  upon  them  all  kinds  of  vere  fi'iend  to  the  monarchy,  and  a  slippery 
mdanentM  and  honours.  None  are  consi-  sycophant  of  the  court!  Quantum  iT{fido»currai 
ined  as  well-wishers  to  the  crown,  but  those  SalabU  amicus. 

*ho  advise  to  some  unpopular  course  of  action;  So  far  I  have  considered  the  effect  of  the 

■one  capahle  of  serving  it,  but  those  who  are  court  system,  chiefly  as  it  operates  upon  the 

•U^id  to  call  at  every  instant  upon  all  its  executive  government,  on  the  temper  of  the 

fijr  the  safety  of  their  lives.     None  are  people,  and  on  tlie  happine»  of  the  sovereign. 

~  to  be  fit  priests  in  the  temple  of  go-  It  remains,  that  wc  should  consider,  with  a 

,  but  the  persons  who  are  compeUed  little  attention,  its  operation  upon  parliament. 

10  ly  ioto  it  ibr  sanctuary.     Such  is  the  effect  Parliament  was  indeed  the  great  object  of 

if  fiim  refined  project ;  such  is  ever  the  result  all  these  politics,  the  end  at  which  they  aimed, 

of  al  the  contrivances  which  are  used  to  (tee  as  well  as  the  instrument  by  which  they  were 

wm  fitND  the  aervitude  of  their  reason,  and  to  operate.    But,  before  parliament  could  be 

the  Deceosity  of  ordering  their  affairs  made  subservient  to  a  system,  by  which  it  was 

to  their  evident  interests.    These  to  be  degraded  from  the  dignity  of  a  national 

I  oblige  them  to  run  into  a  real  council,  into  a  mere  m<miberofthe  court,  it  must 

servitude,  in  order  to  avoid  a  sup-  be  greiuly  changed  from  its  original  character, 

raatrmint  that  mi|^t  be  attended  with  In  speaking  o(  this  body,  I  have  my  eye 

lage.  chiefly  an  the  hotise  of  commons.    I  hope  I 

If  tfiOTefore  this  system  has  so  ill  answered  shall  bo  indulged  in  a  few  observations  on  t}ie 

Hi  4fwn  graod  pretence  of  saving  the  king  from  nature  and   character  of  that  assembly ;  Dot 

fkm  Doeoosity  of  employing  persons  disagreea-  with  regard  to  its  legal  form  and  power f  but  to 

Ho  to  him,  has  it  given  more  peace  and  tran-  its  ^irit,  and  to  the  purposes  it  is  metBt  to 

fKBkj  to  his  majesty's  private  hours?    No,  answer  in  die  constitution 
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The  house  of  commoiis  wm  suppoeed  origi-  otmm;  and  they  are,  I  apprehend,  fnl!/  mA^ 

Dally  to  be  no  part  of  the  ttanding  gommmmt  quale  to  their  object.    If  not,  they  ought  to  h* 

1^  tfuM  country.    It  was  considered  as  a  esn-  made  so.    The  house  o(  conunoos,  as  it  was 

trond,  issuing  immediately  from  the  people,  and  nerer  intended  for  the  support  of  peace  and 

speedily  to  be  resolved  into  the  mass  from  subordination,  is  miserably  appointed  for  thai 

v^ence  it  arose.    In  this  respect  it  was  in  the  service ;  having  no  stronger  weapon  than  its 

higher  part  of  government  what  juries  are  in  mace,  uxi  no  better  officer  than  its  seijeant  «l 

the  lower.    The  capacity  of  a  magistrate  being  arms,  which  it  can  command  of  its  own  proper 

transitory,  and  that  of  a  citixm  permanent,  the  authority.    A  vigilant  and  jealous  eye  oviar 

atter  capacity  it  was  hoped  would  «f  course  executory  and  judicial  magistracy ;  an  aniiow 

preponderate  in  all  discussions,  not  only  be-  care  of  public  money,  an  openness,  approadip 

tween  the  people  and  the  standing  authority  of  ing  towards  facility,  to  public  complaint :  th—a 

the  O'own,  but  between  the  people  and  the  seom  to  be  the  true  characteristics  of  a  houM 

fleeting  authority  of  the  house  of  commons  of  commons.     But  an  addressing  house  oC 

itself.    It  was  hoped  that,  "being  of  a  middle  commons,  and  a  petitioning  nation;  a  booM 

nature  between  subject  and  government,  they  of  commons  full  of  confidence,  when  the  natioB 

would  feel  with  a  more  tender  and  a  nearer  is  plunged  in  despair ;  in  the  utmost  hannooj. 

interest  every  thing  that  concerned  the  people,  with  ministers,  whom  the  people  regard  wtdl 

than  the  other  remoter  and  more  permanent  the  utmost  abhorrence ;  who  vote  thanks,  wfaca. 

parts  of  legislature.  the  public  opinion  calls  upon  them  for  impeach* 

Whatever  alterations  time  and  the  necessary  ments ;  who  are  eager  to  grant,  when  the  ga* 

accommodation  of  business  may  have  intro*  neral  voice  demands  account;  who,  in  all  (tta> 

duced,  this  character  can  never  be  sustained,  putes  between  the  people  and  ■^"*«"i**T*iflB| 

unless  the  house  of  commons  shall  be  made  to  presume  against  the  people;  who  punish  their 

bear  some  stomp  of  the  actual  disposition  of  disorders,  but  refuse  even  to  inquire  into  tha 

the  people  at  large.    It  would  (among  public  provocations  to  them ;  this  is  an  imnatiiral,  a 

misfortunes)  be  an  evil  more  natural  and  tole-  monstrous  state  of  things  in  this  ooastitution. 

rable,  that  the  house  of  commons  should  be  Such  an  assemUy  may  be  a  great,  wise,  awful 

infected  with  every  epidemical  phrenzy  of  the  senate ;  but  it  is  not  to  any  popular  purpose  a 

people,  as  this  would  indicate  some  consan*  house  of  commons.    This  change  from  aa  ua- 

guinity,  some  sympathy  of  nature  with  their  mediate  state  of  procurati(»i  and  delegation  ta 

constituents,  than  Uiat  Uiey  should  in  all  cases  a  course  of  acting  as  from  original  power,  is  tha 

be  wholly  untouched  by  the  opinions  and  feel*  way  in  which  all  the  popular  magistracies  ai 

ings  of  the  people  out  of  doors.    By  this  want  the  world  have  been  perverted  from  their  paa> 

of  sympathy  they  would  cease  to  be  a  house  poses.    It  is  indeed  their  greatest  and  soom* 

of  commons.    For  it  is  not  the  derivation  of  times  their  incurable  corruption.    For  there  is 

the  power  of  that  house  from  the  people,  which  a  material  distinction  between  that  conruptioB 

makes  it  in  a  distinct  sense  their  representa-  by  which  particular  points  are  carried 

tive.    The  king  is  the  representative  of  the  reason,  (this  is  a  thing  which  cannot  be 

people ;  so  are  the  lords ;  so  are  the  judges,  vented  by  human  wisdom,  and  is  of  U 

They  all  are  trustees  for  the  people,  as  well  as  quence,)  and  the  corruption  of  the 

the  commons ;  because  no  power  is  given  for  itselfl    For  then  the  evil  is  not  accidental,  hat 

the  sole  sake  of  the  holder ;  and  although  go-  settled.    The  distemper  becomes  the  natuni 

vemment  certainly  is  an  iiutitution  of  divine  habit 

authority,  yet  it  forms,  and  the  persons  who        For  my  part,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  eoD- 

administer  it,  all  originate  from  the  people.  elude  the  principle  of  paiiiament  to  be  totaDf 

A  popular  origin  cannot  therefore  be  the  dui^  corrupted,  and  therefore  its  ends  entirely  da* 

racteristical  distinction  of  a  popular  represen*  feated,  when  I  see  two  symptoms ;  first,  a  luia 

tative.    This  belongs  equally  to  all  (larts  of  of  indiscriminate  support  to  all  ministers ;  ba* 

government,  and  in  all  forms.    The  virtue,  cause  this  destroys  the  very  end  of  parliameat 

spirit,  and  essence  of  a  house  of  commons  con-  as  a  oontroul,  and  is  a  general  previous  sano* 

sists  in  its  being  the  express  image  of  the  feel-  tion  to  misgovemment ;  and  secondly,  the  so^ 

ings  of  the  nation.    It  was  not  instituted  to  be  ting  up  any  claims  adverse  to  the  right  of  fraa 

a  controul  itpon  the  people,  as  of  late  it  has  election ;  for  this  tends  to  subvert  the  legal 

bs«n  taught,  by  a  doctrme  of  the  most  pemi-  authority  by  whidi  the  house  of  commons  sita. 
cious  tendency.    It  was  designed  as  a-controul        I  know  that,  since  the  Revolution,  along  with 

for  tha  people.    Other  institutions  have  been  many  dangerous,  many  useful  powers  of  go* 

farmed  for  the  purpose  of  checking  popular  ei-  vemment  have  been  weakened.    It  is 
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■lalj  neeeanrj  to  have  frequent  reooume  to  ment  it  persuaded  to  a»ume  the  offices  of 

riM  legiilature.     Parliaments  must  therefore  executive  government,  it  "will  lose  all  the  confr 

lit  everf  year,  and  for  great  part  of  the  year,  dence,  love,  and  veneration,  which  it  has  evoi 

Tbe  dreadfiil  disorders  of  frequent  elections  enjoyed  whilst  it  was  supposed  the  carrtctim 

kwre  also  necessitated  a  septennial  instead  of  and  oontroul  of  the  acting  powers  of  the  state, 

a  trisiMual  duration.    These  circumstances,  I  This  would  be  the  event,  though  its  conduct  in 

■ean  the  ccnstant  habit  of  authority,  and  the  such  a  perversion  of  its  functions  should  be  tc^ 

■Cnequency  of  elections,   have   tended  \-ery  lerably  just  and  moderate;  but  if  it  should  be 

■Kh  to  draw  the  bouse  of  commons  towards  iniquitous,  violent,  full  of  passion,  and  full  of 

As  character  of  a  standing  senate.    It  is  a  faction,  it  would  be  considered  as  the  most  in- 

imrder  which  has  arisen  from  the  cure  of  tolerable  of  all  the  modes  of  tyranny. 
fmuter  disorders;  it  has  arisen  from  the  ex*        For  a  considerable  time  this  separation  of 

feww  difficolty  of  reconciling  liberty  under  a  the  representatives  from   their   constituents 

■omchical  government,  with  external  strength  went  on  with  a  silent  progress ;  and  had  those, 

■id  with  internal  tranquillity.  who  conducted  the  plan  for  their  toti^  scpara- 

It  is  veiy  clear  that  we  cannot  free  ourselves  tioo,  been  persons  of  temper  and  abilities  any 

ttlMy  from  this  great  inconvenience ;  but  I  way  equal  to  the  magnitude  of  their  design,  the 

venld  DoC  increase  an  evil,  because  I  was  not  success  would  have  been  infallible :  but  by 

Me  to  renaore  it ;  and  because  it  was  not  in  their  precipitancy  they  have  laid  it  open  in  all 

■gr  power  to  keep  the  house  of  commons  reli-  its  nakedness ,  the  nation  is  alarmed  at  it :  and 

piNBly  true  to  its  first  principles,  I  would  not  the  event  may  not  be  pleasant  to  the  contrivers 

■|Qs  for  carrying  it  to  a  total  oblivion  of  them,  of  the  scheme.    In  the  last  session,  tiie  corps 

This  has  been   the  great  scheme  of  power  called  the  king^t  friends  made  an  hanly  attempt 

il  war  time.     They  who  will  notcc»iform  their  all  at  once,  to  alter  the  right  of  eUciion  itadfy 

eondiKt  to  the  public  good,  and  cannot  support  to  put  it  into  the  power  of  the  house  of  com* 

ilbf  tbe  prerogative  of  the  crown,  have  adopted  mons  to  disable  any  person  disagreeable  to 

tasw  plan.     They  have  totally  abandoned  the  them  from  sitting  in  parliament,  without  any 

ifciftered  and  old  fashioned  fortress  ofpreroga-  other  rule  than  their  own  pleasure;  to  make 

Ibt,  and  made  a  lodgment  in  the  strong  hold  incapacities,  either  general  for  descriptions  of 

cf  parliament  itself.     If  they  have  any  evil  men,  or  particular  for  individuals ;  and  to  take 

^aii^  to  which  there  is  no  ordinary  legal  into  their  body,  persons  who  avowedly  had 

pover  commensurate,  they  bring  it  into  parlia-  never  been  chosen  by  the  majority  of  legal 

■eat.    In  parliament  the  whole  is  executed  electors,  nor  agreeably  to  any  known  rule  of 

fna  the  beginning  to  the  end.    In  parliament  law. 

Iks  power  of  obtaining  their  object  is  absolute ;        The  arguments  upon  which  this  claim  was 

ad  die  eafety  in  the  proceeding  perfect;  no  founded  and  combated,  are  not  my  business 

nlea  to  coofine,  no  after-reckonings  to  terrify,  here.    Never  has  a  subject  been  more  amply 

Plvtiaiiient  cannot  with  any  great  propriety  and  more  learnedly  handled,  nor  upon  one  side 

yanish  others,  for  things  in  which  they  them-  in  my  opinion  more  satisfactorily  ;  they  who 

nlfes  have  been  acccmiplices.    Thus  the  con-  are  not  convinced  by  what  is  already  written 

feraol  cf  paiiiament  upon  the  executory  power  is  would  not  receive  conviction  though  one  aroH 

lost ;  because  parliament  is  made  to  partake  in  from  the  dead. 

■my  considerable  act  of  government    /m-        I  too  have  thought  on  this  subject :  but  my 

fmdamentt  that  great  guardian  of  the  purify  of  purpose  here,  is  only  to  consider  it  as  a  part  of 

trntomatOutionj  ii  in  danger  of  being  lo$tf  even  the  favourite  project  of  government ;  to  observe 

l»  fkt  idea  of  it.  on  the  motives  which  led  to  it ;  and  to  trace  ita 

By  this  plan  several  important  ends  are  an-  political  consequences. 
■wered  to  the  cabal.    If  the  authority  of  par-        A  violent  rage  for  the  punishment  of  Mr. 

*!iaeat  supports  itself,  the  credit  of  every  act  Wilkes  was  the  pretence  of  the  whole.    This 

cf  foremment  which  they  contrive,  is  saved ;  gentleman,  by  setting  himself  strongly  in  oppo* 

but  if  the  act  be  so  very  odious  that  the  whole  sition  to  the  court  cabal,  had  become  at  once 

■trei^lth  of  parliament  is  insufficient  to  recom-  an  object  of  their  persecution,  and  of  the  po- 

■end  it,  then  parliament  is  itself  discredited ;  pular  favour.    The  hatred  of  the  court  party 

■ad  this  discredit  increases  more  and  more  pursuing,  and  the  countenance  of  the  people 

Ihal  indifference  to  the  constituti(Hi,  which  it  protecting  him,  it  very  soon  became  not  at  all  a 

is  the  constant  aim  of  its  enemies,  by  their  question  on  the  man,  but  a  trial  cf  strength 

of  parliamentary  powers,  to  render  ge-  between  the  two  parties.    The  advantangc  of 

amcog  the  people.     Whenever  pariia-  the  victory  in  thii  particular  contest  was  the 
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present,  but  not  the  only,  nor  by  any  metni  the  bonoora  and  emdumenta  in  the  gift  of  tbm 

principal,  object.    Its  operation  upon  the  ch»-  crown.    Now  the  principle  is  reversed ;  wad 

racter  of  the  house  of  conunoos  %vas  the  great  the  favour  of  the  court  is  the  only  sure  way  of 

point  in  view.     The  point  to  be  gained  by  the  obtaining  and  holding  those  honours  wfakfa 

cabal  was  this ;  that  a  precedent  should  be  es-  ought  to  be  in  the  disposal  of  the  peop)a. 
tablished,  tending  to  shew,  Thai  the  favour  of        It  signifies  very  little  how  this  mattei  may  be 

the  peoj^  toas  not  $o$ure  a  road  aa  the  favour  of  quibbled  away.    Example,  the  only  aigniMal 

the  court  even  to  popular  honoure  and  popular  of  effect  in  civil  life,  demonstrates  the  txvth  of 

truMte.    A  strenuous  resistance  to  every  ap-  my  proposition.    Nothing  can  alter  my  opi- 

pearance  of  lawless  power ;  a  spirit  of  ind»>  nion  concerning  the  pernicious  teodeoej  at 

pendenco  carried  to  some  degree  of  enthusi«  this  example,  until  I  see  some  man  ibr  his  !•■ 

asm ;  an  inquisitive  character  to  discover,  and  discretion  in  the  support   of  power,  for  hSm 

a  bold  one  to  display,  every  corruption  and  vicdent  and  intemperate  servility,  rendered  » 

every  errour  of  government;   these  are  the  capable  of  sitting  in  parliament.    For  as  il 

qualities  which  recommend  a  man  to  a  seat  in  now  stands,  the  fault  of  overstraining  populw 

the  house  of  commons,  in  open  and  merely  qualities,  and,  irreguloriy  if  you  please,  aster 

popular  elections.    An  indolent  and  submissive  ting  popular  privileges,  has  led  to  disqualifica^ 

disposition ;  a  disposition  to  think  charitably  tion ;  the  opposite  fault  never  has  prodooed 

of  all  the  actions  of  men  in  power,  and  to  live  the  slightest  punishment.    Resistance  to  poie- 

in  a  mutual  intercourse  of  favours  with  them ;  cr,  has  shut  the  door  of  the  house  of  coramooi 

an  inclination  rather  to  countenance  a  strong  to  one  man ;  obsequiousness  and  serrility,  te 

use  of  authority,  than  to  bear  any  sort  of  licen-  none. 

tiousness  on  tlie  part  of  the  people ;  these  are  Nottliat  I  would  encourage  popular  dieorder. 
un&vourahle  qualities  in  an  open  election  for  or  any  disorder.  But  I  would  leave  such  o^ 
members  of  parliament.  fences  to  the  law,  to  be  punished  in  meanare 
The  instinct  which  carries  the  people  to-  and  proportion.  The  laws  of  this  country  mn 
wards  the  choice  of  the  former,  is  justified  by  for  tlie  most  part  constituted,  and  wisely  so,  fm 
reason ;  because  a  roan  of  such  a  character,  the  general  ends  of  government,  niher  thaa 
2ven  in  its  exorbitances,  docs  not  directly  con-  for  the  preservation  of  our  particular  liberties, 
tradict  the  purposes  of  a  trust,  the  end  of  which  Whatever  therefore  is  done  in  support  of  liber- 
is  a  controul  on  power.  The  latter  characteri  ty,  by  persons  not  in  public  trust,  or  not  actiag 
even  when  it  is  not  in  its  extreme,  will  execute  merely  in  that  trust,  is  liable  to  be  more  or  lea 
this  trust  but  very  imperfectly ;  and,  if  devi-  out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  the  law ;  and  the 
at  ing  to  the  least  excess,  will  certainly  frustrate  law  itself  is  sufficient  to  animadvert  upon  it 
instead  of  forwanling  the  purposes  of  a  con-  with  great  severity.  Nothing  indeed  can  huh 
troul  on  government.  But  when  the  house  of  der  that  severe  letter  from  crushing  us,  except 
commons  was  to  be  new  modelled,  this  principle  the  temperaments  it  may  receive  from  a  tria. 
was  not  only  to  be  changed  but  reversed,  by  jury.  Butif  the  habit  prevails  of  ^emi^b* 
Whilst  any  errours  committed  in  support  of  yond  the  law^  and  superseding  this  judicata*, 
power  were  lefl  to  the  law,  with  every  advan-  of  carrying  dSenccs,  real  or  supposed,  tntotht 
t^e  of  favourable  construction,  of  mitigation,  legislative  bodies,  who  shall  estaUiidi  them* 
and  finally  of  pardon ;  all  excesses  on  the  side  selves  into  courta  of  criminal  equity,  (so  the  aka 
of  liberty,  or  in  ptirsuit  of  popular  favour,  or  chamber  has  been  called  by  Lord  Bacon,)  all 
in  defence  of  popular  rights  and  privileges,  the  evils  of  the  atar  chamber  are  revived.  A 
were  not  only  to  be  punished  by  the  rigour  of  large  and  liberal  constructi<»i  in  ascertainii^ 
the  known  law,  but  by  a  diaattionary  proceed-  offences,  and  a  discretionary  power  in  punish- 
ing which  brought  on  the  loaa  of  the  popular  ob-  ing  them,  is  the  idea  o[ criminal  equity  ;  whidi 
jed  itadf.  Popularity  was  to  be  rendered,  if  is  in  truth  a  monster  in  jurisprudence.  It 
not  directly  penal,  at  least  highly  dangerous,  signifies  nothing  whether  a  court  for  this  pur* 
The  favour  of  the  people  mi^t  lead  even  to  a  pose  be  a  committee  of  council  or  a  house  ol 
disqualification  of  representing  them.  Their  ccMnmons,  or  a  house  of  lords ;  the  liberty  of 
odium  might  become,  strained  through  the  me-  the  subject  will  be  equally  subverted  by  it 
dium  of  two  cr  three  constructions,  the  moans  The  true  end  and  purpose  of  that  house  of 
of  sitting  as  the  trustee  of  all  that  was  dear  to  parliament  which  entertains  such  a  jurisdictka 
them.  This  is  punishing  the  ofiTence  in  the  will  be  destroyed  by  it. 
offending  paj*..  Until  this  time,  the  opinion  of  I  will  not  believe,  what  no  other  man  living 
the  people,  through  the  power  of  an  assembly,  believes,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was  punished  for  the 
itill  in  some  sort  popuUir,  led  to  the  greatest  inder<tncy  of  his  publications,  or  the  impiety  ol 


THE  PRESENT  DISCONTENTS.  I79 

kb  mmdred  ckwet.  If  he  had  Men  in  a  ereiy  thing.  He  that  will  have  a  sure  and 
cntnmnn  daughter  oflibellers  and  biaspheraen,  honourable  seat  in  the  house  of  commons,  must 
t  oouU  well  believe  that  nothing  more  was     take  care  how  he  adrentures  to  cultivate  popu- 


dian  was  pretended.    But  yrhen  I  tee  htr  qualitira  ,  otherwise  he  may  remember  the 

that,  fcr  years  together,  full  as  impious,  and  old  maxim,  .B^wes  et  infauttot  jx^nUi  Raman 

perfaapa  more  dang«^us  writings  to  religion  amorti.    If,  therefore,  a  pursuit  of  popularity 

■Ki  Tirtne  and  order,  have  not  been  pumshed,  expose  a  man  to  greater  dangers  than  a  dis- 


their  authors  discountenanced ;   that  the     position  to  servility,  the  principle  which  is  the 
matt  andaeioos  libels  on  royal  majesty  have     life  and  soul  of  popular  elections  will  perish 


without  notice;  that  the  most  treason-  out  of  the  constitution. 
invectives  against  the  laws,  liberties,  and        It  behoves  the  people  of  England  to  consider 

•oastitation  of  the  country,  have  not  met  with  how  the  house  of  commons,  under  the  opera- 

A»  slightest  animadversion ;   I  must  consider  tion  of  these  examples,  must  of  necessi^  be 

lUt  as  a  shocking  and  shameless  pretence,  constituted.    On  the  side  of  the  court  will  be, 

Haver  did  an  envenomed  scurrility  against  all  honours,  offices,  emoluments ;  every  sort  of 

emy  thing  sacred  and  dvil,  public  arid  privatei  personal  gratification  to  avarice  or  vanity ;  and 

nge  dirough  the  kingdom  with  such  a  furious  what  is  of  more  moment  to  roost  gentlemen,  the 

ad  mlMldled  licence.  All  this  while  the  peace  means  of  growing,  by  innumerable  petty  ser- 

cf  the  nation  most  be  shaken,  to  ruin  erne  libel-  vices  to  individuids,  into  a  spreading  interest 

IVf  and  to  tear  from  the  populace  a  single  in  their  country.     On  the  other  hand,  let  ys 

bvoorite.  suppose  a  person  unconnected  with  the  court, 

Nor  is  it  that  vice  merely  skulks  in  an  ob-  anid  in  opposition  to  its  system.  For  his  own 
mre  and  contemptible  impunity.  Does  not  person,  no  office,  or  emolument,  or  title ;  no 
lbs  public  behold  with  indignation,  persons  not  promoticm  ecclesiastical  or  civil,  or  miblary, 
oily  generally  scandalous  in  their  lives,  but  the  or  naval,  for  chiMren,  or  brothers,  or  kindr^. 
ifaatical  persons  who,  by  their  society,  their  In  vain  an  expiring  interest  in  a  borough  calls 
iMniction,  their  example,  their  encourage-  for  offices,  or  small  livings,  for  the  children  of 
■Mt,  have  drawn  this  man  into  the  very  &ultB  mayors,  and  aldermen,  uid  capital  burgesses 
vkidi  have  furnished  the  cabal  with  a  pretence  His  court  rival  has  them  all.  He  can  do  an 
6r  hk  persecution,  loaded  with  every  kind  of  infinite  number  of  acts  of  generosity  and  kind- 
fciov,  honour,  and  distinction,  which  a  court  ness,  and  even  of  public  spirit.  He  can  pro- 
CBB  bestow?  Add  but  the  crime  of  servility  cure  indemnity  from  quarters.  He  can  procure 
(Aa  fmiam  crimen  tervUtdu)  to  every  other  advantages  in  trade.  He  can  get  pardons  for 
mam,  and  the  whole  mass  is  immediately  offences.  He  can  obtain  a  thousand  favours, 
tianamuted  into  virtue,  and  becomes  the  just  and  avert  a  thounnd  evils.  He  may,  while 
■bject  of  reward  and  honour.  >Vhen  there-  he  betrays  every  valuable  interest  of  the  king- 
6n  I  reflect  upon  this  method  pursued  by  the  dom,  be  a  benefactor,  a  patron,  a  father,  a  guar- 
eibal  ID  distributing  rewards  and  pimishments,  dian  angel,  to  his  borough.  The  unforttuiate 
I  must  conclude  that  Mr.  Wilkes  is  the  object  indep«ident  member  has  nothing  to  offisr,  but 
tf  peisacution,  not  on  account  of  what  he  has  harsh  refusal,  or  pitifiil  excuse,  or  despondent 
ione  in  oommon  with  others  who  are  the  objects  representation  of  an  hopeless  interest.  Except 
tf  reward,  but  for  that  in  which  he  differs  from  from  his  private  fortune,  in  which  he  may  be 
of  them:  that  he  is  pursued  for  the  spi-  equalled,  perhaps  exceeded,  by  hiA  court  corn- 
dispositions  which  are  blended  with  his  petitor,  he  has  no  way  of  shewing  any  one  good 
I ;  lor  his  unconquerable  firmness,  for  his  quality,  or  of  making  a  single  fidend.  In  the 
raaohite,  indefatigable,  strenuous  resistance  house,  he  votes  for  ever  in  a  dispirited  minori^. 
Hainat  oppression.  If  he  speaks,  the  doors  are  locked.   A  body  of 

In  ihia  case,  therefore,  it  was  not  the  man  loquacious  place-men  go  out  to  tell  the  world 

iiat  was  to  be  punished,  nor  his  faults  that  that  all  he  aims  at  is  to  get  into  office.    If  he 

were  to  be  discountenanced.    Opposition  to  has  not  the  talent  of  elocution,  which  is  the 

acfs  of  power  was  to  be  marked  by  a  kind  of  case  of  many  as  wise  and  knowing  men  as  any 

dvil  proscription.  Th9  popularity  which  should  in  the  house,  he  is  liable  to  all  these  inconve- 

arisa  from  such  an  opposition  was  to  be  shewn  niences,  without  the  edat  which  attends  upon 

onaUe  to  protect  it.    The  qualities  by  which  any  tolerably  successful  exertion  of  eloquence. 

eoort  is  made  to  the  people,  were  to  render  Can  we  conceive  a  more  discouraging  poet  of 

aravy  &tdt  inexpiable,  and  every •errour  irre-  duty  than  this  ?  Strip  it  of  the  poor  reward  of 

triavade.     The  qualities  by  which  court  is  popularity ;  suffer  even  the  excesses  committed 

to  power,  were  to  cover  and  to  sanctify  in  defence  of  the  popular  interest,  to  becooM  a 

Vol..  I.— 18  K 


180             THOUGHTS  ON  THE  CAOSB  OF 

ground  fix*  the  majority  of  that  houM  to  fim  a  prepoaterooalj  the  law  is  made  to  attend  «■ 

disqualiiicatioD  out  of  the  line  of  the  law,  and  the  judgment ;  and  the  rule  of  the  judgment  ii 

at  their  pleasure,  attended  not  only  with  the  no  other  than  the  oeeanorud  tcill  of  the  hamm^ 

\om  of  the  franchise,  but  with  every  kind  of  An  arbitrary  discretioo  leads,  legality  ibUows ; 

personal  disgrace^ — If  this  shall  happen,  the  which  is  just  the  very  nature  and  descriptioa 

people  of  this  kingdom  may  be  assured  that  of  a  legislative  act. 

they  cannot  be  finnly  or  fiiithfully  served  by  This  daim  in  their  hands  was  no  barren 

any  man.    It  is  out  of  the  nature  of  men  and  theory.    It  was  pursued  into  its  utmost  cov 

things  that  they  should;  and  their  presumption  sequences;  and  a  dangerous  principle  has  b> 

will  be  equal  to  their  folly  if  they  expect  it.  got  a  correspondent  practice.    A  systemUk 

The  power  of  the  people,  within  the  laws,  must  spirit  has  been  shewn  upon  both  si'ies.    Tha 

shew  itself  sufficient  to  protect  every  represen-  electors  of  Middlesex  chose  a  person  whom  the 

tative  in  the  animated  peiibrmance  of  his  duty,  house  of  commons  had  voted  incapaUe ;  and 

or  that  duty  cannot  be  performed.    The  house  the  liouse  uf  commons  has  taken  in  a  member 

of  commons  can  never  be  a  controul  on  other  whom  the  electors  of  Middlesex  had  not  choMQ. 

parts  of  government,  unless  they  are  con trouled  By  a  construction  on  that  legislative  power 

themselves  by  their  constituents;  and  unless  which  had  been  assumed,  they  declared  diat 

these  constituents  pocsess  some  right  in  the  the  true  legal  sense  of  the  country  was  coo* 

choice  of  that  house,  whidi  it  is  not  in  the  tained  in  the  minority,  on  that  occasion ;  aad 

power  of  that  house  to  take  away.   Iftheysuf^  might,  on  a  resistance  to  a  vote  of  inc^iacity, 

fer  this  power  of  arbitrary  incapacitation  to  be  contained  in  any  minority, 

stand,  they  have  utterly  perverted  every  other  When  any  construction  of  law  goes  against 

power  of  the  bouse  of  commons.    The  late  the  ^irit  of  the  privilege  it  was  meant  to  wa^ 

proceeding,  I  will  not -say,  is  contrary  to  law;  port,  it  is  a  vicious  construction.    It  is  mato> 

it  rnusf  be  so ;  ibr  the  power  which  is  claimed  rial  to  us  to  be  represented  really  and  hmmJidMt 

cannot,  by  any  possibility,  be  a  legal  power  in  and  not  in  forms,  in  types,  and  shadows,  and 

any  limited  member  of  government  fictions  of  law.    The  right  of  election  was  net 

The  power  which  they  claim,  of  declaring  established  merely  as  a  matter  of  form,  to 

incapacities,  would  not  be  above  the  just  claims  satisfy  some  method  and  rule  of  technical  reap 

of  a  final  judicature,  if  they  had  not  laid  it  soning ;  it  was  not  a  principle  which  mi^ 

down  as  a  leading  principle,  that  they  had  no  substitute  a  TVttttf ,  or  a  Mceviuty  a  /o/bi  Doe  or 

rule  in  the  exercise  of  this  claim,  but  their  own  Richard  Roe,  in  the  place  of  a  man  speciaBy 

dueretion.    Not  one  of  their  abettors  has  ever  chosen ;  not  a  princij^e  wh^ch  was  just  as  weU 

undertaken  to  assign  the  principle  of  unfitness,  satisfied  with  one  man  as  with  another.    It  is 

the  species  or  degree  of  delinquency,  on  which  a  right,  the  efiTect  of  which  is  to  give  to  dia 

the  house  of  conmions  will  expel,  nor  the  mode  people,  that  man,  and  that  mem  only,  whom  by 

of  proceeding  upon  it,  nor  the  evidence  upon  their  voices,  actually,  not  constructively  gives, 

which  it  is  established.     The  direct  conse-  they  declare  that  they  know,  esteem,  love,  and 

quence  of  which  is,  that  the  first  firanchise  of  trust.    This  ri^t  is  a  matter  within  their  own 

an  Englishman,  and  that  on  which  all  the  rest  power  (^judging  and  feeling ;  not  an  ens  rabomt 

vitally  depend,  is  to  be  forfeited  6x  some  offence  and  creature  of  law :  nor  can  those  devices,  by 

whkh  no  man  knows,  and  which  is  to  be  proved  which  any  thing  else  is  substituted  in  the  place 

by  no  known  rule  whatsoever  of  legal  evidence,  of  such  an  actual  choice,  answer  in  the  least 

This  is  so  anomalous  to  our  whole  constitution,  degree  the  end  of  representation, 

that  I  will  venture  to  say,  the  roost  trivial  right  I  know  that  the  courts  of  law  have  nnde  as 

which  the  subject  claims,  never  was,  nor  can  strained  constructions  in  other  case?.    Such  is 

be,  forfeited  in  siich  a  manner.  the  construction  in  common  recoveries.    The 

The  yffhxAo  of  their  usurpation  is  estaUished  method  of  construction  which  in  that  case  giv«a 

upon  this  method  of  arguing.   We  do  not  make  to  the  persons  in  remainder,  for  their  securilj 

laws.    No ;  we  do  not  contend  for  this  power,  and  representative,  the  door-keeper,  cryer,  ar 

We  only  declare  law  ;  and,  as  we  are  a  tribunal  sweeper  of  the  court,  or  some  other  shadowy 

both  competent  and  supreme,  what  we  declare  being  without  substance  or  effect,  is  a  fictioa 

to  be  law  becomes  law,  although  it  should  not  of  a  very  coarse  texture.    This  was  however 

have  been  so  before.    Thus  the  circumstance  suffered,  by  the   acquiescence  of  the  whole 

of  having  no  appeal  from  their  jurisdiction  is  kingdom,  for  ages,  because  the  evasion  of  the 

made  to  imply  that  they  have  no  rule  m  the  old  statute  of  Westminster,  which  au^orized 

exercise  of  it*  the  judgment  does  not  derive  its  perpetuities,  had  more  sense  and  utility  thao 

validity  fit>m  its  conformity  to  the  law;  but  the  law  which  was  evaded.    But  an  attempt  to 
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tumtterigiitof  election  into  such  a  fvce  and  an  instrumental  bouae  of  oommona.    Itiipiv- 

mockeiy  as  a  fictitioiii  fine  and  recovery,  will,  dsely  tbe  same,  whether  the  ministers  of  the 

I  hope,  hare  another  fate ;  because  the  laws  crown  can  disqualify  by  a  dependent  bouse  of 

which  give  it  are  infinitely  dear  to  us,  and  the  commons,  or  by  a  dependent  court  of  Av  ekam» 

evasion  is  infinitely  contemptible.  6er,  or  by  a  dependent  court  of  king's  bench. 

The  people  indeed  have  been  told,  that  this  If  once  members  of  parliament  can  be  practi- 

power  of  discretionary  disqualification  is  vested  caUy  convinced  that  they  do  not  depend  on  the 

in  hands  that  they  may  trust,  and  who  will  be  affection  or  opinion  <^the  people  for  their  poU- 

■ure  not  to  abuse  it  to  their  prejudice.   Until  I  tical  being,  they  wiU  give  themselves  over, 

find  something  in  this  argument  differing  from  without  even  an  appearance  of  reserve,  to  the 

that  on  which  every  mode  of  despotism  has  influence  of  the  court. 

been  defended,  I  shall  not  be  inclined  to  pay  it  Indeed,  a  parliament  unconnected  with  the 

iny  great  compliment.    The  people  are  satis-  people,  is  essential  to  a  ministry  unconnected 

jted  to  trust  themselves  with  the  exercise  of  with  the  people ;  and  therefore  those  who  saw 

their  own  privileges,  and  do  not  desire  this  through  what  migh^  difficulties  the  interiour 

kind  intervention  of  the  house  of  commons  to  ministry  waded,  snd  the  exteriour  were  dragged, 

.  free  them  from  the  burthen.    They  are  cer>  in  this  business,  will  conceive  of  what  prodi- 

tainly  in  the  right.    They  ought  not  to  trust  gious  importance,  the  new  corps  of  kmg'M  men 

the  house  of  commons  with  a  power  over  their  held  this  principle  of  occasional  and  personal 

franchises:  because  the  constituti(Hi,  which  incapacitation,  to  the  whole  body  of  their  design, 

placed  two  other  co-ordinate  powers  to  c<»i-  ,    When  the  house  of  commons  was  thus  made 

troul  it,  reposed  no  such  confidence  in  that  body,  to  consider  itself  as  the  master  of  its  constitu- 

It  were  a  folly  well  deserving  servitude  for  its  ents,  there  wanted  but  one  thing  to  secure  tl^t 

puniiihment,  to  be  full  of  confidence  where  the  house  against  all  possible  future  deviation  to- 

laws  are  full  of  distrust;  sad  to  give  to  a  house  wards  popularity ;  an  urUimUed  fund  of  money 

of  commons,  arrogating  to  its  sole  resolution  to  be  laid  out  according  to  the  pleasure  of  the 

the  most  harsh  and  odious  part  of  legislative  court. 

authority,  that  degree  of  submission  which  is  To  complete   the  scheme  of  bringing  our 

due  only  to  the  legislature  itself.  court  to  a  resemblance  to  the  neighbouring  mo- 

Whcn  the  house  of  commons,  in  an  endea-  narchies,  it  was  necessary,  in  effect,  to  destroy 

vour  to  obtain  new  advantages  at  the  expense  those  appropriations  of  revenue,  which  seemed 

of  the  other  orders  of  the  state,  for  the  benefit  to  limit  the  property,  as  the  other  laws  had 

of  the  commons  at  largCf  have  pursued  strong  done  the  powers,  of  the  crown.    An  of^rtu- 

mcastires ;  if  it  were  not  just,  it  was  at  least  nity  for  this  purpose  yna  taken,  upon  an  a|^U- 

natural;  that  the  constituents  should  connive  at  cation  to  parliament  bt  payment  of  the  debts 

all  their  proceedings;  because  we  were  our^  of  the  civil  list;  which  in  1769. had  amounted 

selves  ultimately  to  profit.    But  when  this  to  £.613,000.  Such  application  nad  been  made 

submission  is  urged  to  us,  in  a  contest  between  up<Ni  former  occasions ;  but  to  do  it  in  the  for- 

the  representatives  and  ourselves,  and  where  mer  manner  would  by  no  means  answer  the 

nothing  can  be  put  into  their  scale  which  is  present  purpose. 

not  taken  from  ours,  they  fancy  us  to  be  children  Whenever  the  crown  had  come  to  the  com- 

when  they  tell  us  they  are  our  representatives,  mens  to  desire  a  supply  for  the  discharging  of 

our  own  flesh  and  blood,  and  that  all  the  stripes  debts  due  on  the  civil  list ;  it  was  always  asked 

they  give  us  are  for  our  good.    The  very  desire  and  granted  with  <Hie  of  the  three  following 

of  that  body  to  have  such  a  trust  contrary  to  qualifications ;  sometimes  with  all  of  them, 

law  reposed  in  them,  shews  that  they  are  not  Either  it  was  stated,  that  the  revenue  had 

worthy  of  it    They  certainly  will  abuse  it ;  been  diverted  from  its  purposes  by  parliament ; 

because  all  men  possessed  of  an  uncontrouled  or  that  those  duties  had  fallen  short  of  the  sum 

diicretionary  power  leading  to  the  aggrandize-  for  which  they  were  given  by  parliament,  and 

Dent  and  profit  of  their  own  body  have  always  that  the  intention  of  tlM  legislature  had  not  been 

abused  it:  and  I  see  no  particular  sanctity  in  fulfilled;  or  that  the  money  required  to  dis- 

oor  times,  that  is  at  all  likely,  by  a  miracdous  charge  the  civil  list  debt,  was  to  be  raised 

operation,  to  overrule  the  course  of  nature.  chargeable  on  the  civil  list  duties.   In  the  reign 

But  we  must  purposely  shut  our  eyes,  if  we  of  Ctueen  Anne,  the  crown  was  found  in  debt, 

consider  this  matter  merely  as  a  contest  be-  The  lessening  and  granting  away  some  part  of 

tween  the  hojse  of  commons  and  the  electors,  her  revenue  by  parliament  was  alleged  as  the 

The  true  contest  is  between  the  electors  of  the  cause  of  that  debt,  and  pleaded  as  an  equitable 

kingdom  and  the  crown ;  the  crown  acting  by  ground,  such  it  certainly  was;  for  discharging 
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It.    It  docs  not  appear  that  the  duties  wfaidi  aimuaUy ;  if  it  erer  produced  so  nuich  cae^ 

were  then  applied  to  the  ordinarj  government  The  prodigious  and  dangerous  disafiection  tt 

produced  dear  above  iE.560,000  a  year ;  be*  the  v^  being  of  the  establishment,  and  iImi 

cause,  when  they  were  aflerwards  granted  to  cause  of  a  pretender  then  powerfully  abottti 

George  the  First,  iS.120,000  was  added,  to  oom>  from  abroad,  produced  many  demands  of  aa 

plete  the  whole  to  ^.700,000  a  year.    Indeed  it  extraordinary  nature  both  abvood  and  at  home, 

was  then  asserted,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  tralyy  Much  management  and  great  expenses  wars 

that  for  many  years  the  net  produce  did  not  neoessaiy.    But  the  throne  of  no  priooe  has 

amount  to  ai»ovo  iE  J50/)00.    The  dueea^  stood  upon  more  unshaken  fomidatioos  iImb 

extraordinary  charges  were  besides  very  coo-  that  of  his  present  majes^. 
siderable ;  equal,  at  least,  to  any  we  have  known        To  have  exceeded  the  sum  given  fur  the  cavil 

in  our  time.    The  applicatioo  to  parliament  list,  and  to  have  incurred  a  debt  without  speoaai 

was  not  for  an  absolute  grant  of  money ;  but  to  authority  of  parliament,  was,  prima  faei€,M.  cri- 

erapower  the  Queen  to  raise  it  by  borrowing  minal  act:  as  such,  ministers  ought  natorafly 

upon  the  civil  list  funds.  rather  to  have  withdrawn  it  from  the  inspedaoi^ 

The  civil  list  debt  was  twice  paid  in  the  than  to  have  exposed  it  to  the  scrutiny,  of 

eign  of  George  the  First    The  money  was  parliament.    Certainly  they  ought,  of  tfaioD-. 

i^ranted  upon  the  same  fAuk  which  had  been  selves,  officially  to  have  come  armed  with  evwf 

Allowed  in  the  reign  of  Ctueen  Anne.    The  sort  of  argument,  which,  by  explaining,  couU 

civil  list  revenues  were  then  mortgaged  for  the  excuse,  a  matter  in  itself  of  presumptive  guSL 

sum  to  be  raised,  and  stood  diarged  with  the  But  the  terrours  of  the  house  of  commoos  are 

ransom  of  their  own  deliverance.  no  longer  for  ministers. 
■  George  the  Second  received  an  addition  to        On  the  other  hand  the  peculiar  diaracter  of 

nis  civil  list.    Duties  were  granted  for  the  puiw  the  house  of  commons,  as  trustee  of  the  pubUe 

pose  of  raising  £.800,000  a  year.    It  was  not  purse,  would  have  Jj^  them  to  call  with  apuao- 

until  he  had  reigned  nineteen  years,  and  afler  tilious  solicitude  for  every  public  account,  aad 

the  last  rebellion,  that  he  called  upon  parlia-  to  have  examined  into  them  with  the  moai 

ment  for  a  discharge  of  the  civil  list  debt.  The  rigorous  accuracy. 

extraordinary  charges  brought  on  by  the  rebel-        The  capital  use  of  an  account  is,  that  the 

lion,  account  fully  for  the  necessities  of  the  reality  of  the  charge,  the  reason  of  inciKring 

crown.    However,  the  extraordinary  charges  it,  and  the  justice  and  necessity  of  dischargiag 

of  government  were  not  thought  a  grtHmd  fit  to  it,  shodd  ail  appear  antecedent  to  the  payraeaL 

be  relied  on.  No  man  ever  pays  first,  and  calls  for  bis  aocouat 

A  deficiency  of  the  civil  list  duties  for  sevo-  afterwards ;  bocieuise  he  woukl  thereby  let  out 

ral  years  before,  was  stated  as  the  principal,  if  of  his  hands  the  principal,  and  indeed  onl^ 

not  the  sole,  ground  on  which  an  application  effectual,  means  of  compelling  a  fiill  and  im 

to  parliament  could  be  justified.    About  this  one.    But,  in  national  business,  there  is  aa 

time  the  produce  of  these  duties  had  &llen  additional  reason  for  a  previous  production  of 

pretty  low ;  and  even  upon  an  average  of  the  every  accounL  It  is  a  check,  perhaps  the  only 

whole  reign  they  never  produced  £  J00,000  a  one,  upon  a  corrupt  and  prodigal  use  of  pc&Uc 

year  clear  to  the  treasury.  money.    An  account  after  payment  is  to  no 

That  prince  reigned  fourteen  years  after-  rational  purpose  an  account.    However,  Ibe 

wards:  not  only  no  new  demands  were  nuuie ;  house  of  commons  thought  all  these  to  be  anti* 

but  with  so  much  good  order  vrere  his  revenues  quated  principles ;  they  were  of  opinion,  that 

and  expenses  regulated,  that,  although  many  the  most  parliamentary  way  of  proceeding  was, 

parts  of  the  establidiment  of  the  court  were  to  pay  first  what  the  court  thought  proper  to  d^ 

upon  a  larger  and  more  liberal  scale  than  they  numd,  andto  take  its  chance  for  an  examination 

have  been  since,  there  was  a  consfiderable  sum  into  accounts  at  some  time  of  greater  leisure. 
*  in  hand,  on  his  disease,  amounting  to  aboat        The  nation  had  settled  £.800,000  a  year  on 

£.170,000  applicable  to  the  service  oif  the  civil  the  crown,  as  sufficient  for  the  support  of  ita 

list  of  his  present  majesty.    So  that,  if  this  dignity,  upon  the  estimate  of  its  own  ministera. 

reign  commenced  with  a  .greater  charge  than  When  ministers  came  to  parliament,  and  sa* 

usual,  there  was  enough,  and  more  than  enough,  that  this  allowance  had  not  been  sufficient  ioi 

abundantly  to  supply  all  the  extraordinary  ex*  the  purpose,  and  that  they  had  incurred  a  deln 

pense.    That  the  civil  list  should  have  been  of  £.500000,  would  it  not  have  been  natural  for 

exceeded  in  the  two  fomrn*  reigns,  especially  parliament  first  to  have  asked,  bow,  and  by 

m  the  reign  of  George  the  First  was  not  at  all  what  means,  their  appropriated  allowance  caaaa 

nirmising.    Ris  revenue  was  but  £.700,000,  to  be  insufficient?  Wovdditnothavesavourad 


THB  PRESENT  DISCONTENTS.  185 

'•ome  attefitiob  to  justice,  to  have  seen  in    payment  of  debt.    No  wonder  that  it  producea 

periods  of  adjuinistritioo  this  debt  had  such  effects. 
I  originally  incurred ;  that  they  might  dis-        Nor  was  the  house  at  all  more  attentive  to 

r,  ud,  if  need  were,  animadvert  on  the  a  provident  secinity  against  future,  than  it  had 

who  were  found  the  most  culpable?  been  to  a  vindictive  retrospect  to  past,  mis* 

>  pot  their  hands  upon  such  articles  of  ex-  managements.    I  should  have  thou^t  indeed 

as  they  thought  improper  or  exces-  that  a  ministerial  promise,  during  their  own 

mi%  and  to  secure  in  future,  against  such  mis-  continuance  in  office,  mi^  have  been  givsn, 

SKilication  or  exceeding?   Accounts  for  any  though  this  would  have  been  but  a  poor  seeu- 

«dHr  purposes  are  but  a  matter  of  curiosity,  rity  fi>r  the  public.    Mr.  Pelham  gave  such  an 

mi  no  genuine  parliamentary  object.    AU  the  assurance,  and  he  kept  his  word.   But  nothing 

iBBoonts  which  could  answer  any  parliamen-  was  capable  of  extorting  from  our  ministers 

Hiy  end  were  refused,  or  postponed  by  previ-  any  thing  which  had  the  least  resemblance  to  a 

■aqiisstioas.    Every  idea  of  prevention  was  promise  of  confining  the  expenses  of  the  civil 

niecled,  as  conveying  an  improper  suspicion  list  within  the  limits  which  had  been  settled 

tf  liw  Biiaistws  of  the  crown.  by  parliament.    This  reserve  of  theirs  I  look 

When  every  leading  account  had  been  re-  ,  upon  to  be  equivalent  to  the  clearest  declara- 

fand,  many  others  were  granted  with  sufii-  tioo,  that  they  were  resolved  upon  a  contrary 

cMt  haXitj.  course. 

Bat  with  great  candour  also,  the  house  was        However,  to  put  the  matter  beyond  all  dovUM, 

■famed,  that  hardly  any  of  them  could  be  in  the  speech  from  the  throne,  afler  thanking 

ntdy  until  the  next  session ;  some  of  them  parliament  for  the  relief  so  liberaDy  granted, 

ptriaps  not  so  soon.    But,  in  order  firmly  to  the  ministers  inform  the  two  houses,  that  they 

Mtditisfa  the  precedent  o£  payment  previmu  to  will  endeavour  to  confine  tho  expenses  of  the 

iMMtf,  and  to  form  it  into  a  settled  rule  of  civil  govemmentr—within  what  limits,  think 

iki house,  the  god  in  the  machine  was  brought  you?  those  which  the  law  had  prescribed ? 

faiB,  nothing  less  than  the  wonder-working  Not  in  the  least—-"  such  limits  as  the  honour  of 

^tfparUameni.    It  was  alleged,  that  it  is  the  the  eroum  can  possibly  admit." 
lit  of  parliament,  when  any  demand  comes         Thus  they  established  an  arbUrary  standard 

Ims  dM  crown,  that  the  house  must  go  imme-  for  that  dignity  which  parliament  had  defined 

^Mely  into  the  committee  of  supply ;  in  which  and  luuited  to  a  iegtd  standasd.    They  gave 

HMwim  e  it  was  allowed,  that  the  production  themselves  under  the  lax  and  indeterminate 

fti  eiaiBioation  of  accounts  would  be  quite  idea  of  the  honour  of  the  eroum,  a  full  loose  for 

pnpsrand  regular.    It  was  therefore  carried,  all  manner  of  dissipation,  and  all  manner  of 

dtt  fkiej  ahoukl  go  into  the  committee  with-  corruption.  This  arbitrary  standard  they  we. le 

«t  delay,  and  widiout  accounts,  in  order'  not  afraid  to  hold  out  to  both  houses ;  vvhile  an 

with  great  order  and  regularity  idle  and  unoperative  act  of  pariiamMit,  tsti- 

that  could  not  possibly  come   before  mating  the  digni^  of  the  crown  at  £.8(y, 000, 

After  this  stroke  of  orderly  and  par-  and  ccmfining  it  to  that  sum,  adds  to  tl^  num- 

wit  and  humour,  they  went  into  the  her  of  obsolete  statutes  which  load  the  shelves 

;  and  very  generously  voted  the  pay-  of  librariee  without  any  sort  of  advantage  to 

the  people. 

I  a  circumstance  in  that  debate  too        After  this  proceeding,  I  suppose  that  no  man 

to  be  overlooked.    This  debt  of  the  can  be  so  weak  as  to  think  that  the  crown  is 

flfi  list  was  all  akxig  argued  upon  the  same  limited  to  any  settled  allowance  whatsoever. 

as  a  debt  of  the  state,  contracted  upon  For  if  the  ministry  has  £.800,000  a  year  by 

authority.     Its  payment  was  urged  the  law  of  the  land ;  and  if  by  the  law  of  pai^ 

pressing  upon  tlM  public  faith  and  liament  all  tho  debts  which  exceed  it  arc  to 

' :  and  when  the  whole  year's  account  be  paid  previous  to  the  production  of  any  ao-  • 

fliated,  in  what  is  called  the  budgeij  the  count;  I  presume  that  this  is  equivalent  to  an 

ly  valued  themselves  on  the  payment  of  income  with  no  other  limits  than  the  abilities 

public  debt,  just  as  if  they  had  dis-  of  the  subject  and  the  moderation  of  the  court ; 

£.500,000  of  navy  or  exchequer  bills,  that  is  to  say,  it  is  such  an  income  as  is  pos- 

TVngb,  in  titkh,  their  payment,  fAm  the  sink-  ,  sessed  by  every  absolute  monarch  in  Europe. 

iag  fmd,  of  debt  which  was  never  contracted  It  amounts,  as  a  person  of  great  abilitv  said  in 

bf  paiiiamentary  authority,  was,  to  all  intents  the  debate,  to  an  unlimited  power  of  drawing 

■li  porposes,  so  much  debt  incurred.     But  upon  the  sinking  fund.    Its  effect  oa  the  public 

ie  tho  present  notion  of  public  credit,  and  credit  of  this  kingdom  must  be  obvious ;  for  in 
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irmin  b  the  sinking  fund  the  great  buttress  of  all  alterations  ought  afierwardu  to  be  made  in  Om 

the  reA,  if  it  be  in  the  power  of  the  ministry  constitution,  is  a  matter  of  deep  and  Hifficwh 

to  resort  to  it  for  the  payment  of  any  debts  research. 

which  ihey  may  choose  to  incur,  under  the  If  I  wrote  merely  to  please  the  popular  p«- 

name  of  the  ciril  liA,  and  through  the  medium  late,  it  would  inde«i  be  as  little  tsoublesotoe  id 

of  a  committee,  which  thinks  itself  oUiged  by  me  as  to  another,  to  extol  these  remedies,  so 

law  to  vote  supplies  without  auy  other  account  (aroous  in  speculation,  but  to  which  their  greaf- 

than  that  of  the  mere  existence  of  the  debt.  est  admirers  have  never  attempted  serioc^y  to 

Five  hundred  thousand  pounds  is  a  serioos  resort  in  practice.    I  confess  then,  that  I  have 

sum.    But  it  is  nothing  to  the  prolific  princif^  no  sort  of  reliance  upon  either  a  triennial  par* 

upon  which  the  sum  was  voted :  a  principle  liament,  or  a  place-bill.    With  regard  to  die 

that  may  well  be  called,  the  fruitful  moikerof  former,  perhaps  it  might  rather  serve  to  ooqik 

on  hundred  man.    Neither  is  the  damage  to  teract,  than  to  promote  the  ends  that  are  pn^ 

public  credit  of  very  great  consequence,  when  posed  by  it.     To  say  nothing  of  the  horrible 

compared  with  that  which  results  to  public  mo-  disorders  among  (he  people  attending  fimiueni 

rals  and  to  the  safety  of  the  constitution,  from  elections,  I  should  be  fearful  of  committing, 

the  ezhaustless  mine  of  corruption  opened  l^  every  three  years,  the  independent  gentlemen 

the  precedent,  and  to  be  wrought  by  the  prin-  of  the  country  into  a  contest  with  the  treaaisy. 

ciple,  of  the  late  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  It  is  easy  to  see  which  of  the  contending  paiw 

civil  list.    The  power  of  discretionary  disqua-  ties  would  be  ruined  first.   Whoever  has  takes 

lification  by  one  law  of  parliament,  and  the  a  carefiji  view  of  public  proceedings,  so  as  to 

necessity  of  paying  every  debt  of  the  civil  list  endeavour  to  groimd  his  speculations  on  his 

byanotherlawofpariiament,  if  suffered  to  pass  experience,  must  have  observed  how  prodi> 

unnoticed,  must  establish  such  a  fund  of  rewards  giously  greater  the  power  of  ministry  is  in  tht 

and  terrours  as  will  make  parliament  the  best  first  and  last  session  of  a  parliament,  than  it  it 

appendage  and  support  of  ajbitrary  power  that  in  the  intermediate  period,  when  member*  ail 

ever  was  invented  by  the  wit  of  man.    This  is  a  little  firm  on  their  seats.   The  persons  of  die 

felt.    The  quarrel  is  begim  between  the  repre-  greatest  parliamentary  experience,  with  whom 

sentatives  and  the  people.    The  court  faction  I  have  conversed,  did  constantly,  in  canvaasiog 

have  at  length  committed  them.  the  fate  of  questions,  allow  something  to  die 

In  such  a  strait  the  wisest  may  well  be  per-  c4Mirt  side,  upon  account  of  the  elections  de> 

plexed,  and  the  boldest  staggered.      The  cir-  pending  or  imminent.  The  evil  complained  cf, 

cumstances  are  in  a  great  measure  new.    We  if  it  exists  in  the  present  state  of  things,  woaU 

have  hardly  any  land-marks  from  the  wisdom  hardly  be  removed  by  a  triennial  partianMBt: 

of  our  ancestors,  to  guide  us.    At  best  we  can  for,  unless   the  influence  of  govemmeDt  m 

only  follow  the  spirit  of  their  proceeding  in  elections  can  entirely  be  taken  away,  tiie  man 

other  cases.    1  know  the  diligence  with  ^idi  frequently  they  return,  the  more  they  wiO  h^ 

ray  observations  on  our  public  disorders  have  rass  private  independence ;  the  more  geotnJfy 

been  made ;  I  am  very  sure  of  the  integrity  of  men  will  be  compelled  to  fly  to  the  eettled  ■y»> 

the  motives  on  which  they  are  published:  lean*  tematic  interest  of  government,  and  to    Se 

not  be  equally  confident  in  any  plan  for  the  resources  of  a  boundless  civil  litf.    Ctttaitr 

absolute  cure  of  those  disorders,  or  for  their  something  may  be  done,  and  ought  to  be  dona 

certain  future  prevention.   My  aim  is  to  bring  towards  lessening  that  influence  in  eiectioni 

this  matter  into  more  public  discuMion.     Let  and  this  will  be  necessary  upon  a  plan  eitlsM 

the  sagacity  of  others  work  upon  it.     It  is  not  of  longer  or  shorter  duration  of  pariiament. 

uncommon  for  medical  writers  to  describe  hia-  But  nothing  can  so  perfectly  remove  the  evil, 

tories  of  diseases  very  accurately,  on  whose  as  not  to  render  such  contentions,  too  firecjueodj 

cure  they  can  say  but  very  litde.  repeated,  utterly  ruinous,  first  to  ind^iendeooe 

The  &st  ideas  which  generally  suggest  them-  of  fcnrtune,  and  then  to  independence  of  npuTtt* 

selves,  for  the  cure  of  puiiamentary  disorders,  As  I  am  only  giving  an  opinion  on  this  point, 

are,  to  shorten  the  duration  of  parliaments ;  and  and  not  at  all  debating  it  in  an  adverse  line,  I 

to  disqualify  all,  or  a  great  number  of  place-  hope  I  may  be  excused  in  another  observation, 

mra,  from  a  s^t  in  the  house  of  comuKHis.  With  great  truth  I  may  aver,  that  I  nevnr 

Whatever  eflScacy  there  may  be  in  those  reme-  remnnber  ta  have  talked  on  this  subject  witli 

dies,  I  am  sure  in  the  present  state  of  things  it  any  man  much  conversant  with  public  faun* 

is  impossible  to  apply  them.    A  restoration  of  ness,  who  considered  short  parliaments  as  • 

the  right  of  free  election  is  a  preliminary  indif-  real  improvement  of  the  constitution.    Gnnthi. 

pensable  to  every  other  reformation.     What  men.  warm  in  a   popular  cause,  are  rei^j 
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«oiigh  to  attribute  all  the  declarations  of  such  precluded,  of  doing  it  in  some  nrcrse  and  more 

penoos  to  corrupt  motires.    But  the  habit  of  dangerous  method.     Underhand  and  oblique 

affiufv,  if,  on  one  hand,  it  tends  to  corrupt  the  ways  would  be  studied.    The  science  of  eva- 

■ind,  furnishes  it,  on  the  other,  with  the  means  sion,  already  tolerably  understood,  would  then 

«f  better  information.    The  authority  of  such  be  brought  to  the  greatest  perfecticm.     It  is  no 

peraooB  win  alwa3rB  have  some  weight.   It  may  inconsiderable  part  of  wisdom,  to  know  how 

ilud  upoo  a  par  with  the  speculations  of  those  much  of  an  evil  ought  to  be  tolerated ;  lest,  by 

who  are  less  practised  in  business ;  and  who,  attempting  a  degree  of  purity  impracticable  in 

with  perbaps  purer  intentions,  have  not  ao  degenerate  times  and  manners,  instead  of  cut- 

affeoual  means  of  judging.    It  is,  besides,  an  ting  off  the  subsisting  ill  practices,  new  cor- 

cftct  of  Tulgar  and  puerile  malignity  to  ima-  ruptions  might  be  produced  for  the  concealment 

gJBe,  that  erery  statesman  is  of  course  corrupt ;  anid  security  of  the  old.    It  were  better,  un- 

•ad  that   his  opinion,  upon  every  constitu-  doubtedly,  that  no  influence  at  all  could  affect 

tiooal  point,  is  solely  formed  upon  some  sinis-  the  mind  of  a  member  of  parliament.     But 

Iv  inteiest.  of  all  modes  of  influence,  in  my  opinion,  a 

The  next  favourite  remedy  is  a  place-bill,  place  under  the  government  is  the  least  dis- 

TW  same  principle  guides  in  both ;  I  mean,  graceful  to  the  man  who  holds  it,  and  by  (ar  the 

iht  opinioo  which  is  entertained  by  many,  of  most  safe  to  the  country.    I  would  not  shut  out 

iht  inAJlibility  of  laws  and  regulations,  in  the  that  sort  of  influence  which  is  open  and  visi- 

csre  of  poUic  distempers.    Without  being  as  ble,  which  is  connected  with  the  dignity  and 

■reasonably  doubtful  as  many  are  unwisely  the  service  of  the  state,  when  it  is  not  in  my 

gwfidenc,  1  will  only  say,  that  this  also  is  a  power  to  prevent  the  influence  of  contracts,  of 

Mtter  Tery  well  worthy  of  serious  and  mature  subscriptions,  of  direct  bribery,  and  those  innn- 

It  is  not  easy  to  foresee,  what  the  merable   methods  of  clandestine  corruption, 

woald  be,  of  disconnecting  with  parlia-  which  are  abundantly  in  the  hands  of  the  court, 

the  greatest  part  of  those  who  hold  civil  and  which  will  be  applied  as  long  as  these 

taploymenta,  and  of  such  mighty  and  impor-  means  of  corruption,  and  the  disposition  to  be 

Int  bbdies  as  the  military  and  naval  establish-  corrupted,  have  existence  among  us.    Our  con- 

■ma.     It  were  better,  perhaps,  that  they  stitution  stands  on  a  nice  equipoise,  with  steep 

Aoold  have  a  corrupt  interest  in  the  forms  of  precipices  and  deep  waters  upon  all  sides  of  it. 

iht  ooostiUition,  than  that  they  should  have  In  removing  it  from  a  dangerous  leaning  to- 

■ona  at  aU.    This  is  a  question  altogether  diA  wards  one  side,  there  may  be  a  risk  of  overset- 

fcraat  from  the  disqualification  of  a  particular  ting  it  on  the  other.    Every  project  of  a  mate- 

liwcriptiiuu  of  revenue  officers  from  seats  in  rial  change  in  a  government  so  complicated  as 

piriiament ;  or,  perhaps,  of  all  the  lower  sorts  ours,  combined  at  the  same  time  with  external 

4[thftax  from  votes  in  elections.   In  the  former  circumstances  still  more  complicated,  is  a  mat- 

CMe,  only  the  few  are  affected ;  in  the  latter,  ter  full  of  difliculties ;  in  which  a  considerate 

tdf  the  iooonsiderable.    But  a  great  official,  man  will  not  be  too  ready  to  decide ;  a  prudent 

a  peat  prafesaional,  a  great  military  and  naval  man  too  ready  to  undertake ;  or  an  honest  man 

all  necessarily  comprehending  many  too  ready  to  promise.    They  do  not  respect  the 

of  the  first  weight,  ability,  wealth,  and  public  nor  themschres,  who  engage  for  more 

has  been  gradua^y  formed  in  the  king-  than  they  are  sure  that  they  ought  to  attempt, 

These  new  interests  must  be  let  into  a  or  that  they  are  able  to  perform.    These  are 

of  representation,  else  possibly  they  may  my  sentiments,  weak  perhaps,  but  honest  and 

rlined  to  destroy  those  institutions  of  which  unbiassed ;  and  submitted  entirely  to  the  opi- 

Iksy  are  not  permitted  to  partake.   This  is  not  nion  of  grave  men,  well  affected  to  the  consti- 

a  IhiBg  to  be  trifled  with ;  nor  is  it  every  well-  tution  of  their  country,  and  of  experience  in 

■naning  man,  that  is  fit  to  put  his  hands  to  it.  what  may  best  pronnote  or  hurt  it. 

Many  other  serious  considerations  occur.    I  Indeed,  in  the  situation  in  which  we  stand, 

io  nol  open  them  here,  because  they  are  not  with  an  immense  revenue,  an  enormous  debt. 

dfawdy  to  my  purpose ;  proposing  only  to  give  mighty  establishments,    government    itself  a 

Mm  raader  some  taste  of  the  difficulties  that  great  banker  and  a  great  merchant,  I  see  no 

■tiflid  all  capital  changes  in  the  constitution ;  other  way  for  the  preservation  of  a  decent 

■■t  to  hint  the  uncertainty,  to  say  no  worse,  of  attention  to  public  interest  in  the  representa- 

Minf  able  to  prevent  the  court,  as  long  as  it  tives,  but  the  mte^ponUon  of  the  body  qfthepe^ 

hm  the  means  of  influence  abundantly  in  its  j»fe  itaelft  whenever  it  shall  appear,  by  some 

r,  from  applying  that  influence  to  parlia-  flagrant  and  notorious  act,  by  some  capital 

. ;  and  perhaps,  i  the  public  method  we«»  innovation,  that  these  representatives  are  going 


1^  THOUGHTS  ON  THE  CAUSE  OF 

toc#6r-leap  thefeocesoftbelaw,  aodto  intro*  wanting  to  govetmaeDt,  bat  reformatioi.  Whua 

duoe  an  arliitrary  power.     Thia  inteipositkn  ministrj  rests  upon  public  opinion,  it  la  aot 

ia  a  moat  uapleasant  remedy.    But,  if  it  bo  a  indeed  built  upon  a  rock  of  adamant ;  k  i 

legal  remedy,  it  is  intended  on  aome  oocasioo  howereri  aome  stability.    But  wbcn  it 

to  be  used ;  to  be  used  then  only,  when  it  is  upon  prirate  humour,  its  structure  is  of  stahUa, 

ofident  that  nothing  else  can  hold  the  coostitu-  and  its  foundation  is  on  quicksand.    I 

tion  to  its  true  principles.  it  again — He  that  supports  every 

The  distempers  of  monarchy  were  the  great  tion,  subverts  all  government.     The 

subjects  of  apprehension  and  redress,  in  the  this :   The  whole  business  in  which  m 

last  century ;  in  this,  the  distempers  of  parii»»  usually  takes  an  interest  goes  on  at 

ment.    It  is  not  in  parliament  alone  that  the  equally  well,  in  whatever  hands,  whether 

remedy  for  parliamentary  disorders  can  be  com*  or  low,  wise  or  foolish,  scandalous  or 

pleted ;  hardly  indeed  can  it  begin  there.    Un-  ble ;  there  is  nothing  therefore  tohold  itfirm  to 

til  aconfidence  in  government  is  re-establiahed,  any  one  body  of  men,  or  to  any  one  conaislfi 

the  people  ought  to  be  excited  to  a  more  strict  scheme  of  politics.     Nothing  intorpons,  to 

and  detailed  attention  to  the  conduct  of  their  prevent  the  full  operation  of  all  the  capriees 

refH'esentatives.     Standards,  for  judging  more  and  all  the  passions  of  a  court  upon  the  aairautg 

systematically  upon  their  conduct,  ought  to  be  of  the  public.     The  systom  of  administratkMi 

settled  in  the  meetings  of  counties  and  corpcH  is  open  to  continual  shodu  and  changes,  opoB 

rations.     Frequent  and  correct  lists  of  the  the  principles  of  the  meanest  cabal,  and  tha 

voters  in  all  important  questions  ought  to  be  most  contemptible  intrigue.    Nothing  can  W 

procured.  solid  and  permanent    All  good  men  at  kagdb 

By  such  means  something  may  be  done.   By  fly  with  borrour  from  such  a  service.    Men  of 

such  means  it  may  appear  who  those  are,  that,  rank  and  ability,  with  the  spirit  v^ich  oa^  to 

by  an  indisCTiminate  support  of  all  adminirtra-  animate  such  men  in  a  free  state,  while  ihsgf 

tions,  'lave  -  totally  banished  all  integrity  and  decline  the  jurisdiction  of  dark  cabal  on  thair 

con6dence  out  of  puUic  proceedings ;   have  actions  and  their  fortunes,  will,  for  both,  chnaa 

confounded  the  best  men  with  the  worst ;  and  fully  put  themselves  upon  their  country.   Thsy 

weakened  and  dissolved,  instead  of  strengthen-  will  trust  an  inquisitive  and  distinguishing  pni» 

ing  and   compacting,   the  general  frame  of  liament;  because  it  does  enquire,  and  does  dia* 

government.    If  any  person  is  more  concerned  tinguish.    If  they  act  well,  they  know,  that  in 

for  government  and  order,  than  for  the  liberties  such  a   parliament,  they  will  be 

of  his  country;  even  he  is  equally  concerned  against  any  intrigue;  if  they  act  ill,  they 

to  put  an  end  to  this  course  of  indiscriminate  that  no  intrigue  can  protect  them.     This ; 

support.    It  is  this  blind  and  undistinguiihing  tion,  however  awful,  is  honourable.     But 

support,  that  feeds  the  spring  of  those  very  one  hour,  and  in  the  self-same  assembly, ' 

disorders,  by  which  he  is  frighted  into  the  arms  out  any  assigned  or  assignable  canae,  to  W 

of  the  (action  which  contains  in  itself  the  source  precipitated  from  the  hi^est  authority  to  dto 

of  an  disorders,  by  enfeebling  all  the  visible  most  marked  neglect,  possibly  into  the  grsnttit 

and  regular  authority  of  the  state.    The  dia*  peril  of  life  and  reputation,  is  a  situation  fiiH  «f 

temper  is  increased  by  his  injudicious  and  danger,  and  destitute  of  honour.    It  will  W 

preposterous  endeavours,  or  pretences,  for  the  shunned  equally  by  every  man  of  prodeaee,  mA 

cure  of  it.  every  man  of  spirit. 

An  ezteriour  administration,  chosen  for  its        Such  are  the  consequences  of  the  divisioB  of 

impotency,  or  aAer   it   is  chosen  purposely  court  fixxn  the  administration ;  andofthedivl" 

rendered  impotent,  in  order  to  be  rendered  sion  of  public  men  among  themselves.   By  tba 

subservient,  will  not  be  obeyed.    The  laws  fcwmer  of  these,  lawful  govermnent  is  undona; 

themselves  will  not  be  respected,  when  those  by  the  latter,  all  opposition  to  lawless  power  li 

who  execute  them  are  despised ;  and  they  will  rendered  impotmit.     Government  may  in  • 

be  despised,  when  their  power  is  not  immediate  great  measure  be  restored,  if  any  considerahln 

from  \t^  crown,  or  natural  in  the  kingdom,  bodies  of  men  have  hone^  and  resolutkto 

Never  were  ministers  better  supported  in  paiw  enough  never  to  accept  administration,  mdeto 

liament.     Parliamentary  support  eomea  and  this  garrison  of  Am^s  mat,  which  is  statioaadr 

goes  with  office,  totally  regardless  of  the  man,  as  in  a  citadel,  to  controul  and  enslave  it,  to 

or  the  merit.    Is  government  strengthened  ?  It  entirely  broken  and  did)anded,  and  every  woAf' 

growa  weaker  and  weaker.    The  popular  tor*  they  have  thrown  up   be  levelled   with  tlto 

rent  gains  upon  it  every  hour.    Let  us  learn  ground.     The  disposition  of  public  men  to' 

from  our  experience     II  is  not  support  that  is  keep  this  corps  together,  and  to  act  under  ll«. 
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to  eo^iperate  with  it,  ia  a  toiich*itone  by  oppose  it  with  unitec   strength.     Whereas, 

r^ery  administration  ought  in  future  to  when  they  liv  dispersed,  without  concert,  order, 

tried.    There  has  not  been  one  which  has  or  discipline,   communication   is   uncertain. 

^DOt  sufficiently  eiperienced  the  utter  inccHnpa-  counsel  difficirit,  and  resistance  impracticable 

YiUUfy  of  that  faction  with  the  public  peace,  Where  men  are  not  acquainted   with  eadt 

«m1  with  all  the  ends  of  good  government:  other's  principles    nor   experienced  in  each 

•■ee,  if  they  opposed  it,  they  soon  Ipst  every  other's  talents,  nor  at  aU  practised  in  their  mtl- 

|wwer  of  terring  the  crown ;  if  they  submitted  tual  habitudes  and  dispositions  by  joint  efforts 

l»  it,  they  lost  all  the  esteem  of  their  country,  in  business ;  no  lersonal  confidence,  no  fHend* 

Tbtil  ministers  give  to  the  public  a  full  proof  ship,  no  commou  interest,  subsisting  among 

tf  iheir  entire  alienation  from  that  system,  how-  them ;  it  is  evidently  impossible  that  they  can 

SMT  pbnsible  their  pretences,  W9  may  be  sure  act  a  public  part  with  uniformity,  persoverance 

Asy  are  more  intent  on  the  emoluments  than  or  efficacy.     In  a  connection,  the  most  incon- 

liw  duties  of  office.    If  they  refuse  to  give  this  siderable  man,  by  adding  to  the  weight  of  the 

pnof,  wo  know  of  what  stuff  they  are  made,  whole,  has  his  value,  axid  his  use ;  out  of  it, 

!■  fkaa  particular,  it  ought  to  be  the  electors'  the  greatest  talents  are  wholly  unserviceable  to 

to  look  to  their  representatives.    The  the  public.    No  man,  who  is  not  inflamed  by 

ought  to  esteem  it  no  less  culpable  in  vain-glory  into  enthusiasm,  con  flatter  himself 

member  to  give  a  single  vote  m  parlia-  that  his  sin^e,  unsupported,  desultory,  unsy^ 

to  such  an  administratiim,  than  to  take  an  tematic  endeavours  are  of  power  to  defeat  the 

under  it;  to  endure  it,  than  to  act  in  it.  subtle  designs  and  united  cabals  of  ambitious 

Tbs  notorious  infidelity  and  versatility  of  mem-  citizens.    When  bad  men  combine,  the  good 

bmofparliament,  in  their  opinions  of  men  and  must  associate;   else  they  will  fall,  one  by 

duigs,  ought  in  a  particular  manner  t<^  be  con-  one,  an  unpitied  sacrifice  in  a  contemptible 

adnied  by  the  electors  in  the  inquiry  which  is  struggle. 

neoaunended  to  them.  This  is  one  of  the  It  is  not  enough  in  a  situation  of  trust  in  the 
jiiKipal  holdings  of  that  destructive  system,  commonwealth,  that  a  num  means  well  to  his 
vbieh  has  endeavoured  to  unhinge  all  the  vir-  country ;  it  is  not  cnou^  that  in  his  single 
IBM,  honourable,  and  useful  connections  in  the  person  he  never  did  an  evil  act,  but  always 
kiifdom.  voted  according  to  his  conscience,  and  even* 
This  cabal  has,  with  great  success,  propa-  harangued  against  every  design  which  he  ap- 
pled  a  doctrine  which  serves  for  a  colour  to  prehended  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of 
ioie  acts  of  treachery ;  and  whilst  it  receives  his  country.  This  innoxious  and  ineffectual 
■gr  ikipon  of  countenance,  it  will  be  utterly  character,  that  seems  formed  upon  a  plan  of 
•ismIsss  to  look  for  a  vigorous  opposition  to  apology  and  disculpation,  falls  miyorably  short 
iht «anrt  par^.  The  doctrine  is  this:  That  of  the  mark  of  public  doty.  That  duty  de- 
al poittkal  connections  are  in  their  nature  fiio-  mands  and  requires,  that  what  is  right  should 
tioii,  and  as  such  oo^t  to  be  dissipated  and  not  only  be  msuie  known,  but  made  prevalent ; 
diilrojsd ;  and  that  the  rule  for  forming  admi-  that  what  is  evil  shouM  not  only  be  detected, 
riMradons  is  mere  personal  ability,  rated  by  but  defeated.  When  the  public  roan  omits  tc 
dn  judgment  of  this  cabal  upon  it,  and  taken  put  himself  in  a  situation  of  doing  his  duty  with 
h^dm^jbts  fiom  every  division  and  denomi-  effect,  it  is  an  omission  that  frustrates  the  pur- 
oir  pi^ic  men.  This  decree  was  so-  poses  of  his  trust  almost  as  much  as  if  he  had 
promulgated  by  the  head  of  the  court  formally  betrayed  it.  It  is  surely  no  very 
I,  tile  Eari  of  Bute  himself,  in  a  speech  lationd  account  of  a  man's  life,  that  he  ha» 
he  made,  in  the  year  1766,  against  tho  always  acted  right ;  but  has  taken  special  care. 
tion,  the  only  administration  to  act  in  such  a  manner  that  his  endeavours 


("e  has  ever  been  known  directly  and  oouki  not  possibly  be  productive  of  any  conse- 

pobUcty  to  oppose.  quence. 

it  is  indeed  in  no  way  wonderful,  that  such  I  do  not  wonder  that  the  behaviour  of  many 

should  make  such  declarations.    That  parties  should  have  made  persons  of  tender  and 


I  and  faction  are  equivaleitf  terms,  is  scrupulous  virtue  somewhat  out  of  humour  with 

an  eMUon  whidi  has  been  carefiiUy  inculcated  all  sorts  of  connection  in  politics.    I  admit 

fli  all  times  by  unconstitutional  statesmen.  The  that  people  fi^uently  acquire  in  such  oonfede^ 

is  evident.    Whilst  men  are  linked  to-  racies  a  narrow,  bigoted,  and  proscriptive  spi« 


r,  they  easily  and  speedily  commumcate  rit ;  tlmt  they  are  apt  to  sink  the  idea  of  the 
Ae  derm  of  any  evil  design.  They  are  ena-  general  good  in  this  circumscribed  and  partial 
kbd  toMiom  it  with  common  counsel,  and  to     interest.    But,  where  duty  renders  a  critical 


188  THOUGHTS  ON  THE  CAUSE  OF 

jituation  a  necessary  (»e,  it  is  our  bosiness  to  might  probably  consult  some  other   i 

keep  fi-ee  from  the  evils  attendant  upon  it ;  and  than  his  own.    Never  may  we  becuai 

not  to  fly  from  the  situation  itself.    If  a  for^  m^v*  91M  let  tagetj  as  the  French  ooB 

tress  is  seated  in  an  unwholesome  air,  an  offi-  has  happily  expressed  it,  wber  thaa  : 

cer  of  the  garrison  is  obliged  to  be  attentive  to  wise  and  good  men  who  have  lived  bef 

his  health,  but  he  must  not  desert  his  station.  It  was  their  wish,  to  see  public  and  | 

Every  profession,  not  excepting  the  glorious  virtues,  not  dissonant  and  jarring,  aiid 

one  of  a  soldier,  or  the  sacred  one  of  a  priest,  ally  de^riictive,  but  harmoniously  oaa 

is  liable  to  its  own  particular  vices ;  which,  growing  out  of  one  another  in  a  nob) 

however,  form  no  argument  against  those  ways  orderly  gradation,  reciprocally  suf^Mitk 

of  life;  nor  are  the  vicen  themselves  inevi-  supported.    In  one  of  the  most  fbrtuoati 

table  to  every  individual  in  those  professions,  odsof  our  histpvy  this  country  was  govw 

Of  such  a  nature  are  connections  in  politics ;  a  connection ;  I  mean  the  great  coanecl 

essentially  necessary  for  the  full  performance  Whigs  in  the  reign  of  Ciueen  Aum. 

of  our  public  duty,  accidentally  liable  to  de-  were  compliment^  upon  the  principle  < 

generate  into  faction.     Commonwealths  are  connection  by  a  poet  who  was  in  hi|^  i 

made  of  families,  free  commonwealths  of  par-  with  them.    Addi84Mi,  who  knew  dieir 

ties  also ;  and  we  may  as  well  affirm,  that  our  ments,  could  not  praise  them  for  wbi 

natural  regards  and  ties  of  blood  tend  inevi-  considered  as  no  proper  subject  of  ooma 

tably  to  make  men  bad  citizens,as  that  the  bonds  tion.    As  a  poet  who  knew  his  burina 

of  our  party  weaken  those  by  which  we  are  could  not  applaud  them  for  a  thing  mh 

held  to  our  country.  general  estimation  vrai  not  highly  rep 

Some  legislators  went  so  far  as  to  make  Addressing  himself  to  Britain, 
neutrality  in  party  a  crime  against  the  state. 

I  do  not  know  whether  this  might  not  have  J^^l  favourites  grow  not  up  by  fortunel  i 

,              .      ^            .    •     .L        •     .  1        ^  Or  from  the  crimes  or  follies  of  a  court, 

been  rather  to  overstram  the  prmciple.    Cer-  on  the  firm  basis  «f  desert  ihey  rise, 

tain  it  is,  tlie  best  patriots  in  the  greatest  com-  From  long-<ried  taith,  and  friendship*!  hoi 
monwealihs    have    always    commended    and 

promoted  such  omnections.    Idem  ^entire  de  The  Whigs  of  tliose  days  believed  tl 

S-qnAUea,  was  with  them  a  principal  ground  of  only  proper  method  of  rising  into  powi 

friendship  and  attachment ;  nor  do  I  know  any  through  hard  essays  of  practised  frieadah 

other  capable  of  forming  firmer,  dearer,  more  experimented  fidelity.     At  that  time  i 

pleasing,  more  honourable,  and  more  virtuous  not  imagined,  that  patriotism  was  a  1 

habitudes.    The  Romans  carried  this  princi-  i<lol,  which  required  the  sacrifice  of  db 

pie  a  great  way.    Even  the  holding  of  offices  and  parents,  or  dearest  connections  in  | 

together,  the  disposition  of  which  arose  from  life*  and  of  all  the  virtues  that  rise  fitmi 

chance  not  selection,  gave  rise  to  a  relation  relations.     They  were  not  of  that  ingi 

which  continued  for  life.    It  was  called  neees-  paradoxical  morality,  to  imagine  that  a 

»Uudo  aortis ;  and  it  was  looked  upon  with  a  of  moderation  was  property  shewn  in  pal 

sacred  reverence.    Breaches  of  any  of  these  bearing  the  sufferings  of  your  fVienda ;  c 

kinds  of  civil  relation  were  considered  as  acts  disinterestedness  was  clearly  manifarted 

of  the  most  distinguished  turpitude.      The  expense  of  other    pe<^le's   fortune, 

whole  people  was-distributed  into  political  so-  believed  that  no  men  could  act  widi  < 

cieties,  in  which  they  acted  in  support  of  such  who  did  not  act  in  concert ;    that  no 

interests  in  the  state  as  they  severally  afiected.  could    act  in  concert,  who  did  not  ad 

For  it  was  then  thought  no  crime,  to  endeavour  confidence ;    that     no   men    couU  mei 

by  every  honest  means  to  advance  to  superi-  confidence,  who  were  not  bound  togell 

ohty  and  power  those  of  your  own  sentiments  common    opinions,  common  affectiooe, 

and  opinions.    This  wise  people  was  far  from  common  interests, 

imagining  that  those  connections  had  no  tie,  These  wise  meu,  for  such  I  must  caU 

and  obliged  to  no  duty ;  but  that  men  might  Sunderland,  Lord  Grodolphin,  Lord  Sc 

quit  them  without  shame,  upon  every  call  of  and  Lord  Marlborough,  were  too  well  p 

interest.     They  believed  private  honour  to  be  pled  in  these  maxims  upon  which  the  ' 

the  great  foundation  of  public  trust;  that  friend-  fabric  of  public  strength  is  built,  to  be  1 

ship  was  no  mean  step  towards  patriotism;  offtheir  ground  by  the  breath  of  every  d) 

that  he  who,  in  the  common  intercourse  of  life,  talker.    They  were  not  afi^d  that  they  1 

shewed  he  regarded  somebody  besides  himself,  be  called  an  ambitious  Junto ;  or  tlMt 

^hen  he  came  to  act  in  a  public  situation,  resolution  to  stand  or  M  together  dioal 
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^•cemeDi  be  interpreted  into  a  scuffle  for  any  party,I  am  not  persuaded  tbit  he  is  right; 

^bcefl.  but  I  am  ready  to  believe  he  ui  in  earnest.    I 

Pvty  is  a  xxly  of  men  united,  for  (H'omo-  respect  virtue  in  all  its  situations;  even  when 

ting  bj  their  joint  endeavours  the  national  in-  it  is  found  in  the  unsuitable  company  of  weak- 

terest,  upon  some  particular  principle  in  which  ness.     I  lament  to  see  qualities,  rare  and 

ihej  are  all  agreed.    For  my  part,  I  find  it  valuable,  squandered  away  without  any  public 

inpossible  to  conceive,  that  any  one.believes  utility.  But  when  a  gentleman  with  great  visi- 

in  his  own  politics,  or  thinks  them  to  be  of  ble  emoluments  abandons  the  party  in  which  he 

i&y  weight,  who  refuses  to  adopt  the  means  of  has  long  acted,  and  tells  you,  it  is  because  he 

hiving  them  reduced  into  practice.    It  is  the  int>oeeds  upon  his  own  judgment ;  that  he  acts 


of  the  speculative  philosopher    to  on  the  merits  of  the  several  measures  as  they 

the  proper  ends  of  government.    It  is  the  arise ;  and  that  he  is  obliged  to  follow  his  own 

of  the  politician,  who  is  the  philoso-  conscience,  and  not  that  of  others ;  ho  gives 

pber  in  action,  to  find  out  proper  means  to>  reasons  which  it  is  impossible  to  controvert, 

wards  those  ends,  and  to  employ  them  with  and  discovers  a  character  which  it  is  impos- 

Therefore  every  honourable  connec-  sible  to  mistake.    What  shall  wo  think  of  him 


tMB  will  avow  it  is  their  first  purpose,  to  pursue     who  never  difiered  from  a  certain  set  of  men 
tfoj  just  metlmd  to  put  the  men  who  hold     until  the  moment  they  lost  their  power,  and 


opinions  into  such  a  condition  as  may  who  never  agreed  with  them  in  a  single  in- 

oable  them  to  carry  their  common  plans  into  stance  afterwards?  Would  not  such  a  coinci- 

cncution,  with  all  the  power  and  authority  of  dence  of  interest  and  opinion  be  rather  fortu* 

ft*  state.    As  this  power  is  attached  to  certain  nate  ?   Would  it  not  be  an  extraordinary  cast 

nnatioos,  it  is  their  duty  to  contend  for  these  upon  the  dice,  that  a  man's  connections  should 

ntattioos.     Without  a  proscription  of  others,  degenerate  into  faction,  precisely  at  the  critical 

they  are  bound  to  give  to  their  own  party  the  moment  when  they  lose  their  power,  or  he  ac- 

pnference  in  all  things  ;  and  by  no  means,  for  cepts  a  place  ?    When  people  desert  their  con- 

private  ccosiderations,  to  accept  any  ofiTerf  of  nociioos,  the  desertion  is  a  manifest /acf,  upon 

power  in  which  the  whole  body  is  not  included ;  which  a  direct  simplo  issue  lies,  triable  by 

Bar  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  led,  or  to  be  con-  plain  men.   Whether  a  measure  of  government 

trailed,  or  to  be  overbalanced,  in  office  or  in  be  right  or  wrong,  is  no  matter  qf  fcuAj  but  a 

onneil,  by  thosa  who  contradict  the  very  fun-  mere  affair  of  opinion,  on  which  men  may,  as 

Omental  principles  on  which  their  party  is  theydo,  dispute  and  wrangle  without  end.   But 

fanwd,  and  even  those  upon  which  every  fair  whether  the  individual  thinka  the  measure  right 

conpsction  must  stand.    Such  a  generous  con-  or  wrong,  is  a  point  at  still  a  greater  distance 

Imioo  Ib^poww,  on  such  manly  and  honour-  fixMn  the  reach  of  all  human  decision.    It  is 

lUe  nazinis,  will  easily  bo  distinguished  from  therefore  very  convenient  to  politicians,  not  to 

Ai  BMsn  and  interested  struggle  for  place  and  put  the  judgment  of  their  conduct  on  overt-acts, 

CBobmeni.     The  very  style  of  such  persons  cognizi^le  in  any  ordinary  court,  but  upon 

*il  serve  to  discriminate   them  from  those  such  matter  as  can  bo  triable  only  in  that  secret 

■■berless  impostors,  who  have  deluded  the  tribunal,  where  they  arc  sure  of  being  heard 

ipMrant  with  professions   incompatible  with  with  favour,  or  where  at  worst  tlie  sentence 

hMBan  practice,  and  have  afterwards  incensed  will  be  only  private  whipping. 

Asm  by  practices  below  the  level  of  vulgar  I  believe  the  reader  would  wish  to  find  no 

nelitiide.  substance  in  a  doctrine  which  has  a  tendency 

It  is  an  advantage  to  all  narrow  wisdom  and  to  destroy  all  test  of  character  as  deduced  from 

mmii  morals,  that  their  maxims  have  a  plau-  conduct    He  will  Uicrefore  excuse  my  adding 

siUe  air ;  and,  on  a  cursory  view,  appear  equal  something  more  towards  the  further  clearing  up 

to  firat  principles.     They  are  light  and  port-  a  point,  which  the  great  convenience  of  obscu> 

dbfe.  They  are  as  current  as  copper  coin ;  and  rity  to  dishonesty  has  been  able  to  cover  with 

dbout  as  valuable.    They  serve  equally  the  some  degree  of  darkness  and  doubt. 

frst  capacities  and  the  lowest ;  and  they  are,  In  order  to  throw  an  odium  on  political  con- 

atlsMt,  as  useful  to  the  worst  men  as  the  best,  nection,  these  politicians  suppose  it  a  ncces 

Of  this  stamp  is  the  cant  of  Not  men,  butme^'  sary  incidAit  to  it,  that  you  are  blindly  to  fol 

trnm:  a  sort  of  charm,  by  which  many  people  low  the  opinions  of  your  party,  when  in  direct 

mC  loose  from  every  honourable  engagement,  opposition  to  your  own  clear  ideas;  a  degree 

when  I  see  a  man  acting  this  desultory  and  of  servitude  that  no  worthy  man  could  bear  the 

dnooDected  port,  with  as  much  detriment  to  thought  of  submitting  to;  and  such  as,  [believe, 

Hi  own  Ibrtune  as  prejudice  to  the  cause  of  no  connections  (except  some  court  factions) 
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crer  could  be  bo  senselessly  tynumical  m  to  to  incur  enmities.  To  have  botii  strong,  M 
impose.  Men  thinkinj;  freely,  will,  in  parti-  both  selected:  in  the  one,  to  bo  placable;  ■ 
cular  instances,  think  differently.  But  sttU  as  the  other  immoveable.  To  model  our  prindi- 
the  greater  part  of  the  measures  which  arise  ples^to  our  duties  and  our  situation.  To  b* 
in  the  course  of  public  business  are  related  to,  fully  persuaded,  that  all  virtue  which  is  impfaO" 
or  dependent  cm,  some  great  leading  genmd  tieaUe  is  spurious ;  and  rather  to  run  the  tUk 
prinapla  in  govemmentf  a  man  must  be  peen-  of  &lling  into  faults  in  a  course  which  leadt  ni 
liarly  unfortunate  in  the  choice  of  his  political  to  act  with  efiect  and  energy,  than  to  loiter  OQC 
company  if  he  does  not  agree  with  them  at  least  our  days  without  blame,  and  without  use.  P^i^ 
nine  times  in  ten.  If  he  does  not  concur  in  lie  life  is  a  situation  of  power  and  ea&rgfi  hm 
these  general  principles  upon  which  the  par^  trespasses  against  his  duty  who  sleeps  upoa  Ub 
is  founded,  and  which  necessarily  draw  on  a  watch,  as  well  as  he  that  goes  over  to  Um 
ccDcurrence  in  their  application,  he  ought  from     enemy. 

the  beginning  to  have  chosen  some  other,  more        There  is,  however,  a  time  (or  all  things.    Il 
conformable  to  his  opinions.    When  the  quea-     is  not  every  conjuncture  which  calls  with  tqatl 
^ion  is  in  its  nature  doubtful,  or  not  very  mate-  force  upon  the  activity  of  honest  men ;   ImK 
rial,  the  modesty  which  becomes  an  individual,  critical  exigencies  now  and  then  ariae ;  aai  1 
and  (in  spite  of  our  court  moralists)  that  par-  am  mistaken,  if  this  be  not  one  of  them.   Mipt 
tiality  which  becomes  a  well-chosen  friendship,  will  see  the  necessity  of  honest  combinations 
will  frequently  bring  on  an  acquiescence  in  the  but  they  may  see  it  when  it  is  too  late.    TiMqp 
general  sentiment.     Thus  the  disagreement  may  embody,  when  it  will  be  ruinous  to  tliMft^ 
will  naturally  be  rare;   it  will  be  only  enough  selves,  and  of  no  advantage  to  the  countiy; 
to  indulge  fireedom,  without  violating  concord,  when,  ibr  want  of  such  a  timely  union  as  wua^ 
or  disturbing  arrangement.     And  this  is  all  enable  them  to  oppose  in  favoAr  of  the  lail% 
that  ever  was  required  for  a  character  of  the  with  the  laws  on  their  side,  they  may,  at  leogdli 
greatest  uniformity  and  steadiness  in  conneo-  find  themselves  under  the  necessity  of  conip^ 
lion.    How  men  can  proceed  without  any  con-  ring^instead  of  consulting.  The  law,  for  wfaieh. 
nection  at  all,  is  to  me  utterly  incomprehensi-  they  stand,  may  become  a  weapon  in  the  haoda 
ble.    Of  what  sort  of  materials  must  that  man  of  its  bitterest  enemies ;  and  they  will  be  cast, 
be  made,  how  must  he  be  tempered  and  put  at  length,  into  that  miserable  alternative,  bo> 
together,  who  can  sit  whole  years  in  parlia-  tween  slavery  and  civil  confusion,  which  ao 
ment,  with  five  hundred  and  filly  of  his  fellow  good  man  can  look  upon  without  homHur ;  an 
citizens,  amid  the  storm  of  such  tempestuous  alternative  in  which  it  is  impossiUe  he  dKwld 
passions,  in  the  sharp  conflict  of  so  many  wits,  take  cither  part,  with  a  conscience  pdKectly  al- 
and tempers,  and  characters,  in  the  agitation  repose.    To  keep  that  situation  of -guilt  mhI- 
of  such  mighty  questions,  in  the  discussion  of  remorse  at  the  utmost  distance,  is  therefiMni| 
such  vast  and  ponderous  interests,  without  see-  our  first  obligation.    Early  activity  may 
ing  any  one  sort  of  men,  whose  diaracter,  con-  vent  late  and  fruitless  violence.    Aa  y«l~ 
duct,  or  disposition,  would  lead  him  to  asso-  work  in  the  light    The  scheme  of  the  ei 
ciate  himself  with  them,  to  aid  and  be  aided,  of  public  tranquillity  has  disarranged,  it 
in  any  one  system  of  public  utility  ?  not  destroyed  us. 

I  remember  an  old  scholastic    aphorism,        If  the  reader  believes  that  there  really 

which  says,  "  that  the  man  who  lives  wholly  such  a  faction  as  I  have  described ;  a 

detached  from  others,  must  be  either  an  angel  ruling  by  the  private  inclinations  of  a 

or  a  devil."     When  I  see  in  any  of  these  against  the  general  sense  of  the  people ; 

detiiched  gentlemen  of  our  times  the  angelic  that  this  faction,  whilst  it  pursue  a  scbema  Ar 

purity,  power,  and  beneficence,  I  shall  admit  undermming  all  the  fixnidatioas  of  our  fraai 

them  to  be  angels.    In  the  mean  time  we  are  dom,  weakens  (for  the  present  at  least)  all  fhm 

bom  only  to  be  men.    We  shall  do  enough  if  powers  of  executory  government,  rendering  «B 

we  form  ourselves  to  be  good  ones.  It  is  there-  abroad  contemptible,  and  at  home  distra<^«l« 

foro  our  business  carefully  to  cultivate  in  our  he  will  believe  also,  that  nothing  but  a  fint 

minds,  to  rear  to  the  most  perfect  vigour  and  combination  of  public  men  against  thia  bodf « 

maturity,  every  sort  of  generous  and  honest  and  that,  toO)  supported  by  the  hearty  cooo 

feeling  that  belongs  to  our  nature.    To  bring  rence  of  the  people  at  large  can  possibly 

the  dispositions  that  are  lovely  in  private  life  the  better  of  it.  The  people  will  see  the 

into  the  service  and  conduct  of  the  common-  sity  of  restoring  public  men  to  an  attention  !• 

wealth ;  so  to  be  patriots,  as  not  to  forget  we  the  public  opinion,  and  of  restoring  the  eonati^ 

are  gentlemen.    To  cultivate  friendships,  and  tution  to  ita  original  principleB.    Abora  al^ 
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Aej  win  endeavour  to  keep  the  house  of  com*  selves,  they  will  be  willing  and  able  to  teach 

■ons  firom  assuming  a  character  which  does  the  court,  that  it  is  the  true  interest  of  the 

ooC  belong  to  it.    They  will  endeavour  to  keep  prince  to  have  but  one  administration  ;  and 

diat  house,  for  its  existence,  for  its  powers,  and  that  ooe  composed  of  those  who  recommeiid 

its  privileges,  as  independent  of  every  other,  themselves  to  their  sovereign  through  the  opi« 

and  aa  dependent  upon  themselves,  as  possible,  nion  of  their  country,  and  not  by  their  obsequi^ 

This  Mrvitude  in  to  a  house  of  commons  (like  ousness  to  a  &vourite.    Such  men  will  serve 

tbedicacc  to  the  divine  law)  *'  perfect  free-  their  sovereign  with  affection   and  fidelity  ; 

4am.**     For  if  they  onee  quit  this  natural,  because  his  choice  of  them,  upon  such  princi« 

larinnal,  and  Iflwral  obedience,  having  deserted  pies,  is  a  compliment  to  their  virtue.    They 

iktatJty  proper  foundation  of  their  power,  they  will  be  able  to  serve  him  effectually  ;  became 

■Mt  seek  a  support  in  an  abject  and  unnatural  they  will  add  the  weight  of  the  country  to  the 

dspendence  somewhere  else.    When,  through  force  of  the  executory  power.    They  will  be 

Iks  nmditim  of  this  just  connection  with  their  able  to  servo  their  king  with  dignity  ;  because 

MMtituentfl  the  genuine  dignity  of  the  house  tbey  will  never  abuse  his  name  to  the  gratifi* 

if  oooHnoos  is  restored,  it  will  begin  to  think  cation   of  their   private  spleen   (mt   avarice. 

tf cuting  from  it,  with  scorn,  as  badges  of  ser-  This,  with  allowances  for  human  frailty,  may 

fflity,  aB  the  fiJse  ornaments  of  illegal  power,  probably  be  the  general  character  of  a  minis- 

vilh  which  it  has  been,  for  some  time,  dis-  try,  which   thinks  itself  accountable  to  the 

fMad.    It  will  begin  to  think  of  its  old  office  house  of  commons ;  when  the  house  of  com- 

ifOoiiTBOUL.    It  will  not  suffer,  that  last  of  mens  thmks  itself  accountable  to  its  constiti^ 

nib,  to  predominate  in  the  country;   men  ents.    If  other  ideas  should  prevail,   things 

vidmit  popular  confidence,  public   opinion,  must  remain  in  their  present  confusion ;  until 

HUnl  connection,  or  mutual  trust,  invested  they  are  hurried  into  all  the  rage  of  civil  vio- 

vidi  al  the  powers  of  government.  lence ;  or  until  they  sink  into  the  dead  re^a 

When  they  have  iMmed  this  lesson  them-  of  despotism. 
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PREFACE. 

Tbb  foBowiag  speech  has  been  much  the  Most  readers  will  recollect  the  uncommon 

fl^•eK  cf  oooversalion ;  and  the  desire  of  ha-  pains  taken  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  ses- 

fiw  it  printod  was  last  summer  very  general,  sion  of  the  last  parliament,  and  indeed  during 

IV  IMani  of  gratifying  the  public  curiosity  the  whole  course  of  it,  to  asperse  the  charac- 

wtn  obligin^y  furnished  from  the  notes  o^  ters,  and  decry  the  measures,  of  those  who 

§mm  gsotkimnn,  members  of  the  last  parlia-  were  supposed  to  be  fiiends  to  America- ;  in 

HMt.  order  U>  Weaken  the  effect  of  their  opposition 

Thfe  pioce  has  been  for  some  months  ready  to  the  acts  of  rigour  then  preparing  against 

ftr  tiM  press.    But  a  delicacy,  possibly  over-  the  cok»ies.    The  speech  contains  a  full  ro- 

loos,  has  delayed  the  publication  to  this  futation  of  the  charges  against  that  party  with 

The  friends  of  administration   have  which  Mr.  Burke  has  all  along  acted.    In  d(^ 

to  attribute  a  great  deal  of  the  op-  ing  this,  he  has  taken  a  renew  of  the  effects 

to  their  measures  in  America  to  the  of  all  the  schemes  which  have  been  succes- 

publishad  b  England.    The  oditor  of  sively  adopted  in  the  government  of  the  planta- 

spooeh  kept  it  back,  until  all  the  measures  tions.    The  subject  is  interesting ;  the  matters 

nnent  have  had  their  full  operation,  of  information  various,  and  important;  aad 

be  no  longer  affected,  if  ever  they  the  publication  at  this  time,  the  editor  hopett 

hav«  been  affected,  by  any  publication,  will  not  be  thought  unseasonable 
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Dimiiio  the  last  senion  of  tho  last  P&riia-  man  of  prudeDoe  aa  weU  aa  reaofatka,  1 

iiMnt,  00  the  19th  of  April,  1T74,  Mr.  Rose  say  he  has  rerywell  we^hed  those  dwUeogw 

Fuller,  member  for  Rye,  made  iho  following  before  he   deliyered  them.    I  had    long  the 

motion ;  that  an  act  made  in  the  seventh  year  happiness  to  sit  at  the  same  side  of  the  house, 

:€  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled  and  to  agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman 

**An  act  hx  granting  certain  duties  in  the  on  all  tho  American  questions.    My  soiti- 

British  colonies  and  plantations  in  America ;  ments,  I  am  sure,  are  well  known  to  him ;  and 

foi'  allowing  a  drawback  of  the  duties  of  cus-  I  thought  I  had  been  perfectly  acquainted  with 

loms  upon  the  exportation  from  this  kingdom  his.    Though  I  find  myself  mistaken,  he  w31 

of  coffee  and  cocoa  nuts,  of  the  produce  of  the  still  permit  mo  to  use  the  privilege  of  an  old 

said  colonies  or  plantations  ;  for  discontinuing  friendship,  he  will  permit  me  to  apply  myself 

the  drawbacks  payable  on  china  earthen  ware  to  the  house  under  the  sanction  of  his  aatho> 

exported  to  America ;  and  for  more  effectually  rity ;  and,  on  the  various  grounds  he  has  meap 

preventing  tho  clandestine  running  of  goods  in  sured  out,  to  submit  to  you  the  poor  opiniona 

the  said  colonics  and  plantations ;"  might  be  which  I  have  formed,  upon  a  matter  of  tm- 

rcad.  portance  enough  to  demand  the  fullest  cons^ 

And  the  same  being  read  accordingly ;  he  deration  I  could  bestow  Upon  it. 
moved,  "  That  this  house  will,  upon  this  day        He  has  stated  to  the  house  two  grounds  of 

sevennight,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  deliberation  ;oncnarrowand  simple,  and  nierel)f 

the  whole  house,  to  take  into  consideration  confined  to  tlio  question  on  your  paper:  thia 

the  duty  of  M.  per  pound  weight  upon  tea,  other  more  large  and  more  complicated ;  ooii»> 

payable  in  all  his  majesty's  dominions  in  Ame>  prchending  tho  whole  series  of  the  parliameolaiT 

rica,  imposed  by  the  said  act ;  and  also  the  proceedings  with  regard  to  America,  thev 

appropriation  of  the  said  duty."  causes,  and  their  consequences.    With  regard 

On  this  latter  motion  a  warm  and  interest-  to  the  latter  ground,  he  states  it  as  useleaa, 

ing  debate  arose,  in  which  Mr.  Burke  spoke  and  thinks  it  may  be  even  dangerous,  to  enter 

as  follows :  into  so  extensive  a  field  of  inquiry.    Yet,  to 

gjj^  my   surprise,  he  had  hardly  laid  down  thit 

I   agree   with  tho  honourable  genUoman*  '^^••if  tive  proposition,  to  which  his  authori^ 

who  spoke  last,  that  this  subject  is  not  new  in  "^"J^  '^^^^^  ?'^^"  so  much  weight,  when  di- 

ihis  house.    Very  disagreeably  to  this  house,  ^^^y^  ^^  ^^  ^®  «^"»«  authority,  h«  «A> 

rery  unfortunately  to  this  nation,  and  to  the  ^^"^  »^>  ^^  declares  it  absolutely  neoemn 

peace  and  prosperity  of  this  whole  empire,  no  «©  «ntcr  mto  the  most  ample  hiatoricd  detdL 

topic  has  been  more  famUiar  to  us.    For  nine  ^^  f  ^  ^"  ^^'^  ^»°>  *  ^^'^  out  of  fcii 

long  years,  session  after  session,  we  have  been  "'"'V  ^5^"^"^^'    ^°  ^"  perplexity  what  riidl 

lashed  round  and  rx>und  this  miserable  circle  T""  *!°»  S.""»  who  are  wJlmg  to  wbmit  to  tb» 

of  occasional  arguments  and  temporary  cxpe-  ^"^"^  ^%  ^^  »» '.    f  ®  ™»  r^V^^.     ^** 

dients.    I  am  sure  our  heads  must  turn,  and  J^  °[  *^"  fP^f  ^  ^\^  ™'«  ^  ^^  ^^  *?* 

our  stomachs  nauseate  with  them.    We  have  »^  *^«'»**°  »"  "^f,  o"^*'^  ?  ^^^  »""  narrowing 

had  them  in  every  shape ;  we  have  looked  at  J°  ground  for  all  those  who  are  to  speak  w»m 

them  m  every  point  of  view.    Invention  is  jj*"'  !*«  **^«f  ^  excursion  himself,  as  mi» 

exhausted ;  reason  is  fatigued ;  experience  has  »>oand~  as  the  subject  and  the  extent  of  hk 

given  judgment;  but  obstinacy  is  not  yet  con-  ^^.'  „,J**®'l  ,        ,  . .   . 

quered.  ^*''»  "^"^n  I  cannot  obey  all  his  laws,  I  wiB 

The*  honourable  genUeman  has  made  one  ^^  ^\^  ^  ^*°-    ^  "^'^  endeavour  tc  olwj 

endeavour  more  to  diversify  the  form  of  this  ■"*^'\"  "*®i"  ^  '^*^®  ^^  sanction  of  his  ox- 

disgusting  argument.    He  has  thrown  out  a  '^P'® '  ^  ^  "^^^^  ^  ^^  ™^®»  ^»<*»  *l»«|h 

speech  composed  almost  entirely  of  chaUenges.  1°'  «>n»»f  «nt  with  the  other,  is  the  most  no 

ChaUenges  are  serious  things ;  and  as  he  is  a  1^°"*";    ?•  ^^^  certainly  in  the  right  whoQ 

be  took  the  matter  largely.    I  cannot  prevmil 

•  Charles  Wolfran  Cornwall,  Esq.  lately  ap  ^  myself  to  agree  with  him  in  his  censure  of 

pointed  one  of  the  lords  of  the  iftasury.  his  own  conduct.    It  is  not,  he  will  give 
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Setve  to  Ml/,  either  useless  or  dangerous.    He  quarrelled  with  the  old  tajces,  as  weM  as  the 

asserts,  that  retrospect  is  not  wise;  and  the  new;  then  it  was,  and  not  till  then,  tliat  they 

|)roper,  the  only  proper,  subject  of  inquiry,  is  questioned  all  the  parts  of  your  legislative 

*'ooC  how  we  got  into  this  difficult,  but  how  power;  and  by  the  battery  of  such  questions 

"TIC  are  to  get  oat  of  it."    In  other  words,  we  have  shaken  the  solid  structure  of  this  empire 

ar»,  according  to  him,  to  consult  our  invention,  to  its  deepest  foundations. 

aid  to  reject  our  experience.    The  mode  of  »    Of  those  two  propositions  I  shall,  before  1 

deliheration  he  recommends  is  diametrically  have  done,  give  such  convincing,  such  dam- 

ipporite  to  every  rule  of  reason,  and  every  ning  proof,  that  however  the  contrary  may  bo 

piDcif^   of  good    sense   established  among  whif^red  in  circles,  or  bawled  in  newspapers, 

■■nfcrind.    For,  that  sense  and  that  reason,  I  they  never  more  will  dare  to  raise  their  voices 

hre   alwayv  understood,   absolutely  to  pre-  in  this  house.   I  speak  with  great  confidence.   I 

aeribe,  whc^ver  we  are  involved  in  difficulties  have  reason  for  it.    The  ministers  are  with 

from  the  measures  we  have  pursued,  that  we  me.     They  at  least  are  convinced  that  the 

Aoald  take  a  strict  review  of  those  measures,  repeal  of  the  stamp  act  had  not,  and  tiiat  no 

bonier  to  correcf  our  errours  if  they  should  be  repeal  can  have,  the  consequences  which  the 

conrigible;  or  at  least  to  avoid  a  dull  uniformity  honourable  gentleman  who  defends  their  mea- 

ia  aiadiief,  and  the  impitied  calamity  of  being  sures  is  so  much  alarmed  at.  To  their  conduct, 

wpeatcdly  caught  in  the  same  snare.  I  refer  him  for  a  conclusive  answer  to  this 

Sir,  I  will  fineely  follow  the  honourable  gen-  objection.    I  carry  my  proof  irresistibly  into 

ianaa  in  his  historical  discussion,  without  the  very  body  of  both  ministry  and  parliament ; 

Aa  least  management  for  men  or  measures,  not  on  any  general  reasoning  growing  out  of 

lather  than  as  they  shall  seem  to  me  to  de-  collateral  matter,  but  on  the  conduct  of  the 

asve  iL    But  before  I  go  into  that  large  con-  honourable  gentlcman*s  ministerial  friends  on 

aUeratko,  because  I  would  omit  nothing  that  the  new  revenue  itself. 

caagive  the  bouse  satisfaction,  I  wish  to  tread         The  act  of  1767,  which  grants  this  tea 

Iha  narrow  ground  to  which  alone  the  honour^  duty,  sets  forth  in  its  preamble,  that  it  was 

iMe  gentlemai^  in  one  part  of  his  speech,  has  expedient  to  raise  a  revenue  in  America,  for 

aoainctly  confined  us.  .  the  support  of  the  civil  government  there,  as 

He  desires  to  know,  whether,  if  we  were  to  well  as  for  purposes  still  more  extensive.     To 

ffpcal  this  tax,  agreeably  to  the  proposition  of  this  support  tlie  act  assigns  six  branches  of 

w  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  mo-  duties.    About  two  years  after  this  act  passed, 

tioB,  the  Americans  would  not  take  post  on  the  ministry,  I  mean  tlie  present  ministry, 

tftta  coocenion,  in  order  to  make  k  new  attack  thought  it  expedient  to  repeal  five  of  the  duties, 

ti  die  nest  body  (/  taxes ;  and  whether  they  and  to  leave  (for  reasons  best  known  to  thero- 

«Nld  not  call  for  a  repeal  of  the  duty  on  wine  selves)  only  the  sixth  standing.    Suppose  any 

mkmSj  MB  they  do  now  for  the  repeal  of  the  person,  at  the  time  of  that  repeal,  had  thus 

dh^coteaf  Sir,  I  can  give  no  security  on  this  addressed  the  minister,*  ''Condemning,  as 

But  I  will  do  all  that  I  can,  and  all  you  do,  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act,  why  do 

be  &irly  demanded.     To  the  expe-  you  venture  to  repeal  the  duties  upon  glass, 

twhidi  the  honourable  gentleman  repro-  paper,  and  painters' colours?     Let  your  pre- 

inone  instant,  and  reverts  to  in  the  next;  tence  fur  the  repeal  be  what  it  will,  are  you 

t  eiperience,  without  the  least  wavering  ^ot  thoroughly  convinced,  that  your  conces- 

ir  IwMtBtion  on  my  part,  I  steadily  appeal ;  sions  will  produce,  not  satisfaction,  but  inso- 

onl  would  to  God  there  was  no  other  arbiter  lence  in  the  Americans  ;  and  tliat  the  giving 

le  decide  on  the  vote  with  which  the  house  is  up  these  taxes  will  necessitate  rtie  giving  up 

le  ooocbde  this  day.  of  all  the  rest  ?"     This  objection  was  as  pal- 

Wheo  parliament  repealed  the  stamp  act  in  pable  then  as  it  is  now  ;  and  it  was  as  good 

die  y«ar  1766, 1  affirm,  first,  that  the  Amcri-  fi>r  preserving  the  five  duties  as  for  retaining 

one  did  no<  in  consequence  of  tliis  measure  the  sixth.     Besides,  the  minister  will  recollect, 

can  opcv.  ycu  to  give  up  the  former  parliamen-  that  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act  had  but  just 

ItfjTeveoue  which  subsisted  in  that  country;  preceded  his  repeal;  and  the  ill  pDlicy  of  that 

or  even  any  one  of  the  articles  which  com-  measure,  (had  it  been  so  impolitic  as  it  has 

poee  it.    I  affirm  also,  that  when,  departing  boon  represented,)  and  the  mischiefs  it  pro* 

$pam  the  nmxims  of  that  repeal,  you  revived  duced,  were  quite  recent.  Upon  the  principles 

Cbe  edieme  of  taxation,  and  thereby  filled  the  therefore  of  the  honourablo  gentleman,  upon 

■Bade  of  the  cokmists  with  new  jeidoa<iy,  and 

■I  eorts  of  apprehensions,  then  it  was  that  they  *  Lord  North,  th^n  ch&ncellor  of  the  exchequer 
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the  principles  of  the  minister  himself,  the  neeesMory;  cmd  towctrdt  further  d^ra 
minister  has  nothing  at  all  to  answer.  He  expenaei  0/ defending,  protecting,  and 
stands  condemned  by  himself,  and  by  all  his  the  said  domini<Mi8. 
aflw>ciates  old  and  new,  as  a  destroyer,  in  the  Tou  have  heard  this  pompous  pecft 
first  trust  of  finance,  d*  the  revenues :  and  in  Now  where  is  the  revenue  which  it 
the  first  rank  of  honour,  as  a  betrayer  of  the  tbes«  mighty  things  ?  Five  sixths  re| 
dignity  of  his  country.  abaDdoned---«unk — gone — lost  for  era 
Most  men,  especially  great  men,  do  not  the  poor  solitary  tea  duty  support  th»  ] 
always  know  their  well-wishers.  I  come  to  of  Uiis  preamble  ?  Is  not  the  supp 
rescue  that  noble  lord  out  of  the  hands  of  those  staled  as  effectually  abandoned  as  it 
he  calls  his  friends ;  and  even  out  of  his  own.  duty  had  perished  in  the  general  wred 
I  will  do  him  the  justice  he  is  denied  at  home.  Mn  Speaker,  is  a  precious  mockery- 
He  has  not  been  this  wicked  or  imprudent  amble  without  an  act — taxes  graoted 
man.  He  knew  that  a  repeal  had  no  tendency  to  be  repealed— and  the  reasons  of  tl 
to  produce  the  mischiefs  which  give  so  much  still  carefully  kept  up !  This  is  rmisi 
alarm  to  his  honourable  friend.  His  woric  venue  in  America !  This  is  preserr 
was  not  bad  in  its  principle,  but  impeifect  in  nity  in  England !  If  you  repeal  tha 
its  execution ;  and  the  motion  on  your  paper  compliance  with  the  motion,  I  rawfil 
presses  him  only  to  complete  a  proper  plan,  that  you  lose  this  fair  preamble,  i 
which,  by  some  unfortunate  and  unaccountable  your  loss  in  it.  The  object  of  the  ad 
crrour,  he  had  left  unfinished.  already ;  and  all  you  suffer  is  the  fNi 

I  hope,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  who  the   statute-book   of  the    opprofariiu) 

spoke  last,  is  thoroughly  satisfied,  and  satisfied  empty,  absurd,  and  false  recital, 
out  of  the  proceedings  of  ministry  on  their  own        It  has  been  said  again  and  again, 

favourite  act,  that  his  fears  from  a  repeal  are  five  taxes  wore  repealed  on  commercia 

groundless.    If  he  is  not,  I  leave  him,  and  the  pics.    It  is  so  said  in  the  paper  in  mj 

noble  lord  who  sits  by  him,  to  settle  the  mat-  a  paper  which  I  constantly  carry  about 

ter,  as  well  as  they  can,  together ;  for  if  the  I  have  often  used,  and  shall  (Aen  uai 

repeal  of  American  taxes  destroys  all  our  What  is  got  by  this  paltry  pretence  of  c 

government  in  America — ^He  is  the  man !—  cial  principles  I  know  not ;  for,  if  your 

and  he  is  the  worst  of  all  the  repealers,  be-  ment  in  America  is  destroyed  by  the  r 

cause  he  is  the  last.  taxes,  it  is  of  no  consequence  upon  wfai 

But  I  hear  it  rung  continually  in  my  ears,  the  repeal  is  grounded.  Repeal  this  taxt 

now  and  forroerly,—-'*the  preamble!  what  will  commercial  principles  if  you  pleaso. 

become  of  the  preamble,  if  jrou  repeal  this  principles  will  servo  as  well  now  as  t 

tax  ?" — I  am  sorry  to  be  compelled  so  often  formerly.    But  you  know  that,  either  j 

to  expose  the  calamities  and  disgraces  of  par-  jection  to  a  repeal  from  these  suppoMi 

liament.     The  preamble  of  this  law,  standing  quences  has  no  validity,  or  that  this  | 

as  it  now  stands,  lias  the  lie  direct  given  to  it  never  could  remove  it.    This  commen 

by  the  provisionary  part  c^the  act ;  if  that  can  tive  never  was  believed  by  any  man,  e 

be  called  provisionary  which  makes  no  provi-  America,  which  this  letter  is  meant  I 

sioo.    I  should  be  afimid  to  express  myself  in  or  in  England,  which  it  is  meant  to  1 

this  manner,  especially  in  the  fiice  of  such  a*  It  was  impossible  it  should.    Becauai 

formidable  array  of  ability  as  is  now  dravni  up  man,  in  the  least  acquainted  with  lb»  i 

before  me,  composed  of  the  ancient  household  commerce,  must  know,  that  several  oTt 

troops  of  that«ide  of  the  house,  and  the  new  cles  on  which  the  tax  was  repealed,  wc 

recruits  from  this,   if  the  matter  were  not  objects  of  duties  than  almost  any  other 

clear  and   indisputable.     Nothing  but  truth  that  could  possibly  be  chosen ;  without 

could  give  me  this  firmness ;  but  plain  truth  nson  more  so,  than  the  tea  that  was  lef 

and  clear  evidence  can  be  beat  dovm  by  no  as  infinitely  less  liable  to  be  eluded  by 

ability.    The  cleric  will  be  so  good  as  to  turn  to  band.    The  tax  upon  red  and  white  11 

the  act,  and  to  read  this  favourite  preamble :  of  this  nature.    Tou  have,  in  this  Idagi 

JVhereas  it  is  expedient  that  a  revenue  ehould  advantage  in  lead,  that  amounts  to  a  m< 

be  raieed  inyour  mqjetty*$  dominiona  m  uhneri-  When  you  find  yourself  in  this  situatioi 

CO,  far  making  a  more  certain  and  adequate  vantage,  you  sometimes  venture  to  ta 
jmrndm  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  admi'  _     ,  „. ,  ^ 

ni*,tio„ofju,lic.,«K.™pportofcirilgo™  g.UrnoL"X°S'!:'.;co"»™hS?lh 

omit,  m  (ucA  proanca  lOiert  ft  iluUbt  found  of  Mjie  oflhe  duiea  laid  ia  the  «ct  «2t 
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^amt  *mn  export.    You  did  so,  sooq  after  the  involved  in  the  comprehensive  energy  of  that 

last  war ;  when,  upon  this  priaciph,  you  vei>-  significant  appellation.    I  am  not  called  upon  to 

bared  Co  impose  a  duty  oo  coals.    In  all  the  enlarge  to  you  on  that  danger,  which  you  tliou^t 

•iticles  of  American  contraband  trade,  who  proper  yourselves  to  aggravate,  and  to  display 

ever  heard  of  the  smuggling  of  red  lead,  and  to  the  world  with  all  the  parade  of  indiscreet 

«ikU«  lead  ?  You  might,  therefore,  well  enough,  declamation.   The  monopoly  of  the  nrast  lucr»- 

without  danger  of  contraband,  and  without  tive  trades,  and  the  possession  of  imperial 

injury  to  commerce  (if  this  were  the  whole  revenues,  had  brought  you  to  the  verge  of  beg- 

eooaideration)  have  taxed  these  commodities,  gary  and  ruin.    Such  was  your  representation 

Tbe  same  may  be  said  of  ^ass.    Besides,  — such,  in  some  measure,  was  your  case.   Tic 

■ane  of  tho  things  taxed  were  so  trivial,  that  vent  of  ton  millions  of  pounds  of  diis  commo^ 

fhs  loss  of  the  objects  themselves  and  their  dity,  now  locked  up  by  the  operation  of  an  inji^ 

otter  aimibilation  out  of  American  commerce,  dicious  tax,  and  rotting  in  the  warehouses  of 

voidd  have  been  comparatively  as  nothing.  But  the  company,  would  have  prevented  all  this  dis* 

k  dte  article  of  tea  such  an  object  in  the  trade  tress,  and  all  that  series  of  desperate  measures 

«f  England,  as  not  to  be  felt,  or  felt  but  slightly,  which  you  thought  yourselves  obliged  to  take 

lite  white  lead,  and  red  lead,  and  painters'  co-  in  consequence  of  it.    America  would  have 

bas?  Tea  is  an  object  of  &r  other  importance,  furnished  that  vent,  which  no  other  part  of  the 

Tea  is  perhaps  the  most  important  object,  world  can  furnish  but  America ;  where  tea  is 

akiag  it  with  its  necessary  connections,  of  any  next  to  a  necessary  of  life ;  and  where  the  de* 

it  the  mighty  circle  of  our  commerce.    If  com-  mand  grows  upon  the  supply.  I  hope  our  dea** 

aereial  principles  had  been  the  true  motives  to  bought  East  India  committees  have  done  us  at 

dbe  repeal,  or  had  they  been  at  all  attended  to,  least  so  much  good,  as  to  let  us  know,  that 

tea  wodd  have  been  the  last  article  we  should  without  a  more  extensive  sale  of  that  article, 

lave  left  taxed  for  a  subject  of  controversy.  our  East  India  revenues  and  acquisitions  can 

Sir,  it  is  not  a  pleasant  consideration ;  but  have  no  certain  connection  with  this  country. 

UNhing  in  die  world  can  read  so  awful  and  so  It  is  through  tho  American  trade  of  tea  that 

iMnietive  a  lesson,  as  the  conduct  of  ministry  your  East  India  conquests  are  to  be  prevented 

■  this  business,  upon  the  mischief  of  not  ha-  from  crusliing  you  with  their  burthen.  They 
viag  brge  and  liberal  ideas  in  the  management  are  ponderous  indeed ;  and  they  must  have  that 
of  great  afiairs.  Never  have  the  servants  (tf  great  country  to  lean  upon,  or  they  tumble  upon 
Ifae  slate  looked  at  the  whole  of  your  compli-  your  head.  It  is  the  same  folly  that  has  lost 
eilsd  interests  in  one  connected  view.  They  you  at  once  the  benefit  of  the  west  and  the  east. 
kne  taken  things,  by  bits'  and  scraps,  some  at  This  folly  has  thrown  open  folding-doors  to 
«e  time  and  one  pretence,  and  some  at  another,  contraband;  and  will  be  the  means  of  giving 
jut  IS  they  pressed,  without  any  sort  of  regard  the  profits  of  the  trade  of  your  colonies,  to  eveiy 
to  thsk  relations  or  dependencies.  They  never  nation  but  yourselves.  Never  did  a  people 
bi  taj  kind  of  system,  right  or  vnrong ;  but  suffer  so  much  for  the  empty  words  of  a  pre» 
oriy  iafvnted  occasionally  some  miserable  tale  amble.  It  must  bo  given  up.  For  on  what 
fir  dM  day,  in  order  meanly  to  sneak  out  of  principle  does  it  stand  ?  This  famous  revenue 
dMinJties,  into  which  th<y  had  proudly  strut-  stands,  at  this  hour,  on  all  the  debate,  as  a 
tod.  And  they  were  put  to  all  these  shifts  and  description  of  revenue  not  as  yet  known  in  all 
Jeviees,  foil  of  meannes*  and  full  of  mischief,  the  comprehensive  (but  too  comprehensive !) 

■  Older  to  piUer  piece-n'.eal  a  repeal  of  an  act,  vocabulary  of  finance—a  prttxmbulary  tas.  It 
irinch  they  had  not  the  g'Uicrous  courage,  when  is  indeed  a  tax  of  sophistry,  a  tax  of  pedantry, 
ihey  found  and  felt  their  «rrour,  honourably  and  a  tax  of  disputation,  a  tax  of  war  and  rebellion, 
furiy  to  disclaim.  By  such  management,  by  a  tipc  for  any  thing  but  benefit  to  the  imposers, 
Ihs  ifrisistible  operation  of  feeble  councils,  so  or  satisfaction  to  the  subject. 

Mllfj  a  sura  as  three-pence  in  tho  eyes  of  a  Well !  but  whatever  it  is,  gentlemen  wU 

■HBeier,  so  insignifictmt  an  article  as  tea  in  force  the  colonists  to  take  the  teas.    You  will 

of  a  philosopner,  have  shaken  the  pil-  force  them  ?  has  seven  years'  struggle  been  yet 


of  a  cooOTiercial  empire  that  circled  the  able  to  force  them  ?  O  but  it  seems  '*  we  are  in 

sfhele  globe.  the  right— The  tax  is  U-ifling—  in  effect  it  is 

Do  you  Ibrget  that,  in  the  very  last  year,  you  rather  an  exoneration  than  an   imposition 

stood  OB  the  precipice  of  general  bankniptcy  ?  three-fourdis  of  the  duty  formerly  payable  en 

Yonr  danger  was  indeed  great.  You  were  d  is-  teas  exported  to  America  is  taken  off;  the 

tfMsed  in  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  cofipa-  place  of  collection  is  only  shifted ;  instead  of 

0f ;  and  you  well  know  what  sort  of  things  ar^  the  retention  of  a  shilling  from  the  drawbsd 

Vol.  L— is 
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here,  it  b  three-pence  cuBtom  paid  in  Ame*  redectioa  upon  jour  wiad      uy  peisist  in  %.  w^ 

rica."    AU  this,  Sir,  is  very  true.    But  this  lemn  parliamentary  decl    >  'Ion  of  tfie  ezpedi> 

is  the  very  folly  and  mischief  of  the  act.    In*  ency  of  any  object,  for  w*     i,attheBanietimey 

credible  as  it  may  seem,  you  knoir  that  you  youmakenosortofprofv/ <n.    Anipray,Sir9 

ha?e  deliberately  thrown  away  a  large  duty  let  not  this  circumstance  .^'apeyou;  itisveij 

whidi  you  held  secure  and  quiet  in  your  hands,  material ;  that  the  prea'  iile  of  this  act,  vriiieb 

for  the  Tain  hope  of  getting  one  three-fourths  we  wish  to  repeal,  is  wf  i^tdarotary  rfrif^j  as 

ess,  through  erery  hazard,   throu^  certain  some  gentlemen  seem  to  argue  it ;  it  is  only  » 

litigation,  and  possibly  throu^  war.  recital  of  the  eapee&ncy  of  a  certain  exercise  oC 

The  manner  of  proceeding  in  the  duties  on  a  ri^t  supposed  already  to  ha?e  been  asserted ; 

paper  and  glass,  imposed  by  the  same  act,  was  anexerciseyou  are  now  contending  for  by  wajt 

exactly  in  the  same  spirit.    There  are  heavy  and  means,  which  you  confess,  though  thay 

excises  on  those  articles  when  used  in  England,  were  obeyed,  to  be  utterly  insufficient  for  their 

On  export,  these  excises  are  drawn  back.   But  purpose.    You  are  therefore  at  this  moment  in 

instead  of  withh<dding  the  drawback,  which  the  awkward  situation  of  fighting  for  a  pfan»- 

might   have  been  done,  with   ease,  without  torn ;  a  quiddity ;  a  thing  that  wants,  not  asSj 

charge,  without  possibility  of  smu^ing ;  and  a  substance,  but  even  a  name ;  for  a  dung, 

instead  of  applying  the  money  (money  already  which  is  neither  abstract  right,  nor  profitaUa 

in  your  hands)  according  to  jrour  pleasure,  you  enjoyment. 

began  your  operations  in  finance  by  flinging  They  tell  you,  Sir,  thai  your  dignity  is  tied  to 

away  your  revenue ;  jrou  allowed  the  whole  it.    I  know  not  how  it  happens,  but  this  dignity 

drawback  on  export,  and  then  you  charged  the  of  yours  is  a  terrible  incumbrance  to  you ;  for 

duty  (which  you  had  before  discharged)  pay-  it  has  of  late  beui  ever  at  war  with  your  inte> 

able  in  the  colonies ;  where  it  was  certain  the  rest,  your  equity,  and  every  idea  ^yoor  policy, 

collection  would  devour  it  to  the  bone ;  if  any  Shew  the  thing  you  contend  for  to  be  reason; 

revenue  were  ever  suffered  to  be  collected  at  shew  it  to  be  conunon  sense ;  shew  it  to  be  dw 

all.     One  spirit  pervades  and  animates  the  means  of  attaining  some  usefiil  end ;  and  then 

whole  mass.  I  am  content  to  allow  it  what  digni^  you  pleaae. 

Could  any  thing  be  a  subject  of  more  just  But  what  dignity  is  derived  from  the  perseve* 

alarm  to  America,  than  to  see  you  go  out  of  ranee  in  alMurdity  is  more  than  I  ever  nrwM 

the  plain  high  road  of  finance,  and  give  up  discem.    The  honouralJe  gentleman  has  sai^ 

your  most  certain  revenues  and  your  clearest  well — indeed,  in  most  of  bis  general  obsemar 

interest,  merely  for  the  sake  of  insulting  your  tions  I  agree  with  him — ^he  says,  that  this  sol^ 

colonies?  No  man  ever  doubted  that  the  com-  ject  does  not  stand  as  it  did  formerly.    Oh^ 

roodity  of  tea  could  bear  an  imposition  of  three-  certainly  not !  every  hour  you  continue  on  thai 

pence.    But  no  commodity  will  bear  three-  ill  chosen  ground,  your  difficnlties  thickm  <m 

pence,  or  will  bear  a  penny,  vriien  the  general  you ;  and  therefore  my  conclusion  is,  remof« 

feelings  of  men  are  irritated,  and  two  millions  fix>m  a  bad  position  as  quickly  as  you  cuu 

of  people  are  resolved  not  to  pay.     The  foel-  The  disgrace,  and  the  necessi^  of  yieldiiyy 

ings  of  the  colonies  were  formerly  the  foelinga  both  of  them,  grow  upon  you  every  hoinrof  joor 

of  Great  Britain.    Theirs  were  formerly  the  delay. 

feelings  of  Mr.  Hampden  when  called  upqn  But  will  you  repeal  the  act,  says  the  hoiMi»> 

for  the  pa3rment  of  twenty  shillings.    Woura  able  gentleman,  at  this  instant  when  Ajnerioa 

twen^  shillings  have  ruined  Mr.  Hampden's  is  in  open  resistance  to  your  authority,  and  that 

fortune  ?  No !  but  the  payment  of  half  twenty  you  have  just  revived  your  system  of  taxatioaf 

[fillings,  on  the  principle  it  was  demanded,  He  thinks  he  has  driven  us  into  a  corner.    Bui 

would  have  made  him  a  slave.  It  is  the  weight  thus  pent  up,  I  am  content  to  meet  him ;  be- 

of  that  preamble,  of  which  you  are  so  fond,  and  cause  I  enter  the  lists  supported  by  my  old  anK 

not  the  weight  of  the  duty,  that  the  Americans  thority,  his  new  friends,  the  ministers  thena- 

are  unable  and  unwilling  to  bear.  selves.  The  honourable  gentleman  rememben, 

It  is  then.  Sir,  upon  the  prindpU  of  this  that  about  five  years  ago  as  groat  disturbances 

measure,  and  nothing  else,  that  we  are  at  issue,  as  the  present  prevail<xl  in  America  on  aooomt 

ft  is  a  principle  of  political  expediency.    Your  of  the  new  taxes.    The  ministers  represented 

set  of  1767  asserts,  that  it  is  expedient  to  raise  these  disturbances  as  treasonable ;   and  this 

a  revenue  in  America ;  your  act  (/1 769,  which  house  thought  proper,  on  that  representation, 

takes  away  that  revenue,  contradicts  the  act  of  to  make  a  famous  address  for  a  revival,  aad 

1767 ;  and  by  something  much  stronger  than  for  a  new  application,  of  a  statute  of  Ilevy 

•ords,  asserts,  that  it  is  not  expedient.    It  is  a  VTTI.    We  besought  the  king,  in  that  wall 
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considered  address,  to  enquire  into  treasonsi  to  the pea/K  and  protperUy  of  Great  Britain  and 
and  to  bring  the  mippoeed  traitors  from  Ame-  her  eoionie$ ;  and  to  re-ettablish  thatmutual  con- 
nca  to  Great  Britain  for  trial.    His  majesty  fidence  and  affection,  upon  which  the  glory  and 
was  pleased  graciously  to  promise  a  oompli*  t^fefy  of  the  Brititk  empire  depend." 
WDco  with  our  request.    All  the  attempts  from        Here,  Sir,  is  a  canonical  book  of  ministeria) 
Ais  side  of  the  house  to  res^  diese  riolences,  scripture^  the  general  epistle  to  the  Aoieri* 
■Ad  Co  bring  about  a  repeal,  were  treated  with  cans.    What  does  the  gentleman  say  to  it  1 
Ae  utmost  scorn.     An  apprehension  of  ths  Here  a  repeal  is  promised ;  promised  without 
very  eoosequences  now  stated  by  the  honour*  condition ;  and  while  yoor  aiuhority  was  actu- 
■ble  jrentleman,  was  then  given  as  a  reason  fur  ally  resisted.    I  pass  by  the  public  promise  of 
Amtiiig  the  door  against  all  hope  of  such  an  a  poor  relative  to  the  repeal  of  taxes  by  thib 
rileration.     And  so  strong  was  the  spirit  for  house.    I  pass  by  the  use  of  the  king's  name 
supporting  the   new  taxes,  that  the  session  in  a  matter  of  supply,  that  sacred  and  reserved 
eoncladed  with  the  following  remarkable  decla*  right  of  the  Commons.    I  conceal  the  ridicu- 
llfioo.     After  stating  the  vigorous  measures  lous  figure  of  parliament,  hurling  its  thunders 
vtiidi  had  been  pursued,  the  speech  from  the  at  the  gigantic  rebellion  of  America;  and  then 
^one  proceeds :  five  days  after,  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  thoso 
Yom  have  auuredmeofyow&imeupportin  assemblies  we  affected  to  despise;   beggirg 
fc  prosecation  of  them.      Nothing,  in  my  them,  by  the  intervention  of  our  ministeriu 
ipuJofi,  emdd  be  more  Uhiy  to  enaUe  the  im^  sureties,   to   receive   our    submiraion ;    and 
itpeeed  among  my  aubjects  in  that  part  of  the  heartily  promising  amendment.    These  might 
•irld^  ^g^ettiaUy  to  diaoourage  and  defeat  the  de-  bave  been  serious  matters  fbrroerly ;  but  we 
i^m  <f  the  fae&oue  and  aeditioti$j  than  the  are  grown  wiser  than  our  fathers.    Passing, 
karty  eoncMtrrenee  qf  every  branch  of  the  Ugie^  therefore,  fi'om  the  constitutional  consideration 
fllsrs,  m  maintaining  the  execution  of  the  laws  to  the  mere  policy,  does  not  this  letter  imply, 
ii  every  part  qfmy  dondmone.  that  the  idea  of  taxing  America  for  the  purpose 
After  this  no  man  dreamt  that  a  repeal  under  of  revenue  is  an  abominable  project ;  when  the 
Ab  ministry  could  ponibly  take  place.    The  ministry  suppose  none  but  factioue  men,  and 
fconaurable  gentleman  knows  as  well  as  I,  than  with  seditious  news  could  charge  them  with  it? 
lis  idea  was  utterly  exploded  by  thoso  who  does  not  this  letter  ad(^t  and  sanctify  the  Ame- 
Mray  the  house.  This  speech  was  made  on  the  rican  distinction  o{ taxing  for  revenue?  does  it 
Wlh  day  of  May,  1769.    Five  days  after  this  not  (brmally  reject  all  future  taxation  on  that 
ipesch,  that  is,  on  the  13th  of  the  same  month,  principle  ?  does  it  not  state  the  ministerial  re- 
Ibs  pobiic  circular  letter,  a  peut  (^  which  I  am  jection  of  such  principle  of  taxation,  not  as  the 
foiagtoread  toyou,  was  written  by  Lord  Hills-  occasional,  but  the  constant  opmionof  the  king's 
isroygh,  secretary  of  state  for  the  colonies,  servants?  does  it  not  say,  (I  care  not  how  coo- 
After  reciting  the  substance  of  the  king's  sistently,  but  does  it  not  say,)  that  their  con- 
Jipeeeb,  be  goes  on  thus :  duct  with  regard  to  America  has  been  ahoaye 
<*/  can  take  upon  me  to  aeture  you,  notwith'  governed  by  this  policy?    It  goes  a  great  deal 
ltm£mg  ineinmation*  to  the  contrary,  from  men  further.    These  excellent  and  trusty  servants 
wkk  fcctious  and  seditious  views,  Vud  hie  ma^  o(  the  king,  justly  fearful  lest  they  themselves 
jatir's  present  administration  have  at  no  timo  shouM  have  lost  all  credit  with  the  world,  bring 
iHilaiaiwl  a  design  to  propose  to  parliament  out  the  imago  of  their  gracious  sovereign  from 
Is  lay  any  further  taxes  upon  America,  for  the  the  inmost  and  most  sacred  shrine,  and  they 
pMpose  ^RAISING  A  REVENUE ;  and  pawn  him  as  a  security  for  their  promises. — 
that  Hie  <d  preeent  their  intention  to  propoee,  "  Hie  mi^sty  relies  on  your  pmdafice  and  fide- 
ttf  neai  eeenon  qf  parliament,  to  take  (fftiie  du-  lity  for  such  an  explanation  of  hie  measures." 
tf«  upon  ^aee,  paper,  and  ooloure,  won  conei'  These  sentiments  of  the  minister,  and  these 
dmmtien  of  each  dudee  having  been  laid  con*  measures  of  his  majesty,  can  only  relate  to  the 
tiary  to  the  true  principles  of  commerce.  principle  and  practice  of  taxing  for  a  revenue ; 
**  These  have  always  been,  and  still  are  the  and  accordingly  Lord  Botetourt,  stating  it  as 
imente  qf  Ide  majesty's  present  servants ;  such,  did,  with  great  propriety,  and  in  Uie  ex- 
l  by  lofttcA  their  conduct  in  respect  to  Ame-  act  spirit  of  his   instructions,  endeavour  to 
has  been  governed.    And  his  majesty  re-  remove  the  fears  of  the  Virginian  assembW, 
ds  upon  your  prudence  andfidStyfor  tueh  an  lest  the  sentiments,  which  it  seems  (unknown 
mplmuAm  of  his  meaewres,  ae  may  tend  to  re-  to  the  work!)  had  ahaaye  been  those  of  the 
■HOT  Ae  pnjudiue  which  have  been  excited  by  n^inisters,  and  by  which  their  conduct  in  rs- 
4s  muereprmentatume  of  those  10^  are  enemiee  ipect  to  America  had  been  govamed,  shouki  hj 
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«oroe  possUe  revolution,  favourable  to  wicked  the  votes  of  American  assemblies.    It  vna  ^ 

American   taxes,  be  hereaAer  counteracted.  America  that  your  resolutions  were  pi«-<fo» 

He  addresses  them  in  this  manner :  dared.    It  was  from  thence  that  we  knew  VS  • 

It  may  potmbbf  be  ohjteted,  that,  a$  hU  Ma^  certainty,  how  much  exactiy,  and  not  a  scrc^iia 

jetty's  pnaaU  adminigtratum  are  not  immortal,  more  nor  less,  we  were  to  repeal.    We  wtn 

their  mtecenon  may  be  indined  to  attempt  to  unworthy  to  be  let  into  the  secret  of  our  oiwr 

undo  u)hat  the  preaent  ndnulen  thaU  have  at"  conduct.    The  assemblies  had  oo»t/fdefiCia/oaa»- 
temjOed  to  perform ;  and  to  thdt  abjeedon  I  eon  .  munications  fiiom  his  majesty's  cofi^<iai<ialscr» 

give  but  (hit  antwer ;  that  it  i$  my  JSrm  opinion,  vants.    We  were  nothing  but  instruments.   Do 

that  the  plan  I  have  itated  to  you  wiU  eerUdnty  you,  after  this,  wonder,  that  you  have  no  wei|^ 

take  place,  and  that  it  ukU  never  be  departed  from;  and  no  respect  in  the  colonies  ?  After  this,afv 

and  so  determined  am  I  for  ever  to  tdnde  by  it,  you  surprised,  that  parliament  is  every  di^ 

that  I  will  be  content  to  be  declared  infamous,  if  and  every  where  losing  (I  feel  it  with  sorrow, 

/  do  not,  to  the  last  hour  t^  my  life,  at  aU  times,  I  utter  it  with  reluctance)  that  reverential  «P 

tn  all  places,  and  upon  all  occasions,  exert  every  fection,  which  so  endearing  a  name  of  authori^ 

pov;er  with  which  I  either  am,  or  ever  shail  be  ought  ever  to  carry  with  it ;  that  you  are  obeyod 

legally  invested,  in  order  to  obtain  and  maintain  scdely  from  respect  to  the  bayonet ;  and  thai  tbm 

for  the  continent  of  America  that  satisfactioa  bouse,  the  groimd  and  pillar  of  freedom,  is  il> 

which  Ihavebeen  authorised  to  promise  this  day,  self  held  up  only  by  the  treacherous  tmda|Hi^ 

6y(^  confidential  serunUfo/*  our  ^7actbu«sov^  ning  and  clumsy  buttresses  of  arbitrary  power? 

rdpi,  who,  to  my  certain  knowledge  rates  his  If  this  dignity,  which  is  to  stand  in  the  pbet 

honour  so  high,  that  he  would  rather  part  with  of  just  policy  and  common  sense,  had  been 

bis  crown,  than  preserve  it  by  deceit^  coiisulted,  there  was  a  time  for  presenring  it, 

A  glorious  and  true  character!  which  (since  and  for  recotx;iling  it  with  any  concession.    VL 

we  suffer  his  ministers  with  impunity  to  an-  in  the  session  of  1768,  that  session  of  idle  teiw 

swer  for  his  ideas  of  taxation)  we  ought  to  rour  and  empty  menaces,  you  had,  as  you  werr 

make  it  our  business  to  enable  his  majesty  to  of^n  pressed  to  do,  repealed  these  taxes ;  then 

preserve  in  aD  its  lustre.    Let  him  have  cha-  your  strong  operations  would  have  come  justi-> 

racter,  since  ours  is  no  more !    Let  some  part  fied  and  enforced,  in  case  your  cooceasioai 

of  government  be  kept  in  respect !  had  been  returned  by  outrages.    But,  prepo»- 

This  epistle  was  not  the  letter  of  Lord  Hills-  terously,  you  began  with  violence ;  and  heSont 

borough  solely ;  though  he  held  the  official  pen.  terrours  could  have  any  effect,  either  good  or 

It  was  the  letter  of  the  noble  lord  upon  the  bad,  your  ministers  immediately  begged  por^ 

floor,!  and  of  all  the  king's  then  ministers,  who  don,  and  promised  that  repeal  to  the  obatmate 

(with  I  think  the  exception  of  two  only)  are  Americans  which  they  had  refused  in  an  ewy, 

his  ministers  at  this  hour.    The  very  first  news  good-natured,  complying  British  parliaoieat. 

that  a  British  parliament  heard  of  what  it  was  The  assemblies,  which  had  been  pvMicly  tad 

to  do  with  the  duties  which  it  had  given  and  avowedly  dissolved  for  their  contumacy,  are 

granted  to  the  king,  was  by  the  publication  of  called  together  to  receive  your  sobmiHiQO. 

Tour  ministerial  directors  blustered  like  tragic 

•  A  material  point  is  omitted  by  Mr.  Burke  in  ^^^  ^?^:  ^  ^"^  ^f"^  mumping  with  a 

(his  speech,  viz.  the  manner  in  which  the  eon-  «>™  '®g  ^  Amenca,  canting  and  whimng,  and 

tinent  received  this  royal  assurance.     The  complaining  offaction,  which  represented  dieai 

assemblv  of"  Virginia,  in  ihetr  address  in  an-  as  friends  to  a  revenue  from  the  colonies.    1 

■wer  to  Lord  Botetourt's  speech,  express  them-  l^_„  ««k^„  :«  .u:.  u^..^  «:ii  u..-«.a—  u— « 

selves  thus  :  "  We  will  nS  suffer  iur  present  ^^^.  '^'^y  ""  **»»'  ^^^  7^'  hereafter  havo 

hopes,  arising  from  the  pleasing  prospect  your  the  impudence  to  defend  American  taxes  n 

lordship  hath  so  kindly  opened  and  displayed  the  name  of  ministry.    The  moment  they  do, 

10  us,  to  be  dashed  by  the  bitter  reflection  that  with  this  letter  of  attorney  in  my  hand,  I  wffl 

anv/ufureadministration  will  entertain  a  wish     4.1  .u^„    :«  .u-     ...k    •    j  .     .t 

to  aepart  from  the  plan  which  affords  the  surest  ^^  T"'  ""  .^^  authorwed  teriM,  they  am 

and  most  permanent  foundation  of  public  tran-  wretches,  "  with  factious  and  seditious  viewi- 

quiliity  and  happiness :  No,  my  lord,  we  are  enemies  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the 

sure  our  most  gradoM  sovereign,  }indeTyrhat-  mother  country  and  the  colonies,"  and  fid>. 

ever  changes  may  happen  in  his  confidential     „^.»^_  it  ^r  ti^        »!«'.•  j     e 

servants,  will  reniin  immutable  In  the  ways  of  7'^^"      **^,^?  »""tual  affccUon  and  cooB- 

truih  and  justice,  and  that  he  Is  incapable  of  dence  on  which  the  glory  and  safely  of  the 

deceiving  his  faithful  subjects  ;  and  we  must  British  empire  depend." 

esteem  your  lordship's  Inrormaiion  not  only  as  After  this  letter,  the  question  is  no  more  m 

warranted,  but  even  sancufled  by  the  royal •  .        j«     •.        riiL  1      i-T 

vtord.^^  propnety  or  dignity.    They  are  gone  ahvady. 

t  Lord  North.  The  faith  of  your  sovereign  is  pledged  fer  tm 


SPEECH  ON  AMERICAN  TAXATION.  199 

potiliol  principle.    The  general  declaration  I  dare  say  the  noble  lord  is  perfectly  wel 

in  the  letter  goes  to  the  whole  of  it.    You  read,  because  the  duty  of  his  particular  office 

nniit  therefore  either  abandon  the  scheme  of  requires  he  should  be  so,  in  all  our  revenue 

tajung ;  or  yuu  must  send  the  ministers  tarred  laws ;  and  in  the  policy  which  is  to  bo  collected 

'  feathered  to  America,  who  dared  to  hold  out  of  them.   Now,  Sir,  when  he  had  read  this 

the  royal  faith  foi*  a  renunciatioo  for  all  actof  American  revenue,  and  a  little  recovered 

for  revenue.    Them  you  must  punish,  or  from  his  astonishment,  I  suppose  he  made  one 

diH  fitith  you  must  preserve.  The  preservatioa  step  retrogmde  (it  is  but  one)  and  looked  at  the 

of  tfak  &ith  is  of  more  consequence  than  the  act  which  stands  just  before  m  the  statute  book. 

an  rmt  lead,  or  tckUe  Uttd,  or  on  broken  The  American  revenue  act  is  the  forty-fifVb 

,  or  ailaa-ordincay,  or  dtmy^Jine,  or  bbt^-  chapter;  the  other  to  which  I  refer  is  the  Ibrty- 

,  or  boitardj  or  fooUeapf  which  you  have  fourth  <^  the  same  session.    These  two  acts 

|iv«i  up ;  or  the  three-pence  on  tea  which  you  are  both  to  the  same  purpose ;  both  revenue 

mained.    The  letter  went  stamped  with  the  acts;  both  taxing  out  of  the  kingdom ;  and  both 

polilie  authority  of  this  kingdom.    The  in-  taxing  British  manufactures  exported.    As  the 

■iractioiis  for  the  colony  government  go  under  45th  is  an  act  for  raising  a  revenue  in  America, 

■0  other  sanction ;  and  America  cannot  be>  the  44th  is  an  act  for  raising  a  revenue  in  the 

Krre,  and  will  not  obey  you,  if  you  do  not  Isle  of  Man.    The  two  acta  perfectly  agree  in 

e  this  channel  of  communication  sa-  all  respects,  except  one.    In  the  act  for  taxing 

Tou  are  now  punishing  the  colonies  for  the  Isle  of  Man,  the  noble  lord  will  find  (not, 

on  distinctions,  held  out  by  that  very  as  in  the  American  act,  four  or  five  artides) 

■inistry  which  is  here  shining  in  riches,  in  but  abnost  the  v^ioU  body^  of  British  manu- 

fcffwir,  and  in  power ;  and  urging  the  punish-  fitctures,  taxed  from  two  and  a  half  to  fifteen 

of  the  very  offence  to  which  they  had  per  cent,  and  some  articles,  such  as  that  of 

Binaelves  been  the  tempters.  spirits,  a  great  deal  higher.    You  dkl  not  think 

Sir,  if  reasons  respecting  simply  your  own  it  uncommercial  to  tax  the  whole  mass  of  your 

,  which  is  your  own  convenience,  manufactures,  and,  let  me  add,  your  agriculture 

the  sole  grounds  of  the  repeal  of  the  five  too;  for,  I  now  recollect,  British  com  is  there 

;  why  does  Lord  Hillsborough,  in  dis-  also  taxed  up  to  ten  per  cen/.  and  this  too  in  the 

Haiming  in  the  name  of  the  king  and  ministry  very  head-quarters,  tlie  very  citadel  of  sroug^ 

ikeir  ever  having  had  an  intent  to  tax  for  gling,  the  Isle  of  Man.    Now  will  the  noUe 

fstfue,  mention  it  as  the  means  "  of  re-es-  lord  condescend  to  tell  me  why  he  repealed  the 

llhUshiiw^  the  confidence  and  affection  of  the  taxes  on  your  manufactures  sent  out  to  Ame- 

coknuear*    Is  it  a  way  of  soothing  cthtrM^  to  rica,  and  not  the  taxes  on  the  manufactures 

iMra  them  that  you  will  take  good  care  of  exported  to  the  Isle  of  Man  ?    The  principle 

fwrwy/    The  medium,  the  only  medium,  for  was  exactly  tlie  same,  the  objects  charged  infi- 

itfainiBf  their  affection  and  confklence,  is,  nitely  more  extensive,  the  duties,  without  con* 

Alt yoa  will  take  off*  something  oppressive  to  parison  higher.    Why?  why,  notwithstanding 

Mr  minds.    Sir,  the  letter  strongly  enforces  aU  his  childish  pretexts,  because  the  taxes  were 

te  ide^:  for  though  the  repeal  of  the  taxes  quietly  submitted  to  in  the  Isle  of  Man  ;  and 

bpramised  on  commercial  principles,  yet  the  because  they  raised  a  flame  in  America.   Your 

■Mm  of  counteracting  **  the  insinuations  of  reasons  were  political,  not  commercial.    The 

■n  with  foctious  and  seditious  views,"  is,  by  repeal  was  made,  as  Lord  Hillsborough's  letter 

\  disclaimer  of  the  intention  of  taxing  for  well  expresses  it,  to  regain  **  the  confidence 

lifcmiu,  as  a  constant  invariable  sentiment  and  afiection  of  the  colonies,  on  which  the 

ad  nde  of  conduct  in  the  government  of  glory  and  safety  of  the  British  empire  depend." 

flmwki  A  wise  and  just  motive  surely,  if  ever  there 

I  remember  that  the  noble  lord  on  the  floor,  was  such.    But  the  mischief  and  dishonour  u, 

Ml  in  a  former  debate  to  be  sure,  (it  would  be  that  you  have  not  done  what  you  had  given 

4nrderly  to  refer  to  it,  I  suppose  I  read  tl  the  oolonies  just  cause  to  expect,  when  your 

mmawhere,)  but  the  noble  kmi  was  pleased  to  ministers  disclaimed  the  idea  of  t^xes  for  a 

■J,  that  he  did  not  conceive  how  it  could  revenue.    There   is  nothing  simple,  nothing 

Mier  into  the  head  of  man  to  impose  such  manly,  nothing  ingenuous,  open,  decisive,  or 

IBM  as  thoM  of  1767 ;  I  mean  those  taxes  steady,  in  the  proceeding,  with  regard  eithei 

irideh  he  voted  for  imposing,  and  voted  for  to  the  continuance  or  the  repeal  of  the  taxes. 

Sing;  as  being  taxes,  contrary  to  all  the  The  whole  has  an  air  of  littleness  and  fraud. 

plM  of  commerce,  laid  on  Bridth  Manuf  The  article  of  tea  is  slurred  over  in  the  ciiw 

cular  letter,  m  it  were  by  accident — nothing  ie 
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•aid  of  a  resolution  either  to  keep  that  tax,  o  what  he  thought  necessary  upon  the  narronv 

to  give  it  up.    There  is  no  fair  dealing  in  an>  part  of  the  subject,  I  have  given  him,  I  hope,  • 

part  of  the  transaction.  satisfactory  answer.    He  next  presses  me  hj 

If  you  mean  to  folbw  your  true  motive  and  a  variety  of  direct  challenges  and  oblique  re- 

your  public  faith,  give  up  your  tax  on  tea  for  flections  to  say  something  on  the  historical  put. 

raising  a  revenue,  the  principle  of  which  has,  I  ritall,  therefore,  Sir,  open  myself  fully  on  that 

in  effect,  been  disclaimed  in  your  name ;  and  important  and  delicate  subject ;  not  for  die  sake 

which  produces  you  no  ad\'antage;  no,  not  a  of  telling  you  a  long  story,  (which,  I  know,  Mr. 

penny.    Or,  if  you  choose  to  go  on  with  a  poor  Speaker,  you  are  not  particularly  food  of,)  but 

pretence  instead  of  a  solid  reason,  and  will  still  for  the  sake  of  the  weighty  instruction  that,  I 

adhere  to  your  cant  of  commerce,  you  have  ten  flatter  myself,  will  necessarily  resuh  firora  iL 

thousand  times  more  strong  commercial  rea-  It  shall  not  be  longer,  if  I  can  help  it,  than  ■% 

ions  for  giving  up  this  duty  on  tea,  than  for  serious  a  matter  requires, 

abandoning  the  five  others  that  you  have  al-  Permit  me  then,  Sir,  to  lead  your  attentioa 

ready  renounced.  very  &r  back ;  back  to  the  act  of  navigatioo ;  the 

The  American  consumption  of  teas  isannu-  comeivstone  of  the  poUcy  c^  this  country,  with 

ally,  I  believe,  worth  £3O0fiO0  at  the  least  &r-  regard  to  its  cokmies.    Sir,  that  policy  was, 

thing.    If  you  urge  the  American  violence  as  from  the  beginning,  purely  commercial ;  and 

a  justifnation  of  your  perseverance  in  enforcing  the  commercial  system  was  wholly  restrictive, 

this  tax,  you  know  that  you  can  never  answer  It  was  the  system  of  a  monopoly.  No  trade  was 

this  plain  question — Why  did  you  repeal  the  let  loose  from  that  constraint,  but  merely  to 

others  given  in  the  same  act,  whilst  Uie  very  enable  the  colonists  to  dispose  of  what,  in  the 

same  violence  subsisted  ? — But  you  did  not  course  of  your  trade,  you  couU  not  take ;  or  to 

find  the  violence  cease  upon  that  concession.—  enable  them  to  dispose  of  such  articles  as  we 

No !  because  the  concession  was  far  shortof  sa-  forced  upon  them,  and  for  whif;hi  without  seme 

Cisfying  the  principle  which  Lord  Uillsborou^  degree  of  liberty,  they  could  not  pay.    Hence 

had  abjured '.  or  even  the  pretence  on  which  all  your  specific  and  detailed  enumerations : 

the  repeal  of  the  other  taxes  was  announced :  hence  the  innumerable  checks  and  countatw 

and  because,  by  enabling  the  East  India  com-  checks:  hence  that  infinite  variety  of  paper 

pany  to  q>en  a  shop  for  defeating  the  Ameri-  chains  by  which  you  bind  together  this  compli- 

can  resolution  not  to  pay  that  specific  tax,  you  cated  system  of  the  colonies.    This  principle 

manifestly  showed  a  hankering  afler  the  prin-  of  commercial  monopoly  runs  through  no  len 

ciple  of  the  act  which  you  formerly  had  re-  than  twentjr^nine   acts   of  parliament,  from 

oounced.    Whatever  road  you  take  leads  to  a  the  year   1660  to  the  unfortunate  period  of 

compliance  with  this  motion.    It  opens  to  you  1764. 

•t  the  end  of  every  vista.    "Your  commerce,  In  all  those  acts  the  system  of  commerce  is 

your  policy,  your   promises,   your   reasons,  established,  as  that,  from  whence  akme  yon 

your   pretences,   your  ccHisistency,  your  in-  proposed  to  make  the  colonies  contribute  (JL 

consistency, — all  jointly  oblige   you  to   this  mean  directly  and  by  the  operation  of  your 

repeal.  superintending  legislative  power)to  the  itrcsigdi 

But  s^ll  it  sticks  in  our  throats,  if  we  go  so  of  the  empire.    I  venture  to  say,  that  duni^ 

(ar,  the  A^mericans  will  go  farther.— We  do  that  whole  period,   a  parliamentary  revejoue 

not  know  that.    We  ought,  fi-om  experience,  from  thence  was  never  once  in  contempUttioo. 

rather  to  presume  the  contrary.    Do  we  not  Accordingly,  in  all  the  number  of  laws  passed 

know  for  certain,  that  the  Americans  are  going  with  regard  to  the  plantations,  the  words  whidi 

oo  as  fast  as  possible,  whilst  we  refuse  to  distinguish  revenue  laws,  specifically  as  sudi» 

gratify  them?  can  they  do  more,  or  can  they  were,  I  think,  premcditately  avoided.    I  do  not 

do  worse,  if  we  jrield  this  point  ?    I  think  this  say.  Sir,  that  a  form  of  words  alters  the  nature 

concession  will  rather  fix  a  turnpike  to  prevent  of  the  law,  or  abridges  the  power  of  the  law- 

a  further  progress.    It  is  impossible  to  answer  giver.    It  certainly  does  not.    However,  titles 

for  bodies  of  men.    But  I  am  sure  the  natural  and  formal  preambles  are  not  always  idle  words  ; 

efiect  of  fidelity,  clemency,  kindness  in  gover-  and  the  lawyers  firequendy  argue  from  them.    I 

oours,  is  peace,  good-will,  order,  and  esteem,  on  state  these  facts  to  show,  not  what  was  your 

the  part  of  the  governed.    I  woukl  certainly,  at  right,  but  what  has  been  your  settled  pciicjr* 

least,  give  these  fair  principles  a  fiiir  trial ;  Our  revenue  laws  have  usually  a  tUUf  purport* 

which,  since  the  making  of  diis  act  to  this  hour,  ing  their  being  ^on^;  and  the  words  ^we  owl 

Chey  never  have  had.  grant  usually  precede  the  enacting  parte.    Al* 

Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  having  spoken  though  duties  were  imposed  on  America  it 
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Bdi  of  King  Charles  the  Socood,  and  in  acts  with  their  strength.  They  were  confinned  in 
of  King  William,  no  one  title  of  giving  **  an  obedience  to  it,  even  more  by  usage  than  \y 
aid  to  his  majesty,"  or  any  other  cf  the  usual  law.  They  scarcely  had  remembered  a  time 
titlss  to  revenue  acts,  was  to  be  (bund  in  any  when  they  were  not  subject  to  such  restraint. 
of  them  till  1764 ;  nor  were  the  words  "  give  Besides,  they  were  indemnified  for  it  by  a  pe 
and  grant"  in  any  preamble  until  the  6th  of  cuniary  compensation.  Their  monopolist  hap« 
Georee  the  Second.  However  the  title  of  this  pened  to  be  one  of  the  richest  men  in  the  worid. 
act  of  George  the  Second,  notwithstanding  the  By  his  immense  capital  (primarily  employed, 
words  of  donation,  considers  it  merely  as  a  not  for  their  benefit,  but  his  own)  they  were 
f«giilatioa  of  trade,  <<  an  act  for  the  better  so-  enabled  to  proceed  with  their  fisheries,  their 
ennng  of  the  trade  of  his  majesty's  sugar  cob-  agriculture,  their  ship-buildinj^  (and  their  trade 
■ies  in  America.*'  This  act  was  made  on  a  too  within  the  limits,)  in  such  a  manner  as  got 
oompromise  of  all,  and  at  the  express  desire  of  far  the  start  of  the  slow  languid  operations  of 
a  part,  of  the  colonies  themselves.  It  was  unassisted  nature.  This  capital  was  a  hot-bed 
therefore  in  some  measure  with  their  consent ;  to  them.  Nothing  in  the  history  of  mankind 
nd  having  a  title  directly  purporting  only  a  is  like  their  progress.  For  my  part,  I  never 
mmmereial  rtgulation,  and  being  in  truth  no-  cast  an  eye  on  their  flourishing  commerce,  and 
thing  more,  the  words  were  passed  by,  at  a  their  cultivated  and  commodious  life,  but  they 
time  when  no  jealousy  was  entertained,  and  seem  to  me  rather  ancient  naticms  grown  to 
things  were  little  scrutinized.  Even  Gover-  perfection  through  a  long  series  of  fortunate 
Door  Bernard,  in  his  second  printed  letter,  events,  and  a  train  of  successful  industry,  ao- 
dated  in  1763,  ffivos  it  as  his  opinion,  that  "  it  cumulating  wealth  in  many  centuries,  than  the 
was  an  act  of  prohibUUmy  not  of  revenue."  colonies  of  yesterday ;  than  a  set  of  miserable 
This  is  certainly  true,  that  no  act  avowedly  for  outcasts,  a  few  years  ago,  not  so  much  sent  as 
fte  purpose  of  revenue,  and  with  the  ordinary  thrown  out,  on  the  bledk  aixl  barren  shore  of 
lids  and  recitaV  taken  together,  is  found  in  the  a  desolate  wilderness  three  thousand  milei 
Hitnte  book  until  the  year  I  have  mentioned ;  from  all  civilized  intercourse. 
that  is,  the  year  1764.  All  before  this  period  All  this  was  done  by  England,  whilst  Eng 
ilood  on  commercial  regulation  and  restraint,  land  pursued  trade,  and  forgot  revenue.  You 
The  scheme  of  a  colony  revenue  by  British  not  only  acquired  commerce,  but  you  actoaUy 
imhority  appeared  therefore  to  the  Ameri-  created  the  very  objects  of  trade  in  America ; 
cans  in  the  light  of  a  great  innovation ;  the  and  by  that  creation  you  raised  the  trade  of 
words  of  Gvovemour  Bernard's  ninth  letter,  this  kingdom  at  least  four-fold.  America  had 
wriltSB  in  Nov.  1765,  state  this  idea  very  the  compensation  of  your  capital,  which  made 
itrongly ; "  it  must,"  says  he, "  have  been  sup-  her  bear  her  servitude.  She  had  another  com- 
posed &u^  an  inmwadon  as  a  parliamentary  pensation,  which  you  are  now  going  to  take 
tuttkOf  would  cause  a  great  alarm,  and  meet  away  from  her.  She  had,  except  the  oommer- 
vilh  much  cfiposition  in  most  parts  of  America ;  cial  restraint,  every  characteristic  mark  of  a 
it  was  qaiia  new  to  the  people,  and  had  no  fete  people  in  all  her  internal  concerns.  She 
iMIs  hotmda  set  to  it"  After  stating  the  had  the  image  of  the  British  constitution. 
voabMst  of  government  there,  he  says, ''was  She  had  the  substance.  She  was  taxed  by 
Us  a  time  to  introduce  90  gmi  a  naidty  as  a  her  own  representatives.  She  chose  most  of 
paiiSamentary  inland  taxation  in  America?"  her  own  magistrates.  She  paid  them  all.  She 
Whatever  the  right  might  have  been,  this  had  in  effect  the  sole  disposal  of  her  own  in- 
■ode  of  oeing  it  was  absolutely  new  in  poli<7  temal  government.  This  whole  state  of  com- 
aad  praetice.  mercial  servitude  and  civil  liberty,  taken  toget 
Mr,  they  who  are  firiends  to  the  sdiemes  of  ther,  is  certainly  not  perfect  freedom ;  but  oom- 
revenue  say,  that  the  commercial  paring  it  with  die  ordinary  circumstances  of 


fMraint  is  full  as  hard  a  law  for  America  to    human  nature,  it  was  a  happy  and  liberal  cod- 
Ive  tnder.    I  think  so  too.   I  think  it,  if  un-     dition. 


I,  to  be  a  condition  of  as  rigorous        I  know.  Sir,  that  great  and  not  unsuccessAil 
Mffvifeude  as  men  can  be  subject  to.  But  Ame-     pains  have  been  taken  to  inflame  our  minds 


bore  it  from  the  fundamental  act  of  navi-  by  an  outcry,  in  this  house  and  out  of  it,  Uiat 

•ttaon  until  1764.— YHiy  ?  because  men  do  in  America  the  act  of  navigation  neither  kf 

Mar  the  inevitable  constitution  of  their  origi-  nor  ever  was,  obeyed.     But  if  you  take  the 

Ml  nature  with  all  its  infirmities.   The  act  of  colonies  through,  I  affirm,  that  its  authority 

■avigatioa  attended  the  colimies  fi-om  their  in-  never  was  disputed ;  that  it  was  no  where  dkH 

4hBqr>  grew  with  their  growth,  and  strengthened  Duted  for  aay  length  of  time;  and  on  the 
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whole,  that  it  mtm  well  obeeired.    Wherever  quite  over.  When  this  huge  increuo  of  military 

the  act  pressed  hard,  many  individuals  indeed  estabUshment  was  resolved  on,  a  revenue  wm 

evaded  it.    This  is  nothing.  These  scattered  to  be  Ibund  to  support  so  great  a  burtheo. 

mdividuals  never  denied  the  law,  and  never  Country  gentlemen,  the  great  patrcHis  of  oboO' 

obeyed  it.    Just  as  it  happens  whenev^  the  nomy,  and  the   great  resisters  of  a  standing 

laws  of  trade,  whenever  the  laws  of  revenue,  armed  (orce,  wouki  not  have  entered  with  mudl 

press  hard  upon  the  people  in  England ;  in  alacrity  into  the  vote  for  so  large  and  so  es» 

that  case  all  your  shores  are  full  of  contraband,  pensive  an  army,  if  they  had  been  very  sure 

Tour  right  to  give  a  monopoly  to  the  East  In-  that  they  were  to  ccmtinue  to  pay  for  it.    Bm 

dia  company,  your  right  to  lay  immense  duties  hopes  of  another  kind  were  held  out  to  them  ; 

on  Frendi  brandy,  are  not  disputed  in  England,  and  in  particular,  1  well  remember,  that  Mr. 

You  do  not  make  this  charge  on  any  man.  Townshend,   in  a  brilliant  harangue  on  this 

But  you  know  that  there  is  not  a  creek  from  subject,  did  dazzle  them,   by  flaying  before 

Pentiand  Frith  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  in  which  their  eyes  the  image  of  a  revenue  to  be  raisod 

they  do  not  smuggle  immense  quantities  of  teas,  in  America. 

East  India  goods,  and  brandies.    I  take  it  for  Here  began  to  dawn  the  first  glimmerings  of 

granted,  that  the  authority  of  Govemour  Ber-  this  new  colony  system.     It  appeared  more 

nard  in  thb  point  is  indisputable.    Speaking  distinctly  afterwards,  when  it  was  devolved 

of  these  laws,  as  they  regarded  that  part  of  upon  a  person  to  whom,  on  other  accoonlB,  this 

America  now  in  so  unhappy  a  axidition,  he  country  owes  very  great  obligations.    I  do  b^ 

says,  "  I  believe  they  are  no  where  better  sup>  lieve,  that  he  had  a  very  serious  desire  to  bene- 

fiorted  than  in  this  province  ;  I  do  not  pretend  fit  the  public.    But  with  no  small  study  of  the 

that  it  is  entirely  firee  from  a  breach  of  these  detail,  he  did  not  seem  to  have  his  view,  at 

laws ;  but  that  such  a  breach,  if  discovered,  is  least  equally,  carried  to  the  total  circuit  of  oar 

justly  punished."  What  more  can  you  say  of  affairs.   He  generally  considered  his  objects  in 

the  obedience  to  any  laws  in  any  country  ?  An  lights  that  were  rather  too  detached.  Whether 

obedience  to  (hese  laws  formed  the  acknow-  the  business  of  an  American  revenue  was  im- 

lodgment,  instituted  by  yourselves,  for  your  su-  posed  upon  him  altogether ;  whether  it  was  en* 

periority ;  and  was  the  payment  you  originally  tirely  the  result  of  his  own  speculation ;  or, 

imposed  for  your  protection.  what  is  more  probable,  that  his  own  ideas  rather 

Whether  you  were  right  or  wrong  in  esta*  coincided  with  the  instructions  he  had  received ; 

blishing  the  colonies  on  the  principles  ot*  com-  certain  it  is,  that,  with  the  best  intentions  in 

mercial  monopoly  rather  than  on  that  of  reve-  the  world,  he  6rst  brought  this  fatal  scheme 

nue,  is  at  this  day  a  problem  of  mere  specula-  into  form,  and  established  it  by  act  of  parlia* 

tion.    You  cannot  have  both  by  the  same  au-  ment. 

thority.    To  join  together  the  restraints  of  an  No  man  can  believe,  that  at  this  time  of  di^ 

universal  internal  and  external  monopoly,  with  I  mean  to  lean  on  the  venerable  menoory  of  a 

an  universal  internal  and  external  taxation,  is  great  man,  whose  loss  we  deplore  in  ooaHnon. 

an   unnatural  union ;  perfect  imcompensated  Our  little  party-differences  have  been  long  ago 

slavery.     You  have  long  since  decided   for  composed ;  and  I  have  acted  more  with  btm, 

yourself  and  them;   and  you  and  they  have  and  certainly  with  more  pleasure  with  him,  than 

prospered  exceedingly  under  that  decision.  ever  I  acted  against  him.     Undoubtedly  Mr. 

This  nation.  Sir,  never  thought  of  departing  Grrenville  was  a  first-rate  figure  in  this  country, 

firom  that  choice  until  the  period  immediately  With  a  masculine  understanding,  and  a  stoat 

on  the  close  of  the  last  war.    Then  a  scheme  and  resolute  heart,  he  had  an  application  on* 

of  government  new  in  many  things  seemed  to  dissipated  and  unwearied.   He  took  public  bit* 

have  been  adopted.    I  saw,  or  thought  I  saw,  siness,  not  as  a  duty  which  he  was  to  ftdfil, 

several  symptoms  of  a  great  change,  whilst  I  but  as  a  pleasure  he  was  to  enjoy  ;  and  ho 

sat  in  your  gallery,  a  good  while  before  I  had  seemed  to  have  no  delight  out  of  this  bouse, 

the  honour  of  a  seat  in  this  house.    At  that  except  in  such  things  as  somo  way  related  tt 

period  the  necessity  was  established  of  keep-  the  business  that  was  io  be  done  within  it.  If 

ing  up  no  less  than  twenty  new  regiments,  he  was  ambitious,  I  will  say  this  for  him,  his 

with  twenty  caonels  capable  of  seats  in  this  ambition  was  of  a  noble  and  generous  stram. 

house.    This  scheme  was  adopted  with  very  It  was  to  raise  himself,  not  by  2ie  low  pimping 

general  i^pUuse  fitxn  all  sides,  at  the  very  politics  of  a  court,  but  to  win  his  way  to  power, 

time  that,  by  your  conquests  in  Ajnerica,  your  through  the  laborious  gradations  of  pd>lic  ser* 

danger  firom  foreign  attempts  in  that  part  of  vice;  and  to  secure  himself  a  well-earned  rank 

the  worid  was  much  lessened;  or  indeed  rather  in  parliament,  by  a  thorough  knowledge  of  ita. 

I 
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eonadtDtion,  and  a  perfect  practice  in  all  its  trade  of  America  had  increased  far  beyond  the 
bunneaf.  speculations  of  the  most  sangu  in«-  Paginations. 
Sir,  if  such*  a  man  fell  into  crrours,  it  must  It  swelled  out  on  every  side.    Iv  Slled  all  its 
be  Croat  defects  not  intrinsical ;  they  must  be  proper  channels  to  the  brim.   It  overflowed  with 
mher  sought  in  the  particular  habits  of  his  a  rich  redundance,  and  breaking  its  banks  on 
Ufii;  which,  though  they  do  not  alter  the  ground*  the  right  and  on  the  left,  it  spread  out  upon 
work  of  character,  yet  tinge  it  with  their  own  some  places,  where  it  was  indeed  improper, 
Ikm.    He  was  bred  in  a  profession.    He  was  upon  others  where  it  was  only  irregular.    It  is 
brad  to  the  law,  which  is,  in  my  opinion,  one  the  nature  of  all  greatness  not  to  be  exact ;  and 
of  the  first  and  nolilcst  of  human  sciences;  a  great  trade  will  always  be  attended  with  con^ 
e  which  does  more  to  quicken  and  invi-  siderable  abuses.    The  contraband  will  always 
the  understanding,  than  all  the  other  keep  pace  in  mme  measure  with  the  fair  trade. 
of  learning  put  togedier ;  but  it  is  not  It  shouM  stand  as  a  fimdamental  maxim,  that 
apt,  except  in  persons  very  happily  bom,  to  no  vulgar  precaution  ought  to  be  employed  in 
opeo  and  to  liberalise  the  mind  exactly  in  the  the  cure  of  evils,  which  are  closely  connected 
MHK  proportion.    Paasmg  from  that  study  he  with  the  cause  of  our  prosperity.    Perhaps  this 
did  noC  go  very  largely  into  the  world;  but  great  person  turned  his  eyes  somewhat  less  than 
fifmmod  into  business ;  I  mean  into  the  business  was  just,  towards  the  incredible  increase  of  the 
of  office ;  and  the  limited  and  fixed  methods  and  fair  trade ;  and  looked  with  something  of  too 
fnM  established  there.    Much  knowledge  is  exquisite  a  jealousy  towards  the  contraband. 
l»  be  had  ondoubtedly  in  that  line ;  and  there  He  certainly  felt  a  singular  degree  of  anxiety 
9  no  knowledge  which  is  not  valuable.    But  it  on  the  subject ;  and  even  began  to  act  from  that 
■ay  be  truly  said,  that  men  too  mucli  convcr-  passion  earlier  than  is  commonly  imagined. 
aaC  in  office,  are  rarely  minds  of  remarkable  For  whilst  he  was  first  lord  of  the  admiralty, 
eaiargement.      Their  habits  of  office  are  apt  though  not  strictly  called  upon  in  his  official 
Id  giro  them  a  turn  to  think  the  substance  of  line,  he  presented  a  very  strong  memorial  to 
bonness  not  to  be  much  more  important  than  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  (my  Lord  Bute  was 
the  tanaa  in  which  it  is  conducted.     These  then  at  the  head  of  the  board ;)  heavily  com- 
fcnas  are  adapted  to  ordinary  occasions ;  and  plaining  of  the  growth  of  the  illicit  commerce  in 
liiercfore  persons  who  are  nurtured  in  office,  America.    Some  mischief  happened  even  at 
it>  admirably  well,  as  long  as  things  go  on  in  that  time  from  tliis  over-earnest  zeal.    Much 
their  common  order;  but  when  the  high  roads  greater  happened  afterwards  when  it  operated 
are  broken  up,  and  the  waters  out,  when  a  new  with  greater  power  in  the  highest  department 
lad  troiibted  scene  is  opened,  and  the  file  af^  of  the  finances.    The  bonds  of  the  act  of  na- 
fads  DO  precedent,  then  it  is  that  a  greater  vigation  were  straitened  so  much,  that  America 
kaowledge  of  mankind,  and  a  far  more  exten-  was  on  the  point  of  having  no  trade,  either  con- 
vn  eoraprehension  of  things  is  requisite  than  traband  or  legitimate.    They  found,  under  the 
trer  office  gave,  or  than  office  can  ever  give,  construction  and  execution  then  used,  the  act 
Mr.  Qrenrille  thought  better  of  the  wisdom  no  longer  trying  but  actually  strangling  them. 
iri  ^pmtr  of  human  legislation  than  in  truth  All  this  coming  with  new  enumerations  of  corn- 
it  deaerfoi.     He  conceived,  and  many  con-  modities ;  with  regulations  which  in  a  manner 
erivod  along  with  him,  that  the  flourishing  put  a  stop  to  the  mutual  coasting  intercourse 
trade  of  this  country  was  greatly  owing  to  law  of  the  colonies ;  with  the  appointment  of  courts 
iri  iMtitntion,  and  not  quite  so  much  to  li-  of  admiralty  under  various  improper  circum- 
keitf ;  tor  but  too   many  are  apt  to  believe  stances;  with  a  sudden  extinction  of  the  paper 
lagdatkn  to  be  commerce,  and  taxes  to  be  currencies ;  with  a  compulsory  provision  for  the 
rafHMW.  Among  regulations,  that  which  stood  quartering  of  soldiers  ;  the  people  of  America 
fine  ia  reputation  was  his  idol.    I  mean  the  tiiought  themselves  proceeded  against  as  de- 
•d  of  navigation.     He  has  often  professed  it  linquents,  or  at  best  as  people  under  suspicioQ 
to  be  sow    The  policy  of  that  act  is,  I  readily  of  delinquency ;  and  in  such  a  manner,  as  they 
admit,  Sa  naany  respects  well  understood.    But  imagined,  their  recent  services  in  the  war  did 
I  do  oay,  that  if  this  act  be  suffered  to  run  the  not  at  all  merit.    Any  of  these  innumeraUo 
UL  laigth  of  its  principle,  and  is  not  changed  regulations,  perhaps,  would  not  have  alarmed 
aadoiodified  according  to  the  change  of  times  alone ,  some  might  be  thought  reasonable ;  the 
■■d  die  fluetoation  of  circumstances,  it  must  multitude  struck  them  with  tcrrour. 
da  freat  mischief,  and  frequently  even  defeat  But  the  grand  manoeuvre  in  that  business  of 
iti  own  purpose.  new  regulating  the  colonics,  was  tlie  16th  act 
After  the  war,  and  in  the  last  years  of  it,  the  of  tho  fourth  of  George  III.;  which,  besides  coo* 
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Uining  sereral  of  the  mattors  to  which  I  have  been  iccustoned  to  bear ;  ^ith  this  difli 

just  afiuded,  opened  anew  principle:  and  here  that  the  title  waa  not  the  same,  the  preamble 

properly  began  the  second  period  of  the  policy  not  the  same,  and  the  spirit  aitogethw  imlike. 

of  this  country  with  regard  to  the  colonies ;  by  But  of  what  service  is  this  obsormtioa  to  th* 

which  the  scheme  of  a  regular  plantation  par«  cause  of  those  that  make  it  ?  It  is  a  fiiU  refill- 

Uamentary  revenue  was  adopted  in  theory,  and  tatioo  of  the  pretence  for  their  present  cruelty 

■etded  in  practice.    A  revenue  not  substituted  to  America  ;  for  it  shews,  out  of  their  own 

in  the  place  of,  but  superadded  to,  a  monopoly ;  mouths,  that  our  cobnies  were  b«dcwmrd  to 

which  monopoly  was  enforced  at  the  same  time  eater  into  the  present  vexatious  and  ruinotti 

with  additional  strictness,  and  the  execution  controversy, 

put  into  military  hands.  There  is  also  another  circulatioa  abrotd. 

This  act,  Sir,  had  for  the  first  time  the  title  (spread  with  a  malignant  intentkii,  which  J 

of  ^'  granting  duties  in  the  colonies  and  plantar  cannot  attribute  to  those  who  say  tha  muam 

tions  of  America ;''  and  for  the  first  time  it  was  thing  in  this  house,)  that  Mr.  Grenville  gave  tbo 

asserted  in  the  preamble,  **  that  it  vftajuat  and  colony  agents  an  option  for  their  assembUea  to 

'^    nifcesttary  that  a  revenue  should  be  raised  there,"  tax  themselves,  which  they  had  refused.    I  fiod 

Then  came  the  technical  words  of  "  giving  and  that  much  stress  is  laid  on  this,  as  a  fact.   How 

granting,"  and  thus  a  complete  American  re-  ever,  it  happens  neither  to  be  true  nor  poasiUa. 

venuo  aa  was  mode  in  all  the  forms,  and  with  I  will  observe  first,  that  Mr.  Grenville  never 

a  full  avowal  of  the  right,  equity,  policy,  and  thought  fit  to  make  this  apology  for  himself  in 

even  necessity  of  taxing  the  colonies,  without  the  innumerable  debates  that  were  had  upon 

any  formal  consent  of  theirs.     There  are  con-  the  subject.    He  might  have  proposed  to  the 

tained  also  in  the  preamUe  to  that  act  those  colony  agents,  that  they  should  agree  in  sooie 

very  remarkable  words — the  commons,  &c.  mode  of  taxation  as  the  ground  of  an  act  of  par- 

— ''  being  desirous  to  make  tome  provision  in  liament.    But  he  never  could  have  propoaad 

the  preaent  session  of  parliament  touxsrdt  raising  that  they  should  tax  themselves  on  requisition, 

the  said  revenue."    By  these  words  it  appeared  which  is  the  assertion  of  the  day.    Indeedi 

to  the  colonies,  that  this  act  was  but  a  beginning  Mr.  Grenville  well  knew,  that  the  cokii^  agents 

of  sorrows ;  that  every  session  was  to  produce  could  have  no  general  powers  to  consent  to  k ; 

something  of  the  same  kind ;  that  we  were  to  and  they  had  no  time  to  consult  their  assemblies 

go  on  from  day  to  day,  in  charging  them  with  ibr  particular  powers,  before  he  passed  his  fini 

such  taxes  as  we  pleased,  for  such  a  military  revenue  act.    If  you  compare  dales,  you  wil 

force  as  we  should  think  proper.   Had  this  plan  find  it  impossible.    Burthened  as  the  agenii 

been  pursued,  it  was  evident  that  the  provin-  knew  the  colonies  were  at  that  time,  they  ouoid 

cial  assemblies,  in  which  the  Americans  felt  not  give  the  least  hope  of  such  grants.    Hit 

all  their  portion  of  importance,  and  beheld  their  own  &vourite  govcmour  was  of  opinion  that  the 

sole  image  of  freedom,  were  iptofaeio  annihi-  Americans  were  not  then  taxable  objects: 

latcd.    This  ill  prospect  before  them  seemed  **  Nor  wa»  the  time  leu  favourabU  fs  Iks 

to  be  boundless  in  extent,  and  endless  in  durfr-  equity  .«/*  9ueh  a  taxation.    I  donU  mem  Is 

tion.    Sir,  they  were  not  mistaken.    The  mi-  diepute  the  retuonabUntst  of  Amenea  ^pnAi* 

nistry  valued  themselves  when  this  act  passed,  bukng  to  the  charges  of  Great  Britain  vHien 

and  when  they  gave  notice  of  the  stamp  act,  she  is  able ;  norf  I  bdievey  vwtld  the  Ammi» 

that  both  of  the  duties  came  very  short  of  their  cans  themaelvee  have  disputed  it,  ei  a  praper 

ideas  of  American  taxation.    Great  was  the  time  and  season.    But  it  should  be  eonsuUndf 

applause  of  this  measure  here.    In  England  that  the  American  governments  themsetuet 

we  cried  out  for  new  taxes  on  America,  whilst  in  the  prosecution  qf  the  late  uxir, 

they  cried  out  that  they  were  nearly  crushed  very  large  debts;  which  it  will  take 

with  those  which  the  war  and  their  own  grante  to  pay  ^,  and  in  the  mean  time  oocosioii 

had  brought  upon  them.  burthensome  taxes  for  that  purpose  on(y.    Par 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  in  the  debate,  that  when  indanee,  thu  government^  wfadt  m  as  maefc 

the  first  American  revenue  act  (the  act  in  1764,  brfore-hand  as  any^  raises  every  yeer  £SIJM 

imposing  the  port  duties)  passed,  the  Ameri-  sterling  for  sinking  ihdrdtbtiOnd  m»ut  eswlisme 

cans  did  not  object  to  the  principle.    It  is  true  ii  far  four  years  longer  at  least  befbrs  U  wiU  bm 

they  touched  it  but  very  tenderly.    It  was  not  eteer.** 

a  direct  attack.    They  were,  it  is  true,  as  yet  These  are  the  words  of  Govemour  Beraanfa 

novices ;  as  yet  unaccustomed  to  direct  attacks  letter  to  a  member  of  the  old  ministry,  and 

upon  any  of  the  rights  of  parliament.    The  which  he  has  since  printed.    Mr.  Grenvilk 

''uties  were  port  duties,  like  those  they  had  could  not  have  made  this  proposition  to  tho 
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mgentti  iar  tnother  reason.    He  was  of  opi-  to  lay  our  hands  upon  our  hearts,  and  answer 

moo,  which  he  has  declared  in  this  house  an  to  his  queries  upon  the  historical  part  of  this 

hundred  times,  that   the  colonies  could  not  consideration  ;  and  by  his  manner  (as  well  as 

IflfiDy  grant  any  revenue  to  the  crown ;  and  my  eyes  could  discern  it)  he  seemed  to  address 

tlwt  infinite  mischiefs  would  be  the  conse-  himself  to  me. 

qoeace  of  such  a  power.     When  Mr.  Greiw  Sir,  I  will  answer  him  as  clearly  as  I  am 

v9e  had  passed  the  first  revenue  act,  and  in  able,  and  with  great  openness ;  I  have  nothing 

the  aiune  session  had  made  this  house  come  to  to  <X)nceal.    In  the  year  sixty-five,  being  in  a 

a  resolution  for  lajfing  a  stamp-duty  on  Am^  very  private  station,  far  enough  firom  any  lino 

rica,  between  that  time  and  the  passing  the  of  business,  and  not  having  the  honour  of  a 

slamp-act  into  a  law,  he  told  a  considerable  seat  in  this  house,  it  was  my  fortune,  unknow- 

Md  most  respectable  merchant,  a  member  of  ing  and  unknown  to  the  then  ministry,  by  the 

das  house,  whom  I  am  truly  sorry  I  do  not  intervention  of  a  common  fi*iend,  to  become 

■osr  see  in  his  place,  when  he  represented  connected  with  a  very  noble  person,  and  at    'v^ 

■gainst  this  proceeding,  that  if  the  staropKiuty  the  head  of  the  treasury  department.    It  was    Jj' 

«as  disliked,  he  was  willing  to  exchange  it  indeed  in  a  situation  of  little  rank  and  no  con-  ^ 

6r  any  other  equally  productive ;  but  that,  if  sequence,  suitable  to  the  mediocrity  of  my 

ks  ob^ted  to  the  Americans  being  taxed  by  talents  anid  pretensions.    But  a  situation  near 

fviiament,  he  might  save  himself  the  trouble  enough  to  enable  me  to  see,  as  well  as  others, 

«fdw  discussion,  as  he* was  determined  on  the  what  was  going  on;  and  I  did  see  in  that 

■easure.    This  is  the  fact,  and,  if  you  please,  noble  person  such  sound  principles,  such  an 

I  wiU  mention  a  very  unquestionable  authority  enlargement  of  mind,  such  dear  and  sagacioua 

far  iL  sense,  and  such  unshaken  fortitude,  as  have 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  disposed  of  this  falsehood,  bound  me,  as  well  as  others  much  better  than 

But  frkehood  has  a  perennial  spring.    It  is  me,  by  an  inviolable  attachment  to  him  from 

sud,  thai  no  conjecture  could  be  made  of  the  that  time  forward.     Sir,  Lord  Rockingham 

Adike  of  the  colonies  to  the  principle.    This  very  early  in  that  summer  received  a  strong 

is  as  ontnio  as  the  other.    AfVer  the  resolu-  representation   firom  many  weighty  English 

tiaa  of  the  house,  and  before  the  passing  of  the  merchants  and  manufacturers,  (nm  govemours 

Hamp-act,  the  coUmies  of  Massachusett's  Bay  of  provinces  and  commanders  of  men  of  war, 

lad  New-Tork  did  send  remonstrances,  oh-  againstalraostthewholeof  the  American  com- 

jecting  to  this  mode  of  parliamentary  taxation,  mercial   regulations:   and   particularly   with 

What  was  the  consequence?  They  were  sup-  regard  to  the  total  ruin  which  was  threatened 

pfiwsJ ;  they  were  put  under  the  table  ;  not-  to  the  Spanish  trade.   I  believe.  Sir,  the  noble 

withstanding  an  order  of  council  to  the  contrary,  k>rd  soon  saw  his  way  in  this  busiftess.    But 

hf  Ihs  ministry  which  composed  the  very  coun-  he  did  not  rashly  determine  against  acts  which 

sfl  that  had  made  the  order ;  and  thus  the  house  it  might  be  supposed  were  the  result  of  much 

■nesaded  to  its  business  of  taxing  without  the  deliberation.    However,  Sir,  he  scarcely  be- 

Insl  refolar  knowledge  of  the  objections  which  gan  to  open  the  ground,  when  the  whole  vete- 

to  iL    But  to  give  that  house  its  ran  body  of  ofiice  took  the  alarm.    A  violent 

tt  was  not  over  desirous  to  receive  in-  outcry  of  all  (except  those  who  knew  and  felt 

or  to  hear  remonstrance.    On  the  the  mischief)  was  raised  against  any  altersr- 

lilh  of  February  1765,  whibt  the  stamp-act  tion.    On  one  hand,  his  attempt  was  a  direct 

«!■  onder   deliberation,  they   refused   with  violation  of  treaties  and  public  law. — On  the 

i  aven  so  much  as  to  receive  four  petitions  other,  the  act  of  navigation  and  all  the  corps  of 

firom  so  respectable  colonies  as  Con-  trade  laws  vrwe  drawn  up  in  array  against  it. 

Rhode  Island,  Virginia  and  Carolina;  The  first  step  the  noblo  lord  took,  was  to 

one  from  the  traders  of  Jamaica.    As  have  the  opinion  of  his  excellent,  learned,  and 

ookmies,  they  had  no  alternative  lefl  to  ever-lamented  friend  the  late  Mr.  Yorke,  then 

but  to  dift^ey;  or  to  pay  the  taxes  attorney-general,  on  the  point  of  law.    When 

iBMad  by  that  parliament  which  was  not  he  knew  that  formally  and  officially,  which  in 

■aspadf  or  did  not  sufi*er  itself,  even  to  hear  substance  ho  had  known  before,  he  immedi- 

fsmoostimte  upon  the  subject.  ately  despatched  orders  to  redress  the  grie- 

was  the  state  of  the  colonies  before  his  vance.    But  I  will  say  it  for  the  then  mmis* 

tfiioiight  fit  to  change  his  ministers,  ter,  he  is  of  that  constitution  of  mind,  that  I 

It  staads  apoo  no  authority  of  mine.    It  is  know  he  would  have  issued,  on  the  same  criti> 

■rored    by   uncontrovertiblo   records.      The  cal  occasi<Mi,  the  very  same  orders,  if  the  acts 

MBomaUe  geotleman  has  desired  some  of  us  of  trade  had  been,  as  they  were  not,  directh 
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•gainst  him  ;  and  would  have  dieerfully  sob-  read  the  king's  speech  at  the  opening  of  tlial 

mitted  to  the  equity  of  parliament  for   his  session,  without  seeing  in  that  speech  both  die 

indemnity.  repeal  and  the  dedoratory  act  very  sufficient^ 

On  the  conclusion  of  this  business  of  the  crayoned  out.     Those  who  cannot  see^thia  cu 

Spanish  trade,  the  news  of  the  troubles,  on  see  nothing. 

account  of  the  stamp-act,  arrived  in  England.  Surely  the  honourable  gendeman  wiD  not 
It  was  not  until  the  end  of  October  that  these  think  thi&t  a  great  deal  less  time  than  was  dtaa 
accounts  were  received.  No  sooner  had  the  employed,  ought  to  have  been  spent  ii>  del^ 
sound  dC  that  mighty  tempest  reached  us  in  beration  ;  when  he  considers  that  the  news  of 
England,  than  the  whole  of  the  then  opposi-  the  troubles  did  not  arrive  till  towards  the  end 
tion,  instead  of  feeling  humbled  by  the  unhappy  of  October.  The  parliament  sat  to  fill  the  Tt^ 
issue  of  their  measures,  seemed  to  be  infinitely  cancies  on  the  14Ui  day  of  December,  and  ob 
elated,  and  cried  out,  that  the  ministry,  from  business  the  14th  of  the  (bllowing  January, 
'^envy  to  the  glory  of  their  predecessors,  were  Sir,  a  partial  repeal,  or,  as  the  6oii  ton  id 
prepared  to  repeal  the  stamp-act.  Near  nine  the  court  then  was,  a  modi/Sealkni,  would  hew 
years  after,  the  honourable  gentleman  takes  satisfied  a  timid,  unsystematic,  procrastinating 
quite  opposite  ground,  and  now  challenges  me  ministry,  as  such  a  measure  has  since  done 
to  put  my  hand  to  my  heart,  and  say,  whether  such  a  ministry.  A  modification  is  the  eoth 
the  minbtry  had  resolved  on  the  repeal  till  a  stant  resource  of  weak  undeciding  mindl. 
considerable  time  after  the  meeting  of  parlia-  To  repeal  by  a  denurl  of  our  right  to  tax  in 
ment.  Though  I  do  not  very  well  know  what  the  preamble,  (and  this  too  did  not  want  ad- 
the  honourable  gentleman  wishes  to  infer  from  visers,)  would  have  cut,  in  the  heroic  at]^, 
the  admission,  or  from  the  denial,  of  this  fact,  the  Gordian  knot  with  a  sword.  Either  meap 
on  which  he  so  eamesdy  adjures  me ;  I  do  put  sure  would  have  cost  no  more  than  a  day's 
my  hand  on  my  heart,  and  assure  him,  that  debate.  But  when  the  total  repeal  was 
they  did  ?iol  come  to  a  resolution  directly  to  adopted ;  and  adopted  on  principles  of  policy, 
repeal.  They  weighed  this  matter  as  its  diffi-  of  equity,  and  of  commerce ;  this  plan  made 
culty  and  importance  required.  They  consi-  it  necessary  to  enter  into  many  and  difikidt 
dered  maturely  among  themselves.  They  con-  measures.  It  became  necessary  to  open  a 
suited  with  all  who  could  give  advice  or  in-  very  large  field  of  evidence  commensurate  to 
formation.  It  was  not  determined  until  a  little  these  extensive  views.  But  then  this  labour 
before  the  meeting  of  parliament ;  btit  it  was  did  knight's  service.  It  opened  the  eyes  of 
determined,  and  the  main  lines  of  their  own  several  to  the  true  state  of  the  American 
plan  marked  out,  before  that  meeting.  Two  afiairs ;  it  enlarged  their  ideas ;  it  reroored 
questions  trose  ([  hope  1  am  not  going  into  a  prejudices ;  and  it  conciliated  the  opintoosand 
narrative  troublesome  to  the  house)  affections  of  men  The  noble  k>rd,  who  tfasB 
[A  cry  of,  go  on,  go  on.]  took  the  lead  in  administration,  my  honour 
The  first  of  tho  two  considerations  was,  able  friend*  under  me,  and  a  right  honoonyble 
whether  the  repeal  should  be  total,  or  whether  gentlemanf  (if  he  will  not  reject  his  dMre, 
only  partial ;  taking  out  every  thing  burthen-  and  it  was  a  large  one,  of  this  business)  ex- 
some  and  productive,  and  reserving  only  an  erted  the  most  laudable  industry  in  bringing 
empty  acknowledgment,  such  as  a  stamp  on  before  you  the  fullest,  most  impartial,  and 
cards  or  dice.  The  other  question  was,  on  least-garbled  body  of  eridence  that  ever  was 
what  principle  the  act  shouM  be  repealed?  On  produced  to  this  house.  I  diink  the  inquiry 
this  head  also  two  principles  were  started,  lasted  in  the  conmiittee  for  six  wedcs ;  and 
One,  that  the  legislative  rights  of  this  country,  at  its  conclusion  this  house,  by  an  indepei» 
with  regard  to  America,  were  not  entire,  but  dent,  uoble,  spirited,  and  unexpected  majority, 
had  certain  restrictions  and  limitations.  The  by  a  majority  that  will  redeem  all  the  aetai 
other  principle  was,  that  taxes  of  this  kind  ever  done  by  majorities  in  parliament;  infiR) 
were  contrary  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  teeth  of  all  the  old  mercenary  Swiss  of  state, 
commerce  on  which  the  colonies  were  founded ;  in  despite  of  all  the  speculators  and  augofs  9f^ 
and  contrary  to  every  idea  of  political  equity ;  political  events,  in  defiance  of  the  whole  eadmt- 
by  which  equity  we  are  bound,  as  much  as  tied  legion  of  veteran  pensioners  and  practiaed 
possible,  to  extend  the  spirit  and  benefit  of  the  instruments  of  a  court,  gave  a  total  repeal  to 
British  constitution  to  every  part  d"  the  British  the  stamp-act,  and  (if  it  had  been  so  penaifti 
dominions.  The  option,  both  of  the  measure,  ted)  a  lasting  peace  to  thb  whole  empir*. 
and  of  the  principle  of  repeal,  was  made  before 
die  session;  and  I  wonder  how  any  one  can        #  Mr.  Dowdeswell.       f  General  Conway. 


8^>E£CH  ON  AMERICAN  TAXATION.  907 

• 

i  itato,  Sir,  these  particularsi  because  this     did  not  look  to  some  other  future  arrangumeRt, 
of  spirit  and  fortitude  has  lately  been,  in     which  warped  his  politics.    There  were  in 


the  drcolatioo  of  the  season,  and  in  some  both  houses  new  and  menacing   appearancea, 

Iwanied  declamations  in  this  house,  attribu-  that  might  very  naturally  drive  any  other, 

tad  to  timidity.    If,  Sir,  the  conduct  of  mi-  than  a  noost  resolute  minister,  from  his  mea- 

r,  in  proposing  the  repeal,  had  arisen  from'  sure  or  from  his  station.      The    household 


Inidi^  with  regard  to  themselves,  it  would  troops  openly  revolted.    The  allies  of  mini^ 

liATe  been  greatly  to  be  condemned.     Inte-  try,  (those,  I  mean,  who  supported  some  of 

iwied  timidity  disgraces  as  much  in  the  cabi-  their  measures,  but  refused  responsibility  for 

personal  timidity  does  in  the  field,  any)  endeavoured  to  undermine  their  credit, 


B«t  timidity,  with  regard  to  the  well-being  of  and  to  take  ground  that  must  be  fatal  to  the 

flor  oount^,  is  heroic  virtue.     The   noble  success  of  the  very  cause  which  they  wouM 

lord  who  then   conducted   affairs,   and   his  be  thought  to  countenance.    The  question  of 

wnthy  colleagues,  whilst  they   trembled   at  the  repeal  was  brought  on  by  ministry  in  the 

Iho  prospect  of  such  distresses  as  you  have  committee  of  this  house,  iu  the  very  instant 

■DM  brought    upon   yourselves,    were    not  when  it  was  known  that  more  than  one  court 

linid  steadily  to  look  in  the  lace  that  glaring  negociation  was  carrying  on  with  the  heads  of 

tad  darrling  influence  at  which  the  eyes  of  the   (^position.     Every  thing,   upon  every 

have  blenched.    He  looked  in  the  face  side,  was  full  of  traps  and  mines.      Earth 

of  the  ablest,  and,  let  me  say,  not  the  below  shook ;  heaven  above  menaced ;  all  the 

scrupulous    oppositions,    that    perhaps  elements  of  ministerial  safety  were  dissolved. 

was  in  this  house,  and  withstood  it,  un*  It  was  in  the  midst  of  this  chaos  of  plots  and 

tided  by  even  one  of  the  usual  supports  of  counter-plots ;  it  was  in  the   midst   of  this 

administration.    He  did  this  when  he  repeal-  complicated  warfare  against  public  opposition 

td  the   siamp-act.    He  looked  in  the  face  a  and  privalt  treachery,   that  the  firmness  of 

pemn  ho  had  long  respected  and  regarded,  that  noble  person  was  put  to  the  proof.    He 

nd  tdKMe  aid  was  then  particularly  wanting ;  never  stirred  from  his  ground;  no,  not  an  inch 

I  Bean  Lord  Chatham.    He  did  this  when  be  He  remained  fixed  and  determined,  in  principle, 

ptsMd  the  declaratory  act.  in  measure,  and   in  conduct.    He  practised 

It  is  now  given  out  for  the  usual  purposes,  no    managements.    Ho  secured  no   retreat. 

by  the  usual  emissaries,  that  Lord  Rocking-  He  sought  no  apology. 
ham  did  not  consent  to  the  repeal  of  this  act        I  will  likewise  do  juslice,  I  ought  to  do  it, 

■itilbo  was  bullied  into  it  by  Lord  Chatham  ;  to  the  honourable  gendeman  who  led  us  in 

lod  the  reporters  have  gone  so  far  as  public-  this  house.  ^    Far  from  the  duplicity  wickedly 

\f  10  assert,  in  a  hundr^  companies,  that  the  charged  on  him,  he  acted  his  part  with  ala- 

boDourable   gentleman   under  the   gallery,'"  crily  and  resolution.    We  all  felt  inspired  by 

nbo  proposed  the  repeal  in  the   American  the  example  he  gave  us,  down  even  to  myself, 

eoBmittee,  had  another  set  of  resolutions  in  the  weakest  in  that  phalanx.    I  declare  for 

Us  pocket  directly  the  reverse  of  those  he  one,  I  knew  well  enough  (it  could  not  be 

■ored.     These  artifices  of  a  desperate  cause  concealed  from  any  body)  the  true  state  of 

ars,  at  this  time  spread  abroad,  with  incredi-  things ;  but,  in  my  life,  1  never  came  with  so 

Us  care,  in  every  part  of  the  town,  from  the  much  spirits  into  this  house.    It  was  a  time 

Udbestt  to  the  lowest  companies;  as  if  the  for  a  man  to  act  in.    We  had  powerful  ene- 

JMastry   of  the  circulation    were   to   make  mies ;  but  wo  luid   faithful  and   determined 

MMods  for  the  absurdity  of  the  report.  friends  ;  and  a  glorious  cause.    We  had  a 

Sir,  whether  the  noble  lord  is  of  a  com-  great  battle  to  fight ;  but  we  had  the  means 
phadoD  to  be  bullied  by  Lord  Chatham,  or  by  of  fighting ;  not  as  now,  when  our  arms  are  tied 
lay  man,  I  must  submit  to  those  who  know  behind  us.  We  did  fight  that  day  and  conquer. 
hn.  I  confess,  when  I  look  back  to  that  I  remember.  Sir,  with  a  melancholy  plea* 
tiBOy  I  consider  him  as  placed  in  ono  of  the  sure,  the  situation  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
trying  situations  in  which,  perhaps,  any  man'*'  who  made  the  motion  for  the  repeal ; 
over  stood.  In  the  house  of  peers  there  in  that  crisis,  when  the  whole  trading  interest 
very  few  of  the  ministry,  out  of  the  of  this  empire,  crammed  into  your  lobbies, 
Mbtekifd's  own  particular  connection,  (except  with  a  trembling  and  anxious  expectation, 
Lord  Egmont,  who  acted,  as  far  as  I  could  waited,  almost  to  a  winter's  return  oflight,  their 
I,  an  honourable  and  manly  part,)   that  fate  from  your  resolutions.    When,  at  length 

♦  General  Conway.  •  OencraJ  Conwav 
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yoa  had  determined  in  their  fkTour,  and  your  away  ^  credit  of  those  who  would  pr^ 

doors,  thrown  open,  shewed  them  the  figure  rent  you  from  that  frantic  war  yoa  are  goiag 

of  their  deliverer  in  the  well-eamed  triumph  to  wage  upon  your  colonies.    Their  cant  is 

of  his  important  victory,  from  the  whole  of  this ;  "  AU  the  disturbances  in  America  have 

that  grave  multitude  there  arose  an  involun-  .been  created  by  the  repeal  of  the  stamp-act.'* 

tary  burst  of  gratitude  and  transport.    They  I  suppress  for  a  moment  my  indignation  at  the 

jui]^>ed  upon  him  like  children  on  a   long  fitlsehood,  baseness,  and  afamirdity  of  this  ommI 

absent  &ther.     They  clung  about   him  as  audacious  assertion.    Instead  of  remarking  on 

captives  about  their  redeemer.    All  England,  the  motives  and  character  of  those  who  hafa 

all  America,  joined  to  his  applause.     Nor  issued  it  lor  circulation,  I  will  clearly  lay  be* 

did  ho  seem   insensible   to   the  best  of  all  fore  you  the  state  of  America,  antecedeiMly  to 

earthly  rewards,  the  love  and  admiration  of  that  repeal ;  after  the  repeal ;  and  since  the 

his  fellow  citizens.     Hope  elevated  cmd  joy  renewal  of  the  schemes  of  American  taxation. 

brightened  fut  creit.    I  stood  near  him ;  and  It  is  said,  that  the  disturbances,  if  there 

his  face,  to  use  the  expression  of  the  scripture'  were  any,  before  the  repeal,  were  slight;  and 

of  the  first  martyr,  ^*  his  face  was  as  if  it  had  without  difficulty  or  inconvenience  might  hava 

been  the  face  of  an  angel."    I  do  not  know  been  suppressed.    For  an  answer  to  this  a»> 

how  others  feel ;  but  if  I  had  stood  in  that  sertion  I  will  send  you  to  the  great  author  and 

situation,  I  never  would  have  exchanged  it  patron  of  the  stamp-act,  who  certainly  mean* 

for    all   that  kings  in  their  profusion  could  ing  well  to  the  authority  of  this  country,  and 

bestow.    I  did  hope  that  that  day's  danger  fully  apprized  of  the  state  of  that,  made,  be« 

and  honour  would  have  be«n  a  bond  to  hold  us  fore  a  repeal  was  so  much  as  agitated  in  thia 

all  together   for  ever.    But,  alas!  that,  with  house,  the  motion  which  is  on  3rour  journals  ; 

other  pleasing  visions,  is  long  smce  vanished.  and  which,  to  save  the  clerk  the  trouble  of 

Sir,  this  act  of  supreme  magnanimity  has  turning  to  it,  I  will  now  read  to  you.    It  waa 

been  represented,  as  if  it  had  been  a  measure  for  an  amendment  to  the  address  of  the  ITtb 

of  an  administration,  that,  having  no  scheme  of  December,  1765 : 

of  their  own,  took  a  middle  line,  pilfered  a  ''  7b  express  our  just  reserUnunt  and  indig 

bit  from  one  side  and  a  bit  from  the  other,  nation  at  the  outrageous  tumults  and  insorree* 

Sir,  they  took  no  middle  lines.    They  di^  tions  which  have  been  excited  and  carried  om  im 

fored  fundamentally  from  the  schemes  of  both  North  America  ,*  and  at  the  residanee  gtven^kjf 

parties ;  but  they  preserved  the  objects  of  both,  open  and  rebellious  forctj  to  the  executkm  qf 

They  preserved  the  authority  of  Great  Britain,  the  laws  in  that  part  of  his  mo^etiy's  domimemBm 

They  preserved  the  equity  of  Great  Britain.  And  to  assure  his  majesty  y  that  his  faxtt^yU^ 

They  made  the  declaratory-act ;  they  repealed  mofu,  anxmaied  with  the  warmest  duty  and 

the  stamp-acL    They  did  ho\h fully ;  because  taehment  to  his  royal  person  and  govenunentf\ 

the  declaratory-act  was  wUhout  qualification ;  firmly  and  ^ectuaUy  support  his  majesty  m 

and  the  repeal  of  the  stamp-act  total.    This  such  measures  as  shcUl  be  necessary  for 

they  did  in  the  situation  I  have  described.  vingand  supporting  Vie  legal  dependanee  tftkt 

Now,  Sir,  what  will  the  adversary  say  to  colonies  an  ttie  mother  country^  &c.  &c.*' 

both  these  acts  ?    If  the  principle  of  the  do-  Here  was  certainly  a  disturbance  preceding 

claratory-act  was  not  good,  the  principle  we  the  repeal ;  such  a  disturbance  as  Mr.  Gran* 

are  contending  for  this  day  is  monstrous.    If  ville  thought  necessary  to  qualify  by  the  nama 

the  principle  of  the  repeal  was  not  good,  why  of  an  insurrection,  and  the  epithet  of  a  rs&af 

are  we  not  at  war  for  a  real,  substantial,  ef^  lious  force  :  terms  much  stronger  than  any,  bj 

fectivo  revenue  ?    If  both  were  bad ;  why  has  which,  those  who  then  supported  his  motion, 

this  ministry  incurred  all  the  inconveniences  have  ever  since  thought  proper  to  distinfoiiil 

of  both  and  of  all  schemes  ?    Why  have  they  the  subsequent  disturbances  in  America.  Thaf 

enacted,  repealed,  enforced,  yielded,  and  now  were  disturbances  which  seemed  to  him  and 

attempt  to  enforce  again  ?  his  friends  to  justify  as  strong  a  prondsa  of 

Sir,  I  think  I  may  as  well  now,  as  at  any  support,  as  hath  been  usual  to  give  in  the  ba* 

other  time,  speak  to  a  certain  matter  of  fact,  ginning  of  a  war  with  the  most  powMfid  and 

not  wholly  unrelated  to  the  question  under  declared  enemies.     When  the  aoooontsof  dia 

your  consideration.    We,  who  vould  persuade  American  govemours  came  before  the  hooaai 

you  to  revert  to  the  ancient  policy  of  this  they  appeared  stronger  even  than  the  warmth 

kmgdom,  labour  tmder  the  eflTect  of  this  short  of  public  imagination  had  painted  them ;  ao 

current  {^rase,  which  the  court  leaders  have  much  stronger,  that  the  papers  on  your  tabia 

given  out  to  all  their  corns  in  order  to  take  bear  me  out  in  saying,  that  all  the  late  distor* 


SPEECH  ON  AMERICAN  TAXATION.  309 

banoet,  which  have  been  at  one  dme  the  mi-  which  is,  to  attribate  the  iU-cffect  of  ill-judged 

niater't  motives  for  the  repeal  of  five  out  of  six  conduct  to  the  arguments  which  had  been  used 

of  the  aew  court  taxes,  and  are  now  his  pre-  to  dissuade  us  from  it.    They  say,  that  the 

tanooa  ibr  refusing  to  repeal  that  sixth,  did  not  opposition  made  in  parliament  to  the  stamp- 

Mnoatf — why  do  I  compare  them?  no,  not  to  act  at  the  time  of  its  passing,  encouraged  the 

ateolk  part  oif  the  ttmiults  and  violence  which  Americans  to  their  resistance.    This  has  even 

frrvuled  long  before  the  repeal  of  that  act.  formally  appeared  in  print  in  a  regular  volume, 

Ministry  cannot  refuse  the  authority  of  the  fit>m  an  advocate  of  that  faction,  a  Dr.  Tucker. 

coamuuider  in  diief,  G^eneral  Gage,  who,  in  This  Dr.  Tucker  is  already  a  dean,  and  his 

loi  letter  of  the  4th  of  November,  from  New^  earnest  labours  in  this  vineyard  will,  I  sup- 

Torkt  thus  represents  the  slate  of  things:  pose,  raise  him  to  a  bishoprick.    But  this 

«  h  iidifflctdt  to  toy  f  from  the  highest  to  the  assertion  too,  just  like  the  rest,  is  false.    In     _ 
iBWWt,  vaiho  hoM  not  6em  accessary  to  this  in-  ail  the  papers  which  have  loaded  your  tabic ;   -^^ 
— ini  tiop,  either  by  writing  or  mutual  agreo-  in  all  the  vast  crowd  of  verbal  witnesses  that         ^ 
to  appose  the  act,  by  tohat  they  are  plea-  appeared  at  your  bar,  witnesses  which  were 
to  term  aU  legal  opposition  to  it.    NMng  indiscriminately  produced  from  both  sides  of 
ha»  been  propoeed,  either  to  prevent  or  the  house ;  not  the  least  hint  of  such  a  cause 
fmUdktuMult.    The  rest  of  the  provinces  are  of  disturbance  has  ever  appeared.    As  to  the 
k  the  same  situation  a$  to  a  positive  reftucd  to  fact  of  a  strenuous  oppositicm  to  the  stamp- 
lab  lib  stoirgM;  and  threatening  thoat  whoshaU  act,  I  sat  as  a  stranger  in  your  gallery  when 
tofce  them,  to  plunder  and  murder  them ;  and  the  act  was  under  consideration.    Far  from 
iiiMaffiar  $tand»  in  all  the  provinces,  <Aaf  un/est  any  thing  inflammatory,  I  never  heard  a  more 
(he  adjfrom  its  own  natwref  enforce  itself  no-  languid  debate  in  this  bouse.    No  more  than 
Hmg  but  a  very  considerable  mUitary  force  can  two  or  three  gentlemen,  as  I  remember,  spoke 
is  it."  against  the  act,  and  that  with  great  reserve 
It  is  remarkable.  Sir,  that  the  persons  who  and  remarkable  temper.     There  was  but  one 
(brmerly  trumpeted  ibrth  the  most  loudly,  the  division  in  the  whole  progress  of  the  bill :  and 
riolent  resolutions  of  assemblies ;  the  univer-  the  minority  did  not  reach  to  more  than  39  or 
■d  insurrections ;  the  seizing  and  burning  the  40.    In  the  house  of  lords  I  do  not  recollect 
■lamped  papers ;  the  forcing  the  stamp  offi-  that  there  was  any  debate  or  division  at  all. 
Beri  to  resign  their  commissions  •  under  the  I  am  sure  thcro  was  no  protest.    In  fact,  the 

CUows ;  the  rifling    and  pulling   down   the  afl*air  passed  with  so  very,  ver}'  little  noise« 

uses  of  magistrates ;  and  the  expulsion  from  that  in  town  they  scarcely  knew  the  nature  of 

d^ir  country  of  all  who  dared  to  write  or  what  you  were  doing.    The  opposition  to  the 

rpeak  a  tin^e  word  in  defence  of  the  powers  bill  in  England  never  could  have  done  this 

of  parliament;  these  very  trumpeters  are  now  mischief,  because  there  scarcely  ever  was  less 

tfit  men  that  represent  the  whole  as  a  mere  of  opposition  to  a  bill  of  consequence. 

trifle  ;  and  choose  to  date  all  the  disturbances  Sir,  the  agents  and  distributors  of  falsehoods 

from  the  repeal  of  the  stamp-act,  which  put  an  have,  with   their   usual   industry,  circulated 

end  to  them.    Hear  your  officers  abroad,  and  another  lie  of  the  same  nature  with  the  former, 

bt  them  refiite  this  shameless  falsehood,  who.  It  is  this,  that  the  disturbances  arose  from  the 

m  all  their  correspondence,  state  the  distur-  account  which  had  been  received  in  America 

baaces  as  owing  to  their  true  causes,  the  dis-  of  the  change  in  the  ministry.    No  longer 

eoatent  of  the  people,  from  the  taxes.    You  awed,  it  seems,  with  the  spirit  of  the  former 

bave  this  evidence  in  your  own  archives — and  rulers,  they  thought  themselves  a  match  for 

k  win  give  you  complete  satisfaction ;  if  you  what  our  calumniators  choose  to  qualify  by  the 

MB  not  so  far  lost  to  all  parliamentary  ideas  name  of  so  feeble  a  ministry  as  succeeded, 

if  iafiirmation,  as  rather  to  credit  the  lie  of  Feeble  in  one  sense  these  men  certainly  may 

iw  day,  than  the  records  of  your  own  house,  he  called ;  ibr  with  all  their  eflbrts,  and  they 

Sir,  dils  vermin  of  court  reporters,  when  have  made  many,  they  have  not  been  able  to 

diej  are  forced  into  day  upon  one  point,  are  rc!<ist  the  -distempered  vigour,  and  insane  alip 

•are  to  borrow  in  another ;  but  they  shall  have  crity  with  which  you  are  rushin;^  to  your  ruin. 

BO  reiiige ;  I  will  make  them  bolt  out  of  all  But  it  does  so  happen,  that  the  falsity  nf  this 

their  holes.    Conscious    that  they  must  be  circulation  is  (like  the  rest)  demonstrated  by 

baffled,  when  they  attribute  a  precedent  dis-  indisputable  dates  and  records. 

turbance  to  a  subsequent  meastu-e,  they  take  So  little  was  tlie  change  known  in  America, 

0dMr  ground,  almost  as  absurd,  but  very  com-  that  the  letters  of  your  govemours,  giving  ao 

in  modem    practice,  and  very  wicked ;  account  of  these  disturbances  lung  after  they 
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had  arriyed  at  their  highest  pitch,  were  all  imeqaiTocal  marks  of  adawwledgment 

directed  to  the  oid  ministry ,  and  particularly  to  gratitude.    And  to  give  him  every  adTmntagei 

the  Earl  o/HaUfaXf  the  secretary  of  state  cor-  I  select  the  obnoxious  colony  of  MassaehuseC^e 

responding  with  the  colonies,  without  once  in  Bay,  which  at  this  time  (but  without  heariaf 

the  smallest  degree  intimating  the   slightest  her)  is  so  heavily  a  culprit  before  pariiameutt— 

suspicion  of  any  ministerial  revolution  what-  I  will  select  their  proceedings  even  under  cir> 

soever.     The  ministry  was  not  changed  in  cumstances  of  no  small  irritation.     For,  a 

England  until  the  10th  day  of  July,  1765.    On  little  imprudently,  I  must  say,  Govemour  ~ 


the  14lh  of  the  preceding  Juno,  Govemour     nard  mixed  in  the  administration  of  the  leni* 
Fauquier  from  Virginia   writes  thus ;    and     tive  of  the  repeal  no  small  acrimony 


writes  thus  toihc  Earl  of  Halifax:  ''  Govern'  from  matters  of  a  separate  nature.    Yet 

ment  is  set  at  defiance,  not  having  strength  Sir,  the  etfect  of  that  lenitive,  though  mixed 

enough  in  her  hands  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  with  these  better  ingredients ;  and  how  this 

laws  of  the  community.    7^  private  distress^  nigged  people  can  express  themselvea  OD  a 

which  every  man  feds,  increases  the  general  dis-  measure  of  concession, 

satisfaction  at  tite  duties  laid  by  the  stamp-act,  ^^  If  it  is  not  in  our  power,**  (say  they  is 

iMch  breaks  out,  and  shews  itself  upon  every  their  address  to  Govemour  Bernard,)  "  m  <• 

trifling  occasion."    The  general  dissatisfaction  ftdl  a  manner  as  will  be  espected,  to  shew  Mr 

had  produced  some  time  before,  that  is,  on  the  respectful  gratitude  to  the  mother  country,  or  tf 

29th  of  May,  several  strong  public  resolve  make  a  dudftd  and  qffcctionate  return  to  At 

against  the  stamp- act ;  and  those  resolves  are  indulgence  of  the  king  and  parliament,  it  sUI 

assigned  by  Govemour  Bernard,  as  the  cause  be  no  fault  of  ours ;  for  this  we  intend,  etsi 

of  the  insurrections  in  Massachusett's  Bay,  in  hope  we  ^utU  be  able  fdly  to  effixt.** 

his  letter  of  the  I5th  of  August,  still  addreracd  Would  to  God  tliat  this  temper  had  been 

to  the  Earl  of  Halifax;  and  he  continued  to  cultivated,  managed,  and  set  in  action!  other 

address  such  accounts  to  that  minister  quite  to  effects  than  those  which  we  have  since  fdt 

the  7th  of  September  of  the  same  year.    Simi*  would  have  resulted  from  it.    On  the  requisi* 

iar  accounts,  and  of  as  late  a  date,  were  sent  tion  for  compensaticm  to  those  who  had  saf^ 

from  other  goveroours,  and  all  directed  to  Lord  fcrctd  from  the  violence  of  the  populace,  in 

Halifax.    Not  one  of  these  letters  indicates  the  same  address  they  say,   *^  The  recomma^ 

the  slightest  idea  cS  a  change,  either  known,  dalion  enjoined  by  Mr.    Secretary  Cotooay^m 

or  even  apprehended.  letter ^  and  in  consequence  Hiereof  made  to  vt. 

Thus  are  blown  away  the  insect  race  of  we  will  embrace  the  first  convenient  apportusdijf 

courtly  falsehoods  !  thus  perish  the  miserable  to  consider  and  act  upon.**    They  did  c(»isider  i 

inventions  of  the   wretched    runners   for   a  they  did  act  upon  it.    They  obeyed  the  reqiii- 

wretchcd  cause,  which  they  have  fly-blown  sition.    I  know  tlie  mode  has  been  chicaned! 

into  every  weak  and  rotten  part  of  the  country,  upon  ;  but  it  was  substantially  obeyed  ;  and 

in  vain  hopes  that  when  their  maggots  had  much  better  obeyed,  than  I  fear  the  parlia- 

taken  wing,  their  importunate  buzzing  might  mentary  requisition  of  this  session  will  be^ 

sound  soroetliing  like  the  public  voice !  though  enforced  by  all  your  rigour,  and  badted 

Sir,  I  have  troubled  you  sufficiently  with  the  with  all  your  power.    In  a  word,  the  dama|paa 

state  of  America  before  the  repeal.    Now  I  of  popular  fury  were  compensated  by  legwa* 

turn   to    the   honourable  gentleman  who  so  tive    gravity.      Almost   every  other  pari  cC 

stoutly  challenges  us,  to  tell,  whether,  after  the  America  m  various  ways  demonstrated  their 

repcaJ,  the  provinces  were  quiet?    This  is  gratitude.    I  am  bold  to  say,  that  so  sudden  l 

coming  homo  to  tlie  point.    Here  I  meet  him  calm  recovered  afler  so  violent  a  storm  is  wilb* 

directly ;   and  answer  most  readily,  Tfwy  were  out  parallel  in  history.     To  say  that  no  odMT 

Tuicf.    And  I,  in  my  turn,  challenge  him  to  disturbance  should  happen  from  any   othar 

provo  when,  and  where,  and  by  whom,  and  in  cause,  is  folly.    But  as  far  as  appeanuBQM 

what  numbers,  and  with  what  violence,  the  went,  by  the  judicious  sacrifice  of  one  law* 

other  laws  of  trade,  as  gentlemen  assert,  were  you  procured    an    acquiescence   in   all   Aal 

violated  in  consequence  of  your  concession?  remained.      Afler  this   experience,    noboify 

or  that  even  your  other  revenue  laws  were  at-  shall  persuade  me,  when  a  whole  people  are 

tacked?    but  I  quit  the  vantage  ground   on  concerned,  that  acts  of  lenity  are  not 

which  I  stand,  and  where  I  might  leave  the  of  conciliation. 

burthen  of  the  proof  upon  him :  I  walk  down  I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman   has 

upon  the  open  plain,  and  undertake  to  shew,  ocived  a  fair  and  full  answer  to  his  question, 

that  they  were  not  only  quiet,  but  shewed  many  I  have  done  with  the  third  period  ef  your 
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policy ;  Uut  of  yo  ir  repeal ;  and  the  return  of  telres,  they  knew  not  how,  pifi^g  together, 

your  ar«i«Dt  sy8teni«  snd  your  ancient  tran*  heads  and  points,  in  the  same  tnickle-bed.'*' 

<|uiUitf  and  concord.    Sir,  this  period  was  not  Sir,  in  consequence  of  this  arrangement, 

M  kmg  as  it  was  happT.    Another  scene  was  having  put  bo  much  the  larger  part  of  his 

uptinHi   and  other  actors   appeared  on  the  enemies  and  oppoeers  into  power,  the  cxmfu- 

The  state,  in  the  condition  I  have  sion  was  such,  that  his  own  principles  could 


desciibed  it,  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of     not  possibly  have  any  effect  or  influence  in 
Lord  Chatlttm — a  great  and  celebrated  name ;     the  conduct  of  affairs.    If  ever  he  fell  into  a 


that  keeps  die  name  of  this  country  fit  of  the  gout,  or  if  any  other  cause  withdrew 

fiapec  table  in  every  other  oo  the  globe.    It  him  from  public  cares,  principles  directly  the 

nay  be  truly  called,  contrary  were  sure  to  predominate.    When  he 

/*!.*.,«  •»  ««n««.wi*  «««»-«  ^^  executed  his  plan,  he  had  not  an  inch  of 
Clanim  et  vencraoile  nomen  j .    _     j              -nn.      l    u    i 
Otmibus,  et  mukum  nostrse  quod  proderat  urbi.  ground  to  stand  upon.    When  he  had  accom- 
plished his  scheme  of  administration,  he  was 
Sir,  the  venei^le  age  of  this  great  man,  no  longer  a  minister. 
^  merited  rank,  his  superiour  eloquence,  his  When  his  face  was  hid  but  for  a  moment, 
•pleodid  qualities,  his  eminent  services,  the  his  whole  system  was  on  a  wide  sea,  without 
vut  space  he  fills  in  the  eye  of  mankind ;  chart  or  compass.     The  gentlemen,  his  parti- 
tad,  more  than  ail  the  rest,  his  faH  from  power,  cular  firiends,  who,  with  the  names  of  various 
which,  like  death,  canonizes  and  sanctifies  a  departments  of  ministry,  were  admitted,  to 
gnat  character,  will  not  sufier  me  to  censure  seem,  as  if  they  acted  a  part  under  him,  with 
Mmf  part  of  his  conduct.    I  am  afraid  to  flatter  a  modesty  that  becomes  all  men,  and  with  a 
AMm;  I  am  sure  I  am  not  disposed  to  blame  confidence  in  him,  which  was  justified  even  in 
n.    Lei  those  who  have  betrayed  him  by  its  extravagance  by  his  superiour  abilities,  had 
sir  aduiatioQ,  insult  him  with  their  malevo-  never,  in  any  instance,  presumed  upon  any 
But  what  I  do  not  presume  to  cen-  opinion  of  their  own.    Deprived  of  his  gui- 
I  may  have  leave  to  lamenL     For  a  ding  influence,  they  were  whirled  about,  the 
man,  be  seemed  to  me  at  that  time,  to  be  sport  of  every  gust,  and  easily  driven  into  any 
ned   too  much  by  general   maxims.    I  port;  and  as  those  who  joined  with  them  in 
:  with  the  freedom  of  history,  and  I  hope  manning  the  vessel  were  the  nK»t  directly  oppo- 
,  offence.    One  or  two  of  these  maxims,  site  to  his  opinions,  measures,  and  character, 
finom  an  opinion  not  the  meet  indulgent  and  far  the  most  artful  and  most  powerful  of 
tour  unhappy  species,  and  surely  a  litde  too  the  set,  they  easily  prevailed,  so  as  to  seize 
led  him  into  measures  that  were  upon  the  vacant,  unoccupied,  and  derelict  minds 
mischievous  to  himself;  and  for  that  of  his  fi-iends ;  and  instantly  they  turned  the 
among  others,  perhaps  fatal   to   hia  vessel  wholly  out  of  the  course  of  his  policy. 
';  measures,  the  effects  of  which,  I  am  As  if  it  were  to  insult  as  well  as  to  betray  him, 
are  for  ever  incurable.    He  made  an  even  long  before  the  close  of  the  first  session 
^liiinistration,  so  checkered  and  speckled ;  of  his  administration,  when  every  thing  waa 
^tt  put  together  a  piece  of  joinery,  so  crossly  publicly  transacted,  and  with  great  parade,  in 
Saiipited  and  whimsically  dove-tailed ;  a  cabi-  his  name,  they  made  an  act,  declaring  it  highly 
*Mt  to  Tariously  inlaid ;   such  a   piece  of  just  and  expedient  to  raise  a  revenue  in  Ame- 
^nronifiwl  Mosaic ;  such  a  tesselated  pave-  rica.     For  even  then.  Sir,  even  before  this 
without  cement;  here  a  bit  of  blade  splendid  orb  was  entirely  set,  and  while  the 
and  there  a  bit  of  white ;  patriots  and  western  horizon  was  in  a  blaze  with  his  dcscend- 
I,    king's   friends   and   republicans  ;  ing  glory,  on  tlie  opposite  quarter  of  the  hea- 
mad    tories  ;  treacherous   fiiends  and  vens  arose  another  luminary,  and,  for  his  houfi 
namies:  that   it  was  indeed  a  very  became  lord  of  the  ascendant. 
■how;  l)ut  utterly  unsafe  to  touch,  Thislight  too  is  passed  and  set  for  ever.   Tou 
Ui  OHure   to  stand   on.    The   colleagues  imderstand,  tohesuro,  thatlspeak  of  CharJbs 
lihom  hm  had  assorted  at  the  same  boajtls,  Townshcnd,  officially  the  re-producer  of  this 
mtnd  at  each  other,  and  were  obliged  to  ask,  fatal  scheme  ;  whom  I  cannot  oven  now  re- 
^Sir,  your  name?— Sir,  you  have  the  advan>  member  without  some  degree  of  sensibility. 
iifi  ci  me — ^Mr.  Sucb-a-one— •!  beg  a  thou- 

tii  paidoos— ."    I  venture  to  say,  it  did  ao  *  Supposed  to  allude  to  the  Right  Honourable 

Immo,  that  personshad  a  single  office  divided  I'O"*  ^orth,  and  George  Cooke,  Esq.  who  wen 

rZrr^  .u—luj                  i*         l  made  joint  pavmasters  in  the  summer  of  1786, 

bstwcen  them,  who  had  never  spoke  to  each  „„  the  removal  of  the  Rockingham  adminlstra 

ochar  in  their  Uvea;  untU  they  found  them-  tk>n. 
Vol.  I.— 14 
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In  mnb,  Sir,  ha  was  the  delight  and  ornament  whereaoerer  she  appeared ;   but  he  paid  lui 

of  this  house,  and  the  charm  of  every  private  particular  devotions  to  her  in  her  favourile 

socie^  which  he  honoured  with  his  presence,  habitation,  in  her  chosen  temple,  the  house  cf 

Peihsips  there  never  arose  in  this  country,  nor  commons.    Besides  the  characters  of  the  ioA* 

in  any  country,  a  man  of  a  more  pointed  and  viduals  that  oon^xMe  our  body,  it  is  impossible, 

finished  wit ;  and  (where  his  passions  wore  not  Mr.  Speaker,  not  to  observe,  that  tKis  booM 

concerned)  of  a  more  refined,  exquisite,  and  has  a  collective  character  of  its  own.    Thit 

penetrating  judgment.    If  he  had  not  so  great  a  character  too,  however  imperfect,  is  notOD* 

stock,  as  some  have  had  who  flourished  for-  amiable.     Like  all  great  puUic  collections  of 

meriy,  of  knowledge  bng  treasured  up,  he  knew  men,  you  possess  a  marked  love  of  virtue,  waA 

better  by  far,  th&n  any  man  I  ever  was  ao-  an  abhorrence  of  vice.     But  among  viess, 

quainted  with,  how  to  bring  together  within  a  there  is  none,  which  the  house  abhors  in  the 

uiorttime,  all  that  was  necessary  to  establish,  same  degree  with  obitinaey.    Obstinacy,  Sir, 

to  illustrate,  and  to  decorate  that  side  of  the  is  certainly  a  great  vice ;  and  in  the  changefiil 

question  he  supported.    He  stated  his  matter  state  of  political  afiairs  it  is  frequently  dio 

dcilfully  and  powerfully.    He  particularly  ex-  cause  of  great  mischief.    It  happens,  however, 

celled  in  a  most  luminous  explaiiaticm,  and  dis-  very  unfortunately,  that  almost  the  whole  line 

play  of  his  subject.    His  style  of  argument  of  the  great  and  masculine  virtues,  coostaney, 

v/as  neither  trite  and  vulgar,  nor  subtle  and  gravity,  magnanimity,  fortitude,  fldelity,  ind 

abstruse.    He  hit  the  house  just  between  wind  firmness,  are  closely  allied  to  this  disagreeable 

and  water. — And  not  being  troubled  with  too  quality,  of  which  you  have  so  just  an  abhor- 

anxious  a  zeal  for  any  matter  in  question,  he  was  rence ;  and  in  their  excess,  all  these  virtnet 

never  more  tedious,  nor  more  earnest,  than  the  very  easily  fall  into  it.    He,  who' paid  sudi  ft 

preconceived  opinions,  and  present  temper  of  punctilious  attention  to  aU  your  feelings, 

his  hearers  required ;  to  whom  he  was  always  tainly  took  care  not  to  shock  them  by  that 

m  perfect  unison.    Ho  conformed  exactly  to  the  which  is  the  most  disgustful  to  you. 
temper  of  the  house ;  and  he  seemed  to  guide.         That  fear  of  displeasing  those  who  oof^bA 

because  he  was  always  sure  to  follow  it.  most  to  be  pleased,  betrayed  him  sometinxBi 

I  beg  pardon.  Sir,  if,  when  I  speak  of  this  into  the  other  extreme.    He  had  voted,  and  ma 

and  of  other  great  men,  I  appear  to  digress  in  the  year  1765,  had  been  an  advocate  for  \ 

saying  something  of  their  characters.    In  this  stamp-act.  Things  and  the  disposition  of  i 

eventful  history  of  the  revolutions  of  America,  minds  were  changed.    In  short,  the  stamp-i 

the  characters  of  such  men  are  of  much  impoi>  began  to  be  no  favourite  in  this  house, 

tance.      Great  men  are  the  guide-posts  and  therefore  attended  at  the  private  meeting, 

land-marks  in  the  state.    The  credit  of  such  which  the  resolutions  moved  by  a  right  I 

men  at  court,  or  in  the  nation,  is  the  sole  cause  able  gentleman  were  settled ;  resolutions  Ic 

of  all  the  public  measures.    It  would  be  an  ing  to  the  repeal.    The  next  day  he  voted  ISt 

invidious  thing,  (most  foreign,  I  trust,  to  what  that  repeal ;  and  he  would  have  spoken  for  ^ 

you  think  my  disposition,)  to  remark  the  errours  too,  if  an  illness,  (not  as  was  then  given  off3i^ 

into  which  the  authority  ci  great  names  has  a  political,)  but  to  my  knowledge,  a  very  i«J^ 

brought  the  nation,  without  doing  justice  at  the  illness,  had  not  prevented  it.  • 

same  time  to  the  great  qualities,  whence  that        The  very  next  session,  as  the  fashion  oifb^ 

authority  arose.    The  subject  is  instructive  to  world  passeth  away,  the  repeal  began  to  be  ^ 

those  who  wish  to  form  themselves  on  whatever  as  bad  an  odour  in  this  house  as  the  stamp  90^ 

of  excellence  has  gone  before  them.    There  are  had  been  in  the  session  before.     To  coofii^' 

many  young  menj^rs  in  the  house  (such  of  late  to  the  temper  which  began  to  prevai*,  and  i^ 

has  been  the  rapid  succcssi(m  of  public  men)  prevail  mostly  among  those  most  in  power,  ll^^ 

whenever  saw  that  prodigy  Charles  Town-  declared,  very  early  in  the  winter,  that  a  rerflMM*, 

shend ;  nor  of  course  know  what  a  ferment  he  must  be  had  out  of  Ameripa.    Instandr  Ml 

was  able  to  excite  in  every  thing  by  the  violent  was  tied  down  to  his  engagements  by  wim/k 

ebullition  of  his  mixed  virtues  and  failings,  who  had   no  objection  to  such  experinMflHjr 

For  fellings  he  had  undoubtedly— >niahy  of  us  when  made  at  the  cost  of  persons  for  wbati 

remember  them ;  we  are  this  day  considering  they  had  no  particular  regard.   The  whole  bodv 

the  effect  of  them.    But  he  had  no  failings  of  courtiers  drove  him  onward.    They  alwvn 

which  were  not  owing  to  a  noble  cause ;  to  an  talked  as  if  the  king  stood  in  a  sort  of  huniD» 

ardent,  generous,  perhaps  an  immoderate  pas-  ated  state,  until  something  of  the  kind  slioyM 

sion  for  feme ;  a  passion  which  is  tlic  instinct  of  be  done, 
all  great  souls.    He  worshipped  that  goddess        Here  this  extraordinary  man,  then  chaneft 
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jer  of  lk«  ekcbeqaer,  fuund  himielf  in  great  be  receired  deliglit,  in  the  ckxidt  of  it,  whirl' 
ctraitf.    To  pleaie  uniTendljr  wh  the  object  daily  rose  about  him  firom  the  prodigal  auper 
of  Ua  life;  but  to  tax  and  to  pteaae,  no  more  atition  of  innumerable  admiren.    He  wag  a 
than  ID  lore  and  to  be  wiae,  if  not  given  to  men.  candidate  ibr  contradictory  hoooura ;  and  his 
Hoirefier  be  attempted  it.    To  render  the  tax  great  aim  was  to  make  thoee  agree  in  admira. 
■■faUable  to  the  partiaana  of  American  revenue,  tion  of  hfm  who  never  agreed  in  any  thing  else, 
be  made  a  preamble  stating  the  necessity  of  Hence  arose  this  unfortunate  act,  the  subject 
wch  a  revenue.    To  close  with  the  American  of  this  day's  debate ;  from  a  disposition  which, 
distinction,  this  revenue  was  aitmal  or  port-  after  making  an  American  rcvenuo  to  please 
daty ;  but  again,  to  soften  it  to  the  other  party,  one,  repealed  it  to  please  others,  and  again  ro- 
itwas  a  duty  of  tuppiy.    To  gratify  the  coh-  vived  it  in  hopes  of  pleasing  a  third,  and  uf 
Mte,  it  was  laid  on  British  manufactures;  to  catching  sometliing  in  the  ideas  of  all. 
Mtisfy  the  merthanu  qf  Britain^  the  duty  was  This  revenue  act  of  1767,  formed  the  fourth 
bivial,  and  (except  that  on  tea,  which  touched  period  of  American  policy.    How  wo  have  fared 
only  the  devoted  East  India  company)  on  none  since  then — what  woful  variety  of  schemes  have 
tf  the  grand  objects  of  commerce.    To  coun-  been  adopted  ;  what  enforcing,  and  what  re- 
tcrwork  the  American  contraband,  the  duty  on  pealing;  what  bullying,  and  wlmt  submittinj^ ; 
lea  was  reduced  from  a  Hhiliing  to  three-pence,  what  doing,  and  undoing ;  what  straining,  aud 
But  to  secure  the  favour  of  those  who  would  what  relaxing ;  what  assemblies  dissolved  for 
■  ■ax  America,  the  scene   of  collection  was  not  obeying,  and  called  again  without  obedi- 
diinged,  and,  with  the  rest,  it  was  levied  in  ence ;  what  troops  sent  out  to  quell  resistance, 
lbs  colonies.     What  need  I  say  more  ?    This  and  on  meeting  that  resbtance,  recalled ;  what 
ine-spun  scheme  had  the  usual  fate  of  all  cxqui-  shiAings,  and  changes,  and  jumblings  of  all 
site  policy.   But  the  original  plan  of  the  duties,  kinds  of  men  at  home,  which  left  no  possibility 
and  the  mode  of  executing  that  plan,  both  arose  of  order,  consistency,  vigour,  or  even  so  much 
■ia^y  a^  solely  from  a  lovo  of  our  applause,  as  a  decent  unity  of  colour  in  any  one  (uiblic 
Ha  was  truly  tiio  diild  of  tho  house.     He  measure. — It  is  a  tedious,  irksome  task.    IVIy 
■ner  thouglit,  did,  or  said  any  thing,  but  with  duty  may  call  mo  to  open  it  out  somo  other 
a  view  to  you.    Ho  every  day  adapted  himself  time  ;*  on  a  former  occasion  I  tried  your  tcm- 
lo  your  disi^jsitiun  ;  and  adjusted  himself  bo-  per  on  a  part  of  it;  for  the  present  I  shall  forbear, 
fin  it  as  at  a  looking-glass.  After  all  these  changes  and  agitations,  your 
He  had  observed  (indeed  it  could  not  escape  immediate  situation  upon  the  question  on  your 
^n)  that  several  persons,  infinitely  his  infc-  paper  is  at  length  brought  to  this.    You  have 
riours  in  all  respects,  had  formerly  rendered  an  act  of  parliament,  stating,  that  "  it  is  expo 
l^caaelves  considerablo  in  this  house  by  one  dtent  to  raise  a  revenue  in  America."    By  a 
B^lhod  alone.    They  were  a  race  <^  men,  partial  repeal  you  annihilated  the  greatest  part 
U  hope  in  God  the  species  is  extinct,)  who,  of  that  revenue,  which  this  preamble  declares 
*^>"n  they  rose  in  their  place,  no  man  living  to  be  so  expedient.    You  have  substituted  no 
***!*!  divine,  from  any  known  adherence  to  othrfin  the  place  of  it.    A  secretary  of  state 
PMies,  to  opinions,  or  to  principles ;  from  any  has  disclaimed,  in  the  kingV  name,  all  thoughts 
•der  or  system   in  tlieir  politics  ;    or  from  of  such  a  substitution  in  future.     The  |>rinci- 
•7  i>!(]iiel  or  connection  in  their  ideas,  what  pie  of  this  disclainter  goes  to  what  has  been 
^  they  were  going  to  take  in  any  debate,  left,  as  well  as  what  has  been  repealed.     The 
b  is  astonishing  bow  much  tiiis  uncertainty,  tax  which  lingers  after  its  companions,  (under 
V^ecially  at  critical  tiroes,  called  the  atten-  a  preamble  declaring  an  American  ro\-cnue 
ti«  of  all  parties  on   such  men.    All  eyes  expedient,  and  for  the  sole  purpose  of  support- 
Hra  fixed  on  them,  all  cars  o|»en  to  hear  tliem ;  ing  tlie  theory  of  that  preamble,)  militates  i*  ith 
iKh  party  ga|>ed,  and  looked  alternately  for  the  assurance  authentically  conveyed  to  tlie 
^^  vote,  almoift  to  tlie  end  of  their  speeches,  colonies  ;  and  is  an  cxhaustless  source  of  jea- 
While  the  house  hung  in  this  uncertainty,  lousy  and  animosity.    On  tliis  sUte,  which  I 
■mv  the  heoT'himt  rose  from  tliis  side — now  take  to  bo  a  fair  one ;  not  being  able  to  dis- 
Aey  rebelkm-od  from  tlic  other ;  and  that  party  cem  any  grounds  of  honour,  advantage,  peace, 
towhoro  they  fell  at  length  from  their  tremu-  or  power,  for  adhering,  either  to  the  act  or  to 
Ions  and  dancing  balance,  always  received  the  preamble,  I  shall  %ote  for  the  question  which 
dism  in  a  tempest  of  applause.    The  fortune  leads  to  the  repeal  of  both. 
flf  such  men  was  a  temptation  too  great  to  be  If  you  do  not  fidl  in  witli  this  motion,,  then 
resisted  by  one,  to  whom,  a  single  whiff  of  in- 
withheld  gave  much  greater  pain«  than  *  Resolutions  in  May  1770. 
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Mcure  tomediiig  to  fight  fiv,  consistMit  in  abb  gentlomui^  for  the  repeal,  could  goto 

theory  and  valuable  in  practice.    If  you  moat  America  without  the  attendance  of  the  paoal 

employ  your  strength,  employ  it  to  uphold  yoc  bills.    Alone  I  could  almost  answer  for  its  tiio» 

in  some  honourable  right,  or  some  profitable  ooss.    I  cannot  be  certain  of  its  reception  m 

wrong.    If  you  are  apprehensive  that  the  con  the  bad  company  it  may  keep.    In  sncli  lMto» 

cession  recommended  to  you,  though  propw,  rogeneous  assortments,  the  most  imiocwt  par 

should  be  a  means  of  drawing  on  you  further  but  son  will  lose  the  effect  ofhis  innocency.  ThM%^ 

unreasonable  claims,— why  then  employ  your  you  should  send  out  this  angel  of  peaooi  yet  yoa 

force  in  supporting  that  reasonable  concession  are  sending  out  a  destroying  angel  too ;  and 

asainst  those  unreasonable  demands.    You  will  what  would  be  the  effect  of  the  conflict  of  these 

employ  it  with  more  grace ;  with  better  effect ;  two  adverse  spirits,  or  ^ioh  would  predomi 

and  with  great  probable  concurrence  of  all  the  nate  in  the  end,  is  what  I  dare  not  say :  vHm 

quiet  and  rational  people  in  tho  provinces ;  who  ther  the  lenient  measures  would  cause  Ameri 

are  now  united  with,  and  hurried  away  by,  can  passion  to  subside,  or  the  severe  would  ia- 

the  violent ;  having  indeed  different  disposi-  crease  its  fury— All  this  is  in  the  hand  of  Pko- 

tions,  but  a  common  interest.    If  you  a[^e*  vidonce ;  yet  now,  even  now,  I  should  eonfide 

head  that  on  a  concession  you  shall  be  pushed  in  the  prevailing  virtue,  and  efficacious  oper»- 

by  metaphysical  process  to  the  extreme  lines,  tion  of  lenitjr,  though  working  in  darkness,  and 

and  argued  out  of  your  whole  authority,  my  in  chaos,  in  the  midst  of  all  this  unnatural  and 

advice  is  this ;  when  you  have  recovered  your  turbid  combination.    I  should  hope  it  mi^- 

old,  your  strong,  your  tenable  position,  then  produce  order  and  beauty  in  the  tad. 

face  about — stop  short— do  nothing  more— rea^  Let  us,  Sir,  embrace  some  system  or  other 

!jon  not  at  all— oppose  tho  ancient  policy  and  before  we  end  this  session.    Do  you  mean  to 

practice  of  the  empire,  as  a  rampart  against  tax  America,  and  to  draw  a  productive  revenne 

the  speculations  of  ionovators  on  both  sides  of  firom  thence  ?    If  you  do,  speak  out :  name, 

the  question  ;  and  you  will  stand  on  great,  fix,  ascertain  this  revenue ;  settle  iti^ffiantity ; 

manly,  and  sure  ground.    On  this  solid  basis  define  its  objects;  provide  for  its  coUectioo; 

tix  your  machine,  and  they  will  draw  worlds  and  then  fight  v^en  you  have  something  to  fight 

towards  you.  ibr.    If  you  murder — rob ;  if  yon  kUl,  take 

Your  ministers,  in  their  own  and  his  majea-  possession:  and  do  not  appear  in  the  character 
ty's  name,  have  already  adopted  the  American  of  madmen,  as  well  as  assassins,  violent,  vtn- 
distinction  of  internal  and  external  duties.  It  dictive,  bloody,  and  tyrannical,  without  an  ob- 
is a  distinction,  whatever  merit  it  may  have,  ject.  But  may  better  counsels  guide  you ! 
that  was  originally  moved  by  the  Americans  Again,  and  again,  revert  to  your  oU  prine^ 
themselves ;  and  I  think  they  will  acquiesce  in  pies— see|(  peace  and  ensure  it— leave  America, 
it,  if  they  are  not  pushed  with  too  much  logic  if  she  has  taxable  matter  in  her,  to  tax  hanelt 
and  too  little  sense,  in  all  the  consequences.  I  am  not  here  going  into  the  distinctiona  of 
That  is,  if  external  taxation  be  understood,  as  rights,  nor  attempting  to  mark  their  bouadarie*. 
I  hey  and  you  understand  it,  when  you  j^ease,  I  do  not  enter  into  these  metaphysical  diatino- 
to  be  not  a  distinction  of  geography,  but  of  po-  tions  ;  I  hate  the  very  sound  of  them.  Leave 
licy  ;  that  it  is  a  power  for  regulating  trade,  the  Americans  as  they  anciently  stood,  and 
and  not  ibr  supporting  establishments.  The  these  distinctions,  bom  of  our  unhappy  conteaC, 
distinction,  which  is  as  nothing  with  regard  to  will  die  along  with  it.  They  and  we, 
right,  is  of  most  weighty  consideration  in  prac-  their  and  our  ancestors,  have  been  happy 
tice.  Recover  your  old  ground,  and  your  oU  that  system.  Let  the  memory  of  all  act 
tranquillity — try  it — I  am  persuaded  the  Ameri-  in  contradiction  to  that  good  old  mode,  on  both 
cans  will  compromise  with  you.  When  confi-  sides,  be  extinguished  for  ever.  Be  eontem 
dence  is  once  restored,  the  odious  and  suspi-  to  bind  America  by  laws  of  trade ;  yoo  haipa 
ciousfummum /us  will  perish  of  course.  The  always  done  it.  Let  this  be  your  reaaonibr 
spirit  of  practicability,  of  nxxieration,  and  mu-  binding  their  trade.  Do  not  burthen  tham  bj 
tual  convenience,  will  never  call  in  geometrical  taxes ;  you  were  not  used  to  do  so  from  the  be> 
exactness  as  the  arbitrator  of  an  amicable  set-  ginning.  Let  this  be  your  reason  for  not  tazkif. 
tlement.  Consult  and  f<4k)w  your  experience.  These  are  the  arguments  of  states  and  king* 
Let  not  the  long  story  with  which  I  hare  exer-  doms.  Leave  the  rest  to  the  schools ;  ibr 
cised  your  patience,  prove  fiuitless  to  jroor  in-  there  only  they  may  be  discussed  with  safeQr, 
lorests.  But  if,  intemperately,  unwisely,  &tally,  you 

For  my  part,  I  should  choose  (if  I  could  have 

nv  wish)  that  the  proposition  of  the  honouxw  #  ^^  Fuller. 
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lophistieate  and  poison  Jie  very  source  of  go-  the  slough  of  slavery,  which  we  are  not  able  to 

▼emmeot,  by  urging  subtle  deductions,  and  con-  work  off,  to  serve  them  lor  their  freedom  ? 

sequences  odious  to  those  you  govern,  fi-om  the  If  this  be  the  case,  ask  yourselves   this 

miiimited  and  illimitable  nature  of  supreme  so-  quration,  Will  they  be  content  in  such  a  state 

^'^fvignty,  you  will  teach  them  by  these  means  of  slavery  7    If  not,  look  to  the  consequences, 

to  call  that  sovereign^  itself  in  question.  When  Reflect  bow  you  are  to  govern  a  people,  who 

you  drive  him  hard,  the  boar  will  surely  turn  think  they  ought  to  be  free,  and  think  they 

upon  the  hunters.    Ifthat  sovereignty  and  their  are  not.    Your  scheme  yields  no  revenue ;  it 

freedom  cannot  be  reconciled,  which  will  they  yields   nothing  but  discontent,  disorder,  di»> 

take?    They  will  cast  your  sovereignty  in  your  obedience ;  and  such  is  the  state  of  America, 

bee.    No  body  will  be  argued  into  slavery,  that  after  wading  up  to  your  eyes  in  blood, 

Sir,  let  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  call  you  could  only  end  just  where  you  begun ;  that 

forth  all  their  ability ;  let  the  best  of  them  get  is,  to  tax  where  no  revenue  is  to  be  found,  to~- 

op,  and  toll  me,  what  one  charactw  of  liberty  my  voice  fails  me;  my  inclination  indeed  carries 

the  Americans  have,  and  what  one  brand  of  me  no  further — all  is  confusion  beyond  iu 

slavery  they  are  free  from,  if  they  are  bound  Well,  Sir,  I  have  recovered  a  little,  and 

in  their  property  and  industry,  by  all  the  re>  before   I  sit  down  I  must  say  something  to 

straints  you  can  imagine  on  commerce,  and  at  another  point  with  which  genUemen  urge  us. 

die  same  time  are  made  packhorscs  of  every  What  is  to  become  of  the  declaratory  act 

tax  you  choose  to  impose,  without  the  least  asserting  the  entireness  of  British  legislative 

share  in  granting  them.    When  they  bear  the  authority,  if  we  abandon  the  practice  of  taxa- 

burthens  of  unlimited  monopoly,  will  you  bring  tion  ? 

them  to  bear  the  burthens  of  unlimited  revenue  For  my  part  I  lode  upon  the  rights  stated  in 

too  ?    The  Englishman  in  America  will  feel  that  act,  exactly  in  the  manner  in  which  I 

that  this  is  slavery — that  it  is  legal  slavery,  will  viewed  them  on  its  very  first  proposition,  and 

be  no  cempensation,  either  to  his  feelings  or  which  I  have  oflen  taken  the  liberty,  with  great 

his  understanding.  humility,  to  lay  before  you.    I  look,  I  say,  on 

A  noble  lord,'*  who  spoke  some  time  ago,  the  imperial  rights  of  Qreat  Britain,  and  the 

is  full  of  the  fire  of  ingenuous  youth;  and  privileges  which  the  cdonists  ought  to  enjoy 

when  'he  has  modelled  the  ideas  of  a  lively  under  these  rights,  to  be  just  the  most  reoon- 

imagination  by  further  experience,  he  will  be  cileable  things  in  the  world.    The  parliament 

an  ornament  to  his  country  in  either  house,  of  Grreat  Britain  sits  at  the  head  of  her  exten- 

He  has  said,  that  the  Americans  are  our  chil-  sive  empire  in  two  capacities :  one  as  the 

dren,  and  how  can  they  revolt  against  their  local  legislature  of  this  island,  providing  for 

parent  ?    He  says,  that  if  they  are  not  free  in  all  things  at  home,  immediately,  and  by  no 

dieir  presem  state,  England  is  not  free ;  b^  other  instrument  than  the  executive  power.^- 

canse  Manchester,  and   other   considerablo  The  other,  and  I  think  her  nobler  capacity,  ia 

I^jos,   are  not  represented.    So  then,  be-  what  I  call  her  »i9>ena/cAanK(er,*  in  which,  as 

cause  some  towns  in  EIngland  are  not  repr^  from  the  throne  of  heaven,  she  superintends  all 

sented,  America  is  to  have  no  representative  the  several  inferiour  legislatures,  and  guides, 

at  all.    They  are  "  our  children ;"  but  when  and  controuls  them  all  without  annihilating 

children  ask  for  bread,  we  are  not  to  give  a  any.    As  all  these  provincial  legislatures  are 

•lone.    Is  it  because  the  natural  resistance  of  only  co-ordinate  to  each  other,  they  ought  all 

things,  and   the  various  mutations  of  time,  to  be  subordinate  to  her ;  else  they  can  neither 

binders  our  government,  or  any  scheme  of  preserve   mutual  peace,  nor  hope  for  mutual 

government,  from  being  any  more  than  a  swt  justice,  nor   effectually  afford  mutual  assis* 

of  approximation  to  the  right,  is  it  therefore  tance.  It  is  necessary  to  coerce  tho  negligent, 

that  the  colonies  are  to  recede  from  it  infr-  to  restrain  the  violent,  and  to  akl  the  weak  and 

oitely?    When  this  child  of  ours  wishes  to  deficient,  by  tho  overruling  f^nitude  of  her 

•asimilate  to  its  parent,  and  to  reflect  with  a  power.    She  is  never  to  intrude  into  the  place 

tfue  filial  resemblanca  the  beauteous  oounte-  of  the  others,  whilst  they  are  equal  to  the  oom- 

naace  of  British  liber^;  are  we  to  turn  to  mon  ends  of  their  institution.    But  in  order  to 

dMm  the  shameful  parts  of  bar  constitution  ?  enable  parliament  to  answer  all  these  ends  of 

■ra^re  to  give  them  our  weakness  for  their  provident  and  beneficent  superintendenoe,  her 

•trtngth?  our  opprobrium  for  their  glory ;  and  powers  most  be  boundless.     The  gentlemen 

who  think  the  powers  of  parliament  limited* 

*  Lord  CannaiflMn.  may  please  themselves  to  talk  of  requisitmn. 
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But  suppose  the  requisitions  are  not  obeyed  ?  miHioD  of  free  grants  since  the  peace.  I  thins 
What !  Shall  there  be  no  reserred  power  in  we  have  lost  a  great  deal  more ;  and  that  thoat 
the  empire,  to  supply  a  deficiency  which  may  who  look  for  a  revenue  from  the  prorinoeSi 
weaken,  divide,  and  dissipate  the  whole  ?  never  could  have  pursued,  even  in  that  light,  a 
We  are  engaged  in  war — the  secretary  of  course  more  directly  repugnant  to  their  par- 
state  calls  upon  the  colonies  to  contribute^  poses. 

some*would  do  it,  I  think  most  would  cheer-  Now,  Sir,  I  trust  I  have  shewn,  first  oo  that 

fully  furnish  whatever  is  demanded — one  or  narrow  ground  which  the  honourable  gentleman 

two,  suppose,  hang  back,  and,  easing  them-  measured,  that  you  are  like  to  lose  nothing  by 

selves,  let  the  stress  of  the  drafl  lie  on  the  complying  with  the  motion,  except  what  you 

others — surely   it  is   proper,  that   some  au*  have  lost  already.    I  have  shewn  afterwards, 

thority  might  legally  say — "  Tax  yourselves  that  in  time  of  peace  you  flourished  in  com- 

for  the  common  supply,  or  parliament  will  do  merce,  and  when  war  required  it,  had  suffi- 

it  for  you."     This  heickwardness  was,  as  I  am  cient  aid  from  the  colonies,  while  you  pursued 

told,   actually  the   case  of  Pennsylvania  for  your  ancient  pdicy ;  that  you  threw  every  thing 

some  short  time  towards  the  beginning  of  the  into  confusion  when  you  made  the  stamp  act ; 

last  war,  owing  to  some  internal  dissensions  in  and  that  you  restored  every  thing  to  peace 

the  cobny.    But,  whether  the  fact  were  so,  and   order  when  you  repealed  it.     I   haw 

or  otherwise,  the  case  is  equally  to  be  pro-  shewn  that  the  revival  of  the  system  of  taxap 

vided   for  by  a  competent  sovereign  power,  tion  has  produced  the  very  worst  efiects ;  and 

But  then  this  ought  to  be  no  ordinary  power;  that  the  partial  repeal  has  produced,  not  par- 

nor  ever  used  in  the  first  instance.    This  is  tial  good,  but  universal  evil.    Let  these  coi»- 

what  I  meant,  when  I  have  said  at  various  siderations,  (bunded  on  facts,  not  one  of  which 

times,  that  I  consider  the  power  of  taxing  in  can  be  denied,  bring  us  back  to  our  reason  bj 

parliament  as  an  instrument  of  empire,  and  the  road  of  our  experience, 

not  as  a  means  of  supply.  I  cannot,  as  I  have  said,  answer  for  mixed 

Such,  Sir,  is  my  idea  of  the  constitution  of  measures;  but  surely  this  mixture  of  leoitj 

the  British  empire,  as  distinguished  from  the  wouM  give  the  whole  a  better  chance  of  suo- 

constitution  of  Britain ;  and  on  these  grounds  cess.    When  you  once  regain  confidence,  th« 

I  think  subordination  and  liberty  may  be  sufli-  way  will  be  clear  before  you.    Then  you  temy 

ciently  reconciled  through  the  whole ;  whether  enforce  the  act  of  navigation  when  it  ought  to 

to  serve  a  refining  speculatist,  or  a  factious  be  enforced.     You  will   yourselves  open    il 

demagogue,  I  know  not ;  but  enough  surely  for  ^ere   it  ought  still  further  to  be  qpened. 

the  ease  and  happiness  of  man.  Proceed  in  what  you  do,  whatever  you  do^ 

Sir,  whilst  we  held  this  happy  course,  we  from  policy,  and  not  from  rancour.    Let  vm 

drew  more  trcm  the  colonies  than  all  the  im-  act  like  men,  let  us  act  like  statesmen.  Let  vm 

potent  violence  of  despotism  ever  could  extort  hold  some  sort  of  consistent  oooducL— It  m 

from  them.    We  did  this  abundantly  in  the  agreed  that  a  revenue  is  not  to  be  had  in  Aman* 

last  war.    It  has  never  been  <nice  denied — and  ca.     If  we  lose  the  profit,  let  us  get  rid  of  tbe 

what  reason  have  we  to  imagine  that  the  colo-  ndium. 

nies  would  not  have  proceeded  in  supplying  On  this  business  of  America,  I  ooafest  I  ui 

government  as  liberally,  if  you  had  not  step-  serious,  even  to  sadness.    I  have  had  but  oim 

ped  in  and  hindered  them  fi^om  contributing,  opinion  concerning  it  since  I  sat,  and  before  I 

by  interrupting  the  channel  in  which  their  sat  in  parliament.    The  noble  lord^  wil,  aa 

liberality  flowed  with  so  strong  a  course ;  by  usual,  probably,  attribute  the  part  taken  bj  ana 

attempting  to  take,  instead  of  being  satisfied  and  my  friends  in  this  business,  to  a  desire  of 

to  receive?    Sir  William  Temple  says,  that  getting  his  places.    Let  him  enjoy  this  ha|m 

Holland  has  loaded  itself  with  ten  times  the  and  original  idea.    If  I  deprived  him  of  it»  I 

impositions  which  it  revolted   fcom   Spain,  shouU  take  away  most  <ji[  his  wit,  and  aU  hia 

rather  than  submit  to.    He  says  true.    Ty-  argument    But  I  had  rather  bear  the  bnnt  oC 

ranny  is  a  poor  provider.    It  knows  neither  all  his  wit;  and  indeed  blows  much  heaviaty 

how  to  accumulate,  nor  how  to  extract.  than  stand  answerable  to  God  for  emUadnf  a 

I  charge  therefore  to  this  new  and  unfbrtn-  system  that  tends  to  the  destroction  of  Mme  oC 

nate  system  the  km  not  only  of  peace,  of  the  very  best  and  fiiirest  of  his  worka.    ^g^  t. 

union,  and  of  commerce,  but  even  of  revenoei  know  the  woxp  of  England,  as  weU  m  the  nohin 
which  its  frVsods  are  contending  for.— It  b 

awraOy  certam,  that  we  have  lost  at  least  a  *  *  Lord  North. 
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•fll^  ygt^  a*  f  r-  .W  p«naD ;  and  I  know  (hait  tfie  same  road  together ;  whoever  may  acoon« 

the  «^  I  UkM  Vi  not  the  road  to  preferment,  pany  us,  or  whoever  may  laugh  at  U9  on  our 

Mj  eneUeat  and  honourable  friend  under  me  journey !   I  honotfy  and   solemnly  declare, 

eo  Ihe  floor,*  has  vod  that  road  with  great  toil  I  have  in  all  aetaoiis  adhered  to  the  sy«« 

6r  apwardi  of  twenty  years  together.    He  is  torn  of  1766,  lor  no  other  reason,  than  that  I 

Mt  yet  arrired  at  the  noble  lord's  destination,  think  it  laid  deep  in  your  truest  interest*-* 

r,  die  tracks  of  my  w<Mihy  friend  are  and  that,  by  limiting  the  exercise,  it  fixes  on 

I  have  ever  wished  to  follow ;  because  *  the  firmest  foundations,  a  real,  consistent,  wdl* 

they  lead  to  honour.  Long  may  we  tread  grounded  authority  m  parliament.    Until  yoa 

come  back  to  that  system,  there  will  be  M 

*  Mr  Dswdeswell.  peace  for  England. 
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CLUSION  OF  THE  POLL.     1774. 


KDITOR'S  ADVERTISEMENT.  Clare  declined ;  and  a  considerable  body  cf 

gentlemen,  who  had  wi^ed  thtft  the  city  of 

'Wx  believe  there  is  no  need  of  an  apology  Bristol  should,  at  this  critical  season,  be  repre* 

to  tlie  public  for  ofl^ering  to  them  any  genuine  sented  by  some  gentleman  of  tried  abilities  and 

apsmrhiia  of  Mr.  Burke :  the  two  contained  in  known  commercial  knowledge,    immediately 

this  pablicati(m  undoubtedly  are  so.  The  goie*  put  Mr.  Burke  in  nomination.     Some  of  them 

ral  aiiprobation  they  met  with  (as  we  hear)  set  off  express  for  London  to  apprise  toBA 

all  parties  at  Bristol,  persuades  us  that  a  gentleman  of  this  event ;  but  he  was  gone  to 

edition  of  them  will  not  be  unacceptable  Malton  in  Yorkshire.    The  spirit  and  active 

which  we  own  to  be  the  indtu;^  zeal  of  these  gentlemen  followed  him  to  Mai- 

and  we  hope  is  a  justification  of  our  ton.  They  arrived  there  just  after  Mr.  Buike'i 

it.  election  for  that  place,  and  invited  him  to 

IWe  do  not  presume  to  descant  on  the  merit  Bristol. 

Speeches ;  but  as  it  is  no  less  new,        Mr.  Burke,  as  he  tells  us  in  his  first  Speedi, 

booourable,  to  find  a  popular  candidate,  acquainted  his  constituents  with  the  honourafals 

popdar  election,  daring  to  avow  bis  dis-  offer  that  was  made  him ;  and,  with  their  coo 

to  certain  points  that  have  been  considered  sent,  he  immediately  set  off  for  Bristol  on  the 

popular  objects,  and  maintaining  him-  Tuesday  at  sixain  the  evening ;  he  arrived  at 

'cBtbe  manly  confidence  of  his  own  opmion;  Bristol  at  half  past  two  in  the  afternoon  oo 

■Oiy  ^v*  flSQst  say,  that  it  does  great  credit  to  Thursday  the  19th  of  October,  being  the  sixth 

fte  people  of  England,  as  it  proves  to  the  workl,  day  of  the  pod. 

,  to  insore  their  confidence,  it  is  not  neces*        He  drove  directly  to  the  mayor's  house,  who 

to  latter  them,  or  to  affect  a  subserviency  not  being  at  home,  he  proceeded  to  the  Gkiild" 

passions  or  their  prejudices.  hall,  where  he  ascended  the  hustings,  and  hft> 

It  May  bb  necessary  to  premise,  that  at  the  ving  saluted  the  electors,  the  sher^,  and  the 

«p«uaf  of  the  poll  the  candidates  were  Lord  two  candidates,  he  reposed  himself  for  a  fbw 

dare,  Mr.^rickdale,  the  two  last  members ;  minutes,  and  dien  addressed  the  electors  in  a 

md  lAt.  Cmger,  a  coosideraUe  merchant  at  speech  ishidi  was  received  with  great  and  un{ 

fliiHul.    Oa  the  seoood  day  of  the  pott  Lord  versal  applause  and  approbation.  •  - 
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MR     BURKE'S    SPEECH     ON   HIS  America,  M  well  as  ibr  lu.     I  nerer  mean  to 

ARRIVAL  AT  BRISTOL.  depart  from  it,  whatever  may  be  lost  by  it.    I 

avow  it.    The  forfeiture  even  of  your  &Tanry 

osirrLEMEN,  if  by  such  a  declaration  I  could  forftit  it,  thon^ 

I  AM  come  hither  to  wUeft  kk  persoOi  that  the  first  object  of  my  ambition,  nevw  will  inairo 

favour  which  my  friends  have  hitherto  endear  me  disguise  my  sentiments  on  this  8«rii|ecL 

vouored  to  procure  for  me,  by  the  most  obliging,  But, — I  have  ever  had  a  clear  opinion,  and 

and  to  me  the  most  honourable,  exertions.  ha?e  ever  held  a  constant  correspoadiiig  com* 

I  have  so  high  an  opinion  of  the  great  tnist  duct,  that  this  superiority  is  consistent  with  aU 

which  you  have  to  confer  on  this  occasion;  the  liberties  a  sober  and  spirited  American  ought 

and,  by  long  experience,  so  just  a  diffidence  in  to  desire.    I  never  mean  to  put  any  colonist,  or 

my  abilities,  to  fill  it  in  a  manner  adequate  any  human  creature,  in  a  situation,  not  becoming 

even  to  my  own  ideas,  that  I  should  never  have  a  fi-ee-man.     To  reconcile  British  superiority 

ventured  of  myself  to  intrude  into  that  awful  with  American  liberty  shall  be  my  great  object^ 

situation.    But  since  I  am  called  upon  by  the  as  far  as  my  little  faculties  extend.    I  am  far 

desire  of  several  respectable  fellow-subjects,  as  from  thinking  that  both,  even  yet,  may  not  be 

I  have  done  at  other  times,  I  give  up  my  fears  preserved. 

to  their  wishes.    Whatever  my  other  ddicien-  When  I  first  devoted  myself  to  the  public 

cies  may  be,  I  do  not  know  what  it  is  to  be  service,  I  considered  how  I  should  render  my- 

wanting  to  ny  friends.  self  fit  fbr  it ;  and  this  I  did  by  endeavouring  to 

I  am  not  fond  of  attempting  to  raise  public  discover  what  it  was,  that  gave  this  country 

expectations  by  great  promises.    At  this  time,  the  rank  it  holds  in  the  world.    I  fiiuad  thtt- 

there  is  much  cause  to  consider,  and  very  little  our  prosperity  and  dignity  arose  principally,  if 

to  presume.    We  seem  to  bo  approaching  to  a  not  soldy,  from  two  sources ;  our  constitution 

great  crisis  in  our  afiairs,  which  calls  for  the  and  commerce.    Both  these  I  have  spared  no 

whole  wisdom  of  the  wisest  among  us,  without  study  to  understand,   and   no  endeaTour  to 

being  able  to  assure  ourselves,  that  any  wisdom  support. 

can  preserve  us  from  many  and  great  incon-  The  distinguishing  part  of  our  constitution  ia 

venieoces.   You  know  I  speak  of  our  unhappy  its  liberty.    To  preserve  that  liberty  inviolate, 

contest  with  America.    I  confess,  it  is  a  mal-  seems  the  particular  duty  and  proper  trust  of  & 

tor  on  which  Llook  down  as  firom  a  precipice,  member  of  the  House  of  Commons.    But  the 

It  is  difficult  in  itself,  and  it  is  rendered  more  liberty,  the  only  liberty  I  mean,  is  a  liberty 

intricate  by  a  great  variety  of  plans  of  conduct,  connected  with  order ;  that  not  only  exists  along 

I  do  net  mean  to  enter  into  them.    1  will  not  with  order  and  virtue,  but  which  cannot  exial 

suspect  a  want  of  good  intention  in  framing  at  all  without  them.    It  inheres  in  good  and 

them.    But  however  pure  the  intentions  <^  steady  government,  as  in  its  substance  and 

their  authors  may  have  been,  we  all  know  that  vital  principle. 

the  event  has  been  unfortunate.    The  means  The  other  source  of  our  power  is  cocnmenoo, 

of  recovering  our  affairs  are  not  obvious.    So  of  which  you  are  so  large  a  part,  and  which 

many  great  questions  of  oommwoe,  of  finance,  cannot  exist,  no  more  than  your  liberty,  witb- 

of  constitution,  and  of  policy,  are  involved  in  out  a  connection  with  many  virtues.    It  has 

this  American  deliberation,  that  I  dare  engage  ever  been  a  very  particular  and  a  very  &voi»> 

for  nothing,  but  that  I  shall  give  it,  without  any  rite  object  c^my  study,  in  its  principles,  and  ia 

predilection  to  former  opinions,  or  any  sinister  its  details.    I  think  many  here  are  aoqioaintad 

bias  whatsoever,  the  most  honest  and  impartial  with  the  truth  of  what  I  say.    This  I  know,  tfant 

consideration  of  which  I  axa  capaUe.     The  I  have  ever  had  my  house  open,  and  nypoor 

public  has  a  full  right  to  it ;   and  this  great  services  ready,  for  traders  and  manu&ctnvan 

city,  a  main  pillar  in  the  oominorcial  interest  of  every  denomination.     My  favourite  aialii> 

of  Grreat  Britain,  must  totter  on  its  base  by  the  tion  is  to  have  those  services  adcnowkdged. 

slightest  mistake  with  regard  to  otu*  American  I  now  appear  before  you  to  make  trial,  «di*» 

measures.  ther  my  earnest  endeavours  have  been  so  vHboly 

Thus  much,  however,  I  think  it  not  amiss  to  oppressed  by  the  weakness  of  my  abiKlies,  m 

lay  before  you ;  That  I  am  not,  I  hope,  apt  to  to  be  rendered  insignificant  in  the  eyes  of « 

take  up  or  lay  dows  my  opinions  lightly.    I  great  trading  city ;  or  whether  you»  chose  to 

have  held,  and  ever  shall  nmintain,  to  the  best  give  a  wei^t  to  humble  abilities,  ibr  the  sriM 

ofmy  power,  uninq>aired  and  undiminished,  the  of  the  honest  exertions  with  which  %ej  are  «i> 

just,  wise,  and  necessary  constitutional  superi-  companied.    This  is  m3!^al  to-day.    My  in* 

oritv  of  Ghreat  Britain.     This  is  necessary  for  durtiy  imot  on  trii  I.    Of  my  indostry  I  urn 
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yisivBSinjcoDsdtutioDofiniiidaiidbody  Nopreriouscanyanwasiiuuleforme.    Iwu 

jftmittwd  put  in  nominatioii  after  the  poll  was  op^ied. 

Wben  I  was  invited  by  many  respectable  I  did  not  appear  joql|tH  was  far  advanced.    If^ 

OMreiiaDts,  freeholders,  and  freemen  of  this  under  all  thsM  MMmilated  disadvantages, 

cky,  to  offer  them  my  services,  I  hac!  just  re-  your  good  opinioBadlctmed  me  to  this  happy 

eenred  the  honour  of  an  election  at  another  point  of  success;  you  will  pardon  me,  if  I  can 

phine,  at  a  very  great  distance  from  this.    I  only  say  to  you  collectively,  as  I  said  to  you 

iHHBediately  opened  the  matter  to  those  of  my  individually,  simply  and  plainly,  I  thank  yoi>^ 

martfay  constituents  who  were  with  me,  and  I  am  obliged  to  you— I  am  not  insensible  of 

maninxnialy  advised  me  not  to  decline  it.  your  kindness. 

tokl  me,  that  they  had  elected  me  with  This  is  all  that  I  am  able  to  say  for  the  inee- 

,  view  to  the  public  service;  and  as  great  ques-  timable  favour  you  have  conferred  upon  me, 

relative  to  our  commerce  and  colonies  But  I  cannot  be  satisfied,  without  saying  a  life- 

immiaent,  that  in  such  matters  I  might  tie  more  in  defence  of  the  right  you  have  to 

authority  and  support  from  the  represen-  confer  such  a  favour.     The  person  that  ap* 

of  this  great  commercial  city ;  they  de-  pcarcd  here  as  counsel  for  the  candidate,  who 

me  thereibre  to  set  off  without  delay,  very  so  long  and  so  earnestly  solicited  your  votes, 

'^KeU  persuaded  that  I  never  could  forget  my  thinks  proper  to  deny,  that  a  very  great  part  of 

^abigalions  to  them,  or  to  my  friends,  for  the  you  have  any  votes  to  give.     Ho  fixes  a  stan* 

mdban  they  had  made  of  me.    From  that  time  dard  period  of  time  in  his  own  imaginati<Ni, 

9;o  thb  instant  I  have  not  slept;  and  if  I  should  not  what  the  law  defines,  but  merely  what  the 

\un  the  hcHMNir  of  being  freely  chosen  by  you,  convenience  of  his  client  suggests,  by  which  he 

1  hope  1  shall  be  as  far  from  slumbering  or  would  cut  ofif,  at  one  stroke,  all  those  freedoms, 

^4wping  when  your  service  requires  me  to  be  which  are  the  dearest  privileges  of  your  corpo- 

mntke,  as  I  have  been  in  coming  to  offer  my-  ration;   which  the  common  law  authorizes; 

self  a  candidate  for  your  favour.  which  your  magistrates  are  compelled  to  grant ; 

which  come  duly  authenticated  into  this  court ; 

-— —  and  are  saved  in  the  clearest  words,  and  with 

the  most  religious  care  and  tenderness,  in  that 

MR.    BURKE'S    SPEECH    TO    THE  very  act  of  parliament,  which  was  made  to  re- 

ELECTORS  OF  BRISTOL,  ON  HIS  gulate  the  elections  by  freemen,  and  to  prevent 

BEING  DECLARED  BY  THE  SHE-  all  possible  abuses  in  making  them. 

RIFFS,  DULY  ELECTED  ONE  OF  I  do  not  intend  to  argue  the  matter  here. 

THE     REPRESENTATIVES      IN  My  learned  counsel  has  supported  your  cause 

PARLIAMENT  .FOR   THAT  CITY,  with  his  usual  ability ;  the  worthy  sherifis  have 

ON   THURSDAY  THE  THIRD  OF  acted  with  their  usual  equity,  and  1  have  no 

NOVEMBER,  1774.  doubt,  that  the  same  equity,  which  dictates 

the  return,  wiU  guide  the  final  determination. 


I  had  the  honour,  in  conjunction  with  many  far 

I  CAHiroT  avoid  lympathizing  strongly  widi  wiser  men,  to  contribute  a  very  small  assis- 

te  feelings  of  the  gendeman  who  has  received  tance,  but  however  some  assistance,  to  the 

dw  same  honour  that  you  have  conferred  on  forming  the  judicature  which  is  to  try  such 

■a.    Ifbe,wbo  was  bred  and  passed  his  whole  questions.    It  would  be  unnatural  in  roe,  to 

among  you ;  if  he,  who  through  the  eas^  doubt  the  justice  of  that  court,  in  the  trial  of 

tUNM  of  acquaintance,  friendship,  and  es-  my  own  cause,  to  which  I  have  been  so  active 

has  obtained  the  honour,  which  seems  of  to  give  jurisdiction  over  every  other. 

itteU^  naturally  and  almost  insensibly,  to  meet  I  assure  the  worthy  freemen,  and  this  corpc^ 

wUk  those,  wtm,  by  the  even  tenour  of  pleasing  ration,  that,  if  the  gentleman  perseveres  in  tho 

auMra  and  sociid  virtues,  slide  into  the  love  intentions,  which  his  present  warmth  dictates 

and  ooofidence  of  their  fellow-citizens ; — if  he  to  him,  I  wiU  attend  their  cause  with  diligence, 

fUBotspeafc  but  with  great  emoiitm  on  this  sub*  and  I  hope  with  efiect.    For,  if  I  know  any 

JMt,  amrouDded  as  he  is  on  all  sides  with  his  thing  of  mysetf,  it  is  not  my  own  interest  in  it, 

dd  frieads ;  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  ex-  but  my  fuQ  convictioa,  that  induces  me  to  tell 

cmb  ■•,  if  Boy  real,  unaffected  embarrassment  you — I  think  than  unUa  thadova  of  doMb<  w 

pravants  me  from  expressing  my  gratitude  to  the  case. 

jonas  I  ought.  I  do  not  imagine  that  you  find  me  rash  in 

I  was  brou^  hither  under  the  disadvantage  declaring  oiyself,  or  rery  forward  in  troubling 

flfbeing  unknown,  even  by  sight,  to  any  of  you.  you.    From  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  t)» 
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electuia,  I  have  kept  silence  in  all  mattera  of  noor  of  joar  sapport  ? — ^Well  !- 

discussion.    I  hare  nerer  a^ed  a  qaestion  of  shall  see  you  at  the  council^house.*'— If  I  were 

a  voter  on  the  other  side,  or  nipported  a  doubt-  then  to  deliver  them  to  my  managers,  pack  tham 

(111  vote  on  my  own.    I  reipected  the  abilities  into  tallies,  vote  them  off  ia  court,  and  when  I 

of  my  managers ;  I  relied  on  the  candour  of  beard  from  the  bar — "  Such  a  one  only!  and 

the  court.    I  think  the  worthy  sheriffs  will  bear  such  a  one  for  ever ! — he  's  my  man  !" — 

ms  witness,  that  I  have  never  once  made  an  "  Thank  you,  good  Sir — ^Hah !   my  worthy 

attempt  to  impose  upon  their  reason,  to  rarprise  friend!  thank  you  kindly — that  's  an  honest 

their  justice,  or  to  ruffle  their  temper.    I  stood  fellow — how  is  your  good  family^ '^Whilst 

on  the  hustings  (except  when  I  gave  my  thanks  these  words  were  hardly  out  of  my  mouth,  if  I 

to  those  who  favoured  me  with  their  votes)  less  should  have  wheeled  round  at  once,  and  told 

IBce  a  candidate,  than  an  unconcerned  spec-  them — "  Gret  you  gone,  you  pack  of  worthlen 

tator  of  a  public  proceeding.   But  here  the  &ce  fellows !  you  have  no  votes — ^you  are  usurpen  ! 

of  things  is  altered.    Here  is  an  attempt  for  a  you  are  intruders  on  the  rights  of  real  freeoMa ! 

general  nuusacre  of  suffrages ;  an  attempt,  by  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  you !  you  ought 

a  promiscuous  carnage  offiianU  and  foet,  to  never  to  have  been  produced  at  this  election, 
exterminate  above  two  thousand  votes,  irfclu- ,  and  the  sheiiffb  ought  not  to  have  admitted  yoo 

ding  seven  kwndrtd  polled  for  the  gentleman  to  poll.'' 

hhudf,  who  novo  compUnna^  and  who  wouki.  Gentlemen,  I  should  make  a  strange  figuroy 

destroy  the  friends  whom  he  has  obtained,  only  if  my  conduct  had  been  of  this  sort.    I  am  not 

because  he  cannot  obtain  as  many  of  them  as  so  old  an  acquaintance  of  yours  as  the  wordiy 

he  wishes.  gentleman.    Indeed  I  could  not  have  ventured 

How  he  will  be  permitted,  in  another  place,  on  such  kind  of  freedoms  with  you.  But  I  am 
to  stultify  and  disable  himself,  and  to  plead  bound,  and  I  will  endeavour,  to  have  juatioe 
against  his  own  acts,  is  another  questi  jn.  The  done  to  the  rights  of  freemen ;  even  though  I 
law  will  decide  it.  I  shall  only  speak  of  it  as  should,  at  the  same  time,  be  obliged  to  vin- 
it  concerns  the  pr(^riety  of  public  conduct  in  dicate  the  former'''  part  of  my  antagonist's 
^is  city.  I  do  not  pretend  to  lay  down  rules  conduct  against  his  own  present  inclinations. 
>f  decorum  for  other  gentlemen.  They  are  best  I  owe  myself,  in  all  things,  to  oiZ  the  fireemea 
judges  of  the  mode  of  proceeding  that  will  re-  of  this  city.  My  particular  friends  haive  a  de- 
commend  them  to  the  favour  of  their  fellow-  mand  on  me,  that  I  shouU  not  deceive  their 
citizens.  But  I  confess,  I  shouki  k)ok  rather  expectations.  Never  was  cause  or  man  sup- 
awkward,  if  I  had  been  the  vfl3f./!rs<<o  produce  ported  with  more  constancy,  more  activity, 
thi  new  copies  ofjreedomj  if  I  had  persisted  in  more  spirit  I  have  been  supported  with  & 
producing  them  to  the  last;  if  I  had  ransacked,  zeal  indeed  and  heartiness  in  my  fricndi^ 
with  the  most  unremitting  industry,  and  the  which  (if  their  object  had  been  at  all  pro- 
most  penetrating  research,  the  remotest  001^  portioned  to  their  endeavours)  couU  n^ver  be 
ners  of  the  kingdom  to  discover  them ;  if  I  sufficiently  commended.  They  supported  me 
were  then,  all  at  once,  to  turn  short,  anid  de-  upon  the  most  liberal  principles.  They  wished 
dare,  that  I  had  been  sporting  all  this  while  that  the  members  for  Brisu^  shouki  be  choseo 
with  the  right  of  election ;  and  that  I  had  been  for  the  city,  and  for  their  country  at  large, 
drawing  out  a  poll,  upon  no  sort  of  rational  not  for  themselves, 
grounds,  which  disturbed  the  peace  of  my  fel-  So  far  they  are  not  disappointed.  If  I 
km-citizcns  for  a  month  together — ^I  really,  for  ien  nothing  else,  I  am.  sure  I  possess  the  tMa< 
my  part,  should  appear  awkward  under  such  per  that  is  fit  for  your  service.  I  know  nothing 
circumstances.  of  Bristol,  but  by  the  favours  I  have  receiwdt 

It  would  be  still  more  awkward  in  me,  if  I  and  the  virtues  I  have  seen  exerted  in  it. 

vere  gravely  to  look  the  sheriffii  in  the  face,  I  shall  ever  retain,  what  I  now  feel,  the  most 

and  to  tell  them,  they  were  not  to  determine  perfect  and  grateful  attachment  to  my  fiiend^— 

my  cause  on  my  own  principles ;  nor  to  make  and  I  have  no  enmities ;  no  resentment.    I 

the  return  upon  those  votes,  upon  which  I  had  never  can  consider  fidelity  to  eagagemsnis, 

rested  my  election.    Such  would  be  my  ap-  and  constancy  in  firiendships,  but  with  the 

pearance  to  the  court  and  magistrates.  highest  apprt>bation ;  even  when  those  BoUs 

But  how  shouki  I  appear  to  the  voten  them-  qualities  are  employed  against  my  own 

selves  ?    If  I  had  gone  round  to  the  citizens 

eiiiitlod  to  freedom,  and  squeezed  them  by  the  -.  w   »_.  i.j  ,            j  ui      it  1. 

l^_j_i4  q:,  t  i„,«,ki»  iw/-  »«..-  -«*- ¥ -k-n  *  Mr.  Brickdale  opened  his  noli,  h  s( 

haadr-f'  Su-,  I  humbly  beg  your  vote— I  shaU  ^  uj,y  ^f  those  very^nd  of  fbeien,  andVolal 

be  eternally  thanknil— may  I  hope  ror  the  ho-  many  hundreds  of  them. 
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The  gentleman,  who  b  not  fortu-  the  conclusion  are  perhaps  three  hundred  milei 

nata  m  I  have  been  in  this  contest,  enjoys,  in  distant  fixmi  those  who  hear  the  arguments? 
this  req>ect,  a  consolation  full  of  honour  both        To  deliver  an  opinion,  is  the  right  of  au 

to  himself  and  to  his  friends.    They  hare  cer>  men ;  that  of  consents  is  a  weighty  and 

taiaij  left  nothing  undone  for  his  service.  respectaUe  opinioo,  whicb  a  representative 

Am  for  the  trifling  petulance,  which  the  rage  ought  always  to  rejoice  to  hear ;  and  whidi 

of  party  stirs  up  in  bttle  minds,  though  it  should  he  ought  always  roost  seriously  to  consider. 

■hew  itsdf  even  in  this  court,  it  has  not  made  But  authoritative  instructions ;  mandaU»  issued, 

dM  slightest  impression  on  me.    The  highest  which  the  member  is  bound  blindly  and  impli> 

fight  of aoch  damorous  birds  is  winged  in  an  in*  citly  to  obey,  to  vote  and  to  argue  for,  though 

foriour  region  of  the  air.  We  hear  them,  and  we  contrary  to  the  clearest  conviction  of  his  judg> 

look  upon  them,  just  as  you,  gentlemen,  when  ment  and  conscience ;  these  aire  things  utteriy 

TPii  MQoy  the  serene  air  on  your  lofty  rocks^  unknown  to  the  laws  of  this  land,  and  which 

look  dawn  upon  the  gulls,  that  skim  the  mud  of  arise  from  a  fundamental  mistake  of  the  whole 

joor  river,  when  it  is  exhausted  of  its  tide.  order  and  tenour  of  our  constitution. 

I  mm  sorry  I  caimot  conclude,  without  saying        Pariiament  is  not  a  oongrea*  of  ambassa- 
a  word  on  a  topic  touched  upon  by  my  worthy  dors  from  different  and  hostile  interests ;  which 
oofleagoe.    I  wish  that  topic  had  been  passed  interests  each  must  maintain,  as  an  agent  and 
bj  ;  at  a  time  when  I  have  so  little  leisure  to  advocate,  against  other  agents  and  advocates,; 
dcacuss  it.    But  since  he  has  thought  proper  but  parliament  is  a  ddiberative  assembly  of 
lo  throw  it  out,  I  owe  you  a  clear  explanation  one  naticm,  with  one  interest,  that  of  the  whole ; 
of  my  poor  sentiments  on  that  subject.  where,  not  local  purposes,  not  local  prejudices 
£La  teUs  you,  that  **  the  topic  (^  instructioos  ought  to  guide,  but  Uie  general  good,  renting 
has  occasioned  much  altercation  and  unea-  from  the  general  reason  of  the  whole.    You 
siaesi  in  this  city  ;*'  and  he  expresses  himself  chuse  a  member  indeed  ;  but  when  you  have 
(if  I  undeistand  him  rightly)  in  favour  of  the  chosen  him,  he  is  not  a  member  of  Bristol, 
coerchre  authority  of  such  instructions.  but  he  is  a  member  of  pccrUament.     If  the 
Csrtainly,  gentlemen,  it  ought  to  be  the  hai>>  local  constituent  should  have  an  interest,  or 
pkseaa  and  glory  of  a  representative,  to  live  in  should  form  an  hasty  opinion,  evidently  oppo* 
strictest  tmion,  the  closest  correspondence,  site  to  the  reail  good  of  the  rest  of  the  con»- 
tba  most  unreserved  communication  with  rounity,  the  member  for  that  place  ought  to  be 
constituents.    Their  wishes  ought  to  have  as  far,  as  any  other,  frcun   any  endeavour  to 
weight  with  lum ;  their  opinion  high  re-  give  it  effect.     I  beg  pardon  for  saying  eo 
;  their  business  unremitted  attention.    It  much  on  this  subject     I  have  been  unwil- 
bis  duty  to  sacrifice  his  repose,  his  plea-  lingly  drawn  into  it ;  but  I  shall  ever  use  a 
his  satisfactions,  to  theirs ;  and,  above  respectful  frankness  of  communication  with 
«v«r,  and  in  all  cases,  to  prefer  their  in-  you.    Your  faithful  friend,  your  devoted  ser* 
to  his  own.    But,  his  unbiassed  opinion,  vant,  I  shall  be  to  tho  end  of  my  lift) :  a  flat- 
judgment,  his  enlightened  con-  terer  you  do  not  wish  for.    On  this  point  of 
,  he  ought  not  to  sacrifice  to  you ;  to  instructions,  however,  I  think  it  scarcely  pos- 
,  or  to  any  set  of  men  living.    These  sible,  we  ever  can  have  any  sort  of  difference. 
not  derive  from  your  pleasure ;  no,  nor  Perhaps  I  may  give  you  too  much,  rather  than 
the  law  and  tho  constitution.    They  are  too  little  trouble. 

fraoiPlrovidence,for  the  abuse  of  which        From  the  first  hour  I  was  encouraged  to 

deoi^y  answerable.   Your  representative  court  your  favour  to  this  happy  day  of  obtain- 

you,  not  his  mdustry  only,  but  his  jud^  ing  it,  I  have  never  promised  you  any  thing, 

;  and  he  betrays,  instead  of  serving  you,  but  humble  and  persevering  endeavours  to  do 

if  ho  sacrifices  it  to  your  opinion.  my  duty.    The  weight  of  that  duty,  I  confessi 

My  worthy  colleague  says,  his  will  ought  to  nukes  me  tremble ;  and  whoever  well  consi- 

mm  subservient  to  yours.  If  that  be  all,  the  thing  ders  what  it  is,  of  all  things  in  the  world,  will 

is  imioeeot.    If  government  were  a  matter  of  fly  fiom  what  has  the  least  likeness  to  a  posi» 

wiH  upon  any  side,  yours,  without  question,  tive  and  precipitate  engagement.    To  bo  a 

OB^it  to  bo  superiour.    But  government  ^1  good  member  of  parliament,  is,  let  roe  tell  you, 

IsgMlation  are  matters  of  reason  and  judgment,  no  easy  task;  especially  at  this  time,  when 

aad  not  of  inclination ;  and,  what  sort  of  reason  there  is  so  strong  a  disposition  to  run  into  tho 

is  that,  in  which  the  determination  precedes  the  perilous  extremes  of  servile  compliance  or 

disoBMian;  in  which  one  set  of  men  deliberate,  wild   popularity.     To  unite  circumspectioa 

■■i  another  docide;  and  where  those  who  fbnn  with  vigour,  is  absolutely  necessary ;  but  it  i 
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extremely  difficult.    We  are  now  members  reign,  which  form  the  keystone  diat  bindt 

for  a  rich  commercial  diy ;  this  city,  however,  together  the  noble  and  wellHXMistnicted  aroll 

ia  but  a  part  of  a  rich  commercial  natUnif  the  of  our  empire  and  our  constitution.    A  con* 

interests  of  which  are  ?ariou8,  multiform,  and  Kitution  made  up  of  balanced  powen  OMiaC 

intricate.    We  are  members  for  that  great  ever  be  a  critical  thing.    As  such  I  mean  Ir 

nation,  which,  however,  is  itself  but  part  <^  toudi  that  part  of  it  which  comes  widna  waj 

a  great  empov,  extended  by  our  virtue  and  our  reach.    I  Imow  my  inability,  and  I  wish  lot 

fortune,  to  the  farthest  limits  of  the  east  and  support  from  every  quarter.    In  partieulary  I 

of  the  west.    AU  these  wide-spread  interests  shall  aim  at  the  friendshipi  and  shall  cuUivat* 

must  be  considered ;  must  be  compared ;  must  the  best  correspondence,  of  the  worthy  ool* 

be  reconciled  if  possible.    We  are  members  league  you  have  given  me. 

for  a  free  country ;  and  surely  we  all  know,  I  trouble  you  no  farther  than  once  more  to 

that  the  machine  of  a  free  cmistitution  is  no  thank  you  all;  you,  gentlemen,foryourfiin>an; 

simple  thing ;  but  as  intricate  and  as  delicate  the  candidates,  for  their  temperate  and  potits 

as  it  is  valuable.    We  are  members  in  a  great  behaviour ;   and  the  sberiffii,  for  a  oooduct 

and  ancient  monarch^/ ;  and  we  must  preserve  which  may  give  a  model  for  all  win  are  in 

religiously,  the  true  legal  rights  of  the  sove*  public  stations. 


MR.  BURKE'S  SPEECH 

ON  MOVING  HIS  RESOLUTIONS  FOR  CONCILIATION 
WITH  THE  COLONIES,  MARCH  22,  1776. 

I  HOPE,  Sir,  that  notwithstanding  the  aus-  Bill,  wiiich  seemed  to  have  taken  its  fli^  for 

terity  of  the  chair,  your  good-nature  will  in-  ever,  we  are  at  this  very  instant  neariy  •• 

dine  you  to  some  degree  of  indulgence  towards  free  to  choose  a  plan  for  our  American  gor 

human  frailty.    You  will  not  think  it  uraia-  ment,  as  we  were  on  the  first  day  of  the 

tural,  that  those  who  have  an  object  depending,  sion.    If,  Sir,  we  incline  to  the  side  of 

which  strongly  engages  their  hopes  and  fears,  ciliation,  we  are  not  at  all  embanraaaed  (i 

should  be  somewhat  inclined  to  superstition,  leas  we  please  to  make  ourselves  so)  bj  asv 

As  I  came  into  the  house  full  of  anxiety  about  incoogruous  mixture  of  coerdon  and  rettraint. 

the  event  of  my  motion,  I  found  to  my  infinite  We  are  therefere  called  upon,  is  it  wer«  bjr 

surprise,  that  the  grand  penal  Bill,  by  which  a  auperiour  warning  voice,  again  to  attend  to 

we  had  passed  sentence  on  the  trade  and  8U»-  Amwica;  to  attendtothewhcMeof  ittegedier, 

tenanceof  America,  is  to  be  returned  to  us  from  and  to  review  the  subject  with  an  vmmmi 

the  other  house.'*'  I  do  confess,  I  couki  not  help  degree  of  care  and  calmness, 

looking  on  thb  event  as  a  fortunate  omen.    I  Surely  it  is  an  awful  subject ,  or  ther*  ia 

look  upon  it  as  a  sort  of  providential  favour;  none  so  on  this  side  of  the  grave.     Whan  I 

by  which  we  are  put  once  more  in  possession  first  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  this,  bonaa^ 

c^  our  deliberative  capacity,  upon  a  business  the  affairs  of  that  continent  pressed  dMai* 

so  very  questionable  in  its  nature,  so  very  selves  upon  us,  as  the  most  important  and 

uncertain  in  its  issue.    By  the  return  of  this  most  delicate  c^ject  of  pariiamentaiy  itlaB* 

tion.    My  little  share  in  this  great  delibara- 

*The  Act  to  restrain  the  trade  and  commerce  tion  oppressed  me.    I  found  myself  a  pai^ 

ot   the   provinces  of  Massachuseitd^Bay   and  t-u..  :„  -  »„_-  u:_i,  |_„^ .  -_j  u.^__  -^CL 

New  Hampshire,  and  colonies  of  ConnecUcut  5t       */®n^,*»»«h  ™*;  and  having  noaort 

and  Rhode  Island,  and  Providence  Plantation,  oWoason  to  rely  on  the  strength  of  my  oatn- 

In  North  America,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  ral  abilities  fr  r  the  proper  execntion  of  that 


and  the  British  Islands  in  the  West  Indies ;  and  trust,  I  was  obliged  to  take  mor«  than 

torrohlbitsuchnrovlncea andcolonjesfromcsj.  ^^  p^j^  ^^  i,„j,^  ^  .  ^^^ 

rying  on  any  fishery  on  the  banks  of  New  found-  _»- c^i  \     *  i    /"*•"•  ""^  *"™a 

land,  and  other  places  therein  menUoned,  under  ™<*  '*»*«»  ^  <^  ootomes.    I  was  not  kaa 

eeirtain  conditions  and  UmltaUons.  under  the  necessity  of  forming  fome  finA 
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IdeM,  eoneerniog  the  general  policy  of  the  taken  as  an    occasioo  of  charging  us   with 

British  empire,  ^xnething  of  this  sort  seemed  a  predetermined  discontent,   whi(£   nothing 

to  be  indispensable;  in  wder,  amid  so  vast  a  could  satisfy ;  whilst  we  accused  erery  niea> 

floetoation  of  passions  and  opinions,  to  conceD-  fure  of  vigour  as  cruel,  and  every  proposal 

ter  my  thoughts  ;  to  ballast  my  conduct ;  to  ^  lenity  as  weak  and  irresolute.    The  public, 

preserve  me  from  being  blown  about  by  every  he  said,  would  not  have  patience  to  see  us  play 

wind  of  (k^onaUe  doctrine.    I  really  did  not  the  game  out  with  our  adversaries :  we  must 

tfunk  it  safe,  or  manly,  to  have  fresh  princi-  produce  our  hand.    It  would   be   expected, 

pies  to  sedc  upon  every  fresh  mail  which  ^^   tho&o  who  for  many  years  had   been 

tboold  arrive  from  America.  active  in  such  affairs  should  shew,  that  they 

At  that  period,  I  had  the  fortune  to  find  my-  had  formed  some  clear  and  decided  idea  of 

•elf  in  perfect  concurrence  with  a  large  majo-  ^e    principles  of  colony   government ;    and 

fity  in  this  house.    Bowing  under  that  high  ^^re  capable  of  drawing  out  something  like 

tuthority,  and  penetrated  with  the  sharpness  &  platform  of  the  ground,  which  might  be  laid 

and  strength  of  that  early  impression,  I  have  for  future  and  permanent  tranquillity, 

eontinued  ever  since,  without  the  least  devia-  I  f<^lt  the  truth  of  what  my  hon.  friend  re- 

tion  in  my  original  sentiments.    Whether  this  presented ;  hut  I  felt  my  situation  too.    His 

be    owing  to  an   obstinate  perseverance   in  applicaticm  might  have  been  made  with  a  far 

errour,  or  to  a  religious  adherence  to  what  greater  propriety  to  many  other  gentlemen, 

appears  to  me  truth  and  reason,  it  is  in  your  No  man  was  indeed  ever  better  disposed,  or 

equity  to  judge.  worse  qualified,  for  such  an  undertaking  than 

Sir,  Parliament  having  an  enlarged  view  of  nayself .    Though  I  gave  so  far  in  to  his  opinion, 

objects,  made,  during  this  interval,  more  fre-  that  I  immediately  threw  my  thoughts  into  a 

qaent  changes  in  their  sentiments  and  their  *w*  ^^  parliamentary  form,  I  was  by  no  means 

conduct,  than  could  be  justified  in  a  particular  equally  ready  to  produce  them.    It  generally 

person  upon  the  contracted  scale  of  private  argues  some  degree  of  natural  impotence  of 

information.    But  though  I  do  not  hazard  any  niind,   or  some   want  of  knowledge    of  the 

thing  approaching  to  a  censure  on  the  motives  world,  to  hazard  plans  of  government,  except 

of  former  parliaments  to  all  those  alterations,  from  a  scat  of  authority.    Propositions   are 

one  fact  is  undoubted ;  that  under  them  the  made,  not  only  inefiectually,  but  somewhat 

state  of  America  has  been  kept  in  continual  disreputably,  when  the  minds  of  men  are  not 

agitation.    Every  thing  administered  as  re-  properly  disposed  for  their  reception ;  and  for 

Biedy  to  the  public  complaint,  if  it  did  not  ^y  V^^*  ^  ^^  °o(  ambitious  of  ridicule ;  not 

produce,  was  at  least  followed  by,  an  heigh-  absolutely  a  candidate  for  disgrace, 

tening  of  the  distemper ;  until,  by  a  variety  Besides,  Sir,  to  speak  the  plain  truth,  I 

of  experiments,  that  important  country  has  ^^®  }^  general  no  very  exalted  opinion  of 

been  brought  into  her  present  situation  ; — a  ^^  virtue  of  paper  government ;   nor  <^  any 

situation  which  I  will  not  miscall,  which  I  politics,   in  which  the  plan  is  to  bo  wholly 

dare  not  name ;  which  I  scarcely  know  how  separated  from  the*  execution.    But  when  I 

to  comprehend  in  the  terms  of  any  descripticm.  ■*"'»  ^^  anger  and  violence  prevailed  every 

In  this  posture.  Sir,  things  stood  at  the  ^y  ii^ore  and  more;  and  that  things  were 

beginning  of  the  session.    About  that  time,  hastening  towards  an  incurable  alienation  of 

a  worthy  member*  of  great   parliamentary  our  colonies ;  I  confess  my  caution  gave  way. 

experience,  who,  m  the  year  1766,  filled  tho  ^  ff^^  ^^  ^  one  of  those  few  moments  in 

cbair  of  the  American  committee  with  much  which   decorum  yields   to  an   higher   duty, 

ability,  took  me  aside;  and,  lamenting  the  Public  calamity  is  a  mighty  leveller;  and  there 

present  aspect  of  our  politics,  told  me,  things  ^^  occasions  when  any,  even  the  slightest, 

were  come  to  such  a  pass,  that  our  former  chance  of  doing   good,  must  be  laid  hoki  oo, 

methods  of  proceeding  in  the  house  would  be  oven  by  the  most  inconsiderable  person. 

no  longer  tolerated.    That  the  public  tribunal  To  restore  order  and  repose  to  an  empire  so 

(never  too  indulgent  to  a  long  and  unsuccess-  P*^^^  ^'^^  bo  distracted  as  ours,  is,  merely  in 

fid  opposition)  would  now  scrutinize  our  con-  ^0  attempt,  an  undertaking  that  would  enno- 

doct  with  tmusual  severity.    That  the  very  We  the  flights  of  the  highest    genius,   and 

▼idssitudes  and  shiflings  of  ministerial  mea-  obtair   pardon  for  the  efforts  of  the  meanest 

sores,  instead  of  convicting  their  authors  of  undentanding.    Struggling  a  good  while  witli 

incomtancy   and  want  of  system,  would  be  ^^  thoughts)  by  degrees  I  folt  myself  more 

firm.    I  derived,  at  length,  some  confidence 

*Mr  Rose  Fuller.  from   what  in    other  circimistaneos  usuaAf 
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produces  timidity.    I  grew  less  anxioas,  eren  pfOfMse  to  fill  your  lobby  withsquabbUngooloiijr 

Grom  the  idea  ofmycwn  insignifi^anoe.    For,  agents,  idso  will  require  the  interposition  oC 

judging  of  what  you  are,  by  what  you  ought  your  mace,  at  every  instant,  to  keep  the  peace 

to  Im,  I  persuaded  m}'self,  that  you  would  not  among  them.  It  does  not  mstitute  a  roagn^feeot 

reject  a  reasonable  proposition,  because  it  had  auction  of  finance,  where  captivated  provinces 

nothing  but  its  reason  to  recommend  it.    On  oome  to  general  ransom  by  bidding  against 

the  other  hand,  being  totally  destitute  of  all  each  other,  until  you  knock  down  the  hamnwr, 

shadow  of  influence,  natural  or  adventitious,  and  determine  a  pn^rtion  of  payments^  beyond 

I  was  very  sure,  that,  if  my  proposition  were  all  the  powers  of  algebra  to  equalise  and  settle. 

&tile  or  dangerous  ;  if  it  were  weakly  con-  The  plan,  which  I  shall  presume  to  suggest, 

ceived,  or  improperly  timed,  there  was  no-  derives,  however,  one  groat  advantage  Srom 

thing  exteriour  to  it,  oif  power  to  awe,  dazzle,  or  the  pn^Knitian  and  registry  of  tiiat  noble  kivd's 

delude  you.    Tou  will  see  it  just  as  it  b  ;  and  project.  The  idea  of  conciliation  is  admissihie. 

you  will  treat  it  just  as  it  deserves.  First,  the  house  w  accepting  the  reaohitioa 

The  proposition  is  peace.  Not  peace  movedby  the  ooUe  lord,  has  admitted,  noiwitb* 
through  the  medium  of  war;  not  peace  to  be  standingthemenacingfrontof  our  address,  not- 
hunted  through  the  labyrinth  of  intricate  and  withstanding  our  heavy  bill  of  pains  and  pe> 
endless  negotiations ;  not  peace  to  arise  out  nalties — that  we  do  not  think  ourselves  predo- 
of  universal  discord,  fomented  from  principle,  ded  from  all  ideas  of  free  grace  and  boimly. 
in  all  parts  of  tho  empire ;  not  peace  to  depend  The  house  has  gone  farther;  it  has  declaied 
on  the  juridical  determination  of  perplexing  conciliation  admissible,  previmu  to  any  sub- 
questions  ;  or  the  precise  marking  the  shadowy  mission  on  the  part  of  America.  It  has  eren 
boundaries  of  a  complex  government.  It  is  shot  a  good  deal  beyond  that  mark,  and  has 
simple  peace ;  sought  in  its  natural  course,  admitted,  that  the  complaints  of  oar  finmer 
and  in  its  oidinary  haunts. — It  is  peace  sought  mode  <^  exerting  the  right  of  taxation  were 
in  the  spirit  of  peace ;  and  laid  in  principles  not  wholly  unfounded.  That  right  thus  exert- 
purely  pacific.  I  propose,  by  removing  the  ed  is  allowed  to  have  had  something  repre- 
ground  of  tho  diflercnce,  and  by  restoring  the  hensiblc  in  it ;  something  unwise,  or  something 
former  unsuspecting  eor^fidtnce  <ifthe  colonies  grievous  ;  since,  in  the  midst  of  our  heat  and 
in  the  mother  country,  to  give  permanent  satis-  resentment,  we,  of  ourselves,  have  proposed 
faction  to  your  people  ;  and  (far  fi^m  a  scheme  a  capital  alteration ;  and,  in  ordo*  to  get  rid 
of  ruling  by  discord)  to  reconcile  them  to  each  of  what  seemed  so  very  exceptionable,  have  in- 
other  in  tho  same  act,  and  by  the  bond  (^  the  stituted  a  mode  that  is  altogether  now ;  one  thai 
very  same  interest,  which  reconciles  them  to  is,  indeed,  wholly  alien  fi-om  all  the  ancient 
British  government.  methods  and  forms  of  parliament. 

My  idea  is  nothing  more.  Refined  policy  The  principle  of  this  proceeding  is  larf^ 
over  has  been  tlie  parent  of  confusion ;  and  enough  for  my  purpose.  The  means  proposed 
over  will  be  so,  as  long  as  the  work!  endures,  by  the  noble  lord  for  carrying  his  ideas  into 
Plain  good  intention,  which  is  as  easily  dis-  execution,  I  thiiik  indeed,  are  veiy  indil^ 
covered  at  the  first  view,  as  fraud  is  surely  rently  suited  to  tlie  end ;  and  this  I  shall 
detected  at  last,  is,  let  me  say,  of  no  mean  endeavour  to  shew  you  before  I  sit  down, 
forco  in  the  government  of  mankind.  Ge- 
nuine simplicity  of  heart  is  an  healing  and  ce-  portion  to  be  raised  under  the  authority  of  the 
menting  principle.  My  plan,  therefore,  being  general  court,  or  general  assembly,  of  such 
formed  upon  the  most  simple  grounds  imagi-  pro^nce  or  colony,  and  disposable  by  parila> 

n.ble,  may  di«ppoint  «>n.e  people,  wh«.  U.ey  S^l,' -„t;S?."„??if.»??;S  f^^^^S^^^S^'Si 

hear  it.    It  has  nolhmg  to  recommend  it  to  admlnlsiraiion  of  jusiice,  in  such  province  or 

the  pruriency  of  curious  ears.     There  is  no-  colony,   it  will  be  proper,  if  sueA  proposal 

thing  at  all  new  and  captivating  in  it.    It  has  '^^^  *«   approved  by  hts  majesty,  and  the 

nothing  of  the  splendour  of  U.c  projec.  which  rh^Z'^.^^  Zu  "STmU"  V^Mtogl^  t 

has  been  lately  laid  upon  your  table  by  the  forbear,  in  Aspect  of  such  province  or  eoU- 

noble  lord  in  the  blue  riband.*    It  does  not  tiy,  to  levy  any  duty,  tax,  or  assessment,  or  to 

Impose  any  farther  duty,  tax,  or  assessment, 

*"  That  when  the  governour"  council,  or  as.  except  such  duties  as  it  may  l>e  expedient  to 

•erably,  or  general  court,  of  any  of  his  majes>  continue  to  levy  or  impose,  for  the  regulation  of 

ty's  iMTOvinces   or  colonies  in  America,  snail  commerce;  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  last 

propose  to  make  provision,  according  to  thi  mentioned  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  such 

condition,   circumstances,  and  situation,  of  province  or  colony  respectively.'*    Resolution 

such  province  or  colony,  for  contributing  their  moved  by  Lord  North  In  the  commiuee  ;  and 

propo'-tinn  t«>  the  ctymmnn  drfencv,  fuch  vrc  agreed  toby  the  house,  2Tth  Feb.  1"^" 
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But,  for  the  proaent,  I  take  my  grocmd  oo  the  weight  and  importance.    But  whether  I  pat 

■dwiitttwi  principle.    I  mean  to  give   peace,  the  present  numbers  too  high  or  too  low,  ia  a 

PeftDt   implies    reconciliation;    and    where  matter  of  little  moment.    Such  is  the  strength 

dMrehaa  been  a  material  dispute,  reconciliation  with  which  population  shoots  in  that  part  of 

does  in  a  manner  alwa]r8  imply  concession  on  the  world,  that  state  the  numbers  as  high  as 

Ike  one  part  or  on  the  other.    In  this  state  of  we  will,  whilst  the  dispute  ocntinues,  the  exA^ 

Mafi  I  make  no  difficulty  in  affirming,  that  geration  ends.    Whilst  we  are  discussing  any 

iIm  propoaal  ought   to    originate   from   us.  given  magnitude,  they  are  grown  to  it.   Whil^ 

Gre«t  and  admowledged  force  is  not  impairedi  we  spend  our  time  in  deliberating  on  the  mode 

either  in  efiiscC  or  in  opinion,  by  an  unwilling^  of  governing  two  millions,  we  shall  find  we 

■eat  to   exert  itself.    The  superiour   power  have  millions  more  to  manage.   Your  children 

■ay  offer  peace  with  honour  and  with  safety,  do  not  grow  faster  from  infancy  to  manhood 

Such  an  offer  from  such  a  power  will  be  at-  than  they  spread  from  families  to  communities 

IrBiuted  to  magnanimity.    But  the  concessions  and  from  villages  to  nations, 

of   the  weak  are   the   concessicms  of  fear.  I  put  this  consideration  of  the  present  and 

When  such  a  one  is  disarmed,  he  is  wholly  the  growing  numbers  in  the  front  of  ourdelibe- 

■C  die  mercy  of  his  superiour ;  and  he  loees  ration ;  because.  Sir,  this  consideration  will 

tar  ever  that  time  and  those  chances,  which,  make  it  evident  to  a  blunter  discernment  than 

as  tbey  happen  to  all  men,  are  the  strength  yours,  that  no   partial,    narrow,  contracted, 

•■d  reaoivces  of  all  inferiour  power.  pinched,  occasional  system  will  be  at  all  suita- 

Tbe  capital  leading  questions  oa  which  you  ble  to  such  an  object.    It  will  shew  you,  that 

■net  this  day  decide,  are  these  two.    First,  it  is  not  to  be  considered  as  one  of  those  Tium- 

wbadier  you  ought  to  concede  ;  and  secondly,  tna  which  are  out  of  the  eye  and  consideration 

Mt  your  concession  ought  to  be.     On  the  of  the  law ;  not  a  paltry  excrescence  of  the 

It  or  these  questions  we  have  gained  (as  I  state ;  not  a  mean  dependent,  who  may  be 

taken  the  liberty  of  observing  to  you)  neglected  with  little  damage,  and  provoked 

ground.    But  I  am  sensible  that  a  good  with  little  danger.    It  will  prove,  tliat  some 

more  is  still  to  be  done.    Indeed,  Sir,  to  degree  of  care  and  caution  is  required  in  the 

us  to  determine  both  on  the  one  and  the  handling  such  an  object ;  it  will  shew  tliat  you 

of  these  groat  questions  with  a  firm  and  ought  not,  in  reason,  to  trifle  witli  so  largo  a 

judgment,  I  think  it  may  be  necessary  mass  of  lite  interests  and  feelings  of  tlie  human 

to  oooeider  distinctly  the  true  nature  and  the  race.     Y'ou  could  at  no  time  do  so  without 

^odiar  circumstances  of  the  object  which  we  guilt;  and  be  assured  you  will  not  bo  able  to 

ive  before  us.    Because  after  all  our  stnig-  do  it  long  with  impunity. 

^loy  whether  we  will  or  not,  we  must  govern  But  the  poimlation  of  this  country,  tlie  groat 

according  to  that  nature,  and  to  and  growing  population,  though  a  very  im> 

circumstances ;  and  not  according  to  our  portant  consideration,  will  lose  mucli  of  its 

imaginations;  not  according  to  abstract  weight,  if  not  combined  with  other  circum- 

of  right ;  by  no  means  according  to  mere  stances.    The  commerce  of  your  colonies  is 

~  theories  of  government,  the  resort  to  out  of  all  proportion  beyond  the  numbers  of  tho 

appears  to  me,  in  our  present  situation,  people.     This  ground  of  their  commerce  in- 

00  better  than  arrant  trifling.    I  shall  therefore  deed  has  been  trod  some  days  ago,  and  with 

r,  with  your  leave,  to  lay  before  you  great  ability,  by  a  distinguished  person,*  at 

of  the  most  material  of  these  circum-  your  bar.     ThU  gentleman,  aflcr  thirty-five 

in  as  full  and  as  clear  a  manner  as  I  years— it  is  so  long  since  he  first  appeared  at 

able  to  state  them.  tho  some  place  to  plead  for  tho  commerce  of 

The  first  thing  that  we  have  to  consider  with  Great  Britain — has  come  again  before  you  to 

regard  to  the  nature  of  the  object  is — the  num-  plead  the  same  cause,  without  any  other  efiect 

ber  of  people  in  the  colonies.    I  have  taken  for .  of  time,  than,  that  to  the  fire  of  imaginaticn 

•ome  years  a  good  deal  of  pains  on  that  point,  and  extent  of  erudition,   whicli  even    then 

I  can  by  no  calculationjustify  myself  in  placing  marked  him  as  one  of  the  first  literary  charao- 

the  onmber  below  two  millions  of  inhabitants  tens  of  his  age,  he  has  added  a  consununate 

•four  own  European  blood  and  colour;  be-  knowledge  in  the  conmicrcial  intercitt  of  his 

■ides  at  least  500,000  others,  who  form  no  coimtry,formedby  a  long  course  of  enlightened 

iDooasiderable  part  of  the  strength  and  opulence  atid  discriminating  experience. 

of  the  whole.     Thui,  Sir,  is,  I  believe,  about  Sir,  I  should  be  inexcusable  in  coming  aftei 
the  true  number.    There  is  no  occasion  to 

'ixaggerate,  where  plain  truth  is  of  so  much  *  Mr.  G!ovf> 
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fuch  a  pereoo  with  any  detail ;  if  a  great  part  From  fire  Inndred  and  odd  thoonod,  it* 

of  the  members  who  now  fill  the  hoiae  bad  not  grown  to  six  millions.    It  has  increaaed  no 

the  misfortune  to  be  absent  when  he  appeared  Icm  than  twelv»>fokL    This  is  the  state  of  die 

at  your  bar.    Besides,  Sir,  I  propose  to  take  colony  trade,  as  compared  with  itself  at  these 

the  matter  at  periods  of  time  somewhat  dif>  two  periods,  within  this  century ;— «Bd  this  is 

ferent  from  his.    There  is,  if  I  mistake  not,  a  matter  for  meditation.    But  this  is  not  alU 

point  of  view,  from  whence  if  you  will  look  at  Examine  my  second  account    See  how  ths 

this  subject,  it  is  impossible  that  it  should  not  export  trade  to  the  colonies  alone  in  1772  stood 

make  an  impression  upon  you.  in  the  other  point  of  view,  that  is,  as  compared 

I  have  in  my  hand  two  accounts ;  one  a  com-  to  the  whole  trade  of  England  in  1701 
parative  state  of  the  export  trade  of  England 

to  its  colonies,  as  it  stood  in  the  year  1704,  The  whole  export  trade  of  England, 

and  as  it  stood  in  the  year  1772.    The  other  including  that  to  the  colonies,  in 

a  state  ofthe  export  trade  of  this  country  to  its  1704    --.-----    £.6,509/X)0 

colonies  alone,  as  it  stood  in  1772,  compared  Export  to  the  colonics  alone,  in  1772  6;0t4,000 

with  the  whole  trade  of  England  to  all  pajts  of  — ^^— 

the  world  (the  colonics  included)  in  the  year  Difference    -    485,000 

1704.    They  are  from  good  vouchers ;  the  lat-  — ^— 

ter  period  from  the  accounts  on  your  table,  the  The  trade  with  America  alone  is  now  within 

earlier  from  an  original  manuscript  of  I>av»>  less  than  £.500,000  of  being  equal  to  wh»t  this 

nant,  who  first  established  the  inspector  gene-  great  o&mmercial  nation,  England,  carried  on 

ral's  office,  which  has  been  ever  since  his  at  the  beginning  of  this  century  with  the  whole 

time  so  abundant  a  source  of  parliamentary  world !    If  I  had  taken  the  largest  year  of  those 

information.  on  your  table,  it  would  rather  have  exceeded. 

The  export  trade  to  the  colonies  consists  of  But,  it  will  be  said,  is  not  this  American  trade 

three  great  branches.     The  African,  which,  an  unnatural  protuberance,  that  has  drawn  die 

terminating  almost  wholly    in  the  colonies,  juices  from  the  rest  of  the  body  ?  The  reverse, 

must  be  put  to  the  account  of  their  commerce ;  It  is  the  very  food  that  has  nourished  every 

the  West  Indian ;  and  the  North  American,  other  part  into  its  present  magnitude.    Onr 

All  these  arc  so  interwoven,  that  the  attempt  generaJ  trade  has  been  greatly  augmented ; 

to  separate  them,  would  tear  to  pieces  the  and  augmented  more  or  less  in  almost  every 

contexture  of  the  whole ;  and  if  not  entirely  part  to  which  it  ever  extended ;  but  widi  dub 

destroy,  would  very  much  depreciate  the  value  material  difference ;  that  of  the  six  millioBB 

of  all  tlic  parts.     I  therefore  consider  these  which  in  the  beginning  of  the  century  consti- 

three  denominations  to  be,  what  in  effect  they  tutod  the  whole  mass  of  our  export  oommeroe, 

are,  one  trade.  the  colony  trade  was  but  one  twelfth  part ;  it 

The  trade  to  the  colonies,  taken  on  the  is  now  (as  a  part  of  sixteen  millions)  consid^ 

export  side,  at  the  beginning  of  this  century,  rably  more  than  a  third  ofthe  whole.    This  ii 

that  is,  in  the  year  1704,  stood  thus  :^  the  relative  proportion  of  the  importance  of  ths 

colonies  at  these  two  periods :  and  aD  reason^ 

Exports  to  North  America,  and  the  ing  concerning  our  mode  of  treating  them  mnst 

West  Indies    ------   £.483,265  have  this  proportion  as  its  basis;  or  it  is  t 

To  Africa    --------      86,665  reasoning  weak,  rotten,  and  sophistical. 

— — —  Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  prevail  on  myself  te 

569,990  hurry  over  this  great  consideration.   It  is  good 

In  the  year  1772,  which  I  take  as  a  middle  for  us  to  be  here.    We  stand  where  we  have 

year  between  the  highest  and  lowest  of  those  an  immense  riew  of  what  is,  and  what  is  past. 

lately  laid  on  your  table,  the  accotmt  was  as  Clouds  indeed,  and  darkness,  rest  upon  dis 

follows:  •  future.    Let  us,  however,  before  we  descend 

from  this  noble  eminence,  reflect  that  thii 

To  North  America,  and  the  West  growth  of  our  national  prosperity  has  hap> 

Indies    -------      £.4,791 ,7S4  pened  within  the  short  period  of  the  life  of 

To  Africa    --------    866,398  man.      It  has  happened   within   six^^eij^ 

To  which  if  you  add  the  export  trade  years.    There  are  those  alive  whose  memory 

from  Scotland,  which  had  in  1704  might  touch  the  two  extremities.  For  instanoa^ 

no  existence    -.-...       964,000  my  Lord  Bathurst  might  remember  aH  dit 

^^— —  stages  ofthe  progress.    He  was  in  1704  of  an 

6,022,132  age  at  least  to  be  made  to  comprehend  sudi 
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thing!.    He  was  then  old  enough  oeto  parens        I  choose,  Sir,  to  enter  into  these  minute  and 
turn  jam  Ugere^  el  qiM  mt  potqgU  cognoscere     particular  detbib ;  because  generalities,  which, 
virtitM. — Suppose,  Sir,  that  tho  angel  of  this     in  all  other  cases  are  apt  to  heighten  and  raise 
auspicious  youth,  foreseeing  the  many  virtue^     the  subject,  have  here  a  tendency  to  sink  it. 
which  made  him  one  of  the  most  amiable.     When  we  speak  of  the  commerce  with  our 
as  he   is  one  of  the  most  fortunate  men  of    colonies,  fiction  lags  afler  truth ;  invention  is 
his  n\  had  opened  to  him  in  vision,  that,     unfruitful,  and  imagination  cold  and  barren, 
when,  in  the  fourth   generation,   the    third        So  far,  Sir,  as  to  the  importance  of  the  d>ject 
prince  of  the  house   of  Brunswick  had  sat     in  the  view  of  its  commerce,  as  concerned  in 
twelve  years  on  the  ilirone  of  that  nation,     the  exports  from  England.    If  I  were  to  detail 
ti^iich  (by  the  happy  bsue  of  moderate  and     the  imports,  I  could  shew  how  many  enjoy* 
Dealing  councils)  was  to  be  made  Orcat  Br>-     ments  they  procure,  which  deceive  the  burthen 
taiuy  he  should  see  his  son.  Lord  Chancellor     of  life ;  how  many  materials  which  invigorate 
of  England,  turn  back  the  current  of  heredi-     the  springs  of  national  industry,  and  extend 
lary  dignity  to  its  fountain,  and  raise  him  to  an     and  animate  every  pari  of  our  foreign  and 
ki^er  rank  of  peerage,  whilst  he  enriched  the     domestic  commerce.    This  would  be  a  curious 
ftmUy  with  a  now  one — If  amid  these  bright     subject  indeed — but  I  must  prescribe  bounds 
and  bsppy  scenes  of  domestic  honour  and  pros-     to  myself  in  a  matter  so  vast  and  various, 
perity,  that  angel  should  have  drawn  up  the        I  pass  therefore  to  the  colonies  in  another 
cv^^in,  and  unfolded  tho  rising  glories  of  his     point  of  view,  their  agriculture.     This  they 
country,  and  whilst  he  was  gazing  with  admi-     have  prosecuted  with  such  a  spirit,  that,  be- 
rstioQ  on  the  then  commercial  grandeur  of     sidesfeedingplcntifully  their  own  growing  mul* 
England,  the  genius  should  point  out  to  him  a     titude,  their  annual  export  of  grain,  compre- 
(ittle  speck,  scarce  visible  in  the  mass  of  the     bending  rice,  has  some  years  ago  exceeded  a 
national  interest,  a  small  seminal  principle,     million  in  value.    Of  their  last  harvest,  I  am 
rather  than  a  formed  body,  and  should  tell  him     persuaded,  they  will  export  much  more.    At 
— **  Young  man,  there  is  America — which  at     the  beginning  of  the  century,  some  of  these 
this  day  serves  for  little  more  than  to  amuse     colonies  imported  com  from  the  mother  coun* 
you  with  stories  of  savage  men,  and  uncouth     try.    For  some  time  past,  the  old  world  has 
mumers ;  yet  shall,  before  you  taste  of  death,     been  fed  from  the  new.    The  scarcity  which 
ihawitsclfcqualtothe  whole  of  that  commerce     you  have  felt  would  have  been  a  desolating 
which  now  attracts  the  envy  of  the  world,     famine,  if  this  child  of  your  old  age,  with  a  true 
Whatever  England  has  been  growing  to  by  a     filial  piety,  with  a  Roman  charity,  had  not  put 
progressive  increase  of  improvement,  brought     the  full  breast  of  its  youthfijl  exuberance  to  the 
b  by  varieties  of  people,  by  succession  of  civili-     mouth  of  its  exhausted  parent 
xing  conquests  and  civilizing  settlements  in  a  se-        As  to  the  wealth  which  the  colonies  liave 
ries  of  seventeen  hundred  years,  you  shall  see     dra^vn  from  the  sea  by  their  fisheries,  you  had 
as  much  'added  to  her  by  America  in  the  course     all  that  matter  fully  opened  at  your  bar.   You 
<^a  single  life  "'  If  this  state  ofhis  country  had     mvely  thought  those  acquisitions  of  value,  for 
be*^  foretold  to  him,  would  it  not  require  all  the     they  seemed  even  to  excite  your  envy ;  and  yet 
%U.^aine  credulity  of  youth,  and  all  the  fervid     the  spirit,  by  which  that  enterprising  employ- 
riow  of  enthusiasm,  to  make  him  believe  it  ?     ment  has  been  exercised,  ought  rather,  in  my 
roitunate  man,  he  has  lived  to  see  it !  Fortunate     opinion,  to  have  raised  your  esteem  and  adraira^ 
indeed,  if  ho  lives  to  see  nothing  that  shall  vary     tion.   And  pray,  Sir,  what  in  the  world  is  equal 
the  prospect,  and  cloud  tho  setting  of  his  day!     to  it  ?  Pass  by  the  other  parts,  and  look  at  the 
Excuse  me.  Sir,  if  turning  firom  such  thoughts     manner  in  which  the  people  of  New  England 
I  resume  this  comparative  view  once  more,     have  oflate  carried  (mi  the  whale  fishery.  Whilst 
You  have,  seen  it  on  a  large  scale ;  look  at  it  ^  we  follow  them  among  the  tumbling  mountains 
3Q  a  small  one.    I  will  point  out  to  y«7ur  atten-     of  ico,  and  behold  them  penetrating  into  the  de«p- 
lioQ  a  particular  instance  of  it  in  the  single     estfrozen  recesses  ofHudson's  Bay,  and  Davis's 
province  of  Pennsylvania.    In  the  year  1704     Streights,  whilst  wo  are  looking  for  them  be- 
ibat  province  called  for  £.11,459  in  value  of     neatli  the  arctic  circle,  we  hear  that  they  have 
your  commodities,  native  and  foreign.    This     pierced  into  the  opposite  region  of  poUur  cokl, 
was  the  whole.    What  did  it  demand  in  1772?     that  they  are  at  tho  antipodes,  and  eugaged 
Why  nearly  filly  times  as  much ;  for  in  that     under  the  frozen  serpent  of  the  south.    FiJk- 
yaar  the  export  to  Pennsyhrania  was  £.£07,909,     land  Island,  which  seemed  too  remote  and  ro- 
aearly  equal  to  tho  export  to  all  the  colonics     manlic  an  object  for  the  grasp  of  natitmal  am* 
together  in  the  first  period.  bition,  is  but  a  stage  and  resting-place  in  the 

Vol.  I.— 16  M 
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pit^reM  of  their  Tictorious  industry.    Nor  is  roar  is  not  always  the  efTect  of  force ;  and  w 

the  equin«Mnial  heat  more  discouraging  to  them,  armament  is  not  a  victory.    If  you  do  nol  auo- 

Ihan  the  accumulated  winter  of  Ix^  the  poles,  ceed,  you  arfe  without  resource ;  for,  conctUaF 

We  know  that  whilst  some  of  them  draw  the  ticm  failing,  force  remains  ;  but,  force  (ailing, 

line  and  strike  the  harpoon  on  the  coast  of  no  further  hope  of  reconciliation  is  left  Power 

Africa,  others  run  the  longitude,  and  pursue  and  authority  are  sometimes  bought  by  kind- 

their  gigantic  game  along  the  coast  of  Brazil,  ness ;  but  they  can  never  be  begged  as  ahns^ 

No  sea  but  what  is  vexed  by  their  fisheries,  by  an  impoverished  and  defeated  violeace. 
No  climate  that  is  not  witness  to  their  toils.        A  further  objection  to  finrce  is,  that  you 

Neither  the  perseverance  of  Holland,  nor  the  impw  the  object  by  your  very  endeavoon  to 

activity  of  France,  nor  the  dexterous  and  firm  preserve  it.    The  thing  you  fought  for  is  net 

sagacity  of  English  enterprise,  ever  carried  the  thing  which  you  recover;  but  depreciated, 

this  most  perilous  mode  of  hard  industry  to  sunk,  wasted,  and  consumed  in  this  oonteat. 

the  extent  to  which  it  has  been  pushed  by  this  Nothing  less  will  content  me,  than  whole  jtm^ 

recent  people;  a  people  who  are  still,  as  it  rica.    I  do  not  choose  to  consume  its  ■treogCh 

were,  but  in  the  gristle,  And  not  yet  hardened  along  with  our  own ;  because  in  all  parts  it  is 

into  the  bone  of  manhood.    When  I  contem-  the  British  strength  that  I  consume.    I  do  Dot 

plate  these  things ;  when  I  know  that  the  co-  choose  to  be  caught  by  a  foreign  enemy  at 

kmies  in  general  owe  little  or  nothing  to  any  the  end  of  this  exhaling  conflict ;  and  gtill 

care  of  ours,  and  that  they  are  not  squeezed  less  in  the  midst  of  it.    I  may  escape ;  bat  I 

into  this  happy  form  by  the  constraints  of  can  make  no'  insurance  against  such  an  event, 

watchful  and  suspicious  government,  but  that  Let  me  add,  that  I  do  not  chooae  fididly  to 

tlirough  a  wise  and  salutary  neglect,  a  gene-  break  the  American  spirit,  because  it  is  the 

rous  nature  has  been  suffered  to  take  her  own  spirit  that  has  made  the  country, 
way  to  perfection ;  when  I  reflect  upon  these        Lastly,  we  have  no  sort  of  ejqtenence  in 

eflfects,  when  I  see  how  profitable  they  have  (avour  of  force  as  an  instrument  in  the  nde  of 

been  to  us,  I  feel  all  the  pride  of  power  sink,  our  colonies.     Their  growth  and  their  otilitj 

and  all  presumption  in  the  wisdom  of  human  has  been  owing  to  methods  altogether  difiereoC. 

contrivances  melt,  and  die  away  within  me.  Our  ancient  indulgenco  has  been  said  to  be 

My  rigour  relents.    I  pardon  something  to  the  pursued  to  a  fault.    It  may  be  so.    Bat  we 

spirit  of  liberty.  know,  if  feeling  is  evidence,  that  oar  fiuik 

I  am  sensible,  Sir,  that  all  which  I  have  as-  was  more  tolerable  than  our  attempt  to  moK! 

serted,  in  my  detail,  is  admitted  in  the  gross ;  it ;  and  our  sin  far  more  salutary  than  our 

but  that  quite  a  diflerent  conclusion  is  drawn  penitence. 

firom  it.  America,  gentlemen  say,  is  a  noble  These,  Sir,  are  my  reasons  for  not  enteiw 
object.  It  is  an  object  well  worth  fighting  for.  taining  that  high  opinicm  of  untried  force,  bj 
Certainly  it  is,  if  fighting  a  people  be  the  best  which  many  gentlemen,  for  whose  seotimoots 
way  of  gaining  them.  Gentlemen  in  this  in  other  particulars  I  have  great  reapeet, 
rrapect  will  be  led  to  their  choice  of  moans  by  seem  to  be  so  greatly  captivated.  But  there 
their  complexions  and  their  habits.  Those  who  is  still  behind  a  third  consideration  coooemiag 
understand  the  military  art,  will  of  course  have  this  object,  which  serves  to  determine  ray 
some  predilection  for  it  Those  who  wield  the  opinion  on  the  sort  of  policy  which  oa^jtA  to 
thunder  of  the  state,  may  have  more  confidence  be  pursued  in  the  management  of  Americay 
in  the  efficacy  of  arms.  But  I  confess,  possi-  even  more  than  its  population  and  its  coai- 
bly  for  want  of  this  knowledge,  my  opinion  is  merce,  I  mean  its  temper  and  eharaebr. 
much  more  in  favour  of  prudent  management,  In  this  character  of  the  Americans,  a  love 
than  of  force ;  considering  force  not  as  an  of  fi'eedom  is  the  predominating  feature  whidi 
odious,  but  a  feeble  instrument,  for  preserving  a  marks  and  distinguishes  the  whole:  and  as  an 
people  so  numerous,  so  active,  so  growing,  so  ardent  is  always  a  jealous  afiection,  your  co- 
spirited  as  this,  in  a  profitable  and  subordinate  lonies  become  suspicious,  restive,  and  ontrao* 
connection  with  us.  table,  whenever  they  see  the  least  attempt  tc 

First,  Sir,  permit  me  to  observe,  that  tlie  wrest  from  them  by  force,  or  shuffle  from  them 

100  of  force  alone  is  but  temporary.    It  may  by  chicane,  what  they  think  the  only  advan* 

subdue  for  a  moment;  but  it  does  not  remove  tage  worth  living  for.    This  fierce  spirit  of 

the  necessity  of  subduing  again:  and  a  nation  liberty  is  stronger  in  the  English  colonies  pr»> 

is  not  governed,  which  is  perpetually  to  be  bably  than  in  any  other  people  of  tha  earth 

oonquered.  and  this   fi^m  a  great  variety  of  powetfiL 

My  next  objection  is  its  uncertainty.    Ter^  causes  :  which,  to  understand  the  true 
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•f  their  minds,  and  the  direction  which  tbu  they  found  that  beat,  they  thought  themselves 
spirit  takes,  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  lay  open  sick  or  sound.    I  do  not  say  whether  they 
Mjmewhat  more  largely.  were  right  or  wrong  in  applying  your  genwml 
First,  the  people  of  the  colonies  are  de-  arguments  to  their  own  case.     It  is  not  eas> 
■oeodents  of  Englishmen.    England,  Sir,  is  a  indeed  to  make  a  monopoly  of  theorems  and 
■atkn,  which  still  I  hope  respects,  and  for-  corollaries.  The  &ct  is,  that  they  did  thus  apply 
Bmiy  adored,  her  freedom.     The  colonists  those  general  arguments ;  and  your  mode  cf 
emigrated  from  you,  when  this  part  of  your  governing  them,  whether  throu|!;h  lenity  or  ii^ 
iiancter  was  most  predominant;  and  they  dolonce,  trough  wisdom  or  mistake,  confirmed 
Cook  this  bias  and  direction  the  moment  they  them  in  the  imagination,  that  they,  as  well  ts 
parted  from  your  hands.    They  are  therefore  you,  had  an  interest  in  these  common  principlea. 
■oC  only  devoted  to  liberty,  but  to  liberty  ac-         They  were  further  confirmed  in  this  pleip 
eording  to  English  ideas,  and  on  English  prin-  sing  errour,  by  the  form  of  their  provincial 
Abstract  liberty,  like  other  mere  ab-  legislative   assemblies.    Their   governments 
I,  is  not  to  be  found.    Liberty  inheres  are  popular  in  an  high  degree ;  some  are 
sensible  objects;  and  every  nation  merely  popular ;  in  all,  the  popular  represeo- 
fiormed  to   itself  some   favourite   point,  tative  is  the  most  weighty ;  and  this  share  of 
which  by  way  of  eminence  becomes  the  cri-  the  people  in  their  ordinary  government  never 
'n  of  Iheir  h^piness.    It  happened,  you  fails  to  inspire  them  with  lofty  sentiments,  and 
r,  Sir,  that  the  great  contests  for  freedom  with  a  strong  aversion  from  whatever  tends  to 
this  country  were  firom  the  earliest  times  deprive  them  of  their  chief  importance. 
chiefly  upon  the  question  of  taxing.    Most  of .       If  any  thing  were  wanting  to  this  necessary 
contests  in  the  ancient  commonwealths  operation  of  the  form  of  govcrament,  religion 
primarily  on  the  right  of  election  of  would  have  given  it  a  complete  effect.    ReK- 
or  on  the  balance  among  the  gion,  always  a  principle  of  energy,  in  this  new 
orders  of  the  state.    The  question  of  people,  is  no  way  worn  out  or  impaired ;  and 
$y  was  not  with  them  so  immediate.  But  their  mode  of  professing  it  is  also  one  main 
hk  England  it  was  otherwise.    On  this  point  cause  of  this  free  spirit.    The  people  are  pro- 
o£  taxes  the  ablest  pens,  and  most  eloquent  testants ;  and  of  that  kind,  which  is  the  most 
tnfff  *f  J  have  been  exercised  ;  the  greatest  adverse  to  all  implicit  submission  of  mind  and 
spirits  have  acted  and  suffered.    In  order  to  opinion.    This  is  a  perBUosion  not  only  ia- 
nve  the  fullest   satisfaction  concerning  the  vourable  to  liberty,  but  built  upon  it.    I  do  not 
noportance  of  this  point,  it  was  not  only  ne-  think.  Sir,  that  Uie  reason  of  this  averseness 
oensnry  for  those  who  in  argument  defended  in  the  dissenting  churches  firom  all  that  looks 
tbe  eaoeUence  of  the  English  constitution,  to  like  absolute  government  is  so  much  to  be 
on  this  privilege  of  granting  money  as  sought  in  their  religious  tenets,  as  in  their  hie- 
cky  point  of  fiict,  uid  to  prove,  that  the  ri^t  tory.    Every  one  knows  that  the  Roman  Cn- 
been  acknowledged  in  ancient  parchments,  tholic  teligion  is  at  least  coeval  with  most  of 
blind  usages,  to  reside  in  a  certain  body  the  governments  where  it  prevails ;  that  it  has 
Ian  house  of  commons.    They  went  much  generally  gone  hand  in  hand  with  them;  and 
fortber;  they  attempted  to  prove,  and  they  received  great  favour  and  every  kind  of  sup- 
1,  that  in  theory  it  ought  to  be  so,  port  fi'om  authority.    The  church  of  England 
the  particular  nature  of  a  house  of  com-  too  was  formed  from  her  cradle  under  the  nor- 
I,  as  an  immediate  representative  of  the  sing  care  of  regular  government.    But  the  dis- 
people ;  whether  the  old  records  had  delivered  senting  interests  have  spnmg   up  in  direct 
tfab  oracle  or  not    They  took  infinite  pains  opposition  to  all  the  ordinary  powers  of  the 
to  inodcate,  as  a  fundam<Jntal  principle,  that,  world ;  and  could  justify  that  opposition  odj 
in  an  mooarchies,  the  people  most  in  effect  on  a  strong  claim  to  natural  liberty.    Their 
tfieaeehres  mediately  or  immediately  possess  very  existence  depended  on  the  powerful  and 
die  power  of  granting  their  own  money,  or  no  unremitted  assertion  of  that  claim.    All  pro- 
whJiow  of  liberty  could  subsist.    The  colonies  tcstantism,  even  the  roost  cold  and  passive,  is 
4riiw  from  you,  as  with  their  life-blood,  these  a  sort  of  dissent.    But  the  religion  most  pre- 
Ideas  and  principles.    Their  love  of  liberty,  valent  in  our  northern  colonies  is  a  refinement 
at  with  you,  fixed  and  attached  on  this  spe-  on  the  principle  of  resistance ;  it  is  the  dlssi 
cifie  pcHnt  of  taxing.    Liberty  might  be  safe,  dence  of  dissent;  and  the  protestantism  of  the 
or  BUj^t  be  endangered  in  twenty  other  par-  protestant  religion.    This  religion,  under  a 
tSenlarB,  without  their  being  much  pleased  or  variety  of  denominations,  agreeing  in  nothici 
■fanned.    Here  they  felt  its  pubo;  and  as  but  in  the  communion  of  the  spirit  of  libertv 
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is  predominant  in  most  of  the  northern  pro-  provinces  it  takes  the  lead.  The  greater  bobi 

vinces ;  where  the  church  of  England,  notwith-  her  of  the  deputies  sent  to  the  congress  wen 

standing  its  legal  rights,  is  in  reality  no  more  lawyers.    But  all  who  read,  and  most  do  reaid, 

than  a  sort  of  private  sect,  not  composing  most  endeavour  to  obtain  some  smattering  in  flial 

probably  the  tenth  of  the  people.    The  colo-  science.     I  have  been   told  by  an  emiDem 

nists  left  England  when  this  spirit  was  high;  bookseller,  that  in  no  branch  of  his  business, 

and  in  the  emigrants  was  the  highest  of  all :  after  tracts  of  popular  devotion,  were  so  many 

and  even  that  stream  of  foreigners,  which  has  books  as  those  oa   the  law  exported  to  th* 

been  constantly  flowing  into  these  colonies,  plantations.     The  coI<xibts   have  now  fidlsn 

has,  for  the  greatest  part,  been  composed  of  into  the  way  ofprinting  them  for  their  own  use. 

dissenters  (rom  the  establishments  of  their  I  hear  that  they  have  sold  nearly  as  many  of 

several  countries,  and  have  brought  with  them  Blackstone*s  Commentaries  in  America  as  in 

a  temper  and  character  far  from  alien  to  that  England.    General  Gage  marks  out  this  di»* 

of  the  pec^le  with  whom  they  mixed.  positicHi  very  particularly  in  a  letter  on  yoor 

Sir,  I  can  perceive  by  their  manner,  that  table.    He  states,  that  all  the  people  in  his  go- 

some  gentlemen  object  to  the  latitude  of  this  vemmcnt  are  lawyers,  or  smatterers  in  law ; 

description ;  because  in  the  southern  colonies  and  that  in  Boston  they  have  been  enabled,  by 

the  church  of  England  forms  a  large  body,  and  successful  chicane,  wholly  to  evade  many  parts 

has  a  regular  establishment.    It  is  certainly  ofone  of  your  capital  penal  constitutions.   The 

true.    There  is  however  a  circumstance  atten-  smartness  of  debate  will  say,  that  this  knosr> 

ding  these  colonies,  which,  in  my  opinion,  fully  ledge   ought  to  teach  them  more  clearly  lbs 

counterbalances  this  difference,  and  makes  the  rights  of  legislature,  their  obligations  to  obe- 

spirit  of  liberty  still  more  high  and  hauglity  dience,  and  the  penalties  of  rebellion.    AUtUs 

than  in  those  to  the  northward.    It  is  that  in  is  mighty  well.    But  my  '^honourable  and  lear* 

Virginia  and  the  Carolinas,  tlicy  have  a  vast  ned  friend  on  the  floor,  who  condescends  to  maik 

multitude  of  slaves.    Where  this  is  the  case  what  I  say  for  animadversion,  will  disdain  diat 

in  any  part  of  the  world,  those  who  are  free,  ground.    He  has  heard,  as  well  as  I,  that  wiiea 

are  by  far  the  most  proud  and  jealous  of  their  great  honours  and  great  emoluments  do  not 

freedom.    Freedom  is  to  them  not  only  an  en-  win  over  this  knowl^ge  to  the  service  of  the 

joyment,  but  a  kind  of  rank  and  privilege.  Not  state,  it  is  a  formidable  adversary  to  govefa- 

seeing  there,  that  freedom,  as  in  countries  ment.    If  the  spirit  be  not  tamed  and  brokaa 

where  it  is  a  common  blessing,  and  as  broad  by  these  happy  methods,  it  is  stubborn  and 

and  general  as  the  air,  may  be  united  with  litigious.  AbeurU  ttudia  m  mores,    Thu  study 

much  abject  toil,  with  great  misery,  with  all  renders   men    acute,   inquisitive,  deztorooi) 

the  extcriour  of  servitude,  liberty  looks,  among  prompt  in  attack,  ready  in  defence,  full  of  re* 

them,  like  something  that  is  more  noble  and  sources.    In  other  countries,  the  people,  mora 

liberal.    I  do  not  mean,  Sir,  to  commend  the  simple,  and  of  a  less  mercurial  cast,  judge  of 

superiour  morality  of  this  sentiment,  which  an  ill  principle  in  government  only  by  an  wtitml 

has  at  least  as  much  pride  as  virtue  in  it ;  but  grievance ;  here  they  anticipate  the  eril,  nd 

I  cannot  alter  the  nature  of  man.    The  fact  judge  of  the  pressure  of  the  grievance  by  the 

is  so;  and  these  peo{^e  of  the  southern  colo-  badness  of  the  principle.    They  augur  mb- 

nies  are  much  more  strongly,  and  with   an  government  at  a  distance ;  and  snufl^  the  ap» 

higher  and  more  stubborn  spirit,  attached  to  proach  of  tyranny  in  every  tainted  breeze. 
liberty  than  those  to  the  northward.  Such  were        The  last  cause  of  this  disobedient  spirit  m 

all  the  ancient  commonwealths;  such  were  our  the  colonies  is  hardly  less  powerful  than  tibe 

CSothic  ancestors ;  such  in  our  days  were  the  rest,  as  it  is  not  iperely  moral,  but  laid  des^ 

Poles ;  and  such  will  be  all  masters  of  slaves,  in  the  natural  constitution  of  things.    Tlveo 

who  are  not  slaves  themselves.    In  such  a  thousand  miles  of  ocean  lie  between  yoa  tad 

people  the  hau^tiness  of  domination  combines  them.    No  contrivance  can  prevent  the  effoet 

with  the  spirit  of  freedom,  fortifies  it,  and  of  this  distance,  in  weakening  govemmeot 

renders  it  invincible.  Seas  roll,  and  months  pass,  between  the  orier 

Permit  me,  Sir,  to  add  another  circum-  and  the  execution :  and  the  want  of  a  speedy 

stance  in  our  colonies,  which  contributes  no  explanation  of  a  single  poiirt,  is  enough  to  d^ 

mean  part  towards  the  growth  and  efiect  of  feat  a  whole  system.    You  have,  indeed,  wiD* 

this  imtractable  spirit.    I  mean  their  educa-  ged  messengers  of  vengeance,  who  cany  yoor 

tion.    In  no  country  perhaps  in  the  world  is  bobs  in  their  pounces  to  the  remotest  Terae  of 
the  law  so  general  a  study.    The  profession 
itself  is  numerous  and  powerful ;  and  in  most  s  The  Attorney  OeneraL 
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Ae  Mft.  But  thero  a  power  steps  in,  that  limits  strongly  urged  to  determine  something  con* 

iio  arrogance  of  raging  passions  and  furious  ceming  it.    We  are  called  upon  to  fix  some 

dcasents,  and  says,  "  So  far  shalt  thou  go,  and  rule  and  line  for  our  future  conduct,  which  may 

nofiuther."  Who  are  jrou,  that  should  fret  and  give  a  little  stability  to  our  politics,  and  pro> 

rage,  and  bite  the  chains  of  nature? — ^Nothing  vent  the  return  of  such  unhappy  deliberatioof 

worse  happens  to  you,  than  does  to  all  nations,  as  the  present.   Every  such  return  will  bring 

who  have  extensive  empire ;  and  it  happens  in  the  matter  before  us  in  a  still  more  untractable 

al  the  forms  into  which  empire  can  bo  thrown,  form.     For,  what  astonishing  and  incrediUe 

b  dvge  bodies,  the  circulation  of  power  must  things  have  we  not  seen  already  ?  What  mon* 

IS  less  vigorous  at  the  extremities.  Nature  has  sters  have  not  been  generated  from  this  unni^ 

nid  it.     The  Turk  cannot  govern  Egypt,  and  tural  contention  ?    Whilst  every  principle  of 

Anbia,  and  Curdistan,  as  he  governs  Thrace ;  authority  and  resistance  has  been  pushed,  upon 

■or  has  he  the  same  dominion  in  Crimea  iLnd  both  sides,  as  far  as  it  would  go,  there  is  no- 

Algieis,  whidi  he  has  at  Brusa  and  Smyrna,  thing  so  solid  and  certain,  either  in  reasoning 

Deq>otism  itself  is  obliged  to  truck  and  buck-  or  in  practice,  that  has  not  been  shaken.  Until 

Iter.     Tbo  Sultan  gets  such  obedience  as  he  very  ktely,  all  authority  in  America  seemed  to 

cm.    He  governs  with  a  loose  rein,  that  he  be  nothing  but  an  emanation  from  yours.  Even 

isay  gofvem  at  all ;  and  the  whole  of  the  force  the  popular  part  of  the  colony  constitution  do- 

ud  vigour  of  lus  authority  in  his  centre,  is  de-  rived  all  its  activity,  and  its  first  vital  move- 

ri?ed  firom  a  prudent  relaxation  in  all  his  bor-  ment,  from  the  pleasure  of  the  crown.    We 

deia.    Spain,  in  her  provinces,  is,  perhaps,  not  thou^t,  Sir,  that  the  utmost  which  the  disoon- 

»  weD  obeyed,  as  you  are  in  yours.  She  com-  tented  col(Miists  could  do,  was  to  disturb  adtho- 

pliea  too;  she  submits;  she  watches  times,  rity;  we  never  dreamt  tliey  could  of  themselves 

Hub  is  the  immutable  condition,  the  eternal  supply  it ;  knowing  in  general  what  an  operose 

law,  of  extensive  and  deta^ed  en^>ire.  business  it  is,  to  establish  a  government  abso- 

Then,  Sir,  fixxn  these  six  capital  sources ;  of  lutely  new.    But  having,  for  our  purposes  in 

(fapoeot ;  of  fi>rm  of  government ;  of  religion  this  contention,  resolved,  that  none  but  an  obe- 

ia  the  northern  provinces  ;  of  manners  in  the  dient  assembly  should  sit,  the  humours  of  the 

imlheni ;  of  education ;  of  the  remoteness  of  people  there,  finding  all  passage  through  the 

litaitioo  firom  the  first  mover  of  government ;  legal  channel  stopped,  with  great  violence  broke 

fioB  all  theee  causes  a  fierce  spirit  of  liberty  out  another  way.    Some  provinces  have  tried 

hu  grown  up.    It  has  grown  with  the  growth  their  experiment,  as  we  have  tried  ours ;  and 

of  the  people  in  your  colonies,  and  increased  theirs  has  succeeded.    They  have  formed  a 

with  Uie  increase  of  their  wealth ;  a  spirit,  that  government  sufficient  for  its  purposes,  without 

aniia|ipily  meeting  with  an  exercise  of  power  the  bustle  of  a  revolution,  or  the  troublesome 

in  England,  which,  however  lawful,  is  not  re-  formality  of  an  election.    Evident  necessity, 

oondleafale  to  any  ideas  of  liberty,  much  less  and  tacit  consent,  have  done  the  businem  in  an 

iridi  theirs,  has  kindled  this  flame,  that  is  ready  instant    So  well  they  have  done  it,  that  Lord 

to  oonsomc  us.  Dunmore  (the  account  is  among  the  fragments 

I  do  not  mean  to  commend  cither  the  spirit  on  your  table)  tells  you,  that  the  new  institu- 

Bss,  or  the  moral  causes  which  pro-  tion  is  infinitely  better  obeyed  than  the  ancient 

it.    Perhaps  a  more  smooth  and  accoro-  government  ever  was  in  its  most  fortunate  pe- 

spirit  of  freedom  in  them  wouki  be  riods.-   Obedience  is  what  makes  government, 

•oeeptable  to  us.  Perhaps  ideas  of  liberty  and  not  the  names  by  which  it  is  called;  not 

be  desired,  more  reconcileable  with  an  the  name  of  govemour,  as  fi>rmerly,  or  con>- 

arinlraiy  snd  boundless  authority.    Perhaps  mittee,  as  at  present.    This  new  government 

fps  mi^  wii^  the  colonists  to  be  persuaded,  has  originated  directly  from  the  people ;  and 

fhA  their  liberty  is  more  secure  when  held  in  was  not  transmitted  through  any  of  the  ordi* 

irnst  for  diem  by  us  (as  their  guardians  during  nary  artiikial  media  of  a  positive  constiUition. 

a  pffTpf4"n<  minority)  than  wkh  any  part  of  it  It  was  not  a  manufacture  ready  formed,  and 

m  their  own  hands.    But  the  question  is,  not  transmitted  to  than  in  that  condition  firom 

whether  their  spirit  deserves  praise  or  blame;  England.   The  evil  arising^from  hence  is  this ; 

•— wfkni,  in  the  name  of  Ood,  shall  we  do  with  that  the  colonists  having  once  found  the  possi- 

iftf   Tou  have  before  you  the  object ;  such  as  bility  of  enjoying  the  advantages  of  order,  in 

tt  is,  with  aU  its  glories,  with  all  its  imper-  the  midst  of  a  struggle  for  Ubwty,  sudi  strug- 

fiifiin"  oQ  its  head.  Tou  see  the  magnitude ;  gles  will  not  henceforward  seem  so  terribie  to 

the  importance ;  the  temper ;  the  habits ;  the  the  settled  and  sober  part  of  mankind,  as  they 

ilMrdegs.  By  dl  these  ooosideratiansi  we  are  had  appeared  before  the  trial 
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Piusuin^  the  same  plan  of  punidiing  hj  the  started,  that  of  gnin^  up  the  cclonies ;  but  h 
denial  of  the  exercise  of  g-^vemment  to  stiH  met  so  slight  a  recef*^,  that  I  do  not  Ihiali 
greater  lengths,  we  wholly  abrogated  the  ancient  rarseU*  obliged  to  dwell  a  great  while  vptm  it. 
goremment  of  Massachusetts.  We  were  con-  It  is  nothing  but  a  little  sally  of  anger,  l&e  th« 
fident,  that  the  first  feeling,  if  not  the  yery  pros-  forwardness  of  peevish  children,  who,  fHiea 
pect  of  anarchy,  would  instantly  enforce  a  com-  they  cannot  get  all  they  would  have,  are  re- 
plete submission.  The  experiment  was  tried,  sdved  to  take  nothing. 
A  new,  strange,  unexpected  face  of  things  The  first  of  these  p4ans,  to  change  die  spirit 
appeared.  Anarchy  is  found  tderable.  A  vast  as  inconrenient,  by  removing  the  canves,  I 
province  has  now  si^isted,  and  subsisted  in  a  think  is  the  most  like  a  systematic  proceeittng'. 
etHwiderable  degree  of  health  and  vigour,  for  It  is  radical  in  its  principle ;  but  it  is  attended 
near  a  twelvemonth,  without  govemour,  with-  with  great  difliculties,  some  of  them  little  short, 
out  public  council,  without  judges,  without  as  1  conceive,  of  impoasibilities.  This  wS 
executive  magistrates.  How  long  it  will  con-  appear  by  examining  into  the  plans  whidi  havts 
tinue  in  this  state,  or  what  may  arise  out  of  been  proposed. 

this  unheand-of  8ituati<xi,  how  can  the  wisest        As  the  growing  population  of  the  colonies 

of  us  conjecture  7    Our  late  experience  has  is  evidently  one  cause  of  dieir  resistance,  it 

taught  us,  that  many  of  those  fundamental  prio-  was  last  session  mentioned  in  both  hooses,  by 

ciples,  formerly  believed  infallible,  are  either  men  of  weight,  and  received  m^  witboot  w^ 

not  of  the  importance  they  were  imagined  to  plause,  that,  in  ordet    to  chf«k  this  evil,  it 

be ;  or  that  we  have  not  at  all  adverted  to  scrnie  woukl  be  proper  for  the  crown  to  make  no  fa^ 

other  far  more  important,  and  far  more  power-  ther  grants  of  land.    But  to  this  scheme  there 

ful  principles,  which  entirely  over-rule  those  are  two  objections.    The  first,  that  tfiere  ii 

wo  had  considered  as  omnipotent.    I  am  much  already  so  much  unsetdcd  land  in  private  hands, 

against  any  further  experiments,  which  tend  to  38  to  afford  room  for  an  immense  future  popo- 

put  to  the  proof  any  more  of  these  allowed  lation,  although  the  crown  not  -xly  widUield 

opinions,  which  contribute  so  much  to  the  pub-  its  grants,  but  annihilated  its  soiL    If  this  bo 

lie  tranquillity.    In  effect,  we  suffer  as  much  the  case,  then  the  only  effect  of  this  avarice  of 

at  home,  by  Uiis  loosening  of  all  ties,  and  this  desolation,  this  hoarding  of  a  royal  wilderoMB, 

concussion  of  all  establidied  ^opinions,  as  we  would  be  to  raise  the  value  of  the  poascaaiuBi 

do  abroad.     For,  in  order  to  prove  that  the  in  the  hands  of  the  great  private  moniipulMli, 

Americans  have  no  right  to  their  liberties,  we  without  any  adequate  check  to  the  grofwing  wad 

are  every  day  endeavouring  to  subvert   the  alarming  mischief  of  population, 
maxims  which  preserve  the  whole  spirit  of  our        But  if  you  stopped  your  grants,  what  woold 

own.    To  prove  that  the  Americans  ought  not  be  the  consequence  ?  The  praple  wouU  ooeii|ij 

to  be  free,  we  are  obliged  to  depreciate  the  without  grants.    They  have  already  ao  ooeiH 

value  of  Greedom  itself;  and  we  never  seem  to  pied  in  many  places.    You  cannot  station  gn^ 

gain  a  paltry  advantage  over  them  in  debate,  risons  in  every  part  of  these  deserts.    If  700 

writhout  attacking  some  of  those  principles,  or  drive  the  people  from  one  place,  they  will  cany 

deriding  some  of  those  feelings,  for  which  our  on  their  annual  tillage,  and  remove  with  their 

ancestors  have  shed  their  bkxid.  flodu  and  herds  to  another.   Many  of  the  peo> 

But,  Sir,  in  wishing  to  put  an  end  to  pemi-  pie  in  the  back  settlements  are  already  litde 

cious  experiments,  I  do  not  mean  to  preclude  attached  to  particular  situations.  Already  tbej 

the  fullest  inquiry.    Far  from  it.    Far  firom  have  topped  the  Apalachian  mountains.  ~ 

deciding  on  a  sudden  or  partial  view,  I  would  thence  they  behold  before  them  an  ii 

patiently  go  round  and  round  the  sulgect,  and  sur-  plain,  one  vast,  ridi,  level  meadow ;  a : 

vey  it  minutely  in  every  possible  aspect.    Sir,  of  five  hundred  miles.    Over  this  Uiey  woaU 

if  I  were  capable  of  engaging  you  to  an  equal  wander,  without  a  possibility  of  restraint ;  they 

attention,  I  wouU  state,  that,  as  far  as  I  am  would  change  their  manners  with  the  habits  01 

capable  of  discerning,  there  are  but  three  ways  their  life  ;  wouU  soon  forget  a  government  bf 

of  proceeding  relative  to  this  stubborn  spirit,  vdiich  they  were  disowned ;   would  become 

which  prevails  in  your  colonies,  and  disturbs  hordes  of  English  Tartars ;  and,  pouring  down 

your  government     These  are— To  change  upon  your  imfiirtified  frontiers  a  fierce  and 

that  spirit,  as  inconvenient,  by  removing  the  irresistible  cavalry,  become  masters  of  yooi 

causes.    To  prosecute  it  as  criminal.    Or,  to  govemours  and  your  counsdk)r8,  your  ooUecfion 

u)nq)ly  with  it  as  necessary.    I  would  not  be  and  comptrollers,  and  of  all  ihe  riavea  thit 

guilty  of  an  imperfect  enumeration ;  I  can  think  adhered  to  them.   Such  woukl,  and,  in  no  kag 

of  bat  these  three.    Anodier  has  indeed  been  time  must  be,  the  effect  of  attempting  to  Ifaibil 
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1*  a  erinie,  and  to  suppress  as  an  evil,  the  The  language  in  \ivhich  they  would  hear  you 
r<iBiiiinil  wad  Uessine  of  Providence,  "  In^  tell  them  this  tale,  would  detect  the  imposition 
crvase  and  multiply."    Sudi  would  be  the  your  speech  would  betray  you.    An  Eni^isb* 
bappj  result  of  an  endeavour  to  keep  as  a  lair  man  is  the  unfittest  person  on  earth  to  argue 
«f  wild  beasts,  that  earth,  which  God,  by  an  another  EngUshman  into  slavery, 
etpress  charter,  has  given  to  the  children  of  I  think  it  is  nearly  as  little  in  our  power  to 
men.    Far  difierent,  and  surely  much  wiser,  change  their  republican  religion,  as  their  free 
ku  been  our  policy  hitherto.     Hitherto  wo  descent;  or  to  substitute  the  Roman  Catholic, 
have  invited  our  people  by  every  kind  of  bounty,  as  a  penalty;  or  the  Church  of  England,  as 
In  fixed  establishments.    We  have  invited  the  an   improvement.    The  mode  of  inquisition 
burtwindman  to  look  to  authority  for  his  title,  and  dragooning  is  going  out  of  fashion  in  the 
We  hare  taug^  him  piously  to  bdieve  in  the  old  world ;  and  I  should  not  confide  much  to 
Bijrsterious  Tirtuo  of  wax  and  parchment.    We  their  efficacy  in  the  new.    The  education  of 
have  thrown  each  tract  of  land,  as  it  was  peo-  the  Americans  is  also  on  the  same  unalter- 
pfed, into  districts;  that  the  ruling  power  should  able  bottom  with  their  religion.    Tou  cannot 
nsver  be  whoDy  out  of  sight    Wo  have  settled  persuade  them  to  bum  their  books  of  curious 
al  we  could ;  and  we  have  carefully  attended  science ;   to  banish  their  lawyers  from  the 
trerj  settlement  with  government.  courts  of  law ;  or  to  quench  the  lights  of  their 
Adbmng,Sir,a8 1  do,  to  this  policy,  as  well  assemblies,  by  refusing  to  choose  those  per- 
ls fer  the  reasons  I  have  just  given,  I  think  sons  who  are  best  read  in  their  privileges.    It 
dus  new  project  of  hedging-in  population  to  be  would  be  no  less  impracticable  to  think  of 
■either  prudent  nor  practicable.  wholly  annihilating  the  popular  assemblies,  in 
To  impoverish  the  colonies  in  general,  and  which  these  lawyers  sit.  The  army,  by  which 
hpstrticular  to  arrest  the  noble  course  of  their  we  must  govern  in  their  place,  wouki  be  far 
■arine  enterprises,  wodd  be  a  -more  easy  more  chargeable  to  us ;  not  quite  so  eflectual ; 
tuk.    I  fireely  confess  it.    We  have  shewn  a  and  perhaps,  in  the  end,  full  as  difficult  to  be 
deposition  to  a  system  of  this  kind ;  a  disposi-  kept  in  obedience. 

tioB  even  to  continue  the  restraint  after  the  With  regard  to  tho  high  aristocratic  spirit 
i;  looking  on  ourselves  as  rivals  to  our  of  Virginia  and  the  southern  colonies,  it  has 
I,  and  persuaded  that  of  course  we  must  been  proposed,  I  know,  to  reduce  it,  by  deda- 
tU  that  they  shall  kwo.  Much  mischief  ring  a  general  enfranchisement  of  their  slaves. 
«s  may  certainly  do.  The  power  inadequate  This  project  has  had  its  advocates  and  pane- 
la  aH  other  things  is  oflen  more  than  sufficient  gyrists ;  yet  I  never  could  argue  myself  into 
tar  this.  I  do  not  lock  on  the  direct  and  imme-  any  opinion  of  it.  Slaves  are  often  much 
fiats  power  of  the  colonies  to  resist  our  vio-  attached  to  their  masters.  A  general  wild 
koes,  as  very  fbnnidable.  In  this,  however,  offer  of  liberty,  would  not  always  be  accepted. 
I  wmy  be  miirtaken.  But  when  I  consider,  that  History  furnishes  few  instances  of  it.  It  is 
«s  hare  colonies  for  no  purpose  but  to  be  ser-  sometimes  as  hard  to  persuade  slaves  to  be 
nesable  to  us,  it  seems  to  my  poor  understan-  free,  as  it  is  to  compel  freemen  to  be  slaves: 
^■g  a  little  preposterous,  to  make  them  unser-  and  in  this  auspicious  scheme,  we  should  have 
fieeabls,  in  order  to  keep  them  obedient.  It  both  these  pleasing  tasks  on  our  hands  at  once, 
ii,  IB  tntfh,  nothing  more  than  the  old,  and,  as  But  when  we  talk  of  enfranchisement,  do  we 
I  thoB^ii,  expkxied  problran  of  tyranny,  which  not  perceive  that  the  American  master  may 
ptupMses  to  beggar  its  subjects  into  submission,  enfranchise  too ;  and  arm  servile  hands  in 
Bat  ismeuiber,  when  you  have  completed  your  defence  of  fi«edom  ?  A  measure  to  which 
ffjUan  of  impoverishment,  that  nature  still  pn^  other  people  have  had  recourse  more  than 
assds  m  her  ordinary  course ;  that  discontent  once,  and  not  without  success,  in  a  desperate 
«tt  increase  with  misery  ;  and  that  there  are  situation  of  their  affairs. 

moments  in  the  fortune  of  all  states,  Slaves  as  these  unfortunate  black  people  are, 

diey  who  are  too  weak  to  contribute  to  and  dull  as  all  men  are  from  slavery,  must 

msperi^,  nuiy  be  strong  enough  to  com-  they  not  a  little  suspect  the  offer  of  freedom 

joor  rain.    SpoUada  arma  superguaL  fit>m  that  very  nation  which  has  sold  them  to 

The  tamper  and  character,  which  prevail  in  their  present  masters?    From  that  nation,  one 

eokotes,  are,  I  am  afraid,  unalterable  by  of  whose  caines  of  quarrel  with  those  masters, 

'  hnntn  art    We  cannot,  I  fear,  falsify  the  is  their  refusal  to  deal  any  more  in  that  inbu- 

se  of  this  fierce  people,  aiid  persuade  man'  traffic?     An  offer    of   freedom  from 

dnt  they  are  not  sprung  from  a  nation,  in  England,  would  come  rather  oddly,  shipped  to 

veiu  the  blood  of  freedom  circulates,  them  in  an  Afirican  vessel,  which  is  refused  as 
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entry  into  the  ports  of  Virginia  or  Carolina,  under  ono  common  head ;  whether  this  beidW 

with  a  cargo  of  three  hundred  Angola  negroes,  a  monarch,  or  a  presiding  republic    It  dosi^ 

It  would  be  curious  to  see  the  Guinea  captain  in  such  constitutions,  frequently  ha|^n  (and 

attempting  at  the  same  instant  to  publish  his  nothing  but  the  dismal,  cold,  dead  uniforautf 

proclamation  of  liberty,  and  to  advertise  his  of  servitude  can  prevent  its  happening)  that 

sale  of  slaves.  the  subordinate  parts  have  many  local  privi' 

But  let  us  sup|)08e  all  these  moral  difficul-  legos  and  immunities.    Between  these  privi> 

ties  got  over.    The  ocean  remains.    You  caiH  leges,  and  the  supreme  common  authoritjr,  dit 

not  pump  this  dry ;  and  as  long  as  it  continues  line  may  be  extremely  nice.    Of  course  die* 

in  its  present  bed,  so  long  all  the  causes  pules,  often  too,  very  bitter  disputes,  and  snidl 

which  weaken  authority  by  distance  will  con-  ill  blood,  will  arise.    But  though  eveiy  privi- 

tinue.    *'  Ye  gods,  anniliilato  but  space  and  lege  is  an  exemption  (in  the  case)  from  ths 

time,  and  make  two  lovers  happy !" — was  a  ordinary  exercise  of  the  supreme  autbori^,  it 

pious  and  passionate  prayer ; — but  just  as  rea-  is  no  denial  of  it.    The  claim  of  a  privDc^ 

sonable,  as  many  of  the  serious  wishes  of  very  seems  rather  cr  vi  termini^  to  imply  a  superianr 

grave  and  solemn  politicians.  power.    For  to  talk  of  the  privileges  of  a  sttte 

If  then.  Sir,  it  seems  almost  desperate  to  or  of  a  person,  who  has  no  superiour,  is  haid^ 

think  of  any  alterative  course,  for  changing  any  better  than  speaking  nonsense.    Now,  ia 

the  moral  causes  (and  not  quite  easy  to  re-  such  unfortunate  quarrels,  among  the  coo|K^ 

move  the  natural)  which  produce  prejudices  nent  parts  of  a  great  political  union  of  con^ 

irreconcileablo  to  the  late  exercise  of  our  au-  munitics,  I  can  scarcely  conceive  any  tbiif 

thority ;  but  that  the  spirit  infallibly  will  con-  more  completely  imprudent,  than  for  the  beiMl 

tinue ;    and,   continuing,   will  produce   such  of  the  empire  to  insist,  that,  if  any  privilege 

effects,  as  now  embarrass  us ;  the  second  mode  is  pleaded  against  his  will,  or  his  acts,  that  his 

under  consideration  is,  to  prosecute  that  spirit  whole  authority  is  denied ;  instantly  to  pro* 

in  its  overt  acts,  as  erimmal.  claim  rebellion,  to  beat  to  arms,  and  to  pal 

At  this  proposition,  I  must  pause  a  moment,  the  offending  provinces  under  the  ban.    WiE 

The  thing  seems  a  great  deal  too  big  for  my  not  this,  Sir,  very  soon  teach  the  provinces  to 

ideas   of  jurisprudence.    It  should  seem,  to  make  no  distinctions  on  their  part  ?    Will  k 

my  way  of  conceiving  such  matters,  that  there  not  teach  them  that  the  government,  agsimt 

is  a  very  wide  difference  in  reason  and  policy,  which  a  claim  of  liberty  is  tantamount  to  high 

between  the  mode  of  proceeding  on  the  irregu-  treason,  is  a  government  to  which  submissiai 

lar  conduct  of  scattered  individyals,  or  even  of  is  equivalent  to  slavery  ?    It  may  not  always 

bands  of  men,  who  disturb  order  within  the  be    quite  convenient   to   impress  dependeot 

state,  and  the  civil  dissensions  which  may,  communities  with  such  soi  idea, 
from  time  to  time,  on  great  questions,  agitate        We  are  indeed,  in  all  disputes  with  the 

the  several  communities  which   compose  a  colonies,  by  the  necessity  of  things,  the  judge, 

great  empire.    It  looks  to  me  to  be  narrow  It  is  true.  Sir.    But  I  confess,  that  the  cl»» 

and  pedantic,  to  apply  the  ordinary  ideas  of  racter  of  judge  in  my  own  cause,  is  a  thiitf 

criminal  justice  to  this  great  public  contest.   I  that  frightens  me.    Instead  of  filling  roe  wilJh 


lyself  in  somethiig 

my  fellow-creatures,  as    Sir  Edward  Coke  more  like  a  judicial  character.    I  must  hafs 

insulted  one  excellent  individual  (Sir  Walter  these  hesitations  as  long  as  I  am  ftrtmpA|U^  to 

Raleigh)  at  the  bar.    I  am  not  ripe  to  pass  recollect,  that,  in  my  little  reading  upon  such 

soitence  on  the  gravest  public  bodies,  entrusted  contests  as  these,  the  sense  of  mankind  htSi 

with  magistracies  of  great  authority  and  dig-  at  least,  as  oflen  decided  against  the  superioef 

nity,  and  charged  with  the  safety  of  their  fel-  as  the  subordinate  power.    Sir,  let  me  add 

low-citizens,  upon  the  veiy  same  title  that  I  too,  that  the  opinion  of  my  having  some  ab 

am.    I  really  think,  that  (or  wise  men  this  is  street  right  in  my  favour  would  not  put  aw 

not  judicious ;  ibr  sober  men,  not  decent ;  for  much  at  my  ease  in  passing  sentence ;  unlaa 

minds  tinctured  with  humanity,  not  mikl  and  I  could  be  sure,  that  there  were  no  rights  mtadb^ 

merciflil.  in  their  exercise  under  certain  circumstaiwiei 

Perhaps,  Sir,  I  am  mistaken  in  my  idea  of  were  not  the  most  odious  of  all  wrmn,  «■( 

an  empire,  as  distinguished  from  a  single  state  the  most  vexatious  of  all  injustice.    Sir,  thMi 

or  kingdom.    But  my  idea  of  it  is  this ;  that  ccmsiderations  have  great  weight  with  mt, 

an  empire  is  the  aggrepUe  of  many  states  when  I  find  things  so  ciicunutanceds  dill  X 
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mtm  dw  nme  party,  at  once  a  civil  liiigaRt  complaint.  The  colonies  complain,  (hat  they 
agai^rt  me  in  point  of  right,  and  a  culprit  be-  have  not  the  characteristic  mark  and  seal  of 
ibrane;  while  I  ait  as  criminal  judge,  on  acts     British  freedom.    They  .complain,  that  they 

of  Ids,  whose  moral  quality  is  to  be  decided  are  taxed  in  a  parliament,  in  which  they  are 

ii|Mn  the  merits  of  that  very  litigatifn.    Men  not  represented.    If  you  mean  to  satisfy  them 

trs  vvery  now  and  then  put,  by  the  complexity  at  all,  you  must  satisfy  them  with  regard  to 

of  hmBMn  affairs,  into  strange  situations ;  but  this  complaint.    If  you  mean  to  please  any 

jpatioo  is  the  same,  let  the  judge  bo  in  what  people,  you  must  give  them  the  boon  which 

■iHlioa  he  will.  they  ask ;  not  what  you  may  think  better  for 

There  is,  Sir,  a)so  a  circumstance  which  them,  butof  akind  totally  different.    Such  an 

me,  that  this  mode  of  criminal  pro-  act  may  be  a  wise  regulation,  but  it  is  no 

is  not  (at  least  in  the  present  stage  of  concession ;  whereas  our  present  theme  is  the 

t)  altogether  expedient ;  which  is  mode  of  giving  satisfacticMi. 
■odiing  less  than  the  conduct  of  those  very        Sir,  I  think  you  must  perceive,  that  I  am 

pswoiiB  who  have  seemed  to  adopt  that  mode,  resolved  this  day  to  have  nothing  at  ell  to  do 

by  htsity  declaring  a  rebellion  in  Massachu-  with  the  question  of  the  right  of  taxation. 

ssOs'  Bay,  as  they  had  formeriy  addressed  to  Some  gentlemen  startle — but  it  is  true ;  I  put 

fasve  trmitors  brought  hither  under  an  act  of  it  totally  out  of  the  question.    It  is  less  than 

Henry   the  Eighth,  for  trial.     For  tlKxigh  nothing  in  my  consideration.    I  do  not  indeed 

icbeffion    is  declared,   it    is  not    proceeded  wonder,  nor  will  }-ou.  Sir,  that  gentlemen  of 

i|UBst  as  such ;   nor  have  any  steps  l^een  profound  learning  are  fond  of  displaying  it  on 

^«n  towards  the  apprehension  or  conviction  this  profound  su^'oct.    But  my  consideration 

«f  any  individual  offender,  either  on  our  late  is  narrow,  confined,  and  wholly  limited  to  the 

or  oar  former  address ;  but  modes  of  public  policy  of  the  question.    I  do  not  examine, 

aMrckmhave  been  adopted,  and  such  as  have  whetlier  the  giving  away  a  man's  money  be  a 

■seh  more  resemblance  to  a  sort  of  qualified  power  excepted  and  reserved  out  of  the  gene- 

Mlflity  towards  an  independent  power  than  i*al  trust  of  government ;  and  how  far  all  man- 

Ike  punishment  of  rebellious  subjects.     AU  kind,  in  all  forms  of  polity,  are  entitled  to  an 

Ais  teems  rather  inconsistent;  but  it  shews  exercise  of  that  right -by  the  charter  of  nature, 

how  difficult  it  is  to  apply  tliese  juridical  ideas  Or  whether,  on  the  contrary,  a  right  of  taxa- 

l»  oar  preeent  case.  iioa   is  ■  necessarily  involved    in   the  general 

In  tlus  situation,  let  us  seriously  and  coolly  principle  of  legislation,  and  inseparable  from 

fModer.    What  is  it  we  have  got  by  all  our  the  ordinary  supreme  power.     These  are  deep 

■wiocw,  wfaichhave  been  many  and  ferocious?  questions,  where  great  names  militate  against 

What  advantage  have  we  derived  from  the  each  other ;  where  reason  is  perplexed ;  and 

|Mnl  laws  we  have  passed,  and  which,  for  an  appeal  to  authorities  only  thickens  the  con- 

ihe  time,  have  been  severe  and  numerous  ?  fusion.    For  high  and  reverend   authorities 

Wkat  advances  have  we  made  towards  our  lifl  up  their  heads  on  both  sides ;  and  there  is 

ohject,  by  the  sending  of  a  force,  which,  by  no  sure  footing  in  the  middle.    This  point  is 

Ittd  mad  sea,  is  no  contemptible  strength  ?  the  great  Serbonian  bog,  betxouct  Damiata  and 

Has  the  disorder  abated?    Nothing  less. —  Mount  Casiu*  old,  where  armies  whole  have 

When  I  aee  things  in  this  situation,  aifier  such  ntnk.    I  do  not  intend  to  be  overwhelmed  in 

OHfident  hopes,  bold  promises,  and  active  ex-  that  bog,  though  in  such  respectable  company 

«tioOB,Icamiot,  for  my  life,  avoid  a  suspicion,  The  question  with  me  is,  not  whether  you 

dm  the  plan  itself  is  not  correctly  right.  have  a  right  to  render  your  people  miserable ; 

If  thflo  the  removal  of  the  causes  of  this  but  whether  it  is  not  your  interest  to  make 

ipirii  of  American  libel  ty  be,  for  the  greater  them  happy.    It  is  not,  what  a  lawyer  teUl 

Mrt,  or  rather  entirely,  impracticable ;  if  tho  me,  I  nu^f  do ;  but  what  humanity,  reaaooi 

'       of  criminal  process  be  inapplicable,  or,  and  justice,  tell  me,  I  ought  to  do.    Is  a  po 

),  are  in  the  highest  degree  inex-  litic  act  the  worse  for  being  a  generous  on^f 

what  way  yet  remains  ?    Nc  way  is  Is  no  concession  proper,  but  that  which  if 

boi  the  third  and  last — to  comply  with  made  from  your  want  of  right  to  keep  what 

Bserican  spirit  as  necessary ;  or,  if  you  you  grant  ?    Or  does  it  lessen  the  grace  or 

to  sidMoit  to  it,  as  a  necessary  evil.  dignity  of  relaxing  in  the  exercise  of  an  odious 

tf  we  adopt  this  mode ;  if  we  mean  to  con-  claim,  because  you  -have  your  evidence-room 

oikte  and  ooocede;  let  us  see  of  what  nature  full  of  titles,  and  your  magazines  stuffed  with 

the  eooeeesion  ought  to  be:  to  ascertain  the  arms  to  enforce  them?  What  signify  aH  thota 

of  oaroooceasion,  we  must  look  at  their  titles,  and  til  those  a  vs^    Of  what  avail  ifo 
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'jiey,  when  the  reikSOD  s '  the  thing  tells  me,  quant)  of  the  Ansericans  with  taxation 

that  the  assertion  of  my  titib  is  the  loss  of  my  no  more  than  a  cloak  and  cover  to  this 

suit ;  and  that  I  could  do  nothing  but  wo«md  Such  has  been  the  language  even  of  a  gwidt 

myself  by  the  use  of  my  own  weapons  ?  man***  of  real  moderation,  and  of  a  oatoni 

Such  is  steadfastly  my  opiniixi  of  the  abso  temper  sowwell  adjusted  to  fair  and  equal  fo- 

Ute  necessity  ofkeeping  up  the  concord  of  this  verament.    I  am,  however,  Sir,  not  t  little 

empire  by  a  unity  of  spirit,  though  in  a  diver-  surprised  at  this  kind  of  discourse,  whenover 

sity  of  operations,  that,  if  I  were  sure  the  I  hear  it ;  and  I  am  the  more  surprbed,  fm 

colonists  had,  at  their  leaving  this  country,  account  of  the  arguments  which  I  cmmranrty 

sealed  a  regular  compact  of  servitude  ;  that  find  in  company  with  it,  and  which  are 

they  had  solemnly  abjured  all  the  rights  of  urged  from  the  same  mouths,  and  on  Aei 

citizens ;  that  they  had  made  a  vow  to  renounce  day. 

all  ideas  of  liberty  for  them  and  their  posterity,  For  instance,  when  we  allege,  that  it 

to  aU  generations,  yet  I  should  hold  myself  against  reason  to  tax  a  people  under  so 

obliged  to  conform  to  the  temper  I  found  uni-  restraiqts  in  trade  as  the  Americans,  dMi 

versally  prevalent  in  my  own  day,  and  to  go-  lordf  in  the  blue  riband  shall  tell  jroo, 

vom  two  million  of  men,  impatient  of  siervi-  the  restraints  on  trade  are  futile  and  uiiilMi; 

tude,  on  the  principles  of  freedom.    I  am  not  of  no  advantage  to  us,  and  of  no  burthen  to 

determining  a  point  of  law ;  I  am  restoring  those  on  whom  they  are  imposed ;  that  iht 

tranquillity ;  and  the  general  character  and  trade  to  America  is  not  secured  by  the  aoli 

situation  of  a  people  must   determine  what  of  navigati(H],  but  by  the  natural  and  iirerii^ 

sort  of  government  is  fitted  for  them.    That  tible  advantage  of  a  commercial  preference, 

point  nothing  else  can  or  ought  to  determine.  Such  is  the  merit  of  the  trade  laws  in  4lii 

My  idea,  therefore,  without  considering  whe-  posture  of  the  debate.    But  when  strong  i»* 

ther  we  yield  as  matter  of  right,  or  grant  as  temal  circumstances  are  urged  against  As 

matter  of  favour,  is,  to  admit  the  people  qfour  taxes;  when  the  scheme  is  dissected  ;  wfaM 

oaianies  into  an  interest  in  the  constitution ;  and,  experience  and  the  nature  of  things  are  brail|^ 

by  recording  that  admission  in  the  journals  of  to  prove,  and  do  prove,  the  utter  impos«3»iSfef 

parliament,  to  give  them  as  strong  an  assu-  of  obtaining  an  effective  revenue  from  the 

ranee  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  will  admit,  lonies;  when  these  things  are  pressed,  or  i 

that  we  mean  fi>r  ever  to  adhere  to  that  solemn  press  themselves,  so  as  to  drive  the 

declaration  of  systematic  indulgence.  of  colony  taxes  to  a  clear  admission  of  the  fi» 

Some  years  ago,  the  repeal  of  a  revenue  act,  tility  of  the  scheme ;  then.  Sir,  the  sleeping 

upon   its   understood  principle,  might  have  trade  laws  revive  fi'om  their  trance ;  and  ttujp 

served  to  shew,  that  we  intended  an  unoon-  useless  taxation  is  to  be  kept  sacred,  not  ftr 

ditionai  abatement  of  the  exercise  of  a  taxing  its  own  sake,  but  as  a  counter-guard  ud  ■sea 

power.    Such  a  measure  was  then  sufficient  rity  of  the  laws  of  trade, 

to  remove  all  suspicion,  and  to  give  peifect  Then,  Sir,  you  keep  up  revenue  laws  wfaiek 

content.    But  unfortunate  events,  since  that  are  mischievous,  in  order  to  preserre 

time,  may  make  something  further  necessary;  laws  that  are  useless.    Such  is  the' 

and  not  more  necessary  for  the  satisfiiction  of  our  plan  in  both  its  members.    They  are 

the  colonies,  than  for  the  dignity  and  consis-  rately  given  up  as  of  no  value,  and  yet  qm  li 

lency  of  oiv  own  future  proceedings.  always  to  be  defended  for  the  sake  of  the  odnr. 

I  have  taken  a  very  incorrect  measure  of  But  I  cannot  agree  with  the  noble  kxd,  aor 

the  disposition  of  the  house,  if  this  proposal  in  with  the  pamphlet  from  whence  he  seemt  to 

itself  would  be  received  with  dislike.    I  think,  have  borrowed  these  ideas,   concerning  Aft 

Sir,  we  have  few  American  financiers.    But  inutility  of  the  trade  laws.    For  without  lifti 

our  nusfcrtune  is,  wo  are  too  acute ;  we  are  lizing  them,  I  am  sure  they  are  still,  in 

too  exquisite  in  our  conjectures  of  the  future,  ways,  of  great  use  to  us ;  and  in  former  1 

fof  men  oppressed  with  such  great  and  pre-  they  have  been  of  the  greateet.    They  do  < 

sent  evils.    The  more  moderate  among  the  fine,  and  they  do  greatly  narrow,  the 

<^)p06ers  of  parliamentary  concession  freely  for  the  Americans.    £kit  my  perfect  cooHb* 

confess,  that  they  hope  no  good  from  taxation ;  tion  of  thb,  does  not  help  me  in  the  leait  tft 

but   they  apprehend  the  colonists  have  fu>  discern  how  the  revenue  laws  form  any  itOB 

ther  views ;  and  if  this  point  were  conceded,  rity  whatsoever  to  the  commercial  regulatkfli; 

they  would  instantly  attack  the  trade  laws,  or  that  these  commercial  regulations  are  As 
These   gendemen  are   convbced,  that  this 

was  the  intention  from  the  beginning ;  and  the  « Mr.  Rice.       t  Lord  North 
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tiuo  pwwd  of  tha  quarrel;  or,  that  the  gir-  litios ;  a  total  renunciation  of  every  gpcctila. 

in*  wi^  in  any  one  instance  of  authority,  is     tion  of  my  own ;  and  with  a  profound  rvre- 

tolneo  all  that  may  remain  unconccded.  rence  far  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  who 

One  (act  is  clear  and  indispatable.    The  have  left  us  the  inheritance  of  so  happy  a  coo- 

IhWc  and  avowed  origin  of  this  quarrel,  was  stitution,  and  so  flourishing  an  empire,  and 

on  taxation.    This  quarrel  has  indeed  brought  what  is  a  thousand  times  more  valuable,  the 

on  new  disputes  on  now  questions ;  but  cer-  treasury  of  the  maxims  and  principles  which 

ainly  the  least  bitter,  and  ^e  fewest  of  all,  on  formed  the  one,  and  obtained  the  other, 
lbs  trade  laws.    To  judge  which  of  the  two  be        During  the  reigns  of  the  kings  of  Spain  of  the 

dbe  real  radical  cause  of  quarrel,  we  have  to  Austrian  family,  whenever  they  were  at  a  loss 

see  whether  the  commercial  dispute  did,  in  in  the  Spanish  councils,  it  was  common  for  their 

order  of  time,  precede  the  dispute  on  taxation  ?  statesmen  to  say,  that  they  ought  to  consult  the 

There  is  not  a  shadow  of  evidence  for  it  Next,  genius  of  Philip  the  Second.    The  genius  of 

to  enable  us  to  judge  whether  at  this  moment  a  Philip  the  Second  might  mislead  them  ;  and 

fisUkc  to  the  trade  laws  be  the  real  cause  of  the  issue  of  their  affairs  shewed,  that  they  had 

qoarrel,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  put  the  not  chosen  the  most  perfect  standard.    But, 

tans  out  of  the  question  by  a  repeal.    See  Sir,  I  am  sure  that  I  shall  not  be  misled,  when, 

hsw  the  Americans  act  in  this  position,  and  in  a  case  of  constitutional  difficulty,  I  consult 

Ibea   you  will  be  able  to  discern   correctly  the  genius  of  the  English  constitution.    Coo> 

itiat  is  the  true  object  of  the  controversy,  or  suiting  at  that  oracle  (it  was  witli  all  due  humi- 

whsllier  any  controversy  at  all  will  remain  ?  lity  and  piety)  I  found  four  capital  examples  in 

Daleae  you  consent  to  remove  this  cause  of  a  similar  case  before  me:  those  of  Ireland, 

tference,  it  is  impossible,  with  decency,  to  Wales,  Chester,  and  Durham. 
MMrt  that  the  dispute  is  not  upon  what  it  is        Ireland,  before  the  English  conquest,  though 

tvovred  to  be.    And  I  would,  Sir,  recommend  never  governed  by  a  despotic  power,  had  no 

to  your  serious  consideration,  whether  it  be  parliament.    How  far  the  English  parliament 

pradent  to  form  a  rule  for  punishing  people,  not  itself  was  at  that  time  modelled  according  to 

«  their  own  acts,  but  on  your  conjectures  ?  tho  present  form,  is  disputed  among  antiqua- 

Sordy  it  is  preposterous  at  tho  very  best.    It  ries.    But  we  have  all  the  reason  in  the  world 

ii  Bot  justifying  your  anger,  by  their  miscon-  to  be  assured,  that  a  form  of  parliament,  such 

Art;  but  it  is  converting  your  iU-will  into  their  as  England  then  enjoyed,  she  instantly  com- 

ddinquency.  municated  to  Ireland  ;  and  we  are  equally  sure 

Butthe  colonies  will  go  further. — Alas!  alas!  that  almost  every  successive  improvement  in 

eheo  will  this  speculating  against  fact  and  rea-  constitutional  liberty,  as  fast  as  it  was  made 

lOD  end? — ^What  will  quiet  these  panic  fears  here,  was  transmitted  thither.    The  feudal  b»- 

eludi  we  entertain  of  the  hostile  efiect  of  a  con-  ronage,  and  the  feudal  knighthood,  the  roots  of 

ciliatory  conduct?    Is  it  true,  that  no  case  can  our  primitive  constitution,  were  early  trans- 

in  whidi  it  is  proper  for  the  sovereign  to  planted  into  that  soil ;  and  grew  and  flourished 

b  to  the  desires  of  his  discontented  sub-  there.    Magna  Chaiia,  if  it  did  not  give  us 

I?  Is  there  any  thing  peculiar  in  thb  case,  originally  the  house  of  commons,  gave  us  at 

■jb  a  rule  for  itself?    Is  all  authority  of  least  a  house  of  commons  of  wei^t  and  conse- 

lost,  when  it  is  not  pushed  to  the  ex-  qticnce.    But  your  ancestors  did  not  churlishly 

I  ?    Is  it  a  certain  maxim,  that,  the  fewer  sit  down  alone  to  the  feast  of  Magna  Charta. 

I  of  dissatisfaction  are  lefl  by  government,  Ireland  was  made  immediately  a   partaker. 

4e  more  the  subject  wiU  be  indined  to  resist  This  benefit  of  English  laws  and  liberties,  I 

and  rebel?  confess,  was  not  at  first  extended  to  otf  Ireknd. 

Al  theee  objections  being  in  (act  no  more  Mark  the  consequence.    English  authority  and 

ihlB  auipicions,  conjectures,  divinations,  form-  English  liberty  had  exactly  the  same  boiinda> 

•d  IB  defiance  of  fact  and  experience ;  they  did  ries.    Tour  standard  oould  never  be  advanced 

■Dt,  Sir,  discourage  me  firom  entertaining  the  an    inch   before  your  privileges.    Sir  John 
idea  of  a  conciliatory  concession,  founded  on  ^Davis  shows  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  refusal  of 

dM  principles  which  I  have  just  stated.  a  general  communication  of  these  rights,  was 

In  forming  a  plan  for  this  purpose,  I  endeap  the  true  cause  why  Ireland  was  five  hundred 

figured  to  put  myself  in  that  fnme  of  mind,  years  in  subduing ;  and  after  the  vain  projects 

wUeh  was  the  roost  natural,  and  the  most  rea-  of  a  military  government,  attempted  in  the 

fonable ;  and  which  was  certainly  the  most  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  it  was  soon  disco- 

ible  means  of  securring  me  from  all  errour.  vered,  diat  nothing  oould  make  that  country 

out  with  a  perfect  distrust  of  my  own  abi-  EngUsh,  in  etvili^  and  aUsfiaiioe,  but  fooi 
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UtWB  and  your  forms  of  legislature.  It  was  not  disorder ;  and  it  kept  the  fhootier  of  England  i 
English  arms,  but  the  English  constitution,  that  perpetual  alarm.  Benefits  from  it  to  the 
conquered  Ireland.  From  that  time,  Ireland  there  were  none.  Wales  was  only  known  It 
has  ever  had  a  general  parliament,  as  she  had  England  by  Incursion  and  invasion, 
before  a  partial  parliament.  You  changed  the  Sir,  during  that  state  of  things,  pariiameot 
peojJe ;  you  altered  the  religion  ;  but  you  was  not  idle.  They  attempted  to  subdue  the 
nerer  touchod  the  iorm  or  the  vital  substance  of  fierce  spirit  of  the  Welsh  by  all  sorts  of  rie»> 
free  government  in  that  kingdom.  You  depo-  rous  laws.  They  prohibited  by  s'etute  um 
sed  kings  ;  you  restored  them ;  you  altered  the  sending  all  sorts  of  arms  into  Wales,  as  jam 
succession  to  theirsj  as  well  as  to  your  own  prohibit  by  proclamation  (with  something  umxv 
crown ;  but  you  never  altered  their  constitu-  of  doubt  on  the  legality)  the  sending  armi  to 
lion ,  the  principle  of  which  was  respected  by     America.    They  disarmed  the  Welsh  by  ■!•• 

usurpation ;  restored  with   the  restoration  of  tute,  as  you  attempted,  (but  still  with  man 

monarchy,  and  established,  I  trust,  for  ever,  by  question  on  the  legality)  to  disarm  New  Ei^ 

the  glorious  Revolution.    This  has  made  Ire-  land  by  an  instruction.    They  made  an  act  Id 

land  the  great  and  flourishing  kingdom  that  it  is ;  drag  offenders  from  Wales  into  England  fti 

and  from  a  disgrace  and  a  burthen  intolerable  trial,  as  you  have  done  (but  with  more  hard 

to  this  nation,  has  rendered, her  a  principal  diip)  with  regard  to  America.    By  another  act 

part  of  our  strength  and  ornament     This  coun-  where  one  of  the  parties  was  an  Engiishmaa. 

try  cannot  be  said  to  have  ever  formally  taxed  th^  ordained,  that  his  trial  should  be  alwayafcy 

her.    The  irregular  things  done  in  the  confu*  EInglish.    They  made  acts  to  restrain  trade, 

sion  of  mighty  troubles,  and  on  the  hinge  of  as  you  do ;  and  they  prevented  the  Welsh  fitn 

great  revolutions,  even  if  all  were  done  that  is  the  use  of  fairs  and  markets,  as  you  do  dw 

said  to  have  been  done,  form  no  example.    If  Americans  from  fisheries  and  foreign  ports,  fii 

they  have  any  c^ect  in  argument,  they  make  short,  when  the  statute-book  was  not  quite  M 

an  exception  to  prove  the  rtde.    None  of  your  much  swelled  as  it  is  now,  you  find  no  less  than 

own  liberties  could  stand  a  moment  if  the  ca-  fifteen  acts  of  penal  regulation  on  the  subject  of 

sual  deviations  fi-om  them  at  such  times,  were  Wales. 

suffered  to  be  used  as  proofi  of  their  nullity.         Here   we   rub  our  hands — A  fine  bodj  of 

By  the  lucrative  amount  of  such  casual  breaches  precedents   for   the   authority  or  parliamMl 

iu  the  constitution,  judge  what  the  stated  and  and  the  use  of  it ! — I  admit  it  fully ;  and  pnj 

fixed  rule  of  supply  has  been  in  that  kingdom,  add  likewise  to  these  precedents,  thai  afi  tu 

Your  Irish  pensioners  would  starve,  if  they  had  while,Wales  rid  this  kingdom  like  an  ineubm , 

no  other  fund  to  live  on  than  taxes  granted  by  that  it  was  an  unprofitable  and  oppressive  bar* 

English  authority.    Turn  your  eyes  to  those  then ;  and  that  an  Englishman  traveOinf  it 

popular  grants  fi-om  whence  all  your  great  sup-  that  country  could  not  go  six  yards  fimm  dM 

plies  are  come ;  and  learn  to  respect  that  only  high  road  without  being  murdered, 
source  of  public  wealth  in  the  British  empire.        The  march  of  the  human  mind  is  sloir. 

My  next  example  is  Wales.    This  country  Sir,  it  was  not,  imtil  afler  two  hundred  700% 

was  said  to  be  reduced  by  Henry  the  Third.  It  discovered,  that  by  an  eternal  law,  ProndcBM 

was  said  more  truly  to  be  so  by  Edward  the  had  decreed  vexation  to  violence ;  and  puf  ty 

First    But  though  then  conquered,  it  was  not  to  rapine.     Your  ancestors  did  bower*    id 

looked  upon  as  any  part  of  the  realm  of  Eng-  length  open  their  eyes  to  the  ill  husbandry  of 

land.    Its  old  constitution,  whatever  that  might  injustice.    They  found  that  the  tyranny  of  a 

have  been,  was  destroyed,  and  no  good  one  was  free  people  could  of  all  tyrannies  the  least  bn 

substituted  m  its  place.    The  care  of  that  tract  endured ;  and  that  \ws  made  against  a  wfacW 

was  put  into  the  hands  of  lords  marchers — a  nation  were  not  the  most  effectual  methodi  ^ 

form  of  government  of  a  very  singular  kind;  a  securing  its  obedience.    Accordingly,  in  dv 

strange  heterogeneous  monster,  something  be-  twvnty-seventh  year  of  Henry  YIII.  the  count 

iweei:  hostility  and  government ;  perhaps  it  has  was  entirely  altered.    With  a  preamble  statin| 

a  sort  of  resemblance,  aconrding  to  t*.ie  modes^  thd  entire  and  perfect  rights  of  the  crown  of 

•if  those  times,  to  that  of  commander  in  chief  at  England,  it  gave  to  the  Welsh  ail  the  luhti 

present,  to  whom  all  ciril  power  is  granted  aa  and  privileges  of  English  subjects.    A  pouti- 

■ecoodary.    The  manners  of  the  Welsh  nation  cal  order  was  established  ;  the  military  power 

followed  the  genius  of  the  government;  the  gave  way  to   the  civil;   the  marches  wvn 

people  were  ferocious,  restive,  savage,  and  un-  turned  into  counties.   But  tltat  a  nation  riMidd 

cultivated ,  sometimes  composed,  never  pnei-  have  a  right  to  English  liberties,  and  jet  ■• 

fisd.    Wales  within  itself  was  in  perpetual  diare  at  1^  in  the  fimdamental  security  of  tbcit 
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Bbertict,  the   grant  of  thoir  own  property,  leges  of  your  said  county  palatine,  as  preja* 

■eeowd  a  thing  so  incongruous  ;   that  eight  dicial  unto  the  commonwealth,  quietness,  rest, 

y9U§  after,  that  is,  in  the.  thirty-fillh  of  that  and  peace  of  your  grace's  most  bounded  suIk 

reign,  a  coixiplete  and  not  ill-proportioned  re-  jects  mhabiting  within  the  same." 

presentation   by  counties  and  boroughs  was  What  did  parliament  with  this  audacioUft 

bestowed  upon  Wales,  by  act  of  parliament,  address? — ^Reject  it  as  a  libel  ?    Treat  it  as 

Vnm  that   moment,    as    by  a  charm,    the  an  affront  to  government  ?   Spurn  it  as  a  dero- 

tannihs  subsided ;  obedience  was  restored ;  gation  firom  the  rights  of  legislature  ?    Did 

peace,  order,  and  civilization,  followed  in  the  they  toss  it  over  tlie  table  ?    Did  they  bum 

naia  of  liberty — When  the  day-star  of  the  it  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman  ? — 

Bagliah  constitution  had  arisen  in  their  hearts.  They  took  the  petition  of  grievance,  all  rug- 

dl  WW  harmony  within  and  without —  ged   as  it  was,  without    softening  or  tem- 
perament, unpurged  of  the  original  bitterness 

Simul  alba  nauiis,  and  indignation  of  complaint ;  they  made  it 

Stella refuisit,  ^^  yg~  preamble  to  their  act  of  redress, 

Defluit saxis agitaius  humor:  ^_.  ^ "^  Jl.,^i  ;,„  .,.;„„:^i«  »«  «ji  „„^  ;„  tul 

Coiiclduni  ventl  fugiunique  nubcs,  »»*  consecrated  ts  prmciplc  to  ail  ages  m  the 

Et  minax  (quod  big  volucre)  ponto  sanctuary  of  legislation. 

Unda  recumbit.  Here  is  my  third  example.    It  was  attended 

with  the  success  of  the  two  former.    Chester, 

The  Tery  same  year  the  county  palatine  of  civilized  as  well  as  Wales,  has  demonstrated 

OheHer  received  the  same  relief  from  its  op-  that  freedom  and  not  servitude  is  the  cure  of 

pnmoas,  and  the  same  remedy  to  its  disor-  anarchy ;  as  religion,  and  not  atheism,  is  the 

ien.    Before  this  time  Chester  was  litde  less  true  remedy  for  si^rstition.    Sir,  this  pattern 

dirtempered  than  Wales.    The  inhabitants,  of  C hester  was  followed  in  the  reign  of  Charles 

viriiout  rights  themselves,  were  the  fittest  to  n.  with  regard  to  the  county  palatine  of  Dur- 

dettroj  the  rights  of  others  ;  and  from  thence  ham,   which  is  my  fourth  example. .     This 

Richard  II.  drew  the  standing  army  of  archers,  county  had  long  lain  out  of  the  pale  of  free 

with  which  for  a  time  he  oppressed  England,  legislation.    So  scrupulously  was  the  example 

Tlw  people  of  Chester  applied  to  parliament  of  Chester  followed,  that  the  stylo  of  the  pre- 

il  a  petition  penned  as  1  shall  read  to  you.  amble  is  nearly  the  same  with  that  of  the 

^  To  the  King  our  sovereign  lord,  in  most  Chester   act ;   and  without  affecting  the  ab- 

iHibie  wise  shewn  unto  your  excellent  majesty,  stract  extent  of  the  authority  of  parliament,  it 

iW  inhabitants  of  your  grace's  county  palatine  recognises  the  equity  of  not  suffering  any  con- 

of  CbeaCer ;  That  where  the  said  county  pala^  siderable  district  in  which  the  Briti^  subjects 

liM  of  Chester  is  and  hath   been  always  may  act  as  a  body,  to  be  taxed  without  theif 

UdMto  exempt,  exduded  and  separated  out  own  voice  in  the  grant. 

mi  from  your  high  court  of  parliament,  to  Now  if  the  doctrines  of  policy  contained 

hafe  any  knights  and  burgesses  within  the  in  these  preambles,  and  the  force  of  these 

and  eourt ;  by  reason  whereof  the  said  inhabi-  examples  in  the  acts  of  parliaments,  avail  any 

lUa  have  hitherto  sustained  manifold  disheri-  thing,  what  can  be  said  against  applying  them 

ioai,  lones,  and  damages,  as  well  in  their  with  regard  to  America  ?    Are  not  die  people 

InAi,  goods,  and  bodies,  as  in  the  good,  civil,  of  America  as  much  Englishmen  as  the  Welsh? 

iHlpoiitie  governance  and  maintenance  of  the  The  preamble  of  the  act  of  Henry  VIII.  says, 

fwiiMSiiiwdth  of  their  said  country:  (2.)  And  the  Welsh  speak  a  language  no  way  resem- 

kt  w^mich   as  the  said  inhabitants  have  bling  that  of  his  majesty's  English  subjects. 

ihmfB  hitherto  bemi  bound  by  the  acts  and  Are  the  Americans  not  as  numerous  ?    If  we 

iMatcs  made  and  ordained  by  your  said  hi^  may  triist  the  learned  and  accurate  Judge  Bar- 

MM,  and  your  roost  noble  progenitors,  by  au-  rington's  account  of  North  Wales,  and  take 

ikoAj  of  the  said  court,  as  far  forth  as  other  that  as  a  standard  to  measure  the  rest,  tliero  is 

JOMUMe,  cities,  and  boroughs  have  been,  that  no  comparison.    The  people  cannot  amount  to 

kmm  had  their  knights  and  burgesses  within  above  200,000;  not  a  tenth  part  of  the  number 

yoor  aaid  court  of  parliament,  and  yet  have  in  the  colonies.    Is  America  in  rebellion  ? 

had  Beitiier  knight  ne  burgess  there  for  the  Wales  was  hardly  ever  free  from  it.    Have 

■aid  coonty  palatine ;  the  said  inhabitants,  for  you  attempted  to  govern  America  by  penal 

lack  thereof,  have  been  oflentimea  touched  and  statute^?    You  made  fifteen  for  Wales.    But 

frieved  with  acta  and  statutes  made  within  yoor  legislative  authority  is  perfect  with  regard 

Jm  aaid  court,  as  well  derogatory  unto  the  to  America ;  was  it  less  perfect  in  Wales, 

ancient  turisdictions.  liberties  and  privi*  Chester,  and  Durham?    But  America  is  vir- 
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tually  reproaented.    What !  does  the  electric  has  had  a  dutiful  and  ben^^dal  txenUt;  %ai 

force  of  Tirtual  ropresentation  more  easily  pass  that  experience  has  shewn  the  htn^  ^  fM 

over  the  Atlantic,  than  pervade  Wales,  which  granUf  and  the  JiMty  of  parUameiUary  taM 

lies  in  yoiir  neighbourhood ;  or  than  Chester  turn  at  a  mdhod  qf  wppiy. 

ind  Durham,  surrounded  by  abundance  of  These  solid  truths  compose  six  fimdsinnti 

representation  that  is  actual  and  palpable  ?  propoaitioas.    There  are  three  more  retohi 

But,  Sir,  your  ancestors  thought  this  sort  of  tioos  corollary  to  these.    If  you  admit  tk 

virtual  representation,  however  ample,  to  be  first  set,  you  can  hardly  reject  the  otben  B« 

totally  insufficient  (or  the  freedom  of  the  in-  if  you  admit  the  first,  I  shall  be  far  fit»  mU 

habitants  of  territories  that  are  so  near,  and  citous  whether  you  accept  or  refuse  the  \mA 

comparatively  so  inconsiderable.     How  then  I  think  these  six  massive  pillars  wiH  |»  • 

can  I  think  it  sufficient  for  those  which  are  strength  sufficient  to  support  the  tempto  o 

infinitely  greater,  and  infinitely  more  remote  ?  British  concord.    I  have  no  more  doubt  thtt 

You  will  now,  Sir,  perhaps  imagine,  that  I  1  entertain  of  my  existence,  that,  if  yoa  ad 

am  on  a  point  of  proposing  to  you  a  scheme  mitted  these,  you  would  command  an  imaw 

for  the  representatioQ  of  the  colonies  in  parlia-  diate  peace  ;  and  with  but  tolerable  firiar 

ment.    Perhaps  I  might  be  inclined  to  enters  management,  a  lasting  obedience  in  Ameriet 

tain  some  such  thou^t ;  but  a  great  flood  stops  I  am  not  arrogant  in  this  confident  assuraacs 

me  in  my  course.     Oppomtit  ndtura — ^I  cannot  The  propositions  are  all  mere  matters  of  frqt 

remove  the  eternal  barriers  of  the  creation,  and  if  they  are  such  facts  as  draw  irreautiUi 

The  thing  in  that  mode,  I  do  not  know  to  be  conclusions  even  in  the  stating,  this  is  the  pom 

Dossible.    As  I  meddle  with  no  theory,  I  do  of  truth,  and  not  any  management  of  miaa. 

not  absolutely  assert  the  imfAicticability  of  such  Sir,  I  shall  open  the  whole  plan  to  jm 

a  representation.    But  I  do  not  see  my  way  to  together  with  such  observations  on  the  moT 

it;  and  those  who  have  been  more  confident,  as  may  tend  to  illustrate  them  where  thej 

have  not  been  more  successful.    However,  the  want  ejq)lanation.    The  first  is  a  resohn ' 

arm  of  public  benevolence  is  not  shortened ;  *'  That  the  colonies  and  plantations  of 

and  there  are  often  several  means  to  the  same  Britain  in  North  America,  consisting  of 

end.    What  nature  has  disjoined  in  one  way,  teen  separate  governments,  and  containing  ti 

wisdom  may  unite  in  another.    When   we  millions  and  upwards  of  free  inhabitanta,  aw 

cannot  give  the  benefit  as  we  woukl  wish,  let  not  had  the  liberty  and  privilege  of  electing  mi 

us  not  refuse  it  altogether.    If  we  cannot  give  sending  any  knights  and  burgessM,  or  ottWl 

the  principal,  let  us  find  a  substitute.    But  to  represent  them  in  the  high  court  of  fNtfOai 

how  ?    Where  ?    What  substitute  ?  ment." — This  is  a  plain  matter  of  fact^  naea* 

Fortunately  I  am  not  obliged  for  the  ways  sary  to  be  laid  down,  and    (excepting  thi 

and  means  of  this  substitute  to  tax  my  own  description)  it  is  laid  down  in  the  lingnaga  af 

unproductive    invention.       I   am    not   even  the  constitution ;  it  is  taken  nearly  ocrtaill 

obliged  to  go  to  the  rich  treasury  of  the  fertile  from  acts  of  parliament, 

framers  of  imaginary  commonwealths ;  not  to  The  second  is  like  unto  the  first--^'  Tiai 

the  Republic  of  Plato,  not  to  the  Utopia  of  the  said  colonies  and  plantations  hava 

More ;  not  to  the  Oceana  of  Harrington.    It  is  liable  to,  and  bounden  by,  several  sii' 

before  me— It  is  at  my  feet,  and  the  rude  momt  payments,  rates,  and  taxes,  given  and 

tnadidtnhfon  it  with  hi»  clouted  $hoon,    I  only  by  parliament,  though  the  said  colooiea  aad 

wish  you  to  recognise,  for  the  theory,  the  an-  plantations  have  not  their  knights  and  Ini^ 

cient  constitutional  policy  of  this  kingdom  with  gesses,  in  the  said  high  court  of  paillaapaati 

regard  to  representation,  as  that  policy  has  of  their  own  election,  to  represent  the  oaa4i< 

been  declared  in  acti  of  parliament;  and,  as  to  tion  of  their  country;  by  lack  whereof  ikflf 

the  practice,  to  return  to  that  mode  which  an  have  been  oflentimos  touched  and  grieved  li§ 

uniform  experience  has  marked  out  to  you,  as  subsidies  given,  granted,  and  assented  lo^  m 

best ;  and  in  which  you  walked  with  security,  the  said  court,  in  a  manner  prejudicial  la  As 

advantage,  and  honour,  until  the  year  1763.  commonwealth,  quietness,  rest,  and  peaea  <Bi 

My  resolutions  therefore  mean  to  estaUidi  the  subjects  inhabiting  within  tbe^me." 

the  equity,  and  justice  of  a  taxation  of  Ame-  Is  this  description  too  hot,  or  too  cold,  lot 

rica,   by  grantf  and  not  by  imposition.    To  strong,  or  too  weak?    Does  it  arrogata  lot 

mark    the   Ugal  eompdeney   of  the   colony  much  to  the  supreme  legislature  ?     Doea  i 

assemblies  for  the  support  of  their  govemtnent  lean  too  mudi  to  the  claims  of  the  people?    U 

in  peace,  and  for  public  aids  in  time  of  war.  it  runs  into  any  of  these  errours,  the  fiuult  ii 

To  acknowledge  that  this  legal  competency  Tkot  mine.    It  is  the  language  of  your  Qiii 
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■ictf  of  parliament,    ybn  meua  hie  touched  and  grieved  by  the  dutit'j  of  1767, 

9,9edqy4BpnBoqnt  OfdUUfTutticuSfabnor'  which  were   likewise  repealed,   i/id   which, 

RfMcna.    It  is  the  genuine  ))roduca  of  the  Lord  Hillsborough  tells  yoa  (for  ll  *)  ministry) 

ancient,  rustic,  manly,  home-bred  sense  of  were  laid  contrary  to  the  true  pinciple  of 

this  country. — I  did  not  dare  to  rub  ofl*  a  par-  commerce?    Is  not  the  assurance   p^ivcn  by 

tide  of  the  venerable  rust  that  rather  adorns  that  noUe  person  to  the  colaoies  of  a  reGoU^ 

■Bd   preserves,  than  destroys  the  metal.    It  lion  to  lay  no  more  taxes  on  them,  ah  admii* 

Wuld  be  a  profanation  to  touch  with  a  tool  the  sion  that  taxes  would  touch  and  gr'.eve  them  ? 

■tones  which  construct  the  sacred  altar  of  peace.  Is  not  the  resolution  of  the  noble  lord  in  the 

I  woold  not  violate  with  modem   polish  the  blue  riband,  now  standing  on  your  journals, 

fl^gomsous  and  noble  roughness  of  these  truly  the  strongest  of  all  proofs  that  parliamentary 

eonsUtutional  materials.    Above  all  things,  I  subsidies  really  touched  and  grieved  them? 

rasolTed  not  to  be  guilty  of  tampermg,  the  Else  w^y  all  these  changes,  modifications, 

vm  rice  of  restless  and  unstable  minds.    I  repeals,  assurances,  and  resolutions? 

mj  foot  in  the  tracts  of  our  forefatliers ;  The  next  proposition  is—"  That,  from  the 

re    I    can  neither  wander  nor  stumble,  distance  of  the  said  colonies,  and  from  other 

OeCermining  to  fix  articles  of  peace,  I  #as  circumstances,  no  method  hath  hitherto  been 

VBsolTed  not  to  be  wise  beyond  what  w^as  writ-  devised  for  procuring  a  representation  in  par- 

teo ;  I  was  resolved  to  use  nothing  else  Uian  liament  for  the  said  colonies."    This  is  an 

dM  Ibrm  of  sound  words ;  to  let  others  abound  assertion  of  a  fact.    I  go  no  further  on  the 

%m  their  own  sense ;  and  carefully  to  abstain  paper ;  though  in  my  private  judgment,  an 

from  all  expressions  of  my  own.    What  the  useful   representation  is   impossible ;   I   am 

law  has  said,  I  say.    In  all  things  else  I  am  sure  it  is  not  desired  by  them ;  nor  ought  it 

~     t.     I  have  no   organ  but  for  her  words,  perhaps  by  us ;  but  I  abstain  from  opinions. 

ly  if  it  be  not  ingenious,  I  am  sure  is  safe.  The  fourth  resolution   is — "  That  each  of 

There  are    indeed    words    expressive  of  the  said  colonies  hath  within  itself  a  body, 

iermnce  in  this    second   resolution,  which  chosen  in  part,  or  in  tlie  whole,  by  the  free- 

who  are  resolved  always  to  be  in  the  men,  freeholders,    or  other   free  inhabitants 

ri^,  will  deny  to  omtain  matter  of  fact,  as  thereofjconunonly  called  the  General  Assembly, 

applied  to  the  present  case ;  although  parlia-  or  General  Court,  with  powers  legally  to  raise, 

■MOt  thought  them  true,  with  regard  to  the  levy,  and    assess,   according  to  the   several 

ooootiet  of  Chester  and  Durham.    They  will  usages  of  such  colonies,  duties  and  taxes  to- 

denj  that  the  Americans  were  ever  "  touched  wards  defraying  all  sorts  of  public  services." 

toid  nieved"  with  the  taxes.    If  they  consider  This  competence  in  tlie  colony  assemblies 

MNhmg  in  taxes  but  their  weight  as  pecuniary  is  certain.    It  is  proved  by  the  whole  tenour 

inposHioos,  there  might  be  some  pretence  (or  of  their  acts  of  supply  in  ail  the  assemblies, 

Ihit  deniaL    But  men  may  be  sorely  touched  in  which  the  constant  stylo  of  granting  is,  "  an 

udi  deeply  grieved  in  their  privileges,  as  well  aid  to  his  majesty ;"  and  acts  granting  to  the 

IS  in  their  purses.    Men  may  lose  little  in  crown   have    regularly   for    near   a   century 

property  by  the  act  which  takes  away  all  their  passed    the   public   offices   without  dispute. 

ieedom.    When  a  man  is  robbed  of  a  trifle  Those  who  have  been  pleased  paradoxically 

OS  the  hi^way,  it  is  not  the  tw(^penco  lost  to  deny  this  right,  holding  that  none  but  the 

that%oostitutes  the  capital  outrage.    This  is  Briti^  parliament  can  grant  to  the  crown,  are 

lot  eoofined    to    privileges.     Even  ancient  wished  to  look  to  what  is  done,  n§t  only  in 

indylgcnces  withdrawn,  without  offence  on  the  the  colonies,  but  in  Ireland,  in  one  uniferm 

part  of  those  who  enjoyed  such  favoyrs,  ope-  unbroken  tenour  every  sessioa    Sir,  I  am 

fats  as  grievances.    But  were  the  Americans  surprised,  that  this  doctrine  should  come  tnax 

tbm  not  touched  and  grieved  by  the  taxes,  in  some  of  the  law  servants  of  the  crown.    I  say, 

nsBS  measure,  merely  as  taxes  ?    If  so,  why  that  if  the  crown  could  be  responsible,  his 

Wire  they  almost  all,  either  wholly  repealed  majesty — ^but  certainly  the  ministers,  and  even 

sr  exceedingly    reduced  ?     Were    lliey    not  these  l%w  officers  themselves,  through  whosn 

toedied  and  grieved,  even  by  the  regulating  hands  die  acts  pass  biennially  in  Ireland,  or 

enties  of  die  sixth  of  George  II.?    Else  why  annually  in  the  colonies,  are  in  an  habitual 

vers  the  duties  first  reduced  to  one  third  in  course  of  committing   impeachable  offences. 

I1S4,  and  afterwards  to  a  third  of  tliat  third  in  What  habitual  offenders  have  been  all  presii 

the  year  1766  ?    Were  they  not  touched  and  dents  of  the  council,  all  secretaries  of  state, 

red  by  the  stamp  act?    I  shall  say  they  all  first  lords  of  trade,  all  aUomies  and  all 

»•  until  that  tax  is  revived.    Were  they  not  solicitors  general !    However  they  are  safe ; 
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•s  no  one  impeadics  them ;  and  th«re  ib  no  be  necessary  to  go  through  all  the  teatiiiiaiii* 
ground  of  charge  against  them,  except  in  their  which  your  ovi-n  records  have  given  to  the  tnA 
otvn  unfounded  theories.  of  my  resolutions.     I  will  only  refer  you  to  IIm 

The  fifth  resolution  is  also  a  resolution  of    placea  in  tho  journals : 
(ant-"  That  the  said  gcnerai  assemblies,  gene-         y^,  ^^^^j.^igth  am!  19th  May.  1757. 
ral  courts,  or  oUier  bodies  IcgaBy  qualified  as        y^^  xrviii.-Junc  1st,  1768-A|,riI  S6ih  and 
aforesaid,  have  at  sundry  limes  freely  granted  ^^^  1739--March  S6th  and 

several  Urge  subsidies  and  public  aids  for  ha  g^^j^  ^   .     -,  ^^   ^.^^^ 

majesty's  service,  accordmg  to  their  abilities,  j^  ^^  and  20il:,  1761. 

when  required  thereto  by  letter  from  one  of  his  y^  xxix.-Jan.  22d  and  26lh,  1 763-Maidi 
majesty's  principal  secretancs  of  state;  and  j^  ^^  j^ih   1763. 

that  their  right  to  grant  the  same,  and  their  '         * 

cheerfulness  and  sufficiency  in  tho  said  grants,  Sir,  here  is  the  repeated  acknowledgment  of 
have  been  at  stmdry  times  acknowledged  by  parliament,  tliat  ihe  colonies  not  only  gave,  bill 
parliament."  To  say  nothing  of  their  great  gave  to  satiety.  This  nation  has  formaUy  ac 
expenses  in  the  Indian  wars;  and  not  to  take  knowledgcd  two  things ;  first,  tliat  the  colonies 
their  exertion  in  foreign  ones,  so  high  as  the  hi^  gone  beyond  their  abilities,  parliament 
supplies  in  the  year  1695;  not  to  go  back  to  having  thought  it  necessary  tore  inOwrse  them; 
their  public  contributions  in  the  year  1710 ;  I  secondly,  that  they  had  acted  legally  and  laud 
shall  begin  to  travel  only  where  the  jounials  ably  in  their  grants  of  money,  and  their  main- 
give  me  light ;  resolving  to  deal  in  nothing  but  tenance  of  troops,  since  the  compensation  is 
fact,  authenticated  by  parliamentary  record ;     expressly  given  as  reward  and  encouragement, 

and  to  build  myself  wholly  on  that  solid  basis.  Reward  is  not  bestowed  for  acts  that  are  unlaw- 

On  tJio  fourth  of  April,  1 748,*  a  committee  ful ;  and  encouragement  is  not  held  out  to  things 

of  this  house  camo  to  the  following  resolution:  that  deserve    reprehension.     My   resolution 

(,  P      .     .  therefore  does  nothing  more  than  collect  into 

,,  rrii    .  ..  •    /i  e  »!.•  •..  one  proposition,   what  is  scattered  throurii 

"  That  it  IS  tho  opinion  of  this  committee,  „^      •     .    i        t    •  .u-       u  .  _?_ 

'I^L  ^  r.  ■    ■  ^       1  L,  *i.  *  tu  I  your  journals.     I  give  you  nothing  but  vwif 

/nor  1/ U9u<<  OTui  rea«ona6/e  that  the  several  ^ •'      .         _       *     r       •    -u  Zi. 

•',     ,.       --,         ,       .»»u  own ;  and  you  cannot  refuse  in  the  gross,  what 

provinces  and  colenies  of  Mausachusetts' Bay,  „^..  '. •'^  ^«^^   »^i  „^   i  j  ^   •     j_  -i 

'xT        TT         L-        ^  .•     .        J    Til-    I  you    have  so  often  acknowledged  m  detmu. 

New  Hampshire,  Connecticut,   and    Rhode  ^.      »._•_•         r-  .u-         u*  u      -n    u 

»,,.*..',.  *       .u      u  Tho  admission  of  this,   which  will    be  so 

Island,  be  reimbursed  the  expenses  they  have  i         _^v\     4    .u  _>       j  .  -n    •  j    ^ 

,  1  .     .  1  •  1  •      .    .u  r  honourable  to  them  and  to  you,  will,  indeed, 

been  at  m  taking  and  securing  to  the  crown  of  .    _  _,  ,  .      „  .  ui     .    •      L      iTu 

r*      .  r»  •.  •     .u    T  »     1    r  ^       -d    .  j  be  mortal  to  all  the  miserable  stoncs,  by  which 

Ureat  Britain,  tho  Island  of  Cape  Breton  and  ,.  #.,,  . ,   ,         i    u        i. 

.,,.,,  ^  the  passions  of  tho  misguided  people  have  been 

^  engaged  in  an  unhappy  system.    The  people 

These  expenses  were  immense  for  such  coIo-  heard,  indeed,  from  the  beginning  of  these  dis* 

nies.     They  were  above  £.200,000  sterling;  putes,  one  thing  continually  dinned  in  their 

money  first  raised  and  advanced  on  their  pub-  ears,  that  reason  and  justice  demanded,  diH 

lie  credit.  the  Americans,  who  paid  no  taxes,  should  bn 

On  the  28th  of  Januar)',  1756,t  a  message  compelled  to  contribute.    How  did  that  &ct  oC 

from  the  king  camo  to  us,  to  this  eflfect — *'  His  their  paying  nothing,  stand,  when  the  tuing 

majesty,  being  sensible  of  the  zeal  and  vigour  system  began  ?    When  Mr.  Grrenville  b^jsn 

with  which  his  faithful  subjects  of  certain,  colo-  to  form  his  system  of  American  revenift,  Im 

nies  in  Nsrth  America  have  exerted  themselves  stated  in  this  house,  that  the  odonies  wers 

in  defence  of  hb  majesty's  just  rights  and  pos-  then  in  debt  two  million  six  hundred  thntM^fni 

sessions,  recommends  it  to  this  house  to  take  pounds  sterling  money ;  and  was  of  opinion 

the  Kime  into  their  consideration,  and  to  enable  they  would  discharge  that  debt  in  (bur  jream. 

his  majesty  to  give  them  such  assistance  as  On  this  state,  those  untaxed  people  were  acttt> 

may  be  a  proper  reward  and  encouragement"  ally  subject  to  the  payment  of  taxes  to  the 

On  the  Sd  (^  February,  1756,|  the  house  amount  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  a 

came  to  a  suitable  resolution,  expressed  in  year.     In  fact,  however,  Mr.  GrenviUe  wms 

words  nearly  the  same  as  those  of  the  message:  mistaken.     The  funds  given  for  sinking  th* 

Dot  with  the  further  addition,  that  tho  money  debt  did  not  prove  quite  so  ample  as  both  tiiti 

th«i  voted  was  an  eneoMrog-emen/  to  tho  colonies  colonies  and  he  expected.     The  caloufattioii 

to  exert  themselves  with  vigour.    It  will  not  was  too  sanguine :  the  reduction  was  not  ooin> 

pleted  till  some  years  aAer,  and  at  difierant 

♦  Journals  of  the  House.  Vol.  xxv.  ^""^  »«  different  colonies.     Howevw,   thn 

\  Ibid.  Vol.  xxvU.       t  Ibid.  VoU  xxvii.  taxes  aOer  the  war  continued  too  great  to 
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Mj  tdifition,  wMi  pradeace  or  propriety;  and  granting  certam  duties  in  the  British  oolooiet 

friisn  the  burthens  inqxMed  in  consequence  of  and  plantations  in  America;  for  allowing  a 

ibtmar  requisitions  were  dischaiged,  our  tone  drawback  of  the  duties  of  mistoms  upon  the 

became  too  high  to  resort  again  to  requisition,  exportation  from  this  kingdom,  of  co^ee  and 

No  colony,  'since  that  time,  ever  has  had  any  cocoa-^uts  of  the  produce  of  the  said  colonies 

raquisition  whatsoever  made  to  it.  or  plantations ;  for  discontinuing  the  drawbacks 

'We  see  the  sense  of  the  crown,  and  the  payable  on  china  earthenware  exported  to 
anse  of  parliament,  on  the  productive  nature  America ;  and  for  more  effectually  preventing 
at  a  nvame  by  grant.  Now  search  the  same  the  clandestine  running  of  goods  in  the  said 
journals  for  the  produce  of  the  revemu  b^  ra^po'  cokmies  and  plantations.^— Aiid  that  it  may  be 
tilioRi — Where  is  it?— 4et  us  know  the  volume  proper  to  repeal  an  act,  made  in  the  fourteen tli 
■ad  the  page-^what  is  the  gross,  what  is  the  year  of  the  reign  of  his  fH^sent  majesty,  inti- 
Bflt  produce?— to  what  service  is  it  applied?  tuled,  An  act  to  discontinue,  in  such  manner, 
•—how  have  you  appropriated  its  surplus  ?—  and  for  such  time,  as  are  therein  mentioned, 
What,  can  none  of  the  many  skilful  indei^  the  landing  and  discharging,  lading  or  shipping. 
Aakers,  that  we  are  now  employing,  find  any  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  at  the  town 
mce  of  it  ?-yWeU,  let  them  and  that  rest  toge-  and  within  the  harbour  of  Boston,  in  the  pro- 
wler.— But  are  the  journals,  which  say  nothing  vince  of  Massachusetts'  Bay.  in  North  Ame- 
of  the  revenue,  as  silent  on  the  discontent?  Oh  rica. — ^And  that  it  may  be  pit>per  to  repeal  an 
no !  a  child  may  find  it.  It  is  the  melanchdy  act,  made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign 
terthen  and  blot  of  every  page.  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled.  An  act  for  the 

I  think  then  I  am,  from  those  journals,  justi-  inqmrtial  adminbtration  of  justice,  in  the  cases 

fiid  in  the  sixth  and  last  resolution,  whidi  is —  of  persons  questioned  for  any  acts  done  by 

*'  That  it  hath  been  found  by  experience,  that  them,  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  or  for  tho 

dbe  manner  of  granting  the  said  supplies  and  suppression  of  riots  and  tumults,  in  the  province 

aids,  by  the  said  general  assemblies,  hath  been  Massachusetts'  Bay,  in  New  England. — And 

more  agreeable  to  the  said  colonies,  and  more  .  that  it  may  be  proper  to  repeal  an  act,  made  in 

beaeficiai,  and  conducive  to  the  public  service,  the  fourteenth  year  of  tlio  reign  of  his  present 

duui  the  mode  of  giving  and  granting  aids  in  majesty,  intitule^..  An  act  for  the  better  regu- 

pariiament,  to  bo  raised  and  paid  in  the  said  lating  the  government  of  tho  province  of  Mas- 

oofenies."    This  makes  the  whole  of  the  fun-  sachusetts'  Bay,  in  Newfngland. — And,  also, 

dunental  part  of  the  plan.    The  conclusion  is  that  it  may  be  proper  to  explain  and  amend 

irresistible.    You  cannot  say,  that  you  ^ere  an  act,  made  in  die  thirty-fifth  year  of  the  reign 

dkiTen  by  any  necessity  to  an  exercise  of  the  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  mtituled.  An  act 

otmost  rights  of  legislature.    Tou  cannot  as-  for  the  trial  of  treasons  committed  out  of  the 

•art,  that  you  took  on  yourselves  the  task  of  kiag's  dominions." 

imposing  colony  taxes,  fi^  the  want  of  another        I  wish,  Sir,  to  repeal  tho  Boston  Port  Bill ! 

lagal  body,  that  is  competent  to  the  purpose  of  because  (independently  of  tlio  dangerous  pre- 

■l^lying  the  exigencies  of  the  stale  without  cedent  of  suspending  the  rights  of  the  subject 

wounding  the  prejtKiices  of  the  people.  Neither  during  the  king's  pleasure)  it  was  passed,  as  I 

is  it  true  that  the  body  so  qualified,  and.  having  iq)prehcnd,  with  less  regularity,  and  on  more 

tfiat  competence,  had  neglected  the  duty.  (nrtial  principles,  tiian  it  ought.    The  corpo- 

The  question  now,  on  all  this  accumulated  ration  of  Boston  was  not  heard  before  it  was 

natter,  is  ; — whether  you  will  choose  to  abide  condemned.    Other  towns,  foil  as  guilty  as  she 

llja  profitable  experience,  or  a  mischievous  was,  have  not  had  their  ports  blocked  up.  Even 

tbeory ;  whether  you  choose  to  build  on  imagi-  the  restraining  bill  of  the  present  session  does 

nation  or  fact ;  whether  you  prefer  enjoyment  not  go  to  the  length  of  the  Boston  Port  Act. 

or  hope ;  satisfaction  in  your  subjects,  or  dis-  The  same  ideas  of  prudence,  which  induced 

content?  you  not  to  extend  equal  punishment  to  equal 

If  these  propositions  are  accepted,  every  guilt,  even  when  you  were  punishing,  induce 

thing  which  has  been  made  to  enforce  a  con-  me,  who  mean  not  to  chastise,  but  to  reconcile, 

tiary  system,  must,  I  take  it  for  granted,  fall .  to  bo  satisfied  with  the  punishment  already 

ahiog  with  it.    On  that  ground,  I  have  drawn  partially  inflicted. 

die  following  resolution,  which,  when  it  comes        Ideas  of  prudence,  and  accommodatlor  to 

to  be  moved,  will  naturally  be  divided  in  a  pro-  circumstamces,  prevent  you  fiom  taking  away 

par  manner :  "  That  it  may  be  proper  to  repeal  the  chartera  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island, 

KB  act,  made  in  the  seventh  year  of  the  rei|n  as  you  have  taken  away  that  of  Massachusetts* 

of  hii  present  majesty,  intitiiled,  An  act  for  Colony,  though  the  crown  b  as  tar  less  power  io 

Vol.  I.— 16 
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the  two  former  prorinoM  than  it  enjc^ed  in  die  ftnthorized  by  the  fSth  chap,  of  the  4di  ^ 

latter;  and  though  the  abuses  have  been  fiill  at  George  the  Third  ^ia  such  a  manner  as  to  nak/ 

great,  and  as  flagrant,  in  the  exempted  as  intlie  the  same  more  oomroodious  to  those  who  mt% 

punished.    The  same  reasons  of  prudence  and  or  are  sued,  in  the  said  courts,  and  to  proridi 

aocommodatioQ  hare  weight  with  roe' in  re-  for  the  more  decent  maintenance  of  tbejoi^ii 

storing  the  charter  of  M  asrachusetts*  Bay .  Be-  in  the  same." 

•ides.  Sir,  the  act  which  changes  the  charter  of  These  courts  I  do  not  wish  to  take  away 

Massachusetts  is  in  many  particulars  so  excep-  they  are  in  themsehres  proper  estabUahments.' 

tiooaUe,  that  if  I  did  not  wish  absolutely  to  r^  This  court  is  one  of  the  capital  securities  of  the 

peal,  I  would  by  all  means  desire  to  alter  it ;  as  act  of  navigation.  The  extent  of  its  jurisdictioo, 

several  of  its  provisions  tend  to  the  subversion  indeed,  has  been  increased ;  but  this  is  ahoge» 

of  all  public  and  private  justice.    Such,  among  ther  as  proper,  and  is,  indeed,  on  many  accounts, 

others,  is  the  power  in  the  govemour  to  change  more  eligible,  where  new  powers  were  wanted,     « 

the  sheriff  at  his  pleasure ;  and  to  make  a  new  than  a  court  absolutely  new.     But  courts  in-     - 

returning  officer  for  every  special  cause.    It  is  commodiously  situated,  in  eflTect,  deny  justice ;    « 

shameful  to  behold  such  a  regulation  standing  and  a  court,  partaking  in  the  fruits  of  itm  own    m 

among  English  laws.  condemnation,  is  a  robber.      ^he  congicss   a 

The  act  for  bringing  persons  accused  of  com-  complain,  and  complain  justly  of  this  gii»>   <- 

mitting  murder  under  the  orders  of  government  vance.^ 

to  England  for  trial,  is  but  temporary.    That  These  are  the  three  consequential  pin^x)n-     • 

act  has  calculated  the  probable  duration  of  our  tions.    I  have  thought  of  two  or  three  more;  s 

quarrel  with  the  colonics ;  and  is  accommodated  but  they  came  rather  too  near  detail,  and  to   « 

to  that  supposed  duration.    I  would  hasten  the  the  fHX>vince  of  executive  government,  whidb  I    Z 

happy  moment  of  reconciliation ;  and  therefore  wish  parliament  always  to  supmntMid,  nevflr"' 

must,  on  my  principle,  get  rid  of  that  most  to  assume.    If  the  firat  six  are  granted,  oo»- 

justly  obnoxious  act.  gniity  will  carry  the  latter  three.    If  not,  th^ 

The  act  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  for  the  trial  of  things  that  remain  unrepealed,  will  be,  I  bofw^ 

treasons,  I  do  not  mean  to  take  away,  but  to  rather  unseemly  incumbrances  oo  the  bufldiaif, 

confine  it  to  its  proper  bounds  and  original  than  very  materially  detrimental  to  its  alieugda 

intention ;    to  make  it  expressly  for  trial  of  and  stability, 

treasons  (and  the  greatest  treasons  may  be  Here,  Sir,  I  shouU  close ;  but  that  I  plainly 

committed)  in  places  where  the  jurisdiction  of  perceive   some  objections  remain,   which  I 

the  crown  docs  not  extend.  ought,  if  possible,  to  remove.    The  firat  wiB 

Having  guarded  the  privileges  of  local  legiiH  be,  that,  in  resorting  to  the  doctrine  of  our  an* 

lature,  I  would  next  secure  to  the  colonies  a  cestore,  as  contain^  in  the  preamble  to  the 

fair  and  unbiassed  judicature  ;  for  which  pur-  Chester  act,  I  prove  too  much ;  that  the  grioi 

pose,  Sir,  I  propose  the  following  resolution :  vance  fi^m  a  want  of  representation  stated  ill 

"  That,  from  the  time  when  the  general  assem-  that  preamble,  goes  to  the  whole  of  legislacka 

bly  or  general  court  of  any  colony  or  plantation  &a  well  as  to  taxation.    And  that  the  coloniei 

in  North  America,  shall  have  appointed  by  act  grounding  themselves  upon  that  doctrine,  wlQ 

of  assembly,  duly  confirmed,  a  settled  salary  to  Apply  it  to  all  parts  of  legidative  authority, 

the  offices  of  the  chief  justice  and  other  judges  To  this  objection,  with  all  possible  deiereaoe 

of  the  superiour  court,  it  may  be  prr^er,  that  and  humility,  and  wishing  as  little  as  any  man 

the  said  diief  justice  and  other  judges  of  the  living  to  impair  the  smallest  particle  of  oar 

superiour  courts  of  such  colony,  shall  h(^  his  supreme  authority,  I  answer,  tliat  the  werdt  «v 

and  their  office  and  offices  during  their  good  be-  the  words  qf  parliament,  and  not  mine ;  and,  that 

haviour ;  and  shall  not  be  removed  therefrom,  all  false  and  inconclusive  inferences,  drawn 

but  when  the  said  removal  shall  be  adjudged  by  from  them,  are  not  mine ;  for  I  heartily  disclaim 

his  majesty  in  council,  upon  a  hearing  on  com-  any  such  inference.    I  have  chosen  the  wonis 

plaint  from  the  general  assembly,  or  on  a  com-  of  an  act  of  parliament,  which  Mr.  GrenviOe, 

plaint  from  the  govemour,  or  counsel,  or  the  surely  a  tolerably  zealous  and  very  judkiooi 
houseofrepresentativesseverally,  of  the  colony  'advocate  for  the  sovereignty  of  paj^iaraent, 

in  which  the  said  chief  justice  and  other  judges  formerly  moved  to  have  read  at  your  table,  ii 
have  exercised  the  said  offices.^ 

The  next  resolution  relates  to  the  courts  of  *  The  SolicitorOeneral  informed  Mr.B.  when 

admiralty  ^^^  resolutions  were  separately  moved,  that  ths 

I.  i.  .ii.:-'.  That  it  maybe  p«,pc,  t,  regu-  ^'^'"n^llL'iir&r'^:;!:^^/^^^ 

late  the  courts  of  admuralty,  or  vice  admiraliyi  coriiip'^ly  the  resoluUou  was  amended. 
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Qoofirmation  of  his  tenets.  It  is  true,  that  of  a  great  empire  too  dear,  to  pfty  for  it  all 
Lord  Chatham  considered  these  preambles  as  essential  rights,  and  all  the  intrinsic  dignity  of 
declaring  strongly  in  favour  of  his  opinioni^  human  nature.  None  of  us  who  would  not 
He  was  a  no  less  powerful  advocate  for  the  risk  his  life,  rather  than  fall  under  a  govem- 
privileges  of  the  Americans.  Ought  I  not  from  ment  purely  arbitrary.  But,  although  there 
hence  to  presume,  that  these  preambles  are  as  are  some  among  us  who  think  <Hir  constitution 
fitvourable  as  possible  to  both,  when  properly  wants  many  improvements,  to  make  it  a  corn- 
understood  ;  favourable  both  to  the  rights  of  plete  system  of  liberty,  perhaps  none  who  are 
pariiaroent,  and  to  the  privilege  of  the  de-  of  that  opini(Hi  would  think  it  right  to  aim  at 
pendencies  of  this  crown  ?  But,  Sir,  the  ob-  such  improvement,  by  disturbmg  his  country, 
Ject  of  grievance  in  my  resc^ution,  ^have  not  and  risking  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  him.  lu 
taken  from  the  Chester,  but  from  the  Durham  every  arduous  enterprise,  we  consider  what  wo 
•ct,  which  confines  the  hardship  of  want  of  are  to  lose,  as  well  as  what  we  are  to  gain ;  and 
representationf  to  the  case  of  subsidies ;  and  the  more  and  better  stake  of  liberty  every  peo- 
which  tl^efore  faUs  in  exactly  with  the  case  pie  possess,  the  less  they  will  hazard  in  a  vain 
of  the  colonies.  But  whether  the  unrepre-  attempt  to  make  it  more.  These  are  the  cords 
aented  counties  were  dejurcy  or  dsfaetoy  bound,  qfman.  Man  acts  fh>m  adequate  motives  re- 
the  preaunbles  do  not  accurately  dittinguish ;  lative  to  his  interest ;  and  not  on  metaphysical 
nor  indeed  was  it  necessary;  for  whether  d^  speculations.  Aristotle,  the -great  master  of 
/icre,  or  defactOj  the  legislature  thought  the  ex-  reasoning,  cautions  us,  and  with  great  jveight 
erciso  of  the  power  of  taxing,  as  of  right,  at  as  and  propriety,  against  this  species  of  delusive 
of  &ct  without  right,  equally  a  grievance,  and  geometrical  accuracy  in  moral  arguments,  as 
equally  oppressive.  Die  most  fallacious  of  all  sophistry. 

I  do  not  know,  that  the  colonies  have,  in  any  The  Americans  will  have  no  interest  contrarv 
general  way,  or  in  any  cool  hour,  gone  much  to  t^  grandeur  and  glory  of  England,  when 
beyond  the  demand  of  inununity  in  relation  to  they  are  not  oppressed  by  the  weight  of  it ;  and 
taxes.    It  is  not  fair  to  judge  of  the  temper  or  they  will  rather  be  inclined  to  respect  the  acts 
dispositions  of  any  man,  or  any  set  of  men,  of  a  superintending  legislature  ;  when  they  see 
when  they  are  composed  and  at  rest,  from  their  them  the  acts  of  that  power,  which  is  itself  the 
conduct,  or  their  expressions,  in  a  state  of  dis-  security,  not  the  rival,  of  their  secondary  im- 
turbance  and  irritation.    It  is  besides  a  vehy  portance.    In  tliis  assurance,  my  mind  most 
great  mistake  to  imagine,  that  mankind  follow  perfectly  acquiesces ;  and  I  confess,  I  feel  not 
up  practically  any  speculative  principle,  either  the  least  alarm,  from  the  discontents  which  are 
of  government  or  of  freedom,  as  far  as  it  will  to  arise,  from  putting  people  at  their  ease  ; 
go  in  argument  and  logical  illation.    We  Eng-  nor  do  I  apprehend  the  destruction  of  this  em- 
lishmen  stop  very  short  of  the  principles  upon  pire,  from  giving,  by  an  act  of  free  grace  and  in- 
which  we  support  any  given  part  of  our  consti-  dulgcnce,  to  two  nullions  of  my  fellow-citizens, 
tntion;  or  even  thj  whole  dC  it  ^ogedier.    I  some  share  of  those  rights,  upon  which  I  have 
could  easily,  if  I  had  not  already  tired  you,  always  been  taught  to  value  myself. 
give  you  very  striking  and  convincing  instances  It  is  said,  indeed,  that  this  power  of  graimng, 
of  it.    This  is  nothing  but  what  is  natural  and  vested  in  American  assemblies,  would  dissolve 
proper.    All  government,  indeed  every  human  the  unity  of  the  empire  ;  which  was  preserved, 
Itenefit  and  enjoyment,  every  virtue,  and  every  entire,  although  Wales,  and  Chester,  and  Dur- 
prudent  act,  is  founded  on  compromise  and  ham,  were  added  to  it.     Truly,  Mr.  Speaker, 
barter.    We  balance  inconveniences ;  we  give  I  do  not  know  what  this  unity  means  ;  nor  has 
and  taike ;  we  remit  some  rights,  that  we  may  it  ever  been  heard  of,  that  I  know,* in  the  con- 
enjoy  others ;  and,  we  choose  rather  to  be  stitutional  policy  of  this  country.    The  very 
happy  citizens,  than  subtle  disputants.    As  we  idea  of  subordination  of  parts,  excludes  this 
must  give  away  some  natural  liberty,  to  enjoy  notion  of  simple  and  undivided  imity.   England 
civil  advantages ;  ao  we  must  sacrifice  some  is  the  head ;  but  she  is  not  the  head  and  the 
civil  liberties,  for  the  advantages  to  be  derived  members  too.    Ireland  has  ever  had  from  the 
from  the  communion  and  fellowship  of  a  great  beginning  a  separate,  but  not  an  independent, 
empire.      But  in  all  fiur  dealings  the  thing  legislature ;  which,  far  from  distracting,  pro- 
bought  must  bear  some  proportion  to  the  pur-  moted  the  union  of  the  whole.    Every  thing 
chase  paid.    None  will  barter  away  the  im-  was  sweetly  and  harmoniously  disposed  through 
mediate  jewel  of  his  soul.     Though  a  great  both  islands  for  the  conservaticm  of  English 
house  is  apt  to  make  slaves  haughty,  yet  it  is  dominion,  and  the  communication  of  English 
purchasing  a  part  of  the  artificial  importance  liberties.    I  do  not  see  that  the  same  principles 
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mi^jbt  not  b«  carried  ifllo  tireiitj  uboidt,  flid  ob  wb«t  grounds  can  you  ddiberate  thhM  \fh 

wi'ix  the  same  good  effect    Thu  is  mjr  laodel  Ibreorafter  the  proposition?  Too cannolhaB 

with  regard  to  America,  as  fiir  as  the  intefiial  the  eomsel  for  aU  these  provinces,  niiiinWng 

rjrcumstances  of  the  two  countries  are  tike  eadi  on  its  own  quantity  of  payment,  wad  li 

vme.    I  know  no  other  unity  of  this  empire,  proportion  to  othera.    If  you  sbodd  *«*—^  ii, 

(nan  I  can  draw  from  its  example  during  these  fh»  oomnittee  of  provindal  wiys  aad  omhb, 

periods,  when  it  seoned  to  my  poor  understand-  or  by  whatever  other  name  it  wiH  deli|^lo 

ing  more  united  than  it  is  now,  <r  tfuuE  it  is  be  caUed,  must  swallow  t^  all  the  tMBB  of 

iikdy  to  be  by  the  present  mifhodi.  parliament. 

Butsincelspeak  of  thmemsthodf,  Ireeol-        Thirdly,  it  does  not  give  satisfactka  toms 

lect,  Mr.  Speaker,  almost  too  late,  that  I  pro-  ^omphuftt  of  the  colonies.    Thej  ooe^lMiy 

miasdf  oeTore  I  finished,  to  say  something  of  that  they  are  taxed  without  their  ronstin;  md 

^e  proposition  of  the  ndble  lonl*  on  the  floor,  answer,  that  you  wiH  fix  the  smnat  ^rriucfa  mtf 

which  has  been  so  lately  received,  and  stands  shall  be  taxed.    That  is,  you  give  them  film 

rjn  your  journals.    I  must  be  deeply  cuocemed,  very  grievance  for  the  remedy.    T<»  teM  fhtm, 

whenever  it  is  my  misfortune  to  continue  a  indeed,  that  you  will  leave  the  num  to  tfao^ 

difierence  with  the  majority  of  this  house,  selves.    I  rmlly  beg  pardon :  it  gires  me 

But  as  the  reasons  for  that  difiTerence  are  my  to  mendlon  it;  bat  you  must  be  sensible 

apology  for  thus  troubling  you,  suffer  me  to  you  will  not  perform  this  part  of  the 

state  thero  in  a  very  few  words.    I  riiall  com-  For,  suppose  the  ooknies  were  to  lay  the  i 

press  them  into  as  small  a  body  as  I  possibly  which  furnished  their  contingent,  upon  the  ii 

can,  having  already  debated   that  matter  at  portation  of  your  manufactures ;  jrou  know  |i 

large,  when  the  question  was  before  the  com-  would  never  sufier  such  a  tax  to  be  laid.     z« 

mittee.  know  too,  that  you  would  not  suffer  many 

First,  then,  I  cannot  admit  that  prop#ition  modes  of  taxation.    So  that,  when  yoo 

of  a  raasom  by  auction ; — because  it  is  a  mere  to  explain  yourself,  it  will  be  found,  dat 

f)roject.    It  is  a  thing  new;  unheard  of;  sup-  will  neither  leave  to  themselves  the 

f>orted  by  no  experience  ;  justified  by  no  ana-  nor  the  mode ;  nor  indeed  any  thing.    Tht 

logy ;  without  example  of  our  ancestors,  or  whole  is  delusion  fiiom  one  end  to  the 
root  in  the  constitution.  Fourthly,  this  method  of  ransom  by 


It  is  neither  regular  parliamentary  taxation,     imless  it  be  univenaUtf  accepted^  wiH  piBMi 


nor  colony  grant.    Experimentum  m  oprpore  you  into  great  and  inextricable 

eifi,  is  a  good  rule,  which  will  ever  make  me  what  year  of  our  Lor  dare  the  proportkofaf 

adverse  to  any  trial  of  experiments  on  what  is  payments  to  be  settled?    To  say  nolhii^  af 

certainly  the  most  valuable  of  all  subjects ;  the  the  impossibility  that  colony  agenle  afaooild  hue 

peace  of  this  empire.  genend  powers  of  taxing  the  oolonies  attlHir 

Secondly,  it  is  an  experiment  which  must  be  discretion ;  consider,  I  implore  you,  tint  tfM 

fatal  in  the  end  to  our  omstitution.    For  what  communication  by  special  m 

is  iibut  a  scheme  for  taxing  the  colonies  in  between  these  agents  and  their 

the  anti-chamber  of  the  noble  lord  and  his  sue-  each  variation  of  the  case,  when  the 

cessors?    To  settle  the  quotas  and  proportions  come  to  contend  together,  and  to 

in  this  house,  is  clearly  impossible.    You,  Sir,  their  relative  proportions,  will  be  a  matter  «f 

may  flatter  yourself,  you  shall  sit  a  state  aoo  delay,  perplexity,  and  confusion,  Uiat  never  cii 

tioneer,  with  your  hammer  in  your  hand,  and  have  an  end. 

knock  down  to  each  colony  as  it  bids.    But  to        If  all  the  odooi«e  do  not  appear  at  tSie  (Ml* 

settle  (on  the  plan  laid  down  by  the  noble  lord)  cry,  what  b  the  conditioc  :f  tfawe  aawiuliMm 

tas  jue  proportional  payment  for  four  or  five  who  offer,  by  themselves  <Mr  their  agrte#|  j^ 

and  twenty  governments,  according  to  the  al^  tax  themselves  up  to  your  ideas  of  Uieir  pio- 

s(Jute  and  the  relative  wealth  of  eadi,  and  ao-  portion  ?   The  refiiurtory  colonies,  who  roitaM 

cording  to  the  British  proportion  of  wealth  and  all  composition,  will  remain  taxed  only  to  J9m 

burthen,  is  a  wild  and  diimerical  notion.  This  old  impositions,  which,  however  grievOBi  fm. 

new  taxation  must  therefore  come  in  by  the  princifrfe,  are  trifling  as  to  production.    Tito 

back-door  of  the  constitution.      Each  quota  obedient  colonies  in  this  scheme  are  beaifSj 

must  be  brought  to  this  house  ready  formed ;  taxed ;    the  refractory  remain  tmburtfianed. 

you  can  neither  add  nor  alter.     You  must  What  will  you  do?    Will  you  lay  new  and 

register  it.    You  can  do  nothing  further.    For  hearier  taxes  by  parliament  on  thedisobeifieai  1 

Pray  consider  in  what  way  you  can  do  it.   T«n 

*  Lord  Nonh.  are  perfoctly  convinced  that  in  the  wnTof  ft» 
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ig  jmcuido  nothing  but  at  the  ports.  Now  Instead  of  a  Btaildfaifr«v6iMie,joa  will  thor^ 

Mippon  it  is  Virginia  that  reftises  to  appear  at  fore  have   a  perpetual  quarrel.    Indeed  the 

four  aactioo,  while  Maryland  and  North  Ca-  noble  lord,  who  proposed  this  project  of  a  ra»> 

Rrfma  bid  handsomely  for  their  ransom,  and  are  som  by  auction,  seemed  himself  to  be<  of  that 

tttxod  to  your  quota ;  How  wUl  you  put  these  opinion.    His  project  was  rather  designed  for 

rvluiuM  on  a  par?   Will  you  tax  the  tobacco  breaking  the  union  of  the  colonies,  than  fot 

^  'Virginia  ?   If  you  do,  you  give  its  death-  establishing  a  revenue.    He  confessed,  he  ap- 

vv^Hud  to  your  English  revenue  at  home,  and  prehendod  that  his  proposal  would  not  be  to 

to   cae  of  the  very  greatest  articles  of  jrour  f^str  taate.    I  say,  this  scheme  of  disunion 

fiittsop  trade.    If  you  tax  tho  import  of  that  seems  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  project ;  for  I 

^•livffioas  colony,  ^nhaX  do  you  tax  but  your  will  not  su^iect  that  the  noble  l<Nrd  meant 

OWB  mano&ctures,  or  the  goods  of  some  other  nothing  but  merely  to  ddude  the  nation  by  an 

pbedicot,  and  already  well  taxed  c(^ony  ?  Who  airy  phantom  which  he   never  intended  to 

said  one  word  on  this  labyrinth  of  detail,  realize.    But  whatever  his  views  maybe;  as 

bewilders  you  more  uid  more  as  you  I  propose  the  peace  and  union  of  the  colonics 

into  it?    Who  has  presented,  who  can  as  the  very  foundation  of  my  plan,  it  cannot 

at  you,  with  a  clue  to  lead  you  out  of  it  7  accord  with  ono  whose  foundation  is  perpetual 

I  think.  Sir,  it  is  impossible,  that  you  should  discord. 

itotracoOect  that  the  colony  bounds  are  so  im-  Compare  tho  two.    This  I  ofibr  to  give  you 

pjinatsd  in  one  another  (you  know  it  by  your  is  plain  and  simple.    The  other  full  of  per- 

<Mbere^»eriments  in  the  bill  for  prohibiting  the  plexed  and  intricate  mazes.    This  is  mild; 

Nsfir  England  fisheiy)  that  you  can  lay  no  that  harsh.    This  is  found  by  experience  effec- 

restraints  on  almost  any  of  them  which  tual  for  its  purposes ;  the  other  is  a  new  pro> 

lot  be  presently  eluded,  if  you  do  not  con-  ject.    This  ia  universal ;  the  other  calculated 

the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  and  burthen  for  ceftain  colonies  only.    This  is  immediate 

whom,  iqxNH  every  princi^o,  you  ought  in  its  conciliatory  operation ;  the  other  remote, 

HeHnente.   He  must  be  grossly  ignorant  of  contingent,  foil  of  hazard.    Mine  is  what  bo- 

Ansrioa,  mbo  thinks,  that,  without  falling  into  comes  the  dignity  of  a  riiling  people ;  gratuitous, 

diBeoafasion  of  all  rules  of  equity  and  policy,  unconditicuial,  and  not  held  out  as  matter  of 

fn  can  restrain  any  single  colony,  especially  bargain  and  sale.    I  have  done  my  duty  in 

Vii|iiiiaand  Maryland,  the  central €nd  most  proposing  it  to  you.    I  have  indeed  tired  you 

■portantof  them  aU.  hy  a  k>ng  discourse ;  but  this  is  the  misfortune 

Let  it  also  be  considered,  that,  either  in  the  of  those  to  whose  influence  nothing  will  be 

pnseM  oonfusion  you  settle  a  permanent  con-  conceded,  and  who  must  win  every  inch  of 

tiifnt,  which  will  and  must  be  trifling ;  and  their  ground  by  argument.    You  have  heard 

tbn  yon  have  no  efiectual  revenue:  or  you  me  with  goodness.    May  you  decide  with  wis- 

■HifT  tha  quota  at  every  exigency;  and  then  dom !  For  my  part,  I  feel  my  mind  greatly  dis- 

CB  sswy  new  reparation  you  will  have  a  new  burthened  by  what  I  have  done  to-day.    I  have 

been  the  less  fearful  of  trying  your  patience, 
ta,  that  when  you  have  fixed  a  because  on  this  subject  I  mean  to  spare  it 
I  for  every  colony,  you  have  not  provided  altogether  in  future.    I  have  this  comfort, 
far  pranpl  and  punctiial  payment.    Suppose  that  in  every  stage  of  the  American  aflairs,  I 
€My  two>  five,  ten  years  anrears.    You  cannot  have  steadily  opposed  the  measures  that  have 
iMlt  a  tieasury  extent  against  the  (ailing  produced  tho  confusion,  and  may  bring  on  the 
etlony.    Yon  must  make  new  Boston  port  destruction,  of  this  empire.    I  now  go  so  far 
Wkf  naw  reetraining  laws,  new  acts  for  drag-  as  to  risk  a  proposal  of  my  own.    If  I  cannot 
Mi^  to  England  for  trial    You  must  give  peace  tu  my  country;  I  give  it  to  my  con- 
out  new  fleets,  new  armies.    AU  is  to  science. 

■gain.    From  this  day  forward  the  en>-  But  what  (says  the  financier)  is  peace  to  us 

fne  ii  never  to  know  an  hour's  tranquillity,  without  money  ?   Your  plan  gives  us  no  reve- 

Ab  intiif*iff  fire  will  be  kept  alive  in  the  nue.    No !  But  it  doe»— For  it  secures  to  the 

hewA  of  the  colonies,  which  one  time  or  subject  the  power  of  REFUSAL ;  the  first  of 

ellMr  HHt  consume  this  whole  en^)ire.     I  all  revenues.    Experience  is  a  cheat,  and  fact 

dbw  ^»*<*>*»«*  that  the  empire  of  Gtermany  raises  a  liar,  if  this  power  in  tho  subject  of  propor- 

nne  and  her  troops  br  quotas  uid  con-  tioning  his  grant,  or  of  not  granting  at  all,  has 

■  bnt  the  revenue  of  the  empire,  and  not  b^n  found  the  richest  mine  of  revenue 

of  the  empire,  is  the  worst  revenusi  ever  discovered  by  the  skill  or  by  the  for- 

amv«  hi  the  wcrid. .  tune  of  man.    It  does  not  mdeed  vote  joo 
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£.152,750:  ll:2|ths,nor  any  other  paltry  limited  as  I  think  it  would  not  only  be  ad   «cl  «i 

sum. — But  it  gires  the  strong  box  itsefi  the  injustice,  but  would  be  the  worst  oecoDomiy  i 

fund,  the  bank,  from  whence  only  revenues  can  the  world,  to  compd  the  colonies  to  a  MB 

arise  among  a  people  sensible  of  freedom :  certain,  either  in  the  way  of  ransom,  or  ia  di 

Pomia  biditwr  area.    Cannot  you  in  England ;  way  of  compulsory  compact, 

cannot  you  at  this  time  of  day ;  caimot  you,  But  to  clear  up  my  ideas  on  this  subjecl    i 

a  house  of  commons,  trust  to  the   principle  revenue  from  America  transmitted  hither  ^ 

indiich  has  raised  so  mighty  a  revenue,  and  not  delude  yourselves — ^you  never  can  reonwi 

accumulated  a  debt  of  near  140  millions  in  it — ^No,  not  a  shilling.  WehaveexperieaoaliM 

this  country  ?    Is  this  principle  to  be  true  in  from  remote  countries  it  is  not  to  be  eipectad 

England,  and  false  every  where  else  ?   Is  it  If,  when  you  atte^^>ted  to  extract  revenoa  firoa 

not  true  in  Ireland !    Has  it  not  hitherto  been  Bengal,  you  were  obliged  to  return  in  Ioh 

true  in  the  colonies  ?   Why  should  you  pre-  what  you  had  taken  in  imposition ;  what  cai 

sume,  that,  in  any  country,  a  body  duly  con-  you  expect  from  North  America  ?  forcertaidjy 

stituted  for  any  function,  wiU  neglect  to  perform  if  there  ever  was  a  country  qualified  to  pfodnp 

its  duty,  and  abdicate  its  trust?   Such  a  pr»-  wealth,  it  is  India ;  or  an  institution  At  lor  dM 

sumption  would  go  against  all  governments  in  transmission,  it  is  the  East-India  Company 

all  modes.    But,  in  truth,  ihis  dread  of  penury  America  has  none   of  these  aptitudes.     "U 

of  supply,  from  a  free  assembly,  has  no  foun-  America  gives  you  taxable  objects,  on  wind 

dation   in   nature.    For,  first,  observe,  that,  you  lay  your  duties  here,  and  gives  ydb,  at  ibi 

besides  the  desire  which  all  men  have  natu-  same  time,  a  surplus  by  a  foreign  sale  of  ha 

rally  of  supporting  the  honour  of  their  own  commodities  to  pay  the  duties  on  these  obfadi 

government ;  that  sense  of  dignity,  and  that  se-  which  you  tax  at  home,  she  has  performed  ha 

curity  lo  property,  which  ever  attends  freedom,  part  to  the  British  revenue.    But  with  regaR 

has  a  tendency  to  increase   the  stock  dt  the  to  her  own  internal  establishments ;  she  n^, 

free  community.    Most  may  be  taken  where  I  doubt  not  she  will,  contribute  in  nooderallMl 

most  is  accumulated.    And  what  is  the  soil  or  I  say  in  moderation ;  for  she  ought  not  to  ht 

climate  where  experience  has  not  uniformly  permitted  to  exhaust  herself.    She  ought  to  ht 

proved,  that  the  voluntary  flow  of  heaped-up  reserved  to  a  war ;  the  wei^t  of  which,  will 

plenty,  bursting  from  the  weight  of  its  own  the  enemies  that  we  are  most  likely  to  haMi 

rich  luxuriance,  has  ever  run  with  a  more  must  be  Considerable  in  her  quarter  of  Ihl 

copious  stream  of  revenue,   than  could  be  globe.     There  she  may  serve  you,  and  activ 

squeezed  from  the  dry  husks  of  oppressed  in-  you  essentially. 

digence,  by  the  straining   of  all  the  ptll^ic  For  that  service,  for  all  service,  wbetlMr  of 

machinery  in  the  world.  revenue,  trade,  or  empire,  my  trust  is  in  1m 

Next  we  know,  that  parties  must  ever  exist  interest  in  the  British  constitution.    My  boU 

in  a  free  country.    We  know  too,  that  the  emu-  of  the  colonics  is  in  the  dose  affection  wAAA 

lations  of  such  parties,  their  contradictions,  grows  from  common  names,  from  kindred  blood| 

their  reciprocal  necessities,  their  hopes,  and  from  similar  privileges,  and  equal  protectiaBi 

their  fears,  must  send  them  all  in  their  turns  These  are  ties,  which,  though  light  aa  At 

to  him  that  hdds  the  balance  of  the  state,  are  as  strong  as  links  of  iron.    Le^the  colonm 

The  parties  are  the  gamesters ;  but  govern-  always  keep  the  idea  of  their  civil  rights  aM(h 

ment  keeps  the  table,  and  is  sure  to  be  the  ciated  with  your  government; — they  will  dln| 

winner  in  the  end.  When  this  game  is  played,  and  grapple  to  you ;  and  no  force  under  heatai 

I  really  think  it  is  more  to  be  feared,  that  the  will  be  cf  power  to  tear  them  from  their  all»> 

people  will  be  exhausted,  than  that  govern-  giance.    Bi^  let  it  be  once  understood,  thai 

ment  will  not  be  supi^ied.    Whereas,  what-  your  government  may  be  one  thing,  and  Hmk 

ever  is  got  by  actsof  altsolute  power  ill  obeyed,  privileges  another ;  that  these  two  things  nay 

because  odious,  or  by  contracts  ill  kept,  bo-  exist  without  any  mutual  relation ;  the  cesMMl 

cause  constrained  ;  will  be  narrow,    feeble,  is  gone ;  the  cohesion  is  loosened  ;  and  evwy 

uncertain,  and  precarious.    "  Eaae  would  re-  thing  hastens  to  decay  and  dissolution.  .  Aa 

tract  VOIDS  made  in  jratn,  aa  violent  and  void/*  long  as  you  have  the  wisdom  to  keep  tha  ao> 

I,  for  one,  protest  against  compounding  our  vereign  authority  of  this  country  as  the  anae- 

demands :  I  declare  against  compounding,  for  tuary  of  liberty,  the  sacred  temple  consecralad 

a  poor  limited  sum,  the  immeme,  evergrowingi  to  our  common  faith,  wherever  the  chosen  race 

eternal  debt,  which  is  due  to  generous  govern-  and  sons  of  England  worship  freedom,  tkny 

ment  from  protected  freedom.    And  so  may  will  turn  their  &ces  towards  you.    The  BMan 

I  speed  in  the  great  object  I  propose  to  you,  they  multiply,  the  more  friends  voir  will  h«pa; 
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the  more  ardently  they  love  liberty,  the  more  which,  in  the  opinion  of  such  men  as  I  have 

perfect  will  be  their  obedience.    Slavery  they  mentioned,  have  no  substantial  existence,  are 

can  have  any  where.    It  is  a  weed  that  grows  in  truth  every  thing,  and  all  in  all.     Magna- 

in  every  soil.    They  may  have  it  from  Spain,  nimity  in  politics  is  not  seldom  the  truest  wi»> 

they  may  have  it  from  Prussia.    But  until  you  dom ;  and  a  great  empire  and  little  minds  go 

become  lost  to  all  feeling  of  your  true  interest  ill  together.    If  we  arc  conscious  of  our  situa- 

and  your  natural  dignity,  freedom  they  can  tion,  and  glow  with  zeal  to  fill  our  places  as 

have  from  none  but  you.     This  is  the  com-  becomes  our  station  and  ourselves,  \ve  ought 

modity  of  price,  of  which  you  have  ihc  mono-  to  auspicate   all  our  public  proceedings  on 

poly.     This  is  the   true  act   of  navigation,  America,  with  the  old  warning  of  the  church, 

f^ich  binds  to  you  the  commerce  of  the  colo-  Surmm  corda  I     We  ought  to  elevate  our 

oies,  and  thro'jgli  them  secures  to  you  the  minds  to  the  greatness  of  that  trust  to  which 

wealth  of  the  world.     Deny  them  this  part  ici-  tlie  order  of  Providence  has  called  us.    By 

pation  of  freedom,  and  you  break  that  sole  adverting  to  the  dignity  of  this  high  calling,  our 

bond,  which  originally  made,  and  must  still  ancestors  have  turned  a  savage  wilderness  into 

preserve,  the  unity  of  the  empire.     £>o  not  a  glorious  empire ;   and  have  made  the  most 

entertain  so  weak  an  imagination,  as  that  your  extensive,  and  the  only  honourable  conquests ; 

registers  and  your  bonds,  your  affidavits  and  not  by  destroying,  but  by  promoting  the  wcaltli, 

your  sufferances,  your  cockcts  and  your  clea-  the  number,  the  happiness,  of  the  human  race, 

ranees,  are  what  form  the  great  securities  of  Let  us  get  an  American  revenue  as  we  have 

your  commerce.    Do  not  dream  that  your  let-  got  an  American  empire.    English  privileges 

ten  of  office,  and  your  instnictions,  and  your  have  made  it  all  that  it  is ;  Englbh  privileges 

saspending  clauses,  are  the  things  that  hold  alone  will  make  it  all  it  can  bo. 

together  the  great  contexture  of  this  mysteri-  In  full  confidence  of  this  unalterable  U'Uth,  I 

oue  whole.     These  things  do  not  make  your  now  {quod  felix  faustunvpie  sit) — lay  the  first 

government.  Dead  instruments,  passive  tools  stone  of  the  temple  of  peace ;  and  I  move  you, 

as  they  are,  it  is  the  spirit  of  the  English  "That  the  colonies  and  plantations  of  Great 

communion,  that  gives  all  their  life  and  ef-  Britain  in  North  America,  coasisting  of  foui> 

ficacy  10  them.     It  is  tlio  spirit  of  the  En-  teen    separate  governments,  and    containing 

glish  constitution,  which,  infused  through  the  two  millions  and  upwards  of  free  inhabitants, 

mighty  mass,  pervades,  feeds,  unites,  invi-  have  not  had  the  liberty  and  privilege  of  eleo 

gorates,  vivifies,  every  part  of  the  empire,  ting  and  sending  any  knights  and  burgesses, 

•▼en  down  to  the  minutest  member.  or  others,  to  represent  them  in  the  high  court 

Is  it  not  the  same  virtue  which  does  every  of  parliament." 

thing  for  us  here  in  England  ?    Do  you  ima-  Upon  this  resolution,  the  previous  question 

gine  then,  that  it  is  the  land  tax  act  which  was  put,  and  carried; — ^for  th^  fN-ovious  ques- 

nises  your  revenue  ?  that  it  is  the  annual  vote  tion  270,  against  it  78. 

in  the  committee  of  supply,  which  gives  you  

your  srmy  ?  or  that  it  is  the  mutiny  bill  which  As  the  propositions  were  opened  separately 

m>{nre8  it  with  bravery  and  discipline  ?  No !  in  the  body  of  the  speech,  the  reader  perhaps 

Surely  no  !  It  is  the  love  of  the  people ;  it  is  may  wish  to  see  the  whole  of  them  together,  in 

their  attachment  to  their  rovemment  from  the  the  form  in  which  they  were  moved  for. 

sense  of  the  deep  stake  they  have  in  such  a  

glorious  mstitution,  which  gives  you    your  "moved, 

utny  and  your  navy,  and  infuses  into  both  "  That  the  colonies  and  plantations  ofGreai 
that  liberal  obedience,  without  which  your  Britain  in  North  America,  consisting  of  four- 
Army  wculd  be  a  base  rabble,  and  your  navy  teen  separate  governments,  and  containing 
nothing  but  rotten  timber.  two  millions  and  upwards  of  free  inhabitants, 

All  this,  I  know  well  enough,  will  sound  wild  have  not  had  the  liberty  and  priv&ege  of  c)Leo 

and  chimerical  to  the  profane  herd  of  those  ting  and  sending  any  knights  and  burgesses, 

vulgar  and  mechanical  politicians,  who  have  or  others,  to  represent  them  in  the  high  court 

no  place  among  us  ;  a  sort  of  people  who  think  of  parliament." 

that  nothing  exists  but  what  is  gross  and  mate-  "That  the  said  colonies  and  plantations 

rial;  and  who  therefore,  far  from  being  quali-  have  been  made  liable  to,  and  bounden  by, 

6ed  to  be  directors  of  the  great  movement  of  several  subsidies,  payments,  rates,  and  taxes, 

empire,  are  not  fit  to  turn  a  wheel  in  the  ma-  given  and  granted  by  parliament ;  though  the 

chine.    But  to  men  truly  initiated  and  rightly  said  colonies  and  plantations  have  not  their 

taught,  these  ruling  anl  master  principles,  knights  and  burgesses,  in  the  said  high  court 
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of  fMriianwDt,  of  their  own  electioo,  to  rcpr»*  pajafafe  on   duna   eartbeoware  exported  It 

•ctat  the  conrfhioo  of  their  coantrj,  iy  lack  America;  and  for  more  affectnallT  prereotiaf 

uhenqff  they  have  been  ofienttmea  Untdied  and  the  claodeatiiie  ruDDing  of  goods  'n  the  aaai 

griemd  fty  nUuidiea  givenj  grmUd,  ami  aa$a^  ooloniet  and  phntatjons." 

ledto,  intiie aaid  ecutrt,  in  a  mamer  j>r^jm£dal  **  That  it  may  be  proper  to  repeal  an  ad, 

1o  lit  jmrnmam  weaWi^tpdetnem,  rtatf  ami  peaee^  made  in  the  14th  year  of  the  reign  of  hia  pt«> 

of  the  mtbjedt  mhabiling  within  the  tame."  sent  majesty,  intituled,  An  act  to  diaoontioaa, 

**  That,  irom  the  distance  of  the  said  oob->  in  sodi  manner,  and  for  such  time,  as  mn 

nies,  and  from  other  circwnstances,  no  method  therein  meotiooed,  the  landing  and  dischar- 

hath  hitherto  been  derised  for  procuring  a  ging,  lading  or  shipping  of  goods,  wares  and 

repreaeotalioo  in  parliament  ibr  the  said  colo-  merchandise,  at  the  town,  and  within  dte  ba^ 

mes."  hour,  of  Boston,  in  the  prorince  of  Massadai- 

*'  That  each  of  the  aaid  colonies  hath  within  setts'  Bay,  in  North  America." 

itself  a  body,  chosen,  in  part  or  in  the  whole,  "  That  it  may  be  proper  to  repeml  an  ad, 

by  the  freemen,  freeholders,  or  other  free  inhap  made  in  the  14th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  pro* 

bitants  thereof,  commonly  called  the  general  sent  majesty,  intituled.  An  act  tor  the  infMiw 

assembly,  or  general  court;  with  powers  le-  tial  administration  of  justice,  in  cases  of  penMM 

gaily  to  n^f  levy,  and  assess,  according  to  questioned  for  any  acts  done  by  them  in  dM 

the  several  usages  of  such  colonies,  duties  execution  of  the  law,  or  Ibr  the  suppreasioD  off 

and  taxes  towards  defraying  all  sorts  of  public  riots  and  tumults,  in  the  prorince  of'Maaaip 

services."'^  cushetts'  Bay,  in  New  En^and." 

**  That  the  said  general  assemblies,  general  "  That  it  is  proper  to  repeal  an  act,  madi 

courts,  or  o'iier  bodies,   legally  qualified  as  in  the  14th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  nft> 

aforesaid,  have  at  sundry  tiroes  freely  granted  jesty,  intituled.  An  act  for  the  better 

several  large  subsidies  and  public  aids  for  his  ting  the  government  of  the  province  of  Mi 

majesty's  service,  according  to  their  abilities,  chusetts'  Bay,  in  New  England." 

when  required  thereto  by  letter  fr(Hn  one  of  his  ^*  That  it  is  proper  to  explain  and  amend  a 

majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state ;  and  act,  made  in  the  35th  year  of  the  reign  of  Sof 

that  their  right  to  grant  the  same,  and  their  Henry  YIII.  intituled.  An  act  for  ttie  trial  «C 

cheerfulness  and  sufficiency  in  the  said  grants,  treasons  committed  out  of  the  King's  doai* 

have  been  at  sundry  times  acknowledgeil  by  nions." 

pariiaroent."  "  That,  from  the  time  when  the  general  flN 

"  That  it  hath  been  found  by  experience,  sembly,  or  general  court,  of  any  colony  or  pbi^ 

that  the  manner  of  granting  the  said  supplies  tation,  in  North  America,  shall  have  appointsd^ 

and  aids,  by  the  said  general  assemUies,  hath  by  act  of  assemUy  duly  confirmed,  a 

been  more  agreeable  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  salary  to  the  offices  of  the  chief  justics 

said  colonies,' and  more  beneficial  and  condu-  judges  of  the  superiour  courts,  it  may  he 

cive  to  the  public  service,  than  the  mode  of  per  that  the  said  chief  justice  and  other  judge 

giving  and   granting  aids  and  subsidies  in  of  the  superiour  courts  of  such  colony  shadlMli 

parliament  to  be  raised  and  paid  in  the  said  his  and  their  office  and  offices  during  thair 

coloni<»."  good  behaviour ;   and  shall  not  be  leuwsed 

"  That  it  may  be  proper  to  rq>eal  an  act,  therefrom,  but  when  the  said  removal  dadl  ba 

made  in  the  7th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  pre-  adjudged  by  his  majesty  in  council, 

sent  majesty,  intituled.  An  act  for  granting  hearing  on  complaiit  from  the  general 

certain  duties   in  the  British   colonies  and  biy,  oron  a  complaint  from  the  govemour, 

plantations  in  America ;  for  allowing  a  draw-  council,  or  the  house  of  representatives, 

bade  of  the  duties  of  customs,  upon  the  expoiv  rally,  of  the  colony  in  which  the  said  diiaC 

tation  from  this  kingdom,  of  coffee  and  cocoa-  justice  and  other  judges  have  exercised  di» 

nuts,  of  the  produce  of  the  said  colonies  or  aaid  office." 

plantations ;  for  discontinuing  the  drawbacks  "  That  it  may  be  proper  to  regtdate  H» 

courts  of  admiralty,  or  vice-admiral^,  attffao* 

•  The  first  four  motions  and  the  last  had  the  "zed  by  the  15th  chapter  of  the  4th^of  GeoffS 

previous  qucation  put  on  them.     The  others  IIL  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  make  the 


were  negatived.     ,,  .  .  more  commodious  to  those  who  siw.  or  aro 

The  words  in  Italics,  were,  by  an  amendment  ,  •    ,.     ...,         ,^^  , .    _.^\  ^  ^ 

that  was  carried,  left  out  of  the  moUon ;  which  ■"~»  "*  "*«  ■*"*  ««^  i  «**  ^  pnwkfw  fla 

will  appear  in  iLe  journals,  though  k  is  not  the  *"<>''«  deosnl  mamtenance  of  ike  judgm  vf  At 

practice  to  Insert  such  amandmenta  in  the  votes,  som  " 
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SKiTTLEMXN,  puTpofles  which  appear  to  me  so  contradictory 

I  HAVK  the  hoDour  of  sending  you  the  two'  to  all  the  princif^esi  not  only  of  the  constitu- 

«8st  acts  which  have  been  passed  with  regard  tional  policy  of  Great  Britain,  but  even  of  that 

to  the  troubles  in  America.    These  acts  are  species  of  hostile  justice,  which  no  asperity  <^ 

■imilor  to  all  the  rest  which  have  been  made  on  war  wholly  extingmshes  in  the  minds  of  a  civi* 

the  same  subject.    They  operate  by  the  same  lized  people. 

principle ;  and  they  are  derived  from  the  very  It  seems  to  have  in  view  two  capital  objects ; 

same  policy.    I  think  they  complete  the  num-  the  first,  to  enable  administration  to  confine, 

ber  of  that  sort  of  statutes  to  nine.    It  affords  as  long  as  it  shall  think  proper,  those,  whom 

DO  matter  for  very  pleasing  reflection,  to  ob-  that  act  is  pleased  to  qualify  by  the  name  of 

■erve,  that  our  subjects  diminish,  as  our  laws  pirates.    Those  so  qualified,  I  understand  to 

increase.  be,  the  commanders  aind  mariners  of  sudi  pri- 

!£  I  have  the  misfiirtune  of  differing  with»  vateers  and  ships  of  war  belonging  to  the  colo- 

■ocne  of  my  fellow-citizens  on  this  great  and  or-  nies,  as  in  the  course  of  this  unhappy  contest 

dnous  subject,  it  is  no  small  consolation  to  me,  may  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  crown.    They 

Uiat  I  do  not  differ  from  you.    With  you,  I  are  therefore  to  be  detained  in  prison,  under 

r  perfectly  united.    Wo  are  heartily  agreed  the  criminal  description  of  piracy,  to  a  future 

our  detestation  of  a  civil  war.    We  have  trial  and  ignominious  punishment,  whenever 

erer  expressed  the  most  unqualified  disappro*  circumsttnces  shall  make  it  convenient  to  exe- 

batioQ  of  all  the  steps  which  have  led  to  it,  and  cute  vengeance  on  them,  under  the  colour  of 

of  all  those  which  tend  to  prolong  it.    And  I  that  odious  and  infamous  offence. 

have  DO  doubt  that  we  feed  exactly  the  same  To  this  first  purpose  ol[  the  law,  I  have  no 

emotions  of  grief  and  shame  on  all  its  mise-'  small  dislike ;  because  the  act  does  not  (as  all 

rable  consequences ;  whether  they  appear,  on  laws,  and  all  equitable  transactions  ou^t  to  do) 

tbe  one  side  or  the  other,  in  the  shape  of  victo-  fairl)  describe  its  object.    The  persons,  who 

ries  or  defeats,  of  ci4>tures  made  fi-om  the  make  a  naval  war  upon  us,  in  consequence  of 

EInglish  on  the  continent,  or  from  the  English  the  present  troubles,  may  b»o  rebels;  but  to  call 

in  these  islands ;   of  legislative  regulations  and  treat  them  as  pirates,  is  confounding,  not 

which  subvert  the  liberties  of  our  brethren,  or  only  the  natural  distinction  of  things,  but  the 

which  undermine  our  own.  order  of  crimes ;  which,  whether  by  putting 

Of  the  first  of  these  statutes  (that  for  the  let-  them  fi-om  a  higher  part  of  the  scale  to  the 

tor  of  marque)  I  shall  say  little.    Exception-  lowjer,  or  firom  the  lower  to  the  higher,  is  never 

able  as  it  may  be,  and  as  1  think  it  is  in  some  done  without  dangerously  disordering  the  whole 

particulars,  it  seems  the  natural,  perhaps  neces-  frame  of  jurisprudence.    Though  piracy  may 

■ary  result  of  the  measures  we  have  taken,  and  be,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  a  Um»  offence  than 

the  situation  we  are  in.    The  other  (for  a  par-  treason ;  yet  as  both  are,  in  effect,  punished 

tial  iuspension  of  the  Hciteaa  Oxrpua)  appears  with  the  same  death,  the  same  forfeiture,  and 

to  mB0t  a  much  deeper  malignity.    During  the  same  corruption  of  blood,  I  never  wouU 

its  progress  through  the  bouse  of  commons,  take  fi-om  any  felkm  creature  whatevel^  any 

it  has  been  amended,  so  as  to  exprem  more  sort  of  advantage  which  he  may  derive  To  his 

distinctly  than  at  first  it  did,  the  avowed  senti-  safe^  fi-om  the  pity  of  mankind,  or  to  his  repo> 

mentsjof  those  who  framed  it:  and  ihe  main  tation  from  their  general  feelings,  by  degrading 

crooDd  of  my  exception  to  it  is,  because  it  his  offence,  when  I  cannot  soften  his  punisb> 

2oea  uiprsai,  and  does  carry  into  ezecutioo,  menL    The  genoral  sense  of  mankind  telb 
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ine,  Uiat  those  oflences,  which  may  possibly  money,  unsupported  by  friends,  throe  thouBani 
arise  from  mistaken  virtue,  are  not  in  the  miles  from  all  means  of  calling  upon  or  coo- 
class  of  infamous  actions.  Lord  Coke,  the  frcMiting  evidence,  where  no  one  local  circua»> 
oracle  of  the  English  law,  conforms  to  that  go-  stance  that  tends  to  detect  perjury,  can  poosi- 
neral  sense  where  he  says,  that  **  those  things  biy  be  judged  of; — such  a  person  may  be  exa* 
which  are  of  the  highest  criminality,  may  be  of  cuted  acccntiing  to  (brm,  but  he  can  never  be. 
the  least  disgrace.  The  act  prepares  a  sort  trie<!  according  to  justice, 
of  masked  proceeding,  not  honourable  to  the  I  therefore  could  never  reconcile  myself  to 
justice  of  the  kingdom,  and  by  no  means  ne-  the  bill  I  send  you ;  which  is  expressly  pnN 
cessary  for  its  safety.  I  cannot  enter  mto  it.  vided  to  remove  all  inconveniencies  froin  tfai 
If  Lord  Balmcrino,  in  the  last  rebeliicm,  had  establishment  of  a  mode  of  trial,  which  hfti 
driven  off  the  cattle  of  twenty  clans,  I  shoukl  ever  appeared  to  me  most  unjust  and  most  ub> 
have  thought  it  would  have  been  a  scandalous  constitutional.  Far  from  removing  the  difficuU 
and  k>w  juggle,  utterly  unworthy  of  the  manli-  ties  which  impede  the  execution  of  so  mischie- 
ness  of  an  English  judicature,  to  have  tried  Tpus  a  project,  I  would  heap  new  difficuhies 
him  for  felony  as  a  stealer  of  cows.  ^  upon  it,  if  it  were  in  my  power.    All  the  UH 

Besides,  I  must  honestly  tell  you,  that  I  cient,  honest  juridical  principles  and  instito- 

could  not  vote  for,  or  countenance  in  any  way,  tions  of  EngUuid  are  so  many  cbgs  to  check 

a  statute,  which  stigmatizes  with  the  crime  of  &nd  retard  the  headlong  course  of  violence  and 

piracy,  these  men,  whom  an  act  of  parliament  oppression.    They  were  invented  for  this  000 

had  previously  put  out  of  the  protection  of  the  good  purpose ;  that  what  was  not  just  shooU 

law.    When  the  legislature  of  this  kingdom  not  be  convenient.    Convinced  of  this,  I  wodd 

had  ordered  all  their  ships  and  goods,  for  the  leave  things  as  I  found  them.    The  oU,  oooi* 

mere  new-created  ofience  of  exercising  trade,  headed,  general  law,  is  as  good  as  any  devnb- 

to  be  divided  as  a  spoil  among  the  seamen  of  tion  dictated  by  present  heat, 

the  navy, — to  oxisider  the  necessary  reprisal  I  couki  see  no  lair  justifiable  expedience 

of  an  unhappy,  proscribed,  interdicted  people,  f  leaded  to  favour  this  new  suspension  of  iIm 

as  the  crime  of  piracy,  would  have  appeared  in  liberty  of  the  subject.    If  the  English  in  the 

any  other  legislature  than  ours,  a  strain  of  the  colonies  can  support  the  independency,  to  widcb 

roost  insulting  and  most  unnatural  cruelty  and  they  have  been  unfortunately  driven,  I  suppoee 

injustice.    I  assure  you,  I  never  remember  to  nobody  has  such  a  frmatical  zeal  for  the  crimiiy 

have  heard  of  any  tiling  like  it  in  any^time  or  nal  justice  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  that  he  wfll 

country.  contend  for  executions  which  must  be  retaliated 

The  second  professed  purpose  of  the  act  is  tenfold  on  his  own  friends ;  or  who  has  000- 

to  detain  in  England  for  trial,  those  who  shall  ceived  so  strange  an  idea  of  English  dignity,  m 

commit  high  treason  in  America.  to  think  the  defeats  in  America  compensated 

That  you  may  be  enabled  to  enter  into  the  ^y  the  triumphs  of  Tyburn,  if  on  thecoDtnijy 

true  spirit  of  tlio  present  law,  it  is  necessary,  the  colonies  are  reduced  to  the  obedience  of  d» 

gentlemen,  to  apprize  you,  that  there  is  an  act,  crown,  there  must  be  under  that  authority,  tri* 

made  so  long  ago  as  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  bunals  in  the  country  itself,  fully  eompetent  le 

Eighth,  before  the  existence  or  thought  of  any  administer  justice  on  all  oflenders.  But  if  there 

English  colonies  in  America,  for  the  trial  in  &re  not,  and  that  we  must  suppose  a  thing  ee 

this  kingdom  of  treasons  committed  out  of  the  humiliating  to  our  government,  as  that  eU  tl^jt 

realm.    In  the  year  1769,  parliament  thou^t  vast  continent  should  unanimously  concur  in 

proper  to  acquaint  the  cro>\-n  with  their  con-  thinking,  that  no  ill  fortune  can  convert  nsi»- 

struction  of  that  act  in  a  formal  address,  where-  tanco  to  the  royal  authority  into  a  criminal  aet| 

in  they  intreated  his  majesty,  to  cause  persons,  wc  may  call  the  effect  of  our  victory  peace,  or 

charged  with  high  treofiOTi  in  America,  to  be  obedience,  or  what  we  will ;  but  the  war  is  not 

brought  into  this  kingdom  for  trial.    By  this  ended;  the  hostile  mind  continues  in  fuD  vigoar« 

act  d[  Henry  the  Eighth,  so  comtrued  and  so  and  it  continues  under  a  worse  form.    If  yoir 

iifptiedi  ahnost  all  tliot  is  substantial  and  bene-  peace  be  nothing  more  than  a  sullen  pause  firoaa 

6«'ial  in  a  trial  by  jury,  is  taken  away  from  the  arms ;  if  tlieir  quiet  be  nothing  but  the  nHU^ha* 

subject  in  the  colonics.    This  is  however  say-  tion  of  revenge,  where  smitten  pride  smarting 

ing  too  little ;  for  to  try  a  man  under  that  act  from  its  wounds,  festers  into  new  rancour,  nei* 

is,  in  effect,  to  condemn  him  unheard.    A  pei^  ther  the  act  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  nor  its  hand* 

•on  is  brou^t  hither  in  the  dungeon  of  a  ship's  maid  of  this  reign,  will  answer  any  wise  qpd  oC 

hoU ;  thence  he  is  vomited  into  a  dungeon  on  policy  or  justice.    For  if  tlie  bloody  fields, 

land ;  loaded   with  irons,  unfurnished   with  whidi  they  saw  and  felt,  are  not  sofficieiil  to 
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dbe  reaaon  oT  Amariai,  ^U»  um  the  «t«  who  are  actually  exchanged  ai«  pardoned,  but 

preaak)^  ylimw  v[  a  great  kid  in  office,)  k  is  contend  that  jrou  majr  justly  reaerve  for  7en- 

oot  th»»  jodidal  dlMightM',  which  is  made  in  geance,  those  who  remain  unexchanged ;  then 

another  hemisphere  against  their  anivefsal  sense  ^is  unpleasant  and  unhandsome  consequence 

of  justice,  that  will  ever  reconcile  them  to  the  will  foUow ;  that  you  judge  of  the  delinquency 

British  gorenunent.  of  men  merely  by  the  time  of  their  guilt,  and 

I  take  it  for  granted,  gentlemen,  that  we  sym-  aot  by  the  heinousness  of  it ;  and  you  make 

pidibe  in  a  proper  horrour  of  all  punishment  fortune  and  accidents,  and  not  the  moral  qu»> 

ftrlher  than  as  it  serres  for  an  example.    To  iities  of  human  action,  the  rule  of  your  justice. 

whom  then  does  the  example  of  an  execution  These  strange  incongruities  must  over  per* 

m  England  for  this  American  rebellion  apply  ?  pies  those,  who  confound  the  unhappiness  of 

Rsomnber,  you  are  told  every  day,  thad  the  civil  dissensicms,  with  the  crime  of  treason, 

peaefit  if  a  contest  between  the  two  countries ;  Whsaever  a  rebellion  really  and  truly  exists, 

■d  that  we  in  England  are  at  war  for  our  own  which  is  as  easily  known  in  fact,  as  it  is  diffi- 

figmtj  against  our  rebellious  children.    Is  this  cult  t^  define  in  words,  government  has  not  en- 

Imr  ?    If  it  be,  it  is  surely  among  such  rebel-  tered  into  such  military  conventions ;  but  has 

Gons  diildren  that  examples  for  disobedience  ever  declined  alt  intermediate  treaty,  which 

ihoaU  be  made,  to  be  in  any  degree  instructive :  should  put  rebels  in  poesession  of  the  law  of 

6r  who  ever  thought  of  teaching  parents  their  nations  with  regard  to  war.  Commanders  would 

tey  by  an  example  from  the  punishment  of  an  receive  no  benefits  at  their  hands,  because  they 

■dutiful  son  ?    As  weU  might  the  execution  of  could  make  no  return  for  them.  Who  has  ever 

afiigitive  negro  in  the  plantations,  be  consi-  heard  of  capitulation,  and  parole  of  honour,  and 

dsied  as  a  lesson  to  teach  masters  humanity  to  exchange  of  prisoners  in  the  late  rebellions  in 

their  slaves.'    Such  executions  may  indeed  sa-  this  kingdom  ?    The  answer  to  all  demands  of 

title  oar  revenge ;  they  may  harden  our  hearts,  that  sort  was,  "  we  can  engage  for  nothing ; 

ad  puff  us  up  with  pride  and  arrogance.  Alas !  you  are  at  the  king's  pleasure."     We  ought  to 

dM  is  not  instruction !  remember,  that  if  our  present  enemies  bo,  in 

If  ai^  thing  can  be  drawn  from  such  exam-  reality  and  truth,  rebels,  the  king's  generals 

pka  by  a  parity  of  the  cose,  it  is  to  shew,  how  have  no  right  to  release  them  upon  any  condi- 

dsep  their  crime  and  how  heavy  their  punish-  tions  whatsoever ;   and  they  are  themselves 

■ent  wiU  be  who  shall  at  any  time  dare  to  re-  answerable  to  the  law,  and  as  much  in  want  ol 

dat  a  distant  power  actually  disposing  of  their  a  pardon  for  doing  so,  as  the  rebels  whom  they 

property,  without  their  voice  or  consent  to  the  release. 

(fiipoaition ;  and  overturning  their  franchises  Lawyers,  I  know,  cannot  make  the  distino* 

wiiboat  charge  or  hearing.    God  forbid  that  tion,  for  which  I  contend ;  because  they  have 

Ktt^nA  ahoukl  ever  read  this  lesson  written  in  their  strict  rule  to  go'by.    But  legislators  ought 

the  blood  of  amf  of  her  offspring  !  to  do  what  lawyers  cannot ;  for  they  have  no 

War  is  at  present  carried  on  between  the  other  rules  to  bind  them,  but  the  great  princi- 

kb^s  natural  and  foreign  troops,  on  one  side,  pies  of  reason  and  equity,  and  the  general  senso 

■id  the  English  in  America  on  the  other,  upon  of  mankind.    These  they  are  bound  to  obey 

footing  of  other  wars ;  and  accordingly  and  follow ;  and  rather  to  enlarge  and  enlighten 

exchange  of  prisoners  has  been  regularly  law  by  the  liberality  of  legislative  reason,  than 

fipom  the  beginning.    If  notwithstanding  to  fetter  and  bind  their  higher  capacity  by  the 

this  hidierto  equal  procedure,  upon  some  pros-  narrow  constructions  of  subordinate  artificial 

Met  of  ending  the  war  with  success,  (which  justice.    If  we  had  adverted  to  this,  we  never 

howcfei'  may  be  delusive,)  administration  pre-  couki  consider  the  convubions  of  a  great  em- 

paret  to  act  against  those  as  treuton  who  re-  pire,  not  disturbed  by  a  little  disseminated  fao 

■ain  in  their  hands  at  the  end  of  the  troubles,  tion,  but  divided  by  whole  conmiunities  and 

in  my  opinion  we  shall  exhibit  to  the  world  as  provinces,  and  entire  legal  representatives  of  a 

iadecent  a  piece  of  injustice  as  ever  civil  fury  people,  as  fit  matter  c^  discussion  under  a 

kv  produced.    If  the  pikoners  who  have  been  commission  of  Oyer  and  Terminer.    It  is  as 

mdianged,  have  not  by  that  exchange  been  opposite  to  reason  and  prudence,  as  it  is  to  hu* 

HTtefll^y^MirdoRed,  the  cartel  (whether  avoMTcd  manity  and  justice.                                  « 

or  onderstood)  is  a  cruel  fraud;  for  you  have  This  act,  proceeding  on  these  principles,  that 
life  of  a 


the  life  of  a  man,  and  you  ought  to  is,  preparing  to  end  the  present  troubles  by  a 

a  life  for  it,  or  there  is  no  parity  or  fair-  trial  of  one  sort  of  hostility,  under  the  name  of 

■B  in  the  transaction.  piracy,  and  of  another  by  the  name  of  treason, 

If  on  the  othp**  hand,  we  admit,  that  they,  and  executing  the  act  of  Henry  the  Eighth 
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Bfcoording  to  4  new  and  unoonstitutiooal  inter*  ireedoin.    Th&y  are  marked  with  too  atroiig 

pretation,  I  hare  thought  evil  and  dangerous,  linea  to  slide  into  use.    No  plea,  nor  pretanog 

even  though  the  instruments  of  effecting  audi  of  tfieonvemenet  or  €vU  esBomfU  (which  mam 

purposes  hsd  been  merely  of  a  neutral  qualit]r.  in  their  nature  bedaily  and  ordinary  ioddents). 

But  it  reaUy  appears  to  me,  that  ilie  means  can  be  admitted  as  a  reason  fi>r  such  migbtjf 

which  this  act  employs  are,  at  least,  as  eacep-  operations.     But  the  true  danger  is«  wJmb. 

tionable  as  the  end.    Permit  me  to  open  mj^  liberty  is  nibbled  away,  for  expedients,  and  by 

self  a  little  upon  this  subject,  because  it  is  of  parts.    The  EUbea$  Carpu$»ct  supposeSyOOB* 

importance  to  me,  when  I  am  obliged  to  sub*  trar)-  to  the  genius  of  mostother  laws,  tfaattfag 

mit  to  the  power  without  acquiescing  in  the  lawful  magistrate  may  see  particular  men  witk 

reason  of  an  act  of  legislature,  that  I  should  a  malignant  eye,  and  it  provides  for  thaiidea> 

justify  my  dissent,  by  such  arguments  as  may  ticalease.    But  when  men,  in  particular  dt* 

be  supposed  to  have  weight  with  a  sober  man.  scriptions,  marited  out  by  the  magistrate  hiaiF 

The  main  operative  regulation  of  the  act  is  self,  are  delivered  over  by  parliament  to  that 

to  suspend  the  common  law,  and  the  statute  possible  malignity,  it  is  not  the  Hobeat  Cmpm 

Habeas  Corputf  (the  sole  securities  either  for  that  is  occasionally  suspended,  but  its  spiijt 

liberty  or  justice,)  with  regard  to  all  those  who  that  is  mistaken,  and  its  principle  that  is  sdb> 

have  been  out  of  the  realm,  or  on  the  high  seas,  verted.     Indeed  nothing  is  security  to  aof 

within  a  given  time.    The  rest  of  the  people,  individual  but  the  common  interest  of  all. 
as  I  understand,  are  to  continue  as  they  stood        This  act  therefore,  has  this  distinguished 

before.  evil  in  it,  that  it  is  the  first  partial  suspensioa 

I  confess,  gentlemen,  that  this  appears  to  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  that  has  been  madt. 

me,  as  bad  in  the  principle,  and  far  worse  in  The  precedent,  which  is  alwajrs  of  very  greai 

its  consequence,  than  an  universal  suspension  importance,  is  now  established.    For  the  fint 

oTthe  Habeas  Corpus  act;  and  the  limiting  time  a  distinction  is  made  aroong  the  peopio 

qualification,  instead  of  taking  out  the  sting,  within  this  realm.    Before  this  act,  every  mas. 

does  in  my  humble  opinion  sharpen  and  enve*  putting  his  foot  on  English  ground,  every  strtt* 

nom  it  to  a  greater  degree.     Liberty,  if  I  ger  owing  only  a  local  and  temporary  aUegiaaoOy 

understand  it  at  all,  is  a  ^miera/ principle,  and  even  negro  slaves  who  had  been  sold  in  the 

the  clear  right  of  all  the  subjects  within  the  colonies  and  under  an  act  of  parliaroent|  ht>. 

realm,  or  of  none.  Partial  fi-eedom  seems  to  me  came  as  finee  as  every  other  man  who  breadied 

a  most  invidious  mode  of  slavery.    But  unfor-  the  same  air  with  them.    Now  a  line  is  drawa^ 

tunately,  it  is  the  kind  of  slavery  the  most  whidi  may  be  advanced  further  and  fiirther  tt 

easily  admitted  in  times  of  civil  discord ;  for  pleasure,  on  the  same  argument  of  mere  eipe» 

parties  are  but  too  apt  to  forget  their  own  fti-  dience,  oa  which  it  was  first  described.  The^ 

ture  safety  in  their  desire'  of  sacrificing  their  b  no  equali^  among  us ;  we  are  not  foUoww 

enemies.     People,  without   much   difficulty,  citizens,  if  the  mariner  who  lands  on  the  qoajy 

admit  the  entranoe  of  that  injustice  of  which  does  not  rest  on  as  firm  legal  ground  as  IM 

they  are  not  to  be  the  immediate  victims.   In  merchant  who  sits  .in  his   compting-hooMb. 

times  of  high  proceed  jpg  it  is  never  the  fiictioo  Other  laws  may  injure  the  community,  ddt- 

of  the  predominant  power  that  is  in  danger ;  dissohres  it.    As  things  now  stand,  every  oia 

for  no  tyranny  chastises  its  own  instruments,  in  the  West  Indies,  every  one  inhabitant  ef 

It  is  the  obnoxious  and  the  suspected  who  three  unoffending  provinces  on  the  oonliiianti 

want  the  protectimi  of  law ;  and  there  is  no-  every  person  coming  firom  the  East  IndiMi 

thing  to  bridle  the  partial  violence  of  state  every  gendeman  who  has  travelled  for  his  heafek. 

Auctions,  but  this ;  "  that  whenever  an  act  is  or  education,  every  mariner  who  has  navigated 

made  for  a  cessation  of  law  and  ju^ce,  the  the  seas,  is,  for  no  other  offence,  under  a  teak* ' 

whole  people  should  be  universally  subjected  porary  proscription.    Let  any  of  these  iaffili 

to  the  same  suspension  of  their  fianchises.''  (now  become  presumptions  of  guilt)  be  proved 

The  alarm  of  such  a  proceeding  would  then  against  him,  and  the  bare  suspicion  of  the 

be  universal.    It  would  operate  as  a  sort  of  crown  puts  him  out  olfthe  law.    It  is  even  bj 

CaU  qf  the  nation.    It  would  become  every  no  means  dear  to  me,  whether  the  negative 

man*s  immediate  and  instant  concern  to  be  proof  does  not  lie  upon  the  penMoapprdicodad 

made  very  sensible  of  l^  abtolute  neeessUy  of  on  suspicion,  to  the  subversion  of  aL  justice, 
this  total  edipsaof  liber^.    They  wodd  more        I  have  not  ddrnted  against  this  bill  in  ita 

cvefully  advert  to  every  renewal,  and  more  progress  through  the  house ;  because  it  wonU 

powerihily  resist  it.    These  great  determined  have  been  vain  to  oppose,  and  impfft^iHg  t^ 

ONasuree  are  not  commonly  so  dangerous,  to  correct  it.    It  is  some  time  since  Ihaveiiew 
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<k«ilj  conrmeed,  that  in  the  preient  gtate  of  degreec,  that  titful  softening  of  aU  arbitrary 

tUop  all  <^>poirition  to  any  meanirei  proposed  power,  the  alleged  infrequency  or  narrow  extent 

liy  mmiBterBi  where  the  name  of  America  ap-  of  its  operation,  will  be  received  as  a  sort  of 

pears,  is  vain  and  frivolous.    Ton  may  be  sure  afAorisni '  and  Mr.  Sume  will  not  be  singular 

that  I  do  not  speak  of  my  opposition,  which  in  tiling  us,  that  the  felicity  oT  mankind  is  no 

in  iH  circunistances  must  be  so;  but  that  of  more  disturbed  l^  it,  than  by  earthquakes  or 

000  of  die  greatest  wisdcun  and  authority  in  thunder,  or  the  other  more  unusual  accidents 

the  nation.    Every  thing  proposed  against  of  nature. 

America  is  supposod  of  course  to  be  in  favour  The  actof  iK^iich  I  q>eak  is  among  the  fruits 

of  Great  Britain.    Good  and  ill  succen  are  of  the  American  war;  a  war  in  my  humble 

tq[iiany  admitted  as  reasons  for  persevering  in  opinion  productive  dt  many  misdiieft,  of  a 

na  present  methods.     Several  very  prudent,  kind  wluch  distinguish  it  from  all  others.   Not 

md  very  well-intentioned  persons  were  of  only  our  pdicy  is  deranged,  and  our  empire 

opinion,  that  during  the  prevalence  of  such  distracted,  but  our  laws  and  our  legislative 

mtpontiotts,  all  struggle  rather  inflamed  than  spirit  appear  to  have  been  totally  perverted  by 

hssnned  the  dist^nper  of  the  public  counsels,  it    We  have  made  war  on  our  colonies,  not 

Finding  such  resistance  to  be  considered  as  by  arms  only,  but  by  laws.    As  hostility  and 

iietioas  by  most  within  doors,  and  by  very  law  are  not  veiy  concordant  ideas,  every  step 

wmuj  without,  I  cannot  conscientiously  sup-  we  have  taken  in  this  business,  has  been  made 

port  what  b  against  my  opinion,  nor  prudently  by  trampling  on  some  maxim  of  justice,  or  some 

ooolend  with  what  I  know  ia  irresistible.    Pre-  capital  principle  of  wise  government.    What 

•erring  my  principles  unshaken,  I  reserve  my  precedents  were  estaUished,  and  what  princi- 

•etinity  for  rational  endeavours;  and  I  hope  pies  overturned,  (I  will  not  say  of  English  pri- 

tfwt  my  past  conduct  has  given  sufficient  evi-  vilege,  but  of  general  justice,)  in  the  Bo8t(M) 

denee,  tfiat  ifl  am  a  single  day  from  my  place,  Port,  the  Massachusetts'  Charter',  the  Military 

it  is  not  owing  to  indolence  or  love  of  dissipa-  Bill,  and  all  that  long  array  of  hostile  acts  of 

tioB.    The  slij^test  hope  of  doing  good  is  suA  parliament,  by  which  the  war  with  America 

fieient  to  recall  me  to  what  I  quitted  with  has  been  bcgiin  and  supported !  Had  the  prin- 

ngret.    In  declining  for  some  time  my  usual  ciples  of  any  of  these  acts  been  first  exerted  on 

•Irict  attendance,  I  do  not  in  the  least  condemn  English  ground,  thoy  would  probably  have  ex- 

dlt  spirit  of  those  gentlemen,  who,  with  a  just  pired  as  soon  as  they  touched  it.    But  by  being 

Qoofidence  in  their  abilities,  (in  which  I  claim  removed  from  our  persons,  they  have  rooted  in 

•  sort  of  share  from  my  kive  and  admiration  of  our  laws;  and  the  latest  posterity  will  taste 

inn,)  were  of  opinion  that  their  exertions  in  the  fruits  of  them. 

this  <fesperate  case  might  be  of  some  service.  Nor  is  it  the  worse  effect  of  this  unnatural 
They  tfiought,  that  by  contracting  the  sphere  contention,  (hat  our  laws  are  corrupted.  Whilst 
flf  its  i^iplication,  they  might  lessen  the  malig-  moyinert  remain  entire,  they  will  correct  the 
lily  of  an  evil  princifJe.  Perhaps  they  were  vices  of  law,  and  soflen  it  at  length  to  their 
intfie  right.  But  when  my  opinion  was  so  owq  temper.  But  we  have  to  lament,  that  in 
fsry  clearly  to  the  contrary,  for  the  reasons  I  most  of  the  late  proceedings  we  see  very  few 
hi^  just  stated,  I  am  sure  my  attendance  traces  of  that  generosity,  humanity,  and  dig- 
«add  have  been  ridiculous.  nity  of  mind  which  formerly  characterised  this 
I  must  add  in  further  explanation  of  my  nation.  War  suspends  the  rules  of  moral  obli- 
MKlaet,  that  far  from  soAening  the  features  of  gation,  and  what  is  long  suspended  is  in  dan- 
WKh  a  principle,  and  thereby  removing  any  ger  of  being  totally  abrogated.  Civil  wars 
pttt  of  die  popular  odium  or  natural  terrours  strike  deepest  of  all  into  the  manners  of  tho 
MtwHiHi  it,  I  shouki  be  sorry,  that  any  thing  people.  They  vitiate  their  politics ;  they  cor- 
fuBsd  in  contradiction  to  the  spirit  of  oar  nipt  their  morals ;  they  pervert  even  the  natu 
f^iminifion  did  not  instintly  produce  in  fiict,  ral  taste  and  relish  of  equity  and  justice.  By 
Ills  grossest  of  the  evils,  with  which  it  was  teaching  us  to  consider  our  fellow-citizens  in  a 
fngoant  in  its  nature.  It  is  by  lying  dormant  hostile  light,  the  whole  body  oi  our  nation  be- 
t  Img  time,  or  being  at  first  very  rarely  exer-  comes  gradually  less  dear  to  us.  The  very 
flMsd,  that  arbitrary  power  steals  upon  a  people,  names  of  affection  and  kindred,  which  were  the 
QatlM  next  unconstitutional  act,  all  the  fashion-  bond  of  charity  whilst  we  agreed,  become  new 
iile  world  will  be  ready  to  say— Your  proph^  incentives  to  hatred  and  rage,  when  the  com- 
pare ridiculous,  your  fears  are  Tam,  you  munion  of  our  country  is  dissolved.  We  may 
IM  how  little  of  the  mischiefi  which  you  for-  flatter  oursdves  that  we  shall  not  fall  into  thn 
OMrty  (oreboded  are  come  to  pass.    Thus,  by  misfortune.    But  we  have  no  charter  of  eremp^ 
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lioii,  that  I  know  of,  from  the  ordin&ry  frailties  mored.    Wanting  feelings  for  the  hoooar  «f 

of  ow  nature.  our  country,  we  might  then  in  caid  blood  W 

What  but  that  blindness  of  heart  which  brought  to  think  a  little  of  our  mterests  as  indi> 

arises  from  the  phrenzy  of  civil  contention,  ridual  citizens,  and  our  private  conscience  m 

could  have  made  any  persons  ccmceive  the  moral  agents. 

present  situation  of  the  British  affairs  as  an        Indeed  our  affairs  are  in  a  bad  condition.    I 

object  of  trimnf^  to  themselves,  or  of  congra-  do  assure  those  gentlemen  who  have  prayed 

tuiation  to  their  sovereign?    Nothing  surely  for  war,  and  obtained  the  blessing  they  have 

could  be  more  lamentable  to  those  who  r»-  sought,  that  they  are  at  this  instant  in  very 

member  the  flourishing  days  of  this  kingdom,  great  straits.      The  abused  wealth  cf  Uksb 

than  to  see  the  insane  joy  of  several  imbappy  country  continues  a  little  Icmger  to  feed  its 

people,  amid  the  sad  spectacle  which  our  distenq>er.    As  yet  they,  and  their  GermMi 

affairs  and  conduct  exhibit  to  the  scorn  of  allies  oftwenty  hireling  states,  have  contended 

Europe.     We  behold  (and  it  seems  some  only  with  the  unpr^Mured  strength  of  our  own 

people  rejoice  in  beholding)  our  native  land,  infant  colonies.    But  America  is  not  subdued. 

which  used  to  sit  the  envira  arbiter  of  all  her  Not  one  unattached  village  which  was  origi- 

oeighbours,  reduced  to  a  servile  dependence  nally  adverse  throughout  that  vast  ccxitineiiC, 

on  Uieir  mercy ;  acquifescing  in  assurances  of  has  yet  sulmiitted  from  k>ve  or  terrour.    Too 

friendship  which  she  does  not  trust ;  com-  have  the  ground  you  encamp  on ;  and  you  havn 

plaining  of  hostilities  which  she  dares  not  r»-  no  more.    The  cantonments  of  your  troops  and 

sent ;  deficient  to  her  allies ;  lofty  to  her  sub-  your  dominions  are  exactly  of  the  same  eztenl. 

jects,  and  tiubmissive  to  her  enemies ;  whilst  You  spread  devastation,  but  you  do  notenlarga 

the  liberal  government  of  this  free  nation  is  the  sphere  of  authority, 
supported  by  the  hireling  sword  of  German        The  events  of  this  war  are  of  so  mich 

boors  and  vassals;  and  three  millions  of  the  greater   magnitude   than   those   who    eilhsr 

subjects  of  Great  Britain  are  seeking  for  pro*  wished  or  feared  it,  ever  looked  for,  that  thii 

tection  to  English  privileges  in  the  arms  of  alone  ought  to  fill  every  considerate  mind 

Franco !  with  anxiety  and  diffidence.    Wise  men  cftoi 

These  circumstances  appear  to  me  more  like  tremble   at  the  very  things   whidi  fill   dM 

shocking  prodigies,  than  natural  changes  in  thoughtless  with  security.    For  many  reasons 

human  affairs.    Men  of  firmer  minds  may  see  I  do  not  choose  to  expose  to  public  view,  aB 

them  without  staggering  or  astonishment —  the  particulars  of  the  state  in  which  you  stood 

Some  may  think  them  matters  of  congratu-  with  regard  to  foreign  powers,  during  dM 

tation  and  complimentary  addresses ;  but  I  whde  course  of  the  last  year.    Whether  yon 

trust  your  candour  will  be  so  indulgent  to  my  are  yet  wholly  out  of  danger  from  them,  is 

weakness,  as  not  to  have  the  worse  opinion  cf  niore  than  I  know,  or  than  your  rulers  can 

me  for  my  declining  to  participate  in  this  joy ;  divine.     But  even  if  I  were  certain  of  say 

and  my  rejecting  all  share  whatsoever  in  such  safety,  I  could  not  easily  forgive  those  who 

a  triumph.    I  am  too  old,  too  stiff  in  my  in-  had  brought  me  into  the  most  dreadfid  perib, 

veterate  partialities,  to  be  ready  at  all  the  because  by  accidents,  unforeseen  by  them  or 

fiishionable  evolutioos  of  opinion.    I  scarcely  me,  I  have  escaped. 

know  how  to  adapt  my  mind  to  the  feelings  Believe  me,  gentlemen,  the  way  still  befoiv 
with  which  the  court  gazettes  mean  to  impress  you  is  intricate,  dark,  and  full  of  perplexed 
the  people.  It  is  not  instantly  that  I  can  be  and  treacherous  mazes.  Those  who  thiidt 
brought  to  rejoice,  when  I  hear  of  the  slaughter  they  have  the  clue,  may  lead  us  out  of  this 
and  captivity  oflong  lists  of  those  names  which  labyrinth.  We  may  trust  them  as  amply  M 
have  been  familiar  to  roy'ears  from  my  infancy,  we  think  proper;  but  as  they  have  most  osf^ 
and  to  rejoice  that  they  have  fallen  under  the  tainly  a  call  for  all  the  reason  which  their  stock 
sword  of  strangers,  whose  barbarous  appel-  can  furnish,  why  should  we  think  it  proper  to 
lations  I  scarcely  know  how  to  pronounce,  disturb  its  operation  by  inflaming  their  p«»> 
The  glory  acquir^  at  the  White  Plains  by  Co-  sions  ?  I  may  be  unable  to  lend  an  helping  nand 
lonel  Rahl,  has  no  charms  for  me ;  and  I  fairly  to  those  who  direct  the  state ;  but  I  should  be 
acknowledge,  that  I  have  not  yet  learned  U,  ashamed  to  make  myself  one  of  a  noisy  mid- 
delight  in  finding  Fort  Kniphausen  in  the  heart  titude  to  hollow  and  hearten  them  into  doubtful 
of  the  British  dominions.  and  dangerous  courses.    A  conscientious  man 

It  mi^t  be  somo  ccmsolation  for  the  loss  of  would  be  cautious  how  be  dealt  in  Uood.    Ee 

)ur  oU  regards,  if  our  reason  were  enlightened  would  feel  some  apprehension  at  being  called 

in  proportion  as  our  honest  prejudices  are  re-  to  a  tremendous  account  for  engaging  in  si 
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leep  a  play,  without  any  tort  of  knowledge  of  who  do  not  wish  for  such  a  nparalion,  would 
the  game.  It  is  no  excuso  for  presumptuoua  not  dissolve  that  cement  of  reciprocal  esteem 
ignorance,  that  it  is  directed  by  insolent  pas-  and  regard,  which  can  alone  bind  together  the 
sioii«  The  poorest  being  that  crawls  on  earth,  parts  of  this  great  fabric.  It  ought  to  be  our 
contending  to  sa?e  itself  from  injustice  and  wish,  as  it  is  our  duty,  not  only  to  forbear  this 
ODpreasion,  is  an  object  respectable  in  the  eyes  style  of  outrage  ourselves,  but  to  make  every 
flf  God  and  man.  But  I  cannot  conceive  any  one  as  sensible  as  we  can  of  the  impropriety 
ensteoce  under  heaven,  (which  in  the  deptlu  and  imworthiness  of  the  tempers  which  gave 
«f  its  wisdom  tolerates  all  sorts  of  things,)  that  rise  to  it,  and  which  designing  men  are  la- 
is  more  truly  odious  and  disgusting,  than  an  bouring  with  such  malignant  industry  to  diffuse 
■npotent  helpless  creature,  without  civil  wis-  among  us.  It  is  our  business  to  counteract 
iam  or  military  skill,  without  a  consciousness  them,  if  possible ;  if  possible,  to  awake  our 
«f  any  other  qtuJification  for  power  but  his  ser-  natural  regards ;  and  to  revive  the  old  parti- 
viU^  Id  it,  bk>ated  with  pride  and  arrogance,  ality  to  the  English  name.  Without  something 
caUmg  for  battles  which  he  is  not  to  fight,  con-  of  Uiis  kind  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  ever  prac- 
lewiiDg  for  a  violent  dominion  which  he  can  ticable  really  to  reconcile  with  those,  whose 
Mver  exorcise,  and  satisfied  to  be  himself  affection,  after  all,  must  be  the  surest  hold  of 


and  miserable,  in  order  to  render  others  our  government ;   and  which  is  a  thousand 

ptible  and  wretched.  times  more  worth  to  us,  than  the  mercenary 

If  you  and  I  find  our  talents  not  of  the  great  zeal  of  all  the  circles  of  Germany. 

tad  ruling  kind,  our  conduct  at  least,  is  con-  I  can  well  conceive  a  country* completely 

fimnable  to  our  faculties.    No  man's  life  pays  overrun,  and  miserably  wasted,  without  ap- 

tke  forfeit  of  our  rashness.    No  desolate  wi-  preaching  in  the  least  to  settlement.     In  my 

dow  weeps  tears  of  blood  over  our  ignorance,  apprehension,  as  long  as  English  government 

Scrupulous  and  sober  in  a  well  grounded  dis-  is  attempted  to  be  supported  over  Englishmen 

tnist  of  ourselves,  we  would  keep  in  the  port  by  the  sword  alone,  things  will  thus  continue. 

of  peace  and  security ;  and  perhaps  in  re-  I  anticipate  in  my  mind  the  moment  of  the 

commending  to  others  something  of  the  same  final  triumph  of  foreign  military  force.     When 

diffidence,  we  should  shew  ourselves   more  that  hour  arrives,  (for  it  may  arrive,)  then  it 

charitable  to  their  welfare,  than  injurious  to  is,  that  all  this  mass  of  weakness  and  violence 

dieir  abilities.  will  appear  in   its  full  light.    If  we  shoukl 

There  are  many  circumstances  in  the  zeal  be  expelled  from    America,  the  delusion    of 

Aewn  for  civil  war,  which  seem  to  discover  the    partisans  of  military   government  might 

botUttle  of  real  magnanimity.    The  addressers  still  continue..  They  might  still  feed  their 

ofer  their  own  persons,  and  they  are  satisfied  imaginations   with  the  possible  good  conse- 

wiih  hiring  Germans.   They  promise  their  pri-  quences  which  might  have  attended  success, 

vate  fortunes,  and  they  mortgage  their  country.  Nobody  could  prove  the  contrary  by  facts.   But 

They  have  all  the  merit  of  volunteers,  without  in  case  the  sword  should  do  all  that  the  sword 

nsk  of  person  or  charge  of  contribution ;  and  can  do,  the  success  of  their  arms  ami  the  de- 

when  the  imfeeling  arm  of  a  foreign  soldiery  feat  of  their  policy,  will  be  one  and  the  same 

pours  out  their  kindred  blood  like  water,  they  thing.    You  will  never  see  any  revenue  from 

tndt  and  triumph  as  if  they  themselves  had  America.    Some  increase  of  the  means   of 

performed  some  notable  exploit.     I  am  really  corruption,  without  ease  of  the  public  burthens, 

■shamed  of  the  fashionable  language  which  has  is  the  very  best  that  can  happen.    Is  it  for  this 

been  heU  for  some  time  past ;  which  to  say  the  that  we  are  at  war ;  and  in  such  a  war  ? 

bfit  of  it,  is  full  of  levity.    You  know,  tlial  I  As  to  the  difficulties  of  laying  once  moro 

tbde  to  the  general  cry  against  the  cowardice  the  foundations  of  that  government,  which,  for 

sf  the  Americans,  as  if  we  despised  tliem  for  the  sake  of  conquering  what  was  our  own,  has 

■ot  making  the  king's  soldiery  purchase  the  been  voluntarily  and  wantonly  pulled  down  by 

idvantage  they  have  obtained,  at  a  dearer  rate,  a  court  faction  here,  I  tremble  to  look  at  them, 

ft  is  not,  goptlcmon.  it  is  not,  to  respect  the  Has  any  of  these  gentlemen,  who  arc  socager 

&pensations  of  Providence,  nor  to  provide  to  govern  all  mankind,  shewn  himself  fiossessed 

Uy  decent  retreat  in  the  mutability  of  human  of  the  first  qualification  towards  government, 

iflkira.   It  leaves  no  medium  between  insolent  some  knowledge  of  the  object,   aiul  of   the 

fictory  and   infamous  defeat.      It  tend^t    to  difficulties  which  occur  in  the  task  they  have 

alienate  our  minds  forther  and  further  from  undertaken? 

cur  natural  regards,  and  to  make  an  eternal  I  assure  you,  that  on  the  most  prosperous 

not  and  schism  in  the  British  nation.    Those  issue  of  your  arms,  you  will  not  be  where  voii 
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Mood,  when  you  called  in  war  to  tupplj  the  b^m  aomewhere ;  and  a  ooocflialorj  tenyet 

defiscts  of  your  political  eatablishment.    Nor  must  precede  and  prepare  every  plan  of  rt* 

would  any  dborder  or  disobedience  to  gorem-  conciliation.    Nor  do  I  conceive  thiat  wa  Hf> 

ment  which  could  arise  from  the  most  aliject  fer  ai^  thing  by   thus   regulating  ouvi  ova 

concession  on  our  part,  everequal  those  which  minds.    We  are  not  disarmed  by  being  <1» 

will  bo  felt  after  the  most  triinnphant  violence,  encumbered  of  our  passions.    Dedaimiag  en 

You  have  got  all  the  intermediate  evils  of  war  rebellion  never  added  a  bayonet,  or  a  chaijga 

into  the  bargain.  of  powder  to  your  military  ibrce;  but  I  ui 

I  think  I  know  America.    If  I  do  not,  mj  afraid  that  it  has  been  the  meant  of  tdnag 

ignorance  is  incurable,  for  I  have  spared  no  up  many  muskets  against  you. 

pains  to  understand  it ;  and  I  do  most  solemn-  This  outrageous  language,  which  has.beeo 

ly  assure  those  of  my  constituents  who  put  encouraged  and  kept  alive  by  erery  ait,  fati 

any  sort  of  con6dence  in  my  industry  and  in-  already  done  incrediUe  mischief.    For  a  kag 

tegrity,  that  every  thing  ^at  has  been  done  time,  even  amid  the  desolations  of  war,  and 

there  has  arisen  from  a  total  misconception  of  the  insulti  of  hostile  laws  daily  aocana^lated 

the  object :  that  our  means  of  originally  hold-  on  one  another ;  the  American  leaden  tesa 

ing  America,  that  our  means  of  reconciling  to  have  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  bringing 

with  it  after  quarrel,  of  recovering  it   after  U|)  their  people  to  a  declaration  of  total  ind^ 

separation,  of  keeping  it  after  victory,  did  de-  pendence.    But  the  court  gazette  acoompUi^ 

pend,  and  roust  depend,  in  their  several  stages  ed  what  the  abettors  of  independence  had  at- 

and  periods,  upon  a  total  renunciation  of  that  tempted  in  vain*    When  that  disingenaaai 

unconditional  submission,  which  has   taken  compilation,  and  strange  medley  of  railing  and 

such  possession  of  tlie  minds  of  violent  men.  flattery,  was  adduced,  as  a  proof  of  the  unitsd 

The  whole  of  those  maxims,  upon  which  we  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Great  Britaiii| 

have  made  and  continued  this  war,  must  be  there  was  a  great  change  throughout  all  Ama- 

abandonod.    Nothing  indeed  (for  I  would  not  rica.   The  tide  of  popular  affection,  which  had 

deceive  you)  can  place  us  in  our  former  situ-  still  set  towards  tiie  parent  country,  begun 

ation.    That  hope  must  be  laid  aside.    But  immediately  to  turn ;  and  to  flow  with  great 

there    is  a  difference  between  bad  and    the  rapidity  in  a  contrary  course.    Far  from  OOB- 

worst  of  all.    Terms  relative  to  the  cause  of  cealing  these  wild  declarations  of  enmi^,  U» 

the  war  ought  to  be  offered  by  the  authority  of  author  of  the  celebrated  pamphlet  which  pc«> 

parliament.    An  arrangement  at  home  promi-  pared  the  minds  of  the  people  for  indepeodencey 

sing  some  security  for  them  ought  to  be  made,  insists  largely  on  the  multitude  and  the  wipkk 

By  doing  this,  without  the  least  impairing  of  of  these  addresses;  and  he  draws  an  argameat 

our  strength,  wo  add  to  the  credit  of  our  mode-  from  them,  which  (if  the  fact  were  as  he  wof- 

ration,  which  in  itself,  is  always  strength  more  poses)  must  be  irresistible.    For  I  never  knnr 

or  less.  a  writer  on  the  theory  of  government  so  pn* 

I  laiow  many  have  been  taught  to  think,  rial  to  authority,  as  not  to  allow,  that  dit 

that  moderation,  in  a  case  like  this,  is  a  sort  hostile  mind   of  the  rulers  to  their  people,  did 

of  treason ;  and  that  all  arguments  for  it  are  fully  justify  a  change  of  government ;  nor  can 

sufficiently  answered  by  railing  at  rebels  and  any  reason  whatever  be  given,  why  one  peopla 

rebellion,  and  by  charging  all  the  present  or  should  vduntarily  yield  any  degree  of  pra- 

future  miseries  which  we  may  suffer,  on  the  eminence  to  an<^er,  but  on  a  supposition  of 

resistance  of  our  brethren.    But  I  would  wish  great  affection  and  benevolence  towards  tbeaa. 

them,  in  this  grave  matter,  and  if  peace  is  not  Unfortunately  your  rulers,  trusting  to  otbsr 

wholly  removed  from  their  hearts,  to  consider  thbgs,  took  no  notice  of  this  great  principts 

seriously,  first,  that  to  criminate  and  recrimi-  of  connection.    From  the  beginning  of  thia 

nato  never  yet  was  the  road  to  reconciliation,  affair,  they  have  done  all  they  could  to  aU^ 

in  any  difference  among  men.    In  the  next  nate  your  minds  from  your  own  kindred ;  and 

place,  it  would  be  right  to  reflect,   that  the  if  they  could  excite  hatred  enough  in  one  of 

American  English  (whom  they  may  abuse,  the  parties  towards  the  other,  ihfff  seemed  to 

if  they  think  it  honourable  to  revile  the  absent)  be  of  opinion  that  they  had  gone  half  the  waj 

can,  as  things  now  stand,  neither  be  provoked  towards  reconciling  the  quarrel, 

at  our  railing,  or  bettered  by  our  instruction.  I  know  it  is  said,  that  your  kindness  it  only 

All  communication  is  cut  off  between  us,  but  alienated  on  account  of  their  resistance ;  and 

Jiis  we  know  with  certainty,  that  though  we  therefore  if  the  colonies  surrender  at  discnrtiOQ, 

'tannot  reclaim  them,  we  may  refcmn  ourselves,  all  sort  of  regard,  and  even  much  indulgenoa 

If  measures  of  peace  are  necessary,  they  must  is  meant  towards  them  in  future.    But  oaa 
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teie  i»1w  are  partimii  for  oontinuing  a  war  craft  and  credulity)  the  voice  d  reason  b 

to  oiforee  such  a  irarrender,  be  responsible  stifled ;  and  idl  the  miscooductf  all  the  calam- 

(after  aH  that  has  passed)  for  such  a  future  ities  of  the  war  are  covered  and  continued. 

mo  of  a  power,  that  is  bound  by  no  compacts,  If  I  had  not  lived  long  enough  to  be  little 

tad  restrained  by  no  terrour?  Will  they  tell  surprised  at  any  thing,  I  should  have  been  in 

HI  what  tfaey  call  iodulgencies?  Do  they  not  some  degree  astoniih«d  at  the  continued  rage 

H  this  instant  call  the  present  war  and  all  its  of  several  gentlemen,  who,  not  satisfied  with 

botrann,  a  lenient  and  merciful  proceeding  ?  carrying  fire  and  sword  into  America,  are  ani- 

No  conqueror,  that  I  ever  heard  of,  has  mated  nearly  with  the  same  fury  against  those 

pi/sisirf  to  make  a  citiel,  harsh,  and  insolent  neighbours  of  theirs,  whose  only  crime  it  is, 

■e  of  his  conquest.    No!   The  man  of  the  that  they  have  charitably  and  humanely  wished 

■Oit  declared  pride,  scarcely  dares  to  trust  them  to  entertain  more  reasonable  sentiments, 

Im  own  heart,  with  this  dreadful  secret  of  and  not  always  to  sacrifice  their  interest  to 

■dbitioo.    But  it  will  appear  in  its  time ;  and  their  passion.  All  thii  rage  against  unresisting 

m  wmn  who  professes  to  reduce  another  to  the  dissent,  convinces  me,  that  at  bottom,  they  are 

JMulsnt  mercy  of  a  foreign  arm,  ever  had  any  far  from  satisfied  they  are  in  the  right.    For 

lort  of  good-win  towards  him.    The  profea-  what  is  it  they  would  have?    A  war?    They 

te  of  kindness,  with  that  sword  in  his  hand,  certainly  have  at  this  moment  the  blessing  of 

and  that  demand  of  surrender,  is  one  of  the  something  that  is  very  like  one ;  and  if  the 

■osC  provoking  acts  of  his  hostility.    I  shall  war  they  enjoy  at  present  be  not  sufficiently 

is  told,  that  all  this  is  lenient  as  against  rebel-  hot  and  extensive,  they  may  shortly  have  it  as 

fiooa  adversaries.    But  are  the  leaders  of  their  warm  and  as  spreading  as  their  hearts  can 

Action   naore  lenient  to  those  who  submit!  desire.    Is  it  the  force  of  the  kingdom  they  call 

Liad  Howe  and  General  Howe  have  powers  for?  They  have  it  already ;  and  if  they  choose 

■der  an  act  of  parliament,  to  restore  to  the  to  fight  their  battles  in  their  own  person,  no- 

tin^s  peace  and  to  free  trade  any  men,  or  dis-  body  prevents  their  setting  sail  to  America  in 

ttiet,  which  shall  submit.    Is  this  done  ?    Wo  the  next  transports.    Do  they  think,  that  the 

have  been  over  and  6ver  informed  by  the  ai»-  service  is  stinted  for  want  of  liberal  supplies  ? 

dHriied  gazette,  that  the  city  of  New  York,  Indeed  they  complain  without  reason.    The 

md  the  countries  of  Staten  and  Long  Island  table  of  the  house  of  commons  will  glut  tliem, 

bive  submitted  voluntarily  and  cheerfully,  and  let  their  appetite  for  expense  be  never  so  keen. 

ibat  many  are  very  foil  of  zeal  to  the  cause  And  I  assure  them  further,  that  those  who 

of  administreUon.    Were  they  instantly  re-  think  with  them  in  the  house  of  commons  are 

Morad  to  trade  ?    Are  they  yet  restored  to  it  ?  fiill  as  easy  in  the  controul,  as  they  are  liberal 

U  Bol  the  benignity  of  two  commissioners,  in  the  vote  of  these  expenses.    If  this  be  not 

manlly  most  humane  and  generous   men,  supply  or  confidence  suflScient,  let  them  open 

IQBB0  way  fottered   by  instructions,  equally  their  own  private  purse  strings  and  give,  from 

igainst  their  dispositions  and   the  spirit  of  what  is  left  to  them,  as  largely  and  wiih  as  little 

paritunentary  faith ;  when  Mr.  Tryon,  vaun-  care  as  they  think  proper. 

ting  of  the  fidelity  of  the  city  in  which  ho  is  Tolerated  in  their  passions,  let  them  learn 

nveinour,  is  obliged  to  apply  to  ministry  for  not  to  persecute  the  moderation  of  their  folbw- 

Iwre  to  protect  the  king's  loyal  subjects,  and  citizens.     If  all  the  world  joined  them  in  a  full 

to  grant  to  them  (not  the  disputed  rights  and  cry  against  rebellion,  and  were  as  hotly  in- 

pnriloges  </ freedom)  but  the  common  rights  flamed  against  the  whole  theory  and  enjoyment 

of  nea,  by  the  name  of  graces  ?    Why  do  not  of  fi'eedom,  as  those  who  are  the  roost  factious 

ihseciamissioners  restore  them  on  the  spot?  for  servitude,  it  could  not  in  my  opinion  answer 

Wcia  they  not  named  as  commissioners  for  any  one  end  whatsoever  in  this  contest.    The 

ImI  express  purpose  ?  But  we  see  well  enough  leaders  of  this  war  could  not  hire  (to  gratify 

to  ni-At  the  whole  leads.    The  Irade  of  Ame-  their  friends)  one  German  more,  than  they  do ; 

riea  ii  to  be  dealt  out  in  private  induigendet  or  inspire  him  with  less  feeling  for  the  persons, 

migmem ;  that  is,  in  joIm  to  recompense  the  or  less  value  for  the  privileges,  of  their  revolted 

iweadiaries  of  war.    They  will  be  informed  brethren.  If  we  all  adopted  their  sentiments  to 

of  the  proper  time  in  which  to  send  out  their  a  man,  their  allies,  the  savage  Indians,  couM 

Miehandise.    Frem  a  national,  the  Araeri-  not  be  more  ferocious  than  they  are :  they  coukL 

cui  toade  is  to  be  turned  into  a  personal  not  murder  one  more  helpless  woman  or  chiki, 

SMaopoly :  and  one  set  of  merchants  are  to  or  with  more  exquisite  refinements  of  cruelty, 

be  rewarded  for  the  pretended  zeal,  of  which  torment  to  death  one  more  of  their  English 

laotber  set  are  the  dupes ;  and  thus  between  flesh  and  blood,  than  they  do  already.    Tha 

Vol.  I.— 17 
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public  taauey  is  gtren  to  parchue  thii  lUi-  dples,  (call  tbem  good  or  eril,)  frnnHn— 

anoe;— and  they  Imwe  their  bargain.  dJacoaaioDS  are  brought  to  tome  sort  of  adyaib 

Thej  are  boatinually  boasting  of  nnaniniity,  meat ;  and  every  hot  ccmtrorersy  is  not  a  cnri 

or  calling  for  it.   But  befiire  this  imanimigrcan  war. 

be  matter  eith«  of  wish  or  congratiilatioo,  we        But,  if  the  colonies  (to  bring  the  geoani 

ought  to  be  pretty  sure,  that  we  are  engaged  in  matter  home  to  us)  could  see,  that  in  Graa 

a  rational  pursuit.    Phrenzy  does  not  become  Britain  the  mass  of  the  people  is  mdted  bUt 

a  slighter  distemper  cm  account  of  the  number  its  gorernment,  and  that  every  dispute  witfi  ^ 

of  those  who  may  be  infected  with  it.    Delu-  minirtry,  must  of  necessity  be  always  «  q«nc 

sion  and  weakness  produce  not  one  mischief  the  with  the  nation ;  they  can  stand  no  longer  ii 

lesa,  because  they  are  universal.    I  declare,  the  equal  and  friendly  relation  of  feDon^citi 

that  I  dannot  discern  die  least  advantage  which  zens  to  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom.  Hndbli 

could  accrue  to  us,  if  we  were  able  to  persuade  as  this  relation  may  appear  to  some,  when  ki 

our  colonies  that  th^  had  not  a  single  friend  in  once  broken,  a  strong  tie  is  dissolved.    Otfw 

Gireat  Britain.    On  the  contrary,  if  the  aflfec-  sort  of  connections  will  be  sought.    For,  than 

tions  and  opinions  of  mankind  be  not  exploded  are  very  few  in  |he  workl,  who  will  not  pnfe 

as  principles  of  connection,  I  conceive  it  would  an  useful  ally  to  an  insolent  master, 
be  happy  for  us,  if  they  were  tau^t  to  believe.         Such  discord  has  been  the  effect  of  the  OK 

that  there  was  even  a  formed  American  party  nimity  into  which  so  many  have  of  late  Iwai 

in  England,  to  whom  they  coukl  always  look  seduced  or  bullied,  or  into  the  appearanet  ol 

for  support !    Happy  would  it  be  for  us,  if  in  which  they  have  sunk  through  mere  daMiir 

all  tempera,  they  might  turn  their  eyes  to  the  They  have  been  told  that  their  diaamt  ftoH 

parent  state ;  so  that  their  very  turbulence  and  violent  measures  is  an  encouragement  to  rcM- 

sedition  should  find  vent  in  no  other  place  than  lion.    Men  of  great  presumption  and  Uttk 

this.    I  believe  there  is  not  a  man  (except  knowledge  will  hold  a  language  which  ia  ooft 

those  who  prefer  the  interest  of  some  paltry  tradicted  by  the  whole  course  of  history.  Qmm 

faction  to  the  very  being  of  their  country)  who  ral  rebellions  and  revolts  of  an  whole  peofli 

would  not  wish  that  the  Americans  should  from  never  were  encouraged^  now  or  at  anytiow 

time  to  time  carry  many  points,  and  even  some  They  are  always  provoked.  But  if  this  udwavd 

of  them  not  quite  reasonable,  by  the  aid  of  any  of  doctrine  of  the  encouragement  of  rebaUoi 

denomination  of  men  here,  rather  than  they  were  true,  if  it  were  true  that  an  assuraaoa  d 

should  be  driven  to  seek  for  protection  against  the  friendship  of  numbers  in  this  coonliy  to 

the  fury  of  foreign  mercenaries,  and  the  waste  wards  the  colonies,  could  become  an  eooiMi 

of  savages,  in  the  arms  of  France.  ragement  to  them  to  break  oS*  aU  connactidi 

When  any  community  is  subordinatdy  con-  with  it,  what  is  the  inference  ?  Does  any  bod] 

nected  with  another,  the  great  danger  of  the  seriously  maintain,   that,  charged  with  pg 

connection  is  the  extreme  pride  and  selPcom*  share  of  the  public  councils,  I  am  obligod  abi 

placency  of  the  superiour,  which  in  all  matters  to  resist  projects  which  I  think  mischieTOaa 

of  controversy  will  probably  decide  in  its  own  lest  men  who  suffer  should  be  encourafod  t( 

favour.    It  is  a  powerful  corrective  to  such  a  resist?    The  very  tendency  of  such  prqiacliU 

very  rational  cause  of  fear,  if  the  inleriour  produce  rebellion  is  one  oif  the  chief  reanBi 

body  can  be  made  to  believe,  that  the  party  in-  against  them.    Shall  that  reason  not  be  givaal 

clination  or  political  views  of  several  in  the  Is  it  then  a  rule,  that  no  man  in  this  nalioi 

principal  state,  will  induce  them  in  some  degree  shall  open  his  mouth  in  favour  of  the  rolflBaaJa 

to  counteract  this  blind  and  tyrannical  parti-  shall  defend  their  rights,  or  complain  of  Ibaii 

ality.    There  is  no  danger  that  any  one  acqui-  sufierings  ?    Or  when  war  finally  breaks  «Mt 

ring  consideration  or  power  in  the  presiding  no  man  shall  express  his  desires  of  peaeal 

state,  should  carry  this  leaning  to  the  infcriour  Has  this  been  the  law  of  our  past,  or  u  k  t( 

too  far.     The  fault  of  human  nature  is  not  of  be  the  terms  of  our  future  connection  ?  Evai 

that  sort.    Power  in  whatever  hands  is  rarely  looking  no  further  than  ourselves,  can  itbe  trw 

guilty  of  too  strict  limitations  on  itself.    But  .  royalty  to  any  government,  or  true  patriolfaB 

one  great  advantage  to  the  support  of  authority  towards  any  country,  to  degrade  their  solaai 

attends  such  an  amicable  and  protecting  con-  councils  into  servile  drawing-rooms,  to  flidltai 

nection,  that  those  wlio  have  conferred  favours  their  pride  and  passions,  rather  tlian  lo  enli|^hta! 

obtain  influence ;  and  from  the  foresight  of  their  reason,  and  to  prevent  them  from  beiB| 

future  events  can  perauade  men,  who  have  re-  cautioned  against  violence  lest  others  ahoitk 

ceivcd  obligations,  sometimes  to  rt  tarn  them,  be  encouraged  to  resistance  ?    By  such  wctfA 

Thus  by  the  mediation  of  thoec  heading  prin-  escence  great  kin^s  and  mighty  nations  mm 
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keen  OBdone ;  and  if  any  are  at*  this  day  in  a  hostility.    They  paid  but  little  respect  to  the 

perilous  situation  from  rejecting  truth,  and  courtjargonoflhat  day;  nor  were  they  inflamed 

liitniing  to  flattery,  it  would  rather  become  by  the  pretended  rivalship  of  the  Dutch  in 

tbeaa  to  reform  the  errours  under  which  they  trade ;  by  the  massacre  at  Amboyna,  acted  on 

wfler,  than  to  reproach  those  who  forewarned  the  stage  to  provoke  the  public  vengeance ;  nor 

dMB  of  their  danger.  by  declamations  against  the  ingratitude  of  the 

Bat  the  rebels  looked  fur  assistance  from  this  United  Provinces  for  the  benefits  England  had 

eooBtry.     They  did  so  in  the  beginning  of  this  conferred  upon   them    in  their  infant  state. 

ciBhufwsy,  most  certainly ;  and  they  sought  it  They  were  not  moved   from  their    evident 

Igr  earnest  applications  to  government,  which  interest  by  all  these  arts ;  nor  was  it  enough 

dS^ty  rejected,  and  by  a  suspension  of  com-  to  tell  them,  they  were  at  war ;  that  they  roust 

Mcoe,  which  the  wealth  of  thu  nation  enabled  go  throu^  with  it ;  and  that  the  cause  of  the 

)nalo  despise.    When  they  found  that  neither  dispute  was  lost  in  the  consequences.    The 

Cjers  nor  menaces  had  any  sort  of  wei^t,  people  of  England  were  then,  as  they  are  now, 

diat  a  firm  resolution  was  taken  to  reduce  called  upon  to  make  government  strong.   They 

dMn  to  unconditional  obedience  by  a  military  thought  it  a  great  deal  better  to  make  it  wise 

fbiee,  they  came  to  the  last  extremity.    De-  and  honest. 

ipaaring  of  us,  they  trusted  in  themselves.  Not  When  I  was  amcmg  my  constituents  at  the 

Mrang  enough  themselves,  they  sought  succour  last  summer  assizes,  1  remember  that  men  of 

ii  France.    In  proportion  as  all  encouragement  all  descriptions  did  then  express  a  very  strong 

*'~~  lessened,  their  distance  fi-om  this  country  desire  fur  peace,  and  no  slight  hbpos  of  attain- 

The  encouragement  is  over ;  the  ing  it  from  the  commission  sent  out  by  my 

is  complete.  Lord  Howe.   And  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable, 

In  order  to  produce  this  favourite  unanimity  ,  that  in  proportion  as  every  person  shewed  a 

B  delusion,  and  to  prevent  all  possibility  of  a  zeal  for  the  court  measures,  he  was  then  ear- 

ntnm  to  our  ancient  happy  concord,  argu-  nest  in  circulating  an  opinion  of  the  extent  of 

■sols  fin*  our  continuance  in  this  course,  are  the  supposed  powers  of  that  commission.  When 

drawn  from  the  wretched  situation  itself  into  I  told  them  that  Lord  Howe  had  no  powers  to 

i^ich  we  have  been  betrayed.     It  is  said,  treat,  or  to  promise  satisfaction  on  any  point 

diat  being  at  war  with  the  colonies,  whatever  whatsoever  of  the  controversy,  I  was  hi^rdly 

sor  sentiments  might  have  been   before,  all  credited;  so  strong  and  general  was  the  desire 

ties  between  us  are  now  dissolved  ;  and  all  the  of  terminating  (his  war  by  the   method  of 

poUcywe  have  left  is  to  strengthen  the  hands  accommodation.    As  far  as  I  could  discover, 

«f  government  to  reduce  them.    On  the  prin-  this  was  the  temper  then  prevalent  through  the 

dfM  of  this  argument,  tlie  more  mischief  we  kingdom.    The  king's  forces,  it  must  be  ob- 

wdhr  from  any  administration,  the  more  our  served,  had  at  that  time  been  obliged  to  eva- 

trait  in  it  is  to  bo  confirmed.     Let  tliem  but  cuate  Boston.    The  superiwity  of  the  former 

Qoee  get  us  into  a  war,  and  then  their  power  campaign  rested  wholly  with  the  colonists.    If 

is  sale,  and  an  act  of  oblivion  past  for  all  their  such  powers  of  treaty  were   to  bo  wished, 

■inoikduct.  whilst  success  was  very  doubtful,  how  came 

But  is  it  really  true,  that  government  is  they  to  be  less  so,  since  his  majesty's  arms 

dways  to  be  strengthened  with  the  instruments  have  been  crowned  with  many  considerable 

cf  war,  but  never  fiirnished  with  the  means  of  advantages  ?    Have  these  successes  induced 

peace  ?    In  former  times  ministers,  I  allow,  us  to  alter  our  mind,  as  thinking  tlio  season  of 

have  been  sometimes  driven  by  the  popular  victory  not  the  time  for  treating  with  honour 

voice  to  assert  by  arms  the  national  honour  or  advantage  ?    Whatever  changes  have  hap- 

ifUBst  ftireign  powers.    But  the  wisdom  of  pencd  in  the  natioiud  character,  it  can  scarcely 

lit  nation  has  been  far  more  clear,  when  those  be  our  wish,  that  terms  of  accommodation 

have  been  compelled  to  consult  its  never  should  be  proposed  to  our  enemy,  except 

by  treaty.    We  all  know  that  the  when  they  must  be  attributed  solely   to  out 

of  the  nation  obliged  the  court  of  Charles  fears.    It  has  happened,  let  me  say  unfortu- 

tbe  Second  to  abandon  the  Dutch  war;  a  war  natcly,  that  we  read  of  his  nuijesty's  commis- 

Mrt  to  the  present  the  most  impolitic  which  sion  for  making  peace,  and  his  troops  cvacua- 

*e  ever  carried  on.     The  good  people  of  ting  his  last  town  in  the  thirteen  colonies,  at 

Eigiand  considered  Holland  as  a  sort  of  de-  the  same  hour,  and  in  the  same  gazette.    It 

paiideocy  on  this  kingdom ;  they  dreaded  to  was  still  more  unfortunate,  that  no  commission 

^ive  it  to  the  protection,  or  subject  it  to  the  went  to  America  to  settle  the  troubles  there 

Mwer  of  France,  by  thrir  cvm  inconsiderate  until  several  months  aAer  an  act  had  been 


Ml  LETTER  TO  THE  SHERIFFS  OF  BRISTOL. 

pused  to  put  the  colonioi  out  of  the  pratactioa  ftantly  dedihed  to  do  so  has  been  atfriliiilall 

of  this  government,  and  to  divide  their  trading  taj  incapacity  for  such  diaquintiaoa ;  aad 

proper^,  vrithout  a  poaibflitj  of  restitution,  am  inclined  to  believe  it  is  partlj  the 

as  spoil  among  the  seamen  of  the  navy.    The  I  never  shall  be  ashamed  to  confess,  that 

most  abject  submission  on  the  part  of  the  coIo-  I  am  ignorant  I  am  diffident    I  am 

nies  could  not  redeem  them.    There  was  no  not  very  solicitous  to  dear   myself  cf  tU 

man  on  that  whole  continent,  or  within  three  imputed  incapacity ;  because  men,  even  In 

thousand  miles  of  it,  qualified  by  law  to  follow  onversant  than  I  am,  in  this  kind  of  tdUk 

aOeeiance  with  protection,  or  submission  with  ties,  and  placed  in  stations,  to  which  Innl 

pardon.    A  proceeding  of  this  kind  has  no  not  to  aspire,  have  by  the  mere  ibree  cf  cOTi 

example  in  history.    Independency,  and  inde-  discretion,  often  conducted  the  afiairs  of  frai 

pendency  with  an  enmity  (which  putting  our-  nations  with  distinguished  felicity  and  ffoif* 
selves  out  of  the  question  would  be   called        When  I  first  came  into  a  public 

natural  and  much  provoked)  was  the  inevUable  found  your  parliament  in  possession  of 

consequence.    How  this  came  to  pass,  the  limited  legislative  power  over  the  coloniw 

nation  may  be  one  day  in  a  humour  to  enquire,  could  not  open  the  statute  book,  without  Miii^ 

All  the  attempts  made  this  session  to  give  the  actual  exercise  of  it,  more  or  leas,  it  al 

fuller  powers  of  peace  to  the  commanders  in  cases  whatsoever.     This  possession 

America,  were  stifled  by  the  fatal  confidence  with  me  for  a  title.    It  does  so  in  all 

of  victory,  ai^  the  wild  hopes  of  unconditional  afluirs.    No  man  examines  into  the  defectt  0 

submission.    There  was  a  moment  favourable  his  title  to  his  paternal  estate,  or  to  his  «rt» 

to  the  king's  arms,  when  if  any  powers  of  con-  blished  government.    Indeed  common  aMl 

cession  had  existed,  on  the  other  side  of  the  taught  me,  that  a  legislative  authority^  wa 

Atlantic,  even  afler  all  our  errours,  peace  in  actually  limited  by  the  express  terms  cf  il 

aM  probability  might  have  been  restored.   But  foundation,  or  by  its  own   subsequem  ncti 

calamity  is  unhf^pily  the  usual  season  of  re-  cannot  have  its  powers  parcelled  out  by  Mf» 

flection ;  and  the  pride  of  men  will  not  oflen  roentative  distinctions,  so  as  to  ecnble  Oi  • 


suffer  reason  to  have  any  scope  until  it  can  be  say,  that  here  they  can,  and  there  they 

no  longer  of  service.  bind.    Nobod^^as  so  obliging  as  to 

I  have  always  wished,  that  as  the  dispute  to   me  any  record  of  such  distinctiooBy  kg 

had  its  apparent  origin  from  things  done  in  compact  or  otherwise,  either  at  ^  sucoaaivi 

parliament,  and  as  the  acts  passed  there  had  formation  of  the  several  colonies,  or  during IIm 

provdcedthe  war,  that  the  foundations  of  peace  existence  of  any  of  them.    If  any  gentmrBi 

should  be  laid  in  parliament  also.    I  have  been  were  able  to  see,  how  one  power  oooU  hi 

astonished  to  find,  that  thoee  whose  zeal  for  the  given  up,  (merely  on  abstract  reasoning,)  mth 

dignity  of  our  body  was  so  hot,  as  to  light  up  out  giving  up  tlie  rest,  I  can  only  aaj,  ikm 

the  flames  of  civil  war,  should  even  piddicly  they  saw  further  than  I  could ;  nor  did  I 

dedare,  that  these  delicate  points  ought  to  be  presume  to  condemn  any  one  for  being 

wholly  lef^  to  the  crown.    Poorly  as  I  may  be  sighted,  when  I  was  blind.    I  praise 

thought  affected  to  the  suthcnity  of  parliament,  penetration  and  learning ;  and  hope  that 

I  shsdl  never  admit  that  our  constitutional  ri^ts  practice  has  been  correspondent  to  their  dMOiy 
can  ever  become  a  matter  of  ministerial  negc^        I  had  indeed  very  earnest  wishes  to  kn| 

liation.  the  whole  body  (^  this  authority  perfiMC  aw 

I  am  charged  with  being  an  American.    If  entire  as  I  found  it,  and  to  keep  it  so,  not  fis 

warm  affection  towards  those  over  whom  I  our  advantage  solely ;  but  prindpally  for  An 

claim  any  share  of  authority,  be  a  crime,  I  am  sake  of  those,  on  whose  account  aJl  just 

guilty  of  this  charge.    But  I  do  assure  you  rity  exists ;  I  mean  the  pec^le  to  be 

(and  they  who  know  me  publicly  and  privately  For  I  thought  I  saw,  that  many  cases 

will  bear  witness  to  me)  that  if  ever  one  man  weU  happen,  in  which  the  exercise  of 

lived,  more  zealous  than  another,  for  the  su-  power  comprehended  in  the  broadest  idsn  d 

premacy  of  parliament,  and  the  rights  of  this  legislature,  might  become  in  its  time  and  air 

imperisd  crown,  it  was  myself.    Many  others  cumstances,  not  a  little  expedient  fiir    ihi 

indeed  might  be  more  knowing  in  the  extent  peace  and  union  of  the  cdonies  among  tlw 

of  the  foundation  of  these  rights.    I  do  not  selves,  as  well  as  (or  their  perfect  bsmMq 

pretend  to  be  an  antiquary,  a  lawyer,  or  quali-  with  Great  Britain.    Thinking  so,  (peiiiapi 

fied  for  the  chair  of  professor  in  metaphysics,  erroneously,)  but  being  honestly  of  thaicipi 

I  never  ventured  to  put  your  solid  interests  nion,  I  was  at  the  same  time  very  sure,  tha 

upon  speculative  grtnmds.    My  having  con-  the  authority  of  which  I  was  so  jealous. 
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aok  undflr  the  actual  circunstaDces  of  our  iodisputed  of  the  rojal  prerogatives;  and  it 

piaiNatioos  be  at  all  preierved  in  any  of  its  extends  to  all  cases  whatsoever.    I  am  fiu 

membefs,  but  by  the  greatest  reserve  in  its  firom  certain,  that  if  several  laws,  which  I 

application;    particularly  in    those   delicate  know,  had   fallen  under  the  stroke  of  that 

pontS)  in  whiich  the  feelings  of  mankind  are  sceptre,  that  the  public  would  have  had  a  ver^ 

Ibe  oMat  i^taUe.    They  who  thought  other-  heavy  loss.    But  it  is  not  tho^pnpriefy  of  the 

vise,  have  found  a  few  more  difficulties  in  exercise  which  is  in  question!    The  exercise 

dmr  woik,  than  (I  hope)  they  were  thoroughly  itself  is  wisely  foreborne.    Its  repose  may  be 

iMure  of,  when  they  imdertook  the  present  the  preservation  of  its  existence ;  and  its  exi»- 

hmimMiii     I  must  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  it  tenoe  may  be  the  mean^  of  saving  the  consti- 

bnot  only  the  invklious  branch  of  taxation  that  tution  itself,  on  an  occasion  worthy  of  bringing 

wiB  bo  resisted,  but  that  no  other  given  part  of  it  forth.    A*  the  disputants,  whose  aocurate 

hgisiative  rights  can  be  exercised,  without  and  logical  reasonings  have  brought  us  into 

nfanl  to  the  general  opinion  of  those  who  are  our  present  condition,  think  it  Absurd,  that 

to  be  fovemed.     That  general  opinion  ia  the  powers  or  members  of  any  constitution  should 

friude,  and  organ  of  legislative  omnipotence,  exist,  rarely  or  ever  to  be  exercised,  I  hope  I 

Witbout  this,  it  may  be  a  theory  to  entertain  shall  be  excused  in  mentioning  another  in* 

d»  BUBd,  but  it  is  nothing  in  the  direction  of  stance,  that  is  material.    We  know,  that  the 

dUn.    The  comj^tcness  o(  the  legislative  convocation  of  the  clergy  had  formerly  been 

Mifaority  of  pariiament  ouer  this  kmgdom  is  called,  and  sat  with  nearly  as  much  regularity 

osC  qnestiened ;  and  yet  many  things  indubi-  to  business  as  parliament  itself.    It  is  now 

ttUy  indndfd  in  the  abstract  idea  of  that  called  for  form  only.     It  sits  for  the  purpose 

posrer,  and  which  carry  no  absolute  injustice  of  making  some  polite  ecclesiastical  compli> 

ia  diBBiselvea,  yet  being  contrary  to  the  opi-  ments  to  the  king ;   and  when  that  grace  is 

mam  and  feeUngs  of  the  people,  can  as  little  said,  retires  and  is  heard  of  no  more.     It  is 

he  mttcwtd,  as  if  parliament  in  that  case  had  however  a  part  of  the  oorutitutionf  and  may  be 

kesn  poMwasflfl  of  no  ri^t  at  all.    I  see  no  called  out   into   act  aind  energy,  whenever 

ihsliaiit  reason,  which  can  be  given,  why  the  there  is  occasion ;  and  whenever  those,  who 

«BM  power  which  made  and  repealed  the  conjure  up  that  spirit,  will  choose  to  abide  the 

Udb  eoBunisnon  court  and  the  star-chamber,  consequences.    It  is  wise  to  permit  its  legal 

■^bt   not  revive   them   again ;    and   these  existence ;  it  is  much  wiser  to  continue  it  a 

eo«ta,  warned  by  their  former  fate,  might  legal  existence  only.     So  truly  has  prudwtce 

ptarfUj  exercise  their  powers   with   some  (constituted  as  the  god  of  this  lower  world) 

But  the  madness  would  be  the  entire  dominion  over  every  exercise  of 

),  as  the  competence  of  that  power,  committed  into  its  hands ;   and  yet  I 

which  should  attempt  such  things,  have  lived  to  see  prudence  and  conformity  to 

If  any  thing  can  be  supposed  out  of  the  power  circumstances,  wholly  set  at  naught  in  our 

<£  honan  legislature,  it  is  religion ;  I  admit,  late  controversies,  and  treated  as  if  they  were 

however,  that  the  established  religion  of  this  the  most  contemptible  and  irrational  of  all 

QDHtry  has  been  three  or  four  timet  altered  things..   I  have  heard  it  a  hundred  times  very 

iij  act  of  parliament ;  and  therefore  that  a  gravely  alleged,  that  in  order  to  keep  power 

Ktfnlo  binds  even  in  that  case.    But  we  may  in  wind,  it  was  necessary,  by  preference,  to 

VMj  afely  affirm,  that  notwithstanding  this  exert  it  in  those  very  points  in  which  it  was 

fpifBt  omnipotence,  it  would  bo  now  found  most  likely  to  be  resisted,  and  the  least  likely 

M  inposnble  for  king  and  parliament  to  aker  to  be  productive  of  any  advantage. 

d»  nnl^Mfh'*^  religion  of  this  country,  as  it  These  were  the  considerations,  gentlemen, 

wm  to  King  James  alone,  when  he  attempted  which  led  me  early  to  think,  that,  in  the  coro- 

to  Btko  suck  an  alteration  without  a  parlia-  prehensive  dominion  which  the  Divine  Plrovi- 

MM.    In  effect,  to  follow,  not  to  f(Mrce  the  dence  had  put  into  our  hands,  insteadof  trou- 

piUie  tndination  ;  to  give  a  direction,  a  form,  bling  our  understandings  with  speculations 

(  todmical  dress,  and  a  specific  sanction,  to  concermng  the  unity  of  empire,  and  the  iden- 

dto  general  sense  of  the  community,  is  the  tity  or  distinction  of  legislative  powers,  and 

fets  end  of  legislature.  inflaming  our  passions  with  the  heat  and  pride 

b  is  so  with  regard  to  the  exercise  of  aQ  of  controversy,  it  was  our  duty,  in  all  sober-' 

*  h»  powers,  whidi  our  constitution  knows  in  ness,  to  conform  our  government  to  the  chtp 

lay  of  its  parts,  and  indeed  to  the  substantial  racter  and  circumstances  of  the  several  people 

■Ji^fnff  of  any  of  the  parts  themselves.  The  who  compose  this  mighty  and  ^rangely  diveiw 

ting^  nsfative  to  bills  ia  one  of  the  most  aified  mass.     I-  never  was  wild   enou^  to 
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eoneeive,  that  one  method  would  scnro  for  the  let  loose  as  destructire  to  all  authority,  m  Iht 

iHiole ;  that  the  natives  o(Hindo8tan  and  diose  fonner  are  to  all  freedom ;  and  ererj  gontth 

itTVirginia  could  be  ordered  io  the  same  man-  ment  is  called  tyranny  and  usurpation  which  is 

ner;  or  that  the  Cutchcry  court  and  the  grand  not  formed  on  their  fancies.    In  this  maoMr 

jury  of  Salem  could  be  regulated  on  a  similar  the  stirrers-up  of  this  contention,  not  satisfied 

plan.    I  was  persuaded  that  government  was  with  distracting  our  dependencies  and  fiDiif 

a  practical  thing,  made  for  the  happiness  of  them  with  blood  and  slau^ter,  are  cunujithg 

mankind,  and  not  to  furnish  out  a  spectacle  of  our  understandings :  they  are  endeavouriiy  to 

unifonnity,  to  gratify  the  schemes  of  visionary  tear  up,  along  with  practical  liberty,  al  tht 

politicians.    Chir  bwioess  was  to  rule,  not  to  foundations  of  human  society,  all  equity  uid 

wrangle ;  and  it  would  have  been  a  poor  con>-  justice,  religi(»i  and  order, 
pensation  that  we  had  Mumphed  in  a  dispute,        Civil  freedom,  gentlemen,  is  not,  as  miiiy 

whilst  we  lost  an  empire.  have  endeavoured  to  persuade  jrou,  a  tUig 

K  there  be  one  fact  in  the  world  perfisctly  that  lies  hid  in  the  depth  of  abstruse  scienee. 

clear,  it  is  this ;  "  That  the  disposition  of  the  It  is  a  blessing  and  a  benefit,  not  an  ahatnct 

people  of  America  is  wholly  averse  to  any  speculation ;  and  all  the  just  reaaonti^  thit 

other  than  a  free  government  f*  and  this  is  can  be  upon  it,  is  of  so  coarse  a  texture,  ai 

indication  enough  to  any  honest  statesman,  perfectly  to  suit  the  ordinary  capacities  of 

how  he  ought  to  adapt  whatever  power  he  those  who  are  to  enjoy,  and  of  those  who  we 

finds  in  his  hands  to  their  case.   If  any  ask  me  to  defend  it.     Far  from  any  resemManCd  to 

what  a  free  government  is,  I  answer  that,  for  those  propositions  in  geometry  and  metaplij- 

any  practical  purpose,  it  is  what  the  people  sics,  which  admit  no  medium,  but  muit  w 

think  so ;  and  that  they,  and  not  I,  are  the  true  or  false  in  all  their  latitude ;  social  ad 

natural,  lawful,  and  competent  judges  of  this  civil  freedom,  like  all  other  things  in  comnw 

matter.    If  they  practically  allow  me  a  greater  life,  are  variously  mixed  and  modified,  enjoyed 

degree  of  authority  over  them  than  is  consis-  in  very  different  degrees,  and  shaped  into  «i 

tent  with  any  correct  ideas  of  perfect  freedom,  infinite  diversity  of  forms,  according  to  dw 

I  ought  to  thank  them  for  so  great  a  trust  and  temper  and  circumstances  of  every  conumnd^. 

not  to  endeavour  to  prove  from  thence,  that  The  extreme  of  liberty  (which  is  its 

they  have  reasoned  amiss,  and  that  having  perfection,  but  its  real  fault)  obtains  no 

gone  so  frur,  by  analogy,  they  must  hereafler  nor  ought  to  obtain  any  where, 

have  no  enjojnnent  but  by  my  pleasure.  extremes,  as  we  all  know,  in  every  point  wUcIl 

If  we  had  seen  this  done  by  any  others,  we  relates  either  to  our  duties  or  satisfactkm  fal 

should  have  concluded  them  far  gone  in  mad-  life,  are  destructive  both  to  virtue  and  eaJ0f> 

ness.    It  is  melancholy  as  well  as  ridiculous,  ment.    Liberty  too  must  be  limited  in  oidar  Io 

to  observe  the  kind  of  reasoning  with  which  the  be  possessed.     The  degree  of  restraint  it  ii 

public  has  been  amused,  in  order  to  divert  our  impossible  in  any  case  to  settle  precisely, 

minds  from  the  common  sense  of  our  American  it  ought  to  be  the  constant  aim  of  every 

policy.    There  are  people,  who  have  split  and  public  counsel,  to  find  out  by  cautious 

anatomised  the  doctrine  of  free  government,  ments,  and  rational,  cool  endeavours,  wHh 

as  if  it  were  an  abstract  question  concerning  how  little,  not  how  much  of  this  restraint,  die 

metaphysical  liberty  and  necessity ;  and  not  a  community  can  subsist.    For  liberty  is  a  food 

matter  of  moral  prudence  and  natural  feeling,  to  be  improved,  and  not  an  evil  to  be  lessedod. 

They  have  disputed,  whether  liberty  be   a  It  is  not  only  a  private  blessing  of  the  finrt 

positive  or  a  negative  idea ;  whether  it  does  order,  but  the  vital  spring  and  energy  of  the 

not  consist  in  being  governed  by  laws ;  with-  state  itself,  which  has  just  so  much  life  wtA 

out  considering  what  are  the  laws,  or  who  are  vigour  as  there  is  liberty  in  it    But  whetlHi 

the  makers ;  whether  man  has  any  rights  by  liberty  be  advantageous  or  not,  (for  I  know  H 

nature ;  and  whether  all  the  property  he  en-  is  a  fashion  to  decry  the  very  principle,)  boM 

joys,  be  not  the  alms  of  his  government,  and  will  dispute  that  peace  is  a  blessing ;  and  peaes 

hi^  life  itself  their  favour  and    indulgence,  must  in  the  course  of  human  affairs  be  fti^ 

Others  corrupting  religion,  as  these  have  per-  qucntly  bought  by  some  indulgence  and  toleia 

rerted  philosophy,  contend,  that  Christians  are  tion  at  least  to  liberty.     For  as  the  sabbttA 

redeemed  into  captivity ;  and  the  blood  of  the  (though  of  divine  institution)  was  made  1m 

Sariour  of  mankind  has  been  shed  to  make  man,  not  man  for  the  sabbath,  govemiMBt, 

them  the  slaves  of  a  few  proud  and  insolent  which  can  claim  no  higher  origin  or  autiiarilr, 

sinners.    These  shocking  extremes,  provdcing  in  its  exercise  at  least,  ought  to  coofonn  to  mt 

to  extremes  of  another  kind«  speculations  are  exigencies  of  the  time,  and  the  temper  tai 
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cftanMaw  of  the  people,  with  whom  it  is  con-  more  distinct  idea  of  our  policy  with  regard  to 

eeraed ;  and  not  always  to  attempt  violently  this  roost  delicate  of  all  objects.    The  colonies 

to  bend  the  people  to  their  theories  of  sut>>  were  from  the  beginning  subject  to  the  legisla- 

jecCion.    The  bulk  of  mankind  on  their  part  turo  of  Great  Britain,  on  {Ninciples  which 

wn  not  excessively  curious  concerning  any  they  never  «tzamined;  and  we  permitted  to 

Aeories,  whilst  they  are  really  happy;  and  them  many  local  privileges,  without  asking 

OBe  snr*  symptom  of  an  ill-conducted  state,  is  how  they  agreed  with  that  legislative  autho> 

die  proponsi^  of  the  peofrfe  to  resort  to  them.  rity.    Modes  of  administration  were  ibrmed 

Bat  wlien  subjects,  by  a  long  course  of  such*  in  an  insensible  and  very  unsystematic  man> 

il  eoodoct,  are  once  thoroughly  inflamed,  and  ner.    But  they  gradually  adapted  ihemseives 

dw  state  itself  violendy  distempered,  the  peo-  to  the  varying  condition  of  thinxM.^— What 

most  have  some  satisfaction  to  their  feel*  was  first  a  single  kingdom  stretched  into  an 
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more  solid  than  a  sophistical  speculation  empire ;  and  an  imperial  superintendency  of 
OB  law  and  government.  Such  was  our  situa-  some  kind  or  other  became  necessary.  Par- 
don; and  rach  a  satisfaction  was  nocossary  liament,  from  a  mere  representative  of  the 
tD  prevent  recourse  to  arms ;  it  was  necessary  people,  and  a  guardian  of  popular  privileges 
lowaids  laying  them  down ;  it  will  be  neces-  for  its  own  immediate  constituents,  grew  into 
wuj  to  prevent  the  taking  them  up  again  and  a  uil^ty  sovereignty.  Instead  of  being  a  con- 
again.  Of  what  nature  this  satisfaction  ought  trcul  oc  the  crown  on  its  own  behalf,  it  oommu- 
to  be,  I  wish  it  had  been  the  disposition  of  nicatcd  i  soK  of  strength  to  the  royal  authority , 
paiKament  seriously  to  consider.  It  was  cer-  w«:ich  was  wanted  lor  the  conservation  of  a 
lainly  a  deliberation  that  called  for  the  exer-  new  object,  but  which  could  not  be  safely 
tioB  of  all  their  wisdom.  trusted  to  the  crown  alone.  On  the  other 
I  am,  and  ever  have  been  deeply  sensible,  of  hand,  the  colonies  advancing  by  equal  steps, 
the  difficulty  of  reconciling  the  strong  presiding  and   governed  by  the   same  necessity,  had 


r,  that  is  so  usefiil  towards  the  conserva-  formed  within  themselves,   either  by  royal 

lioo  of  a  vast,  disconnected,  infinitely  divcrsi-  instruction,  or  royal  charter,  acsemblies  so 

fed  empire,  with  that  liberty  and  safety  of  exceedingly  resembling  a  parliament,  in  all 

dw  provinces,  which  they  must  enjoy,  (in  their  forms,  functions,  and  powers,  that  it  was 

opinioo  and  practice  at  least,)  or  they  will  not  impossible  they  should  not  imbibe  some  opinion 

be  provinces  at  all.    I  know,  and  have  long  of  a  similar  authority. 

fisklhe  diflkulty  of  reconciling  the  unwieldly        At  the  first  designation  of  these  assemblies, 

fau^ioess  of  a  great  ruling  nation,  habitu-  they  were  probably  not  intended  for  any  thing 

ited  to  command,   pampered   by  enormous  more  (nor  perhaps  did  they  think  themselves 

swallh,  and  confident  from  a  king  course  of  much  higher)  than  the  municipal  corporations 

prosperity  and  victory,  to  the  high  spirit  of  free  within  Uiis  Island,  to  which  some  at  present 

depeindencies,  animated  with  the  first  glow  love  to  compare  Uiem.    But  nothing  in  pro- 

md  activity  of  juvenile  heat,  and  assuming  to  gression  can  rest  on  its  original  plan.    We 

tMDselves  as  their  birthright,  some  part  of  may  as  well  think  of  rocking  a  grown  man 

Ihtt  very  pride  which  oppresses  them.    They  in  the  cradle  of  an  infant.     Therefore  as  the 

viiD  perceive  no  difficulty  in  reconciling  these  colonies  prospered  and  increased  to  a  nume- 

tsipirrs,  (which  however  to  make  peace  must  reus  and  mighty  people,  spreading  over  a  very 

mmm  way  or  other  be  reconciled,)  are  much  great  tract  of  the  globe ;  it  was  natural  tliat 

aiheiB  my  capacity,  or  much  below  the  magni-  Uiey  should  attribute  to  assemblies  so  respect- 

ladt  of  the  business.    Of  one  thing  I  am  per-  able  in  their  formal  constitution,  some  part  of 

fcedy  dear,  that  it  is  not  by  deciding  the  suit,  the  dignity  of  the  great  nations  which  they 

hot  by  eompromising  ih  s  difference,  that  peace  represented.    No  longer  tied  to  by-laws,  tlicse 

OHI  Im  restored  or  kept.    They  who  would  assemblies  made  acts  of  all  sorts  and  in  all 

ptt  an  end  to  such  quarrels,  by  declaring  cases  whatsoever.     They  levied  money,  not 

lanBy  in  favour  of  the  whole*  demands  of  lor  parochial  purposes,  but  upon  regular  grants 

iidwr  party,  have  mistaken,  in  my  humble  to  the  crown,  following  all  the  rules  and  prin* 

tpinioa,  the  ofiice  of  a  mediator.  cif^es  of  a  parliament  to  which  they  approached 

The  war  is  now  of  full  two  years  standing ;  every  day  more  and  more  nearly.    Those  who 

ihs  eootroversy  of  many  more.   In  different  pe-  think  themselves  wiser  than  Providence  and 

rildiof  the  dispute,  diflerent  methods  of  recon-  stronger  than  the  course  of  nature,  may  com- 

•^ffim  were  to  be  pursued.  I  mean  to  trouble  plain  of  all  this  variation,  on  the  one  side  or 

yaa  with  a  short  state  of  things  at  the  most  im-  the  other,  as  their  several  humours  and  preju* 

Itttaal  of  these  periods,  in  onler  to  give  you  a  dices  may  lead  them.    But  thingd  could  not 
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be  otherwise ;  and  English  oolooies  miat  be  punled  political  ettabUshmeots.    Happj  an 

had  CO  these  terms,  or  not  at  all.    In  the  mean  the  rulers  which  have  the  secret  of  presertim 

time  neither  party  felt  any  inooDvenience  Uom  it  I 

this  double  legislature,  to  which  they  had  been         The  whole  empire  had  reason  to  remesibai 

formed  by  imperceptible  habits,  and  old  cu»>  with  eternal  gratitude,  the  wisdom  and  teoMi 

torn,  the  great  support  of  all  the  governments  of  that  man  and  his  excellent  associates,  WMi 

in  the  world.    Though  these  two  legislatures  to  recover  this  coofideoce,  fiirmed  a  plan  o4 

were  sometimes  found  perhaps  performing  the  paci6cation  in  1766.    That  plan,  being*  Infll 

very  same  functions,  they  did  not  very  grossly  upon  the  nature  of  roan,  and  the  circumstiMH 

or  systematically  dash.     In  all  likelihood  this  and  habits  of  the  two  countries,  and  not  on  w| 

arose  from  mere  neglect ;  possibly  from  the  visionary  speculations,  perfectly  answwed  k» 

natural   operation  of  things,  which,  left  to  end,  as  long  as  it  was  thought  prober  to  adMn 

themselves,  generally  &il  into   their  proper  to  it.    Without  giving  a  rude  shock  to  JIh 

order.    But  whatever  was  the  cause,  it  is  cep-  dignity  (well  or  ill  understood)  of  this  pt9> 

tain  that  a  regular  revenue  by  the  authority  1  lament,   they  gave  perfect  content  to   on 

of  parliament  for  the  support  of  civil  and  mill-  dependencies.    Had  it  not  been  for  th«  mmt 

tary  establishments,  seems  not  to  have  been  diatorial  spirit  and  talents  of  that  great  ■an^ 

thought  of  until  the  colonies  were  too  prood  to  between  such  clashing  pretensions  and  (■» 

submit,  too  strong  to  be  forced,  too  enli^tened  sions,  we  should  then  have  rushed  headhat 

not  to  see  all  the  consequences  which  mus'  (I  know  what  I  say)  into  the  calamitioo  m 

arise  from  such  a  system.  that  civil  war,  in  which,  by  d^Mirting  fipoaa  tUi 

If  ever  this  scheme  of  taxation  was  to  be  system,  we  are  at  length  involved ;  and  m 

pushed  against  the  inclinations  of  the  people,  should  have  been  precipitated  into  that  WW|  al 

it  was  evident  that  dtscussions  must  arise,  a  time,  when  circumstances  both  at  homo  wtd 

which  would  let  loose  all  the  elements  that  abroad  were  far,  very  far,  more  uniavowiddl 

composed  this  double  constitution ;  would  shew  unto  us  than  they  were  at  the  breaking 

how  much  each  of  their  members  had  departed  the  present  troubles, 
from  its  original  principles ;  and  would  disco-        I  had  the  happiness  of  giving  my  firat  > 

ver  contradictions  in  each  legislature,  as  well  in  parliament  for  that  pacihcatioo.    I  waa  OM 

to  its  own  first  principles,  as  to  its  relation  to  of  those  almost  unanimous  members,  wka»  ii 

the  other,  very  difHcult  if  not  absolutely  im-  the  necessary  concessions  of  parliament,^ 

poaaiblo  to  be  reconciled.  as  much  as  possible  have  preserved  ita 

T%erefbre,  at  the  first  fatal  opening  of  this  rity,  and  respected  its  honour.    I  could 

contest,  the  wuest  course  seemed  to  be  to  put  once  tear  from  my  heart  prejudices  which ' 

an  end  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  immediate  dear  to  me,  and  which  Uwe  a  resemblaneote 

causes  of  the  dispute ;  and  to  quiet  a  discussion,  virtue.    I  had  then,  and  I  have  still  wj  fm* 

not  easily  settled  upon  clear  principles,  and  ari-  tialities.    What  parliament  gave  up,  I 

sing  from  claims  which  pride  would  permit  to  be  given  as  of  grace,  and  favour,  and 

neither  party  to  abandon,   by  resorting  as  tion,  and  not  as  a  restitution  of  stolen  _ 

nearly  as  possible  to  the  old  successful  course.  High  dignity  relented  as  it  was  soothed^ 

A  mere  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  tax,  with  a  a  benignity  from  old  aduiowledged 

declaration  of  the  legislative  authority  of  this  had  its  full  effect  on  our  dependencies, 

kingdom,  was  then  ftilly  sufficient  to  procure  unlimited  declaration  of  legislative 

peace  to  both  aides.    Man  is  a  creature  of  produced  not  a  single  murmur.    If  this 

habit,  and  the  first  breach  being  of  very  short  fined  power  has  become  odious  since  thiU 

continuance,  the  cdonies  fell  back  exactly  int>  and  full  of  horrour  to  the  colonies,  it  is 

their  ancient  state.    The  ctmgress  had  used  the  vnttupieunu  eoi\fidmce  is  lost,  and  tba  pft 

an  expression  with  regard  to  this  pacification,  rental  affection,  in  the  bosom  of  whose  oomir». 

which  appears  to  me  truly  significant.    After  less  authority  they  reposed  their  privilegaa,  la 

the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  '<  the  colonies  bec<mie  estranged  and  hostile, 
fell,"  says  this  assembly,  "  into  their  ancient        It  will  be  asked,  if  such  was  then  my  opnte 

state  of  unmupecUng  coiiftdenee  in  the  mother  of  the  mode  of  pacification,  how  I  came  to  hm 

etmntryP    This  unsuspecting  confidence  is  the  the  very  person  who  moved,  not  cnly  (or  a  m» 

true  centre  of  gravitjr  among  mankind,  about  peal  of  all  the  late  coercive  statutes,  but  fiii  — 

which  all  the  parts  are  at  rest.    It  is  this  wi-  tilating  by  a  positive  law,  the  entireneas  ef -ih* 

napeeUng  cmyidtnett  that  removes  all  diffi-  legislative  power  of  parliament,  and  cuttiafaf 

cAilties,  and  reconciles  all  the  contradictions  tom  it  the  whde  right  of  taxation  ?   I  umrnm^ 

which  occur  in  the  complexity  of  aU  ancient  because  a  different  state  of  things  raqjairaa  s» 
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oondact.   WheD  the  dispute  had  gone  proceedingi  I  cannot  bo  supposed  to  be  per 

to  these  last  eztretnities,  (which  no  man  la-  aonal.    Would  to  God  I  could  be  suspected  of 

boored  more  to  prerent  than  I  did,)  the  coo-  it.    My  fault  might  be  greater,  but  the  public 

cesBMBB  i^iich  had  satisfied  in  the  beginning,  calamity  would  he  l^bs  extensive.    If  my  con- 

ooald  satisfy  no  longer ;  because  the  violation  duct  has  not  been  able  to  make  any  impressioo 

of  tocii  &itb  required  explicit  security.    The  on  the  warm  part  of  that  ancient  and  powerful 

cause  which  has  introduced  aU  formal  party,  with  whose  support  I  was  not  honoured 

and  covenants  among  men  made  it  at  my  election ;  on  my  side,  my  respect,  regard, 

.    I  mean  habits  of  soreness,  jea*  and  duty  to  them  is  not  at  all  lessened.    I  owe 

r,  and  distrust.    I  parted  with  it,  as  with  the  gentlemen  who  compose  it  my  most  humble 

linb ;  but  as  a  limb  to  save  the  body ;  and  I  service  in  every  thiog.    I  hope  that  whenever 

liave  parted  with  more,  if  more  had  been  any  of  them  were  pleMcd  to  command  me,  that 

;  any  thing  rather  than  a  fruitless,  they  found  me  perfectly  equal  in  my  obedience. 

t,  unns^ural  civil  war.    This  mode  of  But  flattery  and  friendship  are  very  different 

f,  would,  it  is  said,  give  way  to  inde-  things ;  and  to  mislead  is  not  to  servo  them, 

without  a  war.    I  am  persuaded  I  cannot  purchase  the  favour  of  any  man  by 

the  nature  of  things,  and .  from  every  concealing  from  him  what  I  think  his  ruin. 

I,  that  it  wouU  have  had  a  direcdy  By  the  favour  of  my  fellow-citizens,  I  am  the 

effect.   But  if  it  had  this  effect,  1  con-  representative  of  an  honest,  well-ordered,  vir* 

tfai^  I  should  prefer  independency  without  tuous  city ;  of  a  people,  who  {M-eserve  more  of 

r,  to  independency  with  it ;  and  I  have  so  the  original  English  simplicity,  and  purity  of 

trust  in  the  inclinatioift  and  prejudices  manners,  than  perhaps  any  other.   You  possess 

ef  Bankind,  and  so  little  in  any  thing  else,  amongyou  several  men  and  magistrates  of  huge 

diat  I  should  expect  ten  times  more  benefit  to  and  cultivated  unrlerstandings ;  fit  for  any  em- 

this  kingdom  frcm  the  affection  of  America,  ployroent  in  any  sphere.    I  do,  to  the  best  of 

Ihoe^  under  a  separate  establishment,  than  my  power,  act  so  as  to  make  myself  worthy  of 

from  her  perfect  submission  to  the  crown  and  so  honourable  a  choice.    If  I  were  ready,  on 

partisment,  accompanied  with  her  terrour,  dis-  any  call  of  my  own  vanity  or  interest,  or  to 

gMt,  and  abhorrence.   Bodies  tied  together  by  answer  any  election  purpose,  to  forsake  prii^ 

so  annalural  a  bond  of  union  as  mutual  hatred,  ciples,  (whatever  they  are)  which  I  had  formed 

■re  oidy  connected  to  their  ruin.  at  a  mature  age,  on  full  reflection,  and  iwiucb 

Gee  famdred  and  ten  respectable  members  had  been  confirmed  l\y  long  experience,  I 

of  parliament  voted  for  that  concession.  Many  should  forfeit  the  only  thing  which  makes  you 

Mt  pceeent  when  the  motion  was  made,  were  pardon  so  many  errours  and  imperfections  in 

of  tiie  sentiments  of  those  who  voted.    I  knew  me.    Not  that  I  think  it  fit  for  any  one  to  rely 

it  wonld  then  have  made  peace.    I  am  not  too  much  on  his  own  understanding ;  or  to  be 

widKWt  hopes  that  it  would  do  so  at  present  if  filled  with  a  presumption,  not  becoming  a  Chrie- 

itwere  adoipted.   No  benefit,  no  revenue  coukl  tian  man,  in  his  own  personal  stability  and 

W  kMt  by  it ;  something  might  possibly  be  rectitude. 

gifaed  by  its  consequences.     For  be  fully        I  hope  I  am  far  from  that  vain  confidence, 

■snred,  that,  of  all  the  phantoms  that  ever  which  ahnost  always  fails  in  trial.    I  know  my 

Maded  the  find  hopes  of  a  credulous  world,  a  weakness  in  all  respects,  as  mucli  at  least  as 

pMttuaentary  revenue  in  the  colonies  is  the  any  enemy  I  have ;  and  I  attempt  to  take  so- 

mntt  peiiectly  chimerical.     Your   breaking  curity  against  it.    The  only  method  which  has 

Asoi  to  ainr  subjection,  far  from  relieving  your  ever  been  found  effectual  to  preserve  any  man 

hartlMns,  (the  pretext  for  this  war,)  will  never  against  the  corruption  of  nature  and  example, 

p^  that  military  force  which  will  be  kept  up  to  is  an  habit  of  life  and  communication  of  coun 

tWdeetruction  of  their  liberties  and  yours.    I  oils  with  the  most  virtuous  and  publio-^irited 

riik  nothing  in  this  profihecy.  men  of  the  age  you  live  in.    Such  a  society 

Gentlemen,  you  have  my  opinions  on  the  cannot  be  kept  without  advantage  or  deserted 

pftMnt  state  of  public  affairs.    Mean  as  they  without  shame.  For  this  rule  of  conduct  I  may 

■lybe  in  themselves,  your  partiality  has  made  be  called  in  reproach  a  par^  man;  but  I  am 

fhim  of  some  unportance.    Without  trouUing  Uttle  affected  with  such  aspersions.     In  the 

WjHlfiu  enquire  whether  I  am  under  a  formal  way  which  they  call  party,  I  worship  the  con- 

aNigatkmto  it,  I  have  a  pleasure  in  accounting  stitution  of  your  fathers;  and  I  shall  never 

iir  mj  conduct  to  my  constituents.    I  feel  blush  for  my  political  company.   All  reverence 

ntnriy  on  this  subject,  and  I  express  myself  to  honour,  all  idea  of  what  it  is,  will  bo  lost  out 

M  1  fed.    If  I  presume  to  blame  any  public  of  tho  worU,  belbre  it  can  bo  imputed  as  a 


e68  LETTER  TO  THE  SHERIFFS  OF  9RIST0I. 

fiiult  to  an)  man  'hat  he  has  be«n  closely  con-  good  on  account  of  the  behaviour  o**  ili  nic«,  fft 

nected  with  those  incomparable  persons,  living  of  the  party  of  the  latter.    The  coauacn  am 

and  dead,  with  whom  for  eleven  years  I  have  is  no  justification  for  taking  this  par.y.    I  lav« 

constantly  thought  and  acfed.    If  I  have  wan-  been  deceived,  say  they,  by  T^Uiuswaa  Mr*-r^^ 

dered  out  of  the  paths  of  rectitude,  mto  those  I  have  been  the  dupe  of  this  pretender  v^  v' 

of  interested  factions,  it  was  in  company  with  that  mountebank ;  and  I  can  trust  appearance* 

the  Saviles,  the  Dowdeswells,  the  Wentworths,  no  longer.    But  my  credulity  and  want  of  di^ 

the  Bentincks ;  with  the  Lenoxes,  the  Man-  cernment  cannot,  as  I  conceive,  anKwmt  to  a 

sfaaters,  Jie  Keppels,  the  Saunders's ;  with  fair  presumption  against  any  man's  integritj. 

the  trnporate,  permanent,  hereditary  virtue  of  A  conscientious  peraon  would  rather  doubt  hiia 

the  whole  house  of  Cavendish ;  names,  among  own  judgment,  than  condemn  his  species.    He 

which,  some  have  extended  your  fame  and  would  say,  I  have  obaerved  without  attention, 

empire   in  arms,   and  all   have  fought  the  or  judged  upon  erroneous  maxims ;  I  trusted 

battle  of  your  liberties  in  fieMs  not  less  glo-  to  profession,  when  I  ought  to  have  attended  to 

rious. — These   and  many  more  like  thesoi  conduct.    Such  a  man  will  grow  wise,  not 

grafting  public  principles  on  private  honour,  malignant,  by  his  acquaintance  with  the  world. 

have  redeemed  the  present  age,  and  would  But  he  that  accuses  all  mankind  of  corrupUoa 

have  adorned  the  most  splendid  period  in  your  ought  to  remember  that  he  is  sure  to  cocvicl 

history.    Where  couM  any  man,  conscious  of  only  one.    In  truth  I  should  much  rather  admU 

his  own  inability  to  act  alone,  and  willing  to  (hose  whom  at  any  time  I  have  disrelished  the 

act  as  he  ought  to  do,  have  arranged  himself  most,  to  be  patterns  of  perfection,  than  9erk  a 

better?   If  any  one  thinks  this  kind  of  society  consolation  to  m*^  own  unworthinras,  in  a  {$0- 

to  be  taken  up  as  the  best  method  of  gratifying  neral  communion  of  depravity  with  all  about  me. 

low  personal  pride,  or  ambitious  interest,  he         That  this   ill-natured  doctrine    should   be 

is  mistaken ;  and  knows  nothing  of  the  world,  preached  by  the  missionaries  of  a  court  I  do 

Preferring  this  connection ;  I  do  not  mean  not  wonder.    It  answers  their  purpose.    But 

to  detract  in  the  slightest  degree  fi-om  others,  that  it  should  be  heard  among  those  who  pre- 

There  are  some  of  those,  whom  I  admire  at  tend  to  be  strong  assertors  of  liberty,  is  not  only 

something  of  a  greater  distance,  with  whom  I  surprising,  but  hardly  natural.    This  moral 

had  the  happiness  also  perfectly  to  agree,  in  levelling  is  a  urvUe  prindpie.    It  leads  to 

almost  all  the  particulars,  in  which  I  have  dif-  practical  passive  obedience  far  better,  than  all 

fered  with  some  successive  administrations ,  the  doctrines,  which  the  pliant  accommodation 

and  they  are  such,  as  it  never  can  be  reputable  of  theology  to  power  has  ever  produced.    It 

to  any  government  to  reckon  among  its  enemioi.  cuts  up  by  the  roots,  not  only  all  idea  of  fiirci- 

I  hope  there'are  none  of  you,  corrupted  with  bio   resistance,  but  even  of  civil  oppositioo. 

the  doctrine  taught  by  wicked  men  for  the  It  disposes  men  to  an  abject  submission,  not  by 

worst 'purposes,  and  received  by  the  malignant  opinion,  which  may  be  shaken  by  argument  or 

credulity  of  envy  and  ignorance,  which  is,  that  altered  by  passion,  but  by  the  strong   tief  of 

the  men  who  act  upon  the  public  stage  are  all  public  and  private  interest    For  if  all  msB 

alike ;  all  equally  corrupt ;  all  influenced  by  no  who  act  in  a  public  situation  are  equally  ssi- 

pther  views  than  the  sordid  lure  of  salary  and  fish,  corrupt,  and  venal,  what  reason  can  bo 

pension.    The  thing,  I  know  by  experience  to  given  for  desiring  any  sort  of  change,  whidk, 

be  false.    Nerer  expecting  to  find  perfection  besides  the  evils  which  must  attend  all  chanfaa, 

in  men,  and  not  looking  for  divine  attributes  in  can  bo  productive  of  no  possible  advantage  f 

created  beings,  in  my  commerce  with  my  co-  The  active  men  in  the  state  are  true  aunplsB 

temporaries,  I  have  found  much  human  virtue,  of  the  mass.    If  they  are  universally  depraved, 

[  have  seen  not  a  little  public  spirit ;  a  real  the  commonwealth  itself  is  not  sound.    Wo 

subordination  of  interest  to  duty ;  and  a  decent  may  amuse  ourselves  with  talking  as  waadk  as 

and  regulated  sensibility  to  honest  faune  and  we  please  of  llie  virtue  of  middle  or  bumUelilb; 

reputation.    The  age  unquestionably  (ntxluces  that  is,  we  may  place  our  confidence  in  the 

(whether  in  a  greater  or  less  number  than  for-  virtue  of  those  who  have  never  been  tried. 

rncr  times,  I  know  not)  daring  profligates  and  But  if  the  persons  who  are  continually 

insidious  hypocrites.    What  then  ?    Am  I  not  ging  out  of  that  sphere,  be  no  better  th^n 

to  avail  myself  of  whatever  good  is  to  be  found  whom  birth  has  placed  above  it,  whal 

in  the  worid,  because  of  the  mixture  of  evil  are  there  in  the  remainder  of  the  body,  whidi 

that  will  alwa3rs  be  in  it  ?    The  smallnoas  of  is  to  furnish  the  perpetual  succeasioo  of  dm 

the  quantity  in  currency  only  heightens  the  state  ?    All  who  have  ever  written  on  goveca- 

value.    They,  who  raise  suspicions  on  the  msnt,  are  unanimous,  that  amnog  a  peoplo 
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feneraOy  corrupt,  liber^  cannot  long  exist,  terest ;  but  tho  soparatioa  of  fame  and  virtue 
And  indeed  how  is  it  possible  ?  when  those  is  an  harsh  divorce.  Liberty  is  in  danger  of 
who  are  to  make  the  laws,  to  guard,  to  enforce,  being  made  unpopular  to  Englishmen.  Con- 
or to  obey  them,  are  by  a  tacit  confederacy  of  tending  for  an  imaginary  power,  we  begin  to 
manoers,  indisposed  to  the  spirit  of  all  geno>  acquire  the  ^irit  of  domination,  and  to  lose 
rotts  and  noble  institutions.  the  relish  of  honest  equality.    The  principles 

I  am  aware  that  the  age  is  not  what  we  all  of  our  forefathers  become  suspected  to  us,  be- 

wish.    But  I  am  sure,  that  the  only  means  of  cause  we  see  them  animating  the  present  o|>< 

checking  its  precipitate  degeneracy,  is  heartily  position  of  our  children.    Tho   faults  which 

to  concur  with  wliatever  is  the  best  in  our  time ;  grow  out  d*  the  luxuriance  of  freedom,  appear 

and  to  tiare  some  more  correct  standard  of  judg-  much  more  shocking  to  us,  than  the  base  vices 

ing  frfiat  that  best  is,  than  the  transient  and  ud-  which  are  generated  from  the  rankness  of  seiw 

eectain  iatour  of  acourt.    If  once  we  ore  able  vitude.    Accordingly  the  least  resistance  to 

to  find,  md  can  prevail  on  ourselves  to  strong-  power  appears  more  inexcusable  in  our  eyoa 

dbm  an  union  of  such  men,  whatever  acciden-  than  the  greatest  abuses  of  authority.    All 

tdlybecomes  indisposed  to  ill-exercised  power,  dread  of  a  standing  military  force  is  lookad 

erra  by   the   ordinary  operation  of  human  upon  as  a  superstitious  panic.    All  shame  of 

passions,  must  join  with  that  society,  and  can-  colhng  in  foreigners  and  savages  in  a  civil 

nrt.  kng  be  joined,  without  in  some  degree  as-  contest  is  worn  off.    We  grow  indifferent  to 

tiiniUaing  to  it.    Virtue  will  catch  as  well  as  the  consequences  inevitable  to  ourselves  from 

vice  by  contact ;  and  the  public  stock  of  honest  the  plan  of  ruling  half  the  empire  by  a  merce- 

■udy  principle  will  daily  accumulate.    We  nary  sword.    We  are  taught  to  believe  that  a 

■re  not  too  mcely  to  scrutinize  motives  as  long  desire  of  domineering  over  our  countrjrmen  is 

u  action  is  irreproachable.    It   is  enough,  love  to  our  country ;  and  those  who  hate  civil 

(•ad  for  a  worthy  man  perhaps  too  much,)  to  war  abet  rebellion,  and  that  the  amiable  and 

deal  out  its  infamy  to  convicted  guilt  and  do-  conciliatory  virtues  of  lenity,  moderation,  and 

dired  apostacy.  tenderness  to  the  privileges  of  those  who  de 

This,  gentlemen,  has  been  from  the  begin-  pend  on  this  kingdom  are  a  sort  of  treason  to 

aiag  the  rule  of  my  conduct ;  and  I  mean  to  the  state. 

eontinue  it,  as  long  as  such  a  body  as  I  have  It  is  impossible  that  we  should  remain  long 
described,'  can  by  any  possibility  be  kept  toge-  in  a  situation,  which  breeds  such  notions  and 
Iher ;  far  I  should  think  it  the  most  dreadful  of  dispositions,  without  some  great  alteration  in 
•I  odencos,  not  only  towards  the  present  gene-  the  national  character.  Those  ingenuous  and 
rttion  but  to  all  the  future,  if  I  were  to  do  any  feeling  minds  who  are  so  fortiSed  against  afi 
tiling  which  could  make  the  minutest  breach  other  things,  and  so  unarmed  to  whatever  ap- 
is this  great  conservatory  of  free  principles,  proaches  in  the  shape  of  disgrace,  finding 
Those  who  perhaps  have  the  same  intentions,  these  principles,  which  ihey  considered  as  sure 
oat  are  separated  by  some  little  political  ani-  means  of  honour,  to  bo  grown  into  disrepute, 
Bosities,  will  I  hope  discern  at  last,  how  little  will  retire  disheartened  and  disgusted.  Those 
conducive  it  is  to  any  rational  purpose,  to  of  a  more  robust  make,  the  bold,  able,  ambi- 
4wer  its  reputation.  For  my  part,  gentlemen,  tious  men,  who  pay  some  of  their  court  to 
fom  much  experience,  from  no  little  thinking,  power  through  the  people,  and  substitute  tho 
tid  from  comparing  a  great  variety  of  things,  voice  of  transient  opinion  in  the  place  of  true 
lam  thoroughly  persuaded,  that  the  lost  hopes  glory,  will  give  into  the  general  mode  ;  and 
of  preserving  the  spirit  of  the  English  constitu-  those  superiour  understandings  which  ought  to 
&a,  or  of  re-uniting  the  dissipat^  members  of  correct  vulgar  prejudice,  will  confirm  and  ag^ 
ttut  English  race  upon  a  common  plan  of  tron-  gravate  its  errours.  Many  things  have  been 
toffltty  and  liberty,  does  entirely  depend  on  long  operating  towards  a  gradual  cliange  in 
tnsir  firm  and  lasting  union ;  and  above  all  on  our  principles.  But  this  American  war  has 
^ir  keeping  themselves  from  that  despair,  done  more  in  a  very  few  years  than  all  the 
Wbicn  is  so  very  apt  to  fall  on  those,  whom  a  other  causes  coukl  have  effected  in  a  certliy. 
Tiolence  of  character  and  a  mixture  of  ambi-  It  is  therefore  not  on  its  own  separate  account, 
lioos  vievrs,  do  not  support  through  a  long,  but  because  of  its  attendant  circumstances, 
lainflil,  and  unsuccessful  struggle.  that  I  consider  its  continuance,  or  its  ending 

There  never,  gentlemea,  was  a  period  in  in  any  way  but  that  of  an  honourable  and 

which  the  sCeadfastness  of  some  men  has  been  liberal  aocsmroodation,  as  the  greatest  evis 

not  to  so  sore  a  trial.    It  is  not  v^  difficult  which  csn  befall  us.    For  that  reason  I  hats 

br  wsQ-fermed  minds  to  tbsndon  their  in-  troubled  jou  with  this  long  letter.    For  Ibal 
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rewon  T  iotreat  you  again  and  a^^ain,  neitlier  Tour  most  obedioDt, 

to  be  persoaded,  •hamed,  or  fitted  out  of  And  (aithiial  bumble  tenrant, 

tbe  prioctplea  thai  hare  hitherto  led  ao  manj  EDMUND  BURKE. 


of  700  to  abhor  the  war,  its  canae,  and  its  coo-  Beoamt/Md,  Jpril  S,  1777. 
sequences.    Let  na  not  be  among  the  fiist  who 

renwmce  the  namnv  of  our  forefathers.  P.  S.    Tou  may  communicate  this  letter  im 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  any  manner  yon  think  proper  to  my 

Geotleraen,  cnts. 


TWO  LETTERS 

FROM  MR.  BURKE,  TO  GENTLEMEN  IN  THE  CITY  OP  BRISTOLj 
ON  THE  BILLS  DEPENDING  IN  PARUAMENT  RELATIVE  TO 
THE  TRADE  OP  IRELAND.  1778. 


TO  SAMUEL  SPAN,  Esq.  We  cannot  be  imensible  of  the  ralamitkt 

MASTsa  OF  THE  socixTT  OF  MXHCHAKTS  ^"^h  hare  been  brought  upon  this  natioa  ly 

ADTXHTUREas  OF  BaisTOL.  "^  obstmale  adherence  to  ~™^«>d^"*»- 

tive  plans  of  government.    I  confess,  i  caimol 

Sia,  prevail  on  myself  to  take  them  up,  precisely  i| 

I  AM  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  ISth,  a  time,  when  the  most  decisive  ezperienoefaw 

in  answer  to  mine,  which  accompanied  the  taught  the  rest  of  tbe  worid  to  lay  them  dowa, 

resolutions  of  the  bouse  relative  to  the  trade  of  The  propositions  in  question  did  not  originala 

Ireland.  firom  me,  or  from  my  particuhu-  friends.    BkH 

Tou  win  be  so  good  as  to  present  my  best  when  things  are  so  right  in  themselves,  I  hoU 

respecti  to  the  society,  and  to  assure  them,  it  my  duty,  not  to  enquire  from  what  baadi 

that  it  was  altogether  unnecessary  to  remind  they  come.    I  opposed  the  American  mear 

me  of  the  interest  of  the  constituents.    I  have  sures  upon  the  very  same  principle  on  whidi 

never  regarded  any  thing  else,  since  I  had  a  I  support  those  that  relate  to  Ireland.    I  was 

seat  in  parliament.     Having  frequently  and  convinced,  that  the  evils  which  have  ariaea 

maturely  considered  that  interest,  and  stated  from  the  adoption  of  the  former,  woidd  be  iafi* 

it  to  myself  in  almost  every  point  of  view,  nitely  aggravated  by  the  rejection  of  die  latt«:» 
I  am  persuaded,  that,  under  the  present  cir-        Porii^  gentlemen  are.  not  yet  fully  awara 

cumstances,  I  cannot  more  efiectually  pursue  of  tbe  situation  of  their  country,  and  what  km 

it,  than  by  giving  all  the  support  in  iny  power  exigencies  absolutely  require.    I  6nd  thai  wi 

to  the  propositions  ^ich  I  lately  transmitted  are  still  disposed  to  talk  at  our  ease,  and  m 

to  the  hall.  '  if  all  things  were  to  be  regulated  by  our  fOo4 

The  fitult  I  find  in  the  scheme  is,— 4hat  it  pleasure.    I  should  consider  it  as  a  fatal 

&lls  extremely  short  of  that  liberality  in  the  tom,  if,  in  our  present  distressed  and  adi 

commercial  system,  which,  I  trust,  will  one  circumstances,  we  should  persist  in  the 

day  be  adopted.    If  I  had  not  considered  the  ^ich  are  natural  only  to  prosperity, 

present  resolutions,  merely  as  preparatory  to  cannot  indeed  sufliciently  lament  the  cootimi» 

better  things,  and  as  a  means  of  shewing  ex-  ance  of  that  spirit  of  delusion,  by  which,  tat  a 

perimentally,  that  justice   to  olheri   is  not  long  time  past,  we  have  thought  fit  to  measnra 

always  folly  to  ourselves,  I  should  have  con-  our  necessities  by  our  inclinations.    Moderap 

tented  myself  with  receiving  them  in  a  cold  tion,  prudence,  uid  equity,  are  far  more  sint* 

and  silent  acquiescence.    Separately  omsi-  able  to  our  condition,  than  loftiness,  and  ooa6* 

dered,  they  are  matters  of  no  very  great  impor-  dence,  and  rigour.    We  are  threatened  by 

lance.    But  they  aim,  however  imperfectly,  at  enemies  of  no  small  magnitude,  whom,  if  w« 

a  right  principle.    I  submit  to  the  restraint  to  think  fit,  we  may  despise,  as  we  have  despiaad 

appease  prejudice :  I  accept  the  enlargement,  others ;  but  they  are  enemies  who  can  only 

so  far  as  it  goes,  as  the  result  of  reason  andof  cease  to  be  truly  formidable,  by  our  entertaining 

■oond  policy.  a  due  respect  for  their  power.    Our  danfer 
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^nH  not  be  leatened  by  oar  shutting  our  ejei  u  that  bounty  has  been  liberal,  that  we  are  to 

to  it ;  nor  will  our  force  abroad  be  increased  regard  it  as  an  evil,  which  is  to  be  met  with 

liy  wftdHtiyg  ourselTes  feoUe,  and  divided  at  in  every  sort  of  corrective  ?    To  say  that  Ire* 

home.  land  interferes  with  us,  and  therefore  must  be 

Theie  is  a  dreadfid  schism  in  the  British  checkedi  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  veiy  mistaken, 

laitioa.    Since  we  are  not  able  to  re-unite  the  and  a  very  dangerous  principle.    I  most  beg 

^mfn%t  it  is  our  business  to  give  all  possible  leave  to  repeat,  what  I  took  the  liberty  of  sug- 

vigour  and  soundness  to  those  parts  of  it  which  gesting  to  you  in  my  last  letter,  that  Ireland  is 

irestiQ  content  lobe  governed  by  our  councils,  a  country,  in  the  same  climate,  and  of  the 

Bir,  it  is  proper  to  inform  you,  that  our  mea*  same  natural  qualities  and  productions  with 

iorss  nmd  be  heating.     Such  a  degree  of  this ;  and  has  consequently  no  other  means  of 

Arength  must  be  communicated  to  all  the  mem-  growing  weahhy  in  herself,  or,  in  other  words, 

bers  oif  the  state,  as  may  enable  th^m  to  defend  of  being  useful  to  us,  but  by  doing  the  very 

tfmneelves,and  to  co-operate  in  the  defence  of  same  thinss  which  we  do,  far  the  same  pur- 

iIm  whole.   Their  temper  too  must  be  managed,  poses.    I  hope  that  in  Great  Britain  we  shall^ 

tod  their  good  affections  cultivated.    They  always  pursue,  without  exception,  every  means 

wmf  then  be  disposed  to  bear  the  load  with  of  prosperity ;  and  of  course,  that  Ireland  woiU 

cheerfulness,  as  a  contribution  towards  what  ihterfere  with  us  in  something  or  other ;  for 

Mty  be  called  with  truth  and  proprie^,  and  either,  in  order  to  HmU  her,  we  mu^  reatrmn 

not  by  an  empty  form  of  words,  a  common  ourselves,  or  we  must  fall  into  that  shocking 

SiHSs.    Too  little  dependence  cannot  be  had,  conclusion,  that  we  are  to  keep  our  yet  re* 

■ttfiie  time  of  day,  on  names  and  prejudices,  maining  dependency,  under  a  general  and  in- 

The  eyes  of  mankind  are  opened ;  and  commu-  discriminate  restraint,  for  the  mere  purpose  of 

niliee  must  be  held  together  by  an  evident  and  oppression.    Indeed,  Sir,  England  and  Ireland 

sotid  mterest.    God  forbid,  that  our  conduct  may  flourish  together.^  The  woiid  is  large 

tkcfdi  demonstrate  to  the  worid,  that  Gnat  enough  for  us  both.    Let  it  be  our  core  not  to 

Britain  can,  in  no  instance  whatsoveer^  be  make  ourselves  too  little  for  iL 
bieaght  to  a  sense  of  rational  and  equitaUe        I  know  it  is  said,  that  the  people  of  Ireland 

poKcy,  but  by  coercion  and  force  ot  arms !  do  not  pay  the  same  taxes,  and  therefore  ought 

I  wish  you  to  recollect,  with  what  powers  of  not  in  equity  to  enjoy  the  seme  benefits  with 

eaooession,  relatively  to  commerce,  as  well  as  this.    I  had  hopes,  that  the  mihappy  phantom 

Id  loginlstinn,  his  majesty's  commissioners  to  of  a  compulsory  equcd  taxation  had  haunted  us 

te  anted  colonies  have  sailed  from  England  long  enough.    I  do  assure  you,  that  untU  it  is 

within  this  week.    Whether  these  powers  are  entirely  banished  from  oyr  imaginations,  ( whem 

Mfieient  for  their  purposes,  it  is  not  now  my  alone  it  has,  or  can  have  any  existence,)  we 

borineai  to  examine.  But  we  all  know,  that  our  shall  never  cease  to  do  ourselves  the  most  sub- 

retolutiont  in  &vour  of  Ireland  are  trifling  and  stantial  injuries.    To  tliat  argument  of  equal 

iangnificant,  when  compared  with  the  conces*  taxation,  I  can  only  say, — that  Ireland  pays  as 

■ons  to  the  Americans.    At  such  a  juncture,  many  taxes  as  those  who  are  the  best  judges  of 

I  wookl  implore  every  man,  who  retains  the  her  powers,  are  of  opihion  she  can  bear.    To 

letgt  spark  of  regard  to  the  yet  remaining  ho-  bear  more,  she  must  have  more  ability  ;  and 

'  security  of  this  country,  not  to  compel  in  the  order  of  nature,  the  advantage  must  pre- 

to  an  imitation  of  their  conduct;  or  by  cede  the  charge.    This  disposition  of  things, 

and  violence,  to  force  them  to  seek,  in  being  the  law  of  God,  neither  you  nor  I  can 

ike  territories  of  the  separation,  that  freedom,  alter  it    So  that  if  you  wiU  have  more  help 

ad  those  advantages,  which  they  are  not  to  from  Ireland,  you  must  previoutly  supply  her 

look  for  whilst  they  remain  under  the  wings  with  more  means.    I  believe  it  will  be  found, 

•f  their  ancient  government.  that  if  men  are  suffered  freely  to  cultivate  their 

After  all,  what  are  the  matters  we  dispute  natural  advantages,  a  virtual  equality  of  con- 
widi  eo  much  warmth  ?  Do  we  in  these  reso>  tribution  will  come  in  its  own  time,  and  will 
dliooB  ftsstoto  any  thing  upon  Ireland  ?  Not  flow  by  an  easy  descent  through  its  own  pr(^ 
t  shilling.  We  on)y  consent  to  leace  to  them,  per  and  natural  channels.  'An  attempt  to  di»- 
ii  two  or  three  instances,  the  use  of  the  na-  turb  that  course,  and  to  force  nature,  will  only 
Iml  foculties  \k  hich  God  has  given  to  them,  bring  on  imiversal  discontent,  distress  and  con- 
lad  to  all  mankjid.    Is  Ireland  united  to  the  fusion. 

erowB  of  Great  Britain  for  no  other  purpose,        You  tell  me.  Sir,  that  you  prefer  an  union 

IhHi  that  we  should  counteract  the  bounty  of  with  Ireland  to  the  little  legulations  which  are 

in  her  fiivour  ?    And  in  proportion  proposed  in  parliament.    This  imion  is   a 
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great  question  of  sUOe,  to  which,  when  it  are  permitted  to  deal  in  the  sane  oommoditiM 

comes  properij  before  me  in  mj  parliamentary  at  the  same  markets.    You  know,  that  in  fatdt^ 

capacity^  I  shall  gire  an  honest  and  miprejo-  jroa  trade  very  largely  where  jrou  are  metbyth* 

diced  cooiideration.  HoweTer,it  is  a  settled  rule  goods  of  all  nations.  You  even  pay  high  dtkiaiy 

with  me,to  make  the  most  ofmyacfaiatstteaboR;  on  the  import  of  your  goods,  and  aflerwudi 

and  not  to  refuse  to  do  a  proper  thing,  because  undersell  nations  less  taxed,  at  their  own  !■■»• 

there  is  something  else  more  proper,  >fi^ich  I  kets  ;  and  where  goods  of  the  same  kind  an 

am  not  able  to  do.    This  union  is  a  business  not  charged  at  all.    If  it  were  otherwise,  joa 

of  difficulty ;  and   on  tlie  principles  of  your  could  trade  Tery  little.    You  know,  titmt  dw 

letter,  a  business  impracticable.    UntU  it  can  price  of  all  sorts  of  manufacture  is  not  a  gtfH 

be  matured    into   a   feasible  and  desirable  deal  enhanced   (except  to  the  domestic  ooi* 

scheme,  I  wish  to  have  as  close  an  union  of  sumer)   by  any  taxes  paid  in  this  coaatry, 

interest  and  affection  with  Ireland,  as  I  can  This  I  might  very  easily  prove, 

have  ;  and  that,  I  am  sure,  is  a  far  better  thing  The  same  consideration  will  reliere  JM 

*than  any  nominal  union  of  goverment.  from  the  i^>prehension  you  express,  with  nk^ 

France,  and  indeed  most  extensive  empireS|  tion  to  sugars,  and  the  difference  of  the  dntia 

which  by  various  designs  and  fortunes  have  paid  here  and  in  Ireland.    Those  duties  affed 

grown  into  one  great  mass,  contain  many  prd-  the  interiour  consumer  only ;  and  for  obviooi 

vinces  that  are  very  different  from  each  other  reasons,  relative  to  the  interest  of  rerenoi 

in  privileges  and  modes  of  government ;  and  itself,  they  must  be  proportioned  to  his  abili^ 

they  raise  their  supplies  in  different  ways ;  in  of  payment ;  but  in  all  cases  in  which  mgv  cam 

different    proportions  ;    and   under  different  be  an  obfeet  ofcommerot^  and  thereibre  (in  this 

authorities  ;  yet  none  d'them  are  for  this  rea-  view)  of  rivalship,  you  are  sensiUe,  that  yoa 

son  curtailed  of  their  natural  rights ;  but  they  are  at  least  on  a  par  with  Ireland.    As  to  year 

carry  on  trade  and  m&nufacUires  with  perfect  iq>prehensions  concerning  the  more  advantar 

equality.    In    some  way  or  other  the  true  ge<MS  situation  of  Ireland,  for  some  brandMS 

balance  is  found ;  and  all  of  them  are  properly  of  ^mmerce,  (for  it  is  so  but  for  some)  I  tnat 

poised  and  harmonized.    How  much  have  you  you  will  not  find  them  more  serious.    Milfixd 

lost  by  the  participation  of  Scotland  in  all  your  Haven,  which  is  at  your  door,  may  servs  lo 

commerce  ?    The  external  trade  of  England  shew  yo<i,  that  the  mere  advantage  of  ports  ia 

has  more  than  doubled  since  that  period ;  and  I  not  the  thing  which  sliifLs  the  seat  of  conuneroa 

believe  your  internal  (which  is  the  most  advan*  from  one  part  of  the  world  to  the  other.     If  I 

tageous)  has  been  augmented  at  least  fourfold,  thought  you  inclined  to  lake  up  this  matter  oB 

Such  virtue  there  is  injiberality  of  sentiment,  local  considerations,  I  should  slate  to  you,  that 

that  you  have  grown  richer  even  by  the  part-  I  do  not  know  any  part  of  the  kingdom  so  wall 

nership  of  poverty.  situated  for  an  advantageous  commerce  wiA 

If  you  think,  that  this  participation  was  a  Ireland  as  Bristol ;  and  that  none  wouU  be  aa 

loss,  commercially  considered,  but  that  it  has  likely  to  profit  of  its  prosperity  as  our  citj. 

been  compensated  by  the  share  which  Scot*  But  your  profit  and  theirs  must  concur.    Be^ 

land  has  taken  in  defraying  the  public  charge—  gary  and  bankruptcy  are  not  the  circumstancea 

I  believe  you  have  not  very  carefully  looked  at  which  invite  to  an  intercourse  with  that  or  with 

the  public    accounts.     Ireland,  Sir,  pays  a  any  country ;  and  1  believe  it  will  be  (bund  ixf^ 

great  deal  more  than  Scotland ;  and  is  perhaps  variably  true,  that  the  stiperfluities  of  a  ridi 

as  much,  and  as  effectually  united  to  England  nation  furnish  a  better  object  of  trade  than  tha 

as  Scotland  is.    But  if  Scotland,  instead  of  neccssiiies  of  a  poor  one.    It  is  the  interest  of 

paying  little,  bad  paid  nothing  at  all,  we  shoukl  the  commercial  world  that  wealth  should  ba 

be  gainers,  not  losers  by  acquiring  the  hearty  found  every  where. 

co-operation  of  an  active   intelligent  people,  The  true  ground  of  fear,  in  my  opinion,  if 

towardii  the  increase  of  the  common  stock ;  this  ;  that  Ireland,  from  the  villous  system  of 

instead  of  our  being  employed  in  viratching  its  internal  polity,  will  be  a  long  time  before 

and  counteracting  them,  and  their  being  em-  it  can  derive  any  benefit  from  the  liberty  now 

ployed  in  watching^  and  counteracting  us,  with  granted,  or  fit)m  any  thing  else.    But  as  I  do 

the  peevish  and  churlish  jealousy  of  rivals  and  not  vote  advantages,  in  hopes  that  they  may 

enemies  on  both  sides.  not  be  enjoyed,  I  will  not  lay  any  stress  upon 

I  am  sure,  Sir,  that  the  commercial  experi-  this  consideration.    I  rather  wish,   that  the 

ence  of  the  merchants  of  Bristol,  will  soon  parliament  of  Ireland  may,  in  its  own  wisdom, 

disabuse  them  of  th«  prejudice,  that  they  can  remove  these  impediments,   and    put   their 

trade  no  longer,  if  countries  more  highly  taxed  country  in  a  condition  to  avail  itsed*  oT  iti 
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wmioml  aJTaotages.    If  thej  do  not,  the  fault 
is  with  their  rod  net  with  us. 

I  haTe  written  this  long  letter,  in  order  to 
^ire  aU  possible  satisfaction  to  my  constituents 
«ith  regard  to  the  part  I  hare  taken  in  this 
^Itilr  It  gave  me  inexpressible  concern  to 
'find,  that  my  conduct  had  been  a  cause  of 
vieasiness  to  any  of  them.  Next  to  my  h(^ 
aoor  and  conscience,  I  have  nothing  so  near 
dear  to  me  as  their  approbation.  How- 
ry I  had  much  rather  run  the  risk  of  dis- 
than  of  injuring  them; — if  lam  dri- 
fen  to  make  such  an  option.  You  obligingly 
kmeot,  that  you  are  not  to  have  me  ibr  your 
idrocate;  but  if  I  had  been  capable  of  acting 
IS  in  advocate  in  opposition  to  a  plan  so  per- 
iecdy  consonant  to  my  known  principles,  and 
to  the  opinions  I  had  publicly  declared  on  an 
hmdred  occasions,  I  should  only  disgraco  my- 
self, without  supporting  with  the  smallest 
d^pee  of  credit  or  effect,  the  cause  you  wished 
RMtotBidertake.  I  should  have  lost  the  only 
dnng  which  can  make  such  abilities  as  mine 
of  any  use  to  the  world  now  or  hereafter ;  I 
■wan  that  authority  which  is  derived  from  an 
opinion,  that  a  member  speaks  the  language 
of  truth  and  sincerity ;  and  that  he  is  not  ready 
to  take  up  or  lay  down  a  great  political  sys- 
tsm  for  the  convenience  of  the  hour ;  that  he 
ii  in  paiiiament  to  support  his  opinion  of  the 
pttblic  good,  and  does  not  form  his  opinion  in 
Older  to  get  into  parliament,  or  to  continue 
b  it.  It  is  in  a  great  measure  for  your  sake, 
that  I  wish  to  preserve  this  character.  With- 
out it,  I  am  sure,  I  should  be  ill  able  to  di^ 
charge,  by  any  service,  the  smallest  part  of 
diat  debt  of  gratitude  and  affection  which  I 
owe  you  fixr  the  great  and  honourable  trust 
yoo  have  reposed  in  me.  I  am,  with  the 
jil^iett^regard  and  esteem, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient, 

And  humble  servant, 
E.  B. 
Beaemvfietd,  23J  Jpnl,  1778. 


COPY  OF  A  LETTER 

rO  MESa.     ♦**♦*♦*    ♦♦♦♦♦*  AND   ro. 
BRISTOL. 

aKHTLEBfCN, 

It  gives  me  the  most  sensible  concern  to 
find,  that  my  vote  on  the  resolutions  relative 
to  the  trade  of  Ireland,  has  not  been  fortunate 
eDOUgh  to  meet  with  your  approbation.  I 
have  explained  at  large  the  grounds  of  my 
•xwdoct  on  tiiat  occasion  in  my  letters  to  the 


Merchants  Hall:  but  my  very  sincere  regara 
and  esteem  for  you  will  not  permit  me  to  let 
the  matter  pass  without  an  explanation,  which 
is  particular  to  yourselves,  ami  which,  I  hope, 
will  prove  satisfactory  to  you. 

You  tell  me,  that  the  conduct  of  your  lata 
member  is  not  much  wondered  at ;  but  you 
seem  to  be  at  a  loss  to  account  for  mine  ;  and 
you  lament,  that  I  have  taken  so  decided  a 
part  againat  my  constituents. 

This  is  rathei  an  heavy  imputation.  DoH 
it  then  really  appear  to  you,  that  the  proposi- 
tions to  which  you  refer,  are,  on  the  face  of 
them,  so  manifestly  wrong,  and  so  certainly 
injurious  to  the  trade  and  manufactures  of 
Great  Britain,  and  particulariy  to  yours,  that 
no  man  could  think  of  proposing,  or  suppor- 
ting them,  except  from  rescntnAent  to  you,  of 
from  some  other  oblique  motive  ?  If  you  sup- 
pose your  late  members,  or  if  you  su)>po«a 
me,  to  act  upon  other  reasons  than  we  choose 
to  avow,  to  what  do  you  attribute  the  conduct 
of  the  other  members,  who  in  the  beginning  al- 
most unanimously  adopted  tlioso  resolutions  ? 
To  what  do  you  attribute  the  strong  part  ta- 
ken by  the  ministers,  and  along  with  the  minis- 
ters, by  several  of  their  most  declared  oppo- 
nents? This  docs  not  indicate  a  ministerial 
job ;  a  party  design ;  or  a  provincial  or  local 
purpose.  It  is  therefore  not  so  absolutely 
clear,  that  llie  measure  is  wrong,  or  likely 
to  be  injurious  to  the  true  interests  of  any 
place,  or  any  person. 

The  reason,  gentlemen,  for  taking  this  step, 
at  this  time,  is  but  too  obvious  and  too  urgent 
I  cannot  imagine,  that  you  forget  the  great 
war,  which  has  been  carried  on  with  so  little 
success  (and,  as  I  thought,  witli  so  little  po- 
licy) in  America ;  or  that  you  are  not  aware 
of  the  other  great  wars  which  are  im{)ending. 
Ireland  has  been  called  upon  to  re[>cl  the  at- 
tacks of  enemies  of  no  small  power,  brought 
upon  her  by  councils  in  which  she  has  had  no 
share.  The  very  purpose  and  declared  object 
of  that  original  war,  which  has  brought  other 
wars,  and  other  enemies  on  Ireland,  was  not 
very  flattering  to  her  dignity,  her  interest,  or 
to  the  very  principle  of  her  liberty.  Yet  she 
submitted  patiently  to  the  evils  she  suffered 
from  an  attempt  to  subdue  to  your  obedience, 
countries  whose  very  commerce  was  not  open 
to  her.  America  was  to  be  conquered,  in 
order  that  Ireland  should  not  trade  thither; 
whilst  the  miserable  trade  which  she  is  per- 
mitted to  carry  on  to  other  places  has  been 
torn  to  pieces  in  the  struggle.  In  this  situa- 
tion, are  we  neither  to  suffer  her  to  have  any 
real  interest  in  our  quarrel,  or  to  he  Mattered 


374  LETTERS  TO  GENTLEMEN  IN  BRISTOL. 

with  the  hope  of  any  future  meaiu  of  bearing  To  protect  men,  is  to  Ibrwardi  and  not  to  i^ 
the  burthens  which  she  is  to  incur  in  defending  strain  their  improvement.  Else,  what  is  it 
herrolf  against  enemies  which  we  liave  more,  than  to  avow  to  them,  and  to  the  warU| 
brought  upon  her  ?  that  you  guard  them  finom  others,  only  tomaks 

I  cannot  set  my  &ce  against  such  argu-     them  a  prey  to  yourself?    This  faadrnmentd 
ments.    Is  it  quite  fair  to  suppose,  that  I  liave     nature  of  protection  does  not  belong  to  ftw, 
no  other  motive  for  yielding  to  them,  but  a     but  to  all  governments ;  and  is  as  valid  in  IW* 
draire  of  acting  agdmtt  taj  constituents?  It     key  as  in  Great  Britain.    No  gnrfimnwi 
u  for  you,  and  for  your  interest,  as  a  dear,     ought  to  own  that  it  exists  for  the  purpose  of 
cherished,  and  respected  part  of  a  valuable     checking  the  prosperity  d  its  people,  or  that 
ilhole,  that  I  have  taken  my  share  in  this     there  is  such  a  principle  involveid  in  its  policy, 
question.    You  do  not,  you  cannot  suffer  by        Under  the  impression  of  these  senliiaenis, 
it.      If  honesty  be  true  pdicy  with    regard     (and  not  as  wanting  every  attention  to  my 
to  the  transient  interest  of  individuahi,  it  is     constituents,  which  affection  and  gratilndt 
much  more  certably  so  with  regard  to  the     couU  inspire,)  I  voted  kx  these  bi£i  wfaidi 
permanent  interests  (^communities.    I  know,     give  you  so  much  trouble.    I  voted  for  thHi, 
that  it  is  but  too  natural  for  us  to  see  our  own     not  as  doing  complete  justice  to  Ireland,  bit 
caiam  ruin,  in  the  possible  prosperity  of  other     as  being  something  less  unjust  than  the  g^ 
people.    It  is  hard  to  persuade  us,  that  every     neral  prohibition  which  has  hitherto  prevailsiL 
thing  which  is  got  by  another    is  not  foAm     I  hear  some  discourse,  as  if  in  one  or  two 
from  ourselves.    But  it  is  fit  that  we  shoukl     paltry  duties  on  materials,  Ireland  had  a  pie- 
get  the  better  of  these  suggestions,  which  come     ference;  and  that  those  who  set  themsdvei 
from  what  is  not  the  best  and  soundest  part     against  this  act  of  scanty  justice,  assert  thit 
of  our  nature,  and  that  we  should  form  to  our-     they  are   only  contending   for   an   egvefi^. 
selves  a  way  of  thinking,  more  rational,  more     What  equality  ?    Do   they  forget,  that  ibe 
just,  and  more  religious.     Trade  is  not  a  li-     whole  woollen  manufacture  of  Ireland,  the 
mited  thing ;  as  if  the  objects  of  mutual  demand     niost  extensive  and  profitable  of  any,  and  the 
and  consumption,  could  not  stretch  beyond  the     natural  staple  of  that  kingdom,  has  been  in  a 
bounds  of  our  jealousies.    God  has  given  the     manner  so  destroyed  by  restrictive  laws  of 
earth  to  the  children  of  men,  and  he  has  un-     ours,  and  (at  our  persuasion,  and  on  our  pn^ 
doubtedly,  in  giving  it  to  them,  given  them     miscs)  by  restrictive  laws  of  their  own,  that  ia 
what  is  abundantly  sufficient  for  aU  their  exi-     a  few  years,  it  is  probable,  they  will  not  be 
gencies ;  not  a  scanty,  but  a  most  liberal  pro-     able  to  wear  a  coat  of  their  own  fabric?    Ii 
vision  for  them  all.    The  author  of  our  nature     this  equality?    Do  gentlemen  forget,  that  the 
has  written  it  strongly  in  that  nature,  and  has     understood  faith  upon  which  they  were  pe^ 
promulgated  the  same  law  in  his  written  word,     suadcd  to  such  an  unnatural  act,  has  not  beet 
that  man  shall  eat  his  bread  by  his  labour ;     kept ;  but  a  linen-manufacture  has  been  set 
and   I  am  persuaded,  that  no  man,  and  no     up,  and  highly  encouraged,  against  them?   Is 
combinati(Mi  of  men,  for  their  own  ideas  of     this  equality?    Do  they  forget  the  state  of  tiic 
their  particular  profit,  can,  without  great  hn-     trade  of  Ireland  in  beer,  so  great  an  artide  of 
piety,  undertake  to  say,  that  he  ^lall  not  do     consumption,  and  which  now  stands  in*8o  nu»> 
so  ;  that  they  have  no  sort  of  right,  either  to     chiovous  a  position  in  regard  to  their  revenos, 
prevent  the  labour,  or  to  withhold  the  bread,     their  manufacture,  and  their  agriculture?   Do 
Ireland  having  received  no  compensation,  d^^     they  find  any  equality  in  all  this?  Yet  if  the  least 
rectly  or  indirectly,  for  any  restraints  on  their     step  is  taken  towards  doing  them  common  ja9> 
trade,  ought  not,  in  justice  or  common  honesty,     tice  in  the  slightest  article  for  the  most  limited 
to  be  made  subject  to  such  restraints.    I  do     markets,  a  cry  is  raised,  as  if  we  were  goiB| 
not  mean  to  impeach  the  right  of  the  parlia^     to  be  ruined  by  partiality  to  Ireland, 
ment  of  Great  Britain  to  make  laws  for  the        Gentlemen,  I  know  that  the  deficient  ia 
trade  of  Ireland.    I  only  speak  of  what  laws     these  arguments  is  made  up  (not  by  yoa,  but 
it  b  right  for  parliament  to  make.  by  oUiers)  by  the  usual  resource  on  such  oo 

It  is  nothing  to  an  oppressed  people,  to  say  casions,  the  confidence  in  military  force,  and 
that  in  part  they  are  protected  at  our  charge,  superiour  power.  But  that  ground  of  ooofi- 
The  military  force  which  shall  be  kept  up  in  dence,  which  at  no  time  was  perfectly  just,  or 
order  to  cramp  the  natural  faculties  of  a  peo-  the  avowal  of  it  tolerably  decent,  is  at  ib» 
pie,  and  to  prevent  their  arrival  to  their  ut-  time  very  unseasonable.  Late  experience  hsJ 
most  prosperity,  is  the  instrument  of  their  shewn,  that  it  cannot  be  altogether  relird 
servitude,  not  the  means  of  their  protection      upon ;  and  manv,  if  not  of  all  our  present  dift- 
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ctilticSf  hkVQ  arisra  from  putting  oar  trust  in  me,  if  Ireland  is  beneficial  to  you,  it  u*  m 

what  may  very  {KMsibly  fail ;  and  if  it  should  not  from  the  parts  in  which  it  is  r^rtraincd, 

fail,  leaves  those  who  are  hurt  by  such  a  re-  but  from  those  in  which  it  is  left  free,  though 

liance,  without  pity.    Whereas  honesty  and  not  left  unrivalled.    The  greater  its  freedom, 

justice,  reason  and  equity,  go  a  'very  great  the  greater  must  be  your  advantage.    If  you 

way  in  securing  prosperity  to  those  who  use  should  \oa»  in  one  way,  you  will  gain  in 

them ;  and  in  case  cf  failure,  secure  the  best  twenty. 

retreat,  and  the  most  honourable  consolations.  Whilst  I  remain  under  this  unalterable  and 

It  is  very  unfortunate  that  we  should  consider  powerful  conviction,  you  will  not  wonder  at  the 

those  as  rivals,  whom  we  ought  to  regard  as  fel-  deaded  part  I  take.    It  is  my  custom  so  to  do, 

low-labourers  in  a  common  cause.    Ireland  has  when  I  see  my  way  clearly  before  me ;  and 

never  made  a  single  step  in  its  progress  towards  when  I  know,  that  I  am  not  misled  by  any 

pro8pority,by  which  you  have  not  ha4^ share,  passion,  or  any  persmal  interest;  which  in 

and  perhaps  the  greatest  share,  in  Uio  benefit,  this  case,  I  am  very  sure,  I  am  not.    I  find 

That  progress  has  been  chiefly  owing  to  her  that  disagreeable  things  are  circulated  among 

own  natural  advantages,  and  her  own  efforts,  my  constituents ;  and  I  wish  my  sentiments, 

which,  after  a  long  time,  and  by  slow  degrees,  which  form  my  justification,  may  be  equally 

have  prevailed  in  some  measure  over  the  mis-  general  with  the  circulation  against  me.    I 

chievous  systems  which  have  been  adopted,  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  ra< 

Far  enough  she  li  still  from  having  arrived  gard  and  esteem, 

even  at  an  ordinary  state  of  perfection ;  and  Gentlemen,  Tour  most  obedient 

if  our  jealousies  were  to  be  converted  into  and  humble  servant, 

politics,  as    systematically  as  some    would  E.  B. 

have  them,  the  trade  of  Ireland  would  vanish  IVettnxnMerj  May  2, 1778. 

out  of  the  system  of  commerce.    But  believe  I  send  the  bills. 


MR.  BURKE'S  SPEECH, 

ON  PRESENTING  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  (ON  THE  IITH 

FEBRUARY,  1780,)  A  PLAN  FOR   THE  BETTER   SECURITY  OF 

THE  INDEPENDENCE  OF  PARLIAMENT,  AND  THE  (ECONOMICAL 

REFORMATION  OF  THE  CIVIL  AND  OTHER  ESTABUSHMENTS. 


Mr.  SrEAKKB,  bdeed  almost  compel,  a  provident  adminis- 

I  RISE,  in  acquittal  of  my  engagement  to  tration  of  such  sums  of  public  money  as  must 

the  house,  in  obedience  to  the  strong  and  just  remain  under  discretionary  trusts  ;  that,   it 

requisitions  of  my  constituents,  and,  I  am  per-  should  render  the  incurring  debts  on  the  civil 

suaded,  in  confurmityto  the  unanimous  wishes  establishment  (which  must  ultimately  affect 

of  the  whole  nation,  to  sulmiit  to  the  wisdom  of  national  strength  and  national  credit)  so  very 

parliament,  **  A  plan  of  reform  in  the  con-  difficult,  as  to  become  next  to  impracticable. 

stitution  of  several  parts  of  the  public  oeco-  But  what,  I  omfess,  was  uppermost  with 

pomy.''  me,  what  I  bent  the  whole  force  of  my  mind 

I  have  endeavoured,  that  this  plan  should  to,  was  the  reduction  of  that  corrupt  influence, 

iaclode  in  its  execution,  a  considerable  re-  which  is  itself  the  perennial  spring  of  all  pro> 

duction  of  improper  expense ;  that,  it  shouU  digality,  and  of  all  disorder ;  whi^  loads  us. 

offect  a  conversion  of  unprofitable  titles  into  a  more  than  millions  of  debt ;  which  takes  away 

productive  estate ;  that,  it  should  lead  to,  uid  vigour  from  our  arms,  wisdom  finom  our  coua 

Vol.  I.— 18  O 
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oils,  and  every  ■hadow  of  authority  and  credit  reaentmeot  of  the  ■occeasor ;  they  might  aee  a 

fitmi  the  moat  venerable  parta  of  our  oooati-  long,  duU,  drea^,  unvaried  vista  of  despair 

tutioa.  and  ezdusion,  fiir  half  a  century,  before  tboRB. 

Sir,  I  assure  you,  very  solemnly,  and  with  This  is  no  pleasant  prospect  at  the  outset  of 

a'  very  clear  conscience,  that  nothing  in  the  a  political  journey. 

world  has  led  me  to  such  an  undertaking,  but  Besides  this,  Sir,  the  private  enemies  to  be 

my  zeal  for  the  honour  of  this  house,  and  the  made  in  all  attempts  of  this  kind  are  innuroe- 

settled,  habitual,  systematic  afiectiun  I  bear  rable;  and  their  enmity  will  be  the  more  hitler, 

to  tho  cause,  and  to  the  principles  of  govern-  and  the  more  dangerous  too,  because  asens«of 

ment.  dignity  will  oblige  them  to  conceal  the  cr*iaA 

I  enter  perfectly  into  tlic  nature  and  consc-  of  their  resentment.  Very  few  men  of  grei 
quenccs  of  my  attempt ;  and  I  advance  to  it  families  and  extensive  connections,  but  wiU 
with  a  tremour  that  shakes  me  to  the  inmost  feel  thoanart  of  a  cutting  reform,  in  some  dose 
fibre  of  ray  frame.  I  feel,  that  I  engage  in  a  relation,  some  bosom  friend,  some  pleasant 
business,  in  itself  most  ungracious,  totally  acquaintance,  some  dear  protected  dependant, 
wide  of  the  course  of  prudent  conduct ;  and  I  Emolument  is  taken  from  some  ;  patronage 
really  think,  tlie  most  completely  adverse  that  fi-om  others ;  objects  of  pursuit  from  all.  Men, 
can  be  imagined  to  tlie  natural  turn  and  temper  forced  into  an  involuntary  independence,  will 
of  my  own  mind.  I  know,  that  oU  parsimony  abhor  the  authors  of  a  blessing  which  in  their 
is  of  a  quality  approaching  to  unkindness ;  and  eyes  has  so.very  near  a  resei&blance  to  a  curse. 
that  (on  some  person  or  other)  every  reform  AVlien  officers  are  removed,  and  the  offices  re- 
must  operate  as  a  sort  of  punishment.  Indeed  main,  you  may  set  tlio  gratitude  of  some  against 
tho  whole  class  of  the  severe  and  restrictive  the  anger  of  others ;  you  may  oppose  the 
virtues,  are  at  a  market  almost  too  high  for  friend  you  oblige  against  the  enemies  you  pn^ 
humanity.  What  is  worse,  there  are  very  few  voke.  But  services  of  the  present  sort  create 
of  those  virtues  which  are  not  capable  of  being  no  attachments.  The  individual  good  felt  in  a 
imitated,  and  even  outdone  in  many  of  their  public  benefit,  is  comparatively  so  small,  comes 
most  striking  effects,  by  the  worst  of  vices,  round  through  such  an  involved  labyrinth  of 
Malignity  and  envy  will  carve  much  more  intricate  and  tedious  revolutions ;  whilst  a  pre- 
decply,  and  fmish  much  more  sharply,  in  the  sent  personal  detriment  is  so  heavy,  where  it 
work  of  retrenchment,  than  frugality  and  pro-  falls,  and  so  instant  in  its  operation,  that  the 
vidonce.  I  do  not,  tliercfore,  wonder,  that  cold  conunendation  of  a  public  advantage  never 
gentlemen  have  kept  away  from  such  a  task,  was,  and  never  will  be,  a  match  for  the  quick 
as  well  from  good-nature  as  from  prudence,  sensibility  of  a  private  loss:  and  you  may  de» 
Private  feeling  might,  indeed,  bo  overborne  by  pend  upon  it,  Sir,  that  when  many  people  have 
legislative  reason;  and  a  man  of  a  long-sighted  an  interest  in  railing,  sooner  or  later,  they  will 
and  a  strong  nerved  humanity,  might  bring  bring  a  considerable  degree  of  unpc^ulahty 
himself,  nut  so  much  to  consider  from  whom  upon  any  measure.  So  tltat,for  the  present  at 
he  takes  a  superfluous  enjoyment,  as  for  whom  least,  tlie  reformation  will  o|)erate  against  the 
in  the  end  ho  may  preserve  the  absolute  ne-  reformers;  and  revenge  (as  against  them  at 
cessarics  of  life.  the  least)  will  produce  all  the  effects  of  corrup- 

But  it  is  much  more  easy  to  reconcile  this  tion. 
measure  to  humanity,  than  to  bring  it  to  any  This,  Sir,  is  almost  always  the  case,  where 
agreement  with  prudence.    I  do  not  mean  that  tho    plan   has  complete   success.     But    how 
little,  selfish,  pitiful,  bastard  thing,  which  some-  stands  the  matter  in  the  mere  attempt?    No- 
times  goes  by  the  name  of  a  family  in  which  thin^,  you  know,  is  more  common,  than  for  men 
it  is  not  legitimate,  and  to  which  it  is  a  dis-  to  wish,  and  call  loudly  too,  for  a  reformation, 
grace ; — I  mean  even  that  public  and  enlarged  who,  when  it  arrives,  do  by  no  means  like  ths 
prudence,  which,  apprehensive  of  being  dit»-  severity  of  its  aspect.    Reformation  is  one  of 
abled  from  rendering  acceptable  services  to  those  pieces  «\hich  must  be  put  at  some  dis 
the  wotld,  witliholds  itself  from  those  that  are  tance  in  order  to  please.     Its  greatest  favou* 
invidious.     Gentlemen  who  are,  with  me,  rcrs  love  it  better  in  tiie  abstract  than  in  the 
verging  towards  the  decline  of  life,  and  are  substance.    Wlien  any  oU  prejudice  of  their 
apt  to  form  their  ideas  of  kings  from  kings  of  owrn,or  any  interest  that  they  value,  is  touched 
former  times,  might  dread  the   anger  of  a  they  become  scrupulous,  they  become  captious 
reigning  prince; — they  who  are  more  pro-  and  every  man  has  his  separate  exceptioB 
vident  of  the  future,  or  by  being  young  are  Some  pluck  out  the  black  hairs,  some  tho  gray 
more  interested  in  it,  might  tremble  at  the  one  point  must  be  given  up  to  one ;  another 
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>nit  Bust  be  yielded  to  another ;  nothing  ia  we  are  accumulating  debt  to  the  amount  of  H 

tfered  to  prevail  upon  its  own  principle ;  the  least  fourteen  millions  in  the  year.    Thai 

rhoie  is  so  frittered  down,  and  dijjointed,  that  is  certain. 

>ly  a  trace  of  the  original  scheme  re»        I  have  no  wish  to  deny,  that  our 

i!  Thus,  between  the  resistance  of  power,  areas  brilliant  as  any  one  chooses  to  make 

(he  unsysteroatical  process  of  popularity,  them ;  our  resources  too  may,  for  me,  be  «• 

V>  lie  undertaker  and  the  undertaking  are  both  unfathomable  as  they  are  represented.    Ind«eu 

rased,  and  the  poor  reformer  is  hissed  off  they  are  just  whatever  the  people  possess,  and 

I  stage,  both  by  friends  and  foes.  will  submit  to  pay.    Taxing  is  an  easy  bust- 

Obsenro,  Sir,  that  tlie  apology  for  my  under-  ncss.    Any  projector  can  contrive  new  impo- 

(an  apology,  which,  though  long,  is  no  sitions ;  any  bungler  can  add  to  the  old     But 

than  necessary)  is  not  grounded  on  my  is  it  altogether  wise  to  have  no  other  bounds 

of  the  fullest  senso  of  the  diflfcult  and  to  your  impositions,  than  the  patience  of  those 

itoua  nature  of  the  task  I  undertake.    I  who  are  to  bear  them  ? 

odium  if  I  succeed,  and  contempt  if  I        All  I  claim  upon  the  subject  of  your  re- 

My  excuse  must  rest  in  mine  and  your  sources  is  this,  that  they  are  not  likely  to  be 

'etioQ  of  the  absolute,   urgent  necessity  increased  by  wasting  them. — I  think  I  shall  be 

is,  that  something  of  the  kind  should  be  permitted  to  assume,  that  a  system  of  frugality 

^ODS.    If  there  is  any  sacrifice  to  be  made,  will  not  lessen  your  riches,  whatever  they  mav 

bilker  of  estimation  or  of  fortune,*the  smallest  be  ; — I  believe  it  will  not  be  hotly  disputecT, 

%  the  best.    Commanders  in  chief  are  not  to  that  those  resources  which  lie  heavy  on  the 

%e  put  upon  the  forlorn  hope.    But,  indeed  it  subject,  ought  not  to  be  objects  of  preference ; 

if  necessary  that  the  attempt  should  be  made,  that  tliey  ought  not  to  be  the  veryjaru  choice, 

It  is  necessary  from  our  own  political  circum-  to  an  honest  representative  of  (he  people. 

■taoces ;  it  is  necessary  from  the  operations  of         This  is  all.  Sir,  thpX  I  shall  say  upon  our 

the  enemy ;  it  is  necessary  from  the  demands  circumstances  and  our  resources :  I  mean  to 

of  the  people ;  whose  desires,  when  they  do  say  a  little  more  on  the  operations  of  the  ene- 

Dot  militate  with  the  stable  and  eternal  rules  of  my,  because  this  matter  seems  to  mo  yery  natu- 

justice  and  reason  (rules  which  are  above  us,  ral  in  our  present  deliberation.     When  I  look 

ud  above  them)  ought  to  be  as  a  law  to  a  to  the  other  side  of  the  water,  I  cannot  help 

house  of  commons.  recollecting  what  Pyrrhus  said  on  reconnoitring 

As  to  our  circumstances,  I  do  not  mean  to  the  Roman  camp,  "  These  barbarians  have 

aggravate  the   difficulties   of  them,   by  the  nothing  barbarous  in  their  discipline."    When 

ftreagth  of  any  colouring  whatsoever.    On  the  I  look,  as  I  have  pretty  carefully  looked,  into 

eoBtnury,  I  observe,  and  observe  with  pleasure,  the  proceedings  of  the  French  king,  I  am  sorry 

that  our  affairs  rather  wear  a  more  promising  to  say  it,  I  see  nothing  of  the  character  and 

lapect  than  they  did  on  the  opening  of  this  genius  of  arbitrary  finance;  none  of  the  boki 

session.      We  have  had  some  leading  sue-  frauds  of  bankrupt  power  ;  none  of  the  wikl 

cesses.    But  those  who  rate  them  at  the  high-  struggles,   and  plunges,  of  despotism  in  dis- 

art  (higher  a  great  deal  indeed  than  I  dare  to  tress ; — no  lopping  off  &om  the  capital  of  debt ; 

A))  are  of  opinion,  tliat,  upon  the  ground  of  — no  suspension  of  interest ; — no  robbery  un- 

iocb  adrantaiges,  we  cannot  at  this  time  hope  der  the  name  of  loan  ; — no  raising  the  value, 

to  make  any  tr(^aty  of  peace,  which  would  not  no  debasing  the  substance  of  the  coin.    I  see 

be  niinous  and  completely  disgraceful.     In  neither  Louis  tlie  Fourteenth  nor  Louis  the 

such  an  anxious  state  of  things,  if  dawnings  of  Fifteenth.    On  the  conUury,  I  behold  with  asto- 

Booccss  serve  to  animate  our  diligence,  they  nislunent,  rising  before  me,  by  the  very  hands 

■re  good ;  if  they  tend  to  increase  our  pre-  of  arbitrary  power,  and  in  the  very  midst  of 

■■■ption,  they  are  worse  than  defeats.     The  war  and  confusion,  a  regular,  methodical  sys- 

■tate  of  our  affairs  shall  then  be  as  promising  tern  of  public  credit ;  I  behold  a  fabric  laid  on 

H  any  ooe  may  choose  to  conceive  it :  it  is,  the  natural  and  solid  foundations  of  trust  and 

however,  but  promising.    We  must  recollect,  confidence  among  men ;  and  raising,  by  fair 

dfeat    with    but  half  of  our  natural  strength,  gradations,  order  over  order,  according  to  the 

wo  are  at  war  against  confederated  powers,  just  rules  of  synunetry  and  art.  WhatarevePM 

have  singly  threatened  us  with  ruin ;  we  of  things !  Principle,  method,  regularity,  gbco- 

recoUect,  that  whilst  we  are  led  naked  on  nomy,  frugality,  justice  to  individuals,  and  care 

I  side,  our  other  flank  is  uncovered  by  any  of  the  people,  are  the  resources  with  which 

alliance;   that  whilst   wc    are   weighing  and  France  maikes  war  upon  Great  Britain.    God 

Wlaacing  our  successes  against   our  kissos,  avert  the  omen !    But  if  wo  shouki  see  oat 
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genius  in  war  and  politics  arise  in  France  to  I  am  noC  alarmed  even  at  the  great  navy  wfaku 

second  what  is  done  in  the  bureau ! — I  turn  my  has  been  so  miraculously  created.    All  these 

eyes  from  the  consequences.  things  Louis  the  Fourteenth  had  before.  Widi 

The  noble  ord  in  the  blue  riband,  last  year,  all  these  things,  the  French  mtmarchy  has  nors 

treated  all  this  with  contempt.    He  never  could  than  once  &Uen  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  the  pub> 

conceive  it  possible  that  the  French  minister  of  lie  faith  of  Great  Britain.    It  was  the  want  of 

finance  could  go  through  that  year  with  a  loan  public  credit  which  disabled  France  from  r   ^o* 

of  but  seventeen  huzidred  thousand  pounds;  verin^  after  her  defeats,  or  recovering  e. 

and  that  .he  should  be  able  to  fund  that  loan  from  her  victories  and  triumphs.    It  was  a  pro 

witliout  any  tax.    The  second  year,  however,  digal  court,  it  was  an  iU-ordercd  revenue,  thai 

opens  the  very  same  scene.    A  small  loan,  a  sapped  the  foundations  of  ail  her  greatoen. 

loan  of  no  more  than  two  millions  five  hundred  Credit  cannot  exist  under  the  arm  of  necesaity. 

thousand    pounds,    is  to  carry  our   enemies  Necessity  strikes  at  credit,  I  allow,  with  a 

through  the  service  of  this  year  also.    No  tax  heavier  and  quicker  blow  under  an  arbitrary 

is  raised  to  fund  that  debt ;  no  tax  is  raised  for  monarchy,  than  under  a  limited  and  balanced 

the  current  services.    I  am  credibly  informed  government :  but  still  necessity  and  credit  art 

that  there  is  no  anticipation  whatsoever.  Com-  natural  enemies,  and  cannot  be  long  reconciled 

pcnsations'^  are  correctly  made.    Old  debts  in  any  situation.    From  necessity  and  comqfH 

continue  to  be  sunk  as  in  the  time  of  profound  tion,  a  free  state  may  lose  the  spirit  of  that 

peace.    Even  payments  which  their  treasury  complex  constitution  which  is  the  foundation  of 

had  been  authorized  to  suspend  during  the  lime  confidence.    On  the  other  hand,  I  am  far  firov 

of  war,  are  not  suspended.  being  sure,  that  a  monarchy,  when  once  it  h 

A  general  reform,  executed  through  every  properly  regulated,  may  not  for  a  long  time  fui^ 

departmeni  of  the  revenuej  creates  an  annual  in-  niah  a  foundation  for  credit  upon  the  solidity 

come  of  more  than  half.a  million,  whilst  it  fa-  its  maxiou,  though  it  affords  no  ground  of  trua 

cilitates  and  simplifies  all  the  functions  of  ad-  in  its  institutions.    I  am  aflraid  I  see  in  Eng- 

ministration.    The  king*8  houtekold — at  the  land  and  in  France,  somethbg  like  a  begin  ...,, 

remotest  avenues  to  which  all  reformation  has  of  both  these  things.     I  wish  I  may  be  found 

been  hitherto  stopped,  that  household,  which  in  a  mistake. 

has  been  the  strong  hold  of  prodigality,  the  This  very  short,  and  very  imperfect  state  of 
virgin  fortress  which  was  never  before  attack-  ^'hat  ia  now  going  on  in  France  (the  last  cir- 
ed---has  been  not  only,  not  defended,  but  it  has,  cumstance  of  which  I  received  m  about  eight 
even  in  the  forms,  been  surrendered  by  the  king  <lays  after  the  registry  of  the  edict)*  I  do  not, 
to  the  oeponomy  of  his  minister.  No  capitula-  ^ici  lay  before  yon  for  any  invidious  purpose 
tion ;  no  reserve.  CEconomy  has  entered  in  It  is  in  order  to  excite  in  us  the  spirit  of  a  nobis 
triumph  into  the  public  splendour  of  the  mo-  emulation. — ^Let  the  nations  make  war  upoi 
narch,  into  his  private  amusements,  into  the  each  other  (since  we  must  make  war)  not  witk 
appointments  of  his  nearest  and  highest  rela-  ^  low  and  vulgar  malignity,  but  by  a  competi- 
tions. (Economy  and  public  spirit  have  made  ^ion  of  virtues.  This  is  the  only  way  b) 
a  beneficent  and  an  honest  spoil ;  they  have  which  both  parties  can  gain  by  war.  Tht 
plundered,  from  extravagance  and  luxury,  for  French  have  imitated  us ;  let  us,  through  theia, 
the  use  of  substantial  service,  a  revenue  of  near  imitate  ourselves ;  ourselves  in  our  better  an# 
four  hundred  thousand  pounds.  The  reform  of  happier  days.  If  public  frugality,  under  what* 
the  finances,  joined  to  this  reform  of  the  court,  fver  men,  or  in  whatever  mode  of  government, 
gives  to  the  public  nine  hundred  thousand  ^  national  strength,  it  is  a  strength  whidi  out 
pounds  a  year  and  upwards.  enemies  are  in  possession  of  before  us. 

The  mmister  who  does  these  things  is  a         ^^i  ^  &">  well  aware,  that  the  state  and  tho 

great  man — But  the  king  who  desires  that  they  result  of  the  French  ceconomy  whidi  I  bava 

should  be  done,  is  a  far  greater.    We  must  do  l^^id  before  you,  are  eveti  now  lightly  treated  by 

justice  to  our  enemies — These  are  the  acts  of  a  some,  who  ought  never  to  speak  but  from  iii» 

patriot  king.    I  am  not  in  dread  of  the  vast  ar-  formation.    Pains  have  not  been  spared  to  re> 

lilies  of  France :  I  am  not  in  dread  of  the  gal-  present  them  as  impositions  on  the  public.  Lm 

last  spirit  of  its  bravo  and  numerous  nobility :  me  tell  you,  Sir,  that  the  creation  of  a  navy, 

and  a  two  years  war  without  taxing,  are  a  YOfy 

•This  term  comprehend,  varlousretribuiion.  iX.^'T^^'^T''"''    ^"'.^  !f^ 

made  to  persons  whose  offices  are  taken  away,  ^"^  ^^^^  "^  **^  ^^^  ^'^  ^  ^^  <*•*» 
or  who,  in  any  other  way,  suflTer  by  the  new 
arrangements  that  are  made.  ♦  Edict,  registered  aPih  January,  1780 
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noB?  It  it  to  lower  the  eitimatioo  of  the  which  oome  far  short  of  the  voluntary  oonce*- 
erown  he  serves,  and  to  render  his  ovm  admi-  sions  of  the  king  of  France,  are  moderate  in* 
nistration  contemptible  ?  No !  No !  He  is  deed.  They  only  contend  that  we  should  in- 
coiM4rious,  that  the  sense  of  mankind  is  so  clear  terweave  some  oeconomy  with  the  taxes  with 
■mi' decided  in  favour  of  oeconomy,  and  of  the  which  we  have  diosen  to  begin  the  war.  They 
woH^t  and  value  of  its  resources,  that  he  turas  request,  not  that  you  should  rely  upon  oeconomy 
hff>^<%elf  to  every  species  of  fraud  and  artifice,  eiclusively,  but  that  you  should  give  it  rank 
'j^'^tain  the  mere  reputation  of  it.  Men  do  and  precedence,  in  the  order  of  the  ways  and 
<ot  afiect  a  conduct  that  tends  to  their  dis-  means  of  this  single  session. 
credit.  Let  us,  then,  get  the  better  of  Mon*  But  if  it  were  possible,  that  the  desires  of 
dour  Neckar  in  his  own  way — Let  us  do  in  our  constituents,  desires  which  are  at  once  so 
reality  what  he  does  only  in  pretence. — Let  us  natural,  and  so  very  much  tempered  and  sub- 
turn  his  French  tinsel  into  English  gdd.  Is  dued,  should  have  no  weight  with  a  house  of 
then  the  mere  opinion  and  appearance  of  fni-  commons,  which  has  its  eye  elsewhere  ;  1 
gaiity  and  good  management  of  such  use  to  would  turn  my  eyes  to  the  very  quarter  to 
France,  and  is  the  substance  to  be  so  mis-  which  theirs  are  directed.  1  would  reason  this 
chievous  to  England?  Is  the  very  constitu-  matter  with  the  house,  on  the  mere  policy  of 
tion  of  nature  so  altered  by  a  sea  of  twenty  the  question ;  and  I  would  undertake  to  prove, 
miles,  that  oeconomy  should  give  power  on  the  that  an  early  dereliction  of  abuse,  is  the  direct 
continent,  and  that  profusion  should  give  it  interest  of  government ;  of  government  taken 
here  ?  For  Gfod*s  sake  let  not  this  be  the  only  abstractedly  from  its  duties,  and  considered 
&shioa  of  France  which  we  refuse  to  copy.  merely  as  a  system  intending  its  own  conser- 

•  To  the  last  kind  of  necessity,  the  desires  of  vation. 

^''ii  people,  I  have  but  a  very  few  words  to  say.  If  there  is  any  one  eminent  criterion,  which, 

Tbo  ministers  seem  to  contest  this  point ;  and  abcve  all  the  rest,  distinguishes  a  wise  govern- 

aiect  to  doubt,  whether  the  people  do  really  ment  from  an  administration  weak  and  im- 

Wiilfe  a  plan  of  osconomy  in  tlie  civil  govern-  provident,  it  is  this: — "  well  to  know  the  best 

Blent.     Sir,  this  is  too  ridiculous.    It  is  in>-  time  and  manner  of  yielding,  what  it  is  impos- 

poflsiblo  that  they  should  not  desire  it.    It  is  sible  to'  keep." — There  have  been,  Sir,  and 

impossible  that  a  prodigality  which  draws  its  there  are,  many  who  choose  to  chicane  with 

resources  firom  their  indigence,  should  be  plea-  their  situation,  rather  than  be  instructed  by  it. 

sing  to  them.    Little  factions  of  pensioners,  Those  gentlemen  argue  against  every  desire, 

snd  their  dependants,  may  talk  another  Ian-  of  reformation,  upon  the  principles  of  a  criitii- 

guage.    But  the  voice   of  nature  is  against  nal  prosecution.    It  is  enough  for  them  to  ju«- 

ihem ;  and  it  will  be  heard.    The  peoplo  of  tify  their  adherence  to  a  pernicious  system, 

England  will  not,  they  cannot  take  it  kindly,  that  it  is  not  of  their  contrivance ;  that  it  is  an 

that  representatives  should  refuse  to  their  con-  inheritance  of  absurdity,  derived  to  them  from 

ititaents,  what  an  absolute  sovereign   volun-  their  ancestors ;  that  Uiey  can  make  out  a  long 

tarily  offers  to  his  subjects.    The  expression  and  tmbroken  pedigree  of  mismanagers  that 

of  the   petitions  is,   that   "  before   any  new  have  gone  before  them.     They  are  proud  of 

htirthau  are  had  upon  thiM  country,   ^ectual  the  antiquity  of  their  house ;  and  they  defend 

awasunes  be  takm  6y  this  housey  to  enquire  into,  their  errours,  as  if  th:y  were  defending  their 

mdoometjthegrou  abtueaintheegpendUur^of  inheritance:  afraid  of  derogating  from  their 

pvblie  money. ^  nobility ;  and  carefully  avoiding  a  sort  of  bloc 

This  has  been  treated  by  the  noble  lord  in  in  their  scutcheon,  which  they  think  would  d^ 

the  blue  riband  as  a  wild  factious  language,  grade  them  for  ever. 

It  happens,  however,  that  t))e  peoplo  in  their  It  was  thus  that  the  unfortunate  Charles  the 

an  to  us,  use  almost  word  for  word  the  First  defended  himself  on  the  practice  of  the 

terms  as  the  king  of  France  uses  in  ad-  Stuart  who  went  before  him,  and  of  all  the 

ing  himself  to  his  people;  and  it  differs  Tudors;  his  partisans  might  have  gone  to  the 

oUy,  as  it  falls  short  of  the  French  king's  idea  Plantagenets. — Thfey  might  have  found  bad 

of  what  is  due  to  his  subjects.  "  To  convince,"  examples  enough,  both  abroad  and  at  home, 

says  he,  **  our  faithful  subjects  cithe  detare  we  that  could  have  shewn  an  ancient  and  illustri- 

titUrtain  not  to  recur  to  new  impotitiona,  until  ous  descent.    But  there  is  a  time,  when  men 

we  have  first  exhausted  all  the  resources  which  will  not  suffer  bad  things  because  their  ance»- 

order   and  oEconomy  can   possibly   supply,"  tors  have  suffered  worse.     There  is  a  time, 

^c.  &c.  when  the  hoary  head  of  inveterate  abuse  wil 

These  desires  of  the  people  of  England  neither  draw  reverence,  nor  obtain  protection. 
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If  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  riband  pleads  ble,  not  by  the  virulence  of  iheir  otm  quality, 

"  not  gtdlty"  to  the  charge  brought  against  but   by  the  unapt  and  violent  nature  of  tbe 

the  present  system  of  public  oeconomy,  it  is  remedies.    A   great   part,   thereibre,    of  09 

not  possible  to  give  a  fair  verdict  by  which  he  idea  of  reform,  is  meant  to  operate  grmdoally; 

will  not  stand  acquitted.     But  pleading  is  not  some  benefits  will  come  at  a  nearer,  some  «1 

our  present  business.    His  plea  or  his  traverse  a  more  remote  period.     We  roust  no  nun 

may  be  allowed  as  an  answer  to  a  chargCj  make  haste  to  be  rich  by  parsimony,  than  by 

when  a  charge  is  made.    But  if  he  puts  him-  intemperate  acquisition, 

self  in  the  way  to  obstruct  reformation,  then  In  my  opinion,  it  is  our  duty  when  we  haw 

the  faults  of  his  office  instantly  become  his  the  desires  of  the  people  before  us,  to  pums 

own.    Instead  of  a  public  officer  in  an  abusive  them,  not  in  the  spirit  c^  literal  obcdienee, 

department,  whose  province  is  an  object  to  which  may  militate  with  their  very  prindple, 

be  regulated,  he  becomes  a  criminal  who  is  to  much  less  to  treat  them  with  a  peevish  and 

be  punbhed.     I  do  most  seriously  put  it  to  contentious  litigation,  as  if  we  were  advetsc 

administration,  to  consider,  the  wisdom  of  a  parties  in  a  suit.    It  would,  Sir,  be  most  dia* 

timely  reform.     Early  reformations  are  ami-  honourable  for  a  faithful  representative  of  the 

cable  arrangements  with  a  friend  in  power ;  commons,  to  take  advantage  of  any  inartifr 

late  reformations  are  terms  imposed  upon  a  cial   expression  of  the  people^s  wishes,   ia 

conquered  enemy :  early  reformations  are  made  order  to  frustrate  their  attainment  of  what 

in  cool  blood ;  late  reformations  are  made  un-  they  have  an  undoubted  right  to  expect.    Wt 

der  a  state  of  inflammation.     In  that  state  are  under  infinite  obligations  to  our  corotitih 

of  things  the   people   behold  in  government  ents,  who  have  raised  us  to  so  distinguished  a 

nothing  that   is  respectable.     They  see  the  trust,  and  have  imparted  such  a  degree  of 

abuse,  and  they  will  see  nothing  else — They  sanctity  to  common  characters.     We  ought  to 

fall  into  the  temper  of  a  furious  populace  pro-  walk  before  them  with  purity,  plainness,  and 

voked  at  the  disorder  of  a  house  of  ill  fame ;  integrity  of  heart ;  with  tilial  love,  and  ool 

they  never  attempt  to   correct  or  regulate;  with  slavish  fear,  which  is  alwa3r8  a  low  and 

they  go  to  work  by  the  shortest  way — They  tricking  thing.    For  my  own  part,  in  what  I 

abate  the  nuisance,  they  pull  down  the  house,  have   meditated  upon  that  subject,  I  canool 

This  is  my  opinion  with  regard  to  the  true  indeed  take  upon  me  to  say  I  have  the  bonooi 

interest  of  government    But  as  it  is  the  into-  to  follow  the  sense  of  the  people.    The  tralli 

rest  of  government  that  reformation  should  be  is,  /  met  it  on  the  uxn/,  while  I  was  pursuing 

early,  it  is  the  interest  of  the  people  that  it  their  interest  according  to  my  own  ideas.    1 

should  be  temperate.    It  is  their  interest,  be-  am  happy  beyond  expression  to  find  that  my 

cause  a  temperate  reform  is  permanent ;  and  intentions  have   so  far  coincided  with  diein, 

because  it  has  a  principle  of  growth.    When-  that  I  have  not  had  cause  to  be  in  the  least 

ever  we  improve,  it  is  right  to  leave  room  for  scrupulous  to  sign  their  petition,  cooceivii^  it 

a  further  improvement.   It  is  right  to  consider,  to  express  my  own  opinions,   as  neariy  as 

to  look  about  us,  to  examine  the  effect  of  what  general  terms  can  express  the  object  of  par* 

we  have  done. — Then  we  can  proceed  with  ticular  arrangements. 

confidence,  because  we  can  proceed  with  in-  I  am  therefore  satisfied  to  act  aa  a  fair  me- 

telligence.    Whereas  in  hot  reformations,  in  diator  between   government  and  the  peupte, 

what  men,  more  zealous  than  considerate,  call  endeavouring  to  form  a  plan  which  shouklhave 

maJdng  cUar  toorkf  the  whole  is  generally  so  both  an  early  and  a  temperate  operation.    I 

crude,  so  harsh,  so  indigested ;  mixed  witli  so  mean,  that  it  sliould  be  substantial ;  that  it 

much  imprudence,  and  so  much  injustice ;  so  should  be  systematic.     That  it  ahoidd  rather 

contrary  to  the  whole  course  of  human  nature,  strike  at  tlie  first  cause  of  prodigality  and  cat* 

and  human  institutions,  that  the  very  people  rupt  influence,  than  attempt  to  fi^ow  tbe«  ia 

who  are  most  eager  for  it,  are  among  the  first  all  their  eflects. 

to  grow  disgusted  at  what  they  have  done.  It  was  to  fulfil  the  first  of  these  objects  (tfaa 

Then  some  part  of  tlie  abdicated  grievance  proposal  of  somctliing  substantial)  that  I  fboDd 

is  called  from  its  exile  in  order  to  become  a  myself  obliged,  at  the  outset,  to  reject  a  1^ 

corrective  of  the  correction.     Then  tlie  abuse  proposed  by  an  honourable  and  attentive 


assumes  all  the  credit  and  popularity  of  a  re-  ber'^  of  parliament,  with  very  good  iDteodoM 

form.    The  very  idea  of  purity  and  disinte-  on  his  part,  about  a  year  or  two  ago.    Sifi  lilt 

restcdne^s  in  politics  falls  into  disrepute,  and  plan  I  speak  of  was  the  tax  of  25  jht  onfc 
is  considrred  as  a  vision  of  hot  and  mcxperi- 

oncod  men ;  and  thus  disorders  become  incunip  <>  Thomas  Gilbert,  Esq.  member  for  TJw^a^M 
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«p«i  ftec«B  uid  pensions  during  the  by  an  injudicious  tax.    Such  has  been  the 

^hi^^  rjk  tee  Amerieao  war. — Nothing,  effect  of  the  taxes  hitherto  laid  on  pension! 

ir,  could  hcvo  mU  my  ideas  more  than  such  and  employments,  and  it  is  no  encouragement 

tax  if  it  was  considered  as  a  practical  satire  to  recur  again  to  the  same  expedient. 

I  that  war,  and  as  a  penalty  upon  those  who  In  efToct,  such  a  scheme  is  not  calculated  to 

Bed  us  into  it ;  but  in  any  other  view  it  appear-  produce,  but  to  prevent,  reformation.    It  holds 

^d  to  me  very  liable  to  objections.  I  considered  out  a  shadow  of  present  gain  to  a  needy  and 

^  scheme  as  neither  substantia),  nor  perma-  necessitous  public,  to  divert   their  attention 

snt,  nor  systematical,  nor  likely  to  bo  a  cor^  from  those  abuses,  which  in  reality  are  the 

xsctive  of  evil   influence.      T    have    always  great  causes  of  their  wants.     It  is  a  compoei- 

thought  employments  a  very  proper  subject  of  kion  to  stay  inquiry ;  it  is  a  fine  paid  by  mis* 

Ngubtion,  but  a  very  ill-chosen  subject  ibr  a  management,  for  the    renewal  of  its  lease. 

tax.    An  equal  tax  upon  property  is  reasoD*  What  is  worse,  it  is  a  fine  paid  by  industry 

able ;  because  the  object  is  of  the  same  quali^  and  merit,  for  an  indemnity  to  the  idle  and  the 

throughout.     The  species  is  the  same,  it  di^  worthless.     But  I  shall  say  no  niore  upon  this 

bra  only  in  its  quantity:  but  a  tax  upon  sala^  topic,  because  (whatever  may  be  given  out  to 

ries  is  totally  of  a  different  nature ;  there  can  the  contrary)  I  know  that  the  noble  lord  in  the 

be  no  equality,  and  consequently  no  justice,  in  blue  riband  perfectly  agrees  with  me  in  these 

taxing  them  by  the  hundred,  in  the  gross.  sentiments. 

We  have,  Sir,  on  our  establishment,  several  After  all  that  I  have  said  on  this  subject,  I 

offices  which  perform  real  service — We  have  am  so  sensible,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  try  every 

tbo  places  that  provide  large  rewards  for  no  thing  which  may  contribute  to  the  relief  of  the 

Krvice  at  all.     We  have  stations  which  are  nation,  that  I  do  not  attempt  wholly  to  rcprcy 

msde  for  the  public  decorum ;  made  for  pre-  bate  the  idea  even  of  a  tax.    Whenever,  Sir, 

serving   the  grace    and  majesty  of  a  great  the  incumbrance  of  useless  office  (which  lies 

people— We  have  likewise  expensive  formali-  no  less  a  dead  weight  upon  the  service  of  the 

ties,  which  tend  rather  to  the  disgrace  than  state,  than  upon  its  revenues)   shall  be  re- 

tbe  ornament  of  the  state  and  the  court.  This,  movc^ ; — when  the  remaining  offices  shall  be 

Sir,  is  the  real  condition  of  our  establishments,  classed  according  to  the  just  proportion   of 

To  fall  with  the  same  severity  on  objects  so  their  rewards  and  services,  so  as  to  admit  the 

perfectly  dissimilar,   is  the  very   reverse  of  a  application  of  an  equal  rule  to  their  taxation ; 

refbnnation.    I  mean  a  reformation  framed,  as  when  the  discretionary  power  over  the  civil 

tl!  serious  things  ought  to  be,   in   number,  list  cash  shall  be  so  regulated,  that  a  minister 

weight  and  measure.— Suppose,  for  instance,  shall  no  longer  have  the  means  of  repaying 

that  two  men  receive  a  salary  of  800/.  a  year  with  a  private,  what  is  taken  by  a  public  hand 

each. — In  the  office  of  one  there  is  nothing  at  — if  after  all  these  preliminary  regulations,  it 

aB  to  be  done ;  in  the  other,  the  occupier  is  should  be  thought  that  a  tax  on  places  is  an 

oppressed   by  its  duties. — Strike  off  twenty-  object  worthy  of  the  public  attention,  I  shall 

five  po"  cent,  from  these  two  offices,  you  take  be  very  ready  to  lend  my  hand  to  a  reduction 

from  one  man  200f.  which  in  justice  he  ought  of  their  emoluments. 

to  have,  and  you  give  in  effect  to  the  other  Having  thus,  Sir,  not  so  much  absolutely  re- 

60(V.  which   he  ought   not  to  receive.    The  jected,  as  postponed,  the  plan  of  a  taxation  of 

public  robe  the  former,  and  the  latter  robs  the  office, — ^my  next  business  was  to  find  something 

pabtic ;  and  this  mode  of  mutual  robbery  is  which  might  be  really  substantial  and  effectual. 

die  only  way  in  which  the  office  and  the  pub-  lam  quite  clear,  that  if  ^e  do  not  goto  the  very 

lie  can  make  up  their  accounts.  origin,  and  first  ruling  cause  of  grievances, 

But  the  balance  in  settling  the  account  of  we  do  nothing.    Wliat  docs  it  signify  to  turn 

ihls  double  injustice,  is  much  against  the  state,  abuses  out  of  one  door,  if  we  are  to  let  them  in 

The  result  is  short.    You  purchase  a  saving  at  another?    What  does  it  signify  to  promote 

of  two  hundred  poimds,  by  a  profusion  of  six.  oecOnomy, upon  a  measure,  and  to  suffer  it  to 

Besides,  Sir,  whilst  you  leave  a  supply  of  un-  be  subverted  in  the  principle?    Our  ministers 

lt>ciiicd  money  behind,  whoHy  at  the  discretion  are  far  from  being  wholly  to  blame  for  the  pre- 

of  iiinisters,  they  moke  up  the  tax  to  such  sent  ill  order  which  prevails.    Whilst  institu- 

plarnp  as  they  wish  to  favour,  or  in  such  new  tions  directly  repugnant  to  good  management, 

plarnn  as  they  may  choose  to  create.    Thus  are  suffered  to  remain,  no  effectual  or  lasting 

die  civil   list  becomes  oppressed  with  debt ;  reform  can  be  introduced. 

■Bd  the  public  is  obliged  to  repay,  and  to  re-  I  therefore  thought  it  necessary,  as  soon  is 

my  with  an  heavy  interest,  what  it  has  taken  I  conceived  tfioughta  of  submitting  to  voo 
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some  plan  of  uform,  to  take  a  comprehensiTO 
view  of  the  state  of  this  counUry ;  to  make  a 
sort  of  survey  of  its  jurisdictions,  ita  estateSf 
and  its  establishments.  Something  in  every 
one  of  them  seemed  to  me  to  stand  in  the  way 
Qf  all  (Bconomy  in  their  administration,  and 
prevented  every  possibility  of  methodizing  the 
system.  But  being,  as  I  ought  to  be  doubtful 
of  myself,  I  was  resolved  not  to  proceed  in  an 
arbitrary  manner  in  any  particular  which 
tended  to  change  the  settled  state  of  things,  or 
in  any  degree  to  afiect  the  fortune  or  situation, 
the  interest  or  the  importance,  d  any  indivi- 
dual. By  an  arbitrary  proceeding,  I  mean 
one  conducted  by  the  private  opinions,  tastes, 
or  feelings,  of  the  roan  who  attempts  to  regu- 
late. These  private  measures  are  not  stan- 
dards of  tlie  exchequer,  nor  balances  of  the 
sanctuary.  General  principles  cannot  bo  de- 
bauched or  corrupted  by  interest  or  caprice; 
and  by  those  principles  I  was  resolved  to 
work. 

Sir,  before  I  proceed  further,  I  will  lay  these 
principles  fairly  before  you,  that  afterwards 
you  may  be  in  a  condition  to  judge  whether 
every  object  of  regulation,  as  I  propose  it, 
comes  fairly  under  its  rule.     This  will  ex- 
ceedingly shorten  all  discussion  between  ua, 
if  we  are  perfectly  in  earnest  in  establishing  a 
system  of  good  management.    I  therefore  lay 
down  to  myself  seven  fundamental  rules;  they 
might  indeed  be  reduced  to  two  or  three  sim- 
ple maxims,  but  they  would  be  too  general,  and 
their  application  to  the  several  heads  of  the 
business  before  us,  would  not  be  so  distinct 
and  visible.    I  conceive,  then, 
Firsts  That  all  jurisdictions  which  furnish  more 
matter  of  expense,  more  temptations  to  op- 
pression, or  more  means  and  instruments  of 
corrupt  influence,  than  advantage  to  justice 
or  political  administration,  ought  to  be  abo- 
lished. 
Secondly^  That  all  public  estates  which  are 
more  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  vexing, 
overawing,  and  influencing  those  who  hdd 
under  them,  and  to  the  expense  of  percep- 
tion and  management,  than  of  benefit  to  the 
revenue,  ought,  upon  every  principle,  both 
of  revenue  and  of  freedom,  to  be  disposed 
of. 
Thirdly y   That  all  oflices  which  bring  noore 
charge  than  proportional  advantage  to  the 
state;   that  all  oflices  which  may  be  en- 
grafted on  others,  uniting  and  simplifying 
'   Uieir  duties,  ought  in  the  first  case,  to  be 
taken  away ;  and  in  the  second,  to  be  con- 
soUdated. 
F^mrthty,  That  all  such  oflSces  ought  to  be 


abolished,  as  obstruct  the  prospect  of  ikf 
general  superintendant  of  Snance ;    whiek 
d^troys  his  superintendancy,  which  disskli 
him  fi^  foreseeing  and  providing  for  cbargei 
as  they  may  occur ;  firom  preventing  expeiM 
in  its  origin,  checking  it  in  its  progress, « 
securing  its  application  to  its  proper  pm^ 
poses.    A  minister,  under  whom  expeom 
can  be  made  without  his  knowledge,  cm 
never  say  what  it  is  that  he  can'  spend,  a 
what  ii.  is  that  ne  can  save. 
fyVdyy  That  it  b  proper  to  establish  an  ia* 
variable  order  in  all  payments ;  which  w91 
prevent  partiality;  winch  will  give  prefe- 
rence to  services,  not  according  to  Hm  iak* 
portunity  of  the  demandant,  but  the  rank 
and  order  of  their  utility  or  their  justice. 
Sixthly f  That  it  is  right  to  reduce  every  Mta* 
blishment,  and  every  part  of  an  establirii- 
ment  (as  nearly  as  possible)  to  certaintf, 
the  life  of  all  order  and  good  management. 
Seventhly  f  That  all  subordinate  treasuries,  is 
the  nurseries  of  mismanagement,  and  as 
naturally  drawing  to  themselves  as  mock 
money  as  they  can,  keeping  it  as  long  as  they 
can,  and  accounting  for  it  as  late  as  tbej 
can,  ought  to  be  dissolved.    They  have  a 
tendency  to  perplex  and  distract  the  public 
accounts,  and  to  excite  a  suspicion  of  go- 
vemment  even  beyond  the  extent  of  their 
abuse. 

Under  the  authority  and  with  the  guidanoe 
of  those  principles,  I  proceed ;  wiping  thM 
nothing  in  any  establishment  may  be  changed, 
where  I  am  not  able  to  make  a  strong,  direct, 
and  solid  application  of  those  principles,  or  of 
some  one  of  them.  An  ceconomical  constitiK 
tion  is  a  necessary  basis  for  an  ceconomical 
administration. 

First,  with  regard  to  the  sovereign  jurisdic- 
tions, I  must  observe.  Sir,  that  whoever  takes 
a  view  of  this  kingdom  in  a  cursory  manner, 
will  imagine,  that  he  beholds  a  solid,  cook- 
pacted,  uniform  system  of  monarchy ;  in  whibb 
all  inferiour  jurisdictions  are  but  as  rays 
diverging  from  one  centre.  But  on  exmnuniiig 
it  more  nearly,  you  find  much  eccentricitf  and 
confusion.  It  is  not  a  monardiy  in  strictnes. 
But,  as  in  the  Saxon  times  this  country  wai 
an  heptarchy,  it  is  now  a  strange  8(wt  of  |m» 
tardty.  It  is  divided  bto  five  several  distinel 
principalities,  besides  the  supreme.  Then 
is  indeed  this  difl^erence  from  the  Saxon  timas 
that  as  in  the  itinerant  exhibitions  of  the  stage, 
for  want  of  a  complete  company,  they  are 
obliged  to  throw  a  variety  of  parts  on  their 
chief  performer ;  so  our  sovereign  condeneendi 
himself  to  act  not  on  the  principal  but  aP  *kt 
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«id»oidimte  parts  in  the  play.  Ha  condes-  Probert,  a  knii^t-errant,  dubbed  by  the  noble 
<eiidi  to  dissipate  the  royal  character,  and  to  lord  in  the  blue  riband,  and  sent  to  search  for 
trifle  with  those  light  subordinate  lacquered  revenues  and  adventures  upon  the  mountains 
ecqMres  in  those  hands  that  sustain  the  ball,     of  Wales.    The  commission  is  remarkable ; 

representing  the  worid,  or  which  wield  the  and  the  event  not  less  so.    The  commissioD 

trident  that  commands  the  ocean.    Cross  a  sets  forth,  that  "  Upon  a  report  of  the  deputy 

brook,  and  you  lose  the  king  of  England ;  but  auditor  (for  there  is  a  deputy  auditor)  of  the 

yon  have  90010  comfort  in  coming  again  under  principality  d  Wales,  it  appeared,  that  his 

his  majesty,  though  **  shorn  of  his  beams,"  majesty's  land  revenues  in  the  said  principa- 

md  no  more  than  prince  of  Wales.     Go  to  lity,  are  greatfy  dimmUied  ;" — and  '<  that  upon 

die  north,  and  you  find  him  dwindled  to  a  a  report  of  the  aurofyor^vnero/ of  his  majesty's 

duke  of  LancasDri   turn  to  the  west  of  that  land  revenues,  upon  a  memorial  of  the  auditor 

■orth,  and  he  pops  upon  you  in  the  humble  of  his  majesty's  revenues  mthicn  the  Mxd  prinf 

diaracter  of  earl  of  Chester.     Travel  a  few  dpaiityf  that  his  mines  and  forests  have  pro- 

Ottles  on,  the  earl  of  Chester  disappears ;  and  duced  very  little  profit  either  to  the  public  revertue 

the  king  surprises  you  again  as  count  palatine  or  to  individuals;" — and  therefore  they  appoint 

of  Lancaster.     If  you  travel  beyond  Mount  Mr.  Probert,  with  a  pension  of  three  hundred 

Edgecomb,  you  find  him  once  more  in  his  pounds  a  year  from  the  said  principality,  to 

ineognito,  and  he  is  duke  of  Cornwall.    So  try  whether  he  can  make  any  thing  more  of 

that,  quite  fatigued  and  satiated  with  this  dull  that  very  little  which  is  stated  to  be  so  greatly 

variety,  3rou  are  infinitely  refi^shed  when  you  diminished.    "  A  beggar^  account  of  empty 

rstvn  to  the  sphere  of  his  proper  splendour,  hojK»."    And  yet.  Sir,  you  will  remark — that 

and  behold  your  amiable  sovereign  in  his  true,  this  diminution  fix>m  littleness  (which  serves 

iknple,  undisguised,  native  character  of  ma-  only  to  prove  the  infinite  divisibility  of  matter) 

jes^.  was  not  for  want  of  the  tender,  and  officious 

In  every  one  of  these  five  principalities,  care  (as  we  see)  of  surveyors  general,  and 

(hiehies,  palatinates,  there  is  a  regular  esta-  surveyors  particular ;  of  auditors  and  deputy 

blidmient  of  considerable  expense,  and  most  auditors ;  not  for  want  of  memorials,  and  rc- 

domineering  influence.   *As  his  majesty  sub-  monstrances,  and  reports,  and  commissions, 

nils  to  appear  in  this  state  of  subordination  and  constitutions,  and  inquisitions,  and  pen* 

to  himself,  his  loyal  peers  and  faithful  com-  sions. 


attend  his  royal  transformations;  and  Probert,  thus  armed  and  accoutred-^'and 
are  not  so  nice  as  to  refuse  to  nibble  at  those  paid,  proceeded  on  his  adventure ;  but  he  was 
cnn^  of  emoluments,  which  console  their  no  sooner  arrived  on  the  confines  of  Wales, 
pet^  metamorphoses.  Thus  every  one  of  than  all  Wales  was  in  arms  to  meet  him. 
those  principalities  has  the  apparatus  of  a  That  nation  is  brave,  and  full  of  spirit.  Since 
kingdom,  for  the  jurisdiction  over  a  few  pri-  the  invasion  of  king  Edward,  and  the  massacre 
vatjB  estates ;  and  the  formality  and  charge  of  (^  the  bards,  there  never  was  such  a  tumult, 
the  eicbequer  of  Great  Britain,  for  collecting  and  alarm,  and  uproar,  through  the  region  of 
the  rents  of  a  country  'squire.  Cornwall  is  Prestatyn.  Snowden  shook  to  its  base ;  Coda' 
die  best  of  them ;  but  when  you  compare  the  Idris  was  lo<%ened  from  its  foundations.  The 
charge  with  the  receipt,  you  will  find  that  it  fury  of  litigious  war  blew  her  horn  on  the  moun- 
Ibniiahes  no  exception  to  the  general  rule,  tains.  The  rocks  {MXired  down  thuir  goat- 
Hie  dbchy  and  county  palatine  of  Lancaster  herds,  and  the  deep  caverns  vomited  out  their 
do  not  yield,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  on  miners.  Every  thing  above  ground,  and  every 
WM  average  of  twenty  years,  four  thousand  thing  under  ground,  was  in  arms. 
pomdfl  a  year,  clear  to  the  crown.  As  to  In  short,  Sir,  to  alight  from  my  Welsh  Pe- 
Wales,  and  the  county  palatine  of  Chester,  I  gasus,  and  to  come  to  level  ground ;  the  Preux 
have  my  doubts,  whether  their  productive  Chevalier  Probert  went  to  look  for  revenues 
exchequer  yields  any  returns  at  all.  Yet  one  like  his  masters  upon  other  occasions ;  and 
■Hiy  say,  that  this  revenue  is  more  faitlifully  like  his  masters,  he  found  rebellion.  But  we 
mppUed  to  its  purposes  than  any  of  the  rest ;  were  grown  cautious  by  experience.  A  civil 
•■  it  exist  for  the  sole  purpose  of  multiplying  war  of  paper  might  end  in  a  more  serious  war 
oAeea,  and  extending  influence.  fur  now  remonstrance  met  remonstrance,  and 
An  attempt  was  lately  made  to  improve  this  memorial  was  opposed  to  memorial.  The  wiso 
bnach  of  local  influence,  and  to  transfer  it  to  Britons  thought  it  more  reasonable  that  the 
the  limd  of  genera,  corruption.  I  have  on  the  poor  wasted  decrepid  revenue  of  the  principa 
b^ind  mo,  the  constitution  of  Mr.  John  lity,  should  die  a  natural  than  a  violent  death 


^84  SPEECH  ON  CECONOMICAL  REFORM. 

In  truth,  Sir,  the  attempt  was  no  loss  an  afTront  of  vexing  others.    It  is  excceditigly 

upon  the  understanding  of  that  respectable  for  men  to  contract  thoir  love  to  their  countiy, 

people,  than  it  was  an  attack  on  their  property,  into  an  attadimcnt  lo  its  petty  subdi  vis  ions; 

They  chose  rather  that  their  ancient  moss-  and  they  sometimes  even  cling  lo  their  provii^ 

grown  castles  should  moulder  into  decay,  under  ciai  abuses,  as  if  they  were  franchises  and 

the  silent  touches  of  time,  and  the  slow  for-  local  privileges.  Accordingly,  in  places,  where 

mality  of  an  oblivious  and  drowsy  exchequer,  there  is  much  of  this  kind  of  estate,  persoDS 

than  that  they  should  be  battered  down  eill  at  will  be  always  found,  who  wouki  rather  trust 

«nce,  by  the  lively  eObrts  of  a  pensioned  engi*  to  their  talents  in  recommending  themselves  to 

neer.    As  it  is  the  fortune  of  the  noble  lord,  power  for  the  renewal  of  their  interests,  tham 

to  whom  the  auspices  of  this  campaign  be-  to    incumber  their  purses,  thou^  never  so 

longed,  frequently  to  provoke  resistance,  so  it  lightly,  in  order  to  transmit  independence  lo 

is  his  rule  and  nature  to  yiekl  to  that  resistance  their  posterity.    It  is  a  great  mistake,  that 

m  cUl  cases  tohaisoewr.    He  was  true  to  him-  the  desire  of  securing  property  is  univeml 

self  on  this  occasion.  He  submitted  with  spirit  among  mankind.    Gaming  is  a  principle  inhs- 

to  the  spirited  remonstrances  of  the  Welsh,  rent  in  human  nature.    It  belongs  to  us  ail.  I 

Mr.  Probert  gave  up  this  adventure,  and  keeps  would  therefore  break  those  tables ;  I  would 

his  pension— -and  so  ends  "  the  famous  history  furnish  no  evil  occupation  for  that  spirit.    I 

of  the  revenue  adventures  of  the  bold  baron  would  make  every  man  look  every  where,  ex* 

Notth,  and  the  good  knight  Probert,  upon  the  cept  to  the  intrigue  of  a  court,  for  the  improve* 

mountains  of  Venodotia."  ment  of  his  circumstances,  or  the  socurity  of 

In  such  a  state  is  the  exchequer  of  Walet;  at  his  fortune.    I  have  in  my  eye  a  very  strong 

present,  that  upon  the  report  of  the  treasury  case  in  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  (wliich  late^ 

itself,  its  Utile  revenue  is  greatly  diminished ;  occupied  Westminster-hall,  and  the  house  oC 

and  we  see  by  the  whole  of  this  strange  trans-  lords,)  as  my  voucher  for  many  of  th^  refleo>  ' 

action,  that  an  attempt  to  improve  it  produces  tions.* 

resistance ;  the  resistance  produces  submis-         For  what  plausible  reason  are  these  princi- 

sion ;  and  the  whole  ends  in  pension.*  palitics  suffered  to  exist  ?  When  a  govemmenl 

It  is  nearly  the  same  with  the  revenues  of  is  rendered  complex  (which  in  itself  is  no  deai- 

the  duchy  of  Lancaster.     To  do  nothing  with  rable  thing)  it  ought  to  bo  for  some  political 

them  is  extinction ;  to  improve  them  is  opprcs-  end,  which  cannot  be   answered  otherwise, 

sion.    Indeed,  the  whole  of  the  estates  which  Subdivisions  in  government,  are  only  admia- 

support  these  minor  principalities,  is  made  sible  in  favour  of  the  dignity  of  infcriour  priiH 

up,  not  of  revenues  and  rents,  and  pro6table  ces,  and  high  nobility ;  or  for  the  mpport  of 

fines,  but  of  claims,  of  pretensions,  of  vexa-  an  aristocratic  confederacy  under  some  head; 

tions,  of  litigations.    They  are  exchequers  of  or  for  the  conservation  of  the  franchise  of  the 

tmfrequent  receipt,  and  constant  charge ;  a  people  in  some  privileged  province.     For  tiio 

system  of  finances  not  fit  for  an  oeconomist  two  former  of  these  ends,  such  are  the  aubdi- 

who  would  be  rich ;  not  fit  for  a  prince  who  visions  in  favour  of  the  electoral  and  ociier 

would  govern  his   subjects  with  equity  and  princes  in  the  empire ;  for  the  latter  of  theae 

justice.  purposes  are  the  jurisdiction  of  the  imperial 

It  is  not  only  between  prince  and  subject,  cities,  and  the  Hanse  towns.    For  the  latter 

that  these  mock  jurisdictions,  and  mimic  reve-  of  these  ends  are  also  the  countries  of  the 

nues  produce  great  mischief.    They  excite  States  [Pais  d^Etats]  and  certain  citid^,  and 

among  the  people  a  spirit  of  informing,  and  orders  in  France.    These  are  all  regulalioiis 

delating ;  a  spirit  of  supplanting  and  undermi-  with  an  object,  and  some  of  them  wiUi  a  rery 

ning  one  anodier.    So  that  many  in  such  cir-  good  object.    But  how  are  the  principles  of 

cumstances,  conceive  it  advantageous  to  them,  any  of  these  subdivisions  applicable  in  the  case 

rather  to  continue  subject  to  vexation  them-  before  va  ? 

■elves,  than  to  give  up  the  means  and  chance         Do  they  answer  any  purpose  to  the  king  ? 

The  principality  of  Wales  was  given  bv  patent 

♦  Here  Lord  North  shook  his  hrad,  and  told  to  Edward  the  Black  Prince,  on  the  eround  oo 

i5fr»ii°  f!^"!"J!,'"!: 'l'il^^f;i:^*^";f  P*"'  which  it  has  since  stood.— Loftl  cSie 


sion  was  to  depend  on  his  success.     It  may  ...                      .,,»»....- 

t>eso.    Mr.  Probert's  pension  was,  however,  no  ciously  observes  upon  it,  "  That  m  the  charlef 
essential  pan  of  the  question;  nor  did  Mr.  B. 
care  whether  he  still  pos.^essed  it  or  not.    His 

point  was,  to  shew  the  rklicule  of  attempting  an  *  Case  of   Richard   Lee,   Esq.    appellant, 

mprovement  of  the  Welsh  revenue  unc^i  its  against  George  Venables  Lord  Vernon,  respnn* 

nrcsent  establish  mr.'U  dent,  in  the  year  1776. 
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oTcrMting  the  Black  Prince  Edward  prince  of  four  thousand  pounds  a  year  at  best,  to  revt* 

Wales,  there  is  a  great  myaUry — for  Un  than  nue,  is  worth  forty  or  fifty  tliousand  to  ir{fliunee, 

an  estate  of  inheritance,  so  ^rea<  a  prince  eou^  The  duchy  of  Lancaster,  and  the  county 

not  have,  and  an  abtotuU  ttate  ofinhtritanee  in  palatine  of  Lancaster,   answered,   I  admit. 

00  gnat  a  principality  as  Wales  (this  princi-  some  purpose  in  their  original  creation.   They 

pality  being  M<2ear  to  him)  he  sAouU  not  have;  tended  to  make  a  subject  imitate  a  prince, 

and  therefore  it  was  made,  sibi  et  heredibut  suit  When  Henry  the  Fourth  (rom  that  stair  a»- 

ngituM  Angli4Bj  that  by  his  decease,  or  attain-  cended  the  tlirone,  high-minded  as  he  was,  he 

lag  to  the  crown,  it  might  be  extinguished  in  was  not  willing  to  kick  away  the  ladder.    To 

the  crown."  prevent  that   principality  from   being  extin- 

For  the  sake  of  this  foolish  mystery,  of  what  guished  in  the  crown,  he  severed  it  by  act  of 

a  great  prince  could  not  have  less,  and  thould  parliament    He  had  a  motive,  such  as  it  waa ; 

■ot  have  $o  tmieh,  of  a  principality  which  waa  he  thought  his  title  to  the  cro^^-n  unsound,  and 

loo  <iear  to  be  given,  and  too  ^6a<  to  be  kept—  his  possession  insecure.    He  therefore  roa> 

and  for  no  other  cause  that  ever  I  could  find —  naged  a  retreat  in  his  duchy ;  which  Lord 

lina  form  and  shadow  ofa  principality,  without  Coke  calls  (I  do  not  know  why)  par  muUia 

any  substance,  has  been  maintained.     That  regnis.    He  flattered  himself  that  it  was  prac- 

you  may  judge  in  this  instance  (and  it  serves  ticable  to  make  a  projecting  point  half  wa} 

for  the  rest)  of  the  difference  between  a  great  dot\Ti,  to  break  his  fall  from  the  precipice  erf 

•ad  a  little  ceconomy,  you  will  please  to  recoU  royalty ;  as  if  it  were  possible  for  one  who  had 

lect,  Sir,  that  Walrs  may  be  about  the  tenth  lost  a  kingdom  to  keep  any  thing  else.    How^ 

part  of  England  in  size  and  population ;  and  ever,  it  is  evident  that  he  thought  so.     When 

cartainly  not  a  hundredth  part  in  opulence.  Henry  the  Fiflh,  united,  by  act  of  parliament, 

Twelve  judges  perform  the  whole  of  the  busi-  the  estates  of  his  mother  to  the  duchy,  he  had 

neos,  both  of  the  stationary  and  itinerant  jus-  the  same  predilection  with  his  father,  to  the 

tioe  of  this  kingdom ;  but  for  Wales  there  are  root  of  his  family  honours,  and  the  same  p<^ 

eight  judges.     There  is  in  Wales  an  exche-  licy   in  enlarging  the   sphere  of  a  possible 

^ner,  as  well  as  in  all  the  duchies,  according  retreat  from  the  slippery  royalty  of  the  two 

to  die  very  best  and  most  authentic  absurdity  great  crowns  he  held.    All  this  was  changed 

of  form.     There  are  in  all  of  them,  a  hundred  by  Edward   the  Fourth.     He  had  no  such 

more  difficult  trifles  and  laborious   fooleries,  family  partialities,  and  his  policy  was  the 

which  serve  no  other  purpose  than  to  keep  reverse  of  that  of  Henry  the  Fourth  and  Henry 

alive  corrupt  hope  and  servile  dependence.  the  FiAh.    He  accordingly  again  united  the 

These  principalities  are  so  far  from  cuntri-  duchy  of  Lancaster  to  the  crown.    But  when 

bating  to  the  ease  of  the  king,  to  his  wealth,  Henry  the  Seventh,  who  chose  to  consider 

or  his  dignity,  that  they  render  both  his  supreme  himself  as  of  the  house  of  Lancaster,  came  to 

and  his  subordinate  authority,  perfectly  ridicu-  the  throne,  he  brought  with  him  the  old  pre- 

kns.    It  was  but  the  other  day,  that  that  pert,  tensions,  and  the  old  politics  of  that  house. 

fcctioos  fellow^  the  duke  of  Lancaster,  pre-  A  new  act  of  parliament,  a  second  time,  dia- 

ftmed  to  fly  in  the  face  of  his  liego  lord,  our  severed   the  duchy  of  Lancaster   from   the 

gracious  sovereign ;  and  a$aodating  with  a  par-  crown  ;  and  in  that  line  things  continued  until 

eel  of  lawyers  as  factious  as  himself,  to  the  the  subversion  of  the  monarchy,  when  princi- 

dcfltruction  of  all  law  and  order,  and  in  oom-  palities  and  powers  fell  along  with  the  throne. 

unttees  leading  directly  to  rebellion — presumed  The   duchy  of  Lancaster  must  have   been 

to  go  to  law  with  the  king.    The  object  is  extinguished,  if  Cromwell,  who  began  to  form 

neither  your  business,  nor  mine.    Which  of  ideas  of  aggrandizing  his  house,  and  raising 

the  parties  got  the  better,  I  really  forget.    I  the  several  branches  of  it,  had  not  caused  the 

think  it  wls  (as  it  ought  to  be)  the  king.    The  duchy  to  be  again  separated  from  the  com- 

vaterial  point  is,  that  the  suit  cost  about  fi^  monwealth,  by  an  act  of  the  parliament  of 

teen  thousand  pounds.    But  as  the  duke  of  those  times. 

Lancaster  is  but  a  sort  of  duke  Humphrey^  and  What  partiality,  what  objects  of  the  politicfl 

ilot  worth  a  groat,  our  sovereign  was  obliged  of  the  house  of  liancaster,  or  of  Cromwell, 

to  pay  the  costs  of  both.    Indeed  this  art  of  has  his  present  majesty,   or  his  majesty's 

converting  a  great  monarch  into  a  little  prince,  family  ?    What  power  have  they  within  any 

this  royal  masquerading,  is  a  very  dangerous  of    these    principalities,    which    they    have 

cad  expensive  amusement ;  and  one  of  the  not  within  their  kingdom  ?    In  what  manner 

king's   menui  pUdstrSf   which  ought   to   be  is  the  dignity  of  the  nobility  concerned  in 

rcfcnaed.    This  diKhy,  which  is  not  worth  those  principalities?    What  rights  have  Cht 
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■ubjects  there,  which  they  have  not  at  least  Sir,  the  house  will  now  see  whether,  at 

eqtally  in  every  other  part  of  the  nation?  praying  for  judgment  a^^ainst  the  minor  princi* 

These  distinctions  exist  for  no  good  end  to  the  palities,  I  do  not  act  in  conformity  to  the  law* 

king,  to  the  nobility,  or  to  the  people.    They  that  I  had  laid  to  mys<^,  of  getting  rid  dertry 

ought  not   to  exist   at  all.     If  the   crown  jurisdiction  more  subservient  to  oppression  and 

(contrary  to  its  nature,  but  most  conformably  expense,  than  to  any  end  of  justice  or  honest 

to  the  whole  tenour  of  the  advice  that  has  been  policy ;   of  abolishing  offices  more  expenstw 

lately  given)  should  so  far  forget  its  dignity,  than  useful ;  of  combining  duties  improperly 

as  to  contend,  that  these  jurisdictions  and  reve-  separated;  of  changing  revenues  more  vea^ 

nues  are  estates  of  private  property,  I  am  rather  tious  than  productive,  into  ready  mooey ;  «f 

for  acting  as  if  that  groundless  claim  were  of  suppressing  offices  which  stand  in  the  way  of 

some  weight,  than  for  giving  up  that  essential  OBConomy ;  and  of  cutting  off  lurking  sidMMtd^ 

part  of  the  reform.    I  would  value  the  clear  in-  nate  treasuries.    Dispute  the  nlea ;  cootroveit 

come,  and  give  a  cloar  annuity  to  the  crown,  the  application ;  or  give  your  hands  to  this  Mp 

taken  on  a  medium  produce  for  twenty  years,  lutary  measure. 

If  the  crown  has  any  favourite  name  or  title,  Most  of  the  same  rules  will  be  found  appli* 

if  the  subject  has  any  matter  of  local  accom-  cable  to  my  second  object— ^  bonded  estate  qf 

modation  within  any  of  these  jurisdictions,  it  the  croum,    A  landed  estate  is  certainly  tlit 

is  meant  to  preserve  them ;  and  to  improve  very  worst  which  the  crown  can  possess.    AH 

them,  if  any  improvement  can  be  suggested,  minute  and  dispersed  posseraions,  posseasioiN 

As  to  the  crown,  reversions  or  titles  upon  the  that  are  oflen  of  indeterminate  vahie,   and 

property  of  the  people  there,  it  is  proposed  to  which  require  a  continued  personal  attendance, 

convert  them  from  a  snare  to  their  indepen-  are  ofa  nature  more  proper  for  private  managa* 

dence,  into  a  relief  fh>m  their  burthens.    I  raent,  than  public  administration.    They  are 

propose,  therefore,  to  unite  all  the  five  princi-  fitter  for  the  care  of  a  frugal  land  steward,  thaa 

palities  to  the  croMm,  and  to  its  ordinary  juris-  of  an  (^ce  in  the  state.    Whatever  they  may 

diction, — toaholish  ail  those  offices  that  produce  possibly  have  been  in  other  times,  or  in  other 

an  useless  and  chargeable  separation  from  the  countries,  they  are  not  of  magnitude  eaaa^ 

body  of  the  people, — to  compensate  those  who  with  us,  to  occupy  a  public  department,  nor  to 

do  not  hold  their  offices  (if  any  such  there  are)  provide  for  a  public  object.     They  are  already 

at  the  pleasure  of  the  crown, — ^to  extinguish  given  up  to  parliament,  and  the  gifl  is  not  of 

vexatious  titles  by  an  act  of  short  limitation,—  great  value.    Common  prudence  dictates  even 

to  sell  those  unprofitable  estates  which  support  in  the  management  of  private  affairs,  that  all 

useless  jurisdictions,  and  to  turn  the  tenant-  dispersed  and  chargeable  estates  should  be  va- 

right  into  a  fee,  on  such  moderate  terms  as  crificcd  to  the  relief  of  estates  more  cooipacC 

will  better  for  the  state  than  its  present  right,  and  better  circumstanced, 

and  which  it  is  impossible  for  any  rational  If  it  be  objected,  that  these  lands  at  praaeot 

tenant  to  refuse.  would  sell  at  a  low  market ;  this  is  answered, 

As  to  the  duchies,  their  judicial  oeconoray  by  shewing  that  money  is  at  a  high  price.    The 

may  be  provided  for  without  charge.     They  one  balances  the  other.    Lands  sell  at  the 


have  only  to  fall  of  course  into  the  common  rent  rate,  and  nothing  can  sell  for  more.    But 

county  administration.    A  commission  more  be  the  price  what  it  may,  a  great  object  ia  al> 

or  less  made  or  omitted,  settles  the  matter  fully,  ways   answered,  whenever  any   property  it 

As  to  Wales  it  has  been  proposed  to  add  a  transferred  from  hands  that  are  not  fit  for  that 

judge  to  the  several  courts  of  W^tminster-  property,  to  those  that  are.    The  buyer  and 

hall ;  and  it  has  been  considered  as  an  im-  seller  must  mutually  profit  by  such  a  iMargain; 

orovemcnt  in  itself.    For  my  part,  I  cannot  and,  what  rarely  happens  in  matters  of  revenue, 

pretend  to  speak  upon  it  with  clearness  or  with  the  relief  of  the  subject  will  go  hand  in  hand 

decision ;  but  certainly  this  arrangement  would  with  the  profit  of  the  exchequer, 

be  more  than  sufficient  for  Wales.    My  origi-  As  to  the  forest  lands,  in  which  the  crown 

nal  thought  was  to  suppress  five  of  the  eight  has  (where  they  are  not  granted  or  preecrip- 

judges  ;  and  to  leave  the  chief  justice  of  Ches-  tively  heU)  the  dominion  of  the  toil,  and  the 

ter,  with  tlie  two  senior  judges  ;  and,  to  facili-  vert  and  vcnuon ;  that  is  to  say,  the  timber  and 

tate  the  business,  to  throw  the  twelve  counties  the  game,  and  in  which  the  people  have  a  va- 

inlo  six  districts,  holding  the  scssi(HU  alter-  riety  of  rights,  in  common  of  herbage,   and 

natdy  in  the  counties  of  which  each  district  shall  other  commons,  according  to  the  usage  of  tlie 

be  composed.    But  on  this  I  shall  be  more  several  forests ; — I  propose?  to  have  thoee  r^|^>lf 

dear,  when  I  come  to  the  particular  bill.  of  the  crown  valued  af  Ujunerial  righti  «• 
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taloed  on  an  inclosure ;  and  a  defined  portion  touched   in  its  emoluments ;   hey  are  youn 

of  land  to  be  given  for  tbera ;  which  land  is  to  by  law ;  and  they  are  but  a  moderate  part  of 

be  aoU  (or  the  public  benefit.  the  compensation  which  is  given  to  you  for 

As  to  the  timber,  I  propose  a  survey  of  the  the  ability  with  which  you  execute  an  office  of 

whole.    What  is  useless  for  the  naval  purposes  quite  another  sort  of  importance;   it  is  iar 

of  tile  kingdom,  I  would  condemn,  and  dispose  from   over-paying  your  diligence ;  or   more 

of  for  the  security  of  what  may  be  useful;  and  than  sufficient  for  sustaining  the  high  rank 

to  inclose  such  other  parts  as  may  be  most  fit  you  stand  in,  as  the  first  gentleman  of  Eng^ 

lo  furnish  a  perpetual  supply ;  wholly  extin*  land.    As  to  the  duties  of  your  chief  justico- 

goishing  for  a  very  obvious  reason,  all  right  of  ship,  they  are  very  difilerent  fi-om  those  fa 

■aiaiii  in  those  parts.  which  you  have  received  the  office.     Youi 

Tho  forest  rigfUa  which  extend  over  the  dignity  is  too  high  for  a  jurisdiction  over  wik 

Iwb  and  possessions  of  others,  being  of  no  beasts;  and  your  learning  and  talents  too  valu 

pro6t  to  the  crown,  and  a  grievance,  as  far  as  it  able  to  be  wasted  as  chidf  justice  of  a  desert, 

goea,  to  the  subject ;  these  T  propose  to  cxtin-  I  cannot  reconcile  it  to  myself,  that  you.  Sir. 

ginh  without  charge  to  the  proprietors.    The  should  be  stuck  up  as  an  useless  piece  <A 

•ereral  commons  are  to  be  allotted  and  com-  antiquity. 

penaated  for,  upon  ideas  which  I  shall  here-        I  have  now  disposed   of  tho  unprofitaUs 

after  explain.    They  are  nearly  the  same  with  landed  estates  of  the  cro>vn,  and  thrown  then 

the  principles  upon  which  you  have  acted  in  into  the  mass  of  private  property  ;  by  whidi 

private  inclosures.    I  shall  never  quit  prece-  they  will  come,  through  the  course  of  circu- 

deoti  where  I  find  them   applicable.     For  lation,  and  through  the  political  secretions  of 

dUM  regulations  and  compensations,  and  for  the  state,  into  our  better  understood  and  better 

9nrj  other  part  of  the  detail,  you  will  be  so  ordered  revenues, 
indidgent  as  to  give  me  credit  for  the  present.         I  come  next  to  the  great  supreme  body  oc 

The  revenue  to  be  obtained  from  the  sale  the  civil  government  itself.    I  approach  it  with 

of  the  forest  lands  and  rights,  will  not  be  so  that  awe  and  reverence  with  which  a  young 

connderable,  I  believe,  as  many  people  have  physician  approaches  to  the  cure  of  the  dia- 

iaagined ;  and  I  conceive  it  would  be  unwise  orders  of  his  parent.     Disorders,  Sir,   and 

to  screw  it  up  to  the  utmost,  or  even  to  sufier  infirmities,  there  are — such  disorders,  that  all 

bidders  to  inhance,  according  to  their  eager-  attempts  towards  mctltod,  prudence,  and  fro- 

oess,  the  purchase  of  objects,  wherein  the  ex-  gality,  will  be  perfectly  vain,  whilst  a  system 

penae  of  Uiat  purchase  may  weaken  the  capi-  of  confiiiion  remains,  which  is  not  only  alien, 

tal  to  be  employed  in  their  cultivaticni.    This,  but  adverse  to  all  cDConomy ;  a  system,  which 

lam  well  aware,  might  give  room  for  partiality  is  not  only  prodigal  in  its  very  essence,  but 

in  the  disposal.    In  ray  opinion  it  woukl  bb  the  causes  every  thing  else  which  belongs  to  it  to 

lener  evil  of  the  two.    But  I  really  conceive,  be  prodigally  conducted. 
that  a  rule  of  fair  preference  might  bo  esta-         It  is  impossible,  Sir,  for  any  person  to  be  an 

blished,which  would  take  away  all  sort  of  unjust  ooconomist  where  no  order  in    payments  is 

•nd  corrupt  partiality.    The  principal  revenue  established ;  it  is  impossible  for  a  man  to  be 

whidi  I  propose  to  draw  from  these  unculti-  an  coconomist,  who  is  not  able  to  take  a  com- 

vmted  wastes,  is  to  spring  from  the  improve-  parative  view  of  his  moans,  and  of  his  es- 

BMBl  and  population  of  the  kingdom ;   which  pcnses,  for  the  year  which  lies  before  him ;  it 

never  can  happen,  without  producing  an  im-  is  impossible  for  a  man  to  be  an  oeconomist, 

provenent  more  advantageous  to  the  revenues  under  whom  various  officers  in  their  several 

of  the  crown,  than  the  rents  of  the  best  landed  departments  may  spend  ,^vcn  just  what  they 

Mimte  which  it  can  hold.    I  believe.  Sir,  it  please, — and  often  with  an  emulation  of  es- 

wiD  hardly  be  necessary  for  me  to  add,  that  in  pcnse,  as  contributing*  to  tho  importance,  if 

us  aale  I  naturally  except  all  the  houses,  gar-  not  profit,  of  their  several  departments.    Thua 

I,  and  parks,  belonging  to  the  crown,  and  much  is  certain ;  that  neither  the  present,  nor 

one  forest  as  shall  be  chosen  by  his  ma-  any  other  first  lord  of  tho  treasury,  has  be«*.' 

jesty,  as  best  accommodated  to  his  pleasures,  ever  able  to  take  a  survey,  or  to  moke  even  a 

By  means  of  this  part  of  the  reform,  will  tolerable  guess,  of  the  expenses  of  govemm«it 

611  the  expensive  office  of  surveyor  genenij  for  any  one  year ;  so  as  to  enable  him  with  tho 

with  all  the  influence  that  attends  it.    By  this  least  degree  of  certainty,  or  even  probability,  to 

wiU  foil  two  ek^fjualice»  in  Eyre,  with  all  their  bring  his  affairs  within  compass.    Whatever 

train  of  dependents.    You  need  be  under  no  scheme  may  be  formed  upon  them,  must  be 

apprehension,  Sir.  that  your  office  is  to  be  made  on  a  calculation  xif  chances.    As  thin|Bi 
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arc  circumstanced,  i\\e  first  lord  of  the  treasury  the  times,  has  been  Increased.    Royalty  itaatf 

cannot  make  an  esiiniate.    I  am  sure  I  serve  has  insensibly  followed ;  and  the  royal  hoiHi»> 

the  king,  and  I  am  sure  I  assist  adrainistra*  hold  has  been  carried  away  by  the  resistlem 

tion,  by  putting  ccconomy  at  least   in  their  tide  of  manners :  but  with  this  very  material 

power.     We  must  elcua  serwxM;  we  must  (as  difference; — private  men  liave  got  rid  of  ihA 

far  as  their  nature  admits)  apprvpriate  funds  ;  establishments  along  with  the  reasons  of  them  ; 

or  every  thing,  however   reformed,  will  fall  whereas  the  royal  household  has  lost  all  thai 

again  into  the  old  confusion.  was  stately  and  venerable  in  the  antique  man* 

Coming  upon  this  ground  of  the  civil  list,  ncrs,    without  retrenching   any   thing  of  tfaa 

the  first  thing  in  dignity  and  charge  tiiat  at-  cumbrous  charge  of  a  Gothic  establishmeoL 

tracts  our  notice,  is  the  royal  hotaefudd.    This  It   is  shrunk  into  the  polished  littleness  of 

establishment,  in  my  opinion,  is  exceedin^y  modem  elegance  and  personal  acconunodattoa  ; 

abusive  in  its  constitution.    It  is  formed  upon  it  has  evaporated  from  the  gross  concrete,  into 

manners  and  customs  that  have  long  since  ex-  an   essence   and  rectified  spirit  of  expense^ 

pired.    In  the  first  place,  it  is  formed,  in  many  where  you  have  tuns  of  ancient  pomp  in  a  vi&t 

respects,  upon  feudal  prindpleM.    In  the  feudal  of  modem  luxury. 

times,  it  was  not  uncommon,  even  among  sub-  But  when  the  reason  of  old  establishmeDti 

jects,  for  the  lowest  offices  to  be  held  by  con-  is  gone,  it  is  absurd  to  preserve  nothing  but  the 

siderable  persons ;  persons  as  unfit  by  their  burthen  of  them.    This  is  superstitiously  io 

incapacity,   as  improper  fi'om  their  rank,  to  embalm  a  carcass  not  worth  an  ounce  of  tbm 

occupy  such  employments.    They  were  hekl  gums  that  arc  used  to  preserve  it.    It  i«  to  burq 

by  patent,  sometimes  for  life,  and  sometimes  precious  oils  in  the  tomb ;  it  is  to  ofler  meat 

by  inheritance.    If  my  memory  does  not  de-  and  drink  to  tlie  dead, — not  so  much  an  honour 

ceive  mc,  a  p>erson  of  no  slight  consideration  to  (he  deceased,  as  a  disgrace  to  the  survivora. 

held  the  office  of  patent  hereditary  cook  to  an  Our  palaces  are  vast  inhospitable  halls.  There 

earl  of  Warwick — The  earl  of  Warwick's  the  bleak  winds,  there  "  Boreas,  and  Eurut, 

soups,  I  fear,  were  not  the  better  fur  the  dig-  and    Caums,  and  Argcstes  loud,"   howling 

nity  of  his  kitclien.    I  think  it  was  an  earl  of  through  (lie  vacant  lobbies,  and  clattering  the 

Gloucester,  who  officiated  as  steward  of  the  doors  of  deserted  guard-rooms,  appal  the  ima* 

household  to  the  archbishops  of  Canterbury,  gination,  and  conjure  up  the  grim  spectres  of 

Instances  of  the  same  kind  may  in  some  de-  departed  tyrants — the  Saxon,  the   Norman, 

grco  be  found  in  the  Northumberland  house-  and  the  Dane ;  the  stem  Edwards  and  fierce 

book,  and  other  family  records.      There  was  Henries — who  stalk  from  desolation  to  desola- 

some  reason  in  ancient  necessities,  for  these  tion,  through  the  dreary  vacuity,  and  melan- 

ancient  customs.     Protection  was   wanted  ;  choly  succession  of  chill  and  comfortless  cham- 

and  the  domestic  tie,  though  not  the  highest,  bers.    When  this  tumult  subsides,  a  dead,  and 

was  the  closest.  still  more  frightful  silence  would  reign  in  this 

The  king's  household  has  not  only  several  desert,  if  every  now  and  then  the  tacking  of 

strong  traces  ofthia/eudalify,  but  it  is  formcc  hammers  did  not  annoimce,  that  those  ooo- 

also  upon  the  principles  of  a.  boily  coyorcUe ;  stant  attendants   upon  all  courts  in  all  agrs, 

it  has  its  own  magistrates,  courts,  and  by-laws.  Jobs,  were  still  alive  ;  for  whose  sake  alone  it 

This  might  be  necessary   in   the   ancient  is,  that  any  trace  of  ancient  grandeur  is  su(> 

times,  in  order  to  have  a  government  within  fered  to  remain.      These  palaces  are  a  trae 

itself,  capable  of  regulat^^ig  the  vast  and  oflen  emblem  of  some  governments  ;  the  inhabitants 

unruly  muhitudo  which  composed  and  attended  are  decayed,  but  the  goverooars  and  magi8> 

it.     This  was  the  origin  of  the  ancient  court  trates  still  flourish.    They  put  me  in  mind  oC 

called  tlic  Orcen  Cloth— composed  of  the  mar-  Old  Sarum^  where  the  representatives,  more 

slial,  treasurer,  and  other  great  officers  of  the  in  number  than  the  corutituents,  only  serve  Io 

household,  with  certain  clerks.    The  rich  sub-  inform  us,  that  this  was  once  a  place  of  trade, 

jects  of  the  kingdom,  who  had  formerly  the  and  sounding  with  "  the  busy  hum  of  men,** 

same  establishments  (only  on  a  reduced  scale)  though  now  you  can  only  trace  the  streets  by 

have  since  altered  their  (economy ;  and  turned  the  colour  of  the  com ;  and  its  sole  manufaiy 

the  course  of  their  expense  from  the  mainto-  turo  is  in  members  of  parliament, 

nance  ofvastcstaMishments  within  their  walls,  These  old  establishments  were  formed  aUi 

to  the  employnatit  of  a  great  variety  of  inde-  on  a  third  principle,  still  more  adverse  to  the 

pendent  trades   abroad.     Their  influence  is  living  osconomy  of  the  age.   They  were  formed, 

lessened  ;  but  a  mode  of  accommodation,  and  Sir,  on  the  principle  of  purveyance,  and  reee^ 

a  stylo  of  splendour,  suited  to  the  manners  of  in  kind.    In  former  da}'s,  when  the  househckl 
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vast,  and  the  supply  scanty  and  preca  into  the  service  of  any  prince,  with  more  clear 

sious,  the  royal  purveyors,  sallying  forth  from  integrity,  or  with  more  zeal  and  affection  fur 

under  the  Gothic  portcullis,  to  purchase  pro-  the  interest  of  his  master ;  and  I  must  add, 

visioo  with  power  and  prerogative,  instead  of  with  abilities  (or  a  still  higher  service.    CEco- 

OKNiey,  brought  home  tlie  plunder  of  a  hundred  nomy  was  then  announced  as  a  maxim  of  the 

markets,  and  all  that  could  bo  seized  from  a  reign.    This  noble  lord,  therefore,  made  scve- 

flying  and  hiding  country,  and  deposited  tiieir  ral  attempts  towards  a  reform.    In  the  year 

ipoil  in  a  hundred   caverns,   with   each   its  1777,  when  the  king's  civil  list  debts  camo  last 

beeper.     There,  every  commodity,  received  in  to  be  paid,  he  explained  very  fully  the  success  of 

its  rawest  condition,  went  through  all  the  pro-  his  undertaking.    He  told  the  house  of  lords, 

eess  which  fitted  it  for  use.    This  inconve-  that  he  had  attempted  to  reduce  the  charges  of 

ueDt  receipt  produced   an  oeconomy   suited  the  king's  tables,  and  his  kitchen. — The  thing, 

only  to  itself.     It  multiplied  offices  beyond  all  Sir,  was  not  below  him.    He  knew  that  there  is 

measure;  buttery,  pantry,  and  all  that  rabUe  nothing  interesting  in  the  concerns  of  men, 

of  places,    which,   though   profitable   to  the  whom  we  love  and  honour,  tliat  is  beneath  our 

kokiera,  and  expensive  to  the  state,  arc  aknost  attention. — "  Love,'*  says  one  of  our  old  poets, 

too  mean  to  mention.  **  esteems  no  office  mean  ;"  and  with  still  more 

AD  this  might  be,  and  I  believe  was,  neces*  spirit,  "  entire  affection  scometh  nicer  hands." 

mrj  at  first ;  for  it  is  remarkable,  that  purvey'  Frugality,  Sir,  is  founded  on  the  principle,  that 

tmee,  afier  its  regulation  had  been  the  subject  all  riches  have  limits.     A  royal   household, 

of  a  long  line  of  statutes  (not  fewer,  I  think,  grown  enormous,  even  in  the  meanest  depart- 

than   twenty-six)  was  wholly  taken  away  by  mcnts,  may  weaken  and  perhaps  destroy  all 

the  twelfth  of  Charles  the  Second ;  yet  in  the  energy  in  the  highest  offices  of  the  state.    The 

Oext  year  of  the  same  reign,  it  was  found  gorging  a  royal  kitchen  may  stint  and  famish 

aecMsary  to  revive  it  by  a  special  act  of  fwuv  the  negotiations  of  a  kingdom.    Therefore  the 

iiament,   for  the  sake  of  the  king's  journies.  object  was  worthy  of  his,  was  wortliy  of  any 

This,  Sir,  is  curious ;  and  what  would  hardly  man's  attention. 

hm  expected  in  so  reduced  a  court  as  tliat  of  In  consequence  of  tliis  noble  lord's  rcsolu- 

Oharles  the  Second,  and  so  improved  a  country  tion,  (as  ho  told  the  other  house)  ho  reduced 

%s  England  might  then  be  thought.    But  so  it  several  tables,  and  put  the  persons  entitled  to 

Was.      In  our  time,  one  well-filled  and  well  them  uj>on  board  wages,  much  to  their  own 

^acyvered  stage-coach  requires  more  accommo-  satisfaction.    But  unluckily,  subycqueut  duties 

«lation  than  a  royal  progress  ;  and  every  di^  requiring  constant  attendance,  it  was  not  possi- 

^ict,  at  an  hour's  warning,  can  supply  an  army,  ble  to  prevent  their  being  fed  where  they  were 

I  do  not  say,  Sir.  that  all  these  establish-  employed — and  thus  this  first  step  towards 

Patents,    whose  principle  is  gone,  have    been  oeconomy  doubled  the  expense. 

Systematically  kept  up  for  influence   solely:  There  was  anotlicr  dbaster  far  more  dolefut 

Kieglect  had  its  share.     But  this  I  am  sure  of,  than  tliis.    I  shall  state  it,  as  the  cause  of  that 

mh»l  a  consideration  of  influence  has  hindered  misfortune  lies  at  the  bottom  of  almost  all  our 

mnj  one  from  attempting  to  pull  them  down,  prodigality.    I^ord  Talbot  attempted  to  reform 

Wor  the  purposes  of^  influence,  and  for  those  the  kitchen ;  but  such,  as  he  well  observed,  is 

KMirpoee^i  only,  are  retained  half  at  least  of  the  the  consequence  of  having  duty  done  by  one 

Kousehold    establishments.    No  revenue,  no,  person,  whilst  another  enjoys  the  emoluments, 

tiot  a  royal  revenue,  can  exist  under  the  ao-  that  ho  found  himself  frustrated  in  all  his  de- 

cmnulated  charge  of  ancient   establishment,  signs.    On  that  rock  his  whole  adventure  split 

modem   luxury,  and  parliamentary    political  — His  whole  scheme  of  ot^onomy  was  dashed 

oomiption.  to  pieces  ;  his  department  became  more  expen 

If  therefore  wo  aim  at  regulating  this  house-  sjve  than  ever ; — the  civil  list  debt  accumulated 

hoid,  the  question  wiU  be,  whether  we  ought  to  — Why  ?    It  was  truly  from  a  cause,  which, 

OBoooomixe  by  ddaU,  or  by  piinciple  ?      The  though  perfectly  adequate  to  the  effect,  one 

example  we  have  had  of  the  succ/'ss  of  an  at-  would  not  have  instantly  guessed ; — It  was  be* 

tempt   to   oBConoraize    by   delai'    and   under  cause  the  furrurptf  in  t^^'n^'«  A  ^te^mu  a  mem* 

establishments  adverse  to  Uie  attempt,  may  fc^r  of  parliament*     The  king's  domestic  ser- 

tend  to  decide  this  question.  vants  were  all  undone ;  his  tradesmen  remained 

At  the  beginning  of  his  majesty's  reign.  Lord 

Talbot  came  to  tlie  administration  of  a  great  ,  y|jg  Lonl  Talbot's  speech  in  Almon's  Par 

department  in  the  household.      I  behove  no  jjameiiiary  Register,  vol  vii.  p.  79,  of  ihe  pro 

man  ever  entered  into  his  majesty's  service,  or  ceedings  of^he  lords. 
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unpaid,  and  becamu   bankrupt— 6eeau«   lAe  the  highest  to  the  lowest  objects ;  all 

tunupit  qf  the  kiiig^s  kitchen  xvoi  a  mewber  of  tions  are  got  so  much  into  system,  that  we  majf 

pmUJament.    His  majesty's  slumbers  were  in-  at  a  moment's  warning,  and  to  a  ferthing  vakie^ 

terrupted,  his  pillow  was  stuffed  with  thorns,  be  informed  at  what  rate  any  service  may  Im 

and  his  peace  of  mind  entirely  broken — 6ecau«e  supplied.    No  dealing  is  exempt  from  the 

ike  Idng^M  tunupit  vxu  a  member  of  parliament,  sibility  o(  fraud.    But  by  a  contract  on  a 

The  judges  were  unpaid ;   the  justice  of  the  ter  certain,  you  have  this  advantage — joo 

kingdom  bent  and  gave  way ;  the  foreign  minis-  sure  to  know  the  utmost  extent  of  tha  fraud  to 

ters  remained  inactive  and  unprovided ;  the  which  you  are  subject.    By  a  contract  with  ft 

system  of  Europe  was  dissolved ;  the  chain  of  person  in  hit  own  tradey  you  are  sure  yoo  dbil 

our  alliances  was  broken ;  all  the  wheels  of  go-  not  suffer  by  want  ofekill.    By  a  thort  contmot 

vemment  at  home  and  abroad  were  stopped^  you  are  sure  of  making  it  the  interest  of  4m 

beeau»e  the  kingU  tumapit  teas  a  member  qf  contractor  to  exert  that  skill  for  the  satis&ctMMi 

pariiament.  of  his  employers. 

Such»  Sir,  was  the  situation  of  affairs,  and  I  mean  to  derogate  nothing  from  the  diligep^ 

such  the  cause  of  that  situation,  when  his  ma-  or  integrity  of  the  present,  or  of  any  frii  iiMf 

jesty  came  a  second  time  to  parliament,  to  board  of  green  cloth.  By  what  skill  can  membwt 

desire  the  payment  of  those  debts  which  the  of  parliament  obtain  that  low  kind  of  provtoetf 

employment  of  its  members  in  various  offices,  What  pleasure  can  they  have  in  the  executioB 

visible  and  invisible,  had  occasioned.    I  believe  of  that  kind  of  duty  ?    And  if  they  shouki  iMf> 

that  a  like  fate  will  attend  every  attempt  at  lect  it,  how  docs  it  affect  their  interest,  WMB 

(Bconomy  by  detail,  under  similar  circum-  we  know  that  it  is  their  vote  in  parliament,  and 

stances,  and  in  every  department.    A  complex  not  their  diligence  in  cookery  or  catering,  tlMtf 

operose  office  of  account  and  controul,  is,  in  recommends  them  to  their  office,  or 

itself,  and  even  if  members  of  parliament  had  them  in  it. 

nothing  to  do  with  it,  the  most  prodigal  of  all  I  therefore  propose,  that  the  king's 

things.    The  most  audacious  robberies,  or  the  (to  whatever  number  of  tables,  or  coven  to 

most  subtle  frauds,  wouki  never  venture  upon  each,  he  shall  think  proper  to  command)  shoold 

such  a  waste,  as  an  over-careful,  detailed  guard  be  classed  by  the  steward  of  the  househokl,  ud 

against  them  will  infallibly  produce.     In  our  should  be  contracted  for,  according  to  tbdr 

establishments,  we  frequently  see  an  office  of  rank,  by  the  head  or  cover ; — that  the  estimate 

Lccount,  of  an  hundred  pounds  a  year  expense,  and  circumstance  of  the  contract  shouki  be  car* 

and  another  office  of  an  equal  expense,  to  con-  ried  to  the  treasury  to  be  approved ;  and  that 

troul  that  office,  and  the  whole  upon  a  matter  its  faithful  and  satisfactory  performance  shoud 

that  is  not  worth  twenty  sliiltings.  be  reported  there  previous  to  any  paymeal 

To  avoid,  tlicrefore,  this  minute  care  which  that  there,  and  there  only,  should  the  paymen 

produces  the  consequences  of  the  most  exten-  be  made.    I  propose,  that  men  shouki  be  ca» 

sive  neglect,  and  to  oblige  members  of  parlia-  tracted  with  only  in  their  proper  trade ;  and 

ment  to  attend  to  public  cares,  and  not  to  the  that  no  member  dC  parliament  shouki  be  mpa 

servile  offices  of  domestic  management,  I  pro-  ble  of  such  contract.    By  this  plan,  almost  aU 

pose,  Sir,  to  oteonomize  by  prineipU^  that  is,  I  the  infinite  offices  under  the  lord  steward  temj 

propose  to  put  affairs  into  that  train  which  ex-  be  spared ;  to  the  extreme  simplificatioa,  aad 

perience  points  out  as  the  most  effectual,  from  to  the  far  better  execution  of  every  one  of  his 

the  nature  of  things,  and  from  the  constitution  functions.    The  king  of  Prussia  is  so  serred. 

uf  the  human  mind.     In  all  dealings  where  it  is  He  is  a  great  and  eminent  (though  indeed  a 

possible,  the  principles  of  radical  coconomy  very  rare)  instance  of  the  possibility  of  imitiliir 

prescribe  three  things ;  first,  undertaking  by  the  in  a  mind  of  vigour  and  compass,  an  attentkn 

great ;  secondly,  engaging  with  persons  of  skill  tc  minute  objects,  with  the  largest  views,  and 

in  tlie  subject  matter ;  thirdly,  engaging  with  the  most  complicated  plans.    His  tables  arc 

those  who  shall  have  an  immediate  and  direct  served  by  contract,  and  by  the  head.    Let  mt 

interest  in  the  proper  execution  of  the  business,  say,  that  no  prince  can  be  ashamed  to  imitate 

To  avoid  frittering  and  crumbling  down  the  the  king  of  Prussia ;  and  particularly  to  lean 

attention  by  a  blind  unsystematic  observance  in  his  school,  when  the  problem  is — **  ThebssI 

of  every  trifle,  it  has  ever  been  found  the  best  manner  of  reconciling  the  state  of  a  court  widi 

way  to  do  all  things  which  arc  great  in  the  total  the  support  of  war  ?"    Other  courts,  I  under- 

amount,  and  minute  in  the  component  parts,  stand,  have  followed  him  with  effect,  and  tf> 

by  a  general  contract.    The  principles  of  trade  their  satis&ction. 

have  so  pervaded  every  species  of  dealing,  from  The  same  clue  of  principle  leads  vs  ihnwf  k 
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the  labyrinth  of  the  other  departments.    What,  ingham-house  was  reprised  by  a  bargain  with 
Bir,  is  there  in  the  oflSce  of  the  great  wardrobe  the  public  for  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  ;— 
*  (which  has  the  care  of  the  king's  furniture)  and  the  small  house  at  Windsor  has  been,  if 
that  may  not  be  ezecited  by  the  utrd  chamber"  I  mistake  not,  undertaken  since  that  account 
Imn  mmaelf?    He  has  an  honourable  appoint-  was  brought  b^ore  us.    The  good  works  of 
ment ;  he  has  time  sufficient  to  attend  to  the  that  board  of  works,  are  as  carefully  concealed 
duty ;  and  he  ha^  the  vice  chamberlain  to  as-  as  other  good  works  ought  to  be ;  they  are  per* 
•ist  him.     Why  shouM  not  he  deal  also  by  fectly  invisible.    But  though  it  is  the  periec- 
eontract,  for  all  things  belonging  to  this  office,  tion  of  charity  to  be  concealed,  it  is.  Sir,  the 
■od  carry  his  estimates  first,  and  his  report  of  property  and  glory  of  magnificence,  to  appear 
the  execution  in  its  proper  time,  for  payment,  and  stand  forward  to  the  eye. 
diractiy  to  the  board  of  treasury  itself?    By  a  That  board,  which  ought  to  be  a  concern  cf 
limple  operation  (containing  in  it  a  treble  con-  builders,  and  such  like,  and  of  none  else,  is 
trool)  the  expenses  of  a  department,  which  for  turned  into  a  junto  of  members  of  parliament, 
naked  walls,  or  walls  hung  with  cobwebs,  has  That  office  too  has  a  treaaury,  and  a  paymas- 
in  a  few  years  cost  the  crown  \6O,00OL  may  ter  of  its  own ;  and  lest  the  arduous  afiairs  of 
ftt  length  hope  for  regulation.    But,  Sir,  the  that  important  exchequer  should  be  too  fati- 
office  and  its  business  are  at  variance.    As  it  guiug,  that  paymaster  has  a  deputy  to  partake 
stands,  it  serves  not  to  furnish  the  palace  with  his  profits,  and  relieve  his  cares.    I  do  not  be- 
lts hangings,  but  the  parliament  with  its  de-  liev?,  that  cither  now  or  in  former  times,  the 
pendent  members.  chief  managers  of  that  board  have  made  any 
To  what  end.  Sir,  does  the  office  of  remo-  profit  of  its  abuse.    It  is,  however,  no  good 
nng  toardrobe  serve  at  all  ?     Why  shoukl  a  reason  that  an  abusive  establishment  slKHiki 
Jewel  office  exist  for  the  sde  purpose  of  taxing  .subsist,  because  it  is  of  as  little  private  as  of 
the  king's  gifts  of  plate?    Its  object  falls  natu-  public  advantage.    But  this  establishment  has 
rally  within  the  ^hamherlaiiCe  province ;  and  the  grand  radical  fault,  the  original  sin,  that 
oo^t  to  be  under  his  care  and  inspection  pervades  and  oerverts  all  our  estaJt>IiBhments ; — 
without  any  fee.     Why  should  an  office  of  the  the  apparatus  is  not  fitted  to  the  object,  nor  the 
ro6et  exist,  when  that  of  groom  <{/*  the  stole  workmen  to  the  work.    Expenses  are  incurred 
is  a  sinecure,  and  that  this  is  a  proper  object  on  the  private  opinion  of  an  inferiour  esta- 
of  his  department?  blishment,  without  consulting   the  principal; 
AH  these  incumbrances,  which  are  them-  who  can  alone  determine  the  prt^ortion  which 
selves  nuisances,  produce  other  iucumbrances,  it  ought  to  bear  to  the  other  establishments 
and  other  nuisances.     For  the  payment  of  of  the  state,  in  the  order  of  their  relative  im- 
ibese  useless  establishments,  there  are  no  less  portance. 

than  three  usdeu  treamrers ;  two  to  hold  a  I  propose,  therefore,  along  with  the  rest,  to 

purse,  and  one  to  play  with  a  stick.    The  pull  down  this  whole  ill-contrived  scafiblding, 

treasurer  of  the  household  is  a  mere  name,  which  obstructs,  rather  than  forwards  our  pub^ 

The  coflferer  and  the  treasurer  of  the  chamber  lie  works ;  to  take  away  its  treasury ;  to  put 

receive  and  pay  great  sums,  which  it  is  not  the  whole  into  the  hands  of  a  real  builder,  who 

at  all  necessary  they  should  either  receive  or  shall  not  be  a  member  of  parliament;  aiid  to 

pay.     All  the  proper  officers,  servants,  and  oblige  him,  by  a  previous  estimate  and  final 

tradesmen,  may  be  enrolled  in  their  several  payment,  to  appear  twice   at    the  treasury 

departments,  and  paid  in  proper  classes  and  before  the  public  can  be  loaded.    The  king's 

times  with  great  simplicity  and  order,  at  the  gardens  are  to  come  under  a  similar  regulation, 

exchequer,  and  by  direction  from  the  treasury.  The  mtTii,  though  not  a  department  of  the 

The  board  of  workSf  which  in  the  seven  years  househoU,  has  the  same  vices.    It  is  a  great 

preceding  1777,  has  cost  towards  400,000^.  ;*  expense  to  the  nation,  chiefly  for  the  sake  of 

and  (if  I  rccdlect  rightly)  has  not  cost  loss  in  members  of  parliament.    It  has  its  officers  of 

proportion  from  the  beginning  of  the  reign,  is  parade  and  dignity.     It  has  its  treasury  too. 

under  the  very  same  description  of  all  the  It  is  a  sort  of  corporate  body ;  and  formerly 

other  ill-contrived  establishments,  and  calls  was  a  body  of  great  importance ;  as  much  so 

fbr  the  very  same  reform.    We  are  to  seek  on  the  then  scale  of  things,  and  the  then  order 

tor  the  visiUe  signs  of  all  this  expense. — For  of  business,  as  the  bank  is  at  this  day.    It  wa^ 

all  this  expense,  we  do  not  see  a  building  of  the  the  great  centre  of  money  transactior.s  and 

size  and  importanceof  a  pigeon-house.   Buck-  remittances  for  our  own,  and  for  other  nations 

until  king  Charies  the  First,  among  other  arbi> 

♦  More  exactly  £378,618.  10s.  1  S-ld.  trary  projecto,  dictated  by  despotic  necessity, 
Vol.  I— 19 
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made  it  witliiioid  the  money  that  laj  there  for  are  luppressed.    There  is  taken  awaj  m 

lemittance.    That  blow  (and  happily  too)  the  whole  estaUishment  of  detail  in  the  household 

mint  never  recovered.    Now  it  is  no  bank ;  no  the  treanarer ; — the  eomptrolUr  (for  a  comptrol 

remittanc»-shop.     The  mint,  Sir,  is  a  momt-  ler  is  hardly  necessary  where  there  is  no  tnm 

faeturef  and  it  is  nothing  else ;  and  it  ought  to  surer),"— the  cofferer  of  the  houaekold ; — the  Irw 

be  undortakui  upon  the  principles  of  a  manu-  turer  of  the  chamber; — the  matter  qf  the  komm 

facture  ;  that  is,  for  the  best  and  cheapest  exe-  hold  ;--^he  whole  board  qf  green  doth ; — wad  i 

cution,\>y  a  contract  upon  proper  securities,  vast  number  of  subordinate  offices   in  di 

and  under  proper  regulations.  department  of  the  eleward  of  the  hmuehaU^ 

The  artillery  is  a  &r  greater  object ;  it  is  a  the  whole  establishment  of  the  ^reaf  wmd 

military  concern;  but  having  an  affini^  and  robe,' — \he  removing  wardrobe; — thejeiniqfim 

kindred  in  its  defects  with  the  establishments  — the  robea;—lUe  board  qf  ujorka ; — almoit  tb 

I  am  now  speaking  of,  I  think  it  best  to  speak  whole  charge  of  the  dvil  branch  of  the  boagdf^ 

of  it  along  with  them.    It  is,  I  conceive,  an  ordnanee  ore  taken  away.    All  these  amagi 

establishment  not  well  suited  to  its  martial,  ments  together  will  be  found  to  rdieve  di 

thou^  exceedingly  well  calculated  for  its  par-  nation  from  a  vast  weight  of  influence,  wilfa 

liamentary  puiQMses. — Here  there  is  a  trea-  out  distressing,  but  rather  by  forwarding  aver 

twyt  as  in  all  the  6ther  inferiour  departments  public  service.    When  something  of  thu  Ub 

of  government.    Here  the  military  is  subordi-  is  done,  then  the  public  may  begin  to  breadM 

nate  to  the  civil,  and  the  naval  ctmibunded  Under  other  governments,  a  question  of  a 

with  the  land  service.    The  object  indeed  is  pense  is  only  a  question  of  ceconomy,  and  iti 

much  the  same  in  both.    But  when  the  detail  nothing  more ;  with  us  in  every  questioB  o 

is  examined,  it  will  be  found  that  they  had  bet-  expense,  there  is  always  a  mixture  of  oonli 

ter  be  separated.    For  a  reform  of  this  office^  tutional  considerations. 

I  propose  to  restore  things  to  what  (all  coosi-  It  is,  Sir,  becatise  I  wish  to  keep  this  Inri 

deraticms  taken  together)  is  their  natural  order ;  ncss  of  subordinate  treasuries  as  much  as  I  cu 

to  restore  them  to  their  just  proportion,  and  to  together,  that  I    brought    the  ordnanet'^ffk 

their  just  distribution.   I  propose,  in  this  mili-  before  you,  though  it  is  properly  a  milter 

tary  concern,  to  render  the  civil  subordinate  to  department.    For  the  same  reason  I  will  boi 

the  military ;  and  this  will  annihilate  the  grea-  trouble  you  with  my  thoughts  and  pn^xmtion 

test  part  of  the  expense,  and  all  the  influence  U{>on  two  of  the  greatest  under  treanaim,  '. 

belonging  to  the  office.    I  propose  to  send  the  mean  the  office  <X paymaster  qfthe  landflantik 

military  branch  to  the  army,  and  the  naval  to  the  or  treasurer  of  the  army ;  and  that  of  the 

admiralty :  and  1  intend  to  perfect  and  accom-  eurer  qf  the  naiy.    The  former  of  th 

plish  the  whole  detail  (where  it  becomes  too  long  been  a  great  object  of  public 

minute  and  complicated  for  legislature,  and  and  uneasiness.    Envy  too  has  had  its 

requires  exact,  officiU,  military,  and  mecha-  in  the  obloquy  which  is  cast  upon  this 

nical  knowledge)  by  a  commission  of  oompe-  But  I  am  sure  that  it  has  no  share  al  aQ  iatb 

tent  officers  in  both  departments.    I  propose  reflections  I  shall  make  upon  it,  or  in  tb 

toexecutebycontract,whatby  contract  can  be  reformations  that  I  shall  propose.    I  do  w 

executed ;  and  to  bring,  as  much  as  possible,  grudge  to  the  honourable  gentleman  tvfao  a 

all  estimates  to  be  previously  approved,  and  present  holds  the  office,  any  of  tho  effects  0 

finally  to  be  paid  by  the  treasury.  his  talents,  his  merit  or  his  fortune.    Ho  i 

Thus,  by  following  the  course  of  nature,  and  respectable  in  all  these  particulars.     I  fbUov 

not  the  purposes  of  politics,  or  the  accumulated  the  constitution  of  the  office  without  pane 

patch-work  of  occasional  accommodation,  this  cuting  its  holder.    It  is  necessary  in  all  najt 

vast  expensive  department  may  be  methodized ;  ters  d*  public  complaint,  where  men  freqnaoll] 

its  service  proportioned  to  its  necessities,  and  feel  right  and  argue  wr(»g,  to  separate  pi^ 

its  payments  subjected  to  the  inspection  of  the  dice  from  reason ;  and  to  be  very  aura,  B 

superiour  minister  of  finance;  who  is  to  judge  attempting  the  redress  of  a  grievance,  that  «i 

of  it  on  the  result  of  the  total  collective  exi-  hit  upon   its  real  seat,  and  its  true  natsn 

gencies  of  the  state.    This  last  is  a  reigning  Where  there  is  an  abuse  in  office,  the  fin 

principle  through  my  whole  plan ;  and  it  is  a  thing  that  occurs  in  heat  is  to  censure  the  oA 

principle  which  I  hope  may  hereafter  be  np'  cer.    Our  natural  disposition  leads   aL  ou 

plied  to  other  plans.  inquiries  ratlier  to  persons  than  to  things.  Ba 

By  these  regulations  taken  together — besides  this  prejudice  is  to  be  corrected  by  matuie 

^e  three  subordinate  treasuries  in  the  lesser  thinking, 

principalities,  five  o&ier  subordinate  treasuries  Sir,  th*-  profits  of  the  pay-office  (as  an  4]i 
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"^^)  tre  not  too  great,  in  my  opinion,  for  iti  quite  able  to  ascertain.    But  it  has  very  gene> 

duties,  and  for  the  rank  of  the  person  who  has  rally  prevailed,  though  I  am  told  that  of  late 

generally  held  it.     He  has  b<9en  generally  a  they  have  began  to  relax  from  it.    In  cons9- 

l^ersoo  of  the  highest  rank ;  that  is  to  say,  a  quence  of  forms  adverse  to  substantial  account, 

Iwnoo  of  eminence  and  consideration  in  this  we  have  a  long  succession  of  paymasters  and 

liouse.    Tha  great  and  the  invidious  profits  of  their  representatives,  who  have  never  been  w^ 

Ibe  pay-office  are  from  the  bank  that  is  held  in  mitted  to  account,  aithough  perfectly  ready  to 

IL   According  to  the  present  course  of  the  do  so. 

odiee,  and  according  to  the  present  mode  of  As  the  eitent  of  our  wars  has  scattered  the 

•eoounting  there,  this  bank  must  necessarily  accountants  under  the  paymaster  into  every 

•SMt somewhere.  Money  is  a  productive  thing;  part  of  the  globe,  the  grand  and  sure  paymas- 

aad  when  the  usual  time  of  its  demand  can  be  ter.  Death,  in  all  his  shapes,  calls  these  a^ 

tolerably  calculated,  it  may,  with  prudence,  be  countants  to  another  reckoning.  Death,  indeed^ 

ssfely  laid  out  to  the  profit  of  the  bolder.   It  is  dombeers  over  every  thing,  but  the  forms  of 

m  Ibis  calculation  that  thd  business  of  banking  the  exchequer.    Over  these  he  has  no  power. 

praeeeds.    But  no  profit  can  be  derived  from  They  are  impassive  and  immortal    The  audit 

ihs  ase  of  money,  which  does  not  make  it  the  of  the  exchequer,  more  severe  than  the  autfit 

of  the  holder  to  delay  his  account.  The  to  which  the  accountants  are  gone,  demands 

of  the  exchequer  colludes  with  this  in-  proof  which  in  the  nature  of  things  are  difficidt, 

Is  this  collusion  from  its   want  of  sometimes  impossible  to  be  had.    In  this  r»> 

rigour  and  strictness,  and  great  regularity  of  spcct,  too,  rigour,  as  usual,  defeats  itself.  Then, 

fcoB?    The  reverse  is  true.  They  have  in  the  the  exdiequer  never  gives  a  particular  receipt, 

raobequer  brought  rigour  and  formalism  to  their  or  clears  a  man  of  his  account,  as  far  as  it  goes. 

annate  perfection.    The  process  against  ac-  *A  final  acquittance  (or  a  quidus,  as  they  term 

eooDlltnts  is  so  rigorous,  and  in  a  manner  so  it)  is  scarcely  ever  to  be  obtained.    Terroura 

ifejost,  that  correctives  must,  from  time  to  time,  and  ghosts  of  unlaid  accountants,  haunt  the 

he  applied  to  it.    These  correctives  being  dis-  houses  of  their  children  from  generation  to  ge- 

Qstkmary,  upon  the  case,  and  generally  re-  neration.    Families,  in  the  course  of  succes- 

Hilted  by  the  barons  to  the  lords  of  the  trea-  sion,  fall  into  minorities ;  the  inheritance  comes 

tory,  as  the  best  judges  of  the  reasons  for  res-  into  the  hands  of  females ;  and  very  perplexed 

ptte  ;  hearings  are  had ;  delays  are  produced ;  affairs  are  often  delivered  over  into  the  hands 

Uad  thus  the  extreme  of  rigour  in  office  (as  of  negligent  guardians  and  faithless  stewards. 

in  all  human  affairs)  leads  to  the  extreme  So  that  the  demand  remains,  when  the  advan- 

laid^.    What  with  the  interested  delay  of  tage  of  the  money  is  gone,  if  ever  any  advan- 

officer ;  the  ill-conceived  exactness  of  the  tage  at  all  has  been  made  of  it.     This  is  a 

;'the  applications  for  dispensations  from  cause  of  infinite  distress  to  families ;  and  b»> 

t  exactness ;  the  revival  of  rigorous  process,  comes  a  source  of  influence  to  an  extent,  that 

the  expiration  of  the  time ;  and  the  new  can  scarcely  be  imagined,  but  by  those  who 

producing  new  applications,  and  new  have  token  some  pains  to  trace  it.    The  mild- 

nts  of  time,  such  delays  happen  in  ness  of  government  in  the  employment  of  use- 

poblic  accounts,  that  they  can  scarcely  ever  less  and  dangerous  powers,  furnishes  no  reason 

lo0ed.  for  their  continuance. 

esides,  Sir,  they  have  a  rule  m  the  e.icho-  As  lliinga  stand,  can  you  in  justice  (except 

',  which,  I  believe,  they  have  founded  upon  perhaps  in  that  over-perfect   kind  of  justice 

a  very  ancient  statute,  that  of  the  51st  of  which  has  obtained,  by  its  merits,  the  title  of 

Hcvy  III.  by  which  it  is  provided,  "  That  the  opposite  vice*)  insist  that  any  man  should, 

^ifaea  a  sheriff  or  bailiff  h.ith  began  his  ao-  by  the  course  of  his  office,  keep  a  bank  from 

eaont,  none  other  shall  be  received  to  account  whence  he  is  to  derive  no  advantage  ?    That  a 

•■dl  be  that  was  first  appointed  hath  clearly  man  shouM  bo  subject  to  demands  below,  and 

ioeoiinted,  and  that  the  sum  has  been  recei-  bo  in  a  manner  refused  acquittance  above ;  that 

VQ^»*  Whether  this  c1au.se  of  that  statute  be  he  should  transmit  an  original  sin,  and  inhe- 

Ihs  grocBid  of  that  absurd  practice,  I  am  not  ritance  of  vexation  to  his  posterity,  without  a 

power  of  compensating  himself  in  some  way  or 
other,  for  so  perilous  a  situation  ?    We  know, 

•  El  quant  viscount  ou  bailiflT  ait  commence  that  if  the  paymaster  shouM  deny  himself  the 

ds  accompter,  nul  autre  ne  seii  resceu  de  ac-  advantages  of  his  bank,  the  public,  as  things 

confer  tanque  le  primer  que  soit  as«is  eit  perac-  ^                         i          i         >              e 
ecnapce,  et  que  la  sorame  soit  resceu.    Stat  '> 

ann.  dom.  1366.  •  Summum  ju4  summa  injuria. 
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ftandi  is  not  tho  richer  for  it  by  a  lingle  ihil-  public  aocouats,  I  should  oerer  dream  of  Ik 

ling.    This  I  thought  it  necessary  to  say,  as  to  blind  mode  of  the  exchequer,  which  regndi 

the  offensive  magnitude  of  the  profits  of  this  things  in  the  abstract,  and  knows  no  diffisiiMi 

office ;  that  we  may  proceed  in  reformatioOi  on  in  the  quality  of  its  debts,  or  the  circumsfaaeii 

the  principles  of  reason,  and  not  on  the  feelings  of  its  debtors.    By  this  means,  it  fatigoec  ll 

of  envy.  self;  it  vexes  others ;  it  often  crushes  the  poor 

The  treasurer  of  the  navy  is,  tmUatii  mm-  it  lets  escape  the  rich ;  or  in  a  fit  of  meitjai 

UmdUf  in  the  same  circumstances.    Indeed  all  carelessness,  declines  all  means  of  leObfaiim 

accountants  are.  Instead  of  the  present  mode,  its  just  demands.    Content  with  the  ataiahj 

which  is  troublesome  to  the  oflker  and  unpro-  of  its  claims,  it  enjoys  its  epicurean  divilrilj 

fitable  to  the  public,  I  propose  to  substituUi  with  epicurean  langour.    But  it  is  propar  Am 

something  more  effectual  than  rigour,  which  is  all  sorts  of  accounts  should  be  dosed  souib  tin 

the  worst  exactor  in  the  world.   I  mean  tore-  or  other — by  payment ;  by  oompositian;  or  Ig 

move  the  very  temptations  to  delay;  to  lacili-  oblivion.    EmpeSt  reqmbHea  tU  aUJbtu  fUkm 

(ate  the  account ;   and  to  transfer  this  bank.  Constantly  taking  along  with  me,  that  n  Ht* 

now  of  private  emolument,  to  the  public.  The  treme  rigour  is  sure  to  arm  every  thing  afdM 

crown  will  suffer  no  wrong  at  least  from  the  it,  and  at  length  to  relax  into  a  supine  n^hMt 

pay-offices ;   and  its  terrours  will  no  longer  1  propose,  Sir,  that  even  the  b^,  soiaidMt 

reign  over  the  families  of  those  who  hold,  or  and  the  most  recent  debts,  i^oukl  be  pot  iMi 

have  held  them.    I  propose  that  these  offices  instalments,  fcv  the  mutual  bene&  of  the  •» 

should  be   no  longer  baiOa  or  trtaaurittf  but  countant  and  the  public. 

mere  qfficeM  ofadnunUtration. — ^I  propose,  first.  In  proportion,  however,  as  I  am  tender  ol 

that  the  present  paymaster  and  the  treasurer  the  past,  I  would  be  provident  of  the  fbtva 

of  the  navy,  should  carry  into  the  exchequer.  All  money  that  was  formerly  imprestad  Ic 

the  whole  body  of  the  vouchers  for  what  they  the  two  great  jHsy-offuxs^  I  would  ha^  im 

have  paid  over  to  the  deputy  paymasters,  to  prested   in  future  to  the  h<gnk  t^  ~ 

regimental  agents,  or  to  any  of  those  to  whom  These  offices  should  in  future,  receive  noi 

they  have  and  ought  to  liave  paid  money.    I  than  cash  sufficient  for  small  payments, 

propose  that  those  vouchers  shall  be  admitted  other  payments  ought  to  be  made  by 

as  actual  payments  in  their  accounts ;  and  that  on  the  bank  expressing  the  service.   A 

the  persons  to  whom  the  money  has  been  paid,  account  from  both  offices,  of  drafts  and  i» 

shall  then  stand  charged  in  the  exchequer  in  ceipts,  should  be  annually  made  up  in  fhi 

their  place.    Afler  this  process,  they  shall  be  exdiequer,  charging  the  bank  in  the  aoocntt 

debited  or  charged  for  nothing  but  the  money-  with  the  cash-balance,  but  not  demaodrng  Am 

balance  that  remains  in  their  hands.  payment  until  there   is  an  order  from  tin 

I  am  conscious.  Sir,  that  if  this  balance  treasury,  in  consequence  of  a  rote  of  pnh 

(which  they  could  not  expect  to  be  so  suddenly  liament. 

demanded  by  any  usual  process  of  the  exche-  As  I  did  not,  Sir,  deny  to  the  paymaster  Mm 

quer)  should  now  be  exacted  all  at  once,  not  natural  profits  c^  the  bank  that  was  inhisbadi. 

only  their  ruin,  but  a  ruin  of  others  to  an  ex-  so  neither  would  I  to  the  bank  of  Enf^niri. 

tent  which  I  do  not  like  to  think  of,  but  which  A  ^are  of  that  profit  might  be  derived  to  die 

I  can  well  conceive,  and  which  you  may  well  public  in  various  ways.    My  favourite  nods 

conceive,  might  be  the  consequence.    I  told  is  this ;  that,  in  compensation  for  the  ofe  of 

you,  Sir,  when  I  promised  before  the  holy-days  this  money,  the  bank  may  take  upon  dian^ 

to  bring  in  this  plan,  that  I  never  would  suffer  selves,  first  the  duxrgt  of  the  mint ;  to  wiiieh 

any  man  or  description  of  men,  to  suffer  from  they  are  aheady,  by  their  charter,  obliged  to 

errours  that  naturally  have  grown  out  of  the  bring  in  a  great  deal  of  bullion  aimually  to  k% 

abusive  constitutkm  of  those  offices  which  I  coined. 

propose  to  regulate.    If  I  cannot  reform  with  In  the  next  place,  I  mean  that  thoj 

equity,  I  will  not  reform  at  all.  take  upon  themselves  the  charge  of  i 

For  the  regulation  of  past  accounts,  I  shall  to  our  troops  abroad.    This  is  a  specieo  of 

therefore  propose  such  a  mode,  as  men,  tern-  dealing  from  which,  by  the  some  charter,  dwj 

perate  and  prudent,  make  use  of  in  the  ma-  are  not  debarred.    One  and  a  quarter  per  cmL 

nagoment  of  their  private  affairs,  when  their  will  be  saved  instantly  thereby  to  the  pobUc, 

accounts  are  various,  perplexed,  and  of  long  on  very  large  sums  of  money.    This  will  be 

standing.    I  would  therefore,  aflcr  their  exam-  at  once  a  matter  of  ceconomy,  and  a  consider* 

pie,  divide  the  public  debts  into  three  sorts ;  able  reduction  of  influence,  by  taking  an^  a 

good ;  bad  ,*  and  doubtfitl.  In  looking  over  the  private  contract  of  an  expensive  nmture.     If 
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^^  bank,  uhkh  U  a  groat  corporation,  and  of  cal  retrospective  examination  of  the  penjiion 

bourse  recetv^a  Uio  least  profits  from  tho  money  list,  upon  the  principle  of  merit,  can  never  serva 

SD  their  ou^cxl/,  should  of  itself  refuse,  or  be  for  my  basis.— It  cannot  answer,  according  to 

persuaded    to  refuse   this  ofier  upon   those  my  plan,  any  efiectual  purpose  of  oecocxxny, 

tenuB,  I  can  speak  with  some  confidence,  that  or  of  future  permanent  reformation.    The  pn^ 

soo  at  least,  if  not  both  parts  of  the  condition  cess  in  any  way  will  be  entangled  and  difficult , 

would  be  received,  and  gratefully  received,  by  and  it  will  be  infinitely  sbw :  there  is  a  danger 

wraral  bankers  of  eminence.    There  is  no  that  if  we  turn  our  line  of  march,  now  directed 

kuiker  who  will  not  be  at  least  as  good  secu-  towards  the  grand  object,  into  this  more  labo- 

n^  as  any  paymaster  of  the  forces,  or  any  rious  than  useful  detul  of  operations,  we  shaQ 

lituiirer  of  the  navy,  that  have  ever  been  never  arrive  at  our  end. 

baakcrg  to  the  public :  as  rich  at  least  as  my  The  king,  Sir,  has  been  by  the  constitution 

Loni  Chatham,  or  my  Lord  Holland,  or  either  appointed  sole  judge  of  the  merit  for  which  a 

of  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  now  hold  the  pension  is  to  be  given.    We  have  a  right,  uop 

I,  were  at  the  time  that  they  entered  mto  doubtedly,  to  canvass  this,  as  we  have  to  can 

or  as  ever  the  whole  <^tablishment  of  vass  every  act  of  government.    But  there  is  a 


d»  mmt  has  been  at  any  period.  material  difference  between  an  office  to  bo 

Tbeae,  Sir,  are  the  outlines  of  the  plan  I     reformed,  and  a  pension  taken  away  for  dome- 


to  IbUow,  in  suppressing  these  two  large  rit.    In  tlie  former  case,  no  charge  is  implied 

nboniinate  treasuries.   I  now  come  to  another  against  the  holder;  in  the  latter,  his  character 

loiMiniiiiate  treasury ;  I  mean,  that  of  the  paof^  is  slurred,  as  weQ  as  his  lawful  emolument 

^tkepentionti  for  which  purpose  I  re-  affected.    The  former  process  is  against  the 


the  limits  of  the  civil  establishment — I  thing  ;  the  second  against  the  person.    The 

dspofted  firom  those  limits  in  pursuit  of  a  prin-  pensioner  certainly,  if  he  pleases,  has  a  right 

dple ;   and  foUowing  the  same  game  in   its  to  stand  on  his  own  defence ;  to  plead  his  poo> 

doobleo,  I  am  brought  into  those  limits  again,  session ;  and  to  bottom  his  title  in  the  coropo- 

ThoC  treaoory,  and  that  office,  I  mean  to  take  tency  of  the  crown  to  give  him  what  he  holds. 

MMmy ;  and  to  transfer  the  payment  of  every  Possessed,  and  on    the  defensive  as  he  is, 

■me,  node,  and  denomination  of  pensions,  to  he  will  not  be  obliged  to  prove  his   special 

the  tftdbTucr.    The  present  course  of  diversi-  merit,  in  order  to  justify  the  act  of  legal  discre> 

(jmg  the  same  object,  can  answer  no  good  tion,  now  turned  into  his  property,  according 

porpoae ;  whatever  its  use  may  be  to  purposes  to  his  tenure.    The  very  act,  he  will  contend, 

of  another  kind.    There  are  also  other  lists  of  is  a  legal  presumption,  and  an  implication  of 

patMMOS ;  and  I  mean  that  they  should  all  be  his  merit.    If  this  be  so,  from  the  natural  force 

iMiealter  paid  at  one  and  the  same  place,  of  all  legal  presumption,  he  would  put  us  to 

The  whole  of  the  new  consolidated  list  I  mean  the  difficult  proof,  that  he  has  no  merit  at  all. 

to  reduce  to  WjOOOl.  a  year,  which  sum  I  in-  But  other  questions  would  arise  in  the  course 

\md  it  shall  never  exceed.    I  think  that  sum  of  such  an  inquiry ;  that  is,  questions  of  the 

vfll  fully  answer  as  a  reward  for  all  real  merit,  merit  when  weighed  against  the  proportion  of 

ml  a  pcoTisioo  for  all  real  public  charity  that  the  reward ;   then  the  difficulty  will  be  much 

ii  ever  like  to  be  placed  upon  tho  list.    If  any  greater. 

■sritofan  extraordinary  nature  should  emerge,  The  difficulty  will  not,  Sir,  I  am  afraid,  be 

hifciii  that  reduction  is  completed,  I  have  left  much  less,  if  wo  pass  to  the  person  really 

il  open  for  an  address  of  either  house  of  par-  guilty,  in  the  question  of  an  unmerited  pension ; 

liHnent  to  provide  for  the  case.    To  all  other  the  minister  himself.    I  admit  that  when  called 

demands,  it  must  be  answered,  with  regret,  to  account  for  the  execution  of  a  trust,  ho 

tat  with  firmness,  '*  the  public  is  poor."  might  fairly  be  obliged  to  prove  the  affirmative ; 

I  do  not  propose,  as  I  told  you  before  Christ-  and  to  state  the  merit  for  which  the  pension  it 

mas,  to  take  away  any  pension.     I  know,  that  given ;  though  on  the  pensioner  himself,  such 

ifao  public  seem  to  cadi  for  a  reduction  of  such  a  process  would  be  hard.  If  in  this  examination 

of  them  as  shall  appear  unmerited.  As  a  cen-  wo  proceed  methodically,  and  so  as  to  avoid  all 

■oral  act,  and  punishment  of  an  abuse,  it  suspicion  of  partiality  and  prejudice,  wo  must 

might  answer  some  purpose.    But  this  can  take  the  pensions  in  order  of  time,  or  merely 

make  no  part  of  n^  plan.    I  mean  to  proceed  alphabetically.   The  very  first  pension  to  which 

kj  Ml ;  and  I  cannot  stop  ibr  such  an  inquiry,  we  come  in  either  of  these  ways,  may  appear 

I  know  some  gentlemen  may  blame  me.    It  is  the  most  grossly  uiunerited  of  any.    But  the 

with  great  sutoxission  to  better  judgments  that  minister  may  very  possibly  shew,  that  he  knows 

I  roeommend  it  to  consideration ;  that  a  criti-  nothing  of  tJie  puuing  on  this  pension — that  it 
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wa>  prior  in  time  to  hia  administration— that  than    to  tear  it  crude  and  unripe  from  tfM 

the  minister  who  laid  it  on  is  dead ;  and  then  ftalk.*^ 

we  are  thrown  back  upon  the  pensioner  him-  There  is  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness 

self,  and  plunged  into  sill  our  former  difficulties,  the  people,  upon  an  article  which  I  must ' 

Abuses,  and  gross  ones,  I  doubt  not,  would  under  the  head  of  pensions.    I  mean  the 

appear ;    and  to  the  correction  of  which  I  patent  qffleeM  in  the  exchequer.    Thtj  •!•  m 

would  readily  give  my  hand ;  but,  when  I  con-  reality  and  substance  no  other  than 

sider  that  pensions  have  not  generally  been  and  in  no  other  light  shall  I  consider 

affected  by  the  revohitions  of  ministry;  as  I  They  are  sinecures.    They  are  always 

know  not  where  such  inquiries  would  stop,  ecuted  by  deputy.    The  duty  of  the 

and  as  an  absence  of  merit  is  a  negative  and  is  as  nothing.    They  differ  however  fran  IIn 

loose  thing,  one  might  be  led  to  derange  the  pensions  on  the  list,  in  some  particulars.  Tbty 

order  of  families,  founided  on  the  probable  con-  are  held    for  life.    I  think,  with  the  pabUe, 

tinuance  of  their  kind  of  income.    I  might  that  the  profits  of  those  places  are  grown  tm» 

hurt  children ;   I  might  injure  creditors.     I  mous ;  the  magnitude  of  those  profits,  and  itm 

really  think  it  the  more  prudent  course,  not  nature  of  them,  both  call  for  refbrmatioo.  TIm 

to  follow  the  letter  of  the  petitions.     If  we  nature  of  their  profits,  which  grow  out  of  ikm 

fix  this  mode  of  inquiry  as  a  basis,  we  shall,  I  public  distress,  is  itself  invidious  and  gri< 

fear,  eM,  as  parliament  has  often  ended  under  But  I  fear  that  reform  cannot  be  ii 

similar  circumstances.    There  will  be  great  I  find  myself  under  a  restriction.  These  pliw, 

delay;  much  confusion;   much  inequality  in  and  others  of  the  same  kind,  which  are  Md 

our  proceedings.    But  what  presses  me  most  for  life,  have  been  considered  as  piu|Ntty. 

of  aU  is  this ;  that  though  we  should  strike  off  They  have  been  given  as  a  provision  fi)rchA* 

all  the  unmerited  pensions,  while  the  power  dren ;  they  have  been  the  subject  of  fiunlf 

of  the  crown  remains  unlimited,  the  very  same  settlements  ;  they  have  been  the  securihr'^ 

tmdeserving  persons  might  afterwards  return  creditors.    What  the  law  respects  shu  W 

to  the  very  same  list:  or  if  they  did  not,  other  sacred  to  me.    If  the  barriers  of  taw 

persons  meriting  as  little  as  they  do,  might  be  be  broken  down,  upon  ideas  oi 

put  upon  it  to  an  undefinable  amount.    Thi>  I  oven  of  public  convenience,  we  shall  have  ao 

think  is  the  pinch  of  the  grievance.  longer  any  thing  certain  among  us.     If  Uiedii 

For  these  reasons,  Sir,  I  am  obliged  to  wave  cretion  of  power  is  once  let  loose  upon  |iii^ 

this  mode  of  proceeding  as  any  part  of  my  perty,  we  can  be  at  no  loss  to  determine 

plan.    In  a  plan  of  reformation,  it  would  be  power,  and  what  discretion  it  is  that  wUli 

one  of  my  maxims,  that  when  I  know  of  an  vail  at  last.    It  would  be  wise  to  attend 

establishment,  which  may  be  subservient  to  the  order  of  things  ;  and  not  to  attempt  to  oai> 

useful  purposes,  and  which,  at  the  same  time,  run  the  slow,  but  smooth  and  even  coorae  «f 

from  its  discretionary  nature,  is  liable  to  a  very  nature.     There  are  occasions,   I   admit,  ef 

great  (terversion  fitim  those  purposes,  J  would  public  necessity,  so  vast,  so  clear,  so  evidm, 

tiimt  the  quantity  of  the  power  that  might  be  so  that  they  supersede  all  laws.    Law  being  oaijr 

abueed.    For  I  am  sure,  that  in  all  such  cases,  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  community,  cmamcA 

the  rewards  of  merit  will  have  very  narrow  in  any  one  of  its  parts  resist  a  demand  wfaioli 

bounds ;  and  that  partial  or  corrupt  favour  wiU  may  comprehend  the  total  of  the  pi^ie  m> 

be  infinite.    This  principle  is  not  arbitrary ;  terest.    To  be  sure,  no  law  can  aet  itself  up 

but  the  limitation  ot  the  specific  quantity  must  against  the  cause  and  reason  of  all  law.    Bat 

be  so  in  some  measure.    I  therefore  state  such  a  case  very  rarely  happens;  and  Ibis 

60,000{.  leaving  it  open  to  the  house  to  en-  most  certainly  is  not  such  a  case.    The  mam 

large  or  contract  the  sum  as  they  shall  see,  on  time  of  the  reform  is  by  no  means  worth  lbs 

examination,  that    the  discretion   I   use  b  sacrifice  of  a  principle  of  law.    IndiridmJi 
scanty  or  liberal    The  whole  amount  of  the 

pensions  of  all  denominations,  which  have  ♦  it  was  supposed  by  the  lord  advocate,  in  a 

been  laid  before  us,  amount,  for  a  period  of  seven  subsequent  debate,  that  Mr.  B  urke,  becaom  1m 

years,  to  considerably  more  than   lOOfiOOl.  objected  to  an  inquiry  Into  the  pension  liaC  for 

.   »...      T«  »k.»  tUm  ^Um^  Mmtm  .JZL»  the  purpose  of  OBconomy  and  relief  of  iho  piib- 

a  year.     To  what  the  other  lists  amount,  ,$<.,  ^„iJd  have  it  withheld  from  the  jadgmsM 

I  know  not.    That  will  be  seen  hereafter,  of  parliament  for  all  purposes  whatsoever.  Tbk 


But    from  those  that  do  appear,  a  mving  learoed  rentleman  certainty  misunderstood  i 

wUI  accrue   to  the  pubUc,  at  one  time  or  ?"  ?'»»  ■»""'«  »jj«  »»•  "^f'^  *?«  ^**°  uil^il! 

^.  f  .^  /vv\f  J  L  J   u  4  be  easily  accessible ;   and  he  knows  that  thm 

other,  of  4O,00W.  a  year,  and  we  had  bet-  pu5„c  eye  is  of  Itsilf  a  great  guard  sgsbM 

ter  in  my  opmion  to  let  it  fall  m  naturally,  abuse. 
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like  shadows  ;  but  the  commonwealth  is  Indeed  no  man  knows,  when  he  cuts  ofi*  tbt 

fiac«l  and  stable.   The  difierence,  therefore,  of  incitements  to  a  virtuous  ambition,  and  Um 

^o-daj  and  tomorrow,  which  to  private  people  just  rewards  of  public  service,  what  infinite 

w  immense,  to  the  state  is  nothing.  At  any  rate,  mischief  he  may  do  his  country,  throu^  all 

it  is  better,  if  possible,  to  reconcile  our  ceco-  generations.    Such  saving  to  the  public  may 

Qomy  with  our  laws,  than  to  set  them  at  vari-  prove  the  worst  mode  ^  robbing  it.    Tha 

■■we  ;  a  quarrel  which  in  the  end  must  be  crown,  which  has  in  its  hands  the  trust  of  the 

deeUructive  to  both.  daily  pay  for  national  service,  ought  to  have  in 

My  idea,  therefore,  is,  to  reduce  those  officers  its  hands  also  the  means  for  ihe  repose  of  pid>» 

to  fiml  salaries,  as  the  present  lives  and  rever-  lie  labour,  and  the  fixed  settlement  of  acknow* 

•hall  successively  fall.    I  mean,  that  the  ledged  merit.    There  is  a  time,  when  the 

of  the  great  auditor  (the  auditor  of  the  weather-beaten  vessels  of  the  state  ought  to 

»ipt)  shall  be  reduced  to  3,000{.  a  year ;  come  into  harbour.    They  must  at  length  have 

■Eod  the  auditors  of  the  imprest,  and  the  rest  a  retreat  from  the  malice  of  rivals,  from  the 

cf  the  principal  officers,  to  fixed  appointments  perfidy  of  political  friends,  and  the  inconstant^ 

•C  1,5001.  a  year  each.    It  will  not  be  difficult  of  the  people.    Many  of  the  persons,  who  in 

to  eolcolate  the  value  of  this  fall  of  lives  to  the  all  times  have  filled  the  great  offices  of  state, 

,  when  we  shall  have  obtained  a  just  have  been  younger  brothers,  who  had  originally 

It  of  the  present  income  of  those  places ;  little,  if  any  fortune.    These  offices  do  not 

we  shall  obtain  that  account  with  great  furnish  the  means  of  amassing  wealth.    There 

fiieilitj,   if  the   present  possessors   are    not  ou^t  to  be  some  power  in  the  crown  of  gran- 

mimnwod  vrith  any  apprehension  of  danger  to  ting  pensions  out  of  the  reach  of  its  own  car 

freehold  office.  prices.    An  intail  of  dependence  is  a  bad 

I  know  too,  that  it  will  be  demanded  of  me,  reward  of  merit. 

it  comes,  that  since  I  admit  these  offices  I  would,  therefore,  leave  to  the  crown  the 

bo  no  better  than  pensions,  I  chose,  after  possibility  of  conferring  some  favours,  which, 

)  principle  of  law  had  been  satisfied,  to  retain  whilst  they  are  received  as  a  reward,  do  not 

at  all?    To  this,  Sir,  I  answer,  that  operate  as  corruption.    When  men  receive 

living  it  to  be  a  fundamental  part  of  the  obligations  trom  the  crown,  through  the  picas 

of  this  country,  and  of  the  reason  hands  of  fathers,  or  of  connections  as  venerable 

state  in  every  country,  that  there  must  be  as  tlie  paternal,  the  dependences  which  arise 

of  rewarding   public    service,  those  from  thence,  are  the  obligations  of  gratitude, 

will  be  incomplete,  and  indeed  wholly  and   not  the  fetters  of  servility.    Such  ties 

sient  for  that  purpose,  if  there  should  be  originate  in  virtue,  and  they  promote  iu  They 

further  reward  for  that  service,  than  the  continue  men  in  those  habitudes  of  friendship, 

wages  it  receives  during  the  pleasure  of  tliose  political  connections,  and  those  pditical 

decrown.  principles  in  which  they  began  life.    They 

Whoever  seriously  considers  the  excellent  are  antidotes  against  corrupt  levity,  instead  c^ 

srgoment  of  Lord  Somers,  in  the  banker's  case,  causes  of  iU    What  an  unseemly  spectade 

>rillsee  he  bottoms  himself  upon  the  very  aame  would  it  afibrd,  what  a  disgrace  would  it  be 

cim  which  I  do  ;  and  one  of  his  principal  to  the  commonwealth  that  suffered  such  things, 

of  doctrine  for  the  alienability  of  the  to  see  the  hopeful  son  of  a  meritorious  minister 

in  England,'!'  contrary  to  the  maxim  of  begging  his  bread  at  the  door  of  that  treasury, 

Ike  law  in  France,  he  lays  in  the  constitutional  from  whence  his  father  dispensed  the  oeconomy 

poliey  of  furnishing  a  permanent  reward  to  pub-  of  an  empire,  and  promoted  the  happiness  and 

Ve  senrice ;  of  making  that  reward  the  origin  glory  of  his  country  ?  Why  shouU  he  be  obliged 

af  fiunilies ;  and  the  foundation  of  wealth  as  to  prostrate  his  honour,  and  to  submit  his  priD* 

wsll  as  of  honours.    It  is   indeed  the  only  ciplcs  at  the  levee  of  some  proud  favourite, 

fimnine  unadulterated  origin  of  nobility.    It  shoukiered  and  thrust  aside  by  every  impudent 

is  a  great  principle  in  government ;  a  principle  pretender,  oa  the  very  spot  where  a  few  days 

at  the  very  foundation  of  the  whole  structure,  before  he  saw  himself  adored  ?— obliged  to 

The  other  judges  who  heUi  the  same  doctrine,  cringe  to  the  author  of  the  calamities  of  Us 

beyond  Lord  Somers  with  regard  totho  house,  and  to  kiss  the  hands  that  are  red  with 

r,  wAuxh  they  thought  was  given  by  law  his  Other's  bkxxi  ? — No,  Sir,  these  things  are 

It  the  crown,  upon  the  grant  of  pensions,  unfit — they  are  intolerable. 

Sir,  I  shall  be  asked,  why  I  do  not  chooae 

•  Before  the  statute  of  queen  Anne,  whkh  ^^  destroy  those  offices  which  are  pensions, 

the  alienation  of  land.  and  appoint  |iensions  under  the  direct  title  in 
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their  itead?    I  allow  that  in  some  cases  it  specific' object  in  several  of  the  petiti(4Mi^| 

leads  to  abuse  ;  to  have  things  appoiiAed  ibr  mean  the  reduction  of  exorbitant  emolumHii 

one  purpose,  and  apf^ied  to  another.    I  have  to  efficient  offices.    If  I  knew  of  any  ml 

no  great  objection  to  such  a  change:  but, I  do  efficient  office,  which  did  pooess  exorfaimi 

not  think  it  quite  prudent  for  me  to  propose  it.  emoluments,  I  should  be  extremely 

If  I  should  take  away  the  present  establi^  of  reducing  them.    Others  may  know  of 

ment,  the  burthen  of  proof  rests  upon  me,  that  I  do  not.    I  am  not  possessed  of  an 

so  many  pensions,  and  no  more,  and  to  such  an  common  measure  between  real  service  and 

amount  each,  and  no  more,  are  necessary  for  reward.    1  am  very  sure,  that  states  do 

the  public  service.    This  is  what  I  can  never  times  receive  services,  which  is  hardly  in 

prove ;  ibr  it  is  a  thing  incapable  of  definition,  power  to  reward  according  to  their  worth,  tf  I 

I  do  not  like  to  take  away  an  object  that  I  were  to  give  my  judgment  with  regard  to 

think  answers  my  purpose,  in  hopes  of  getting  country,   I  do  not  tfiink   the  great     ~ 

it  back  again  in  a  better  shape.    Peop^  will  offices  of   the  state   to  be  overpaid. 


bear  an  oki  establishment  when  its  excess  is  service  of  the  public  is  a  thing  which 

corrected,  who  will  revolt  at  a  new  one.    I  do  be  put  to  auction,  and  struck  down  to 

not  thii^  these  office-pensions  to  be  more  in  who  will  agree  to  execute   it  the 

number  than  sufficient :  but  on  that  point  tha  When  the   proportion  between   reward 

house  will   exercise  its   discretion.     As  to  service  is  our  object,  we  must  alwajra 

abuse,  I  am  convinced  that  very  few  trusts  in  sider  of  what  nature  the  service  is,  and 

the  ordinary  course  of  administration  have  sort  of  men  they  are   that  must  perform  fL 

admitted  less  abuse  than  this.   Efficient  minis-  What  is  just  payment  for  one  kind  €£  laboni^ 

ters  have  been  their  own  paymasters.    It  is  and  full  encouragement  for  one  kind  of  taleMii 

true.     But  their  very  partiality  hss  operated  is  fi^ud  and  discouragement  to  others.     Maaj 

as  a  kind  of  justice ;  sjid  still  it  was  service  of  the  great  offices  have  much  duty  to  do,  ani 

that  was  paid.  When  we  look  over  this  exche-  much  expense  cf  representation  to  mainlaia. 

quer  list,  we  find  it  filled  with  the  descendants  A  secretary  of  state,  for  instance,  must  B0( 

of  the  Walpoles,  of  the  Pelhams,  of  the  Town-  appear  sordid  in  the  eyes  of  the  ministecsel 

sfaends ;  names  to  whom  this  country  owes  its  other  nations ;  neither  ought  our   minialaii 

liberties ;  and  to  whom  his  majesty  owes  his  abroad  to  appear  contemptible  in  the  ooMti 

crown.    It  was  in  one  of  these  lines,  that  die  where  they  reside.    In  all  offices  of  d/ttf^ 

immense  and  envied  emplo3rment  he  now  hoMs,  there  is,  almost  necessarily,  a  great  negleel  if 

came  to  a  certain  duke,'*'  who  is  now  prc^  all  domestic  affairs.    A  person  in  hi^  oAos 

bably  sitting   quietly  at  a  very  good  dinner  can  rarely  take  a  view  of  his  family-house.   V 

directly  under  us,  and  acting  high  life  below  he  sees  that  the  state  takes  no  detnmenty  Ihi 

itair$f  whilst  we,  his  masters,  are  filling  our  state  must  see  that  his  affairs  should  tako  ■■ 

mouths  with  unsubstantial  sounds,  and  taJking  little. 

of  hungry  oeconomy  over  his  head.    But  he  is         I  will  even  go  so  far  as  to  affirm,  that  if  i 

the  elder  branch  of  an  ancient  and  decayed  were  willing  to  serve  in  such  situations 

house,  joined  to,  and  repaired  by  the  mwurd  out  salary,  they  ought  not  to  be  permitted  l» 

of  services  done  by  another.    I  respect  the  do  it.    Ordinary  service  must  be  secured  kf 

original  title,  and  the  ffirst  purchase  of  merited  the  motives  to  ordinary  integrity.    I  do  BOt 

wealth  and  honour  through  all  its  descents,  hesitate  to  say,  that  that  state  which  layn  iH 

through  all  its  transfers,  and  all  its  assign-,  foundation  in  rare  and  heroic  virtues,  wiS  W 

ments.    May  such  fountains  never  be  dried  sure  to  have  its  superstructure  ia  the 

up!   May  they  ever  flow  with  their  original  profligacy  and  comii>tion.    An  honourable  i 

purity,  and  refresh  and  fructify  the  ocMnmon*  fair  profit  is  the  best  security  against  ai 

wealth, for  ages!  and  rapacity;  as  in  all  things  cUe,  a  ia^iM 

Sir,  I  think  myself  bound  to  give  you  my  rea-  and  regulated  enjoyment  is  the  bttst  secori^ 

sons  as  clearly,  and  as  fully,  lor  stopping  in  the  against  debauchery  and  excess.  For  as  wealoi 

course  of  reformation,  as  for  proceeding  in  it.  is  power,  so  all  power  will  infallibly 

My  limits  are  the  rules  of  law ;  the  rules  of  wealth  to  itself  by  some  means  or  other: 

policy;  and  the  service  of  the  state.    This  is  when  men  are  left  no  way  of  ascertaining 

the  reason  why  I  am  not  able  to  intermeddle  profits  but  by  their  means  of  obtaining 

with  another  article,  which  seems  to  be  a  those  means  will  be  increased  to  infinity.  Thii 

is  true  in  all  the  parts  of  administiation,  ■■ 

•  Duke  of  NewcasUe,  whose  diningroom  Is  w>ll  as  in  the  whole.    If  any  individual 

under  the  house  of  commons.  to  decline  his  appouitmcnts,  it  might  ffnm 
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adnuitage  to  ostentatious  ambition  over  resistance  to  their  will,  which  will  be  made 
%fta^pretenling  senrice ;  it  might  breed  invidious  by  their  virtue,  their  petulance,  <ir  their  pride, 
^comparisons ;  it  might  tend  to  destroy  whatever  It  must  indeed  be  admitted,  that  many  of 
little  unity  and  agreement  may  be  found  among  the  nobility  are  as  perfectly  «viiling  to  act 
And  after  all,  when  an  ambitious  the  part  of  flatterers,  tale-bearf^rs,  parasitet| 
had  run  down  his  competitors  by  a  falla-  pimps,  and  buflbons,  as  any  of  tite  lowest  aad 
■hew  of  disinterestedness,  aiid    fixed  vilest  of  mankind  can  possibly  he.    But  they 
if  in  power  by  that  means,  what  security  are  not  properly  qualiiied  fur  thiii  object  (tf  ' 
Uiere  that  he  would  not  change  his  course,  their  ambition.    The  want  of  a  regular  edi»- 
daim  as  an  indemnity  ten  times  more  cation,  and  early  habits,  and  somt:  lurkiitg  re* 
he  haa  given  up  ?  mains  of  their  dignity,  will  never  permit  them 
This  rule,  like  every  other,  may  admit  its  to  become  a  match  for  an  Italian  eunuch,  a 
;epUons.    When  a  great  man  has  some  mountebank,  a  fkiler,  a  player,  or  any  re;<ular 
great  object  in  view  to  be  achieved  in  a  practitioner  of  that  tribe.    The  Roman  em- 
time,  it  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for  perours  almoet  from  the  beginning,  threw  them*- 
bim  to  walk  out  of  all  the  common  roads,  and  selves  into  such  hands ;  and  the  mischief  in- 
iffhis  fintune  permits  it,  to  hold  himself  out  as  creased  everyday  till  the  decline  and  final  ruin 
%  aplendid  example.     I  am  told,  that  somo-  of  the  empire.    It  is  therefore  of  very  great 
Uung  of  this  kind  is  now  doing  in  a  country  importance  (provided  the  thing  is  not  ovei^  • 
near  us.     But  this  is  for  a  ^ort  sace ;  the  done)  to  contrive  such  an  establishment  as 
Ivmining  tor  a  heat  or  two,  and  not  the  proper  must,  almost  whether  a  prince  will  or  not, 
tion  for  the  regular>stages  of  a  melho-  bring  into  daily  and  hourly  offices  about  hk 
journey.     I  am  speaking  of  establisb-  person,  a  great  number  of  his  first  nobilitj ; 
and  not  of  men*  and  it  is  rather  an  useful  prejudice  tliat  gives 
It  nay  be  expected.  Sir,  that  when  I  am  them  a  pride  in  such  a  servitude.  Though  they 
my  reasons  why  I  limit  myself  in  the  are  not  much  the  better  for  a  court,  a  court  will 
reduction  of  employments,  or  of  their  profits,  be  much  tlie  better  for  them.    I  have  therefore 
C  sixMiU  say  something  of  those  which  seem  not  attempted  to  reform  any  of  the  offices  of 
of  eminent  inutility  in  the  state ;  I  mean  the  honour  about  the  king's  person. 

of  officers  who  by  their  places  are         There  are,  indeed,  two  offices  in  his  stables 

on  the  person  of  the  king.    C<»isi-  which  are  sinecures.    By  the  change  of  man- 

_  the  commonwealth  merely  as  such,  and  ners,  and  indeed  by  the  nature  of  the  thing, 

lideruig  those  officers  only  as  relative  to  the  they  must  be  so;  I  mean  the  several  keepers 

purposes  of  the  state,  I  admit  that  they  ■  of  buck-hounds,  stag-hounds,  fox-hounds,  and 

of  no  use  at  all.     But  there  are  many  harriers.    They  answer  no  purpose  of  utility 

filings  in  the  constitution  of  establishments,  or  of  splendour.    These  I  propose  to  abolish. 

'^Uich  appear  of  little  value  on  the  first  view,  It  is  not  proper  that  great  noblemen  should  be 

in  a  secondary  and  oblique  manner,  keepers  of  dogs,  though  they  were  the  king's 

very  material  advantages.      It  was  dogs.    In  every  part  of  the  scheme,  I  have  en- 

ftiU  consideration  that  I  determined  not  to  deavoured  that  no  primary,  and  that  even  no 

any  of  the  offices  of  honour  about  the  secondary  service  of  tl)c  slate,  should  suffer  by 

I,  in  their  number,  or  their  emoluments,  its  frugsdity.     I  mean  to  touch  no  offices  but 

I  emoluments,  except  in  one  or  two  cases,  sucli  as  I  am  perfectly  sure  are  either  of  no  uso 

«io  not  much  more  than  answer  the  charge  of  at  all,  or  not  of  any  use  in  the  least  assignable 

attendance.    Men  of  condition  naturally  love  proportion  to  the  burthen  with  which  they  load 

Mo  be  about  a  court ;  and  women  of  condition  the  revenues  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  the  in* 

lore  it  much  more.    But  there  is  in  all  regular  fluence  with  which  they  oppress  the  freedom 

%ttendance,  so  much  of  constraint,  that  if  it  of  parliamentary  deliberation ;  for  which  rea* 

ymm*  a  mere  charge,  without  any  compensation,  son  there  are  but  two  offices  which  are  pro> 

yon  wouU  soon  have  the  court  deserted  by  all  perly  state  offices,  that  I  have  a  desire  !;# 

the  nobility  of  the  kingdom.  reform. 

Sir,  the  most  serious  mischiefs  would  follow         The  first  of  them  is  the  new  office  of  third 

ftem  ncfa  a  desertion.    Kings  are  naturally  scaniary  of  ttaUj  which  is  commonly  called 

lofers  of  low  company.    They  are  so  elevated  secretary  qf  tiaU  for  the  ooloniea. 
above  aU  the  rest  of  mankind,  that  they  must         We  know  that  ail  the  correspondence  qf  the 

look  upon  all  their  subjects  as  on  a  level,  colonies  had  been,  until  within  a  few  years, 

They  are  rather  apt  to  hate  than  to  love  cacried  on  by  the  southern  secre;ary  of  state, 

(heir  nobUity,  on  accourt  of  the  occasional  and  tliat  this  department  has  not  been 
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upon  account  of  Uie  weight  of  its  duties ;  but  If  this  durt  in  the  balance  should  be  thoa|^ 

oo  the  contrary,  much  sought,  on  account  of  its  too  heary,  it  may  be  divided  between  thmi 

patronage.    Indeed  he  must  be   poorly  ac^  both;  North  America   (whether  free  ori» 

quainted  with  the  history  of  office,  who  does  not  duced)  to  the  northern   secretary,  the  W«l 

know  how  very  lightly  the  American  functions  Indies  lo  the  southern.    It  is  not  neceamy 

have  always  lean«l  on  the  shoulders  of  the  mi-  that  I  should  say  more  upon  the  inutility  of  iIhi 

nisterial  Atlaa,  who  has  upheld  that  side  of  the  office.    It  is  burning  day-light.    But  betbre  1 

sphere.    Undoubtedly,  great  temper  and  judg-  have  done,  I  shall  just  remark,  that  the  hislaiy 

roent  was  requisite  in  the  management  (^  the  of  this  office  is  too  recent  to  suffer  us  to  fotget, 

colony  politics ;  but  the  official  detail  was  a  that  it  was  made  ibr  the  mere  convcnienee  of 

trifle.    Since  the  new  appointment,  a  train  of  the  arrangements  of  political  intrigue,  and  Ml 

wfortunate  accidents  has  brought  before  us  al-  for  the  service  of  the  state ;  that  it  was  nadei 

most  the  iNlu>le  correspondence  of  this  favou-  in  order  to  give  a  colour  to  an  exorbitant  ki" 

rite  secretary's  office,  since  the  first  day  of  its  crease  of  the  civil  list;  and  in  the  same  act  to 

establishment.    I  will  say  nothing  of  its  au»-  bring  a  new  accession  to  the  loaded 

picious  foundation  ;  of  the  quali^  of  its  cor-  heap  of  currupt  influence, 
respondence ;  or  of  the  effects  that  have  en-        There  is.  Sir,  another  office  which  was 

sued  from  it.    I  speak  merely  of  its  quaniit/ ;  long  since  closely  connected  with  this  of 

which  we  know  would  have  been  little  or  no  American  secretary ;  but  has  been  lately 

addition  to  the  trouble  of  whatever  office  had  rated  from  it  for  the  very  same  purpose  ht 

its  hands  the  fullest.     But  what  has  been  the  which  it  had  been  conjoined  ;  I  mean  the  sole 

real  conditicm  of  the  old  office  of  secretary  of  purpose  of  all  the  separations  and  all  the  eon 

state?    Have  their  velvet  bags,  and  their  red  junctions  that  have  been  lately  made~-a  jobw 

boxes,  been  so  full,  that  nothing  more  couM  —I  speak,  Sir,  of  the  board  of  trade  andpimtr^ 

possibly  bo  crammed  into  them?  tatiom.    This  board  is  a  sort  of  temperate  bed 

A  correspondence  of  a  curious  nature  has  of  influence ;  a    sort  of  gently    ripening  hol- 

been lately  published.^  In  that  correspondence,  house,  where  eight  members  of  paiiiamflat 

Sir,  we  find  the  opinion  of  a  noble  person,  who  receive  salaries  of  a  thousand  a  year,  Ibr  a 

is  thought  to  be  the  grand  manufacturer  of  ad-  certain  given  time,  in  order  to  mature  at  a 

ministrations ;  and  therefore  the  best  judge  of  proper   season,    a    claim    to  two    thounady 

the  quality  of  his  work.    He  was  of  opinion,  granted  for  doing  less,  and  on  the  credit  of 

that  there  was  but  one  man  of  diligence  and  having  toiled  so  long  in  that  inferiour  labori- 

industry  in  the  whole  administration — it  was  ous  department. 

the  late  earl  of  Suffolk.    The  noble  lord  la-         I  have  known  that  board,  off  and  on,  ibr  a 

mented  very  justly,  that  this  statesman,  of  so  great  number  of  years.'   Both  of  its  preteadad 

much  mental  vigour,  was  almost  wholly  dis-  objects  have  been   much  the  objects   of  agr 

abled  from  the  exertion  of  it,  by  his  bodily  in-  study,  if  I  have  a  right  to  call  any  pursuUs  of 

firmities.  Lord  Suffolk,  dead  to  the  state,  long  mine  by  so  respectable  a  name.    I  can  aanre 

before  he  was  dead  to  nature,  at  last  paid  his  the  house,  and  I  hope  they  will  not  think  tint 

tribute  to  the  common  treasury  to  which  we  I  risk  my  little  credit  lightly,  that,  withoot' 

must  all  be  taxed.  But  so  little  want  was  fixmd  meaning  to  convey  the  least  reflection  iqxia  mtf 

even  of  his  intentional  industry,  that  the  office,  one  of  its  members  past  or  present,— 'it  ■  a 

vacant  in  reality  to  its  duties  long  before,  con-  board  which,  if  not  mischievoi  i,  is  of  no  an 

tinned  vacant  even  in  nomination  and  appoint-  at  all. 

ment  for  a  year  after  his  death.   The  whole  of        You  will  bo  convinced,  Su ,  that  I  am  aal 

the  laborious  and  arduous  correspondence  of  mistaken,  if  you  reflect  bow  generally  ;t  at 

this  empire,  rested  solely  upon  the  activity  and  true,  that  commerce,  the  principal  cbject  af 

energy  of  Lord  Weymouth.  that  office,  flourishes  most  when  it  is  Mn 

It  is  therefore  demonstrable,  since  one  dili-  itself.    Interest,  the  great  guide  of  couaaerca^ 

gent  man  was  fully  equal  to  the  duties  of  the  is  not  a  blind  one.'    It  is  very  well  able  to 

two  offices,  that  two  diligent  men  will  be  equal  find  its  own  way ;  and  its  necessities  are  ilo 

to  the  duty  of  three.    The  business  of  the  best  laws.    But  if  it  were  possible,  in  the  aa- 

new  oflke  which  I  shall  propose  to  you  to  ture  of  things,  that  the  young  should  diiad 

suppress,  is  by  no  means  too  mudi  to  be  re-  the  old,  and  the  inexperienced  instruct  4m 

uiraed  to  either  of  the  secretaries  which  remain,  knowing ;  if  a  board  in  the  state  was  the  best 

tutor  for  the  counting-house ;  if  the  deskoo^jht 

♦  Letters  between  Dr.  Addlngton  and  Sir  James  ^  read  lectures  to  the  anvil,  and  the  peo  to 

Wright.  usup  the  place  of  the  shuttle— yet  in  a^f 
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Liter  of  regulation,  we  know  that  board  must  in  the  article  of  convulsed  or  orer-laid  childrei^ 

Lct  with  as  little  authority  as  skill    The  pre-  who  have  hardly  stepped  over  the  threshoid  of 

>gmtive  of  the  crown  is  utterly  inadequiAc  life. 

the  object ;  because  all  regulations  are,  in  It  was  buried  with  liule  ceremony ;  and 

ftlieir  nature,  restrictive  of  some  liberty.    In  never  more  thought  of,  until  the  reign  ^  King 

mile  reign,  indeed,  of  Charla  the  JRtnt,  the  JVUHamf  when  in  the  strange  vicissitude  <j 

^sonncil,  or  committees  of  council,  were  never  negi^t  and  rigour,  of  good  and  ill  succesa  thai 

^  moment  unoccupied,  with  affairs  of  trade,  attended  his  wars,  in  the  year  1695,  the  trade 

Silt    even  where   they  had  no  ill  intention  was  distressed  beyond  all  example  of  (bimtr 

^which  was  sometimes  the  case)  trade  and  sufferings,   by  the   piracies   of  the   Frsneh 

■Bmnufacture  suffered  infinitely  from  their  in-  cruisers.    This  suffering  incensed,  and,  aa  it 

judicious  tamperings.    But  since  that  period,  should  seem,  very  justly  incensed,  the  house 

"Vi^Moever  regulation  is  wanting  (for  I  do  not  of  commons.    In  this  ferment  they  struck,  not 

cleny,  that  sometimes  it  may  be  wanting)  par-  only  at  the  administration,  but  at  the  very 

liaiDent  constantly  sits;  and  parliament  alone  constitution ofthe executive  government.  Thtf 

%M  competent  to  such  regulatioc.     We  want  attempted  to  form  in  parliament  a  board  for 

vo  instructions  from  boards  of  trade,  or  from  the  protection  of  trade ;  which,  as  they  planned 

maj  other  board ;  and  Grod  forbid  we  jihould  it,  was  to  draw  to  itself  a  great  part,  if  not 

^ve  the  least  attention  to  their  reports.    Par-  the  whole,  of  the  functions  and  powers,  both  of 

liamentary  inquiry  is  the  only  mode  of  obtai-  the  admiralty,  and  ofthe  treasury;  and  thnti 

ning  parliamentary  information.  There  is  more  by' a  parliamentary  delegation  of  office  and 

rad  knowledge  to  be  obtained,  by  attending  officers,  they  threatened  absolutely  to  separate^ 

9be  detail  of  business  in  the  committees  above  these  departments  from  the  whole  system  of 

stairs,  than  ever  did  come,  or  ever  vrill  come  the  executive  government,  and  of  course  to 

£om  any  board  in  this  kingdom,  or  from  all  of  vest   the  most    leading  and    essential  of  tta 

ihera  tf^ther.    An  assiduous  member  of  par-  attributes   in  this  board.    As   the  executive 

liaraenl  will  not  bo  the  worse  instructed  there,  government  was  in  a  manner  convicted  of  a 

lor  not  being  paid  a  thousand  a  year  for  lear-  dereliction  of  its  functions,  it  was  with  infi* 

ning  his  lesson.    And  now  that  I  speak  ofthe  nito  difficulty,  that  this  blow  was  warded  off 

ooounittees  above  stairs,   I   must  say,  that  in  tliat  session.    There  was  a  threat  to  renew 

having  till  lately  attended  them  a  good  deal,  I  the  same  in  the  next.     To  prevent  the  efieot 

oave  observed  that  no  description  of  members  of  this  manoeuvre,  the  court  opposed  another 

give  so  little  attendance,  either  to  communi-  manceuvre  to  it;  and  in  the  year  1696,  called 

cate,  or  to  obtain  instruction  upon  matters  of  into  life  this  board  of  trade,  which  had  alept 

ooounerce,  as  the  honourable  members  of  the  since  167S. 

grave  board  of  trade.    I  really  do  not  recollect  This,  in  a  few  words,  is  the  history  of  the 

that  I  have  ever  seen  one  of  them  in  that  sort  regeneration  of  the  board  of  trade.     It  has 

of  business.     Possibly  some  members  may  perfectly  answered  its  purposes.     It  was  in- 

have  better  memories ;  and  may  call  to  mind  tended  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 

some  job  that  may  have  accidentally  brought  to  compose  the  ferment  that  was  then  strongly 

one  or  other  of  them,  at  one  time  or  other,  to  working  in  parlianMnt.    The  courtiers  were 

attend  a  matter  of  commerce.  too  happy  to  be  able  to  substitute  a  board, 

Tliis  board.  Sir,  has  had  both  its  original  which  they  knew  would  bo  useless,  in  the  plaee 

Smnation,  and  its  regeneration,  in  a  job.    In  of  one  that  they  feared  would  be  dangerooa. 

a  job  it  was  ctmceived,  and  in  a  job  its  mother  Thus  the  board  of  trade  was  reproduced  in  a 

brought  it  forth.    It  made  one  among  those  job;  and  |>erhaps  it  is  the  only  instance  of  a 

riiowy  and  specious  impositions,  which  one  public  body,  which  has  never  degenerated; 

cf  the  ex(>eriment-making  administrations  of  but  to  this  hour  preserves  ail  the  health  and 

dtfies  the  Second  held  out  to  delude  the  peo*  vigour  of  its  primitive  institution, 

pie,  and  to  be  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  This  board  of  trade  and  plantations  has  not 

real  service  which  they  might  expect  firom  a  been  of  any  use  to  the  colonies,  as  cohxiioa; 

parliament  annually  sitting.    It  was  intendcnl,  so  little  of  use,  that  the  fkMirishing  settlements 

ibo  to  corrupt  that  body  whenever  it  should  bo  of  New  England,  of  Virginia,  and  of  Mary* 

permitted  to  sit.     It  was  projected  in  the  year  land,  and  all  our  wealthy  colonies  in  the  West 

1668,   and   it  continued  in  a  tottering  and  Indies,  were  of  a  date  prior  to  the  first  board 

rickety  diiklhood  for  about  three  or  four  years,  of  Charles  tho  Second.    Pennsylvania  and 

f»  it  died  in  the  year  1673,  a  babe  of  as  little  Carolina  were  settled  during  its  dark  quarter, 

kopea  as  ever  swelled  the  bills  of  mortality  in  the  interval  between  tpo  extinction  of  liw 
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6nt,  aud  the  fbnnatioD  of  the  second  board,  aoquiiitioos  of  unregulated  industry,  that  any 

Two  colonies  alone  owe  their  origin  to  that  thing  which  deserves  the  name  of  a  colony  i^^ 

board.    Georgia,  which,  till  lately,  has  made  that  province,  has  been  formed.    It  has  been 

a  very  slow  progress;  and  never  did  make  formed  by  overBowings    from  the   exuberant 

any  progress  at  all,  until  it  wholly  got  rid  of  all  population  of  New  England,  and   by  emi* 

the  regulatioos  which  the  board  of  trade  had  gratioo  from  other  parts  of  Nova  Scotia  of 

moulded  into  its  original  constitution,    ^hat  nigitives  from  the  protection  of  the  board  oC 

colony  has  cost  the  natiou  very  great  sums  of  traide. 

money ;  whereas  the  cdonies  which  have  had         But  if  all  of  these  things  were  not  more  thtm 

the  fortune  of  not  being  godfathered  by  the  sufficient  to  prove  to  you  the  inutility  of  that 

board  of  trade  never  cost  the  nation  a  shil-  expensive  establishment,  I  will  desire  yoa  to 

ling,  except  what  has  been  so  prq>erly  spent  recollect,  Sir,   that  those  who  may  be  ^itty 

in  losing  them.    But  the  colony  of  Georgia,  ready  to  defend  it,  are  very  cautious   ham 

weak  as  it  was,  carried  with  it  to  the  last  they  employ  it ;  cautious  how  they  employ  k 

hoar,  and  carries,  even  in  its  present  dead  even  in  appearance  and  pretence.    They  are 

oallid  visage,  the  perfect  resembhuKe  of  its  afraid  they  should  lose  the  benefit  of  its  infiu* 

parents.    It  always  had,  and  it  now  has,  an  ence  in  parliament,  if  they  seemed  to  keep  it 

etiablufaneni  paid  by  the  public  of  England,  up  for  any  other  purpose.    If  ever  there  were 

for  the  sake  of  the  influence  of  the  crown ;  commercial  points  of  great  weight,  and  most 

that  colony  having  never  been   able  or  wil-  closely  connected  with  our  dependencies,  they 

ling  to  take   upon  itself  the  expense  of  its  are  those  which  have  been  agitated  and  deei* 

proper  government,  or  its  own  appropriated  ded  in  parliament  since  I  came  into  it.    Whidi 

jobs.  of  the  innumerable  regulations  since  made  had 

The   province   of  Nova  Scotia   was  the  their  origin  or  their  improvement  in  the  board 

youngest  and  the  favourite  child  of  the  board,  of  trade  ?    Did  any  of  the  several  East  India 

Good  God !  What  sums  the  nursing  of  that  bills  which  have  been  successively  produced 

ill-thriven,  hard-visaged,  and  ill-favoured  brat,  since   1767,  originate  there?    Did  anyone 

has  cost  to  this  wittol  nation !  Sir,  this  colony  dream  of  referring  them,  or  any  part  of  them 

has  stood  us  in  a  sum  of  not  less  than  seven  thither  ?    Was  any  body  so  ridiculous  as  even 

hundred  thousand  pounds.    To  thisjday  it  has  to  think  of  it  ?    If  ever  there  was  an  occasion 

made  no  repa3rment — It  does  not  even  support  on  which  the  board  was  fit  to  be  consulted,  it 

those  offices  of  expense,  which  are  miscalled  was  with  regard  to  the  acts  that  were  prfr- 

its  government ;  the  whole  of  that  job  still  lies  ludes  to  the  American  war,  or  attendant  on  its 

upon  the  patient,  callous  shoulders  of  the  peo-  commencement :  those  acts  were  full  of  con^ 

pie  of  England.  mercial  regulations,  such  as  they  were— Ifae 

Sir,  I  am  going  to  state  a  fact  to  you,  that  intercourse  bill ;  the  prohibitory  biD  ;  the  (Sab- 
will  serve  to  set  in  full  sunshine  the  real  value  of  ery  bill.  If  the  board  was  not  concerned  a 
formality  and  official  superintendance.  There  such  things,  in  what  particular  was  it  though 
was  in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  one  little  fit  that  it  should  be  concerned  ?  In  the  course 
neglected  comer,  the  country  of  the  neutral  of  all  thesd  bills  through  the  house,  I  obserred 
Prtnch ;  which  having  the  good  fortune  to  es-  the  members  of  that  board  to  be  rcnuukably 
capo  the  fostering  care  of  both  France  and  cautious  of  intermeddling.  They  understood 
England,  and  to  have  been  shut  out  firom  the  decorum  better ;  they  know  that  matters  of 
protection  and  regulation  of  councils  of  com-  trade  and  plantations  are  no  business  of  theirs, 
merce,  and  of  boards  of  trade,  did,  in  silence;  There  were  two  very  recent  occasions, 
without  notice,  and  without  assistance,  increase  which,  if  the  idea  of  any  use  for  the  board  had 
*o  a  considerable  degree.  But  it  seems  our  not  been  extinguished  by  prescription,  ap- 
oation  had  more  skill  and  ability  in  destroying  pcarcd  loudly  to  call  for  their  interference, 
than  in  settling  a  colony.  In  the  lost  war  we  When  commissioners  were  sent  to  pay  bis 
did,  in  my  opinion,  most  inhumanly,  and  upon  majesty's  and  o«ir  dutiful  respects  to  the  con- 
pretences  that  in  the  eye  of  an  honest  man  are  gross  of  tlie  United  States,  a  part  of  their 
not  worth  a  farthing,  root  out  this  poor  iiuioccnt  powers  under  the  commission  were,  it  seems, 
deserving  people,  whom  our  utter  inability  to  of  a  commercial  nature.  They  were  autho- 
govem,  or  to  reconcile,  gave  us  no  sort  of  right  rizod  in  the  most  ample  and  undefined  man- 
to  extirpate.  Whatever  the  merits  of  that  ncr,  to  form  a  commercial  treaty  with  Ame- 
extirpatlon  roighL  have  been,  it  was  on  the  rica  on  the  spot.  This  was  no  trivial  olgecL 
footsteps  of  a  neglected  people,  it  was  on  the  As  the  formation  of  such  a  treaty  would  neces- 
fimdof  onconstrain^  poverty,  it  was  on  the  sarilv  have  been  no  less  than  the  breaking  tn 
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wi  our  whole  commercial  system,  and  the  a  restrained  benefit  naturally  required  mnch 

^ring  it  an  entire  new  form ;  one  would  ima-  detailed  management  and  positive  regu'iatioii. 

^ne,  that  the  board  of  trade  would  hare  sat  But  neither  the  qualified  propositions  wbkh 

day  and  night,  to  model  propositions,  which,  were  received,  nor  those  other  qualified  pro- 

<n  cMr  side,  might  serve  as  a  basis  to  that  positions  whidi  were  rejected  by  minislan, 

treaty.    No  sudi  thing.    Their  learned  lei-  were  the  least  concern  of  theirs,  or  were  they 

sore  was  not  in  the  least  interrupted,  though  ever  thought  of  in  the  business. 

oie  of  the  members  of  the  board  was  a  com-  It  is  therefore,  Sir,  on  the  opinion  of  paring 

nissioner,  and  might,  in  mere  compliment  to  ment,  on  the  opinion  of  the  ministers,  and  wm 

lus  office,  have  been  supposed  to  make  a  show  on  their  owi^ opinion  of  their  inutility,  that  I 

«f  deliberation  on  the  subject.    But  he  knew  shall  propose  to  you  to  nipprest  the  board  of 

that  his  colleagues  would  have  thought  he  trade  and  plantationi ;  and  to  recommit  all  its 

laughed  in  their  faces,  had  he  attempted  to  business  to  the  council  from  whence  it  was 

bring  any  thing  the  most  distantly  relating  to  very  improvidently  taken ;  and  which  busi- 

"ynmerce  or  colonies  before  them.    A  noble  ness,  (whatever  it  might  be,)  was  much  better 

penon,  engaged  in  the  same  commission,  and  done,  and  without  any  expense ;  and  indeed 

isnt  to  learn  his  commercial  rudiments  in  New  where  in  effect  it  may  all  come  at  last.    Al- 

York,  (then  under  the  operation  of  an  act  for  most  all  that  deserves  the  name  of  bosinsM 

the  universal  prohibition  of  trade,)  was  soon  there,  is  the  reference  of  the  plantation  adi  to 

afbr  put  at  the  head  of  that  board.    This  con-  the  opinion  of  gentlemen  of  the  law.    But  att 

tempt  firom  the  present  ministers  of  all  the  this  may  be  done,  as  the  Irish  business  of  the 

pretended  functions  of  that  board,  and  their  same  nature  has  alwa3rs  been  done,  by  the 

manner  of  breathing  into  its  very  soul,  of  council,  and  with  a  reference  to  the  attorney 

inspiring  it  with  its  animating  and  presiding  and  solicitor  general. 

principle,  puts  an  end  to  all  dispute  concerning  There  are  some  regulations  in  the  house- 

their  opinion  of  the  clay  it  was  made  of.    But  hold,  relative  to  the  officers  of  the  yeomen  of 

I  wfll  give  them  heaped  measure.  the  guards,  and  the  officers  and  band  of  gen* 

It  was  but  the  other  day,  that  the  noUe  lord  tlemen  pensioners,  which  I  shall  likewise  iutn 

in  the  blue  riband  carried  up  to  the  house  of  mit  to  your  consideration,  fur  the  purpose  of 

peers,  two  acts,  altering  I  think  much  for  the  regulating  establishments,  which  at  present 

oetter,  but  altering  in  a  great  degree,  our  whole  are  much  abused. 

ooimnercial  system.    Those  acts,  I  mean,  for  I  have  now  finished  all,  that  for  the  preeent 

giving  a  free  trade  to  Ireland  in  woollens  and  in  I  shall  trouble  you  with  on  the  plan  of  re* 

ill  things  else,  with  independent  nations,  and  duction.    I  mean  next  to  propose  to  you  the 

giving  them  an  equal  trade  to  our  own  colo-  pian  of  tarangement,  by  which   I  mean  to 

nfes.    Here  too  the  novelty  of  this  great,  but  appropriate  and  fuc  tlic   civil  list  money  to 

arduous  and  critical  improvement  of  S3rstem,  its  several  services  according  to   their  BSf- 

woiik)  make  you  conceive  that  the  anxious  soli-  ture ;  for  I  am  thoroughly  sensible,  that  if  a 

ntode  of  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  riband,  discretion,  wholly  arbitrary  can  be  exerciMd 

wonkl  have  wholly  destroyed  the  plan  of  sum-  over  the  civil  list  revenue,  although  the  moet 

mer  recreation  of  that  board,  by  references  to  effectual  methods  may  be  taken  to  prevent  the 

examine,  compare,  and  digest  matters  for  par-  inferiour  departments  from    exceeding  their 

Gsment — ^You  would  imagine,  that  Irish  com-  bounds,  the  plan  of  reformation  will  still  be 

nussioners  of  customs,  and  English  coramis-  left  very  imperfect.     It  will  not,  in  my  opi- 

siooers   of  customs,   and   commissioners  of  nion,  be  safe  to  permit  an  entirely  arbitniry 

excise,  that  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  discretion  even  in  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury 

every  denomination,  had  daily  crowded  their  himself;  it  will  not  be  safe  to  leave  with  bin 

outer  rooms.    NU  homm.   The  perpetual  vir-  a  power  of  diverting  the  public  money  ftoHi 

tual  adjournment,  and  the  unbroken  sitting  its  proper  objects,  of  paying  it  in  an  irregular 

vacation  of  that  board,  was  no  more  disttsrbed  course,  or  of  inverting  perhaps  the  order  of 

by  the  Irish  than  by  the  plantation  conmierce,  time,  dictated  by  the  proportion  of  vahie, 

or  any  other  commerce.  ,  The  same  matter  which  ought  to  regulate  his  application  of 

made  a  large  part  of  the  business  which  ocqu-  payment  to  service. 

pied  the  house  for  two  sessions  before ;  and  as  I  am  sensible  too,  that  tlie  very  operation 

our  ministers  were  not  then  mellowed  by  the  of  a  plan  of  oeconomy  which  tends  to  exoae> 

mild,  emollient,  and  engaging  blandishments  rate  the  civil  list  of  expensive  establtshments, 

of  our 'dear  sister,  into  all  the  tcndemen  of  may  in  some  sort  defeat  the  capital  end  we 

ocqualified  surrender,  the  bounds  and  limits  of  have  in  view,  the  independence  of  parliament 
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and  that  in  remoring  the  public  and  ostensible  ten  are  the  links  of  our  coonectioo  with  otlMT 
means  of  influence,  we  may  increase  the  fund  nations.  They  axe  not  upon  the  spot  to  d»> 
of  private  corruption.  I  have  thought  of  some  mand  payment,  and  are  th^efore  the  most  likely 
methods  to  prevent  an  abuse  of  surplus  cash  to  be,  as  in  fact  they  have  sometimes  been,  e«* 
under  discretionary  application ;  I  mean  the  tirely  ^neglected,  to  the  great  disgrace,  and 
heads  of  aeeret  $erviee,  qtedal  terviee^  wm/mt  pertMtps  the  great  detriment  of  the  nation. 
paymenUf  and  the  like;  which  I  hope,  will  In  the  third  class,  I  would  Imng  all  the 
answer,  and  which  in  due  time  I  shah  lay  tradesmen  who  supi^y  the  crovm  by  rontract, 
before  you.    Where  I  am  unable  to  limit  the     or  otherwise. 

quantity  of  the  sums  to  be  applied,  by  reason        In  the  fourth  class,  I  place  all  the  domestic 

of  the  uncertain  quantity  of  the  service,  I  servants  of  the  king,  and  all  persoin  in  effi* 

endeavour  to  confine  it  to  its  ^tne;  to  secure  cient  offices,  whose  salaries  do  not  exceed  two 

an  indefinite  application  to  the  definite  service  hundred  poundrtt  year, 
to  which  it  belongs ;  not  to  stop  the  progress        In  the  fifth,  upon  account  of  honour,  which 

of  expense  in  its  line,  but  to  confine  it  to  that  ought  to  give  place  to  nothing  but  charity  and 
line  in  which  it  professes  to  move.  rigid  justice',  I  would  {Jace  the  pensions  and 

But  that  part  of  my  (dan.  Sir,  upcm  which  I  allowances  of  his  majesty's  royal  family,  com* 

principally  rest,  that,  on  which  I  rely  for  the  prehending  of  C9urse  the  queen,  together  wida 

purpose  of  binding  up  and  securing  the  whole,  the  stated  allowance  of  the  privy  purse, 
is  to  establish  a  fixed  and  invariable  order  in        In  the  sixth  class,  I  place  those  efficient  of  • 

all  its  payments,  which  it  shall  not  be  permits  fices  of  duty,  whose  salaries  may  exceed  tlie 

ted  to  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  upon  any  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
pretence  whatsoever,  to  depart  fixnn.    I  there-         In  tlie  seventh  class,  that  mixed  mass  ths 

fore  divide  the  civil  list  payment  into  nine  whole  pension  list. 

classes,  putting  each  class  forward  according        In  tno  eighth,  the  offices  of  honour  about  thi 

to  the  importance  or  justice  of  the  demand,  kins^. 

and  to  the  inability  of  the  persons  entitled  to        In  the  ninth,  and  the  last  of  all,  the  salaries 

onffarce  their  pretensions ;  that  is,  to  put  those  and  pensions  of  the  first  lord  of  the  treasmr 

first  who  have  the  most  efficient  offices,  or  himself,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  an^ 

claim  the  justest  debts ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  other  commissioners  of  the  treasury, 
from  the  character  of  that  description  of  men,        If  by  any  possible  mismanagement  of  that 

from  the  retiredness  or  the  remoteness  of  their  part  of  the  revenue  which  is  lefl  at  dLscretioB, 

situation,  or  from  their  want  of  weight  and  or  by  any  other  mode  of  prodigality,  cash  shodd 

poworto  enforce  their  pretensions,  or  from  their  bo  deficient  for  the  payment  of  the  lowest 

being  entirely  subject  to  the  power  of  a  mini»-  classes,  I  pro|>ose,  that  the  amount  of  those  sala- 

ter,  without  any  reciprocal  power  of  awing,  ries  where  the  deficiency  may  happen  to  faB, 

oug^t  to  be  the  most  considered,  and  are  the  shall  not  be  caried  as  debt  to  the  account  of  the 

most  likely  to  be  neglected ;  all  these  I  place  succeeding  year,  but  that  it  shall  be  entirdy 

in  the  hi^est  classes :  I  place  in  the  lowest  lapsed,  sunk  and  lost;  so  that  government  will  be 

those  whos^  functions  are  of  the  least  impor-  enabled  to  start  in  the  race  of  every  new  year, 

tance,  but  whose  persons  or  rank  are  oAen  of  wholly  unloaded,  fresh  in  wind  and  in  vigour, 

the  greatest  power  and  influence.  Hereafter  no  civil  list  debt  can  over  comi^ 

In  the  first  class  I  place  the  judges,  as  of  upon  the  public.    And  those  who  do  not  con 

the  first  importance.    It  is  the  public  justice  sider  this  as  saving,  because  it  is  not  a  cet 

that  holds  the  community  together;  the  ease,  tain  sum,  do  not  ground  their  calculations  ol 

therefore,  and  independence   of  the  judges,  tho  future  on -tlieir  experience  of  the  past, 
ought  to  supersede  aU  other  considerations,  and         I  know  of  no  mode  of  preserving  the  efTe^ 

they  ought  to  be  the  very  last  to  feel  the  ne>  tual  execution  of  any  duty,  but  to  make  it  the 

cessities  of  the  state,  or  to  be  obliged  either  to  direct  interest  of  the  executive  officer  that  it 

court  or  bully  a  minister  for  their  right :  they  shall  be  faithfully  performed.    Assuming,  then, 

ought  to  bo  as  toeak  soUcUars  on  their  own  tie-  that  the  present  vast  allowance  to  the  civil 

mands,  as  strenuous  asserters  of  the  rights  and  list  is  perfectly  adequate  to  all  its  purposes, 

liberties  of  others.    The  judges  are,  or  ougiit  if  there  should  be  any  failure,  it  must  be  from 

to  be,  of  a  reserved  and  retired  character,  and  the  mismanagement  or  neglect  of  he  first  com  * 

wholly  unconnected  with  the  political  world.  missioner  of  the  treasury  ;  since,  upon  the 

In  the  second  class,  I  place  the  foreign  mi-  proposed  plan,  there  can  be  no  expense  of  any 

ftisters.    The  judges  are  the  links  of  our  con-  consequence,  which  he  is  not  himself  previ* 

Dections  with  one  another  ;  the  foreign  minis-  ously  to  authorize  and  finally  to  controul.    It  w 
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vKorefore  just,  as  well  as  politic,  that  the  lo«  sire,  than  if  he  had  knocked  them  down  with 
«lioukl  attach  upon  the  delinquency.  his  staff—'*  Sir,  (or  my  Lord,)  you  are  calling 
If  the  &ilure  (rom  the  delinquency  should  for  my  own  salary — Sir,  you  are  calling  for  the 
t>«  rery  considerable,  it  will  fiJl  on  the  class  appointments  of  my  colleagues  who  sit  about 
directly  abore  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  as  me  in  oflk»— Sir,  you  are  going  to  excite  a 
Mrell  as  upon  himself  and  his  board.    It  will  mutiny  at  court  against  mo— you  are  going  to 
«n,  as  it  ought  to  fall,  upon  offices  of  no  pri-  estrange  his  majesty's  confidence  from  me, 
mary  importance  in  the  state  ;  but  then  it  will  through  the  chambeHain,  or  the  master  of  the 
\ll  upon  persons,  whom  it  will  be  a  matter  horse,  or  the  groom  of  the  stole.*' 
4sC  no  slight  importance  for  a  minister  to  pn^        As  things  now  stand,  every  man  in  propoi^ 
v<oke — it  will  fall  upon  persons  of  the  first  rank  tion  to  his  consequence  at  court,  tends  to  add 
•jsd  consequence  in  the  kingdom ;  upon  those  to  the  expense  of  the  civil  list,  by  all  manner 
^^K>  are  nearest  to  the  king,  and  frequently  of  jobs,  if  not  for  himself,  yet  for  his  depen- 
have  a  more  interiour  credit  with  him  than  dents.    When  the  new  plan  is  established, 
tbe  minister  himself    It  will  fall  upon  masters  those  who  are  now  suitors  for  jobs,  will  become 
of  the  horse,  upon  lord  chamberlains,  upon  the  most  strenuous  opposers  of  them.    They 
lord  stewards,  upon  grooms  of  the  stole,  and  will  have  a  common  interest  with  the  minister 
lords   of  the   bed-chamber.    The   household  in  public  (economy.    Every  class,  as  it  stands 
troops  form  on  army,  who  will  be  ready  to  low,  will  become  security  for  the  payment  of 
mutiny  for  want  of  pay,  and  whose  mutiny  the  preceding  dass  ;    and  thus  the  persoa* 
will  be  realfy  dreadful  to  a  commander  in  chief,  whose  insignificant  services  defi-aud  those  th&t 
^  rebellion  of  the.  thirteen  lords  of  the  bed-  are  usefol,  would  then  become  interested  in 
chamber  would  be  far  more  terrible  to  a  mi-  their  payment.    Then  the  powerful,  instead 
nbter,  and  would  probably  affect  his  power  of  oppressing  would  be  obliged  to  support  the 
more  to  the  quick,  than  a  revolt  of  thirteen  oo-  weak  ;  and  idleness  would  become  concerned 
ionics.    What  an  uproar  such  an  event  wouM  in  the 'reward  of  iiKiustry.    The  whole  fabric 
create  at  court !    What  petithna,  and  commit^  of  the  civil  (economy  would  become  compact 
I,  and  aatoaatiortij  would  it  not  produce!  and  connected  in  all   its  parts;  it  would  be 
me !  what  a  cJattering  of  white  sticks  formed   into   a  well-organized  body,   where 
yellow  sticks  would  be  about  his  head —  every  member  contributes  to  the  support  of  the 
what  a  storm  of  gold  keys  would  fly  about  the  whole :  and  where  oven  the  lazy  stomach  so- 
lars   of  the    minister — what    a    shower    of  cures  the  vigour  of  the  active  arm. 
Cieorges,  and  Thistles,  and  medals,  and  col-         This  plan,  I  really  flatter  myself,  is  laid,  not 
lars  v£  SJS.  would  assail  him  at  his  first  en-  in  official  formality,  nor  in  airy  speculation, 
trance  into  the  antichamber,  afler  an  insolvent  but  in  real  life,  and  in  human  nature,  in  what 
Christmas  quarter.    A  tumult  which  couM  not  "  comes  homo  (as  Bacon  says)  to  the  bu- 
he  appeased  by  all  the  harmony  of  the  new  siness  and  bosoms  of  men."    You  have  noW| 
year's  ode.      Rebellion   it   is  certain    there  Sir,  before  you,  the  whole  of  my  scheme,  as 
would  be ;  and  rebellion  may  not  now  indeed  for  as  I  have  digested  it  into  a  form,  that 
be  so  critical  an  event  to  those  who  engage  in  might  be  in  any  tospcct  worthy  of  your  con- 
it,  since  its  price  is  so  correctly  ascertained  at  sideration. — [  intend  to  lay  it  before  you  in 
just  a  thousand  poimd.  five  bills.'*'     The  plan  consists,  indeed,  of 
Sir,  this  classing,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  sen-  many  parts,  but  they  stand  upon  a  few  plain 
ons  and  solid  security  for  tho  performance  of  a  principles.    It  is  a  plan  which  takes  nothing 
minister's  duty.    Lord  Coke   says,  Uiat  the  from  tlie  civil  list  without  discharging  it  of  a 
staff  was  put  into  tho  treasurer's  hand  to  en-  biu'then  equal  to  the  sum  carried  to  the  public 
able  him  to  support  himself  when  there  was  service.    It  weakens  no  one  fugction  neces- 
DO  money  in  the  exchequer,  and  to  beat  away  sary  lo  government ;  but  on  tlie  contrary,  by 
importunate  solicitors.    The  method,  which  I  appropriating  supply  to  service,  it  gives  it 
propose,  would  hinder  him  from  the  necessity  greater  vigour.      It  provides  the   means  of 
of  such  a  broken  staff  to  lean  on,  or  such  a  order  and  foresight  to  a  minister  of  finance, 
miserable  weapon  for  repulsing  the  demands  which  may  always  keep  all  the  objects  of  his 
of  worthless  suitors,  who,  the  noble  lord  in  the  office,  and  their  state,  condition,  and  relations, 
bbe  riband  knows,  will  bear  many  hard  blows  distinctly  before  him.     It  brings  forward  ac 
on  the  head,  and  many  other  indignities,  before  counts  without  hurrying  and  distressing  tho 
they  are  driven  from  the  treasury.    In  tliis  accountants  ;    whilst  it  provides    for  publit 
plan,  he  is  furnished  with  an  answer  to  all 
(heir  importunity ;  an  answer  far  more  conchi-  ♦  Titles  of  the  bills  road 
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couvunience,   it  regards  private  rights.     It  sinister  and  servile  dexterity,  for  th«  pirpfme 

eztmi^ishes  secret  corruption  almost  to  the  of  evading  our  duty,  and  defrauding  our  eiD- 

possibility  of  its  ejustence.    It  destroys  direct  ployers,  who  are  oar  natural  lords,  of  the  ob- 

aad  visiUe  influence  equal  to  the  offices  of  at  ject  of  their  just  expectations.    I  think  the 

least  fifly  members  of  parliament.    Lastly,  it  whole  not  only  practicable,'  but  practicable  in 

prevents  the  provision  for  his  majesty's  chil-  a  very  short  time.    If  we  are  in  earnest  about 

dren,  from  being  diverted  to  the  political  pur-  it,  and  if  we  exert  that  industry,  and  those 

poses  of  his  minister.  talents  in  forwarding  the  work,  which  I  am 

These  are  the  points,  on  which  I  rely  for  afraid  may  be  exerted  in  impeding  it — I  eo- 
the  merit  of  the  plan :  I  pursue  ceconomy^in  a  gage,  that  the  whole  may  be  put  in  complete 
secondary  view,  and  only  as  it  is  connected  execution  within  a  year.  For  my  own  peit, 
with  these  great  objects.  I  am  persuaded,  I  have  very  little  to  recommend  me  for  this  or 
that  even  for  supply  this  scheme  will  be  far  tor  any  task,  but  a  kind  of  earnest  and  anxioun 
from  unfruitful,  lif  it  be  executed  to  the  extent  perseverance  of  mmd,  which,  with  all  its  good 
I  propose  it.  I  think  it  will  give  to  the  public,  and  all  its  evil  effects,  is  moulded  into  my  con* 
at  its  periods,  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  stitution.  I  faithfully  engage  to  the  house,  if 
pounds  a  year ;  if  not,  it  will  give  them  a  they  choose  to  appoint  me  to  any  part  in  the 
system  of  oeconomy,  which  is  itself  a  great  execution  of  this  work,  which  (when  they  bare 
revenue.  It  gives  me  no  little  pride  and  satis-  made  it  theirs  by  the  improvements  of  their 
fiction,  to  find  that  tlic  principles  of  my  pro-  wisdom,  will  be  worthy  of  the  able  assistance 
ceedings  are,  in  many  respects,  the  very  same  they  may  give  me)  that  by  night  and  by 
with  those  which  are  now  pursued  in  the  plans  day,  in  town,  or  in  country,  at  the  desk,  or 
of  the  French  minister  of  finance.  I  am  sure,  in  the  forest,  I  will,  without  regard  to  coo- 
that  I  lay  before  you  a  scheme  easy  and  prac-  venience,  ease,  or  pleasure,  devote  myself  i 
ticable  in  all  its  parts.  I  know  it  is  common  to  their  service,  not  expecting  or  admittii^ 
at  once  to  applaud  and  to  reject  all  attempts  any  reward  whatsoever.  I  owe  to  this  ooun- 
of  this  nature.  1  know  it  is  common  fur  men  try  my  labour,  which  is  my  all ;  and  I  owe  to 
to  say,  that  such  and  such  things  are  perfectly  it  ten  times  more  industry,  if  ten  times  more 
right — very  desirable ;  but  that,  unfortunately,  I  could  exert.  After  all  I  shall  be  an  ud- 
thcy  are  not  practicable.    Oh!  no.  Sir,  no.  profitable  servant. 

Those  things  which  are  not  practicable,  are         At  the  same  time,  if  I  am  able,  and  if  I 

not  desirable.    There  is  nothing  in  the  world  shall  be  permitted,  I  will   lend  an   bumble 

really  beneficial,  that  does  not  lie  within  the  helping  haind  to  any  other  good  work  which  is 

reach  of  an  informed  understanding,  and  a  going  on.    I  have  not,  Sir,  the  frantic  pre- 

wcU-directed  pursuit.    There  is  noming  tliat  sumption  to  suppose,  Uiat  this  plan  contains 

God  has  judged  good  for  us,  that  he  has  not  in  it  the  whole  of  what  the  public  has  a  right 

given  us  the  means  to  accomplish,  both  in  the  to  expect,  in  the  great  work  of  reformation  they 

natural  and  the  moral  world.    If  we  cry,  Uke  call  for.    Indeed  it  falls  infinitely  short  of  it. 

children  ibr  the  moon,  like  children  we  must  It  falls  short,  even  of  my  own  ideas.    I  have 

cry  on.  some  thoughts  not  yet  fully  ripened,  relative  to 

We  must  follow  the  nature  of  our  affairs,  a  reform  in  the  customs  and  excise,  as  well  as 

and  conform  ourselves  to  our  situation.    If  we  in  some  other  branches  of  financial  adminis- 

do,  our  objects  are  plain  and  compassable.  tration.     There  are  other  things  too,  which 

^Vhy  should  we  resolve  to  do  nothing,  because  form  essential  parts  in  a  great  plan  lor  the 

what  I  propose  to  you  may  not  be  the  exact  purpose  of  restoring  the  indep^indence  of  jmr- 

demand  of  the  petition ;  when  we  are  far  from  liamcnt.    The  conlractor's  bill  of  last  year  ii 

resolved  to  comply  even  with  what  evidently  is  is  fit  to  revive ;  and  I  rejoice  that  it  is  in  better 

so  ?    Does  iliis  sort  of  chichanery  become  us  ?  hands  than  mine.    The  bill  for  suspending  th» 

The  people  are  the  masters.    They  have  only  votes  of  cuslom-houso  officers,  brougiit  into 

to  express  their  wants  at  large  and  in  gross,  parliament  several  years  ago,  by  one  of  our 

We  are  the  expert  artists ;  we  are  the  skilful  worthiest  and  wisest  members,'*   (wouM  to 

workmen,  to  shape  their  desires  into  perfect  God  we  could  along  with  the  plan  revive  tlie 

form,  and  to  fit  the  utensil  to  the  use.    They  person  who  designed  it.)     But  a  man  of  very 

are  the  sufferers,  they  tell  the  symptoms  of  the  real  integrity ,  honour,  and  ability  will  be  found 

complaint ;  but  wc  know  the  exact  scat  of  the  to  take  his  place,  and  to  carry  his  idea  ««tfi? 
disease,  and  how  to  apply  the  remedy  ac- 

cording  to  the  rules  of  art.    How  shocking        »  w.  Dowdeswell,  Esq.  chanccUor  of  the  la 

woukl  It  be  to  see  us  pervert  our  skill  mto  a  chequer,  ITti.). 
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ton  execution.    You  all  see  how  necessary  it  not  those  that  lore  you  most.      Miidorate 

is  to  review  our  military  expenses  for  some  affectioni  and  satiated  enjoyment,  are  coU 

fears  past,  and,  if  possible,  to  bind  up  and  and   respectful ;   but    an  ardent  and   injured 

close  that  bleeding  artery  of  provision:  but  passion  is  tempered  up  with  wrath,  and  grief 

that  business  also,  I  hare  reason  to  hope,  will  and  shame,  and  conscious  worth,  and  tlie  mad- 

be  midertaken  by  abilities  that  are  fully  ade-  dening  sense  of  violated  right.    A  jealotn  lore 

quale  to  iL    Something  must  be  devised  (if  lights  his  torch  from  the  firebrands  of  the  fu- 

possible)  to  check  the  ruinous  expense  of  ries. — ^They  who  call  upon  you  to  belong 

•lections.  tohoUy  to  the  people,  are  those  who  wish  you 

Sir,  all  or  most  of  these  tilings  must  be  done,  to  return  to  your  proper  home  ;  .to  the  sphere 

Every  one  must  take  his  part.  of  your  duty,  to  the  post  of  your  honour,  to 

If  ws  should  be  able  by  dexterity  or  power  the  mansion-house  of  all  genuine,  serene,  and 

m  intrigue,  to  disappoint  the  expectations  of  solid  satisfaction.    We  have  furnished  to  the 

ear  constituents,  what  will  it  avail  us  ?    We  people  of  England  (indeed  we  have)  some 

AaQ  never  be  strong  or  artful  enough  to  parry,  real  cause  of  jealousy.    Let  us  leave  that  sort 

er  to  put  by  the  irresistible  demands  of  our  of  company  which,  if  it  does  not  destroy  out 

■tamtioD.    That  situation  calls  upon  us,  and  innocence,  poUutits  our  honour :    let  us  free 

upon  our  constituents  too,  with  a  voice  which  ourselves  at  once  firom  every  thing  that  can 

wiU  be  heard.    I  am  sure  no  man  is  more  increase  their  suspicions,  and  inflame  their 

miloQsly  attached  than  I  am  to  the  privileges  just  resentment :  let  us  cast  away  from  us, 

«f  dufl  house,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  with  a  generous  scorn,  all  the  lovo-tokens,  and 

exclusive  management  of  money.     The  lords  symbols  that  we  have  been  vain  and  light 

have  no  right  to  the  disposition,  in  any  sense,  enough  to  accept ; — all  the  bracelets,  and  snuflw 

oftbefMiblic  purse;  but  they  have  gone  further  boxes,  and  miniature  pictures,  and  hair  d^ 

in  setf^enial*  than  our  utmost  jealousy  could  vices,  and  all  the  other  adulterous  trinkets  that 

bare  required.    A  power  of  examining  ac-  are  the  pledges  of  our  alienation,  and  the  mo- 

ooonts,  to  censure,  correct,  and  punish,  we  numents  of  our  shame.    Let  us  return  to  our 

never,  that  I  know  of,  have  diought  of  denying  legitimate  home,  and  all  jars  and  all  quarrels 

ID  the  house  of  lords.    It  is  something  more  will  be  lost  in  embraces.    Let  the  comnKms 

than  a  century  since  we  voted  that  body  use-  in  parliament  assembled,  be  one  and  the  same 

lev  ;   they  have  now  voted  themselves  so.  thing  with  the  commons  at  large.    The  dis- 

The  whole  hope  of  reformation  is  at  length  tinctions  that  are  made  to  separate  us,  are 

cnst  npoo  um  ;  and  lot  us  not  deceive  the  na-  unnatural  and  wicked  contrivances.     Let  us 

tkn,  which  does  us  the  honour  to  hope  every  identify,  let  us  incorporate  ourselves  with  the 

tfaii^  from  our  virtue.    If  all  the  nation  are  people.    Let  us  cut  all  the  cables  and  snap  the 

HOC  equally  forward  to  press   this  duty  upon  us  chains  which  tie  us  to  an  unfaithful  shore,  and 

yet  be  assured,  that  they  will  equally  expect  enter  the  friendly  harbour,  that  shoots  far  out 

we  should  perform  it    The  respectful  silence  into  the  main  its  moles  and  jettees  to  receive 

of  those  who  wail  upon  your  pleasure,  ought  us. — "  War  with  the  world,  and  peace  with 

to  be  as  powerful  with  you,  as  the  call  of  those  our  constituents."     Bo  this  our  motto,  and  our 

who  require  your  service  as  their  right.  Some,  principle.     Then  indeed,  we  shall  be  truly 

without  doors,  affect  to  feel  hurt  for  your  dig-  great.     Respecting  ourselves  we  shall  be  re- 

oity,  because  they  suppose  that  menaces  are  spectcd    by   the  world.     At   present  all   is 

heU  out  to  you.     Jnstify  their  good  opinion,  troubled  and  cloudy,  and  distracted,  and  ful 

by  shewing  that  no  menaces  are  necessary  to  of  anger  and  turbulence,  both  abroad  and  at 

stimulate  you  to  your  duty. — But,  Sir,  whilst  home ;  but  the  air  may  be  cleared  by  thi( 

we  may  sympathise  with  them,  in  one  point,  storm,  and  light  and  fertility  may  follow  it. 

who  ^rmpathise  with  us  in  another,  we  ought  Let  us  give  a  faithful  pledge  to  the  people  that 

to  attend  no  less  to  those  who  approach  us  like  we  honour,  indeed,  the  crown ;  but  that  wo 

men,  and  who,  in  the  guise  of  petitioners,  belong  to  them ;  that  we  are  their  auxiliaries, 

speak  to  us  in  the  tone  of  a  concealed  autho-  and  not  their  task-masters ;  the  fellow-labourers 

nty.    It  is  not  wiso  to  force  them  to  speak  out  in  the  same  yineyard,  not  lording  over  their 

■ore  plainly,  what  they  plainly  mean. — But  rights,  but  helpers  of  their  joy :   that  to  tax 

the  petitioners  are  violent.    Be  it  so.     Those  them  is  a  grievance  to  ourselves,  but  to  cut  ofl 

who  are  least  anxious  about  your  conduct,  are  from  our  enjoynjents  to  forward  theirs,  is  the 

highest  gratification  we  are  capable  of  le* 

♦  Rejection  of  Lord  SheJbume's  motion  in  the  <^^^^'^g'    }  fe^J  with  comfort,  that  we  are  aU 

house  of  lords.  warmed  with  these  sentiments,  and  while  ws 
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■re  that  wann,  I  wiih  wo  maj  go  directly  ditaments,  held  by  his  majefty  in  right  of  the 
and  with  a  cheetful  heart  to  thu  niatary  laid  principality,  or  coon^  palatine  of  Cbe*- 
work.  ter,  and  for  applying  the  product  thereof  §o  lie 
Sir,  I  more  fbr  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  jmbUe  aervieej* 
*<  For  the  better  regulation  of  his  nu^ty*!  Sd.  "A  bill  for  uniting  to  die   crown    he 
ciril  establishments,  and  of  certain  puUic  duchy  and  county  palatine  c(  Tiwnraster ;  Sar 
offices ;  fi>r  the  limitation   of  pensions,  the  suppression  of  unneceasaiy  offices  now  be- 
and  the  suppression  of  sundry  useless,  longing    thereto ;   for  the  osecrtomnenl  and 
expensiye,  and  inconr anient  places ;  and  eecurity  of  tenant  and  other  rights ;  and  tor  the 
for  applying  the  monies  saved  thereby  to  sale  of  all  rents,  lands,  tenements,  and  here« 
the  public  service."*  ditaments,  and  forests,  within  the  said  dochy 
Lord  North  staled,  that  there  was  a  difi*e-  and  county  palatine,  or  either  of  them;  effui 
rence  between  this  bill  lor  regulating  the  est*-  for  applying  the  oroduee  thereof  to  UlepuMie 
blishments,  and  some  of  the  others,  as  they  eertnce," — And  k  woe  ordered  that  Mr.  Buike, 
affected  tht  ancient  patrimony  of  the  crown ;  Mr.  Fox,  Lord  John  Cavendii^  Sir  George 
and  therefixe  wished  them  to  be  postponed,  Savile,  Colonel  Barrfe,  Mr.  Thomas  Town- 
till    the   king's    omsent  oouki  be  obtained,  shond,  Mr.  Byng,  Mr  Dunning,  Sir  Joeeph 
This  distinction  was  strongly  oootrov«rted  ;  Mawbey,  Mr.  Recorder  of  Londoa,  Sir  Re- 
but when  it  was  insisted  on  as  a  point  of  deco-  bert  Clayton,  Mr.  Frederick  Montaga,  the 
nnn  ^nfy,  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  them  to  Eari  of  Upper  Ossory,  Sir  WiDiam  Gtnse, 
another  day.    Accordingly,  on  the  Monday  and  Mr.  Gilbert,  do  prepare  and  bring  m  fks 
following,  viz.  February  14,  leave  was  given,  mane, 

on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Buike,  without  opposir  At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Burke  moved  fin 
tion,  to  bring  in  leave  to  bring  in— ^.  "  A  biQ  for  muting  die 
1st.  <<  A  bill  ibr  the  sale  of  the  forest  and  duchy  of  Cornwall  to  the  crown;  fcr  the  sop- 
other  crown  lands,  rents,  and  hereditaments,  pression  of  certam  unnecessary  offices  now 
with  certain  exceptions ;  and  far  applying  the  belonging  thereto ;  for  the  ascsrluinsMsil  end 
produce  thereof  tothe  publio  eervice;  and  (or  eecttrity  oftentmt  and  other  righte  ;  and  for  die 
securing,  ascertaining,  and  satisfying,  tenant-  gale  of  certain  rents,  lands,  and  tenements, 
righte f  and  common  and  other  rights.  within  or  belonging  to  the  said  dnch  j ;  and 
2d.  *<  A  bill  for  the  more  perfectly  uniting  for  applying  the  pnduee  thereqf  to  thepmUie 
to  the  crown  the  principality  of  Wales,  and  terviaeJ* 

the   county  palatine  of  Chester,  and  for  the  But  some  objections  being  made  by  the  anr 

more  commodious   administration  of  justice  veyor^general  of  the  duchy  oonoemiag  the 

within  the  same ;  as  also  for  aboliBhing  certain  rights  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  now  in  h»  miH 

offices  now  appertaining  thereto; /or  qiaeUng  nority,  and  Lord  North  remaining  perleeliy 

dormant  clmns,  aecerttming  and  eeevring  to-  ailent,  Mr.  Burke,  at  length,  though  he  iln 

uant^ghte;  and  for  the  sale  of  all  the  forest  ly  contended  against  the  principle  of  the 

lands,  and  other  lands,  tenements,  and  here-  jection,  consented  to  withdraw  this  last  no 

ft>r  the  ;v»sefil,  to  be  renewed  opon  an  eafly 

*  The  motf on  was  seconded  by  Bfr.  Foz.  occasioo. 
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IT  THE  GUILDHALL,  IN  BRISTOL,  PREVIOUS  TO  THE  LATE  ELKO- 
TION  IN  THAT  CITY,  UPON  CERTAIN  POINTS  RELATIVE  TO  HI9 
PALIAMENTARY  CONDUCT.    1780. 


MAYOR,  AND  OE2rTLtMEir,  it  in  mj  &Tour.    I  ask  it  ■eriousljr  and  ona^ 

I  AM  extremely  pleased  at  the  appearance  fectedly.  If  you  wish  that  I  should  retire,  I 
of  this  large  and  respectable  meeting.  The  shall  not  consider  that  advice  as  a  censure 
•Ispa  I  may  be  obliged  lo  take  will  want  the  upon  my  (K)nduct,  or  an  alteration  in  your  sen* 
wmctinn  of  a  considerable  authonty ;  and  in     timents ;  but  as  a  raticmal  submission  to  the 

•■plaining  any  thing  which  may  ap|>ear  doubtp  circumstances  of  affairs.    If,  on  the  contrary, 

ful  in  my  public  conduct,  I  must  naturally  you  should  think  it  proper  for  me  to  proceed 

desire  a  very  full  audience.  on  my  canvass,  if  you  will  risk  (^e  trouble  on 

I  have  been  backward  to  begin  my  canvass,  your  part,  I  will  nsk  it  on  mine.     My  pre- 

«-Tbe  dissolution  of  the  parliament  was  un-  tensions  are  such  as  you  cannot  be  ashamed 

eertain ;  and   it  did  not  become  me,  by  an  of,  whether  they  succe^  or  fail 
uoMasooable  importunity,  to  appear  diffident        If  you  call  upon  me,  I  shall  solicit  the  favour 

of  the  (act  of  my  six  years*  endeavours  to  please  of  the  city  upon  manly  ground.    I  come  before 

voo.    I  had  served  the  city  of  Bristol  honour-  you  with  the  plain  confidence  of  an  honest 

ably ;  and  the  city  of  Bristol  had  no  reason  to  servant  in  the  equity  of  a  candid  and  discern 

think,  that  the  means  of  honourable  service  ning  master.    I  come  to  claim  your  approbn- 

to  the  public,  were  become  indifferent  to  me.  tion,  not  to  amuse  you  with  vain  qralogies,  or 

I  fcond  on  my  arrival  here,  that  three  gen-  with  professions  still  more  vaio  and  senseleq|. 

CleoMD  had  been  long  in  eager  pursuit  of  an  I  have  lived  too  long  to  be  served  by  apologies, 

obfoct  which  but  two  of  us  can  obtain.     I  or  to  stand  in  need  of  them.    The  part  I  have 

Ibond,  that  they  had  all  met  with  encourage-  acted  has  been  in  open  day ;  and  to  hold  out 

■MoL    A  contested  election  in  such  a  city  as  to  a  conduct,  which  stands  in  that  clear  and 

this,  is  no  light  thing.    I  paused  on  the  brink  steady  light  for  all  its  good  and  all  its  evil,  to 

of  the  precipice.    These  three  gentlemen,  by  hold  out  to  that  conduct  the  paltry  winking 

various  merits,  and  on  various  titles,  I  made  tapers  of  excuses  and  promises — I  never  will 

BO  doubt  were  worthy  of  your  favour.    I  shall  do  it.— They  may  obscure  it  with  their  smoke ; 

Borer  attempt  to  raise  myself  by  depreciating  but  they  never  can  illumine  sunshine  by  such 

the  merits  ^  my  competitors.    In  the  com-  a  flame  as  theirs. 

plenty  and  con^ion  of  these  cross  pursuits,        I  am  sensible  that  no  endeavours  have  been 

I  wished  to  take  the  authentic  public  sense  of  left  untried  to  injure  me  in  your  opinion.   But 

my  friends  upon  a  business  of  so  much  deli-  Uie  use  of  character  is  to  be  a  shield  against 

taey.   I  wished  to  take  your  opinion  along  widi  calumny.    I  could  wish,  undoubtedly  (if  idle 

me ;  that  if  I  should  give  up  the  contest  at  the  wishes  were  not  the  most  idle  of  all  things)  to 

very  beginning,  my  surrender  of  my  post  may  make  every  part  of  my  conduct  agreeable  to 

Bot  soon  the  efiect  of  inconstancy,  or  timidity,  every  one  of  my  constituents.    But  in  so  groat 

or  ax^r,  or  disgust,  or  indolence,  or  any  other  a  city,  and  so  greatly  divided  as  this,  it  is  weak 

temper  unbecoming  a  man  who  has  engaged  to  expect  it. 

in  the  public  service.    If,  on  the  contrary,  I        In  such  a  discordancy  of  sentiments,  it  is 

siwaki  imdertake  the  election,  and  fail  of  sue-  better  lo  k)ok  to  the  nature  of  things  than  to 

esH,  I  was  full  as  anxious,  that  it  shouU  be  the  humours  of  men.     The   very   attempt 

Bonifisst  to  the  whole  worid,  that  the  peace  of  towards  pleasing  every  body,  discovers  a  tem- 

tho  city  had  not  been  broken  by  my  rashness,  per  always  flashy,  and  often  false  and  insin- 

ptesomption,  or  fond  conceit  of  my  own  merit,  cere.    Therefore,  as  I  have  proceeded  stimit 

I  am  fioC  come,  by  a  false  and  counterfeit  onward  in  my  cooduct,  so  I  will  proceed  in  my 

show  of  dderenoe  to  your  judgment,  to  seduce  account  of  tlMse  parts  of  it  which  have  bean 
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most  excepted  to.    But  I  must  first  beg  leave  for  protection :  where,  if  they  muse  sacrifice 

just  to  hint  to  you,  that  we  may  suffer  very  their  reputation,  they  will  at  least  secure  their  ^ 

great  detriment  by  being  open  to  every  talker,  interest.    Depend  upon  it,  that  the  lovers  of 

[t  is  not  to  bo  imagined,  how  much  of  service  fi>eedom  will  be  free.    None  will  violate  tbei; 

is  lost  from  spirits  full  of  activity, 'and  full  of  conscience  to  please  tis,  in  order  aAerwardttt 

energy,  who  are  pressing,  who  are  rushing  discharge  that  conscience,  which  they  have 

forward,  to  great  and  capital  objects,  when  you  violated,  by  doing  us  faithful  and  affectionate 

oblige  them  to  be  continually  looking  back,  service.     If  wc  degrade  and  deprave  their 

Whilst  they  are  defending  one  service,  they  minds  by  servility,  it  will  be  absurd  to  expedt 

defraud  you  of  an  hundred.    Applaud  us  when  that  they  who  are  creeping  and  abject  towards 

we  run ;  console  us  when  we  fall ;  cheer  us  us,  will  ever  be  bold  and  incorruptible  a»er* 

«-.hen   we   recover;  but  let  us  pass  on — for  tors  of  our  fi'cedom,  against  the  most  seducing 

God's  sake,  let  us  pass  on.  and  the  most  formidable  of  all  (lowcrs.    No! 

Do  you  think,  gentlemen,  that  every  public  human  nature  is  not  so  formed ;  nor  shall  «• 

act  in  the  six  years  since  I  stood  in  this  place  improve  the  faculties  or  better  the  morals  of 

before  you — that  all  the  arduous  things  whidi  public   men,  by  oar  possession  of  the  raoM 

have  been  done  in  this  eventful  period,  which  infallible  receipt  in  the  world  for  making  cheats 

has  crowded  into  a  few  years*  space  the  revo-  and  hypocrites. 

lutions  of  an  age,  can  be  opened  to  you  on        Let  me  say  with  plainness,  I  who  am  r 

their  fair  grounds  in  half  an  hour's  conver-  longer  in  a  public  character,  that  if  by  a       , 

sation  ?       *  by  an  indulgent,  by  a  gentlemanly  behaviour 

But  it  is  no  reason,  because  there  is  a  bad  to  our  representatives,  we  do  not  give  «. 

mode  of  inquiry,  that  there  should  be  no  exa-  dence  to  their  minds,  and  a  liberal  scope 

mination  at  all.    Most  certainly  it  is  our  duty  their  understandings;  if  we  do  not  permit  ou 

to  examine ;  it  is  our  interest  too. — But  it  members  to  act  upon  a  very  enlarged  view  of 

must  be  with  discretion ;  with  an  attention  to  things ;  we  shall  at  length  infallibly  degrade 

all  the  circumstances,  and  to  all  the  motives ;  our  national  representation  into  a  confused  aad 

.ike  sound  judges,  and  not  like  cavilling  petti-  scuffling  bustle  of  local  agency.    When  dit 

foggers   and  quibbling  pleaders,  prying  into  popular  member  is  narrowed  in  his  ideas,  and 

flaws  and  hunting  for  exceptions. — Look,  gen-  rendered  timid  in  his  proceedings,  the  service 

tlomen,  to  ihe%hole  tenour  of  your  member's  of  the  crown  will  be  the  sole  nursery  of  statee- 

conduct.    Try  whether  his  ambition  or  his  men.    Among  the  frolics  of  the  court,  it  nay 

avarice  have  justled  him  out  of  the  strait  line  at  length  take  that  of  attending  to  its  busineM. 

of  duty  ;   or  whether  that  grand  foe  of  the  of'  Then  the  monopoly  of  mental  power  will  be 

fices  of  active  life,  that  master- vice  in  men  of  added  to  the  power  of  all  other  kinds  it  po** 

business,  a  degenerate  and  inglorious  sloth,  sesses.    On    the   side  of  the   people    thece 

has  made  him  flag  and  languish  in  his  course?  will  be  nothing  but  impotence :  for  ignoranot 

This  is  the  object  of  our  inquiry.    If  our  mem-  is  impotence;  narrowness  of  mind  is  impt^ 

ber*s  conduct  can  bear  this  touch,  marie  it  for  tence ;  timidity  is  itself  impotence,  and  makef 

sterling.    He  may  have  fallen  into  errours;  all  other  qualities  that  go  along  with  it,  tmp4> 

he  must  have  faults ;  but  our  errour  is  greater,  tent  and  useless. 

and  our  fault  is  radically  ruinous  to  ourselves.         At  present  it  is  the  plan  of  the  court  to  make 

if  we  do  not  bear,  if  we  do  not  even  applaud,  its  servants  insignificant.  If  the  people  ahoidd 

the  whole  compound  and  mixed  mass  of  such  a  fall  into  the  same  humour,  and  shouU  diooae 

character.    Not  to  act  thus  is  folly ;  I  had  their  servants  on  the  same  principles  of  mere 

almost  said  it  is  impiety.    He  censures  Grod,  obsequiousness,  and  flexibility,  and  total  wtp 

who  quarrels  with  the  imperfections  of  man.  cancy  or  indifference  of  opinion  in  all  piMide* 

Gentlemen,  we  must  not  be  peevish  with  matters,  then  no  part  of  the  state  will  be  aooad; 

those  who  serve  the  people.    For  none  will  and  it  will  be  in  vain  to  think  of  saving  it. 
serve  us  whilst  there  is  a  court  to  serve,  but        I  thought  it  very  expedient  at  this  ttma  lo 

those  who  are  of  a  nice  and  jealous  honour,  give  you  this  candid  counsel ;  and  with  tUt 

They  who  think  every  thing,  in  comparison  coumel  I  would  willingly  cloee,  if  the  matten 

of  that  honour,  to  be  dust  and  ashes,  will  not  which  at  various  times  have  been  objected  to 

bear  to  have  it  soiled  and  impaired  by  those,  me  in  this  city  concerned  only  myself,  and  WPf 

for  whose  sake  they  make  a  thousand  sacri-  own  election.     These  charges,  I  think,  are 

fices  to  preserve  it  immaculate  and  whole,  four  in  number ; — myneglectof  adueattemitB 

We  shall  either  drive  such  men  from  the  pub-  to  my  constituents,  the  not  paying  more  liw* 

tie  stage,  or  we  shall  send  them  to  the  coivt  quont  vbits  here ; — my  conduct  on  the  afiUm 
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jf  the  first  Iriiih  tmdc  acts ; — my  opinion  and  round  me  who  are  my  willing  witnesses  ;  and 
nodd  of  proceeding  on  Lord  Beaudiamp's     there  are  others  who,  if  they  wore  here,  would 

iflbtors'  bills ; — and  my  votes  on  the  late  affairs  be  still  better  ;  because  they  would  be  unwiJ- 

af.the  RoDULn  Catholics.   AU  of  these  (except  ling  wimcsses  to  the  same  ruth.    It  was  in 

|ierhaps  the  first)  relate  to  matters  of  very  con-  the  middle  of  a  summer  resitibnco  in  London, 

lidsirablo  public  concern ;  and  it  is  not  lest  you  and  in  the  middle  of  a  negotiation  at  the  admi- 

■konld  censure  me  improperly,  but  lest  you  ralty  for  your  trade,  tluU  I  was  called  to  Bris- 

dHMikl  form  improper  opinions  on  matters  of  tol ;  and  this  late  visit,  at  this  late  day,  has 

moment  to  you,  that  I  trouble  you  at  ail  been  possibly  in  prejudice  to  your  affairs. 

the  subject.     My  conduct  is  of  small  Since  I  have  touched  upon  this  matter,  .el 

e.  me  say,  gentlemen,  tliat  if  I  hod  a  disposition, 

With  regard  to  the  first  charge,  my  friends  or  a  right  to  complain,  I  have  some  cause  of 

htvespokentomeof  it  in  the  style  of  amicable  complaint  on  my  side.    With  a  petition  of 

sspostulation ;  not  so  much  blaming  the  thing,  this  city  in  my  hand,  passed  through  the  cor- 

as  lamenting  the  effects. — Others,  less  partial  poration  without  a  dissenting  voice,  a  petition 

10  tao,  were  le»  kind  in  assigning  the  motives,  in  unison  with  almost  the  whole  voice  <^  the 

1  admit,  there  is  a  decorum  and  propriety  in  a  kingdom,  (with  whose  formal  thanks  I  was 

■MDiber  of  parliament's  paying  a  respectful  covered  over,)  while  I  laboured  on  no  less  than 

SDort  to  his  constituents.    If  I  were  conscious  five  bills  for  a  public  reform,  and  fought  against 

•  i.riiyself  that  pleasure  or  dissipation,  or  low  the  opposition  of  great  abilities,  and  c^  the 

■Mwirthy  occt^tions,  had  detained  me  from  greatest  power,  every  clauise,  and  every  word 

«t^*:  %ooal  attendance  on  you,  I  would  readily  of  the  largest  of  tliose  bills,  almost  to  the  very 

•sflut   my  fault,  and  quietly  submit  to  the  last  day  of  a  very  long  session ;  all  this  time  a 

paaalty.    But,  gentlemen,  I  live  at  an  hundred  canvass  in  Bristol  was  as  calmly  carried  on  as 

Iribs  distance  from  Bristol ;  and  at  the  end  of  if  I  were  dead.    I  was  considered  as  a  man 

Haemon  I  come  to  my  own  house,  fatigued  in  whoUy  out  of  the  question.    WhiUt  I  watched 

body  and  in  mind,  to  a  little  repose,  and  to  a  and  fasted,  and  sweated  in  the  house  of  com- 

fwy  little  attention  to  my  family  and  my  pri-  mons— by  the  most  easy  artd  ordinary  arts  of 

wmle  coocems.    A  visit  to  Bristol  is  always  a  election,  by  dinners  and  visits,  by  "  How  do 

sort  of  canvass ;  else  it  will  do  more  harm  than  you  do's,"  and  **  My  worthy  friends,"  I  was 

good.     To  pass  firom  the  toils  of  a  session  to  to  be  quietly  moved  out  of  my  seat— and  pro- 

die  toils  of  a  canvass,  is  the  furthest  thing  in  mises  were  made,  and  engagements  entered 

llio  worid  fixxn  repose.    I  could  hardly  serve  into,  without  any  exception  or  reserve,  as  if 

fOQ  a»  I  have  dmtj  and  court  you  too.    Most  my  laborious  zeal  in  my  duty  had  been  a  regu- 

of  you  have  heard,  that  I  do  not  very  remark-  lar  abdication  of  my  trust. 

ably  spare  myself  in  public  business;  and  in  To  open  my  whole  heart  to  you  on  this  sub- 

ihfbfinoaU  biwiness  of  my  constituents  I  have  j«ct,  I  do  confess,  however,  that  there  were 

done  jrery  near  as  much  as  those  who  have  other  times  besides  the  two  years  in  which  I 

oothing  dse  to  do.    My  canvass  of  you  was  did  visit  you,  when  I  was  not  wholly  without 

on  the  diange,  nor  in  the  county  meetings,  leisure  for  repeating  that  mark  of  my  respect. 

in  the  clubs  of  this  city:    It  was  in  the  But  I  could  not  bring  my  mind  to  see  you. 

of  commons ;    it  was  at  the  custom-  You  remember,  that  in  the  beginning  of  this 

;  it  was  at  the  council ;  it  was  at  the  American  war  (that  oera  of  calamity,  disgrace 

it  was  at  the  admiralty.    I  can-  and  downfall,  an  era  which  no  feeling  mind 

you  through  your  affairs,  and  not  your  will  ever  mention  without  a  tear  for  England) 

I  was  not  only  your  representative  you  were  greatly  divided ;  and  a  very  strong 

a^  body ;  I  was  the  agent,  the  solicitor  of  body,  if  not  the  strongest,  opposed  itself  to  the 

Winduais  ;  I  ran  about  wherever  your  affairs  madness  which  every  art  and  every  power 

call  me ;  and  in  acting  for  you  I  often  were  employed  to  render  popular,  in  order  that 
rather  as  a  ship-broker,  than  as  a  the  errours  of  tlie  rulers  might  be  lost  in  the 
r  of  parliament.  There  was  nothing  general  blindness  of  the  nation.  This  opposi- 
te laborious,  or  too  low  for  me  to  undertake,  tion  continued  until  after  our  great,  but  most 
TW  meanneAof  the  business  was  raised  by  unfortunate  victory  at  Long  Island.  Then  all 
fbb  dignity  of  the  object.  If  some  lesser  mat-  the  mounds  and  banks  of  our  constancy  were 
lOTB  have  slipped  through  my  fingers,  it  was  borne  down  at  once ;  and  the  phrensy  of  the 
Ptfy««^  I  filled  my  hands  too  foU ;  and  in  my  American  war  broke  in  upon  us  like  a  deluge. 
Wfomnss  to  serve  you,  took  in  more  than  any  This  victory,  which  seemed  to  put  an  immo- 
hnds  i^fM  giaso.    Several  gentlomen  stand  diate  end  to  ail  difficulties,  peifocted  us  in  that 


SIS  SPEECH  AT  BRISTOL 

spirit  of  domination,  which  our  unparalleled  turn  I  shaU  mention  to  you,  remember  onec 

prosperity  had  but  too  long  nurtured.     We  more  I  do  not  mean  to  extenuate  or  excoM. 

had  been  so  very  powerful,  and  so  very  pros-  Why  should  I,  when  the  things  diarged  art 

perous.  that  even  the  humblest  of  us  were  do>  among  those  upon  which  I  found  all  my  repii> 

graded  into  the  vices  and  follies  of  kings.    We  tation  ?    What  would  be  left  to  me,  if  I  myo 

lost  all  measure  between  means  and  ends ;  self  was  the  man^  who  softened,  and  blended, 

and  our  headlong  desires  became  our  politics  and  dihitod,  and  weakened,  all  the  distinguisl^ 

ami  oift*  morals.     All  men  who  wished  for  ing  colours  of  my  life,  so  as  to  leave  nothiii| 

peace,  oi  retained  any  sentiments  of  modera-  distinct  and  determinate  in  my  whole  oooductT 

tion,  were  overborne  or  silenced ;  and  this  city  It  has  been  said,  and  it  is  the  secood  charve, 

was  led  by  every  artifice  (and  probably  with  that  in  the  questions  of  the  Irish  trade,  I  oM 

the  more  management,  because  I  was  one  of  not  consult  the  interest  of  my  constituents ;  or^ 

your  members)  to  distinguish  itself  by  its  zeal  to  speak  out  strongly,  that  I  rather  acted  9m  m 

for  that  fatal  cause.    In  this  temper  of  yours  native  of  Ireland,  than  as  an  English  member 

and  of  my  mind,  I  should  have  sooner  fled  to  of  parliament. 

the  extremities  of  the  earth,  than  have  shewn  I  certainly  have  very  warm  good  wishes  Ar 

myself  here.    I,  who  saw  in  every  American  the  place  of  my  birth.    But  the  sphere  of  m^ 

victory  (for  you  have  had  a  k>ng  series  of  these  duties  is  my  true  country.    It  was,  as  a  mta 

misfortunes)  the  germ  and  seed  of  the  naval  attached  to  your  interests,  and  zealous  for  liia 

power  of  France  and  Spain,  which  all  our  heat  conservation  of  your  power  and  dignity,  that  M 

and  warmth  against  America  was  only  hatch-  acted  on  that  occasion,  and  on  all  occasion. 

ing  into  life, — I  should  not  have  been  a  welcome  You  were  involved  in  the  American  war.    A 

visitant  with  the  brow  and  the  Ubiguage  of  such  new  world  of  policy  was  opened,  to  whidi  H 

feelings.    When  aflerwards,  the  other  face  of  was  necessary  we  should  conform,  whether  ws 

your  calamity  was  turned  upon  you,  and  shewed  would  or  not ;  and  my  only  thought  was  bow  to 

itself  in  defeat  and  distress,  I  shunned  yoa  conform  to  our  situation  in  such  a  manner  as  to 

full  as  much.    I  felt  sorely  this  variety  in  our  unite  to  this  kingdom,  in  prosperity  and  in  if 

wretchedness ;  and  I  did  not  wish  to  have  the  fection,  whatever  remained  of  the  empire.    1 

least  appearance  of  insulting  you  with  that  was  true  to  my  old,  standing,  invariable  prn> 

shew  of  superiority,  which,  diough  it  may  not  ciple,  that  all  things,  which  came  from  GrstI 

be  assumed,  is  generally  suspected  in  a  time  Britain,  should  issue  as  a  gifl  of  her  boun^ 

of  calamity,  from  those  whose  previous  war-  and  beneficence,  rather  than  as  claims  reco- 

nings  have  been  despised.    I  could  not  bear  to  vered  against  a  struggling  litigant ;  or  at  least, 

shew  you  a  representative  whose  face  did  not  that  if  your  beneficence  obtamed  no  credit  is 

reflect  that  of  his  constituents ;  a  face  that  your  concessions,  yet  that  they  should  appetr 

could  not  joy  in  your  joys,  and  sorrow  in  your  tlie  salutary  provisions  of  your  wisdom  ami 

sorrows.    But  time  at  length  has  made  us  all  foresight :  not  as  things  wrung  from  voa  with 

of  one  opinion;  and  we  have  all  opened  our  your  blood,  by  the  cruel  gripe  of  a  rigid  qecei 

eyes  on  the  true  nature  of  the  American  war,  sity.    The  first  concessions,  by  being  (modi 

to  the  tnio  nature  of  all  its  successes  and  all  against  my  will)  mangled  and  strippeid  of  die 

its  failures.  parts  which  were  necessary  to  make  oat  their 

In  that  public  storm  too  I  had  my  private  just  correspondence  and  connection  in  trade 

feelings.    I  had  seen  blown  down  and  pros-  were  of  no  use.    The  next  year  a  feeble  mU 

trate  on  the  ground  several  of  those  houses  to  tempt  was  made  to  bring  the  thing  mto  better 

whom  I  was  chiefly  indebted  for  the  honour  shape.    This  attempt  (countenanced  by  the 

this  city  has  done  me.    I  confess,  that  whilst  minister)  on  the  very  first  appearance  of  some 

the  wounds  of  those  I  loved  were  yet  green,  I  popular  uneasiness,  was,  after  a  ooosidemble 

could  net  bear  to  shew  myself  in  pride  and  progress  through  the  house,  thrown  out  by  kim 

triumph  in  that  place  into  which  their  par-  What  was  the  consequence?    The  whole 

tiality  had  brought  me,  and  to  appear  at  feasts  kingdom  of  Ireland  was  instantly  in  a  flame. 

and  rejoicings,  in  the  midst  of  the  grief  and  Threatenedbyforeigni^s,  and,  astheythougfaty 

calamity  of  my  warm  fi-iends,  my  zealous  si^  insulted  by  England,  they  resolved  at  OBce  to 

porters,  my  generous  benefactors.    This  is  a  resist  the  power  of  France,  and  to  cast  off 

true,  unvarnished,  undisguised  state  of  the  yours.    As  for  us,  we  were  able  neither  to 

affair.    You  will  judge  of  ii.  protect  nor  to  restrain  them.    Forty  thousand 

This  is  the  only  one  of  the  charges  in  which  men  were  raised  and  disciplined  without  com- 

I  am  personally  concerned.    As  to  the  other  mission  from  the  crown.    Two  iflegal  armioi 

ffltatters  objected  against  me,  which  in  Oleir  were  seen  with  banners  displayed  at  the  mm 
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time  and  in  flie  same  cotmtrj.    No  ezecutiTa  you  from  all  these  multiplied  mi0c}ue&  and  dia* 
magiitratei  no  judicature,  in  Ireland,  would  gracea?  Would  the  little^  ailly,  canvan  prattle, 
acknowledge  the  legality  of  the  army  which  ofobejringinatructiona,  and  having  no  opiniona 
bore  the  king's  commission ;  and  no  law,  or  but  yours,  and  such  idle  senseless  tales,  which 
appMrance  of  law,  authorized  the  army  com-  amuse  the  vacant  ears  of  unthinking  men,  have 
missioned  by  itseUl    In  this  unexampled  state  saved  you  from  the  "  pelting  of  that  pitileaa 
<f  things,  which  the  least  errour,  the  least  atorm,"  to  which  the  loose  improvidence,  the 
trespass  on  the  right  or  left,  would  have  hurried  cowardly  rashness,  of  those  who  dare  not  look 
down  the  precipice  into  an  abyss  of  blood  and  danger  in  the  face,'80  as  to  provide  against  it 
confusion,  the  people  of  Ireland  demand  a  in  time,  and  therefore  throw  themselves  head- 
freedom  of  trade  with  arms  in  their  hands,  long  into  the  midst  of  it,  have  exposed  this  de- 
They  interdict  all  commerce  between  the  two  graded  nation,  beat  down  and  prostrate  on  the 
aations.     They  deny  all  new  supply  in  the  earth, unriieltmi, unarmed, unresisting?  Wat 
house  of  commons,  although  in  time  of  war.  I  an  Irishman  on  that  day,  that  I  bokily  with* 
They  stint  the  trust  of  the  old  revenue,  given  stood  our  pride  ?  or  on  the  day  that  I  hung 
tar  two  years  to  all  the  king's  predecessors,  to  down  my  headland  wept  in  shame  and  silenco 
mx  months.     The  British  parliament,  in  a  over  the  humiliation  of  Great  Britain  ?   I  be* 
fivmer  session,  frightened  into  a  limited  con-  came  unpopular  in  England  for  the  one,  and  in 
ceasion  by  the  menaces  of  Ireland,  frightened  Ireland  for  the  other.     What  then  ?    What 
«at  of  it  by  the  menaces  of  England,  were  now  obligation  lay  on  me  to  be  popular  ?    I  was 
tftigjhtened  back  again,  and  made  an  universal  bound  to  serve  both  kingdoms.    To  be  pleased 
«orrendcr  of  all  that  had  been  thought  the  pecu*  with  my  service,  was  their  affair,  not  mine, 
liar,  re^rved,  uncommunicable  rights  of  Eng-  I  was  an  Irishman  in  the  Irish  businesa, 
land ; — the  exclusive  commerce  of  America,  of  just  as  much  as  I  was  an  American,  when  on 
Africa,  of  the  West  Indies— all  the  enumera-  the  same  principles,  I  wished  you  to  concede 
tions  of  the  acts  of  navigation— all  the  manufao-  to  America,  at  a  time  when  she  prayed  coih 
tutea — iron,  glass,  even  the  last  pledge  of  jea-  cession  at  our  feet.    Just  as  much  was  I  an 
kMsy  and  pride,  the  interest  hid  in  the  secret  of  American  when  I  wished  parliament  to  offer 
our  hearts,  the  inveterate  prejudice  moukled  into  terms  in  victory,  and  not  to  wait  the  well  chosen 
the  constitution  of  our  frame,  even  the  sacred  hour  of  defeat,  for  making  good  by  weakness, 
fleece  itself,  all  went  together.    No  reserve ;  and  by  supplication,  a  claim  of  prerogative, 
BO  exception ;  no  debate ;  no  discussion.    A  pre-eminence,  and  authority, 
sodden  light  broke  in  upon  us  all.    It  broke  in,  Instead  of  requiring  it  from  me,  as  a  point 
Dot  through  well-contrived  and  well-disposed  of  duty,  to  kindle  with  your  passions,  had  you 
windows,  but  through  flaws   and  breaches ;  all  been  as  cool  as  I  was,  you  would  have 
through  the  yawning  chasms  of  our  ruin.    We  been  saved  disgraces  and  distresses  that  are 
were  taught  wisdom  by  humiliation.    No  town  unutterable.    Do  you  remember  our  commie* 
in  England  presumed  to  have  a  prejudice  ;  or  "ion  ?   We  sent  out  a  solemn  embassy  acrose 
dared  lo  mutter  a  petition.    What  was  worse,  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to  lay  the  crown,  the  peer- 
die  vrhde  parliament  of  England,  whidi  re-  age,  the  commons  of  Great  Britain,  at  the 
tained  authority  for  nothing  but  sinrenders,  feet  of  the  American  congress.    That  our  dis- 
was  despoiled  of  every  shadow  of  its  superin-  grace  might  want  no  sort  of  brightening  and 
ttndenee.    It  was,  without  any  qualifkaation,  burnishing ;  observe  who  they  were  that  com- 
daiied  in  theory,  as  it  had  been  trampled  upon  posed  this  famous  embassy.  My  Lord  Carlisle 
in  practice.   This  scene  of  shame  and  disgrace  i>  among  the  first  ranks  of  our  nobility.    He 
kes,  in  a  manner,  while  I  am  speaking,  ended  by  is  the  identical  man  who  but  two  years  bdCon 
tiks  perpetual  establishment  ofa  military  power  had  been  put  forward,  at  the  opening  of  a 
in  the  dominions  of  this  crown,  without  consent  session  in  the  house  of  lords,  as  the  mover  of 
of  liie  British  legislature,*^  contrary  to  the  po-  a  haughty  and  rigorous  address  against  Ame- 
fkf  of  the  constitution,  contrary  to  the  declara-  rica.  He  was  put  in  the  front  of  the  embassy  oi 
tionofright:  and  by  this  your  liberties  are  swept  submission.     Mr.  Eden  was  taken  fi^m  the 
wnj  aking  with  your  supreme  authority — and  office  of  Lord  Suffolk,  to  whom  ho  was  then 
botfa^  linked  together  from  the  beginning,  have,  under  secretary  of  state  ;  from  the  office  d 
I  am  afraid,  bo^h  together  perished,  for  ever.  that  Lord  Sufiblk,  who  but  a  few  weeks  before. 
What !  gentlemen,  was  I  not  to  foresee,  or,  in  his  place  in  pariiament,  did  not  deign  to 
ftnieeing,  vras  I  not  to  endeavour  to  save  enquire  where  a  congress  of  vagrants  was  tt 

be  found.    This  Lord  SbfTolk  sent  Mr.  Eden 

e  Irish  perpetual  mutiny  act.  to  find  these  vagrants,  without  knowing  where 
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•   fir%d  these  Tagnuiti,  without  knowing  where  preraJent  of  all,  is.  Lord  Be«udiainp*e  bilL  I 
this  king*8  generals  were  to  be  found,  who  were  mean  his  bill  of  last  session,  for  reforming  thit 
joined  in  the  same  commission  of  supplicating  law-process  concerning  imprisonment      It  is 
those  whom  they  were  sent  to  subdue.    The/  said,  to  aggratate  the  cffcixc,  that  I  treated 
enter  the  capital  of  America  only  to  abandon  the  petition  of  this  city  with  contempt  even  in 
it;  and  these  assertors  and  representatives  of  presenting  it  to  the  house,  and  ezprened  my« 
the  dignity  of  England,  at  the  tail  of  a  flying  >elf  in  terms  of  marked  disrespect.    Had  this 
army,  let  fly  their  Parthian  shaAs  of  memorials  latter  part  of  the  charge  been  true,  no  taenLg 
and  remonstrances  at  random  behind  them,  on  the  side  of  the  question  which  I  took, 
Their  promises  and  their  ofiers,  their  flatteries  could  possibly  excuse  roe.   But  I  am  ircJapafaU 
and  their  menacra,  were  all  despised ;  and  we  of  treating  this  city  with  disrespnct.  "Very  jb^ 
were  saved  the  disgrace  of  their  formal  recep-  tunately,  at  this  minute  (if  my  bad  eyesight 
tion,  only  because  the  congress  scorned  to  re-  does  not  deceive  me)  the  worthy  genilt^man^ 
ceive  them ;  whilst  the  state-house  of  inde-  deputed  on  this  business  stands  direcUv  beSon 
pendent  Philadelphia  opened  her  doors  to  the  me.    To  him  I  appeal,  whether  I  did  iu>t, 
public  entry  of  the  ambassador  of  France,  thou^  it  militated  with  my  oldest  and  my 
From  war  and  blood  we  went  to  submission ;  most  recent  public  opinions,  deliver  the  peti- 
and  from  submission  plunged  back  again  to  tion  with  a  strong,  and  more  than  usual  recom* 
war  and  blood ;  to  desolate  and  be  desolated)  mendation  to  the  consideration  of  the  house, 
without  measure,  hope,  or  end.    I  am  a  roy-  on  account  of  the  character  and  consequence 
alist,  I  blushed  for   this  degradation  of  the  of  those  who  signed  it.    I  believe  the  wortin 
crown.    I  am  a  whig,  I  blushed  for  the  dis-  gentleman  will  tell  you,  that  the  very  day  I 
honour  of  parliament.    I  am  a  true  English-  received  it,  I  applied  to  the  solicitor,  i^w  tht 
man,  I  felt  to  the  quick  for  the  disgrace  of  attorneygcneral,  to  give  it  an  immediate  conn- 
England.    I  am  a  man,  I  felt  for  the  melan-  deration ;  and  he  most  obligingly  and  instantly 
choly  reverse  of  human  afloirs,  in  the  fall  of  consented  to  employ  a  great  deal  of  his  very 
the  first  power  in  the  world.  valuable  time  to  write  an  explanation  of  the 

To  read  what  was  approaching  in  Ireland,  bill.  I  attended  the  committee  with  all  possible 

in  the  black  and  bloody  characters  of  the  Ame-  care  and  diligence,  in  order  that  every  objeo 

rican  war,  was  a  painfiil,  but  it  was  a  nece*-  tion  of  yours  might  meet  with  a  solution ;  or 

sary  part  of  my  puUic  duty.    For,  gentlemen,  produce  an  alteration.    I  intreated  your  Iear> 

it  is  not  your  fond  desires  or  mine  that  can  ncd  recorder   (always  ready   in  business   io 

alter   the   nature   of  things ;   by  contending  which  you  take  a  concern)  to  attend, 
against  which,  what  have  we  got,  or  shall  ever        But  what  will  you  say  to  those  who  blam« 

get,  but  defeat  and  shame?    I  did  not  obey  me  for  supp<Mting  Lord  Bcauchamp's  bill,  as  a 

your  instructions :  No.  I  conformed  to  the  in-  disrespectful  treatment  of  your  petition,  wboi 

structions  of  truth  and  nature,  and  maintained  you  hear,  that  out  of  respect  to  you,  I  myself 

your  interest,  against  your  opinions,  with  a  was  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  that  very  bill  t 

constancy  that  became  me.    A  representative  for  the  noble  lord  who  brought  it  in,  and  who, 

worthy  cMf  you,  ought  to  be  a  person  of  stabi-  I  must  say,  has  much  merit  for  this  and  some 

iity.    I  am  to  look,  indeed,  to  your  opinions ;  other  measures,  at  my  request  consented  to 

but  to  such  opinions  as  you  aiid  I  mtut  have  put  it  ofi*  for  a  week,  which  the  speaker's  iD- 

five  years  hence.    I  was  not  to  look  to  the  ness  lengthened  to  a  fortnight;  and  then  die 

flash  of  the  day.    I  knew  that  you  chose  me,  frantic  tumult  about  popery  drove  that  and 

in  my  place,  aJong  with  others,  to  be  a  pillar  every  rational  business  from  the  house.    So 

of  the  state,  and  not  a  woathmcock  on  the  t(^  that  if  I  chose  to  make  a  defence  of  myself,  on 

of  the  edifice,  exalted  fi>r  my  levity  arKl  vep>  the  little  principles  of  a  culprit,  pleading  la 

satility,  and  of  no  use  but  to  indicate  the  shift-  his  exculpation,  I  might  not  only  secure  my 

ings  of  every  fashionable  gale.  Would  to  GU>d,  acquittal,  but  nmke  merit  with  the  opposers  (a 

the  value  of  my  sentiments  on  Ireland  and  on  the  bill.    But  I  shall  do  no  such  thing.    Th« 

America  had  been  at  this  day  a  sul^ject  of  truth  is,  that  I  did  occasion  the  loss  of  the  bill, 

doubt  and  discussion !    No  matter  what  my  and  by  a  delay  caused  by  my  respect  to  you. 

nifierings  had  been,  so  that  this  kingdom  had  But  such  an  event  was  never  in   my  ooo- 

kepC  the  authority  I  wished  it  to  maintain,  by  temptation.    And  I  am  so  far  from  taking 

a  grave  fiiresi^t,  and  by  an  equitable  tem-  credit  for  the  defeat  of  that  measure,  that  i 

perance  in  the  use  of  its  power.  cannot  sufiiciently  krocnt  my  misfortune,  if 

The  next  article  of  charge  on  my  public 
conduct,  and  that  which  I  find  rather  the  moat  *  Mr.  Williaroa 
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but  oos  man,  who  ought  to  be  at  large,  has  noble  lord  that  brou^t  in  the  bill  was  bora, 

passed  a  year  in  prison  by  my  means.    I  am  There  was  a  fallacy  that  ran  through  tho  whole 

a  debtor  to  the  debtors.    I  con^s  judgment,  of  the  objections.  The  gentlemen  who  opposed 

I  owe  what,  if  ever  it  be  in  my  power,  I  shall  the  bill,  always  argued,  as  if  the  option  lay 

most  certainly  pay, — ample  atonement  and  between  that  bill  and  the  ancient  law. — But 

usurious  amends  to  liberty  and  humanity  for  this  is  a  grand  mistake.    For  practically,  the 

my  unhappy  lapse.     For,  gentlemen^  Lord  option  is  between,  not  that  bill  and  the  old 

Beauchamp's  bill  was  a  law  of  justice  and  law,  but  between  that  bill  and  those  occasional 

policy,  as  far  as  it  went ;  I  say  as  far  as  it  laws,  called  acts  of  grace.    For  the  operation 

went,  for  its  fault  was  its  being,  in  the  reme-  of  the  old  law  is  so  savage,  and  so  incon- 

(&al  part,  miserably  defective.  venient  to  society,  that  for  a  long  time  past, 

There  are  two  capital  faults  in  our  law  with  once  in  every  parliament,  and  lately  twice, 

relation  to  civil  debts.    One  is,  that  every  man  the  legislature  has  been  obliged  to  make  a 

is  presumed  solvent.    A  presumption,  in  in-  general  arbitrary  jail-delivery,  and  at  once  to 

numerable  cases,  directly  against  truth.  There-  set  open,  by  its  sovereign  authority,  all  the 

fiMre  tho  debtor  is  ordered,  on  a  supposition  of  prisons  in  England. 

ability  and  fraud,  to  be  coerced  his   liberty  Gentlemen,  I  never  relished  acts  of  grace , 

mtil  he  makes  payment.    ETy  this  means,  in  nor  ever  submitted  to  them  but  from  despair  of 

•B  cases  of  civil  insolvency,  without  a  pardon  better.    They  are  a  dishonourable  invention, 

from  his  creditor,  he  ^  to  be  imprisoned  for  by  which,  not  from  humanity,  not  from  policy ; 

life: — and  thus  a  miserable  mistaken  inven-  but  merely  because  we  have  not  room  enough 

Ikn  of  artificial  science,  operates  to  change  a  to  hold  these  victims  of  the  absurdity  of  our 

civil  into  a  criminal  judgment,  and  to  scourge  laws,  we  turn  loose  upon  the  public  three  or 

Buslbrtune  or  indiscretion  with  a  punishment  four  thousand  naked  wretches,  corrupted  by 

which  tho  law  does  not  inflict  on  the  greatest  the  habits,  debased  by  the  ignominy,  of  a 

crimes.  prison.    If  the  creditor  had  a  right  to  those 

The  next  fault  is,  that  the  inflicting  of  that  carcasses  as  a  natural  security  for  his  property, 

pimishment  is  not  on  the  opinion  of  an  equal  and  I  am  sure  we  have  no  right  to  deprive  him  of 

pubiic  judge ;  but  is  referred  to  the  arbitrary  that  security.    But  if  the  few  pounds  of  flesh 

discretion  of  a  private,  nay  interested,  and  were  not  necessary  to  his  security,  we  had  not 

irritated,  individual.    He,    who  fbrmaUy  is,  a  right  to  detain  the  unfortunate  debtor,  with- 

■od  substantially  ought  to  be,  the  judge,  is  in  out  any  benefit  at  all  to  the  person  who  confined 

reality  no  more  than  ministerial,  a  mere  execu-  him. — Take  it  as  you  will,  we  commit  injus- 

tive  instrument  of  a  private  man,  who  is  at  tice.  Now  Lord  Beauchamp's  bill  intended  to 

onee  judge  and  party.    Every  idea  of  judicial  do  deliberately,  and  with  great  caution  and 

Ofd«'  is  subverted  by  thb  procedure.    If  the  circumspection,  upon  each  several  case,  and 

imolveocy  be  no  crime,  why  ig  it  punished  with  all  attention  to  the  just  claimant,  what  acts 

with  arbitrary  imprisoimient  ?  If  it  be  a  crime,  of  grace  do  in  a  much  greater  measure,  and  with 

why  is  it  delivered  into  private  hands  to  pardon  very  little  care,  caution,  or  deliberation. 

without  discretion,  or  to  punish  without  mercy  I  suspect  that  here  too,  if  we  contrive  to 

and  without  measure  ?  oppose  this  bill,  we  shall  be  found  in  a  struggle 

To  these  faults,  gross  and  cruel  faults  in  our  against  the  nature  of  things.    For  as  we  grow 

aw,thie  excellent  principle  ofLordBeauchamp's  enlightened,  the  public  will  not  bear,  for  any 

bifl  applied  some  sort  of  remedy.,  I  know  that  length  of  time,  to  pay  for  the  maintenance  of 

credit  must  be  preserved;  but  equity  must  be  whole  armies  of  prisoners,  nor,  at  tlicir  own 

preserved  too  ;  and  it  is  impossible  that  any  expense,  submit  to  keep  jails  as  a  sort  of  gar- 

tfaiof  should  be  necessary  to  commerce,  whicn  risons,  merely  to  fortify  tho  absurd  principle  of 

b  inconsistent  with  justice.    The  principle  of  making  men  judges  in  their  own  cause.    For 

eradit  was  not  weakened  by  that  bill.    God  credit  has  little  or  no  concern  in  tliis  cruelty. 

iifbid  !    The  enforcement  of  that  credit  was  I    speak  in  a  commercial  assembly.     You 

snly  put  into  the  same  public  judicial  hands  on  know  that  credit  is  given,  because  capital 

ufaicfa  we  depend  for  our  lives,  and  all  that  must  be  employed ;  that  men  calculate  the 

Bakes  life  dear  to  us.    But,    indeed,   this  chances  of  insolvency ;  and  they  either  with- 

buiness  was  token  up  too  warmly  both  here  hold  the  credit,  or  make  tlie  debtor  pay  the  risk 

and  elsewhere.    The  bUl  was  extremely  mis-  in  the  price.     The   counting-house  has  no 

tdwa.    It  was  supposed  to  enact  what  it  never  alliance  with  the  jail.    Holland  understands 

enacted ;  and  complaints  were  mode  of  clauses  trade  as  well  as  we,  and  she  has  done  much 

in  it  as  novehies.  which  existed  before  the  more  than  this  obnoxious  bill  intended  to  do 
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There  was  not,  vvhen  Mr.  Howard  Tiaited  lawa  haTe  cmihed  its  ezertkMM,  and  our  morsb 

HoH&nd,  more  than  one  prisoner  for  debt  in  ba?e  shamed  its  appearance  in  daj-li^t     I 

the  great  city  of  Rotterdam.    Although  Loud  hare  pursued  this  spirit  wherever  I  oould  trace 

Beauchamp's  act  (which  was  previous  to  this  it ;  bat  it  still  fled  from  me.  It  was  a  ghost  which 

UU,  wnd  intended  to  feel  the  way  for  it)  has  all  had  heard  of,  but  none  had  seen.    None 

■fewdy  preserved  liberty  to  thousands ;  and  would  acknowledge  that  he  thought  the  public 

Ifaoagfa  it  is  not  three  years  since  the  last  act  proceeding  with  regard   to  our  Catholic  di»- 

of  grace  passed,  yet  by  Mr.  Howard's  last  senters  to  be  bUuneaLle ;  but  several  were  sorry 

Moount,  there  were  near  three  thousand  again  it  had  made  an  ill  impression  upon  others,  and 

In  Jail.    I  cannot  name  this  gentleman  with-  that  my  interest  was  hurt  by  my  share  b  tho 

Mt  remarking,  that  his  labours  and  writings  business.    I  find  with  satis&cUon  and  pride, 

hftve  done  much  to  open  the  eyes  and  hearts  that  not  above  four  or  five  in  this  ci^  (and  1 

of  mankind.    He  has  visited  aU  Europe— not  dare  say  these  misled  by  some  gross  misre* 

to  survey  the  sumptuousness  of  palaces,  or  the  presentation)  have  signed  that  symbd  of  de* 

■tateliness  of  temples ;  not  to  make  accurate  lusion  and  lx>nd  of  sedition,  that  libel  on  the 

measurements  of  the  remains  of  ancient  gran-  national  religion  and  English  character,  the 

dear,  nor  to  form  a  scale  of  the  curiosity  of  Protestant  Association.   It  is  therefore,  gentle> 

modem  art ;  not  to  collect  medals,  or  collate  men,  not  by  way  of  cure  but  of  preventioa, 

manuscripts : — but  to  dive  into  the  depths  of  and  lest  the  arts  of  wicked  men  may  prevail 

dungeons ;  to  plun^  into  the  infection  of  hos-  over  the  integrity  of  an§r  one  among  us,  that 

pitaL ;  to  survey  the  mansions  of  sorrow  and  I  think  it  necessary  to  open  to  you  the  merita 

pain ;  to  take  the  guage  and  dimensions  of  of  this  transaction  pretty  much  at  large  ;  and 

misery,  depression,  and  contempt ;  to  remero-  I  beg  your  patience  upon  it :  for,  although  the 

ber  the  forgotten,  to  attend  to  the  neglected,  to  reasonings  that  have  been  used  to  depreciate 

visit  the  forsaken,  and  to  compare  ajid  collate  the  act  are  of  little  force,  and  thoueh  the 

the  distresses  of  all  men  in  all  countries.   His  authority  of  the  men  concerned  in  this   iU 

plan  is  original ;  and  it  is  as  full  of  genius  as  design  is  not  very  imposing ;  yet  the  audacious- 

it  is  of  humanity.    It  was  a  voyage  of  dis-  ness  of  these  conspirators  against  the  natiooal 

covery;  a  circumnavigation  of  charity.  Already  honour,  and  the  extensive  wickedness  of  their 

Ae  benefit  of  his  labour  is  felt  more  or  less  in  attempts,  have  raised  persons  of  little  impor> 

every  country :  I  hope  he  will  anticipate  his  tance  to  a  degree  of  evil  eminence,  and  im- 

final  reward,  by  seeing  all  its  effects  fully  parted  a  sort  of  sinister  dignity  to  proceeding 

realized  in  his  own.    He  will  receive,  not  by  that  had  their  origin  in  only  the  meanest  and 

retail  but  in  gross,  the  reward  of  those  who  blindest  malice. 

visit  the  prisoner;  and  he  has  so  forestalled         In  explaining  to  you  the  proceedings  of  par- 

and  monopolized  this  branch  of  charity,  that  liament  which  have  been  complained  of,  I  will 

there  will  be,  I  trust,  little  room  to  merit  by  state  to  you,-^rst,  the  thing  that  was  done  ^-> 

such  acts  of  benevolence  hereafter.  next,  the  persons  who  did  it ; — and  lastly,  the 

Nothing  now  remains  to  trouble  you  with,  grounds  and  reasons  upon  which  the  legidiatare 

but  the  fourth  charge  against  me — the  business  proceeded  in  this  deliberate  act  of  public  jus- 

cf  the  Roman  Catholics.    It  is  a  business  tice  and  public  prudence, 
dosely  connected  with  the  rest.    They  are        Gentlemen,  the  conditicm  of  our  nature  is 

all  on  one  and  the  same  principle.    My  little  such,  that  we  buy  our  blessings  at  a  price, 

sdieme  of  c(Miduct,  sudi  as  it  is,  is  all  arranged.  The  Reformalion,  one  of  the  greatest  period 

I  could  do  nothing  but  what  I  have  done  on  of  human  improvement,  was  a  time  of  trouble 

this  subject,  without  confounding  the  whole  and  confusion.    The  vast  structures  of  super* 

train  of  my  ideas,  and  disturbing  the  whole  stition  and  tyranny,  which  had  been  ibr  ages 

order  of  my  life.  Gentlemen,  I  ought  toapolo-  in  rearing,  and  which  was  combined  with  the 

gize  to  you,  lor  seeming  to  think  any  thing  at  interest  of  the  great  and  of  the  many ;  which 

all  necessary  to  be  said  upon  this  matter.  The  was  moulded  into  the  laws,  the  manners,  and 

calumn3\  is  fitter  to  be  scrawled  with  the  mid-  civil  institutions  of  nations,  and  blended  with 

sight  chalk  of  incendiaries,  with'*  No  popery,*'  the  frame  and  policy  of  states;  could  not  be 

oo  walls  and  doors  of  devoted  houses,  than  brought  to  the  ground  without  a  fearful  strug^; 

to  be  mentioned  in  any  civilized  company.    I  nor  could  it  fall  without  a  violent  concussion  of 

had  heard,  that  the  spirit  of  discontent  on  itself  and  all  about  it.    When  this  great  ren^ 

that  subject  was  very  {nrevalent  here.    With  lution  watf  attempted  in  a  more  regular  mode 

pl^tsure  I  find  that  I  have  been  grossly  misin-  by  government,  it  was  opposed!  by  plots  and 

formed.    If  it  exists  at  all  in  this  city,  the  seditions   of  the  people ;    when  by  popolv 
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efforts,  it  was  repressed  as  rebellion  b7  the  and  the  bread  ofjour  children,  was  taxed  fiir  t 

hand  of  power;  uid  bloody  executions  (often  pecuniary  reward  to  stimulate  avarice  to  db 

bloodily  returned^  marked  Jie  whole  of  its  pro-  what  nature  refused,  to  inform  and  proseente 

grc»i  through  all  its  ^tages.    The  affairs  of  on  this  law.      Every  Roman  Catholic  mM 

religion,  which  are  no  longer  heard  of  in  the  under  the  same  act,  to  (brfeit  his  estate  to  li|i 

tumult  of  our  present  contentions,  made  a  nearest  Protestant  relation,  until,  throdgli  t 

principal  ingredient  in  the  wars  and  politics  profession  of  what  he  did  not  believe,  ha  i^ 

of  that  time  ;  the  enthusiasm  of  religion  durew  deemed  by  his  hypocrisy,  what  the  law  had 

a  gloom  over  the  politics ;  and  political  into-  transferred  to  the  kinsman  as  the  ncomp$am 

rvvts  poisoned  and  perverted  the  spirit  of  re-  of  his  'profligacy.    When  thus  turned  oat  of 

ligian  upon  all  sides.    The  Protestant  religion  doors  firom  his  paternal  estate,  he  was  disalM 

ia  that  violent  struggle,  infected,  as  the  Popish  from   acquiring   any  other  by  any  indiartiy, 

had  been    before,    by   worldly  interest   and  donation   or    charity ;    but  was  rendered  t 

worldly  passions,  became  a  persecutor  in  its  foreigner  in  his  native  land,  only  because  he 

turn,  sometimes  of  the  now  sects,  which  car-  retained  the  religion,  along  with  the  property, 

ried  their  own  principles  further  than  it  was  handed  down  to  him  from  those  who  had  been 

convenient   to  the   original  reformers  ;  and  the  old  inhabitants  of  that  land  before  him. 

always  of  the  body  from  whom  they  parted ;  Does  any  one  who  hears  me,  approve  this 

and  this  persecuting  spirit  arose,  not  only  from  scheme  of  things,  or  think  there  is  common 

tfie  bitterness  of  retaliation,  but  from  the  mer-  justice,  common  sense,  or  common  honesty  in 

^less  policy  of  fear.  any  part  of  it?    If  any  does,  let  him  say  it, 

It  was  long  before  the  spirit  of  true  piety  and  I  am  ready  to  discuss  the  point  with  torn- 

and  true  wisdom,  involved  in  the  principles  of  per  and  candour.    But  instead  of  approving,  I 

the  Reformation,  could  be  depurated  from  the  perceive  a  virtuous  indignation  beginning  to 

dregs  snd  feculence  of  the  contention  with  rise  in  your  minds  on  the  mere  cold  stating  of 

wluch  it  was  carried  through.    However,  until  the  statute. 

this  be  done,  the  Reformation  is  not  complete ;  But  what  will  you  feel,  when  you  know  from 

and  those  who  think   themselves  good  Pn^  history  how  this  statute  passed,  and  what 


testants,  from  their  animosity  to  others,  are  in  the  motives,  and  what  the  mode  of  making  it? 

that  respect  no  Protestants  at  all.    It  was  at  A  party  in  this  nation,  enemies  to  the  system 

first  thought  necessary,  periiaps,  to  q>pose  to  of  the  revolution,  were  in  opposition  to  die 

Popery  another  Popery,  to  get  the  better  of  it  govenmient  of  king  William.    They  knew  that 

"Whatever  was  the  cause.  Laws  were  made  in  our  glorious  deliverer  was  an  enemy  to  all 

many  countries,  and  in  this  kingdom  in  par^  persecution.    They  knew  that  he  came  to  firee 

ticuiar,  against  Papists,  which  are  as  bloody  us  from  slavery  and  popery,  out  of  a  country, 

as  any  of  those  which  had  been  enacted  by  the  where  a  third  of  the  people  are  contented 

popish  princes  end  states ;  and  where  Uioee  Catholics  under  a  Protestant  government.    He 

laws  were  not  bloody,  in  my  opinion,  they  came  with  a  part  of  his  army,  composed  of 

were  worse;  as  they  were  ^ow,  cruel  out-  those  very  Catholics,  to  overset  the  power  of  a 

rages  on  our  nature,  and  kept  men  alive  only  popish  prince.  Such  is  the  effect  of  a  tolerating 

to  insult  in  their  persons  everyone  of  the  rights  spirit:  and  so  much  is  liberty  served  in  every 

and  feelings  of  humanity.    I  pass  those  sta-  way,  and  by  all  persons,  by  a  manly  adheronoe 

tutes,  because  I  would  spare  your  pious  ears  to  its  own  principles.    Whilst  freedom  is  true 

the  repetition  of  such  shocking  things  ;  and  I  to  itself,  every  thing  becomes  subject  to  it;  and 

come  to  that  particular  law,  the  repeal  of  idiich  its  very  adversaries  are  an  instrument  in  ill 

hai  {Nxxluced  so  many  unnatural  and  unex-  hands. 

pected  consequences.  The  party  I  speak  of  (like  some  among  vm 

A  statute  was  fabricated  in  the  year  1699,  who  would  disparage  the  best  friends  of  meir 

by  which  the  saying  maM  (a  church-service  country)  resolved  to  make  the  king  either  vio* 

in  the  Latin  tongue,  not  exactly  the  same  as  late  his  princifdes  of  toleration,  or  incur  the 

oor  liturgy,  but  very  near  it,  tnd  containing  odium  of  protecting  Papists.    Thev  thqrefbte 

no  offence  whatsoever  against  the  laws,  or  brou^  in  this  biU,  and  made  it  purpoodly 

against  good  morals)  was  forged  into  a  crime  wicked  and  absurd  that  it  might  be  rejected, 

punishable  with  perpetual  imprisonment.  The  The  then  court^par^,  discovering  their  game, 

tirifhing  school,  an  us^ul  and  virtuous  oocupa-  turned  the  tables  on  them,  and  returned  tbeir 

lioo,  even  the  teaching  in  a  private  &mily,  bill  to  them  stuffed  with  still  greater  abeordi- 

WM  in  every  Catholic  subjected  to  the  same  ties,  thai  its  loss  might  lie  upon  its  original 

punishment.    Your  industry,  autbori     They,  finding  their  own  ball  thnma 
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beck  to  them,  kicked  it  back  again  to  their  higher  obligation  of  their  coDScieoce,  did  not 

adversaries.    And  thus  this  act,  loaded  with  constantly  throw  every  difficult  in  the  way 

the  double  injustice  of  two  parties,  neither  of  of  such  informers.    But  so  inefiectual  is  th« 

whom  intended  to  pass,  what  they  hoped  the  power  of  legal  evasion  against  legal  iniquity, 

•Cher  would  be  persuaded  to  reject,  went  through  that  it  was  but  the  other  day,  that  a  lady  cf 

tlie  legislature,  contrary  to  the  real  wish  of  all  condition,  beyond  the  middle  of  life,  was  oc 

parts  of  it,  and  of  all  the  parties  that  composed  the  point  o£  being  stripped  d*  her  whole  fortune 

It.    In  thli  manner  these  insolent  and  profli-  by  a  near  relation,  to  whom  she  had  been  a 

IpUe  factions,  as  if  they  were  playing  with  balls  friend  and  benefactor :  and  she  must  have  bees 

and  counters,  made  a  sport  of  the  fortunes  and  totally  ruined,  without  a  power  c^  redress  or 

die  liberties  of  their  fellow-creatures.    Other  miti^tion  from  I  he  courts  of  law,  had  not  the 

acts  of  persecution  have  been  acts  of  malice,  legislature  itself  rushed  in,  and  by  a  special  act 

This  was  a  subversion  of  justice  from  wanton-  of  parliament  rescued  h^  from  the  injustice  of 

and  petulance.    Look  into  the  history  of  its  own  statutes.    One  of  the  acts  authorizing 


Bishop  Burnet.     He   is  a  witness  without  such  things  was  that  which  wo  in  part  repealed, 

exception.  knowing  what  our  duty  was ;  and  doing  that 

The  effects  of  the  act  have  been  as  mis-  duty  as  mcn'of  honour  wad  virtue,  as  good  Pkx>» 

chievous,  as   its  origin    was  ludicrous   and  testants,  and  as  good  citizens.    Let  him  stand 

idiamcful.    From  that  time  every  person  of  forth  that  disapproves  what  we  have  done! 
that  communion,  lay  and  ecclesiastic,  has  been         Gh)ntlemen,  bad  laws  are  the  worst  sort  of 


obliged  to  fly  from  the  face  of  day.   The  clergy,  tyranny.    In  such  a  country  as  this  they 

concealed   in    garrets  of  private  houses,  or  of  all  bad  things  the  worst,  worse  by  far  than 

obliged  to  take  a  shelter  (liardly  safe  to  them-  any  where  else ;  and  they  derive  a  particular 

■elves,  but  infinitely  dangerous  to  their  coun-  malignity  even  from  the  wisdom  and  soundneaa 

tiy)  under  the  privileges  of  foreign  ministers,  of  the  rest  of  our  institutions.    For  very  obri- 

officiated  as  their  servants,  and  under  their  ous  reasons  you  cannot  trust  the  crown  with  a 

protection.    The  whole  body  of  the  Catholics,  dispensing  power  over  any  of  your  laws.  How^ 

condemned  to  beggary  and  to  ignorance  in  ever,  a  government,  be  it  as  bad  as  it  may,  will 

their  native  land,  have  been  obliged  to  learn  in  the  exercise  of  a  discretionary  power,  di»- 

the  principles  of  letters,  at  the  hazard  of  all  criminate  times  and  persons ;  and  will  not  or- 

their  other  principles,  from  the  charity  of  your  dinarily  pursue  any  man,  when  its  own  safety 

enemies.    They  have  been  taxed  to  their  ruin  is  not  concerned.     A   mercenary   informer 

at  the  pleasure  of  necessitous  and  profligate  knows  no  distinction.    Under  such  a  system, 

relations,  and  according  to  the  measure  of  their  the  obnoxious  people  are  slaves,  not  only  to  the 

necessity  and  profligacy.    Examples  of  this  government,  but  they  live  at  the  mercy  of  evety 

are  many  and  affecting.     Some  of  them  are  individual ;  they  are  at  once  the  slaves  of  the 

known  by  a  friend  who  stands  near  me  in  this  whole  community,  and  of  every  part  of  it ;  and 

hall.    It  is  but  six  or  seven  years  since  a  cler-  the  worst  and  most  unmercifbl  men  are  diose 

gyman  of  the  name  of  Malcmy,  a  man  of  on  whoso  goodness  theyinost  depend, 
morals,  neither  guilty  nor  accused  of  any  thing        In  this  situation  men  not  only  shrink  from  the 

noxious  to  the  state,  was  condemned  to  per-  frowns  ofa  stem  magistrate;  but  they  are  obliged 

petual  imprisonment  for  exercising  the  func-  to  fly  from  their  very  species.    The  seeds  of 

tions  of  his  religion;  and  aflcr  lying  in  jail  destruction  are  sovni  in  civil  btercourse,  in 

two  or  three  years,  was  relieved  by  the  mercy  social  habitudes.      The  blood  of  wholesome 

of  government  from  perpetual  imprisonment,  kindred  is  infected.  Their  tables  and  beds  are 

on   condition   of  perpetual   banishment.    A  surrounded  with  snares.    All  the  means  gireo 

brother  d*  the  earl  of  Shrewsbury,  a  Talbot,  by  Providence  to  make  life  safe  and  comfiirt- 

a  name  respectable  in  this  country,  whilst  its  able,  are  perverted  into  instruments  of  terronr 

glory  is  any  part  of  its  concern,  was  hauled  to  and  torment.    This  species  of  universal  sul>> 

the  bar  of  the  Old  Bailey,  among  common  serviency,  that  makes  the  very  servant  wfae 

felons,  and  only  escaped  the  same  doom,  either  waits  b^ind  your  chair,  the  arbiter  of  your 

by  some  errour  in  the  process,  or  that  the  life  and  fortune,  has  such  a  tendency  to  de> 

wretch  who  brought  him  there  could  not  cor-  grade  and  debase  mankind,  and  to  deprire 

reedy  describe  his  person ;  I  now  forget  which,  them  of  that  assured  and  liberal  state  of  mind, 

—In  sliort,  the  persecution  would  never  have  which  alone  can  make  us  what  we  ought  to 

relented  for  a  moment,  if  the  judges  super-  be,  that  I  vow  to  God  I  would  sooner  bring 

seding  (though  with  an  ambiguous  example)  myself  to  put  a  man  to  immediate  deeth  ftr 

die  strict  rule  of  their  artificial  dutv  by  the  opinions  I  disliked,  and  so  to  get  rid  of  the 
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jaan  aod  his  opbii*  as  at  once,  than  to  fret  his  country^  or  m  the  field  to  defend  it.    But  in 

him  with  a  fererish  being,  tainted  with  the  all  well-wrought  compositions,  some  partict^ 

jail-distemper  of  a  contagious  servitude  to  lars  stand  out  more  eminently  than  the  nttt% 

keep  him  abore  ground,  an  animated  mass  of  and  the  things  which  will  carry  his  name  to 

putrefaction,  corrupted  himself,  and  corrupting  posterity,  are  his  two  bills ;  I  mean  that  tbt  t 

all  about  him.  limitation  of  the  claims  of  the  crown  npoo 

The  act  repealed  was  of  this  direct  ten-  landed  estates ;  and  this  for  the  relief  of  the 

dency ;  and  it  was  made  in  the  manner  which  Roman  Catholics.     By  the  former,  he  hii 

I  have  related  to  you.    I  will  now  tell  you  by  emancipated  property ;  by  the  latter  he  hv 

whom  the  bill  of  repeal  was  brought  into  par-  quieted  conscience ;  ind  by  both,  he  has  taiq^ 

iiament.    I  find  it  has  been  industriously  given  that  grand  lesson  to  government  and  sabjeeC, 

out  in  this  city  (from  kindness  to  me  unques-  —no  longer  to  regard  each  other  as  advene 

tiooably)  that  I  was  ths  mover  or  the  seconder,  parties. 

The  (act  is,  I  did  not  once  open  my  lips  on  the  Such  was  tho  mover  of  the  act  that  is  com- 

M^ject  during  the  whole  progress  of  the  bill,  plained  of  by  men,  who  are  not  quite  so  good 

I  do  not  say  this  as  disdaimmg  my  share  in  as  he  is  ;  an  act,  most  assuredly  not  brou^  In 

that  measure.   Very  far  from  it.    I  inform  you  by  him  from  any  partiality  to  the  sect  which  is 

of  this  fact,  lest  I  should  seem  to  arrogate  to  the  object  of  it.     For,  among  his  fiuibs,  I 

nyself  the  merits  which  belong  to  others.    To  really  cannot  Jielp  reckoning  a  greater  degree 

have  been  the  man  chosen  out  to  redeem  our  of  prejudice  against  that  people,  than  becomei 

feOow-citizens  from  slavery ;  to  purify  our  biws  so  wise  a  man.    I  know  that  he  inclinet  to  a 

from  absurdity  and  injustice;  and  to  cleanse  sort  of  disgust,  mixed  with  a  considwifate 

our  religion  from  the  blot  and  stain  d'persecu-  degree  of  asperity,  to  the  system ;  and  he  Imui 

tioo,  would  be  on  honour  and  happiness  to  few,  or  rather  no  habits  with  any  of  its  pio> 

niuch  my  wishes  would  undoubtedly  aspire ;  fessors.  What  he  has  done  was  on  quite  other 

bat  to  which  nothing  but  my  wishes  could  have  motives.    The  motives  were  these,  which  ke 

possibly  entitled  mo.    That  great  work  was  in  declared  in  his  excellent  speech  on  his  motion 

bands  in  every  respect  far  better  qualified  than  for  the  bill ;  namely,  his  extreme  zeal  to  the 

mine.    The  mover  of  the  bill  was  Sir  Greorge  Protestant  religion,  which  he  thought  utteify 

Savile.  disgraced  by  the  act  of  1699  ;  and  his  rooted 

When  an  act  of  great  and  signal  humanity  hatred  to  all  kind  of  oppression,  under  any 

was  to  be  done,  and  done  with  all  the  weight  colour,  or  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever. 

and  authority  that  belonged  to  it,  the  world  The  seconder  was  worthy  of  the  mover,  and 

could  cast  its  eyes  upon  none  but  him.    I  hope  the  motion.    I  was  not  the  seconder ;  it  was 

that  few  things  which  have  a  tendency  to  bless  Mr.  Dunning,  Recorder  of  this  city.    I  shall 

or  to  adorn  life,  have  wholly  escaped  my  ob-  say  the  less  of  him,  because  his  near  rdation 

servation  in  my  passage  through  it.    I  have  to  you  makes  you  more  particularly  acquainted 

sought  the  acquaintance  of  that  gentleman,  and  with  his  merits.    But  I  should  appear  little 

have  seen  him  in  all  situations.    He  is  a  true  acquainted  with  them,  or  little  sensible  of  them, 

genius;  with  an  understanding  vigorous,  and  if  I  could  utter  his  name  on  this  occasion  witb- 

•cute,  and  refined,  and  distinguished  even  to  out  expressing  my  esteem  for  his  character.   I 

OKcess;  and  illuminated  with  a  most  imboun-  am  not  afraid  of  offending  a  most  learned  body 

ded,  peculiar,  and  original  cast  of  inuigination.  and  most  jealous  of  its  reputation  for  that  lear- 

With  these  he  possesses  many  external  and  ning,  when  I  say  ho  is  the  first  of  his  profce 

ivtnxmental  advantages ;  and  he  makes  use  of  sion.    It  is  a  point  settled  by  those  who  aettle 

ihem  all.    His  fortime  is  among  the  largest ;  every  thing  else ;  and  I  must  add  (what  I  am 

a  fortune  which,  wholly  unincumbered,  as  it  enabled  to  say  from  my  own  long  and  dote 

li,  without  one  single  diarge  from  luxury,  va-  observation)  that  there  is  not  a  man,  of  wmy 

nily,  or  excess,  sinks  under  the  benevolence  profession,  or  in  any  situation,  of  a  more  erect 

of  Its  dispenser.    This  private  benevolence,  and  independent  spirit ;  of  a  more  proud  ho- 

«ipanding  itself  into  patriotism,  renders  his  nour ;  a  more  manly  mind ;  a  more  firm  and 

whole  being  the  estate  of  the  public,  in  which  determined  integrity.    Assure  yourselves,  that 

be  has  not  reserved  a  peculium  for  himself  of  the  names  of  two  such  men  will  bear  a  great 

profit,  diversion,  or  relaxation.    During  the  load  of  prejudice  in  the  other  scale,  before  tbey 

•essioo,  the  first  in,  and  the  last  out  oif  the  can  be  entirely  outweighed. 

bouse  of  commons ;  he  passes  from  the  senate  With  this  mover,  and  this  seconder,  agreed 

to  Uie  camp ;  and  seldom  seeing  the  seat  of  his  the  whole  house  of  commons ;  the  totuie  house 

anoeflfors,  he  is  always  in  the  senate  to  serve  of  lords :  the  loAols  bench  of  bishofa ;  the  king 
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tlie  ministry ;  the  oppontioo ;  til  the  diitin-     oommunioQ.      The   address  shewed  what  I 
flushed  clergy  of  the  estahlishment ;  all  the     kng  languished  to  see,  that  all  the  subjects  of 
eminent  lights  (for  they  were  consulted)  of  the     England  had  cast  off  all  foreign  riews  and 
dissenting  churches.    This  accocding  voice  of     conneciions,  and  that  every  man  looked  for 
national  wisdom  ought  to  be  listened  to  with     his  relief  from  every  grievance,  at  the  hands 
everence.    To  say  that  all  these  descriptions     only  of  his  own  natural  government. 
cf  En^idunen  unanimously  concurred  in  a        It  was  necessary,  on  our  part,  that  the  na- 
■dieme  for  introducing  the  Catholic  religion,     tural  government  ^ould  shew  itself  worthy  of 
or  tha^  none  of  them  understood  the  nature     that  name.    It  was  necessary,  at  the  crisis  I 
■ad  effects  of  what  they  were  doing,  so  wcU     speak  of,  that  the  supreme  power  of  the  state 
as  a  few  obscure  clubs  of  people,  whose  names     should  meet  the  conciliatory  dispositions   of 
you   never   heard  of,  is  shamelessly  absurd,     the  subject.    To  delay  protection  wouki  be 
Surely  it  is  paying  a  miserable  compliment  to     to  reject  allegiance.    Anid  why  should  it  be 
the  religion  we  profess,  to  suggest  that  every     rejected,  or  even  coldly  and  suspiciously   re- 
tiling  eminent  in  the  kingdom  is  indifferent,  or  ceived  ?   If  any   independent  Catholic  state 
•Ten  adverse  to  that  religion,  and  that  its  se-     should  choose  to  take  part  with  this  kin^locn 
curity  is  wholly  abandoned  to  the  zeal  of  those,  in  a  war  with  France  and  Spam,  that  bigot 
who  have  nothing  but  their  zeal  to  distinguish     (if  such  a  bigot coukl  be  found)  would  be  heiund 
them.    In  weighing  this  unanimous  concur-  with  little  respect,  who  could  dream  of  objec- 
rence  of  whatever  the  nation  has  to  boast  of,  ting  his  religion  to  an  ally,  whom  the  nation 
I  hope  you  will  recollect,  that  all  these  con-  would  not  only  receive  with  its  freest  thanks, 
ccirring  parties  do  by  no  means  love  one  ano-  but  purchase  with  the  last  remains  of  its  eat- 
ther  enough  to  agree  in  any  point,  which  was  hausted  treasure.    To  such  an  ally  we  dMxiki 
not,  both  evidently,  and  importantly,  right.  not  dare  to  whisper  a  single  sylli^e  of  those 
To  prove  this ;  to  prove,  that  the  measure  base  and  invidious  topics,  upon  which,  aoii» 
was  both  clearly  and  materially  proper^  I  will  unhappy  men  would  persuade  the  state,  to  re- 
next  lay  before  you  (as  I  promised)  the  politi-  ject  the  duty  aad  allegiance  of  its  own  mem- 
eal  grounds  and  reasons  for  the  repeal  of  that  bers.    Is  it  then  because  foreigners  are   in  a 
penal  statute ;  and  the  motives  to  its  repeal  at  condition  to  set  our  malice  at  defiance,  that 
that  particular  time.  with  them,  we  are  willing  to  contract  engag»> 

Gentlemen,  America When  the  English  ments  of  friendship,  and  to  keep  them  with 

nation  seemed  to  be  dangerously,  if  not  irre-  fidelity  and  honour ;    but  that,  because  we 

eoverably  divided ;  when  one,  and  that  the  conceive  some  descriptions  of  our  countrymen 

most    growing  branch,   was    torn  from    the  are  not  powerful  enough  to  punish  our  inalig* 

parent  stock,  and  ingrafted  on  the  power  of  nity,  we  will  not  permit  them  to  support  our 

France,  a  great  terrour  fell  upon  this  kingdom,  common  interest  ?  Is  it  on  that  ground,  that 

On  a  sudden  we  awakened  from  our  dreams  our  anger  is  to  be  kindled  by  their  offered 

of  conquest,  and  saw  ourselves  threatened  with  kindness  ?  Is  it  on  that  ground,  that  they  are 

an  immediate  invasion ;  which  we  were  at  to  be  subjected  to  penalties,  because  they  are 

that  time  very  ill  prepared  to  resist    You  re-  vrilling,  by  actual  merit,  to  purge  themselves 

member  the  cloud  that  gloomed  over  us  all.  fiom  imputed  crimes  ?    Lest  by  an  adherence 

la  that  hour  of  our  dismay,  from  the  bottom  of  to  the  cause  of  their  country  they  shoukl  ac- 

the  hiding-places,  into  which  the  indiscrimi-  quire  a  title  to  (air  and  bquilable  treatment, 

nate  rigour  of  our  statutes  had  driven  them,  are  we  resolved  to  furnish  them  with  causes  of 

eame  out  the  body  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  eternal  enmity ;  and  rather  supply  them  with 

They  appeared  before  the  steps  of  a  tottering  just  and  founded  motives  to  disaffection,  than  not 

throne,  with  one  of  the  most  sober,  measured,  to  have  that  disaffection  in  existence  to  justify 

ateady,  and  dutiful  addresses  that  was  ever  an  oppression,  which,  not  from  policy  but  din* 

|iresented  to  the  crown.    It  was  no  holyday  position,  we  have  pre-dctermined  to  exercissf 
ceremony  ;    no    anniversary  compliment   of         What  shadow  of  reason  could  be  assigned, 

parade  and  show.    It  was  signed  by  almost  why,  at  a  time,  when  the  most  Protestant  part 

every  gentleman  of  that  persuasion,  (^  note  or  of  this  Protestant  empire  found  it  for  its  ad* 

property,  in   England.    At  such  a  crisis,  no-  vantage  to  unite  with  the  two  principal  Poplrii 

tiling  but  a  decided  resolution  to  stand  or  (all  states,  to  imite  itself  in  the  closet  bonds  with 

with  their  country  could  have  dictated  such  an  France  and  Spain,  for  our  destruction,  that 

address ;  the  direct  tendency  of  which  was  to  we  should  refuse  to  unite  with  our  o%vn  Ca^ 

cut  off  all  retreat ;  and  to  render  them  peculi-  tholic  countrymen  for  our  own  preservation 't 

wAj  obnoxious  to  an  invader  of  their  own  Ought  we,  like  madmen,  to  tear  (^  the  plats 
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XerSf  that  the  lenient  hand  of  prodenoe  had  whidi    aerenl  of  m/  worthy  feUow^timM 

spread  orer  the  wounds  and  gashes,  which  in  were  groaning. 

our  delirium  of  ambition  we  had  giren  to  our  Impjrtant  effects  followed  this  act  of  w» 

own  body  ?   No  person  ever  reprobated  the  dom.    They  appeared  at  home  and  abroady  tv 

American  war  more  than  I  did,  and  do,  and  the  great  benefit  of  this  kingdom ;  aiui,  let  mo 

•rer  shall.    But  I  never  will  consent  that  we  hope,  to  the  advantage  of  tnnnkin/i  at  laifo 

iiioald  lay  additional  voluntary  penalties  oq  It  betokened  miion  among    ourselves.     I; 

oursdves,  (or  a  fault  which  carries  but  too  shewed  soundness,  even  on  the  partjof  dio 

Biiich  of  its  own  punishment  inits^own  nature,  persecuted,  which  generally  is  the  weak  side 

For  one,  I  was  delighted  with  the  proposal  of  of  every  community.    But  its  most  **f*nritl 

intemal  peace.    I  accepted  the  blessing  with  operation  was  not  in  England.    The  act  was 

thankfulness  and  transport ;  I  was  truly  hi^ppy  immediately,  though  very  imperfectly,  copied 

to  find  one  good  effect  of  our  civil  distractions,  in  Ireland ;  and  this  imperfect  transcript  of  an 

that  they  had  put  an  end  to  all  religious  strife  imperfect  act,  this  first  faint  sketch  of  tote- 

■nd  he&rt-buming  in  our  own  bowels.    What  ration,  which  did  little  more  than  disckMO  a 

must  be  the  sentiments  of  a  man,  who  would  principle,  and  mark  out  a  disposition,  oom- 

wish  to  perpetuate  domestic  hostility,  wheo  the  pleted  in  a  most  wonderful  manner  the  ro- 

eauses  of  dispute  are  at  an  end  ;  and  who,  cry-  union  to  the  state,  of  all  the  Catholics  of  ditt 

lag  out  for  peace  with  one  part  of  the  nation  country.    It  made  us,  what  we  ought  abrayt 

on  the  most  humiliating  terms,  should  deny  to  have  been,  one  family,  one  body,  one  heart 

it  to  those,  ^o  offer  fi'iendship  without  any  and  soul,  against  the  family-combination,  and 

tennft  at  all  ?  all  other  combinations  of  our  enemies.    We 

But  if  I  was  tmable  to  reconcile  sudi  a  de-  have  indeed  obligations  to  that  people,  who 

Dial  to  the  contracted  principles  of  local  doty,  received  such  souJl  benefits  with  so  much 

what  answer  could  I  give  to  the  broad  claims  gratitude ;  and  for  which  gratitude  and  attach* 

of  general  humanity  ?  I  confess  to  you  fifeely,  ment  to  us,  I  am  afraid  they  have  suffered  not 

that  the  sufferings  and  distresses  of  the  people  a  little  in  other  |daces. 

of  America  in  this  cruel  war,  have  at  times  I  dare  say,  you  have  a/l  heard  of  the  privi* 

ftflected  me  more  deeply  than  I  can  express.  leges  indulged  to  the  Irish  Catholics  residing  in 

I  lelt  every  Gazette  of  triumph  as  a  Uow  Spain.    You  have  likewise  heard  with  vdiat 

upon  my  heart,  which  has  an  hundred  times  circumstances  of  severity  they  have  been  latdy 

sunk  and  tinted  within  roe  at  all  the  mischiefii  expelled  from  the  sea-ports  of  that  kingdom ; 

brought  upon  those  who  bear  the  whole  brunt  driven  into  the  inland  cities ;  and  there  de- 

ofwar  in  the  heart  of  their  country.    Tet  the  tained  as  a  sort  of  prisoners  of  state.    I  have 

Americans  are  utter  strangers  to  me ;  a  nation  good  reason  to  believe,  that  it  was  the  zeal  to 

nmoog  whom  I  am  not  sure  that  I  have  a  our  government  nnd  our  cause,  (somewhat 

single  acquaintance.     Was  I   to  suffer  my  indiscreetly  expressed  in  one  of  the  addresses 

mind  to  be  so  unaccountably  warped  ;  was  I  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,)  which  has  thus 

to  keep  such  iniquitous  wei^ts  and  measures  drawn  down  on  their  heads  the  indignation  of 

of  temper  and  of  reason,  as  to  sympathize  with  the  court  of  Madrid ;  to  the  inexpressible  Wmb 

those  who  are  in  open  rebellion  against  an  of  several  individuals,  and  in  future,  perhaps, 

authority,  which  I  respect,  at  war  with  a  coun-  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  whole  of  their 

tfy  which  by  every  title  ought  to  be,  and  is  body.    Now  that  our  people  should  be  perte* 

most  dear  to  roe ;  and  yet  to  have  no  feeling  at  cuted  in  Spain  for  their  attachment  to  this 

an  for  (ho  hardships  and  indignities  suffered  country,  and  persecuted  in  this  country  fer 

by  m«i,  who  by  their  very  vicinity,  are  bound  their  supposed  enmity  to  us,  is  such  a  jarring 

up  in  a  nearer  relation  to  us ;  who  contribute  reconciliation  of  contradictory  distresses,  is  a 

fteir  riiare,  and  more  than  their  share,  to  the  thing  at  once  so  dreadful  and  ridiculous,  that 

irtffinn  prosperity ;  who  perform  the  coounon  no  malice  short  of  diabolical,  woukl  wish  to 

nflci^i  of  social  life,  and  who  obey  the  biws  to  continue  any  human  creatures  in  such  a  sitiK 

dbo  fiiQ  as  well  as  I  do  7  Gentlemen,  the  dan-  ation.    But  honest  men  ^11  not  forget  either 

fsr  lo  the  state  berog  out  of  the  question  (of  their  merit  or  their  sufferings.     There  are 

mfaich,  let  me  tell  you,  statesmen  themselves  men,  (and  many,  I  trust,  there  are,)  who,  out 

ars  apt  to  have  but  too  exquisite  a  sense)  I  of  love  to  their  country  and  their  kind,  would 

cooki  assign  no  one  reason  of  justice,  policy,  torture  their  invention  to  find  excuses  for  the 

or  feeling,  for  not  concurring  most  cordially,  mistakes  of  their  brethren ;  and  who,  to  stifU 

as  most  cordially  I  did  concur,  in  softening  dissension,  would  construe  even  doubtful  ap- 

MBs  part  of  thiat  shameful  servitude  under  pearanees,  with  the  utmost  favour :  such  men 
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will  never  persuade  themselvet  to  be  ingeoiaoa     Low  Countries.    What  a  ■pectact*  would  ii 
and  refined  in  discovering  disaffection  and  trea-  be  to  Europe,  to  see  us  at  Jiis  time  of  day, 
■on  in  the  manifest  palpable  signs  of  suffering     balancing  the  account  of  t-  ranny  with  those 
loyalty.    Pcrsecutioo  is  so  wmafJiral  to  them,  very  countries,  and  by  orir  persecutioos,  dri- 
that  they  gladly  snatch  the  very  6nt  opporto-  ting  back  trade  and  manufacture,  as  a  sort  o( 
nity  of  laying  aside  all  the  tricks  and  devices  vagabonds,  to  their  original  settlement !    But 
of  penal  politics ;  and  of  returning  home,  afler  I  trust  we  shall  be  saved  tAs  last  of  disgraces, 
all  thrir  irksome  and  vexatious  wanderings,  to  So  far  as  to  the  effect  of  the  act  on  the  in- 
cur natural  family  mansion,  to  the  grand  social  terests  of  this  nation.     With  regard  to  the 
principle,  that  unites  all  men,  in  all  descrip-  interests  of  mankind  at  large,  I  am  sure  the 
tions,  under  the  shadow  of  an  equal  and  im-  benefit  was  very  considerable.     Long  befixre 
'  partial  justice.  this  act,  indeed,  the  spirit  of  t<Meration  began 
Men  of  another  sort,  I  mean  the  bigoted  to  gain  ground  in  Europe.    In  Holland,  the 
enemies  to  liberty,  may,  perhaps,  in  their  po>  third  part  of  the  people  are  Catholics ;  they 
litics,  make   no    account  of  the  good  or  ill  live  at  ease;  and  are  a  sound  part  of  the 
affection  of  tlie  Catholics  of  England,  vdio  are  state.    In  many  parts  of  Germany,  Protea- 
but  an  handful  of  people  (enough  to  torment,  tants  and  Papists  partake  the  same  cities,  the 
but  not  enough  to  fear,)  perhaps  not  so  many,  same  councils,  and  even  the  same  churches, 
of  both  sexes  and  of  all  ages,  as  fifly  thousand.  The  unbounded  liberality  of  the  king  o£  Prus- 
But,  gentlemen,  it  is  poesiblo  you  may  not  sia's  conduct  on  this  occasion  is  known  to  all 
know,  tliat  the  people  uf  that  persuasion  in  the  worU ;  and  it  is  of  a  piece  with  the  other 
Ireland  amount  at  least  to  sixteen  or  seventeen  grand  maxims  of  his  reign.     The  magnani- 
hundred  thousand  souls.    I  do  not  at  all  ex-  mity  of  the  imperial  court,  breaking  through 
aggcrate  the  number.    A  nation  to  be  perse-  the  narrow  principles  of  his  predecessors,  has 
cutcd !    Whilst  we  were  masters  of  tlie  sea,  indulged  its  protestant  subjects,  not  only  with 
embodied  with  America,  and  in  alliance  with  property,  with  worship,  with  liberal  educUioo ; 
half  the  powers  of  the  continent,  we  might  but  with  honours  and  trusts,  both  civil  and 
perhaps,  in  that  remote  comer  of  Europe,  military.    A  worthy  protestant  gentleman  of 
afford  to  tyrannize  with  impunity.    But  there  this  country  now  fills,  and  fills  with  credit,  a 
is  a  revolution  in  our  affairs,  which  makes  it  high    ofTice    in  the    Austrian    Netherlands, 
prudent  to  be  just.    In  our  late  awkward  con-  Even  tlic  Lutheran  obstinacy  of  Sweden  has 
test  with  Ireland  about  trade,  had  religion  been  thawed  at  length,  and  opened  a  toleration  to 
thrown  in,  to  ferment  and  embitter  the  mass  all  religions.    1  know  myself,  that  in  France 
of  discontents,  the  consequences  might  have  the  Protestants  begin  to  be  at  rest.    The  army, 
been  truly  dreadful.    But  very  happily,  that  which  in  that  country  is  every  thing,  is  open 
cause  of  quarrel  Mf  as  previously  quieted  by  the  to  them;   and  some  of  the  military  rewards 
wisdom  of  the  acts  I  am  commending.  and  decorations  which  tlie  laws  deny,  are  sup- 
Even  in  England,  where  I  admit  the  danger  plied  by  others,  to  make  the  service  acceptable 
from  the  discontent  of  that  persuasion  to  be  less  and  honourable.    The  first  minister  of  finance 
than  in  Ireland ;  yet  even  here,  had  we  listened  in  that  country,  is  a  Protestant.    Two  years 
lothecouncilsof  fanaticism  and  fully,  we  might  i^-ar  without  a  tax  is  among  the  first-fruits  of 
have  wounded  ourselves  very  deeply  ,    and  their  liberality.    Taniished  as  the  glory  of  this 
wounded   ourselves   in   a   very  tender  port,  nation  is,  and  as  far  as  it  has  waded  into  the 
You  are  apprised,  that  the  Catholics  of  Eng-  shades  of  an  eclipse,  some  beams  of  its  former 
land  consist  mostly  of  our  best  manufacturers,  illumination  still  play  upon  its  surface  ;  and 
Had  the  legislature  chosen,  instead  of  returning  what  is  done  in  England  is  still  looked  to,  as 
their  declarations  of  duty  with  correspondent  argument,  and  as  example.  It  is  certainly  true, 
good-will,  to  drive  them  to  despair,  tlicre  is  a  that  no  law  of  this  country  ever  net  with  such 
country  at  their  very  door,  to  which  tliey  would  universal  applause  abroad,  or  was  so  likely  to 
bo  invited ;  a  country  in  all  respects  as  good  produce  the  perfection  of  that  tolerating  spirit, 
as  ours,  and  with  the  finest  cities  in  the  world  which,  as  I  observed,  has  been  long  gaining 
ready  built  to  receive  them.    And  thus  the  ground  in  Europe ;  for  abruad,  it  was  univer> 
bigotry  of  a  free  country,  and  in  an  enlightened  sally  thought  that  we  had  done,  what,  I  am 
age,  would  have  re-peopled  the  cities  of  Flan-  sorry  to  say,  we  had  not ;  they  thought  we  bad 
ders,  wiiich,  in  the  darkness  of  two  hundred  granted  a  full  toleration.    That  opinion  was 
years  age,  had  been  desolated  by  the  super-  however  so  far  from  hurting  the  Protestant 
stition  of  a  cruel  tyrant.    Our  manufacturers  cause,  that  I  declare,  with  de  most  serious 
were  the  growth  of  the  persecutions  in  the  solemnity,  my  firm  belief,  thtt  no  one  thin^ 


PREVIOUS  TO  THE  ELECTION.  83$ 

4oiie  for  these  fifty  years  past,  was  so  likely  to  unravel  diis  tastore  from  below  than  ftoan 

prove  deeply  beneficial  to  our  religion  at  large  above,  beginning  with  the   latest,  which,  in 

as  Sir  George  Savile's  act.    In  its  eflTeots  it  general  practice,  is  the  severest  eviU    It  was 

was,  **an  act  for  tolerating  and  protecting  alleged,  that  this  iriow  proseeding  would  be 

Protestantism  throughout  Europe  :**  and  I  hope  attraded  with  the  advantage  of  a  progressive 

that  those  who  were  taking  steps  for  the  quiet  experience;  and  that  the  people  woukl  grow 

and  settlement  of  our  Protestant  brethren  in  reconciled  to  toleration,  when  they  should  Ind 

other  countries,  will  even  yet,  rather  consider  by  the  effects,  that  justice  was  not  so  irreoon* 

dM  steady  equity  of  the  greater  and  better  citable  an  enemy  to  convenience  as  they  had 

part  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  than  the  imagined. 

WMUtj  and  violence  of  a  few.  These,  gentlemen,  were  the  reasons  why 

I  perceive,  gentlemen,  by  the  manner  of  all  we  left  this  good  work  in  the  rude  unfinished 

•bvat  me,  that  you  look  with  horrour  on  the  state,  in  which   good  works  are  conunonly 

wicked  clamour  which  has  been  raised  on  this  left,  through  the  tame  circumspection  with 

■object;  and  that  instead  of  an  apok>|7  for  which  a  timid  prudence  so  firequently  enervates 

what  was  done,  you  rather  demand  from  me  beneficence.    In  doing  good,  we  are  generally 

an  account,  why  the  execution  of  the  scheme  cold,  and  languid,  aiKi  sluggish;  and  of  aU 

ef  toleration,  was  not  made  more  answerable  things  afiuid  of  being  too  much  in  the  right 

to  the  large  and  liberal  grounds  on  which  it  But  the  works  of  malice  and  injustice  are  quite 

was  taken  up.    The  question  is  natural  and  in  another  style.     They  are  finished  with  a 

proper ;  and  I  remember  that  a  great  and  bold  masterly  hand ;  touched  as  they  are  with 

iearned  magistrate,*    distinguished  for    his  the  spirit  of  those  vehement  passions  that  call 

strong  and  systematic  understanding,  and  who  forth  all  our  energies  whenever  we  oppress  and 

at  that  time  was  a  member  of  the  house  of  persecute. 

oommoos,  made  the  same  objection  to  the  pro-  Thus  this  matter  was  left  for  the  time,  with 

eeeding.    The  statutes,  as  they  now  stand,  are,  a  full  determination  in  parliament,  not  to  suffer 

without  doubt,  perfectly  absurd.    But  I  beg  other  and  worse  statutes  to  remain  for  the 

leave  to  explain  the  cause  of  this  gross  imper-  purpose  of  counteracting  the  benefits  proposed 

feetioa,  in  the  tolerating  plan,  as  well  and  as  by  the  repeal  of  one  penal  law  ;  for  nobody 

shortly  as  I  am  able.  It  was-universally  thought,  then  dreamed  of  defending  what  was  done  as 

that  the  session  ought  not  to  pass  over  without  a  benefit,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  no  benefit 

doing  aanuMng  in  this  business.     To  revise  at  all.    We  were  not  then  ripe  for  so  mean  a 

the  whole  body  of  tho  penal  statutes  was  con-  subterfuge. 

eeived  to  be  an  object  too  big  for  the  time.  I  do  not  wish  to  go  over  the  horrid  scene 
The  penal  statute  therefore  which  was  chosen  that  was  afterwards  acted.  Would  to  God  it 
fcr  repeal  (chosen  to  shew  our  disposition  to  could  be  expunged  for  ever  from  the  annahi  of 
ooQcitiate,  not  to  perfect  a  toleration)  was  this  this  country !  But  since  it  must  subsist  ibr 
act  of  ludicrous  cruelty,  of  which  I  have  just  our  shame,  let  it  subsist  for  our  instruction.  In 
given  you  the  history.  It  is  an  act,  which,  the  year  1780,  there  were  found  in  this  nation 
though  not  by  a  great  deal  so  fierce  and  blo^y  men  deluded  enough  (ibr  [  give  the  whde  to 
of  the  rest,  was  infinitely  more  ready  their  delusion)  on  pretences  of  zeal  and  piety. 


m  tho  execution.    It  was  the  act  which  gave  without  any  sq|^  of  provocation  whatsoever, 

lbs  greatest  encoura^^ent  to  those  pests  of  real  or   pretonoed,  to  make  a  desperate  at- 

aoeiety,  mercenary  informers,  and  interested  tempt,  which  would  have  consumed  all  the 

ifistarbers  of  household  peace ;  and  it  was  ob-  glory  and  power  of  this  country,  in  the  flames 

served  with  truth,  that  the  prosecutions,  either  of  London ;  and  buried  all  law,  order,  and  reli- 

eairied  to  conviction  or  compounded,  for  many  gion,  under  the.  ruins  of  the  metropolis  of  the 

years,  had  been  all  commenced  upon  that  act.  Protestant  world.    Whether  all  this  mischief 

It  was  said,  that  whilst  we  were  deliberating  done,  or  in  the  direct  train  of  doing,  was  in 

oa  a  more  perfect  scheme,  the  spirit  of  the  their  original  scheme,  I  cannot  say ;  I  hope  it 

age  would  never  come  up  to  the  execution  of  ^ff^^  not ;  but  this  would  have  been  the  una 

the  ttatuies  which  remained ;   especially  as  voidable  consequence   of  their    proceedings, 

laars  steps,  and  a  co>operation  of  more  minds  h&d  not  the  flames  they  had  lighted  up  in  theii 

and  powers  were   required  towards  a  mis-  fury  been  extinguished  in  their  blood. 

cfaie^ous  useof  them,  than  for  the  execution  All  the  time  that  this  horrid  scene  was 

of  the  act  to  be  repealed ;  that  it  was  better  to  acting,  or  avenging,  as  well  as  for  some  time 

before,  and  ever  since,  the  wicked  instigators 

•  The  Chaneellor  of  this  unhappy  muhitude,  guilty,  with  evan 
Vol.  I.^«1                                   Q 
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aggravation,  of  all  their  crimes,  and  screened        In  this  audacious  tumdt,  when  our  voy 

in  a  cowardly  darkness  from  their  punishment,  name  and  character  as  gentlemen,  was  to  bs 

continued,  without  interruption,  pity  or  re-  cancelled  for  ever  along  with  the  faith  and 

morse,  to  Uow  up  the  blind  rage  of  the  popu-  honour  o[  the  nation,  I,  who  had  exerted  my> 

lace,  with  a  continued  blast  of  pestilential  self  very  little  on  the  quiet  passing  of  the  hill, 

libelis,  which  infected  and  poisoned  the  veiy  thought  it  necessary  then  to  come  forward.    I 

air  we  breathed  in.  was  not  alone  ;  but  though  some  distinguishsd 

The  main  drift  of  all  the  libels,  and  all  the  members  on  all  sides,  and  particularly  on  oun, 

riots,  was,  to  force  parliament  (to  persuade  us  added  much  to  their  high  reputation  by  tfas 

was  hopeless)  into  an  act  of  national  perfidy,  part  they  took  on  that  day,  (a  part  which  will 

which  has  no  example.    For,  gentlemen,  it  is  be  remembered  as  long  as  honour,  spirit,  and 

proper  you  should  all  know  what  infamy  we  eloquence  have  estimation  in  the  wotU,)  I  may 

escaped  by  refusing  that  repeal,  for  a  r^usal  and  will  value  myself  so  far,  that  yielding  m 

of  which,  it  seems,  I,  among  others,  stand  abilities  to  many,  I  yieUed  in  zeal  to  nooa. 

somewhere  or  other  accused.    When  we  took  With  warmth  and  with  vigour,  and  animated 

away,  on  the  motives  which  I  had  the  honour  with  &  just  and  natural  indignation,  I  called 

oC stating  to  you,  a  few  of  the  innumerable  forth  every  faculty  that  I  possessed,  and  I 

pelialties  upon  an  oppressed  and  injured  peo-  directed  it  in  every  way  in  whidi  I  couU  pot 

pie,  the  relief  was  not  absolute,  but  given  on  a  sibly  employ  it.    I  laboured  night  and  day.   1 

stipulation  and  compact  between  them  and  laboured  in  parliament:  I  laboured  oat  (^paN 

us;  for  we  bound  down  the  Roman  Catholics  liament.     If  therefore  the  resolution  of  the 

with  the  most  solemn  oaths,  to  bear  true  alle-  house  of  commons,  refusing  to  commit  this  act 

giance  to  this  government ;  to  abjiire  all  sort  of  unmatched  turpitude,  be  a  crime,  I  am 

of  temporal  power  in  any  other ;  and  to  re-  guilty  among  the  foremost.  But  indeed,  wfaat- 

nounce,  under  the  same  solenm  obligations,  everthefaults  of  that  house  may  have  been,  no 

the  doctrine  of  sjrstematic  perfidy,  with  which  (me  member  was  found  hardy  enough  to  pfo> 

they  stood  (I  conceive  very  unjustly)  charged,  pose  so  infamous  a  thing ;  and  on  full  debate 

Now  our  modest  petitioners  came  up  to  us,  we  passed  the  resolution  against  the  petitiooi 

most  humbly  praying  nothing  more,  than  that  with  as  much  unanimity,  as  we  had  forraeriy 

we  should  break  our  faith,  without  any  one  passed  the  law,  of  which  these  petitions  dfr> 

cause  whatsoever  of  (brfeiture  assigned ;  and  manded  the  repeal. 

when  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom  had,  on  their        There  was  a  circumstance  (justice  will  not 

part,  fully  performed  their  engagement,  we  suffer  me  to  pass  it  over)  which,  if  any  thing 

should  refuse,  on  our  part,  the  benefit  we  had  could  enforce  the  reasons  I  have  given,  woold 

stipulated  on  the  performance  of  those  very  fully  justify  the  act  of  relief,  and  render  a 

conditions  that  were  prescribed  by  our  own  repeal,  or  any  thing  like  a  repeal,  umatml, 

authority,  and  taken  on  the  sanction  of  our  impossible.    It  was  the  behaviour  of  the  pei^ 

public  faith^That  is  to  say,  when  we  had  secuted  Roman  Catholics  under  the  acts  of 

inveigled  them  with  fair  prombes  within  our  violence  and  brutal  insolence,  which  they  sof 

door,  we  were  to  shut  it  on  them ;  and,  adding  fered.    I  suppose  there  are  not  in  London  le« 

mockery  to  outrage — ^to  tell  them,  **  Now  we  than  four  or  five  thousand  of  that  persuasMB 

have  got  you  fast — ^your  consdences  are  bound  from  my  country,  who  do  a  great  deal  of  the 

to  a  power  resolved  on  your  oestruction.    We  most  laborious  works  in  the  metropolis ;  and 

have  made  you  swear,  that  your  religion  ob-  they  chiefly  inhabit  those    quarters,   whidi 

liges  you  to  keep  your  faith :  fools  as  you  are !  were  the  principal  theatre  of  the  fury  of  the 

we  will  now  let  you  see,  that  our  religion  bigoted  multitude.    They  are  known  to  bs 

enjoins  us  to  keep  no  faith  with  you.*' — They  men  of  strong  arms,  and  quick  iedings,  and 

who  would  advisedly  call  upon  Us  to  do  such  more  remarkable  for  a  determined  resohitioB, 

things,  must  certainly  have  thought  us  not  than  clear  ideas,  or  much  foresight.     Bat 

only  a  convention  of  treacherous  tyrants,  but  a  though  provoked  by  every  thing  that  can  stir 

gang  of  the  lowest  and  dirtiest  wretches  that  the  blood  of  men,  their  bouses  and  diapeb  in 

ever  disgraced  humanity.     Had  we  done  this,  flames,  and  with  the  most  atrocious  pro&na- 

we  should  have  indeed  proved,  that  there  were  tions  of  every  thing  whidi  they  hdd  sacred 

9ome  in  the  world  whom  no  faith  could  bind ;  before  their  eyes,  not  a  hand  was  moved  to 

and  we  should  have  canvieUd  ourselves  of  that  retaliate,  or  even  to  defend.    Had  a  conflict 

odious  principle  of  which  Papists  stood  aocumd  once  begun,  the  rage  of  their  persecutors  would 

by  those  very  savages,  who  wished  us,  on  that  have  redoubled.    Thus  fury  increasing  by  the 

accusation,  to  deliver  them  over  to  tlieir  fury.  reverberation  of  outrages,  house  being  fired  in 
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<«0U8e,  tnd  church  for  chapel,  I  am  convincedi  could  be  collected  in  London,  sufficient  to 

that  no  power  under  heaven  could  have  pre«  frighten  us  out  of  all  our  ideas  of  policy  and 

vented  a  general  conflagration ;  and  at  this  day  justice  1    Were  we  to  wait  for  the  profound 

London  would  have  b^n  a  tale.    But  I  am  lectures  on  the  reason  of  state,  ecclesiastical 

well  informed,  and  the  thing  speaks  it,  that  and  political,  which  the  Protestant  association 

their  clergy  exerted  their  whole  influence  to  have  since  condescended  to  read  to  us  ?    Or 

keep  their  people  in  such  a  state  of  forbearance  were  we,  seven  hundred  peers  and  commoners, 

•ad  quiet,  as,  when  I  look  back,  fills  me  with  the  only  persons  ignorant  of  the  ribald  inveo* 

astonishment ;  but  not  with  astonishment  only,  tives,  which  occupy  the  place  of  argument  in 

Their  merits  on  that  occasion  ought  not  to  be  those  remonstrances,  which  every  man  of  com- 

Ihrgotten ;  nor  will  they,   when  Englishmen  men  observation  had  heard  a  thousand  times 

come  to  recollect  themselves.    I  am  sure  it  over,  and  a  thousand  times  over  had  despised? 

were   far  more  proper  to  have  called  them  All  men  had  before  heard  what  they  have  to 

fcrth,  and  given  them  the  thanks  of  both  houses  say;  and  all  men  at  this  day  know  what  they 

«f  parliament,  than  to  have  suffered  those  wor-  dare  to  do ;  and  I  tnist,  all  honest  men  are 

Ihy  clergymen,  and  excellent  citizens,  to  be  equally  influenced  by  the  one,  and  by  the  other, 

hinted  into  holes  and  comers,  whilst  we  are  But  they  tell  us,  that  those  our  fellow-citi- 

ing  low-minded  inquisitions  into  the  num-  zens,  whose  chains  we  have  a  little  relaxed, 

of  their  people  ;  as  if  a  tolerating  principle  are  enemies  to  liberty  and  our  free  constitu- 

never  to  prevail,  unless  we  were  very  tion. — Not  enemies,  I  presume,  to  their  own 

mre  tliat  only  a  few  could  possibly  take  ad-  liberty.    And  as  to  the  constitution,  until  we 

vantage  of  it.     But  indeed  we  are  not  yet  give  them  some  share  in  it,  I  do  not  know  on 

"Well  recovered  of  our  fright     Our  reason,  I  what  pretence  we  can  examine  into  their  opi- 

trust,  will  return  with  our  security;  and  this  nions  about  a  business  in  which  they  have  no 

vnfbrtunate  temper  will  pass  over  like  a  cloud,  interest  or  concern.     But  after  all,  are  we 

Gtenllemen,  I  have  now  laid  before  you  a  few  equally  sure,  that  they  are  adverse  to  our  con- 

of  the  reasons  for  taking  away  the  penalties  of  stitution,  as  that  our  statutes  are  hostile  and 

(he  act  of  1699,  and  for  refusing  to  establish  destructive  to  them?  For  my  part,  I  have  rea- 

ihem  on  the  riotous  requisition  of  1780.    Be-  son  to  believe,  their  opinions  and  inclinations 

cause  I  would  not  sufler  any  thing  which  may  in  that  respect  are  various,  exactly  like  tho^ 

be  for  your  satisfaction  to  escape,  permit  me  of  other  men :  and  if  they  lean  more  to  the 

jost  to  touch  on  the  objections  urged  against  crown  than  I,  and  than  many  of  you  think  toe 

our  act  and  our  resolves,  and  intended  as  a  ought,  we  must  remember,  that  he  who  aims 

justification  of  the  violence  offered  to  botli  at  another's  life,  is  not  to  be  surprised  if  ho 

booses.   "  Parliament,"  they  assert,  "  was  too  flies  into  any  sanctuary  that  will  receive  him. 

hasty,   and  they  ought,  in  so  essential  and  The  tenderness  of  the  executive  power  is  tho 

alarming  a  change,  to  have  proceeded  with  a  natural  asylum  of  those  upon  whom  the  laws 

&r  greater  degree  of  deliberation.''  The  direct  have  declared  war ;  and  to  complain  that  men 

eootrary.    Parliament  was  too  slow.    They  are  inclined  to  favour  the  means  of  their  own 

look  fourscore  years  to  deliberate  on  the  repeal  safety,  is  so  absurd,  that  one  forgets  the  in- 

of  an  act  which  ought  not  to  havo  survived  a  justice  in  the  ridicule. 

ieooQd  session.    When  at  length,  after  a  pro-  I  must  fairly  tell  you,  that  so  far  as  my  prin- 

crastinationof  near  a  century,  tho  business  was  ciples  are  concerned,  (principles,  that  I  hope 

taken  op,  it  proceeded  in  the  most  public  man-  will  only  depart  with  my  last  breath,)  that  I 

ler,  by  the  ordinary  stages,  and  as  slowly  as  a  have   no  idea  of  a  liberty  unconnected  with 

kw  so  evidently  right  as  to  be  resisted  by  none,  honesty  and  justice.    Nor  do  I  believe,  that 

wodd  naturally  advance.    Had  it  been  read  any  good  constitutions  of  government  or  of 

tfvee  times  in  one  day,  we  should  have  shewn  freedom,  can  find  it  necessary  for  their  secu- 

floly  a  b<K:oming  readiness  to  recognise  by  pro-  rity  to  doom  any  part  of  the  people  to  a  per- 

teetion  the  undoubted  dutiful  behaviour  of  those  manent  slavery.    Such  a  constitution  of  free- 

whom  we  had  but  too  long  punished  for  offences  dom,  if  such  can  be,  is  in  effect  no  more  than 

of  presumption  or  conjecture.    But  for  what  another  name  for  the  tyranny  of  the  strongest 

§oi  was  that  bill  to  linger  beyond  the  usual  faction;  and  factions  in  republics  have  been, 

period  of  an  unopposed  measure  ?    Was  it  to  and  are,  full  as  capable  as  monarchs,  of  the 

be  d^yed  imtil  a  rabble  in  Edinburgh  should  most  cruel  oppression  and  injustice.    It  is  but 

dictate  to  the  church  of  England  what  mea-  too  true,  that  the  love,  and  even  tho  very  idea, 

lore  of  persecution  was  fitting  for  her  safety  ?  of  genuine  liberty,  is  extremely  rare.   It  is  ba 

Waa  it  to  be  adjourned  until  a  fanatical  force  ttx>  true,  that  there  are  manv,  wbove  wkole 
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■dieiDe  of  freedom  is  nMife  op  of  pride,  per-  eoCertaini  it,  atone  time  or  odberw9ectlriri] 

▼eneoesty  and  inaoieoce.    llwy  fed  tfrna-  brinf  oo  its  rain. 

selves  in  a  state  of  thraldom,  they  ima^inB  We  are  told  that  this  is  not  a  reli^ioas  p» 

that  their  soak  are  cooped  and  cabined  in,  on-  secation,  and  its  abettors  are  land  in  diarim 

lem  they  hare  some  man,  or  some  body  of  ming  all  sererities  on  acooant  of  eoaaeseMaa 

men,  dependent  on  their  mercy.    This  desire  Very  fine  indeed!  then  let  it  be  so;  tfiayvi 

of  having  some  one  bdow  them,  descends  to  not  penecotors;  they  are  ody  tyraals.   WU 

those  who  are  the  very  loiwest  of  all, — and  a  all  ray  heart.    I  am  perfectly  indiiV 

Protestant  coUer,  debased  by  his  porer^,  bat  cerning  die  pretexts  upon  which  we 

exalted  by  his  Amn  of  the  ruling  diardi,  feels  one  aiMther ;  or  whedwr  it  be  fer  the 

a  pride  in  knofring  it  is  by  his  generositjr  alone,  tntion  of  the  dnirdi  of  England,  or  fer  Ai 

that  the  peer,  whose  ibotinan's  instep  be  men-  constitution  of  the  state  of  England,  that  pn^- 

sores,  is  able  to  keep  his  chaplain  from  a  jail  pie   dioose    to    make  their  IHliiii  iiiilii 

This  disposition  is  the  true  scarce  of  the  pas-  wretched.  When  we  were  sent  into  a  pJawd 

sion,  which  many  men,  in  rery  humble  life,  anthority,  yoo  that  sent  os  had  yoarselw  IM 

have  taken  to  the  American  war.  Our  sdbjects  one  commission  to  gire.   Toa  coold  giie  m 

in  America ;  our  colonies ;  our  dependants,  none  to  wrong  or  oppress,  or  eren  to  sudfer 

This  lust  of  party-power,  is  the  liberty  they  kind  of  oppression  or  wrong,  on  any 

hunger  and  thirst  (or ;  and  this  Syren  song  cf  whatsoerer ;  not  on  political,  as  in  the 

ambition,  has  charmed  ears,  that  one  would  of  America ;  not  on  commercial,  as  in 

have  thought  were  nerer  organized  to  that  sort  of  Ireland ;  not  in  civO,  as  in  the  laws  tm 

of  music.  debt ;  not  in  religious,  as  in  the  statutes  a^niH 

This  way  dCpnmenUng  the  dtiuns  6y  deno--  Protestant  or  Catholic  dissenters.    The  Sntf- 

minations  and  general  descr^ptiofu,  digniSed  by  sified  but  connected  febric  of  imirenal  jasliM, 

the  name  of  reason  of  state,  and  security  for  b  well  cramped  and  bohed  together  in  al  ik 

constitutions  and  commonwealths,  is  nothing  parts ;  and  depend  upon  it,  I  hare  never  ao^ 

better  at  bottom,  than  the  miserable  inventioa  ployed,  and  I  never  shall  employ,  any  e^pM 

of  an  ungenerous  ambition,  which  would  fein  of  power  which  may  come  into  my  haadi^  to 

hold  the  sacred  trust  of  power,  without  any  of  wreodi  it  asunder.    AD  shall  stand,  if  I  tm 

the  virtues  or  any  of  the  energies,  that  give  a  help  it,  and  all  shall  stand  connected.    After 

title  to  it ;  a  receipt  of  policy,  made  up  of  a  all,  to  complete  this  work,  mud)  remains  to  bo 

detestable  compound  of  malice,  cowardice,  and  done;  mudi  in  the  East,  mudi  in  the  W«t 

sloth.     They  wodd  govern  men  agaiost  dieir  But  great  as  the  work  is,  if  our  wUl  be  rea^i 

will ;   but  in  that  government  they  would  be  our  powers  are  not  deficient, 

iischarged  from  the  exercise  of  vigilance,  pro-  Since  you  have  suffered  me  to  trouble  yosao 

/idence,  and  fortitude ;  and  therefore,  that  they  much  on  this  subject,  permit  me,  gentlemea^  to 

may  sleep  on  their  watch,  they  consent  to  take  detain  3rou  a  little  longer.    I  am  indeed  OMMt 

some  ope  division  of  the  society  into  partner-  solicitous  to  give  you  perfect  satiafikctiaB.  *  1 

ship  of  the  tyranny  over  the  rest.    But  let  find  there  are  some  of  a  better  and  softer  aatan 

govcmpient,  in  what  form  it  may  be,  compre-  than  the  persons  with  whom  I  have  sappMad 

licnd  the  whole  in  its  justice,  and  restrain  the  myself  in  debate,  who  neither  think  ill  of  tba  isl 

suspicious  by  its  vigilance  ;  let  it  keep  watch  of  relief,  nor  by  any  meuns  desire  the  rspeal, 

and  ward ;  let  it  discover  by  its  sagacity,  and  yet  who,  not  accusing  but  lamenting  what  fns 

punish  by  its  firmness,  all  delinquency  against  done,  on  account  of  the  consequences,  have 

its  power,  whenever  delinquency  exists  in  the  frequently  expressed  tlieir  wish,  that  the  kta 

overt  acts  ;  and  then  it  will  be  as  safe  as  ever  act  had  never  been  made.    Some  of  this  dl^ 

God  and  nature  intended  it  should  be.  Crimes  scription,  and  persons  of  worth,  I  have  mmc 

aro  the  acts  of  indiriduals,  and  not  of  deno-  with  in  this  city.    They  conceive,  that  Ikn 

minations ;  and  therefore  arbitrarily  to  dass  prejudices,  whatever  they  might  be,  of  a  Ittfa 

men  under  general  descriptions,  in  order  to  part  of  the  people,  ought  not  to  haw  beaa 

proscribe  and  punish  them  in  the  lump  for  a  shodced ;  that  their  opinions  ou^t  to  hinra 

presumed  delinquency,  of  which  perhaps  but  a  been  preriously  taken,  and  mudi  attended  to ; 

part,  perh^M  none  at  all,  are  guilty,  is  indeed  and  that  thereby  the  late  horrid  scenes  ori^ 

a  compendious  method,  and  saves  a  world  of  have  been  prevented. 

trouble  about  proof;  but  such  a  method  instead  I  confess,  my  notions  are  widdy  difieml; 

cf  being  law,  is  an  act  of  unnatural  rebellion  and  I  never  was  less  sorry  for  any  actioa  of 

against  the  legal  dcmiinion  of  reason  and  jus-  my  life.    I  like  the  bill  the  better,  on  yrmff 

tice ;  hdA  this  vice,  in  any  constitutioii  that  of  the  events  of  all  kinds  that  followed  it.    I 
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relieved  the  real  sufieren ;  it  itreDgtheiied  the  lelf  is  competent  to  alter  the  eieentiml  cootti* 

st&te ;  and,  by  the  disorders  that  ensued,  we  tution  of  right  and  wrong,  sure  I  am,  that  auoh 

had  dear  erideoce  that  there  lurked  a  temper  thingtf  as  they  and  I,  are  possessed  of  no  such 

•omewfaere,  which  ought  not  to  be  fostered  by  power.    No  man  carries  furthor  than  I  do  tha 

the  laws.    No  ill  consequences  whatever  could  pdicy  of  making  government  pleasing  to  ikib 

be  attributed  to  the   act  itseUl    We  knew  pe<^e.    But  the  widest  range  of  this  pditic 

beforehand,  or  we  were  poorly  instructed,  that  con^>laisance  is  confined  within  the  limits  of 

toleration  is  odious  to  the  intolerant ;  freedom  justice.    I  would  not  aaXy  consult  the  interest 

to  oppressors ;  property  to  robbers ;  and  all  of  the  pec^le,  but  I  would  cheerfully  gratiQr 

kinds  and  degrees  of  prosperity  to  the  envious,  their  humours.    We  are  all  a  sort  of  chiklreo 

We  knew,  that  all  these  kinds  o[  men  wouU  that  must  be  soothed  and  managed.    I  think  I 

^bdly  gratify  their  evil  dispositions  under  the  am  not  austere  or  formal  in  ray  nature.    I 

sanction  of  law  and  religion,  if  they  could :  if  would  bear,  I  would  even  royseif  play  my  part 

diej  could  not,  yet,  to  make  way  to  their  ob-  in,  any  innocent  buffooneries,  to  divert  thea. 

jects,  they  would  do  their  utmost  to  subvert  But  I  never  will  act  the  tyrant  for  their  amute> 

nl  religion  and  all  law.    This  we  certainly  ment.    If  they  will  mix  malice  in  their  sports, 

knew.    But  knowing  this,  is  there  any  reason,  I  shall  never  consent  to  throw  them  any  iiviof;, 

because  thieves  break  in  and  steal,  and  thus  sentient,  creature  whatsoever,  no,  not  so  mu^ 

Iring  detriment  to  you,  and  draw  ruin  on  them-  as  a  kitling,  to  torment. 

■shres,  that  I  am  to  be  sorry  that  you  are  in        **  But  if  I  profess  all  this  impolitic  stubborn^ 

poaaessiunof  shops,  and  of  ware-houses,  and  of  ness,  I  may  chance  never  to  be  elected  into 

wholesome  laws  to  protect  them  7    Are  you  to  Parliament."    It  is  certainly  not  pleasing  to 

bnld  no  houses,  because  desperate  men  may  be  put  out  of  the  public  service.    But  I  wirii 

pdl  theradown  upon  their  own  heads?    Or,  to  be  a  member  of  Parliament,  to  have  way- 

if  ft  malignant  wretch  will  cut  his  own  throat  share  (^  doing  good  and  resisting  evil.    It 

becmnse  he  sees  you  give  alms  to  the  necessitous  would  therefore  be  absurd  to  renounce  my  ob» 

and  deserving ;  shall  his  destruction  be  attri*  jects,  in  order  to  obtain  my  seat.    I  deceive 

kmed  to  your  charity,  and  not  to  his  own  de-  myself  indeed  most  grossly,  if  I  had  not  muck 

pkirable  madness  ?    If  we  repent  of  our  good  rather  pass  the  remainder  of  my  life  hidden  in 

actions,  what,  I  pray  you,  is  leflfor  our  faidta  the  recesses  of  the  deepest  obscurity,  feeding 

and  fi>llies  ?    It  is  not  the  beneficence  of  the  my  mind  even  with  the  visions  and  imaginap 

laws,  it  is  the  unnatural  temper  which  ben^-  tions  of  such  things,  than  to  be  placed  on  the 

fioeoce  can  fret  and  sour,  that  is  to  be  lamented,  most  splendid  throne  of  the  universe,  tantalized 

It  is  this  temper  which,  by  all  rational  means,  with  a  denial  of  the  practice  of  all  which  can 

ou^t  to  be  sweetened  and  corrected.    If  fix>-  make  the  greatest  situation  any  other  than  thd 

wwd  men  should  refuse  this  cure,  can  they  greatest  curse.    Gentlemen,  I  have  had  niy 

vitiate  any  thing  but  themselves  ?  Efoes  evil  so  day.    I  can   never  sufficiently  express   my 

re-act  upon  good,  as  not  only  to  retard  its  mo-  gratitude  to  you  for  having  set  me  in  a  plaice, 

Cion,  but  to  change  its  nature  ?    If  it  can  so  wherein  I  could  lend  the  slightest  help  to  great 

operate,  then  good  men  will  always  be  in  the  and  latidiJ)le  designs.    If  I  have  had  my  share, 

power  of  the  bad ;  and  virtue,  by  a  dreadful  in  any  measure  giving  quiet  to  private  prcH 

rsfsrse  of  order,  must  lie  under  perpetual  sub-  perty,  and  private  conscience ;  if  by  my  vole  I 

jeetioa  and  bondage  to  vice.  have  aided  in  securing  to  families  the  best 

As  to  the  opinion  of  the  people,  which  some  possession,  peace ;  if  I  have  joined  in  recoiw 

(hiflk,  in  such  coses,  is  to  be  implicitly  obeyed ;  ciling  kings  to  their  subjects,  and  subjects  tn 

■aar  two  years'  tranquillity,  which  followed  their  prince ;  if  I  have  assisted  to  loosen  the 

ihaact,  and  its  instant  imitation  in  Ireland,  foreign  holdings  ofthe  citizens,  and  taught  hia 

prated  abundantly,  that  the  late  horrible  spirit  to  look  for  his  protection  to  the  laws  of  his 

was,  in  a  great  measure,  the  effect  of  insidious  country,  and  for  his  comfort  to  the  good  will  cl 

art,  and  perverse  industry,  and  gross  misrepre-  his  countrymen ;— if  I  have  thus  taken  my 

ieotttion.    But  suppose  that  the  didike  had  part  with  the  best  of  men  in  the  best  of  their 

bsso  much  more  deliberate,  and  much  more  actions,  I  can  shut  the  book ; — I  might  wish  to 

ganeral  than  I  am  persuaded  it  was— Whm  read  a  page  or  two  more— but  this  is  enough 

WB  know,  that  the  opinions  of  even  the  greatest  for  my  measure.    I  have  not  lived  in  vain. 

Bwltitodee,  are  the  staixlard  of  rectitude,  I        And  now,  Glentlemen,  on  this  serious  day, 

■hall  think    myself   obliged  to  make    diose  when  I  come,  as  it  were,  to  make  up  ny  n^ 

ipinima  the  masters  of  my  oooscience.    But  count  with  you,  lot  me  take  to  myself  so«n 

V  it  may  be  doubled  whether  Omnipotence  it-  degree  of  honest  pride  on  the  nature  of  thn 
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charges  that  are  against  me.    I  do  not  here        Resolved,  That  this  resolution  be  copied 

stand  before  you  accused  of  venality,  or  of  neg-  out,  and  signed  by  the  chainnan,  and  be  by 

lect  of  duty.    It  is  not  said,  that,  in  the  long  him  presented  to  Mr.  Burlce,  as  the  fuUest 

period  of  my  service,  I  have,  in  a  single  in-  expression  of  the  respectful  and  gratefiil  moss 

stance,  sacrificed  the  slightest  of  your  interests  we  entertain  of  his  merits  and  senrices,  ptdtlie 

to  my  ambition,  or  to  my  forttme.    It  is  not  and  private,  to  the  citizens  of  Bristol,  as  a 

alleged,  that  to  gratify  any  anger,  or  revenge  of  and  a  representative. 
my  own,  or  of  my  party,  I  have  had  a  share        Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this 

in  vrronging  or  oppressing  any  description  of  be  given  to  the  right  worshipful  the  Mayor, 

men,  or  anyone  man  in  any  description.    No!  who  so  ably  and  worthily  presided  in  this 

the  charges  against  me,  are  all  of  one  kind,  that  meeting. 

I  have  pushed  the  principles  of  general  justice        Resolved,  That  it  is  the  earnest  request  of 

and  benevolence  too  far ;  further  than  a  cauti-  this  meeting  to  Mr.  Burke,  that  he  Aonid 

ous  policy  would  warrant ;  and  further  than  the  again  offer  himself  a  candidate  to  represent 

opinions  of  many  would  go  along  with  me. —  this  city  in  parliament ;  assuring  him  of  that 

In  every  accident  which  may  happen  through  full  and  strenuous  support  which  is  doe  to  the 

life ,  i^  pain,  in  sorrow,  in  depression,  wad  merits  of  so  excellent  a  representative, 
distress— I  'will  call  to  mind  this  accusation ;        This  business  being  over,  Mr.  Burke  wotf 

and  be  comforted.  to  the  Exchange,  and  offered  himself  as  a  csn* 

Gentlemen,  I  submit  the  whole  to  your  judg-  didate  in  the  usual  manner.    He  was  aocom- 

ment«    Mr.  Mayor,  I  thank  you  for  the  trou-  panied  to  the  Council-house,  and  from  thence 

ble  you  have  taken  on  this  occasion.    In  your  to  the  Elxchange,  by  a  large  body  of  most 

state  of  health,  it  is  particularly  obliging.    If  respectable   gentlemen,   among    whom  were 

this  company  should  think  it  adviseable  for  me  the  following  members  of  the  corporation,  viz. 

to  withdraw,  I  shall  respectfully  retire;  if  you  Mr.  Mayor,  Mr.  Alderman  Smith,  Mr.  AU 

think  otherwise,  I  shall  go  directly  to   the  derman  Deane,  Mr.  Alderman  Gordon,  Wil> 

CounciUhouse  and  to  the  Change,  and  without  Ham  Weare,  Samuel  Munckley,  John  Merlot, 

a  moment's  delay,  begin  my  canvass.  John  Crof\s,  Levy  Ames,  John  Fisher  Weare, 

Benjamin  Loscombe,  Philip  Protheroe,  Sa> 

—  muel  Span,  Joseph  Smith,  Richard  Brigfal, 

and  John  Noble,  Esquires. 
Bristol,  September  6, 1780. 

At  a  great  and  respectable  meeting  o£  the  -. 

friends  of  EDMUND  BURKE,  Esq.  held  at 

the  Guildhall  this  day ; 

^  MR.  BURKE'S  SPEECH,  AT  BRIS- 

The  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayer  in  the        TOL,  ON  DECLINING  THE  POLL. 
Chair-  ^'^' 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Burke,  as  a  represen-  Bristol,  Saturday,  9th  Sept.  1780. 

tative  for  this  city,  has  done  all  possible  ho-  This  morning  the  sheriff  and  candidates  as> 
nour  to  himself  as  a  senator  and  a  man,  and  that  sembled  as  usual,  at  the  CounciUhouse,  and 
we  do  heartily  and  honestly  approve  of  his  coo-  from  thence  proceeded  to  GuildhaO.  Pro 
duct,  as  the  result  of  an  enlightened  loyalty  to  clamation  being  made  for  the  electors  to 
nis  sovereign ;  a  warm  and  zealous  love  to  his  appear  and  give  their  votes,  Mr.  BURKE 
country,  through  its  widely-extended  empire ;  stood  forward  on  the  hustings,  surrounded 
a  jealous  and  watchful  care  of  the  liberties  of  by  a  great  number  of  the  corporation  ant 
his  fellow-subjects;  an  enlarged  and  liberal  other  principal  citizens,  and  addressed  him 
understanding  of  our  commercial  interest;  a  self  to  the  whole  assen^ly  as  follows: 
humane  attention  to  the  circumstances  of  even  Geittlemen, 

the  fewest  ranks  of  the  community ;  and  a  truly        I  decliite  the  Election. — ^It  has  ever  been 

wise,  politic,  and  UJerant  spirit,  in  supporting  my  rule  through  life,  to  observe  a  proportion 

the  national  church,  with  a  reasonable  indul-  between  my  efforts  and  my  objects.    I  have 

geoce  to  all  who  dissent  from  it ;  and  we  wish  never  been  remarkable  for  a  bold,  active,  and 

to  express  the  most  marked  abhorrence  of  the  sanguine  pursuit  of  advantages  that  are  per> 

base  arts  which  have  been  employed,  without  sooal  to  myself. 

regard  to  truth  and  reason,  to  misrepresent  his        I  have  not  canvassed  the  whole  of  th^  city 

eounant  services  to  his  country.  in  form.    But  I  have  taken  such  a  riew  of  'f- 
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IS  satiafics  my  own  mind,  that  your  choico  wasted  by  my  use.    I  have  senred  the  public  for 

win  not  ultimately  fidl  upon  me.     Tour  city,  fifteen  yeara.    I  have  served  you  in  particular 

fendemen,  is  in  a  state  of  miserable  distrac-  for  six.    What  is  passed  in  well  stored.    It  is 

tka :  and  I  am  resolved  to  withdraw  whatever  safe,  and  out  of  the  power  of  fortune.    What 

■hare  my  pretensions  may  have  had  in  its  is  to  come,  is  in  wiser  hands  than  ours ;  and 

mbappy  divisions.   I  have  not  been  in  haste ,  he,  in  whose  hands  it  is,  best  knows  whether 

I  have  tried  all  prudent  means ;  I  have  waited  it  is  best  for  yon  and  me  that  I  should  be  in 

§K  the  effect  of  all  contingencies.    If  I  were  parliament,  or  even  in  the  world, 

ftod  of  a  contest,  by  the  partiality  of  my  Gentlemen,  the  melancholy  event  of  yester- 

■nnerous  friends   (whom  you  know  to  be  day  reads  to  us  an  awful  lesson  against  being 

among  the  most  weighty  and  respectable  peo  too  much  troubled  about  any  of  the  objects  of 

pie  of  the  city)  I  have  the  means  of  a  sharp  ordinary  ambition.    The  worthy  gentleman,'* 

one  in  my  hands.    But  I  thought  it  far  better  who  has  been  snatched  from  us  at  the  moment 

with  my  strength  unspent,  and  my  reputation  of  the  election,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  con- 

onimpaired,  to  do,  early  and  from  foresight,  test,  whilst  his  desires  were  as  warm,  and  his 

Ifaat  which  I  might  be  obliged  to  do  from  hopes  as  eager  as  ours,  has  feelingly  told  us^ 

Mcessity  at  last.  what  shadows  we  are,  and  what  shadows  we 

I  am  not  in  the  least  surprised,  nor  in  the  pursue. 

llAst  angry  at  this  view  of  thingji.    I  have  read  It  has  been  usual  for   a  candidate  who 

tflhe  book  of  life  for  a  long  time,  and  I  have  declines,  to  take  his  leave  by  a  letter  to  the 

laid  other  books  a  little.     Nothing  has  hap-  sherifis ;  but  I  received  your  trust  in  the  face 

opened  to  me,  but  what  has  happf^ned  to  men  of  day;  and  in  the  face  of  day  I  accept  your 

■Dch  better  than  me,  and  in  times  and  in  dismission.    I   am   not, — I  am  not  at   all 

Mtions  full  as  good  as  the  age  and  country  a^amed  to  look  upon  you ;  nor  can  my  pre- 

ihmt  we  live  in.    To  say  that  I  am  no  way  sence  discompose  the  order  of  business  here, 

eoncemed,  would  ^  neither  decent  nor  true.  I  humbly  and  respectfully  take  my  leave  of  tho 

mie  representation  of  Bruto/ was  an  object  on  sheriffs,  the   candidates,  and   the   electors; 

■any  accounts  dear  to  me ;    and  I  certainly  wishing  heartily  that  the  choice  may  be  for 

diodd  very  far  prefer  it  to  any  other  in  the  the  best,  at  a  time  which  calls,  if  ever  time 

kingdom.    My  habits  are  made  to  it ;  and  it  did  call,  for  service  that  is  not  nominal.    It  is 

is  in  general  more  unpleasant  to  be  rejected  no  {Jaything  you  are  about.    I  tremble  when  I 

after  long  trial,  than  not  to  bo  chosen  at  all.  consider  the  trust  I  have  presumed  to  ask.    I 

But,  gentlemen,  I  will  see  nothing  except  confided  perhaps  too  much  in  my  intentions, 

joor  (brmer  kindness,  and  I  will  give  way  to  They  were  really  fair  and  upright;  and  I  am 

BO  other  sentiments  than  those  of  gratitude,  bold  to  say,  that  I  ask  no  ill  thing  for  3roa, 

From  the  bottom  of  my  heart  I  thank  you  for  when  on  parting  irom  this'  place  I  pray  that 

nhat  yoQ  have  done  for  me.    Tou  have  given  wliomever  you  dioose  to  succeed  me,  ho  may 

Be  a  long  term,  which  is  now  expired.    I  resemble  me  exactly  in  all  things,  except  in 

liife  performed  the  tonditions,  and  enjoyed  my  abilities  to  serve,  and  my  fortune    to 

•n  tiM  profits  to  the  foil ;  and  I  now  lorren-  please  yon. 
ktyour  estate  into  your  hands  without  being 
hanai^  tileorasingle  stone  impaired  or 


•  Mr.  Coombe. 


-/ 


MR.  BURKE'S  SPEECH, 

ON  THE  FIRST  OF  DECEMBER,  1783,  UPON  THE  aUESTION  FOR 
THE  SPEAKER'S  LEAVING  THE  CHAIR,  IN  ORDER  FOR  THE 
HOUSE  TO  RESOLVE  ITSELF  INTO  A  COMMITTEE  ON  MR.  FOX'S 
EAST  INDIA  BILL. 


Mr.  Speaker,  franchise ;  by  others  it  is  regarded  as  the  pettj 
I  THAiTK  you  for  pointing  to  me.  I  really  intrigue  'of  a  faction  at  court,  and  aligned 
wished  much  to  engage  your  attention  in  an  merely  as  it  tends  to  set  this  man  a  little 
early  stage  of  the  delate.  I  have  been  lung  higher,  or  that  a  little  lower  in  iitustion  aoi 
very  deeply,  though  perhaps  inefiectually,  power.  All  the  roid  has  be^i  filed  op  with 
en^BLged  in  the  preliminary  enquiries,  which  invectives  against  coalition ;  with  allusiaBS  to 
have  continued  without  intermission  tor  some  the  loss  of  America  with  the  activi^  and 
years.  Though  I  have  felt,  with  some  degree  inactivity  ol^  ministers.  The  total  silence  of 
of  sensibility,  the  natural  and  inevitable  im-  these  gentlemen  concerning  the  interest  and 
pressionsoftheseveralmattersof  fact,  as  they  well-being  of  the  people  of  India,  and  can- 
have  been  successively  disclosed,  I  have  not  at  ceming  the  interest  which  thu  nation  has  n 
any  time  attempted  to  trouble  you  on  the  the  commerce  and  revenue^  of  that  countiy,  is 
merits  of  the  subject;  and  very  little  on  any  a  strong  indication  of  the  value  which  diey  set 
of  the  points  which  incidentally  arose  in  the  upon  these  objects. 

course  of  our  proceedings.    But  I  should  be  It  has  been  a  little  painful  to  me  to  ohssrvs 

sorry  to  be  found  totally  silent  upon  this  day.  the  intrusion  into  this  important  debate  of  sock 

Our  inquiries  are  now  come  to  their  final  company  as  ^uotoarronto,  and  numc2amM,  and 

issue: — ^It  is  now  to  be  determined  whether  catiururi ;  as  if  we  were  on  a  trial  aboot  mayois 

the  three  years  of  laborious  parliamentary  and  aldermen,  and  capital  burgesses ;  cr  m- 

research,  whether  the  twenty  years  of  patient  gaged  in  a  suit  concerning   tbe  borou^  of 

Indian  suffering,  are  to  produce  a  substantial  Penryn,  or  Saltash,  or  St.  Ives,  or  St.  Mawes. 

reform    in   our   eastern   adminlBtration ;   or  Gentlemen  have  argued  with  as  much  beat 

whether  our  knowledge  of  the  grievances  has  and  passion,  as  if  the  first  things  in  the  world 

abated  our  zeal  for  the  correction  of  them,  and  were  at  stake ;  and  their  topics  are  such,  u 

our  very  inquiry  into  the  evil  was  <mly  a  pre-  belong  only  tomatter  of  the  kmest  and.  meanest 

text  to  elude  the  remedy  which  is  demanded  litigation.    It  is  not  right,  it  is  not  worthj  ot 

firom  us  by  humanity,  by  justice,  and  by  every  us  in  this  manner  to  depreciate  the*  value,  te 

principle  of  true  policy.    Depend  upon  it,  this  degrade  the  majesty,  of  this  grave  deltberation 

business  cannot  be  indifferent  to  our  fame.    It  of  policy  and  empire. 

will  turn  oat  a  matter  of  great  disgrace  or  For  my  part,  I  have  thought  myself  boond, 

great  glory  to  the  whde  British  nation.    We  when  a  matter  of  this  extiiaordinair  weigbt 

are  on  a  conspicuoiM  stage,  and  the  world  came  before  me,  not  to  consider,  (as  soms 

marks  our  demeanour.  gentlemen  are  so  fond  of  doing,^  whether  the 

I  am  therefore  a  litde  concerned  to  perceive  bill  originated  from  a  secretary  ol  state  for  die 

the  spirit  and  temper  in  which  the  debate  has  home  department,  or  from  a  secretary  fcr  die 

been  all  along  pursued  upon  <me  side  of  the  foreign ;  Crom  a  minister  of  influence  or  a 

house.    The  declamation  of  the  gentlemen  minister  of  the  peq>le ;  fixxn  Jacob  or  from 

who  oppose  the  bUl  has  been  abtmdant  and  Esau.*    I  asked  mysetf,  and  I  adced  mysdf 

vehement ;  but  they  have  been  reserved  and  nothing  else,  what  part  it  was  fit  for  a  member 

even  silent  about  the  fitness  or  unfitness  of  the  of  pariliunent,  who  has  supplied  a  mediocri^ 

plan  to  attain  the  direct  object  it  has  in  view,  of  talents  by  the  extreme  of  diligence,  and 

By  some  gentlemen  it  is  t^en  up  (by  vray  of  who  has  thought  himself  obliged,  by  the  r»> 

snercise  I  {nmrume)  as  a  point  of  law  on  a 

meitioa  of  private  property,  and  ooqwrate  e  An  allusion  made  Ij  Mx.  Tomk 
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Mwdi  cf  jean,  to  wind  biiuidf  into  tbo 
iDOKMft  no6MM  and  Ubyrintha  of  the  Indiui 
detail,  what  part,  I  say,  it  became  euoh  a 
■mmhiir  of  pariiament  to  take,  when  a  mi- 
lirter  of  itate,  in  conformi^  to  a  recommen- 
ditfioD  firom  the  throne,  has  hrou^t  before  us  a 
system  for  the  better  government  of  the  terri- 
tory and  commerce  of  the  east.  In  this  light, 
iod  in  this  only,  I  will  trouble  you  with  my 
wtiments. 
It  is  not  only  agreed  but  demanded,  by  the 
ght  honourable  gentleman,"^  and  by  those 
bo  act  with  him,  that  a  vihoU  system  ought 
to  be  produced ;  that  it  ought  not  to  be  an  ha^ 
meantre;  that  it  ought  to  be  nopalUative;  but 
a  legislative  provision,  vigorous,  substantial, 
and  eficctive. — I  believe  that  no  man  who 
laderstands  the  subject  can  doubt  for  a  mo- 
vant, that  those  must  be  the  conditions  of 
•■J  thing  deserving  the  name  of  a  reform  in 
the  Indian  government ;  that  any  thing  short 
of  Ifaem  would  not  only  be  delusive,  but,  in  this 
iMtfnr  which  admits  no  medium,  noxious  in 
the  extreme. 

To  all  the  conditions  proposed  by  his  ad- 
tertaries,  the  mover  of  the  bill  perfectly 
agrees ;  and  on  his  performance  of  them  he 
his  cause.  On  the  other  hand,  not  the 
objection  has  been  taken,  with  regard  to 
the  efficiency,  the  vigour,  or  the  completeness 
of  the  scheme.  I  am  therefore  warranted  to 
assume,  as  a  thing  admitted,  that  the  bills 
•ooomplish  what  both  sides  of  the  house  de- 
Band  as  essential  The  end  is  completely 
aPiweied,  so  far  as  the  direct  and  immediate 
e^ect  is  concerned. 

Bat  though  there  ^re  no  direct,  yet  there 
ire  various  collateral  objections  made ;  ol^ 
jectioDS  from  the  effects  which  this  plan  of 
leiirm  for  Indian  administration  may  have  on 
tiie  prinleges  of  great  public  bodies  in  Eng- 
lliid ;  Irom  its  probable  influence  on  the  con- 
HiluUona]  rights,  or  on  the  freedom  and 
integrity  of  the  several  branches  of  the  legis- 
■tnre. 

Befijre  I  answer  these  objections,  I  must 
Wg  leave  to  observe,  that  if  we  are  not  able 
to  contrive  some  method  of  governing  India 
VeB,  ^idiich  will  not  of  necessity  become  the 
Stoaat  of  governing  Great  Britain  ii/,  a 
fioand  is  laid  for  their  eternal  separation; 
•at  none  for  sacrificing  the  people  of  that 
to  our  constitution.  I  am  however  far 
being  persuaded  that  any  such  incom- 
lUtihiiiry  of  interest  does  at  all  exisL  On 
t^  contrary  I  am  certain  that  every  means, 

*Mr.  Fitt 


effectual  to  pieservo  India  from  oppression,  is 
a  guaid  to  preserve  the  British  constitation 
from  its  worst  oorniption.  To  shew  this,  I 
will  consider  die  obiections,  which  I  think  are 
four. 

1st  That  the  bin  is  an  attack  on  the  char- 
tered rights  of  men. 

Sdly.  That  it  increases  the  influence  of  the 
crown. 

Sdly.  That  it  does  not  increase,  but  dimi- 
nishes, the  influence  of  the  crown,  in 
order  to  promote  the  interests  of  certain 
ministers  and  their  party. 

4thly.  That  it  deeply  afiects  the  nationa 
credit 

As  to  the  first  of  these  objections ;  I  must 
observe  that  the  phrase  of ''  the  chartered  rights 
of  men.f''*  ia  full  of  afibctation ;  and  very  unu- 
sual in  the  discussion  of  privileges  conferred 
by  charters  of  the  present  description.  But  it 
is  not  difficult  to  discover  what  end  that  am- 
biguous mode  of  expression,  so  often  reite- 
rated, is  meant  to  answer. 

The  rights  of  men,  that  b  to  say,  the  natural 
rights  of  mankind,  are  indeed  sacred  things 
and  if  any  public  measure  is  proved  mischie- 
vously to  affect  them,  the  objection  ought  to  be 
fatal  to  that  measure,  even  if  no  charter  at  all 
could  be  set  up  against  it.  If  these  natural 
rights  are  further  affirmed'  and  declared  by  ex- 
press covenants,  if  they  are  clearly  defined  and 
secured  against  chichane,  against  power,  and 
authority,  by  written  instruments  aiid  positive 
engagements,  they  are  in  a  still  better  condi- 
tion: they  partake  not  only  of  the  sanctity  of 
the  object  so  secured,  but  of  that  solemn  public 
faith  itself,  which  secures  an  object  of  such 
importance.  Indeed  this  formal  recognition, 
by  the  sovereign  power,  of  an  original  right  in 
the  subject,  can  never  be  subverted,  but  by 
rooting  up  tho  holding  radical  principles  of 
government,  and  even  of  society  itself.  The 
charters,  which  we  call  by  distinction  greai, 
are  public  instruments  of  this  nature  ;  I  mean 
the  charters  of  king  John  and  king  Henry 
the  third.  The  things  secured  by  these  in- 
struments may,  without  any  deceitful  ambi 
gui^,  be  very  fitly  called  the  chartered  righU 
of  men. 

These  charters  have  made  the  very  name 
of  a  charter  dear  to  the  heart  of  every  English- 
man.— But,  Sir,  there  may  be,  and  there  are 
charters,  not  onlv  different  in  nature,  but 
formed  on  principles  the  very  revene  of  those 
<^  the  great  charter.  Of  this'nind  is  the  diar- 
ter  of  the  East  India  company.  Magna  ^arta 
is  a  charter  to  restrain  power,  and  to  destroy 
monopoly.    The  East  India  charter  is  a  chai^ 
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V:r  to  osublish  monopoly,  and  to  create  power,  choose  to  call  them,  are  all  in  the 

Political  power  and  commercial  monopdy  are  sense  a  truat;  and  it  is  of  the  very  easeoco  d 

not  the  rights  of  men ;  and  the  rights  of  them  every  trust  to  bo  rendered  aeooiattabU ;    and 

derived  from  charters,  it   is  fallacious   and  even  totally  to  cease,  when  it  substantially 

sophistical  to  call  *^the  chartered  rights  of  raries  from  the  purposes  for  which  akne  it 

men."    These  chartered  rights,  (to  speak  of  could  have  a  lawful  existence, 

iuch  charters  and  of  their  effects  in  terms  of  This  I  conceive,  Sir,  to  be  tmo  of  trtati 

the  greatest  possible  moderation,)  do  at  least  of  power  vested  in  the  highest  hands,  and  of 

suspend  the  natural  rights  of  mankind  at  large ;  such  as  seem  to  hold  of  no  human  creatnrt. 

and  in  their  very  frame  and  constitution  are  But  about  the  application  of  this  principle  to 

Uable  to  h\\  into  a  direct  violation  of  them.  subordinate  derivative  trusts,  I  do  not  see  how 

It  is  a  charter  of  this  latter  description  (that  a  controversy  can  be  maintained.     To  wham 

is  to  say  a  charter  of  power  and  monopoly)  then  would  I  make  the  Eart  India  company 

which  is  affected  by  the  bill  before  you.    The  accountable  ?  Why,  to  parliament,  to  be  sore ; 

bill.  Sir,  does,  without  question,  ajfect  it ;  it  to  parliament,  from  whom  their  trust  was  d»> 

does  affect  it  essentially  and   substantially,  rived;  to  parliament,  ^ich  alone  ia  capable 

But  having  stated  to  you  of  what  description  of  comprehending  the  magnitude  of  its  object, 

the  chartered  rights  are  which  this  bill  touches,  and  its  abuse ;  and  alone  capable  of  an  ^ectnat 

i  feel  no  difficulty  at  all  in  acknowledging  the  legislative  remedy.    The  very  charter,  which 

existence  of  those  chartered  rights,  in  their  is  held  out  to  exclude  parliament  from  oorre^ 

fullest  extent.    They  belong  to  the  company  in  ting  malversation  with  regard  to  the  high  tnal 

the  surest  manner;  and  they  are  secured  to  vested  in    the  company,  is   the  very  thin| 

that  body  by  every  sort  of  public  sanction,  which  at  once  gives  a  title  and  impoeea  a  do^ 

They  are  stamped  by  the  faith  of  the  king ;  on  us  to  interfere  with  effect,  wherever  power 

they  are  stampeid  by  the  faith  of  parliament ;  and  authority  originating  from  oorselves  are 

they  have  been  bought  for  money,  for  money  perverted  from   their  purposes,  and  become 

honeMy  and  fairly  paid ;  they  have  been  bought  instruments  of  wrong  and  violence, 

for  valuable  consideration,  over  and  over  again.  If  parliament.  Sir,  had  nothing  to  do  with 

I  therefore  freely  admit  to  the  East  India  this  charter,  we  might  have  some  sort  of  Epi- 

company  their  claim*  to  exclude  their  fellow-  curean  excuse  to  stand  aloof,  indiffefent  spec 

subjects  from  the  commerce  of  half  the  globe,  tators  of  what  passes  in  the  company's  name  ia 

I  sidmit  their  claim  to  administer  an  annual  India  and  in  London.    But  if  we  are  the  veiy 

territorial  revenue  of  seven  millions  sterling ;  cause  of  the  evil,  we  are  in  a  special  manner 

to  command  an  army  of  sixty  thousand  men ;  engaged  to  the  redress ;  and  for  us  paamly  to 

and  to  dispose   (under  the  controul  of  a  sove-  bear  with  oppressions  committed  under  the 

reign  imperial   discretion,  and  with  the  due  sanction  of  our  own  authority,  is  in  troih  and 

observance  of  the  natural  and  local  law)  of  the  reason  for  this  house  to  be  an  active 

lives  and  fortunes  of  thirty  millions  of  their  fel-  plice  in  the  abuse, 

low-creatures.    All  this  they  possess  by  char-  That  tlie  power  notoriously,  grtMsly  i 

ter  and  by  acts  of  parliament,  (in  my  opinion,)  has  been  bought  from  us  is  very  certain.    Btt 

without  a  shadow  of  controversy.  this  circumstance,  which  is  urged  against  the 

Those  who  carry  the  rights*  wd  claims  of  the  bill,  becomes  an  additional  motive  for  cor  IB- 
company  the  furthest  do  not  contend  for  more  terforence  ;  lest  we  should  be  thought  to  hart 
than  this;  and  all  this  I  fireely  grant.  But  sold  the  blood  of  millions  of  men,  for  the  base 
granting  aU  this,  they  must  grant  to  me  in  my  consideration  of  money.  We  sold,  I  admit, 
bim,  that  all  political  power  which  is  set  over  all  that  we  had  to  sell ;  that  is,  our  audiority, 
men,  and  that  all  privilege  claimed  or  exer-  not  our  controul.  We  had  not  a  rig|ht  to  make 
cised  in  exclusion  of  them,  being  wholly  arti-  a  market  of  our  duties, 
iicial,  and  for  so  much  a  derogation  from  the  I  ground  myself  therefore  on  this  priodpli^- 
natural  equally  of  mankind  at  large,  ought  to  that  if  the  abuse  is  proved,  the  contract  is 
be  some  way  or  other  exercised  ultimately  for  brc^en;  and  we  re-enter  into  all  our  ri^tii 
their  benefit.  that  is,  into  the  exercise  of  all  our  dudes 3 

If  this  is  true  with  regard  to  every  species  Our  own  authority  is  indeed  as  much  a  tntol 

of  political  dommion,  and  every  description  of  originally,  as  the  company's  authority  b  a  trait 

commercial  privilege,  none  of  which  can  be  derivatively ;  and  it  is  the  use  we  make  of  tha 

original  sel^erived  rights,  or  grants  for  the  resumed  power  that  must  justify  or  iiiinHi 

mere  private  benefit  of  the  holders,  then  such  us  in  the  resumption  of  it.     When  we  have 

rights,   or  privileges,  or  whatever  else  yoa  perfected  the  plan  laid  befixe  us  b?  the  n^ 
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hoooonble  mover,  the  world  will  thsn  see  what  abuse  should  be  mat  and  important  Sd.  The 

it  is  we  destroy,  and  what  it  is  we  create,  abuse  affecting  this  great  object  ought  to  be  a 

By  that  trat  we  stand  or  fall ;  and  by  that  test  great  abuse.    3d.  It  ought  to  be  habitual,  and 

I  trust  that  it  will  be  found  in  the  issue,  that  not  accidental.    4th.  It  ought  to  be  utterly  in- 

fw  are  going  to  supersede  a  charter  abused  to  curable  in  the  body  as  it  now  stands  consti 

atub  full  extent  of  all  the  powers  which  it  could  tuted.    All  this  ought  to  oe  made  as  visible  to 

aluse,  and  exercised  in  the  plenitude  of  des-  me  as  the  light  of  the  sun,  before  I  should 

potism,  tyranny  and  corruption;  and  that  in  strike  off  an  atom  of  their  charter.    A  right 

OM  and  the  some  plan,  we  provide  a  real  honourable  gentleman  *  has  said,  and  said  I 

diartered  security  for  the  right*  of  men  cruelly  think  but  once,  and  that  very  slightly  (whatever 

violated  under  that  charter.  his  original  demand  for  a  plan  might  seem  to 

This  bill,  and  those  connected  with  it,  are  reouire)  that  "  there  are  abuses  in  the  compa- 

iatended  to  form  the  vvigna  charta  of  Hindos>  ny's  government.''   If  that  were  all,  the  scheme 

IML    Whatever  the  treaty  of  Westphalia  is  to  of  the  mover  of  this  bill,  the  scheme  of  his 

ttM  liberty  of  the  princes  and  free  cities  of  the  learned  friend,  and  his  own  scheme  of  refi>rroa 

Mipire,  and  to  the  three  religions  there  pro-  tion  (if  he  has  any)  are  all  equally  needless, 

teied — Whatever  the  great  charter,  the  sta«  There  are,  and  must  be,  abuses  in  all  govern- 

"Mo  of  tallage,  the  petition  of  right,  and  the  meots.    It  amounts  to  no  more  than  a  nugar 

4Klaration  of  right,  are  to  Great  Britam,  these  tory  proposition.    But  before  I  consider  of 

UBt  are  to  the  people  of  India.  Of  this  benefit,  what  nature  these  abuses  are,  of  which  the 

t  Am  certain,  their  condition  is  capable ;  and  gentleman  speaks  so  very  lightly,  permit  mo 

wkm  I  know  that  they  are  capable  of  more,  my  to  recall  to  your  recollection  the  map  of  the 

fOle  shall  most  assur^ly  be  for  our  giving  to  country  which  this    abused   chartered  right 

full  extent  oftheir  capacity  ofreceivmg;  and  affects.    This  I  shall  do,  that  you  may  juc^e 

charter  of  dominion  shall  stand  as  a  bar  in  my  whether  in  that  map  I  can  discover  any  thing 

wij  to  their  charter  of  safety  and  protection.  like  the  first  of  my  conditions  ;  that  is,  Whe- 

The  strong  admission  I  have  made  of  the  ther  the  object  affected  by  the  abuse  of  the 

Mmpany's  rights  (I  am  conscious  of  it)  binds  East  India  company's  power  be  of  importance 

■e  to  do  a  great  deal.    I  do  not  presume  to  suflkiently  to  justify  the  meastnw  and  means 

OQodemn  those  who  argue  a  priori,  against  the  ofreferm  applied  to  it  in  this  bill, 

propriety  of  leaving  such  extensive  political  With  very  few,   and  those  inconsiderable 

poisers  in  the  hands  of  a  company  of  merchants,  intervals,  the  British  dominion,  either  in  the 

I  know  much  is,  and  much  more  may  be,  company's  name,  or  in  the  names  of  princes 

iud  against  such  a  system.    But,  with  my  absolutely  depend^  upon  the  company,  ex- 

ptrticiJar  ideas  and  sentiihents,  I  cannot  go  tends  from  the  mountains  that  separate  India 

that  way  to  work.     I  feel  an  insuperable  re-  fi'om  Tartary,  to  Cape  Comorin,  that  is,  one- 

betance  in  giving  my  hand  to  destroy  any  esta-  and-twenty  degrees  of  latitude ! 

Utdied  institution  ofgovemraent,  upon  a  theory,  In  the  northern  parts  it  is  a  solid  mass  of 

however  plausible  it  may  be.    My  experience  land,  about  eight  hundred  miles  in  length,  and 

hU£e  teaches  mo  nothing  clear  upon  the  sub-  four  or  five  hundred  broad.    As  you  go  south- 

jjtcL    I  have  known  merchants  with  the  senti-  ward,  it  becomes  narrower  for  a  space.    It 

■antfl  and  the  abilities  of  great  statesmen  ;  afterwards  dilates ;  but  narrower  or  broader, 

•ad  I  have  seen  persons  in  the  rank  of  statesmen,  you  possess  the  whole   eastern  and  north- 

Vttfi  the  concepti(xis  and  characters  of  ped-  eastern  coast  of  that  vast  country,  quite  from 

hra.     Indeed,  my  observation  has  furnished  the  borders  of  Pegu.     Bengal,  Bahar,  and 

9m  with  nothing  that  is  to  be  found  in  any  Orissa,  with  Benares,  (now  unfortunately  in 

ikabits  of  life  or  education,  which  tends  wholly  our  immediate  possession,)  measure  161,978 

It  dBaqoalify  men  for  the  functions  of  govern-  square  Englirii  miles  ;  a  territory  considerably 

It,  but  that,  by  which  the  power  of  exer-  larger  than  the  whole  kingdom  of  France, 

those  functions  is  very  firequcndy  ob-  Oude,  with  its  dependent  provinces,  is  53,286 

I,  I  mean  a  spirit  and  habits  of  low  cabal  square  miles,  not  a  great  deal  less  than  Eng- 

lad  intrigue ;   which  I  have  never,  in  one  Und.    The  Camatic,  with  Tanjour  and  the 

iartance,  seen  united  with  a  capacity  for  sound  Circars,  is  65,948  square  miles,  very  cooside* 

tad  manly  policy.  rably  larger  than  En^and ;  and  tlie  whole  of  the 

To  justify  us  in  taking  the  administration  of  company's  dominions,  comprehending  Bombay 

Qirir  afl^irs  out  of  the  hands  of  the  East  India  and  Salaetle,  amounts  to  t81,41S  square  milei 
aonpany,  on  my  principles,  I  must  see  several 

Moditioos.    Ist  The  object  affected  by  the  *  Mr.  Pkt 
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which  forms  a  t^ritory  larger  than  any  Euro-  nabob  of  Oudo  might  stand  for  the  king  cC 

pean  dominioo,  Russia  and  Turiiey  excepted.  Prussia ;  the  nabob  of  Arcot  I  would  oonpv^ 

Through  aJl  that  vast  extent  of  country  there  is  as  superior  in  territory,  and'Oqual  in  reveniNi 

not  a  nuu  who  oats  a  mouthful  of  rice  but  by  to  the  elector  of  Saxony.    Cheyt  Sing,  the 

permission  of  the  East  India  company.  nyah  of  Benares,  mi^t  well  rank  with  dia 

So  far  with  regard  to  the  extent  The  popo-  prince  of  Hesse,  at  least ;  and  the  rajak  of 

lation  of  this  great  empire  is  not  easy  to  be  Tanjore  (though  hardly  equal  in  extent  of  d^ 

calculated.    When  the  countries,  of  whidi  it  minion,  superiour  in  revenue)  to  the  elector  of 

is  composed,  came  into  our  possession,  they  Bavaria.    The  Polygars  and  the  northern  Ze> 

were  all  eminently  peopled,  and  eminently  mindars,  and  other  great  chieft,  might  wsl 

productive ;  though  at  that  lime  considerably  class  with  the  rest  of  the  prhtces,  dukes,  caoat% 

declined  fronv  their  ancient  prosperity.    But  marquisses,  and  bishops  in  the  empire ;  afl  of 

since  they  are  come  into  our  hands !  — !  whom  1  mention  to  honour,  and  surely  witboiM 

However,  if  we  make  the  period  of  our  esti-  disparagement  to  any  or  all  of  thoee  most  r»> 

mate  ioomediately  before  the  utter  desolation  spectable  princes  and  grandees, 

of  the  Camatic,  and  if  we  allow  for  the  havoe  AU  this  vast  mass,  composed  of  so  many 

which  our  government  had  even  then  made  in  orders  and  classes  of  men,  is  again  infiaitdy 

these  regions,  we  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  rate  diversified  by  manners,  by  religion,  by  here- 

the  population  at  much  less  than  thirty  mil*  ditaiy  employment,  through  all  their  possSbls 

lions  of  souls ;  moro  than  four  times  the  num  combinations.    This  renders  the  hatMfling  f£ 

her  of  persons  in  the  island  of  Great  Britain.  India  a  matter  in  a  high  degree  critical  and 

My  next  inquiry  to  that  of  the  number,  is  delicate.  But  oh !  it  haJs  been  handled  radelj 
the  quali^  and  description  of  the  inhabitants,  indeed.  Even  some  of  the  reformers  seem  to 
This  multitude  of  men  docs  not  consist  of  an  have  forgot  that  they  had  any  thing  to  do  bat 
abject  and  barbarous  populace ;  much  less  of  to  regulate  the  tenants  of  a  manor,  or  the  shop- 
gangs  of  savages,  like  the  Gruaranies  and  Chi-  keepers  of  the  next  county  town, 
quitos,  who  wander  on  the  waste  borders  of  It  is  an  empire  of  this  extent,  of  this  coat' 
the  river  of  Amazons,  or  the  Plate;  but  a  pUcatednature,of this digni^ and  importance^ 
people  for  ages  civilized  and  cultivated ;  culti-  that  I  have  compared  to  Germany,  and  the 
vatcd  by  all  the  arts  of  polished  life,  whilst  we  German  got emment ;  not  for  an  exact  reseat 
were  yet  in  the  woods.  There,  have  been  blance,butas  asortof  aroiddleterm,  by  whidi 
(and  still  the  skeletons  remain)  princes  once  of  India  might  be  approximated  to  our  under- 
great  dignity,  authority,  and  opulence.  There,  standings,  and  if  possible  to  our  fedings ;  in 
are  to  be  found  the  chiefs  of  tribes  and  nations,  order  to  awaken  something  of  sympathy  for  the 
There,  is  to  be  found  an  ancient  and  vene-  unfortunate  natives,  of  which  I  am  afraid  ws 
rable  priesthood,  the  depository  of  their  laws,  are  not  perfectly  susceptible,  whilst  we  look 
learning,  and  history,  the  guides  of  the  people  at  this  very  remote  object  through  a  hke  and 
whilst  living,  and  their  consolation  in  death ;  a  cloudy  medium. 

nobility  of  great  antiquity  and  renown ;  a  muk  My  second  condition,  necessary  to  justify 

titude  of  cities,  not  exceeded  in  population  me  in  touching  the  charter,  is,  Whether  die 

and  trade  by  those  of  the  first  dass  in  Europe ,  company's  abuse  of  their  trust,  with  regard  tD 

merchants  and  bankers,  individual  bouses  at  this  great  object,  be  an  abuse  of  great  atrod^. 

whom  have  once  vied  in  capital  with  the  bank  I  shall  beg  your  permission  to  consider  their 

of  England;  whose  credit  had  often  supported  conduct  in  two  lights ;  first  the  political,  and 

a  tottering  state,  and  preserved  their  govern-  then  the  commercial.    Their  political  condnct 

ments  in  the  midst  <^  war  and  desolation ;  mil-  (for  distinctness)  I  divide  again  into  two  beads ; 

lions  of  ingenious  manufacturers  and  mecha-  the  external,  in  which  1  mean  to  comprehend 

nics ;  millions  of  the  most  diligent,  and  not  the  their  conduct  in  their  federal  capacity,  as  it 

least  intelligent,  tillers  of  the  earth.    Here  are  relates  to  powers  and  states  independent,  or  thai 

to  be  found  almost  all  the  religions  professed  not  long  since  were  such ;  the  other  internal, 

by  men,  the  Braminical,  the  Mussulman,  the  namely  their  conduct  to  the  countries  either 

Eastern  and  the  Western  Christian.  immediately  subject  to  the  company,  or  to  dMse 

If  I  were  to  take  the  whole  aggregate  oC  our  who,  under  ihc  apparent  government  of  native 

possessions  there,  I  should  compare  it,  as  the*  sovereigns,  are  in  a  state  much  lower,  and  i 

nearest  parallel  I  can  find,  with  the  empire  of  more  miserable,  than  coamon  sulyectioa. 

Germany.  Our  immediate  possessions  I  should  The  attention.  Sir,  which  I  wkh  to  i 

compare  with  the  Austrian  dominions,  and  to  method  will  not  1m  considered  as  u 


they  would  not  suffw  in  the  comparison.    The     or  afiected.    Nothing  else  can  he^  ne  It 
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■electioo  out  of  the  infinite  maas  of  materials  tered  into  existence,  or  when  you,  a  younger 

which  have  passed  under  my  eye ;  or  can  keep  man,  were  bom,   that  on  this  day,  in  d^s 

tuf  mind  steady  to  the  great  leading  points  I  house,  we  should  be  employed  in  discussing 

have  in  view.  the -conduct  of  those  British  subjects  who  had 

With  regard  ihcrefbro  to  the  abuse  of  the  disposed  of  the  power   and  person    of  the 

external  federal  (rust,  I  engage  myself  to  you  Grand  Mogul?    This  is  no  idle  speculation, 

to  make  good  these  three  positions  >— First,  I  Awful  lessons  are  taught  by  it,  and  by  other 

say,  that  from  mount  Imaus,  (or  whatever  else  events,  of  which  it  is  not  yet  too  late  to  profit, 

you  can  that  large  range  of  mountains  that  This  is  hardly  a  digression  ;  but  I  return  to 

walls  the  northern  frontier  of  India,)  where  it  the  sale  of  the  Mogul.    Two  districts.  Corah, 

touches  us  in  the  latitude  of  twenty-nine,  to  and  Allahabad,  out  of  his  immense  grants, 

Cape  Comorin,  in  the  latitude  of  eight,  that  were  reserved  as  a  royal  demesne  to  the  donor 

there  is  not  a  tingle  prince,  state,  or  potentate,  of  a  kingdom,  and  the  rightful  sovereign  of  bo 

great  or  small,  in  India,  with  whom  they  have  many  nations. — After  withholding  the  tribute 

come  into  contact,  whom  they  have  not  sokl.  of£.260,000ayear,  which  the  company  was, 

IsaysoU,  though  sometimes  they  have  not  been  by  the  eharUr  they  had   received  from  this 

able  to  deliver  according  to  their  bargain. —  prince,   under  the  most  solemn  obligation  to 

Secondly,  I  say,  that  there  is  not  a  m^U  treaty  pay,  these  districts  were  sold  to  his   chief 

Ibey  have  ever  made,  which  they  have  not  minister  Sujah  ul  Dowlah;  and,  what  may  ap- 

broken.  Thirdly,  I  say,  that  there  is  not  a  sin-  pear  to  some  the  worst  part  of  the  transaction, 

f^  prince  or  state,  who  ever  put  any  trust  in  these  two  districts  were  sold  for  scarcely  two 

mo  company,  who  is  not  utterly  ruined;  and  years'  purchase.    The  descendant  of  Tamer- 

that  none  are  in  any  degree  secure  or  flourish-  lane  now  stands  in  need  almost  of  the  common 

ing,  but  in  the  exact  proportion  to  their  settled  necessaries  of  life ;  and  in  this  situation  we  do 

distrust  and  irreconcilable  enmity  to  this  na-  not  even  allow  him,  as  bounty,  the  smallest 

lion.  portion  of  what  we  owe  him  injustice. 

These  assertions  are  universal.    I  say  in  The  next  sale  was  that  of  the  whole  nation 

the  fiiU  sense  univer$al.    They  regard  the  ex-  of  the  Rohillas,    which  the  grand  salesman, 

temal  and  political  trust  only  ;  but  I  shall  pro-  without  a  pretence  of  quarrel,  and  contrary  to 

duce  others  fully    equivalent  in  the  internal,  his  own  declared  sense  of  duty  and  rectitude, 

For  the  present,  I  shall  content  myself  with  sold  to  the  same  Sujah  ul  Dowlali.    He  sold 

explaining  my  meaning ;  and  if  I  aim  called  on  the  people  to  utter  extirpation,  for  the  sum  of 

fiv  proof   whilst  these  bills  are    depending  (bur  hundred  thousand  pounds.    Faithfully  was 

(which  I  believe  I  shall  not^  I  will  put  my  the  bargain  perform^  on  our  side.     Hafiz 

&iger  on  the  appendixes  to  the  reports,  or  on  Rhamet,  the  most  eminent  of  their  chiefs,  one 

papers  of  record  in  the  house,  or  the  commit-  of  the  bravest  men  of  his  time,  and  as  famous 

tees,  which  I  have  distinctly  present  to  my  throughout  the  East  for  the  elegance  of  his 

memory,  and  which  I  think  I  can  lay  before  literature,  and  the  spirit  of  his  poetical  com- 

you  at  half  an  hour's  warning.  positions  (by  which  he  supported  the  name  of 

The  first  potentate  sold  by  the  company  Hafiz)  as  for  his  courage,  was  invaded  with 

tor  money,  was  the  Great  Mogul — the  descen-  an  army  of  an  hundred  thousand  men,  and  an 

dant  of  Tamerlane.      This  high  personage,  English  brigade.    This  man,  at  the  head  of  in- 

9»  high  as  human  veneration  can  look  at,  is  feriour  forces  was  slainvaliantlyfightingfor  his 

hj  erery  account  amiable  in  his  manners,  re-  country.    His  head  was  cut  off,  and  delivered 

ipectable  for  his  piety  according  to  his  mode,  for  money  to  a  barbarian.    His  wife  and  chil- 

mad  accomplished  in  all  the  Oriental  litera-  drcn,  persons  of  that  rank,  wore  seen  begging 

ture.    All  this,  and  the  title  derived  under  an  handfulof  rice  through  the  English  camp. 

lus  dWvter,  to  all  that  we  hold  in  India,  could  The  whole  nation,  with  inconsiderable  excep- 

ttoC  save  him  from  the  general  sale.    Money  tions,was  slaughtered  or  banished.    The  coun- 

11  coined  in  his  name ;  in  his  name  justice  is  try  was  laid  waste  with  fire  and  sword  ;  and 

administered ;  he  is  prayed  for  in  every  tem-  that  land,  distingui^ed  above  most  others  by 

pie  through  the  countries  we  possess — But  he  the  cheerful  face  of  paternal  government  and 

was  aokl.  protected  labour,  tlte  chosen  seat  of  cultivation 

It  is  impossible,  Mr.  Speaker,  not  to  pause  and  plenty,  is  now  almost  throughout  a  dreary 

bere  for  a  moment,  to  reflect  on  the   incon-  desert,  covered  with  rushes  anid  briers,  and 

•taacy  of  human  greatness,  and  the  stupendous  jungles  full  of  wild  beasts. 

revolutions  that  have  happened  in  our  age  of  The  British  oflicer  who  commanded  in  the 

wonders.    Could  it  be  believed  when  I  en-  delivery  of  the  people  thus  soU,  felt  nom 
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eompunction  at  his  employment.    He  repre-  with  the  negotUtion  of  unWersal  distraction  ia 

■ented  these  enormous  excesses  to  the  presi-  erery  part  of  India,  that  a  rery  minute  detafl 

dent  of  Bengal,  for  which  he  received  a  ae-  may  well  be  spared  cm  this  point.    It  hai^  doC 

vere  reprimand  from  the  civil  govemour ;  and  yet  been  contended,  by  any  enemy  to  the  refimn, 

I  much  doubt  whether  the  breach  caused  by  diat  they  have  observed  any  public  agr^noeirt. 

the  conflict,  between  the  compassion  of  the  When  I  heir  that  they  have  done  so  in  anj 

military  and  the  fimmess  of  ths  civil  gover-  one  instance  (which    hitherto,  I   conlbsa,  I 

nour,  be  closed  at  this  hour.  never  heard  alleged^  I  shall  speak  to  tbe  paiw 

In  Bengal,  Seraja  Dowlah  was  sold  to  Mir  ticular  .treaty.     The  govemour  general  has 

Jaffier ;  Mir  Jaffier  was  sold  to  Mir  Cossim  ;  even  amused  himself  and  the  court  of  directon 

and  Mir  Cossim  was  sold  to  Mir  Jafficr  again,  in  a  very  singular  letter  to  that  board,  in  which 

Tlie  succession  to  Mir  Jaffier  was  sold  to  his  he  admits  he  has  not  been  very  delicate  with 

eldest  son ; — another  son  of  Mir  Jaffier,  Mo-  regard  to  public  faith ;  and  he  goes  so  &r  as 

barech  ul  Dowlah,  was  sold  to  his  step-motlier  to  state  a  regular  estimate  of  the  sums  which 

—The  Maratta  empire  was  sold  to  Rogaba;  the  company  would  have  lost,  or  never  aoqui- 

and  Rogaba  was  sold  and  delivered  to  the  Pe»  red,  if  the  rigid  ideas  (^public faith  entertain* 

ishwa  of  the  Marattaif.    Both  Rogaba  and  the  ed  by  his  colleagues  had  been  observed.     Tbe 

Peishwa  of  the  Marattas  were  offered  to  sale  learned  gentleman"^  over  against  roe  has  in> 

to  the  rajah  of  Berar.    Scindia,  tbe  chief  of  deed  saved  me  much  trouble.    On  a  former 

Malva,  was  offered  to  sale  to  the  «ame  rajah ;  occasion,  be  obtained  no  small  credit,  lor  tbe 

,  and  the  Subah  of  the  Decan  was  sold  to  the  clear  and  forcible  manner  in  which  he  stated 

great  trader  Mahomet  Ali,  nabob  of  ArcoC.  what  we  have  not  forgot,  and  I  hope  he  ham 

To  the  same  nabob  of  Arcot  they  sold  Ryder  not  forgot,  that  universal  systematic  breach  of 

Ali  and  the  kingdom  of  Mysore.    To  Ma-  treaties  which  had  made  the  British  faith  pro* 

bomet  Ali  they  twice  sold  the  kingdom  of  rerbial  in  the  East. 

Tanjore.    To  the  same  Mahomet  Ali  they  It  only  remains,  Sir,  for  me  just  to  recapitu^ 

■old  at  least  twelve  sovereign  princes,  called  late  some  heads. — The  treaty  with  the  nnogul, 

the  Polygars.    But  to  keep  things  even,  the  by  which  we  stipulated  to  pay  him  £J260JSOO, 

territory  of  Tinnivelty,  belonging  to  their  na-  annually,  was  brdten.    This  treaty  they  have 

bob,  they  would  have  soki  to  the  Dutch ;  and  broken,  and  not  paid  him  a  shilling.     Thej 

to  •conclude  the  account  of  sales,  their  great  broke  their  treaty  with  him,  in  wUch  they 

customer,  the  nabob  of  Arcot  himself,  and  his  stipulated  to  pay  £.400,000  a  year    to   the 

lawful  succession,  has  been  sold  to  his  secogd  aoubah  of  Bengal.      They  agreed  with  the 

•on,  Amir  ul  Omrah,  whose  character,  views,  mogul,  for  services  admitted  to  have  been  per- 

and  conduct,  are  in  the  accounts  upon  your  formed,  to  pay  NudjifCawn  a  pension.     Tiiey 

table.    It  remains  with  you  whether  they  shall  hrcke  this  article  with  the  rest,  and  st(^q>ed 

finally  perfect  this  last  bargain.  also  this  small  pension.    They  broke  their 

All  these  bargains  and  sales  were  regularly  treaties  with  the  Nizam,  and  with  Hyder  Ali. 

attended    with  the  waste  and  havoc  of  the  As  to  the  Marattas,  they  had  so  many  crooi 

country,  always  by  the  buyer,  and  sometimes  treaties  with  the  states  general  of  that  nation, 

by  the  object  of  the  sale.    This  was  explained  and  with  each  of  the  chiefs,  that  it  was  nolo 

10  you  by  thu  honourable    mover,   when   he  rious  that  no  one  of  these  agreements  coukl 

stated  the  mode  of  paying  debts  due  from  the  be  kept  without  grossly  violating  the  rest.    It 

country  powers  to  the  company.    An  honour-  was  observed,  that  if  the  terms  of  these  sevo- 

able  gentlemem,  who  now  is  not  in  his  place,  ral  treaties  had  been  kept,  two  British  armies 

objected  to  his  jumping  near  two  thousand  would  at  one  and  the  same  time  have  met  in 

miles  for  an  example.    But  the  southern  ex-  the  field  to  cut  each  other's  throats.     The  wars 

ample  is  perfectly  applicable  to  the  northern  which  desolate  India,  originated  from  a  most 

claim,  as  the  northern  is  to  the  southern ;  for,  atrocious  violation  of  public  faith  on  our  pert, 

throughout  the  whole  space  of  these  two  thou-  In  the  midst  of  profound  peace,  the  compaoy's 

sand  miles,  take  your  stand  H-here  you  will^  troops  invaded  the  Maratta  territories,  and 

die  proceeding  is  perfectly  uniform,  and  what  surprised  the  island  and  fortress  of  Salsette. 

is  done  in  one  part  will  apply  exactly  to  the  The  Marattas  nevertheless  yielded  to  a  treaty 

other.  of  peace,  by  which  solid  advantages  were  pro- 

My  second  assertion  is,  that  the  company  cured  to  the  company.    But  this  treaty,  like 

never  has  made  a  treaty  which  they  have  not  every  other  treaty,  was  soon  violated  by  the 
broken.    This  position  is  so  connected  with 

that  of  the  sales  of  provinces  and  kingdoms.  *  Mr.  Dundas,  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland. 
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9ompUKf.    Again  the  company  invaded  the  one ;  because  the  Maratta  war  was  only  a  part 

Maratta  dominions.    The  disaster  that  ensued  of  a  general  confederacy  formed  against  us  on 

gave  occasion  to  a  new  treaty.    The  whole  account  of  the  universal  abhorrence  of  our  con- 

anny  of  the  company  was  obliged,  in  effect,  duct  which  prevailed  in  every  state  and  almost 

to  surrender  to  this  injured,  betrayed,  and  in-  in  every  house  in  India.    Mr.  Hastings  waa 

■ulted  people.    Justly  irritated,  however,  as  obliged  to  pretend  some  sort  c^  acquiescence 

they  were,  the  terms  which  they  prescribed  in  this  general  and  rational  desire.    He  ther^ 

wore   reasonable  and  moderate  ;   and  their  fore  consented,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  point  of 

treatment  of  their  captive  invaders  of  the  honour  of  the  Marattas,  that  an  article  should 

OMSt  distinguished  humanity.    But  the  hu-  be  inserted  to  admit  Hyder  Ali  to  accede  to 

■anity  of  the  Marattas  was  of  no  power  the  pacification.    But  observe,  Sir,  the  spirit 

vdiatsoever  to  pre]^ail  on  the  company  to  at-  of  this  man  (which  if  it  were  not  made  maoi- 

lend  to  the  observanco  of  the  terms  dictated  fest  by  a  thousand  things,  and  particularly  bj 

bj  their  moderation.    The  war  was  renewed  his  proceodings  with  respect  to   Lord  Mar 

with  greater  vigour  than  over  ;  and  such  was  cartney)   would  be   sufficiently  manifest   by 

tkeir   insatiable    lust  of  plunder,  that    they  this — What  sort  of  article  think  you  does  he 

never  would  have  given  ear  to  any  terms  of  require  this  essential  head  of  a  solemn  treaty 

peace,  if  Hyder  Ali  had  not  broke  through  the  of  general  pacification  to  be  ?  In  his  instruction 

Gauts,  and   rushing  like  a  torrent  into  the  to  Mr.  Anderson,  he  desires  him  to  admit  **  a 

Carnatic,   swept    away  every  thing  in   hia  vague  article'*  in  favour  of  Hyder.    Evasion 

career.     This  was  in  consequence   of  that  and  fraud  were  the  declared  basis  of  the  treaty, 

eonfederacy,  which  by  a  sort  of  miracle  united  These  vague  articles,  intended  for  a    more 

the  most  discordant  powers  for  our  destruction,  vague  performance,  are  the  things  which  have 

as  a  nation  in  which  no  other  could  put  any  damned  our  reputation  in  India, 
trust,  and  who  were  the  declared  enemies  of         Hardly  was  tliis  vague  article  inserted,  than, 

the  human  species.  without  waiting  for  any  act  on  the  part  of 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  lato  ccmtro-  Hyder,  Mr.  Hastings  enters  into  a  negotiation 
versy  between  the  several  presidencies,  and  with  the  Maratta  chief,  Scindia,  for  a  parti* 
between  them  and  the  court  of  directors,  with  tion  of  the  territories  of  the  prince  who  waa 
relation  to  these  wars  and  treaties,  has  not  one  of  the  objects  to  be  secured  by  the  treaty, 
been,  which  of  the  parties  might  be  defended  He  was  to  be  parcelled  out  in  three  parts— one 
fir  his  share  in  them ;  but  on  which  of  the  to  Scindia ;  one  to  the  Peishwa  of  the  Ma- 
parties  the  guilt  of  all  this  load  of  perfidy  rattas;  and  the  third  to  the  East  India  oom- 
ibouJd  bo  fixed.  But  I  am  content  to  admit  pany,  or  to  (the  old  dealer  and  chapman) 
all  these  proceedings  to  be  perfectly  regular,  Mahomet  Ali. 

to  be  full  of  honour  and  good  faith ;  and  wish         During  the  formation  of  this  project,  Hyder 

to  fijc  your  attention  solely  to  that  single  trans-  dies;  and  before  his  son  could  take  any  one 

%ction  which   the  advocates  of  this  system  step,  either  to  conform  to  the  tenour  of  the 

•elect  for  so  transcendent  a  merit  as  to  cancel  article,  or  to  contravene  it,  the  treaty  of  pai^ 

the  guilt  of  all  the  rest  of  their  proceediij^s ;  I  tition  is  renewed  on  the  old  footing,  and  an 

mean  tho  late  treaties  with  the  Marattas.  instruction  b  sent  to  Mr.  Anderson  to  con* 

I  make  no  observation  on  the  total  cession  elude  it  in  form. 

of  territory,  by  which  thoy  surrendered  all         A  circumstance  intervened,  during  the  pen 

they  had  obtained  by  their  unhappy  successes  dency  of  this  negotiation,  to  set  ofi*  the  good 

tn.war,  and  almost  all  they  had  obtained  under  faith  of  the  company  with  em  additional  briU 

tbe  treaty  of  Poorunder.    The  restitution  was  liancy,  and  to  make  it  sparkle  and  glow  with  a 

|iroper,  if  it  had  been  voluntary  and  seasonable,  variety  of  splendid  faces.    General  Matthews 

1  attach  on  the  spirit  of  the  treaty,  the  dis-  had  reduced  that  most  valuable  partofHyder*! 

wtsitions  it  shewed,  the  provisions  it  made  for  dominions  called  the  Country  of  Biddenore. 

«  general  peace,  and  the  faith  kept  with  allies  When  the  news  reached  Mr.  Hastings  he  in> 

nod  confederates ;  in  order  that  the  house  may  structed  Mr.  Anderson  to  contend  for  an  alte> 

iona  a  judgment,  from  this  chosen  piece,  of  ration  in  the  treaty  of  partitign,  and  to  take  the 

the  use  which  has  been  made  (and  is  likely  Biddenore  country  out  of  tho  common  stodc 

to  be  made,  if  things  continue  in  the  same  which  was  to  be  divided,  and  to  keep  it  fer 

band)  of  the  trust  of  the  federal  powers  c^this  the  company.  * 

eoontry.  The  first  ground  for  this  variation  wwb  ita 

Itwas  the  wish  of  almost  every  Englishman,  being  a  separate  conquest  made  before  the 

bnt  the  Maratta  peace  night  lead  to  a  genera)  treaty  had  actually  taken  place.    Here  was  t 
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firoor  given  of  the  (kirneaB,  eqintji  wad  the  trefttj ;  and  k  wu  apfvehended  &•!  ht 

modentioo  of  the  cocnpany.    But  tLo  ■eeoad  wooid  fly  to  the  protection  of  Hjder  All,  or 

of  Mr.  Hastings*8  reaeoos  for  retaining  the  aome  other,  dispoeed  or  able  to  pralect  ham. 

Biddenore  as  a  eeparate  portion,  and  his  COD-  He  waathorefere  not  left  widioatoQiii6rt;fti 

duct  on  that  aecond  froond,  is  atill  more  r»-  Mr.  Anderson  did  him  the  fii?oar  Id  iODd  a 

markable.  He  asserted  that  thatoonntrj  ooold  apeeial  messenger,  desiring  him  lo  ha  of  good 

not  be  put  into  the  partition  stock,  because  cheer   and  to   fear  nothing.     And  Ua  old 

General  Matthews  had  reoeired  it  on  the  tenns  enemj,  Scindia,  at  our  request,  sent  has  a 

of  some  convention,  wfaidi  mi|^  be  inoom-  message  equally  well  ralnikitrd  U>  ^pet 


patible  with  the  partition  proposed.  This  was    apprehensions. 

a  reason  in  itself  both  honouraUe  and  solid ;        By  the  same  treaty  the  Goickwar  was  to 


and  it  shewed  a  regard  to  iaith  aomewhere,  come  again,  with  no  bette|  security,  under  tke 

and  vrith  some  persons.    But  in  older  to  de-  dominion  of  the  Maratta  state.    As  to  the 

monstrate  his  utter  contempt  of  the  plighted  rana  of  Gohud,  a  long  negotiat)OB  depended 

&ith  which  was  alleged  on  one  part  as  a  reason  for  giving  him  up.    At  first  this  was  nfusuj 

for  departing  from  it  on  another,  and  to  prove  by  Mr.  Hastings  with  great  iadignatioa;  at 

his  impetuous  desire  for  sowing  a  new  war,  another  stage  it  was  athmitted  as  prsper,  ba- 

even  in  the  prepared  soil  of  a  general  pacifica-  cause  he  had  thewn  himself  a  most  parfidaoai 

tion,  he  directs  Mr.  Anderson,  if  be  should  person.    But  at  length  a  method  of  raeoii- 

find  strong  difficulties  impeding  the  partition,  ciling  these  extremes  was  found  out,  by  cob- 

on  the  score  of  the  subtraction  of  Biddenore,  triving  one  of  the  usual  articles  in  his  fkwoim 

wholly  to  abandon  that  claim,  and  to  corKkide  What  I  believe  will  appear  heyoad  all  belief, 

the  treaty  on  the  original    terms.    General  Mr.  Anderson  exchanged  the  final  ratificatkos 

Matthews*  convention  was  just  brought  for-  of  that  treaty  by  which  the  rana  was  nominaUy 

ward  sufficiently  to  demonstrate  to  the  Ma-  secured  in  his  possessions,  in  the  camp  of  dM 

rattas  the  slippery  hold  which  they  had  on  their  Maratta  chief,  Scindia,  whilst  he  was  (really, 

new  confederate ;  on  the  other  hand  that  con-  and  not  nominally)  battering  the  castle  of 

vemion  being  instantly  abandoned,  the  people  Gualior,  which  we  had  given,  agreeably  to 

of  India  were  taught,  that  no  terms  on  which  treaty,  to   this  deluded  ally.    Scindia  had 

they  can  surrender  to  the  company  are  to  be  already  reduced  the  town ;  and  was  at  the 

regarded  when  farther  conquests  are  in  view,  very  time,  by  various  detachments,  reducing, 

Next,  Sir,  let  me  bring  before  you  the  pious  one  aAer  another,  the  fortresses  of  our  pit^ 

care  that  was  taken  of  our  allies  under  that  tected  ally,  as  well  as  in  the  act  of  cha8tisai| 

treaty  which  is  the  subject  of  the  company's  all  the  rajahs  who  had  assisted  colonel  Caraac 

applauses.  These  allies  were  Ragonaut  Row,  in  his  invasion.    I  have  seen  in  a  letter  firoPB 

for  whom  we  had  engaged  to  find  a  throne ;  Calcutta,  that  the  rana  of  Gohud's  agent  would 

the  Guickwar,  (one  of  the  Guzerat  princes,)  have  represented  these  hostilities  (which  weal 

who  was  to  bo  emancipated  from  the  Maratta  hand  in  hand  with  the  protecting  treaty)  to 

authority,  and  to  grow  great  by  several  acces-  Mr.  Hastings ;  but  he  was  not  admitted  to  hk 

sions  of  dominion;  and  lastly,  the  rana  of  presftce. 

Gohud,  with  whom  we  had  entered  into  a        In  this  manner  the  company  has  acted  with 

treaty  of  partition  for  eleven-sixteenths  of  our  their  allies  in  the  Maratta  war.    But  they  did 

joint  conquests.    Some  of  these  inestimable  not  rest  here ;  the  Marattas  were  fearful  leet 

securities,  called  vag-ue  articles,  were  inserted  the  persons  delivered  to  them  by  that  treaty 

in  favour  of  them  all.  should  attempt  to  escape  into  the  British  ler- 

As  to  the  first,   the  unhappy   abdicated  ritories,  and  thus  might  elude  the  punishment 

Peishwa,  and  pretender  to  the  Maratta  throne,  intended  for  them,  and  by   reclaimmg  tbo 

Rag<maut  Row,  was  delivered  up  to  his  people,  treaty,  might  stir  up  new  disturbances.      T) 

with  an  article  for  safety,  and  some  provision,  prevent  this,  they  desired  an  artide  to  be 

This  man,  knowing  how  little  vague  the  hatred  inserted  in  the  supplemental  treaty,  to  w!iidi 

of  his  countrymen  was  towards  him,  and  well  they  had  the  ready  consent  of  Mr.  Hastings, 

apprised  of  what  black  crimes  he  stood  accused  and  the  rest  of  the  company's  representativea 

(among  which  our  invasion  of  his  country  in  Bengal.    It  was  this,  "  That  the  Engltdi 

would  not  appear  the  least)  took  a  mortal  and  Maratta  gciremments  mutually  agree  not 

alaftn  at  the  security  we  had  provided  for  him.  to  afibrd  refiige  to  any  d^«,  merelkaitay  er 

He  was  thunderstruck  at  the  article  in  his  oOter  penonsy  flying  for  protection  to  the  terri- 

Aivour,  by  which  he  was  surrendered  to  his  tories  of  the  other."    This  was  readily  aasen- 

enemies.    He  never  had  the  least  notice  of  ted  to,  and  assented  to  without  any  eaoeptioo 
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wfaaterer,  in  fayoor  of  our  surendered  allies.  These  aro  some  of  my  reasons,  grounded  00 
On  their  part  a  reciprocity  was  stipulated  the  abuse  of  the  external  political  trust  of  that 
which  was  not  annatural  for  a  goremment  body,  for  thinking  myself  not  only  justified, 
like  the  ccnnpany's  to  ask ;  a  government  con-  but  bound,  to  declare  against  those  charte**d 
scions  that  many  subjects  had  been,  and  would  rights  which  produce  so  many  wrongs,    f 
in  fiiture  be,  driven  to  fly  from  its  jurisdiction,  shouki  deem  myself  the  wickedest  of  men,  if 
To  complete  the  system  of  pacOSc  intention  any  vote  of  mine  couki  contribute  to  the  con- 
and  public  faith,  which  predominate  in  these  tinuance  of  so  great  an  evil. 
treaties,  Mr.  Hastings  fairly  resolved  to  pot  Now,  Sir,  according  to  the  plan  I  prt^osed, 
aH  peace,  except  on  the  terms  of  absolute  con-  I  shall  take  notice  of  the  company's  internal 
qacst,  wholly  out  of  his  own  power.    For,  by  govcnmient,  as  it  is  exercised  first  on  the 
an  article  in  this  second  treaty  with  Scindia,  dependent  provinces,  and  then  as  it  affects 
be  binds  the  company  not  to  make  any  peace  those  under  the  direct  and  immediate  autho- 
with  Tippoo  Saheb,  without  the  consent  of  rity  of  that  body.    And  here,  Sir,  before  I 
the  peishwa  of  the  Marattas ;  and  binds  Scin-  enter  into  the  spirit  of  their  interiour  goven»- 
dia  to  him  by  a  reciprocal  engagement.     The  ment,  permit  me  to  observe  to  you,  upon  a 
treaty  between  France  and  England  obliges  few  of  the  many  lines  of  difference  which  &rc 
Of  mutually  to  withdraw  our  forces,  if  our  allies  to  be  found  between  the  vices  of  the  corn- 
in  India  do  not  accede  to  the  peace  within  pany's  government,  and  those  of  tlie  conque- 
Ibtir  months ;  Mr.  Hastings's  treaty  obliges  us  rours  who  preceded  us  in  India ;  that  we  may 
to  continue  the  war  as  long  as  Uie  peishwa  be  enabled  a  little  the  better  to  see  our  wa> 
thinks  fit.    We  are  now  in  that  happy  situa-  in  an  attempt  to  the  necessary  reformation, 
tion,  that  the  breach  of  the  treaty  with  France,  The  several  irruptions  of  Arabs,  Tartars, 
or  the  violation  of  that  with  the  Marattas,  and  Persians,  into  India  were,  for  the  greater 
is  inevitable;  and  we  have  only  to  take  our  part,  ferocious,  bloody,  and  wasteful  in  the 
dioice.  extreme:  our  entrance  into  the  dominion  of* 
My  third  assertion,  relative  to  the  abuse  that  country,  was,  as  generally,  with  small  com- 
nade  of  the  right  of  war  and  peace  is,  that  porativo  effusion  of  blood;  being  introduced  by 
there  are  none  who  have  ever  confided  in  us  various  frauds  and  delusions,  and  by  taking 
who  have  not  been  utterly  ruined.   The  exam-  advantage  of  the  incurable,  blind,  and  sense- 
pies  I  have  given  of  Ragonaut  Row,  of  Guick-  less  animosity,  which   the   several   country 
war,  of  the  rana  of  Grohud,  are  recent.    There  powers  bear  towards  each  other,  rather  than 
ti  proof  more  than  enough  in  the  condition  of  by  open  force.      But  the  difference  in  favour 
die  mogul;  in  the  slavery  and  indigence  of  of  the  first  conquerours  is  this;  the  Asiatic  coii> 
the  nabob  of  Oudc ;  the  exile  of  the  rajah  of  qucrours  very  soon  abated  of  their  ferocity, 
Benares;  thebeggary  of  the  nabob  of  Bengal;  because  they  made  the  conquered   country 
the  undone  and  captive  condition  of  the  rajah  their  own.      They  rose  or  fell  with  the  rise  or 
tod  kingdom  of  Tanjore ;  the  destruction  of  fall  of  the  territory  thoy  lived  in.    Fathers 
the  polygars;  and  lastly,  in  the  destruction  there  deposited  the  hopes  of  their  posterity; 
of  die  naLob  of  Arcot  himself,  who,  when  his  and  children  there  beheld  the  monuments  of 
dominions  were  invaded,  was  found  entirely  their  fathers.    Here  their  lot  was  finally  cast ; 
destitute  of  troops,  provisions,  stores,  and  (as  and  it  is  the  natural  wish  of  all,  that  their  lot 
he  asserts)  of  money,  being  a  million  in  debt  should  not  be  cast  in  a  bad  land.  Poverty,  ste- 
to  the  company,  and  four  millions  to  others:  rility,  and  desolation,  are  not  a  recreating  pros- 
the  many  millions  which  he  had  extorted  from  pect  to  the  eye  of  man ;  and  there  are  very  few 
lo  many  extirpated  princes  and  their  desolated  who  can  bear  to  grow  old  among  the  curses  of 
Ooimtries  having  (as  he  has  frequently  hinted)  a  whole  people.    If  their  passion  or  their  ava- 
been  expended  for  the  ground  rent  of  his  man-  rice  drove  the  Tartar  lords  to  acts  of  rapaci^ 
aioQ-house  in  an  alley  in  the  suburbs  of  Mar  or  tyranny,  there  was  time  enough,  even  in 
<Wmt.     Compare  the  condition  of  all  these  the  short  life  of  man,  to  bring  round  the  iii 
luiiices  with  the  power  and  authority  of  all  effects  of  an  abuse  of  power  upon  the  power 
tlie  Maratta  states  ;   with  the  independence  itself.    If  hoards  were  made  by  violence  and 
iQd  dignity  of  the  Soubah  of  the  Dccan ;  aod  tyranny,  they  were  still  domestic  hoards ;  and 
the  mighty  strength,  the  resources,  aad  the  domestic  proAnion,  or  the  rapine  of  a  more 
manly  struggle  of  Hyder  Ali;  and  then  the  powerful  and  prodigal  hand,  restored  them  to 
Koaae  will  discover  the  effects  on  every  power  the  people.    With  many  disorders,  and  with 
in  India,  of  an  easy  confidence,  or  of  a  rooted  few  political  checks  upon  power,  nature  had 
dcstmst  in  the  faith  of  the  company.  still  fair  play ;  tho  sources  of  acquisition  were 
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not  dried  up ;  and  tbereibre  the  tnule,  the  ma-  whipping  at  echool,  or  that  we  see  traOing  a 

ndhctures,  and  the  commerce  of  the  countrj  pike,  or  bending  over  a  desk  at  home.    But  as 

flourished.   Even  avarice  and  usury  itself  ope-  English  youth  in  India  drink  the  intoucating 

rated,  both  (or  the  preservation  and  the  tm-  draught  of  authority  and  dominion  befire  their 

ployment  of  national  wealth.    The  husband-  heads  are  able  to  bear  it,  and  as  they  are  full 

man  and  manufacturer  paid  heavy  interest,  grown  in  fortune  long  befbre  they  are  ripe  in 

but  then  they  augmented  the  fund  from  whence  principle,  neither  nature  nor  reason  have  any 

they  were  again  to  borrow.     Thoir  resources  opportunity  to  exert  themselves  for  remedy  ik 

were  deariy  bought,  but  they  were  sure;  and  the  excesses  of  their  premature  power.     The 

the  general  stock  of  the  community  grew  by  consequences  of  their  conduct,  which  in  good 

the  general  efibrt.  minds  (and  many  of  theirs  are  probably  such) 

But  under  the  English  government  all  this  might  produce  penitence  or  amendment,  are 
order  is  reversed.  The  Tartar  invasion  was  unable  to  pursue  the  rapidity  of  their  flight, 
mischievous;  but  it  is  our  protection  that  Their  prey  is  lodged  in  England;  and  the 
destroys  India.  It  was  their  enmity,  but  it  is  cries  of  India  are  given  to  seas  and  winds,  to 
our  friendship.  Our  conquest  there,  after  be  blown  about,  in  every  breaking  up  of  the 
twenty  years,  is  as  crude  as  it  was  the  first  monsoon,  over  a  remote  and  unhearing  ocean, 
day.  The  natives  scarcely  know  what  it  is  to  In  India,  all  the  vices  operate  by  which  sud- 
see  the  grey  bead  of  an  Englishman.  Young  den  fortune  is  acquired ;  in  England  are  often 
men  (boys  almost)  govern  there,  without  so-  displayed  by  the  same  persons,  the  virtues 
ciety,  and  witliout  sympathy  with  the  natives,  which  dispense  hereditary  wealth.  Arrived 
They  have  no  more  social  habits  with  the  peo-  in  England,  the  destroyers  of  the  nobility  and 
pie,  than  if  they  still  resided  in  England  ;  nor  gentry  of  a  whole  kingdom  wiU  find  the  beat 
indeed,  any  species  of  intercourse  but  that  company  in  this  nation,  at  a  board  of  elegance 
which  is  necessary  to  making  a  sudden  for-  and  hospitality.  Here  the  manufacturer  and 
•  tune,  with  a  view  to  a  remote  settlement.  husbac(hnan  will  bless  the  just  and  punctual 
Animated  with  all  the  avarice  of  age,  and  all  hand  that  in  India  has  torn  the  cloth  from  the 
the  impetuosity  of  youth,  they  roil  in  one  after  loom,  or  wrested  the  scanty  portion  of  rice 
another ;  wave  after  wave ;  and  there  is  no-  and  salt  from  the  peasant  of  Bengal,  or  wrong 
thing  before  the  eyes  of  the  natives  but  an  from  him  the  very  opium  in  which  he  forgot 
endless,  hopeless  prospect  of  new  flights  of  his  oppressions  aiyl  his  oppressor.  They 
birds  of  prey  and  passage,  with  appetites  con-  marry  into  your  families  they  enter  into 
tinually  renewing  for  a  food  that  is  continually  your  senate ;  they  ease  your  estates  by  loans ; 
wasting.  Every  rupee  of  pro6t  made  by  an  they  raise  their  value  by  demands ;  they  die- 
Englishman,  is  lost  for  ever  to  India.  With  rish  and  protect  your  relations,  whidi  lie  heavy 
us  are  no  retributory  superstitions,  by  which  on  your  patronage;  and  there  is  scarcely  aq 
a  foundation  of  charity  compensates,  through  house  in  the  kingdom  that  does  not  feel  tome 
ages,  to  the  poor,  for  the  rapine  and  injustice  concern  and  interest  that  makes  all  reform  t£ 
of  a  day.  With  us,  no  pride  erects  stately  our  eastern  government  appear  officious  and 
monuments  which  repair  the  mischiefs  which  disgusting ;  and  on  the  whole,  a  most  disooura* 
pride  had  produced,  and  which  adorn  a  coun-  ging  attempt.  In  such  an  attempt  you  hurt 
try  out  of  its  own  spoils.  England  has  erected  those  who  are  able  to  return  kindness,  or  to 
no  churches,  no  hospitals,'*  no  palaces,  no  resent  injury.  If  you  succeed,  you  save  those 
schools ;  England  has  built  no  bridges,  made  who  cannot  so  much  as  give  you  thanks.  All 
no  ^igh  roads,  cut  no  navigations,  dug  out  no  these  things  shew  the  difficulty  of  the  work  we 
reservoirs.  Every  other  conquerour  of  every  have  on  hand :  but  they  shew  its  necessity  too. 
other  description  has  left  some  monument,  Our  Indian  government  is  in  its  best  state  a 
either  of  state  or  beneficence,  behind  him.  grievance.  It  is  necessary  that  the  correc- 
Wcre  we  to  be  driven  out  of  India  this  day,  tives  should  be  uncommimly  vigcHous ;  and  the 
nothing  would  remain,  to  tell  that  it  had  been  work  of  men,  sanguine,  warm,  and  even  im> 
possessed,  during  the  inglorious  period  of  our  passioned  in  the  cause.  But  it  is  an  arduous 
dominion,  by  any  thing  better  than  the  ourang-  thing  to  plead  against  abuses  of  a  power 
outang  or  the  tiger.  whidi  originates  from  your  own  country,  and 

There  is  nothing  in  the  boys  we  send  to  affi;cts  those  whom  we  are  used  to  consider  as 

Didia  worse,  than  in  the  boys  whom  we  are  strangers. 

I  shall  certainly  endeavour  to  modulate  my- 

♦  The  paltry  foundation  at  Calcutta  is  scarce.  *^  ^  ^'^**  temper ;  though  I  am  sensible  that 

(7  worth  nammg  as  an  exceptioiu  ft  cold  style  of  describing  actions  which  appeal 
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IP  mo  in  a  very  affecting  light,  is  equally  coo-  sented,   through  the  British  resident  at  bis 

Irazy  to  the  justice  due  to  the  people,  and  to  court,  that  the  number  of  company's  troo|iii 

all  genuine  human  feelings  about  them.    I  ask  stationed  in  his  dominions  was  a  main  cauM 

pardon  of  truth  and  nature  for  this  compliance,  of  his  distress ;  and  that  all  thooe  which  h« 

But  I  shall  be  very  sparing  of  epithets  either  to  was  not  bound  by  treaty  to  maintain  should  be 

persons  or  things.    It  has  been  said  (and,  with  withdrawn,  as  they  had  greatly  diminished  bk 

regard  to  one  of  them,  with  truth)  that  Tacitus  revenue,  and  impoverished  his  country.     I 

and  Machiavel,  by  their  cold  way  of  relating  will  read  you,  if  you  please,  a  few  extracts  from 

eaormous  crimes,  have  in  some  sort  i^peared  these  representations. 
not  to  disapprove  them ;  that  they  seem  a  sort        He  states,  "  that  the  country  and  cultivation 

of  professors  of  the  art  of  tyranny,  and  that  are  abandoned ;  and  this  year  in  particular, 

they  corrupt  the  minds  of  their  readers,  by  not  from  the  excessive  drought   of  the  season, 

expressing  the  detestation   and  horrour  that  deductions  of  many  lacs  having  been  allowed 

naturally  belong  to  horrible  and  detestable  pro-  to  the  fiurncra,  who  are  still  lefl  unsatisfied ;" 

ceedings.     But  we  are  in  general.  Sir,  so  little  and  then  he  proceeds  with  a  long  detail  of  his 

acquainted  with  Indian  details;   the  instru-  own  distress,  and  that  of  his  family,  and  all  his 

ments  of  oppression  under  which  the  people  dependants ;  and  adds,  **  that  the  new-raised 

suffer  arc  so  hard  to  be  understood  ;  and  even  brigade  is  not  only  quite  useless  to  my  govem- 

tbo  very  names  of  the  sufferers  are  so  uncouth  ment,  but  is  moreover  the  cause  of  much  loss, 

and  strange  to  our  ears,  that  it  is  very  difficult  both  in  revenues  and  customs.    The  detached 

for  our  sympathy  to  fix  upon  these  objects.    I  body  of  troops  under  European  officers  bring 

am  sure  that  some  of  us  have  come  down  stairs  nothing   hut  confusion  to  the  affmrn  qf  wu 

from  the  committee-room,  with  impressions  on  government^  and  are  entirely  their  own  matters. 

our  minds,  which   to  us  were  the  inevitable  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Hastings*s  confidential 

results  of  our  discoveries,  yet  if  we  should  ven-  resident,  vouches  for  the  truth  of  this  repre- 

mre  to  express  ourselves,  in  the  proper  Ian-  sentation  in  its  fullest  extent.     'I  am  concerned 

guage  of  our  sentiments,  to  other  gentlemen,  to  confess,  that  there  is  too  good  ground  for  this 

not  at  all  prepared  to  enter  into  the  cause  of  plea.     The  misfortune  has  been  general  through' 

(hem,  nothing  could  appear  more  harsh  and  out  the  whole  of  the  vvder*s  [the  nabob  of  Oudc] 

dissonant,    more    violent  and  unaccountable,  dominions,  obvious  to  every  body  ;  and  w)  fatal 

than  our  language  and  behaviour.    All  these  have  been  its  consequences,  iliat  no  person  of 

circumstances  are  not,  I  confess,  very  favour-  either   credit  or  character,  would  enter  into 

able  to  the  idea  of  our  attempting  to  govern  engagements  with  government  for  farming  the 

India  at  all.    But  there  we  are ;  there  we  are  country."     He  then  proceeds  to  give  strong  in- 

plaoed  by  the  Sovereign  Disposer ;   and  we  stances  of  the  general  calamity,  and  its  effects, 
must  do  the  best  we  can  in  our  situation.     The         It  was  now  to  be  seen  what  steps  the  gover- 

situation  of  man  is  the  preceptor  of  his  duty.  nour-general  and  council  took  for  the  relief  of 

Upon  the  plan  which  I  laid  down,  and  to  this  distressed  country,  long  labouring  under 

v^iich  I  beg  leave  to  return,  I  was  considering  the  vexations  of  men,  and  now  stricken  by  the 

the  conduct  of  the  company  to  those  nations  hand  of  God.    The  case  of  a  general  famine 

which  are  indirectly  subject  to  their  authority,  is  known  to  rHax  the  severity  even  of  the 

The  most  considerable  of  the  dependent  princes  most  rigorous  government. — Mr.  Hastings  docs 

is  the  nabob  of  Oude.    My  right  honourable  not  deny,  or  shew  the  least  doubt  of  the  fact, 

friend,*  to  whom  wc  owe  the  remedial  bills  on  The   representation    is   humble,   and  almost 

yourtable,  has  already  pointed  out  to  you,  in  one  abject.    On  this  representation  from  a  great 

of  the  reports,  the  condition  of  that  prince,  and  prince  of  the  distress  of  his  subjects,  Mr. 

uii  stood  in  the  time  he  alluded  to.  I  shall  only  Hastings  falls  into  a  violent  passion ;  such  (as 

add  a  lew  circiunstances  that  may  tend  to  it  seems)  would  be  jnjustifiable  in  any  one 

amken  some  sense  of  the  manner  in  which  who  speaks  of  any  part  of  his  conduct    He 

the  eooditi(Hi  of  the  people  is  affected  by  that  declares,  "  that  the  demands,  the  tone  in  which 

of  the  prince,  and  involved  in  it ;  and  to  shew  they  were  asserted,  and  the  season  in  which 

700,  that  when  we  talk  of  the  sufferings  of  they  were  made,  are  all  equally  alarming,  and 

princes,  we  do  not  lament  the  q>prcssion  of  appear  to  him  to  require  an  adequate  degree 

individuals ;  and  that  in  these  cases  the  high  of  firmness  in  this  board,  in  opposidon  to  ihem." 

lad  the  low  suffer  together.  He  proceeds  to  deal  out  very  unreserved  faui- 

In  the  year  1779,  the  nabob  of  Oude  repre-  guage,  on  the  person  and  character  of  die 

nabob  and  his  ministers.    He  declares,  that  ia 

•  Mr.  Fox.  &  division  between  him  and  the  nabob,  'thf 
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HroHgett  mutt  decide**  With  regard  to  the  established  bj  which  his  tfTun  oonU  bi 
urgent  and  instant  necessity,  from  the  failure  regularly  conducted  ;  roemn,  incapable,  nd 
of  the  cropsp  he  says,  "  thatperAops  expedients  indigent  men  have  been  appointed.  A  »■§- 
nu^  be  found  for  afibrding  a  gradual  relief  her  of  the  districts  without  authority,  nd 
from  the  burthen  of  which  he  so  heavily  cooif  without  the  means  of  personal  protectka ; 
plains,  and  it  shall  be  my  endeavour  to  seek  some  of  them  have  been  murdered  by  the 
them  out:"  and  lest  he  should  be  suspected  of  zemindars,  and  those  zemindars,  instead  ef 
too  much  haste  to  alleviate  siifierings,  and  to  punishment,  have  been  permitted  to 
remove  violence,  ho  sajrs,  '*  that  these  must  be  their  zemindaries,  with  independent 
^adttaUy  applied,  and  their  complete  ^ect  rity;  all  the  other  zemindars  suffered  to 
may  be  dittant ;  and  this  I  conceive  is  all  he  up  in  rebellion,  and  to  insult  the  authority  of 
can  claim  of  right'*  the  sircar,  without  any  attempt  made  to  sup* 

This  complete  effect  of  his  lenity  is  distant  press  them ;  and  the  company's  debt,  instead 

indeed.    Rejecting  this  demand,  (as  he  calls  of  being  discharged  by  the  assignments  and 

ilie  nabob's  abject  supplication,)  he  attributes  it  extraordinary  sources  of  money  provided  for 

as  he  usually  does  all  things  of  the  kind,  to  the  that  piopose,  i*  Ukdy  to  exceed  even  the  amomit 

<iivLsion  in  their  government ;  and  says,  '<  this  at  tohich  it  stood  at  the  time  in  v:hieh  the  «r> 

Ls  a  powerful  motive  with  me  (however  inclined  rangement  rcith  his  exeeUency  was  oondudedJ* 

I  might  be,  tq)on  any  other  occasion ^  to  yield  to  The  house  will  smile  at  the  resource  on  whidb 

some  part  of  his  demand)  to  give  them  an  the  directors  take  credit  as  such  a  certainty  is 

Solute   and  'uncojiditional   refusal  upon  the  their  curious  account. 

present ;  and  even  to  bring  to  punishment ^  if        This  is  Mr.  Hastings's  own  narrative  of  thti 

my  influence  can  produce  (hat  ^edf  those  inapif  effects  of  his  own  settlement.     This  is  the 

diaries  who  have  endeavoured  to  mcJce  themselves  state  of  the  country  which  we  have  been  told 

the  insbuments  of  division  between  us.**  is  in  perfect  p<.>ace  and  order;  euid,  vibat  is 

Here,  Sir,  is  much  heat  and  passion;  but  curious,  he  informs  us,  that  every  peat  oflUt 

no  more  consideration  of  tiio  distress  of  tlie  was  foreUM  to  him  in  the  order  and  maxner  is 

country,  from  a  failure  of  the  means  of  sub-  wtdch  it  happened^  at  the  very  time  he  mad* 

sistence,  and  (if  possible)  the  worse  evil  of  an  his  arrangement  of  men  and  measures. 
useless  and  licentious  soldiery,  than  if  they        The  invariable  course  of  the  company's  po- 

were  the  most  contemptible  of  all  trifles.    A  licy  is  this:  Either  they  set  up  some  priaee 

letter  is  written  in  consequence,  in  such  a  too  odious  to  maintain  himself  without  die 

style  of  lofly  despotism,  as  I  believe  bos  hi-  necessity  of  their  assistance  ;   or  they  soas 

therto  been  unexampled  and  unheard-of  in  the  render  him  odious,  by  making  him  the  instru* 

records  of  the  East.    The  troops  were  con-  ment  of  their  government.    In  that  case  troepi 

tinued.    The  gradual  relief,  whose  effect  was  are  bountifully  sent  to  him  to  maintain  ha 

to  be  so  dutonf,  has  neuer  been  substantially  and  authority.    That  he  should  have  no  want  of 

beneficially  applied — and  the  country  is  ruined,  autsistance,  a  civil  gentleman,  called  a  resident, 

Mr.  Hastings,  two  years  after,  when  it  was  b  kept  at  his  court,  who,  under  pretence  of 

too  late,  saw  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  re-  providing  duly  for  the  pay  of  these  troops,  gett 

moval  of  the  intolerable  grievance  of  this  assignments  on  the  revenue  into  his  hands, 

licentious  soldiery,  which,  under  pretence  of  Under  his  provident  management,  debts  soon 

defending  it,  held  the  country  under  military  accumulate ;  new  assignments  are  made  6r 

execution.    A  new  treaty  and  arrangement,  these  debts;  until,  step  by  step,  the  whole 

according  to  the  pleasure  of  Mr.  Hastings,  revenue,  and  with  it  the  whole  power  of  the 

took  place ;  and  this  new  treaty  was  broken  country,  is  delivered  into  his  hands.     TV 

in  the  old  manner,  in  every  essential  article,  military  do  not  behold  without  a  virtuous  emn 

The  soldiery  were  again  sent,  and  again  set  lation  the  moderate  gains  of  the  civil  depart 

loose.    The  effect  of  all  his  manoBuvros,  from  ment.    They  feel  that,  in  a  country  driven  to 

which  it  seems  he  was  sanguine  enough  to  habitual  rebellion  by  the  civil  govemmcat,  d» 


dutresSf  debasement^  and  ^satisfaction  to  the  cretion.    Then  it  is  found  proper  to  conveft 

nabob,  and  diaappoirUment  and  disgrace  to  me,  their  commanding  officers   into   farmera  of 

— ^Every  measure  [which  he  had  himself  pro-  revenue.    Thus  between  the  well  paid  dvil 

posed]  has  been  w  conducted  as  to  give  him  and  well  rewarded  military  establishment,  the 

rause  of  displeasure  ;  there  are  no  oiHcers  situati  ;n  of  th^  natives  may  be  easily  cnnjcc' 
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lived.  Tbe  authority  of  the  regular  and  accuser  says,  **  Fyzoolah  Khan,  though  a  bad 
lawful  government  is  every  where  and  in  soldier,  [that  is  the  true  source  of  his  misfor* 
^vwy  point  extinguished.  Disorders  and  no-  tune,]  has  approved  himself  a  good  aumil , 
leoces  arise ;  they  are  repressed  by  other  dis-  having,  it  is  supposed,  in  the  course  of  a  iew 
orders  and  other  violences.  Wherever  the  ool-  years,  at  least  doubted  the  population  and  re- 
lectors  of  the  revenue,  and  the  farming  coleneb  venue  of  his  country."-- In  another  part  of  the 
mud  msjijors  move,  ruin  is  about  them,  rebellion  correspondence  he  is  charged  with  making  his 
hmibre  and  behind  them.  The  people  in  crowds  country  an  asylum  for  the  oppressed  peasanlSi 
ily  out  of  the  country ;  and  the  frontier  is  who  fly  from  the  territories  of  Oude.  Tho 
guarded  by  lines  of  troops,  not  to  exclude  an  improvement  of  his  revenue,  arising  from  thn 
enemy,  but  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  in-  single  crime,  (which  Mr.  Hastings  considen 
habitants.  bs  tantamount  to  treason,)  is  stated  at  an  faun* 

By  these  means,  in  tho  course  of  not  more  dred  and  filly  thousand  pounds  a  year. 

than  four  or  five  years,  this  once  opulent  and  Dr.  Swifl  somewhere  says,  that  he  who 

flourishing  country,  which,  by  the  accounts  could  make  two  blades  of  grass  grow  wheve 

I^Ten    in   the   Bengal  consultations,  yielded  but  one  grew  before,  was  a  greater  benefactor 

iDore  than  three  score  of  Sicca  rupees,  that  is,  to  the  human  race  than  all  the  politicians  that 

above  three  millions  sterling  annuaUy,  is  re-  ever  existed.    This  prince,  who  would  have 

duccd,  as  far  as  I  can  discover,  in  a  matter  been  deified  by  antiquity,  who  would  have 

purposely  involved  in  the  utmost  perplexi^,  to  been  ranked  with  Osiris,  and  Bacchus,  and 

less  than  one  million  three  hundred  thousand  Ceres,  and  the  divinities  roost  propitious  to 

pounds,  and  that  exacted  by  every  mode  of  men,  was,  for  those  very  merits,  by  name  at- 

rigbur  that  can  be  devised.    To  complete  the  tacked  by  the  company's  government,  as  a 

business,  most  of  the  wretched  renmants  of  this  cheat,  a  robber,  a  traitor.    In  the  same  breath 

revenue  are  mortgaged,  and  delivered  into  the  in  which  he  was  accused  as  a  rebel,  he  was 

hands  of  the  usurers  at  Benares  (for  there  ordered  at  once  to  furnish  6,000  horse.    On 

alone  are  to  be  found  some  lingering  remains  delay,  or  (according  to  ihe  technical  phrass, 

of  tho  ancient  wealth  of  these  regions)  at  an  when  any  remonstrance  is  made  to  them)  "oa 

interest  uf  near  thirty  per  cent,  per  annwn,  evasion"  he  was  declared  a  violator  of  tietp 

The  revenues  in  this  manner  failing,  they  ties,  and  every  thing  he  had  was  to  be  taken 

saized  upcfti  tho  estates  of  every  person  of  from  him. — Not  one  word,  however,  of  hone 

aminence  in  the  country,  and  under  the  name  in  this  treaty. 

of  resumption,  confiscated  their  property.    I  The  territory  of  this  FizuUa  Kh&n,  Mt 

'wimhf  Sir,  to  be  understood  universally  and  Speaker,  is  less  than  the  county  of  Norfiilk 

Utendly,  when  I  assert,  that  there  is  not  leA  tt  is  an  inland  country,  full  seven  hundred 

one   man  of  property  and  substance  for  his  miles  from  any  sea-port,  and  not  distinguiahsd 

rank,  in  the  whole  of  these  provinces,  in  pro-  for  any  one  considerable  branch   of  maoUF 

Vinoes  which  are  nearly  the  extent  of  England  facture  whatsoever.    From  this  territory  s^ 

and   Wales  taken  together.    Not  one  land-  veral  very  considerable  sums  had  at  several 

hold^,  not  one  banker,  not  one  merchant,  not  times  been  paid  to  the  British  resident.    Tbs 

one  even  of  those  who  usually  perish  last,  the  demand  of  cavalry,  without  a  shadow  or  de- 

aftBRtoa  morient  in  a  ruined  state,  not  one  far-  cent  pretext  of  right,  amoimted  to  three  bun* 

iner  of  revenue.  dred  thousand  a  year  more,  at  the  loiweit 

One  country  for  a  whUe  remained,  which  computation ;  and  it  is  stated,  by  the  last 

stood  as  an  island  in  the  midst  <^  the  grand  person  sent  to  negotiate,  as  a  demand  of  little 

araate  of  the  company's  dominion.    My  right  use,  if  it  couki  be  complied  with ;  but  that  tfaa 

honourable  friend,  in  his  admirable  speech  on  compliance  was  impossible,  as  it  amounted  to 

moving  tbe  bill,  just  touched  the  situation,  the  more  than  his  territories  could  supply,  if  thora 

offeDcet,  and  the  punishment  of  a  native  prince,  had  been  no  other  demand  upon  him — three 

called  FizuUa  Khdn.    This  man,  by  policy  and  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year  from  an  in- 

fqvoe,  had  protected  himself  from  the  general  land  country  not  so  large  as  Norfolk ! 

axtirpation  of  the  Rohilla  chiefi.     He  was  The  thing  most  extraordinary  was  to  hear 

■eoured  (if  that  were  any  security)  by  a  treaty,  the  culprit  defend  himself  firom  the  iroputatiQa 

It  was  stated  to  you,  as  it  was  stated  by  the  of  his  virtues,  as  if  they  had  been  the  blsc|esl 

aawnifis  of  that  unfortunate  man — "  that  the  ofiUncos.    He  extenuated  the  superiour  cidtt» 

Vibote  of  his  countiy  if  what  the  whole  country  vaticm  of  bis  countiy.    He  denied  its  popula* 

oi  tbe  Rohillas  tmu,  cultivated  like  a  garden,  tion.    He  axleavoured  to  prove  that  be  had 

%ilboBt  one  neglected  spot  in  it."— Anodisr  often  lant  bade  the  poor  peawnt  that  soaffac 
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riieker  with  him. — I  can  make  do  oboerratioa  Mcured  by  treaty,  rested  the  lole  hope  of  thetf 

oo  this.  edstence.    But  the  company  wanted  money 

After  a  variety  of  extortions  and  vexations,  and  the  old  women  mutt  be  guilty  of  a  plot 

too  fatiguing  to  you,  too  disgusting  to  me,  to  They  were  accused  of  rebellion,  and  they  were 

go  through  with,  they  found  *<  that  they  ought  convicted  of  wealth.    Twice  had  great  sums 

to  be  in  a   better  state  to  warrant  forcible  been  extorted  from  them,  and  as  oAen  had  the 

means;"   they  therefore  contented  themselves  British  faith  guaranteed  the  remainder.    A 

with  a  gross  sum  of  £.150,000  for  their  pre-  body  of  British  troops,  with  one  of  the  military 

WBt  demand.     They  offered  him  indeed  an  farmers  general  at  their  head,  was  sent  tt 

idemnity  from  their  exactions  in  future  for  threo  seize  upon  the  castle  in  which  these  helple« 

hondred  thousand  pounds  more.    But  he  re-  women  resided.     Their  chief  eunuchs,  wh< 

fbMd  to  buy  their  securities ;  pleading  (proba-  were  their  agents,  their  guardians,  protectors, 

Uy  with  truth)  his  poverty :  but  if  the  plea  perrons  of  high  ranic  according  to  the  Easter* 

were  not  founded,  in  my  opinion  very  wisely ;  manners,  and  of  great  trust,  were  thrown  intt 

not  choosing  to  deal  any  more  in  that  dange-  dungeons,  to  make  them  discover  their  hidden 

roos  commodity  of  the  company's  faith;  uid  treasures ;  and  there  they  lie  at  present.    The 

thinking  it  better  to  oppose  distress  and  unar-  lands  assigned   for  the  maintenance  of  the 

med  obstinacy  to  unc(Joured  exaction,  than  to  women  were  seized  and  confiscated.    T\mr 

•object  himself  to  bo  considered  as  a  cheat,  if  jewels  and  cfTucts  were  taken,  and  set  up  to 

he  should  make  a  treaty  in  the  least  beneficial  a  |»«tended  auction  in  an  obscure  place,  and 

to  himself.  bought  at  such  a  price  as  the  gentlemen  thought 

Thus  they  executed  an  exemplary  punish-  proper  to  give.    No  account  has  ever  been 

raent  on  Fizulla  Kh&n  for  the  culture  of  his  transmitted  of  the  articles  or  produce  of  this 

eountry.    But,  conscious  that  the  prevention  sale.    What  money  was  obtained  is  unknown, 

of  evils  is  the  great  object  of  all  good  regula-  or  what  terms  were  stipulated  for  the  mainte- 

tioo,  they  deprived  him  of  the  means  of  in-  nance  of  these  despoiled  and  forlorn  creatures ; 

creasing  that  criminal  cultivation  in  future,  by  for  by  some  particulars  it  appears  as  if  an 

ndiausting  his  coffers ;  and,  that  the  population  engagement  of  the  kind  was  made. 
of  his  country  should  no  more  be  a  standing        Let  me  here  remark,  once  for  all,  that  thoti|^ 

reproach  and  libel  on  the  company's  govern-  the  act  of  1773  requires  that  an  account  of  aB 

loent,  they  bound  him,  by  a  positive  engage-  proceedings  should  bo  diligently  transmitted, 

ment,  not  to  afford  any  shelter  whatsoever  to  that  this  like  all  the  other  injunctions  of  the 

the  farmers  and  labourers  who  should  seek  law,  is  totally  despised ;  and  that  half  at  least 

refuge  in  his  territories,  from  the  exactions  of  of  the  most  important  papers  arc  intmitiooally 

the  British  residents  in  Oude.    When  they  withhekl. 

had  done  all  this  effectually,  they  gave  him  a        I  wish  you.  Sir,  to  advert  particularly,  in 

fuD  and  complete  acquittance  from  all  charges  this  transaction,  to  the  quality  and  the  num- 

of  rebellion,  or  of  any  intention  to  rebel,  or  of  bers  of  the  persons  spoiled,  and  the  instnuneat 

hii  having  originally  had  any  interest  in,  or  any  by  whom  that  spoil  was  made.     These  in- 

means  of  rebellion.  cient  matrons  called  the  Begums,  or  PrineesMS, 

These  intended  rebellions  are  one  of  the  were  d*  the  first  birth  and  quality  in  India, 
company's  standing  resources.  When  money  the  one  mother,  the  other  wife,  of  the  late 
has  been  thought  to  be  heaped  up  any  where,  nabob  of  Oude,  Sujah  Dowlah,  a  prince  pos- 
its owners  are  universally  accused  of  rebellion,  sessed  of  extensive  and  flourishing  dominiona, 
until  they  are  acquitted  of  their  money  and  and  the  second  man  in  the  Mogul  empire, 
their  treasons  at  once.  The  money  once  taken,  This  prince  (suspicious,  and  nol  unjustly  •!•- 
all  accusation,  trial,  and  punishment  ends.  It  picious,  of  his  son  and  successor)  at  his  death 
is  80  settled  a  resource,  that  I  rather  wonder  OHnmitted  his  treasures  and  his  family  to  die 
how  it  comes  to  be  omitted  in  the  director's  British  faith.  That  family  and  houMhdd,  oon- 
aecount ;  but  I  take  it  for  granted  this  omission  sisted  of  tuw  thousand  women ;  to  which  were 
will  be  supplied  in  their  next  edition.  added  two  other  seraglios  of  near  kindred, 

The  company  stretched  this  resource  to  the  and  said  to  be  extremely  numerous,  and  (as  I 

liD  extent,  when  they  accused  two  old  women,  am  well  informed)  of  about  fowacore  of  th» 

In  ^  remotest  comer  of  India  (who  couM  nabob's  diildren,  with  all  the  eunuchs,  the 

htfo  no  possible  view  or  motive  to  raise  di»-  ancient  servants,  and  a  multitude  of  the  depe»> 

tufbances)  of  being  engaged  in  rebellion,  with  dants  of  his  splendid  court.    Theoe  were  aL. 

an  intent  to  drive  out  the  English  nation,  in  to  be  provided,  for  present  maintenance 

whose  proteetioo,  purchased  by  monay  and  future  establirfmient,  firon  the  tends 
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M  dowor,  ind  from  the  treasures  which  he  left  m  all  other  places.    The  reports  have  fully  in- 
to these  mitrons,  in  trust  for  the  whole  family,  formed  you  of  the  means  and  of  the  terms  in 

So  far  as  to  the  objects  of  the  spoil.   The  in-  which  this  city  and  the  territory  called  Gazi- 

ilntment  chosen  by  Mr.  Hastily  to  despoil  the  pour,  of  which  it  was  the  head,  came  under 

relict  of  Sujah  Dowlah  was  her  own  son,  the  the  sovereignty  of  the  East  India  Company, 

reigning  nabob  of  Dude.    It  was  the  pious  If  ever  there  was  a  subordinate  dominion 

band  of  a  son  that  was  selected  to  tear  from  {Jeasantly  circumstanced  to  the  superiour  pow- 

kis  mother  and  grandmother  the  provi8i<Mi  of  er,  it  was  this ;  a  large  rent  or  tribute,  to  the 

tbeu  age,  the  maintenance  of  his  brethren,  and  amount  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 

of  all  the  ancient  household  of  his  father,  pounds  a  year,  was  paid  in  monthly  instalments 

[&ere  a  laugh  from  some  young  members]—  with  the  punctuality  of  a  dividend  at  the  bank. 

The  laugh  is  aeaaonable,  and  the  occasion  de-  If  ever  there  was  a  prince  who  could  not  have 

oeot  and  proper.  an  interest  in  disturbances,  it  was  its  sove- 

By  the  last  advices  something  of  the  sum  reign,  the  rajah  Cheit  Sing.    He  was  in  pos- 

•ztorted  remained   unpaid.     The  women  in  session  of  the  capital  of  his  religion,  anid  a 

despair  refused  to  deliver  more,  unless  their  willing  revenue  was  paid  by  the  devout  people 

famds  are  restored,  and  their  ministers  released  ^o  resorted  to  him  from  all  parts.    His  sovo- 

ttom  prison :  but  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  council,  reignty  and  his  independence,  except  his  tri- 

flteady  to  their  point,  and  consistent  to  the  last  bute,  was  secured  by  every  tie.     His  territory 

Li  their  conduct,  write  to  the  resident  to  sti-  was  not  much  less  than  half  of  Ireland,  and 

OMilate  the  son  to  accomplish  the  filial  acts  displayed  in  all  parts  a  degree  of  cultivation, 

he  had  brought  so  near  to  their  perfection,  ease,  and  plenty,  under  his  frugal  and  paternal 

"  We  desire,"  say  they  in  their  letter  to  the  management,  which  left  hiiA  nothing  to  desire, 

mident,  (written  so  late  as  March  last,)  « that  either  for  honour  or  satisfaction. 

voa  will  inform  us  if  any,  and  what  means.  This  was  the  light  in  which  this  country 

mare  been  taken  for  recovering  the  balance  due  appeared  to  ahnost  every  eye.    But  Mr.  Has- 

fpom  the  Begum  [Princess]  at  Fizabad ;  and  tings  behoki  it  askance.    Mr.  Hastings  tells  us 

tfiat,  if  necessary,  you  recommend  it  to  the  that  it  was  reported  of  this  Cheit  Sing,  that  his 

fiiier  to  enforce  the  mott  ^edual  ineana  for  lather  left  him  a  million  sterling,  anid  that  he 

that  purpose."  made  annual  accessions  to  the  hoard.    No* 

What  their  effectual  means  of  enforcmg  thing  could  be  so  obnoxious  to  indigent  power, 

donands  on  women  of  high  rank  and  condi-  So  much  wealth  could  not  be  innocent.     The 

tioo  are,   I  shall  shew  you,  Sir,  in  a  few  houso  is  fully  acquainted  with  the  unfounded 

ttioutes ;  when  I  represent  to  you  another  of  and  unjust  requisitions  whicli  were  made  upon 

these  plots  and  rebellions,  which  o/iooys,  in  this  prince.    The  question  has  been  most  ably 

ladta,  though  so  mrely  any  where  else,  are  the  and  conclusively  cleared  up  in  one  of  the  re- 

cfipring  of  an  easy  condition,  and  hoarded  ports  of  the  select  committee,  and  in  an  answer 

liebes.  of  the  court  of  directors  to  an  extraordinary 

Benares  is  the  capital  city  of  the  Indian  publication  against  them  by  their  servant,  Mr. 

laligioa.    It  is  regarded  as  holy  by  a  particu-  Hastings.    But  I  mean  to  pass  by  these  ex- 

Iw  and  distinguished  sanctity ;  and  the  Gentoos  actions,  as  if  they  were  perfectly  just  and  regu- 

m  ^neral  think  themselves  as  much  obliged  to  lar ;  and,  having  admitted  them,  I  take  what  I 

tint  it  once  in  their  lives  as  the  Mahometans  shall  now  trouble  you  with,  only  as  it  serves  to 

lo  peHbrm  their  pilgrimage  to  Mecca.     By  shew  the  spirit  of  the  company's  government, 

this  means  that  city  grew  great  in  commerce  the  mode  in  which  it  is  carried  on,  and  the 

aad  opulence ;  and  so  eflfectually  was  it  se-  maxims  on  which  it  proceeds, 

earad  by  the  pious  veneration  of  that  peo-  Mr.  Hastings^  from  whom  I  take  the  doctrine, 

jfimf  that  in  all  wars  and  in  all  violences  of  endeavours  to  prove  that  Cheit  Sing  was  no 

poirer,  there  was  so  sure  an  asylum,  both  fur  aovoreign  prince ;  but  a  mere  zemindar  or  com- 

ypinity  and  wealth,  (as  it  were  under  a  divine  mon  subject,  holding  land  by  rent.    If  this  be 

proCectioD,)  that  the  wisest  laws  and  best  as-  granted  to  him,  it  is  next  to  be  seen  under  what 

«d  free  constitution  could  not  better  provide  terms  he  is  of  opinion  such  a  landholder,  that  » 

the  relief  of  the  one,  or  the  safety  of  the  is  a  British  subject,  holds  his  life  and  property 

;  and  this  tranquillity  influenced  to  the  under  the  company's  government.    It  is  pn^ 


degree  the  prosperity  of  all  the  coun-  per  to  understand  well  the  doctrines  of  the 

%y,  and  Ihe  territory  of  which  it  was  the  capi-  person  whose  administration  has  lately  r^ 

tJL    The  interest  of  money  there  was  not  ceived  such  distinguished  approbation  from 

than  half  the  otiial  rate  in  which  it  stood  the   company.    His   doctrine  i»— ''that  tiis 
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coopany,  or  tho  pcrw»  deUgaUd  by  it,  holds  coiiduct>-" I  will  suppose,  for  &  monieat,  thil 

an  idmivte  autbori^  otst  such  zemindars ; —  I  have  acted  with  unwarrantable  rigour  to* 

that  he  [such  a  subject]  owes  an  impUat  and  wards  Cheit  Sing,  and  even  with  injustioa^** 

unreserved  obedience  to  its  authority,  at  the  Let  my  motite  be  consulted.    I  left  Caknttai 

fmrfalmn  eren  of  his  ^  and  property ^  at  the  impressed   with  a  belief  that   utimiiliMmr^ 

DiscHETiO!*  of  thoso  who  held  or  fulUf  rtpr^  meant  were  necessary,  and  those  exerted  with 

•ented  the  soyereign  authority ; — and  that  that  a  steaify  hand,  to  preserve  the  company'i  m 

rights  are^u^  delegated  toAun  Mr.  Hastings."  lereitf  from  mnking    under    the  accmmdaiai 

Such  is  a  British  govemour's  idea  of  the  weight  tofdeh  oppresaed  them*    I  saw  a  pnliiitat 

condition  of  a  great  zemindar  holding  under  a  neeesiity  for  curbing  the  ova^grmom  power  of  m 

BritiiA  authority ;  and  this  kind  of  authority  ha  great  member  of  their  dominion,  and  fir  imof 

supposes  fully  delegated  to  him ;  though   no  king  it  amtribute  to  the  reiitf  of  their  prening 

such  delegation  appears  in  any  commissiooi  emgendee"     This  is  plain  speaking;  after 

instruction,  or  act  of  parliament.    At  his  db-  this,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  rajah's  wealth 

cretion  he  may  demaind,  of  the  substance  of  and  his  offence,  the  necessities  of  the  judge, 

any  zemindar  over  and  above  his  rent  or  trW  and  the  opulence  of  the  delinquent,  are  aeiver 

bute,  even  what  he  pleases,  with  a  sovereign  separated,  through  the  whole  of  Mr.  Hastings*! 

authority ;  and  if  he  does  not  yield  an  impHat  apology.    "  The  justice  and  poliof  of  exactin|{ 

unreaerved  obedience  to  all  his  commands,  he  a  large  pecuniary  mulct.**    The  resolution  **  It 

forfeits  his  lands,  his  life,  and  his  property,  at  draw  from  hit  guilt  the  means  of  reUef  to  At 

Mr.  Hastings's  diecretion.    But,  extravagant,  company*»  dietreeeee.**    His  determination  '*  to 

and  even  frantic  as  these  positions  appear,  they  make  himpt^  targefy  for  his  pardon,  or  to  ex^ 

are  less  so  than  what  I  shall  now  reaid  to  you ;  cute  a  severe  vengeance  for  past  delinquency.* 

for  he  asserts,  that  if  any  one  should  urge  an  That  ^'  as  his  uxalth  vxxa  great,  and  the  coto- 

exemption  from  more  than  a  stated  payment,  pany*t  etcigendee  pressing,  he  thou^it  it   a 

or  should  consider  the  deeds,  which  passed  be-  measure  of  justice  and  policy  to  exact  frvii 

tween  him  and  the  board,  "  as  bearing  the  him  a  ku'ge  pecuniary  mvkx  for  their  reSrfi^ 

quality  and  force  of  a  treaty  between  equal  — "  The  sum    (says  Mr.   Wheler,   bearing 

states,"  he  says,  "  that  such  an  opinion  is  it-  evidence,  at  his  desire,  to  his  intentions)  to 

self  criminal  to  the  state  of  which  he  is  a  sub-  which  the  govemour  declared  his  re«>hition  to 

ject ;  and  that  he  was  himself  amenable  to  its  extend  his  fine,  was  forty  or  fifty  Ucs,  ihM  h 

justice,  if  he  gave  oownUnanoe  to  such  a  bdief,**  four  or  Jive  hundred  thouaand  pounde  ,*  and  thai 

Here  is  a  new  species  of  crime  invented,  that  if  he  refused,  he  was  to  be  removed  from  hit 

of  countenancing  a  belief^— but  a  belief  of  what  ?  zemindary  entirely ;  or  by  taking  possession  cf 

A  belief  of  that  which  tho  court  of  directors,  his  forts,  to  obtain,  otU  of  the  treasure  depotHad 

Hastings's  masters,  and  a  commitee  of  this  in  them,  the  above  sum  for  the  company." 
house,  have  decided  as  this  prince's  indisputar        Crimes  so  convenient,  crimes  so  poKtio, 

ble  right.  crimes  so  necessary,  crimes  so  alleTiating  of 

But  su{»posing  the  rajah  of  Benares  to  be  a  distress,  can  never  be  wanting  to  those  vHmi 

mere  subject,  and  that  subject  a  criminal  of  use  no  process,  and  who  produce  no  prooft. 
the  highest  form ;  let  us  see  what  course  was        But  there  is  another  serious  part  (what  it 

taken  by  an  upright  English  magistrate.    Did  not  so  ?)  in  this  affair.    Let  us  suppose  that 

he  cite  this  culprit  before  his  tribunal?    Did  the  power,  for  which  Mr.  Hastings  oooteadt, 

he  make  a  charge  ?  Did  he  produce  witnesses  ?  a  power  which  no  sovereign  ever  did,  or  awr 

These  are  not  forms ;  they  are  parts  of  sub-  can  vest  in  any  of  his  subjects,  namely,  htsovm 

stantial  and  eternal  justice.    No,  not  a  word  sovereign  authority,  to  be  conveyed  by  dto 

of  all  this,  Mr.  Hastings  concludes  him,  inhia  act  of  parliament  to  any  man  or  body  of  ncB 

own  nUnd,  to  be  guilty ;  he  makes  this  condu-  whatsoever ;  it  certainly  was  never  given  to 

sion  on  reports,  on  hearsays,  on  appearances,  Mr.  Hastings.    The  powers  given  by  the  Ml 

on  rumours,  on  conjectures,  on  presumptions;  of  177S  were  formal  and  official;  they  wMv 

and  even  these  never  <»ice  hinteid  to  the  party,  given  not  to  the  govemour  general,  \ML  to  tbt 

nor  publicly  to  any  human  being,  tiU  the  whola  major  vote  of  the  board,  as  a  board,  on  di^ 

business  was  done.  cussion  among  themsdves,  in   their   pubUo 

But  the  govemour  tclb  you  his  motive  for  character  and  capacity ;  and  their  acts  m  thit 

this  axtraodinary  proceeding,  so  contrary  to  character  and  capacity  were  to  be  ascei 

•very  mode  of  justice  towards  either  a  princt  by  records  and  minutes  of  council.    The 

or  a  subject,  fairly  and  without  disguise ;  and  potio  acts  exercised  by  Mr.  Hastini^ 

ha  puts  into  yoor  hands  the  key  of  his  wbol^  dof.e  merely  in  his  private  character;  wad,  if 
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ibey  had  oeen  moderate  and  just,  would  still  villain,  calle«i  tJwaum  Sing,  kept  as  a  hawk  m 

Jm  the  acts  of  an  usurped  authcx-ity,  and  with-  a  mew,  to  fly  upon  this  nation,  was  set  up  to 

out  any  one  of  the  legal  modes  of  proceeding  govern  there,  instead  of  a  prince  honoured  and 

wnich  could  give  him  competence  for  the  most  beloved.    But  when  the  business  of  insult  wag 

trivial  exertion  of  power.    There  was  no  pro-  afcomplished,  the  revenue  was  too  serious  a 

position  or  deliberation  whatsoever  in  council,  concern  to  be  entrusted  to  such  hands.    Ano* 

00  minute  on  record,  by  circulation  or  otherwise,  ther  was  set  up  in  his  place,  as  guardian  to  an 

to  authorize  his  proceedings.  No  delegaticm  of  infant. 

Dowar  to  impose  a  fine,  or  to  take  any  step  to  But  here.  Sir,  mark  the  effect  of  all  theta 

oepriTe  the  rajah  of  Benares  of  his  government,  extraordinary  means,  of  all  this  policy  and  jua* 

hii  property,  or  his  liberty.    The  minutesv^  tice.    The  revenues  which  had  been  hitherto' 

eoQBultation  assign  to  his  journey  &  totally  di&  paid  with  such  astonishing  punctuality,  fell  into 

ferent  object,   duty,  and   destination.     Mr.  arrcar.    The  new  prince  guardian  was  do* 

Wheler,  at  his  desire,  tells  us  long  after,  that  posed  without  ceremony;  and  with  as  little, 

he  had  a  confidential  conversation  with  him  on  cast  into  prison.  The  government  of  that  once 

various  subjects,  of  which  this  was  the  prin-  happy  country  has  been  in  the  utmost  coii> 

dpal,  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  notified  to  him  fusion  ever  since  such  good  order  was  takoi 

Us  secret  intentions ;  "  and  that  he  bespoke  his  about   it.     But,  to  complete  the  contumdy 

npport  of  the  measures  which  he  intended  to  offered  to  this  undone  people,  and  to  make 

porsue  towards  him,  (the  rajah.)'*    This  con^  them  feel  their  servitude  in  all  its  degradatioO| 

fidential  discourse,  and  bespeaking  of  support,  and  all  its  bitterness,  the  government  of  their 

couU  give  him  no  power,  in  opposition  to  an  sacred  city,  the  government  of  that  Benarea 

oqjressact  of  parliament,  and  the  whole  tenour  which  had  bc^en  so  respected  by  Persian  and 

'jf  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors.  Tartar  conquerours,  though  of  the  Mussulman 

In  what  manner  the  powers  thus  usurped  persuasion,  that,  even  in  the  plenitude  of  their 

were  employed,  is  known  to  the  whole  world,  ^ride,  power  and  bigotry,   no  magistrate  of 

AU  the  bouse  knows,  that  the  design  on  the  that  sect  entered  the  place,  was  now  delivered 

rajah  proved  as  unfruitful  as  it  was  violent,  over  by  English  hands  to  a  Mahometan ;  and 

Ttie  unhappy  prince  was  expelled,  and  hia  an  Ali  Ibrahim  Khan  was  introduced,  under 


unhappy    country  was    enslaved    and  the  company's  authority,  with  power  of  life 

nuned ;  but  not  a  rupee  was  acquired.    In-  and  death,  into  the  sanctuary  of  the  Grentoo 

stead  of  a  treasure  to  recruit  the  company's  religion. 

fiomces,  wasted  by  their  wanton  wars  and        Afler  this,  the  taking  oflT  a  slight  payment, 

oomipt  jobs,  they  were  plunged  into  a  new  cheerfully  made  by  pilgrims  to  a  chief  of  their 

war  which  shook  their  power  in  India  to  its  own  rites,  was  represented  as  a  mighty  benefit, 

foondation ;  and,  to  use  the  govemour's  own  It  remains  only  to  shew,  through  the  conduct 

bippy  simile,  might  have  dissolved  it  like  a  in  this  business,  the  spirit  of  the  company's 


structure,   if  the  talisman  had  been  government,  and  the  respect  they  pay  towards 

broken.  other  prejudices  not  less  regarded  in  the  east 

But  the  success  is  no  part  of  my  c<Hisiderap  than  those  of  religion ;  I  mean  the  reverence  pam 

Uon,  iwho  shoukl  think  just  the  same  of  Una  to  the  female  sex  in  general,  and  particularly 

StHiness,  if  the  spoil  of  one  rajah  had  been  to  women  of  high  rank  and  condition.    During 

^y  acquired,  and  faithfully  applied  to  the  the  general  confusion  of  the  country  of  Gazy> 

^usUiirlinn  of  twenty  other  rajahs.    Not  only  pore,  Panna,  the  mother  of  Cheil  Sing,  was 

the  arrest  of  the  rajah  in  his  palace  was  un*  lodged  with  her  train  in  a  castle  called  BHigo 

TluijLiessi/  and  unrvarrantable,  and  calculated  Gur,  in  which  were  likewise  deposited  a  hufO 

Uk  siCir  op  any  manly  blood  which  remained  in  portion  of  the  treasures  of  her  son,  or  mora 

Kis  sK^kjects ;  but  the  despotic  style,  and  the  probably  her  own.    To  whomsoever  they  be* 

incolence  of  language  and  demeanour,  longed  was  indifferent ;  for  though  no  charge  of 

to  a  person  of  great  condition  among  the  rebellion  was  made  on  this  woman  (which  was 

people  in  the  worki,  was  intolerable.^  rather  singular,  as  it  would  have  cost  nothing) 

Nothing  aggravates  tyranny  so  much  as  con-  they  were  resolved  to  secure  her  with  her 

tamely      Qidequid  ntperbia  in  e(»Uumelm  was  fortune.    The  castle  was  besieged  by  Mkjar 

elsaiged  by  a  great  man  of  antiquity,  as  a  prin-  Popham. 

cipal  head  of  offence  against  the  govemour  There  was  no  great  reason  to  apprehend 

~       nal   of  that  day.     The  unhappy  people  that  soldiers  ill  paid,  that  soMiers  who  thou|^ 

stin  more  insulted.    A  relation,  but  an  they  had  been  defrauded  of  their  plunder  oa 

to  the  family,  a  notorious  robber  and  former  services  of  the  same  kind,  would  aoi 

R 
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iiavo  been  suflicicntly   attentive  to  the  apoQ  delay  it  beyond  the  term  of  twen^four  hourf 
they  were  expressly  come  for ;  but  the  gallantry     it  is  my  potitive  injunction,  that  you  ixmn^ 

and  generosity  of  the  profession  vms  justly  suv-  diately  put  a  stop  to  any  further  intercourse  or 

pected,  as  being  likely  to  set  bounds  to  military  negotiation  with  her,  and  on  no  pretext  renm 
rapaciousness.  The  company's  fint  ciril  ma-  it.  If  she  disappoints  or  tr\fiei  with  me,  after 
gistrate  discovered  the  greatest  uneasiness  lest  I  have  subjected  my  duan  to  the  disgrace  of 
the  women  should  have  any  thing  preserved  to  returning  iiietTectually,  and  of  course  myself  to 
them.  Terms,  tending  to  put  some  restraint  discredit,  I  shall  consider  it  as  a  toonlon  afTronl 
on  military  violence,  were  granted.  He  writes  and  indignity  tr/ucA  /  can  never  forgive;  nor 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Popham,  referring  to  some  will  I  grant  her  any  conditions  whatever,  but 
letter  written  before  to  the  same  effect,  which  leafre  her  exposed  to  thoae  dangers  which  sIm 
I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  ;  but  it  shews  has  chosen  to  risk,  rather  than  trust  to  the 
his  anxiety  on  this  subject.  Hear  himself: —  clemency  and  generosity  of  our  govemmenL 
"  I  tliink  every  demand  she  has  made  on  you,     I  think  she  cannot  be  ignorant  of  these  oonse- 

cxcept  that  of  safety  and  respect  to  her  person,  qucnces,  and  will  not  venture  to  incur  then; 
is  unreasonable.    If  the  reports  brought  to  me     and  it  is  for  this  reason  I  place  a  dependa^ce 

are  true,  your  rejecting  her  offers,  or  cmy  ne-  on  her  offers,  and  have  consented  to  send  my 

goHationj  would  soon  obtain  you  the  fort  upon  duan  to  her."     The  dreadful  secret  hinted  at 

your  own  terms.   I  apprehend  she  will  attcmfit  by  the  merciful  govomour  in  the  latter  part  of 

to  defraud  the  captors  of  a  considerable  part  of  tJie  Utter,  is  well  understood  in  India ;  where 

their  booty  f  by  being  suffered  to  retire  mthout  tliose  who  suffer  corporeal  indignities,  gencraBy 

examination.    But  this  is  your  concern,  not  expiate  the  offences  of  others  with  their  owb 

mine.     I  should  be  very  sorry  that  your  officers  blood.     However,  in  spite   of  all  these,  ibe 

^nd  soldiers  lost  any  part  of  the  reward  to  temper  of  the  military  did,  some  way  or  other, 

which  tliey  are  so  well  entitled ;  but  you  must  operate.    They  came  lb  terms  which   have 

be  the  best  judge  of  tlie  promised  indulgence*  never  been  transmitted.    It  appears   that  a 

to  the  ranny  :  what  you  have  engaged  for  I  will  fifteenth  per  cent,  of  tlie  plunder  was  resenr^l 

certainly  ratify  ;  but  as  to  suffering  tlio  ranny  to  the  captives,  of  which  tlie  unliappy  mother 

to  hold  the  purgunna  of  Hurlich,  or  any  other  of  the  prince  of  Benares  was  to  have  a  share, 

zemindary,  without  being  subject  to  the  autho-  This   ancient  matron,  bora  to  better  ihinfi 

rity  of  the  zemindar,  or  any  lands  whataoevcr^  [a  laugh  from  certain  young  gentlemen] — I  see 

or  indeed  making  any  condition  with  her  fur  a  no  cause  for  this  mirth.     A  good  author  of 

provitMn^  I  will  nevrr  consent.*^  antiquity  reckons  among  the  calamities  of  his 

Here  your  governour  stimulates  a  rapacious  time.    NobUimmarum  faaminarum  exOia  cf 

and  licentious  soldiery  to  the  personal  search  fugas.    I  say,  Sir,  this  ancient  lady  was  oon^ 

of  women,  lest  these  unhappy  creatures  should  polled  to  quit   her  house  with  three  hundred 

avail  themselves  of  the  protection  of  their  sex  to  helpless  women,  and  a  multitude  of  chiklreo  Vk 

secure  any  supply  for  their  necessities ;  and  he  her  train  ;  but  the  lower  sort  in  the  camp  it 

positively  orders  that  no  stipulation  should  be  seems  could  not  be  resUrained.    They  did  noi 

made  for  any  provision  for  them.    The  widow  forget  the  good  lessons  of  the  governour  general, 

and  mother  of  a  prince,  well  infornlfcd  of  her  They  were  unwilling  '<  to  bo  defrauded  of  a 

miserable  situation,  and  the  cause  of  it,  a  considerable  part  of  their  booty,  by  suflTering 

woman  of  this  rank  became  a  suppliant  to  the  them  to  pass  without  examination."— They 

domestic  servant  of  Mr.  Hastings,  (they  are  examined  them.  Sir,  with  a  vengeance,  and 

his  own  words  that  I  read;)  "  imploring  his  the  sacred  protection  of  that  awful  dharacter, 

intercession,  that  she  may  be  relieved .^tmi  the  Mr.  Hastings's  maitro  d'hotel,  could  not  secura 

hardships  and  dangers  of  ha^  present  situatian;  them  from  insult  and  plunder.    Here  is  Po|^ 

and  offering  to  surrender  the  fort,  and  tho  ham's  narrative  of  the  affair : — "  The  ranny 

treasure  and  v^tuMe  ^ects  contained  in  it,  came  out  of  the  fort,  with  her  family  and  d^ 

provided  she  can  be  assured  of  safety  and  pn>-  pendants,  tlie  10th  at  night,  owing  to  which 

taction  to  her  person  cmd  honour y  and  to  that  of  such  attention  was  not  paid  to  her  as  I  wished, 

her  family  and  attendants."    He  is  so  good  as  and  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  inform  you,  that 

to  consent  to  this,  provided  she  surrenders  the  licentiousness  of  our  followers  tea*  beyond 

every  thing  of  value,  with  the  reserve  on^  of  the  bounds  of  contraul;  far,  notuithttaiuiing 

such  articles  as  you  shall  think  necessary  to  all  J  could  do,  her  people  voere  plundered  on  Am 

her  condition,  or  as  you  yourself  shall  be  dis-  rood  qf  most  qf  the  things  v)hich  the^ 

posed  to  indulge  her  with. — But  shodd  she  out  ofthefort^  by  vMch  mKoms  one  of  the 

refise  to  execute  the  promise  she  has  made,  or  des  ofeurrender  has  bet%  much  infringed. 
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dlfltren  I  have  felt  upon  this  occasion  cannot  ahready  display,  the  same  appearances  with 

be  expressed,  and  can  only  be  allayed  by  a  firm  those  countries  and  cities  which  are  under 

performance  of  the  other  articles  oi  the  treaty,  better  subjection.    A  great  master,  Mr.  Has- 

whicfa  I  shall  make  it  my  business  to  enforce.  tings,  has  himself  been  at  the  pains  of  draw, 

"  The  suspicions  which  the  officers  had  of  ing  a  picture  of  one  of  these  countries,  I  mean 

treafehery,  and  the  delay  made  to  our  getting  the  province  and  city  of  Famickabad.     There 

possessioo,  had  enraged  them,  as  well  as  the  is  no  reason  to  question  his  knowledge  of  the 

troops,  so  much,  that  the  treaty  was  at  first  re-  facts ;  and  his  authority  (on  this  point  at  least) 

|trded  as  void,  but  this  determination  i^as  is  above  all  exception,  as  well  for  the  state  of 

toon  succeeded  by  pity  and  compassion  for  the  the  country  as  for  the  cause.    In  his  minute 

uafbrtunate  besieged." — AAer  this  comes,  in  of  consultation,  Mr.  Hastings  describes  forci- 

his  due  order,  Mr.  Hastings  ;  who  is  full  oC  bly  the  consequences  which  arise  from  the  de- 

•orrow  and  indignation,  &c.  &c.  &c.  according  gnulation  into  which  we  have  sunk  the  native 

to  the  best  and  most  authentic  precedents  esta-  government.    "The  total  want  (says  he)  of 

blished  upon  such  occasions.  all  order,  regularity,  or  authority,  in  his  (the 

The  women  being  thus  disposed  of,  that  is,  nabob  of  Farruckabad*s)  government,  and  la 

oomplctely    despoiled,    and   pathetically    la-  which,  among  other  obvious  causes,  it  may 

nentcd,  Mr.  Hastings  at  length  recollected  the  no  doubt  be  owing  that  the  country  of  Fai^ 

great  object  of  his  enterprise,  which,  during  ruckabad  is  become  almoMt  an  entire  uxxgUf 

hm  zeal  Ic&t  the  officers  and  soldiers  should  toUhout  cttUivation  or  inhabitanta ;  that  the  capi- 

iose  any  part  of  their  reward,  he  seems  to  have  tal,  which,  but  a  very  short  time  ago,  was  dis- 

^forgot ;  that  is  to  say,  "  to  draw  from  the  ra-  tinguished  as  one  of  the  most  popuk>us   and 

jth's  guilt  the  means  of  relief  to  the  company's  opulent  commercial  cities  in  Hindostan,  at 

distresses."    This  was  to  be  the  strong  hold  present  exhibits  nothing  but  acencaofthe  moti 

of  his  defence.     This  compassion  to  the  com-  tcretched  poverty^  deeolaUon,  and  mitery ;  and 

ptay,  he  knew  by  experience  would  sanctify  a  that  the  nabob  kim»€{fy  though  in  tlic  possession 

great  deal  of  rigour  towards  the  natives.    But  of  a  tract  of  country  which,  with  only  conunon 

the  Bulitary  had  distresses  of  their  own,  which  care,  is  notoriously  capable  of  yielding  an  aD> 

they  considered  first.    Neither  Mr.  Hastings's  nual  revenue  of  between  thirty  and  forty  lacs, 

Authority,  nor  his  supplications,  could  prevail  (three  or  four  hundred  thousand  poimds,)  with 

On  them  to  assign  a  shilling  to  the  claim  he  no  mUitary  estabtuhment  to  maintain,  scarcely 

made  on  the  part  of  the  company.    They  di- '  commands  the  meane  of  a  bare  subdttence. 

vided  the  booty  among  themselves.     Driven  This  is  a  true  and  unexaggcrated  picture, 

from  his  claim,  he  was  reduced  to  petition  (w  not  only  of  Farruckabad,  but  of  at  least  three 

the  spoil  as  a  loan.     But  the  soldiers  were  fourths  of  ^he  country  which  we  possess,  or 

too  wise  to  venture  as  a  loan,  what  the  bor-  rather  lay  waste,  in  India.    Now,  Sir,  the 

rower  claimed  as  a  right.    In  defiance  of  all  house  will  be  desirous  to  know  for  what  pur- 

Sulbority,  they  shared  among  themselves  about  pose  this  picture  was  drawn.    It  was  for  a 

two  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  besides  purpose,  I  wUl  not  say  laudable,  but  neces- 

^HiAt  had  been  taken  from  the  women.  suy,  that  of  taking  the  unfortunate  prince  and 

In  all  this  there  is  nothing  wonderful.    We  his  country  out  of  the  hands  of  a  sequestrator 

laaj  rest  assured,  that  when  the  maxims  of  sent  thither  by  the  nabob  of  Oude,  the  mortal 

%iij  government  estabtidi  among  its  resources  enemy  of  the  prince  thus  ruined,  and  to  protect 

extraordinary  means,  and  those  exerted  with  him  by  means  of  a  British  resident,  who  might 

%  strong  hajid,  that  strong  hand  will  provide  carry  his  complaints  to  tlie  superiour  resident 

those  extraordinary  means  for  i<se//'.    Whether  at  Oude,  or  transmit  them  to  Calcutta.    But 

the  soUiers  had  reason  or  not  (perhaps  much  maiii  how  the  reformer  persisted  in  his  refor- 

lai^it  be  said  for  them)  certain  it  is,  the  mili-  matj^n.    The  effect  of  the  measure  was  better 

Xmrj  discipline  of  India  was  ruined  from  that  than  was  probably  expected.    The  prince  be- 

moment ;  and  the  same  rage  for  plunder,  the  gan  to  be  at  ease ;  the  country  began  to  reoo- 

mmn  contempt  of  subordination,  which  blasted  ver ;  and  the  revenue  began  to  be  collected. 

%U  the  hopes  of  extraordinary  means  from  your  These  were  alarming  circumstances.     Mr. 

_  haiid  at  Benares,  have  very  lately  lost  Hastings  not  only  recalled  the  resident,  but  he 

an  army  in  Mysore.     This  is  visiUe  entered  into  a  formal  stipulation  with  the  na- 

jh  firom  the  accounts  in  the  last  Gazette,  bob  of  Oude,  never  to  send  an  English  subjeol 

There  ia  no  doubt  but  that  the  country  and  again  to  Farruckabad ;  and  thus  the  countiy, 

^jty  of  Benares,  now  brought  into  the  same  described  as  you  have  heardby  Mr.Haatin|ii 

dTOBii  #iU  very  >oon  exhibit,  if  it  does  not  isgivenupforevertotheveryperaons  towhoni 
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h»  had  attributed  its  ruin,  that  if,  to  the  Seza-  gion.  In  that  country,  the  moisture,  theboonti 

walfl  or  sequostralora  of  the  nabob  ofOude.  of  Heaven,  ia  given  but  at  a  certain  eeaaoo. 

Such  was  the  issue  of  the  first  attempt  to  Before  the  oera  of  our  influence,  the  industry 

relieve  the  distresses  of  the  dependent  pro-  of  man  carefully  husbanded  that  gift  of  CSod. 

nnces.    I  shall  close  what  I  have  to  say  on  The  Gentoos  preserved,  with  a  provident  and 

the  condition  of  the  northern  dependencies,  r^igious  care,  the  precious  deposit  of  tfa«,pe- 

with  the  eflfect  of  the  last  of  these  attempts,  rkxticalrain  in  reservoirs,  many  of  tliem  works 

Tou  will  recollect,  Sir,  the  account  I  have  not  of  royal  grandeur ;  and  iromlhese,  as  oocasicn 

long  ago  stated  to  you  as  given  by  Mr.  Has-  de^iandod,  they  fructified  the  whole  coaotrr. 

tings,  of  the  ruined  condition  of  the  destroyer  To  maintain  these  reservoirs,  and  to  keep  up 

of  others,  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  of  the  recall,  an  annua!  advance  to  the  cultivators,  for  seed 

in  consequence,  of  Hannay,  Middleton,  aiKi  and  cattle,  formed  a  principal  object  of  the 

Johnson.    When  the  first  little  sudden  gust  of  piety  and  policy  of  the  priests  and  rulers  of  the 

passion  against  these  gentlemen  was  spent,  the  Gentoo  religion. 

sentiments  of  old  friendship  began  to  revive.  This  object  required  a  command  of  monej; 

Some  healing  conferences  were  held  between  aiKi  there  was  no  pollam,  or  castle,  which  in 

them  and  the   superiour  government.      Mr.  the  happy  days  of  the  Camatic  was  without 

Hannay  was  permitted  to  return  to  Gudu ;  but  some  heard  of  treasure,  by  which  the  gorer- 

death  prevented  the    further  advantages  in-  nours  were  enabled  to  combat  with  the  iiregu- 

tended  for  him,  and  the  future  benefits  pro-  larity  of  the  seasons,  and  to  resist  or  to  buy 

posed  for  the  country  by  the  provident  care  offthe  invasion  of  an  enemy.    In  all  the  cities 

of  the  council  general.  were  multitudes  of  merchants  and  bankers,  fisr 

One  of  these  gentlemen  was  accused  of  the  all  occasions  of  monied  assistance ;  and  oo  the 

grossest  peculations.    Two  of  them  by  Mr.  other  hand,  the  native  princes  were  in  coi^ 

Hastings  himself,  of  what  he  considered  as  ditirni  to  obtain  credit  from  them.     Themano- 

very  gross  offences.    The  court  of  directors  facturcr  was  paid  by  the  return  of  conunodities, 

were  informed,  by  the  govemour-general  and  or  by  imported  money,  and  not,  as  at  present, 

council,  that  a  severe  inquiry  would  be  insti-  in  the  taxes  that  had  been  originally  ezaeled 

tuted  against  the  two  survivors;  and  they  re-  from  his  industry.    In  aid  of  casual  distress, 

quested  that  court  to  suspend  its  judgment,  and  the  country  was  full  of  choultries,  which  wei« 

to  wait  the  event  c^their  proceedings.    A  mock  inns  and  hospitals,  where  the  traveller  and  the 

inquiry  has  been  instituted,  I  y  which  the  par-  poor  were  relieved.    All  ranks  of  people  had 

ties  could  not  be  said  to  be  either  acquitted  or  their  place  in  the  public  concern,   and  their 

condemned.     By  means  of  the  bland  and  con-  share  in  the  common  stock  and  common  pra»> 

ciliatory  dispositions  of  the  charter  ^emours,  perity ;   but  the  e/tariered  righU  of  mat,  and 

and  proper  private  explanations,  the  public  in-  the  right  which  it  was  thought  proper  to  set 

quir}'  has  in  effect  died  away ;  the  supposed  up  in  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  introduced  a  new 

peculators  and  destroyers  of  Oude  repose  in  system.    It  was  their  policy  to  consider  hoards 

all  security  in  the  bosoms  of  their  accusers;  of  money  as  crimes;  to  regard  moderate  rents 

whibt  others  succeed  to  them  to  be  instructed  as  fi'auds  on  the  sovereign ;  and  to  view,  in 

by  their  example.  the  lesser  princes,  any  claim  of  exemption  from 

It  is  only  to  complete  the  view  I  proposed  more  than  settled  tribute,  as  an  act  of  rebel- 

of  the  conduct  of  the  company,  with  regard  to  lion.    Accordingly  all  the  castles  were,  one 

the  dependent  provinces,  that  I  shall  say  any  after  the  other,  plimdered  and  destroyed.    The 

thing  atalloftheCamatic,whichin  the  scene,  native  princes  were  expelled;   the  hospitals 

if  possible,  of  greater  disorder  than  the  northern  fell  to  ruin;  the  reservoirs  of  water  went  to 

provinces.    Perhaps  it  were  better  to  say  of  decay ;  the  merchants,  bankers,  and  naunt&o> 

this  centre  and  metropdis  of  abuse,  whence  all  turers  disappeared;  and  sterility,  indigeara. 

the  rest  in  India  and  in  England  diverge ;  t^om  and  depopulation,  overspread  the  face  of  these 

whence   they  are  fed  and  methodized,  what  once  flourishing  provinces, 

was  said  of  Carthage— de  Carthagme  tathu  The  company  was  very  early  sensible  of  dieae 

ed  $Uere  quam  parutn  dieere.    This  country,  mischiefs,  and  of  their  true  cause.    Th^  gave 

in  all  its  denominations,  is  about  46,000  square  precise  orders  "  that  the  native  princes,  caBed 

miles.    It  may  be  affirmed  universally,  that  polygars,  should  not  6e  estvpotai."— '<  Tba 

not  one  person  of  substance  or  pn^erty ,  landed,  rebellion  [so  they  choose  to  call  it]  of  the  po^ 

eommercial  or  monied,  excepting  two  or  three  gars,  may  (they  fear)  with  too  maccA  /Mtioc, 

bankers,  who  are  necessary  deposits  and  dis-  be  attributed  to  the  maladministration  of  tki 

IributorB  of  the  general  spoil,  is  left  in  all  that  re-  nabob's  c<41ector8  :*' — They  obswe  widi  ooo> 


SPEECU  ON  MR.  FOX*S  EAST  INDIA  BILL.  951 

cem,  that  their  "  troops  hare  been  put  to  du-  write  to  their  infltrument,  the  nabob  of  Arcot, 
«freeo6/r  lervices.**    They  might  ha^«  used  a  concerning  these  poor  people  in  a  most  patbc^ 
strooger  expression  without  impropriety.    But  tic  strain.    **  We  entrtat  your  excellency  (say 
they  make  amends  in  another  place.    Speak-  they)    in  particular,  to  make  the  manufao 
ing  of  the  polygars,  the  directors  say,  that  **  it  turers  the  object  of  your  tenderal  care ;  parti- 
was  repugnant  to  humanity  \o  force  them  to  cularly  when  you  root  out  the  polygars,  you  do 
wch  dreadful  extremities  as  they  underwent:^*  not  deprive^  the  voeavert  of  the  protection  they 
That  some  examples  of  severity  might   be  enjoyed  under  themj*    When  they  root  out  the 
necessary,  "when  they  fell  into  the  nabob's  protectors  in  favour  of  the  oppressor,  they  shew 
hands,"  and  not  by  the  destruction  of  the  courts  themselves  rdigiously  cautious  of  the  rights  of 
try:  "  That  they  fear  his  government  is  nam  the  protect^.    When  they  extirpate  the  shep- 
^Ae  mildest ;  and  tliat  there  is  great  oppre^  herd  and  the  shepherd's  dog,  they  piously 
man  in  collecting  his  revenues.''    They  state,  recommend  the  helpless  flock  to  the  mercy, 
that  the  wars  in  which  he  has  involved  the  and  even  to  the  tenderett  care,  of  the  wolf. 
Camatic,  had  been  a  causo  of  its  distresses:  This  is  the  uniform  strain  of  tlicir  policy, 
"  that  these  distresses  have  b«en  certainly  strictly  forbidding,  and  at  the  same  time  stre- 
great ;  but  those  by  the  nabctfs  oppremons  they  nuously  encouraging  and  enforcing,  every  mea- 
believe  to  be  greater  than  oZt."      Pray,  Sir,  sure  that  can  ruin  and  desolate  the  country 
attend  to  the  reason  for  their  opinion  that  the  committed  to  their  charge.    After  giving  the 
foremment  of  this  their  instrument  is  more  company's  idea  of  the  government  of  this  their 
cabunitous  to  the  country  than  the  ravages  of  instrument,  it  may  appear  singular,  but  it  is 
»ar. — Because,  say  they,  his  oppressions  are  perfectly  consistent  with  their  system,  that, 
"  tnthout  intermission. — The  other  are  tempo-  besides  wasting  for  him,  at  two  diflerent  times, 
rary ;  by  all  which  oppressions  we  believe  the  the  most  exquisite  spot  upon  the  earth,  Tan- 
Oabob  has  great  wealth  in  store."    From  this  jore,  and  all  the  adjacoit  countries,  they  have 
•tore  neither  he  nor  they  could  derive  any  even  voluntarily  put  their  own  territory,  that 
advantage  whatsoever  upon  the  invasion  of  is,  a  large  and  fine  country  adjacent  to  Madras, 
Hjder  AH    in    the  hour   of  their .  greatest  called  their  jaghire,  wholly  out  of  their  prolec- 
CaJamity  and  dismay.  tion ;  and  have  continued  to  farm  their  sub- 
It  is  now  proper  to  compare  these  declara-  jccts,  and  their  duties  towards  these  subjects, 
lions  with  tlic  company's  conduct    The  prin-  to  that  very  nabob,  whom  they  themselves 
cipal  reason  which  they  assigned  against  the  constantly  represent  as  an  habitual  oppressor, 
taiirptdion  of  the  polygars  was,  that  the  weetvera  and  a  relentless  tyrant.    This  they  have  done 
Were   protected    in   their  fortresses.      They  without    any  pretence  of  ignorance  of  the 
might  have  added,  that  the  company  itself,  objocts  of  oppression  for  which  this  prince  has 
which  stung  them  to  death,  had  been  warmed  thought  6t  to  become  their  renter;  for  he  has 
la  the  bosom  dt  these  unfortunate  priix^s :  for,  again  and  again  told  them,  that  it  is  for  the 
QO  the  taking  of  Madras  by  the  French,  it  was  sole  purpose  of  exercising  authority  he  holds 
in  their  hospitable  pollams,  that  most  of  tho  the  jaghire  lands;  and  ho  affirms  (and  I  believe 
inhahitants  found  refuge  and  protection.    But,  with  truth)  that  he  pays  more  for  thai  terri- 
noCwithstanding  all  theso  orders,  reasons,  and  tory  than  the  revenues  yield.     This  deficiency 
declarations,  they  at  length  gave  an  indirect  he  must  make  up  from  his  other  territories ; 
■auction,  and  permitted  the  use  of  a  very  and  thus,  in  cM^er  to  furnish  the  means  of 
direct  and  irrcsbtible  force,  to  measures  which  oppressing  one  part  of  the  Carnatic,  he  is  led 
tfiej  had,  over  and  over  again,  declared  to  bo  to  oppress  all  the  rest. 
ftbis  policy,  cruel,  inhuman,  and  oppressive.  The  house  perceives  that  the  livery  of  the 
fiariiig,  however,  forgot  all  attention  to  the  company's  government   is  uniform.    I  have 
princetf  and  the  people,  they  remembered  that  described  the  condition  of  the  countries  indi- 
diej  had  some  sort  of  interest  in  the  trade  of  reclly,  but  most  substantially,  under  the  com- 
die  country ;  and  it  is  matter  of  curiosity  to  pany's  authority.    And  now  I  ask,  whether, 
obierve  the  protection  which  they  afibrded  to  with  this  map  of  misgovemmcnt  before  me,  I 
diis  their  natural  object.  can  suppose  myself  bound  by  my  vote  to  con- 
FuU  of  anxious  cares  on  this  head,  they  timie,  upon  any  principles  of  pretended  public 
direct,  **  that  in  reducing  the  polygars  they  &ith,  the  management  of  these  countries  in 
(their  servants)  were  to  be  cautious,  not  to  those  hands  ?    If  I  kept  such  a  faith  (which 
^epiive  the  ufeavers  and  manttfacturers  of  the  in  reality  is  no  better  than  a  JIdea  latonum) 
protection  they  oflen  met  with  in  the  strong  with  what  is  called  the  company,  I  must  break 
Holds  of  the  polygar  coimtrics ;" — and  they  tlie  faith,  the  covenant,  the  solemn,  original, 
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indispensable  oath,  in  which  I  am  bound,  by  has  since  come  upon  the  brtck  of  the  first    and 

the  eternal  frame  and  constitution  of  things,  to  a  pension  having  been   assigned   to    theM 

the  whole  human  race.  unhappy  persons,  in  lieu  of  their  heredituy 

As  I  have  dwe    so  long  on  these  who  are  lands,  a  new  scheme  of  (economy  has  takes 

indirectly  under  the  company's  administration,  place,  and  deprived  them  of  that  pension. 

I  will  enideavour  to  be  a  little  shorter  upon  tha  The  menial  servants  of  Englishmen,  pervoov 

countries  immediately  under  this  charter  go-  (to  use  the  emphatical  phrase  of  a  rqmed  and 

vcmment. — These  are  the  Bengal  provinces,  patient  eastern    chief)  "  whose   fathers  ihaf 

The  condition  of  these  provinces  is  pretty  fully  toouid  not  have  nd  with  the  dogs  of  their  Jbtkj " 

detailed  in  the  sixth  and  ninth  reports,  and  in  entered  into  their  patrimonial  lands.    Mr.  EIa»> 

their  appendixes.    I  will  select   only  such  tings's  banian  was,  after  this  auction,  found 

principles  and  instances  as  are  broad  and  possessed  of  territories  yielding  a  rent  of  ono 

^nsneral.    To  your  own  thoughts  I  shall  leave  hundred  and  forty  thousand  pounds  a  year, 

it,  to  furnish  the  detail  of  oppressions  involved  Such  an  universal  proscription,  upon  any 

in  tliem.    I  shall  state  to  you,  as  shortly  ai  J  pretence,  has  few  examples.    Such  a  proscrip 

am  able,  the  conduct  o(  the  company ; — Ist,  tion,  without  even  a  pretence  of  delinquency, 

cowards  the  landed  interests ; — next,  the  c(Hn-  has  none.    It  stands  by  itself.    It  stands  as  a 

mercial  interests ; — Sdly,  the  native  govern-  monument  to  astonish  the  imagination,  to  con 

mcnt ; — and  lastly,  to  their  own  government.  (bund  the  reason  of  mankind.    I  confess  to  yon* 

Bengal,*  and  the  provinces  tliat  are  united  to  when  I  first  came  to  know  this  business  in  Ha 
it,  are  larger  than  the  kingdom  of  France  ;  and  true  nature  and  extent,  my  surprise  did  a  littk 
once  contained,  as  France  does  contain,  a  suspend  my  indignation.    I  was  in  a  manner 
great  and  independent  landed  interest,  com-  stupified  by  the  desperate  boldness  of  a  few 
posed  of  princes,  of  great  lords,  of  a  numerous  obscure  young  men,  who,  having  obtained,  fay 
nobility  and  gentry,  of  freeholders,  of  lower  ways  which   they  could  not  comprehend,  v 
tenants,  of  religious  communities,  and  public  power  (>f  which  they  saw  neither  the  ptvposet 
foundations.    So  early  as  1769,  the  company's  nor  the  limits,  tossed  about,  subverted,  and  tore 
servants  perceived  the  decay  into  which  these  to  pieces,  as  if  it  were  in  the  gambols  of  a  boy- 
provinces  had  fallen  under  English  adminia-  ishunluckiness  and  malice,  the  most  established 
tration,  and  thoy  made  a  strong  representation  rights,  and  the  most  ancient  and  moat  revered 
upon  this  decay,  and  what  they  apprehended  institutions,  of  ages  and  nations.    Sir,  I  wil 
to  be  the  causes  of  it.    Soon  afler  this  repre-  not  now  trouble  you  with  any  detail  with  regard 
scutation,  Mr.  Hastings  became  president  of  to  what  they  have  since  done  with  these  eame 
Bengal.    Instead  of  administering  a  remedy  lands  and  land-holders ;  only  to   inform  yoa, 
to  this  melancholy  disorder,  upon  the  heels  of  that  nothing  has  been  suffered  to  settle  for  two 
a  dreadful  famine,  in  the  year  1772,  the  succour  seasons  together  upon  any  basis ;  and  that  the 
which  the  new  president  and  the  council  lent  levity  and  inconstancy  of  these  mock  legislators 
to  tliis  afflicted  nation  was — shall  I  be  believed  were  not  tlic  least  afflicting  parts  of  the  oppree- 
in  relating  it? — the  landed  interest  of  a  whole  sions  suffered  under  their  usurpation ;  nor  wfl. 
kingdom,  of  a  kingdom  to  be  compared  to  any  thing  give  stability  to  the  property  of  the 
France,  was  set  up  to  public  auction !     They  natives,  but  an  administration  in  England  at 
set  up  (Mr.  Hastings  set  up)  tlie  whole  nob>-  once  protecting  and  stable.    The  country  sue 
'ity>  g^^ntry,  and  freeholders,  to  the  highest  tains,  almost  every  yo,\r,  the  mbcries  of  a  re>- 
bidder.      No   preference   was    given  to   the  volution.  At  present,  all  is  uncertainty,  miseiy, 
ancient  proprietors.    They  must  bid  against  and  confusion.     There  is  to  be  found  through 
every  usurer,  every    temporary    adventurer,  tliese  vast  regions  no  longer  one  landed  man, 
every  jobber  and  schemer,  every  servant  of  who  is  a  resource  for  voluntary  aid,  or  anobjet^ 
every  European,  or  they  were  obliged  to  con-  for  particular  rapine.    Some  of  them  were,  ntf 
tent  themselves,   in  lieu  of  their  extensive  long  since,  prcat  prirjces  ;  they  possessed  trea 
domains,  with  their  house,  and  such  a  pension  sures,  they  levied  armies.    There  was  a  xe» 
as  the  state  auctioneers  tliought  fit  to  aewgn.  mindar  in  Bengal  (I  forget  his  name)  that,  on 
In  this  general  calamity,  several  of  the  first  the  threat  of  an  invasion,  supplied  the  soubah 
nobility  thought  (and  in  all  appearance  justly)  of  tliese  provinces  with  the  loan  of  a  miUioo 
that  they  had  better  submit  to  tlie  necessity  of  sterling.    The  family  at  this  day  wante  credit 
this  pension,  tlian  continue,  imder  the  imme  of  fur  a  breakfast  at  the  bazaar, 
zemindars,  the  objects  and  instruments  of  a  I  shall  now  say  a  word  or  two  on  the  con 
system,  by  which  they  ruined  their  tenants,  pany's  care  of  the  commercial  interest  of  thoer 
and  were  ruined  themselves.    Another  reform  kingdoms.    As  it  appears  in  ti.e  reports,  tint 
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in  the  iiighest  stationB  in  Bengal  have  evil)   there  were    some  capital   advantage*. 

mdoptod,  as  a  fixed  plan  of  policy,  the  destruc-  There  was  in  the  very  number  of  persons  in 

sioQ  of  all   intermediate  dealers  between  the  each  provincial  council,  authority,  communi- 

crompony  and  the  manufacturer,  native  mer-  cation,  mutual  check,  and   controul.    They 

c:hants  have  disappeared  of  course.    The  spoil  were  obliged,  on  their  minutes  of  consultation, 

otf*  tho  revenues  is  the  sole  cs4)ital  which  pur-  to  enter  their  reascms  and  dissents  ;  so  that  a 

crliascs  the  produce  and  manufactures;  and  man  of  diligence,  of  research,  and  tolerable  at» 

tlirough  three  or  four  foreign  companies  trans-  gacity,  sitting  in  London,  might,  from  thete 

uita  the  official  gains  of  individuals  to  Europe,  materials,  be  enabled  to  form  some  judgment  of 

ISTo  other  comnicrce  has  an  existence  in  Ben-  the  spirit  of  what  was  going  on  on  the  furthest 

^al.     The  transport  of  its  plunder  is  the  only  banks  of  the  Ganges  and  Burrampootcr. 
trmffic  of  the  country.     I  wish  to  refer  you  to         The  court  of  directors  so  far  ratified  this  ea- 

tha  appendix  to  tho  ninth  report  for  a  full  ao  tablisment,  (which  was  consonant  enough   to 

count  of  the  manner  in  which  tho  company  their  general  plan  of  government,)  that  they 

have  protected  the  commercial  interests  of  their  gave  precise  orders,  that  no  alteration  should 

dominions  in  tlic  cast.  bo  made  in  it,  without  their  consent.    So  hr 

As  to  the  native  government  and  the  admi-  from  being  apprised  of  any  design  against  this 

nistration  uf  justice,  it  subsisted  in  a  poor  constitution,  they  had  reason  to  conceive  that 

tottering  manner  for  some  years.     In  the  year  on  trial  it  had  been  more  and  more  approyed 

1781,  a  total  revolution  took  place  in  that  es-  by  their  council  general,  at  least  by  the  gover* 

tablishmcnt.     In  one  of  the  usual  freaks  of  nour  general,  who  had  planned   it.    At  the 

legislation  of  tho  council  of  Bengal,  tlio  whole  time  of  the  revolution,  tho  council  general  was 

Criminal  jurisdiction  of  these  eourts,  called  the  nominally  in  two  persons,  virtually  in  one.    At 

Phoujdary  Judicature,  exercised  till  then  by  the  that  time  measures  of  an  arduous  and  critical 

principal  IVIussulmen,  was  in  one  day,  without  nature  ought  to  have  been  forborne,  even  if,  tb 

notice,  without  consultation  with  the  magis-  the  fullest  council,  this  specific  measure  had 

trates  or  the  peo|ile  tliere,  and  without  commu-  not  been  prohibited  by  tlic  superiour  authority 

oication  with  tlie  directors  or  ministers  here.  It  was  in  tliis  very  situation,  that  one  man  had 

totally  subverted.  A  new  institution  took  place,  the  hardiness  to  conceive,  and  the  temerity  to 

by  wl^h  this  jurisdiction  was  divided  between  execute,  a  total   revolution  in  the  form  and  the 

certain   English  servants  of  the  company  and  persons  composing  the  government  of  a  great 

the  Gcntoo  zemindars  of  the  country,  the  latter  kin^'dom.     Without  any  previous  step,  at  one 

of  whom  never  petitioned  for  it,  nor,  for  aught  stroke,  the  whole  constitution  of  Bengal,  civil 

that  appears,  ever  desired  this  boon.      But  its  and  criminal,  was  swept  away.    The  counseU 

natural  use  was  made  of  it ;  it  was  made  a  lors  were  recalled  from  their  provinces.    Up> 

pretence  for  new  extortions  of  money.  wards  of  fifty  of  the  principal  officers  of  go- 

The  natives  had  however  one  consolation  in  vemnient  were  turned  out  of  employ,  and  ren- 

tho  ruin  of  their  judicature;  they  soon  saw  tliat  dercd  dependent  on  Mr.  Hastings  for  their 

it  fared  no  better  with  the  English  government  immediate  subsistence,  and  for  all  hope  of  fu- 

itself.     That  too,  after  destroying  every  other,  ture  provision.    The  chief  of  each  council,  and 

came  to  its  period.     This  revolution  may  well  one  European  collector  of  revenue,  was  left  in 

be  rated  for  a  most  daring  act,  even  among  the  each  province. 

extraordinary  tilings  that  have  been  doing  in  But  here,  Sir,  you  may  imagine  a  new  go- 
Bengal  since  our  unhappy  acquisition  of  the  vemnient,  of  some  permanent  description,  was 
means  of  so  much  mischief.  established  in  the  place  of  that  which  had  been 
An  establishment  of  Engli>h  government  for  thus  suddenly  overturned.  No  such  thing, 
ciril  ju^ice,  and  for  the  collection  of  revenue.  Lest  these  chiefs  without  councils  shoukl  be 
was  planned  and  executed  by  the  president  and  conceived  to  form  tlie  ground  plan  of  some  fu- 
cooocil  of  Bcniial,  subject  to  the  pleasure  of  turo  government,  it  was  publicly  declared  that 
the  directors,  in  the  year  1772.  According  to  their  continuance  was  only  temporary  and 
this  plan,  the  country  was  divided  into  six  dis*  permissive.  Tho  whole  subordinate  British 
tricts,  or  provinces.  In  each  of  these  was  csta-  administration  of  revenue  was  then  vested  in  a 
bliibed  a  provincial  council,  which  administered  committee  in  Calcutta,  all  creatures  of  the 
the  revenue  ;  and  of  that  council  one  member  govcmour  general ;  and  tlie  provincial  manage- 
by  monthly  rotation,  presided  in  the  courts  of  meiit,  under  the  permissive  chief,  was  delivered 
civil  resort;  with  an  appeal  to  the  council  of  over  lo  native  officers. 

the  province,  and  thence  to  Calcutta.    In  this         But,  that  the  revolution,  and  the  purposes  of 

Sfttem  (whether,  in  other   respects,  good  or  lh»*  revolution  might  be  complete,  to  this  com 
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anttee  were  delegated,  not  only  the  fonctions  in  matters  of  rereme,  of  political  administra 

of  all  the  inferiour,  but,  what  will  suqirise  the  tion,  of  criminal  law,  of  civil  law,  in  manj  of 

boose,  those  of  the  supreme  administration  of  the  most  essential  parts  of  military  discipline, 

revenue  abo.    Hitherto  the  govemour  general  is  laid  level  with  the  ground  ;  and  an  oppres- 

■nd  council  had,  in  their  revenue  department,  sive,  irregular,  capricious,  unsteady,  rapacioai, 

administered  the  finances  of  those  kingdoms,  and  peculating  despotism,  with  a  direct  dis- 

By  the  new  scheme,  they  are  delegated  to  this  avowal  of  obedience  to  any  autluMity  at  home 

cmmnittec,  who  are  cmly  to  report  their  proceed-  and  without  any  fixed  maxim,  principle,  or  rule 

inn  for  approbation.  of  proceeding,  to  guide  them  in  India,  is  at 

The  key  to  the  whole  transaction  is  given  present  the  state  of  your  chartcr-govemmeot 

in  one  of  the  instructions  to  the  committee,  over  great  kingdoms. 

'*  that  it  is    not  necessary  that  they  idiould  As  the  company  has  made  this  use  of  their 

enter  dissents."     By  this  means  the  ancient  trust,  I  should  ill  discharge  mine,  if  I  refused 

plan  of  the  company^s  administration  was  de-  to  give  my  most  cheerful  vote  for  the  redress 

ttroyed ;  but  the  plan  of  concealment  was  per-  of  these  abuses,  by  putting  the  affairs  of  so 

fected.    To  tiiat  moment  the  accounts  of  the  large  and  valuable  a  part  of  the  interests  of 

revenues  were    tolerably  clear ;   or  at  least  this  nation,  and  of  mankind,  into  some  steady 

means  were  furnished  for  inquiries,  by  which  hands,  possessing  the  confidence,  and  astwed 

(hey  might  bo  rendered  satisfactory.    In  the  of  the  support  of  this  house,  until  they  can  be 

obscure  and   silent   gulph  of  this  committee  restored  to  regularity,  order,  and  consistency, 

every  tiling  is  now  buried.  The  thickest  shades  I  have   touched  the  heads  of  some  of  the 

of  night  surround  all  their  transactions.     No  grievances  of  the  people,  and  the  abuses  of 

eflTectiial  means  of  detecting  fraud,  mismanage-  government.     But  I  hope  and  trust,  you  will 

mcnt,  or  misrepresentation,  exist.    The  dircc-  give  me  credit,  when  I  faithfully  assure  you, 

tors,  who  have  dared  to  talk  with  such  con-  that  I  have  not  mentioned  one-fourth  part  of 

fiance  on  their  revenues,  know  nothing  about  what  has  come  to  my  knowledge  in  your  com 

them.   What  used  to  fill  volumes,  is  now  com-  mittee ;  and  further,  I  have  full  reason  to  be- 

firised  under  a  few  dry  heads  on  a  sheet  of  lieve,  tliat  not  one-fourth  part  of  the  abuses 

paper.    The  natives,  a  people  habitually  made  are  come  to  my  knowledge,  by  that  or  by  any 

to  concealment,  are  the  chief  managers  of  the  other  means.    Pray  consider  what  I  b^e  said 

revenue  throughout  the  provinces.    I  .mean  by  only  as  an  index  to  direct  you  in  your  inquiries, 

natives,  such  wretches  as  your  rulers  select  out  If  this  then,  Sir,  has  be^n  the  use  made  of 

of  them  as  most  fitted  for  their  purposes.    As  the  trust  of  political  powers  internal  and  ex- 

a  proper  key-stone  to  bind  the  arch,  a  native,  temal,  given  by  you  in  the  charter,  the  next 

one  Gunga  Govind  Sing,  a  man  turned  out  of  thing  to  bo  seen  is  the  conduct  of  the  compwiy 

his  employment   by  Sir  John  Clavering,  for  with   regard  to  the  commercial   trust.    And 

malversation  in  o/Hco,  is  made  the  correspon-  here  I  will  make  a  fair  offer : — If  it  can  be 

ding  secretary  ;  and  indeed  the  great  moving  proved  that  they  have  acted  wisely,  prudently, 

principle  of  their  new  board.  and  frugally,  as  merchants,  I   shall  pass  by 

As  the  whole  revenue  and  civil  administra-  the  whole  mass  gf  their  enormities  as  statea- 

tion  was  thus  subverted,  and  a  clandestine  men.    That  they  have  not  done  this  their  pre- 

govemment  substituted  in  the  place  of  it,  the  sent  condition  is  proof  sufficient.     Their  dis- 

judicial  institution  underwent  a  like  revdution.  tresses  are  said  to  bo  owing  to  their  wars. 

In  1772  there  had  been  six  courts  formed  out  This  is  not  wholly  true.  But  if  it  were,  is  not 

of  the  six  provuicial  councils.    Eighteen  new  that  readiness  to  engage  in  wars  whi^  dt»> 

ones  are  appointed  in  their  place,  with  each  a  tinguishes  tliem,  and  for  which  the  committee 

judge,  taken  from  the  junior  servants  of  tlio  of  secrecy  has  so  branded  their  politia,  ibuo- 

country.  To  maintain  these  eighteen  courts,  a  ded  on  the  falsest  principles  of  mercanlilv 

tax  is  levied  on  the  sums  in  litigation,  of  2^  per  speculation. 

cent,  on  the  great,  and  of  5  per  cerU.  on  the  less.  The  principle  of  buying  cheap  and  sefling 
This  money  is  all  drawn  from  the  provinces  to  dear  is  the  first,  the  great  foundation  of  mer- 
Calcutta.  The  chief  justice  (the  same  who  cantile  dealing.  Have  they  ever  attenued  to 
stays  in  defiance  of  a  vote  of  this  house,  and  this  principle?  Nay,  for  years  have  they  not 
of  his  majesty's  recall)  is  appointed  at  once  actuall}  authorized  in  their  servants  a  total  in 
the  treasurer  and  disposer  of  these  taxes,  difference  as  to  the  prices  they  were  to  pay? 
levied,  without  any  sort  of  authority,  from  the  A  great  deal  of  strictness  in  driving  bar- 
company,  from  the  crown,  or  from  parliamcjit.  gains  for  whatever  we  contract,  is  another  of 

In  effect.  Sir,  every  legal  regular  authority  the  principles  of  mercantile  pdicy.    Try  thr 
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company  by  that  test !    Look  at  the  contracts  come  and  coming  upon  them,  so  as  at  the  pro- 

Ihat  are  made  for  them.    Is  the  company  so  per  periods  to  enable  the  one  to  liquidate  the 

oiuch  as  ji  good  commissary  to  their  own  other  ?    No,  they  have  not.    They  are  now 

•muM?   I  engage  to  select  for  you,  out  of  the  obliged  to  borrow  money  of  their  own  senrants 

innanierable  mass  of  their  dealings,  all  c<hi-  to  purchase  their  investment.    The  servants 

ducted  very  nearly  alike,  one  contract  only,  stipulate  five  per  cent,  on  the  capital  they  ad- 

Uie  excessive  profits  on  which  during  a  short  vanco,  if  their  bills  should  not  be  paid  at  the 

term  would  pay  the  whole  of  their  ye^'s  divi-  time  when  they  become  due ;  and  the  value  of 

deod.    I  shall  undertake  to  shew,  that  upon  the  rupee  on  which  they  charge  this  interest  is 

two  otherS;  the  inordinate  profits  given,  with  taken  at  two  shillings  and  a  penny.    Has  the 

the  losses  incurred  in  order  to  secure  those  company  ever  troubled  themselves  to  enquire 

profits,  would  pay  a  year's  dividend  more.  whether  their  sales  can  bear  the  payment  of 

It  is  a  third  property  of  trading  men  to  see  that   interest,  and  at  that  rate  of  exchange  ? 

that  their  clerks  do  not  divert  the  dealings  of  Have  they  once  considered  the  dilemma  in 

the   master  to  their  own  benefit.    It  was  the  which  they  are  placed — the  ruin  of  their  credit 

Other  day  only,  when  their  govemour  and  coun-  in  the  East  Indies,  if  they  refuse  the  bills — 

eil  taxed  the  company's  investment  v/ith  a  sum  the  ruin  of  their  credit  and  existence  in  Eng- 

•f  fiHy  thousand  pounds,  as  an  inducement  to  land,  if  they  accept  ihem  ?    Indeed  no  trace  of 

ptrsuado  only  seven  members  of  their  board  equitable  government  is  found  in  their  politics ; 

«f  trade  to  give  their  honour  that  they  woukl  not  one  trace  of  commercial  principle  in  their 

abstain  from  such  profits  upon  that  investment  mercantile  dealing ;  and  hence  is  the  deepest 

tathey  must  have  violated  their  oaths  if  they  and  maturest  wisdom  of  parliament  demanded, 

had  made  at  all.  and  the  best  resources  of  this  kingdom  must  be 

It  is  a  fourth  quality  of  a  merchant  to  be  strained,  to  restore  them ',  that  is,  to  restore 

eiact  in  his  accounts.    What  will  be  thought,  the  countries  destroyed  by  the  misconduct  of 

when  you  have  fully  before  you  the  mode  of  the  company,  and  to  restore  the  company  itself, 

accounting  made  use  of  in  the  treasury  of  ruined  by  the  consequences  of  their  plans  ibr 

Bengi^? — I  hope  you  will  have  it  soon.  With  destroying  what  they  were  bound  to  preserve. 

r^ard  to  one  of  their  agencies,  when  it  came  I  required,  if  you  remember,  at  my  outset,  a 

la  the  material  part,  the  prime  cost  of  the  proof  that  these  abuses  were  habitual.    But 

foods  on  which  a  commission  of  fiAeen  per  surety  this  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  consider 

tent,  ^iras  allowed,  tu  the  astonishment  of  the  as  a  separate  head ;  because  I  trust  I  have 

lletory  to  whom  the  commodities  were  sent,  the  made  it  evident  beyond  a  doubt,  in  considering 

•oooujitant  general  reports  that  he  did  not  think  the  abuses  themselves,  that  they  are  regular, 

Ibiiiwelf  authorized  to  call  for  vottchert  relative  permanent  and  systematical. 

lo   this  and  other  particulars, — because  the  I  am  now  come  to  my  last  condition,  with- 

%||enC  was  upon  his  honour  with  regard  to  them,  out  which,  for  one,  I  will  never  readily  lend 

A  nex9  prirtciplo  of  account  upon  honour  seems  my  hand  to  tlie  destruction  of  any  established 

to  be   regularly  established  in  their  dealings  government ;    which  is.  That   in  its  present 

^nd  their  treasury,  which  in  reality  amounts  state,  the  government  of  the  East  India  coin- 

U>  an  entire  annihilation  of  the  principle  of  all  pany  is  absolutely  incorrigible. 

Recounts.  Of  tliis  great  truth  I  think  there  can  be 

It  is  a  fifth  property  of  a  merchant  who  does  little  doubt,  aAer  all  that  has  appeared  hi  this 

Hot  meditate  a  fraudulent  bankruptcy,  to  cal-  house.    It  is  so  very  clear,  that  I  must  con- 

Qulftte  his  probable  profits  upon  the  money  he  sider  the  leaving  any  power  in  their  hands, 

taktts  up  to  vest  in  business.    Did  the  com-  and  the  determined  resolution  to  continue  and 

fmjayt  when  they  bought  goods  on  bonds  bearing  countenance  every  mode  and  every  degree  of 

%  per  cent,  interest,  at  ten  and  even  twenty  per  peculation,  oppression  and  tyranny,  to  be  one 

mV    dtftcount,  even  ask  themselves  a  question  and  the  same  thing.    I  look  upon  that  body 

Concerning  the  possibility  of  advantage  from  incorrigible,  from  the  fullest  consideration  both 

tiealing  on  these  terms?  of  their  uniform  conduct,  and  their  present 

The  last  quality  of  a  merchant  I  shall  advert  real  and  virtual  constitution. 

to,  is  the  taking  care  to  be  properly  prepared,  in  If  they  had  not  constantly  been  apprised  of  all 

cash  or  goods,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  sale,  the  enormities  committed  in  India  under  their 

for  the  bills  which  arc  drawn  on  them.    Now  autliority ;  if  this  state  of  things  had  beenai 

E  uk,  whether  they  have  ever  calculated  the  much  a  discovery  to  them  as  it  was  to  many 

^ear  produce  of  any  given  sales,  to  make  them  of  us  ;  we  might  flatter  ourselves  that  the  de- 

t«]|y  with  the  four  millions  of  bills  which  are  tectioo  of  the  tfbuses  wouU  lead  to  their  refor 

Vol.  I.— 23 
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auUioo.  I  wUlgoiurther:  Iftbeoomtof^reo-     meii,  had  his  daji  ihortened  bj  tbc 

ton  had  noC  imHormly  ooodenned  ercry  act  deatitnle  of  the  support,  of  the  com 

which  this  hoose  or  any  of  its  conmittees  had  neral  Chivering,  whose  panegrri& 
cooderaned;   if  the  language  in  which  tbej     in  ererj  dispatch  from  England,  wl 

expressed  their  disapprobatioo  against  enor*  was  bedeweid  with  the  tears,  and  1 

mities  and  their  auihocs  had  not  been  much  with  the  eulogies  of  the  coivt  ol 

more  rehement  and  indignant  than  any  ever  burst  an  honest  and  indignant  h 
used  in  this  house,  I  should  entertain  some  treadipy  of  those  who  ruined  hi 
hopes.     If  they  had  not  on  the  other  hand,  as     praises.    Uncommon  patience  ai 

unifiMmly  commended  all  their  servants  who  supported  Mr.  Francis  a  while  k 
nad  done  their  duty  and  obeyed  their  orders,     the  baneful  influence  of  the  coauw 

as  they  had  heavily  censured  diose  who  re-  the  court  of  direcim?.    His  beak 

bdled ;  I  might  say,  These  people  have  been  gave  way  at  length ;  and,  in  utter  < 

in  an  errour,  and  when  they  are  sensible  of  it  returned  to  Europe.    At  his  retnr 

they  will  mend.    But  whoi  I  reflect  on  the  of  the  India  House  were  shut  lo 

miUbrmity  of  their  support  to  die  objects  of  who  had  been  the  object  of  their  o 

their  uniform  censure ;  and  the  state  of  insig-  miration.    He  has  indeed  escaped 

nificance  and  disgrace  to  whidi  all  of  those  but  he  has  forfeited  all  expectatioi 

have  been  reduced  whom  they  approved ;  and  consequence,  party,  and  foUowiag. 

th&t  even  utter  ruin  and  premature  death  have  well  say,  3fe  nemo  mimatrofur  mii 

been  among  the  fruits  of  their  fiivour ;  I  must  nuUi  coma  exeo.  This  man,  whoae 

be  convinced,    that   in  this  case,  as  in  all  of  thought,   whose  large  legidati 

others,  hjrpocrisy  is  the  only  vice  that  never  tions,  and  whose  grand  plans  of  pi 

can  be  cured.  the  most  shining  part  of  our  rep 

Attend,  I  pray  you,  to  the  situation  and  whence  we  have  all  learned  our  lee 

prosperity  of  Benfield,  Hastings,  and  others  have  learned  any  good  ones ;  this 

of  that  sort.  The  last  of  these  has  been  treated  whose  materials  those  gentlemeo 

by  the  company  with  an  asperi^  of  reprehen-  least  acknowledged  it  have  yet  ipol 

sion  that  has  no  parallel.  Th^  lament, "  that  a  brief;  this  man,  driven  from  hi 

the  power  of  disposing  of  their  property  (or  ment,  discountenanced  by  the  din 

perpetuity,  should  fall  into  such  hands.*'    Yet  had  no  other  reward,  and  no  other  < 

for  fourteen  years,  with  little  interruption,  he  but  that  inward  "  sunshine  of  the  • 

has  governed  all  their  affairs,  of  every  descrip-  a  good  conscience  can  always  be 

tion,  with  an  absolute  sway.    He  has  had  itself.    He  has  not  yet  had  so  mac 

himself  the  means  of  heaping  up  immense  word,  but  from  a  person  too  inrig 

wealth;  and,  during  that  whole  period,  the  make  any  other  return,  for  the  n 

fortunes  of  hundreds  have  depended  on  his  which  he  has  been  furnished  for  ] 

smiles  and  frowns.    He  himself  telb  you  he  his  share  of  a  duty  which  is  equally 

is  incumbered  with  two  hundred  and  fiAy  us  all. 

young  gentlemen,  some  of  them  of  the  best        Add  to  this,  that  from  the  higbe 

families  in  England,  all  of  whom  aim  at  re-  to  the  lowest,  every  British  sub}ec 

turning  with  vast  fortunes  to  Europe  in  the  obedience  to  the  company's  onders, 

prime  of  life.    He  has  then  two  hundred  and  active  in  the  discovery  of  pectda 

fifly  of  your  children  as  his  hostages  for  your  been  ruined.    They  have  been  d 

good  b^aviour ;  and  loaded  for  years,  as  he  has  India.     When  they    made   their 

been,  with  the  execrations  of  the  natives,  with  home  they  were  not  heard;  whei 

the  censures  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  tempted  to  return  they  were  sto| 

struck  and  blasted  with  the  resolutions  of  this  artifice  of  fraud,  no  violence  of  f 

house,  he  still  maintains  the  most  despotic  been  omitted  to  destroy  them  in  ch 

power  ever  known  in  India.    He  domineers  well  as  in  fortune, 
with  an  overbearing  sway  in  the  assemblies        Worse,  far  worse,  has  been  the  1 

of  his  pretended  masters  ;  and  it  is  thought  in  poor  creatures,  the  natives  of  In 

a  degree  rash  to  venture  to  name  his  oflTences  the  hypocrisy  of  tho  company  hat 

in  this  house,  even  as  grounds  of  a  legislative  into  complaint  of  oppression,  and  di 

remedy.  peculation.    The  first  women  in  G 

On  the  other  hand,  consider  the  fate  of  those  ranny  of  Rajeshahi,  the  ranny  of 

who  have  met  with  the  applauses  of  the  direo  the   ranny  of  Amboa,   by  their  ' 

jon.    Cdooel  Monaon,   one  of  the  best  of  thoughtless  trust  in  the  company'*  ^ 
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(MToiection,  are  uttarly  ruined :  the  first  of  tb^e     ceeding.    It  obtained  for  them  a  character  of 

women,  a  person  of  ivrincely  rank,  and  once     impartiality,  which  enabled  them  to  reoon- 

of  correspondent  fin-tune,  who  paid  above  two     mend,  with  some  sort  of  grace,  what  will  at- 

liundred  thousand  a  year  quit-rent   to  the  ways  carry   a  plausible    af^carance,   tfMMe 

state,  is,  according  to  very  credible  infbrma-  treacherous  expedients,  called  moderate  metp 

tioo,  so  completely  beggared  as  to  stand  in  sures.    Whilst  these  were  under  discustion, 

need  of  the  relief  of  alms.    Mahomed  Reza  new  matter  of  complaint  came  over,  whidi 

Kh&n,  the  second  Mussulman  in  Bengal,  for  seemed  to  antiquate  the  first.    The  sama  eii^ 

having  been  distinguished  by  the  ill-omoned  cle  was  here  trod  rbund  once  more ;  and  tbaa 

honour  of  the  countenance  and  protection  of  through  years  they  proceeded  in  a  compromiw 

the  court  of  directors,  was,  without  the  pre-  of  censure  lor  punishment ;  until,  by  shane 

lence  of  any  inquiry  whatsoever  into  hb  con-  and  despair,  one  after  another,  almost  every 

duct,  stripped  of  all  his  employments,  and  re-  man,  who  preferred  his  duty  to  the  company 

duced  to  the  lowest  condition.    His  ancient  to  the  interest  of  their  servants,  has  been  dri- 

rival  for  power,  the  rajah  Nundcomar,  was,  ven  from  that  court. 

by  an  insult  on  every  thing  which  India  holds  Thb,  Sir,  has  been  their  conduct ;  and  it 

respectable  and  sacred,  banged  in  the  face  of  ha^  been  the  result  of  the  alteration  which 

all  liis  nation,  by  the  judges  you  sent  to  protect  was    insensibly  made   in   their  constitution, 

that  people ;  hanged  for  a  pretended  crime  upon  The  change  was  made  insensibly ;  but  it  it 

an  rx/xMt/a«to  British  act  (^parliament,  in  the  now  strong  and  adult,  aiid  as  public  and  d^ 

midst  of  his  evidence  against  Mr.  Hastings,  clared,  as  it  is  fixed  bey<md  all  power  of  refill^ 

The  accuser  they  saw  hanged.    The  culprit,  mation.    So  that  there  is  none  who  heart  me, 

without  acquittal  or  inquiry,  triumphs  on  the  that  is  not  as  certain  as  I  am,  that  the  com- 

groimdof  that  murder:  a  murder  not  of  Nund-  pany,  in  the  sense  in  which  it  was  fonnerly 

comar  only,  but  of  all  living  testimony,  and  understood,  has  no  existence.    The  question 

even  of  evidence  yet  unborn.    From  that  time  is  not,  what  injury  you  may  do  to  the  pn^ 

not  a  complaint  has  been  heard  from  the  na-  prietors  of  India  stock ;  for  there  are  no  tacfa 

lives  against  their  governours.    All  the  grie-  men  to  be  iujured.    If  the  active  ruling  part  of 

vanccs  of  India  have  found  a  complete  remedy,  the  company  who  form  the  general  court,  who 

Men  will  not  look  to  acts  of  parliament,  to  fill  the  offices,  and  direct  the  measures  (Uie 

regulations,  to  declarations,  to  votes,  and  re-  rest  tell  for  nothing)  were  persons  who  held 

tolvtions.   No,  they  are  not  sudi  fools.  They  their  stock  as  a  means  of  their  subsistence, 

wiH  ask,  what  is  the  road  to  power,  credit,  who  in  the  part  they  took  were  only  concerned 

wealth,  and  honours  ?    They  will  ask,  what  in  the  government  of  India,  for  the  rise  or  hXi 

conduct  ends  in  neglect,  disgrace,  poverty,  of  their  dividend,  it  would  be  indeed  a  deieo- 

exile,  prison  and  gibbet?    These  will  teach  tive  plan  of  policy.    The  interest  of  the  pe»> 

them  the  course  which  they  are  to  follow.    It  pie  who  are  governed  by  them  would  not  be 

»  your  distribution  of  these  that  will  give  the  their  primary  object ;   perhaps  a  very  tmall 

diaracter  and  tone  of  your  government.     All  part  o^  tlieir  consideration  at  all    But  then 

the  rest  is  miserable  grimace.  they  might  well  be  depended  on,  and  perfaapt 

When  I  accuse  the  court  of  directors  of  more  than  persons  in  other  respects  preferable, 

this  habitual  treachery,  in  the  use  of  reward  for  preventing  the  peculation  of  tlieir  servants 

and  ptmishment,  I  do  not  mean  to  include  all  to  their  o^v7l  prejudice.    Such  a  body  woaU 

the  individuals   in  that  court.    There  have  not  easily  have  left  their  trade  as  a  spoil  to  the 

been,  Sir,  very  fi^quently,  men  of  the  greatest  avarice  of  those  who  received  their  waget. 

integrity  and  virtue  among  them;    and  the  But  now  things  are  totally  reversed.     The 

contrariety  in  the  declarations  and  conduct  of  stock  is  of  no  value,  whether  it  be  the  qoaU5- 

ihat  court  ha.s  arisen,  I  take  it,  from  this : —  cation  of  a  director  or  proprietor ;  and  it  it 

That  the  honest  directors  have,  by  the  force  impossible  that  it  shouM.    A  director's  qualifr- 

ot  matter  of  fact  on  the  records,  carried  the  cation  may  be  worth  about  two  thousand  fife 

reprobation  t/t  the  evil  measures  of  the  ser-  hundred  pounds— and  the  interest,  at  eight  ptr 

rants  in  India.     This  could  not  be  prevented,  cent,  is  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounda  a 

idulst  these  records  stared  them  in  the  face ;  year.    Of  what  value  is  that,  whether  it  rite  to 

nor  were  the  delinquents,  either  here  or  there,  ten,  or  fall  to  six,  or  to  nothing,  to  him  whoee 

very  solicitous  about  their  reputation,  as  long  son,  before  he  is  in  Bengal  two  months,  and 

as  they  were  able  to  secure  their  power.  The  before  he  descends  the  steps  of  the  counei 

agnsment  of  their  partisans  to  censure  them,  chamber,*  sells  the  grant  of  a  single  contract 

blunted  for  a  whUo  the  edge  of  a  severe  pro-  for  forty  thousand  pounds?   Accordingly  thr 
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•lock  is  bought  up  in  qiialificatloiu.    Tho  vote  m»he$  on  IwBa,  and  enormout  tapenam  on  III 

is  not  to  protect  the  stock,  but  the  stock  is  EaM  India  con^Htny.' 
Wught  to  acquire  the  vote ;  and  the  end  of  the        Here    was   no    attempt   on    the   daitar 

V9te  is  to  cover  and  support,  against  justice.  Here  was  no  question  of  their  priTileges.    Tf 

some  man  of  power  who  has  made  an  olmox*  vindicate  their  own  honour,  to  support  diek 

ious  fiirtune  in  India;  or  to  maintain  in  power  own  interests,  to  enforce  obedience  to  tbeii 

those  who  are  actually  employing  it  in  the  own  orders ;  these  were  the  solo  ol^ect  of  tfn 

acquisition  of  such  a  fortune ;   and  to  avail  monitory  resolution  of  this  house.      But  m 

themselves  in  return  of  his  patronage,  that  he  soon  as  the  general  court  could  assemble,  thsj 

may  shower  the  spoils  of  the  east,  *'  barbaric  assembled  to  demonstrate  who  they  rsally  were 

pearl  and  gold,"  on  them,  their  familiM,  and  Regardless  of  the  proceedings  of  thb  hooae. 

dependents.     So  that  all  the  relations  of  the  they  ordered  the  directors  not  to  carry  ink 

company  are  not  only  changed,  but  inverted,  efl^ct  any  resolution  they  might  come  to  tm 

Tho  servants  in  India  are  not  appointed  by  the  removal  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Honriij. 

the  directors,  but  the  directors  are  chosen  by  Tho  directors,  still  retaining  some  riiadow  of 

thom.     The  trade  is  carried  on  with  their  respect  to  this  house,  instituted  an  inqoiry 

capitals.  To  them  the  revenues  of  the  country  themselves,  which  continued   from  June  to 

are   mortgaged.     The  seat  of  the  supreme  October ;  and  after  an  attentive  perusal  and 

power  is  in  Calcutta.     The  house  in  Leaden-  full  consideration  of  papers,  resolved  to  take 

liall  Street  is  nothing  more  than  a  change  for  steps  for  removing  the  persons  who  had  been 

their  agents,  factors,  and  deputies  to  meet  in,  the  objects  of  our  resolution ;  but  not  without 

to  take  care  of  their  affairs,  and  support  their  a  violent  struggle  against  evidence.     Sknren 

interests ;  and  this  so  avowedly,  that  we  see  directors  went  so  far  as  to  enter  a  protest 

tlie  known  agents  of  the  delinquent  servants  against  the  vote  of  their  court.    Upon  this  tlie 

marshalling    and    disciplining    their    forces,  general  court  takes  the  alarm ;  it  re-assemblet : 

and  the  prime  spokesmen  in  all  their  assem-  it  orders  the  directors  to  rescind  their  resohn 

blies.  tion,  that  is,  not  to  recall  Mr.  Hastings  wad 

Every  thing  has  followed  in  this  order,  and  Mr.  Hornby,  and  to  despise  the  resolution  of 

according  to  the  natural  train  of  events.     I  the  house  of  commons.    Without  so  much  as 

will  close  what  I  have  to  say  on  the  incorrigible  the  pretence  of  looking  into  a  single  paper, 

condition  of  the  company,  by  stating  to  you  a  without  the  formality  of  instituting  any  oon^ 

few  facts  that  will  leave  no  doubt  of  the  obsti-  mittee  of  inquiry,   they  superseded    aH    die 

nacy  of  that  corporation,  and  of  their  strength  labours  of  their  own  directors,   and  of  this 

too,  in  resisting  tho  reformation  of  their  ser-  house. 

vants.    By  these  facts  you  will  be  enabled  to        It  will  naturally  occur  to  ask,  how  it  was  pue- 

discover  the  sole  grounds  upon  which  they  are  sible  that  they  should  not  attempt  some  sort  of 

tenacious  of  their  charter.     It  is  now  more  examinaticm  into  facts,  as  a  colour  for  their 

than  two  years  that,  upon  account  of  tlie  gross  resistance  to  a  public  authority,  proceedinf  lo 

abuses  and  ruinous  situation  of  the  company's  very  deliberately  ;   and  exerted,- apparently  at 

affairs,  (which  occasioned  the  cry  of  the  whole  least,  in  favour  of  their  own?  The  answer,  and 

workl  long  before  it  was  taken  up  here,)  that  the  only  answer  which  can  be  given,  is,  dial 

we  instituted  two  committees  to  enquire  into  they  were  afraid  that  tfieir  true  relation  diodd 

the  mismanagements  by  which  the  company's  bo  mistaken.      They  were  afiraid  that  their 

affairs  had  been  brought  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  patrons  and  masters  in  India  shodd  attribute 

These  inquiries  had  been  pursued  with  unre-  their  support  of  them  to  an  opinion  of  dieir 

mitting  diligence;  and  a  groat  body  of  facts  cause,  and  not  to  an  attachment  to  their  power, 

was  cc41ected  and  printed  for  generid  informa-  They  were  afraid  it  should  be  suspected,  diat 

tion.    In  the  result  of  those  inquiries,  although  they  did  not  mean  blindly  to  support  them  n 

the  committees  consisted  of  very  different  de-  the  use  they  made  of  that  power.     They  d»- 

sa-iptions,  they  wore  unanimous.  They  joined  termined  to  shew  that  they  at  least  were  seC 

in  censuring  the  conduct  of  the  Indian  admi-  against  reformation ;   that  they  were  fim^ 

nbtration,  and  enforcing  the  responsibility  upon  resolved  to  bring  the  territories,  the  trade,  aodi 

two  men,  whom  this  house,  in  consequence  of  the  stock  of  the  company,  to  ruin,  rather  thai* 

these  reports,  declared  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  be  wanting  in  fidelity  to  their  nominal  servaal^ 

directors  to  remove  from  their  stations,  and  and  real  masters,  in  the  ways  they  took  to  their* 

recall  to  Great  Britain,  "  beecaue  thfy  had  acted  private  fortunes. 

in  a  manner  repugnant  to  the  honour  and  poticy        Even  since  the  begiiming  (^  this  session,  th<e 

^tMa  nation,  and  thcrthy  hrcvgH  great  oofo-  same  act  of  audacity  was  repeated,  with  th« 
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circumstancofl  of  contempt  of  all  the  d»-  Ticioiu  and  the  foolish  wise  and  virtuous,  by 

corum  of  inquiry  on  their  part,  and  of  all  the  salutary  regulations.    He  would  appoint  the 

proceedings  of  this  house.    They  again  made  wolf  as  guardian  of  the  sheep ;  but  he  hw 

it  a  request  to  their  favourite,  and  your  culprit,  invented  a  curious  muzzle,  by  which  this  pr> 

to  keep  his  post ;  and  thanked  and  applauded  tecting  wolf  shall  not  be  able  to  open  his  jam 

hina,  without  calling  for  a  paper  which  could  above  an  inch  (Mr  two  at  the  utmost.    Thus 

«ffiml  light  into  the  merit  or  demerit  of  the  his  work  is  finished.    But  I  toll  the  right  h(^ 

trtnsaction,  and  without  giving  themselves  a  nourable  gentleman,  that  controuled  dopravi^ 

iaoinent*s  time  to  consider,  or  even  to  under-  is  not  innocence ;  and  that  it  is  not  the  laboor 

stand  the  articles  of  the  Maratta  peace.    The  of  delinquency   in  chains,  that  will  correct 

fact  is,  that  for  a  long  time  there  was  a  strug-  abuses.    Will  these  gentlemen  uf  the  direc> 

gle,  a  faint  one  indeed,  between  the  company  tion  animadvert  on  the  partners  of  their  own 

and  their  servants.     But  it  is  a  struggle  no  guilt  1    Never  did  a  serious  plan  of  amending 

longer.     For  some  time  the  superiority  has  of  any  old  tyrannical  establishment  propose  the 

been  decided.    The  interests  abroad  are  be-  authors  and   abettors  of  the  abuses  as  the 

oome  the  settled  preponderating  weight  both  in  reformers  of  them.    If  the  undone  people  of 

the  court  of  proprietors,  and  the  court  of  direc-  India  see  their  old  oppressors  in  confirmed 

torn.      Even  the  attempt  you  have  made  to  power,  even   by  the  reformation,   the/  wiD 

enquire  mto  their  practices   and  to  reform  expect  nothing  but  what  ihey  will  certainlj 

abuses,  has  raised  and  piqued  them  to  a  fiu*  feel,  a  continuance,  or  rather  an  aggravation, 

more  regular  and  steady  support.    The  com-  of  all  their  former  sufferings.    They  look  to 

pany  has  made  a  common  cause,  and  identified  the  seat  of  power,  and  to  the  persons  whp  fil 

tiiemselves,  with  the  destroyers  of  India.  They  it ;  and  they  despise  diose  gentlemen's  regula- 

havre  taken  on  themselves  all  that  mass  of  enorw  tions  as  raiK^li  as  tho  gentlemen  do  who  tidk  of 

mitjr ;  they  are  supporting  what  you  have  re-  them. 

probated;  those  you  condemn  they  applaud;  But  there  is  a  cure  for  evfcry  thing.    Take 

iboae  you  order  home  to  answer  for  their  con-  away,  say  they,  the  court  of  proprietors,  and 

duct,  they  request  to  stay,  and  thereby  encou-  tlie  court  o£  directors  will  do  their  duty.  Yes ; 

rage  to  proceed  in  their  practices.    Thus  the  as  they  have  done  it  hitherto.     That  the  evils 

•enrants  of  the  East  India  company  triumph,  in  India  have  solely  arisen  firom  the  court  of 

and  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  Great  proprietors,  is  grossly  false.  In  many  of  thenii 

Britain  are  defeated.  the  directors  were  heartily    concurring  ;    in 

I  therefore  conclude,  what  you  all  conclude,  most  of  them,  they  were  encouraging,  and 

that  this  body,  being  totally  perverted  from  tho  sometimes  commanding;    in  all,   ihcy   were 

purposes  of  iii  institution,  is  utterly  incorrigi-  conniving. 

ble '  and  because  they  are  incorrigible,  both  But  who  are  to  choose  this  well-regulated 

in  conduct  and  constitution,  power  ought  to  and  reforming  court  of  directors  ?— Why,  the 

be  taken  out  of  their  hands ;  just  on  the  same  very  proprietors  who  are  excluded   from  aD 

principles  on  which  have  been  made  all  the  management,  for  tlie  abuse  of  their  power. 

juet  changes  and  revolutions  of  government  They  will  choose,  undoubtedly,  out  of  tlien^ 

that  have  taken  place  since  the  beginning  of  selves,  men  like  themselves ;  and  those  who 

the  world.  are  most  forward  in  resisting  your  autliorityi 

I  will  now  say  a  few  words  to  the  general  those  who  are  most  engaged  in  faction  or  in- 

principle  of  the  plan  which  is  set  up  against  terest  with  the  delinquents  abroad,  will  be  the 

ifaat  oif  my  right  honourable  friend.    It  is  to  objects  of  their  selection.    But  gentlemen  aajr, 

reicommit  the  government  of  India  to  the  that  when  this  choice  is  made,  the  proprietort 

oowt  of  directors.    Those  who  would  commit  are   not  to  interfere  in  the  measures  of  the 

lbs  relbrmation  of  India  to  the  destroyers  of  directors,  whilst  those  directors  are  busy  in  the 

it,  are  the  enemies  to  that  reformation.    They  controul  of  their  common  patrons  and  masters 

wooki  make  a  distinction  between  directors  in  India.    No,  indeed,  I  believe  they  will  not 

and  proprietors,  which,  in  the  present  state  of  desire  to  interfere.    They  will  choose  those 

Ibiags,  does  not,  cannot  exist.    But  a  right  whom    they    know  may    be   trusted,  safely 

bsnourable  gentleman  says,  he  woukl  keep  the  trusted,  to  act  in  lArkt  conformity  to  their 

praeent  government  c^  India  in  the  court  of  common  principles,  manners,  measures,  int^ 

direeiors;  and  would,  to  curb  them,  provide  rests,  and  connections.  They  will  want  neither 

sabtary  regulations ;— wonderful !    That  is,  monitor  nor  controul.    It  is  not  easy  to  choose 

he  would  appoint  the  old  offenders  to  correct  men  to  act  in  conformity  to  a  public  interest 

tfie  old  offiNices;  and  he  would  render  the  against  their  private:  but  a  sure  dependanct 
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WKkfhe  ha<laotbo0e  vdiozre  chown  to  (brward  Let  it  once  gel  into  the  ordaoTj  coane  of 

fbeir  private  interest,  at  the  ezp^iso  of  the  adrainistrmtion,  and  to  roe  all  hopes  of  rdufuia 

pablic.    But  if  the  directors  shoold  slip,  and  tioa  are  gone.     I  am  £ir  from  knowing  or  be> 

deriate  into  rectitude,  the  punishment  is  in  Kering,  that  this  bill  win  incnrase  the  '"frtritft 

tbe  hands  of  the  general  court,  and  it  wiR  of  the  crown.    We  all  know,  that  the  crown 

•orelj  be  remembered  to  them  at  their  next  has  ever  had  some  influence  in  the  eoort  of 

•lection.  directors ;  and  that  it  has  been  extremely  i»> 

If  the  government  of  India  wants  no  re-  creased  by  the  acts  of  1773  and  1780.    Tbe 

Ibrmation  ;  but  gentlemen  are  amusing  them-  gentlemen  who,  as  a  part  of  their  reibrraatioo, 

•dves  with  a  theory,  conceiving  a  more  demo-  propose  **  a  more  active  controul  on  the  pari 

cratic  or  aristocratic  mode  of  government  lor  of  the  crown,"  whidi  is  to  put  the  directors 

these  dependencies,  or  if  they  are  in  a  dispute  under  a  secretary  of  state,  specially  named  lor 

only  about  patronage ;  the  dispute  is  with  me  that  purpose,  must  know,  that  their  project 

of  so  Hule  concern,  that  I  shouki  not  take  the  will  increase  it  further.    But  that  oU  iiySu- 

pains  to  utter  an  affirmative  or  negative  to  any  ence  has  had,  and  the  new  will  have,  incurable 

proposition  in  it    If  it  be  only  for  a  theoreti-  inoonveniencies  which  cannot  happen  under 

cal  amusement  that  they  are  to  propose  a  bill ;  the   pariiamentary  establishment  proposed  in 

the  thing  ii  at  best  frivolous  and  unnecessary,  this  bill.      An  honourable  gentleman,*  not 

But  if  the  company's  government  is  not  only  now  in  his  place,  but  who  is  well  acquainted 

fill!  of  abuse,  but  is  one  of  the  most  corrupt  vrith  the  India  company,  and  by  no  means  a 

and  destructive  tjrrannies,  that  probably  ever  friend  to  this  bill,  has  told  you,  that  a  minister 

exiiled  in  the  world,  (as  I  am  sure  it  is,)  what  rial  influence  has  always  been  predominant  in 

a  cruel  mockery  would  it  be  in  me,  and  in  that  body;    and  that  to  make  the  directors 

tfiose  who  think  like  me,  to  propose  this  kind  pliant  to  their  purposes,  ministers  generally 

of  remedy  for  thi^  kind  of  evil !  caused  persons  meanly  qualified  to  be  choaan 

I  now  come  to  the  third  objection,  That  this  directors.    According  to  his  idea,  to  aocare 

bill  will  increase  the  bfluence  of  the  crown,  subserviency,   they  submitted  the  company^ 

An  honourable  gentleman  has  demanded  of  aflTairs  to  the  direction  of  incapacity.    This 

me,  whether  I  was  in  earnest  when  I  proposed  was  to  ruin  the  company,  in  order  to  govern  it. 

to  this  house  a  plan  for  the  reduction  c^  that  This  was  certainly  influence  in  the  very  wont 

influence.     Indeed,  Sir,  I  H-as  much,  very  ibrm  in  which  it  could  appear.    At  best  il 

much,  in  earnest.     My  heart  was  deeply  con-  was  clandestine  and  irresponsible.     Whether 

cemed  in  it ;  and  I  hope  the  public  has  not  this  was  done  so  much   upon  system  as  that 

lost  the  cfl^ect  of  it.    How  far  my  judgment  gentleman  supposes,  I  greatly    doubt.    BaC 

was  right,  for  what  concerned  pcrsornl  favour  such  in  effect  the  operation  of  government  on 

and  consequence  to  myself,  I  shall  not  pre-  that  court   unquestionably   was;    and   such, 

■ume  to  determine ;  nor  is  its  eflTect  upon  me  under  a  similar  constitution,  it  will  be  for 

of  any  moment.    But  as  to  this  bill,  whether  ever.     Ministers  roust  be   wholly   remotfed 

It  increases  the  influence  of  the  crown,  or  not,  from  the  management  of  the  afllairs  of  Indian 

is  a  question  I  should  be  ashamed  to  ask.    If  or  they  will  have  an  influence  in  its  patrooaga. 

I  am  not  able  to  correct  a  system  vC  oppres-  The  thing  is  inevitable.    Their  scheme  of  & 

aion  and  tyranny,  that  goes  to  the  utter  ruin  of  new  secretary  of  state,  "  with  a  more  vigo- 

thirty  millions  of  my  fellow-creatures  and  fel-  reus  controul,"  is  not  much  better  than  a  repe* 

low-subjects,  but  by  some  increase   to  the  tition  of  the  measure  which  we  know  by  axpa. 

influence  of  the  crown,  I  am  ready  here  to  rience  will  not  do.    Since  the  year  177S  and 

declare,  that  I,  who  have  been  active  to  reduce  the  year  1780,  the  company  haa  been  unde? 

it,  shall  be  at  *east  as  active  and  strenuous  to  the  controul  of  the  secretary  of  staU^s  ofliee, 

restore  it  again.    I  am  no  lover  of  names ;  I  and  we  had  then  three  secretaries  of  state.   It 

contend  for  the  substance  of  good  and  pro-  more  than  this  is  done,  then  they  atmik^l^^^ 

teeting  government,  let  it  come  from  what  the  direction  which  they  pretend  to  aoppoit 

quarter  it  will.  and  they  augment  the  influence  of  the  crowni 

Bui  I  am  not  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  of  whose  growth  they  aS*eGt  so  groat  an  hor 

dib  expeaient.    Much,  very  much  the  con-  rour.    But  in  truth  this  scheme  </  reooocfling 

trary.    I  am  sure  that  the  influence   of  the  a  direction  really  and  truly  deliberative,  with 

ertywn  will  by  no  means  aid  a  reibrmation  of  ui  office  really  and  substantially  controulii^, ' 

this  kind ;  which  can  neither  be  originated  nor  i>  a  sort  of  machinery  that  can  be  kept  in 
■upported,  but  by  the  uncorrupt  public  virtue 
af  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  England.  *  Ooremour  Johnstone. 
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«rd«r  but  a  very  short  time.    Either  the  di-  intrigue,  and  to  secret  representation,  thoM 

recton  will  dwindle  into  clerks,  or  the  secre-  instruments  of  the  ruin  of  India.    He  that  cola 

tarjr  of  state,  as  hitherto  has  been  the  course,  off  the  means  of  premature  fortune,  and  the 

win  leave  every  thing  to  them,  oflen  through  power  of  protecting  it  when  acquired,  strikes 

design,  often  through  neglect.    If  both  riiould  a  deadly  blow  at  the  great  fund,  the  bank,  the 

affect  activity,  collision,  procrastination,  delay,  capital  stock  of  Indian  influence,  which  can- 

•nd  in  the  end,  utter  confusion  must  ensue.  not  be  vested  any  where,  or  in  any  hands, 

But,  Sir,  there  is  one  kind  qI[  influence  far  without  most  dangerous  consequences  to  the 

greater  than  that  of  the  nomination  to  oflice.  public. 

This,  gentlemen  in  opposition  have  totally  The  third  and  contradictory  objection   isy 

overlooked,  although  it  now  exists  in  its  fi^  That  this  bill  does  not  increase  the  influence 

vigour ;  and  it  will  do  so,  upon  their  scheme,  of  the  crown.     On  the  contrary.   That  the 

in  at  least  as  much  force  as  it  docs  now.    That  just  power  of  the  crown  will  bo  lessened,  and 

influence  this  bill  cuts  up  by  the  roots :  I  mean  transferred  to  the  use  of  a  party,  by  giving  the 

the  ir\fiuenct  of  prUectum.    I  shall  explain  my-  patronage  of  India  to  a  commbsion  nominated 

•elf: — The  oflice  given  to  a  young  man  going  by  parliament,  and  independent  of  the  crown. 

to  India  is  of  trifling  consequence.    But  he  The  contradiction  is  glaring,  and  it  has  been 

that  goes  out  an  insignificant  boy,  in  a  few  too  well  exposed  to  make  it  necessary  for  me 

Years  returns  a  great  nabob.    Mr.  Hastings  to  insist  upon  it.    But  passing  the  contr*- 

■ays  he  has  two  hundred  and  filVy  dC  that  kind  diction,  and  taking  it  without  any  relation,  of 

of  raw  materials,  who  expect  to  be  speedily  all  objections  that  is  the  most  extraordinary, 

manufactured  into  the  merchantable  quality  I  Do  not  gentlemen  know,  that  the  crown  has  not 

mention.    One  of  these  gentlemen,  suppose,  at  present  the  grant  of  a  single  oflice  imder  the 

veturns  hither,  loaded  with  odium  and  with  company,  civil  or  military,  at  home  or  abroad? 

riches.    When  he  comes  to  England,  he  cornea  So  far  as  the  crown  is  concerned,  it  is  certaidy 

as  to  a  prison,  or  as  to  a  sanctuary ;  and  either  rather  a  gainer ;  for  the  vacant  oflices  in  the 

is  ready  for  him,  according  to  his  demeanour,  new  commission  are  to  be  filled  up  by  the 

What  is  the  influence  in  the  grant  of  any  king. 

place  in  India,  to  that  which  is  acquired  by  It  is  argued  as  a  part  of  the  bill,  derogatory 
the  protecticMi  or  compromise  with  such  guilt,  to  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  that  the  com* 
and  with  the  command  of  such  riches,  under  missioners  named  in  the  bill  are  to  continue 
the  dominion  of  the  hopes  and  fears  which  for  a  short  term  of  years,  too  short  in  my 
power  is  able  to  hold  out  to  every  man  in  that  opinion ;  and  because,  during  that  time,  they 
condition  ?  That  man*s  whole  fortune,  half  a  are  not  at  the  mercy  of  every  predominant 
million  perhaps,  becomes  an  instrument  of  in-  faction  of  the  court.  Does  not  this  objection 
floence,  without  a  shilling  of  charge  to  the  lie  against  the  present  directors;  none  of 
civil  list ;  and  the  influx  of  fortunes  which  whom  are  named  by  the  crown,  and  a  pro- 
stand  in  need  of  this  protection  is  continual,  portion  of  whom  hold  for  this  very  term  of  four 
It  works  both  ways ;  it  influences  the  delin-  years  ?  Did  it  not  lie  against  the  govemour 
quent,  and  it  may  corrupt  the  minister.  Gon^  general  and  council  named  in  the  act  of  1773 
pare  the  influence  acquired  by  appointing  for  — who  were  invested  by  name,  as  the  present 
instance  even  a  govemour  general,  and  that  commissioners  are  to  be  appointed  in  the  body 
obtained  by  protecting  him.  I  shall  push  this  of  the  act  of  parliament,  who  were  to  hold 
BO  further.  But  I  wbh  gentlemen  to  roll  it  a  their  places  for  a  term  of  terms,  and  were  not 
ittle  in  their  own  minds.  removeable  at  the  discretion  of  the  crown  ? 

The  bill  before  you  cuts  off  this  suurce  of  Did  it  not  lie  against  the  re-appointment,  in 

influence.    Its  design  \nd  main  scope  is  to  the  year  1780,  upon  the  very  same  terms? 

legulate  the  administration  of  India  upon  the  Yet  at  none  dC  these  times,  whatever  other 

principles  of  a  court  of  judicature ;  and  to  ex-  objections  the  scheme  might  be  liable  to,  was  it 

dude,  as  far  as  humav  prudence  can  exclude,  supposed  to  bo  a  derogation  to  the  just  prero- 

aU  pcasibility  of  a  corrupt  partiality,  in  ap-  gativo  of  the  crown,  that  a  commission  created 

pointing  to  office,  or  supporting  in  office,  or  by  act  of  parliament  shouki  have  its  members 

covering  from  inquir}*  and  punishment,  any  named  by  the  authority  which  called  it  into 

person  who  has  abused  or  shall  abuse  his  an-  existence  ?    This  is  not  the  disposal  by  par- 

ihority.    At  the  bo?^,  as  appointed  and  re-  liamentof  any  office  derived  from  the  authority 

gokted  by  this  bill,  reward  aixl  punishment  of  the  crown,  or  now  disposable  by  that  autho- 

cannot  be  shifted  and  reversed  by  a  whisper,  rity.    It  is  so  fjair  from  being  any  thing  new. 

That  commission  becomes  fatal  to  cabal,  to  violent,  or  alarming,  that  I  do  not  recollect,  in 
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«njr  parliamentary  commission,  down  to  the  as  tliat  the  habitual  despotism  and  oppreiiiaa, 

commissiooers  of  the  land  tax,  that  it  has  ever  that  the  monopolies,  the  peculations,  the  uiup 

been  otherwise.  versal  destruction  of  all  the  legal  authority  o£ 

The  objection  of  the  tenure  ibr  lour  years  this  kingdom,  which  have  been  for  tweo^ 

is  an  objection  to  all  places  that  are  not  held  years   maturing   to  their  present    enormiigr* 

during  pleasure ;  but  in  that  objection  I  pro-  combined  with  the  disitance  of  the  scene,  th« 

notmce  the  gentlemen,  from  my  knowledge  of  bokiness   and   artifice    of  delinquents,   their 

their  comfdexion  and  of  their  principles,  to  be  combination,  their  excessive  wealth,  and  ihm 

perfectly  in  earnest.    The  party  (say  these  faction  they  have  made  in  England,  can  be 

gentlemen)  qI[  the  minister  who  proposes  this  fully  corrected  in   a  shorter  term  than  (bar 

scheme  will  be  rendered  powerful  by  it ;  for  he  years?    None  has  hazarded  such  an  assertioB 

will  name  his  party  friends  to  the  commission.  — None,  who  has  a  regard  for  his  reputatioo. 

This  objection  against  party  is  a  party  ob-  will  hazard  it. 

jection;  and  in  this  too  these  gentlemen  are  Sir,  the  gentlemen,  whoever  they  are,  who 
perfectly  serious.  They  see  that  if,  by  any  shall  be  appointed  to  this  commission,  have  an 
intrigue,  they  shouki  succeed  to  office,  they  undertaking  of  magnitude  on  their  hands,  and 
will  kise  the  clandeMtine  patronage,  the  true  their  stability  must  not  only  be,  but  it  must  be 
instrument  of  clandestine  influence,  enjoyed  in  thought,  real ; — and  who  is  it  will  believe,  that 
the  name  of  subservient  directors,  and  oC  any  thing  short  of  an  establishment  made,  sop- 
wealthy  trembling  Indian  delinquents.  But  ported,  and  fixed  in  its  duration,  with  all  the  - 
as  often  as  they  ore  beaten  off  this  ground,  authority  of  parliament,  can  be  thought  secura 
they  return  to  it  again.    The  minister  will  of  a  reasonable  stability?    The  plan  of  my 


name  his   friends,  and  persons  of  his  own  honourable  friend  is  the  reverse  of  that  of 

party. — Whom  shouki  he  name  ?    Should  he  forming  by  the  authors  of  the  abuse.    The 

name  his  adversaries  ?    Should  he  name  those  best  we  could  expect  from  them  is,  that  they 

whom  he  cannot  trust  ?     Should  he  name  siiould  not  continue  their  ancient  pemicioos 

those  to  execute  his  plans,  who  are  the  de*  activity.    To  those  we  coukl  think  of  nothing 

clared  enemies  to  the  principles  of  his  reform?  but  applying  eoniroul;  as  we  are  sure,  that 

His  character  is  here  at  stake.    If  he  pro-  even  a  regard  to  their  reputation  (if  any  sudi 

poses  for  his  own  ends  (but  he  never  will  pro-  thing  exists  in  them)  would  oblige  them  to 

pose)  such  names  as,  from  their  want  of  rank,  cover,   to  conceal,   to  suppress,  and  cooe^ 

fortune,  character,  ability,  or  knowledge,  are  quently  to  prevent,  all  cure  of  the  grievanoee 

likely  to  betray  or  to  fall  short  of  their  trust,  of  India.    For  what  can  be  discovered,  which 

he  is  an  independent  house  of  commons  ;  in  a  is  not  to  their  disgrace  ?    Every  attempt  le 

house  of  commons  which  has,  by  its  own  vir-  correct  an  abuse  wouUl  ly»  a  satire  on  their 

tue,  destroyed  the  instruments  of  pariiamen-  former  administration.  Every  man  they  shouU 

tary  subservience.    This  house  of  commons  pretend  to  call  to  an  account,  would  be  fouod 

would  not  endure  the  sound  of  such  names,  their  instrument  or  their  accomplice.    Thqf 

He  wouk)  perish  by  the  means  which  he  is  can  never  see  a  beneficial  regulation,  but  wilii 

supposed  to  pursue  for  the  security  of  his  a  view  to  defeat  it.    The  shorter  tiie  tenure 

power.     The  first  pledge  he  must  give  of  his  of  such  persons,  the  better  would  be  the  dianoe 

sincerity  in  this  great  reform,  will  be  in  the  of  some  amendment. 

confklenco  which  ought  to  be  reposed  in  those        But  the  system  (^  the  bill  is  different.    It 

names.  calls  in  persons  in  no  wise  concerned  with  any 

For  my  part,  Sir,  in  this  business  I  put  all  act  censured  by  parliament ;  persons  generated 

indirect  considerations  wholly  out  of  my  mind,  with,  and  for,  the  reform,  of  which  they  are 

My  sole  question,  on  each  clause  of  the  bill,  themselves  the  most  essential  part    To  these 

amounts  to  this : — Is  the  measure  proposed  the  chief  regulations  in  the  biil  are  helps,  not 

required  by  the  necessities  of  India  ?    I  can-  fetters  ;  they  are  authorities  to  support,  not 

not  consent  totally  to  lose  sight  of  the  real  regulations  to  restrain  them.    From  these  «« 

%vants  of  tlie  people  who  are  the  objects  of  it,  look  for  much  more  than  innocence.    From 

and  to  hunt  after  every  matter  of  party  squab-  these  we  expect  zeal,  firmness,  and  unremitted 

ble  that  may  be  started  on  the  several  provi-  activity.    Their  duty,  their  character,  bindf 

sioos.    On  the  question  of  the  duration  of  the  them   to  proceedings   of  vigour ;     and   they 

coaunission  I  am  clear  and  decided.    Can  I,  ought  to  have  a  tenure  in  Uieir  office  whidi 

can  any  one  who  1ms  taken  the  smallest  trouble  precludes  all  fear,  whilst  they  ore   acting  up 

lo  be  informed  concerning  the  affairs  of  India,  lO  the  purposes  of  their  trust ;  a  tenure  without 

unuic  himself  with  so  strange  an  imagination,  which,  none  will  undertake  plans  that  re<)uirt 
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«  series  and  system   of  acts.    When  they     to  the  mismanagement  of  ihc  East  India  com* 

know  that  th«y  cannot  be  whispered  out  of     pany,  have  already  taken  a  million  (rom  that 

their  duty,  that  their   public  conduct  cannot     fund  by  the  non-payment  of  duties.    The  billt 

be  censured  without  a  public  discussion  ;  that     drawn  upon  the  company,  which  are  about 

the  schemes  which  they  have  begim  will  not     four  millions,  cannot  be  accepted  without  the 

be  committed  to  those  who  will  have  an   in-     consent  d'the  treasury. 

tereet  and  credit  in  defeating  and  disgracing        The  treasury}  acting  under  a  parliamentary 

them;  then  we  may  entertain  hopes.     The     trust  and  authority,  pledges  the /public  for 

tenure  is  for  four  years,  or  during  their  good  be-     these  millions.    If  they  pledge  the  public,  tlie 

haviour.    That  good  behaviour  is  as  long  as     public  must  have  a  security  in  its  hands  for 

they  are  true  to  the  principles  of  the  bill ;  and     the  management  of  this  interest,  or  the  na 

the  judgment  is  in  either  house  of  parliament,     tional  credit  is  gone.     For  otherwise  it  li 

This    is    the    tenure    of  your  judges  ;    and  not  only  the  East  India  company,  which  is  a 

the  valuable  principle  of  the  bill  is  to  moke  a  great  interest,  that  is  undone,  but,  clinging  to 

judicial  administration  ibr  India.    It  is  to  give  the  security  of  all  your  funds,  it  drags  down 

confidence  in  the  execution  of  a  duty,  which  the  rest,  and  the  whole  fabric  perishes  in  one 

requires  as  much  perseverance  and  fijrtitude  as  rub.    If  this  bill  does  not  provide  a  direction 

can  fall  to  the  lot  of  any  that  is  bom  of  woman,  of  integrity  and  of  ability  competent  to  that 

As  to  the  gain  by  party,  from  the  right  trust,  the  objection  is  fatal.     If  it  does,  pub- 

honourable  gentleman's  bill,   let  it  be  shewn,  lie  credit  must  depend  on  the  support  of  the 

that  til  is  supposed  party  advantage  b  pcmi-  bill. 

cious  to   its  object,  and  the    objection  is  of         It  has  been  said,  if  you  violate  this  charter, 
weigiit ;  but  until  this  is  done,  and  this  has  not  what  security  has  the  charter  of  the  bank,  in 
been  attempted,  I  shall  consider  the  sole  ob-  which  public  credit  is  so  deeply  concerned, 
Jection,  from   its    tendency  to  promote  the  and  even  the  charter  of  London,  in  which  the 
imerestofa  party,  as  altogether  contemptible,  rights  of  so  many  subjects  are  involved?    I 
The  kingdom  is  divided  into  parties,  and  it  answer.  In  the  like  case  they  have  no  security 
ever  has  been  so  divided,  and  it  ever  will  be  so  at  all — No — no   security  at  all.    If  the  bank 
divided;   and  if  no  system  .fur  relieving  the  should,  by  every  species  of  mismanagement, 
Wabjects  of  this  kingdom  (rom  oppression,  and  fall  into  a  state  similar  to  that  of  the  East 
Su^ching  its  affairs  from  ruin,  can  be  adop-  India  company ;  if  it  should  bo  oppressed  with 
ted  until  it  is  demonstrated  that  no  party  can  demands  it  could  not  answer,    engagements 
derive  an  advantage  from  it,  no  good  can  ever  which  it  could  not  perform,  and  with  bills  for 
lio  done  in  tli  is  country.    If  party  is  to  derive  which  it  could  not  procure  payment;  no  char- 
«B  advantage  Gram  the  reform  of  India,  (which  ter  should  protect  the  mismanagement  from 
as  more  than  I  know,  or  believe,)  it  ought  lobe  correction,  and  such  public  grievances  from 
that  party  which  alone,  in  this  kingdom,  has  redress.    If  the  city  of  London  had  the  means 
its   reputation,  nay  its  very  being,  pledged  to  and  will  of  destroying  an  empire,  and  ofcruct- 
tbe  protection  and  preservation   of  that  part  ly  oppressing  and  tyrannizing  over  millions  of 
of  the  empire.    Great  fear  is  expressed,  that  nicn  as  good  as  themselves,  the  charter  of 
the  commissioners  named  in  this  bill  will  shew  the  city  of  London  should  prove  no  sanction 
regard  to  a  minister  out  of  |^ace.     To  to  such  tyranny  and  such  oppression.    Char- 
i  made  like  the  objectors,  this  must  appear  tcrs  are  kept,  when  their  purposes  arc  main 
Let  it  however  be  remembered  by  tained :  they  are  violated,  when  the  privilege 
olhen,  that  if  the  commissioners  should  be  is  supported  against  its  end  and  its  object. 
his  friends,  they  cannot  be  his  slaves.    But        Now,  Sir,  I  Jiave  finished  all  I  proposed  to 
dependents  are  not  in  a  condition  to  adhere  to  say,  as  my  reasons  for  giving  my  vote  to  this 
firiends,  nor  to  principles,  nor  to  any  uniform  bill.    If  I  am  wrmg,  it  is  not  for  want  of  pains 
line  of  conduct.    They  may  begin  censors,  to  know  what  is  right.    This  pledge,  at  least, 
and  be  obliged  to  end  accomplices.    They  of  my  rectitude  I  have  given  to  my  country. 
may  be  even  put  under  the  direction  of  those        And  now,  having  done  my  duty  to  the  bill, 
whom  they  were  appointed  to  punish.  let  me  say  a  word  to  the  author.    I  should 
The  fourth,  and  last  objection  is.  That  the  lesvc  him  to  his  own  noble  sentiments,  if  the 
bil  will  hurt  public  credit.    I  do  not  know  unworthy  and  illiberal  language  with  which  he 
whether  this  requires  an  answer.    But  if  it  has  been  treated,  beyond  all  example  of  par- 
does,  look  to  your  foimdationsL     The  sinking  liamentary  liberty,  did  not  make  a  few  words 
find  is  the  pillar  of  credit  in  this  country ;  and  necessary  ;  not  so  much  in  justice  to  him,  as 
'ct  it  not  be  fcrgot,  that  the  distresses,  owing  to  my  own  feelings.    I  must  say  then,  that  i. 
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will  bo  a  distinction  honourable  to  the  age,  that  secures  the  rice  in  'lis  pot  to  every  man  m 
the  rescue  of  the  greatest  number  of  the  human  India.  A  poet  of  antiquity  thought  it  one  of 
race  that  ever  were  so  grievotisly  oppressed,  the  first  distinctions  to  a  prince  whom  he 
from  the  greatest  tyranny  that  was  ever  exer-  meant  to  celebrate,  that  through  a  long  suo* 
cised,  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  abilities  and  cession  of  generations,  he  had  been  the  pro- 
dispositions  equal  to  the  task  ;  that  it  has  genitor  of  an  able  and  virtuous  citizen,  who, 
fallen  to  one  who  has  tlie  enlargement  to  com-  by  force  of  the  arts  of  peace,  had  corrected 
prohend,  me  spirit  to  undertake,  and  the  elo-  governments  of  oppression,  and  supprc^sei* 
quence  to  support,  po  great  a  measure  of  ha-  wars  of  rapine. 

zardous  benevolence     His  spirit  is  not  owing  ,„j^,,^  p^^,,  quanta juvenis,  quaniumque  daiuriia 

to   bis    Ignorance  of  the  state  of  me*,  and  Ausonioo  populis,  ventura  In  wecula  civem. 

things  ;  he  well  knows  what  snares  are  spread  Ille  super  Oangem,  super  exauditus  et  Indos, 

about  his  path,  from  personal  animosity,  from  Implebit  terras  voce ;  ei  furialia  bella 

court  intrigues,  and  possibly  from  popular  de-  ^"'"""^  compescet  lingua. 

lusion.    But  he  has  put  to  hazaid  his  case,  This  was  what  was  said  of  the  predecessor  of 

his  security,  his  interest,  his  power,  even  his  the  only  person  to  whose  eloquence  it  does  not 

darling  popularity,  for  the  benefit  of  a  people  wrong  that  of  the  mover  of  this  bill  to  be  com- 

whom  he  has  never  seen.     This  is  the  road  pared.    But  the  Gangbs  and  the  Indus  are  the 

that  all  heroes  have  trod  before  him.    He  is  patrimony  of  the  fame  of  my  honourable  friend, 

traduced  and  abused  for  his  supposed  motives.  &nd  not  of  Cicero.     I  confess,  I  anticipate 

He  will  remember,  that  obloquy  is  a  necessary  with  joy  the  reward  of  those,  whose  whole 

ingredient  in  the  composition  of  all  true  glory :  consequence,  power,  and  authority,  exist  only 

he  will  remember,  that  it  was  not  only  in  the  for  the  benefit  of  mankind  ;  and  I  carry  my 

Roman  customs,  but  it  is  in  the  nature  and  mind  to  all  the  people,  and  all  the  names  and 

constitution  of  things,  that  calumny  and  abuse  descriptions,  that,  relieved  by  this  bill,  w31 

are  essential  parts  of  triumph.    These  thoughts  bless  the  labours  of  this  parliament,  and  tbe 

will  support  a  mind,  which  only  exists  for  ho-  confidence  which  the  best  house  of  commons 

nour,  under  tl^e  burthen  of  temporary  reproach,  has  given  to  him  who  the  best  deserves  it. 

He  is  doing  indeed  a  great  good;  such  as  The  little  cavils  of  party  will  not  be  heard, 

rarely  falls  to  the  lot,  and  almost  as  rarely  where  freedom  and   happiness  will  be    (IdL 

coincides  with  the  desires  of  any  man.    Let  There  is  not  a  tongue,  a  nation,  or  religion 

him  use  his  time.    Let  him  give  the  whole  in  India,  which  will  not  bless  tJie  presidinf 

length  of  the  reins  to  his  benevolence.    He  u  care  and  manly  beneficence  of  this  house,  and 

'   now  on  a  great  eminence,  whose  the  eyes  of  of  him  who  proposes  to  you  this  groat  work. 

mankind  are    turned  to  him.    He  may  live  Your  names  will  never  be  separated  before 

long,  he  may  do    much.      But  here  is  the  the  throne  of  the  Divine  Goodness,  in  whaU 

summit.    He  never  can  exceed  what  he  does  ever  language,  or  with  whatever  rites,  pardon 

this  day.  is  asked  for  sin,  and  reward  for  those  who  hnl* 

He  has  faults ;  but  they  are   faults  that,  tate  the  Grodhead  in  his  universal  boonty  to 

though  they  may  in  a  small  degree  tarnish  the  his  creatures.     These  honours  you  deserve, 

lustre,  and  sometimes  impede  the  march  of  and  they  will  surely  be  paid,  when  all  the 

his  abilities,  have  nothing  in  them  to  extin-  jargon  of  influence,  and  party,  and  |Atrona|p, 

guish  the  fire  of  great  virtues.    In  those  faults,  are  swept  bto  oblivion, 
there  is  no  mixture  of  deceit,  of  hypocrisy,  of        I  have  spoken  what  I  think,  and  what  I 

pride,  of  ferocity,  of  complexional  despotism,  feel,  of  the  mover  of  this  bill.    An  hoooarablr 

orwantoffeelingfbr  the  distresses  of  mankind,  friend  of  mine,  speaking  of  his  merits, 


His   are  faults  which  might  exist  in  a  de-  charged  with  having  made  a  studied  panegj^ 

scendant  of  Henry  the  Fourth  of  France,  as  ric.     I  don't  know  what  his  was.    Mine,  I 

they  did  exist  in  that  father  of  his  country,  am  sure,  is  a  studied  panegyric;  the  fruit  of 

Henry  the  Fourth  wished  that  ho  might  live  much  meditation ;   the  result  of  the  obsenra* 

to  see  a  fowl  in  the  pot  of  every  peasant  in  his  tion  of  near  twenty  years.    For  my  own  part, 

kingdom.    That  sentiment  of  homely  bcnevo-  I  am  happy  that  I  have  lived  to  see  this  day; 

lent  9  was  worth  all  the  splendid  sayings  that  I  feel  myself  overpaid  for  the  labours  of  eig^ 

are  recorded  of  kings.    But  he  wished  perhaps  teen  years,  when,  at  this  late  period,  I  aai 

ibr  more  than  could  bo  obtained,  and  the  good-  able  to  take  my  share,  by  one  humble  vote,  k 

ness  of  the  man  exceeded  the  power  of  the  destroying  a  tyranny  that  exists  to  the  din^ 

king.     But  this  gentleman,  a  subject,  may  grace  of  this  nation,  and  the  destruction  of  n 

this  day  say  this  at  least,  with  truth,  that  he  brgo  a  part  of  the  human  species. 
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PREFACE.  necessary,  on  the  |>art  of  the  people,  to  render 

it   abundantly  complaisant  to  ministers  ind 

The  representation  now  gi?en  to  the  pub-  favourites  of  all  descriptions.     It  required  ■ 

tic  relates  to  some  of  the  most  essential  privi-  great  length  of  time,  very  considerable  indtv- 

leges  of  the  house  of  commons.      It  would  try  and  perseverance,  no  vulgar  policy,  the 

mppear  of  little  importance,  if  it  were  to  be  union  of  many  men  and  many  tempers,  and 

judged  by  its  reception  in  the  place  where  it  the  concurrence  of  events  which  do  not  happen 

was  proposed.    There  it  was  rejected  without  every  day,  to  build  up  an  independent  hoofe 

debate.     The  subject  matter  may,  perhaps,  of  commons.    Its  demolition  was  accomplished 

hereafter  appear  to  merit  a  more  serious  con-  in  a  moment ;  and  it  was  the  work  of  ordinary 

sideration.    Thinking  men  will  scarcely  re-  hands.    But  to  construct  is  a  matter  of  skill; 

gard  the  penal  dissolution  of  a  parliament  as  to  demolish,  force  and  fury  are  sufficient. 

a  very  trifling  concern.      Such  a  dissolution  The  late  house  of  commons  has  been  po- 

nnist  operate  forcibly  as  an  example;  and  it  nishcd  for  its  independence.      That  exano^e 

much  imports  the  people  of  this  kingdom  to  is  made.    Have  we  an  example  on  record,  of 

consider  what  lesson  that  example  is  to  teach,  a  house  of  commons  punished  for  its  servility^ 

The  late  house  of  commons  was  not  accused  The  rewards  of  a  senate  so  disposed,  are 

of  an  interested  compliance  to  the  will  of  a  manifest  to  the  world.    Several  gentlemen  are 

ooort.     The  charge  against  them  was  of  a  very  desirous  of  altering  the  constitution  of 

different  nature.      They  were  charged  with  the  house  of  commons :  but  they  must  alter 

being  actuated  by  on  extravagant  spirit  of  in-  the  frame  and  constitution  of  human  nature 

dependency .    This  species  of  offence  is  so  itself,  before  they  can  so  fashion  it  by  any 

ckisely  connected  with  merit;  this  vice  bears  mode  of  election,  that  its  conduct  will  notfa« 

so  near  a  resemblance  to  virtue ;  that  the  influenced  by  reward  and  punishment ;  by  fame, 

fli^t  of  a  house  of  commons  above  the  exttct  and  by  disgrace,    if  these  examples  take  root 

temperate  medium  of  independence,  ought  to  in  the  minds  of  men,  what  members  hereafter 

be  correctly  ascertained,  lest  we  give  encou-  will  be  bold  enough  not  to  be  corrupt?    Espe- 

ragement  to  dispositions  of  a  less  generous  cially  as  the  king's  high-way  of  obsequious* 

nature,  and  less  safe  for  the  people ;  we  ought  ness  is  so  very  broad  and  easy.    To  make  a 

to  can  for  very  solid  and  convincing  proofs  of  passive  member  of  parliament,  no  dignity  of 

the  existence,  and  of  the  magnitude  too  of  the  mind,  no  principles  of  honour,  no  resolution, 

evils,  which  are  charged  to  an  independent  no  ability,  no  industry,  no  learning,  «j(>  ezpe* 

spirit,  before  we  give  sanction  to  any  measure,  rience  are  in  the  least  degree  necessary.    To 

^lat  by  checking  a  spirit  so  easily  damped,  and  defend  a  post  of  importance  against  a  powerftil 

so  hard  to  be  excited,  may  affect  the  liberty  enemy,  requires  an  Elliot ;  a  drunken  invalid 

of  a  part  of  our  constitution,  which,  if  not  fi'ee,  is  qualified  to  hoist  a  white  flag,  or  to  deliTsr 

b  vrorae  than  useless.  up  the  keys  of  the  fortress  on  his  knees. 

The  Editor  does  not  deny,  that  by  possi-  The  gentlemen  chosen  into  this  parliament, 

bility  such  an  abuse  may  exist:  but  pfimA  for  the  purpose  of  this  surrender,  were  bred  to 

fnmUf  there  is  no  reason  to  presume  it.    The  better  Uiings ;  and  are  no  doubt  qualified  ht 

house  of  commons  is  not,  by  its  complexion,  other  service.    But  for  this  strenuous  exertioB 

peenliarty  subject  to  the  distempers  of  an  in-  of  inactivi^,  for  the  vigorous  task  of  sobnii»> 

iepeodent  hsibit.     Very  little  compulsion  is  sion  and  passive  obedience,  all  their  Jsaniitti 
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and  ability  arc  rather  a  matter  of  personal     practice  of  good  timet,  and  irrecoociUble  to 

ornament  to  themselvea,  than  of  the  least  use     the  principled  of  this  goremment. 

in  the  performance  of  their  duty.  HuiuLly  to  express  to  his  majesty,  that  it  m 

The  present  surrender,  therefore,  of  ri^Ms  the  privilege  and  duty  of  this  iKNise  to  guard 
and  privileges,  without  examination,  and  the  the  r«>nstiiutioo  from  all  infringement  oo  thr 
reiH>lution  to  support  any  minister  given  by  part  of  ministers;  and  whenev^  the  occasio* 
the  secret  advisers  of  the  crown,  detennineg  requires  it,  to  wmra  them  a^ainrf  any  abuse  of 
not  only  oo  all  the  power  and  authority  of  the  the  authorities  committed  to  th«m :  but  it  ■ 
house,  but  it  settles  the  character  and  descri(^  very  lately,*  that  in  a  manner  not  more  un« 
tion  of  the  men  who  are  to  compose  it ;  and  seemly  than  irregular  and  preposterous,  nuni*- 
perpctuatcs  that  character  as  long  as  it  may  ters  have  thought  proper,  by  admonition  fitm 
be  thought  expedient  to  keep  up  a  phantom  of  the  throne,  implying  distrust  and  rq>roach,  to 
popular  representation.  convey  the  expectations  of  die  pec^le  to  us, 

It  is  fur  theithance  of  some  amendment  their  sole  representatives  ;f  and  have  pro- 
before  this  new  settlement  takes  a  permanent  sumed  to  caution  us,  the  natural  guardians  of 
Sana,  and  while  the  matter  ia  yet  soft  and  due-  the  constitution,  against  any  infring«>ment  of 
tile,  that  the  editor  bas  republished  this  piece,     it  on  our  parts. 

and  added  some  nqtes  and  explanations  to  it.  This  dangerous  innovation  we,  his  faitbM 
liis  intentions,  ho  hopes,  will  excuse  him  to  commons,  think  it  our  duty  to  OMrk ;  and  ai 
the  original  mover,  and  to  the  world.  He  acts  these  admonitions  irom  the  throne,  by  their 
from  a  strong  sense  of  the  incurable  ill  effects  frequent  repetition,  seem  intended  to  lead  gr^ 
of  holding  out  the  conduct  of  the  late  house  of  dually  to  the  establishment  of  an  usage,  we 
commons,  as  an  example  to  be  shunned  by  hold  ourselves  bound  thus  solemnly  to  pcotMt 
future  representatives  of  the  people.  against  them. 

This  house  will  be,  as  it  ever  ought  to  be 
— — ^  anxiously  attentive  to  the  iodinatioas  aat, 

interests  of  its  constituents :  nor  do  we  desirt 

MOTION  RELATIVE  TO  THE  SPEECH     to  straiten  any  of  the  avenues  to  the  ihrooe, 

FROM  THE  THRONE.  or  to  either  house  of  parliament      But  the 

ancient  order,  in  which  the  rights  of  the  pe(H 
iMfKBf  \i^  dts  Jun^',  1784.        pie  have  been  exercised,  is  not  a  restrictifla 

A  MOTION  was  made,  That  a  representa^  of  these  rights.  It  is  a  method  providently 
tion  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  most  humUy  framed  in  Avour  of  those  privileges,  which  it 
to  oficr  to  his  royal  consideration,  that  the     preserves  and  enforces  by  keeping  in  thai 

address  of   litis  house,   upon  his   majesty's  course  which  has  been  found  the  most  eflfedHL 

speech  from  the  throne,  was  dictated    solely  for  answering  their  ends.    His  majesty  maj 

by  our  conviction  of  his  majesty's  own  most  receive  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  individiMti 

gracious  intentions  towards  his  people,  which,  under  their  signatures,  and  of  bodies  coqxxate 

as  wo  feel  with  gratitude,  so  we  are  over  under  their  seals,  as  expressing  their  own  put- 

ready  to  acknowledge  with  cheerfuhiess  and  ticular  sense:  and  he  may  grant  such  redieaa 

satisfaction.  as  the  legal  powers  of  the  crown  enable  the 

Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  we  were  crown  to  affoni.    This,  and  the  other  house 

willing  to  separate  from  our  general  expres-  of  parliament,  may  also  receive  the  wishes  of 

sions  uf  duty,  respect,  and  veneration  to  his  such  corporations  and  individuals  by  petition, 

majesty's  royal  person  and  his  princely  vir^  The  collective  sense  of  hb  people  hb  majes^ 

tues,  all  discussion  whatever,  with  relation  to  is  to  receive  from  his  commons  in  perliameal 

several  of  the  matters  suggested,  and  several  assembled.    It  would  destroy  the  whole  spirit 

ct  the  expressions  employed  in  that  speech.  of  the  constitution,  if  his  commoos  were  to 

That  it  was  not  fit  or  becoming,  that  any 
decided  opinion  should  be  formed  by  his  faith-        «  gee  King's  Speech,  Dec  5, 1782,  and  May 

ful  commons,  on  that  speech,  without  a  degree  10,  1784.  ^^ 

of  deliberation  adequate  to  the  importance  of  .  t  **  I  ^»11  n«^er  submit  to  the  doctrines  I  havs 

the   object.    Having  afforded  ourselves  due  h«^?K''l;^.??'*^" '''Y^^^L^**"*^ 

r      .U.J  vw      .-J  Z  bowse  [house  of  commons]  are  the  only  reprs 

tune  for  that  deliberation,  we  do  now  most  scntativcsand  euardiansofihe  peopie'/rlXs 

humbly  beg  leave  to  represent  to  his  majesty,  I  boldly  maintain  the  contrary— 1  say  this  boast 

that,  in  the  speech  from  the  throne,  his  minis-  i^ouat  of  lords]  U  ejucUly  the  reprfentathv 

,^  hav.  .hough,  proper  to  «.,  .  I«jp«g,  rf  ^^^  V.7t''«i?;i/,t!^^,r  if/S? 

%  very  alarmiag  import,  unauthorized  by  the  voL  10,  page  203.  0-»»~ 
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rocciTe  that  sense  from  the  ministers  of  the  we  shall  manifest  diUI  not  b»  the  same  with 
crown,  or  to  admit  them  to  be  a  proper  or  a     theirs ;  but,  wo  trust,  it  v^  ill  be  equally  sin* 

regular  channel  for  conreying  it.  cere,  and  more  enlightened.    It  is  no  slight 

That  the  ministers  in  the  said  speech  de-  authori^  which  shall  persuade  us  (by  receiving 

dare,  "  His  majesty  has  a  just  and  confident  as  proo6  of  loyalty  the  mistaken  principles 

reliance,  that  we  (his  faithful  commons)  are  lightly  taken  up  in  these  addresses)  obliquely 

•nimated  with  the  same  sentiments  of  loyalty,  to  criminate,  with  the  heavy  and  ungrouiided 

sod   the   same  attachment  to   our  excellent  charge  of  disloyal^  and  diaafiectiMi,  an  uncop> 

constitution,  which  ho  had  the  hpippiness  to  rupt,  independent,  and  reforming  parliament.'*' 

see  so  fully  manifested  in  every  part  of  the  Above  all,  we  shall  take  care  that  none  of  the 

kingdom."  rights  and    privileges,  always  claimed,  and 

To  represent,  tliat  his  faithful  commons  have  since  the  accession  of  his  majesty's  illustrious 

never  failed  in  loyalty  to  his  majesty.    It  is  family  constantly  exercised  by  this  house  (and 
new  to  them  to  be  reminded  of  it.    It  is  unne- 
cessary and  invidious  to  press  it  upon  them  by        ♦  In  that  parliament  the  house  of  commons 

aay  example.     This  recommendation  of  loy-  by  two  several  resolutions  put  an  end  to  the 

•Ity,  after  his  majesty  has  sat  for  so  many  American  war.    Immediately  on  the  change  of 

•"        -.u  .u    r  II  _*    <•    11  J       •  .'  mmistry,  which  ensued,  in  order  to  secure  iheir 

jears,  with  the  fuU  support  of  all  descriptions  own  independence,  and  to  prevent  the  accumu- 
of  his  subjects,  on  the  throne  of  this  kmgdoro,  lation  of  new  burthens  on  the  people  by  the 
ftt  a  time  of  profound  |>eace,  and  without  any  ffrowth  of  a  civil  list  debt,  they  passed  the  esu* 
pretence  of  the  existence  or  apprehension  of  ph«hmeni  bilL  By  that  bill  thirty-six  offices 
1.  .  •  ^\  ,-  tenable  by  members  of  parliament  were  sup- 
war  or  conspiracy,  becomes  in  itself  a  source  pressed  ;  knd  an  order  ofpayment  was  framed, 
«f  no  small  jealousy  to  his  faithful  commons ;  by  which  the  ^owth  of  any  iresh  debt  was  ren- 
as  many  circiunstancos  lead  us  to  apprehend  dered  impracucable.    The  debt  on  the  civil  list 

that  therein  the  ministers  have  reference  to  ^"^^^  *!!!, .^^^^'^^'mI **Mf*"  present  reign  hatj 

,  •      •     •  I       ri      1.  amounted  to  one  million  three  hundred  thousand 

some  other  measures  and  prmciples  of  loyalty,  pounds  and  upwards.    Another  act  was  passed 

and  to  some  other  ideas  of  the  ccmstilution,  for  rec^ulating  the  office  ofthe  paymaster  general, 

tfian  the  laws  require,  or  the  practice  of  par-  **"d  the  offices  subordinate  to  it.    A  million  of 

liament  will  idmit  public  money  had  sometimes  been  in  the  hands 

tMMuvu         I  a      u.  of  the  paymasters  :  this  act  prevented  the  pos. 

Wo  regular  communication  of  the  proo6  of  siblliiy  of  any  money  whatsoever  beine  accu- 

lojalty  and   attachment  to  the  constitution,  mulaied  in  that  office  in  future.    Tne  offices  of 

alluded  to  in  Uic  speech  from  the  throne,  have  'he  exchequer,  whose  emoluments  in  time  of 

been  laid  before  this  house,  in  order  to  enable  ?"  r?K'"^S-''''K°"i  ^^'''^  '"  "'''''  ^?^I' 

•rcivu  laiu  UT.IVIC  UII3  itviu^^,  iii  uiuvi  iw  cu«ui«7  ^^^  ^^  jj^^  public  bunhcns,   were  regulated; 

OS  to  judge  of  the  nature,  tendency,  or  occa-  some  of  them  suppressed,  and  the  rest  reduced 

fiooofthem;  or  in  what  particular  acts  they  to  fixed  salaries.    To  secure  the  freedom  of 


displayed ;  but  if  we  are  to  suppose  the  election  against  the  crown,  a  bill  was  passed  to 

-.nifesutions  of  loyalty  (which  „e  hold  oat  JffcViJ'.r  Ky  S?ruTat'h"el*'rr„";S;n? 

to  Ui  as  an  example  for  imitation)  consist  m  in  elections ;   a  most  important  act,  not  only 

certain  addresses  delivered   to   his  majesty,  with  regard  to  Its  primary  object,  the  freedom 

promising  support  to  his  majesty  in  the  exer-  ^J  election,  but  as  materially  forwarding  the 

•:..   «r  k;-    «.....««o»;n«    «r.^    tk.»b:«»   k;-  due  collection  of  revenue.    For  the  same  end, 

CIM  of  his    prerogative,   and    thanking   his  (t,^^  p^servinff  the  freedom  of  election,)  the 

majesty  for  removmg  certaui  of  his  mmisters,  house  rescinded  the  famous  judgment  relative  to 

on  accbunt  of  tlie  votes  they  have  given  upon  the  Middlesex  election,  and  expuneed  it  from 

bills  depending  in  parliament,— if  this  be  the  the  journals.    On  the  principle  of  reformation 

1       r  1      1.      n  J  J  »     •     .k  ji.  of  their  own  house,  connected  with  a  principle 

•sample  of  loyalty  alluded  to  m  the  speech  of  public  oeconomy,  an  act  passed  for  rendering 

from  the  throne,  then  we  must  beg  leave  to  contractors  with  government  incapable  of  a  seat 

express  our  serious  concern  for  the  impression  in  parliament.    The  India  Bill,  (unfortunately 

which  has  been  made  on  any  of  our  fellow-  '<>«  ««  »he  house  of  lorya,)  pursued  the  same 

_..     .    .  .    .    "^        L-  L    u  Idea  to  its  completion ;  and  disabled  all  servants 

nibiects  by  misrepresentations,   which   have  of  the  East  India  company  from  a  seat  in  that 

•educed  them  into  a  seeming  approbation  of  house  for  a  certain  time,  and  until  their  conduct 

proceedings  subversive  of  their  own  freedom,  was  examined  into  and  cleared.    The  remedy 

We  conceive,  that  the  opinions  delivered  m  of  Infinite  corruptions  and  of  infinite  disorders 

^  '  .11  'J      J  And  oppressions,  as  well  as  the  security  of  th? 

tk9M»  papers  were  not  weU  considered ;  nor  ^ost  important  objects  of  public  oeconomy 

the  parties  duly  informed  of  the  nature  of  perished  with  that  bill   and   that  parliamanL 


the  matters  on  which  they  were  called  to  deter-  That  parliament  also  Instituted  a  committee  to 

ndbe,  nor  of  Uiose  proceedings  of  parliament  {"^"'^e  Into  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in  all 

_. .  ?    .  ,  /.  6         i~  itg  branches,  which  prosecuted  Its  duty  wUli 

which  they  were  led  to  censure.  „eai  vigour ;  and  suggested  several  materia 

We  shall  act  more  advisedly.— 'The  byalty  improvemenis. 
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«|i»cfa  W6  bold  aod  exercuc  in  Imit  ibr  tfa* 
f*— *«■*«*■  of  Gr«al  Briuin,  and  fcr  their  be- 
nefit) ifaall  be  oxkstnictirdly  sorrendered,  or 
erea  weakened  and  unpaired  under  aaringuooi 
phraan,  and  implications  of  cenaore  on  tba 
late  parliamentary  proceeding.  If  tbeae  daaoM 
are  not  well  ioonded,  ibej  ought  to  be  booestlf 
abandoned:  if  thej  are  just,  thej  ought  to  \m 
steadily  and  resolutely  maintained. 

Of  his  majesty's  own  gracious  disposition 
towards  the  true  principles  of  our  free  oonsti- 
lulion,  his  faithful  commons  nerer  did,  or  could 
entertain  a  doubt:  but  we  humbly  beg  leave  to 
express  to  his  majesty  our  uneasiness  concer- 
ning other  new  and  unusual  expressions  of  hia 
ministers,  declaratory  of  a  resolotion  "  to  sup> 
port  in  ttie'irjutt  bakmee,  the  rights  and  pririp 
leges  of  every  branch  of  the  legislature." 

It  were  desirable  that  all  hazardous  theo- 
ries concerning  a  balance  of  rights  and  privi- 
leges (a  mode  of  expression  wholly  foreign  to 
parliamentary  usage)  might  have  been  (br- 
bome.  His  majesty *s  faithful  coounons  are 
well  instructed  in  their  own  rights  and  privi- 
leges, which  they  are  determined  to  maintain 
on  the  footing  upon  which  they  were  handed 
down  from  their  ancestors:  they  are  not  tm- 
acquainted  with  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  house  of  peers ;  and  they  know  and  re- 
spect the  laitful  prerogatives  of  the  crown :  but 
Ihey  do  not  tliink  it  safe  to  admit  any  thing 
concerning  the  existence  of  a  balance  of  those 
rights,  privileges,  and  prerogatives ;  nor  are 
tliey  able  to  diKcm  to  what  objects  ministers 
would  apply  their  fiction  of  balance;  nor  what 
they  would  consider  as  a  just  one.  These 
unauthorized  doctrines  have  a  tendency  to 
stir  improper  discussions ;  and  to  lead  to  mis- 
chievous innovations  in  the  constitution.^ 

*  If  these  speculations  are  let  loose,  the  house 
of  lords  may  fjuArrel  with  their  share  of  the  le< 
gislatuie,  ail  being  limited  with  regard  to  the 
origination  of  grants  to  the  crown  and  the  oriel, 
nation  of  monev  bi]|«.  The  advisers  of  the 
crown  may  think  proper  to  brinjr  its  negative 
Into  ordinary  use  ;  and  even  to  dispute,  whether 
a  mere  nci^ative,  coin|iareil  with  the  delibera- 
tive power,  exercised  in  the  ntlicr  houses,  be 
such  a  slinre  in  the  Itu^islattiro,  ns  to  produce  a 
lue  balance  in  favour  of  that  branch  ;  and  thus 
justify  the  previous  interference  of  ihe  crown, 
in  the  manner  lately  used.  The  following  will 
serve  to  shew  how  much  foundation  there  is  for 
ereat  caution,  concernini^  these  novel  specula- 
tions.  Lord  Aticlburne,  in  his  celebrated  speech, 
April  8th,  1779,  expresses  himself  as  fallows : 
Vide  Parliamentanj  Regtatur,  vol.  x. 

"The  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  wool* 
sack.  In  the  debate  which  opened  (he  business 
of  this  day,  assened  that  your  lordships  were 
incompetent  to  nuke  any  alteration  in  a  money 
bill,  or  a  bill  of  supply.    I  should  be  glad  to  see 


llfeat  Us  &ithful  ooramios  most  hombly  r^ 
fwanwid,  instead  of  the  inooosidenite  speoH 
of  aDe^>erieDce4  men,  that  oa  al 
I,  resort  should  be  had  to  the  hafff 
practice  <^  parliament,  and  to  those  ae&i 
— «i—  of  gofvemment  which  have  preraflarf 
siaoe  the  aoceasion  of  his  majesty's  iJluifiiuM 
Cunily,  as  fiimishing'the  only  safe  principlcMta 
which  the  crown  and  parliament  can  procea^ 

We  think  it  the  more  necessary  to  be  eno* 
tious  on  this  head,  as,  in  the  last  parliament, 
the  present  ministers  had  thought  proper  to 
countenance,  if  net  to  suggest,  an  attack  upoa 
the  most  clear  and  undoubted  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  this  house. ^ 

the  matter  fully  and  fairly  discussed,  and  tkt 
subject  brought  forward  and  argued  upon  pr«> 
cedent,  as  well  as  all  Its  collateral  reladona. 
1  should  be  pleased  to  see  the  question  faMj 
committed,  were  it  for  no  other  reason,  bat  to 
hear  the  sleek  8m(H>ih  contractors  from  the  other 
house,  come  to  this  bar  and  declare,  that  they, 
and  they  only,  could  frame  a  money  bill;  and 
they,  and  thef  on/y,  could  dispose  of  the  ■?•> 
pertjf  of  the  peers  of  Great  Britain.  Pernapt 
some  arguments  mnre  plausible  iban  those  1 
heard  this  day  from  the  woolsack,  to  shew  that 
the  commons  have  an  uncontroulable,  unqoali 
fled  right,  to  bind  your  lordships^  property,  may 
be  urred  by  them.  At  present,  I  beg  leave  to 
differ  from  the  noble  and  learned  lord  ;  for  undl 
the  claim,  after  a  solemn  discussion  of  the  hooay, 
Is  openly  and  directly  relinquished,  I  shall  coo* 
tinue  to  be  of  opinion,  that  your  lordships 
have  a  right  to  alter j  amendf  or  reject  a  money 
bill." 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  also.  In  his  letter  to 
the  volunteers  of  Ireland,  speaks  of  several  of 
the  powers  exercised  by  the  house  of  oomroooa, 
in  the  light  of  usurpations  ;  and  his  grace  is  of 
opinion,  that  when  the  people  are  restored  lo 
what  he  conceives  to  be  their  rights.  In  electiBC 
the  house  of  commons,  the  other  branches  of 
the  lerislature  ought  to  be  restored  to  theirs. 
Vide  Remembrancer^  vol.  xvi. 

*  Bv  an  act  of  parliament,  the  directors  ofthe 
East  India  company  are  restrained  from  accep- 
tance of  bills  drawn  from  India,  beyond  a  certain 
amount,  without  the  consent  of  the  •omnUs- 
sioners  of  the  treasury.    The  late  house  of  com- 
mons finding  bills  to  an  immense  amount,  drawt. 
upon  that  body  by  their  servants  abroad,  and 
knowing  their  circumstances  to  be  exceedingly 
doubtful,  came  to  a  resolution  providently  cau- 
tioning the  lords  ofthe  treasury  against  the  ac- 
ceptance of  these  bills,  until  the  house  should 
otherwise  direcL     The  coiut  lords  then  took 
occasion  to  declare  against  the  resolution  as 
illegal,  by  the  commons  undertaking  to  direo 
in  the  execution  of  a  trust  created  by  act  of  par- 
liament.   The  house  justiv  alarmed  at  this  re 
solution,  which  went  to  the  destruction  of  the 
whole  of  its  superintending  capacity,  and  par- 
ticularly in  matters  rclstive  to  its  f»wn  provmcc 
of  money,  directed  a  committee  to  search  the 
journals,  and  they  found  a  regular  aeries  of 
precedents,  oommencing  from  the  remotest  of 
those  records,  and  carried  on  to  that  day,  faf 
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Fearing,  (roui  Uicso  e.xtsaordinary  admoni-  by  the  same  eflfecta  which  it  has  ever  pnn 
tioos,  and  from  the  new  doctrines,  which  seem  duced,  during  the  hi^py  and  glorious  reigns 
to  have  dictated  several  unusual  expressions,  of  his  majesty's  royal  progenitors ;  not  doiwtp 
that  his  majesty  has  been  abused  by  false  re-  in^but  that,  in  all  those  points,  wo  sliall  be 
presentations  of  tlio  late  proceedings  in  par-  considered  as  a  counsel  of  wisdom  and  weight 
liament,  we  think  it  our  duty  respectfully  to  to  advise,  and  not  merely  as  an  accuser  of  oom- 
inibnn  his  majesty,  that  no  attempt  whatever  petence  to  Criminate. *      This  house  claims 
has  been  made  against  his  la>\ful  prerogatives,  both  capacities ;  and  we  trust  we  shall  be  left 
or  against  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  to  our  free  discretion  which  of  them  we  shall 
peers,  by  the  late  house  of  commons,  in  any  employ  as  best  calculated  for  his  majesty's, 
<^  their  addresses,  votes,  or  resolutions :  nei-  and  the  national  service.-rWhenevcr  we  shall 
ther  do  we  know  of  any  proceeding  by  bill,  in  see  it  expedient  to  offer  our  advice  concerning 
which  it  was  proposed  to  abridge  the  extent  his  majesty^s  servants,  who  are  those  of  the 
of  his  royal  prerogative :  but,  if  such  provision  public,  we  conBdently  hope,  that  the  personal 
had  existed  in  any  bill,  we  protest,  and  we  de-  favour  of  any  minister,  or  any  set  of  ministers, 
dare,  against  all  speeches,  acts  or  addresses,  will  not  be  more  dear  to  his  majesty,  than  the 
from  any  persons  whatsoever,  which  have  a  credit  and  character  of  a  house  of  commons, 
tendency  to  consider  such  bills,  or  the  persons  It  is  an  experiment  full  of  peril  to  put  the  repre- 
roncerncd  in  them,  as  just  objects  of  any  kind  sentative  wisdom  and  justice  of  his  majesty's 
of  censure   and  punishment  from  the  tlirone.  people  in  the  wrong ;  it  is  a  crooked  and  despe- 
Necessary  reformations  may  hereafter  require,  rate  design,  leading  to  mischief,  the  extent  of 
as  they  have  frequently  done  in  former  times,  which  no  human  wisdom  can  foresee,  to  at- 
limitations  and  abridgements,  and  in  some  tempt  to  form  a  prerc^tivo  party  in  the  na* 
cases  an  entire  extinction  of  some  branch  of  tion,  to  be  resorted  to  as  occasion  shall  require, 
prerogative.    If  bills  should  be  improper  in  the  in  derogation  from  the  authority  of  the  corn- 
form  in  which  they  appear  in  the  house  where  mons  of  Great  Britain  in  parliament  asscmUed: 
they  originate,  they  are  liable,  by  the  wisdom  it  is  a  contrivance  full  of  danger,  for  ministers 
of  this  constitution,  to  bo  corrected,  and  even  to  set  up  the  representative  and  constituent 
to  be  totally  set  aside,  elsewhere.      This  is  bodies  of  the  commons  of  this  kingdom  as  two 
'the  known,  the  legal,  and  the  safe  remedy :  separate  and  distinct  powers,  formed  to  coun- 
but  whatever,  by  the  manifestation  of  the  royal  tcrpoise  each  other,  leaving  the  preference  in 
displeasure,   tends    to    intimidate    individual  the  hands  of  secret  advisers  of  tlic  crown*     ^ 
members  from  proposing,  or  this  house  from  such  a  situation  of  thh>gs,  these  adVisen, 
receiving,  debating,  and  passing  bills,  tends  to  taking  advantage  of  the  ditferoorrs  which  may 
prevent  even  the  beginning  of  every  rcforma-  accidentally  arise,  or  may  |nirpo»^/  *-•  iw- 
tion  in  the  state ;  and  utterly  destroys  the  do-  mented  between  them,  will  nave  ':\  in  tf;eir 
liberative  capacity  of  parliament. — We  there-  choice  to  resort  to  the  one  or  the  o^er,  as  tiAy 
fore  claim,  demand,  and  insist  upon  it,  as  our  best  suit  the  purposes  of  their  sinister  ambtvl^n. 
undoubted   right,  that   no   persons   shall  be  By  exciting  an  emulation  and  contest  bet-:  sen 
deemed  proper  objects  of  animadversion  by  tho  the  representative  and  tlie  constituent  bodies, 
crovm,  in  any  mode  whatever,  for  the  votes  as  parties  contending  for  credit  and  influence 
which  they  give,  or  the  propositions  which  at  the  throne,  sacrifices  will  bo  made  by  both ; 
they  make,  in  parliament.  and  the  whole  can  end  in  nothing  else  than  the 
We  humbly  conceive,  that  besides  its  share  destruction  of  the  dearest  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  legislative  power,  and  its  right  of  im-  of  the  nation.    If  there  must  be  another  mode 
peachment,  that  by  the  law  and  usage  of  par-  of  conveying  the  collective  sense  of  the  people 
liament,  this    house    has  other  powers  and  to  the  throne  than  that  by  the  house  of  coro- 
capacities,  which  it  is  bound   to   maintain,  mons,  it  ought  to  be  fixed  and  defined,  and  its 
This  house  is  assured,  that  our  humble  advice  authority  ought  to  be  settled:   it  ought  not 
in  the  exercise  of  prerogative  will  bo  heard  to  exist  in  so  precarious  and   dependent  a 
with  the  same  attention  with  which  it  has  ever  state   as  that   ministers  should    have  it   in 
been  regarded ;   and  that  it  will  be  followed  tlieir  power,  at  their  own  mere  pleasure,  to 

whkh  it  appeared,  that  the  house  interfered  by  ♦  "  1  observe  at  the  same  thne,  that  there  is 

an  authoritaiive  advice  and  admoniiion,  upon  vo  charge  or  complaint  suggested  against  my 
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acknowledge  it  with  respect,  or  to  reject  it  ihrink  6tmi  every  service,  which,  howevei 

with  scorn.  necessary,  is  of  a  great  and  arduoui  nature , 

It  is  the  undoubted  prerogative  of  the  crown  or  that,  willing  to  provide  for  the  public  neees- 
to  dissolve  parliament ;  but  we  beg  leaVe  to  sities,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  secure  tht 
lay  before  his  majesty,  that  it  is,  of  all  the  means  of  performing  that  task,  they  will  es« 
trusts  vested  in  his  majesty,  the  most  critical  change  independence  for  protecti(m,  and  wiD 
and  delicate,  and  that  in  whidi  this  house  has  court  a  subservient  existence  through  the  ftp 
the  most  reason  to  require,  not  cmly  the  good  vour  of  those  ministers  of  state,  or  those  ae* 
faith,  but  the  favour  of  the  crown.  His  com-  cret  advisers,  who  ought  themselves  to  ^tnd 
roons  are  not  always  upon  a  par  with  his  mi-  in  awe  of  the  commons  of  this  realm, 
nisters  in  an  application  to  popular  judgment :  A  house  of  commons,  respected  by  his  mi- 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  members  of  this  nisters,  is  essential  to  his  majesty's  service: 
house  to  go  to  their  election  at  the  moment  it  is  fit  that  they  should  yield  to  parliament, 
the  most  favourable  for  them.  It  is  in  the  and  not  that  parliament  shoukl  bo  new  rao- 
power  of  the  crown  to  choose  a  time  for  their  delled  until  it  is  fitted  to  their  purposes.  If 
dissolution  whilst  great  and  arduous  matters  our  authority  is  only  to  be  held  up  when  we 
of  state  and  legislation  are  depending,  which  coincide  in  opinion  with  his  majesty  sadvisetv, 
may  bo  easily  misunderstood,  and  which  can-  but  is  to  be  set  at  nougtit  the  moment  it  diflers 
not  be  f\illy  explained  before  that  misunder-  fi'om  them,  the  house  ofcommons  will  sink  into  a 
standing  may  prove  fatal  to  the  honour  that  mere  appendage  ofadministration;  and  will  lose 
belongs,  and  to  the  consideration  that  is  due,  that  independent  character  which,  inseparably 
to  members  of  parliament.  connecting  the  honour  and  reputation  with 

With  his  majesty  is  the  gifl  of  all  die  re-  the  acts  of  this  house,  enables  us  to  aiSbni  a 

wards,  the  honours,  distinctions,  favour,  and  real,  effective,  and  substantial  support  to  Ins 

graces  of  the  state;  with  his  majesty  is  the  government.    It  is  the  deference  shewn  to  our 

mitigation  of  all  the  rigours  of  the  law;  and  opinion,  when  we  dissent  from  the  servanlK 

we  rejoice  to  see  the  crown  possessed  of  tnists  of  the  crown,  which  alone  can  give  authority 

calculated  to   obtain  good-will,  and  charged  to  the  proceedings  of  this  house,  when  it  coiv 

with  duties  which  are  popular  and  pleasing,  curs  with  their  measures. 

Our  trusts  are  of  a  different  kind.    Oiu*  duties  That  authority  once  lost,  the  credit  of  h» 

are  harsh  and  invidious  in  their  nature ;  and  majcsty^s  crown  will  be  impaired  in  the  eyes 

justice  and  safety  is  all  we  can  expect  in  the  of  all  nations.    Foreign  powers,  who  may  yet 

exercise  of  them.    Wo  are  to  offer  salutary,  wish  to  revive  a  friendly  intercourse  with  this 

which  is  not  always  pleasing,  counsel :  we  are  nation,  will  look  in  vain  (or  that  hold  which  gave 

to  inquire  and  to  accusir:  and  the  objects  of  a  connection  with  Great  Britain  the  prefe- 

our  inquiry  and  charge  will  be  for  the  most  rence  to  an  alliance  with  any  other  state.    A 

part  persons  of  wealth,  power,  and  extensive  house  ofcommons,  of  whi(^  ministers  were 

connections:  we  are  to  make  rigid  laws  for  known   to  stand   in  awe,  where  every  thiag 

the  preservation  of  revenue,  which  of  ncces-  was  necessarily  discussed,  on  principles  fit  to 

sity  more  or  less  confine  some  action,  or  re-  be  openly  and  publicly  avowed,  and  wfaicb 

strain  some  function,  which  before  was  free:  could  not  be  retracted  or  varied  without  (bn- 

what  is  the  most  critical  and  invidious  of  all,  ger,  furnished  a  ground  of  confidence  in  the 

the  whole  body  of  the  public  impositions  ori-  public  faith,   which  the   engagement  of  no 

ginate  from  us,  and  the  hand  of  the  house  of  state  dependent  on  tlie  fluctuatifMi  of  personal 

commons  is  seen  and  felt  in  every  burthen  favour,  and  private  advice,  can  ever  pretend 

that  presses  on  the  people.  Whilst,  ultimately,  to.    If  faith  with  the  house  of  commcnsi  th« 

we  arc  serving  them,  and  in  the  first  instance  grand  security  for  the  national  faith  itselfl  can 

whilst  we  are  serving  his  majesty,  it  will  be  be  broken  with  impunity,  a  wound  is  giveo  lr 

hard,  indeed,  if  we  should  see  a  house  of  com-  the  political  importance  of  Great  Britain,  which 

mons  the  victim  of  its  zeal  and  fidelity,  sacri-  will  not  easily  be  healed, 

ficed  by  his  ministers  to  those  very  popular  That  there  was  a  great  variance  betwe«i 

discontents  which  shall  be  excited  by  our  du-  the  late  house  of  commons  and  certain  per> 

tiful  endeavours  for  the  security  and  greatness  sons,  whom  his  majesty  has  been  advised  to 

of  his  throne.    No  other  consequence  can  re-  make  and  continue  as  ministers,  in  defiance 

suit  from  such  an  example,  but  that,  in  future,  of  tho  advice  of  that  house,  is  notorious  to  the 

tlie  house  ofcommons,  consulting  its  safety  at  world.    That  house  did  not  confide  in  those 

llie  expense  of  its  duties,  and  suffering  tlie  ministers;  and  they  withheld  their  confidence 

-vhde  energy  of  the  state  to  be  relaxed,  will  from  them  for  reasons  for  which  posterity  wiH 


SPEECH  FROM  THE  THBONE.                              971 

and  respect  Uio  names  of  those  who  tending  to  shako  the  yuty  foundation  of  the 

ooonoeed  that  house  of  commons,    distin-  authority  of  the  house   of  peers ;  etui  they 

gained  for  its  indcffriidcnce.     They  could  branded  it  as  such  by  their  resolutii^i. 

BoC confide  in  porsom:  >n-bo  have  shewn  adis»  .The  house  had  not  sufficient  cvuJence  to 

potttion  to  dark  and  dangerous  intrigues.    By  enable  them  legally  to  punish  this  practice, 

diete  intrigues  th*)/  have  weakened,  if  not  but  they  had  enough  to  caution  them  dc^f  tnst 

•Mlroyed,  the  cIpat  assurance  which  his  ma-  all  confidence  in  the  authors  and  abettois  of 

jesly's  pcopi*;,  and  which  all  nations  ought  to  it.    They  performed  their  duty  in  humbly  ad- 

htve,  of  what  are,  and  what  are  no*,  the  real  vising  hb  majesty  against  the  employment  of 

•Cli  of  hix  govermnent.  such  ministers;  but  his  majesty  was  advised 

If  it  should  be  seen  that  his  ministers  may  to  keep  those  ministers,  and  to  dissolve  that 

oonCinue  in  their  offices,  without  any  signifi*  paiiiament.    The  house,  aware  of  the  impor- 

titioa  to  them  of  his  majesty's  displeasure  at  tance  and  urgency  of  its  duty  with  regard  to 

•ay  of  their  measures,  whilst  persons  conside-  the  A^tish  interests  in  India,  which  were  and 

rable  for  their  rank,  and  known  to  have  had  are  in  the  utmost  disorder,  and  in  the  utmost 

lecess  to  his  majesty's  sacred  person,  can  peril,  most  humbly  requested  his  majesty  not 

wiA  impunity  abuse  that  advantage,  and  em-  to  dissolve  the  parliament  during  the  course 

iii>3r  his  majesty's  name  to  disavow  and  coun-  of  their  very  critical  proceedings  on  that  sub- 

lM«ct  the  proceedings  of  his  official  servants,  ject    His  majesty's  gracious  condescension 

lottiing  but  distrust,  discord,  debility,  con-  to  that  request  was  conveyed  in  the  royal  faith, 

pt  of  all  authority,  and  general  confusion,  pledged  to  a  house  ofparliament,  and  solemnly 

prevail  in  his  government.  delivered  from  the  throne.    It  was  but  a  very 


This  we  la}  before  his  majesty,  with  hu  few  day^  aAer  a  committee  had  been,  with  the 

■iltly  and  concern,  as  the  inevitable  efiect  consent  and  concurrence  cl[  the  chancellor  of 

if  a  spirit  of  intrigue  in  his  executive  govern  •  exchequer,  appointed  for  an  inquiry  into  cer- 

It ;  an  evil  which  we  have  but  too  much  tain  accounts  delivered  to  the  house  by  the 


tu  be  persuaded  exists  and  increases,  court  of  directors,  and  then  actually  engaged 
During  the  course  of  the  last  session  it  broke  in  that  inquiry,  that  the  ministers,  regardless 
Mrt  in  a  manner  the  most  alarming.  This  of  the  assurance  given  from  the  crown  to  a 
ml  was  infinitely  aggravated  by  the  unautho-  house  of  commons,  did  dissolve  that  parlia^ 
riaed,  but  not  disavowed  use  which  has  been  ment.  We  roost  humbly  submit  to  his  majes- 
nade  of  his  majesty's  name,  for  the  purpose  ty's  consideration  the  consequences  of  this 
if  die  most  unconstitutional,  corrupt,  and  dis-  their  breach  of  public  faith. 
Inoourable  influenco  on  the  minds  of  the  mem-  Whilst  the  members  of  the  house  of  com- 
bats ofparliament,  that  ever  was  practised  in  mons,  under  that  security,  were  engaged  in  his 
Ada  kingdom.  No  attention,  even  to  the  ex-  majesty's  and  the  national  business,  endeavours 
torioar  decorum,  in  the  practice  of  corruption,  were  industriously  used  to  calumniate  those 
lod  intimidation  employed  on  peers,  was  whom  it  was  found  impracticable  to  corrupt, 
obaenred :  several  peers  were  obliged  under  The  reputation  of  the  members,  and  the  repu- 
Bwnaces  to  retracf  their  declarations,  and  to  tation  of  the  house  itself,  was  undermine!  in 
recall  their  proxies.  every  part  of  the  kingdom. 

The  commons  have  the  deepest  interest  in  In  the  speech  from  the  throne  relative  to 

ihe  purity  and  integrity  of  the  peerage.    The  India,  we  are  cautioned  by  the  ministers, 

peers  dispose  of  all  the  property  in  the  king-  **  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  efiect  any  measures 

ooaa,  in  the  last  resort ;  and  tlicy  dispose  of  it  may  have  on  the  constitution  of  our  OTUiitry." 

OB  Iheir  honour  and  not  on  their  oaths,  as  all  We  are  apprehensive  that  a  calumnious  irport 

die  members  o€  every  other  tribunal  in  the  spread  abroad  of  an  attack  upon  hU  roajea^y's 

kiagdom  must  do ;  though   in  them  the  pro-  prerogative  by  the  late  house  of  comnv'cn,  may 

eeeding  is  not  conclusive.    We  have,  there-  have  made  an  impression  on  his  royal  mind, 

fiire,  a  right  to  demand  that  no  application  and  have  given  occasion  to  this  unusual  admo- 

Aal  be  made  to  peers  of  such  a  nature  as  nition  to  the  present.    This  attack  is  charged 

any  give  room  to  call  in  question,  much  less  to  have  been  made  in  the  late  parliament,  by  a 

to  attaint,  our  sole  security  for  all  that  we  bill  whkh  passed  the  house  of  commons  in  thti 

aoHess.    1  his  corrupt  proceeding  appeared  late  session  of  that  parliament,  for  the  regula 

to  the  bouse  of  commons,  who  are  the  natural  tion  of  the  affairs,  for  the  preservation  of  the 

goardians  of  the  purity  of  parliament,  and  of  commerce,   and   for  the  amendment   of  the 

tlw  purity  of  every  branch  of  judicature,  a  govcmQicntof  this  nation,  in  the  East  Indies. 

reprehensible  and  dangerous  practke,  That  bis  majesty  and  his  people  may  have 
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tB  ofiportunity  of  entering  into  the  groond  of  prorided  for  their  government  according  to  ill 

this  injunous  charge,  we  beg  leave  humbly  to  dijcretioo,  and  to  itg  opinion  of  what  was  re> 

acquaint  his  majesty,  that,  hr  from  having  quired  by  the  public  neceositiea.    We  do  not 

■Mde  any  infringement  whatsoerer  on  any  part  Imow  that  his  majesty  was  entitled,  by  pr»- 

of  his  royal  prerogative,  that  bill  did,  for  a  rogative,  to  exercise   any  act   of  audtcri^ 

limited  time,  giv^  to   his  majesty   certain  whatsoever  in  the  company's  affairs,  or  that  in 

powers  never  before  possessed  by  the  crown ;  effect,  such  authority  has  ever  been  ezerciaee 

and  for  this  his  present  ministers  (who,  rather  His  majesty's  patronage  was  not  taken  awa} 

than  fall  short  in  the  number  of  their  «alum-  by  that  bill ;  because  it  is  notorious  that  his 

nies,  employ  some  that  are  contradictory)  have  majesty  never  originally  had  the  appointment 

■landered  this  house,  as  aiming  at  the  ezten-  of  a  single  officer,  civil  or  military,  in  tlu 

•ion  of  an  unconstitutional  iniSuence  in  his  company's  establishment  in  India ;  nor  has  the 

majesty's  crown.    This  pretended  attempt  to  least  degree  of  patronage  ever  been  acquired  tc 

increase  the  influence  of  the  crown,  they  were  the  crown  in  any  other  manner  or  measure, 

weak  enough  to  endeavour  to  persuade  his  than  as  the  power  was  thought  expedient  to  bt* 

majesty's  people  was  among  the  causes  which  granted  by  act  of  parliament ;  that  is,  by  the 

excited  his  majesty's  resentment  against  his  very  same  authority  by  whidi  tho  offi<^  wen 

late  ministers.  disposed  of  and  regulated  in  the  bUl,  which 

Further,  to  remove  the  impressions  of  this  his  majesty's  servants  have  falsely  and  inju 

calumny  concerning  an  attero;^  in  the  house  of  riously  represented  as  infringing  upon  the  pn^ 

commons  against  his  prerogative,  it  is  proper  rogative  of  the  crown. 

to  inform  his  majesty,  that  the  territorial  pos-         Before  the  year  1773  the  whole  administra- 

•easions  hi  the  East  Indies  never  have  been  tion  of  India,  and  the  whole  patronage  to  officr 

declared,  by  any  public  judgment,  act,  or  in-  there,  was  in  the  hands  of  the  East  Indis 

stniment,  or  any  resolution  of  paiiiament  what-  company.    The  East  India  company  is  not  t 

soever,  to  be  tho  subject  matter  of  his  majesty's  branch  of  his  majesty's  prerogative  adminia- 

prerogative ;  nor  have  they  ever  been  under-  tration,  nor  does  that  body  exercise  any  spe* 

stood  as  belonging  to  his  ordinary  administra-  cies  of  authority  under  it,  nor  indeed  Dtxn 

tion,  or  to  be  annexed  or  united  to  his  crown ;  British  title,  that  does  not  derive  all  its 

but  that  they  are  acquisitions  of  a  new  and  pe-  validity  from  acts  of  parliament, 
culiar   description,*  unknown  to  the  ancient         When  a  claim  was  asserted  to  the 

executive  constitution  of  this  country.  territorial  possessions  in  the  occupation  of 

From  time  to  time,  therefore,  parliament  company,  these  possessions  were  not  daimec^ 

as  parcel  of  his  majesty's  patrimonial  estate - 

•  The  territorial  possessions  in  the  East  Indies  or  as  a  fruit  of  the  ancient  inheritance  of  hi^ 

were  acquired  to  the  company,  In  virtue  of  crown.    They  were  claimed  for  the  pcMiC' 

grants  from  the  Great  Mogul,  in  the  nature  of  ^nd  when  agreements  were  made   with  the 

offices  and  jurisdictions,  to  be  held  under  him.  -c    .  r   i-  -^  «»       •  ^  !•*•««    T*itu  uiw 

and  dependent  upon  hia  crown ;  with  the  express  ^"^  "»^»^  company  conccmmg  any  composk- 

eonditinn  of  being  obedient  to  orders  from  hit  tion  for  the  holding,  or  any  participation  of  die 

court,  and  of  paying  an  annual  tribute  to  hi»  profits  of  those  territoriesf  the  agreement  was 

^^T^^'  J'  '*  ^''''U^Y^  °«  obedience  is  yielded  ^^^  with  the  public,  and  the  preambles  of  the 
to  these  orders ;  and  for  some  time  past  there  i      .    l   ^       -l      ,        *^^^^    J^. 

has  been  no  payment  made  of  this  tribute.    But  several  acts  have  uniformly  so  stated  it.   These 

it  is  under  a  grant,  so  conditioned,  that  they  still  agreements  were  not  made  (even  nominally) 

hold.    To  subject  the  king  of  Great  Britain  as  with  his  majesty,  but  with  parliament ;  and  tho 

tributary  to  a  foreign  power,  by  the  acts  of  his  byjg  joakiaz  and  eslablishinir  such  azreements 
subjects— to  suppose  the  gmnt  valid,  and  yet  the       ,      "«*^".'S  »""  csiouiwmiig  sucn  agreemeius 

condition  void— lo  suppose  it  good  for  the  king,  «^ys  origmated  m  this  house,  which  appro- 

and  insufCciont  for  the  company— to  suppose  it  priated  tlie  money  to  await  the  disposition  of 

an  interest  divisible  between  the  nanies  j— these  parliament,  without  the  ceremony  of  previoos 

are  some  few  of  the  many  les^al  difficulties  to  be  -,«„.«„,  f,«™  .u„  «^..^  ^„ ^  _     u 

surmounted,  before  the  common  law  of  England  consent  from  the  crown  even  so  much  as  sug- 

can  acknowledge  the   East   India   company's  gested  by  any  of  his  mmisters;  which  previous 

Asiatic  affairs  to  be  a  subject  matter  of  jprero^a*  consent  is   an    observance   of  decorum,  not 

tow,  80  as  to  bring  it  within  the  verge  ol  English  indeed  of  strict  right,  but  generally  pakl  when 

jurisprudence.  It  is  a  very  anomalous  species  of  .  «„„  «.v.»-^«  :  .•      *  i        i        .  ^ '^        J    , 

power  and  property  which  is  held  by  the  East  t        *PP"^P"*^^°"  ^"^  ?^^  m  any  part  of 

India  company.    Our  English  prerogative  law  »>»*  majesty  s  prerogative  revenues. 


does  not  furnish  principles,  much  less  prece- 
deniSy  by  which  it  can  be  defined  or  adjusted. 


_    ^,     -^       .  .      .  ,         ^  '  placed,  can  adjust  this  new  intricate  mattei 

Noining  but  the  eminent  dominion  of  parlia-  Parliament  may  act  wisely  or  unwisely,  jiMtly 

mem  over  every  British  subject  in  every  con-  or  unjustly  ;  »>ut  parliament  alone  is  compettot 

eem,  and  in  every  circumstance  in  which  he  is  to  it 
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(n  pnnuance  of  a  right  thuj  uniformly  power,  but  the  romoyal  of  an  old  power,  long 

'«oogii»ed,  and   uniformly  acted   on,  when  since  created,  and  tlicn  existing,   from  the 

Darliament  undertook  the  reformation  of  the  management  of  those  persons  who  had  mani- 

East  India  company  in  1773,  a  commission  festly  and  dangerously  abased  their  trust.  This 

was  ^pointed  as  tho  commission  in  tlio  late  house,  which  well  knows  the  parliamentary 

hill  was  appointed ;  and  it  was  made  to  continue  origin  of  all  the  company *s  powers  and  privi* 

tor  a  term  of  years,  as  the  commission  in  tho  leges,  and  is  not  ignorant  or  negligent  of  the 

late  bill  was  to  continue ;  all  the  commissioners  authority  which  may  vest  those  powers  and 

if«re  named  in  parliament,  as  in  the  late  bill  privileges  in  others,  if  justice  and  the  public 

dMj  were  named.    As  they  received,  so  they  safety  so  require,  is  conscious  to  itself,  that  it 

fteld  their  offices,  wholly  independent  of  the  no  more  creates  a  now  order  in  the  state,  by 

crown ;  they  held  them  for  a  fixed  term  ;  they  making  occasional  trustees  for  the  direction  of 

were  not  removable  by  an  address  of  either  the  company,  than  it  originally  did  in  giving  a 

house f  or  even  of  both  houses  (^parliament,  a  much  more  permanent  trust  to  the  directors,  or 

nrecaution  observed  in  the  late  bill,  relative  to  the  general  court  of  that  body.    The  mono* 

Id  tho  commissioners  proposed  therein ;  nor  poly  of  the  East  India  cora{>any  vras  a  dero- 

Were  they  bound  by  tlie  strict  rules  of  pro-  gation  from  the  general  fireeidom  of  trade  be- 

ea«ling  which  regulated  and  restrained  the  late  longing  to  his  majesty's  people.    The  powers 

Bommissioners  against  all  possible  abuse  of  a  of  government,  and  oTpeaco  and  war,  are  parts 

power  which  could  not  fail  of  being  diligently  of  prerogative  of  the  hi^est  (Xtier.     Of  our 

mad  zealously  watched  by  the  ministers  of  the  competence  to  restrain  the  rights  of  all  his 

crown,  and  (ho  proprietors  of  the  stock,  as  well  bubjects  by  act  of  parliament,  and  to  vest  those 

■a    by  parliament.    Their  proceedings  were,  high  and  eminent  prerogatives  even  in  a  par- 

in  that  bill,  directed  to  be  of  such  a  nature  as  ticular  company  of  merchants,  there  has  been 

easily  to  subject  them  to  the  Arictest  revision  no  question.     We  beg  leave  most  humbly  to 

of  both,  in  case  of  any  malversation.  claim  as  our  right,  and  as  a  right  which  xh'is 

In  the  year  1780,  an  act  of  parliament  again  house  has  always  used,  to  frame  such  bills,  fc 

nade  provision  for  the  government  ci  those  the  regulation  of  that  commerce,  and  of  the  ter- 

tarritories  for  another  four  years,  without  any  ritories  held  by  the  East  India  company,  and 

flort  of  reference  to  prerogative ;  nor  was  tho  every  thing  relating  to  them,  as  to  our  discre- 

laast  objection  taken  at  the  second,  more  than  tion  shall  seem  fit:  and  we  assert  and  maintain, 

at  the  first  of  those  periods,  as  if  an  infringe-  that  therein  we  follow,  and  do  not  innovate  on 

ment  had  been  made  upon  the  rights  of  the  the  constitution. 

crown ;   yet    his    majesty's   ministers    have  That  his  majesty's  ministers,  misled  by 

thought  fit  to  represent  tho  late  commission  as  their  ambition,  have  endeavoured,  if  possible, 

an  entire  innovation  on  the  constitution,  and  to  form  a  facticm  in  the  country  against  the 

the  setting  up  a  new  order  and  estate  in  the  popular  part  of  the  constitution ;   and   have 

aation,  tending  to  the  subversion  of  the  mo-  therefore  thought  proper  to  add  to  their  dan- 

aarcfay  itself.  derous  accusation  ac^inst  a  house  of  parUa- 

If  tlie  government  of  tho  East  Indies,  other  ment,  relative  to  his  majesty's  prerogative, 
lian  by  his  majesty's  prerogative,  be,  in  effect,  a  another  of  a  different  nature,  calculated  for 
Imrthorder  in  the  conun^nwealth,  this  order  has  the  purpose  of  raising  fears  and  jealousies 
long  existed ;  because  tho  East  India  company  among  the  corporate  bodies  of  tlie  kingdom,  and 
has  for  many  years  enjoyed  it  in  the  fullest  of  persuading  uninformed  persons  belonging  to 
aartMit,  and  does  at  this  day  enjoy  the  whole  thcee  corporations  to  look  to,  and  to  make  ad- 
administration  of  those  provinces,  and  tho  dresses  to  them  as  protectors  of  their  rights, 
latronage  to  ofE^es  throughout  that  great  em-  under  their  several  charters,  from  the  designs 
aire,  except  as  it  is  controuled  by  act  of  par-  which  tliey,  without  any  ground,  charged  the 
lament.  then  house  of  commons  to  have  formed  against 

It  was  tho  ill-condition,  and  ill-administra-  cheaters  in  general.     For  tliis  purpose  they 

tioD  of  the  company's  affairs,  which  induced  have  not  scrupled  to  assert,  that  the  exertion 

Ihia  house  (merely  as  a  temporary  establish-  of  his  majesty's  prerogative  in  the  late  preci- 

OMnt)  to  vest  the  same  powers  which  the  con>-  pitate  change  in  his  administration,  and  the 

Ey  did  before  possess,  (and  no  other,)  for  a  dissolution  of  the  kte  parliament,  were  mear 

ited  time,  and  under  very  strict  directions,  sures  adopted  in  order  to  rescue  the  people  and 

ia*  proper  hands,  until  they  could  bo  restored,  their  rights  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Imhiso  of 

or  ibrther  provision  made  concerning  them,  commons,  their  representatives. 

h  waa  therefore  no  creation  whatever  of  a  new  We  trust  that  hu  majesty's  subjects  are  noi 
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ret  80  &r  deiuoed  as  to  believe  that  the  char-  Bbt  the  late  houae  of  oommoos  in  paasing  thai 

ten,  or  that  any  other  of  their  local  or  general  bill,  made  no  attack  upoo  any  powen  or  pmi- 

privileges  can  have  a  solid  security  in  any  leges,  except  such  as  a  boose  of  r<amiw  has 

place  but  where  that  security  has  always  been  frequently  attadced,  and  will  attadc,  (aod  tbsj 

looked  for,  and  always  found,  in  the  house  of  trust,  in  the  end,  with  their  wtnted  soeoesB,} 

"oommoDs.     Miserable  and  precarious  indeed  that  is,  upon  those  which  are  cormpdy  and 

would  be  the  state  of  their  (ranchuies,  if  they  oppressively  administered ;  and  this  boose  dt 

were  to  find  no  defence  but  from  that  quarter  faithfully  assure  his  majesty,  that  we  will  coi^ 

from  whence  they  have  always  been  attacked."^  rect,  and,  if  necessary  for  the  purpoae,  as  fu 

*  The  attempc  upon  charters  and  the  privi>  Strict  law  is  by  no  means  such  a  friend  to  lbs 

leges  of  the  corporaie  bfKiieB  of  the  kingdom  in  rights  of  the  subject,  as  they  have  been  taoght 

the  reigns  of  Charles  the  Second,  ana  James  to  believe.    They  who  have  been  most  conver 

the  Second,  was  made  by  the  crown.    It  was  sant  in  (his  kind  of  learning,  will  be  most  sen* 

carried  on  by  the  ordinary  course  of  law,  in  sibleofthe  danger  of  submitting  corpcMrateriglHs 

courts  instituted  for  the  securitv  of  the  property  of  high  political  importance  to  these  subordinate 

and  franchises  of  the  people.  This  attempt  made  tribunals.    The  general  heads  of  law  on  th 

by  the  creicn,  was  attended  with  complete  sue*  subject  sre  vulgar  and  trivial.    On  them  ihei 

cess.    The  corporate  rights  of  the  city  of  Lon-  is  not  much  question.    But  it  is  far  from  easy 

don,  and  of  all  the  companies  it  contains,  were  determine  whatsDecial  acts,  or  what  epedafkueg 

by  solemn  judgment  of  law  declared  forfeited,  lect  of  action,  shall  subject  corporations  to  i 

and  all  their  franchises,  privileges,  properties  forfeiture.    There  is  so  much  laxity  in  this  doc 

and  estates,  were  of  course  seized  into  the  hands  trine,  that  great  room  is  left  for  favour  or  preju 


of  the  eroton.    The  injury  was  from  the  crown ;  dice,  which  might  give  to  the  crown  an 

the  redress  was  by  parliament.      A  bill  was  dominion  over  those  corporations.   On  the 

Drought  into  the  houte  of  common;  by  which  hand,  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  every  subor— '  " 

the  judgment  against  the  city  or  Londion,  and  dinate  corporate  right  ought  to  be  subject 

against  the  companies,  was  reversed  *,  and  this  controul ;  to  su^riour  direction  ;   and  even 

oill  passed  the  house  of  lords  without  any  com-  forfeiture  upon  just  cause.    In  this  reason 

plaint  of  trespass  on  their  jurisdiction,  although  law  agree.    In  everyjud^ent  given  on  acor- 

(he  bill  was  for  a  reversal  of  a  judgment  in  law.  porate  right  of  great  political  importance,  the 

By  this  art,  which  is  in  tty:  second  of  William  policy  and  prudence  make  no  small  pan  ik  ths 

and  Mary,  chap.  8,  the  question  of  forfeiture  of  question.    To  these  considerstions  a  court  < ' 

that  charter  is  for  ever  taken  out  of  the  power  law  is  not  competent ;  and  indeed  an  attempt 

nf  any  court  of  law.     No  cognizance  can  be  the  least  intermixture  of  such  ideas  with  ch« 

taken  of  it  except  in  parliament.  matter  of  law,  could  have  no  other  effect,  tt 

Although  the  act  above-mentioned  has  de-  wholly  to  corrupt  the  judicial  character  of  i 

dared  the  judgment  against  the  corporation  of  court,  in  which  such  a  cause  should  come 

London  to  be  illegal ;  yet  Biackstone  makes  no  be  tried.    It  is  besides  to  be  remarked,  that, 

scruple  of  asserting,  that  **  perhaps  in  strict-  in  virtue  of  a  legal  process,  a  forfeiture  shouk# 

ness  of  law,  the  proceedlni^a  in  most  of  them  be  adjudged,  the  court  of  law  has  no  rawer  ti^ 

[the  Q,uo  Warranto  causes]  were  sufficiently  modify  or  mitigate.    The  whole  franchise  Is  aa-— 

regular,'*  leaving  it  in  doubt,  whether  this  regu-  nihilated,  and  the  corporate  property  eoes  \niun 

larity  did  not  apply  to  the  corporation  of  London,  the.hands  of  the  crown.  They  who  hold  the  nevr 

as  well  as  to  any  of  the  rest ;  and  he  seems  to  doctrines  concerning  the  power  of  the  houaa  oif 

blamo  the  proceeding  (as  most  blamcabie  it  was)  commons,  ought  well  to  consider  in  such  a  case 

not  so  much  on  account  of  illegality,  as  fur  the  by  what  means  the  corporate  rights  could  be  re> 

crown's  having  employed  a  legal  proceeding  for  vived,  or  the  property  could  be  recovered  out  of 

political  purposes.    He  calls  it  *'  an  exertion  of  the  hands  of  the  crown.   But  parliament  can  do, 

an  act  of  law  for  the  purposes  of  the  state.'*  what  the  courts  neither  can  uo  nor  ougltfl  to  at* 

The  same  security  which  was  given  to  the  tempt.  Parliament  is  competent  to  give  due 
city  of  London,  would  have  been  extended  to  all  weis^ht  to  all  political  considerations.  It  tavf 
the  corporations,  if  the  house  of  commons  could  mo<lify  ;  it  may  mitigate;  and  It  may  render 
have  prevailed.  But  the  bill  for  that  purpose  perfectly  secure,  all  that  it  does  not  think  fit  tn 
passea  but  ty  a  majority  of  one  in  the  lords ;  take  away.  It  is  not  likely  that  parliament  will 
and  it  was  entirely  lost  by  a  prorogation,  which  ever  draw  to  itself  the  cognizance  of  quaatiMis 
is  the  act  of  the  crown.  Small,  indeed,  was  the  concerning  ordinary  corporations,  Ikrtner  thaa 
security  which  the  corporation  of  London  en-  to  protect  them  in  case  auempts  are  made  to  in- 
joyed,  before  the  act  of  William  and  Mary,  duce  a  forfeiture  of  their  franchises, 
and  which  all  the  other  corporations  secured  The  case  of  the  East  India  company  Is  dif 
by  no  statute,  enjoy  at  this  hour,  if  strict  law  ferent  even  from  that  of  the  greatest  of  these 
was  employed  against  them.  The  use  of  corporations.  No  monopoly  of  trade,  beyond 
strict  law  has  always  been  rendered  very  deli-  their  own  limits,  is  vested  in  the  corporaie  body 
cate  by  the  same  means,  by  which  the  almost  of  any  town  or  city  in  the  kingdom.  Even 
unmeasured  legal  powers  residing  (and  in  many  within  these  limits  the  monopoly  is  not  genersL 
Instances  dangerously  residing)  in  the  crown.  The  company  has  the  monopoly  of  the  trade  ^ 
are  kept  within  due  bounds;  I  mean,  that  strong  half  the  world.  The  first  corporatk>n  of  •  Che 
superintending  power  in  the  house  of  commons,  kingdom,  has  for  the  object  ot  its  jurisdiction 
which  inconsiderate  people  have  been  prevailed  only  a  few  matters  of  subordinate  police.  The 
on  to  condemn  as  trenching  on  prerogative.  East  India  company  governs  an  em(rfre  throafh 
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ite  ^  lift  li«8,  will  wholly  destroy  every  tpe-  of  parUaroent.    That  bill,  ao  Uur  from  con^ 

de«  of  power  and  authority  exercised  by  Bri-  eating  the  company's  property,  was  the  only 

liah  subjects  to  the  oppression,  wrong,  and  ooe  which,  ibr  several  years  past,  did  not,  in 

deCriment  of  the  people,  and  to  the  impoverish-  aome  shape  or  other,  i^ect  their  property,  or 

Bent  and  desolation  of  the  countries  subject  restrain  them  in  the  disposition  of  it. 

to  iL  It  is  proper  that  his  majesty  and  all  hia 

The  propagators  of  the  calumnies  against  people  should  be  informed,  that  the  house  of 

dm  house  of  parliament  have  been  indeik-  commons  have  proceeded,  with  regard  to  the 

tjgable  in  exaggerating  the  supposed  injury  East  India  company,  with  a  degree  of  care, 

doBe  to  the  East  India  company  by  the  sus-  cirq|mq>ectioaB,  and  deliberation,  which  has  not 

puBsiau  of  the  authorities  which  they  have,  in  been  equalled  in  the  history  qI[  parliamentary 

avMy  instance,  abused ;  as  if  power  had  been  proceedings.    For  sixteen  years  the  sta^  and 

Vrs^ed,  by  wrong  and  violence,  from  just  and  condition  of  that  body  has  never  been  whoUy 

IMrudent  h^ids ;  but  they  have,  with  equal  care,  out  of  their  view :  in  the  year  1767,  the  house 

eoBcealed  the  weighty  grounds  and  reasons  on  took  those  objects  into  consideration,  in  a  com* 

tiiiich  that  house  had  adopted  the  most  mode-  mittee  of  the  whole  house.:  the  business  was 

nte  of  all  possible  expedients  for  rescuing  the  pursued  in  the  following  year :  in  the  year 

litives  of  India  from  opiN'escion,   and   for  1772,  two  committees  wen  af^inted  for  the 

9ming  the  interest  of  the  rc«l  and  honest  pro-  Mune  purpose,  which  examined  into  their  afiaira 

priators  of  iheir  stock,  as  well  as  that  great  with  much  diligence,  and  made  very  ample 

aational,  commercial  concern,  firom  imminent  rq^orts :  in  the  ye^l773,  the  proceedings  were 

IQIB.  carried  to  an  act  of  parliament,  which  proved 

The  ministers  aforesaid  have  also  caused  it  ineffectual  to  its  purpose;  the  <^pressioni  and 

lo  be  reported,  that  the  house  of  commons  have  abuses  in  India  have  since  rather  increased 

eoififlcated  the  [property  of  the  East  India  com-  than  diminished,  on  account  of  the  greatnea 

(HMiy.     It  is  the  reverse  of  truth.    The  whole  of  the  temptations  and  convenience  of  the  op- 

Baaa^ement  was  a  trust  for  the  proprietors,  portunites,  which  got  the  better  of  the  legis- 

iBder  their  own  inspection  (and  it  was  so  pro-  lative  provisions  calculated  against  ill  prao- 

ridbd  for  in  the  bill)  and  under  the  inspection  ticcs,  then  in  their  beginnings:  insomuch  that, 

in  1781,  two  committees  were  again  instituted, 

(D  ita  concerns,  and  all  its  departments,  from  who  have  made  seventeen  reports.    It  was 
ft«  lowest  office  ofaconomy  to  the  hishesi  cpun-  ^j^  ^^^^  andlaborious  cot 

:ilB  of  sute, — an  empire  to  which  Great  Britain  ,  *^.         ••«»*•"«»*«>,  ^>*^^  ■«**  Miuwriuu»  cw* 

«  iD  comparison  but  a  respectable  province,  lection  and  discussion  of  facts,  that  the  late 

I\o   leave   these   concerns  without  superiour  house  of  commons  proceeded-  in  the  reform 

Mgnixance  would  be  madness ;  to  leave  them  co  which  they  attempted  in  the  administration  of 

v«U  tf  the  whole  legislaUva  power  is  compe-  fod  means  the  must  dishonourable  to  his  mar 

baM  to  the  correction  of  abuses,  which  are  com*  jesty's  govemm^it,  and  the  most  pemicioua  to 

■Mnmrate  to  the  immensity  of  the  object  they  the  constitution  of  this  kingdom.   His  majesty 

xSi  Idea  of  an  absolute  power  has  indeed  iu  *«*  ^  »f»»'>!«  "^  .»^«  disorders  in  the  com- 

MRtNUrs  ;  but  that  objecUon  lies  lo  every  par-  P*ny  »  administration,  that  the  consideration 

itemanlary  proceeding ;  and  as  no  other  can  re.  of  that  subject  was  no  less  than  six  times  re- 

nlate  the  abases  of  such  a  charter,  ii  ia  fittest  commended  to  this  house  in  speeches  from  the 

■Mt  sovereign  authority  should  be  exercised,  throne 

"a  It  Is  most  lilcely  to  be  attended  witli  the  ^L,  '         i.     r  .u  i«  ... 

„  cllactual  correctives.    These  correciives         loe  result  of  the  parliamentary  inquines 

Ihmisbed  by  the  nature  and  course  of  par  has  been,  that  the  East  India  company  was 

liamentary  proceedings,  and  by  the  infinitely  fbund  totally  corrupted,  and  totally  perverted 

dhranifled  characters  who  compose   the  two  iv„_  ,u_  ,»,\.,wv»o»  «f  ;#-  ;».*:»..*:^1    ...l  •■ 

ZS^    In  effect  and  virtually  thJ/form  a  vast  '^.  *7  P"T»<««»  of  ito  institution,  whether 

iber,  variety,  and  succession  of  judges  and  political  or  commercial;  that  the  powers  of 

yn.  The  fulness,  the  freedom,  and  publicity  war  and  peace  given  by  the  charter  had  been 

dhKttsaion,  leaves  it  easy  to  distinguish  what  abused,  by  kindling  hostilities  in  every  quarter 

«.«  acts  of  power,  and  what  the  deterroinaUons  f__  .t.  „„!_-.„  ,»f  «.«:„«.  ,k«»  «i 1*    n  .u 

afaquky  an^reasou.    There  prejadice  corrects  ^^  T?    P"JP<*«»  of  rapine ;  that  ahnost  aU  the 

partadKe,  and  the  different  asperities  of  party  treaUes  of  peace  they  have  made,  liave  only 

jnal  micinte  and  neutralize  each  other.   Bo  far  given  cause  to  so  many  breaches  of  public  faith ; 

ipoaa  violence  being  the  general  cMiracteristlc  that  countries  once  the  most  flouriahinff  ara 

\m  gaaeral  fault  in  the  end  i«,  that  It  is  found  In-  populauon,  to  the  dmunution  of  our  strength, 

»iapleca  and  Ineffectual  and  to  the  infinite  dishooour  of  our  natiooaf 
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chftnbCtcr;  cHat  the  laws  of  this  kinploiii  tre  moment,  incurs  the  hazard  of  beoomiiig 

notorioiislyi  and  almost  in  every  instance,  de-  ious  to  its  constituents.  |  |cv« 

pised  ;  Utat  the  serrants^  of  the  company,  by        The  enemies  of  the  late  house  af 

the  purchase  of  qualifications  to  vote  in  the  resolved,  if  possible,  to  bring  on  that  cvid  opft 

genersl  court,  and,  at  length,  by  getting  the  They  therefore  endeavoured  to  misrepniHs^ 

company  itself  deeply  in  their  debt,  have  ob>  the  provident  means  adopted  by  the  Yu 

tained  die  entire  and  absolute  mastery  in  the  commons  for  keeping  off  this  invidious 

body,  by  which  they  ought  to  have  been  ruled  sity,  as  an  attack  on  the  rights  of  ihe  El||  i  p 

and    coerced.    Thus  their   malversations   in  India  company ;  for  thoy  well  knew  that  Oi 

othce  are  supported  instead  of  being  checked  one  hand  if,  for  want  of  proper  regulatica 

by  the  company.    The  whole  of  the  affairs  of  relief,  the  company  should  become  iimJiirt  vit 

that  bpdy  are  reduced  to  a  most  perilous  situa-  or  even  stop  payment,  the  national  credit  al  ^ 

tion  ;  and  many  millions  of  innocent  and  de>  commerce  wouki  sustain  an  heavy  blow; 

serving  men,  who  are  under  the  protection  of  that  calamity  would  be  justly  imputed  to 

this  nation,  and  who  ought  to  be  protected  by  liament,  which  after  such  long  inquiries, 

it,  are  oppressed  by.  a  most  despotic  and  rapa^  such  frequent  admonitions  from  his  majs^fi! 

cious  tyranny.    The  company  ?jKi  their  sor^  had  neglected  so  essential  and  ao  urgent 

vants  have  strengthened  themselves  by  this  article  of  their  duty :  on  the  other  haJnd  th^; 

confederacy,  have  set  at  defiance  the  authority  knew,  that,  wholly  corrupted  as  the 

and  admonitions  of  this  house  employed  to  re-  is,  nothing  eflectual  could  be  done  to 

form  them  ;  and  when  this  house  had  selected  that  interest  from  ruin,  without  taking  ftr  • 

certain  principal  delinquents,  whom  tliey  de-  time  the  national  objects  o£  tlMsir  tn»ts  out  d 

clared  it  the  duly  of  the  company  to  recall,  the  their  hands  ;  and  then  a  cry  would  be  iadi» 

company  held  out  its  legal  privileges  against  triously  raised  against  the  house  of  comnMH^ 

all  reformation ;   positively  refused   to  recall  as  depriving  British  subjects  of  their  legal  pri> 

them;  and  supported  tliose  who  had  fallen  un-  vilegcs.    The  restraint,  being  plain  and 

der  thejtist  censure  ofthis  house,  with  new  and  pie,  must  be  easily  understood  by  those 

stronger  marks  of  countenance  and  apprubati<Mi.  would  be  brought  with  great  difficulty,  to 

The  late  house  discovering  the  reversed  prehend  the  intricate  detail  of  matters  of  6d^ 

situation  of  the  company,  by  which  the  nomi-  which  render  this  suspension  of  the  admiMbi 

nal  servants  are  really  the  masters,  and  the  tration  oflndia  absolutely  necessary  on  molifV 

offenders  are  become  their  own  judges,  thought  (rf*  justice,  of  policy,  of  public  honour,  ai 

fit  to  examine  into  the  state  of  tlieir  commerce ;  public  safety. 

and  they  have  also  discovered  that  their  com-         The  house  of  commons  had  not  been  tUl 

mercial  affairs  are  in  the  greatest  disorder,  to  deviso  a  method,  by  whidi  the   redmi 

that  their  debts  have  accumulated  beyond  any  of  grievances  could   be  effected   throu^  ihi 

present  or  obvious  future  means  of  payment,  at  authors  of  thoso  grievances ;    nor  ooidd  Ikw 

least  updi^r  the  actual  administration  of  their  imagine  how  corruptions  could  be  purified  W 

affairs '  tltat  this  condition  of  the  East  India  the  corrupters  and  the  corrupted ;   nor  do«i 

company  has  begun  to  affect  the  sinking  fund  conceive,  how  any  reformation  can  piooad 

ilseif,  ftn  which  the  public  credit  of  the  king-  from  the  known  abettors  and  supporters  of  llr 

dom  rests,  a  million  and  upwards  being  due  to  persons  who  have  been  guilty  of  the  mndt* 

the  customs,  which  that  house  of  commons,  meanors  which  parliament  has  reprobated,  mI 

whose  intentions  towards  the  company  have  who  lor  their  own  ill  purposes  have  givsi 

been  so  gror'ly  misrepresented,  were  indulgent  countenance  to  a  false  and  delusive  state  of  ifcs 

ei»ough  to  respite.    And  thus,  instead  of  con-  company's  affairs,  fabricated  to  mislead  paifit 

fiso-tlti;;  their  property,  the  company  received  ment,  and  to  impose  upon  the  nation.*^ 
wltlioit  interest  (which  in  such  a  case  had        ^  „,  ^  ^       , 

been  befor,  ch.rg«i)  A.  a«  rf  .  very  Uug.  J/jTpir.';  Jniw'.r^Trr.^'iS'SS 

sum  of  the  public  money.    The  revenues  are  but  the  commiuee  in  this  parliament,  appoinH< 

under  the  p^uliar  care  of  this  house,  not  only  by  the  ministers  themselves,  will  jusufy  (bs 

as  the  revenues  originate  from  us,  but  as,  on  grounds  upon  which  the  last  parliament  pre- 

;j,^f.il«,e  rf  4.  fund.  «.  .part  fo,  .uppcrt  f^^,  ^,  ^/'Ihl^.^'n,'!',  'Xi^T^  t 

01  the  national  credit,  or  to  provide  for  the  grossnessoftheirownraJumnies  upon  diis bead 

national  strength  and  safety,  the  ta!«k  of  sup*  By  delay,  the  new  asfcrnbiy  is  come  Cu  chlsdii' 

plying  every  deficiency  falls  upon  his  n.-airrty's  Bfaceful  wiuaii-.i,  oi'  aliiwing  a  dlv|.i«ij  d 

r.ukA.1  ^n./^».   ♦».;-  k».t. J  »....(   ^^,.trJ^  eight  i*r  ct»^  by  act  of  parliament,  without  OS 

faithful  commons,  this  house  must,  in  effect,  ,g,^^  ,.Ja^^r  beli.re  ihem  to  iusiify  ihft  gitntiV 

tax  the  people.   This  wjuse  (herefr^-*;,  at  every  of«}ir  divldenJ  at  all  *     • 
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Tour  commons  feel,  with  a  just  resentment, 
the  inadequate  estimate  which  your  ministers 
have  formed  of  the  importance  d'this  great  coo- 
'  cem.  They  call  on  us  to  act  upon  the  prin- 
^.eiples  of  those  who  have  not  inquired  into  the 
•id>ject ;  and  to  condemn  thoss  who,  with  the 
most  laudable  diligence,  have  examined  and 
Mrutinized  every  part  of  it.  The  deliberations 
of  parliament  have  been  broken ;  the  season  of 
the  year  is  unfavourable ;  many  of  us  are  now 
members,  who  must  be  wholly  unacquainted 
with  the  subject,  which  lies  remote  from  the 
ordinary  course  of  general  information. 

We  are  cautioned  against  an  infringement 
of  the  constitution ;  and  it  is  impossible  to 
know,  what  the  secret  advisers  of  the  crown, 
who  have  driven  out  the  late  ministers  for  their 
conduct  in  parliament,  and  have  dissolved  the 
•ate  parliament  for  a  pretended  attack  upon 
prerogative,  will  consider  as  such  an  infringe- 
ment. We  are  not  furnished  with  a  rule,  the 
observance  of  which  can  make  us  safe  from 
Jie  resentment  of  the  crown,  even  by  an  im- 
plicit obedience  to  the  dictates  of  the  minis- 
ters who  have  advised  that  speech :  we  know 
not  how  soon  those  ministers  may  be  disa- 
vowed; and  how  soon  the  members  of  this 
house,  for  our  very  agreement  with  them,  may 
be  considered  as  objects  of  his  majesty's  dis- 
pleasure. Until  by  his  majesty's  goodness  and 
wisdom  the  late  example  is  completely  done 
away,  we  are  not  free. 

We  are  well  aware,  in  providing  fur  the 
affairs  of  the  east,  with  what  an  adult  strength 
of  abuse,  and  of  wealth  and  influence  growing 
out  of  that  abuse,  his  majesty's  commons  had, 
in  the  last  parliament,  and  we  still  have,  to 
struggle.  We  are  sensible  that  the  influenc 
of  that  wealth,  in  a  much  larger  degree  and 
measure  than  at  any  former  period,  may  have 
penetrated  into  the  very  quarter  from  whence 
alone  any  real  reformation  can  be  expected.* 

*  This  will  be  evident  to  those  who  consider 
the  number  and  description  of  directors  and  ser* 
▼aoii  of  the  East  India  company,  chosen  into 
tbo  preaent  parliament.  The  light  In  which  the 
liresent  ministers  hold  the  labours  of  the  house 
of  ooamons,  in  searching  into  Um  disorders  in 


If,  therefore,  in  the  arduous  aft'aira  recom- 
mended to  us,  our  proceedings  should  be  ill 
adapted,  feeble  and  inefiectuid ;  if  no  delin- 
quency  should  be  prevented,  and  no  delinquent 
should  be  called  to  account ;  if  every  person 
should  be  caressed,  promoted,  and  raised  in 
power,  in  proportion  to  the  enormity  of  his 
offences ;  if  no  relief  should  be  given  to  any 
of  the  natives  unjustly  dispossessed  of  theii 
rights,  jurisdictions,  and  properties ;  if  no  cruei 
and  unjust  exactions  shall  be  forborne ;  if  the 
source  of  no  peculation,  or  oppressive  gain 
should  be  cut  off;  if,  by  the  omission  of  the 
opportunities  that  were  in  our  hands,  our 
Indian  empire  should  &11  into  ruin  irretrie- 
vable, and  in  its  (all  crush  the  credit,  and  over- 
whelm  the  revenues  of  this  country,  we  stand 
acquitted  to  our  honour,  and  to  our  conscience, 
who  have  reluctantly  seen  the  weightiest  inte- 
rests of  our  country,  at  times  the  most  critical 
to  its  dignity  and  safety,  rendered  the  sport  of 
the  inconsiderate  and  unmeasured  ambition  of 
individuals,  and  by  that  means  the  wisdom 
of  his  majesty's  government  degraded  in  the 
public  estimation,  and  the  policy  and  character 
of  this  renowned  nation  rendered  contemptible 
in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

the  Indian  administration,  and  all  its  endeavours 
for  the  reformation  of  ilie  eovernment  there, 
without  any  distinction  of  times,  or  of  the  per* 
*ons  concerned,  will  appear  from  the  following 
extraa  from  a  speech  of  the  present  lord  chan- 
cellor. Afler  making  a  hi^h'flown  panegyric 
on  those  whom  the  house  ol  commons  had  con 
demned  by  their  resolutions,  he  said — **  Let  us 
not  be  misled  by  reports  from  committees  ol 
another  house,  to  which,  I  again  repeat  I  pay 
aa  much  attention,  (U  I  would  do  to  the  hiatory 
of  Robinson  Crusoe.  Let  the  conduct  of  the 
East  India  company  be  fairly  and  fully  inquired 
Into ;  let  it  be  acquitted  or  condemned  by  evi- 
dence  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  house.  Without 
entering  very  deep  into  the  subject,  let  me  reply 
in  a  few  words  to  an  observation  which  fell  from 
a  noble  and  learned  lord,  that  the  company's 
inances  are  distressed,  and  that  they  owe  at 
this  moment,  a  million  sterling,  to  the  nation. 
When  such  a  charge  is  brought,  will  parliament 
In  its  Justice  forget,  that  the  company  is  restricted 
from  employing  that  credit,  uhieh  it*  great  and 
ftouriahing  sitttation  gives  to  lt.^> 
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That  the   least  ioTormed  reader  of  thii  He  has  there  eontiniied  a  constant  cabtl  with 

^wecn  may  bo  enabled  to  enter  fully  into  the  the  company's  servants,  from  the  highest  to 

spirit  of  the  traii!>action  on  occasion  of  which  the  lowest ;  creating,  out  of  the  ruins  of  the 

it  was  deliv'jrod,  it  may  be  proper  to  acquaint  country,  brilliant  fortunes  for  those  who  will, 

him,  that  among  the  princes  dependent  on  this  and  entirely  destroying  those  who  will  not,  be 

nation  in  the  southern  part  of  India,  the  most  subservient  to  his  purposes, 
considerable  at  present  is  commonly  known  by         An  opinion  prevailed,  strongly  confirmed  by 

the  title  of  tho  Nabob  of  Arcot.  several  passages  in  his  own  letters,  as  well  as 

This  prince  owed  the  establishment  of  his  by  a  combination  of  circumstances  forming  a 

government,  against  the  claims  of  his  elder  body  of  evidence  which  cannot  be  resisted, 

brother,  as  well  as  those  of  other  competitors,  that  very  great  sums  have  been  by  him  distri- 

to  the  arms  and  influence  of  the  British  East  buted,  through  a  long  course  of  years,  to  some 

India  company.    Being  thus  established  in  a  of  the  company's  servants.     Besides   these 

considerable  part  of  the  dominions  he  now  presunoied  payments  in  ready  money  (of  which, 

possesses,  he  began,  about  the  year  1765,  to  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  the  direct  proof 

form,  at  the  instigation  (as  he  asserts)  of  tho  is  very  difficult)  debts  have  at  several  periods 

servants  of  the  East  India  company,  a  variety  been  acknowledged  to  those  gentlemen,  to  an 

of  designs  for  the  further  extension  of  his  terri-  immense  amount ;  that  is,  to  some  millions  of 

tones.   Some  years  after,  he  carried  his  views  sterling  money.     There  is  strong  reason  to 

to  certain  objects  of  interiour  arrangement,  of  suspect,  that  the  body  of  these  debts  is  wholly 

a  very  pernicious  nature.      None  of  theso  fictitious,  and  was  never  created  by  money 

designs  could  be  compassed  without  the  aid  of  bona JkU  lent.    But  even  on  a  supposition  that 

the  company's  arms ;  nor  could  those  arms  be  this  vast  sum  was  really  advanced,  it  was  im- 

employed  consistently  with  an  obedience  to  the  possible  that  the  very  reality  of  such  an  asto- 

oompany's  orders.    He  was  therefore  advised  nishing  transaction  shouU   not   cause  some 

to  form  a  more  secret,  but  an  equally  powerful  degree  of  alarm,  and  incite  to  some  sort  of 

uteres t  among  the  servants  of  that  company,  inquiry. 

and  among  others  both  at  home  and  abroad.        It  was  not  at  all  seemly,  at  the  moment  when 

By  engaging  them  in  his  interests,  the  use  of  the  company  itself  was  so  distressed,  as  to 

the  company's  power  might  be  obtained  with-  require  a  suspensimi,  by  act  of  parliament,  of 

out  their  ostensible  authority ;  the  power  might  the  payment  of  bills  drawn  on  them  from  India 

ev«n  be  employed  in  defiance  of  the  authority;  —and  also  a  direct  tax  upon  every  house  in 

if  the  case  should  require,  as  in  truth  it  often  England,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  vent  of  their 

did  require,  a  proceeding  of  that  degree  of  goods,  and  to  avoid  instant  insolvency — at  that 

boldness.  very  moment  that  their  servants  shouk)  appear 

Tho  company  had  put  him  into  possession  in  so  flourishing  a  condition,  as,  besides  ten 
of  several  great  cities  and  magnificent  castles,  millions  of  other  demands  on  their  masters,  to 
The  good  order  of  his  aflairs,  his  sense  of  per-  be  entitled  to  claim  a  debt  of  three  or  four  mil- 
tonal  dignity,  his  ideas  of  oriental  splendour,  lions  more  from  the  territorial  revenue  of  one 
and  the  habits  of  an  Asiatic  life  (to  which,  of  their  dependent  princes, 
being  a  native  of  India,  and  a  Mahometan,  The  ostensible  pecuniary  transactions  of  the 
be  had  firom  his  infancy  been  inured)  would  nabob  of  Arcot,  with  very  private  persons^ 
naturally  have  led  him  to  fix  the  seat  of  his  are  so  enormous,  that  they  evidently  set  aside 
government  w'thin  his  own  dominions.  In-  every  pretence  of  policy,  whidi  might  induce 
stead  of  this,  he  totally  sequestered  himself  a  prudent  government  in  some  instances  tc 
finom  his  country;  and,  abandoning  all  appca-  wiiik  at  ordinary  loose  practice  in  iU-managed 
nuce  of  state,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  an  departments.  No  caution  could  be  too  great 
ordinary  house,  which  he  purchased  in  the  in  handling  this  matter;  no  scrutiny  too  exact, 
suburbs  of  the  company's  &ctory  at  Madras.  It  was  evMently  the  interest,  and  as  evidently 
In  that  place  he  has  lived,  without  removing  at  least  in  the  power,  of  the  creditors,  by  ac^ 
«Be  day  (irom  thence,  for  several  yean  past,  mitting  secret  participation  in  this  dark  and 
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■ndefined  concern,  to  spread  oomipUon  to  the  peatedly  written  to  the  nabob  of  AreoC,  and  te 

greatest  and  the  roost  alarming  extent.  their  serrants,  respecting  the  debt,  jtt  ther 

These  facts  relative  to  the  debts  were  to  had  never  been  able  to  trace  the  origin  thereof ^ 

notorious,  the  opinion  of  their  being  a  princi-  or  to  obtain  any  eaJdefactary  infonnaiion  on  the 

pal  source  of  the  disorders  of  the  British  go>  mdfjett." 

Tenunent  in  India  was  so  undisputed  and  uni*  The  court  of  directors,  after  stating  the 

▼enal,  that  there  was  no  party,  no  description  circumstances  under  which  the  debts  appeared 

of  men  in  parliament,  who  did  not  think  them  to  them  to  have  be»  contracted,  add  as  fcl- 

■dves  bound,  if  rot  in  honour  and  conscience,  lows :   "  For  these  reasons  we  sboold  have 

at  least  in  common  decency,  to  institute  a  thoo^  it  our  dutf  to  enquire  vffy  mimMtijf 

viforous  inquiry  into  the  very  bottom  of  the  into  those  debts,  even  if  the  act  of  parliameBt 

business,  be&xe  they  admitted  any  part  of  that  had  been  silent  on  the  subject,  before  we  earn- 

vast  and  suspicious  charge  to  be  laid  upon  an  curred  in  any  measure  for  their  payment.   Bat 

•ifaausted  country.    Every  plan  concurred  in  with  the  positive  injonctions  of  the  act  belbre 

directing  such  an  inquiry ;  in  order  that  what-  us,  to  examine  into  their  nature  and  origin,  wo 

ever  was  discovered  to  be  cornet,  fraudulent,  are  indispensably  bound  to  direct  such  an  in- 

or  oppressive,  should  lead  to  a  Aie  animad-  quiry  to  be  instituted.*'    They  then  order  tbe 

version  on  the  offenders;  and  if  any  thing  fair  president  and  council  of  Madras  to  enter  into 

and  equitable  in  its  origin  should  be  found  a  full  examination,  &c.  he. 

(nobody  suspected  that  much,  comparatively  The  directors  having  drawn  up  their  order 

•peaking,  would  be  so  found)  it  might -be  pro  to  the  presidency  on  these  principles,  conma- 

vided  for;  in  due  subordination,  however,  to  nicated  the  draught  of  the  general  letter  m 

the  ease  of  the  subject,  and  the  sorvice  of  the  which  those  orders  were  contained,  to  the 

state.  board  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  and  other  ser- 

These  were  the  alleged  grounds  for  an  in-  vants  lately  constituted  by  Mr.  Pitt's  Ea^ 

quiry,  settled  in  all  tlie  bills  brought  into  par-  India  act.     These  ministers,  who  had  just 

Uament  relative  to  India,  and  there  were  I  carried  through  parliament  the  bill  ordering  a 

dunk  no  less  than  four  of  them.    By  the  bill,  specific  inquiry,  immediately  arew  up  another 

eommonly  called  Mr.  Pitt's  bill,  the  inquiry  letter,  on  a  principle  directly  opposite  to  that, 

was  specially,  and  by  express  words,  commitr  which  was  prescribed  by  thp  act  of  parliament, 

ted  to  the  court  of  directors,  without  any  and  followed  by  the  directors.  In  theee  second 

reeerve  for  the  interference  of  any  other  person  orders,  all  idea  of  an  inquiry  into  the  justice 

or  persons  whatsoever.    It  was  ordered  that  and  origin  of  the  pretended  debts,  particularly 

thqf  should  make  the  inquiry  into  the  origin  of  the  last,  the  greatest,  and  the  most  ohnox- 

and  justice  of  these  debts,  as  far  as  the  mate-  ioos  to  suspicion,  is  abandcmed.    They  are 

rials  in  their  possession  enabled  them  to  pro-  aU  admitted  and  established  without  any  in- 

eeed ;  and  whore  they  found  those  materials  vestigation  whatsoever ;  except  some  private 

deficient,  they  should  order  the  presidency  of  conference  with  the  agents  of  the  daimants 

Fort  St.  George  [Madras]  to  complete  the  is  to  pass  for  an  investigation ;  and  a  fund  ibr 

inquiry*  their  discharge  is  assigned  and  set  apart  out 

The  court  of  directtMrs  applied  themsekes  to  of  the  revenues  of  the  Camatic — To  this 
the  execution  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  arrangement  in  favour  of  their  servants,  ser^ 
They  first  examined  into  the  amount  of  the  vants  suspected  of  corruption,  and  convicted  of 
debt,  which  they  computed,  at  compound  inte-  disobedience,  the  directors  of  the  East  India 
rest,  to  be  £J2,M5,000  sterling.  Whether  their  company  were  ordered  to  set  their  hands, 
mode  of  computation,  either  of  the  original  asserting  it  to  arise  from  their  own  conviction 
■ums,  or  the  amount  on  compound  interest,  and  opinion,  in  flat  contradiction  to  their  re- 
was  exact ;  that  is,  whether  they  took  the  corded  sentiments,  their  strong  remonstrance, 
interest  too  high,  or  the  several  capitals  too  and  their  declared  sense  of  their  duty,  aa  well 
towi  is  not  material.  On  whatever  principle  mder  their  general  trust  and  their  oath  as 
any  of  the  calculations  were  made  up,  none  of  directors,  as  under  the  oapress  injunctiona  of 
them  found  the  debt  to  differ  from  the  recital  an  act  of  parliament. 

of  the  act,  which  asserted,  that  the   sums  The  principles  upon  which  this  sumnaiy 

claimed  were  « eery  large "     I'he  last  head  proceeding  was  adopted  by  the  miniatetial 

flf  these    debts    the  directors    compute    at  board,  are  stated  by  themselves  ia  a 


£  J,466,680  sterling.    Of  the  existence  of  this    in  the  appendix  to  this  speech. 

debt  the  directors  hoard  nothing  until  1776,        By  another  section  of  the  same  act,  the 

and  they  lay.  that,  <  although  they  Itad  re-    nne  court  of  directors  were  ordered  to  tal» 
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Irto  coDiideration  and  to  decide  on  the  inde-  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  country  of  Tan- 

tanninale  rights  of  the  rajah  of  Tanjore  and  joroi  which  had  been  within  a  few  yean  four 

the  nabob  of  Arcot;  and  in  th^,  as  in  the  times  plundered,  (twice  by  the  nabob  of  Arcol, 

ftnner  case,  no  power  of  appeal,  revision,  or  and  twice  by  enemies  brought  upon  it  solely 

aheratioQ  was  reserved  to  any  other.   It  was  a  by  the  politics  of  the  same  nabob,  the  declared 

jurisdiction,  in  a  cause  between  party  and  enemyof  that  people,)  and  without  discounting 

party,  given  to  the  court  of  directors  specifi-  a  shilling  for  their  sunerings,  they  accumulate 

tally.    It  was  known  that  the  territories  of  the  an  arrear  of  about  £400,000  of  pretended 

Ibrmer  (rf*  these  princes  had  been  twice  invaded  tribute  to  this  enemy ;  and  then  they  order  the 

and  pillaged,  and  the  prince  deposed  and  impri-  directors  to  put  their  hands  to  a  new  adjudi- 

■aned,  by  the  company's  servants,  influenced  by  cation,  directly  contrary  to  a  judgment  in  a 

the  intrigues  of  the  latter,  and  for  the  purpose  judicial  character  and  trust,  solemnly  given 

of  paying  his  pretended  debts.    The  company  by  them,  and  entered  on  their  records, 

had,  in  the  year  1775,  ordered  a  restoration  of  These  proceedings  naturally  called  for  some 

the  rajah  to  his  government,  under  certain  con-  iupiiry.    On  the  88th  of  February,  1785,  Mr. 

ditions.    The  rajah  complained  that  his  terri-  Fox  made  the  following  motion  in  the  luNise 

tories  had  not  been  completely  restored  to  him ;  of  commons,  after  moving  that  the  clauses  of 

and  that  no  part  of  his  goods,  money,  revenues,  the  act  shodd  be  read—''  That  the  proper 

or  records,  unjustly  taken  and  withheld  from  officer  do  lay  before  this  house  copies  and  ex- 

him,  were  ever  returned.    The  nabob,  on  the  tracts  of  all  letters  and  order*  of  the  court  of 

other  hand,  never  ceased  to  claim  the  country  directors  of  the  united  East  India  company,  in 

itself,  and  carried  on  a  continued  train  of  ne-  pursuance  of  die  injunctions  contained  in  the 

flotiation,  that  it  should  again  be  given  up  to  S7th  and  88th  clauses  of  the  said  act;''  and  the 

fain,  in  violation  of  the  company's  public  faith,  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  negative 

The  directors,  in  obedience  to  this  part  of  by  a  very  great  majority. 

the  act,  ordered  an  inquiry,  and  came  to  a  de-  The  last  speech  in  the  debate  was  the  fol- 

tsrmination  to  restore  certain  of  his  territories  lowing ;  which  is  given  to  the  public,  not  as 

to  the  rajah.    The  ministers  proceeding  as  in  being  more  worthy  of  its  attention  than  others 

the  former  case,  without  hearing  any  party,  re-  (some  of  which  were  of  consummate  abili^) 

teinded  the  decision  of  the  directors,  refused  but  as  entering  mo»e  into  the  detail  of  the 

die  restitution  of  the  territory,  and  without  sidbgect. 


SPEECH,  &c. 


The  times  we  live  in,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  recriminatory  bill   of  pains  and   penaltir^, 

been  distinguidied  by  extraordinary  events,  grounded  on  a  breach  of  public  tnnt,  relative 

Habituated,  however,  as  we  are,  to  uncommon  to  the  government  of  the  very  same  part  of 

eombinations  of  men  and  of  affairs,  I  believe  India.    If  he  should  undertake  a  bill  of  that 

nobody  recollects  any  thing  more  surprising  kind,  he  will  find  no  difficulty  in  conducting  it 

than  the  spectacle  it  this  day.    The  right  with  a  degree  of  skill  and  vigour  fully  equal  to 

honourable  gentleman,'*'  whose  conduct  is  now  all  that  have  been  exerted  against  him. 

fai  question,  formerly  stood  forth  in  this  house,  But  the  change  of  relation  between  these 

the  prosecutor  of  the  worthy  baronetf  who  two  gentlemen  is  not  so  striking  as  the  total 

ipoke  aHer  him.    He  charged  him  with  se-  difference  of  their  deportment  under  the  same 

varal  grievous  acts  of  malversation  in  offio) ;  tmhappy  circumstances.   Whatever  the  merits 

with  abuses  of  a  public  trust  of  a  great  and  of  the  worthy  baronet's  defence  might  have 

beinous  nature.    In  less  than  two  years  we  been,  he  did  ilbt  shrink  fWmi  the  char^.    He 

■ee  the  situation  of  the  parties  reversed ;  and  a  met  it  with  manliness  of  spirit,  and  decency  of 

sfaigular  revdution  puts  the  worthy  baronet  in  behaviour.    What  wouki  have  been  thought  of 

a  ntir  way  of  returning  the  prosecution  in  a  him,  if  he  had  held  the  present  language  of  his 

okl  accuser?    When  articles  were  exhibited 

„.  ^  ^           ^,   „        -     .  ^against  him  bythatrieht honourable  gentleman 

;  L^'oZriJl^Sf  lS5lo"«™o„r  or  ISTd  no.  Z,k  p„^r  U.  ..U  U-  ^4.. 

Madras.  ^"^  ought  to  mstitu'  >  no  mquiry,  to  inspect  nc 
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paper,  to  6xainu.o  no  witneBS.  He  did  not  tell  act,  that  no  othen*,  by  Tirtue  of  general  pcwen, 
us  {vrifait  at  that  time  he  might  have  told  ui  can  obtain  a  legal  title  to  intrude  themselvei 
with  tome  shew  of  reason)  that  our  concerns  into  that  trust,  and  to  exercise  those  special 
m  India  were  matters  of  delicacy ;  that  to  di*  functions  in  their  place.  I  therefore  ooreiider 
vulge  any  thing  relative  to  them  would  be  mis-  the  intermeddling  of  ministers  in  this  afTalr  aa 
chievous  to  the  state.  He  did  not  tell  us,  that  a  downright  usurpation.  But  if  the  strained 
those  who  would  enquire  into  his  proceedings  conirtruction,  by  which  they  have  forced  them- 
were  disposed  to  dismember  the  empire.  He  selves  into  a  suspicious  office  (which  eveiy 
had  not  the  presumption  to  say,  that  for  his  .  man,  delicate  with  regard  to  character,  would 
part,  having  obtained  in  his  Indian  presidency,  rather  have  sought  constructions  to  avoid) 
the  ultimate  object  of  his  ambition,  his  honour  were  perfectly  sound  and  perfectly  legal,  of 
was  concerned  in  executing  with  integrity  the  this  I  am  certain,  that  they  cannot  be  justified 
trust  which  had  been  legally  committ^  to  his  in  declining  the  inquiry  whicli  had  been  pro- 
charge  :  That  others,  not  having  been  so  for-  scribed  to  the  court  of  directors.  If  the  board 
tunate,  could  not  be  so  disinterested;  and  there-  of  controul  did  lawfully  possess  the  right  of 
fore  their  accusations  could  spring  from  no  other  executing  the  special  trust  given  to  that  court, 
source  than  faction,  and  envy  to  his  fortune.  they  must  take  it  as  they  found  it,  subject  to 

Had  he  been  (Wmtless  enough  to  hold  such  the  very  same  regulations  which  bound  the 

vain,  vapouring  language  in  the  face  of  a  grave,  court  of  directors.    It  will  be  aUowed  that  the 

a  detailed,  a  specified  matter  of  accusation,  court  of  directors  had  no  authority  to  dispenaa 

whilst  he  violently  resisted  every  thing  which  with  either  the  substance  or  the  mode  of  in- 

could  bring  the  merits  of  his  cause  to  the  test ;  quiry  prescribed  by  the  act  of  parliament.    If 

had  he  been  wild  enough  to  anticipate  the  ab-  they  had  not,  where,  in  the  act,  did  the  boanlL^ 

surdities  of  this  day;  that  is,  had  he  inferred,  of  controul  acquire  that  capacity  ?    Indeed,  hC- 

as  his  late  accuser  had  thought  proper  to  do,  was  impossible  they  should  acquire  it — WhaK. 

that  he  could  not  have  been  guilty  of  malvcr-  must  wo  think  of  the  fabric  and  texture  of  ai» 

sation  in  office,  for  this  sole  and  curious  reason,  act  of  parliament  which  should  find  it  nece»-> 

that  he  had  been  in  office  ;  had  he  argued  the  sary  to  prescribe  a  strict  inquisition  ;    that 

impossibility  of  his  abusing  his  power  on  this  should  descend  into  minute  regulations  for  tha 

sole  principle,  that  he  had  power  to  abuse,  he  conduct  of  that  inquisition ;  that  should  oooh 

would  have  left  but  one  impression  on  the  mit  this  trust  to  a  particular  description  of 

mind  of  every  man  who  heard  him,  and  who  men,  and   in  the  very   same  breath   shouM 

believed  him  in  his  senses — that  in  the  utmost  enable  another  body,  at  their  own  pleamire,  to 

extent  he  was  guilty  of  the  charge.  supersede  all  the  provisions  the  legislature  had 

But,  Sir,  leaving  these  two  gentlemen  to  made,  and  to  defeat  the  whole  purpose,  end, 

alternate,  as  ciminal  and  accuser,  upon  what  and  object  of  the  law?    This  cannot  be  sup> 

principles  they  think  expedient;  it  is  for  us  to  posed  even  of  an  act  of  parliament  conceived 

consider,  whether  the  chancellor  of  the  ex-  by  the  ministers  themselves,  and  brought  forth 

chequer,  and  tlie  treasurer  of  the  navy,  acting  during  the  delirium  of  the  last  session, 
as  a  board  of  controul,  are  justified  by  law  or         My  honourable  friend  has  told  you  in  the 

policy,  in  suspending  the  legal  arrangements  speecli  which  introduced  his  motion,  that  for* 

made  by  the  court  of  directors,  in  order  to  tunately  tliis  question  is  not  a  great  deal  in- 

transfer  the  public  revenues  to  the  private  emo-  volved  in  the  labyriiitlis  of  Indian  detail.     C«r- 

lument  of  certain  servants  of  the  East  India  tainly  not.    But  if  it  were,  I  beg  leave  to  assart 

company,  without  the  inquiry  into  the  origin  you,  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  Indian  detail 

and  justice  of  their  claims,  prescribed  by  an  which  is  more  difficult  than  in  the  detail  of  any 

act  of  parliamcii  ?  other  business.    I  admit,  because  I  have  some 

It  is  not  contended,  that  the  act  of  parliament  experience  of  tiie  fact,  that  for  the  interiour  re- 

{id  not  expressly  ordain  an  inquiry.    It  is  not  gulation  of  India,  a  minute  knowledge  of  India 

asserted  that  this  inquiry  was  not,  with  equal  is  requisite.    But  on  any  specific  matter  oTde* 

|)recision  of  terms,  specially  committed  under  linquency  in  its  government,  you  are  as  capa^ 

particular  regulations  to  the  court  of  directors,  ble  of  judging,  as  if  the  same  thing  were  dona 

I  conceive,  tlierefore,  the  bbard  of  c(xitroul  had  at  your  door.     Fraud,  injustice,  0[^Mre«sioa, 

no  right  whatsoever  to  intermeddle  in  that  busi-  peculation,  engendered  in  India,  are  cnioes  oC 

neas.    There  is  nothing  certain  in  the  prin-  the  same  blood,  family,  and  cast,  with  those 

ciplea  of  jurisprudence,  if  this  be  not  undeni-  that  are  born  and  bred  in  England.     To  «/» no 

ably  true,  that  when  a  special  authority  is  given  farther  than  the  cose  before  us :  you  at     imc 

to  any  persons  by  name  to  do  some  particular  as  competent  to  judge  whether  the  y       «f 
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9bm  n^DioM  ■tarling  ought,  or  ought  not,  to       I  codMi  I  M  a  dogroe  of  dkguit,  almogt 
bo  powd  firom  the  public  treasury  into  a  pri-  leading  to  deepaift  ^  ^*  manner  in  which  we 
▼ace  pocket,  without  any  titltf  except  the  daim  are  acting  in  the  great  exigences  of  our  ooun- 
flf  the  parties,  when  the  issue  offact  is  laid  in  try.    There  is  now  a  bill  in  this  houw,  ap- 
Madras,  as  when  it  is  laid  in  Westminster,  pointing  a  rigid  inquisition  into  the  minutest 
Terms  of  art,  indeed,  are  different  in  different  detail  dt  our  offices  at  home.    The  collection 
places ;  but  they  ore  generally  understood  in  of  sixteen  millions  annually ;  a  coUection  on 
none.    The  technical  style  of  an  Indian  trea-  which  the  public  greatness,  safety,  and  credit 
sury  is  not  one  jot  more  remote  than  the  jargon  have  their  reliance  ;  the  whole  order  of  crimi- 
of  our  own  exchequer,  from  the  train  of  our  nal  jurisprudence,  which  holds  together  society 
ordinary  ideas,  or  the  idiom  of  our  comroon  itself,  have  at  no  time  obliged  us  to  call  forth 
hmguage.    The  difference  therefore  in  the  two  such  |)owcr ;   no,  nor  any  thing  like  them, 
cases  is  not  in  the  comparative  difficulty  or  There  is  not  a  principle  of  the  law  and  con- 
facility  of  the  two  subjects,  but  in  our  attention  stitution  of  this  country  that  is  not  subverted  to 
to  the  one,  and  our  total  neglect  of  the  other,  favour  the  execution  of  that  project.*     And 
Had  this  attention  and  neglect  been  regulated  for  what  is  all  tliis  apparatus  of  bustle  and  ter- 
by  the  value  of  the  several  objects,  there  would  rour  ?  Is  it  because  any  thing  substantial  is  ex 
be  nothing  to  complain  of.    But  the  reverse  of  pected  from  it?  No.    The  stir  and  bustle  itself 
tliat  supposition  is  true.    The  scene  of  the  In-  is  the  end  proposed.    The  eye-servants  of  a 
diao  abuse  is  distant  indeed ;  but  we  must  not  short-sighted  master  will  employ  themselves, 
inft;r,  that  the  value  of  our  interest  in  it  is  d^  not  on  what  is  most  essential  to  his  affairs,  but 
creased  in  proportion  as  it  recedes  from  our  on  what  is  nearest  to  his  ken.    Great  difficul- 
view.    In  our  politics,  as  in  our  ccmunon  con-  ties  have  given  a  just  value  to  oeconomy.;  and 
duct,  we  shall  be  worse  tlian  infants,  if  we  do  our  minister  of  the  day  must  be  an  (economist, 
not  put  our  senses  under  the  tuition  of  our  whatever  it  may  cost  us.    But  where  is  he  to 
judgment,  and  effectually  cure  ourselves  of  that  exert  his  talents?    At  home  to  be  sure;  for 
optical  illusion  which  makes  a  briar  at  our  where  else  con  he  obtain  a  profitable  credit  for 
nose  of  greater  magnitude,  than  an  oak  at  five  their  exertion  ?    It  is  nothing  to  him,  whether 
hundred  yards  distance.  the  object  on  whicli  he  works  under  our  eye  be 
I  think  I  can  trace  all  the  calamities  of  this  promising  or  not.    If  ho  docs  not  obtain  any 
country  to  the  single  source  of  our  not  having  public  benefit,  he  may  make  regulations  with^ 
had  steadily  before  our  eyes  a  general,  bom-  out  end.    Those  are  sure  to  pay  in  present 
prehcnsive,  well-connected,  and  well-propor-  expectation,  whilst  the  effect  is  at  a  distance, 
tioned  view  of  the  whole  of  our  dominions,  and  may  be  the  concern  of  other  times,  and 
and  a  just  sense  of  their  true  bearings  and  re-  other  men.    On  these  principles  he  chooses  to 
tations.     Afler  all  its  reductions,  the  British  suppcMie  (for  he  docs  not  pretend  more  than  to 
empire  is  still  vast  and  various.    Afler  all  the  suppose)  a  naked  possibility,  that  ho  shall  draw 
reductions  of  the  house  of  commons,  (stripped  some  resource  out  of  crumbs  dropped  from  the 
as  we  are  of  our  brightest  ornaments,  and  of  trcnclicrs  of  penury ;  that  something  shall  be 
our  most  important  privileges,)  enough  are' yet  laid  in  store  from  the  short  allowance  of  rcve- 
left  to  furnish  us,  if  we  please,  with  means  of  nuo  officers,  overloaded  with  duty,  and  famish- 
ahewing  to  the  world,  that  we  deserve  the  su-  cd  for  want  of  bread ;  by  a  reduction  from  offi- 
perintendance  of  as  large  an  empire  as  this  cers  who  are  at  tliis  very  hour  ready  to  batter 
Iciagdom  ever  held,  and  the  continuance  of  as  the  treasury  with  what  breaks  through  stone 
^n^kle  privileges  as  the  house  of  commons,  in  walls,  for  an  increase  of  their  appointments. 
the  plenitude  of  its  power,  hod  been  habituated  From  the  marrowless  bones  of  these  skeleton 
to  assert.    But  if  we  make  ourselves  too  little  ostaWishmonts,  by  the  use  of  every  sort  of  cut- 
I3ar  the  sphere  of  our  duty ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  ting,  and  of  every  sort  of  fretting  tool,  ho  tlat- 
^e  do  not  stretch  and  expand  our  minds  to  the  ters  himself  that  he  may  chip  and  rasp  an  em- 
faompass  of  tlieir  object,  be  well  assured,  that  pirical  alimentary  powder,  to  diet  into  some 
«very  thing  about  us  will  dwindle  by  degrees,  similitude  of  health  and  substance  tlie  languish- 
mtil  at  length  our  concerns  are  shrunk  to  tho  ing  chimeras  of  fraudulent  reformation. 
liimeosions  of  our  minds.    It  is  not  a  predileo-         Whilst  ho  is  thus  employed  according  to  his 
tioo  to  mean,  sordid,  home-bred  cares,  that  policy  and  to  his  taste,  he  has  not  leisure  to 
erill  avert  the  consc<iuences  of  a  false  estima-  enquire  into  those  abuses   in  India  that  are 
tion  of  our  interest,  or  prevent  the  shameful  drawing  off  money  by  millions  from  the  Ura- 
tlUapidation  into  which  a  great  empire  must 
fall,  by  mew»  -?parations  upon  mighty  ruins.  •  Appendix    No.  1 
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■ores  of  this  country,  n^ch  are  exhansting  criminals,  by  being  inexorable  to  the  pctti) 
the  Titai  juices  from  members  of  the  state,  fraikies  of  little  men ;  and  these  raodern  0th 
where  the  public  inanition  is  far  more  sorely  gellants  are  si^  j  with  a  rigid  fideli^,  to  whip 
felt  than  in  the  local  exchequer  of  England,  their  own  enormities  on  the  Ticarioos  baek  ef 
Not  content  with  winking  at  these  abases,     every  small  offender. 

whilst  he  attempts  to  squeeze  the  laborious  It  is  to  draw  your  attention  to  oecoooo^  of 
ilUpaid  drudges  of  English  roTenne,  he  b^  quite  another  order ;  it  is  to  animadvert  oa 
rishes  in  one  act  of  oomipt  prodigality,  upon  ofimees  of  a  far  different  description,  that  mjr 
those  who  never  served  the  public  in  any  honourable  friend  has  brought  bdbre  you  this 
honest  occupation  at  all,  on  annual  income  motion  of  this  day.  It  is  to  perpetuate  the 
equal  to  two>thirds  of  the  whde  collection  of  abuses  which  are  subverting  the  &bric  of  your 
the  revenues  of  this  kingdom.  empire,  that  the  motion  is  opposed.     It  it 

Actuated  by  the  same  principle  of  choice,     therefore  with  reason  (and  if  ho  has  power 
he  has  now  on 'the  anvil  another  scheme,  full     to  carry  himself  through,  I  commend  his  pro* 
of  difficulty  and  desperate  hazard,  which  t(v     dence)  that  the  right  honourable    gentleraaa^ 
tally  alters  the  commercial  relation  of  two  kii^     makes  his  stand  at  the  very  out-sot ;  and  boU--^ 
doms ;  and  what  end  soever  it  shall  have,  may     ^y  refuses  all  parliamentary  information.    Lfil — 
bequeath  a  legacy  of  heart-burning  and  di*-     him  admit  hot  one  step  towards  inquiry,  andhe^ 
content  to  one  of  the  countries,  perfiaps  to     is  undone.    You  must  be  ignorant,  iir  he  < 
both,  to  be  perpetuated  to  the  latest  posterity,     be  safe.    But  before  his  curtain  is  let  d( 

This  project  is  also  undertaken  on  the  hope  of  <^  the  shades  of  eternal  nij^t  shall  veU 

profit.     It  is  provided,  that  out  of  some  (I  eastern  dominions  from  our  view,  permit 

know  not  what)  remains  of  the  Irish  hereditary  Sir,  to  avail  myself  of  the  means  which 

revenue,  a  fund  at  some  time,  and  of  some  furnished  in  anxious  and  inquisitive  times,  to 

«ort,  shouki  be  applied  to  the  protection  of  the  demonstrate  out  of  this  single  act  of  the  pro— 

I  rish  trade.    Here  we  are  commanded  again  ^^nt  minister,  what  advantages  you  are  to  d^- 

In  task  our  faith,  and  to  persuade  ourselves,  ri^o  from  permitting  the  greatest  concern  of 

that  out  of  the  siirplus  of  deficiency,  out  of  ^^  nation  do  be  separated  from   the   oofsi- 

the  savings  of  habitual  and  systematic  prodi-  zance,  and  exempted  even  out  of  iho  coaipe> 

gality,  the  minister  of  wonders  will  provide  tence,  of  parliament. 

support  for  this  nation,  sinking  under  the  moim-         The  greatest  body  of  your  revenue,  your 

tainous  load  of  two  htmdred  and  thirty  millions  ™<^  numerous  armies,  your  moat  important 

of  debt.    But  whilst  we  look  with  pain  at  his  commerce,  the  richest  sources  of  your  public 

desperate  and  laborious  trifling ;  whilst  we  credit,  (contrary  to  every  idea  of  the  knows 

are  apprehensive  that  he  will  break  his  back  settled  policy  of  England,)  are  on  the  point  of 

in  stooping  to  pick  up  chaff  and  straws,  he  being  converted^  into  a  mystery  of  state.    Yob 

recovers  himself  at  an  elastic  bound,  and  with  <^re  going  to  have  one  half  of  the  globe  hid 

a  iNToad-cast  swing  of  his  arm,  he  squanders  ^^n  ^rom  the  common  liberal  curiosity  of  aa 

over  his  Indian  fiekl  a  sum  far  greater  than  English  gentleman.    Here  a  grand  revolutioii 

Jho  clear  produce  of  the  whole  hereditary  re-  commences.     Mark    the    period,  and  muk 

venueof  the  kingdom  of  Ireland."^  the   circumstances.     In  most  of  the  capital 

Strange  as  this  scheme  of  conduct  in  mi-  changes  that  are  recorded  in  the  manciples  and 

nistry  is,  and  inconsistent  with  all  just  policy,  system  of  any  government,  a  puWic  benefit  of 

•t  is  still  true  to  itself,  and  faithful  to  its  own  ^nie  kind  or  other  has  been  pretended.     The 

perverted  order.    Those  who  are  bountiful  to  revolution  commenced  in  something  plausiUo : 

crimes,  will  bo  rigid  to  merit,  and  penurious  to  in  something  which  carried  the  appearance  at 

service.    Their  penury  is  even  held  out  as  a  least  of  punishment  of  delinquency,  or  correc> 

blind   and  cover  to   their  prodigality.     The  'ion  of  abuse.    But  here,  in  the  very  nxnneiil 

<]H:onoroy  of  injustice  is,  to  furnish  resources  of  the  conversion  of  a  department  of  Britidi 

fftr  the  fund  of  corruption.    Then  they  pay  off  government  into  an  Indian  mystery,  and  in  tbr 

(heir  protection  to  great  crimes    and  great  v^^ry  act  in  which  the  change  conunencM,  a 

corrupt,  private  interest  is  set  up  in  direct  op- 

♦  The  whole  of  the  net  Irish  hereditary  revc-  P<»ition  to  the  necessities  of  the  nation.    A 

nu0is,onamediumnftbelast  seven  years,  about  diversion  is  made  of  millions  of  the  pirfilic 

£.380,000  yearly.    The  re7«n«e8  of  all  deno-  money  from  the  pubUc  treasury  to  a  private 

mmauons  fall  short  more  than  £.160,000  yearly  .«,„        t.  •        .  ■  .  .     /  «  •  pnww 

of  the  charges.    On  the  f>rf««fnr  produce,  If  Mf.  P""*®*    "  ^  not  mto  secret  negotiaUona  tbk 

f  itt*s  scheme  was  to  take  place,  he  ml^ht  gain  ^'^^f  peace,  or  alliance,  that  the  house  of  ooos. 

trnm  seven  to  ten  thousand  pounds  a  year.  nions  is  forbidden  to  enquire.    It  is  a  «*Mittflr 
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•fafleomt;  kiiaptonDiujtmincciQii;  itii  wnruiti  ia  a  debt  frooi  dw  nabob  of  Araot, 

CfaodfMHMdoTafutpMtedttOTraniaponnuiMd  was  tbe  fint  tbiag  wbicb  Toy  partieulBriy 

tanants  aad  aa  andianaMed  master,  that  ttia  called  fi»r,  and  kof  engaged,  tlia  attendon  of 

coBBBHaa  oTCSreat  Britain  are  oommanded  not  the  court  of  directors.    This  debt  amoanled 

to  Inspect.    The  whole  teoour  of  the  right  to  eight  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  pounds 

iwnurable  gentleman's  argument  is  consonant  steriing,  and  was  daimedi  for  the  greater  part, 

to  tbe  nature  of  his  policy.     The  system  of  by  English  g«itlemon,  residing  at  Madras, 

concealment  is  fostered  by  a  system  of  false-  This  gnuid  capital,  settled  at  length  by  order 

hood.    False  (actg,  false  colours,  false  names  at  ten  per  cad,  afforded  an  annuity  of  eighty- 

«f  persons  and  tilings,  are  its  whole  support.  eight  thousand  pounds.* 

Sir,  I  mean  to  fiiUow  the  right  honourable        Whilst  tho  directors  were  digesting  their 

gentleman  over  that  field  of  deception,  clearing  asUmishmcnt  at  this  information,  a  memorial 

vliat  he  has  purposely  obscured,  and  fairly  was  presented  to  them  from  tluroe  gentlemen, 

mating  what  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  misre-  informing   them   that  their  friends  had  lent 

present.    For  this  purpose,  it  is  necessary  you  likewise,  to  merchants  of  Canton  in  China, 

Abould  know  with  some  degree  of  distincmess,  a  sum  of  not  more  than  one  million  sterling. 

m  little  of  tho  locality,  tho  nature,  the  circum-  In  this  memorial  they  called  upon  tho  company 

SMances,  tho  magnitude  of  the  pretended  debts  for  their  assistance  and  intcrposUion  with  the 

<mk  which>ihis  manrelious  donati<m  is  founded,  Chinese  govQmment  for  the  recovery  of  the 

mM   yveW  as  of  the  persons  from  whom  and  by  debL    This  sum  .ent  to  Cnmese  mercnanis 

^rhom  it  is  claimed.  was  at  S4per  cent,  which  would  yield,  if  paid, 

Madras,  with  its  dependencies,  is  the  second  an  annuity  of  two  hundred  and  urty  thousand 

^bat  with  a  long  mtcrval,  the  second)  member  pounds.*^ 

of  the  British  empire  in  the  east.    The  trade         Perplexed  as  ftie  directors  were  with  teese 

^thatcity,  and  of  the  adjacent  territory,  was,  demands,  you  may  conceive,  Sir,   that  they 

not  rery  long  ago,  among  tho  most  flourishing  did  not  find  themselves  very  much  disembar- 

IB  Asia.    But  since  the  establishment  of  the  rassed,  by  being  made  acquainted  that  they 

British  power,  it  has  wasted  away  under  an  must  again  exert  their   influence  for  a  new 

uniform  gradual  decline ;    insomuch   that  in  reserve  of  the  happy  parsimony  of  their  ser- 

ihe  year  1779  not  one  merchant  of  eminence  vants,  collected  into  a  secoMd  debt  from  tho 

was  to  be  found  in  the  whole  country.'*'    Du-  nabob  of  Arcot,  amounting  to  two  millions 

ring  this  period  of  decay,  about  six  himdred  four  hundred  thousand  pounds,  settled  at  an 

thousand  sterling  pounds  a   year  have  been  interest  of  12  per  cent.    This  is  known  by  the 

drawn  off*  by  English  gentleman  <m  their  pri-  name  of  tlie  Consolidation  of  1777,  as  thefor- 

▼ate  account,  by  the  way  of  China  alone.f  mer  of  the  nabob's  debts  was  by  the  title  of 

If  we  add  four  hundred  thousand,  as  probably  the  Consdidation  of  1767.    To  this  was  added, 

remitted  through  other  channels,  and  in  other  in  a  separate  parcel,  a  little  reserve  called  the 

meditmos,  that  b,  in  jewels,  gdd,  and  silver  Cavalry  debt,  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 

direcUy  brought  to  Europe,  and  in  bills  upon  sand  pounds,  at  the  same  interest    The  whole 

the  British  aud  foreign  companies,  you  will  of  these  four  capitals,  amounting  to  four  rail- 

scarcdy  think  the  matter  over-rated.    If  we  lions  four  hundred  and  forty  thousand  pounds, 

6x  the  commencement  of  this  extraction  of  produced     at    their  several  rates,  annuities 

money  from  the  Camatic  at  a  period  no  ear-  amounting  to    six  hundred  and  twenty-three 

Uer  than  the  year  1760,  and  close  it  in  the  year  thousand  pounds  a  year ;  a  good  deal  more 

1780,  it  probably  will  not  amount  to  a  great  than  one-third  of  the  clear  land-tax  of  England, 

deal  less  than  twenty  millions  of  money.  at  four  shillings  in  the  pound;  a  good  deal 

Daring  the  deep  silent  flow  of  this  steady  more  than  double  the  whole  annual  dividend 

stream  of  wealth,  which  set  from  India  into  of  the  East  India  company,  the  nominal  mas- 

Eorope,  it  generally  passed  on  with  no  ade-  ters  to  the  proprietors  in  these  funds.    Of  this 

^oata  observation ;  but  happening  at  some  pe«  interest,  three  hundred  and  eighty-three  thou- 

rioda  to  meet  rifts  of  rocks  that  checked  its  sand  two  hundred  pounds  a  year  stood  charge- 

),  it  grew  more  noisy  and  attracted  more  able  on  the  public  revenues  of  the  Camatic. 

The  pecuniary  discussions  caused  by 


ta  aeeumulation  of  part  of  the  fortimes  of  their        *  Fourth  report,  Mr.  Dundas^s  commiuee,  p.  4. 

t  A  wimesa  examined  before  the  commiuee  of 

secrecy  says  that  eighteen  per  cent,  was  the 

♦  Mr.  Smith's  examination  before  the  select     usual  interest ;  but  he  had  beard  that  more  had 

tonunhtee.  Appendix,  No.  3  been  inven.    The  abore  is  the  account  wh.'cb 

t  Appendix,  No.  2.  Mr.  B.  received. 
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Sir,  at  this  moment,  it  will  not  be  neces-  be  no  morei  that  there  if  ao  eternal  debt,  a^sU 

cary  tc  consider  the  various  (^erations  which  '*  still  paying   still  to  owe,"  which   must  be 

the  capital  and  interest  of  ibis  debt  have  auo-  bound  on  the  present  g^eratioo  in  Indu,  aod 

cessively  undergone.    I  shall  speak  to  these  entailed  on  their  mortgaged  posterity  for  eve/? 

operations  when  I  come  particularly  to  answer  A  debt  oT  millions,  in  favour  of  a  set  of  men, 

the  right  honourable  gondeman  on  each  of  the  whoee  names,  with  few  exceptions,  are  eitbc 

heads,  as  he    has  Uiought  proper  to  divide  buried  in  the  obscurity  of  their  origin  au 

them.    But  this  was  the  exact  view  in  which  talents,  or  dragged  into  light  by  the  enonnitj 

these  debts  first  appeared  to  the  court  of  di-  of  their  crimes  ? 

rectors,  and  to  the  world.     It  varied  after-         In  my  opinion  the  courage  of  the  minisfa 

wards.    But  it  never  appeared  in  any  other  was  the  most  wonderful  part  of  the  transadioo, 

than  a  most  questionable  shape.    When  this  especially  as  ho  must  have  read,  or  rather  tiie 

gigantic  phantom  of  debt  first  appeared  before  right  honourable  gentleman  says,  he  has  roul 

a  young  minister,  it  naturally  would  have  jus-  for  him,  whole  vohmics  upon  the  subject   The 

tified  some  degree  of  doubt  and  apprehension,  volumes,  by  the  way,  are  not  by  cme  tenth  ptn 

Such  a  prodigy  would  have  filled  any  common  so  numerous  as  the  right  honourable  gendeotu 

man  with  superstitious  fears.    He  would  ex-  has   thought  proper  to  pretend,   in  order  ti 

orcise  that  shapeless,  nameless  form,  and  by  (lighten  you  from  inquiry;  but  in  these  vcrfumea. 

every  thing  sacred  would  have  adjured  it  to  such  as  they  are,  the  minister  must  kave  iomi 

tell  by  what  means  a  small  number  of  slight  a  full  authority  for  a  suspicion  (at  the  v<a) 

individuals,  ofno  consequence  or  situation,  pos-  least)  of  every  thing  relative  to  the  great  Ux^ 

sessed  of  no  lucrative  offices,  without  the  com-  tunes  made  at  Madras.    What  is  that  autk>> 

mand  of  armies,  or  the  known  administration  rity  ?^    Why  ho  other  than  the  standing  autho* 

of  revenues,  without  profession  of  any  kind,  rity  for  all  the  claims  which  the  ministry  bas 

without  any  sort  of  trade  sufficient  to  employ  a  thought  fit  to  provide  for — the  £Tand  debtor^ 

pedlar,  could  have,  in  a  few  years  (as  to  some,  the  nabob  of  Arcot  himself.    Hear  thatpriiKe, 

even  in  a  few  months)  amassed  treasures  equal  in  the  letter  written  to  the  court  of  directon, 

to  the  revenues  of  a  respectable  kingdom?  at  the  precise  period,  whilst  the  main  body  of 

Was  it  not  enough  to  put  these  gentlemen,  in  those  debts  were  contracting.    In  his  letter  he 

the  noviciate  of  their  administration,  on  their  states  himself  to  be,  what  undoubtedly  he  ii, 

guard,  and  to  call  upon  them  for  a  strict  in-  a  most  competent  wiuiess  to  this  point.   After 

quiry  (if  not  to  justify  them  in  a  reprobation  speaking  of  the  war  with  Hyder  Ali  in  1768 

of  those  demands  without  any  inquiry  at  all)  and  1769,  and  of  other  measures  which  be 

that  when  all  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  censures  (whether  right  or  vrrong   it  signifies 

had  for  years  been  witness  to  the  immense  nothing)  and  into  which  he  says  he  had  been 

sums  laid  out  by  the  servants  of  the  company  led  by  the  company's  servants  ;  he  proceeds  is 

in  stocks  of  all  denominations,  in  the  purchase  this  manner — ''  If  all  lliese  things  were  against 

of  lands,  in  the  buying  and  building  of  houses,  the  real  interests  of  the  company,  they  are  tea 

in  the  securing  quiet  seats  in  parliament,  or  in  thousand  times  more  against  mine,  and  against 

the  tumultuous  riot  of  contested  elections,  in  the  prosperity  of  my  country,  arKi  the  happi- 

wandering  throughout  the  whole  range  of  those  ness  of  my  people ;  for  your  interests  andmioe 

variegated   modes    of  inventive    prodigality,  are  the  same.     IVhattDere  thof  mtingtoAenf 

which  sometimes  have  excited  our  wonder,  to  Vxe  private  views  of  a  few  individuals^  wAt 

sometimes  roused  our  indignation  ;  that  after  have  enriched  themselves  at  the  expense  of  yow 

all  India  was  four  millions  still  in  debt  to  them  ?  influence,  and  of  my  country  ,*  for  your  tercanti 

India  in  debt  to  them  I  For  what  ?  Every  debt  HA  VE  NO  TRADE  IN  THIS  COUN- 

for  which  an  equivalent  of  some  kind  or  other  TRY;  neither  do  you  pay  them  high  vxiges^ 

is  not  given,  is  on  the  face  of  it  a  fraud.  What  yet  in  a  few  years  tliey  return  to  England  inA 

is  the  equivalent   they  have   given  ?    What  many  lacs  of  pagodas.     How  cem  you  or  I 

equivalent  had  they  to  give?    What  are  the  account  for  such  immense  fortunes  acqmrtd  m 

articles  of  commerce,  or  tlie  branches  of  ma-  so  short  a  time,  without  any  visible  meems  ef 

nufacture  which  those  gentlemen  have  carried  getting  them  ?" 

hence  to  enrich  India  ?    What  are  tlie  sciences        When  he  asked  this  question,  which  mvolvct 

they  beamed  out  to  enlighten  it?  What  are  the  its  ans^vcr,  it  is  extraordinary  that  curiosity  (tid 

arts  they  introduced  to  cheer  and  to  adorn  it  ?  not  prompt  tlic  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  Ic 

What  are  the  religious,  what  the  moral  institu-  that  inquiry,  which  might  come  in  vain  reooiD' 

(loos  they  have  taught  among  that  people  as  a  mended  to  him  by  his  own  act  of  parliament 

guide  to  life,  or  as  a  consolation  when  life  is  to  Does  not  the  nabob*  of  Arcot  tell  us  in  so  ma*  i 
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words,  that  there  was  no  fair  way  of  making  and  confederating  on  one  side,  and  the  public 
the  enormous  sums  sent  by  the  company's  ser-  revenues,  and  the  miserable  inhabitants  of  a 
vants  to  England  ?  and  do  you  imagine  that  ruined  country,  on  the  other.  These  are  the 
there  #as  or  could  be  more  honesty  and  good  real  plaintiffs  and  the  real  defendants  in  the 
Ikith,  in  the  demands  for  what  remained  behind  suit.  Refusing  a  shilling  from  his  hoards  for 
in  India  ?  Of  what  nature  were  the  transac-  the  satisfaction  of  any  demand,  the  nabob  of 
tions  with  himself?  If  you  follow  the  train  of  Arcot  is  always  ready,  nay,  he  earnestly,  and 
his  information  you  must  see,  that  if  these  with  eagerness  and  passion,  contends  for  deli- 
great  sums  were  at  all  lent,  it  was  not  property,  vcring  up  to  these  pretended  creditors  his  ter- 
*  ut  spoil  that  was  lent ;  il  not  lent,  the  trans-  ritory  and  his  subjects.     It  is  therefore  not 

ction  was  not  a  contract,  but  a  fraud.   Either  from  treasuries  and  mines,  but  from  the  food 

way,  if  light  enough  could  not  be  furnished  to  of  your  unpaid  armies,  from  the  blood  with- 

uthorizc  a  full  condemnation  of  these  demands,  held  from  the  veins,  and  whipt  out  of  the  backs 

thejr  ought  to  have  been  leA  to  the  parties,  of  the  nuxt  miserable  of  men,  that  we  are  to 

who  best  knew  and  understood  each  other's  pamper  extortion,  usury,  and  peculation,  under 

DTOceedings.    It  was  not  necessary  that  the  the  false  names  of  debtors  and  creditors  of  state. 

-\uthority  of  government  should  interpose  in  The  great  patron  of  these  creditors,  (to  whose 

avour  of  .claims,  whose  very  foundation  was  honour  tliey  ought  to  erect  statues,)  the  right 
a  defiance  of  that  authority,  and  whose  object  honourable  gentleman,*^  in  stating  the  merits 
and  end  was  its  entire  subversion.  which  recommended  them  to  his  favour,  has 
It  may  be  said  that  this  letter  was  written  ranked  them  under  three  grand  divisions.    The 
by  the  nabob  of  Arcot  in  a  moody  humour,  first,  the  creditors  of  1767 ;  then  the  creditors 
under  the  influence  of  some  chagrin.  Certainly  of  the  cavalry  loan ;  and  lastly,  the  creditors 
it  was ;   but  it  is  in  such  humours  that  truth  of  the  loan  in  1777.    Let  us  examine  them, 
comes  out.    And  when  he  tells  you  from  his  one  by  one,  as  they  pass  in  review  before  us. 
own  knowledge,  what  every  one  must  presume,  The  first  of  these  loans,  that  of  1767,  he 
from  the  extreme  probability  of  the  thing,  whe-  insists,   has  an  indisputable  claim  upon  the 
iher  he  told  it  or  not,  one  such  testimony  is  public  justice.    The  creditors,  he  affirms,  lent 
worth  a  thousand  that  contradict  that  proba-  their  money  publicly ;  they  advanced  it  with 
Lility,  wnen  the  parties  have  a  better  under-  the  express  knowledge  and  approbation  of  the 
standing  with  each  other,  and  when  they  have  company ;  and  it  was  contracted  at  the  mode- 
1  point  to  carry,  that  may  unite  them  in  a  rate  interest  of  ten  per  cent.      In  this  loan  the 
common  deceit.  demand  is,  according  to  him,  not  only  just,  but 
If  this  body  of  private  claims  of  debt,  real  meritorious  in  a  very  high  degree;  and  one 
or  devi.sed,  were  a  question,  as  it  is  falsely  would  be  inclined  to  believe  he  thought  so, 
pretended,  between  the   nabob  of  Arcot  as  because  he  has  put  it  last  in  the  provision  he 
debtor,  and  Paul  Benfield  and  his  associates  has  made  for  these  claims, 
as  creditors,  I  am  sure,  I  should  give  myself  I  readily  admit  this  debt  to  stand  the  fairest 
but  little  trouble  about  it.    If  the  hoards  of  of  the  whole  ;  for  whatever  may  bo  my  suspi- 
oppression  were   the  fund  for  satisfying  the  cions  concerning  a  part  of  it,  I  can  convict  it 
claims  of  bribery  and  peculation,  who  would  of  nothing  worse  than  the  most  enormous  usu- 
wish  to  interfere  between  such  litigants?    If  ry.    But  I  can  convict  upon  the  spot  the  right 
the  demands  were  confined  to  what  might  be  honourable  gentleman,  of  the  most  daring  mis- 
drawn  from  the  treasures,  which  the  company's  representation  in  every  one  fact,  without  any 
records  uniformly  assert  tliat  the  nabob  is  in  exception,  that  he  has  alleged  in  defence  of 
possession  of;  or  if  he  had  mines  of  gold  or  this  loan,  and  of  his  own  conduct  with  regard 
silver,  or  diamonds,  (as  we  know  that  ho  has  to  it.    I  will  shew  you  that  this  debt  was  never 
none,)  these  gentlemen  might  break  open  his  contracted  with  the  knowledge  of  the  corn- 
boards,  or  dig  in  his  mines,  without  any  dis-  pany ;  that  it  had  not  their  approbation ;  that 
tinrbance  from  me.    But  the  gentlemen  on  the  they  received  the  first  intelligence  of  it  with 
other  side  of  the  house  know  as  weU  as  I  do,  the  utmost  possible  surprise,  indignation,  and 
and  they  dare  not  contradict  me,  that  the  nabob  alarm. 

of  Arcot  and  his  creditors  are  not  adversaries.  So  far  from  being  previously  apprized  of  the 

but  collusive  parties,  and  that  the  whole  trans-  transaction  from  its  origin,  it  was  two  yean 

action  is  under  a  false  colour  and  false  names,  before  the  court  of  directors  obtained  any  offi- 

The  litigation  is  not,  nor  ever  has  been,  be-  cial  intelligence  of  it.  "  The  dealings  of  the 
tween  their  rapacity  and  his  hoarded  riches. 

No  *  it  if  between  him  and  them  coqibininc  «  Mr.  Dundai. 
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■errantB  with  the  nabob  were  concealed  from  the  laid  goremour  and  council  have,  m  ntl^ 

the  6r8t,  until  they  were  found  out,*'  (says  Mr.  rioua  violation  qf  the  trtial  reposed  in  than, 

Sayer,  Uie  company's  counflel,)  **  by  the  report  manifestly  preferred  the  intereai  ofprvuaie  ndJN 

of  the  country."    The  presidency,  however,  vidualt  to  that  of  the  company,  in  permitting  the 

at  last  thought  proper  to  send  an  official  ao  assignment  of  the  revenues  of  certain  vahnkk 

count.    On  this  the  directors  tell  them,  "  to  districts,  to  a  very  large  amount,  from  the 

3rour  great  reproach  it  has  been  concealed  from  nabob  to  individuals," — and  then  highly  aggra- 

M.    We  cannot  but  suspect  this  debt  to  have  vating  their  crimes,  they  add  "  we  order  aid 

had  its  wei^t  in  ymtr  propoeeu  aggrandixement  direct  that  you  do  examine,  iu  the  most  impa^ 

of  Mahomed  AH,  [the  nabob  of  Arcot;]  but  tial  manner,  all  the  above-mentioned  transae* 

whether  it  has  or  has  not,  certain  it  is,  you  are  tions ;   and  that  you  pwniah  by  su^wnsioo, 

guilty  of  an  high  breach  of  duty  in  concealing  degradation,  dismission,  or  otherwise,  as  to 

it  from  us."  you  shall  seem  meet,  all  and  every  auch  ser* 

These  expressions,  concerning  the  ground  vant  or  servants  of  the  company,  vHio  may  by 

of  the  transaction,  its  effect,  and  its  clandestine  you  be  found  guilty  of  any  of  the  i^ve  ofiences." 

nature,  aro  in  the  letters,  bearing  drtte  March  "  We  had  (say  the  directors)  the  mortification 

17, 1769.    After  receiving  a  more  full  account  to  find  that  the  servants  of  the  cofn|Mr.y,  fi^ 

gn  the  23d  March,   1770,   they    state,  that  had  been  roused^  tupparted^  and  owed  their  pre- 

**  Messrs.  John  Pybus,  John  Call,  and  James  eent  opulence  to  the  advantages  gained  in  such 

Bourchier,  as   trustees   for  themselves   and  service,  have  in  this  instance  most  u^aithfidbf 

others  of  the  nabob's  private  creditors,  had  brayed  their  trust,  abandoned  the  companj's 

proved  a  deed  <if  assignment  upon  the  nabob  interest,  and  prostituted  its  influence  to  aooom- 

and  his  son  of  FIFTEEN  districts  of  the  pliah  the  purposes  of  individuala,tohiUt^inle' 

nabob's  country,  the  revenues  of  which  yielded,  rest  of  the  company  is  almost  wholly  neglededf 

in  time    of   peace,    eight  lacs  of  pagodas  and  payment  to  us  rendered  extremely  preca- 

[£.320,000  sterling]  annually ;  and  likewise  an  rious."    Uere  then  is  the  rock  of  approbatioo 

assignment  of  the  yearly  tribute  paid  the  nabob  of  the*  court  of  directors,  on  which  the  rigirt 

from  the  rajah  of  Tanjore,  amounting  to  four  honourable   gentleman   says    this  debt  was 

lacs  of  rupees,  [£.40,000."]      The  territorial  founded.    Any  member,  Mr.  Speaker,  who 

revenue,  at  that  time  possessed  by  these  gen-  should  come  into  the  house,  on  my  reading 

tlemen,  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  this  sentence  of  condenmation  of  the  court  of 

their  masters,  amounted  to  three  hundred  and  directors  against    their   unfaithful   servants, 

sixty  thousand  pounds  sterling  annually.  They  might  well  imagine  that  he  had  heard  an  harrii, 

were  making  rapid  strides  to  the  entire  pos-  severe,  tmqualified  invective  against  the  pre- 

session  of  the  country,  when  the  directors,  sent  ministerial  board  of  controuL     So  exactly 

whom  the  right  honourable  gendeman  states  do  the  proceedings  of  the  patrons  of  this  abuM 

as  having  authorized  these  proceedings,  were  tally  with  those  of  the  actors  in  it,  that  die 

kept  in  such  profound  ignorance  of  this  royal  expressions  used  in  the  condemnation  of  the 

acquisition  of  territorial  revenue  by  their  ser-  one,  may  serve  for  the  reprobation  of  the  other, 

vants,  that  in  the  same  letter  they  say,  *'  this  without  the  ch|uige  of  a  word, 

assignment  was  obtained  by  three  of  the  mem'  To  read  you  all  the  expressicMts  of  wrath  and 

6er«  of  your  boards  in  January  1767,  yet  we  do  indignation  fulminated  in  thia  dispatch  agaiost 

not  find  the  least  trace  of  it  upon  your  consulta-  the  meritorious  creditors  of  the  ri^t  h(»oar- 

tions,  until  August  1768,  nor  do  any  of  your  let-  able  gentleman,  who  according  to  him  have 

ters  to  us  afford  any  information  relative  to  such  been  so  fully  approved  by  the  company,  wooM 

transactions,  till  the  1st  of  November,  1768.  By  be  to  read  the  whole. 

your  last  letters  ofthe  8th  ofMay,  1769,  you  bring  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  with  an 

the  whole  proceedings  to  light  in  one  view."  address  peculiar  to  himself,  every   wmv  and 

As  to  the  previous  knowledge  of  the  com-  then  slides  in  the  presidency  of  MadrH,  as 
pany,  and  its  sanction  to  the  debts,  you  see  synonymous  to  the  company.  That  the  pre* 
that  this  assertion  of  that  knowledge  is  utterly  lidency  did  approve  the  debt,  is  certain.  Bat 
onfbunded.  But  did  the  directors  approve  c^  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  as  prudent  in 
it,  and  ratify  the  transaction  when  it  was  suppressing"  as  skilful  in  bringing  forward  bii 
known  ?  The  very  reverse.  On  the  same  Sd  matter,  has  not  chosen  to  tell  you  that  the  pro- 
of March,  the  directors  declare,  "  upon  an  im-  sidency  were  the  very  persons  guilty  of  coo* 
partial  examination  ofthe  whole  conduct  of  our  tracting  tliis  loan;  creditors  themadves,  and 
late  goveraour  and  council  of  Fort  George  agents  and  trustees  for  all  the  other  creditors. 
(Madras)  and  09  the  fullest  consideration,  that  For  this  the  court  of  directora  accuM  tbaai  d 
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trtAch  of  trait ;  and  for  this  the  right  hooooiw  ntnee  from  the  iwbob ;  9mn  our  diiearded 
able  geotlenMnoonBiden  them  as  penectl/good  officers,  hovrerer  mnrorthj,  are  reoeired  into 
anthofi^  ibr  those  claims.  It  is  pleasant  to  the  nabob's  serrice."*  It  was  indeed  a  maU 
hear  a  gentleman  of  the  law  quote  the  appro-  ter  of  no  wonderfid  sagacity  to  determine 
iMtioa  of  creditors  as  an  authority  for  their  whether  the  court  of  directors,  with  their  nii> 
flfwn  debt.  serable  salaries  to  their  servants,  of  four  or  fire 
How  they  came  to  contract  the  debt  to  them*  hundred  pounds  a  year,  or  the  distributor  of 
selves,  how  they  came  to  act  as  agents  for  millions,  was  most  likely  to  be  obeyed.  It 
those  whom  they  ought  to  have  controuled,  is  was  an  invention  beyond  the  imagination  of  all 
for  ytMir  inquiry.  The  policy  of  this  debt  was  the  speculatists  of  our  speculating  ago,  to  see 
announced  to  the  court  of  directors,  by  the  a  government  quietly  settled  in  one  and  the 
very  persons  concerned  in  creating  it.  «  Till  same  town,  composed  of  two  distinct  members ; 
very  lately,"  (say  the  presidency,)  *'  the  nabob  one  to  pay  scantily  for  obedience,  and  the 
phbced  his  dependence  on  the  company.  Now  other  to  bribe  high  for  rebellion  and  revolt, 
he  has  been  taught  by  ill  advisers,  that  an  inte-  The  next  thing  which  recommends  this  par- 
rest  out  of  doors  may  stand  him  in  good  stead,  ticular  debt  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
He  has  been  made  to  believe  that  hia  private  is,  it  seems,  the  moderate  interest  of  ten  p^ 
ereditart  have  power  and  inUreti  to  over-rtde  the  cent.  It  would  be  lost  labour  to  observe  ob 
murt  of  directors***  The  nabob  was  not  mis-  this  assertion.  The  nabob,  in  a  longapido- 
mformed.  The  private  creditors  instantly  qua-  getic  letterf  for  the  transaction  between  him 
lifieda  vast  number  of  votes;  and  having  roiade  and  the  body  of  the  creditors,  states  the  fact, 
themselves  masters  of  the  court  of  profx^etors,  as  I  shall  state  it  to  you.  In  the  accumulation 
as  well  as  extending  a  powerful  cabal  in  other  of  this  debt,  the  first  interest  paid  was  fronf 
places  as  important,  they  so  ccmipletely  over-  thirty  to  thirty-six  per  cent,  it  was  then  brou^ 
turned  the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors  at  down  to  twenty-five  per  tent,  at  length  it  was 
home  and  abroad,  that  this  poor  bafHed  govern-  reduced  to  twenty ;  and  there  it  found  its  rest, 
ment  was  soon  obliged  to  lower  its  tone.  It  During  the  whole  process,  as  often  as  any  of 
was  glad  to  be  admitted  into  partnership  with  these  monstrous  interests  fell  into  an  arrear, 
its  own  servants.  The  court  of  directors  esta-  (into  which  they  were  continually  falling,)  the 
bUshing  the  debt  which  they  had  reprobated  as  arrear,  formed  into  a  new  capital,^  was  added 
a  breach  of  trust,  and  which  was  planned  for  to  the  old,  and  the  same  interest  of  twen^ 
the  subversion  of  their  authority,  settled  its  per  cent,  accrued  upon  both.  The  company, 
payments  on  a  par  with  those  of  the  public ;  having  got  some  scent  of  the  enormous  usury 
and  even  so,  were  not  able  to  obtain  peace  or  which  prevailed  at  Madras,  thought  it  necet* 
even  equality  in  their  demands.  All  the  con-  sary  to  interfere,  and  to  order  all  interests  to 
sequences  lay  in  a  regular  and  irresistible  be  lowered  to  ten  per  cent.  This  order,  whidi 
train.  By  employing  tfieir  influence  for  the  contained  no  exception,  though  it  by  no  means 
recovery  of  tiiis  debt,  their  orders,  issued  in  pointed  particularly  to  this  class  of  debts,  came 
the  same  breath,  against  creating  new  debts,  like  a  thunder-clap  on  the  nabob.  He  coo- 
only  animated  the  strong  desires  of  their  ser- 
vants to  this  prohibited  prolific  sport,  and  it  *  ""?  [the  nabob]  Is  In  a  preat  ae^ee  the 
^  J  y  r  Jj  _u.  cause  ©four  present  inability ;  by  diverting  the 
toon  produced  a  swarm  of  sons  and  daughters,  revenues  of  the  Carnaiic  through  private  chan 
Sot  in  the  least  degenerated  fi-om  the  vu^e  of  nela."—**  Even  this  Peshcush  [the  Tanjore 
(heir  parents.  tribute]  circumstanced  as  he  and  we  are,  he  has 

From  that    moment,  the  authority  of  the  *"*«"*^  ?/''*?  ?.^"!J^'^ 'T  r^'^.Tf.lJ!? 

_*_^    -  ,.  •    J  •    .L    /^        .•         J  tn  oppoettion  to  the  company."    Consultations. 

court  of  directors  expired  m  the  Camatic,  and  October  U,  1769,  on  the  12th  cororouuicatedto 

^mj  where  else.    "  Every  man,"  says  the  the  nabob. 

premdency,  "  who  opposes  the   government        t  Nabob's  letter  to  Govemour  Palk.    Papen 

ftad  its  HMSures,  finds  m  immediate  counte-  P"W»fJ«?  »»T  *»»«  d«'«ctors  In  1776 ;  and  papers 

<««H  ftw  uKwiuica,  uww  mu  iiuuivut.^  wuu%«^  printed  by  the  same  authority,  1781. 

f  See  |»per8  printed  by  order  of  a  general 

♦  For  the  threats  of  the  creditors,  and  total  court  In  1790,  p.  329,  and  p.  394,  as  also  nabob's 

^til»ygrsk>n  or  the  authority  of  the  company  in  letter  to  Oovemour  bupre.  19th  July,  1771,  « 1 

t%TOiir  of  the  nabob's  power,  and  the  Increase  have  taken  up  loans  by  which  I  have  suffered  a 

ClMTOby  of  his  evil  dispositions,  and  the  great  loss  of  upwarde  of  a  erore  of  pagoda*  [four 

ilaiBjiffement  of  all  public  concerns,  see  select  millions  sterling]    by  intere»t  on  an    Aeosf 

eomminee  Fon  8l  Oeorge*s  letters,  3l8t  No.  tnfere«/.**— Letter  loth  January,  1773.  "  Not 

bomber,  1709,  and  January  Slst,  1770 ;  Septem.  withstanding  I  have  uken  much  trouble,  and 

ttar  1  Ith,  1773.  And  Oovemour  Boiu-chier's  let-  have  made  many  payments  to  my  creditors,  js| 

t«rs  to  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  31st  November,  1709,  the  load  of  my  detK,  tehieh  becam$  ec  great^kh 

%nd  December  9th,  1769.  intereet  a$td  eompouw  intereetf  is  not  clsared  * 
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gidered  his  pditical  credit  as  ruined  ;  but  to  measure,  do  man  shall  ravish  from  me     n 

find   a  remedy  to  this  unexpected  evil,  he  shall  be  safely  lodged  in  the  sanctuary  of  waj 

again  added  to  the  old  principal  twenty  per  heart ;  never,  never  to  be  torn  from  thencci 

etnL  interest  acoumg  for  the  last  year.    Thus  but  with  those  holds  that  grapple  it  to  life, 
a  new  fund  was  formed  ;  and  it  was  on  that        I  say,  I  well  remember  thai  bill,  and  every 

accumulation  of  various  principals,  and  inte-  one  of  its  honest  and  its  wise  provisions.    I 

rests  heaped  upon  interests,  not  on  tlie  sum  is  not  true  that  this  debt  was  ever  protected  of 

originally  lent,  as  the  right  honourable  gentle-  enforced,  or  any  revenue  whatsoever  set  apart 

man  would  make  you  believe,  that  ten  percent,  for  it    It  was  left  in  that  bill  just  where  it 

was  settled  on  the  whole.  stood ;  to  be  paid  or  not  to  be  paid  out  (^  the 

When  you  consider  the  enormity  of  the  nabob's  private  treasures,  according  to  his 
interest  at  which  these  debts  were  contracted,  own  discretion.  The  company  had  actually 
and  the  several  interests  added  to  the  princi-  given  it  their  sanction  ;  though  always  relying 
pal,  I  believe  you  will  not  think  me  so  sco{>-  ^r  its  validity  on  the  sole  security  of  the  faith 
tical,  if  I  should  doubt,  whether  for  this  debt  of  him,*  whc  without  their  knowledge  or  con- 
of  £.880,000  the  nabob  ever  saw  £.100,000  in  sent  entered  into  the  original  obligation.  It 
real  money.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  no  other  sanction  ;  it  ought  to  have  had 
suspecting,  with  all  his  absolute  dominion  over  no  other.  So  far  was  Mr.  Fox's  bill  from  pro- 
fact,  that  he  never  will.be  able  to  defend  even  viding/um2«  for  it,  as  this  ministry  have  wick- 
this  venerable  patriarchal  job,  though  sancti-  edly  done  for  this,  and  ibr  ten  times  worse 
fied  by  its  numerous  issue,  and  hoary  with  tnuisacticms,  out  of  the  public  estate,  that  an 
prescriptive  years,  has  recourse  to  recrimina-  express  clause  immediately  preceded,  posi 
tion,  the  last  resource  of  guilt.  He  says  that  tively  forbidding  any  British  subject  from  re- 
this  loan  of  1767  w:as  provided  for  in  Mr.  ceiving  assignments  upon  any  part  of  the  tenri- 
Fox's  India  bill ;  and  judging  of  others  by  his  torial  revenue,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever.! 
own  nature  and  principles,  he  more  than  in-  You  recollect,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  chan- 
sinuates,  that  this  provision  was  made,  not  collor  of  the  exchequer  strongly  professed  ta 
from  any  sense  of  merit  in  the  claim,  but  retain  every  part  of  Mr.  Fox's  bill  which  was 
from  partiality  to  General  Smith,  a  proprietor,  intended  to  prevent  abuse ;  but  in  hi*  India  bifl, 
and  an  agent  for  that  debt.  If  partiality  which  (let  me  do  justice)  is  as  able  and  skiUiii 
could  have  had  any  weight  against  justice  and  a  perfonnancc  for  its  own  purposes,  as  ever 
policy,  with  the  then  ministers  and  their  issued  from  the  wit  of  man,  premeditating  this 
friends.  General  Smith  had  titles  to  it.  But  iniquity — hoe  ^[mim  %U  strueret  TrojtMmqtu 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  knows  as  well  aperiret  AchiviSf  expunged  this  essential  dause, 
as  I  do,  that  General  Smith  was  very  far  from  broke  down  the  fence  which  was  raised  to 
looking  on  himself  as  partially  treated  in  the  cover  the  public  property  against  the  n^Mcity 
arrangements  of  that  time ;  indeed  what  man  of  his  partisans,  and  thus  levelling  every  ob- 
dared  to  hope  for  private  partiality  in  that  struction,  he  made  a  firm,  broad,  highvray  for 
sacred  plan  for  relief  to  nations  ?  sin  and  death,  for  usury  and  oppression,  to 

It  is  not  necessary  that  the  right  honourable  renew  their  ravages  throughout  the  devoted 

gentleman  should  sarcastically  call  that  time  revenues  of  the  Camatic. 
to  our  recollection.    Well   do  I  remember         The  tenour,  the  policy,  and  the  consequonoes 

every  circumstance  of  that  memorable  period,  of  this  debt  of  1767,  are,  in  the  eyes  of  mini^ 

Grod  forbid  I  should  forget  it    O  illustrious  try,  so  excellent,  that  its  merits  aro  irresiati- 

disgrace!  O  victorious  defeat!  may  your  me-  ble;  and  it  takes  the  lead  to  give  credit  and 

mortal  bo  fi'esh  and  new  to  the  latest  genera-  countenance  to  all  the  rest    Along  with  hii 

tioos !    May  the  day  of  that  generous  conflict  chosen  body  of  heavy-armed  in&ntry,  and  to 

be  stamped  in  characters  never  to  be  cancelled  support  it^  in  the  line,  the  right  honourable  ges- 

or  worn  out  from  the  records  of  time !    Lot  tieman  has  stationed  his  corps  of  black  eavaby. 

ix>  man  hear  of  us,  who  shall  not  hear  that  in  if  there  bo  any  advantage  between  this  debt 

a  struggle  against  the  intrigues  of  courts,  and  and  that  of  1769,  according  to  him  the  cavaky 

the  perfklious  levity  of  the  multitude,  we  fell  debt  has  it    It  is  not  a  subject  of  delenee;  it 

in  the  cause  of  honour,  in  the  cause  of  our  is  a  theme  of  panegyric.    Listen  to  the  righl 

country,  in  the  cause  of  human  nature  itself!  honourable  gentleman,  and  you  wHl  tad  i^ 

But  if  fortune  should  be    as  powerful  over  was  contracted  to  save  the  country ;  to  ] 
fame,  as  she  has  been  prevalent  over  virtue,  at 

least  our  cooscience  is  beyond  her  jurisdidion.        *  The  nabob  of  Arcot. 
Mr  poor  riiare  in  the  support  of  that  great       f  Appendix,  No.  S. 
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nutiny  ill  armies ;  to  introduce  cDConomy  in  re-  dily  gave  the  sanction  of  the  company  to  those 
reuues;  and  for  all  these  honourable  purposes,  servants  who  knew  that  the  company,  whott 
It  originated  at  the  express  dA&ire,  and  by  the  r^  sanction  was  demanded,  had  positively  prohi* 
presentaiive  authority  of  the.  company  itself.         bitod  all  such  transactions. 

First,  let  me  say  a  word  to  the  authority.        However,  so  far  as  the  reality  of  the  dealing 
This  debt  was  contracted  not  by  the  authority     goes,  all  is  hitherto  &ir  and  plausible ;  and 
of  the  company,  not  by  its  representatives,  (as     here  the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  concludes, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  the  unpa-     with  commendable  prudence,  his  account  of 
ralleled  confidence  to  assert,)  but  in  the  ever-     the  business.    But  here  it  is  I  shall  beg  leave 
Bemorable  period  of  1777,  by  the   usurped     to  commence  my  supplemem :  for  the  gentle- 
power  of  those  who  rebellious ly,  in  conjunction     man's  discreet  modesty  has  led  him  to  cut  the 
with  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  had  overturned  the     thread  of  the  story  somewhat  abruptly.    One 
lawful  government  of  Madras.    For  that  rebel-     of  the  most  essential  parties  is  quite  forgotten. 
lioD,  this  house  unanimously  directed  a  public     Why  should  the  episode  of  the  poor  nidx>b  be 
prosecution.    The  delinquents,  afler  they  bad     omitted  ?    When  that  prince  chooses  it,  no- 
subverted   government,  in  order  to  maJce  to     body  can  tell  his  story  better.    Excuse  me,  if 
themselves  a  party  to  support  them  in  their     I  apply  again  to  my  book,  and  give  it  you  fiom 
power,  are  universally  known  to  have  dealt  jobs     the  first  hand ;  from  the  nabob  himself, 
about  to  the  right  and  to  the  led,  and  to  any        "  Mr.   Stratton   became    acquainted  with 

^rvho  were  willing  to  receive  them.    This  usur-  this,  and  got  Mr.  Taylor  and  others  to  lend 

pation,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  me  four  lacs  of  pagodas  towards  discharging 

'well  knows,  was  brought  about  by  and  for  the  the  arrears  of  pay  df  my  troops.    Upon  this,  I 

great  mass  of  these  pretended  debts,  is  the  wrote  a  letter  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Stratton ;  aikl 

authority  which  is  set  up  by  him  to  represent  upon  the  faith  of  this  money  being  paid  imme* 

the  company  ;  to  represent  that  company  which  diately,  I  ordered  many  of  my  troops  to  be  dis- 

&om  the  first  moment  of  their  hearing  of  this  ciiarged  by  a  certain  day,  and  lessened  the 

corrupt  andfraudulent  transaction,  to  Uiis  hour,  number  of  my  servants.     Mr.  Taylor,   &e. 

have  uniformly  diiowned  and  disavowed  it.  some  time  after  acquainted  me,  that  they  had 

So  much  for  the  authority.    As  to  the  facts,  no  ready  money,  but  they  would  grant  teeps 

partly  true,  and   partly  colourable,  as   they  payable  in  four  months.     This  astonished  me ; 

stand  recorded,  they  are  in  substance  these.—  for  I  did  not  know  what  might  happen,  w^en 

The  nabob  of  Arcot,  as  soon  as  he  had  thrown  the  sepoys  were  dismissed  fivm  my  service.   I 

off*  the  superiority  of  this  country  by  means  of  hegged  of  Mr.  Taylor  and  the  others  to  pay 

these  creditors,  kept  up  a  great  army  whidi  this  sum  to  the  officers  of  my  regiments  at  the 

be  never  paid.    Of  course,  his  soldiers  vfero  time  they  mentioned ;  and  desired  the  officerS| 

generally  in  a  state  of  mutiny.*  The  usurping  at  the  same  time,  to  pacify  and  persuade  the 

council  say  that  they  laboured  hard  with  their  nien  belonging  to  them,  that  their  pay  woidd 

master  the  nabob,  to  persuade  him  to  reduce  be  given  to  them  at  the  end  of  four  months ;  and 

these  mutinous  and  useless  troops.    He  con-  that  till  those  arrears  were  discharged,  their  pay 

sented ;  but  as  usual,  pleaded  inability  to  pay  should  be  continued  to  them.    T^  y«*n  are 

them  their  arrears.    Here  was  a  difficulty,  nearly  expired  since  that  time,  but  Mr.  Tay- 

The  nabob  had  no  money ;  the  company  had  lor  has  not  yet  entirely  discharged  the  arrean 

no  money ;  every  public  supply  was  empty,  c^  those  troops,  and  I  am  obliged  to  continue 

But  there  was  one  resource  which  no  season  their  pay  from  that  time  till  this.    I  hoped  tc 

has  ever  yet  dried  up  in  that  climate.    The  have  been  able,  by  this  expediiMU,  to  have  les- 

tomean  were  at  hand ;  that  is,  private  English  sened  the  number  of  my  troops,  and  discharg«d 

BBoney^jobbers  offered  their  assistance.    Mes-  the  arrears  due  to  them,  considering  the  tnile 

sieors  Tayk>r,  Majendie  and  Call,  proposed  of  interest  to  Mr.  Taylor,  and  the  others,  ts 

to  advance  the  small  sum  of  £.160,00010  pay  no  great  maUer ;  but  instead  of  this,  lam  op- 

off  the  nabob's  black  cavab-y,  provided  the  preued  with  the  burthen  qf  pay  due  to  thm 

eompeny's  authority  was  given  for  their  loan,  troops ;  and  the  intereety  which  is  going  on  Is 

This  was  the  great  point  of  policy  always  Mr.  Ta^Jrom  the  day  the  teips  were  granUi 

aimed  at,  and  pursued  through  a  hundred  de-  to  him."    What  I  have  read  to  you  is  an  ei- 

fiees  by  the  servants  at  Madras.    The  presi-  tract  of  a  letter  fi-om  the  Camatic  to  Govemour 

dency,  who  themselves  had  no  authority  for  the  Rumbold,  dated  the  22d,  and  received  the  S4tli 

5iKtions  they  presumed  to  exercise,  very  rea-  of  March,  1779.* 

*8es  Bfr.  DundaTs  1st,  9d  and  Sd,  reports.  •  See  fVdrtlisr  Consnltations,  ad  Fsbniary,  ITU 
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SuppuM  bii  highiKn  ugl  <o  In  wall  brokua  lenuics  of  iha  tnHpi  that  ihajt  iwv  ^  IM^F 

in  lo  Ihingi  of  \h\a  kiDd,  il  rauat  LDd««d  ni^  lo  eierl  ihemtelim  ia  Iha  wrica  of  Jtm 

priN  H  koDwn  uunUbllihedaboDd-mKiH',  hi^ueu," 

u  ths  nabob  at  AroH,  dob  wba  k«[H  hiiiMair  Hen,  Sir,  ;ou  aes  how  Iho*  cmuaca  tai 

Iha  lai-gnat  band  warithauae  in  Ihg  nocld,  lo  effccu  act  upon  una  amhtf.     Oob  bodj  of 

bod  that  he  «i  DOW  lo  Rcna  in  kind ;  not  troopg  imiiiniei  tct  wu'  "t  paj  j  a  date  ii 

lo  laka  RUaey  Eir  hia  oblifiitioni,  but  lo  gin  DMHncIsd  lo  pay  [beio  i  and  thaj  alill  nuain 

bia  bond  inoichangorof  ihebood  of  Maaaiom  unpaid.     A  larrilory  dastiDcd   lo  paij  otbtf 

TajLor,  Majendie  uid  Call,  and  to  pay  ba-  Innpa,  ii  aHigacd  fbr  thia  dsfat;  and  Itwa 

aide*,  agoodimarl  inlenal,  lagally  It  jiar  «vaf.  olfaar  troopa  laJl  into  the  aama  alala  of  iitdifisca 

(io  realiiy  porhapi  Iweoij,  or  lweBij4bur  pr  and  mutiny  with  [he  Bnu    Bood  ia  pakl  \j 

«m.)  br  thia  eichange  of  paper.    But  hi*  bond ;  urear  ia  luntBd  iota  new  airaar ;  uoy 

lnH|ta  ivere  Dot  to  be  ao  paid,  or  ao  disbaiklad.  eD^udt^n  Dew  uaury ;  nwtiay  anapeudad  ia 

They  waDted  bread,  and  could  not  live  by  cut-  ooe  quater,  aiaria  up  in  aDother ;  until  ail  iba 

ling  and  ahuffling  ofbooda.     The  nabob  alill  nncDusa,  ajid  all  the  ealabliahmienUi  un  aa- 

k«pt  tbe  tnjopa  in  eeryice,  and  wai  obliged  Ui  laogled  into  one  ineilricabla  knot  of  conlnaioB, 

noutiaue,  aa  you  haveaeen,  the  wbolo  aipeoae,  from  which  Ihcy  aie  only  diaeD^agod  by  baiaf 

10  oiooerale  biroactf  from  which  he  became  enli/i;ly  deatrDyed.     In  thai  alaie  of  cotifuaia^ 

tndebiad  to  ihs  emcan.  in  a  vary  (err  moniha  ailer  ihe  dale  of  tba  bk 

Had  it  alood  hers,  the  innaaclioo  would  nudtl  I  haie  juat  read  U>  you,  ihioga  w« 

hare  been  oTlbe  moat  aiKUciouaatraind' fraud  found,  when  Ihe  nabnb'a  mopa,  Cuouhad  lo 

and  uaury,  perfaapa  etcf  beforo  diacoverod,  feed  En^iah  aoucan.  Inalead  of  ileleiidin(  iha 

whatever  might  havo  been  practiaed  and  coin  counEiy,  joined  the  iiivadera,  and  deaened  ia 

CMJsd.     Bullheaaine  aulhocily  (I  moan  the  enliie  budica  lo  Hydci  Ali.* 

Iheir  papei,  he  unmedialely  baodfd  over  to  caaily  forgot,  eapecially  by  Ihaao  who  are  bred 

UkCae  geoUenifln  aomelhing  very  didcrflnlfroni  in  a  ^raat   achool.     Odo  of  those  ifilcadid 

paper ;  iJiat  ia,  the  receipt  of  a  terriTorjal  re-  ciampLeB  give  n»  leave  lo  mentioD,  at  a  acaa^ 

vonue,  of  which  il  leema  they  continued  as  what  mure   early  period,  becauao  oae  &aad 

long  in  poaaeaaion  aa  tbe  nabob  himaelf  ceo-  fumuhca  light  lo  live  diacDvery  of  auoihcr,  anJ 

linued  in  pnaanaioa  of  any  thing.     Their  pay-  ao  on,  until  the  whole  lecret  ofmyalerioua  ini- 

iha  end  id'  four  raDUIha,  and  nM  being  comple-  The  paper  I  aliall  read  you,  ii  not  oa  laomd. 

TOd  in  two  yeaia,  it  mual  be  pteaunied  (unleta  If  you  pleaao  you  may  lake  it  on  my  word.    Il 

lothenabob  were  made  out  of  the  retenuea  ionualiooinMadraa,  toSir  JahaClaTaiBg,dr 

they  had  received  from  hia  aaaignment     Thua  acribing  the  practice  that  prevailed  thaB,wiula 

Ihey  condeacended  to  aecuinulate  a  debt  oC  the  company'a  alliea  were  luder  aale,  dtMJBf 

<.ISU,OaO  wiUi  an  intenA  of  IS  per  w».  id  (be  limeofGovemourWinch'a  admiaiatratis^ 

compemation  for  a  lingering  payment  In  Lho  "  -  ^Ota  mode,"  aaya  Clavering'a  corra- 

nabob  of  £.190,000  of  bia  own  money.  apsDdent,  "of  amaaeing  money  u  ilw  nabob'a 

afler  the  aaaigiunent  of  thoae  leTrilorial  revfr-  Ibeeompany.    Here  the  govenhHir,beiBfCai4p 

tuns  lo  ihoae  genllemen,  the  nabob  mxivea  a  koeper,  ia  generaJy  oa  good  terma  with  ths 

principal  province,  of  which  Ibia  ia  Ibo  tenour  nourpreaaea  Ibo  nabob  for  the  balance  dna baa 

—"  Tbe  (Min  iTiveniK  of  thoae  diatrida  ia  by  him;  ihe  nabob  fliealo  bia  banker  ibridirf, 

your  bigfaneaa'a  order  act  apan  to  diecbarge  the  banket  engmgea  lo  pay  the  mcakoy,  wi 

the  luDcawi   [aasignnienia]    granted   la  tbe  gnnta  hia  nolea  accoidiil^y,  which  h*  pM  ii 

Euiopeana.    The  gocoaalaha  [agoola]  gf  Mr.     the  caah-booka»  ready  mooey)  ['■ '"    — 

Taylor,  to  Mr.  De  Kriea,  are  there  in  order  lo  Iwa  an  inlereal  fur  il  at  Ma  ai^  wa  rm 

Bd  aa  they  receive  ^  JMrnanaMi,  till  Ihu  luiicawa  lis  grant*  s 

ae  thai  ia  collected,  your  higbneea'a  — :-j- j--^--.- -      -                    -.  -- 
lnia|M  have  amii  or  ttfh  sMIb  pnf  dm, 

iMdi  they  cannot  receive,  ind  are  thervbr  *  "f  Dnadaa'.  i 
raducodut'" 
ilahifU|r 
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the  mean  time  are  so  managed,  that  there  is  no  which  is  the  ground  of  this  cavalry  debt  was 

call  tor  this  money  for  the  company  *8  service,  put  in  proof?  '*'    Nay,  are  we  not  in  a  manner 

till  the  tmikaws  become  due.    By  this  means  compelled  to  conclude,  that  the  court  was  sc 

DOC  a  cash  is  advanced  by  the  banker,  thou^  constituted,  when  we  know  there  is  scarcely 

he  receives  a  heavy  interest  (rota  the  nabob,  a  man  in  Madras,  who  has  not  some  partici- 

which  is  divided  as  lawful  spoil."  pation  in  these  transactions  ?    It  is  a  shame  to 

Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  you  have  the  whole  art  hear  such  prooft  mentioned,  instead  of  the  ho- 

and  mystery,  the  true  firee-raason  secret  of  the  nest  vigorous  scrutiny  which  the  circumstanoei 

profession  of  toucaring ;  by  which  a  few  i^iao-  of  such  an  afiaj*  so  indispensably  calls  for. 

cent,  inexperienced  young  Englishmen,  such  as  But  his  majesty's  ministers,  indulgent  enougn 

Mr.  Paul  Benfield,  for  instance,  without  pro^  to  other  scrutinies,  have  not  been  satisfied 

petty  upon  which  any  one  would  lend  to  them-  with  authorising  the  payment  of  tliis  demand 

selves  a  single  shilling,  are  enabled  at  once  to  without  such  inquiry  as  the  act  has  prescribed ; 

'ake  provinces  in  mortgage,  to  make  princes  their  but  they  have  added  the  arrear  of  twelve  per 

debtom,  and  to  become  creditors  for  millions.  eerU.  interest,  from  the  year  1777  to  the  ^ear 

But  it  seems  the  right  honourable  gentle-  1784,  to  make  a  new  capital,  raising  thereby 

man's  favourite  soucar  cavalry,  have  proved  160  to  £.294,000.    Then  they  charge  a  new 

the   payment  before   the   mayor's    court    at  twelve  per  cent,  on  the  whole  from  that  period, 

Madras !     Have  they  so?    Why  then  defraud  for  a  transaction,  in  which  it  will  be  a  miracle 

our  anxiety  and  their  characters  of  that  proof?  if  a  single  penny  will  be  ever  found  really 

Is  it  not  enough  that  the  charges  which  I  have  advanced  from  the  private  stock  of  the  pre* 

laid  before  you,  have  stood  on  record  against  tended  creditors. 

diese  poor  injured  gentlemen  for  eight  years  ?  In  this  manner,  and  at  such  an  inUjrest,  the 

Is  it  not  enough  that  they  are  in  print  by  the  ministers  have  thought  proper  to  dispose  of 

orders  of  the  East  India  company  for  five  £.294,000  of  the  public  revenues,  for  what  is 

years  ?    AAcr  these  gentlemen  have  borne  all  called  the  cavalry  loan,    Afler  dispatching  this, 

the  odium  of  this  publioation,  and  all  the  indig-  the  right  honourable  gentleman  leads  to  battle 

nation  of  the  directors,  with  such  unexampled  his  last  grand  division,  the  consolidated  debt 

equanimity,  now  that  they  are  at  length  stimu-  of  1777.    But  having  exhausted  all  his  pane- 

lated  into  feeling,  are  you  to  deny  them  their  gyric  on  the  two  first,  he  has  nothing  at  all  to 

jivt  relief?    But  will   the  right  honourable  say  in  favour  of  the  bust.    On  the  contrary,  he 

gentleman  be  pleased  to  tell  us,  how  they  came  admits  that  it  was  contracted  in  defiance  of 

not    to  give  this  satisfaction  to  the  court  of  the  company's  orders,  without  even  the  pre- 

directors,  their  lawful  masters,  during  all  the  tended  sanction  of  any  pretended  representa- 

eigjbt  years  of  this  litigated  claim?    Were  tives.    Nobody,  indeed,  has  yet  been  found 

they  not  bound,  by  every  tie  that  can  bind  hardy   enough   to   stand   ftulh   avowedly  in 


I,  to  give  them  this  satisfaction  ?    This  its  defence.      But   it  is  little  to  the  credit 

day,  for  the  first  time,  we  hear  of  the  proofs,  of  the  age,  that  what   has  not   plausibility 

fiat  ^en  were  these  proo&  offered?   In  what  enough  to  find  an  advocate,  has    influence 

I  ?    Who  were   the  parties  ?    Who  in-  enough  to  obtain  a  protector.    Could  any  man 


?    Who  contested   this  belated   ao-  expect  to  find  that  protector  any  where  ?    But 

count?    Let  us  see  something  to  oppose  to  what  must  every  man  think,  when  he  finds 

the  body  of  record  which  appears  against  them,  that  protector  in  the  chairman  of  the  committee 

The  mayor's  court!  the  mayor's  court!  Plea-  of  secrecy ,t  who  had  published  to  the  house, 

aant!    Does  not  the   honourable  gentleman  and  to  the  world,  the  facts  that  condemn  these 
hnow,  that  the  first  corps  of  creditors   (the 

creditors  of  1767)  stated  it  as  a  sort  of  hard-  *  In  the  ^ear  1778,  Mr.  James  Call,  one  of  the 

«htp  to  them,  that  they  could  not  have  justice  proprietors  of  this  specific  debt,  was  actuaUy 

T^*   .         V         .!.■'•           -i-i-.       r  .u  •  mayor.    Appendix  to  9d  report  of  Mr.  Dunda8*s 

•C  Madras,  from   the  mipossibility  of  their  committee,  fib.  M.-The  only  proof  which  ap. 

•opporting  their  claims  in  the  mayor  s  court  ?  peared  on  the  inquiry  instituted  in  the  general 

Why?  because,  say  they,  the  members  of  that  court  of  1781,  was  an  affidavit  of  the  lenderw 

court  were  diemselves  creditors,  and  therefore  ^ff^^^^'f'-i^JS^J^S}!'^^^ 

,j      ...          J       *     A             '^^  .    ...»  that  they  had  engaged  and  agreed  to  pay — no» 

cookl  not  sit  as  judges.*    Are  we  ripe  to  say  ^^^^^  j^ey  fuid  piSlQis  sum  or£.l«),000.    Thte 

diat  no  creditor  under  similar  circumstances  was  two  jwars  afler  the  transaction ;  and  the 

was  member  of  the  court,  when  the  payment  affidavit  is  made  before  George  Proctor,  mayor, 

an  attorney  for  cenain  of  the  old  crediton. 

Proceedings  of  the  president  and  council  of  Fod 

•  Memorial  fVom  the  creditors  to  the  govemour  Saint  George,  39d  February,  1779 

and  council,  39d  January  1770.  t  Riffht  honourable  Henry  Dimdas. 
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debts — the  orders  thai  forbid  the  incurring  of     hopes  they  had  to  find  any  persons  in  aatborHf 
them — the  dreadful  consequences  which  at-     abandoned  enough  to  support  it  as  it  stood, 
tended   them.      Even   in  his  official  letter,        But  what  corrupt  men,  in  the  fond  imagina 
when  he  tramples  on  his  parliamentary  report,     tions  of  a  sanguine  avarice,  had  not  the  coo> 
yet  his  eoneral  language  is  the  same.    Read     fidence  to  propose,  they  hare  found  a  chai>> 

the  preface  to  this  part  of  the  ministerial  ar-  ccllorofthe  exchequer  in  England  hardy  enough 
rangement,  and  you  would  imagine  that  this     to  undertake  for  them.    He  has  dieered  their 

debt  was  to  be  crushed,  with  all  the  weight  of  drooping  spirits.    He  has  thanked  the  peeu* 

indignation  which  could  fall  from  a  vigilant  lators  for  not  despairing  uf  their  commonwealth, 

guardian  of  the  public  treasury,  upon  those  Ho  has  told  them  they  were  too  modest    He 

who  attempted  to  rob  it.    What  must  be  felt  has  replaced  the  twenty-five  per  cenL  which, 

by  every  man  who  has  feeling,  when,  afler  in  order  to  lighten  themselves  they  had  abaii* 

such  a  thundering  preamble  of  condemnation,  doned  in  their  conscious  terrour.    Instead  of 

this  debt  is  ordered  to  be  paid  without  any  sort  cutting  ofi*  the  interest,  as  they  had  themselret 

of  inquiry  into  its  authenticity  ?  without  a  consented  to  do,  with  the  fourth  of  the  capital, 

single  step  taken  to  settle  even  the  amount  of  he  has  added  the  whole  growth  of  four  yeaii 

the  demand?  without  an  attempt  so  much  as  usury  of  twelve  per  cent,  to  the  first  overgrown 

to  ascertain  the  real  persons  claiming  a  sum,  principal ;  and  has  again  grafted  on  this  me- 

which  rises  in  the  accounts  from  one  million  liorated  stock  a  perpetual  annuity  of  six  ptr 

three  hundred  thousand  i)ound  sterling  to  two  cent,  to  take  place  from  the  year  1781.    Let  no 

million  four  hundred  thousand  pound  principal  i^an  hereafter  talk  of  the  decaying  energiet ' 

money  ?  '*'  without  an  attempt  made  to  ascertain  of  nature.    All  the  acts  and  monuments  in  the 

the  proprietors,  of  whom  no  list  has  cvur  yet  records  of  peculation ;  the  consolidated   our* 

been  laid  before  the  court  of  directors  ;  of  pro>  ruption  of  ages ;   the  patterns   of  exemplary 

prietors  who  are  known  to  be  in  a  collusive  plunder  in  the  heroic  times  of  Roman  iniquity, 

shuffle,  by  which  they  never  appear  to  be  the  never  equalled  the  gigantic  corruption  of  this 

same  in  any  two  lists,  handed  about  for  their  single  act.  Never  did  Nero,  in  all  the  insolenl 

own  particular  purposes?  prodigality  of  despotism,  deal  out  to  his  pra»> 

My  honourable  friend  who  made  you  the  torian  guards  a  donation  fit  to  be  named  with 

motion,  has  sufficiently  exposed  the  nature  of  the  largess  showered  down  by  the  bounty  of 

this  debt.    He  has  stated  to  you  that  it*  own  our  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  on  the  faiihfill 

agents  in  the  year  1781,  in  the  arrangement  band  of  his  Indian  sepoys. 
they  proposed  to  make  at  Cak:utta,  were  satis-         The  right  honourable  gentleman*  lets  yon 

fied  to  have  twenty-five  per  cent,  at  once  struck  freely  and  voluntarily  into  the  whole  tnuoe- 

offfnm  the  capital  of  a  great  part  of  this  debt;  action.    So  perfectly  has  his  conduct  confoun* 

and  prayed  to  have  a  provbion  made  for  this  ded  his  understanding,  that  he  fairly  tells  yon, 

reduced  principal,  without  any  interest  at  all.  that  through  the  course  of  the  whole  ][>asiiieai 

This  was  an  arrangemeut  of  their  awn,  an  he  has  never  conferred  with  any  but  the  ageati 

arrangement  made  by  those  who  best  knew  the  of  tlie  pretended  creditors.    After  this,  do  yon 

true  constitution  of  their  own  debt ;  who  knew  want  more  to  establish  a  secret  understandiiif 

how  litde  favour  it  merited ,f  and  how  little  with  the  parties?  to  fix,  beyond  a  doubt,  tfieir 

collusion  and  participation  in  a  common  fraud  ? 
*  Appendix  to  the  4ch  report  of  Mr.  Dunda8*8        If  this  were  not  enough,  he  has  fumisbod 

committee,  No.  15.  you  with  other  presumptions  that  are  not  to  be 

T  "  No  sense  of  the  common  danger,  in  case  of  „k«i,««      t»  ;.  r».  ^  #».«  i».^»»  :_^:^.«:.,.^  -r 

a  war,  can  prevail  on  him  [the  nf bob  of  Arcoc]  '*?**'"•    ^'  >*  ^®/  *«  *?°^.  ^^<^*^  «f 

to  furnish  the  company  with  what  irabsolutely  ff"«  to  stagger  and  prevancate  in  a  story :  ani 

necessary  to  assemble  an  army,  though  it  is  be-  to  vary  in  the  motives  that  are  assigned  to 

yond  a  doubt,  that  money  to  a  large  amount  is  conduct.    Try  these   ministers  by  this  rde. 

now  hoarded  up  in  hia  coffers  at  Chepauk :  and  i„  »k«:.  ^ffi^f.i  j:.rv.«>i.   .u^  •  ii  .u     • 

tuncaws  are  granted  to  individual  upon  some  ^  their  official  dispatch,  they  tell  the  presf 

of  his  most  valuable  countrieM^  for  payment  of  dency  of  Madras,  that  they  have  estabUsbed 

part  of  those  debu  which  he  has  contracted,  and  the  debt  f<^  two  reasons ;  first,  because  the  nn* 

»Mdi  certainly  wiU  not  bear  inepeetion.  at  bob  (the  party  indebted)  does  not  dispute  h  • 

neither  aebtornor  creditors  have  ever  had  the  .^^Ji„  u^.,.^  •,  •    '•    u* *    l       i» 

confidence  to  submit  the  accounts  to  ourexami^  secondly,  because  it  is  mischievous  to  keep  k 

nation,  though  they  expressed  a  wish  to  con-  longer  afloat ;  and  (hat  the  payment  of  fbm 

solidate  the  debts  under  the  auspices  of  this  European  creditors  will  promote  cixtuIatiaB  in 

government,  agreeably  to  a  planthev  had  ftr-  Uie  country.     These  two  moUvoi   (ht  tte 
med '»    Madras  Consultations,  30th  July,  1779.  ^  ^ 

Mr.  Dundas*s  Appendix  to  9d  Report,  143.    See 
also  last  Appendix  to  ditto  Report,  No.  878  B.  e  Mr.  Dundas. 
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plainetC  reasons  in  (be  world)  the  right  h»>  the  cavsby  loan.    It  is  6xed  upon  him  with 

vxMirable  gentleman  has  this  daj  thought  fit  interest  on  interest ;  and  this  loan  is  excepted 

toCaity  to  abandon.    In  the  first  place,  be  re-  fitm  all  power  of  litigation.                 ^ 

jects  the  authority  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot    It  This  day,  and  not  before,  the  right  honoor- 

^rould  indeed  be  pleasant  to  see  him  adhere  to  able  gentleman  thinks  that  the  general  estar* 

this  exploded  testimony.  He  next,  upon  grounds  bliahment  of  all  claims  is  the  surest  way  of 

equally  solid,  abandons  the  benefits  of  that  cir^  laying  open  the  fi^ud  of  some  of  them.    In 

culation,  which  was  to  be  produced  by  drawing  India  this  is  a  reach  of  deep  policy.    But  what 

out  all  the  juices  of  the  body.    Laying  xside,  would  be  thought  of  this  mode  of  acting  on  a 

or  forgetting  these  pretences  of  his  dispatch,  demand  upon  the  treasury  in  England  ?    In* 

ho  has  just  now  assumed  a  principle  totally  stead  of  all  this  cunning,  is  there  not  one  plain 

diflTercnt,  but  to  the  full  as  extraordinary.   He  way  open,  that  is,  to  put  the  burthen  of  the 

proceeds  upon  a  supposition,  that  many  of  the  proof  on  those  who  make  the  demand  ?   Ought 

claims  may  be  fictitious.    He  then  finds,  that  not  ministry  to   have  said  to  the  creditors, 

in  a  case  where  many  valid  and  many  fraudu-  "  The  person  who  admits  your  debt  stands 

lent    claims  are  blended   together,  the   best  excepted  to  as  evidence  ;  he  stands  charged  as 

course  for  tlioir  discrimination  is  indiscrimi-  a  collusive  party,  to  hand  over  the  public  reve- 

natcly  to  establish  them  all.    He  trusts  (I  sup-  nuei  to  you  ibr  sinister  purposes?    You  say, 

pose)  as  there  may  not  bo  a  fund  suflScient  for  you  have  a  demand  of  some  millions  on  the 

•very  description  of  creditors,  that  tho  best  Indian  treasury ;  prove  that  you  have  acted 

warranted  claimants  will  exert  themselves  in  by  lawful  authority ;  prove  at  least  that  your 

bringing  to  light  those  debts  which  will  not  money  has  been  bond  Jide  advanced;  entitle 

bear  an  inquiry.   What  he  will  not  do  himself,  yourself  to  my  protection,  by  the  fairness  and 

he  is  persuaded  will  be  done  by  others;  and  fulness  of   the  communications  you  make." 

for  this  purpose  he  leaves  to  any  person  a  ge-  Did  an  honest  creditor  ever  refuse  that  reason 

neral  power  of  excepting  to  the  debt.    This  able  and  honest  test  ? 

total  change  of  language  and  prevarication  in  There  is  little  doubt,  that  several  individuals 

principle,  is  enough,  if  it  stood  alone,  to  fix  have  been  seduced  by  the  purveyors  to  the 

the  presumption  of  unfair  dealing.    His  dis-  nabobofArcot,  to  put  their  money  (perhaps  the 

patch  assigns  motives  of  policy,  concord,  trade,  whole  (^honest  and  laborious  earnings)  into 

and  circulation.    His  speech  proclaims  discord  their  hands,  and  that  at  such  high  interest,  as, 

mnd  litigation;  and  proposes,  as  the  ultimate  being  condemned  at  law,  loaves  them  at  the 

end,  detection.  mercy  of  the  great  managers  whom  they  tru^ 

Ehit  he  may  shift  his  reasons,  and  wind,  and  ted.     These  seduced  creditors  are  probably 

turn  as  he  will,  confusion  waits  him  at  all  his  persons  of  no  power  or  interest,  either  in  Eng^ 

doubles.  Who  will  undertake  this  detection  ?  gland  or  India,  and  may  be  just  objects  of 

Will  the  nabob  ?    But  the  right  honourable  compassion.    By  taking,  in  this  arrangement, 

gentleman  has  himself  this  moment  told  us,  no  measures  for  discrimination  and  discovery, 

that  no  prince  of  the  country  can  by  any  mc^  tho  fraudulent  and  the  fair  are  in  the  first  in- 

tire  be  prevailed  upon  to  discover  any  fraud  stance  confounded  in  one  mass.    The  subse- 

that  is  practised  upon  him  by  the  company's  quent  selection  and  distribution  is  led  to  the 

•errants.    He  says  what  (with  the  exception  nabob.    With  him  the  agents  and  instruments 

of  tiie  complaint  against  the  cavalry  loan)  all  of  his  corruption,  whom  he  sees  to  be  omnipo- 

die  world  knows  to  be  true :  and  without  that  tent  in  England,  and  who  may  serve  him  in 

prince's  concurrence,  what  evidence  can  be  future,  as  Uiey  have  done  in  times  past,  wiO 

bad  of  the  fi-aud  of  any  the  smallest  of  these  do-  have  precedence ,  if  not  an  exclusive  preference. 

mands  ?    The  ministers  never  authorized  any  These  leading  interests  domineer,  and  have 

person  to  enter  into  his  exchequer,  and  to  always  domineered,  over  the  whole.     By  this 

•eardi  his  records.    Why  then  this  shamefiil  arrangement,  the  persora  seduced  are  made 

and  insulting  mockery  of  a  pretended  contest  ?  dependent  on  their  seducers ;  honesty  (compap 

Already  contests  for  a  preference  hare  arisen  rative  honesty  at  least)  must  become  of  the 

among  these  rival  bond  creditors.    Has  not  party  of  fimud,  and  must  quit  its  proper  cha- 

the  company  itself  struggled  for  a  preference  racter,  and  its  just  claims,  to  entitle  itself  to 

for  years,  without  any  attempt  at  detection  of  the  alms  of  bribery  and  peculation. 

die  nature  of  those  debts  with  which  they  con-  But  be  them  English  creditors  what  they 

tended?   Well  is  the  nabob  of  Arcot  attended  may,  the  creditors,  most  certainly  not  fraudo- 

to  in  the  only  specific  complaint  he  has  ever  lent,  are  the  natives,  who  are  numerous  and 

made.    He  complained  of  unfair  dealing  in  wretched  indeed :  by  exhausting  the  whois 
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of  the  Carnatic,  nothing  is  left  for  in  their  inttructioiis  to  the  govemour  of  M^ 

They  lent  bendjide;  in  all  probahilitj  drai  itate  as  the  least  exDnptionable,  they  hwre 

thej  were  even  ibrced  to  lend,  or  to  giro  goods  thought  proper  to  distingnish  by  a  maiked  s^ 

and  service  Ibr  the  nabob's  obligations.    They  verityi  leaving  it  the  only  one,  on  which  tfa« 

had  no  trusts  to  carry  to  his  market.    Th^  interest  is  not  added  to  the  principal,  to  b^et 

had  no  faith  of  alliances  to  sell.    They  had  no  a  new  interest. 

■ations  to  betray  to  robbery  and  ruin.    They  The  cavalry  loan,  by  the  operation  of  the 

had  no  lawful  government  seditiously  to  over*  same  authori^,  is  made  up  to  £.294,000,  and 

loro;  nor  had  they  a  govemour,  to  whom  it  this  £J294,0QO  made  up  of  principal  and  id- 

11  owing  that  you  exist  in  India,  to  deliver  tcrest,  is  crowned  with  a  new  interest  of  twehre 

Oftr  to  captivity,  and  to  death,  in  a  shameful  jprr  cent, 

prison.*  What  the  grand  loan,  the  bribery  kian  of 
These  were  the  merits  of  the  principal  part  1777,  may  be,  is  among  the  deepest  mysteries 
of  the  debt  of  1777,  and  the  universally  con-  of  stato.  It  is  probably  the  first  debt  ev«r  ai^ 
eeived  causes  of  its  growth  ;  and  thus  the  suming  the  title  of  consolidation,  thai  did  not 
unhappy  natives  are  deprived  of  every  hope  of  express  wbat  the  amount  of  the  sum  conaoli- 
payment  fi>r  their  real  d^ts,  to  make  proviiioo  dated  was.  It  is  little  less  than  a  oontra- 
fixr  the  arrears  of  unsatisfied  bribery  and  trea-  diction  in  temu.  In  the  debt  of  the  year  1767, 
aon.  You  see  in  this  instance,  that  the  pre-  the  sum  was  stated  in  the  act  of  consolidation, 
monition  of  guilt  is  not  only  no  exception  to  and  made  to  amo;mt  to  £.880,000  capital 
tfaed«nands  on  the  public  treasury ;  but  with  When  this  consolid&Uon  of  1777  was  firtf 
these  miniBters  it  is  a  necessary  condition  to  announced  at  the  Durbar,  it  was  reproseated 
their  support.  But  that  you  may  not  think  this  authentically  at  £^^,400,000.  In  that,  oi 
preference  solely  owing  to  their  known  coo-  rather  in  a  higher  state.  Sir  Thomas  Rom- 
leapt  of  the  natives,  who  ought  with  every  bold  taaod  and  condemned  it.*  It  afterwards 
generou^  mind  to  claim  their  first  charities ;  fell  into  such  a  terrour,  as  to  sweat  away  a 
you  will  find  the  same  rule  religiously  oi^  million  ot  its  weight  at  once ;  and  it  sunk  to 
aenred  with  Europeans  too.  Attend,  Sir,  to  £.1,400,000.1  However,  it  never  was  without 
this  decisive  case. — Since  the  beginning  of  the 

war,  besides  arrears  of  every  kind,  a  bond  debt  ,  ,^  gir  Thomas  Rumbold's  leuer  to  the  eoiiit 

has  been  contracted  at  Madras,  uncertam  m  of  directors.  March  iftih,  1778,  he  represents  it 

ilB  amount,  but  represented  from  four  hundred  as  higher,  Id  the  following  manner  :-^*  How 

thousand  pounds  to  a  million  sterling.    It  stands  'hall  J  paim  to  you  my  astonishmem  on  my 

^..u  .*  .iL  u»,.:n»«.H<»t  «f  «:«ht  «Jr /^Mty     rw  arrival  here,  when  I  was  mrormed  that  Inde- 

only  at  the  lowmterest  of  eight  pir  ecu/.    Of  ^^„t  ^f  ^,^i,  fo^^  ,,„  ^f  pagodas,  [che  ea. 

the  kgal  authority  on  which  this  debt  was  con-  rMlrj  loan  ;1  independent  of  the  nabob's  debt  to 

tracted,  of  its  purposes  for  the  very  being  of  his  old  creditors,  and  the  money  due  lo  the  eon- 

the  state,  of  its  publicity  and  fairness,  no  doubt  panXi  *>«  ^^  contracted  a  debt  to  the  enor- 

has  been  enterUined  for  a  moment.    For  this  rTQ"J*£'3S?iS  m/nd«^n'ihE!liJL':^^^  "T^ 

,  .              ^    .                    ,    ^         ,       ,  [£3,930,000.1  1  mention  this  arcumstanoe  u>  Toa 

debt,  no  sort  of  provision  whatever  has  been  ufithhorrour;  for  the  creditors  being  in  general 

^e.    It  if  rejected  as  an  outcast,  whilst  the  tervant*  of  the  company,  renders  my  usk  oo 


whole  undissipated  attention  of  the  minister  ^*\«  P*"  ?''/*»•  company,  difficult  and  iini 

I-.  b«n  «np.oy«i  for  *,  di«h.rg.  of  cUi™  ^-jl^n^-^Vfr  V^J^•^SS:^^ 

anCitled  to  his  favour  by  the  meriU  we  have  fs  in  my  mind  the  most  venal  of  ail  proceediitfs, 

aaaa.  to  give  the  company's  protection  to  debts  that 

I  have  endeavoured  to  find  out,  if  possible,  cannot  be^r  the  light;  and  though  it  appsan 

|h.  «»un.  rf  ,h,  WW.  rf  UK»e  de-iii.  in  «5':J;"g'i^d'"^;';S:.;;Sl'1S;5"d  bT^ 

order  to  see  how  much,  supposmg  the  country  Involved,  as  to  be  nearly  three  years*  revenaa 

in  a  condition  to  furnish  the  fund,  may  remain  in  debt ;  in  a  country  too,  where  one  year's  rs- 

lo  satisfy  the  publk;  debt  and  the  necessary  !«""•  <^n  "«r«'  ^  c»"«^  ."."^!.*»7  "»^  ^^ 

-Ub.iZ»nJ  Bu.  I  !»,.  been  foUed  i.  f^.^ll?^,A'''^p:^ ^^.TrX 

my  attempt    About  one-fourth,  that  is  about  that  although  the  nabob  reports  hi*  jrftriifti 

£jfO,OOOof  the  loan  of  1767,  remains  unpaid,  debt  to  amount  to  upwards  of  eixty  imee,  yet 

How  much  interest  M  in  arrear,  I  codd  never  J  wwlerstwd  that  it  Is  not  quite  so  much.''    Af 

tmover ;  seven  or  eigbt  yejrs  at  least,  which  i^^  j^bt  to  the  favourable  attsnaon  of  Um  aom- 

amuki  make  the  whole  of  that  debt  about  pany,  but  without  any  sufficient  reason  fiir  kii 

tf  J86,000.    This  stock,  which  the  ministers  change  of  disposiUon.    However  he  want  aa 

further. 


♦  LordPigoL 


t  Nabob's  poposals,  November  95ili,  1778; 
and  mamorial  of  the  cradiioia,  March  Ist,  118i^ 
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ibrncruitiof  ittoit8oldp]iaii|Ae«.  large  scope  wat  left  to  throw  in  any  noig  ibr 

"There  wae  a  aort  of  flMting  debt  of  about  4  or  any  peraona,  u  Cbeir  roerita  in  adfandng  the 

MJBOOfiOO  more  readyto  be  added,aa  occasion  interest  of  that  loan  might  require ;  a  power 

aiioald  require.  was  also  left  for  reduction,  in  case  a  harder 

la  short,  when  you  pressed  this  sensitive  hand,  or  more  scanty  funds,  micht  be  found  to 

plant,  it  always  contracted  its  dimensions,  require  it    Stronger  grounds  ftr  a  pr^nunp- 

When  the  rude  hand  of  inquiry  was  with-  tion  of  fraud  never  appeared  in  any  transaction, 

drawn,  it  expanded  in  all  the  luxuriant  vigour  But  the  ministers,  faithful  to  the  plan  of  the 

of  its  original  vegetation.    In  the  treaty  of  interested  persons,  whom  alone  they  thou^t 

1781 ,  tlie  whole  of  the  nabob^s  debt  to  private  fit  to  confer  with  on  this  occasion,  have  ordered 

Europeans  b  by  Mr.  Sullivan,  agent  to  the  the  payment  of  the  whole  mass  of  these  un- 

aabob  and  his  creditors,  stated  at  £.3,800,000,  known  unliquidated  sums,  without  an  attempt 

which  (if  the  cavalry  loan,  and  the  remains  of  to  ascertain  them.    On  this  conduct,  Sir,  1 

the  debt  of  1767,  be  subtracted)  leaves  it  nearly  leave  you  to  make  your  own  reflections, 

at  the  amount  originally  declared  at  the  Dur-  It  is  impossible  (at  least  I  have  found  it 

bar,  in  1777.     But  then  there  is  a  private  impossible)  to  fix  on  the  real  amount  of  the 

instruction  to  Mr.  Sullivan,  which  it  seems  pretended  debts  with  which  your  ministers 

will  reduce  it  again  to  the  lower  standard  of  have   thought  proper  to  load  the  Camatic 

£.1,400,000.    Failing  in  all  my  attempts  by  a  They  are  obscure;  they  shun  inquiry;  they 

direct  account,  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  are  enormous.     That  is  all  you  know  of 

capital  claimed,  (where  in  all  probability  no  them. 

capital  was  ever  advanced,)  I  endeavoured,  if  That   you  may  judge  what   chance    any 

possible,  to  discover  it  by  tlio  interest  which  honourable  and  useful  end  of  government  has 

was  to  be  paid.    For  that  purpose,  I  looked  to  for  a  provision  that  comes  in  for  the  leavings 

the  several  agreements  (or  assignmg  the  terri-  of  these  gluttonous  demands,  I  must  take  it  on 

tories  of  the  Camatic  to  secure  the  prncipal  myself  to  bring  before  you  tlie  real  condition 

and  interest  of  this  debt    In  one  of  them'*'  I  of  that  abused,  insulted,  racked,  and  ruined 

fixind  in  a  sort  of  postscript,  by  way  of  an  ad-  country ;  though  in  truth  my  mind  revolts  from 

ditional  remark,  (not  in  the  body  of  the  obli-  it;  though  you  will  hear  it  with  horrour;  and 

gation,)  the  debt  represented  at  £.1,400,000.  I  confess  I  tremble  when  I  think  on  these 

But  when  I  computed  the  sums  to  bo  paid  for  awful  and  confounding  dispensations  of  Provi- 

interest  by  instalments   in  another  paper,  I  dence.     I  shall  first  trouble  you  with  a  few 

toaod  they  produced  an  interest  of  two  mil-  words  as  to  the  cause. 

Itonsi  at  twelve  per  cent,  and  the  assignments  The  great  fortunes  made  in  India  m  the 

•apposed,  that  if  these  instalments  might  ex-  beginnings  of  conquest,  naturally  excited  an 

they  might  also  fall  short  of  the  real  emulation  in  all  the  parts,  and  through  the 


provision  for  that  interest.f  whole  succession  of  the  company's  service. 

Another  instalment  bond  was  afterwards  But  in  the  company  it  gave  rise  to  other  sen- 
granted.  In  that  b<»id  the  interest  exactly  timcnts.  They  did  not  find  the  new  channels 
jdlies  with  a  capital  of  £.1,400,0004  ^"^  of  acquisition  flow  with  equal  riches  to  them. 
Hirsuing  this  capital  through  the  correspon-  On  the  contrary,  the  high  flood-tide  of  private 
deooe,  I  lost  sight  o(  it  again,  and  it  was  emolument  was  generally  in  the  lowest  ebb  of 
aaaerted  that  this  instalment  bond  was  con-  their  afiairs.  They  began  also  to  fear,  that 
nklerably  short  of  the  interest  that  ought  to  be  the  fortune  of  war  might  take  away  what  the 
compated  to  the  lime  mentioned.§  Here  are,  fortune  of  war  had  given.  Wars  were  accor* 
tberelbre,  two  statements  of  equal  authority,  dingly  discoufagod  by  repeated  injunctions  and 
difiering  at  least  a  million  from  eacli  other ;  menaces ;  and  that  the  servants  might  not  be 
•nd  as  neither  persons  claiming,  nor  any  bribed  into  them  by  the  native  princes,  they 
special  sum  as  belonging  to  each  particular  were  strictly  forbidden  to  take  any  money 
dnimant,  is  ascertained  in  the  instruments  of  whatsoever  from  their  hands.  But  vehement 
^msolidation,  or  in  the  instalment  bonds,  a  passion  is  ingenious  in  resources.    The  coro> 

pany*s  servants  were  not  only  stimulated,  but 

•  Nabob's  proposals  to  his  new  consolidated  ^»t«'  j«tructed  by  the  prohibition.      They 

creditors,  November  asih,  1778.  »«»  ^11  «pon  »  contrivance  which  answered 

t  Paper  signed  by  the  nabob,  6th  January,  tlieir  purposes  far  better  than   the  methods 

1790.  whicli  wero  forbidden;   though   in  this  also 

lo!f«rS'i.r/l"u'.'li  *f  iabob  S5U.  Jul,.  '&'«*? If"  «■«'«»'• »»»  *•? '^''t,  » 

ITJ^  abrogated  order.     They  reversed  thour  pro 
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ceedings.    lasvead  of  receiving  presents,  they  millions  sterling ;  one  afler  another,  in  tha 

Bude  loans.    Instead  of  carrying  on  wars  in  nabob's  name,  but  with  English   force,  they 

their  own  name,  they  contrived  an  authority,  brought    into   a   miserable  servitude  a    the 

at  once  irresistible  and  irresponsible,  in  whose  princes,  and  great  independent  nobility  cf  a 

name  tliey  might   ravage  at  pleasure;    and  vast  coantry.'*'     In  proportion  to  these  trea- 

being  thus  freed  from  all  restraint,  they  in-  sons  and  violences,  which  ruined  the  people, 

dulge(f  themselves  in  the  most  extravagant  spe-  the  fund  of  the  nabob's  debt  grew  anid  flou* 

eolations  of  plunder.     The  cabal  of  creditors  fished. 

who  have  been  the  object  of  the  late  bountiful         Among  the  victims  to  this  magnificent  plan 

grant  from  his  majesty's  ministers,  in  order  to  of  universal  plunder,    worthy  of  the   heroie 

possess  themselves,  under  the  name  of  credi-  avarice  of  the  projectors,  you  have  all  hoard 

tors  and  assignees,  of  every  country  in  India,  (and  he  has  made  himself  to  be  well  remem- 

as  fast  as  it  should  be  conquered,  inspired  into  bered)  of  an  Indian  chief  cali?d  Hyder  Ali 

the  mind  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot  (then  a  depen-  Khan.    This  man  possessed  the  wosteni,  as 

dant  on  tlie  company  of  the  humblest  order)  a  the  company  under  the  name  of  tlio  nabob  of 

■chenie  uf  tlie  most  wild  and  desperate  ambi«  Arcot  does  the  eastern ,  division  of  tlie  Car- 

tion  that  I  believe  ever  was  admitted  into  the  natic.    It  was  among  the  leading  mruitures  in 

thoughts  of  a  man  so  situated.'*'    First,  they  the  design  of  this  cabal  (according'  to  tlieir  own 

persuaded  him  to  consider  himself  as  a  princi-  emphatic  language)  to  extirpate  this  Hyder 

pal  member  in  the  political  system  of  Europe.  Ali.f    They  declared  tlio  nabob  of  ArcoC  to  be 

In  the  next  place,  they  held  out  to  him,  and  he  his  sovereign,  and  himself  to  be  a  rebel,  and 

readily  imbibed,  the  idea  of  the  general  empire  publicly  invested  their  instrument  with   the 

of  Hindostan.  As  a  preliminary  to  this  under-  sovereignty  of  the  kingdom  of  Mysore.    Bat 

taking,  they  prevailed  on  him  to  propose  a  their  victim  was  not  of  the  passive  kind.  They 

tripartite  divbion  of  that  vast  country.    One  were  soon  obliged  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace 

part  to  the  company ;  another  to  the  Marattas ;  and  close  alliance  with  this  rebel,  at  the  gates 

and  the  third  to  himself.      To  himself  he  re-  of  Madras.    Both  before  and  since  this  treaty, 

■ervcd  all  the  southern  part  of  the  great  penin-  every  principle  of  policy  pointed  out  this  power 

lula,  comprehended  under  the  general  name  of  as  a  natural  alliance  ;  and  on  his  part,  it  was 

the  Decan.  courted  by  every  sort  of  amicable  ofRce.    Bat 

On  tliis  scheme  of  their  servants,  the  com-  the  cabinet  council  of  English  creditors  would 

pany  was  to  appear  in  the  Camatic  in  no  not  suffer  their  nabob  of  Arcot  to  sign  the 

other  light  than  as  a  contractor  fur  the  provision  treaty,  no:  even  to  give  to  a  prince,  at  least  his 

of  armies,  and  the  hire  of  mercenaries  for  his  equal,  the  ordinary  titles  of  respect  and  coot- 

use,  and  under  his  direction.    This  disposi-  tesy.|     From  that  time  forward,  a  oootinaed 

tkm  was  to  be  secured  by  the  nabob's  putting  plot  was  carried  on  within  the  divan,  black  and 

himself  under  the  guarantee  of  France ;  and  white,  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  for  the  destroc- 

by  the  means  of  that  rival  nation,  preventing  tion  of  Hyder  Ali.    As  to  the  outward  raiero- 

tbe  English  for  o/er  from  assuming  an  equality,  hers  of  the  double,  or  rather  treble  goremmeot 

much  less  a  superiority  in  the  Camatic.    In  of  Madras,  which  had  signed  the  treaty,  they 

pursuance  of  this  treasonable  project  (treason-  w^re  alwavs  prevented  by  some  ovei^ruling 

able  on  the  part  of  the  English)  they  extin-  influence    (which  thoy  do  not  describe,  but 

guished  the  company  as  a  aivereign  power  in  which  cannot  be   mistmderstood)   fi-om  per- 

thul  part  of  India;   they  wi  hdrew  the  com- 

panv's  garrisons  out  of  all  the  forts  and  strong         ♦  '*  The  principal  object  of  the  expedition  U 

holds  of  the  Carnatic ;  Uiey  declined  to  receive  ?  p^  .'"""^X  ^f"'"  Tanjore  to  nay  ihe  nabob's 

a.         u        J       r        r     ■  -.         j-  debt :  ila  Burplu.s,  to  Ikj  applied  in  dlscharfe  ot 

the  ambassadors  from  foreign  courts,  and  re-  ^^^^  „^^^j,,g  .j/^us  to  hl:»  private  creditors."  S)n 

mitted  them  to  the  nabob  of  Arcot ;  they  fell  suliaiions,   Marcn  20,   1771;    and    for  nmhet 

upon,  and  totally  destroyed  tlie  oldest  ally  of  ll,?hta,  Consuluiiions,  l-2th  June,  H71.     **Wo 

the  company,  the  king  of  Tanjore,  and  plun-  »^«  alarme,|Je.i  this  debt  loindniduaU  should 

j^-^i  .iT  .      .    .1     ..  *    r  c  have  been  ttie  rca/ motive  for  the  aggrandize 

dared  the  country  to  the  amount  of  near  five  ^^^j  ^f  Mahomed  Ali  (the  nabob  of  Arcotl  and 

that  UfC  are  plunged  tnto  a  war  to  pot  him  io 

*  Report  of  the  select  committee,  Madras  Con.  possession  of  the  Mysore  revenues /or  lAs  dU 

sulfations,  January  7,  1771.     See  also  papers  charge  of  the  debU^    Letter  from  the  director9 

riQbllshed  by  order  ol^  the  court  of  directors  in  March  17,  1769. 
776;    and   Lord  Macartney's  correspondence         f  Letter  from  the  nabob,  May  1st,  17GS;  anJ< 

with  Mr.  Hastings  and  the  nabob  of  Arcot.-    See  ditto,  34th  April,  1770,  1  si  October;  ditto,  U 

also  Mr,  Dundas's  Appendix,  No.  876  B.  Nabob's  Sejptember,  1772,  ICth  March,  1773. 
prupositions  through  Mr.  Sullivan  and  Assam         \  Letter  from  the  presidency  at  Madras  loth 

Khan,  ArL  6,  and  iudeod  the  whole.  court  of  directors,  97ih  June,  1789. 
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forming  what  justice  and  interest  combined  so  but  it  was  a  people  in  beggary ;  it  was  a  na- 
•Tidently  to  enforce.'*'  tion  which  stretdied  out  its  hands  for  food. 
When  at  length  Hyder  Ali  found  that  he  For  months  together,  these  creatures  of  sufie- 
had  to  do  with  men  who  either  would  sign  no  ranee,  vi^ose  very  excess  and  luxury  in  their 
GooventioQ,  or  whom  no  treaty,  and  no  signa-  most  plenteous  days,  had  fallen  short  of  the 
tUTft  could  bind,  and  who  were  the  determined  allowance  of  our  austerest  fasts,  silent,  patient, 
aiemies  of  human  intercourse  itself,  he  decreed  resigned,  without  sedition  or  disturbance,  al* 
to  make  the  country  possessed  by  these  incor-  most  without  complaint,  perished  by  an  hun- 
rigible  and  predestinated  criminals  a  memo-  dred  a  day  in  the  streets  of  Madras ;  every 
rable  example  to  mankind.  He  resolved,  in  day  seventy  at  least  laid  their  bodies  in  the 
die  gloomy  recedes  of  a  mind  capacious  of  streets,  or  on  the  glacis  of  Tanjore,  and  ex- 
such  things,  to  Ieav6  the  whole  Camatic  an  pired  of  famine  in  the  granary  of  India.  I  was 
everlasting  monument  of  vengeanot,  and  to  going  to  awake  your  justict)  towards  this  un- 
put  perpetual  desolation  as  a  barrier  between  happy  part  of  our  fellow  citizens,  by  bringing 
him  and  those,  against  whom  the  faith  which  before  you  some  of  the  circumstances  of  this 
holds  the  moral  elements  of  the  world  together,  plague  of  hunger.  Of  all  the  calamities  which 
was  no  protection.  He  became  at  length  so  beset  and  waylay  the'  life  of  man,  this  comes 
confident  of  his  force,  so  collected  in  his  might,  the  nearest  to  our  heart,  and  is  that  wherein 
tJiat  he  made  no  secret  whatsoever  of  his  the  proudest  of  us  all  feels  himself  to  be  nothing 
dreadful  resolution.  Having  terminated  his  more  than  he  is :  but  I  find  myself  unable  tc 
disputes  with  every  enemy,  and  every  rival,  manage  it  with  decorum ;  these  details  are  of 
who  buried  their  mutual  animosities  in  their  &  species  of  horrour  so  nauseous  aud  disgus- 
common  detestation  against  tlie  creditors  of  ting ;  they  are  so  degrading  to  the  sufferers 
the  nabob  of  Arcot,  ho  drew  from  every  quarter  and  to  the  hearers  ;  they  are  so  humiliating  to 
whatever  a  savage  ferocity  could  add  to  his  human  nature  its^f,  that,  on  better  thoughts,  J 
new  rudiments  in  the  arts  of  destruction ;  and  find  it  more  adviscable  to  throw  a  pall  over 
compounding  all  the  materials  of  fury,  havoc,  this  hideous  object,  and  to  leave  it  to  your  ge- 
mnd  desolation,  into  one  black  cloud,  he  hung  neral  conceptions. 

lor  a  while  on  the  declivities  of  the  mountains.  For  eighteen  months,  without  intermission, 
Whilst  the  autliors  of  all  these  evils  were  idly  tliis  destruction  raged  from  the  gates  of  Ma- 
aml  stupidly  gazing  on  this  menacing  meteor,  dras  to  the  gates  of  Tanjore ;   and  so  com* 
which  blackened  all  their  horizon,  it  suddenly  pletcly  did  tliese  masters  in  their  art,  Hyder 
burst,  and  poured  down  the  whole  of  its  con-  Ali,  and  his  more  ferocious  son,  absolve  thcm- 
tents  upon  tlie  plains  of  the  Carnatic — Then  selves  of  their  impious  vow,  that  when  the 
ensued  a  scene  of  woe,  tlie  like  of  which  no  British  armies  traversed,  as  they  did,  the  Car- 
eye  had  seen,  no  heart  conceived,  and  which  natic  for  hundreds  of  miles  in  all  directions, 
no  tongue  con  adequately  tell.  All  the  horrours  through  the  whole  lino  of  their  marcli  they  did 
of  war  before  known  or  heard  of,  were  mercy  not  see  one  man,  not  one  woman,  not  one 
to  that  new  havoc.    A  storm  of  universal  fire  child,  not  one  four-footed  beast  of  any  descrip- 
blasted  every  field,  consumed  every  house,  do-  tion   whatever.      One  dead  uniform   silence 
stroyod  every  temple.     The  miserable  inhabi-  reignod  over  the  whole  region.     With  the  in- 
taots  flying  fi'om  their  flaming  villages,  in  part  considerable  exception  of  the  narrow  vicinage 
were  slaughtered ;   others,  without  regard  to  of  some  few  forts,  I  wish  to  be  understood  as 
sex,  to  age,  to  the  respect  of  rank,  or  sacred-  speaking  literally ; — I  mean  to  produce  to  you 
noas  of  funcliwj,  fathers  torn  from  children,  more  than  three  witnesses,  above  all  excep- 
husbands  from  wives,  enveloped  in  a  whirlwind  tion,  who  will  support  this  assertion  in  its  full 
of  cavalry,  and  amid   the  goading  spears  of  extent.     That  hurricane  of  u'ar  passed  through 
drivers,  and  the  trampling  of  pursuing  horses,  every  part  of  tlie  central  provinces  of  the  Car- 
were  swept  into  captivity,  in  an  unknown  and  natic.    Six  or  seven  districts  to  the  north  and 
hostile  land.    Those  who  were  able  to  evade  to  the  south  (and  these  not  wholly  untouched/ 
this  tempest,  fled  to  the  walled  cities.    But  escaped  the  general  ravage.* 
escaping  fi-om  fire,  sword,  and  exile,  they  fell"  The  Camatic  w  a  country  not  r*ich  info- 
into  the  jaws  of  famine.  riour  in  extent  to  England.    Figure  to  your^ 
The  aJms  of  the  settlement,  in  this  dreadful  self,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  land  in  whose  rcpre- 
exigency,  were  certainly  liberal;  and  all  was  tentative  chair  you  sit;  figure  to  yourself^ the 
done  by  charily  liiat  private  charity  could  do  :  form  and  fashion  of  your  sweet  ind  cheerful 

*  Mr.  Dundas'3  committee,  Report  1.     Ap>  *  Appendix,  No.  4,  Report  of  the  Commlttes 

pendix.  No.  23.  ofassij^ned  Revenue. 
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oomUry  from  Thames  to  Trent,  north  and  The  Camatic  isnotby  tnebountyof  utarB 
•odth,  and  from  the  Irish  to  the  German  sea,  a  fertile  soil.  The  general  aize  of  its  cattle  is 
OMt  and  west,  emptied  and  embowelled  (may  proof  enough  that  it  is  much  otherwise.  It  is 
God  avert  the  omen  of  our  crimes!)  by  so  ac-  some  days  since  I  moved,  that  a  curious  and 
cdmplished  a  desolation.  Extend  your  imagi-  interesting  map,  kept  in  the  India  House, 
nation  a  little  further,  and  then  suppose  your  should  be  laid  before  you.*  The  India  House 
ministers  taking  a  surrey  of  this  scene  of  waste  is  not  yet  in  readiness  to  send  it ;  I  haTo 
and  desolation ;  what  would  be  your  thoughts  therefore  brought  down  my  own  copy,  and 
if  you  should  be  informed,  that  they  were  there  it  lies  for  the  use  of  any  gentleinan  who 
computing  how  much  had  been  the  amount  of  may  think  such  a  matter  worthy  of  his  atien- 
the  excises,  how  much  the  customs,  how  much  tion.  It  is  indeed  a  noble  map,  and  of  noble 
the  land  and  malt  tax,  in  order  that  they  should  things ;  but  it  is  decisive  against  the  goki«i 
diarge  (take  it  in  the  most  favourable  light)  dreams  Ibid  sanguine  speculations  of  avarice 
lor  public  service,  upon  the  relics  of  the  satia-  run  mad.  In  addition  to  what  you  know  must 
ted  vengeance  of  relentless  enemies,  the  whole  be  the  case  in  every  part  of  the  world  (the  ne- 
of  what  England  had  yielded  in  the  most  exu-  cessity  of  a  previous  provision  of  habitation, 
berant  seasons  of  peace  and  abundance  ?  seed,  stock,  capital)  that  map  will  shew  you 
What  would  you  call  it?  To  call  it  tyranny,  that  the  uses  of  the  influence  of  Heaven  itself, 
svd)limed  into  madness,  would  be  too  faint  an  are  in  that  country  a  work  of  art.  The  Car- 
image;  yet  this  very  madness  is  the  principle  natic  is  refreshed  by  few  or  no  living  brooks  ut 
upon  which  the  ministers  at  your  right  hand  running  streams,  and  it  has  rain  only  at  a 
have  proceeded  in  their  estimate  of  the  reve-  season ;  but  its  product  of  rice  exacts  the  use 
nues  of  the  Carnatic,  when  they  were  providing  of  water  subject  to  perpetual  conunand.  This 
not  supply  fur  the  establishments  of  its  pro-  is  the  national  bank  of  the  Carnatic,  on  which 
tection,  but  rewards  for  (ho  authors  of  its  it  must  have  a  perpetual  credit,  (nt  it  peridies 
ruin.  irretrievably.  For  that  reason,  in  the  happier 
Every  day  your  are  fatigued  and  disgusted  times  of  India,  a  number,  almost  incredible, 
with  this  cant,  "  the  Carnatic  is  a  country  that  of  reservoirs  have  been  made  in  chosen  places 
will  soon  recover,  and  become  instantly  as  pros-  throughout  the  whole  country ;  they  are  formed 
porous  as  over."  They  think  they  are  talking  for  the  greater  part  of  mounds  dC  earth  and 
to  innocents,  who  will  believe  that  by  sowing  stones,  with  sluices  of  solid  masonry ;  the 
of  dragons'  tectli,  men  may  como  up  ready  whole  constructed  with  admirable  skill  and 
grown  and  ready  armed.  They  who  will  give  labour,  and  maintained  at  a  mighty  diarge. 
themselve!!  the  trouble  of  considering  (for  it  In  the  territory  contained  in  that  map  alone, 
requires  no  great  reach  of  thought,  no  veiy  I  have  been  at  the  trouble  of  reckoning  die 
profound  knowledge)  the  manner  in  which  man-  reservoirs,  and  they  amount  to  upwards  of 
kind  are  increased,  and  countries  cultivated,  eleven  hundred,  from  the  extent  of  two  or  diree 
will  regard  all  this  raving  as  it  ought  to  bo  acres  to  five  miles  in  circuit.  From  these  re- 
regardod.  In  order  that  the  people,  after  a  servoirs  currents  are  occasionally  drawn  over 
long  period  of  vexation  and  plunder,  may  be  in  the  fields,  and  these  watercourses  again  call 
a  condition  to  maintain  government,  govern-  for  a  considerable  expense  to  keep  them  pro- 
ment  must  begin  by  maintaining  them. — ^Here  perly  scoured  and  duly  levelled.  Taking  the 
the  road  to  oBcooomy  lies  not  throu^  receipt,  district  in  that  map  as  a  measure,  there  can- 
but  through  expense ;  and  in  that  country  na-  not  be  in  the  Carnatic  anil  Tanjore  fewer  than 
ture  has  ghren  no  short  cut  to  your  object,  ten  thousand  of  these  re (.ervoirs  of  the  larger 
Men  must  propagate,  like  other  animals,  by  and  middling  dimension!,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  mouth.  Never  did  oppression  light  tho  those  for  domestic  services,  and  the  use  of  re- 
nuptial  torch ;  never  did  extortion  and  usury  ligious  purification.  Theso  are  not  the  enla^ 
spread  out  the  genial  bed.  Does  any  one  of  priftrs  ofjrour  power,  nor  in  a  style  of  magnifi- 
fou  think  that  England,  so  wasted,  would,  cence  suited  to  tlie  taste  of  your  minister, 
onder  such  a  nursing  attendance,  so  rapidly  These  are  the  monuments  of  real  kings,  who 
%nA  cheaply  recover?  But  he  is  meanly  ac-  were  the  fathers  of  their  people ;  testators  to  t 
|iiaint«d  with  either  England  or  India,  who  posterity  which  they  embraced  as  their  own. 
loes  not  know  that  England  would  a  thousand  These  are  tho  grand  sepulchres  built  by  ambi- 
imes  sooner  resume  population,  fertility,  and  tioa ;  but  by  the  ambition  (£  an  insatiable 
flrhat  ought  to  be  tho  ultimate  secretion  from  benevolence,  which,  not  contented  with  rMfn 
Mth,  revenue,  than  such  a  country  as  the  Car- 
'^'c.  *-l/Lr.  Barnard's  map  of  the  Ja^Ura 
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lag  in  the  dispensation  oThappiness  during  the  ture  opulence  and  future  force.    But  on  thk 

eontrmcted  term  of  human  life,  had  strainedi  grand  point  of  the  reftoration  of  the  country, 

with  all  the  reaohings  and  graspings  of  a  viva-  there  is  not  one  syllable  to  be  ibund  in  the 

cious  mind,  to  extend  the  dominion  of  their  oorrespoodence  of  our  ministers,  from  the^rst 

bouaTf  beycod  the  limits  of  nature,  and  to  per-  to  the  last :  they  felt  nothing  for  a  land  deat^ 

petuate  themselves  through  generations  of  ge-  lated  by  fire,  sword,  and  famine;  their  sym- 

■erations,  the  guardians,  the  protectors,  Uie  pathies  took   another  direction;    they  were 

Qourishers  of  mankind.  toadied  with  pity  for  bribery,  so  long  tormen- 

Long  before  the  late  invasion,  the  persons  ted  with  a  fitiitless  itching  of  its  palms ;  their 

who  are  objects  of  the  grant  ot  public  money  boweb  yearned  for  usury,  that  had  long  missed 

DOW  before  you,  had  so  diverted  the  supply  of  the  harvest  of  its  returning  months;*^  they  felt 

the  pious  funds  of  culture  and  population,  that  for  peculation  which  had  been  for  so  many 

every  where  the  reservoirs  were  fallen  into  a  years  raking  in  the  dust  of  an  empty  treasury ; 

miwrable  decay.*     But  ailer  those  domestic  they  were  melted  into  compassion  for  rapine 

enemies  had  provoked  the  entry  of  a  cruel  and  oppression,  licking  their  dry,  parched,  un- 

fereign  foe  into  the  country,  he  did  not  leave  bloody  jaws.    These  were  the  objects  of  their 

it,  until  his  revenge  had  completed  the  de-  solicitude.     These  were  the  necessities  for 

struction  begun  by  their  avarice.    Few,  very  which  they  were  studious  to  provide, 

few  ind(«d,  of  these  magazines  of  water  that  To  state  the  country  and  its  revenues  in 

■re  not  cither  totally  destroyed,  or  cut  through  their  real  condition,  luid  to  provide  inr  those 

frith  such  gaps,  as  to  require  a  serious  atten-  fictitious  claims,  consistently  with  the  support 

tion  and  much  cost  to  re-establish  them,  as  of  an  army  and  a  civil  establishment,  would 

the  means  of  present  subsistence  to  the  peo-  liave  been  impossible ;  therefore  the  ministers 

pie,  and  of  future  revenue  to  the  state.  are  silent  on  that  head,  and  rest  themselves 

What,  Sir,  would  a  virtuous  and  enligh-  on  the  authority  of  Lord  Macartnev,  who,  in  a 

toned  ministry  do  on  the  view  of  the  ruins  of  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  written  in  the 

nicb  works  before  them?     On  the  view  of  year  1781,  speculating  on  what  might  be  the 

tuch   a  chasm  of  desolation  as  that  which  result  of  a  wise  management  of  the.countries 

yawned  in  the  midst  of  those  countries  to  the  assigned  by  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  rates  the 

%irth  and  south,  which  still  bore  some  vestiges  revenue  as  in  time  of  peace,  at  twelve  hundred 

nf  cultivation  ?     They  would  have  reduced  thousand  pounds  a  year,  as  he  does  those  of 

til  their  most  necessary  establishments ;  they  the  king  of  Tanjore  (which  had   not  been 

Woui'l  have  suspended  the  justest  payments ;  assigned)  at  four  hundred  and  fifty.    On  this 

they  would  have  employed  every  shilling  de-  Lord  Macartney  grounds  his  calculations,  and 

tired  from  the  producing,  to  reanimate  the  on  this  they  choose  to  ground  theirs.    It  was 

powers  of  the  unproductive  parts.     While  on  this  calculation  that  the  ministry,  in  direct 

they  were  peHlMining  this  fundamental  duty,  oi>poeition  to  the  remonstrances  of  the  court  of 

^vfaileC  they  were  celebrating  these  mysteries  directors,  have  compelled  that  miserable,  en- 

Of  justice  and  humanity,  they  would  have  told  slaved  body,  to  put  their  hands  to  an  order  for 

the  oorpe  of  fictitious  creditors,  whose  crimes  appropriating  the  enormous  sum  of  ^.480,000 

^vere   their  claims,  that  they  must  keep  an  annually,  as  a  fund  for  paying  to  their  rebel- 

%wful  distance ;  that  they  must  silence  their  lious  servants  a  debt  contracted  in  defiance  of 

ifMM^icious  tongues  ;  that  they  must  hold  off  their  clearest  and  most  positive  injimctions. 

their  profane  unhallowed  paws  from  this  holy  The  authority  and  information  of  Lord  Ma- 

%vork ;  they  woukl  have  proclaimed  with  a  cartnoy  is  hekl  high  on  this  occasion,  though 

woiee  that  should  make  itself  heard,  that  on  it  is  totally  rejected  in  every  other  particular  of 

«very  country  the  first  creditor  is  the  plough ;  this  business.    I  believe  I  have  tlie  honour  of 

hat   this  original,  indefeasible  claim  super-  being  almost  as  oU  an  acquaintance  as  any 

vedes  every  oUier  demand.  Lord  Macartney  has.    A  constant  and  unbro- 

This  is  what  a  wise  and  virtuous  ministry  ken  friendship  has  subsisted  between  us,  from 

wvTiikl  have  done  and  said.    This,  therefore,  a  very  early  period ;  and,  I  trust,  he  thinks, 

is  what  our   minister  could  never  think  of  that  as  I  respect  his  character,  and  in  general 

laying   or   doing.     A   ministry  of  another  admire  his  conduct,  I  am  one  of  those  who  feel 

Wind  would  have  frst  improved  the  country,  no  common  interest  in  his  reputation.    Yet  I 

have  thus  laid  a  solid  foondatioo  for  fU-  do  not  hesitate  wholly  to  disallow  the  calcu- 
lation (^  1781 ,  without  any  apprehension  that  I 

*  See  Report  IV   Mr.  Duudas^s  Ck>mmiuee, 

.  4flw  *  Interest  Is  rated  in  India  by  the  mooOb 
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AiU  appear  to  diftnist  his  Teracity  or  bis  jud^ 
meaA.  This  peace  estimate  of  revenue  was 
HOC  grounded  on  the  state  of  the  Camatic  as  it 
tbqp,  or  as  it  had  recently,  stood.  It  was  a 
itatttnent  of  former  and  better  times.  There 
il  no  doubt  that  a  period  did  exist,  wheq  the 
large  portion  of  the  Camatic  held  by  the  nabob 
of  Arcot  might  bo  fairly  reputed  to  produce  a 
rarenue  to  that,  or  to  a  greater  amount.  But 
die  ^ole  had  so  melted  away  by  the  slow  and 
■Uent  hostility  of  oppression  and  mismanage- 
nenC,  that  the  revenues,  sinking  with  the 
prosperity  of  the  country,  had  fallen  to  about 
dMOjOOa  a  year,  even  before  an  enemy's  horse 
had  imprinted  his  hoof  on  the  soil  of  the  Car- 
natic.  From  that  view,  and  independently  of 
the  decisive  effects  of  the  war  which  ensued, 
Sir  Eyre  Coote  conceived  that  years  must 
pass  before  the  country  could  be  restored  to  its 
fbnner  prosperity  and  production.  It  was  that 
■tate  of  revenue,  (namely,  the  actual  state 
belore  the  war,)  which  the  directors  have 
opposed  to  Lord  Macartney's  speculation. 
They  refused  to  take  the  revenues  for  more 
than  iC.800/)00.  In  this  they  are  justified  by 
X«ord  Macartney  himself,  who,  in  a  subsequent 
letter,  informs  the  court;  that  his  sketch  is  a 
matter  o(  speculation ;  it  supposes  the  country 
restored  to  its  ancient  prosperity,  and  the  reve- 
nue to  be  in  a  course  of  effective  and  honest 
collection.  If  therefore  the  ministers  have 
gone  wrong,  they  were  not  deceived  by  Lord 
Macartney :  they  were  deceived  by  no  man. 
The  estimate  of  tlie  directors  is  nearly  the 
fery  estimate  furnished  by  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  himself,  and  published  to  the 
worM  in  one  of  the  printed  reports  of  his  own 
committee  ;'*'  but  as  soon  as  he  obtained  his 
power,  he  chose  to  abandon  his  account.  No 
part  of  his  official  conduct  can  be  defended  on 
the  ground  of  his  parliamentary  information. 

In  this  clashing  of  accounts  and  estimates, 
ought  not  the  ministry,  if  they  wished  to  pre- 
serve even  appearances,  to  have  waited  for 
information  of  the  actual  result  of  these  spocu- 
latkms,  before  they  laid  a  charge,  and  such  a 
charge,  not  conditionally  and  eventually,  but 
positively  and  authoritatively,  upon  a  country 
which  they  all  knew,  and  which  one  of  them 
had  registered  on  the  records  of  this  house, 
to  be  wasted  beyond  all  example,  by  every 
oppression  of  an  abusive  government,  and  every 
ravage  of  a  desolating  wax.    But  that  you  may 

a  Mr.  Dundas's  Committee,  Rep.  I.  p.  9,  and 
ditto,  Rep.  IV.  69,  where  the  revenue  of  1777 
scateid  only  at  3-2  lacs — 30  lacs  stated  as  the 
revenue,  "tuppoting  the  Carnatic  to  tw  pro* 
fxr/y  managea.** 


discern  in  what  manner  they  use  the  eonres^ 
poodence  of  office,  and  that  thmreby  yoa  may 
enter  into  the  true  q»irit  of  the  ministerial 
bqard  of  controul,  I  desire  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
U  remark,  that  throu^  their  whole  contvo* 
versy  with  the  court  of  directors,  they  do  rd 
so  much  as  hint  at  their  ever  having  seen  any 
other  paper  from  Lord  Macartney,  or  any  Oihtei 
estimate  of  revenue,  than  this  of  I78L  To 
this  they  hold.  Here  they  take  post;  here 
they  entrench  themselves. 

When  I  first  read  this  curious  contiovuisy 
between  the  ministerial  board  and  die  court  <^ 
directors,  common  candour  obliged  me  to  attrio 
bute  their  tenacious  adherence  to  the  estiraatt 
of  1781,  to  a  total  ignorance  of  what  ha^ 
appeared  upon  the  records.  But  the  rigfa 
honourable  gentleman  has  chosen  to  come  fa- 
ward  with  an  uncalled-for  dedaraiion;  he 
boastingly  tells  you,  that  he  has  seen,  read, 
digested,  compared  every  thing ;  and  that  if  he 
has  sinned,  he  has  sirmed  with  his  eyes  broad 
open.  Since  then  the  ministers  wiU  ohsti- 
nately  shut  the  gates  of  mercy  on  themselves, 
let  them  add  to  their  crimes  what  aggiavatioos 
they  please.  They  have  then  (since  it 
be  so)  wilfully  and  corrupdy  suppreaaed 
infonnation  which  they  ought  to  have 
duced ;  and  for  the  support  of  pecidation,  ha' 
made  themselves  guilty  <^  spoliation  and 
prcssion  of  evidence.'*'  The  paper  I  hold 
my  hand,  which  totally  overturns  {Ear  the 
sent  at  least)  the  estimate  of  1781,  they  havi 
no  more  taken  notice  of  in  their 
with  the  court  of  directors,  than  if  it  had 
existence.  It  is  the  report  made  by  a 
mittee  appointed  at  Madras,  to  manage 
whole  of  the  six  countries  assigned  to  the 
pany  by  the  nabob  of  Arcot.  This 
was  wisely  instituted  by  Lprd  Macartney, 
remove  from  himself  the  suspicion  of  all 
proper  management  in  so  invidious 
and  it  seems  to  have  been  well  chosen.  Th 
committee  has  mode  a  comparative 
of  the  only  six  districts  whidi  were  in  a 
dition  to  bo  let  to  farm.  In  one  set  of  cobmi 
they  state  the  gross  and  net  produce  of 
districts  as  let  by  the  nabob.  To  that  stat^ 
ment  they  oppose  the  terms  on  which  the 
districts  were  rented  for  five  years,  under 
authority.  Under  the  nabob,  the  gross 
was  so  high  as  £.570.000  sterling.  What  uta^ 
the  clear  produce  ?  Why,  no  more  than  abo<v^ 
£J250,00O;  and  this  was  the  whole  pro6t  of  tft«* 
nabob's  treasury,  under  his  own 

*  See  Api»e(idix,  No.  4,  Statement  In  the  ft« 
pon  of  thr  Committee  of  assigned  Revenue 
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■(  all  the  districts  which  wera  in  a  condition  I  have  atated  to  you  the  eatimated  produce 

•o  be  let  to  (arm  on  the  S7th  of  May,  1782.  of  the  territories  of  the  Camatic,  in  a  condi- 

I^ord  Macartney's  leases  stipulated  a  gross  tion  to  be  fanned  in  1782,  according  to  the 

firoduoe  of  no  more  than  about  £.6S0fi00 ;  but  different  managements  into  which  they  might 

Ciien  the  estimated   net  amount  was  nearly  fall;   and  this  estimate  the  ministers  have 

double  the  nabob's.     It  however  did  not  then  thought  proper  to  suppress.    Since  that,  two 

£.480,000;    and    Lord  ]\!acartney's  other  accounts  have  been  received.    The  first 


commissioners  take  credit  (or  an  annual  revo-     informs  us,  that  there  has  been  a  recovery  of 
amounting  to  this  clear  sum.    Here  is  no     what  is  called  arrear,  as  well  as  of  an  im- 


■peculation ;  here  is  no  inacciu^e  account  provement  of  tho  revenue  of  one  of  the  six 

clanilestinely  obtained  from  thoso  who  might  provinces  which  wore  let  in  17^ "^    It  was 

wiahf  Hcd  were  enabled  to  deceive.    It  is  the  brought  about  by  making  a  new  war.     After 

aalhari^ud  recorded   state  of  a  real  recent  aome  sharp  actions,  by  the  resolution  and  skill 

transaction.      Here    is   not    twelve   hundred  ofColonelFullarton,  several  of  the  petty  princes 

thousand  pound,  not  eight   hundred.      The  of  the  most  southerly  of  the  unwasted  provinces 

wilioie  revenue  of  the  Camatic  yiekled  no  more  were  compelled  to  pay  very  heavy  rents  and 

in   May  17^  than  four  hundred  and  eighty  tributes,  who  for  a  long  time  before  had  not 

tili>nsand  pounds ;  nearly  the  very  precise  sum  paid  any  acknowledgment    AAer  this  reduo- 

«H.:^h  your  minister,  who  is  so  careful  of  the  tion,  by  the  care  of  Mr.  Irvin,  one  of  the  com- 

|mblic  security,  has  carried  irom  all  deserip-  mittee,  that  province  was  divided  into  twelve 

tions  of  establishment  to  form  a  fund  for  the  (arms.    This  operation  raised  the  income  of 

private  emolument  of  his  creatures.  that  particular  province ;  the  others  remain  as 

Inthisestimato,  wesee,  aslhavejustobeer-  they  were  first  fiurmed.    So  that  instead  of 

vad,  the  nabob's  farms  rated  so  high  as  £.570yOOO.  producing  only  their  original  rent  of  £.480,000, 

Hitherto  all  is  well ;  but  follow  on  to  the  effec-  they  netted  in  about  two  years  and  a  quarter, 

tire  net  revenue :  there  the  illusion  vanishes;  iE .1,320,000  sterling,  which  would  be  about 

•nd  you  will  not  find  nearly  so  much  as  half  £.660,000  a  year,  if  the  recovered  arrear  was 

lbs  produce.  It  is  with  reason,  therefore,  Lord  not  included.    "VSliat  deduction  is  to  be  made 

Macartney,  invariably  throughout  the  whole  on  account  of  that  arrear  I  cannot  determine, 

oorreifxindence,  qualifies  all  his  views  and  but  certainly  what  would  reduce  the  annual 

«qMtctations  of  revenue,  and  all  his  plans  for  income  considerably  below  tho  rate  I  have 

ka  application,  with  this  indispensable  condi*  allowed. 

tkm,  that  the  management  is  not  in  the  hands  The  second  account  received,  is  the  letting 

«f  the  nabob  of  Arcot.    Should  that  fatal  mea-  of  the  wasted  provinces  of  the  Camatic.    This 

■ore  take  place,  he  has  over  and  over  again  I  understand  is  at  a  growing  rent,  which  may 

MU  you,  that  be  has  no  prospect  of  releasing  or  may  not  realise  what  it  promises ;  but  if  it 

Miy  thing  whatsoever  for  any  public  purpose,  should  answer,  it  will  raise  the  whole,  at  some 

With  these  weighty  declarations,  confirmed  by  future  time,  to  £.1,200,000. 

■ach  a  state  of  indisputable  fact  before  them;  You  must  here  remark,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 

iibat  has  been  done  by  the  chancellor  of  the  this  revenue  is  the  produce  of  a//  the  nabob's 

oehequer  and  his  accomplices  ?     Shall  I  be  dominions.    During  the  assignment,  the  nabob 

Relieved?     They  have  delivered  over  those  paid  nothing,  because  the  company  had  all. 

f«7  territories,  on  the  keeping  of  which  in  Supposing  the  whole  of  the  lately  assigned 

^  bands  of  the  committee,  the  defence  of  our  territory  to  yield  up  to  the  most  sanguine  ez- 

dominions,  and  what  was  more  dear  to  them,  pectations  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ; 

poMiUy,  their  o^vn  job  depended;  they  have  and  suppose  £.1,200,000  to  be  annually  realised 

daUvered  back  again  without  condition,  with-  (of  which  we  actually  know  of  no  more  than 

<Mt  arrangement,  witliout  stipulation  of  any  Uie  realising  of  six  hundred  thousand)  out  of 

Mfl  £>r  tl^  natives  of  any  rank,  the  whole  of  this  you  must  deduct  the  subsidy  and  rent 

dmae  vast  countries,  to  many  of  which  he  had  which  the  nabob  paid  before  the  assignment, 

B»  just  claim,  into  the  minous  mismanagement  namely  £.340,000  a  year.    This  reduces  back 

of  tho  nabob  of  Arcot.    To  crown  all,  accor-  the  revenue  applicable  to  the  new  distribution 

ding  to  their  miserable  practice  whenever  they  made  by  his  majesty's  ministers,  to  about 

lo  any  thing  transcendently  absurd,  they  pre-  £.800,000.     Of  that  sum  five  eighths  are  by 

liuce  this  their  abdication  of  their  trust,  by  a  them  surrendered  to  the  debts.     The  remai- 

aolemn  declaration  that  they  were  not  obliged  ning  three  are  the  only  fund  left  for  ail  the  poi^ 
lo  it  by  any  principle  of  policy,  or  any  demand 

tf  joatice  whatsoever.  *  The  province  ofTlnnevelly. 
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poses  so  magnificently  displayed  in  the  letter  troul  among  the  debts  of  the  CaroatiCi  was  dm 
of  the  board  of  controul ;  that  is  for  a  new-cast  arising  to  the  East  India  company,  which  aflsr 
peace  establishment ;  a  new  fund  for  ordnance  the  provision  for  the  cavabyi  and  the  oonsolidft- 
and  fortifications  ;  and  a  large  allowance  for  tion  of  1777,  was  to  divide  the  residue  of  ti» 
what  they  caU  « the  splendour  of  the  Durbar.*'  fund  of  £.480,000  a  year  with  the  lendecs  of 
Tou  have  heard  the  account  of  these  terri-  1767.  This  debt,  the  worthy  chairman,  who  site 
tories  as  they  stood  in  1782.  Tou  have  seen  opposite  to  me,  contends  to  be  three  millioni 
the  actual  receipt  since  the  assignment  in  1781,  sterling.  Lord  Macartney's  account  of  1781, 
of  which  I  reckon  about  two  years  and  a  quar-  states  it  to  be  at  that  period,  £.1,200,0001 
ter  productive.  I  have  stated  to  you  the  ex-  The  first  account  of  the  court  of  directors  maJua 
pectation  from  the  wasted  part.  For  realising  it  £.900,000.  This,  like  the  private  debt, 
all  this  you  may  value  yourselves  on  the  vigour  being  without  any  solid  existence,  is  iacapafab 
and  diligence  of  a  govemour  and  committee  of  any  distinct  limits.  Whatever  its  amoaM 
that  have  done  so  much.  If  these  hopes  from  or  its  validity  may  be,  one  thing  is  clear ;  it  ■ 
the  committee  are  rational — remember  that  the  of  the  nature  and  quality  of  a  public  debt.  Ii* 
committee  is  no  more.  Your  ministers,  ^o  that  li^t  nothing  is  provided  for  it,  bat  u 
have  formed  their  fund  for  these  debts  on  the  eventual  surplus  to  be  divided  with  one  ciam 
presumed  effect  of  the  committee's  manage-  of  the  private  demands,  after  satisfying  th* 
mont,  have  put  a  complete  end  to  that  com-  two  first  classes.  Never  was  a  more  shamsM 
mittee.  Their  acts  are  rescinded ;  their  leases  postponing  a  public  demand,  which  by  dit 
are  broken;  their  renters  are  dispersed.  Your  reason  of  the  thing,  and  the  unifixm  practiet 
ministers  knew  when  they  signed  the  death-  of  all  nations,  supersedes  every  private  daim* 
warrant  of  the  Camatic,  that  the  nabob  would  Those  who  gave  this  preference  to  |»'iral« 
not  only  turn  all  these  unfortunate  farmers  of  claims,  consider  the  company's  as  a  lawftl 
revenue  out  of  employment,  but  that  he  has  demand ;  else,  why  did  they  pretend  to  pro- 
denounced  his  severest  vengeance  against  them,  vide  for  it  ?  On  their  own  principles  they  art 
for  acting  under  British  authority.     With  a  condemned. 

knowledge  of  this  disposition,  a  British  chan-        But  I,  Sir,  who  profess  to  speak  to  your  m- 

cellor  of  the  exdiequer,  and  treasurer  of  the  derstanding  and  to  your  oooscience,  and  to 

navy,  incited  by  no  public  advantage,  impelled  brush  away  even  from  this  business  all  &!■• 

by  no  public  necessity,  in  a  strain  of  the  most  colours,  all  false  appellations,  as  wdl  as  Aim 

wanton  perfidy  which  has  ever  stained  the  facts,  do  positively  deny  that  the  Camalae 

annals  of  mankind,  have  delivered  over  to  owes  a  shilling  to  the  company ;  vHiatever  the 

plunder,  imprisonment,  exile,  and  death  itself,  company  may  be  indebted  to  that  ondow 

according  to  the   mercy  of  such  execrable  country.    It  owes  nothing  to  the  company  Ar 

tyrants  as  Amir  ul  Omra  and  Paul  Benfield,  this  plain  and  simple  reason — The  terriloiy 

the  unhappy  and  deluded  soub,  who,  untaught  charged  with  the  debt  is  their  own.    To  wn 

by  uniform  example,  were  still  weak  enough  tliat  their  revenues  fall  short,  and  owe  ih&m 

lo  put  then-  trust  in  English  faith.^    They  money,  is  to  say  they  are  in  debt  to  themsdw, 

have  gone  farther ;  they  have  thought  proper  which  is  only  talking  nonsense.    The  &et  ■, 

lo  mode  and  outrage  their  misery  by  ordering  that  by  the  invasion  of  an  enemy,  and  the  nda 

them  protection  and  compensati(m.  From  what  of  the  country,  the  company,  either  in  its  owm 

power  is  this  protection  to  be  derived  ?    And  name,  or  in  the  names  of  the  nabob  of  Areot 

fix>m  what  fund  is  this  compensation  to  arise  ?  and  rajah  of  Tanjore,  has  lost  for  several  yean 

The   revenues  are  delivered   over  to   their  what  it  might  have  looked  to  receive  fiom  ili 

oppressor;   the  territorial  jurisdiction,  from  own  estate.    If  men  were  allowed  to  cradi 

whence  that  revenue  Lb  to  arise,  and  under  themselves  upon  such  principles,  any  one  mid^ 

which  they  live,  is  surrendered  to  the  same  soon  grow  rich  by  this  mode  of  aocountinc.  A 

iron  hands :  and  that  they  shall  be  deprived  of  flood  comes  down  upon  a  man's  estate  in  th* 

all  refuge,  and  all  hope,  the  minister  has  made  Bedford  Level  of  a  thousand  pounds  a  ysv 

a  solemn,  voluntary  declaration,  that  he  never  and  drowns  his  rents  for  ten  yean.    Tha 

win  interfere  with  the  nabob's  internal  govern-  chancellor  would  put  that  man  into  the  haadi 

iDonLf  of  a  trustee,  who  would  gravely  make  up  ha 

The  last  thing  considered  by  the  board  of  con-  books,  and  for  this  loss  credit  himself  in  faa 

account  for  a  debt  due  to  him  of  £.10^000.    h 

•  Appendix,  No.  6.  "'  *»«^«^«f;  f  Ai«  Principle  Ae  company 

t  See  extract  of  their  letter  in  the  Appendix,  "***"  "P  »^  demanda  on  the  CamaUc.    Ic 

No.  9.  ,  peace  they  go  the  full  length,  and  iMeed  nonss 
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than  the  full  length,  cf  what  the  people  can  recollect  two  things:  first,  that  the  nabob's  debt 

bear  for  current  establishments ;  theu  they  are  to  the  company  carries  no  interest    In  the 

absurd  enough  to  consolidate  all  the  calamities  next  place  you  will  obsenrei  that  whenever  the 

of  war  into  debts ;  to  metamorphose  the  de-  company  has  occasion  to  borrow,  she  has  al- 

▼astations  of  the  country  into  demands  upon  ways  commanded  whatever  she  thought  fit  al 

its  future  production.     What  is  this  but  to  eight  percent.    Carrying  in  your  mind  these 

avow  a  resolution  utterly  to  destroy  their  own  two  facts,  attend  to  the  process  with  regard  to 

country,  and  to  force  the  people  to  pay  for  their  the  public  and  private  debt,  and  with  what 

sufferings,  to  a  government  which  has  proved  little  appearance  of  decency  they  play  into 

uable  to  protect  either  the  share  of  the  hus-  each  other's  hands  a  game  of  utter  perdition  to 

btsdman  or  Cheir  own?    In  every  lease  of  a  the  unhappy  natives  c^  India.    The  nabob  falls 

ftnn,  the  invasion  of  an  enemy,  instead  of  into  an  arrear  to  the  company.    The  presi- 

fonning  a  demand  for  arrear,  is  a  release  of  dency  presses  for  payment.    The  nabob^s  an- 

rent ;  nor  for  that  release  is  it  at  all  necessary  swer  is,  I  have  no  money.    Good.    But  there 

to  shew,  that  the  invasion  has  left  nothing  to  are  soucars  who  will  supply  you  on  the  mort- 

the  occupier  of  the  soil ;  though  in  the  present  gage  of  your  territories.    Then  steps  forward 

case  it  would  be  too  easy  to  prove  that  mclan-  some  Paul  Benfield,  and  from  his  grateful  conn 

choly  fact  '*'     I  therefore  applauded  my  right  passion  to  the  nabob,  qpd  his  filial  regard  to 

honourable  friend,  who,  when  he  canvassed  the  company,  he  unlods  the  treasures  of  his 

the  company's  accounts,  as  a  preliminary  to  virtuous  industry ;  and  for  a  consideration  of 

a  bill  that  ought  not  to  stand  on  falsehood  of  twenty-four  or  thirty-six  prr  cent,  on  a  mort- 

any  kind,  fixed  his  discerning  eye,  and  his  gage  of  the  territorial  revenue,  becomes  seco- 

deciding  hand,  on  these  debts  of  the  company,  rity  to  the  company  for  the  nabob's  arrear. 

from  the  nabob  of  Arcot  and  rajah  of  Tanjore,         AH  this   intermediate  usury  thus  becomes 

sod  at  one  stroke  expunged  them  all,  as  ut-  sanctified  by  the  ultimate  view  to  the  comp*- 

teriy  irrecoverable ;  he  might  have  added  as  ny's  payment.    In  this  case,  Woqld  not  a  plain 

utterly  unfounded.  roan  ask  this  plain  question  of  the  company;  if 

On  these  grounds  I  do  not  blame  the  ar-  you  know  that  the  nabob  must  annually  mort- 

rtngement  this  day  in  questi<»i,  as  a  preference  gage  his  territories  to  yoAr  servants  to  pay  hia 

given  to  the  debt  of  individuals  over  the  com-  annual  arrear  to  you,  why  is  not  the  assign- 

patty's  debt.    In  my  eye  it  is  no  more  than  ment  or  mortgage  made  directly  to  the  com- 

the  preference  of  a  fiction  over  a  chimera ;  but  pany  itself?  By  this  simple  obvious  operatiooi 

I  blame  the  preference  given  to  those  fictitious  the  company  would  be  relieved  and  the  debt 

private  debts  over  the  standing  defence  and  paid,  without  the  charge  of  a  shilling  interest 

the  standing  government.    It  is  there  the  pub-  to  that  prince.    But  if  that  course  should  be 

lie  is  robbed.    It  is  robbed  in  its  army ;  it  is  thought  too  indulgent,  why  do  they  not  take 

robbed  in  iis  civil  administration ;  it  is  robbed  that  assignment  with  such  interest  to  then>> 

ia  its  credit ;  it  is  robbed  in  its  investment  selves  as  they  pay  to  others,  that  is  eight  per 

which  forms  the  commercial  connection  be-  cent  7    Or  if  it  were  thought  more  adviseable 

tween  that  country  and  Europe.    There  is  the  (why  it  shouki  I  know  not)  that  he  must  bo^ 

robbery.  row,  why  do  not  the  company  lend  their  own 

But  my  principal  objection  lies  a  good  deal  credit  to  the  nabob  for  their  own  payment  7 

That  debt  to  the  company  is  the  pre-  That  credit  would  not  be  weakened  by  the 

under  which  all  the  other  debts  lurk  and  collateral  security  of  his  territorial  mortgage 

themselves.    That  debt  forms  the  foul  The  money  might  still  be  had  at  eight  prr  oenf. 

mucus,  in  which  are  engendered  the  Instead  of  any  of  these  honest  and  obvious 

whole  brood  of  creeping  ascarides,  all  the  end-  methods,  the  company  has  fbrycirs  kept  up  a 

involutions,  the  eternal  knot,  added  to  a  shew  of  disinterestedness  and  moderation,  by 

cf  thoee  inexpugnable  tape-worms  which  suffering  a  debt  to  accumulate  to  them  from 

the  nutriment,  and  eat  up  the  bowels  the  country  powers  without  any  interest  at  all; 

vrf*  India.t    It  is  necessary.  Sir,  you  should  and  at  the  same  time  have  seen  before  their 

eyes,  on  a  pretext  of  borrowing  to  pay  thai 

^..•1      _-fv..ui         I       e    r       f  debt,  the  revenues  of  the  country  cliarged  with 

•  •* It  Is  certain  ihat  the  Incursion  era /eio  of  '         r.       .     .       .    r        .u-_*      •       «j 

Hyder^s  Horse  into  the  Jaghire,  in  176%  cost  "  "'"0^  of  twenty,  twenty-four,  ihirty-six,  and 

the  company  upwards  of  pagodas   37,000  in 
mtlowaneea  for  damagea.^^    Consultations,  Fe- 

braary  llth,  1771.  ject;  particularly  Consultations,  October  4thf 

i  Proceedings  at  Madras,  llth  February.  1709,  1769,  and  the  Creditors'  Mem»riat  30th  Jano 

and  ihioughout  the  correspondence  on  tnis  sub-  ary,  1T70> 
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•▼en  eigk  t^and-fbrtj  per  cffU.  with  eompaand     bocawe  a  abort-Ured  soocewioa  of  cUoouito 
intemti^  for  the  beoefit  of  their  serranls.  All     lashed  from  opprenor  to  eppreiKir,  i^iilil  a 

this  time  they  know,  thalby  hanng  adebt  ndn  single  drop  of  blood  is  left  as  the  means  of  «a^ 

sisting  without  anj  interest,  which  is  to  be  torting  a  single  grain  of  com.    Do  boC  thiifc 

paid  by  contracting  a  debt  on  die  highest  in-  I  paint.    Far,  rery  far  from  it ;  I  do  wM  i 
erest,  diey  manifintly  render  it  necessary  to     the  hci,  nor  approadi  to  it.    Men  of 
the  nabob  of  Arcot  to  give  the  priratodemand     able  condition,  men  equal  to  yoor  sn' 

a  preference  to  the  public ;  and  by  binding  him  Englidi  yeomen,  aredaily  tied  up  and 

and  their  serrants  together  in  a  common  canse,  to  answer  the  multiplied  demands  of 

they  enable  him  to  form  a  party  to  the  uuer  contending  and  contradictory  titles,  all  issuiq| 

ruin  of  their  own  authority,  uxl  their  own  from  one  and  the  same  source.    Tyrannoos 

affairs.    Thus  their  false  moderation,  and  their  exaction  brings  on  senrile  ooncealueot :  and 

aflected  purity,  by  the  natural  operation  of  that    again  calls   forth   tyrannous    ctArrcion. 

erery  thing  false,  and   every  thing  affected,  They  move  in  a  circle,  mutually  producing  and 

becomes  puider  and  bawd  to  the  unbridled  do-  nroduced ;  till  at  length  nodiing  of  humanity  is 

bauchery  and  licentious  lewdness  of  usury  and  left  in  the  govemmeiA,  no  trace  of  integrity, 

extortion.  spirit,  or  nunliness  in  the  people,  who  drag 

In  consequence  of  this  double  game,  all  the  out  a  precarious  and  degraded  existence  under 

territorial  revenues  have,  at  one  time  or  other,  this  system  of  outrage  upon  human  natara. 

oeen  covered  by  those  locusts,  the  English  Sudi  is  the  effect  of  the  establishment  of  a 

soucars.    Not  one  single  foot  of  the  Camatie  debt  to  the  company,  as  it  has  hitherto  been 

has  escaped  them ;  a  territory  as  large  as  managed,  and  as  it  ever  will  remain,  nnti 

England.      During  these  operations  what  a  ideas  are  adopted  totally  different  from  thoss 

scene  has  that  country  presented !  f      The  which  prevail  at  this  time, 
usurious  European   assignee  supersedes  the        Tour   worthy  ministers,   supporting   what 

nabob's   native  farmer  of  the  revenue  ;  the  they  are  obliged  to  condemn,  have  thmigfat  fit 

fiumer  flies  to  the  n^iob's  presence  to  claim  to  renew  the  company's  old  order  against  ood- 

his  bargain ;  ^ilst  bis  servants  murmur  for  tracting  private  debts  in  future.    They  begia 

wages,  and  his  soldiers  mutiny  for  pay.    The  by  rev^nding  the  violation  of  the  ancieM  bw ; 

mortgage  to  the  European  assignee  is  then  and  then  they  gravely  re-enact  provisiooa,  «C 

resumed,  and  the  native  fiumer  replaced,  again  which  they  have  given  bounties  for  the  braach. 

to  be  removed  on  the  new  damour  of  the  This  inconsistency  has  been  well  exposed.* 

European  assignee.)    Eveiy  man  of  rank  and  But  what  will  you  say  to  their  having  gone  tha 

landed  fortune  being  long  since  extinguished,  length  of  gjvmg  positive  directions  for  0Qa> 

the  remaining  miserable  last  cultivator,  who  tracting  the  debt  which  they  positively  forbid  ? 
grows  to  the  soil,  after  having  his  back  scored        I  will   explain  mysel£      They  order  di» 

by  the  farmer,  has  it  again  flayed  by  the  whip  nabob,  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  Camatie,  t» 

of  the  assignee,  and  is  thus  by  a  ravenous,  allot  four  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 

a  year,  as  a  fund  for  the  debts  before  ua. 

♦  Appendix,  No.  7.  *«  punctual  payment  of  this  annuity,  they 

t  For  some  part  of  these  usurious  transactions,  him  to  give  sotccor  securit  v.f    When  a  m 

see  CoiuultaUon  3ach  Januanr  17S1 ;  and  for  the  that  is  a  money  dealer,  becomes  securfty  for 

nabob's  excusing  his  oppreoions  on  account  of  ___  «_.:„  «_:-X,  «i,«  mmm*  m  Cw  tk.  .It;.^ 

these  debts,  Consultaifon  a6ih .  November  1770.  •"/  °*^*^*  P"™*'  "»®  '^^^  »,  for  Ac  nalm 

"  Still  I  undertook,  first,  the  payment  of  the  P™><»  ^  counter-secure  the  money  dealer,  by 

money  belonging  to  the  company,  who  are  my  making  over  to  him  in  mortgage  a  portion  of 

kind  friends,  and  by  borrowing,  and  mortgaging  his  territory,  equal  to  the  sum  annually  to  be 

by  fresh  eeveritiee  also  on  ray  country,  notwUA.  P^  ceirf.    The  pomt  lit  for  the  house  to  knotr 

atanding  iu  dittreeted  ataUy  as  you  knuw.**  is,  who  are  these  soucars,  to  whom  thissecori^ 

-The  tfoanl's  remark  is  as  follow* ;  after  con-  on  the  revenues  in  favour  of  the  nabob's  en- 

iroverung  some  of  the  facts,  ihey  say,  "  Thai  j;,,^  :.  .«  w^     •       -»    rpu         v^T;  _/^ 

t>ia  countries  are  oppressed  i^  moit  certain,  but  J**°"  »  to  be  given?    The  majontj  of  tba 

not  from  real  necessity ;  hia  debta  have  indeed  house,  unaccustomed  to  these  transactions,  wiH 

afforded  him  a  canHatU  pretence  for  using  se-  hear  with  astonishment  that  these  souean  aro 

*tyu'(!lrjislu°jnrhTnu'.r,  ,,9,,  wh.™  «:»?;«*"*•  ««diu«  *«-*-.  -n- 

it  IS  asserted,  and  not  denied,  that  the  nabob's  »n""«««i  not  content  with  authonsmg 

farmers  of  revenue  seldom  coniinue  for  three 

months  togotlier.    From  this  the  state  of  the        *  In  Mr.  Fox's  speech 

country  may  be  easily  judged  of.  f  The  amended  Letu^r,  Ajipendlx,  No  0 
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manetioM  in  a  mmer  and  to  an  ezlent  un-  serred  lor  htm ;  nol  the  prioe  of  pillaged  trea- 

tepedftrbytherapaeioiMeipeetatioQBofuiurj  ■uriei,  reaneked  bouMt,  and  phndeied  tenri- 

itael^  loads  the  broken  beck  of  the  Indian  rev»-  toriesw— It  ie  a  laife  grant,  from  a  maU  king^ 

naei^ in fiiToarofhis worthy frienda the eoocars,  dooi  not  obtained  bj  our  arms;  robbed,  not 

with  an  additional  twenty-four  /mt  cent,  for  protected,  by  oar  power;  a  grant  for  which  no 

bdng  security  to  themselves  for  their  own  equiTalent  was  eter  given,  or  pretended  to  be 

dainifl ;  for  condescending  to  take  the  country  given.      The    right   honourable    genUenian, 

in  mortgage,  to  pay  to  themselves  the  fruits  of  however,  bean  witness  in  his  reports  to  the 

their  own  extortions.  punctuality  of  the  payments  of  this  grant  of 

The  interest  to  bo  paid  for  this  security,  bounty,  or,  if  you  please,  of  fear.    It  amounts 

according  to  the  mcMt  moderate  strain  of  sou-  to  one  hundred   and  sixty  thousand  poundi 

ev  demand,  comes  to  one  hundred  and  eightem  sterling  net  annual  subsidy.    He  bears  wifep 

thousand  pounds  a  year,  which  added  to  the  ness  to  a  further  grant  of  a  town  and  port, 

iC  .480,000  on  which  it  is  to  accrue,  will  make  with  an   annexed  district  of  thirty  thousaiid 

the  whole  charge  on  account  of  these  debts  on  pounds  a   year,  surrendered  to  the  company 

the  Camatic  revenues  amount  to  £.598,000  since  the  first  donation.    Ho  has  not  borne 

a  year,  as  much  as  even  a  long  peace  will  witness,  but  the  fact  is,  (he  will  not  deny  it,) 

enable  those  revenues  to  produce.    Can  any  that  in  the  midst  of  war,  and  during  the  min 

one  reflect  for  a  moment  on  all  those  claims  of  and  desolation  of  a  cAnsideraUe  part  of  hia 

debt,  which  the  minister  exhausts  himself  in  territories,  this  prince  made  many  very  large 

contrivances  to  augment  with  new  usuries,  payments.    Notwithstanding  these  merits  and 

without  lining  up  his  hands  and  eyes  in  as-  senrices,  the  first  regulation  of  ministry  is  to 

tonishment  of  the  impudence,  both  oif  the  claim  force  fixxn  him  a  territory  of  an  extent  which 

and  of  the  adjudication  ?     Services  of  some  they  have  not  yet  thought  proper  to  ascertain,* 

kind  or  other  these  servants  of  the  company  for  a  military  peace  establishment,   the  par- 

BMist  have  done,  so  great  and  eminent,  that  the  ticulars  of  which  they  have  not  yet   been 

chancellor  of  the  exchequer  cannot  think  that  pleased  to  settle. 

all  they  have  brought  home  is  half  enough.  The  next  part  of  their  arrangement  is  with 

He  halloos  afler  thorn,  "  Gentlemen,  you  have  regard  to  war.    As  confessedly  this  prince  had 

forgot  a  large  packet  behind  you,   in  your  no  share  in  stirring  up  any  of  the  former  wan, 

hurry ;  you    have   not   sufliciently  recovered  so  all  future  wars  are  completely  out  of  his 

jrourselves;  you  ought  to  have,  and  you  shall  power;  for  he  has  no  troops  whatever,  and  is 

have,  interest  upon  interest,  upon  a  prohibited  under  a  stipulation  not  so  much  as  to  corre»> 

debt  that  is  made  up  of  interest  upon  interest,  pond  with  any  foreign  slate,  except  thronrii 

Eren  this  is  too  little.    I  have   thought  of  the  con^iany.    Tet,  in  case  the  companps 

another  character  for  you,  by  which  you  may  servants  shouki  be  again  involved  in  war,  or 

add  something  to  your  gams;  you  shall  be  shouki   think   proper  again   to  provoke  any 

security  to  yourselves ;  and  hence  will  arise  enemy,  as  in  times  past  they  have  wantonly 

a  new  usury,  which  shall  efface  the  memory  of  provoked  all  India,  he  is  to  be  subjected  to  a 

•11  the  usuries  suggested  to  you  by  your  own  new  penalty.    To  what  penalty? — Why,  to 

dull  inventions."  no  less  than  the  confiscation  of  all  his  rere- 

I  have  done  with  the  arrangement  relative  nues.    But  this  is  to  end  with  the  war,  and 

to  the  Camatic.    Afler  this  it  is  to  little  pur-  they  are  to  be  fiuthfuUy  returned  ? — Oh !  no ; 

pose  to  observe  on  what  the  ministers  have  nothing   like  it.    The  country  is  to  remain 

done  to  Tanjore.    Your  ministers  have  not  under  confiscation  until  all  the  debt  which  the 

observed  even  form   and  cerenKxiy  in  their  company  shall  think  fit  to  incur  in  such  war 

Outrageous  and  insulting  robbery  of  that  coun-  shall  be  discharged ;  that  is  to  say,  for  ever. 

t»j,  whose  only  crime  has  been,  its  early  and  His  sole  comfort  is  to  find  his  old  enemy,  the 

QonaCant  adherence  to  the  power  of  this,  and  nabob  of  Arcot,  {Jaced  in  the  very  same  coo- 

tlie  mifering  of  an  uniform  pillage  in  conso-  dition. 

aanence  of  it.    The  debt  of  the  company  fi^om  The  revenues  of  that  miserable  country  wcr«, 

Mw  rajah  of  Tanjore,  is  just  of  the  same  stuff  before  the  invasion  of  Hyder,  reduced  to  a  ^ross 

^lith  thai  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot.  annual  receipt  of  three  hundred  and  sixty 

The  suh*-  't  firom  Tanjore,  on  the  arrear  of  thousand  powid.t    From  this  receipt  the  sub> 
^ebicli  this  pretended  debt  (if  any  there  be)  has 

deemed  to  the  company,  is  not,  like  that  paid  ^  .        di     N  8 

tiy  the  nabob  of  Arco^  a  compensaUon  for  ^  wP^^etrfe's  e^Vldcnce  before  the  select  com- 

Goantries  obtamed,  augmeitted,  and  pre-  miuee,  Arf>>  No.  7 
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ndf  I  have  just  stated  is  taken.    This  again,  the  purpose  of  rapine  and  extortion ;  fiir  the 

by  payments  in  advance,  by  extorting  deposits  purpose  of  perpetuating  the  old  intrigues,  ani- 

of  additional  sums  to  a  vast  amount  for  the  mosities,  usuries,  and  corruptions, 

benefit  of  the  soucars,  and  by  an  endless  vari-  It  was  not  enou^  that  this  mockery  of  tn> 

e^  of  other  extortions,  public  and  private,  is  bute  was  to  be  continued  without  the  corre»> 

loaded  with  a  debt,  the  amount  of  which  I  never  pendent  protection,  or  any  of  the  stipulated 

coukl  ascertain}  but  which  is  large  undoubtedly,  equivalents,  but  ten  years  of  arrear,  to  dis 

generating  an  usury  the  most  completely  rui-  amount  of  i£  .400,000  sterling,  'u  added  to  all 

nous  that  probably  was  ever  heard  of;  that  t^  the  debts  to  the  company,  and  to  individuals, 

farty-dght  per  cent,  pen/able  nunthbf  with  com'  in  order  to  create  a  new  debt,  to  be  paid,  (if 

pound  interett.*  at  all  possible  to  be  paid  in  whole  or  in  part) 

Such  is  the  state  to  which  the  company's  only  by  new  usuries ;  and  all  this  for  the  nabob 

servants  have   reduced  that  country.     Now  of  Arcot,  or  rather  for  Mr.  Benfield,  and  ths 

come  the  reformers,  restorers,  and  comjfbrters  corps  of  the  nabob's  creditors  and  their  soucars. 

of  India.    What  have  they  done  ?    In  addi-  Thus  these  miserable  Indian  princes  are  ooi^ 

tion  to  all  tliese  tyrannous  exacticxis  with  all  tinned  in  their  seats,  for  no  other  purpose  thaa 

these  ruinous  debts  in  their  train,  looking  to  to  raider  them  in  the  first  instance  objects  of 

one  side  of  an  agreement  whilst  they  wilfully  every  species  of  extortion ;  and  in  the  second, 

shut  their  eyes  to  th^  other,  they  withdraw  to  force  them  to  become,  for  the  sake  of  a  um^ 

from  Tanjore  all  the  benefits  of  the  treaty  of  mentary  shadow  of  reduced  authority,  a  sort 

1763,  and  they  subject  that  nation  to  a  perpe-  of  subordinate  tyrants,  the  ruin  and  calami^, 

tual  tribute  of  forty  thousand  a  year  to  the  not  the  fathers  and  cherishers  of  their  pe<^e, 

nabob  of  Arcot ;  a  tribute  never  due,  or  pre-  But  take  this  tribute  only  as  a  mere  charge 

tended  to  be  due  to  ^'m,  even  when  he  appeared  (without  title,  cause,  or  equivalent)  on  this 

to  be  something ;  a  tribute,  as  things  now  stand,  people ;  what  one  step  has  been  taken  to  fumtrii 

not  to  a  real  potentate,  but  to  a  shadow,  a  grounds  for  a  just  calculation  and  estimate  of 

dream,  an  incubus  of  oppression.    After  the  tlie  proportion  of  the  burthen  and  the  ability? 

company  has  accepted  in  subsidy,  in  grant  of  None;  not  an  attempt  at  it.     They  do  noi 

territory,  in  remission  of  rent,  as  a  compen-  adapt  the  burthen  to  the  strength ;  but  they  es> 

sation  for  their  own  protection,  at  least  two  timate  the  strength  of  the  bearers  by  the  bur* 

hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year,  without  dis-  tlien  they  impose.     Then  what  care  is  takes 

counting  a  shilling  for  that  receipt,  the  minis-  to  leave  a  fund  sufficient  to  the  future  repio* 

ters  condemn  this  harassed  nation  to  be  tribu-  duction  of  the  revenues  that  are  to  bear  al 

tary  to  a  person  who  is  himself,  by  their  own  these  loads  ?  Every  one,  but  tolerably  conver* 

arrangement,  deprived  of  the  ri^t  of  war  or  sant  in  Indian  affairs,  must  know  that  the  et- 

peace ;  deprived  of  the  power  of  the  sword  ;  istence  of  this  little  kingdom  depends  oo  ill 

forbid  to  keep  up  a  single  regiment  of  soldiers ;  controul  over  the  river  Cavery.     The  benefili 

and  is  therefore  wholly  disabled  from  all  pro-  of  heaven  to  any  community,  ought  never  Is 

tection  of  the  country  which  is  the  object  of  be  connected  with  political  arrangements,  or 

the  pretended  tribute.    Tribute  hangs  on  the  made  to  depend  on  the  personal  conduct  of 

sword.    It  is  an  incident  insepaniUe  from  real  princes ;  in  whicli  the  mistake,  or  errour,  or 

sovereign  power.    In  the  present  case  to  sup-  neglect,  or  distress,  or  passion  of  a  moment 

pose  its  existence,  is  as  absurd  as  it  is  cniel  on  either  side,  may  bring  famine  on  miQiaos, 

and  oppressive.    And  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  you  and  ruin  an  innocent  nation  perhaps  fijr  agoa 

have  a  clear  exemplification  of  the  use  of  those  The   means  of  the  subb  istence   of  nwinlnwl 

false  names,  and  false  colours,  which  the  gen-  should  be  as  immutable  as  the  laws  of  natore, 

tlemen  who  have  Uttely  taken  possession  of  let  power  and  dominion  take  what  course  they 

India  dioose  to  lay  on  for  the  purpose  of  dis-  may. — Observe  what  has  been  done  with  r»* 

guising  their  plan  of  oppression.    The  nabob  gard  to  t'jis  important  concern.     The  use  of 

of  Arcot,  and  rajah  of  Tanjore,  have,  in  truth  this  river  is  indeed  at  length  given  to  the  rajah, 

.and  substance,  no  more  than  a  merely  t'vi!  and  a  power  provided  for  its  enjoyment  ol  iUt 

authority,  held  in  the  most  entire  dependence  oum  charge ;  but  the  means  of  furnishing  that 

</n  the  company.   The  nabob,  without  military,  charge  (and  a  mighty  one  it  is)  are  wholly  out 

without  federal  capacity,  is  extinguished  as  a  ofi*.    This  use  of  the  water,  which  ou^t  to 

potentate ;  but  then  he  is  carefully  kept  alive  have  no  more  connection  than  cloulds  and  rains, 

as  an  independent  and  sovereign  power,  for  and  sunshine,  with  the  politics  of  the  njab, 

the  nabob,  or  the 'company,  is  expressly  cott- 

*  Appendix.  IVo.  7.  trived  as  a  means  of  enforcing  demands  and 
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vreara  of  tribute.    This  horrid  and  unnatural  merciless  soucars,  the  allies  of  that  ri^t  bo- 

instnunent  of  extortion  had  been  a  distinguish-  nourable  gentleman,  and  the  chancellor  of  the 

ing  feature  in  the  enormities  of  the  Camatic  exchequer.    In  them  ends  the  account  of  this 

politics  that  loudly  called  for  reformation.    But  long  dispute  of  the  nabob  of  Aroot,  and  the 

the  food  of  a  whole  people  is  by  the  reformers  rajah  of  Tanjore. 

of  India  conditioned  o".  payments  Crom  its  The  right  honourable  gentleman  is  of  opi* 
prince,  at  a  moment  that  he  is  overpowered  nion,  that  his  judgment  in  this  case  can  be 
with  a  swarm  of  their  demands,  without  re-  censured  by  none,  but  those  who  seem  to  act 
gard  to  the  ability  of  either  prince  or  people,  as  if  they  were  paid  agents  to  one  of  the  par- 
In  fine,  by  opening  an  avenue  to  the  irruption  ties.  What  does  he  think  of  his  c>urt  of 
of  the  nabob  of  Arcot's  creditors  and  soucars,  directors  ?  If  they  are  paid  by  either  of  the 
whom  every  man  who  did  not  fall  in  love  with  parties,  by  which  of  them  does  he  think  they 
oppression  and  corruption  on  an  experience  of  are  paid?  He  knows  that  their  decision  has 
the  calamities  they  produced,  would  have  raised  been  directly  contrary  to  his.  Shall  I  believe 
wall  before  wall,  and  mound  before  mound,  to  that  it  does  not  enter  into  his 'heart  to  con- 
keep  from  a  possibility  of  entrance,  a  more  ceive,  that  any  perscn  can  steadily  and  actively 
destructive  enemy  than  Hyder  Ali  is  intro-  interest  himself  in  the  protection  of  the  injured 
duced  into  that  kingdom.  By  this  part  of  their  and  oppressed,  without  being  well  paid  &r 
arrangement  in  which  they  establish  a  debt  to  his  service?  I  have  taken  notice  of  this  sort 
the  nabob  of  Arcot,  in  effect  and  substance,  of  discourse  some  days  ago,  so  &r  as  it  may 
they  deliver  over  Tanjore,  bound  hand  and  foot,  be  supposed  to  relate  to  me.  I  then  contented 
to  Paul  Bunfield,  the  old  betrayer,  insulter,  myself,  as  I  shall  now  do,  with  giving  it  a 
oppressor,  and  scourge  of  a  country,  which  cold,  though  a  very  direct  contradiction.  Thus 
has  for  years  been  an  object  of  an  unremitted,  much  I  do  from  respect  to  truth.  If  I  did 
but  unhappily  an  unequal  struggle,  between  more,  it  mightbe  supposed,  by  my  anxiety  to 
the  bounties  of  Providence  to  renovate,  and  clear  myself,  that  I  had  imbibed  the  ideas, 
the  wickedness  of  mankind  to  detroy.  which,  for  obvious  reasons,  the  right  honour- 
The  right  honourable  gentleman'*'  talks  of  able  gentleman  wishes  to  have  received  oon- 
his  fairness  in  determining  the  territorial  dis-  ceming  all  attempts  to  plead  the  cause  of  the 
pate  betw  ocn  the  nabob  of  Arcot  and  tlio  natives  of  India,  as  if  it  were  a  disreputable 
prince  of  that  country^  when  he  superseded  employment.  If  he  had  not  forgot  in  his  pre- 
the  determination  of  the  directors,  in  whom  sent  occupation,  every  principle  which  ought 
the  law  had  vested  the  decision  of  that  con-  to  have  guided  him,  and  I  hope  did  guide  him, 
truversy.  He  is  in  this  just  as  feeble  as  he  is  io  his  late  profession,  he  would  have  known, 
in  every  other  part.  But  it  is  not  necessary  that  he  who  takes  a  fee  for  pleading  the  cause 
to  say  a  word  in  refutation  of  any  part  of  his  of  distress  against  power,  and  manfully  per- 
argument.  The  mode  of  the  proceeding  suffi-  forms  the  ^uty  he  has  assum^,  receives  an 
ciently  speaks  the  spirit  of  it.  It  is  enough  to  honourable  recompense  for  a  virtuous  service. 
fix  his  character  as  a  judge  that  he  never  figard  But  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  will 
the  directer*  in  d^enee  qfthar  adjudicalljt^  itor  have  no  regard  to  fact  in  his  insinuations,  or 
eiiher  of  the pcaiieM  in  tupport  of'lLur  rcy active  to  reason  in  his  opinions,  I  wish  him  at  least 
etainu.  It  is  sufficient  for  m<^,  that  he  takes  to  consider,  that  if  taking  an  earnest  part  with 
firom  the  rajah  of  Tanjore  by  thli  px tended  regard  to  the  oppressions  exercised  in  India, 
adjudication,  or  rather  from  his  unhcppy  sut>>  and  with  regard  to  this  most  oppressive  case 
jects,  £.40,000  a  year  of  his  and  their  revenue,  of  Tanjore  in  particular,  can  ground  a  pre-> 
and  leaves  upon  his  and  their  shoulders  all  the  sumption  of  interested  motives,  he  is  himself 
diarges  that  can  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  the  most  mercenary  man  I  know.  His  con- 
nabob,  on  the  part  of  his  creditors,  and  on  the  duct  indeed  is  such  that  he  is  on  all  occasions 
part  of  tlie  company,  without  so  much  as  the  btanding  testimony  against  himself.  He 
bearing  him  as  to  right  or  to  ability.  But  it  was  that  first  called  to  that  case  the  attention 
what  principally  induces  ine  to  leave  the  affair  of  the  house :  the  reports  of  his  own  commit* 
of  the  torritori*!  dispute  between  the  nabob  tee  are  ample  and  affecting  upon  that  subject  ;* 
and  the  rajah  to  another  day,  is  this,  that  both  and  us  many  of  us  as  have  escaped  his  mas^ 
tfie  parties  being  stripped  pf  their  all,  it  little  sacre,  must  remember  the  very  pathetic  picture 
aignifies  under  which  of  their  names  the  un-  he  made  of  the  sufferings  of  the  Tanjore 
li^>py  undone  people  are  ddivered  over  to  the 

*  See  Report  IV.  Committee  of  Secrecy,  p 

*  Ifr  DuDdaa.  78,  and  74  j  and  Appendix  in  sundry  places. 
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Montry,  on  ihe  day  when  he  moved  the  un-  abore  afl,  notto  be  food  of  straining  coartni&- 

widdy  code  of  his  Indian  resolutions.    Has  tions,  to  force  a  jurisdictioD,  and  to  draw  to 

he  not  stated  over  and  over  again  in  his  r^  oarsdves  the  management  of  a  trust  in   its 

portSt  the  ill  treatment  of  the  rajah  of  Tan-  nature  invidious  and  obnoxious  to  suspicioii, 

jorei   (a  branch  of  the   royal  house  of  the  where  the  plainest  letter  of  the  law  does  not 

Marattas,  every  injury  to  whom  the  Marattas  compel  it    If  these  few  plain  rules  are  ol^ 

alt  as  offered  to  themselves,)  as  a  main  cause  served,  no  corruption  ought  to  be  suspected ; 

of  the  alienation  of  that  people  from  the  Bri-  if  any  of  them  are  violated,  sospicioo  will 

tirii  power  ?    And  does  he  now  think,  that  to  attach  in  proportion.    If  all  of  them  are  vio- 

beCray  his  principles,  to  contrsdict  his  declara^  lated,  a  corrupt  motive  of  some  kind  or  other 

tions,  and  to  b«  come  himself  an  active  instru-  will  not  only  be  suspected,  but  must  be  vio- 

■MOt  in  thoso  Impressions  which  he  had  so  lently  presumed. 

tragically  lamented,  is  the  way  to  clear  him-         The  persons  in  vvhose  favour  afl  these  rales 

•»  of  having  been  actuated  by  a  pecuniary  have  been  violated,  and  the  conduct  of  minis- 

imerest,  at  the  time  when  he  chose  to  appear  ters  towards  them,  will  naturally  call  lor  your 

foil  of  tenderness  to  that  ruined  nation  ?  consideration,  and    will   serve   to   lead   you 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  is  fond  of  through  a  series  and  coo^ination  of  lacts  and 

parading  on  the  motives  of  others,  and  on  his  characters,  if  I  do  not  mistake,  into  the  very 

own.    As  to  himself,  he  despises  the  imputa-  inmost  recesses  of  this  mysterious  business, 

tiom  of  those  who  8up|K»e  that  any  thing  <x)r-  You  will  then  be  in  possession  «if  all  the  ma- 

rupt  could  influence  him  in  this  his  unexam-  teriaJif  on  which  the  principles  of  sound  juns- 

oled  liberality  of  the  public  treasure.    I  do  prudence  will  found,  or  will  reject  the  pre- 

not  know  that  I  am  obliged  to  speak  to  the  sumption    of  corrupt    motives ;    or    if  such 

laotives  of  ministry,  in  the  arrangements  ihey  motives  are  indicated,  will  point  out  to  you  of 

have  made  of  the  pretended  debts  of  Arcot  what  particular  nature  the  corruption  is. 
and  Tanjore.     If  I  prove  fraud  and  collusion         Our  wonderful  minister,  as  you  aH  know, 

with  regard  to  public  money  on  those  right  formed  a  new  plan,  a  plan  insigne  reeena  imdic 

honourable  gentlemen,  I  am   not  obliged  to  turn  ore  atiOf  a  plan  for  supporting  the  freedom 

a«ign  their  motives ;  because  no  good  motives  of  our  constitution  by  court  intrigues,  and  fixr 

can  be  pleaded  in  favour  of  their  conduct,  renwving  its  corruptions  by  Indian  ddioqueo- 

Upon  that  case  I  stand ;  we  are  at  issue ;  and  cy.    To  carry  that  bokl  paradoxical  design 

I  desire  to  go  to  trial.    This,  I  am  sure,  is  not  into  execution,  sufficient  fiuids  and  apt  instni- 

looae  railing,  or  mean  insinuation,  according  ments  became  necessary.    You  are  perfectly 

to  their  low  and  degenerate  fashion,  when  sensible  that  a  parliamcLtary  reform  occopies 

they  make  attacks  on  the  measures  of  their  his  thoughts  day  and  night,  as  an  easentiai 

adversaries.      It  is  a  regular   and  juridical  member  in  this  extracrdinary  prcgect.    In  hit 

coarse ;  and,  unless  I  choose  it,  noHhing  can  anxious  researches  upon  this  subject,  natural 

compel  me  to  go  further.  instinct,  as  well  as  sound  policy,  wooM  direct 

But  since  these  unhappy  gentlemen  have  his  eyes,  and  setde  his  choice  on  Faul  Ban- 
dared  to  hold  a  bfly  tone  about  their  motives,  fieUL  Paul  Benfield  is  die  grand  par1iame»> 
and  affect  to  ilespiso  suspicion,  instead  of  tary  reformer,  (he  reformer  to  whom  the  wihnU 
boiog  careful  iioi  to  give  cause  for  it,  I  shall  choir  of  rcforme'S  bow,  and  to  whom  even  tfw 
beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  some  general  ob-  right  honourable  gentleman  himaelf  most  yidd 
serrations  on  what,  I  conceive,  was  their  duty  the  palm:  For  what  region  in  the  tmpiet, 
in  ao  delicate  a  bi^^iness.  what  city,  what  borough,  what  county,  what 

If  I  were  worthy  to  su^st  any  Une  of  tribunal,  in  this  kingdom,  is  not  fidl  of  his 

prudence  to  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  I  labours  ?    Others  have  been  only  speodaton , 

would  tell  him,  that  the  way  to  avoid  siispi-  he  is  the  grand  practical  reformer ;  and  whflat 

cion  in  the  settlement  of  pecuniary  transao-  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequmr  pledges  in  vala 

tions,  in  which  great  frauds  have  been  very  the  man  and  the  minister,  to  increase  the  pro- 

■trongly  presumed,  is,  to  attend  to  these  few  vincial  members,  Mr.  Benfieki  has  aoapicioasljr 

phuo  principles: — First,  to  hear  all  parties  and  practically  begun  it.    Leaving  far  befaiiKl 

equally,  and  not  the  managers  for  the  suspected  him  even  Lord  Camelford's  generooa  design  of 

dafanants  only. — Not  to  proceed  in  the  dark ;  beirtowing  Old  Sarum  on  the  bank  of  En^ud, 

but  to  act  with  as  much  publicity  as  possible.  Mr.  Benfield  has  thrown  in  the  borough  of 

—Not  to  precipitate  decision — To  be  religious  Cricklade  to  reinforce  the.  county  rcpijaoBta 

in  following  the  rules  prescribed  in  the  com-  tioo.    Not  content  wi'ii  this,  in  order  tostuion 

roiaaioa  under  which  we  act.  And,  lastly,  and  a  steady  phalanx  for  all  fhture  referms,  thit 
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pMie  niritad  nmrar,  amid  hk  charitaUe  fiJirie  of  Che  bill,  oommaolj  odled  Mr.Pitt'i 
toilt  Ar  ttie  raUef  of  India,  did  not  foiget  tho  India  biU,  !■  initlv  oofy  ofooi^ecliira ;  thcwigb 
nor  rottm  eooadtiitiaD  of  hia  native  ooimtry.  bynonMuiadifioidltodiTiiie.    But  Ibe  public 
For  ber,  he  did  not  disdain  to  itoop  to  the  waa  an  indignant  witnen  of  the  oateutatkm  with 
Hade  of    a  wholesale   upholsterer  for  this  which  the  meaaure  waa  made  hia  own,  and  the 
booae,  to  fivnish  it,  not  with  the  iaded  tapea-  authority  with  which  he  brought  up  dauae 
try  6fures  of  antiquated  merit,  such  as  deco-  after  clause,  to  stuff  and  fatten  the  ranlcness  of 
rate,  and  may  reproach  some  other  houses,  but  that  oorrapt  act.    Aa  fast  as  the  clauses  were 
with  real,  solid,  living  patterns  of  true  modern  brought  up  to  the  table  they  were  accepted.    No 
rirtue.    Paul  Bentield  made  (reckoning him-  hesitation;  no  discussion.     They  were   re> 
•elf  ^  no  fewer  than  eight  members  in  the  last  ceiyed  by  the  new  minister,  not  with  approba- 
parliament.    What  copious  streams  of  pure  tion,  but  with  implicit  submission.    The  re- 
blood  must  he  not  have  transfused  into  the  formation  may  be  estimated  by  seeing  who  waa 
veins  of  the  present !  the  reformer.    Paul  Benfield's  associate  and 
But  what  is  even  nx>re  striking  than  the  agent  was  held  up  to  the  world  as  legislator  of 
real  services  of  this  new-imported  patriot,  is  Hindostan.    But  it  was  necessary  to  authenti- 
his  modesty.    As  soon  as  he  had  conferred  cate  the  coalition  between  the  men  of  intrigue 
this  benefit  on  the  constitution,  he  withdrew  in  India,  and  the  minister  of  intrigue  in  Eng- 
himsclf  from  our  applause.    He  conceived  land,  by  a  studied  display  of  the  power  of  thia 
that  the  duties  of  a  member  of  parliament  their  connecting  link.    Every  trust,  every  ho> 
(which  with  the  elect  faithful,  the  true  be-  nour,  every  distinction,  vras  to  be  heaped  upon 
lievers,  the  Idam  of  parliamentary  reform,  are  him.    He  was  at  once  made  a  director  of  the 
of  little  or  no  merit,  perhaps  not  much  better  India  company;  made  an  akierman  of  London; 
than  specious  sinsV  might  be  as  well  attended  and  to  be  made,  if  ministry  could  prevail,  (and 
to  in  India  as  in  England,  and  the  means  of  I  am  sorry  to  say  how  near,  how  very  near 
reformation  to  parliament  itself,  be  far  better  they  were  prevailing,)  representative  of  theca- 
provided.      Mr.  Bonfield   was  therefore   no  piial  of  this  kingdom.    But  to  secure  his  ser- 
aooiier  elected,  tlian  he  set  off  for  Madras,  and  vices  against  all  risk,  he  was  brought  in  for  a 
defrauded  the  longing   eyes    of  parliament,  ministerial  borough.    On  his  (MU't,  he  was  not 
We    have  never  enjoyed  in  this  house  the  wanting  in  zeal  tor  the  common  cause.    His 
luiury  of  beholding  that  minion  of  the  human  advertisements  shew  his  motives,  and  the  me* 
race,  and  contemplating  that  visage,  which  baa  rits  upon  which  he  stood.    For  your  minister, 
so  long  reflected  the  happiness  uf  nations.  this  worn-out  veteran  submitted  to  enter  into 
It  was  therefore  not  possible  for  the  minister  to  the  dusty  field  of  the  Londcm  contest ;  and  yon 
oonault  personally  with  this  great  man.    What  all  remember,  that  in  the  same  virtuotis  cause 
(beo  was  he  to  do  ?    Through  a  sagacity  that  he  submitted  to  keep  a  sort  of  public  office  or 
never  &iled  him  in  these  pursuits,  he  found  counting-houae,  where  the  whole  biuiuess  of 
out  in  Mr.  Benfield's  representative,  his  exact  the  last  general  election  was  managed.    It 
resemblance.    A  specific  attraction  by  which  was  openly  managed  by  the  direct  agent  and 
he  gravitates  towards  all  such  characters,  soon  attorney  of  Benfieki.    It  was  managed  upMi 
brou^t  our  mmister  into  a  close  connection  India  principles,  and  for  an  Indian  interest 
with  Mr.  Benfield's  agent  and  attorney;  that  This  was  the  golden  cup  of  abominations ;  thia 
la,  with  the  grand  contractor  (whom  I  name  to  the  chalice  of  the  fornications  of  rapine,  usury, 
honour)  Mr.  Richard  Atkinson ;  a  name  that  and  oppression,  which  was  hekl  out  by  the 
win  bo  well  remembered  as  long  as  tlie  records  gorgeous  eastern  hariot ;  which  so  many  of  the 
of  thia  house,  as  k)ng  as  the  records  cC  the  people,  so  many  of  the  noblea  of  this  land  had 
Britiah  treasury,  as  long  as  the  monumental  drained  to  the  very  dregs.    Do  you  think  that 
debt  of  England  shall  endure.  no  reckoning  was  to  follow  this  lewd  debauch  ? 
This  gentleman,  Sir,  acts  as  attorney  for  that  no  payment  was  to  be  demanded  for  this 
BAr.  Paid  Benfield.    Every  one  who  hears  riot  of  public  drunkenness  and  naitonal  jntiati- 
ue,  is  well  acquainted  with  the  sacred  friend-  tution?    Here!  you  have  it  here  before  you. 
■pi|i,  and  the  steady  mutual  attachment  that  The  principal  of  the  grand  electicMi  manager 
mhaiwca  between  him  and  the  present  minister,  must  be  indemnified ;  accordingly  the  claima 
Aa  many  members  as  chose  to  attend  in  the  of  Benfieki  and  tiis  crew  must  be  put  above  all 
fivt  session  of  this  parliament,  can  beat  tell  inquiry. 

their  own  feelings  at  the  acenea  which  were  For  several  years,  Benfieki  appeared  as  the 

Aan  acted.    How  much  that  honourable  gen-  chief  proprietor,  as  well  as  the  diief  agent,  di- 

tleaan  was  consulted  in  the  original  frame  and  rector,  and  controoler,  of  this  system  of  debt 
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The  worthy  chairman  of  the  company  has  ia  the  grand  coonterpoiie  againtt  all  odiooi 
■tated  the  claims  of  this  sin^e  gentleman  oo  coalitions  of  these  interests.  A  single  Ben- 
die  nabob  of  Arcot,  as  amounting  to  five  ban-  field  outweighs  them  all ;  a  criminal,  who  kmg 
dred  thousand  pound.*  Possibly  at  the  time  shKe  ought  to  haye  fiutened  the  region  kite* 
of  the  chairman's  state  they  might  have  been  with  his  offal,  is,  by  his  majesty's  ministers, 
as  high.  Eight  hundred  thousand  pound  had  enthroned  in  the  goremment  of  a  great  king- 
been  mentioned  some  time  before  ;f  and  ao-  dom,  and  enfeoffed  with  an  estate,  which  in 
cording  to  the  practice  of  shifting  the  names  the  comparison  effaces  the  splendour  of  all  the 
of  creditors  in  these  transactions,  and  reducing  nobility  of  Europe.  To  bring  a  little  more 
•r  raising  the  debt  itself  at  pleasure,  I  think  it  distinctly  into  riew  the  true  secret  of  this  dark 
not  iropomible,  that  at  one  period,  the  name  transaction,  I  beg  you  particulaHy  to  advert  to 
of  Benfield  might  have  stood  before  those  the  circumstances  which  I  am  going  to  place 
(rightful  figures.    But  my  best   information  before  you. 

goes  to  fix  his  Aut  no  higher  than  four  hun-         The  general  corps  of  creditors,  as  well  as 

dred  thousand  pounds.    By  the  scheme  of  the  Mr.  Benfield  himself,  not  looking  well  into  fii- 

present  ministry  for  adding  to  the  principal  turity,  nor  presaging  the  minister  of  this  day, 

twelve  per  cent,  from  the  year  1777  to  the  year  thought  it  not  expedient  for  their  commoD  in- 

1781 ,   four  hundred   thousand   poimds,  that  terest,  that  such  a  name  as  his  should  stand  at 

smallest  of  the  sums  ever  mentioned  for  Mr.  the  head  of  their  list.    It  was  therefore  agreed 

Benfield,  will  form  a  capital  of  £.692,000  at  among  them,  that  Mr.  Benfiekl  shouki  di»> 

six  per  oent.    Thus,  besides  the  arrears  of  appear  by  making  over  his  debt  to  Messrs. 

three  years,  amounting  to  £.106,500  (which,  Taylor,  Majendie,  and  Call,  and  should  in 

as  fast  as  received,  may  be  legally  lent  out  at  return  bo  secured  by  their  bond, 
twelve  per  cent.)  Benfield  has  received  by  the         The  debt  thus  exonerated  of  so    great  a 

ministerial  grant  before,  an  annuity  of  £.35,520  weight  of  its  odium,  and  otherwise  reduced 

a  year,  charged  on  the  public  revenues.  from  its  alarming  bulk,  the  agents  thought  they 

Our  mirror  of  •ministers  of  finance,  did  not  might  venture  to  prmt  a  list  of  the  creditors, 
think  thu  enough  for  the  services  of  such  a  Tlus  was  done  for  the  first  time  in  the  year 
friend  as  Benfield.  He  found  that  Lord  Ma-  1783,  during  the  duke  d* Portland's  administra- 
cartney,  in  order  to  frighten  the  court  of  direo-  tion.  In  this  list  the  name  of  Benfield  was 
tors  from  the  project  of  obliging  the  nabob  to  not  to  be  seen.  To  this  strong  negative  teati- 
give  soucar  security  for  his  debt,  assured  them,  mony  was  added  the  further  testimony  of  the 
that  if  they  should  take  that  step,  Benfield  X  nabob  of  Arcot.  That  prince*  (or  rather 
would  infallibly  be  the  soucar;  and  would  Mr.  Benfield  for  him^  writes  to  the  court  of 
thereby  become  the  entire  master  of  the  Car*  directors  a  letterf  full  of  complaints  and  aoco- 
natic.  What  Lord  Macartney  thought  suffi-  sations  against  Lord  Macartney,  convejred  in 
cient  to  deter  the  very  agents  and  partakers  such  terms  as  were  natural  for  one  of  Mr. 
with  Benfield  in  his  iniquities,  was  the  induce-  Benfiekl's  habits  and  education  to  em|^* 
ment  to  the  two  right  honourable  gentlemen  Among  the  rest  he  is  made  to  complain  of  ius 
to  order  this  very  soucar  security  to  be  given,  lordship's  endeavouring  to  prevent  an  inter* 
and  to  recall  Benfield  to  the  city  of  Madras,  course  of  politeness  and  sentiment  between 
from  the  sort  of  decent  exile,  into  which  he  him  and  Mr.  Benfield ;  and  to  aggravate  the 
had  been  relegated  by  Lord  Macartney.  You  affront,  he  expresdy  declares  Mr.  Benfield*! 
must  therefore  consider  Benfiekl,  as  soucar  visits  to  be  only  on  account  of  respect  and  of 
security  for  £.480,000  a  year,  which  at  twenty-  gratitude,  as  no  pecuniary  transactkn  sob- 
four  per  cent,  (supposing  him  contented  with  sisted  between  them. 

that  profit)  will,  with  the  interest  of  his  old        Such,  for  a  considerable  space  of  time,  was 

debt,  produce  an  annual  income  of  £.149,520  the  outward  form  of  the  loan  of  1777,  in  whieh 

a  year.  Mr.  Benfield  had  no  sort  of  concern.     At 

Here  is  a  specimen  of  the  new  and  pure  length  intelligence  arrived  at  Madras,  that 
aristocracy  created  by  the  rif^t  honounble 

gM[itleman,§  as  the  support  of  the  crown  and        v  Appendix,  No.  10. 
eoDstitution,  against  the  old,  corrupt,  refinctory,        t  Dated  18th  October.    For  further  Qloaln- 

■atural  interests  of  this   kingdom;  and  this  tion  of  the  style  In  which  these  letters  were  wrh* 

^^        ,  -««      »  j^jj^  ^^^  ^^  principles  on  which  they  proceed, 

see  letters  from  the  nabob  to  the  court  of  dlrsc 

*  Mr.  Smith's  protest.  tors,  dated  August  16th,  and  September  7th 

\  Madras  correspondence  on  this  subject.  1783,  delivered  by  Mr.  James  Mscpherson,  nl 

Appendix,  No.  6.  nister  to  the  nabob,  January  Mth,  1734.    Mf^ 

Eight  honourable  William  Fin.  pendiz,  No.  10. 
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this  debt,  which  had  always  been  renounced  tion  with  the  nabob  or  his  ministers;  that  is, 
by  the  court  of  directors,  was  rather  like  to  they  forbid  his  communication  with  the  veiy 
become  the  subject  of  something  more  like  a  person  on  atcount  of  his  dealings  with  whom 
criminal  inquiry,   ttian  of  any  patronage  or  they  permit  his  return  to  that  city.    To  over- 
sanction  from  parliament    Every  ship  brought  top  this  contradiction  there  is  not  a  word  ro- 
accounts,  one  stronger  than  the  other,  ofUie  straining  him  from  the  freest  intercourse  with 
prevalence  of  the  determined  enemies  of  the  the  nab^'s  second  son,  the  real  author  of  all 
Indian  system.    The  public  revenues  became  that  is  done  in  the  nabob's  name ;  who,  in 
an  object  desperate  to  the  hopes  of  Mr.  Ben-  conjunction  with  this  very  Benfield,  has  ao- 
field  ;  he  therefore  resolved  to  fall  upon  his  quired  an  absolute  dominion  over  that  unhap- 
associates,  and,  in  violation  of  that  faith  which  py  man,  is  able  to  persuade  him  to  put  his 
subsists  among  those  who  have  abandoned  all  signature  to  whatever  paper  they  please,  and 
other,  commences  a  suit  in  the  mayor's  court  often  without  any  communication  of  the  coo- 
against  Taylor,  Majendie,  and  Call,  for  the  tents.     This  management  was  detailed    to 
bond  given  to  him,  when  he  agreod  to  disap-  them  at  full  length  by  Lord  Macartney,  and 
pear  for  his  own  benefit  as  well  as  that  of  the  they  cannot  pretend  ignorance  of  it.'*' 
common  concern.    The  assignees  of  his  debt,  I  believe,  after  this  exposure  of  facts,  no 
who  litUe  expected  the  springing  of  this  mine,  man  can  entertain  a  donbt  of  the  collusion  d 
even  from  such  an  engineer  as  Mr.  Benfteld,  ministers  with  the  corrupt  interest  of  the  de- 
after    recovering  their   first   alarm,    thought  linquents  in  India.    Whenever  those  in  au 
it   best    to  take  ground    on  the   real  state  thority  provide  for  the  interest  of  any  person, 
of  the  transaction.    They  divulged  the  whole  on  the  real  but  concealed  state  of  his  affairs 
mystery,  and  were  prepared  to  plead  that  they  without  regard  to  his  avowed,  public,  and  os- 
had  never  received  from  Mr.  Benfield  any  tensible  pretences,  it  must  be  presumed  tha. 
other  consideration  for  the  bond,  than  a  trans-  they  are  in  confederacy  with  him,  because 
fer,  in  trust  for  himself,  of  his  demand  on  the  they  act  for  him  on  the  same  fraudtdent  prin- 
nabob  of  Arcot.    An  universal    indignation  ciples  on  which  he  acts  for  himself.     It   is 
arose  against  tlie  perfidy  of  Mr.  Benfield'i  plain,  that  the  ministers  were  fully  apprisea 
proceeding :  the  event  of  the  suit  was  looked  of  Benfield's  real  situation,  which    he   had 
Jpon  as  so  certain,  that  Benfield  was  com-  used  means  to  conceal,  whilst  concealment 
pelled  to  retreat  as  precipitately   as  he  had  answered  his  purposes.    They  were,  or  the 
advanced  boldly  ;  he  gave  up  his  bond,  and  person  on  whom  they  relied  was,  of  the  cabi- 
was  reinstated  in  his  original  demand,  to  wait  net  council  of  Benfield,  in  the  very  depth  of  all 
iie  fortune  of  otiier  claimants.    At  that  time,  his  mysteries.    An  hcmest  magistrate  compels 
and   at  Madras,  this  hope  was  dull  indeed ;  men  to  abide   by  one  story.    An  equitable 
but  at  home  another  scene  was  preparing.  judge  wouk!  not  hear  of  the  claim    of   a 
It  was  long  before  any  public  account  of  man  who  had  himself  thought  proper  to  re- 
thb  discovery  at  Madras  had  arrived  in  Eng-  nounce  it.    With  such  a  judge  his  shuffling 
land,  that  the  present  minister  and  his  board  and  prevarication  would  have  damned    his 
of  controul,  thought   fit  to  determine  on  the  claims;  such  a  judge  never  would  have  known, 
debt  of  1777.     The  recorded  proceedings  at  but  in  order  to  animadvert  upon  proceedings 
this  time  knew  nothing  of  any  debt  to  Benfield.  of  that  character. 

There  was  his  own  testimony  ;  there  was  the  I  have  thus  laid  before  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
iBstimony  of  the  list ;  there  was  the  testimony  I  think  with  sufficient  clearness,  the  connection 
of  the  nabob  of  Arcot  against  it.  Tet  such  of  the  ministers  with  Mr.  Atkinson  at  the 
was  the  ministers'  feeling  of  the  true  secret  general  election ;  I  have  laid  open  to  you  the 
of  this  transaction,  that  they  thought  proper,  connection  of  Atkinson  with  Benfield ;  I  have 
in  the  teeth  of  all  these  testimonies,  to  give  shewn  Benfield's  employment  of  his  wealth, 
him  licence  to  return  to  Madras.  Here  the  in  creating  a  parliamentary  interest,  to  pro- 
ministers  were  under  some  embarrassment,  cure  a  ministerial  protection  ;  I  have  set  b^ 
Confounded  between  their  resdution  of  re«  fore  your  eyes  his  large  concern  in  the  debt, 
warding  the  good  services  of  Benfield's  friends  his  practices  to  hide  that  concern  from  the 
and  associates  in  England,  and  the  shame  of  public  eye,  and  the  liberal  protection  which 
tending  that  notorious  incendiary  to  the  court  he  has  received  fixnn  the  minister.  If  this 
of  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  to  renew  his  intrigues  chain  of  circumstances  does  not  lead  you  ne« 
against  the  British  government,  at  the  time  cesssarily  to  concltide  that  the  mbister  sas 
they  authorize  his  return,  they  forbid  him  ud- 
icr  the  severest  penalties,  from  any  oonveraa-  *  Appendix,  No.  6. 
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paid  to  the  amrice  of  Beofidd  the  senricea  under  that  diacipIiDe  alone  that  aTarice  is  aU« 
done  by  Benfield's  connections  to  hia  ambition,  to  spread  to  any  considerable  extent,  or  to  m^ 
I  do  not  know  any  thing  short  of  the  confession  der  itself  a  general  public  mischief.  It  is  thero- 
of  the  party  that  can  persuade  you  of  his  guilt  fore  no  apology  (or  ministers,  that  they  hav^ 
Clandestine  and  collusii^  practice  can  only  be  not  been  bought  by  the  East  India  ddinquents, 
traced  by  combination  and  comparison  of  cir-  bat  thatthey  have  only  formed  an  alliance  with 
cumstances.    To  reject  such  combination  and     them  furf^Toening  each  other  (rom  justice,  ao» 

comparison  is  to  rtject  the  only  means  of  do-  oordmgtothe  exigent  nfibeir  several  necessi- 

tecting  fraud ;  it  is  indeed  to  give  it  a  patent  ties.    That  they  have  dv»ne  so  is  evident ;  and 

and  free  licence  to  cheat  with  impunity.  the  junction  of  the  power  of  office  in  En^and, 

I  confine  myself  to  the  connection  of  minis-  with  the  abuse  of  authority  in  the  east,  has  not 

ters,  mediately  or  immediately,  with  only  two  only  prevented  even  the  appearance  of  redress 

persons  concerned  in  this  debt.    How  many  to  the  grievances  of  India,  but  I  wish  it  may 

others,  who  support  their  power  and  greatness  not  be  found  to  have  dulled,  if  not  extinguishedi 

within  and  without  doors,  are  concerned  ori-  the  honour,  the  candour,  the  generosity,  the 

ginally,  or  by  transfers  of  these  debts,  must  be  good  nature,  which  used  formerly  to  charac- 

Icfl  to  general  opinion.    I  refer  to  the  reports  terize  the  people  of  England.    I  confess,  I 

of  the  select  committee  for  the  proceedings  of  vtrish  that  some  more  feeling  than  I  have  yet 

some  of  the  agents  in  these  affairs,  and  their  observed  for  the  sufferings  of  our  foUow-crea* 

attempts,  at  least,  to  furnish  roinistere  with  tores  and  fellow-subjects  in  that   oppressed 

the  means  of  huying  general  courts,  and  even  part  of  the  world,  had  manifested  itself  in  any 

whole  parliaments,  in  the  gross.'*'  one  quarter  of  the  kingdom,  or  in  any  one 

I  know  that  the  ministers  will  think  it  little  large  description  of  men. 
less  than  acquittal,  that  they  are  aot  charged  That  these  oppressions  exist,  is  a  foct  no 
with  having  taken  to  themselves  some  part  of  more  denied,  than  it  is  resented  as  it  ought  to 
the  money  of  whidi  they  have  made  so  liberal  be.  Much  evil  has  been  done  in  India  under 
a  donation  to  their  partisans,  though  the  the  Britiah  authority.  What  has  been  done 
charge  may  be  indisputably  fixed  upon  the  cor^  to  redress  it  ?  ^e  are  no  Icmger  surprised  at 
mption  of  their  politics.  For  my  part,  I  follow  any  thing.  We  are  above  the  unlearned  and 
their  crimes  to  that  point  to  which  legal  pre-  vulgar  passion  of  admiration.  But  it  wiD 
sumptions  and  natural  indications  lead  me,  astonish  posterity,  when  they  read  our  <^i- 
without  considering  what  species  of  evil  motive  nions  in  our  actions,  that  after  years  of  in- 
tends most  to  aggravate  or  to  extenuate  the  quiry  we  have  found  out  that  the  sole  grievance 
guilt  of  their  conduct.  But  if  I  am  to  speak  (rf*  India  consisted  in  this,  that  the  servants  of 
my  private  sentiments,  I  think  that  in  a  thou-  the  company  there  had  not  profited  enough  of 
sand  cases  for  one  it  would  be  for  less  mis-  their  opportunities,  nor  drained  it  sufficient^ 
chievous  to  the  public,  and  full  as  little  dis-  of  its  treasures ;  when  they  shall  hear  that  the 
honourable  to  themselves  to  be  polluted  with  very  first  and  only  important  act  of  a  corn- 
direct  bribery,  than  thus  to  become  a  standing  mission  specially  named  by  act  of  parliament, 
auxiliary  to  the  oppression,  usury,  and  pecu-  is  to  charge  upon  an  undone  country,  in  favour 
lation  dC  multitudes,  in  wder  to  obtain  a  of  a  handful  of  men  in  the  humblest  ranks  of 
corrupt  support  to  their  power.  It  is  by  bri-  the  (Hiblic  service,  the  enormous  sum  of  per» 
bing,  not  so  oflenby  being  bribed,  that  widied  haps  four  millions  of  sterling  money, 
politicians  lM>ing  ruin  on  mankind.  Avarice  is  It  is  difficult  for  the  roost  wise  and  i^nigfat 
a  rival  to  the  pursuits  of  many.  It  finds  government  to  correct  the  abuses  of  remote 
a  multitude  of  diecks,  and  many  opposers,  in  delegated  power,  productive  of  unmeasured 
every  walk  of  life.  But  the  objects  of  ambition  wealth,  and  protected  by  the  boldness  and 
are  for  the  few ;  and  every  person  who  aims  strength  of  tho  ssune  il^got  riches.  These 
at  indirect  (H:>fit,  and  therefore  wants  other  abuses,  full  of  their  own  wild  native  vigour, 
protection  than  innocence  and  law,  instead  of  will  grow  and  flourish  under  mere  ne^ect. 
its  rival  becomes  its  instrument.  There  is  a  But  where  the  supreme  authority,  not  content 
natural  allegiance  and  fealty  due  to  this  domi-  with  winkmg  at  the  rapacity  of  its  inferiour 
neering  paramount  evil,  from  all  the  vassal  instruments,  is  so  shameless  and  corrupt  as 
vices,  which  acknowledge  its  superiority,  and  q>enly  to  give  bounties  and  premiums  for  dis- 
readily  militate  under  its  banners ;  and  it  is  obedience  to  its  laws ;  when  it  will  not  trust  to 

the  activity  of  avarice  in  the  pursuit  of  its  own 

♦  Second  Report  of  Select  (Ojneral  Smith's)  9^  I  ^^«n  ^^  ^^^^  P"*»^  robbery  by  aO 

Commiuee  the  carefol  jealousy  and  attention  with  which 
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it  ou^t  to  protect  property  from  nicfa  rlolencei  otheri  led  to  hia  own  power,  it  was  wise  to 

the  oamnoaweftlth  then  is  become  totally  pM<-  enquire ;  it  was  safe  to  publish :  there  wis 

rerted  from  its  purposes;  neither  God  nor  man  th^  no  delicacy;  there  was  \hea  no  danger. 

wiB  long  endure  it ;  nor  will  it  long  endure  But  when  his  object  is  obtained,  and  in  his 

itselC    In  that  case,  there  is  an  unnatural  in-  tmitatioo  he  has  outdone  the  crimes  that  ha 

fection,  a  pestilential  taint  fermenting  in  the  had  reprobated  in  vohimes  of  reports,  and  in 

ooostitution  of  society,  which  f«0er  and  con-  sheets  of  bills  of  pains  and  penalties ;  thee 

fubioos  of  some  kind  or  other  must  throw  off;  concealment  becomes  prudence ;  and  it  coo* 

or  in  which  the  vital  powers,  worsted  in  an  cems  the  safety  of  the  state,  that  we  should 

unequal  struggle,  are  pushed  back  upon  them-  not  know,  in  a  mode  of  parliamentary  cogni- 

selves,  and  by  a  reversal  of  their  whole  funo-  zance,  what  all  the  world  knows  but  too  well, 

tions,  fester  to  gangrene,  to  death ;  and  instead  that  is,  in  what  manner  he  chooses  to  dispose 

of  what  was  but  just  now  the  delight  and  boast  of  the  public  revenues  to  the  creaturrs  of  his 

of  the  creation,  there  will  be  cast  out  in  the  politics. 

face  of  the  sun,  a  bloated,  putrid,  noisome,  The  debate  has  been  lo^g,  and  as  much  so 

carcass,  full  of  stench  and  poison,  an  offence,  on  my  part,  at  least,  as  on  the  part  of  those 

a  horrour,  a  lesson  to  the  world.                      •  who  have  spoken  before  me.    But  long  as  it 

In  my  opinion,  we  ought  not  to  wait  ibr  the  is,  the  more  material  half  of  the  subject  has 

fruitless  instruction  of  calamity  to  enquire  into  hardly  been  touched  on;  that  is,  the  corrupt 

the  abuseii  which  bring  upon  us  ruin  in  the  and  destructive  system  to  which  this  debt  has 

worst  of  its  (brras,  in  the  loss  of  our  fame  and  been  rendered  subservient,  and  which  seems 

virtue.    But  the  right  honourable  gentleman*  to  be  pursued  with  at  least  as  much  vigour  and 

says,  in  answer  to  all  the  powerful  arginnents  regularity  as  ever.    If  I  considered  your  ease 

of  my  honourable  friend — *'  that  this  inquiiy  is  or  my  own,  rather  than  the  weight  and  impor- 

of  a  delicate  nature,  and  that  the  state  will  tance  of  this  question,  I  ought  to  make  some 

sufier  detriment  by  the  exposure  of  this  trans-  ^x)bgy  to  you,  perhaps  some  apology  to  my- 

actitm."    But  it  is  exposed ;   it  is  perfectly  self,  for  having  detained  your  attention  so  long. 

known  in  every  member,  in  every  particle,  and  I  know  on  what  ground  I  tread.    This  subject, 

in  every  way,  except  that  which  may  lead  to  a  at  one  time  taken  up  with  so  much  fervour  and 

remedy.  .  He  knows  that  the  papers  of  corres-  zeal,  is  no  kmger  a  favourite  in  this  house. 

pondenco  are  printed,  and  that  they  are  in  The  house  itself  has  undergone  a  great  and 

every  hand.                                                   *  signal  revolution.     To  some  the  subject  is 

He  and  delicacy  are  a  rare  and  singular  co-  strange  and  uncouth  ;  to  several  harsh  and 

•lition.    He  thinks  that  to  divulge  our  Indian  distasteful ;  to  the  reliques  of  the  last  parlia- 

politics,  may  be  highly  dangerous.    He !  the  ment  it  is  a  matter  of  fear  and  apprehension. 

mover !  the  chairman !  the  reporter  of  the  It  is  natural  for  those  who  have  seen  their 

committee  of  secrecy !  he  that  brought  forth  friends  sink  in  the  torAado  which  raged  during 

in  the  uunost  detail,  in  several  vast,  printed  the  late  shift  of  the  monsoon,  and  have  hardly 

folios,  the  most  recondite  parts  of  the  politics,  escaped  on  the  planks  of  the  general  wreck, 

the  military,  the  revenues  of  the  British  em-  it  b  but  too  natural  for  them,  as  soon  as  they 

pire  in  India !   With  six  great  chopping  has-  make  the  rocks  and  quicksands  of  their  former 

tards,!  each  as  lusty  as  an  infant  Hercules,  disasters,  to  put  about  their  new-built  barks, 

this  delicate  creature  blushes  at  the  sight  of  and,  as  much  as  possible,  to  keep  aloof  from 

his  new  bridegroom,  assumes  a  virgin  deli-  this  perilous  lee  shore. 

cacy ;  or,  to  use  a  more  fit,  as  well  as  a  more  But  let  us  do  what  we  please  to  put  India 

poetic  comparison,  the  person  so  squeamish,  «rnra  our  thoughts,  we  can  do  nothing  to  sepa- 

so  timid,  so  trembling  lest  the  winds  of  heaven  rate  it  from  our  public  interest  and  our  national 

should  visit  too  roughly,  is  expanded  to  broad  reputation.    Our  attempts  to  banish  this  ini- 

■unshine,  exposed  like  the  sow  of  imperial  portun&*4  -luty,  will  only  make  it  return  upon 

augury,  lying  in  the  mud  with  all  the  prodigies  us  again  and  again,  and  every  time  in  a  shapo 

<^  her  fertility  about  her,  as  evidence  of  her  more  unpleasant  than  the  former.    A  govern- 

delicale  amours — TMginta  ee^>itumfatus  enixa  ment  has  been  fabricated  for  that  great  pro- 

j'aeebat,  aiba  iolo  reeubaru  <Mi  drcum  ubera  vince ;  the  right  honourable  gentleman  says, 

nan.  that  therefore  you  ought  not  to  examine  into 

WhUst  discovery  of  the  misgovemment  of  its  conduct.    Heavens !  what  an  argument  is 

this !    We  are  not  to  examine  into  the  conduct 

*  Mr.  Dundas.  ^  ^®  direction,  because  it  is  an  old  govern- 

\  Six  Reports  of  the  Committee  c'  Secrecy.  ment:  we  are  not  to  examine  into  this  buanJ 
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of  controul  because  it  is  a  new  one.    Then  acta?    But  if  the  scene  ot  the  other  aide  of 

we  are  only  to  examine  into  tlie  conduct  of  the  globe,  which  tempts,  imrites,  almost  ecn^ 

those  who  have  no  conduct  to  account  for.  pels  to  tyranny  and  rapine,  be  not  inspected 

Unfortunately  the  basis  of  this  new  government  with  the  eye  of  a  severe  and  tmremitting  vigi- 

has  been  laid  on  old  condemned  delinquents,  lance,  shame  and  destruction  must  oosoe.  For 

and  its  superstructure  is  raised  out  of  prose-  oim,  the  worst  event  of  this  day,  though  it  may 

eutors  turned  into  protectors.    The  event  has  deject,  shalfr  not  break  or  subidoe  me.    The 

been  such  as  might  be  expected.    But  if  it  had  call  upon  us  is  authoritative.    Let  who  wil 

been  otherwise  constituted ;  had  it  been  con-  shrink  back,  I  shall  be  found  at  my  postt. 

stituted  even  as  I  wished,  and  as  the  mover  of  Baffled,  discounienanced,  subdued, discredited, 

this  question  had  planned,  the  better  part  of  as  the  cause  of  justice  and  humanity  is,  it  will 

the  proposed  establishment  ,was  in  the  publi-  be  only  the  dearer  to  me.    Whoever  therefisre 

city  of  its  proceedings;  in  its  perpetual  re-  shall  at  any  time  bring  before  you  any  thing 

sponsibility  to  parliament.  WithoiA  this  check,  towards  the  relief  of  our  distressed  fellow- 

what  is  our  govenrfhent  at  home,  even  awed,  citizens  in  India,  and  towards  a  sd>version  of 

as  every  European  government  is,  by  an  au-  the  present  most  corrupt  and  oppressive  system 

dience  formed  of  the  other  states  of  Europe,  for  its  government,  in  me  shall  find,  a  weak,  1 

by  the  applause  or  condemnation  of  the  dis-  am  afraid,  but  a  steady,  earnest,  and  &ithial 

eeming  and  critical  company  before  which  it  assistant. 
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No.  1.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aibresaKi, 

CLAUSES  OF  MR.  PITT*S  BILL.  ****^  *«  »»<*  commissioners,  or  any  tw«  of 

_   .       ,      ^           o..  them,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  impowered  la 

Referred  to  from  p.  383.  examine  into  any  corrupt  and  fraudulent  prao- 

Appointing  Comnusnonert  to  enquire  into  the  tices,  or  other  misconduct,  committed  by  any 

fees,  gratnitieti  perquititeSy  emobimenUf  wfueh  person  or  persons  concerned  in  the  manag»> 

aref  or  have  been  latdy,  received  in  the  iteveral  ifaent  of  any  of  the  offices  or  departments  here- 

puUicq^ces  therein  mentioTud ;  to  examine  into  inbefore  mentioned :  and,  for  the  better  ezecu- 

ony  abuses  which  may  exist  in  the  samey  ^.  tion  of  this  present  act,  the  said  commissioaers, 

or  any  two  qfthemj  are  hereby  authorixed  iomeet 

Akd  be  it  further  enwAed,  that  it  shall  and  and  ^Jrom  time  to  time,  in  such  place  orpUues 

may  bo  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  commission-  as  they  shall  Jind  most  convenient^  with  or  toUk^ 

era,  or  any  two  of  them,  and  they  are  hereby  out  adjournment,  and  to  send  their  precept  er 

impowered,  authorized,  and  required,  to  era-  yrecepts,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  for  a^ 

mine  upon  oath  (which  oath  they,  or  any  two  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  and  for  suck  6eofo, 

of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  to  administer)  papers,  writings,  or  records,  as  they  shall  judge 

the  several  persons,  of  ofl  descriptions,  belong-  necessary  for  their  information,  retating  to  »ty 

ing  to  any  of  the  officers  or  departments  before  q/*  ^^  offvces  or  departments  hereinbefoit  meti^ 

mentioned,  and  all  other  persons  whom  the  said  tioned ;  and  all  bdlifs,  ooratables,  shaj^,  and 

commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  think  other  his  majesty's  qfficers,  are  hereby  reqjrwd  to 

fit  to  examirio,  touching  the  business  of  each  obey  and  exvcuU  such  orders  and  precepts  a/br». 

office  or  department,  and  the  fees,  gratuities,  taid,  as  shaU  be  sent  to  them  aromf  of  them  iy 

perquisUes,  and  emoluments  taken  therein.  Bad  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  two  i^  thm, 

touching  all  other  matters  and  things  neces-  touching  the  premises, 
sary  for  tlie  execution  of  the  powers  vested  in 
the  said  commissioners  by  this  act ;  all  which 

persons  are  hereby  required  and  directed  punc-  APPENDIX,  No.  2. 

tually  to  attend  the  said  commissioners,  at  such  Referred  Xo  from  p.  385. 

time  and  place  as  they,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  , 

sppoint,  and  also  to  observe  and  execuU  such  ''^"**"  ***'  ^^^^''  •  ^=»"- 

oroferstmddtrecfumsasthesaidconunissioners,  Mr.  George  Smith  being  adced,  Who* 

or  any  two  of  them,  shall  make  or  give  for  the  ther  the  debts  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot  hav«  oh 

purposes  before  mentioned.  creased  since  he  knew  Madras  1  he  yaidi  Yfla 
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ibij  h»xe.    He  disthiguuLiet  hii  debts  into  tbit  debt  was  gifenforthe  pwposes  mentioned 

tivo  scf  tft :  those  contrtded  beibre  the  year  in  the  above  question,  but  he  does  not  know 

1766,  and  those  oomracted  from  that  year  <d  that  it  was  so. — Being  adied,  Whether  it  was 

the  ycAf  in  whidi  ho  left  Madras. — Being  the  general  opinion  of  the  seaiement?  ho  said, 

Mked,  What  he  thinks  is  the  original  amount  Ho  cannot  say  that  it  was  the  general  o)>iniGn, 

«f  tbo  old  debts?  he  said,  Between  twenty-  bat  it  was  the  opinion  of  a  considerable  part  of 

three  nod  twenty-four  lacs  of  pagodas,  as  well  the  settlement    Being  asked,  Whether  it  wv 

«•  be  can  recollect. — Being  asked,  What  was  the  declared  opinion  c^  those  that  were  con- 

the  voount  of  that  d^t  when  he  left  Madras  ?  cemed  in  the  debt,  or  those  that  were  not  7  he 

beviid,  Between  four  and  five  lacs  of  pago-  said,  It  was  the  opinion  of  both  parties,  ai 

das,  as  he  understood. — Being  asked,  What  least  such  of  them  as  he  conversed  with.— 

waf  the  amount  of  the  new  debt  when  he  left  Being  asked,  Whether  he  has  reason  to  bt* 

Madras  7  he  said.  In  November,  1777,  that  lieve  that  the  interest  really  paid  by  the  nabob, 

debt  amounted,  according  to  the  nabob*s  own  upon  obligations  given,  or  money  lent,  did  not 

aeeount,  and  published  at  Chipauk,  his  place  frequently  exceed  twelve  per  cent.? — he  said, 

of  residence,  to  sixty  lacs  of  pagodas,  inde-  Prior  to  the  first  of  August,  1774,  he  had  had 

pendent  of  the  okl  debt,  on  which  debt  of  sixty  reason  to  believe,  that  a  higher  interest  thaii 

kbcs  of  pagodas,  the  nabob  did  agree  to  pay  twelve  per  cent,  was  paid  by  the  nabob,  on 

an  interest  of  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum. —  monies  lent  to  him ;  but  from  and  aAer  that 

Being  a.«ked,  Whether  this  debt  was  approved  period,  when  tlie  last  act  of  parliament  took 

of  by   tJie  court  of  directors  ?  he  said,   He  place  in  India,  he  does  not  know  that  more 

does  not  know  it  was.— Being  asked,  Whether  than  twelve  per  cent,  had  been  paid  bj  die 

the  old  debt  was  recognized  by  the  court  of  nabob,  or  received  from  him.*— Being  sisked, 

darectcrs  ?  he  said.  Yes,  it  has  been ;  and  the  Whether  it  is  not  his  opinion,  that^the  nabob 

ooiirt  af  directors  have  sent  out  repeated  orders  ^as  paid  more  than  twelve  per  cent,  for  money 

tothe  president  and  council  of  Madras,  to  en-  due  since  the  first  of  Augiut,  1774?  he  said, 

tofce  its  recovery  and  payment.—- Boingasked,  He  has  heard  that  he  has,  but  he  does  not 

If  tb««  interest  upon  tlie  new  debt  is  punctually  know  it. — Being  asked,  Whether  he  has  been 

paid?  he  said,  It  was  not  during  his  residence  at  told  so  by  any  considerable  and  weighty  au- 

HaJms,  from  1777  to  1779,  in  which  period  he  thority,  that  was  like  to  know  ?  he  said.  He 

'hiaks  no  more  than  five  per  cent,  interest  was  has  been  so  informed  by  persons  who  he  be- 

paid,  in  different  dividends  of  two  and  one  per  lieves  had  a  very  good  opportunity  of  knowing 

iing  asked,  What  is  the  usual  course  it— Being  asked.  Whether  he  was  ever  told 

by  the  nabob,  concerning  the  arrears  of  so  by  the  nabob  of  Aroot  himself?  he  said, 

It?  ho  said,  Not  having  ever  lent  him  He  does  not  recollect  that  the  nabob  of  Arcot 

himself,  he  cannot  fully  answer  as  totho  directly  told  him  so,  but  from  what  he  said,  he 

of  settling  the  interest  with  him.  did  infer  that  he  paid  a  higher  interest  than 

Being  asked.  Whether  ho  has  reason  to  bo-  twelve  per  cent. 

ieve  the  sixty  lacs  of  pagodas  was  all  princi-  Mr.  Smith  being  asked,  Whether,  in  die 

pal  money  really  and  truly  advanced  to  the  course  of  trade,  heevcrsoU  any  thing  to  the 

aakob  of  Arcot,  or  a  fictitious  capital,  made  nabob  of  Arcot?  ho  said.  In  the  year  1775 

4p  of  obligations  given  by  him,  where  no  mo-  he  did  sell  to  the  nabob  of  ArcM  pearls  to  the 

Mj  or  goods  were  received,  or  which  was  in-  amount  of  32,500  pagodas,  for  which  tiie  nabob 

"Mased  by  the  uniting  into  it  a  greater  interest  gave  him  an  order  or  tankah  on  the  country 

the  twelve  per  cent,  expressed  to  be  due  of  Tanjore,  payable  in  six  months,  without 

the  capital,  he  said,  He  has  no  reason  to  interest — Being  asked,  ArVhether,  at  the  time 

that  the  sum  of  sixty  lacs  of  pagodas  he  asked  the  nabob  bis  price  for  the  pearls,  the 

lent  in  money  or  goods  to  the  nabob,  be-  nabob  beat  down  that  price,  as  dcaierB  com 

that  sum  he  thinks  is  of  more  value  than  monly  do?  he  said,  No;  so  far  from  it,  he 

\tt  the  money,  goods,  and  chattels  in  the  set-  offered  him  more  than  he  asked  by  1,000  pa- 

llomMit ;  but  he  does  not  know  in  what  mode  godas,  and  which  he  rejected.    Being  asked, 

or  manner  this  debt  of  the  nabob's  was  incurred  Whether  in  settling  a  transaction  of  discount 

tr  accumulated.     Being  asked.  Whether  it  with  the  nabob's  agent,  he  was  not  offered  a 

WM  not  a  general  and  well-grouided  opinion  greater  discount  than  twelve  per  cent,  he  said| 

at  Madras,  that  a  great  part  of  this  sum  was  In  discounting  a  soucar's  bill  for  180,000  pa- 

'iocunulated  by  obligations,  and  was  for  ser-  godas,  the  nabob*s  agent  did  offer  him  a  div- 

fieea  performed  or  to  be  performed  for  the  count  of  twenty-four  per  cent,  per  aiinmn. 

nabob?  he  said.  He  has  heard  that  a  part  of  saying,  that  it  was  the  usual  rate  of  discovnt 
Vol.  I.— 87                                      TJ 
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paid  by  the  nabob;  but  which  he  would  not  guidance,  we  still  think  it  neceieary  lu  oolkc 

accept  of,  thinking  himself  conficed  by  the  act  and  digett,  in  a  suaHaary  report,  those  tno» 

of  parliament  Ihuiiing  the  interest  of  moniei  to  actions  in  the  management  of  the  assigned 

nivelTe  per  conu  aiid  accordingly  he  discounted  rerenue,  which  have  principally  en^ged  our 

Jhe  bill  at  twelre  per  cent,  per  annum  only.—  attention,  and  which,  upon  the  proceeding,  are* 

Being  asked,  Whether  he  does  not  think  those  too  much  intermixed  with  ordinary  occurrences 

iiffers  were  made  him,  because  the   nabob  to  be  readily  traced  and  understood, 
thought  he  was  a  person  of  some  couequenoe        Sucha  report  may  be  fiirmedwithtbe  greaiei 

in  the  setdement?  he  said,  Being  only  a  pri-  propriety  at  this  time,  when  your  lordship,  &c 

Tate  merchant,  he  apprehends  that  the  offer  have  been  pleased  to  conclude  your  arrango* 

was  made  to  him  more  from  its  being  a  gene-  ments  for  the  rent  of  several  of  the  nabobs 

ral  practice,  than  from  any  opinion  of  his  im-  districts.    Our  aim  in  it  is  briefly  to  explain 

port^Qce.  tbe  state  of  the  Camatic  at  the  period  of  the 

__  nabob's   assignment;   the  particular  causes 

which  existed,  to  the  prejudice  of  that  assign- 

APPENDIX,  No.  S.  ment,  afier  it  was  made;  and  the  measures 

Referred  to  from  p.  390.  which  your  lordship,  &c.  have,  upon  our  re- 

A  bill  for  the  better  government  of  the  tern-  commendaiioQ^adopted   for   removing  thoN 

torial  possessions  and  dependencies  in  India.  "=^1  and  introducmg  a  more  regular  and  b^ 

*^  '^  nencial  system  of  management  m  the  country. 

[One  of  Mr.  Fbx's  India  iriUs.]  Hyder   Ali  havmg  entered    the    Carnatfe 

AivD  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  with  his  whole  force,  about  the  middle  of  July, 

aforesaid,  that  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  the  rajah  1780,  and  employed  fire  and  sword  in  its  d^ 

if  Tanjore,  or  any  other  native    protected  struction  for  near  eighteen  months  before  the 

M-ince  in  India,  shdl  not  assign,  mortgage,  or  nabob's  assignment  took  |^ace,  it  will  not  be 

iledgo  any  territory  or  land  whatsoever,  or  the  difficult  to  conceive  the  state  of  tbo  country  at 

)roauce  or  revenue  thereof,  to*  any  British  that  period.    In  those  provinces  which  were 

subject  whatsoever ;  neither  shall  it  be  lawful  fully  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  horse,  scarce 

.0  and  for  any  British  subject  whatsoever  to  a  vestige  remained  either  of  population  or 

Jake  or  receive  any  such  assignment,  mortgage,  agriculture :  sucli  of  the  miserable  inhabitanii 

•r  pledge ;  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  as  escaped  the  fury  of  the  sword  were  either 

to  be  null  and  void ;  and  all  payments  or  deli-  carried  into  the  Mysore  country,   or  left  to 

veries  of  produce  or  revenue,  under  any  such  struggle  under  the  horrours  of  famine.    The 

assignment,  shall  and  may  be  recovered  back  Arcot  and  Trichinopoly  districts  began  eariy 

by  such  native  prince  paying  or  delivering  the  to  feel  the  effects  of  this  desc^ating  war.   Tin* 

tame,  from  the  person  or  persons  receiving  the  nevelly,  Madura,  and  Ramnadaporum,  thoii|^ 

tame,  or  his  or  their  representatives.  little  infested  with  Hyder's  troops,  becane  a 

prey  to  the  incursions  of  the  Potygars,  wfao*^ 

stript  them  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  reve- 

APPENDIX,  No.  4  raies;  Ongole,  Nellore,  and  Pidnaud,  the  odjr 

^  ^       ,       .  ^^^       ,  ^^^  remaining  districts,  had  suffered  but  in  a  smaUl 

Referred, to  from  p.  S99  and  403.  degree. 

(coPT.)  The  misfortunes  of  war,  howevsr,  were  noC 

21th  Me^j  17^.  the  only  evils  which  the  Camatic  exprnienoedL 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  assigned  Revjo-  The  nabob?s  aumildars,  and  other  servants,  ap- 

nue,  to  the  President  and  Select  Committee,  P«ar  to  have  taken  advantage  of  the  generW 

dated  27lh  May,  1782 ;  with  comparative  confusion  to  enrich  themselves.    A  very  smalt 

statement,  and  minute  thereon.  pan  of  the  revenue  was  accounted  for ;  and  so 

To  the  Right  Honourable  L^dMacartnej,,  KM.  ^^)  T^  J^\^'^!l^'^ ''''^T^J^^^'Z^ 

mitUtoJFoH  St.  George.  whole  counUy  wouW  not  have  wtisfied  thent 

*'  °  In  this  state,  which  we  believe'  is  do  way 

My  Lord,  and  Gentlemen,  exaggerated,  the  company  took  charge  of  the 

Although  we  have,  in  obedience  to  your  assigned  countries.    Their  prospect  of  relief 

commands  of  the  5th  January,  regularly  laid  from  the  heavy  burthens  of  the  war,  was  ii^ 

before  you  our  proceedings  at  large,  and  have  deed  but  little  advanced  by  the  nabob's  oo»* 

occasionally  addressed  you  upon  such  points  as  cession;   and    the  revenues  of  the  Camatie 

required  your  resolutions  or  orders  for  our  seemed  in  danger  of  being  irroooverabiT  loil. 
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a  speedjr  and  entire  change  of  sjttem  nenta  appeared,  bj  the  nabob'e  ofwn  accounts, 

eould  be  adopted.  to  be  one  lac  cf  rupees  more  than  the  receipts. 

On  oar  minutes  cf  the  tist  January,  we  In  other  districts,  the  charges  were  not  in  so 

treated  the  subject  of  the  assignment  at  some  high  a  proportion,  but  still  rated  on  a  most  ez- 

leogth,  and  pointed  oat  the  miKhiefii  which,  in  traragant  scale ;  snd  we  saw,  by  erery  account 

addition  to  the  effects  of  the  war,  had  arisen  that  was  brought  before  us,  the  absdute  necee- 

from  what  we  conceived  to  be  wrong  and  op-  sity  of  retrenching  considerably   in  all  the 

pressive  management.— We  used  the  freedom  articles  of  eiqiense. 

to  suggest  an  entire  alteration  in  the  mode  of  Our  own  reason,  aided  by  such  inquiries  as 

realizing  the  revenues.    We  proposed  a  consi-  we  were  able  to  make,  suggested  the  alters^ 

derable  and  immediate  reduction  of  ezpenses,  tions  we  have  recommended  to  your  lordship, 

and  a  total  change  of  the  principal  aumildars  &c.  under  this  head.    You  will  observe,  that 

who  had  been  employed  under  the  nabob.  we  have  not  acted  sparingly ;  but  we  chose 

Our  ideas  had  the  good  fortune  to  receive  rather,  in  cases  of  doubt,  to  incur  the  hazard 

your  approbation  ;  but  the  removal  of  the  na-  of  retrenching  too  much,  than  too  little ;  be- 

bch^B  servants  being  thought  improper  at  that  cause   it  would  be   easier,   after  any  stated 

particular  period  of  the  collectioas,  we  em-  allowance  for  ezpenses,  to  add  what  might  be 

ployed  our  attention  chiefly  in  preserving  what  necessary,  than  to  diminish.   We  hope,  hosv- 

revenue  was  left  the  country,  and  acquiring  ever,  there  wiU  be  no  material  increase  in  the 

such  materials  as  might  lead  to  a  more  perfect  articles  as  they  now  stand, 

knowledge  of  its  former  and  present  state.  One  considerable  charge  upon  the  nabob's 

These  pursuits,  as  we  apprehended,  met  country  was  for  extraordinary  sibbendies,  se- 

with  great  obstructions  from  the  conduct  of  the  poys,  and  horsemen,  who  appeared  to  us  to  be 

nabob's  servants.    The  orders  they  received  a  very  unnecessary  incumbrance  on  the  rev»> 

were  evaded  under  various  pretexts ;  no  atten-  nue.    Ydar  lordship,  &c.  have  determined  to 

tion  was  paid  to  the  strong  and  repeated  ap-  receive  such  ok  these  people  as  will  inlist  into 

plications  made  to  them  for  the  accounts  of  the  company's  service,  and  discharge  the  rest, 

their  management ;  and  their  attachment  to  This  measure  will  not  only  relievo  the  country 

the  company's    interest  appeared,   in  every  of  a  heavy  burthen,  but  tend  greatly  to  tiz  in 

instance,  so  feeble,  that  we  saw  no  prospect  the  company  that  kind  of  authority,  which  is 

whatever  of  success,  but  in^the  appointment  requisite  for  tlie  due  collection  of  the  revenues, 

of  renters  under  the  company's  sole  authority.  In  consequence  of  your  determination  re- 

Upon  this  principle  we  judged  it  expedient  specting  the  nabob's  sepoys,  &c.  every  charge 
to  recommend,  that  such  of  the  nabob's  di»-  under  that  head  has  been  struck  out  of  our 
tricts  as  were  in  a  state  to  be  farmed  out,  account  of  expenses.  If  the  whole  number  of 
might  be  immediately  let  by  a  public  adver-  these  people  be  enlisted  by  the  company,  there 
tisement,  issued  in  the  company's  name,  and  will  probably  be  no  more  than  sufficient  to  corn- 
circulated  through  every  province  of  the  Car-  plete  their  ordinary  military  establishment. 
natic ;  and  with  the  view  of  encouraging  bid-  But  should  the  present  reduction  of  the  nabob's 
ders,  we  proposed,  that  the  countries  might  be  artillery  render  it  expedient,  after  the  war,  to 
advertised  for  the  whole  period  of  the  nabob's  make  any  addition  to  the  company's  cstablish- 
usignment,  and  the  security  of  the  company's  ment,  for  the  purposes  of  the  assigned  coun- 
proCection  promised,  in  the  fullest  manner,  to  tries;  the  expense  of  such  addition,  whatever 
such  persons  as  might  become  renters.  it  be,  must  be  deducted  from  the  preserM  ac- 

This  plan  had  the  desired  effect;  and  the  count  of  savings. 

attempts  which  were  secretly  made  to  coun-  In  considering  the  charges  of  the  several 

leract  it,  afforded  an  unequivocal  proof  of  its  districts,  in  order  to  establish  better  rcgula- 

necassity :  but  the  advantages  resulting  from  tions,  wo  were  careful  to  discriminate  those 

it  were  more  pleasingly  evinced,  by  the  number  incurred  for  troofis  kept,  or  supposed  to  be 

of  proposals  that  were  delivered,  and  by  the  kept  up  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  from 

terms  which  were  in  general  offered  for  the  those  of  the  sibbendy,  servants,  &c.  for  the 

districts  intended  to  be  farmed  out.  cultivation  of  the  lands,  and  the  collection  of 

Having  so  far  attained  the  purposes  of  the  the  revenues,  as  well  as  to  pay  attention  to 
assignment,  our  attention  was  next  turned  to  such  of  the  established  customs  of  the  country, 
dte  heavy  expenses  entailed  upon  the  different  ancient  privileges  of  the  inhabitants,  and  pub- 
provinces;  and  here,  we  confess,  our  astonish-  lie  charities,  as  were  necessarily  allowed,  and 
ment  was  raised  to  the  highest  pitch.  In  the  appeared  proper  to  be  continued  ;  but  which. 
Trichinopoly  country,  the  standing  disburse-  under  the  nabob's  government,  were  not  onlt 
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rated  much  higher,  bat  had  been  blended  imdOT 
one  confined  and  almost  unintelligible  title  of 
Eljq>ensef  of  the  Districts;  eojoisml,  perhaps, 
to  afford  pleas  and  oMans  of  secredi^  ud 
appropriating  great  part  of  the  revennes  to 
other  purposes  than  uirijr  appeared;  and  oer> 
tainljT  betrajing  the  utmost  neglect  and  mi^ 
management,  as  giring  latitude  for  erery  spe- 
cies of  firaud  and  oppression.  Sach  a  system 
has,  in  the  few  latter  years  of  the  nabob's  ne- 
cessities, brought  an  his  ooontries  into  that 
situation,  from  which  nothing  but  the  most 
rigid  cBOonomy,  strict  obeerranco  of  the  con- 
duct of  managers,  and  the  most  conciliating 
attention  to  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  can 
possibly  recorer  them. 

It  now  only  remams  for  us  to  lay  before  your 
lordship,  &c.  the  inclosed  statement  of  the 
sums  at  which  the  districts  lately  advertised 
have  been  let,  compared  with  the  accounts  of 
their  produce  deliTered  by  the  nabob,  and  en- 
tered on  our  proceedings  of  the  Slst  January. 
Likewise  a  comparative  view  of  the  former 
and  present  expenses. 

The  nabob's  accounts  of  the  produce  of  these 
districts  state,  as  we  have  some  reason  to 
think,  the  sums  which  former  renters  engaged 
to  pay  to  him  (and  which  were  seldom,  if  ever, 
made  good}  and  not  the  sums  actually  produced 
by  the  districts ;  yet'we  have  the  satiisnction  to 
observe,  that  the  present  aggregate  rents,  upon 
an  average,  are  equal  to  those  accounts.  Tour 
lonUiip,  Ice.  cannot  indeed  eiqMct,  that,  in 
the  midst  ofthe  danger,  invasion,  anddistrass, 
which  assail  the  Canatic  on  every  side,  the 


renters  now  appointed  wil  be  able  at  i 
to  fulfil  the  terms  of  their  leases;  hot  we  trasft, 
from  the  measures  we  have  taken,  that  very 
little,  if  any,  of  the  actoal  coUedioM  will  be 
lost,  even  during  the  war;  and  tiiat on  the 
return  of  peace  and  tranquillity,  the  renlets  wit 
have  it  in  their  power  fiiUy  to  perform  iheii 
respective  agreements. 

We  much  regret  that  the  sitnation  of  the 
Aroot  province  will  not  admit  of  the  same  set- 
tlement which  has  been  made  for  the  other  dis- 
tricts ;  but  the  enemy  being  in  poascssiou  of 
the  capital,  together  with  several  other  strong 
hoUdB,  and  having  entirely  desolated  the  oom»- 
try,  there  is  little  room  to  hope  for  more  from 
it,  than  a  bare  subsistence  to  th^  few  garrisons 
we  have  left  there. 

We  shall  not  foil  to  give  our  attention  to> 
wards  obtaining  every  information  respecting 
thia  province,  that  the  present  times  mH  psr> 
mit ;  and  to  take  the  first  opportunity  to  pr^ 
pose  such  anrangemrats  for  the 
as  we  may  think  eligible. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be 
Tour  most  obedient 
Humble  servants, 

Chajllu  Oaklet, 
Etlks  iRwnr, 
Hall  PLtniEm, 
Datio  HaLIBI7KT0», 
^GsOmOK  MOITBRAT. 

Fort  St  George,  S7th  May,  1732. 

A  tnie  copy, 

/.  giicffssjcii,  Soft 


ASVESDCS.  TO  THB  FBBOBDDia  SPBBOB. 


411 


e 


C 


s 

£ 


e  c: 


2 


9  B 


.2 


-  s  « 


c    • 
~  M 


=  S  s 


c 


-<  = 


ill 


c  a  ^  o 

5  •*  S  «  3 
^  w.  ©  >  O 


m      ik    M    «•    •»    ^    M 


c« 


c*      « 


£  fi  lO  r^  V  CD  A 

7    «» 'fS  *  lO  T  O 


y  or-«e'£o  « 

Ji  «k      *       «^       •%      n      ^ 


W      -^      m      mi,      00      »>_  J<. 


I-" 


"8  8    5 tSsS 

5  ©        CJ  —  OW 

I 


JB        •>»    «k    ««.     •'^      •* 


«  h-t  '*>1 


"§15 


3       ^    '-US  OB  C 


5  t"3  3, 


ill 

7  £  !8  S  »^  8  P 


^  tt  •^ 


I- 


M       lO 


•ft      «k      •%       M      ^      M 


8 


to 

«ft 

•% 


•9 


s 

•ft 


?_ 


•k 


8 

•ft 
•9 


ii' 
1' 


8,  ^ 

«  a  a  c  ^  s 


_  J   *•  C         w 
n  C  a>       jO, 


as  o 

>6 


<  S  M 


^  k)  3 

a  >•  •« 


4H  APPENDIX  TO  THE  PRECEDING  SPEBC3H. 

APPENDIX,  No.  5.  [This  man  is  bjr  the  ministry  gireo  of^ 

Referred  to  from  p.  404.  ^  the  mercy  of  persons  capable  of  making 

.       ,          .       ,  thMneacahim,"vfithawaiiioniu9$offnlmho9d, 

Case  of  certam  Persons  renting  the  asBigiied  ami  tndi/rerenee  to  dOteHim:'    What  b  likdy 

Lands  underlheaathorilyoflhe  East  India  to  happen  to  him  and  the  rest  of  the  rittims, 

Company.  ^^y  ^pp^zr  by  the  following] 
Extract  of  a  Letter /rom  the  Preddent  and 

Council  of  Fart  Su  George^  tbth  Mt^,  Letter  to  the  Govemour  Gtnerul  and  CowmI, 

1783.  March  Idih,  1782. 

"  One  of  them  [the  rentera]  Ram  Chimder 

Raus,  was  indeed  one  of  those  unfortunate  "  The  speedy  terminaiioo  to  which  the  peo 

rajahs,  whose  country,  bjf  being  near  to  the  pie  were  taught  to  look,  of  the  company's  inter 

terriloriea  of  the  wAA,  forfeited  its  tiUe  to  in-  <«rence  in  the  revenues,  and  the  TengeancA 

dependence ;  and  became  the  prey  of  ambition  <*«»unced  against  those  who,  contrary  to  the 

and  cupidity.    This  man,  though  not  able  to  mandate  of  the  durbar,  shoaki  be  connected 

resist  the  company's  arms,  employed  in  each  a  ^»**>  *«°'  ^  reported  by  Mr.  Sulivan,  may, 

d«rfa£<A«na6o6'«iii«figa<ion,  had  industry  and  "  "»«*  as  the  former  exactions  and  oppies- 

ability.    He  acquired,  Ay  a  eeriee  of  $erviee$y  ■»«"  ^  ^  n**»*  ™  *•  rerenue,  as  reported 

even  the  confidence  of  iJie  nabob;  who  suffered  ^7  ^he  commander  m  chief,   have  deterred 

him  to  renlapart  of  the  country  of  which  he  had  ■«»•  of  the  fittest  men  from  offering  to  be  coD- 

d^ved  him  of  the  property.     This  man  had  c«"»ed  m  iL 

afforded  no  motive  for  his  rejection  by  the  na^  "  The  timid  disposition  of  the  Hindoo  na- 

bob,  but  that  of  bemg  ready  to  engage  with  *»^cs  of  this  country  was  not  likely  to  be  insen- 

the  company ;  a  motive  most  powerful  indeed,  ■»"«  ^  *•  specimen  of  that  vengeance  given 

but  not  to  be  avowed."  ^Y  ^"  excellency  the  amur,  who,  upon  the 

[This  U  the  person  whom  the  English  in-  ™«ro  rumour  that  a  Bramin,  of  the  name  of 

struments  of  the  nabob  af  Arcot  have  had  the  Appagee  Row,  had  given  proposals  to  the 

audacity  to  charge  with  a  corrupt  transacUon  company  for  the  rentership  .of  Veltere,  had  the 

with  Lord  Macartney ;  and,  in  support  of  that  temerity  to  send  for  bun,  and  to  put  him  in 

charge,  to  produce  a  forged  letter  from  his  confinement. 

fordship's  steward.    The  charge  and  letter  "  A  man  thus  seized  by  the  nabob's  seapoys 

the  reader  may  see  in  this  appendix,  under  the  "^^^^  ^^  "^^^  of  Madras,  gave  a  general 

proper  head.    It  is  asserted,  by  the  unfortunate  *^»"n  ?  «»<*  government  found  it  neceasaiy  to 

prince  above  mentioned,  that  the  company  first  Promise  the  protection  of  the  company,  in  order 

settled  on  the  coast  of  Coromandcl  under  the  ^  calm  the  apprehensions  of  the  people." 
protection  of  one  of  his  ancestors.    If  this  be 

true  (and  it  is  far  from  unlikely)  the  world  '"■^"~ 
must  judge  of  the  retinn  the  descendant  has 

met  with.    The  case  of  another  of  the  victinM,  APPENDIX,  No.  6. 

given  up  by  the  ministry,  though  not  altogether  Referred  to  from  p.  404. 

so  striking  as  the  former,  is  worthy  of  atten-  ^^^^  ^^^  Letter  Jrtm  the  GmncU  and  Seied 

tion    It  IS  that  of  the  renter  of  the  province  of  Committee  at  Fort  St.  Qtorgt,  to  the  Ososr- 

^*T?J    .^                           rri    u    J       J  nour  Genend  and  CouneUy  dated  ibtkMmy, 

"  It  IS  with  a  wantonness  of  falsehood,  and  178S. 

indifference  to  detection,  asserted  to  you,  in 

proof  of  the  validity  of  the  nabob's  objections,  Ih  the  prosecution  of  our  duty,  we  beseech 

that  thifl  man's  failures  had  already  forced  us  you  to  consider  as  an  act  of  strict  and  n4ce^ 

to  remove  him ;   though  in  fact  he  has  con-  sary  justice,  previous  to  reiteration  of  your 

tinued  invariably  in  office ;  though  our  greOLcet  orders  for  the  surrender  of  the  assignment,  how 

guppliea  have  been  reoehjedfrom  him ;  and  that,  far  it  would  be  likely  to  affect  third  penpons, 

in  the  disappointment  of  your  remittances  [the  who  do  not  appear  to  have  committed  any 

remittances  from  Bengal]  and  of  other  re-  breach  of  their  engagements.    You  command 

sources,  the  species  sent  vmfrom  Ndlore  alone  us  to  compel  our  aumils  to  deliver  over  their 

has  sometimes  enabled  us  to  carry  on  the  pub-  respective  charges  as  shall  be  appointed  by 

lie  business ;  and  that  the  preunt  expedition  the  nabob,  or  to  retain  their  trust  under  h» 

a^nst(A«fVenJi  must,  without  (^assistance  sole  authority,  if  he  shall  choose  to  oonfirm 

from  the  assignment,  have  been  laid  aside,  or  them.    These  aumils  are  really  renters,  they 

delayed  until  it  might  have  become  too  late."  were  appointed  in  the  room  of  the  nabob's 
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aumils,  and  contrary  to  his  wishes ;  they  have  of  authority,   was  at  all  times   particulariy 

already  been  rejected  by  him,  and  are  there*  afiecte^  by  the  nabob : — it  is  the  lan^ace  cdf 

fore  not  likely  to  be  confirmed  by  him.    They  all  acts  of  state,  and  all  public  transactions, 

applied  to  this  goTernmeut,  in  consequence  of  among  the  ma8sulnianchio&  of  Hindoetan.  The 

public  advertisements  in  our  name,  as  posses-  nabob  thought  to  have  gained  no  inconsider- 

sing  in  this  instance  the  joint  authority  of  the  able  point,  in  procuring  the  correspondence  Iroro 

naJtioh  and  the  company,  and  h^ve  entered  into  our  predecessors  to  the  rajah  of  Tanjore  to  be 

mutual  and  .strict  covenants  with  us,  and  wc  changed  from  the  Maratta  language,  which 

with  them,  relative  to  the  certain  districts  not  that  Hindoo  prince  understands,  to  the  Per- 

actually  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy ;  by  sian,   which  disclaims   understanding.      To 

which  covenants,  as  they  are  bound  to  the  force  the  rajah  to  the  nabob's  language,  was 

punctual  payment  of   their  rents,  and   due  gratifying  the  latter  with  a  new  species  of 

management  of  the  country,  so  we,  and  our  subserviency.      He  had  formerly  contended 

constituents,  and  the  public  faith,  are  in  like  with  considerable  anxiety,  and  it  was  thought 

manner  bound  to  maintain  them  in  the  enjoy-  no  inconsiderable  cost,  for  particular  forms  of 

ment  of  their  leases,  during  the  continuance  of  address  to  be  used  towards  him  in  that  lan- 

thc  term ;  that  term  was  for  five  years  agree-  gtiage.    But  all  of  a  sudden,  in  favour  of  Mr. 

ably  to  the  words  of  the  assignment,  which  BenfieU,  he  quits  his  former  affections,  his 

declare  that  the  time  of  renting  shall  be  for  habits,  his  knowledge,  his  curiosity,  the  in- 

three  or  five  years,  as  the  govemour  shall  set-  creasing  mistrust  of  age,  to  throw  himself  upon 

tie  with  the  renters. — Their  leases  cannot  be  the  generous  candour,  the  faithful  interpreta- 

iegally  torn  from  them.  Nothing  but  their  pre-  tion,  the  grateful  return  and  eloquent  organ  of 

vious  breach  of  a  part  could  justify  our  breach  of  Mr.  Benfield ! — Mr.  BenJIdd  rtiates  and  reads 

the  whole ;  such  a  stretch  and  aliuse  of  power  u^uU  he  pleases  to  his  exeettency  the  Ameer  ul 

would  indeed  not  only  savour  dC  the  assumf)-  Omrah — his  exeeUeruy  eommunieates  tath  the 

tion  of  sovereignty,  but  of  arbitrary  and  oppres-  nabob  his  father,  m  the  language  the  latter 

sive  despotism.    In  the  present  contest,  whe-  understands.    TVurough  ttvo  channels  so  pttre, 

ther  the  nabob  be  guilty,  or  we  be  guilty,  the  tJu  truth  must  arrive  at  the  nabob  m  petfed 

renters  are  not  guilty.    Whichever  of  the  con-  r^nement;  through  this  dmMe  trust,  his  high' 

tending  parties  has  broken  the  condition  of  ness  receives  vahaUver  impression  it  may  be  con- 

the  assignment,  the  renters  have  not  broken  venieru  to  tnake  on  him :  fte  abandons  his  signer 

the  condition  of^  their  leases.     These  men,  in  ture  to  whatever  paper  they  tell  him  contains,  m 

conducting  the  business  of  the  assignment,  the  English  language,  the  sentimerUs  with  wfadt 

have  acted  in  opposition  to  the  designs  of  the  they  had  ins/nred  him.    He  thus  is  surroui^ed 

nabob,  in  despite  of  the  menaces  denounced  on  every  side.    He  is  totaUy  at  thdr  mercy,  to 

against  all  who  should  dare  to  oppose  the  man-  bdieve  what  is  not  true,  and  to  std>seribe  to  what 

dates  of  the  durbar  justice.    Gratitude  and  he  does  not  mean.    There  is  no  system  so  nettr, 

hunmnity  require   that  provision  should    be  so  foreign  to  his  intentions,  that  they  may  not 

made  by  you,  before  you  set  the  nabob's  minis-  pursue  in  his  name,  without  posability  ofdeteo' 

ten  loose  on  the  country,  for  the  protection  of  ^on  :  for  they  are  cautious  oftoho  approach  h.m, 

the  victims  devoted  to  their  vengeance.  and  httce  thought  prudent  to  detune,  for  him, 

Mr.  Benfield,  to  secure  the  permanency  of  the  visits  of  the  govemour,  even  upon  Oie  usna. 

hts  power,  and  the  perfection  of  his  schemes,  solemn  and  acceptable  occasion  of  delivering 

dwu^t  it  necessary  to  render  the  nabob  an  to  his  highness  the  company's  letters.    8ueh 

sbsolute  strangrr  to  the  state  of  his  affairs,  u  the  oompixU  asoendmey  gained  by  Mr.  Bm" 

He  assured  his  highness,  that  full  justice  was  JMd.    It  may  be  partly  explained  by  the  facts 

■oC  done  to  the  strength  of  his  sentiments,  and  observed  already  some  years  ago  by  Mr.  Hen- 

die  keenness  of  his  aaacks,  in  the  translations  field  himself  in  regard  to  the  nabob,  of  the 

Ihat  were  made  by  the  company's  servants  infirmities  natural  to  his  advanced  age,  joined 

from  the  original  Persian  of  his  letters.    He  to  the  decays  of  his  constitution.    To  this 

Aerefbre  proposed  to  him,  that  they  should  ascendency,  in  proporticm  as  it  grew,  must 

lor  the  future  be  transmitted  in  English. — CMT  chiefly  be  ascribed,  if  not  the  origin,  at  loast 

tfie  English  language  or  writing  his  highness,  the  continuance  and  increase,  of  the  nabob'i 

or  the  ameer,  cannot  read  one  word,  though  disunion  with  this  presidency ;    a  disunion 

fbc  latter  can  converse  in  it  with  sufficient  which  creates  the  importance,  and  subserves 

fluency.     The  Persian  language,  as  the  Ian-  the  resentments  of  Mr.  Benfield;  and  an  as. 

gnage  of  the  Mahomedan  conquerours,  and  of  eendeney  whidi,  if  you  ^fhet  the  surrender  of 

^  court  of  Delhi,  as  an  appendage  or  signal  ^  oMfnmsnf,  wiU  tntirtly  leave  tht  egerwe 
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Iffpowetf  and  aeatmulation  o/fartunef  at  hu        t9  the  SeUet  Cammktte,  rdaHoe  f»  tha  Rf9^ 
boundUu  dtteretion;  to  him^  and  to  ^  Amaxx-        miea and  StaUoftht  Country^  ^rc  ^, 
Mt-Omrak,  and  to  Syed  Astam  ComoU^  the  o^ 

mgnmemt  tcoutd  in  fact  be  surrendered.     HE  9th  May,  1782. 

WILL  (IF  ANYJ   BE   THE  SOUCAR 

SECURITY ;  and  aeaaity  in  thu  country  i»        Willi AJt  Petkis,  Eaq.  attending  aoeofw 

eowUereeeured  by  ftoueuian.     You  would  not  ding  to  order,  was  asked,  In  what  statioo  hn 

chooee  to  take  the  auiffnment  from  the  company f  was  in  the  cocnpany's  service?  he  said.  He 

to  give  it  to  individuaU.    Of  the  in^opriety  of  went  to  India  in  the  year  1765,  a  writer  npon 

its  returning  to  the  nabob,  Mr.  Benfield  would  the  Madras  estaUishment ;  he  was  employed, 

DOW  again  argue  (roro  his  former  obserrations,  during  the  former  war  with  Hyder  AU,  in  the 

that  imder  his  highnesses  management,  his  capacity  of  paymaster  and  commissary  to  part 

country  declined,  his  pe<^le  emigrated,  his  of  the  army,  and  was  afterwards  paymaster  and 

revenues  decreased,  and  his  country  was  ra-  aommissary  to  the  army  in  the  fint  siege  of 

pidly  approaching  to  a  state  of  political  insol-  Tanjore,  and  the  subsequent  campaigns ;  then 

vency.    Of  Syed  Assam  Cawn,  we  judge  only  secretary  to  the  secret  department  from  1772 

fipom  the  observations  this  letter  already  cod-  to  1775 ;  he  came  to  England  in  1775,  und  r^ 

tains.    But  of  the  other  two  persons  [Ameei^  turned  again  to  Madras  the  beginning  of  1778 ; 

id-Omrah  and  Mr.  Benfield]  we  undertake  to  he  was  resident  at  the  durbar  of  the  rajah  of 

declare,  not  as  parties  in  a  cause,  or  even  as  Tanjore  firom  that  time  to  the  month  of  May; 

voluntary  witnesses,  but  as  executive  officers,  and  from  that  time  to  January  1780  was  chief 

reporting  to  you,  in  the  discharge  of  our  duty,  of  Nagore  and  Carrecal,  the  first  of  which  was 

and  under  the  impressi<»i  of  the  sacred  obliga-  received  from  the  rajah  of  Tanjore,  and  the  se> 

tion  which  binds  us  to  truth,  as  well  as  to  jus-  cond  was  taken  from  the  French. — Being  asked^ 

tiee,  that,  fitMn  every  observation  of  their  prin-  Who  sent  him  to  Tanjore  ?  he  said,  Sir  Tht^ 

ciples  and  dispositions,  and  every  information  mas  Rumbold,  and  the  Secret  Coromitteed 

of  their  character  and  conduct,  they  have  pr»>  Being  then  asked,  Upon  what  errand  ?  he  said, 

iecuted  projects  to  the  injury  and  danger  of  He  went  first  up  with  a  letter  fixmi  Ihe  oompa- 

the  company  and  individuals ;  that  it  would  be  ny  to  the  rajah  of  Tanjore ;  he  was  directed  to 

inqtroper  to  truetf  and  dangeroue  to  employ  give  the  rajah  the  strongest  assurances  that  be 

thtm,  in  any  ptMie  or  important  tituation ;  that  fdiould  be  kept  in  possession  of  his  country,  and 

the  tranquiility  of  the  Camatic  requires  a  re-  every  privilege  to  which  he  had  been  restored; 

ttraint  to  the  power  of  the  ameer ;  and  that  the  he  was  likewise  directed  to  negotiate  with  the 

company,  whose  serace  and  protection  Mir.  Ben-  rajah  of  Tanjore  for  the  cession  of  the  seapoit 

JieU  has  repeatedly  and  recentfy  forfeited,  would  and  district  d  Nagore,  in  lieu  of  the  town  and 

be  more  secure  against  danger  <md  cor^unon,  if  district  of  Devicotta,  which  he  had  promised 

Jks  UKTc  removed  from  their  several  presideneies,  to  Lord  Pigot:  these  were  the  principal,  and 

[After  the  above  solemn  declaration  fit)m  so  to  the  best  of  h\a  recollection  at  present  the 

weighty  an  authority,  the  principal  object  of  only  objects  in  view,  when  he  was  fint  sent  up 

that  awful  and  deliberate  warning,  instead  of  to  Tanjore.    In  the  course  o£  his  stay  at  Tan- 

"being  removed  from  the  several  presidencies,'*  jore  other  matters  of  business  occurred  b^ 

is  licensed  to  return  to  one  of  the  principal  of  tween  the  con^iany  and  the  rajah,  which  came 

those  presidencies,  and  the  grand  theatre  of  the  under  his  management  as  resident  at  that  dur> 

operations  on  account  of  which  the  presidency  bar.     Being  asked.   Whether  the  rajah  did 

recommends  his  total  removal.     The  reason  deliver  up  to  him  the  town  and  the  annexed 

given  is  for  the  accommodation  of  that  very  districts  of  Nagore  voluntarily,  or  whethe  he 

debt  which  has  been  the  chief  instrument  of  his  was  forced  to  it  ?  he  said.  When  he  made  the 

dangerous  practices,  and  the  main  cause  of  all  first  proposition  to  the  rajah,  agreeable  to  the 

Ihe  confusions  in  the  company's  government.]  directions  he  had  received  from  the  secret  com- 
mittee at  Madras,  in  the  most  free,  open,  and 

— —  liberal  manner,  the  rajah  told  him  the  seaport 

of  Nagore  was  entirely  at  the  service  of  hit 

APPENDIX,  No.  7.  benefactors  the  company,  and   that  he  waa 

happy  in  having  that  opportunity  of  tostifyme 

Referred  to  firom  p.  406,  and  p.  408.  his  gratitude  to  them ;  these  may  be  suppoael 

to  be  words  (^course,  but  from  every  expert* 

EatraeiU  from  the  Evidence  of  Mr,  PdHs,  late  ence  which  he  had  of  the  rajah's  mind  and 

Rmdentfar  the  Compmi^  at  7\in>ors,  givei^  conduct,  whilst  he  was  at  Tanjore,  be  baa  reft- 
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MO  to  belieTe  that  hia  ddclarations  of  gratitude  that  they  wore  let  al  Madras  in  ooMequonce 
to  tho  company  were  perfectly  sincere ;  Jbe  of  public  advertisements  which  had  been  made 
■peaks  of  the  town  ofNagore  at  present,  and  a  there:  he  believesi  indoed,  there  were  v«ry 
certain  district,  not  ofthe  districts  to  the  amount  fow  men  in  thoee  districts  responsible  enough 
of  which  they  afterwards  received.  The  rajah  to  have  been  entrusted  with  the  management  of 
•deed  him.  To  what  amount  he  expected  a  jag-  thoee  lands.  Being  asked,  Whether,  at  the 
hire  to  the  company :  And  the  witness  further  time  he  was  authorised  to  negotiate  for  Na- 
Mid,  That  he  acknowledged  to  the  committee  gore  in  the  place  of  Devicotta,  Devicotta  was 
that  he  was  not  instructed  upon  that  head  ;  given  up  to  the  rajah  ?  he  said,  No. — Being 
that  he  wrote  for  orders  to  Madras,  and  was  adced.  Whether  the  rajah  of  Taojore  did  not 
directed  to  ask  the  rajah  for  a  jaghire  to  a  cer-  frequently  desire  that  the  districts  of  Am6  and 
Uua  amount ;  that  this  gave  rise  to  a  k>ng  nego-  Hanymantygood^  should  be  restored  to  him 
elation,  the  rajah  representing  to  him  his  in-  agreeable  to  treaty,  and  the  company's  orders 
ability  to  make  such  a  gift  to  the  company  as  to  Lord  Pigot?  he  said.  Many  a  time ;  and  he 
the  secret  committee  at  Madras  seemed  to  ex-  transmitted  his  refH^sentations  regularly  to 
pect;  while  he  (the  witness)  on  the  other  hand,  Madras.— Being  then  asked,  Whether  those 
was  directed  to  make  as  good  a  bargain  as  he  places  were  restored  to  him  ?  he  said.  Not 
could  for  the  company.  From  the  view  that  while  he  was  in  India, 
he  then  took  of  the  rajah's  finances,  from  the  Being  asked.  Whether  he  was  not  autbo- 
■ituation  of  his  country,  and  from  the  load  of  rized  and  required  by  the  presidency  at  Ma- 
debt  which  pressed  bard  upon  him,  he  believes  dru  to  demand  a  large  sum  of  money  over  and 
be  at  diifcrent  times,  in  bis  correspondence  above  the  four  lacs  of  pagodas  that  were  to 
with  the  government,  represMited  the  necessity  be  annually  paid  by  a  grant  of  the  rajah,  made 
of  their  being  moderate  in  their  demands,  and  in  the  time  of  Lord  Pigot  ?  he  said,  He  was ;  to 
it  was  at  last  agreed  to  accept  of  the  town  of  the  amount,  he  believes,  of  four  lacs  of  pago- 
Nagore,  valued  at  a  certain  annual  revenue,  das,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  deposit- 
■nd  a  jaghire  annexed  to  the  town,  the  whole  money. — Being  asked.  Whether  the  rajah  did 
•mounting  to  2,50,000  rupees. — Being  asked,  not  frequently  plead  his  inability  to  pay  that 
Whether  it  did  turn  out  so  valuable  ?  he  said,  money?  he  said,  He  did  every  time  he  men- 
He  had  not  a  doubt  but  it  would  turn  out  more,  tioned  it,  and  complained  loudly  of  the  demand, 
aa  it  was  let  for  more  than  that  to  farmers  at  —Being  asked.  Whether  he  thinks  those  com- 
Madras,  if  they  had  managed  the  districts  pro-  plaints  were  well  founded  ?  he  says,  He  thinks 
perly,  but  they  were  atrangen  to  the  nuumen  the  rajah  of  Tanjore  was  not  only  not  in  a 
and  euatomM  of  the  people ;  wAen  they  came  state  of  ability  to  pay  the  deposit-money,  but 
down  they  oppressed  the  inhabUantSj  and  threw  that  the  annual  payment  of  four  lacs  of  pago- 
ffcs  v^kde  duiriet  into  confueion ;  the  inhahUatU$t  das  was  more  than  bis  revenues  could  aflbrd.— 
fnui^  ofthemj  left  the  country^  and  deserted  the  Being  asked,  Whether  he  was  not  frequently 
CM&ivation  of  their  lands,  of  course  the  farmers  oUiged  to  bonrow  money,  in  order  to  pay  the 
locrs  disappointed  of  thdr  Elections,  and  ihey  tnstalmenls  of  the  annual  payments,  and  such 
kmte  smce  failed,  and  the  company  have  lost  a  parts  as  he  paid  of  the  deposit  ?  he  said.  Yes, 
eanmderabU  part  of  u)hat  the  farmers  were  to  pay  he  was. — Being  asked.  Where  he  borrowed 
far  the  jttghtre.  Being  asked.  Who  these  the  money  ?  he  said,  He  believes  principally 
6nners  were  ?  he  said,  One  of  them  was  the  from  soucars  or  native  bankers,  and  some  at 
ranter  of  the  St.  Thom6  district,  near  Madras,  Madras,  as  he  told  him. — Being  asked,  Whe- 
■ad  the  other,  and  the  most  responsible,  was  a  ther  he  told  him  that  his  credit  was  very  good, 
BCadras  dubash. — Being  asked.  Who  he  was  and  that  he  borrowed  upon  moderate  interest? 
Miaah  to?  he  sakl,  To  Mr.  Cassmajor.  he  said,  That  he  told  him  he  found  great  diffi- 
Being  asked,  Whether  the  lease  was  made  cultie^  ui  raising  money,  and  was  obliged  to 
■poo  higher  terms  than  the  district  was  rated  borrow  at  a  roost  exorbitant  interest,  even 
to  him  by  the  rajah  ?  he  said.  It  was. — Being  some  of  it  at  48  per  cent,  and  he  believes  not 
asked,  What  reason  was  assigned  why  a  great  deal  under  it:  he  desired  him  (thetoi^ 
district  was  not  kept  under  the  former  ness)  to  speak  to  one  qfthe  soucars  or  bankers  nf 
by  amildars,  or  let  to  persons  in  Tanjore,  to  accommodate'  him  with  a  loan  qf 
dio  Tanjore  country  acquainted  with  the  di»-  money ;  that  man  shewed  him  an  account  b^ween 
Irict?  be  said,  No  reasons  were  assigned :  he  km  and  the  rajah,from  which  it  appeared  that 
«••  directed  from  Madras  to  advertise  them  he  charged  4B  per  cent,  besides  compound  interest 
to  be  let  to  persons  of  the  country ;  but  befiire  —Being  asked,  Whether  the  sums  due  wert 
hi  veotired  any  proposal,  horeeeivad  accoifiti  large?  be  aaid,  Tof}  they  were  considoiaUo 
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though  he  does  not  recollect  the  amount. —  penty,  any  injury  done  to  that  must  easenU^ir 

Being  asked,  Whether  the  banker  lent  the  afiect  all  the  other  works  in  the  country  ^  ii  B 

money  ?  he  said,  He  would  not,  unless  the  a  most  stupendous  piece  of  masonry ;  but  from 

wimess  could  procure  hira  pajrment  of  his  old  the  very  great  floods  fi^quently  requiring  re* 

arrears.  ptLirs,  which  if  neglected  not  only  the  expeme 

Being  asked,  What  notice  did  the  govern-  of  repairing  must  be  greatly  increased,  but  a 

ment  of  Madras  take  of  the  king  of  Tanjore*s  genmil  ^injury  done  to  the  whole  country.— 

representations  of  the  state  of  his  affairs,  and  Being  asked.  Whether  that  dam  has  been  kept 

his  inability  to  pay  ?  he  said.  He  does  not  in  as  good  preservation  since  the  prevalence 

recollect  that,  in  their  correspondence  with  of  the   English   government   as  before  ?    he 

him,  there  was  any  reasoning  upon  the  sub-  said.  From  his  own  knowledge  be  cannot  tdl, 

joct ;   and   in  his  correspondence  with   Sir  but  from  every  thing  he  has  read  or  heard  <^ 

Thomas    Run^ld,  upon  the  amount  of  the  the  former  prosperity  and  opulence  of  the  kings 

jaghire,  he  seemed  very  desirous  of  adapting  of  Tanjore,   he  should  suppose  not.— Being 

the  demand  of  government  to  the  rajah's  cir-  asked.  Whether  he  does  not  know  of  several 

cumstances ;  but  whilst  he  stayed  at  Tanjore,  attempts  that  have  been  made  to  prevent  the 

the  rajah  was  not  exonerated  from  any  part  of  repair,    and  even  to  damage  the  work  ?   he 

his  burthens. — ^Being  asked,  Whether  they  ever  said,  the  rajah  himself  frequently  complained 

desired  the  rajah  to  make  up  a  statement  of  of  that  to  him,  and  he  has  likewise  heard  it 

his  accounts,  disbursements,  debts,  and  pay-  from  others  at  Tanjore.— Being  asked,  who 

ments,  to  the  company,  in  order  to  ascertain  it  was  that  attempted  those  acts  of  Tiolence? 

whether  the  country  was  able  to  pay  the  in-  he  said.  He  was  told  it  was  the  inhabitants  <^ 

creasing  demands  upon  it?  he  said,  Through  the  nabob's  country  adjoining  to  the  Anicut. — 

him  he  is  certain  they  never  did. — Being  then  Being  asked.  Whether  they  were  not  set  on 

arited,    If  he    ever  heard  whether  they  did  or  instigated  by  the  nabob  ?  he  answered,  The 

through  any  one  else  ?  he  said,  He  never  did.  rajah  said  so. — ^And  being  a^ed,  What  steps 

Being   asked.   Whether  the  rajah   is  not  the  president  and  council  took  to  punish  the 

bound  to  furnish  the  cultivators  of  land  with  authors,  and  prevent  those  violences  ?  he  said, 

seed  for  their  crops,  according  to  the  custom  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  the  govemour 

of  the  country?  he  said,  7^  king  of  Tai^joref  told  him  he  would  make  inquiries  into  it,  but 

a»  proprietor  of  the  land,  alvD(tt/8tnakea  advances  he  does   not  know  that  any  inquiries  were 

of  fwmeyfar  teed  for  the  adtivaticn  qfthe  land,  made :  that  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold,  the  govei^ 

—Being  then  asked.  If  money  beyoiKl    his  nour,  informed  him  that  he^had  laid  his  repre- 

power  of  furnishing  should  be  extorted  from  sentations  with  respect  to  the  Anictit  U^Rire 

him,  might  it  not  prevent,  in  the  first  instance,  the  nabob,  who  denied  that  his  peoplo  had 

the  means  of  cultivating  tlie  country?  he  said,  given  any  interruption  to  the  repairs  of  that 

It  certainly  does,  he  knows  it  far  a  fad ;  and  he  work 
knows  that  when  he  lefi  the  counbry  there  were 

several  districts  which  were  uncultivated  from  *^  May. 
that  cause.  Being  asked,  Whether  it  is  not  Being  asked.  What  he  thinks  the  real  clear 
necessary  to  be  at  a  considerable  expense  in  receipt  of  the  revenues  of  Tanjore  vme 
order  to  keep  up  the  mounds  and  water-  worth  when  he  lef\  it?  he  said,  He  cannot 
cmi-co*  7  he  said,  A  very  considerable  one  on-  say  what  was  the  net  amount,  as  he  does  not 
nuatty. — Being  asked,  Whai  would  be  the  kiK>w  the  expense  of  the  rajah's  coQection, 
consequence  if  money  should  fail  for  that?  he  but  while  he  was  at  Tanjore  he  understood 
said,  In  the  first  instance  the  country  would  be  from  the  rajah  himself,  and  from  his  ministers, 
partially  supplied  with  water,  some  districts  that  the  gross  collection  did  not  exceed  nine 
would  be  overjknoed,  and  othen  would  be  parched,  lacs  of  pagodas,  (£  360,000.) — Being  asked, 
— Being  asked,  Whether  there  is  not  a  con-  Whether  ho  thinks  the  country  could  pay  the 
siderable  dam  called  tho  Anicut,  on  the  keeping  eight  lacs  of  pagodas  which  had  been  do- 
up  of  which  the  prosperity  of  the  country  manded  to  be  paid  in  the  course  of  one  yearf 
greatly  depends,  and  which  requires  a  great  he  said,  Clearly  not. — Being  asked,  "Whether 
expense  ?  he  said,  Ye's,  there  is  ;  the  whole  of  there  was  not  an  attempt  nrude  to  remove  dw 
the  Tanjore  country  is  admirably  well  supplied  rajah's  minister,  upon  some  delay  in  parment 
with  water,  nor  can  he  conceive  any  method  of  tho  deposit?  he  said,  The  govcmoar  of 
ooukl  be  fallen  upon  more  happily  adapted  to  Madras  wrote  to  that  effect,  vi^ich  he  renro- 
tfie  cultivation  and  prosperity  of  the  country ;  aented  to  the  rajah.— Being  asked.  Who  was 
bnt,  as  the  Anicut  is  the  source  of  that  pro»>  meotiaoed  to  succeed  to  the  minister  that  iImi 
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WIS,  in  case  he  should  be  removed  ?  he  said,  infermed  bjr  the  rajah,  or  toothers,  at  Tanjon 
When  Sir  Hector  Monro  came  aflerwards  to  or  Madras,  that  Mr.  Benfield,  whilst  he  nia- 
Tanjore,  the  old  daubiere  was  mentioned,  and  naged  the  reTenues  at  Tanjore,  during  the 
recommended  to  the  rajah  as  successor  to  his  usurpation  of  the  nabob,  did  not  treat  the 
then  dewan.—Beinfi asked,  Of  what  age  was  inh^itants  with  great  rigour?  he  said.  He 
the  daubiere  at  thaHime '/  he  said.  Of  a  very  did  hear  from  the  rajah,  that  Mr.  Benfield  did 
great  age,  upwards  of  fourscore.— Being  asked,  treat  the  inhabitants  with  rigour  during  the 
Whether  a  person  called  Kanonga  Saba  Pilla  lime  he  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  adminia- 
was  not  likewise  named?  he  said.  Yes,  he  traticn  oT  the  revenues  of  Tanjore.— Being 
was,  he  was  recommended  by  Sir  Thomas  arited,  it'  he  recoUecfs  in  what  particulars?  he 
Rumbotd ;  and  one  recommendation,  as  well  said,  The  rajah  particularly  complained,  that 
as  I  can  recollect,  went  through  me. — Being  grain  had  been  delivered  out  to  the  inhabitants, 
asked,  What  was  the  reason  of  his  being  for  the  purposes  of  cultivation,  at  a  higher 
recommended  ?  he  said,  He  undertook  to  pay  price  than  the  market  price  of  grain  in  the 
off  the  rajah's  debts,  and  to  give  security  for  country ;  he  cannot  say  the  actutd  difference 
the  regular  payment  of  the  rajah's  instalments  of  price,  but  it  struck  .him  at  the  lime  as  some- 
to  the  company. — Being  asked.  Whether  he  thing  very  considerable. — Being  asked,  Whe- 
offered  to  give  any  security  for  preserving  the  ther  that  nK»iey  was  all  recovered  from  the 
country  from  oppression,  and  for  supporting  inliabitants  ?  he  said.  The  rajah  of  Tanjore 
the  dignity  of  the  rajah  and  his  people  ?  he  tokl  him,  that  the  money  was  all  recovered  from 
said,  He  does  not  know  that  he  did,  or  that  it  the  inhabitants. — Being  asked.  Whether  he 
was  asked  of  him.— Being  asked,  Whether  he  did  not  hear  that  the  nabob  exacted  from  the 
was  a  person  agreeable  to  the  rajah?  he  said,  country  of  Tanjore,  whilst  he  was  in  posses- 
He  was  not. — Being  asked.  Whether  he  was  sion  of  it  ?  he  said.  From  the  accounts  which 
ndt  a  person  who  had  fled  out  of  the  country  he  received  at  Tanjore,  of  the  revenues  for  a 
to  avoid  the  resentment  of  the  rajah?  he  said,  number  of  years  past,  it  appeared,  thai  the 

He  was. Being  asked.  Whether  he  was  not  nabob  collected  from  the  country,  ^hile  he  was 

charged  by  the  rajah  with  mal-praclices,  and  in  possession,  rather  more  than  16  lacs  of 

breach  of  trust  relative  to  his  effects?  he  said,  pagodas  annually;  whoreas  when  he  was  at 

He  was ;  but  he  tokl  tlie  govemour  that  he  Tanjore,  it  did  not  yield  more  than  9  hu».— 

wodd  account  for  his  conduct,  and  explain  Being  asked.  From  whence  that  difference 

every  thing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  rejah. —  arose  ?  he  said.  When  Tanjore  waa  conquered 

Being  adced,  Whether  the  rajah  did  not  con-  for  the  nabob,  he  has  been  told  that  many 

aider  this  man  as  in  the  interest  of  his  ene-  thousand  of  the  native  inhabitanis  fled  from 

mies,  and  particularly  of  the  nabob  of  Aroot  the  country,  some  into  the  country  of  Mysore, 

and  Mr.  Benfield  ?    he  said.   He  does  not  and  others  into  the  dominions  of  the  Marat 

recollect  that  he  did  mention  that  to  him ;  he  tas ;  he  understood  from  the  same  authority, 

remembers  to  have  heard  him  campiaim  cf  a  that  while  the  nabob  was  in  possession  of  the 

transaction  between  Kanonga  Saba  Pilla  and  country,  many  inhabitants  from  the  Camatic, 

Mr.  Benfiekl ;  but  he  tcld  him  he  had  been  allured  by  the  superiour  fertility  and  opulence 

guilty  of  a  variety  of  mal-praclices  in  his  of  Tanjore,  and   encouraged  by  the  nabob, 

administration,  that   he  had  oppressed   the  took  up  their  residence  there,  which  enabled 

people,  and  defrauded  him.— Being  asked.  In  the  nabob  to  cultivate  the  whole  country  ;  and, 

what  branch  of  busmess  the  rajah  had  formerly  upm  the  restoration  of  the  rajah,  he  lias  heard 

employed  him?  he  said,  He  was  at  one  time,  that  the  Camatic  inhabitants  were  carried  back 

he  believes,  renter  of  the  whole  country,  was  to  their  own  country,  which  lef.  a  considerable 

•Qppoaed  to  have  great  influence    with  the  blank  in  the  popuhlion,  which  was  not  re- 

njab,  and  was  in  fact  dewan  some  time.—  placed  while  he  was  there,  principally  owing 

Being  asked,  Whether  the  nomination  of  that  to  an  opinion  which  prevailed  through  the 

nan  was  not  particularly  odious  to  the  rajah  ?  country,  that  the  rajah's  government  was  not  to 

be  said.  He  found  the  rajah's  mind  so  exceed-  be  permanent,  but  that  another  revolution  was 

ingly  averse  to  that  man,  that  he  believes  he  fr^st  approaching. — During  the  nabob's  govem- 

would  ahnost  as  soon  have  submitted  to  his  ment,  the  price  of  grain  was  considerably 

being  deposed,  as  to  submit  to  the  nomination  higher  (owing  to  a  very  unusual  scarcity  in 

ti  that  man  to  be  his  prime  minister.  the  Camatic)  than  when  he  was  in  Tanjore^— 

Being  asked.  Whether  he  was  ever  in  the 

13th  May.  Marawar  country?    he  said.  Yea;  he  wm 

Mm,  Pbtrib  being  asked,  Whether  he  wia  commiamy  to  the  army  in  that  expedition  «-. 
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Beingasked,  Whether thtt  ooimtry  wia  moeh  field)  htd  received  firom  the  nabob  upoli  ttt 
wmsted  by  the  war?  he  said,  Phmder  was  not  eoimtry ;  and  that  the  n^^i  diould  on^  wriM 
permitted  to  the  army,  nor  did  the  country  anoh  letters  to  the  Madras  goremment  as  Mr. 
suffer  from  Us  operations,  except  in  causing  Benfield  should  approfve,  and  give  to  him :  tba 
many  thousands  of  the  inhabitants  who  had  rajah  answered,  that  be  ^  not  admoiHedge 
Deen  employed  in  t^  cultivatioa  of  the  coun-  the  validity  of  any  deraaoA  made  by  the  nabob 
try,  to  leave  itw — Being  asked.  Whether  he  upon  the  country ;  that  thoae  tunki^s  rdated 
knows  what  is  done  with  the  palace  and  inha-  to  accounts  whidi  he  (the  nyah)  had  no  ooe- 
bitants  of  Ramnaut  ?  he  said.  The  town  was  cem  with ;  thathe  never  had  givmi Lord  Pigd 
taken  by  storm,  but  not  plundered  by  the  any  presents,  but  Lord  Pigot  had  fiven  Imn 
troops ;  it  was  immediately  delivered  up  to  the  many  ;  and  that,  as  to  his  oorrespoodence  vritb 
nabob's  eldest  son.  Being  asked,  Whether  the  Madras  government,  he  wouM  not  trouhlo 
great  riches  were  not  supposed  to  be  in  that  Mr.  Benfield,  because  he  woidd  write  his 
palace  and  temple?  he  said,  It  was  univeraally  letters  himself. — That  the  rajah  told  the  wit- 
believed  sc^Bemg  asked,  What  account  was  ness,  that  by  reason  of  this  answer  he  vras 
given  of  them  ?  he  nvi.  He  cannot  tell ;  much  threatened,  in  consequence  of  which  ha 
every  thing  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  desired  Colonel  Harper,  who  then  commanded 
nabob. — Being  asked,  What  became  of  the  at  Tanjore,  to  be  present  at  his  next  interview 
diildren  and  women  cf  the  family  cf  the  prince  with  Mr.  Benfield ;  when  Mr.  Benfield  denied 
of  that  country  ?  he  said,  The  rajah  was  a  many  parts  of  the  preceding  conversation,  and 
minor ;  the  government  was  in  the  hands  of  threw  the  blame  upon  his  interpreter  Comroo. 
the  ranny,  hu  mother ;  from  general  report  he  When  Mr.  Benfield  found  (as  the  rajah  in> 
has  heard  they  were  carried  to  Trichinopdy,  formed  him)  that  he  could  not  carry  these 
and  placed  in  confinement  there. — Being  asked,  pobts,  whicn  had  brought  him  to  Tanjore,  he 
Whether  he  perceived  any  difference  in  the  prepared  to  set  off*  for  Madras ;  that  the  lajah 
fiu^e  of  the  Camatic  when  he  first  knew  it,  sent  him  a  letter  which  he  had  drawn  out,  in 
and  when  he  last  knew  it?  he  said.  He  thinks  answer  to  one  whidi  Mr.  Benfidki  had  brought 
he  did,  particularly  in  its  population. — ^Being  him ;  that  Mr.  Benfield  disaujroved  of  the 
asked.  Whether  it  was  better  or  worse  ?  he  answer,  and  returned  it  by  Gomroo  to  the 
said.  It  was  not  so  populous.— Beine  ariced,  durbar,  who  did  not  deliver  it  into  the  rajah's 
ViThat  is  the  condition  of  the  nabob's  eldest  hands,  but  threw  it  upon  the  ground,  and  «t* 
son  ?  he  said.  He  was  in  the  Black  Town  of  pressed  himself  improperiy  to  him. 
Madras,  when  he  lef^  the  country. — Being  Being  adced.  Whether  it  was  at  ihe  king  of 
asked.  Whether  he  was  entertained  there  in  a  Tanjore's  desire,  that  such  persons  as  Mr. 
manner  suitaUe  to  his  birth  and  expectations  ?  Benfield  and  Comroo  had  been  brought  into 
he  said,  No;  he  lived  there  without  anv  of  his  presence?  he  said,  The  rajah  told  him, 
those  exteriour  marks  of  splendour  which  that  when  Lord  Pigot  came  to  Tanjore,  to  ro* 
princes  of  his  rank  in  India  are  particularly  store  him  to  his  dominions,  Comroo,  withoal 
fi)od  oC — Being  asked,  Whether  he  has  not  being  sent  for,  or  desired  tocome  to  the  palaoe, 
beard  that  bis  appointments  were  poor  and  had  found  means  to  get  access  to  kb  person ; 
mean?  he  said.  He  has  heard  that  they  were  he  made  an  ofi*er  of  introducing  Mr.  BeofieU 
not  equal  to  his  rank  and  expectations.^— Being  to  the  rajah,  whidi  he  dedined. — ^Betng  adrnd, 
asked.  Whether  he  had  any  share  in  the  go-  Whether  the  military  officer  commanding  theiv 
vemment  ?  he  said.  He  believes  none ;  for  protected  the  rajah  from  the  tntrusioii  dT  aoeh 
some  years  past  the  nabob  has  delegated  moat  people  ?  he  said.  The  rajah  did  not  teQ  *iim 
of  the  powers  of  government  to  his  second  that  he  called  upon  the  military  oflScer  to  pr»> 
son.— Being  asked,  Whether  the  rajah  did  not  vent  these  intrusions ;  but  that  he  desired 
complain  to  him  of  the  behaviour  of  Mr.  Ben-  Cdonel  Harper  to  be  present  as  a  witness  to 
fieM  to  himself  personally ;  and  what  were  the  what  might  pass  between  him  and  Mr.  Ben* 
particulars  ?  he  said.  He  did  so,  and  related  fields-Being  asked,  If  it  is  uwai  for  person 
to  him  the  following  particulars :  About  fifteen  of  the  conditions  and  occupations  of  Mr.  Bca 
days  afler  Lord  Pigot's  confinement,  Mr.  Ben-  fieU  and  Comroo  to  intrude  themselves  into 
field  came  to  Tanjore,  and  delivered  the  rajah  the  presence  of  the  princes  uf  the  country,  and 
two  letters  from  the  then  govemour,  Mr.  to  treat  them  with  such  fi-eedom^  he  said, 
Btratton,  one  public,  and  the  other  private;  Certainly  it  is  not;  less  there  than  In  any 
he  demanded  an  immediate  account  of  the  other  country. — Being  asked,  Wheiher  tha 
presents  which  had  been  made  to  Lord  Pigot,  kmg  of  Tanjore  has  no  ministers  tc  whom 
payment  of  the  tunkahs,  which  he  (Mr.  Ban-  application  might  be  made  to  traosta  ittdb 
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btasinen  m  Mr.  Benfield  ud  Comroo  had  to  But  t.though  it  it  not  our  opinion  that  uj 

do  in  dM  country?  be  said,  Undoubtedly ;  hia  fiirther  claim  ahoold  be  made  on  the  rajah,  m 

minister  is  the  person  ythoae  province  it  is  to  his  share  of  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the 

transact  that  business^— Being  askedi  Beibie  late  war,  it  is  by  no  means  our  intention  in 

the  invasion  of  the  British  troops  into  Tamore,  any  manner  to  affect  the  just  claim  which  the 

what  would  have  been  the  oonsequence,  if  Mr.  nabob  has  on  the  rajah  tot  the  arrears  due  to 

Benfield  had  intruded  himself  into  the  rajah's  him  on  account  of  peshcush,  for  the  regular 

presence,  and  behaved  in  that  manner?   be  payment  of  which  we  became  guarantee  by 

■aid.  He  could  not  say  what  would  have  been  the  treaty  of  176S ;    but  we  ^ve  already 

tfM  consequence ;  but  the  attempt  would  have  expressed  to  you  our  hopes  that  the  nabob  may 

been  madness,  and  could  not  liave  happened^-*  be  induced  to  allow  these  arrears  and  the 

Being  asked,  Whether  the  rajah  had  not  par-  growing  payments,  ythea  due,  to  be  received 

ticular  exceptions  to  Comroo,  and  thought  be  by  the  company,  and  carried  in  discharge  of 

had  betrayed  him  in  very  essential  points?  ho  his  debt  to  us.    Tou  are  at  the  same  time  to 

said,  Yes,  he  had.^-Being  asked.  Whether  use  every  means  to  convince  him,  that  when 

the  rajah  has  not  been  apprixed  that  the  conn  this  debt  shall  be  discharged,  it  is  our  inten* 

pany  have  made  stipulations,  that  their  ser-  tion,  as  we  are  bound  by  the  above  treaty,  to 

vants  shoukl  not  interfere  in  the  concerns  of  exert  ourselves  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  to 

his  government?   he  said.  Ha  signified  it  to  insure  the  constant  and  regular  payment  of  it 

the  rajah,  that  it  was  the  oompaay's  positive  into  his  own  hands. 

orders,  and  that  any  of  their  servants  so  inter-  We  observe,  by  the  |Jan  sent  to  us  by  oar 

fSn-ing  would  incur  their  highest  displeasure.  govemour  of  Fort  Sc  George,  on  the  90th 

October,  1781,  th&t  an  arrangement  is  there 

— -  proposed,  ibr  the  receipt  of  those  anmurs  front 

the  rajah,  in  three  years. 

APPENDIX,  No.  8. .  We  are  unable  to  decide  how  far  this  pro- 
posal may  be  consistent  with  the  present  state 

Referred  to  from  p.  407,  &e.  of  the  rajah's  resources ;  but  we  direct  you  to 

use  all  proper  means  to  bring  these  arrears  to 

Commudonen  amended  daueeijhr  the  Fhrt  8L  account  as  soon  as  possible,  consistently  with 

Oeergt  diepatdif  rdative  to  the  mdeiermmate  a  due  attention  to  this  consideration. 


r^hu  and  prHentiom  qf  the  tuiob  qf  Areot^ 

and  rofoh  qf  Tai^jare,  Clause  H. 

Tou  will  observe,  that  by  the  S8th  section 

Iir  our  letter  of  the  28th  January  last,  we  of  the  late  act  of  parliament,  it  is  enacted,  that 

stated  the  reasonableness  of  our  e]q>ectatioo  ibr  settling  upon  a  permanent  foundation  the 

that  certain  contributions  towards  the  expenses  present  indeterminate  rights  of  the  nabob  of 

of  the  war,  shoukl  be  made  by  the  rajah  of  Aroot  and  the  rajah  of  Tanjore,  with  respect 

Tanjore.    Since  writing  that  l^tor,  we  have  to  each  other,  we  ^uki  take  into  our  imme- 

received  one  from  the  rajah,  of  the  15th  of  diate   consideration   the   said   indeterminate 

October  last,  which  contains  at  length  his  re-  rights  and  pretensions,  and  take  and  pursue 

presentations  of  his  inability  to  make  such  such  measures  as  in  our  judgment  and  discro- 

Ihrthor  payment.    We  think  it  unnecessary  tion  shall  be  best  calculated  to  ascertain  and 

here  to  di^uss  whether  these  representations  settle  the  same  according  to  the  principles,  and 

■re  or  are  not  exaggerated,  because,  from  the  the  terms  and  stipulations  contained  in  the 

^^.nxpbnations  we  have  given  of  our  wishes  for  treaty  of  1763,  between  the  said  nabob  and  the 

%  new  arrangement  in  future,  both  with  the  said  rajah. 

■■bob  of  Arcot,  and  the  rajah  ofr  Tanjore,  and  On  a  retrospect  of  tho  proceedmgs  trans- 
IIm  directions  we  have  given  you  to  carry  that  mitted  to  us  from  your  presidency,  en  the  sub- 
arrangement  into  execution,  we  think  it  impo-  ject  of  the  disputes  which  have  heretofore 
Ihac  to  insist  upon  any  demands  upon  the  rajah  arisen  between  the  nabob  and  the  rajah,  we 
for  the,  expenses  of  the  late  war,  beyond  the  find  the  following  points  remain  unadjusted,  vn. 
■om  of  four  lacs  of  pagodas  annually ;  such  a  1st.  Whether  the  jaghire  of  Araee  shall  be 
demand  might  tend  to  interrupt  the  harmony  enjoyed  by  the  nabob,  or  delivered  up  either  to 
which  ^KMild  prevail  between  the  company  and  the  rajah,  or  the  descendants  of  Tremaul  Row, 
the  rajah,  and  impede  the  great  objects  of  the  the  late  jaghiredar. 

general  system  we  have  already  so  folly  ex-  2d.  Whether  the  fort  and  district  of  Ham^ 

plained  to  you.  niantagoody,  which  is  admitted  by  both  paiti«r 
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10  be  within  the  Marawar,  ought  to  be  pos-  king  it,  those  disputes  camiot  in  our  oompr^ 

gawed  by  the  nabob,  or  to  be  delivered  up  by  henaioo  fall  within  the  line  of  description  of 

him  to  the  rajah.  rights  and  pretensions  to  be  now  aaoortained 

Sd.  To  whom  the  govemroent  share  of  the  and  settled  by  us,  according  to  any  of  tbo 

crop  of  Uie  Tanjoro  country,  of  the   year  terms  and  stipulations  of  it. 

177S-6,  properly  belongs.  In  respect  to  the  jaghire  of  Amee,  wo  do 

Lastly,  VVhether  the  rajah  has  a  right,  by  not  find  that  our  reeords  afford  us  any  sclit- 

onge  sind  custom,  or  ought,  from  the  necessity  fibctory  information  by  what  title  the  rtjkh 

of  the  case,  to  be  permitted  to  repair  such  part  claims  it,  or  what  degree  of  relationship  or 

ofthe  Anicut,or  damand  banksof  the  Cairery,  connection  has  si^isted  between  the  rajah 

•■  lie  within  the  district  of  Trichinopoly,  and  and  the  killidar  of  Amee,  save  only  that  by 

to  take  earth  and  sand  in  the  Trichinopoly  ter-  the  treaty  of  1762  the  former  became  the 

ritory,  for  the  repairs  of  the  dam  aiKi  banks  surety  for  Tremaul  Row's  performance  of  his 

within  either  or  both  of  those  districts.  engagements  specified  therein,  aa  the  condi- 

In  order  to  obtain  a  complete  knowledge  of  tions  for  his  restoration  to  that  jaghiro ;  on  ths 

tb»  facts  and  circumstances  relative  to  the  death  of  Tremaul  Row  we  perceive  that  he  was 

several  points  in  dispute,  and  how  far  they  are  succeeded  by  his  widow,  and  after  her  doath, 

eonnected  with  the  treaty  of  1 762,  we  have  with  by  his  grandson  Seneewasarow,  both  of  whom 

peal  circumspection  examined  into  all  the  were  admitted  to  the  jaghire  by  the  nabob. 

materials  before  us  on  these  subjects,  and  will  From  your  minutes  of  oonsidtation  of  the 

proceed  to  state  to  you  the  result  cf  our  in-  SIst  October,  1770,  and  the  nabob's  letter  to 

quiries  and  delibwations.  the  president,  of  the  21st  Maroh^  1771,  and 

The  objects  of  the  treaty  of  1762,  appear  to  the  two  letters  from  rajah  Becrbur,  Atchenur 

be  restricted  to  the  arrears  of  tribute  to  be  Punt  (who,  we  presume,  was  then  the  nabob's 

paid  to  the  nabob  for  his  past  claims,  and  to  manager  at  Arcot)   of*  the  16th   and   IStb 

the  quantum  of  the  rajah's  future  tribute  or  March,  referred  to  in  the  nabob's  letter,  and 

pc^ciish ;   the  cancelling  of  a  certain  bond  transmitted  therewith  to  the    president,  we 

given  by  the  rajah's  father  to  the  &ther  of  observe  that,  previous  to  the  trea^  of  1762, 

the  nabob ;  the  confirmation  to  the  rajah  of  the  Mr.  Pigot  concurred  in  the  expediency  of  ths 

districts  of  Coveladdy  and  Elangaud,  and  the  nabob's  taking  possessicm  of  this  jaghire,  oo 

restoration  of  Tremaul  Row  to  his  jaghire  of  account   of  the  troublesome  and  refractoiy 

Amee,  in  condosconsion  to  the  rajah's  request,  behaviour  of  the  Amee  braminees,  by  thett 

upon  certain  stipulations,  viz.   That  the  fort  affording  protection  to  all  disturbers ;  who,  by 

of  Amee  and  Doby  Gudy  should  be  retained  reason  of  the  little  distance  between  Amee 

by  tne  nabob  ;  that  Tremaul  Row  should  not  and  Arcot,  fled  to  the  former,  and  were  there 

erect  any  fortress,  walled  pagoda,  or  other  protected,  and  not  given  up,  though  demanded, 

strong  hold,  nor  any  wall  round  his  dwelling  That  though  the  jaghire  was  restored  ir. 

boose,  exceeding  eight  feet  high,  or  two  feet  1762,  it  was  done  under  such  conditions  wad 

diick ;  and  should  in  all  things  behave  himself  restrictions  as  were  thcnj^t  best  calculated  to 

with  due  obedience  to  the  govemment ;  and  preserve  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  place, 

dmt  he  should  pay  yearly,  in  the  month  of  and  due  obedience  t-  the  government. 

Joiy,  unto  the  nabob  rr  his  successors,  the  That  nevertheless  the  braminees  (qaarreliing 

aum  often  thousan-l  rupees,  the  rajah  thereto  among  themselves)  did  afterwards,  n  express 

becoming  the  security  lor  Tremaul  Row,  that  violation  of  the  treaty,  enlist  and  assemble 

be  should  in  all  things  demean  and  behave  many  thousand  seapoys,  and  other  troops;  thai 

Mmself  accordingly,  and  pay  yearly  the  stipi>>  they  erected  gaddies,  pjmI  other  small  forts, 

lated  sum.  provided  themselves  witn  wall  piecesi  sma« 

Upon  a  review  of  this  treaty,  the  only  point  gtms,  and  other  warlike  stores,  and  rfisad 
now  in  dispute,  which  appears  to  us  to  be  so  troubles  and  disturbances  in  tlie  neighbourhood 
imm«diatcly  connected  with  it,  as  to  bring  it  of  the  city  of  Arcot,  and  the  forts  vf  Amee, 
within  the  strict  line  of  our  duty  to  ascertain  and  Shaw  Gaddy  ;  and  that  finally  they  im 
and  settle,  according  to  the  terms  and  stipuia-  prnoned  the  hircarrahs  of  the  ni^4>b,  usnt  with 
•Ions  of  the  treaty,  is  that  respecting  Amee.  his  letters  and  instructions,  ir.  ;ju:suanco  of 
For  although  the  other  points  enumerated  may  the  advice  of  your  board,  to  r*  q-ih^e  certain  of 
in  some  respects  have  a  relation  to  that  treaty,  the  braminees  to  repair  to  Si':  nabob  at  Che- 
yet  as  they  are  foreign  to  the  purposes  expres-  pauik,  and  though  percm*«t'«rly  required  to 
ead  in  it,  and  could  not  be  in  the  contemplation  repair  thither,  paid  no  'agA'l  to  those,  or  Ur. 
af  the  contracting  parties  at  the  time  of  ma-  any  other  orders  from  I'ie  ci<x:ajr. 
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By  lilt  ISth  arCiele  oanlained  in  the  iatlLno-  Umi  Bltboug^  Um  bond  puMd  no  mch 

liflot  gmnlij  the  nabob  to  Mr.  Diipr6,  m  Um  lotion,  ytl  your  prendent,  in  bio  latter  to  the 

bnoit  tx  nofottming  the  treaty  made  with  the  nabob,  of  the  aOth  July,  and  S4th  Augnit, 

nyab  in  1771,  the  nabob  required  that  the  called  upon  hii  hifhnoM  to  give  up  the  poeeee 

Anieo  diatrict  should  be  delivered  up  to  the  sion  of  Amee  to  the  rajah ;  and  the  n^*^  him- 

aivear,  because  the  bramineea  had  broken  the  aelf,  in  aereral  lettera  lo  us,  particularly  in 

eooditions  which  they  were  to  have  observed,  those  of  Slst  October,  1776,  and  the  7th  of 

In  the  answers  given  by  the  rajah  to  these  pro-  June,  1777,  expressed  his  expectation  of  our 

positions,  he  says,  '*  I  am  to  give  up  to  the  cir-  orders  for  delivering  up  that  fort  and  district 

car  the  jaghire  district  of  Amee ;"  and  on  the  to  him ;  and  so  recently  as  the  15th  of  OcUk 

7th  of  November,  1771,  the  rajah,  by  letter  to  ber,  1783,  he  reminds  us  of  his  former  appli- 

SiMieewasarow,  who  appears  by  your  consul-  cation,  and  states,  that  the  country  of  Amee 

tations  and  country  correspondence  to  have  being  guaranteed  to  him  by  the  company,  it 

been  the  grandson  of  Tremaui  Row,  and  to  of  course  is  his  right ;  but  that  it  has  not  been 

have  been  put  in  possession  of  the  ja^ire  at  given  up  to  him,  and  he  therefore  eamestly 

your   recommendation  (on  the  dea^  of  his  entreats  our  orders  for  putting  him  into  the  po^ 

grandmother)  writes,  acquainting  him,  that  he  session  of  it.    We  also  observe  by  your  letter 

had  given    the   Amee  country   then   in  his  of  the  14th  of  October,  1779,  that  the  rajah  had 

(Seneewasarow's)  possession,  to  the  nabob,  not  then  accounted  for  the  nabob^s  peshcush 

to  whose  aumildars  Seneewasarow  was  to  do-  since  his  restoration,  but  had  assigned  as  a 

liver  up  the  possession  of  the  country.     And  reason  for  his  withdrawing  it,  that  the  nabob 

in  your  letter  to  us  of  the  28th  February,  1772,  had  retained  from  him  the  district  of  Amee, 

you  certified  the  district  of  Amee  to  be  one  of  with  a  certain  other  district  (Hanaroantagoody) 

the  countries  acquired  by  this  treaty,  and  to  which  is  made  the  subject  of  another  part  of 

be  of  the  estimated  value  of  two  lacs  of  ni-  our  present  dispatches. 
pees  per  annum.  We  have  thus  stated  to  you  the  rKsult  of 

In  our  orders,  dated  the  12th  April,  1775,  our  inquiry  into  the  grounds  of  the  dispute 

tve  declared  our  detemiination  to  replace  the  relative  to  Amee ;  and  as  the  research  has 

ra^ah  upon  the  throne  of  his  ancestors,  up<m  offered  no  evidence  in  support  of  the  rajah'f 

certain  terms  and  conditions,  to  be  agreed  claim,  nor  even  any  lights  whereby  we  can 

vpoa  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  himself  and  the  discover  in  what  degree  of  relatiorikhip,  by 

company,  without  infringing  the  rights  of  the  consanguinity,  cast,  or  other  circunwlances 

nabob.     We  declared,  that  our  faith  stood  the  rajah  now  stands,  or  formerly  stood,  with 

pledged  by  the  treaty  of  1762,  to  obtain  pay-  the  killidar  of  Arnee,  or  the  nature  of  hin  con- 

ment  of  the  rajah's  tribute  to  the  nabob ;  and  nection  with,  or  command  over,  that  district 

that  fur  the  ensuring  such  payment  the  fort  of  or  the  authority  he  exercised  or  assumed  pr^ 

Tanjore  should  be  garrisoned  by  our  troops,  vious  to  the  treaty  of  1771,  we  should  think 

We  directed  that  you  should  pay  no  regard  to  ourselves  highly  reprehensible  in  complying 

the  article  of  the  treaty  of  1771,  which  ro-  with  the  rajah's  request;  and  the  more  so,  as 

■pected  the  alienation  of  part  of  the  rajah's  it  is  expressly  stated,  in  the  treaty  of  1762, 

dominions ;  and  wo  declared,  that  if  the  nabob  that  this  fort  and  district  were  then  in  the  poe- 

had  not  a  just  title  to  those  territories  before  session  of  the  nabob,  as  well  as  the  person  of 

the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  we  denied  that  the  jaghiredar,  on  account  of  his  disobedience, 

he  obtained  any  right  thereby,  except  such  and  were  restored  him  by  the  nabob,  in  conde^ 

temp<»ary  sovereignty,  for  securing  the  pay-  ccnsion  to  the  rajah's  request,  upon  such  terms 

ment  of  his  expenses,  as  is  tlierein  mentioned,  and  stipulations  as  could  not,  in  our  judgment, 

These  instructions  ap|>ear  to  have  been  ex-  have  been  imposed  by  the  one,  or  submitted  to 

ecuted  in  the  month  of  April,  1766  ;  and  by  by  the  other,  if  the  sovereignty  of  the  one,  or 

your  letter  of  the  14th  May  following,  you  the  dependency  of  the  other,  had  been  at  thwt 

certified  to  us,  that  the  rajah  had  been  put  time  a  matter  of  doubt. 
into  the  possession  of  the  whole  country  his        Although  these  materials  have  not  furnished 

father  held  in  1762,  when  the  treaty  was  con-  us  with  evidence  in  support  of  the   rajah's 

ckided  with  the  nabob ;  but  wo  do  not  find  that  cUim,  they  are  fiir  from  satisfactory,  to  evince 

you  came  to  any  resolution  either  antecedent  the  justice  of,  or  the  political  necessity  fa , 

or  sul»equent  to  tliis  advice,  either  for  ques-  the  nabob's  continuing  to  withhold  the  jaghLe 

tioning  or  impeaching  the  right  of  the  nabob  to  from  the  descendants  of  Tremaui  Row ;    his 

the  sovereignty  of  Amee,  or  expressive  of  any  hereditary  right  to  that  jaghire  seems  to  us  to 

Buubt  of  his  title  to  it.    Nevertheless  wo  find,  have  been  fully  rccognr^  by  the  slipulaiiooa 
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•r  the  treaty  of  1782,  and  to  little  doubted,  tlie  treaty  of  1762.    We  haye  referred  at  web 

liiat  on  his  death,  his  widow  was  admitted  by  to  those  papers  as  to  all  the  other  proceecfiiifs 

the  nabob  to  hold  it,  on  account,  as  may  be  on  this  subject,  and  must  coofeas  they  fall  very 

presumed,  of  the  nonage  of  his  grandson  and  short  of  demonstrating  to  us  the  tndh  of  that 

Mir,  Seneewasarow,  who  appears  to  hare  been  Act.    And  we  find,  by  the  secret  consnhationB 

confirmed  in  the  jaghire,  on  her  death,  by  the  of  Fort  William,  of  the  7th  of  August,  ITIt, 

nabob,  as  the  linral  heir  and  successor  to  his  that  the  same  doubt  was  Mitertained  by  ov 

grandfather.  govemour  general  and  oounciL 

With  respect  to  Seneewasarow,  it  does  not  But  whether,  in  pomt  cf  fret,  the  late  rajah 

appear,  by  any  of  the  proceedings  in  our  pos-  ^w  or  was  not  in  possession  of  Hanamanta- 

■esaion,  that  he  was  concerned  in  the  miscon-  goody,  in  1788,  it  is  notorious  that  the  nabob 

dnct  of  the  braminees,  complained  of  by  the  had  always  claimed  the  dominion  of  the  ooun- 

nabob  in  the  year  1770,  which  rendered  it  ne-  tries  of  which  this  fort  and  district  are  a  part, 

eenary  for  his  highness  to  take  the  ja^ire  We  obsenre,  that  the  nabob  is  now  in  the 

into  his  own  hands,  or  that  he  was  privy  to,  or  Actoal  possession  cf  this  fort  and  district ;  and 

oonld  have  prevented  those  disturbances.  we  are  not  warranted,  by  any  document  we 

We  therefore  direct,  that  if  the  heir  of  Tre-  have  seen,  to  concur  with  the  wishes  of  the  ra 

■aul  Row  is  not  at  present  in  possession  of  jab  to  dispossess  him. 

the  jaghire,  and  has  not,  by  any  violation  of  With  regard  to  the  government  share  of  the 

Ihe  treaty,  or  act  of  disobedience,  incurred  a  crop  of  1775-6,  we  observe  by  the  dobeer's 

fcrfeiture  thereof,  he  be  forthwith  restored  to  memorandinn,  recited  in  your  eouaultations  of 

die  possession  of  it,  according  to  the  terms  and  the  13th  of  May,  1776,  that  it  vras  ti»  ests 

stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  17^.    But  if  any  blished  custom  of  the  Tanjore  country  to  ^ 

powerful  motive  of  regard  to  the  peace  and  ther  in  the  harvest,  and  complete  the  cofiectioni 

tranquillity  of  the  Camatic  shall  in  your  judg-  within  the  month  of  March;  but  that,  for  the 

ment  render  it  expedient  to  suspend  the  exe-  causes  therein  particularly  stated,  the  harvest 

eution  of  these  orders,  in  that  case  you  are  (ukI  of  course  the  coDection  of  the  govern 

with  all  convenient  speed  to  transmit  to  us  your  moot  share  of  the  crop)  was  delayed  till  the 

proceedings  thereupon,  with  the  fiill  state  of  month  o£  March  viras  over.    We  a^  obaerve, 

the  fitcts,  and  of  the  reasons  which  have  actua-  that  the  rajah  was  not  restored  to  his  kingdom 

ted  your  conduct.  until  the  11th  of  April,  1776 ;  and  from  hence 

We  have  before  given  it  as  our  opinion  that  we  infer,  that  if  the  harvest  tmA  collection  had 

the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  1762  do  not  been  finished  at  the  usual  time,  the  nabob 

apply  to  the  points  remaining  to  be  decided,  (being  then  the   sovereign  of  the  country) 

Bat  the  late  act  of  parliament  having,  from  would  have  received  the  full  benefit  of  tbit 

Che  nature  of  our  connection  with  the  two  year's  crop. 

powers  of  the  Camatic,  pomted  out  the  expe-  Although  the  harvest  and  collection  were 

diency,  and  even  necessity,  of  settling  the  so-  delayed  beyond  the  usual  time,  yet  we  find 

veral  matters  in  dispute  between  them,  by  a  l^  the  prociMxlings  of  your  government,  and 

^loedy  and  permanent  arrangement,  we  now  particularly  by  Mr.  Mackajrs  minute  of  the 

proceed  to  give  you  our  instrucMons  upon  the  29th  of  May,  1776,  and  also  by  the  dobeer*8 

several  other  heads  of  disputes  befir^  enu-  account,  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  grain 

merated.  was  cut  down  whibt'the  nabob  ressained  in 

With  respect  to  the  fbrt  and  district  of  Ha-  the  govenunent  of  the  country, 

namantagoody,  we  observe  that  on  the  resto-  It  is  difficult,  Gmm  the  contradictoiy  aOcga- 

ration  of  the  rajah  in  1776,  you  informed  us  tions  on  the  subject,  to  ascertain  wtM  was  the 

in  your  letter  of  the  14th  of  May — "  That  the  precise  amount  of  the  collections  made  after 

rajah  had  been  put  into  possession  of  the  whole  the  nabob  ceased  to  have  the  possession  cf  the 

of  the  country  his  father  held  in  1762  when  the  country.    But  whatever  it  was,   it  appean 

treaty  was  concluded  with  the  nabob;"   and  from  General  Stuart's  letter  of  the  Sd  of  April, 

on  the  25ih  of  June  you  came  to  the  resolution  1777,  that  it  had  been  asserted  with  good 

of  patting  the  rajah  into  possession  of  Hana-  authority,  that  the  far  greater  part  of  the  go- 

mantagoody,  on  the  ground  of  its  appearing  on  vemment  riiare  of  the  crop  was  plundered  by 

reference  4o  the  nabob's   instructions'  to  Mr.  individuals,  and  never  came  to  aooomt  in  tiie 

DupF6  in  June  1762,  to  his  reply,  and  to  the  rajah's  treasury. 

nyah's  representations  of  25th  March,  1771 ;  Under  all  the  circimistances  of  this  case,  mi 

tint  Haniunantagoody  was    actually  in    the  must  be  of  opinion,  that  the  government  share 

bands  of  the  late  rajah  at  the  time  of  making  of  the  crop  of  1776  belonged  to  the  nabob,  a 
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t^  Uien  reigaing  sovereign  of  the  kingdom  of    and  time  to  KimMlC"    Subsequent  reprea— 

Tanjore,  he  being (2e/aeto,  in  the  fiill  and  abao-  tations  appear  to  have  been  made  to  the  rajah 

hila  possession  of  the  government  thereof,  and  bj  your  government  oo  the  same  subject,  in 

ooosequently  that  the  assignments  made  by  fiMrour  of  the  nabob's  mortgages, 

him  of  the  government  share  of  the  crop  were  In  answer  to  these  applications,  the  rajah, 

filid.  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Stratton,  of  the  Uth  Jih 

Nevertheless,  we  would  by  no  means  be  un-  noary,  1777,  acquainted  you,  "  that  he  had 

dentood  by  this  opinion  to  suggest,  that  any  given  orders  respecting  the  grain  which  Mr. 

farther  demands  ought  to  be  made  upon  the  Benfield  had  heaped  up  in  his  country ;  and 

n^,  in  respect  of  such  part  of  the  govern-  with  regard  to  the  money  due  to  him  by  the 

wmA  share  of  the  crop  as  were  collected  by  his  farmers,  that  he  had  desired  Mr.  Benfield  to 

people.  bring  accounts  of  it,  that  he  might  limit  a  time 

For,  on  the  contrary,  aAor  so  great  a  length  ibr  the  payment  of  it,  proportiooably  to  their 

of  time  as  hath  elapsed,  wo  should  think  it  ability,  and  that  the  necessary  orderr  for  Oofh 

hi^ly  unjust  that  the  rajah  should  be  now  com-  ping  diis  money  out  (^  the  inhabit^ints'  share 

pcHed,  either  to  pay  the  supposed  balances,  of  the  crop,  had  been  sent  to  the  ryots  and 

whatever  they, may  be,  or  bo  called  upon  to  aumiUars;  that  Mr.  Benfield's  gomaJstah  was 

render  a  specific  account  of  thecoUectioo  made  then  present  there,  and  oversaw  his  affairs  ; 

by  his  people.  and  that  in  every  thing  that  was  just  he  (the 

The  rajah  has  ah'eady,  in  his  letter  to  Goven-  n^)   willingly  obeyed  our  govemour  and 

Dour  Stratton,  of  the  2Ist  of  April,  1777,  given  council." 

bis  assurance,  that  the  produce  of  the  prece-  Our  opinion  being,  that  the  rajah  ought  to 

Ijag  year,  accounted  ibr  to  him,  waa  little  more  bo  answerable  for  no  more  than  the  amount 

than  one  lac  of  pagodas ;  and  as  you  have  ao-  of  what  he  admits  was  collected  by  his  people 

luainted  us,  by  your  letter  of  the  14th  of  Octo-  for  the  government  share  of  the  crop ;  and  the 

lor,  1779,  that  the  rajah  has  actually  paid  into  proceedings  before  us  not  sufficiently  explaining 

nr  treasury  one  lac  of  pagodas,  by  way  of  de-  whether,  in  the  sum  which  the  rajah,  by  his 

MMti,  on  account  of  the  nabob's  claims  to  the  before-mentioned  letter  of  the  21st  April,  1777, 

irop,  till  our  sentiments  should  be  known,  we  admits  to  have  collected,  are  included  those 

liract  you  to  surcease  any  further  demands  parts  ofthe  government  share  ofthe  crop  which 

kvm  the  rajah  oo  that  account  were  taken  by  bis  people  from  Mr.  BenfieU, 

We  learn  by  the  proceedings,  and  particu-  or  fiom  any  other  of  the  assignees,  or  tuncaw- 

iiiy  by  the  nabob's  letter  to  Lord  Pigot,  of  the  holders ;  and  uninformed  as  we  also  are,  what 

tch  of  July,  1776,  that  the  nabob,  previous  to  compensation  the  rajiih  has  or  has  not  noads 

Im  restoration  of  tlie  rajah,  actually  made  as-  to  Mr.  Benfield,  or  any  other  of  the  parties 

i^nncnts,  or  granted  luncaws  ofthe  whole  of  from  whom  the  grain  was  taken  by  the  r^ah's 

lis  share  ol  the  crop  to  his  creditors  and  troops;  people ;  or  whether,  by  means  of  the  rajah's 

ad  that  your  government  (entertaining  the  refia8alsotodo,<Mr  from  any  other  circumstance, 

aB0  opinion  as  we  do  upon  the  question  of  any  of  the  persons  dispossessed  of  their  grain, 

Iplic  to  that  share)  by  letter  to  the  rajah  of  may  havo  had  recourse  to  the  iMbob  for  satis- 

be  80th  of  August,  1776,  recommended  to  him  faction;  we  are,  for  these  reasons,  incompe- 

I  lo  restore  to  Mr.  Benfield  (one  of  the  prin-  tent  to  form  a  proper  judgment  what  disposi- 

ipal  assignees  or  timcaw-holders  of  the  na-  tion  ought  in  justice  to  be  made  of  the  one 

i4>)  the  grain  of  the  last  year,  which  was  in  lac  of  pagodas  deposited  by  the  rajah.    But 

M  possession  of  his  people,  and  said  to  be  as  our  sentiments  and  intentions  are  so  fuUy 

ifcibly  taken  from  them ;  and  further,  to  give  expressed  upon  the  whole  subject,  we  presume 

(fr.  Benfield  all  reasonable  assistance  in  re-  you,  who  are  upon  the  spot,  can  have  no  doubt 

orering  such  debts  as  should  appear  to  have  or  difficulty  in  making  such  an  application  of 

«en  jintly  due  to  him  from  the  inhabitants;  the  deposit  as  will  be  consistent  with  those 

■d  acquainted   the  rajah,   tliat  it  had  been  principles  nf  justice  whereon  our  sentiments 

Ridged  by  a  majority  of  the  council,  that  it  are  founded.     But  should  any  sudi  difficulty 

ras  the  company's  intention  to  let  the  nabob  suggest  itself,  you  will  suspend  any  application 

A¥e  the  produce  of  the  crop  of  1776,  but  that  of  the  deposit,  tmtil  you  have  fully  explained 

<oa  bad  no  intention  that  the  rajah  should  be  the  same  to  us,  and  hwe  ivceivsd  our  further 

looauntable  for  more  than   the  government  otdrnv. 

fasre,  whatever  that  might  be ;  and  that  you  With  respect  to  the  repairs  of  the  Anicut 

lid  not  mean  to  do  more  than  recommend  to  and  banks  of  the  Cavery,  we  have  upon  vari* 

IBB  to  see  Justice  done,  leaving  the  manner  ous  oecasioos  fully  expressed  to  you  our  aenti* 
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mentf,  and  in  p«rticular,  in  our  general  letter  u  well  ai  the  compaaj,  ia  materiaBy  iitf»< 

of  the  4th  July,  1777,  we  referred  you  to  the  retted. 

inveitigation  tnd  correspendence  on  that  sub-  Should  you  auoceed  in  reoonciliBg  the  nabob 

ject  of  the  year  1764,  and  to  the  report  made  to  this  measure,  we  think  it  but  just,  that  the 

by  Mr.  James  Bourchicr,  on  his  personal  sur-  proposed  lease  shall  remain  no  kiuger  in  fivts 

vey  of  tno  waters,  and  to  soreral  letters  of  the  than  whilst  the  rajah  shall  be  punctual  in  the 

year  1765  and  1767  ;  we  also,  by  our  said  ge-  pajrment  of  the  annual  peshciali  to  (he  nabob 

neral  letter,  acquainted  you,  that  it  appeared  to  as  well  as  the  rent  to  be  reeerrod  ibr  the  ^>cli 

us  perfectly  reasonable  that  the  rajah  should  of  ground.    And  in  order  effectoally  to  remow 

be  permitted  to  repair  those  banks,  and  the  all  future  occasions  of  jealousy  and  compiaiat 

Anient,  in  the  same  manner  as  had  been  prao-  between  the  parties,  that  the  rajah  on  the  one 

tised  in  times  past ;  and  we  directed  you  to  hand  may  be  satisfied  that  all  necesnry  works 

establish  sudi  regulations,  by  reference  to  for-  fi>r  the  cultivation  of  his  country  will  be  made 

mer  usage,  for  keeping  the  said  banks  in  repair,  and  kept  in  repair ;  and  that  the  nabob  on  th« 

^H  would  be  effectual,  and  remove  all  cause  of  other  hand  may  be  satisfied  that  do  encroach- 

plaint  in  future.  ment  on  his  rights  can  be  made,  nor  any  worb 

xVotwithstanding  such  our  mstructions,  the  detrimental  to  the  fertility  of  1^  country  ereo> 

rajah,  in  his  letter  to  us  of  the  15th  October,  ted ;  we  think  it  proper  tbu  it  should  be  recoo- 

1783,  complains  of  the  destruction  of  tlie  ani-  mended  to  the  parties,  as  a  part  of  iho  m^pah 

cut ;  and  as  the  cultivation  of  the  Tanjore  ment  of  this  very  important  point,  that  skiKbl 

country  appears,  by  all  the  surveys  and  reports  engineers,  appointed  by  the  OQai|Muiy,  be  mt- 

of  our  engineers  employed  on  that  service,  to  |iloyed  at  the  rajah's  expense  to  eonduct  all  tbe 

depend  altogether  on  a  supply  of  water  by  the  necessary  works,  with  the  strietnat  attention  to 

Cavery  which  can  only  be  secured  by  keeping  the  respective  rights  and  interests  of  both  par- 

the  Anient  and  banks  in  repair,  we  think  it  ties.    This  will  remove  every  probability  of 

necessary  to  repeat  to  you  our  orders  of  the  injury  or  dispute ;  but  should  either  party  on* 

4th  July,  1777,  on  the  subject  of  those  repairs,  ezpectedly  conceive  thems^ves  to  be  injored. 

And  further,  as  it  appears,  l>y  the  survey  immediate  redress  might  be  obtained  1^  appli- 

and  report  of  Mr.  Pringle,  that  these  repairs  cation  to  the  government  of  Madras,  ttviar 

are  attended  with  a  much  heavier  expense  whose  appointment  the  engineer  will  act,  with- 

when  done  with  materials  taken  from  the  Tan-  out  any  discussion  between  the  parties,  wUck 

jore  district,  than  vnth  those  of  Trichinopoly,  might  disturb  that  harmony  which  it  is  sonnet 

and  that  the  last  mentioned  materials  are  far  the  wish  of  the  company  to  establidi  and  pr^ 

preferable  to  the  other,  it  is  our  order,  that  serve,  as  essential  to  the  prosperity  and  peaes 

if  any  occurrences  should  make  it  necessary  of  the  Camatic 

or  expedient,  you  apply  to  the  nabob  in  our  Having  now,  in  obedience  to  the  direelkw 

name,  to  desire  that  his  highness  will  permit  of  the  act  of  parliament,  upon  the  fullest  con* 

proper  spots  of  ground  to  be  set  out,  and  sideration  of  the  indeterminate  rights  and  pr^ 

bounded  by  proper  marks  on  the  Trichinopoly  tensions  of  the  nabob  and  rajah,  pointed  oat 

side,  where  the  rajah  and  his  people  may  at  all  such  measures  and  arrangements  as  in  oar 

times  take  sand  imd  earth  sufficient  for  these  judgment  and  discretion  will  be  best  **ali^^la*fil 

repairs ;  and  that  his  highness  will  grant  his  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  same,  we  hope,  tkat 

lease  of  such  spots  of  land  for  a  certain  term  upon  a  candid  consideration  of  the  whole  up- 

of  years  to  the  company,  at  a  reasonable  an-  tem,  although  each  of  the  parties  may  fed  di»> 

nual  rent,  to  the  intent  that  through  you  the  appointed  in  our  decision  on  particular  poinis, 

cultivation  of  the  Tanjore  country  may  be  so*  they  will  be  convinced  that  we  have  be« 

cured,  without  infiringing  or  impairing  the  rights  guided  in  our  investigation  by  principles  of 

of  the  nabob.  strict  justice  and  impartiality,  and  that  das 

If  any  attempts  have  been,  or  shall  be  here-  most  anxious  attention  has  been  paid  to  tbs 

after  made  to  divert  the  water  from  the  Cavery  substantial  interests  of  both  parties,  and  sodi 

into  the  Coleroon,  by  ocmtracting  the  current  g^  a  general  comprehensive  plain  of  arrangeosrai 

the  Upper  or  Lower  Cavery,  by  planting  long  proposed,  as  will  most  ^ectually  prevent  aL 

grass,  as  mentioned  in  Mr.  Pringle's  report,  or  future  dissatisfaction, 

by  any  other  means,  we  have  no  doiibt  his  Approved  by  the  board, 

highness,  on  a  proper  representation  to  him  in  HENRY  DUNDAS, 

our  name,  will  prevent  his  people  from  taking  WhiUhaU,            WALSINGHAM, 

any  measures  detrimental  to  the  Tanjore  coun*  Odaher  27, 1784.       W.  W.  GRENVII«L& 

tiy,  in  the  prosperity  of  which  his  highness,  MULQRAVE. 
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APPENDIX,  No.  9.  Britirii  lagidslura  fer  the  liqnUatioa  of  diOM 

lUfeimd  to  fram  p.  4Di,  and  406.  ai  we  ahaB  A«w|flar  aMfci ,  under  the  antbority 

of  that  fKorMoa  for  the  liqindatioa  and  adjoau 
qfa  letter  from  the  Court  ofDireeton^     ment  of  the  aaid  debts,  hemAJUk  incnrrad,  ahol! 
la  fte  AnaAdml  ami  CenneU  if  Fart  8t,    be  carried  into  full  (bcee  and  efiecL 
Cfeorge,  <u  amended  and  apprmoed  by  the        Should  any  difficulty  arise  between  h  is  high> 
Board  of  Coniroul,  nees  and  our  government  of  Fort  St.  George, 


in  respect  to  the  retponnbiUty  <ifthe  mmear  < 

We  have  taken  into  our  consideration  the  rify,  or  the  tiroes  and  terms  of  the  instalments, 

several  advices  and  papers  received  from  India,  it  is  our  pleasure  that  you  pay  obedience  to 

relative  to  the  assignment  of  the  revenues  of  the  orders  and  resolutions  of  our  goveraour 

the  Camatic,  from  ttie  eonclusion  of  the  Ben-  general  and  council  of  Bengal  in  respect  thereto, 

eal  treaty  to  the  dale  of  your  letter  in  October  not  doubting  but  the  nalx>b  will  in  such  case 

1783,  together  with  the  representations  of  the  consent  to  abide  by  the  determination  of  our 

nabob  of  the  Camatic  upon  that  subject ;  and  said  supreme  government, 

ahhough  we  might  contend,  that  the  agreement  Although,  trom   the  great  confidence   we 

nhould  subsist  till  we  are  fully  reimbursed  hie  repose  in  the  honour  and  integrity  of  the  nabob, 

highness's  profiortion  of  the  expenses  of  the  and  from  an  earnest  desire  not  to  mibject  him 

««rar,  yet  from  a  principle  of  moderation  and  per-  to  any  embarrassment  on  this  occasion,  we 

sK>nal  attachment  to  our  old  ally,  his  highness  have  not  proposed  any  specific  assignmrat  of 

the  nabob  of  the  Camatic,  for  whose  digniQr  territory  or  revenue  for  securing  the  payments 

ftnd  happiness  we  are  ever  solicitous,  and  to  aforesaid,  we  nevertheless  think  it  our  duty,  as 

cement  more  strongly,  if  possible,  that  mutual  well  to  the  private  o^itors,  whose  interests 

harmony  and  confidence  whidi  our  connection  in  this  respect  have  been  so  solemnly  intrusted 

makes  so  essentially  necessary  for  our  recipro-  to  us  by  the  late  act  of  parliament,  as  from  re- 

cal  safety  and  welfare,  and  for  removing  from  gard  to  the  debt  due  to  the  company,  to  insist 

hie  mind  every  idea  of  neeret  design  on  our  part  on  a  declaration,  that  in  the  event  of  the  faihire 

to  leeeen  his  authxnity  over  the  internal  gwemf  of  the  sectirity  proposed,  or  in  default  of  pay- 

nuMt  of  the  Camatie,  and  the  collection  and  mcnt  at  the  stipulated  periods,  we  reserve  to 

mdministration  of  its  revenues,  we  have  ro-  ourselves  full  right  to  denumd  of  the  nabob 

•olved  that  the  assignment  shall  bo  surrender-  such  additional  seowrity,  by  assignment  on  hia 

cd ;  and  we  do  accordingly  direct  our  president,  country,  as  riiall  be  effectual  for  answering  the 

in  whose  name  the  assignment  was  taken,  tnth»  purposes  of  the  agreement, 

ovlfjefoy,  to  surrender  the  same  to  his  highness.  Afler  having  conciliated  the  mind  of  the 

Bat  while  we  have  adopted  this  resdution,  we  nabob  to  this  measure,  and  adjusted  the  pai^ 

repose  entire  ccxifidcnce  in  his  hi^ness,  that,  ticulars,  you  are  to  carry  the  same  into  eze* 

actuated  by  the  same  motives  (/liberality,  and  cution  by  a  formal  deed  between  his  highness 

feelings  of  dd  friendship  and  alliance,  he  will  and  the  company,  according  to  tho  tonour  of 

cheerfully  and  instantly  accede  to  such  ar-  these  instractions. 

rangements  as  are  necessary  to  bo  adopted  for  As  the  administration  of  tho  British  intcresta 
our  common  safety,  and  for  preserving  the  re-  and  connections  in  India  has  in  somo  respects 
tpect,  rights,  and  interests  we  enjoy  in  the  assumed  a  new  shape  by  the  late  act  of  paiw 
Camatic.  The  following  arc  tho  heuls  and  liament,  and  a  general  peace  in  India  has 
principles  of  such  an  arrangement  as  we  are  been  happily  accomplished,  the  present  appears 
decisively  of  opinion  must  be  adopted  for  these  to  us  to  be  the  proper  period,  and  which  ean- 
porposes,  viz.  not  without  great  imprudence  be  omitted,  to 
That  for  making  a  provision  fur  discharging  settle  and  arrange,  by  a  just  and  equitable 
die  nabob's  just  debts  to  the  company  and  treaty,  a  p.an  for  the  future  defence  and  pro- 
individuals  (for  the  payment  of  which  his  high-  tcction  of  the  Camatic,  both  in  time  of  peace 
ness  has  so  frequently  expressed  the  greatest  and  war,  on  a  wAid  and  lasting  foundation, 
solicitude)  the  nabob  tihall  give  aouear  securiiy  For  the  accomplishment  of  this  great  and 
for  the  punctual  payment^  by  instalments,  into  necessary  object,  we  direct  you,  in  the  nanm 
the  company's  treasury,  of  twelve  lacs  of  of  the  company,  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours 
pagodas  per  aiuium  (as  voluntarily  proposed  by  to  impress  the  expediency  of,  and  the  good 
lus  highness)  until  those  debts,  with  interest,  effects  to  be  derived  from,  this  measure^  so 
shall  be  discharged ;  and  shall  also  consent  strongly  upon  the  minds  of  the  nabob  and  the 
\hat  the  equitable  provision  lately  made  by  the  rajah  of  Tanjore,  as  to  prevail  upon  them 
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jointly  or  leparately,  to  enter  into  one  or  more  purposes  than  that  of  defraying  the  expenaea 
treaty  or  treaties  with  the  company,  grounded  of  such  military  operations  as  the  company 
on  this  principle  of  equity,  That  all  the  coo-  may  find  it  necenary  to  carry  on  for  the  con- 
tracting parties  shall  be  bound  to  contribute  mon  safety  of  their  interests  on  the  coast  of 
jointly  to  the  support  of  the  military  force  and  Coromandel. 
garrisons,  as  well  in  peace  as  in  war.  And  to  obviate  any  difficulties  or  misunder* 

That  the  military  peace  establishment  shall  standing  which  mi|^t  arise  from  leaving  inde> 

be  forthwith  settled  and  adjusted  by  the  com-  terminate  the  sum  necessary  to  be  appropri- 

pany,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  and  direo  ated  for  the  civil  establishment  of  each  of  the 

tions  given  to  them  by  the  late  act  of  parlia-  respective  powers,  that  the  sum  be  now  asoer> 

ment.  tained  which  is  indispensably  necessary  to  be 

As  the  pliyment  of  the  troops  and  garrisons,  applied  to  those  purposes,  and  which  is  to  be 

occasional  expenses  in  the  repairs  and  improve-  held  sacred  under  evtry  emergency,  and  set 

ments  of  fortifimtions,  and  other  services  inci-  apart  previous  to  the  application  of  the  rest  of 

dental  to  a  military  establishment,  must  of  the  revenues,  as  hereby  stipulated,  for  the  pur> 

necessity  be  punctual  and  accurate,  no  latitude  poses  of  mutual  or  common  defence  agaiinst 

rtf  personal  assurance  or  reciprocal  confidence  any  enemy,  for  clearing  the  incumbrance  which 

of  either  of  the  parties  on  the  other,  must  be  may  have  become   necessarily   incurred    in 

accepted  or  required ;  but  the  nabob  and  rajah  addition  to  the  expenditure  of  those  revenues 

must  of  necessity  specify  particular  districts  which  must  be  ahotttfe  deemed  part  of  the  wer 

and  revenues  for  securing  the  due  and  regular  ettabH^tmetU.    Thb  we  think  absolutely  necas> 

payment  of  their  contributions  into  the  treasury  sary,  as  nothing  can  tend  so  much  to  the  pr^ 

of  the  company,  with  whom  the  charge  of  the  servation  of  peace,  and  to  prevent  the  renewal 

defence  of  the  coast,  and  of  course  the  power  of  hostilities,  as  the  early  putting  the  finances 

of  the  sword,  must  be  exclusively  intrusted,  of  the  several  powers  upon  a  dear  footing; 

with  power  for  the  company,  in  case  of  failure  and  the  shewing  to  all  other  powers,  that  the 

or  default  of  such  payments,  at  the  stipulated  company,  the  nabob,  and  the  rajah,  are  firmly 

times  and  seasons,  to  enter  upon  and  possess  united  in  one  common  cause,  and  combined 

such  districts,  and  to  let  the  same  to  renters,  in  one  system  of  permanent  and  vigorous  de- 

to  be  confirmed  by  the  nabob  and  the  rajab  fence,  for  the  preservation  of  their  respective 

respectively ;  but  trusting  that  in  the  execution  territories,  and  the  general  tranquillity, 
of  this  part  of  the  arrangement  no'  undue        That  the  whole  aggregate  revenue  of  the 

obstruction  will  be  given  by  either  of  ihoso  contracting  parties  shall,  during  the  war,  be 

powers,  we  direct,  that  this  part  of  the  treaty  under  the  application  of  tiie  company,  and  shafl 

be  coupled  with  a  most  positive  assurance,  on  continue  as  long  after  the  war  ae  ^iaU  be  imosn 

our  part,  of  our  determination  to  support  the  ean/y  to  dudtarge  the  burthens  contraded  tg^it; 

dignity  and  authority  of  the  nabob  and  rajah,  but  it  must  be  declared,  that  this  provisioo 

in  the  exclusive  administration  of  the  civil  shall  in  no  respect  extend  to  deprive  either 

government  and  revenues  of  their  respective  the  nabob  or  the   rajah  of  the   subetantial 

countries;  and  fiirther,  that  in  case  of  oi^  hos-  authority  necessary  to  the  collection  of  the 

tilitycoounitted  against  the  territories  of  either  revenues  of  their  respective  countries.     But 

ofthe  contracting  parties,  on  the  coast  of  Coro-  it  is  meant  that  they  shall  faithfully  perfonn 

mandel,  the  whole  revenues  of  their  respective  the  conditions  of  this  arrangement;  and  if  a 

territories  shall  be  considered  as  one  conunon  division  of  any  part  of  tlie  revenues,  to  any 

slock,  to  be  appropriated  in  the  common  cause  other  than  the  stipulated  purposes,  idiaH  take 

of  their  defence — That  the  company  on  their  place,  the  company  shall  be  entitled  to  take 

part  shall  engage  to  refrain,  during  the  war,  upon  themselves  the  collection  of  the  revenue, 
from  the  application  of  any  part  of  their  reve-        The  company  are  to  engage,  during  the  time 

nues  to  any  conunercial  purposes  whatsoever,  they  shall  administer  the  revenues,  to  produes 

but  apply  the  whole,  save  only  the  ordinaiy  to  the  other  contracting  parties  regular  so- 

charges  of  their  civil  government,  to  the  pur-  counts  of  the  application  Uiereof  to  the  pur 

poses  of  the  war— That  the  nabob  and  the  poses  stipulated  by  the  treaty,  and  {aitfafully 

9jah  shall  in  like  manner  engage  on  their  apply  them  in  support  of  the  war. 
parts  to  refrain,  during  the  war,  firom  the  ap-        And  lastly,  as  the  defence  of  the  Camatk 

plication  of  any  part  of  their  revenues,  save  is  thus  to  rest  with  the  company,  the  nabob 

only  what  shall  be  actually  necessary  for  the  (shall  be  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  avoiding 

support  of  themselves,  and  the  civil  govern-  all  unnecessary  expense,  and  will  therelbf* 

ment  of  their  respective  countries,  to  any  other  agree  not  to  maintain  a  greater  number  of 
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lioops  than  shall  be  necessary  for  the  support  and  the  imputation  of  comiptioD,  suggested  m 
if  his  dignity,  and  the  sf^endour  of  the  duriMur,  some  of  the  proceedings,  appears  to  be  totally 
which  number  shall  be  specified  in  the  treaty ;  groundless  ajod  unwarranted, 
and  if  any  military  aid  is  requisite  for  the  se-  While  we  find  so  much  to  applaud,  it  is  with 
eurity  and  collection  of  his  rerenjes,  other  than  regret  we  are  induced  to  advert  to  any  thiog 
the  fixed  estabhjihment  employed  to  enforce  which  may  appear  worthy  of  blame,  as  the  step 
the  ordinary  collations,  and  preserre  the  po-  of  issuing  the  Torana  Chits  in  Lord  Macart 
lice  of  the  country,  the  company  must  be  bound  ney's  own  name  can  only  be  justified  upon  the 
to  firniish  him  with  such  aid :  the  rajah  of  ground  of  absolute  necessity  ;*  and  as  his 
Tai^ore  must  likewise  become  bound  by  simi>  lordship  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
lar  engagements,  and  be  entitled  to  similar  aid.  demand,  when  made,  would  be  irksome  and 
As,  in  virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in  Lord  disagreeable  to  the  feelings  of  Mahomed  Ally, 
Macartney,  by  the  agreement  of  December,  every  precaution  ought  to  have  been  used,  and 
1781,  sundry  leases,  of  various  periods,  have  more  time  aUowed,  (or  proving  that  necessity, 
been  granted  to  renters,  we  direct,  that  you  by  previous  acts  of  address,  civility,  and  coiw 
apply  to  the  nabob,  in  our  name,  for  his  coin  ciliation,  applied  for  the  purposes  of  obtaining 
sent,  that  they  may  be  pemdUed  to  hold  their  his  authority  to  such  a  measure.  It  appears 
leases  to  tne  end  of  the  stipulated  term ;  and  to  us,  that  more  of  this  might  have  been  used ; 
we  have  great  reliance*  on  the  liberality  and  and  therefore  we  cannot  consider  the  omission 
spirit  of  accommodation  manifested  by  the  of  it  as  blameless,  consistent  with  our  wishes 
nabob  on  so  many  occasions,  that  he  will  be  of  sanctifying  no  act  contrary  to  the  spirit  <^ 
disposed  to  acqoiesce  in  a  proposition  so  juM  the  agreement,  or  derogatory  to  the  authority 
tmd  returnable;  but  if,  contrary  to  our  expecta*  of  the  nabob  of  the  Camatic,  in  the  exercise 
tioos,  his  highness  should  be  impressed  with  of  any  of  his  just  iights,  in  the  government  of 
any  particular  aversion  to  comply  with  thia  the  people  under  his  authority, 
proposition,  we  do  not  desire  you  to  insist  upon  We  likewise  observe,  the  nabob  has  corn- 
it  as  an  essential  part  of  the  arrangement  to  plained  that  no  official  communicatioo  was 
take  place  between  us ;  but  in  that  event  3rou  made  to  him  of  the  peace,  for  near  a  month 
most  take  especial  care  to  give  such  indemni-  aAer  the  cessation  of  arms  took  place.  This, 
fication  to  the  renters  for  any  loss  they  may  and  every  oihw  mark  of  disrespect  to  the  n»> 
sustain,  as  you  judge  to  be  reasonable.  bob,  will  ever  appear  highly  reprehensible  in 
It  equally  concerns  the  honour  of  our  govern-  our  eyes ;  and  we  direct  that  you  do,  upon  all 
ment,  that  such  natives  as  may  have  been  put  occasions,  pay  the  hif^est  attention  to  him 
in  any  degree  of  authority  over  the  collections,  and  his  family. 

in  coosequence  of  the  deed  of  assignment,  and  Lord  Macartney,  in  kis  minute  of  tlie  9th 
who  have  proved  faithful  to  their  trust,  shall  of  September  last,  has  been  fiiUy  under  oiv 
not  sufller  inconvenience  on  account  of  their  consideration :  we  shall  ever  applaud  the  pru- 
fideli^.  dence  and  foresight  of  our  servants,  which  in- 
Having  thus  given  our  sentiments  at  large,  duces  them  to  collect  and  communicate  to  ut, 
ts  well  for  the  surrender  of  the  aasignment,  as  every  opinion,  or  even  ground  of  suspicion, - 
with  regard  to  those  arrangements  which  we  they  may  entertain,  relative  to  any  of  the 
think  necessary  to  adopt  in  consequence  there*  powers  in  India,  with  whose  conduct  our  in- 
oCf  we  cannot  dismiss  this  subject  without  ex-  rest,  and  the  safety  of  our  settlements,  is  ea- 
pi easing  our  highest  approbation  of  the  abilityf 
madtngkm,  and  ownmand  o/teniper,  with  which  *  ^^^  i*>«  [""  proofofihls  necessity,  Lord  Ma- 

.. '  ,    .   »;r— !«.-  k—  Z«J.w.*«j  u: canney's  whole  correspondence  on  the  subject 

our  preaident  at  Madras  has  conducted  him-  „^y  ^  referred  to.    Without  the  act  here  con- 

•elf  in  the  management  of  a  very  delicate  and  demned,  not  one  of  the  acts  commended  in  the 

onabarraasing  situation.    His  conduct,  and  that  preceding  paragraph  could  be  performed.    By 

of  the  aeiect  committee  of  Fort  St.  George,  in  ^^^"^'!?  ^  *^«  1,1  *«?«"'"  ^^}*  tP^^w* 

^.               ..        r  .u    .      .  J  I  ^.  J  *    T   -J  H  will  be  seen  what  sort  oftask  a  govemour  has 

ffba  execution  of  the  trust  delegated  to  Lord  ^^^  h,,  ^^n^s,  who  is  to  use,  according  to  the 

Macartney,  by  the  nabob  Mahomed  Ally,  has  direction  or  this  letter,  "  acts  of  address,  civility, 


n  vigorous  anJ  effectual,  for  the  purpose  of  and  conciliation,  and  to  pay,  upon  a//  occa 

realizing  as  great  a  revenue,  at  a  crisis  of  n^  ••<>»■»  the  higheet  attention*'  to  Pf^ons^ho  at 

__..    *      .?        . e  *u J    •«  J  the  very  time  are  Iklsely,  and  in  the  grossest 

cevity,  as  the  nature  of  the  case  admitted;  j^rms,  reusing  him  of  wiulaUon,  corrupUon 

treason,  and  every  species  of  malversation  in 

*  For  the  ground  of  this  "great  reliance,"  see  office.    The  recommendation,  under  menacat 

the  papers  in  this  Appendix,  No.  5 ;  as  also  the  of  such  behaviour,  and    under  such  circum- 

nabob's  leuers  to  the  court  of  directors  !n  this  stances,  conveys  a  lesson,  the  tendency  ofwhteh 

Appendix,  No.  10.  cannot  be  misuadersiocKi. 
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■mtiaOy  cocmactod.    At  the  same  time  we  obasider  the  irreFenible  order  of  the  (;ourt  oC 

ewnestly  recommend,  that  thoee  opioiona  and  directon  ofthe  yev  1714  (whereby  their  people 

■peculations  be  communicated  to  ua  with  pru-  were  prohibited  from  baring  any  dealings  with 

deooe,  discretion,  and  all  possible  secrecy ;  the  country  goTemments  in  money  maiterv)  Ut 

omd the Umu  in  whkh  thejf  are  eomteytd beef  be  in  full  force  and  vigour ;  and  thereby  ez- 

pneeed  in  a  manner  at  little  q^eneive  aa  poeaibU  presdy  forbidding  all  aenrants  of  the  com* 

to  die  power*  whom  they  may  concern^  and  into  pany,  and  other  Europeans  dkider  their  juri^ 

whoH  handetheymayfaU."*  diction,  to  make  loans,  or  have  any  money 

We  next  proceed  to  give  you  our  sentiments  transactions  with  any  of  the  princes  or  states 
respecting  the  private  debts  of  the  nabob ;  and  in  India,  without  special  licence  and  permis- 
lot  cannot  but  adcnouUedgey  that  the  origin  and  aion  ofthe  president  and  council  for  the  time 
justice,  both  ofthe  loan  of  1767,  and  the  loan  being,  except  only  in  the  particular  cases  there 
i(  1777,  commonly  called  the  cavalry  loan,  mentioned ;  and  declaring,  that  any  wilful  de- 
appear  to  us  clear  and  indisputable,  agreeable  viation  therefrom  should  be  deemed  a  breach 
to  the  true  sense  and  spirit  of  the  late  act  of  of  orders,  and  treated  as  such.  And  on  the 
pariiament.  4th  of  March,  1778,  it  waa  resolved  by  our 

In  speaking  ofthe  ban  of  1767,  we  are  to  president  and  council  of  Fort  St.  Gecnge,  thai 

ba  understood  as  speaking  of  the  debt  as  con-  the  consolidated  debt  of  1777  was  not,  on  any 

■lituted  by  the  original  bonds  of  that  year,  respect  whatever,  conducted  under  the  aus- 

bearing  interest  at  ten  per  cent. ;  and  there-  pices  or  protection  of  that  govemm«it ;  and  on 

fere,  if  any  of  the  nabob's  creditors,  under  a  the  circumstance  of  the  consolidation  of  the 

pretence  tluat  their  debts  nliade  part  of  the  con-  sud  debt  being  made  known  to  us,  vre  did, 

■olidated  debt  of  1767,   although  secured  by  on  the  23d  of  December,  1778,  write  to  you  in 

bonds  of  a  subsequent  date,  carrying  an  inte-  the  foUowing  terms :   "  Your  account  of  the 

rest  exceeding  ten  per  cent,  shall  claim  the  nabob's  private  debts  is  very  alarming;  but 

benefit  of  the  following  orders,  we  direct  that  from  whatever  cause   or  causes  those  debts 

you  pay  no  regard  to  such  claims,  without  fur^  have  been  contracted  or  jicreased,  we  hereby 

Iher  special  instructions  for  that  purpose.  repeat  our  orders,  that  the  sanction  of  the 

With  respect  to  the  consolidated  debt  of  company  be  on  no  account  given  to  any  kind 

1777,  it  certainly  stands  upon  a  less  favourable  of  security  for  the  payment  or  Uquidalioo  of 

footing.    So  early  as  the  27th  March,  1769,  any  part  thereof  (except  by  the  express  autho- 

k  was  ordered  by  our  then  president  and  coun-  rity  of  the  court  of  directors)  on  any  account 

eil  of  Fort  St  George,  that  for  the  preventing  or  pretence  whatever." 

ail  persons  living  under  the  company's  pro-  The  loan  of  1777,  therefore,  has  no  aanctaon 

tection  from  having  any  dealings  with  any  of  or  authority  from  us ;  and  in  considering  the 

the  country  powers,  or  their  ministers,  without  situation  and  circumstances  of  this  loan,  we 

die  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  board,  an  ad-  cannot  omit  to  observe,  that  the  creditoa  oouU 

VOTtisement  shouki  be  published,  by  fixing  it  not  be  ignorant  how  greatly  the  affairs  of  the 

up  at  the  sea-gate,  and  sending  round  a  copy  nabob  were  at  that  time  deranged,  and  thai  his 

to  the  company's  servants  and  inhabitants,  and  debt  to  the  company  was  then  very  oonsider- 

lo  the  different  subordinates,  and  our  garri-  able ;  the  payment  of  which  the  parties  took 

tons,  and  giving  it  out  in  general  orders;  sta-  the  most  effectual  means  to  postpone,  by  pro* 

ting  therein,  that  the  president  and  council  did  curing  an  assignment  of  such  specific  revenues, 

for  the  discharge  of  their  own  debts,  as  akne 

♦  The  delicacy  here  recommended  in  the  ex.  ^^  *»ave  enabled  the  nabob  to  have  dia- 
preeeione  concerning  conduct  "  with  which  the  charged  that  of  the  company, 
safety  of  our  settlements  is  essentially  con-  Under  all  these  circumstances,  we  shodd 
necied,'Ms  a  lesson  of  the  same  nature  with  the  be  warranted  to  refuse  our  aid  or  protection  in 
former.  Dangerous  designs,  if  truly  such,  ought  ..  _r  .l-  i  «~  «■!«"«»**•««  •« 
to  be  expressed  accoiMing  to  their  nature  and  ««  recovery  of  this  ban;  but  when  we  coo- 
qualities  -,  and  as  for  the  teereey  recommended  aider  the  inexpediency  of  keeping  the  subject 
concerning  the  designs  here  alluded  to,  nothing  of  the  nabob's  debts  lomrar  afloat  than  ii  ab- 

can  be  more  absurd,  as  they  appear  very  fully     •aI..*.].  n^o^,,..„  .   JZi«  _^  'j^  u 

and  directly  in  the  papers  piblBTed  by  tlie  au-  '^''^^  necessary     when  we  consider  how 

Ihorliy  ofthe  court  of  directors  in  1775,  and  may  "**«^'>  ">•  ™»*  conclusion  of  this  buameas  will 

be  easily  discerned  from  the  propositions  for  the  tend  to  promote  tranquillity,  credit,  and  circo- 

Bengal  treaty,  published  in  the  Reports  of  the  lation  of  property  in  the  Camatic ;  and  when 

Committee  of  Secrecy,  and  in  the  Reports  ofthe  --.  nnn«irLr  tK.t  »kr  AmUt^  M«»i«...L  ««k  »\^ 

Select  Committee,  the  keeping  of. uch  secrets  ^consider  that  thr  debtor  concurs  with  the 

too  long  has  been  one  cause  of  the  Carnatk:  <»«d>l<*  »n  establishmg  the  justice  of  thooi 

war,  ami  of  the  ruin  of  our  afiairs  in  India.  debts  consolidated  in  1777  into  froaa  atnaa,  foi 
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which  bonds  were  f  iTen,  liable  to  be  trans-  The  application  of  the  twelve  lacs  is  theo 

ferred  to  persona  different  from  the  original  to  be, 

creditors,  and  having  no  share  or  knowledge  I.  To  the  interest  of  the  debt,  1777,  as  above, 

of  the  transactions  in  which  the  debts  origi-  The  remainder  to  be  then  equally  divided ;  one 

nated,  and  of  course  how  littb  ground  there  is  half  towards  the  discharge  of  the  current  inte- 

to  expect  any  substantial  good  to  result  from  rest  and  principal  of  the  cavalry  loan,  and  the 

an  uiUiroited  investigation  into  themj  we  have  other  half  towards  the  discharge  of  the  oooh 

resolved  so  far  to  recognise  the  justice  of  those  patty's  debt. 

debts,  at  to  extend  to  thorn  that  protection  When  the  cavalry  loan  shall  be  thus  dis- 

which,  upon  more  forcible  grounds,  we  have  charged,  there  shall  then  be  paid,  towards 

seen  cause  to  allow  to  the  other  two  classes  of  the  discharge  6[  the  company's  debt,  sevoi 

debts.    But,  although  we  so  far  adopt  the  ge-  lacs. 

neral  presumption  in  their  favour,  ap  to  admit  To  the  growing  interest  and  capital  of  the 

them  to  a  participation  in  the  maimer  here-  1777  loan,  five  lacs. 

after  directed,  we  do  not  mean  to  debar  you  When  the  company's  debt  shall  be  di^ 
from  receiving  any  complaints  against  those  charged,  the  whole  is  then  to  be  applied  io 
debts  of  1777,  at  the  instance  either  of  the  discharge  of  the  debt  1777. 
nabob  himself,  or  of  other  creditors  injured  by  If  the  nabob  shall  be  prevailed  upon  to  apply 
their  being  so  admitted,  or  by  any  other  per*  the  arrears  and  growing  payments  of  the  Tan* 
aons  having  a  proper  interest,  or  stating  rtmr  jore  peshcush  in  further  discharge  of  his  debts, 
aonabie  grounds  of  objection ;  and  if  any  com-  over  and  above  the  twelve  lacs  of  pagodas,  we 
plaints  are  offered,  we  order  that  the  grounds  direct  that  the  whde  of  that  payment,  when 
of  all  such  be  attentively  examined  by  you,  made,  shall  be  applied  towards  the  reduction 
and  be  transmitted  to  us,  together  with  the  of  the  company's  debt, 
evidence  adduced  in  support  of  them,  for  our  We  have  laid  down  these  general  rules  of 
final  decision ;  and  as  we  have  before  directed,  distribution,  as  appearing  to  us  founded  on  ju»- 
that  the  sum  of  twelve  lacs  of  pagodas,  to  be  tice,  and  the  relative  circumstances  of  the 
received  annually  from  the  nabob,  should  bo  different  debts ;  and  therefore  we  give  our  ad- 
paid  into  our  treasury,  it  is  our  order  that  the  thority  and  protection  to  them  only  on  the 
same  bo  distributed  according  to  the  following  supposition  that  they  who  ask  our  protection 
arrangement.  acquiesce  in  the  covidition  upon  which  it  is 

That  the  debt  be  made  up  in  the  following  given ;  and  therefore  we  expressly  order,  that 

manner,  viz.  ,  U*  any  creditor  of  the  nabob,  a  servant  of  tha 

The  debt  consolidated  in  1767  to  be  made  company,  or  being  under  our  protection,  shall 

op  to  the  end  of  the  year  1784,  with  the  current  refuse  to  express  his  acquiescence  in  these  ar> 

interest  at  ten  per  cent.  rangements,  he  shall  not  only  be  excluded  from 

The  cavalry  loan  to  be  made  up  to  the  same  receiving  any  share  of  the  fund  under  your 

period,  with  the  current  interest  at  twelve  per  distribution,  but  shall  be  prohibited  firom  takii^ 

cent.  any  separate  measures  to  recover  his  debt  from 

The  debt  consolidated  in  1777  to  be  made  the  nai>ob,  it  being  one  great  inducement  to  our 

op  to  the  same  period,  with  the  cinrent  interest  adopting  this  arrangement,  that  the  nabob  shall 

at  twelve  per  cent,  to  November,  1781,  and  be  relieved  from  all  further  disquietude  by  the 

from  thence  with  the  current  interest  at  six  per  importunities  of  his  individual  creditors,  and 

eent.  be  lefl  at  liberty  to  pursue  those  measures  for 

The  twelve  lacs  annually  to  be  received,  are  the  prosperity  of  bis  country,  which  the  em 

dien  to  be  applied,  barrassments  of  his  situation  have  hitlierto 

I.  To  the  growing  interest  on  the  cavalry  deprived  him  of  the  means  of  exerting.    And 

loan,  at  twelve  per  cent.  we  further  direct,  that  if  any  creditor  shall  be 

t.  To  ihe  growing  interest  on  the  debt  <^  found  refractory,  or  disposed  to  disturb  the 

1777,  at  iix  per  C9)t.  arrangement  we  have  suggested,  he  shall  be 

The  remainder  to  be  equally  divided;  one  dismissed  the  service,  and  sent  home  to  Eng- 

half  to  be  applied  :o  the  extinction  of  the  com-  land. 

pony's  debt,  the  other  half  to  be  applied  to  the  The  directions  we  have  given  only  apply  to 

payment  of  growing  interest  at  ten  per  cent,  the  threa  classes  of  debts  which  have  come 

and  towards  the  discharge  of  the  principal  of  under  our  obaervation.    It  has  been  surmised, 

the  debt  of  1767.  that  the  nabob  has  of  late  contracted  ftnthoc 

This  arrangement  to  continue  till  the  prinp  debts ;  if  any  of  these  are  due  to  British  siil> 

«pal «f  the debcl767  is  diaehvged.  j«cli,w»lbibid  anycouDAanooorprotectaoa 
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whatever  to  be  given  to  them,  until  the  debt  is  vice,  or  under  their  protectioo,  be  fortbwkk 

IMly  investigated,  the  nature  of  it  reported  tent  to  England. 

bome,  and  our  special  instructions  upon  it  re-  Approved  by  the  Bjard. 

Wecannot  conclude  thU  subject,  without  ^..  ,    .              5S^5Xt?S?£^^' 

adverting  in  the  strongest  terms  to  the  prohi-  , ^ ?^S*^i,           3^^51^?^;  »  i> 

bitions  which  have  from  time  to  time  i«ued  ISihOctAlSi.         W  W  GRENVUXE 

under  the  authority  of  different  courts  of  di-  MULGRAVK, 

rectors  against  any  of  our  servants,  or  of  those  ^           ^         ,     ^               .       ,   ,    ^ 

under  our  protection,  having  any  money  trans-  ^^^  /~"»  ^  Reprmniatun  ofOmCmr 

actions  with  any  of  the  country  powcis,  without  V  .director*  of  the  E<M  Ind»a  Ompmy. 

Jie  knowledge  and  previous  consent  of  our  re-  j  ^^      i 

tpective  governments  abroad ;  we  are  happy  My  Lords  and  GenUeroen, 

/>  find  that  the  nabob,  sensible  of  the  great  It  is  wl!h  extreme  concern  that  we  express 

embarrassments  both  to  his  own  and  the  com*  a  difference  of  opinion  with  your  right  honour 

pany's  affairs,  which  Ibe  enormous  amount  of  able  board,  in  this  early  exercise  of  your 

their  private  claims  have  occasioned,  is  willing  controuling  power ;  but  in  so  novel  an  institQ* 

to  engage  not  to  incur  any  new  debts  with  in-  tion,  it  can  scarce  be  thought  extraordinary, 

dividuals,  and  we  think  little  difficulty  will  be  if  the  exact  boundaries  of  oor  respective  fono- 

found  in  persuading  his  highness  into  a  positive  tions  and  duties  should  not  at  once,  oo  either 

stipulation  for  that  purpose ;  and  though  tlie  side,  be  precisely  and  familiarly  uoderstood, 

l^islature  has  thus  humanely  interfered  in  be-  and  therefore  confide  in  your  justice  and  caii> 

half  of  such  individuals  as  might  otherwii«  dour  for  believing  that  we  have  no  widi  to 

have  been  reduced  to  great  distress  by  the  past  evade  or  frustrate  the  salutary  purposes  o( 

transactions,  we  hereby,  in  the  most  pointed  your  institution,  aa  we  on  oisr  part  are  dM^ 

and  positive  terms,  repeat  our  prohibition  upon  roughly  satisfied  that  you  have  no  wish  to  ««• 

this  subject ;  and  direct  that  no  person,  being  croach  on  the  legal  powers  of  the  East  India 

a  servant  of  the  company,  or  being  under  our  company :  we  shall  proceed  to  state  our  objeo* 

protection,  shall,  en  any  pretence  whatever,  tions  to  such  of  the  amendments  as  appear  to 

ba  concerned  in  any  loan  or  other  money  trans-  us  to  be  either  insufficient,  inexpedient,  or 

action  with  any  of  the  country  powers,  unless  im warranted. 

with  the  knowledge  and  express  permission  of^,      ^  ,                   t-.^.      /.. 

cur  respecUve  governments.    And  if  any  of  6th     Concemmg  the  private  Debts  of  Je 

our  servants,  or  others  being  under  our  iio-  ^^^  ^  Arcot,  and  the  Application  of  the 

tecUon,  Shan  be  discovered  in  any  respect  ^"^  "^  *''*^^«  ^^  "^  Pagodas  per  An- 

counteracting  these  orders,  we  strictly  enfoin  '*"'''* 

you  to  take  the  first  opportunity  of  sending  Under  this  head  you  are  pleased,  in  lieu  of 

them  home  to  England,  to  be  puniAed  as  guilty  our  paragraphs,  to  substantiate  at  once  the 

if  disobedience  of  orders,  and  no  proteetioa  or  justice  of  all  those  demands  whidi  the  act 

asnstance  of  the  company  shall  bo  given  for  requires  us  to  investigate,  subject  only  to  a 

the  recovery  of  any  loans  oonneeted  with  such  ri|^t  reserved  to  the  nabob,  or  any  other  party 

transactions.     Tour  particular  attention  to  concerned,  to  question  the  justice  of  any  debt 

this  subject  is  strictly  enjoined;   and  any  falling  within  the  last  of  the  three  classes;  we 

connivance  on  your  parts,  to  a  breach  of  our  submit,  that  at  least  the  opportunity  of  quea- 

orders  upon  it,  will    incur  our  highest  dis-  tioning,  within  the  linuled  time,  the  justice  of 

pleasure.  any  of  the  debts,  ought  to  have  been  fully  pre- 

In  order  to  put  an  end  to  those  intrigues,  served ;  and  supposing  the  first  ond  second 

which  have  been  so  successfully  carried  on  at  classes  to  stand  free  from  imputation  (as  we 

the  nabob's  duH)ar,  we  repeat  our  prohibition  incline  to  believe  they  do)  no  injury  can  result 

in  the  strongest  terms  repecting  any  intercourse  to  individuals  from  such  discussion:  and  we 

between  British  subjects  and  the  nabob  and  further  submit  to  your  consideration,  how  Ut 

hifl  family,  as  we  are  convinced  that  such  an  the  express  direction  of  the  act  to  examine  the 

intercourse  has  been  carried  on  greatly  to  the  nature  and  origin  of  the  debts  has  been,  bv 

detriment   and  expense  of  the   nabob,  and  the  amended  paragraphs,  complied  with ;  and 

■wrely  to  the  advantage  of  individuals.    Wa  whether  at  least  the  rale  of  interest,  acooidinf 

therefore  direct,  that  all  persons  who  shall  to  which  the  debts  arising  from  aoucar 


aflfend  against  the  letter  and  spirit  of  this  n»>     mant  of  the  land  revenues  to  the  aervants  of 
QidOT,  whether  in  tha  oompany'a  aeiw    th)  company,  acting  in  the  cafiacitj  «f  natira 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  PRECEDING  SPEECH.                      441 

bankers,  have  boen  accumulated,  ought  not  to  JSxtraetqfa  LMerfrom  the  Commusionerafar 

oe  inquired  into,  as  well  as  the  reasonableness  of  the  J^ffburs  <if  India,  to  the  Court  o/Direeton^ 

the  deduction  of  25  per  c^nt.  which  the  Bengal  dated  3d  November,  1784|  in  Answer  to  tfieir 

gOTemment  directed  to  bo  made  from  a  great  Renwutranee. 

part  of  the  debts  on  certain  conditions.   But  to  Sixth  Article, 

jTour  appropriation  of  the  fund,  our  duty  re-  We  think  it  proper,  considering  the  parti- 

^uires  that  we  should  state  our  strongest  dit-  cular  nature  of  the  subject,  to  state  to  you  the 

•ent.    Our  right  to  be  paid  the  arrears  of  those  fbllowiag  remarks  on  that  part  of  your  repre- 

expenses,  by  which,  almost  to  our  own  ruin,  sentation  which  relates  to  the  plan  for  the 

we  have  preserved  the  country,  and  all  the  discharging  of  the  nabob's  debts, 

property  connected  with  it,  from  falling  a  prey  1st.  You  compute  the  revenue  which  the 

to  a  Lreign  conqucrour,  surety  stands  para-  Camatic  may  be  expected  to  produce  only  at 

mount  to  all  claims  for  former  debts  upon  the  twenty  lacs  of  pagodas.    If  we  concurred  with 

revenues  of  a  country  so  preserved,  even  if  the  you  in  this  opinion,  we  should  certainly  feel 

legislature  had  not  expressly  limited  the  aiisia-  our  hopes  of  advantage  to  all  the  parties  from 

lance  to  be  given  the  private  creditors  to  be  this  arrangement  considerably  diniinished.  Bii. 

such  as  should  be  consistent  with  our  own  we  tnist,  that  we  are  not  too  sangiune  or  this 

rights.    The  nabob  had,  long  before  passing  head,  when  we  place  the  greatest  reliance  on 

the  act,  by  treaty  with  our  Bengal  government,  the  estimate  transmitted  to  you  by  your  preti* 

agreed  to  pay  us  seven  lacs  of  pagodas,  as  dent  of  Fort  St.  George,  having  there  the  best 

part  of  the  twelve  lacs,  in  liquidation  of  those  means  of  information  upon  the  fact,  and  stating 

arream,  of  which  seven  lacs  the  arrangement  it  with  a  particular  view  to  the  subject  matfbr 

fou  havu  been  pleased  to  lay  down  would  take  of  thc»e  paragraphs.      Some  allowance,  we 

away  from  us  more  than  the  half,  and  give  it  are  sensible,  must  be  made  for  the  difference 

to  private  creditors,  of  whose  demands  there  of  coUectioo  in  the  nabob's  hands,  but  we  trust 

are  only  about  a  sixth  part  which  de  ndt  atand  not  such  as  to  reduce  the  receipt  nearly  to 

in  a  predicament  that  you  declare  would  not  what  you  suppose. 

entitle  them  to  any  aid  or  protection  from  us  2dly.  In  making  up  the  amount  of  the  pri- 

in  the  recovery   thereof,   were   it  not   upon  vate  debts,  you  take  in  compound  interest  at 

grounds  of  expediency,  as  will  more  particu>  the  different  rates  specified  in  our  paragraph, 

lariy  appear  by  the  annexed  estimate.     Until  This  it  was  not  our  intention  to  allow ;  and 

our  debts  shall  bo  discharged,  we  can  by  no  lest  any  misconception  should  arise  on  the 

means  consent  to  give  up  any  part  of  the  seven  spot,  wo  have  added  an  express  direction,  that 

lacs  to  the  private  creditors ;  and  we  humbly  the  debts  bo  made  up  with  simple  interest  only, 

apprehend,  that  in  this  declaration  we  do  not  from  the  time  of  their  repective  consoiidatiun 

exceed  the  limits  of  the  authority  and  righta  Clause  F  f. 

rested  in  us.  Sdly.  We  have  also  the  strongest  grounds  to 

believe,  that  the  debts  will  be,  in  other  respects. 

The  Right  honourable  the  Commissioners  for  considerably  loss  than  they  are  now  computed 

the  Affairs  of  India.  by  you;    and    consequently,   the   company's 

«.    ««*^»»,.«^.,*.,  ..^*^.*    ^  I     ^  annual  proportion  of  the  twelve  lacs  will  be 

The  REPRESENTATION  of  the  Court  ,          ^^^  ^^^^^  ^  yo„,  esiimalo.    But 

qfDireclore  of  the  Ea$t  India  Ompawf,  ^^^^  ^  y^^  ^^^  statement  of  it,  if  wc  add  to 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  the  £.150,000  or  3,75,000  pagodas  (which  yoo 

„     '            ,     .       ,  ,       .....  take  as  the  anntial  proportion  to  be  received 

The  court  having  duly  attended  to  your  j^    ^^  ^         ^^\^^            ^^  ^^  ^  ^ 

reasonmgs  a^  decisions,  on  the  subjects  of  ^^^.  ^^  ^^^,  ^^^^  ^  ^^  .^^      ^^ 

Amee  and  Hanamantagoody,  beg  leave  to  ^^^  ^^  ^^        .^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^ 

observe,  with  due  deference  to  your  judgment,  ,^^  pe^hcush,  (proposed  by  Lord  Macartney  to 

that  the  directions  we  had  given  m  these  paxa-  ^  ^^^^^  in  ihwTyirs;)  the  whole  wUI 

^hs,  which  did  not  obtam  your  approba-  ^^^  ^  ^^  ^  jy,j              ^^^^  ^^      ^^ 

tion,  sUU  appear  to  us  to  have  been  consistent  ^^^^    ^  ^^"^  of  pagodas    7,(».000 

with  justice,  and  agreeable  to  the  late  act  of  ^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^      ^^     ^^  .^  ^^ 

parliament    whicli  pomled  out  to  us,  as  wa  ^  ^^  calculations  farUier,  it  will  appear 

apprehended   the  treaty  of  1762  as  our  guide.  ^^.'^^  ^  ^^   ,^    ^^^  b   ^^  ^^ob. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  said  court,  ^  ^^^^  j„  ^^  para^phs,  and  by  that 

THO.  MORTON,  Sec.  which  we  transmitted  to  you,  the  debt  from  tba 

/fwtialfoust,  3(2  JVbo.  1784.  nabob,  if  taken  at  £.3,000,000  will  be  di^ 
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dutrgod  nearly  at  the  same  period,  viz.  in  the  ducidation  of  matters  oomplained  of,  oommor. 

course  ofthe  eleventh  year.    We  cannot  there-  decency,   and  comm<m  policy,  demanded  ao 

fore  be  of  opinion  that  there  ui  the  smallest  inquiryintotheir  truth  or  falaehood.    The  wri- 

nround  for  objecting  to  thb  arrangement,  as  ting  is  obviously  tho  product  of  some  English 

mjurious  to  tho  interests  of  the  company,  even  pen.    If,  on  inquiiy,  these  charges  should  be 

if  the  measure  were  to  be  considered  on  the  made  good  (a  thicg  very  unlikdy)  the  party 

mere  ground  of  expediency,  and  with  a  view  accused  would  become  a  just  object  of  aai» 

only  to  the  wisdom  of  re-establishing  credit  malversion.    If  they  should  be  found  (as  in 

•od  circulation  in  a  commercial  settlement,  all  probability  they  would  be  found)  folse  and 

without  any  consideration  of  those  motives  of  calumnious,  and  supported  by  far$0ry,  then 

attention  to  the  feelings  and  honour  of  the  the  censure  would  &ll  on  the  accuser ;  at  the 

nabob,  of  humanity  to  individuals,  and  of  jus-  same  time  the  necessity  would  be  manifest  for 

tijce  to  persons  in  your  service,  and  living  proper  measures  towards  the  security  of  go> 

under  your  protection,  which  have  actuated  vemment  against  such  infamous  accusations, 

the  legislature,  and  which  alford  not  only  jus-  It  is  as  necessary  to  protect  the  honest  &me 

tifiable,  but  commendable  grounds  for  your  of  virtuous  govemours,  as  it  is  to  punish  tbe 

conduct.  corrupt  and  tyrannical.    But  neither  the  court 

Impressed  with  this  conviction,  we  have  not  of  directors  nor  the   board  of  cootroul  have 

made  any  alteration  in  the  general  outlines  of  made  any  inquiry  into  the  truth  or  fiUsehood 

the  arrangement  which  we  had  before  trans-  of  these  charges.    They  liave  covered  over  the 

mitted  to  you.    But,  as  the  amount  of  the  na-  accusers  and  accused  with  abundance  of  oon^ 

bA*8  revenue  is  matter  of  uncertain  conjecture,  plimcnts.    They  have  insinuated  some  oblique 

and  as  it  does  not  appear  just  to  us,  that  any  censures ;  and  they  have  recommended  pei^ 

deficiency  should  fall  whoUy  on  any  one  class  feet  harmony  between  tho  chargers  of  oomi|>> 

of  these  debts,  we  have  added  a  direction  to  tion  and  peculation,  and  the  persons  diargad 

your  government  of  Fort  St.  George,  that  if,  with  thbse  crimes.] 

notwithstanding  the    provisions  contained  in  ,3^  q,,^^  j^gg     Extract  of  a  TrtmMa^ 

our  former  paragraphs,  any  deficiency  should  ^^^  Later  Jhrn  the  Nabob  of  Arcct  to  tfu 

■Jise,  the  payments  of  what  shall  be  received  chairman  of  the  court  of  Directors  qf  the  EaU 

■hall  be  made  in  the  same  proportion  whicii  India  Companv 
would  have  obtained  in  the  division  of  tho 

whole  twelve  lacs,  had  they  been  paid.  *'  Fatally  for  me,  and  fur  the  public  in- 
terest, the  company's  &vour  and  my  unbounded 

——.—  confidence  have  been  lavished  on  a  man  totafiy 

un6t  for  the  exalted  station  in  which  he  has 

APPENDIX,  No.  10.  been  placed,  and  unworthy  of  the  trusts  thai 

D  e , .    /.  _       .,-  have  been  reposed  in  him.    When  I  apeak  of 

Referred  to  from  p.  412.  ,     ,     *^  .      1      .  . .    .        .    ^^^ 

'^  one  who  has  so  deeply  stabbed  my  honour,  ray 

[The   following  extracts  are  subjoined,  to  wounds  bleed  afresh,  and  I  must  be  aUowed 

shew  the  matter  and  the  style  of  representation  that  freedom  of  expression  which  the  gallinf 

employed   by  those  who   have  obtained  that  reflection  of  my  injuries  and  my  misforlunea 


ascendency  over  tho  nabob  of  Arcot,  which  naturally  draws  fipom  me.   Shall  your 

ia  described  in  the  letter  marked  No.  6  of  unchecked,    unrestrained,    and    unpunished, 

the  present  Appendix,  and  which  is  so  totally  gratify  their  private  views  and  ambition,  at 

destructive  of  the  authority  and  credit  of  the  the  expense  of  my  honour,  uiy  peace,  and  my 

lawful  British  government  at  Madras.    The  happiness,  and  to  the  luin  of  my  country  ai 

charges   made  by  these  persons  have  been  well  as  of  your  affairs  ?  No  sooner  had  Lord 

solemnly  denied  by  Lord  Macartney ;  and,  to  Macartney  obtained  the  favourite  object  of  his 

judge  from  the  character  of  the  parties  accused  ambition,  than  he  betrayed  the  greatest  insc^ 

and  accusing,  they  are  probably  void  of  all  foun«  lence  towards  me,  the  most  glaring  neglect  of 

dation.    But  as  the  letters  are  in  the  name  and  the  common  civilities  and  attentions  paid  roe 

under  the  signature  of  a  person  of  great  rank  by  all  former  govemours,  in  the  worst  of  times, 

and  consequence  among  the  natives ;  as  they  and  even  by  the  most  inveterate  of  my  enemies, 

contain  matter  of  the  most  serious  nature ;  as  He  insulted  my  servants,  endeavoured  to  de- 

tbey  charge  the  roost  enormous  crimes,  and  fame  my  character  by  unjustly  censuring  my 

Oorniptioos  of  the  grossest  kind,  on  a  British  administration,  and   extended   his  boundless 

govemour ;  and  as  they  refer  to  the  nabob's  usurpation  to  tho  whole  government  of  my  do* 

vinister  in  (xreat  Britain  for  proof  and  further  minions,  in  all  the  branches  of  judicatuie  uA 
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polica ;  andt  in  violation  of  the  express  ar-  insinuations  of  oUiers.  At  the  same  time  that 
tides  of  the  aj^ements,  proceeded  to  send  his  conscious  apprehensions  for  his  misconduct, 
fentors  into  the  countrieS|  unapproved  of  by  have  produced  the  most  abject  applications  to 
«e,  men  of  bad  character,  and  unequal  to  my  me,  to  smother  my  feelings,  and  entreaties  to 
management  or  responsibility.  Though  he  is  write  in  his  lordship's  favour  to  England,  and 
chargeable  with  the  greatest  acts  of  cruelty,  to  submit  all  my  affairs  to  his  direction.  When 
even  to  the  shedding  of  blood  and  cutting  off  his  submissions  have  failed  to  mould  me  to  his 
ibe  noses  and  ears  of  my  subjects,  by  those  ex*  will,  he  has  endeavoured  to  effect  his  purposes 
vreising  his  authority  in  the  countries,  and  that  by  menaces  of  his  secret  influence  with  those 
«von  the  duties  of  religion  and  public  worship  in  power  in  England,  which  he  pretends  to  as- 
faave  been  interrupted  or  prevented ;  and,  sert,  shall  bo  effectual  to  confirm  his  usurpation, 
though  he  carries  on  all  his  business  by  the  and  to  deprive  me  and  my  family,  in  sueces- 
■rbitrary  exertion  of  military  force,  yet  does  sion,  of  my  rights  of  sovereignty  and  govern- 
he  not  collect  from  the  countries  one-f  u.thof  ment  for  ever.  To  such  a  length  have  his 
the  revenue  that  should  be  produced.  The  passions  and  violences  carried  him,  that  all  my 
■tatem^ni  he  pretends  to  hold  forth  of  expected  family,  my  dependants,  and  even  my  friends 
revenup,  is  totally  fallacious,  and  can  never  be  and  visitors,  are  persecuted  with  the  strongest 
realised  under  the  management  of  his  lordship,  marks  of  his  displeasure.  Every  shadow  of 
in  the  a;i|iointment  of  renters,  totally  disqua-  authority  in  my  person  is  taken  from  me,  and 
lified.  rapacious,  and  irresponsible,  who  are  respect  to  my  name  discouraged  throughout  the 
actually  embezzling  and  dissipating  the  public  whole  country.  When  an  officer  of  high  rank 
revenues  tluit  shouki  assist  in  the  support  of  in  his  majesty's  service  was  some  time  since 
the  war.  Totally  occupied  by  his  private  introduced  to  me  by  Lord  Macartney,  his  lord- 
f  iewrs  and  governed  by  his  passions,  be  has  ship  took  occasion  to  shew  a  perscmsJ  derision 
neglected  or  sacrificed  all  the  essential  objects  and  contempt  of  me.  Mr.  Richard  Sullivan, 
of  public  good,  and  by  want  of  co-operation  who  has  attended  my  durbar  under  the  com- 
with  Sir  ByreCoote,  and  refusal  to  furnish  the  mission  of  the  govemour  general  and  council 
army  with  the  necessary  supplies,  has  rende-  of  Bengal,  has  experienced  his  reeeuiment 
red  the  glorious  and  repeated  victories  of  the  and  Mr.  Benfield,  toith  whom  I  hant  no  oim- 
gallant  general  ineffectual  to  the  expulsion  of  nest,  and  who,  as  he  has  been  accustomed  tg  do 
our  cruel  enemy.  To  cover  his  insufficiency,  (or  many  years,  has  continued  to  pay  me  his 
and  veil  the  discredit  attendant  on  his  fidlure  visits  of  respect,  has  felt  the  weight  of  hii 
in  every  measure,  he  throws  out  the  most  illi-  lordship's  displeasure,  and  has  had  every  un- 
beral  expressions,  and  institutes  unjust  accusal  merited  insinuation  thrown  out  agahist  him,  to 
dons  against  me ;  and,  in  aggravation  of  all  the  prejudice  him,  and  deter  liim  from  paying  me 
distresses  imposed  upon  roe,  he  has  abetted  his  compliments  as  usual. 
the  meanest  calumniators,  to  bring  forward  **  Thus,  gmitleroen,  have  you  delivered  me 
fiJse  charges  against  me,  and  my  son  Ameer-  over  to  a  struiger ,  to  a  man  unacquainted  with 
fiUOmrah,  in  order  to  create  embarrassment,  government  and  business,  and  too  opinionated 
and  (or  the  distress  of  my  mind.  My  papers  to  learn;  to  a  man,  whose  ignorance  and  pre- 
and  writings  sent  to  you  must  testify  to  the  judices  operate  to  the  neglect  of  every  good 
whole  work!  the  malevolence  of  his  designs,  measure,  or  the  liberal  cooperation  with  any 
and  the  means  that  have  been  used  to  forward  that  wish  well  to  the  public  interests ;  to  a  man 
them.  He  has  violently  seized  and  opened  who,  to  pursue  his  own  passions,  plans,  and  de- 
al! letters  addressed  to  me  and  my  servants,  on  signs,  will  certainly  ruin  all  mine,  as  well  as  the 
ny  public  and  private  affairs.  My  vackeel,  company's  affairs.  His  mismanagement  and 
that  attended  him,  according  to  ancient  custom,  obstinacy  have  caused  the  loss  of  many  lacs  of 
has  been  ignominiously  dismissed  from  his  my  revenues,  dissipated  and  embezzled,  ano 
presence,  and  not  suffered  to  approach  the  every  public  consideration  sacrificed,  to  hb  va 
government-house.  He  has  in  the  meanest  nity  and  private  views.  I  beg  to  offer  an 
manner,  and  as  he  thought  in  secret,  been  tam-  instance  in  proof  of  my  asserticms,  and  to  jus> 
paring  and  intriguing  with  my  family  and  rela-  tify  the  hope  I  have,  that  you  will  cause  to  be 
lions  for  the  worst  of  purposes.  And  if  I  ex-  made  good  to  me  all  the  losses  I  have  sustained, 
press  the  agonies  of  my  mind  under  these  most  by  the  mal-administration  and  bad  practices  of 
pmnted  injuries  and  oppressions,  and  complain  your  servants,  according  to  all  the  account  of 
«f  the  violence  and  injustice  of  Lord  Macart-  receipts  of  former  years,  and  which  I  made 
Bey,  I  am  insulted  by  his  affected  construction,  known  to  Lord  Macartney,  among  other  par 
Ihat  my  oommunicatioiis  are  dictated  by  the  pers  of  information,  in  the  beginning  of  bit 
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■■nagement  in  the  coHectioDs.    The  district     f2d  Mardt,  1783.  Trandaiiunitf  aLuterfnm^ 
«f  Ongole  produced  annually,  upon  a  mediuih         the  iVa6o6  of  Aroot  to  tht  Chairman 


«f  many  years,  ninety  thourand  pagodas ;  but        Direeton  of  the  Eaet  India  Compaq. — R^ 
Lord  Macartney  ttpan  receiving  a  nan  of  monof        eeioedfrom  Mr,  Jamee  Macpkewm.^  \t(t  Jeau, 
from  Ramckundry,*  let  it  out  to  him,  in  April         1784. 
laat,  for  the  inadequate  rent  of  50,000  pagodas 

ptr  annum,  diminishing,  in  this  district  alooOj  "  I  AM  willing  to  attribute  this  oontiimed 
near  half  the  accustomed  revenues.  After  this  usurpation  to  the  fear  of  detection  io  Loid 
nann^  hath  he  exercised  his  powers  over  the  Macartney .  he  dreads  the  awful  day  when  ibm 
eountries,  to  suit  his  own  purposes  and  designs ;  scene  of  his  enormities  will  be  lakl  open,  at 
and  this  secret  mode  has  he  takeri  to  reduce  the  my  restoration  to  my  country,  and  when  the 
odlections."  tongues  of  my  oppressed  Aibjects  win  be  un- 

loosed, and  pniclaim  aloud  the  cruel  tyrannies 
lit  November f  1782.     Copy  of  a  Letter  from     they  have  sustained.    These  sentiments  of  his 
the  Nabob  ofArcot  to  the  Court  ofDnedart^     lordship's  designs  are  corroborated  by  bis  sen- 
^.   Received  1th  Aprils  1783.  ding,  on  the  lOih  instant,  two  gentlemen  to  me 

and  my  s(»i  Ameer-ul-Omrah  ;  and  these  gen- 
"Tnc  distresses  which  I  luive  set  forth  in     tlemen  from  Lord  Macartney  especially  set 

my  former  letters,  are  now  increased  to  such  forth  to  me,  and  to  my  son,  that  all  dependance 
an  alarming  pitch,  by  the  imprudent  measures  on  the  power  of  the  superiour  goivernment  of 
of  your  govemour,  and  by  the  arbitrary  and     Bengal,  to  enforce  the  intentions  of  the  oom- 

irapolitic  conduct  pursued  with  the  merchants  pany  to  restore  my  country,  was  vain  and 

and  importers  of  grain,  that  the  very  existence  groundlras ;  that  the  company  C(w6ded  in  his 

of  the  fort  of  Madras  seems  at  stake,  and  that  lordship's  judgment  and  discretion,  and  opoo 

of  the  inhabitants  of  the  settlement  appears  to  his  representations,  and  that  if  I,  and  my  son, 

have  been  totally  overlooked ;  many  thousands  Ameer-ul-Omrah,  wouki  enter  into  friendship 

have  died,  and  continue  hourly  to  perish  of  with  Lord  Macartney,  and  sign  a  paper,  de> 

&mine,  though  the  capacity  of  one  of  your  daring  all  my  charges  and  complaints  against 

yoangestBervants,with  diligence  and  attention,  him  to  be  false,  that  his  lord^ip  might  be 

by  doing  justice,  and  giving  reasonable  encou-  induced  to  write  to  England,  that  all  his  aH» 

ragemcnt  to  the  merchants,  and  by  drawing  gations  against  me  and  my  son  were  noc  welU 

the  supplies  of  grain  which  the  iKMrthem  coun-  founded ;  and,  notwithstanding  his  dedarations 

tries  would  have  afibrded,  might  have  secured  to  withhold  my  country,  yet  on  these  coond^ 

tis  against  al!  those  dreadful  calamities.    I  had  rations,  it  might  be  stiU  restored  me. 
with  much  difficulty  procured  and  purchased  a         **  What  must  be  your  feelings  for  your  ao- 

small  quantity  of  rice,  for  the  use  of  myself,  cient  and  fiiithful  friend,  on  his  receiving  sodi 

my  &mily,  and  attendants,  and  with  a  view  of  insults  to  his  honour  and  understanding  finon 

■cKiding  off  the  greatest  part  of  the  koter  to  your  principal  servant,  armed  with  your  wulhfh 

the  iKNlhern  countries,  with  a  little  subsistence  rity?    From  these  manoeuvres,  among  thoiH 

in  their  hands.    But  what  must  your  surprise  sands  I   have    experienced,  tha   tnnJi  must 

be,  when  you  learn,  that  even  this  rice  was  evidently  appear  to  you,  that  I  have  not  been 

■eized  by  Lord  Macartney,  with  a  military  loaded  with  those  ii^uries  and  oppressions  ftoB 

force !  and  thus  am  I  unable  to  provide  for  the  mibtives  of  public  service,  but  to  answer  tha 

lew  people  I  have  about  me,  who  are  driven  to  private  views  and  interests  of  his  lordship, 

tnch  extremity  and  misery,  that  it  gives  me  and  his  secret  agents:  eome poper»  to  thu  pouU 

pain  to  behold  them.    I  have  desired  permis-  are  enclosed,*  others,  almost  without  tumi»er, 

■ion  to  get  a  little  rice  from  the  north^n  coun-  must  be  submitted  to  your  justice,  when  dme 

tries  for  the  subsistence  of  my  people,  without  and  circumstances  will  enable  me  fully  to  in- 

ita  being  liable  to  seizure  by  your  seapoys :  this  vestigate  those  transactions.   This  opportunity 

even  has  been  refused  me  by  Lord  Macartney,  will  not  permit  the  full  representation  of  my  load 

What  must  your  feelings  be,  on  such  wanton  of  injuries  and  distresses:  I  beg  leave  to  refer 

eruelty,  exercised  towards  me,  when  you  con-  you  to  my  minister,  Mr.  Macf^erson,  for  the 

nder  that  of  thousands  of  villages  belonging  papers,  according  to  the  enclosed  list,  which 

to  me,  a  single  one  wouki  have  nifficed  fw  my  aooimipanied  my  last  dispatches  by  the  Rod- 

■lAsistence  !**  ney,  whkh  I  fear  liave  failed ;  and  nsy 


pondence  with  Lord  Macartney, 

•  See  Telllnga  letter  at  the  end  of  this  ror-     *»  **^  period,  such  as  I  have  been  able  to  pi^- 
fi^wndanoe.  pare  fer  thia  opportimi^,  are  endoied. 
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**  Notwithstanding  all  tne  riolent  acta  and        **  I  will  not  take  up  your  time  by  enumenu 
dedarationa  of  Lor^  Macartney,  yet  a  con-  ting  the  particular  acta  of  Lord  Macartney*! 
•doQsness  of  his  own  miaconduct  was  the  sole  Tiolence,  cruelty,  and  injustice ;  they  indimd 
iMentive  to  the  menaces  and  overtures  he  has  oemr  too  frequently^  and  fall  upon  me,  and  my 
Md  out  in  various  shapes.    He  has  been  in-  devoted  nibjecla  and  country  ^  too  thicks  to  ben' 
nltingly  lavish  in  his  expressions  of  high  guUirly  rdated.    I  refer  you  to  my  minister, 
raspect  for  my  person;  has  had  the  insolence  Mr.  James  Macpherson,  for  a  more  oireian* 
to  say,  that  all  his  measures  flowed  from  his  etanl^  account  of  the  oppresaions  and  enormia 
affectionate  regard  alone ;   has  presumed  to  Hetty  uthidi  he  hat  brought  both  mine  and  the 
sty,  that  all  his  enmity  and  oppression  were  compaAy's  affairs  to  tho  brink  of  destruction, 
brelied  at  tny  son,  Ameer-uUOmrah,  to  whom  I  trust  that  such  flagrant  violations  of  all  jus- 
he  before  acknowledged  every  aid  and  assis-  tice,  honour,  and  tfie  faith  of  treaties,  will 
tance:   and,  his  brdship  being  without  any  receive  the  severest  marks  of  your  displeasure, 
just  cause  or  foundation  for  complaint  against  and  that  Lord  Macartney's  conduct,  in  making 
lis,  or  a  veil  to  cover  his  own  violences,  he  has  use  of  your  name  and  authority  as  a  sanction 
now  had  recourse  to  the  meanness,  and  has  (or  tho  continuance  of  his  usurpation,  will  be 
dared  to  intimate  of  my  son,  in  order  to  inti-  disclaimed  with  the  utmost  indignation,  and 
midate  me,  and  to  strengthen  his  own  wicked  followed  with  the  severest   punishment.     1 
purpf«<n<,  to  be  in  league  with  our  enemies  the  conceive  that  his  lordship's  arbitrary  retention 
French.    You  must  doubtless  be  astonished,  of  my  country  and  government  can  only  ori- 
no  less  at  the  assurance,  than  at  the  absurdi^  ginate  in  his  ineatiabU  cravinge,  in  his  iropla- 
■uch  a  wicked  suggestion."  cable  malevolence  against  me,  and  through 
.                       ,                       ^  fear  of  detection,  which  must  follow  the  sur- 
(i.x  Ti.  K  j;  ABOB  s  OWK  iiAXD.)  „^^,  ^  ^  Csmatic  into  my  hands,  of  those 

"P.S.  Ininy  own  Itand-writing  I  acquainted  ne&rious  proceedings,  which  are  now  sup 
Mr.  Hastings,  r.  <  I  now  do  my  ancient  friends  pressed  by  the  arm  d*  violence  and  power. 
ihie  company,  wiih  tho  insult  offered  to  my         "  I  did  not  fail  to  represent  to  the  supreme 
honour  and  understanding,  in  the  extraordi-  government  of  Bengal  the  deplorable  situation 
nary  pr(^x>sitions  sent  to  me  by  Lord  Ma-  to  which  I  was  rmluced,  and  the  unmerited 
cartney,  throu£;h  two  gentlemen,  on  the  10th  persecutions  I  have  unremittingly   sustained 
instant,  so  artfully  veiled  with  menaces,  hopes,  from  Lord  Macartney  ;  and  i  earnestly  im- 
and  promises.    But  how  con  Lord  Macartney  plored  them  to  stretch  forth  a  saving  arm,  and 
add  to  his  enormities,  after  his  wicked  and  interpose  that  controuling  power  which  was 
cahmmiaiing  insinuations,  so  evidendy  directed  vested  in  them,  to  check  rapacity  and  preaump' 
against  mo  and  my  family,  through  my  faithful,  tiony  and  preserve  the  honour  and  faith  of  the 
nnr  dutiful,  and  beloved  son,  Ameer-uUOmrah,  company  '  from   violation.     The    govemonr> 
who,  you  well  know,  has  been  ever  bom  and  general  and  council  not  only  felt  the  cruelty 
bred  among  tlie  ICnglish,  whom  I  have  studi-  and  injustice  I  had  suffered,  but  were  greatly 
ooaly  brought  up  in  the  warmest  sentiments  of  alarmed  for  the  fatal  consequences  that  might 
■flection  and  altaehment  to  them ;  sentiments,  result  from  the  distrust  of  the  country  powers 
lliat  in  bis  maturity  have  been  his  highest  am-  in  the  professions  of  the  English,  when  they 
bition  to  improve,  insomuch  that  he  knows  no  saw  the  nabob  of  the  Camatic,  the  friend  of 
happlbcss,  b*it  in  the  faithful  support  of  our  the  company,  and  the  ally  of  Great  Britain, 
alliance  and  connection  with  the  English  na-  thus  stripped  of  his  rights,  his  dominions,  and 
tloo  ?*'  his  dignity,  by  the  most  fraudulent  means,  and 
,^,     -                ,  ,,         .,/...,«..   ^       ^  under  the  mask  of  friendship.    The  Bengal 
**?^"^  '^  i^osesmi^/  ^the\^  August,  government  had  already  heanl  both  the  Ma- 
1783.     Tr^iUatumoJaLdXertotheChaur  rattas  and  the  Nizam  urge  as  an  objection  to 
man  and  Ihrtctare  of  the  Eaet  ImUa  Com-  ^  ^,j^^^  ^.^^  ^^  English,  the  faithless  be- 
pany.    Received  from  Mr.  Jamee  Macpher^  haviour  of  Lord  Macartney  to  a  prince  whowi 
wifn,l4th  January,  1784.  ^g,  j^  ^^^  devoted,  and  whose  treasures 
"  Tour  astonishment  and  indignation  will  had  been  exhausted,  in  their  service  and  sup- 
be  equally  raised  with  mine,  when  you  hear  port ;  and  they  did  not  hesitate  to  give  positive 
that  your  pmidcnt  ha$  dared,  contrary  to  your  orders  to  Lord  Macartney  for  the  restitution 
intention,  to  continue  to  usurp  the  privileges  of  my  government  and  authority,  on  such 
and  hereditary  powers  of  the  nabob   of  the  terms  as  were  not  only  strialy  honourable, 
Camatic,  your  old  and  unshaken*  friend,  and  bat  equally  advantageous  to  my  friends  the 
*1m  declared  ally  o(  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  company ;  for  they  justly  thought  that  aj 
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honour  and  dignity,  and  mwtreign  rightMy  were  fit  of  our  affairs ;  in  aliort,  when  all  has  baeiL 

the  first  objects  of  my  wi  sites  and  ambition :  a  continued  series  of  disappointment  and  di»» 

But  how  can  I  paint  my  astonishment  at  Lord  trace  niider  Lord  Macartney's  management^ 

Macartney's  presumption,  in  continuing  his  (and  in  him  alone  has  tho  management  beea 

usurpation,  after  their  positive  and  reiterated  vested,)  I  want  words  to  cnnvey  those  ideas 

mandates!  and,  as  if  nettled  by  their  inte>  of  his  insufficiency,  ignorance,  and  obstinacy^ 

fnrenee,  which  he  disdained,  in  redoubling  the  which  I  am  convinced  you  would  entertain^ 

ftvy  of  his  violence,  and  sacrificing  the  public  had  you  been  spectators  of  his  ruinoitf  ana 

and  myself,  to  his  malice  and  ungovernable  destructive  c<mduct. 
passions !                                             •  "  But  against  me  and  my  son,  Amoer-o. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  at  a  loss  to  conceive  Omrah,  has  his  lordship's  vengeance  chiefly 
where  his  usurpation  will  stop,  and  have  an  been  exerted ;  even  the  conqiany'a  own  subor- 
tnd.  Has  he  not  solemnly  declared  that  the  dinate  zemindars  have  found  better  treatment, 
Msignment  was  only  made  for  the  support  of  probably  because  they  were  more  ridi ;  those 
war  ?  and,  if  neither  your  instructions,  nor  of  Nizanagoram  have  been  permitted,  contrary 
the  orders  of  his  superiours  at  Bengal,  were  to  your  pointed  orders,  to  hold  their  rich  xe- 
to  be  considered  as  efl^cctual,  has  not  the  treaty  mindaries  at  the  old  di^nroportionate  rate  of 
of  peace  virtually  determined  the  period  of  his  Uttle  more  than  a  sixth  part  of  the  real  reve> 
tyrannical  administration?  But  so  far  from  nue;  and  my  zemindar  of  Tanjore,  though  he 
■urrendering  the  Camatic  into  my  hands,  he  should  have  regarded  himself  eqimlly  coo- 
has,  since  that  event,  affixed  advertisements  cemed  with  us  in  the  event  of  the  war,  and 
to  the  walls  and  gates  of  the  Black  Town,  for  from  whose  fertile  country  many  valuable  har> 
letting  to  the  best  bidder  tlie  various  districts,  vests  have  been  gathered  in,  wjiich  have  soU 
for  the  term  of  three  years;  and  has  continued  at  a  vai<it  price,  has,  I  understand,  ool^  coo- 
the  committee  of  revenue,  which  you  posi-  tributod  last  year,  towards  the  public  exigen- 
lively  ordered  to  be  abolished,  to  whom  he  has  cies,  the  very  inconsiJfrable  sum  of  one  lao 
■Uowed  enormous  salaries,  fitxn  6000  to  4000  of  pagodas,  and  a  few  thousand  pagoda»-wonh 
pagodas  per  annum,  which  each  member  has  of  grain. 

received  from  the   time  of  his  appointment,        **  I  am  much  concerned  to  acquaint  you,  that 

though  his  lordship  well  knows  that  most  of  ever  since  the  peace  a  dreadful  famine  has 

them  are  by  your  orders  disqualified,  by  being  swept  away  many  thousands  of  the  followers* 

ray  principal  creditors.  and  seapoys  families  ci  the  army,  from  Lord 

"If  those  acts  of  violence  and  outrage  had  Macartney's  neglect  to  send  down  grain. to 

been  productive  of  public  advantage,  I  conceive  the  camp,  though  the  roads  are  crowded  with 

his  lordship  might  have  held  them  forward,  in  vessels :  but  his  lordship  has  been  too  intent 

extenuation  of  his  conduct ;    but  whilst  he  upon  his  own  disgrac^ul  schemes,  to  attend 

cloaks  his  justification  under  the  veil  of  your  to  the  wants  of  the  army.    The  negotiation 

records,   it  is  impossible  to  refute  his  asser-  with  Tippoo,  which  he  has  set  on  foot  through 

tions,  or  to  expose  to  you  their  fallacy ;  and  the  mediation  of  Monsieur  Bussy,  has  em- 

when  he  is  no  longer  able  to  support  his  con-  pk)yed  all  his  thoughts,  and  to  the  attainment 

duct  by  argument,  he  refers  to  those  records,  of  that  object  he  will  sacrifice  the  dearest  in- 

where,  I  understand,  he  has  exercised  all  his  terests  of  the  company-to  gratify  his  malev»> 

sophistry  and  malicious  insinuations,  to  render  lence  against  me,  and  for  his  own  private 

me  and  my  family  obnoxious  in  the  eyes  of  advantages.      The   endeavour   to  treat  with 

the  company,  and  the  British  nation ;  and  Tippoo,   through  the  means  of  the  French, 

yrhan  the  glorious  victories  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote  must  strike  you,   gentlemen,   as  highly  im* 

have  been  rendered  abortive  by  a  constant  de-  proper  and  impolitic ;  but  it  must  raise  yoor 

ficiency  of  supplies ;    and    when,  since  the  utmost  indignation  to  hear,  that  by  intercepted 

departure  of  that  excellent  general  to  Bengal,  letters  fix>m  Bussy  to  Tippoo,  as  well  as  from 

whose   loss  I  must   ever  regret,  a  dreadful  their  respective  vakeels,   and    from  nrkus 

fiunine,  at  the  close  of  last  year,  occasioned  accounts  from  Cuddaloje,  we  have  every  reason 

by  his  lordship's  neglect  to  lay  up  a  sufficient  to  conclude  that  his  lordship's  secretary,  Mr. 

stock  of  grain  at  a  proper  season,  and  fi^m  Staunton,  when  at  Cuddalore,  as  his  agent  to 

ais  prohibitory  orders  to  private  merchants ;  settle  the  cessation  of  arms  with  the  French, 

and  when  no  exertion  has  been  made,  nor  was  informed  of  all  their  operations  and  p'o~ 

advantage  gained  over  the  enemy ;  when  Hy-  jects,  and  coraequently  that  Jjord  iMbcwtnq- 

dor's  death  and  Tippoo's  return   to  his  own  ha$  iecreUy  tormived  at  Monnmr  Stub's  re^ 

dsminioQs  operated  in  no  degree  fbr  tho  bene-  eommendation  to  Typoo  ta  rttmn  into  tke  Cv 
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,  «  the  meant   of  procuring  the   most  of  truth  and  jusUce ;  and  while  that  is  hflard, 

lUageouM  temuy  and  furnishing  Lord  Ma-  the  wisdom  of  the  English  nation  cannot  fiul 

Of  with  the  plea  qf  neceetityfor  oonduding  to  accede  to  an  effectual  remedy  for  their  di^ 

M  a^ier  his  own  manntr :  and  what  further  tresses,  by  any  arrangement  in  which  their 

ms  the  truth  of  this  fact  is,  that  repeated  claims  may  be  duly  considered,  and  equitably 

ts,  as  well  as  the  alarms  of  the  inhabi-  provided  for ;  and  for  this  purpose  my  minis- 

to  the  westward,  leave  us  no  reason  to  ter,  Mrm  Macphgrsony  wiU  readify  aubscribey  m 

that  Tippoo  is  approaching  towards  us.  my  namey  to  any  agreement  you  may   think 

3rdship  has  issued  public  orders,  that  the  proper  to  adopt j  founds  on  the  same  prine^Uet 

ton  store  of  rice,  for  which  we  are  in-  with  either  of  the  engagements  I  entered  into 

d  to  the  exertions  of  the  Bengal  govern-  with  the  supreme  government  of  Ben£al,  for 

should  be  immediately  disposed  of,  and  our  mutoal  interest  and  advantage. — I  a4ways 

rictly  forbid  all  private  grain  to  be  sold  ;  pray  for  your  happiness  and  prosperity. ' 
lich  act  ho  effectually  prohibits  all  private 

tation  of  grain,  and  may  eventually  cause  ^  September,  and  Poetscrxpt  qf  1th  Septem- 

md  a  famme  as  that  which  wo  expen-  tfr^  n^^    Trandation  qfa  Letter  from  the 

at  the  cloeovof  last  year,  from  the  same  jVafto6  qf  Jrcot  to  the  Chairman  and  J)irec 

sighted  policy  and  destructive  prohibi-  tors  of  the  East  India  Company.— Received 

of  Lord  Macartney.  from  Mr.  James  Maepherson^  I4lh  January y 

Sut  as  he  has  the  fabrication  of  the  re-  nM. 

in  his  own  hands,  he  trusts  to  those 

1  representations  of  his  character  and  "  I  xeixr  you,  gentlemen,  to  my  inclnsod 

ct,  because  the  signatures  of  those  mem-  duplicate,  as  well  as   to  my  minister,  Mr. 

if  ffovernmcnt  whom  he  seldom  consults,  Macpherson,  for  the  particulars  of  my  suffe- 

fixed,  as  a  public  sanction  ;  but  you  may  rings.    There  is  no  word  or  action  of  mine 

k  just  idea  of  their  correctnen  and  pro-  that  is  not  perverted;  and  though  it  was  my 

,  when  you  are  informed,  that  his  lord-  intention  to  have  sent  my  son  Ameer-ul-Oin- 

uponmy  noticing  theheaty  ditbursements  rah,  who  is  well  versed  in  my  affairs,  to  Ben« 

for  secret  service  money,  ordered  the  sums  gal,  to  impress  those  gentlemen  with  a   full 

ttrudt  off,  and  the  accounts  to  be  erased  sense  ofmy  situation,  yet  I  find  myself  obliged 

lAe  cash-book  cf  the  company;   and    I  to  lay  it  aside,  from  the  insinuations  of  the 

I  cannot  give  you  a  better  proof  of  his  calumniating  tongue  of  Lord  Macartney,  that 

jemcnt    of  my  country  and    revenues,  takes  every  licence  to   traduce  every  action 

>y  calling  your  attention  to  his  conduct  of  my  life,  and  that  ofmy  son.    I  am  informed 

Ongolc  province,  and  by  referring  you  that  Lord  Macartney,  at  this  late  moment, 

I  lordship's  administration  of  your  own  intends  to  write  a  letter;  lam  ignorant  of  the 

re,  from  whence  he  has  brought  to  the  subject;  but  fully  perceive,  that  by  delaying  to 

:  account  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  pa-  send  it  till  the  yery  eve  of  the  dispatch,  ho 

for  the  last  year's  revenue,  yet  blazons  means  to  deprive  me  of  ail  possibility  of  com 

his  vast  merits  and  exertions,  and  ex-  municating  my  reply,  and  forwarding  it  for 

to  receive  the  thanks  of  his  committee  the   information  of  my  friends   in  England 

ouncil. — I  will  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Conscious  of  the  weak  ground  on  which  he 

linister,  James  Macpherson,  esq.  for  a  stands,  he  is  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  these 

particular  account  of  my  sutferings  and  artifices  to  mislead  the  judgment,  and  support 

ies,  to  whom  I  have  transmitted  copies  for  a  time  his  unjustifiable  measures  by  deceit 

papers  that  passed  with  his  lordship.  and  imposition.    I  wish  only   to    meet  and 

cannot  conclude  without  calling  your  at-  combat  his  charges  and  allegations  fairly  and 

D  to  the  situationof  my  different  creditors,  openly;  and  I  have  repeat^ly  and  urgently 

I  claims  are  the  claims  of  justice,  and  demanded  to  be  furnished  with  copies  of  those 

t  demands  I  am  bound  by  honour,  and  parts  of  his  fahrvcoted  records  relative  to  my- 

moral  obligation,  to  discharge ;  it  is  not  self;  but  as  he  well  knows  I  should  reftite  his 

ore  without  great  concern  1  have  heard  sophistry,  I  cannot  be  surprised  at  his  refusil, 

tations  tending  to  question  the  legality  of  though  I  lament  that  it  prevent    ;  ou,  grn- 

right  to  the  payment  of  those  just  debts  ;  tlemen,  from  a  clear  investigation  ( '  bis  con- 

>roceeded  from  advances  made  by  them  duct  towards  me. 

f  and  honourably  for  the  support  of  my  '  **  Inclosed  you  have  a  translation  cK  an  antes 

ind  the  public  affairs.    But  1  hope  the  from  the  kiilidar  of  Vellore :  /  haos  (ftousondt 

8  of  calumny  will  never  drown  the  voice  of  this  tame  kind;  but  this  ju?t  now  received 
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win  sanre  to  give  joa  some  idea  of  the  mise- 
ries brought  upon  this  my  devoted  country,  and 
the  wretched  inhabitants  that  remain  in  it, 
by  the  oppressive  hand  of  Lord  Macartney's 
management;  nor  will  the  embexxkmentM  of 
toUeetumt  thus  obtained,  when  broogfat  beibre 
you  in  proof  y  appear  less  extraordinary,  which 
thaUeertainfy  be  done  in  due  time,** 

TVanalation  of  an  Aneej  m  the  Perdan  Lan" 
guage^from  UxzeemidDoen  Caim,  theKiU 
bdar  of  Vdhre,  to  the  Nabob^  dated  iH  Sep- 
tember, 1 783.  Inclosed  in  the  Nabob*i  Letter 
to  the  C^ouTt  <fDireeloriy  September,  1783. 

*'I  HAVE  repeatedly  represented  to  your 
highness  the  violences  and  oppressions  exer- 
cised by  the  present  amildar  [collector  of  ro- 
renoe]  of  Lord  Macartney's  appointment,  over 
the  few  remaining  inliabitants  of  the  district 
of  Vellore,  Amb<M«,  Saulguda,  &c. 

"  The  outrages  and  violences  now  commit- 
ted, are  of  that  astonishing  nature  as  were 
aever  known  or  heard  of  during  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  circar.  Hyder  Naik,  the  cru- 
ellest of  tyrants,  used  every  kind  of  oppression 
in  the  circar  countries;  but  even  his  mear 
sures  were  not  like  those  now  pursued.  Such 
of  the  inhabitants  as  had  escaped  the  sword 
and  pUlage  of  Hyder  Naik,  by  taking  refuge 
in  the  woods,  and  withm  the  walls  of  Velku^, 
&c.  on  the  arrival  of  Lord  Macartney's  amil- 
dar to  Vellore,  and  in  consequence  of  his 
cowle  of  protection  and  support,  most  cheei^ 
fully  returned  to  *Jie  villages,  set  about  the 
cultivation  of  the  lands,  and  with  great  pains 
rebuilt  their  cottages. — But  now  the  amildar 
has  im|H-isoncd  the  wives  and  chiklren  of  the 
inhabitants,  seized  the  few  jewels  that  were 
on  the  bodies  of  the  women,  and  then,  before 
the  faces  of  their  husbands,  flogged  them,  in 
order  to  make  them  produce  other  jewels  and 
effects,  which  he  said  they  had  biuried  some- 
where under  ground,  and  to  make  the  inh«^- 
bitanis  bring  him  money,  notwithstandifli^ 
there  was  yet  no  cultivation  in  tho  country. 
TerriRed  with  the  flagellationS)  some  of  them 
produced  their  jewels,  and  wearing  apparel  of 
iheir  women,  to  the  amount  of  ten  or  fifteen 
pagodas,  which  they  had  hidden ;  others,  who 
declared  they  bad  ncxie,  the  amiklar  flogged 
their  women  severely,  tied  cords  around  their 
breasts,  and  tore  the  sucking  chiklren  (rom 
their  teats,  and  exposed  them  to  the  scorching 
heat  of  tlie  sua.  Tho^e  children  died,  as  did 
the  wife  ofRamsoamj/,  an  inhabitant  ol'Briiig-  • 
poo*-.    Ev«Q  this  coukl  not  f>iir  up  compassion 


in  the  breast  of  the  amildar.  Some  of  dte 
chiUrm  that  were  somevriiat  large,  ba  exposed 
to  sale.  In  short,  the  vif^eoces of  d»e  amildar 
are  so  astonishing,  that  the  people,  oo  aeeiag 
their  present  situation,  remember  the  loss  of 
Hyder  with  regret.  With  whomsoever  the 
amildar  finds  a  single  measure  ofiioltMaii,  or 
rioe,  he  takes  it  way  firom  him,  and  approfvi- 
ates  it  to  the  expenses  of  the  Sibim^  that  he 
keeps  up.  No  revenues  are  ooDected  from 
the  countries,  but  from  the  effects  of  the  poor 
wretched  inhabitants.  Those  ryota  [yeoMJ 
who  intended  to  return  to  their  bahitattoni, 
hearing  of  those  violences,  have  fled  fiv  refiige, 
with  their  wives  and  children,  into  Hvdw's 
country.  Every  day  is  ushered  in  dosed  with 
these  violences  and  disturiNooes.  I  have  no 
power  to  do  any  thing;  and  who  wiH  hear 
vrfaat  I  have  to  say?  My  business  is  to  in- 
form your  highness,  who  are  my  master.  The 
people  bring  their  complaints  to  me,  and  I 
tell  them  I  will  write  to  your  highness."* 


Trandation  of  a  Tellinga  Letter  from  Vetm 
Permaul,  Head  Dubaah  to  Lord  Maovtn^, 
in  his  own  hand-writing,  to  RqfokRaaii' 
chunda,  the  renter  qf  Ongde  ;  datad  9SA  sf 

*  [The  above*recited  practices,  or  prauices 
similar  to  them,  have  prevailed  in  almost  everv 
part  of  the  miserable  countries  oit  the  coast  of 
Coromande!,  for  near  twenty  vears  past.  Thai 
they  prevailed  as  strongly  and  generally  as  thej 
could  prevail,  under  the  adroinisirailon  of  the 
nabob,  there  can  be  no  question,  nocwithslao- 
dino:  the  assertion  in  the  beginninit^  of  the  above 
petition :  nor  will  it  be  otherwise,  whilst  affairs 
are  conducted  upon  the  principles  which  lnflo> 
ence  the  present  system.  Whether  the  parrien- 
lars  here  asserted  are  true  or  false,  neither  the 
court  of  directors  nor  their  ministry  have 
thought  proper  to  enquire.  If  they  are  true,  In 
order  to  bring  them  to  a/Tect  Lord  Macartney,  ii 
ought  to  be  proved  that  the  complaint  was  made 
to  him  ;  and  that  he  had  refuted  redre—.  In- 
stead of  this  fair  course,  the  cora^aint  fas  carrie^i 
to  the  court  of  directors.  The  ahove  is  one  ol 
th?  documents  transmitted  by  the  nabob,  it 
Droofof.his  charge  of  corruption  a^iost  liord 
Macanney.  If  genuine,  it  is  conclusive,  at  lea^i 
against  Lord  Macartney^s  principle  agent  ami 
manager.  If  it  be  a  forgery  (as  in  all  likelihooil 
ills)  it  is  conclusive  against  the  nabob  and  hb 
evil  counsellors  ;  and  fully  demonstrates,  If  an* 
thing  further  were  necessary  to  demonatate,  th 
necessity  of  the  (flause  in  Mr.  Fox*s  bill  prohi 
biting  the  residence  of  the  native  princes  ti  the 
company's  principal  settlements  :  whkh  clause 
was,  for  obvious  reasons,  not  admitted  into  Mr. 
Pittas.  It  shews  too  the  absolute  necessity  of  a 
severe  and  exemplary  punishment  on  certain  of 
his  English  evil  counsellors  and  creditors  ^'' 
whom  such  practices  are  carried  on.1 
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the  Hindoo  month  Mauaay^  in  the  year  Pkh 
vanamal,  oorruptmding  to  5th  Marchf  1782. 

1  PRUEKT  my  respects  to  you,  and  am  very 
▼clI  here,  wishing  to  hear  frequently  of  your 
welfare. 

Your  peasher  Vancatroyloo  has  brou^t  the 
Viaaeel  Bakees,  and  delivered  them  to  me,  as 
aUo  what  you  tent  him  for  me  to  deliver  to  my 
mattery  which  I  have  done.    My  matter  atjlrtt 
reused  to   take  it,  because  he  it  unacquainted 
tciih  your  dispotition,  or  what  kind  of  a  person 
you  are.     But  after  I  made  encomiums  on  your 
goodness  and  greaUiess  of  mind,  and  took  my 
oath  to  the  same,  and  that  it  vomdd  not  become 
fubUcf  but  be  hold  as  precious  as  our  lires, 
my  master  accepted  it.    You  may  remain  sa- 
tisfied, that  I  will  get  the  Ongole  business  set- 
tled in  your  name ;  I  will  cause  the  jamau- 
bundee  to  be  settled  agreeable  to  your  desire. 
It  was  formerly  the  nabob's  intention  to  give 
this  business  to  you,  as  the  govemour  knowi 
full  well,  but  did  not  at  that  time  agree  to  it, 
which  you  must  be  well  acquainted  with. 

Your  peasher  Vancatroyloo  is  a  very  caro- 
ful  p»od  roan— he  is  well  experienced  in  busi- 
ness— he  has  bound  me  by  an  oath  to  hup  all 
this  businest  secret,  and  that  hitown^yourSj  cmd 
my  hoes  are  responsible  for  it.    1  write  this 
leuer  to  you  with  the    greatest   reluctance, 
and  I  signified  the  same  to  your  peasher,  and 
declared  that  I  would  not  write  to  you  by  any 
means ;  to  this  the  peasher  urged,  that  if  I  did 
not  write  to  his  master,  how  could  he  know  to 
whom  he  {the  peasher)  delivered  the  money,  and 
what  must  his  master  think  of  it?  therefore  I 
write  you  this  letter,  and  send  it  by  my  ser- 
fmnt  R&manah,  accompanied  by  the  peasber's 
■errant,  and  it  will  come  safe  to  your  hands: 
after  perusal  you  wiU  send  it  back  to  me  im« 
»ediately--until  I  receire  it  I  don't  like  to 
•at  my  victuals,  or  take  any  sleep.     Your 
^eaaher  took  his  oath,  and  ii»^  me  to  writo 


this  for  your  satisfaction,  and  has  engaged  to 
me  that  1  shall  have  this  letter  returned  to  me 
in  the  ^»ace  of  twelve  days. 

The  present  govemour  is  not  like  the  for- 
mer govemours — he  is  a  very  great  man  in 
Europe"-and  all  the  great  men  of  Europe  are 
much  obliged  to  him  for  his  coodesceosioo  io 
accepting  the  government  of  this  place.    It  is 
his  custom  when  he  makes  friendship  with  any 
one  to  continue  it  always,  and  if  ^  is  a»  enmi- 
ty with  any  one,  he  never  will  desist  tiUhehas 
worked  his  destruction ;  he  is  now  exceedingly 
displeased  with  the  nabob,  and  you  will  under- 
stand by  and  by  that  thenabobU  business  cannot 
be  carried  on;   he   (the  nabob)  will  have  no 
power  to  do  any  thing  in  bis  own  affairs ,  you 
have  thertfcre  no  room  to  fear  him.    You  may 
remain  with  a  contented  mind— I  desired  the 
eovernour  to  write  you  a  leUer  for  your  satis 
Motion ;  the  govemour  said  he  would  do  so 
when  the  business  was  settled.    Tfa^  leUer 
you  must  peruse  as  soon  as  possible,  and  send 
it  back  with  all  speed  by  the  bearer  Ramadoo, 
accompanied  by  three  or  four  of  your  people, 
to  the  end  that  no  accident  may  happen  on  the 
road.    These  people  must  be  ordered  to  march 
in  the  night  only,  and  to  arrive  here  with  the 
greatest  dispatch.    You  sent  ten  mangoes  for 
my  master,  and  two  for  me,  all  which  I  have 
delivered  to  my  master,  thinking  that  ten  was 
not  sufficient  to  present  him  with.    I  write 
this  for  your  information,  and  salute  you  with 
ten  thousand  respects. 

I,  Muttu  Kistnah,  of  Madras  Patnam, 
dubash,  declare,  That  I  perfectly 
understand  the  Oentoo  language ; 
and  do  most  solemnly  affirm,  mat  the 
foregoing  is  a  trae  translation  of  the 
annexed  paper  writing  from  the  Gen- 
too  language. 

{Siffted)         Muttu  Kjftoah. 
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SUBSTANCE  OP  MR.  BURKE'S  SPEECH 

IN  THE  DEBATE  ON  THE  ARMY  ESTLMATES,  IN  THE  HOUSE  OP  COM 
MONS,  ON  TUESDAY,  THE  9Tn  DAY  OF  FEBRUARY,  179a  COMPRE- 
HE^T)ING  A  DISCUG3ION  OF  THE  PRESENT  SITUATION  OP  AFFAIRS 
IN  FRANCE. 


Mr.  Bc&kz*«  speech  on  ihe  report  of  the  bAboce.    U  the  increase  of  (feaee  eetaUab* 

army  eiAunates  has  not  been  correctly  stated  menta  demandtMl  oTpariiameat  agreed  wilh  tht 

in  some  of  the  public  papers.    It  is  of  conse-  manifest  appeannce  of  die  hahnre,  «•*"<**— rf 

queoce  to  him  not  to  be  misunderstood.    The  in  ministers,  as  to  the  particulars,  wooid  be 

matter  which  iocideotally  cam«  into  discussion  rery  proper.    If  the  increase  w«s  not  at  aV 

b  of  the  most  serious  importance.  It  is  thought  supported  by  any  sndi  appearance,  be  tfaooghl 

that  the  heads  and  substance  of  the  speech  great  jealoosy  might,  and  oi^fat  to  be,  catec^ 

will  answer  ibe  purpoise  sufficiently.      If  in  t&ined  on  that  mAfcCL 

making  the  absCj^ict,  through  delect  of  memory,  That  he  did  not  find,  oo  a  reriew  of  al 

in  the  person  f^  ho  now  gives  it,  any  difference  Europe,   that,   politically,   we   stood  in  tfas 

at  aU  should  be  perceived  from  the  speech  as  smallest  degree  of  danger  finm  any  one  stala 

it  was  spoken,  it  will  not,  the  editor  imagines,  or  kingdom  it  contained ;  nor  that  any  other 

be  found  in  any  thing  which  may  amount  to  a  foreign  powers  than  our  own  allies  were  Iflcely 

retraction  of  the  opinions  he  then  maintained,  to  obtain  a  considerable  preponderance  in  iIm 

or  to  any  softening  in  the  expressions  in  which  scale, 

they  were  conveyed.  That  France  had  hitherto  been  our  finA 

Mr.  Burke  spoke  a  considerable  time  in  object,  in  all  considerations  concerning  tbs 

answer  to  various  arguments  which  had  been  balance  of  power.    The  presence  or  absence 

msisted  upon  by  Mr.  GrenvUle  and  Mr.  Pitt,  of  France  totally  varied  every  sort  of  spefnla- 

for  keeping  an  increased  peace  estaUishment,  tion  relative  to  that  balance, 

and  against  an  improper  jealousy  of  the  mi-  That  France  is,  at  this  time,  in  a  political 

nisters,  in  whom  a  fuU  confidence,  subject  to  light,  to  be  considered  as  expunged  out  of  die 

respon^tibility,  ought  to  be  placed,  on  account  system  of  Europe.    Wbetho'  she  could  ever 

of  their  knowledge  of  the  real  situation  of  appear  in  it  again,  as  a  leading  power,  was 

adairs;  the  exact  state  of  which  it  frequently  not  easy  to  determine:  but  at  present  bc^con- 

happened,  that  they  coukl  not  disclose,  with-  sidered  France  as  not  politically  «xi*ting;  and 

out  violaling  the  constitutional  and  political  most  assuredly  it  would  take  up  mucfa  time  to 

secrecy,  necessary  to  the  well-being  of  their  restore  her  to  her  former  active  existenoe-* 

country.  ChUot  quoqwe   m   belUi  Jtanaate  aaHfieranis, 

Mr.  Burke  said  in  substance,  That  confi-  might  possibly  be  the  language  of  the  rising 

dence  might  become  a  vice,  and  jealousy  a  generation.    He  did  not  mean  to  deny  that  it 

virtue,  according  to  circumstances.    That  coo-  was  our  duty  to  keep  our  eye  on  that  nation, 

fidonce,  of  all  public  virtues,  was  the  most  and  to  regulate  our  preparation  by  the  syni|^ 

dangerous ,  and  jealousy  in  a  house  of  commons ,  toros  of  her  recovery . 

of  all  public  vices,  the  most  tolerable ;  espe-  That  it  was  to  her  ttrengthf  not  to  her  firm 

cially  where  the  number  and  the  charge  of  of  government^  which  we  were  to  attend;  be* 

standing  armies,  in  time  of  peace,  was  the  cause  republics,  as  well  as  monarchies,  wers 

question.  susceptiUe  of  ambition,  jealousy,  and  anger. 

That  in  the  annual  mutiny  bill,  the  annual  the  usual  causes  of  war. 

army  was  declared  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  But  if,  while  France  continued  in  thu  swoon 

preserving  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  we  should  go  on  increasing  our  expenses,  w« 

The  propriety  of  its  being  larger  or  smaller  should  certainly  make  ourselves  less  a  nutdi 

depended,  therefore,  upon  the  true  state  of  that  for  her,  when  '.t  became  our  concern  to 
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It  was  said,  that  as  she  had  ^edily  Mien, 
Ae  might  speedily  rise  again.  He  doubted 
this.  That  the  fall  from  an  height  was  with 
«n  accelerated  Telocity ;  bui  to  lift  a  weight  up 
to  that  height  again  was  citHcult,  and  opposed 
by  the  laws  <^phy8ict*4  and  political  gravitation. 

In  a  political  view.  France  was  low  indeed. 
She  had  lost  every  thing,  evcu  to  her  name. 

'  iacet  ingens  littore  truncus, 
Avolsumque  humeris   eaputy  ot  sine  nomine 
corpus."* 

He  Mras  astonished  at  it — he  M^as  alarmed  at 
it — he  trembled  at  the  uncertainty  of  all  human 
greatness. 

Since  the  house  had  been  prorogued  in  the 
summer  much  woik  was  done  in  France.  The 
French  had  shewn  themselves  the  ablest  archi- 
tects of  ruin  that  had  hitherto  existed  in  the 
world.  In  that  very  short  space  of  time  they 
had  completely  pulled  down  to  the  ground,  their 
monarchy ;  their  church ;  their  nobility ;  their 
law;  their  revenue ;  their  army;  their  navy; 
their  commerce ;  their  arts;  and  their  manu- 
fi&ctures.  They  had  done  their  business  for  ua 
as  rivals,  in  a  way  in  which  twenty  Ramillies 
or  Blenheims  could  never  have  done  it,  "Were 
we  absolute  conqucrours,  and  France  to  lie 
prostrate  at  our  feet,  we  should  be  ashamed  to 
send  a  commission  to  settle  Uicir  affairs,  which 
could  impose  so  hard  a  law  upon  the  French, 
and  90  destructive  of  all  their  consequence  as 
a  nati(Mi,  as  that  they  had  imposed  on  thoro- 
sdres. 

France,  bv  the  mere  circumstance  of  its 
vicinity,  had  been,  and  in  a  degree  always 
must  be,  an  object  of  our  vigilance,  either  with 
regard  to  her  actual  power,  or  to  her  influence 
and  example.  As  to  the  former,  he  had  spoken ; 
as  to  the  latter,  (her  example,)  he  should  say 
a  few  words :  for  by  this  example  our  fricnd- 
diip  and  our  intercourse  with  that  nation  had 
once  been,  and  might  again,  become  moro 
dangerous  to  us  than  their  worst  hostility. 

In  the  last  century,  Louis  the  Fourteenth 
had  established  a  greater  and  better  disciplined 
military  force  than  ever  had  been  before  seen 

•  Mr.  Burke,  probably,  had  in  his  mind  the 
remainder  of  the  passage,  and  was  filled  with 
•onw  congenial  apprchensiuns : 

'  rfsc  finis  Priami  fatnrum  ;  hie  exltus  ilium 
SoTjo  tulit,  Trojam  inceruam,  et  prolapsa  vi- 

dentem 
P^^ma;  tot  quandam  populis,  tcirisqne,  su- 

perbum 
Aegnaiorem  Asis.  Jacct  ingens  littore  o-uncus, 
Avolsumque  huroeris   caput,   et  sine  nomine 

eorpus. 
Jit  me  turn  primum  ssdvus  circamstetli  horror ; 
ObiCBpal :  aubiit  ehari  gaUtoru  tmago"- 


in  Europe,  and  with  it  a  perfect  despotism 
Though  that  despotism  was  proudly  arrayed  ir. 
manners,  gallantry,  splendour,  magnificence, 
and  even  covered  over  with  the  imposing  robes 
of  science,  literature,  and  arts,   it  was,  in 
government,  nothing  better  than  a  painted  and 
gilded  tyranny;  in  religion,  a  hard,  stern  into 
lerancc,  the  fit  companion  and  auxiliary  to  the 
despotic  tyranny  lyhich  prevailed  in  its  govern- 
ment.   The  same  character  of  despotism  insi- 
nuated itself  into  every  court  of  Euro}  c — the 
same  spirit  of  disproportioned  magnificence—- 
the  same  k>ve  of  standing  armies,  above  tRd^ 
ability  of  the  people.    In  particular,  our  then 
sovereigns,  King  Charles  and  King  James, 
fell  in  love  with  the  government  of  their  neigh- 
bour, so  flattering  to  the  pride  of  kings.    A 
similarity  of  sentiments  brought  on  connections 
equally  dangerous  to  the  interests  and  liberties 
of  their  country.    It  were  well  that  the  infec- 
tion had  gone  no  farther  than  (ho  throne.    The 
admiration  of  a  government  flourishing  and 
successful,  unchecked  in  its  operations,  and 
seeming  therefore  to  compass  its  objects  inore 
speedily  and  eflectually,  gained  something  upon 
all  ranks  of  people.    The  good  patriots  of  that 
day,   however,  struggled  against  it.      They 
sought  nothing  more  anxiously  than  to  break 
ofl^  all  communication  with  France,  and  to 
beget  a  total  alienation  from  its  councils  and 
its  example;   which,  by  the  animosity  picvar 
lent  between  the  abettors  of  their  religious  sy^ 
tcm  and  the  assertors  of  ours,  wop,  in  some 
degree,  cfl*ected. 

This  day  the  evil  is  totally  chanond  in 
Franco ;  but  there  is  an  evil  there.  The  dis- 
ease is  altered;  but  the  vicinity  of  the  two 
countries  remains,  and  must  remain ;  and  the 
natural  mental  habits  of  mankind  are  f  .ch, 
tiiat  the  present  distemper'  of  France  i  i  fai 
more  likely  to  be  contagious  than  the  old  one  , 
for  it  is  not  quite  easy  to  spread  a  passion  for 
servitude  among  the  people:  but  in  all  cm^  of 
the  opposite  kind  our  natural  inclination-^  are 
flattered.  In  the  case  of  despotism  tht.-e  is 
the  foedum  crimen  9ervitutia ;  in  the  last  the 
falsa  species  libertaHs ;  and  accordingly,  as  thv 
historian  says,  pronis  auribua  acdpitw. 

In  the  last  age  we  were  in  danger  of  being 
entangled  by  the  example  of  France  in  the  not 
of  a  relentless  dcsptotism.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  say  any  thing  upon  that  example.  It  exists 
no  longer.  Our  present  danger  from  the  ex- 
ample of  a  people,  whose  character  kn^ws  nc 
medium,  is,  with  regard  to  government,  a  dan- 
ger from  anarchy ;  a  danger  of  being  led  through 
an  admiration  of  succesfful  fraud  and  violence, 
to  ao  imitation  of  the  ezceaMSof  an  irratiooa!, 
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unprincipled,  proscribing,  confiscating,  pluD-  wicked  peraons  had  riiewn  a  strong  dispot^ 

dering,  ferocious,  bloodj,and  tyrannicaJ  demo-  tion  to  reoomowod  an  imitatioa  of  tbe  Freaek 

cracy.    On  tho  side  of  religion,  the  danger  of  spirit  of  reform.    He  was  so  strongly  opposed 

their  example  is  no  longer  from  intolerance,  to  any  the  least  tendency  towards  the  msoM 

but  fi'om  atheism ;  a  foul,  unnatural  rice,  foo  of  introducing  a  democracy  like  theirs,  as  wdl 

to  all  the  dignity  and  consolation  of  mankind ;  as  to  the  end  itself,  that  mochas  it  woiddafliiel 

which  seems  in  France,  for  a  long  time,  to  him,  if  such  a  thmg  could  be  attempted,  and 

have  been  embodied  into  a  faction,  accredited,  that  any  friend  of  his  could  concor  in  such 

and  almost  avowed.  measures,  (he  was  far,  very  far,  fitm  believiqg 

These  are  our  present  dangers  Crom  France :  they  could,)  he  would  abandon  his  best  firiends, 

but,  in  his  opinion,  the  very  worst  part  of  tho  and  join  with  his  worst  enemies  to  oppose 

example  set  is,  in  the  late  assumption  of  citi-  either  the  means  or  the  end;  and  to  resist  all 

zonship  by  the  array,  and  the  whole  of  the  ar-  violent  exertions  of  the  spirit  of  innovation,  so 

rangeroent,  or  rather  disarrangement  of  their  distant  from  all  princif^es  of  true  and  safe  t«- 

military.     He  was  sorry  that   his  right  ho-  formation  ;  a  spirit  well  calculated  lo  overturn 

nourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  had  dropped  even  states,  but  perfectly  unfit  to  amend  them, 

a  word  expressive  of  exultation  on  that  cir-  That  he  was  no  enemy  to  refiirmation.    A}- 

cumstance ;  or  that  ho  seemed  of  opinion  that  most  every  business  in  which  he  was  much  ooih^ 

the  objection  from  standing  armies  was  at  all  cemod,  from  the  first  day  he  sat  in  that  hooM 

lessened  by  it.    He  attribKitod  this  opinion  of  to  that  hour,  was  a  business  of  reformatioD; 

Mr.  Fox  entirely  to  his  known  zesJ  for  the  and  when  he  had  not  been  employed  in  oor- 

best  of  all  causes,  Liberty.    That  it  was  with  reeling,  he  had  been  employed  in  resiatio| 

a  pain  inexpressible  he  was  obliged  to  have  abuses.    Some  traces  of  this  spirit  in  him  now 

»^ven  the  shadow  ofa  difference  with  his  friend,  stand  on  their  statute4>ook.    In  his  opinion, 

whose  authority  wouM  be  always  great  with  any  thing  which  tmnecessarily  tore  to  pieces 

him,  and  with  all  thinking  people — Qimb  maa^  ihe  contexture  of  the  state,  not  only  prevemed 

tma  temper  cenadur  ruMt,  tt  erit  ^ua  maxima  all  real  reibrmation,  but  introduced  evils  which 

temper. — His  confidence  in  Mr.  Fox  was  such,  wouki  call,  but  perhaps,  call  in  vain,  for  new 

and  so  ample,  as  to  be  almost  implicit.    That  reformation. 

he  was  not  ashamed  to  avow  that  degree  of  That  he  thought  the  French  nation  very  nv 
docility.     That  when  the  choice  is  well  made,  wise.    What  they  valued  themselves  on,  was 
'  strongthens  instead  <^  oppressing  our  intel-  a  disgrace  to  them.    They  had  gkiried  (and 
wct.    That  he  who  calls  in  the  aid  of  an  equal  some  people  in  England  had  thou^t  fit  to  take 
understanding  doubles  his  own.    He  who  pro-  share  in  that  glory)  in  making  a  revolution; 
fits  of  a  njperiour  understanding,  raises  his  as  if  revolutions  were  good  things  in  themsehrea. 
powers  to  a  level  with  the  height  of  a  superiour  All  the   horrours,  and  all  the  crimes  of  the 
understanding  he  unites  with.    He  had  found  anarchy  which  led  to  their  revolutkm,  whicn 
the  benefit  of  such  a  junction,  and  would  not  attend  its  progress,  and  which  may  virtually 
lightly  depart  from  it.    Ho  wished  ahnost,  on  attend  it  in  its  establishment,  pass  for  nothin| 
all  occasions,  that  kis  sentiments  were  tmder*  with  the  lovers  of  revolutions.    The  Frendi 
stood  to  be  conveyed  in  Mr.  Fox's  words ;  and  have  made  their  way  through  the  destructioia 
that  he  wished,  as  among  the  greatest  benefiu  of  their  country,  to  a  bad  constitution,  whsb 
he  could  wish  the  country,  an  eminent  share  they  were  absolutely  in  possession  of  a  good 
(X  power  to  that  right  honourable  gentleman ;  one.    They  were  in  pouession  of  it  tbe  day 
because  he  knew  that,  to  his  great  and  mas-  the  states  met  in  separate  orders.    Their  bit- 
terly understanding,  he  had  joined  the  greatest  siness,  had  they  been  either  virtuous,  or  wiaa« 
possiUe  degree  o£  that  natural  moderation,  or  had  been  left  to  their  4wn  judgment,  was 
which  is  the  best  corrective  of  power ;  that  he  to  secure  the  stability  and  independence  of  lfa« 
was  of  the  most  artless,  candid,  open,  and  b^  states,  according  to  those  ordk*rs,    under  the 
nevolent  disposition;  disinterested  in  the  ex-  monarch  on  the  throne.    It  was  then  their  doty 
treme ;  of  a  temper  mikl  and  placable,  even  to  to  redress  grievances, 
a  fiiult ;  without  one  drop  of  gaU  in  his  whole  Instead  of  redressing  grievances,  and  ioh 
constitution.  proving  the  fabric  of  their  state,  to  wliich  tht}f 

That  tho  house  must  perceive,  fix>m  his  were  called  by  their  monarch,  and  sent  bjr 

coming  forward  to  mark  an  expression  or  two  their  coimtry,  they  were  made  to  take  a  rttj 

of  his  best  friend,  how  anxious  he  was  to  keep  different  course.    They  first  destroyed  aB  the 

the  distemper  of  France  firom  the  least  counte>  balances  and  counterpoises  which  serve  to  b 

oanra  in  England,  where  he  was  sure  some  the  state,  tnd  to  giw  it  a  ■tead^din^kn:aiii' 
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nhkh  furnish  sure  correctives  to  any  Tioleot  to  the  events  which  had  hi4>pened  in  France, 

spirit  which  may  prevail  in  any  of  the  orders,  where  the  abstract  principle  was  clothed  with 

These  balances  existed  in  their  oldest  conati-  its  circumstances,  he  thought  that  his  friend 

tution;  and  in  the  constitution  of  this  country;  would  agree  with  him,  that  what  was  done 

and  in  the  constitution  of  all  the  countries  in  there  furnislied  no  matter  of  exultation,  eithei 

Europe.  These  they  rashly  destroyed,  and  then  in  the  act  or  the  example.    These  soldiers 

they  melted  down  the  whole  into  one  incoogru-  were  not  citizea^ ;  but  base  hireling  mutineers, 

ous,  ill-connected  mass.  and  mercenary  sordid  deserters,  wholly  destip 

When  they  had  done  this,  they  instantly,  tute  of  any  honourable  principle.    Their  con 

and  with  the  most  atrocious  perfidy  and  breach  duct  was  one  of  the  fruits  of  that  anarchic 

of  all  faith  among  men,  laid  the  axe  to  the  root  spirit,  from  tlie  evils  of  which  a  democracy 

of  ail  property,  and  consequently  of  all  national  itself  was  to  be  resorted  to,  by  those  who  were 

prosperity,  by  the  principles  they  established,  the  least  d'lsposed  to  that  form,  as  a  sort  of 

and  the  example  they  set,  in  confiscating  all  refhge.    It  was  not  an  army  in  corps  and  with 

the  possessions  of  tlie  church.    They  rnade  discipline,  and  embodied  under  the  respectable 

and  recorded  a  sort  o(  tnstitule  and  digcMt  of  palriotcitizens  of  the  state  in  resisting  tyranny, 

anarchy,  called  the  rights  of  man,  in  such  a  Nothing  like  it.    It  watf  the  case  of  commoo 

pedantic  abuse  of  elementary  principles   as  soldiers  deserting  from  their  officers,  to  join  a 

would  have  disgraced  boys  at  school ;  but  this  furious,  licentious  populace.    It  was  a  deser- 

declaration  of  rights  was  worse  than  trifling  tion  to  a  cause,  the  real  object  of  which  was  to 

and  pedantic  in  them ;  as  by  their  name  and  level  all  those  institutions,  and  to  break  all 

authority  they  systematically  destroyed  every  those  connections,  natural  and  civil,  that  regu- 

Hold  of  authority  by  opinion,  religious  or  civil,  late  and  hold  together  tlio  oommunity  by  a  chain 

on  the  minds  olShe  people.    By  this  mad  de-  of  subordination ;  to  raise  soldiers  against  their 

daration  they  subverted  the  state ;  and  brought  officers ;  servants  against  their  masters ;  trades- 

3Q  aucb  calamities  as  no  country,  without  a  men  against  their  customers ;  artificers  against 

long  war,  has  ever  been  known  to  suffer,  and  their  employers  ;  tenants  against  their  land- 

which  may  in  the  end  produce  such  a  war,  lords ;  curates  against  their  bishops ;  and  chil- 

and  perhaps,  many  such.  dren  against  their  parents.     That  this  cause 

With  them  the  question  was  not  between  of  theirs  was  not  an  enemy  to  servitude,  but  to 

despotism  and  liberty.  The  sacrifice  I  hey  made  society. 

of  the  peace  and  power  of  their  country  was  He  wished  the  house  to  consider,  how  the 

not  made  on  the  altar  of  freedom.    Freedom,  members  woukl  like  to  have  their  mansiont 

ind  a  better  security  for  freedom  than  tliat  pulled  down  and  pillaged,  their  persons  abused, 

(hey  have  taken,  they  might  have  had  without  insulted,    and    destroyed ;    their    title   deeds 

any  sacrifice  at  all.    They  brought  themselves  brought  out  and  burned  before  their  faces,  and 

into  all  the  calamities  they  suffer,  not  that  themselves  and  their  fiunilies  driven  to  seek  rcv 

through  them  they  might  obtain  a  British  con-  fuge  in  every  nation  throughout  Europe,  for  no 

stitatioQ ;  they  plunged  themselves  headlong  other  roason  than  tins ;  that  without  any  fault 

into  those  calamities,  to  prevent  themselves  of  theirs,  they  were  bom  gentlemen,  and  men 

from  settling  into  that  constitution,  or  into  any  of  property,  and  were  suspected  of  a  desire  to 

Ihinj  resernbhng  it.  preserve  their  consideration  and  their  estates. 

I'hat  if  they  shoukl  perfectly  succeed  in  what  The  desertion  in  France  was  to  aid  an  abomi- 

they  propose,  as  they  are  likely  enough  to  do,  nable  sedition,  the  very  professed  principle  of 

and  establish  a  democracy,  or  a  mob  of  demo>  which  was  an  implac^e  hostility  to  nobility 

eracies,  in  a  country  circumstanced  like  France,  and  gentry,  and  whose  savage  war-whoop  was 

ibey  will  establish  a  very  bad  government — a  "tiC  Anatoerate"  by  which  senseless,  bloody 

fery  bed  species  of  tyranny.  cry,  tlioy  animated  one  another  to  rapbe  and 

That,  the  worst  effect  of  all  (heir  procee-  murder ;  whilst  abetted  by  ambitious  men  of 

ding  was  on  their  military,  which  was  rendered  another  class,  they  were  crushing  every  thing 

•n  army  tar  every  purpose  but  that  of  defence,  respectable  and  virtuous  in  their  nation,  and  >o 

That,  if  the  question  was,  whether  soldiers  their  power  disgracing  almost  every  name,  by 

were  to  forget  they  were  citizens,  as  an  ab-  which  we  formerly  knew  there  was  such  a 

•Iract   proposition,  he  could    have  no  diflfe"  country  in  the  world  as  France.        ^ 

rence  about  it;  though  as  it  is  usual,  when  He  knew  too  well,  and  he  felt  as  much  as 

abstract  principles  are  to  be  applied,  much  any  man,  bow  difficult  it  was  to  accommodate 

was  to  be  thought  on  the  manner  of  uniting  the  a  standing  army  to  a  free  constitution,  or  to 

tharad  V  of  citizen  and  sokiier.  But  as  applied  any  constitution.   An  armed,  disciplined  body 
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if,  in  iti  Biioaet,  dangeroui  to  liberty ;  undi*-  To  this  prince,  lo  inrited,  the  arifloentk 

dplined  it  ii  niinous  to  locie^.    Its  compo-  leaden  who  commanded  the  tioope  went  oiw 

neat  parti  are,  in  the  latter  cane,  neither  good  widi  their  eereral  oorpa,  in  bodiea,  to  the  d^ 

dtiient  nor  good  eoldieri.    What  have  the/  livercr  of  their  country.    Ariatoentic  leuitn 

thought  of  in  Franco,  under  such  a  difficidtj  as  brought  up  die  corps  of  citixens  who  nevHj 

almost  pots  the  human  faculties  to  a  stand  ?  enlisted  in  this  cause.     Military  obedience 

They  haro  put  their  army  under  such  a  variety  changed  its  object ;  but  military  discipline  wts 

of  principles  of  doty,  that  it  is  more  likely  to  not  for  a  moment  interrupted  in  its  principle. 

brMd  litigants,  pettifoggers,  and  mutineers,  The  troops  were  ready  for  war,  but  indisposed 

than  Buldiers.*    They  have  set  up,  to  balance  to  mutiny. 

their  crown  army,  another  army,  deriving  un-         But  as  the  conduct  of  the  Elngiirit  armie? 

der  another  authority,  called  a  municipal  army  way  diifervnt,  so  was  that  of  the  whole  Engli^ 

—•a  bdaaca  of  armies,  not  of  orders.    These  nation  at  that  time.     In  truth,  the  circum* 

Utter  thay  have  destroyed  with  every  mark  of  stances  of  our  revolution  (as  it  is  called)  and 

insnU  and  oppression.    States  may,  and  they  that  of  France  are  just  the  reverse  of  each  ^ 

win  best,  exist  with  a  partition  of  civil  powers,  other  in  almost  every  particular,  and  in  the  \ 

Annies  cannot  exist  under  a  divided  command,  whole  spirit  of  the  transaction.     With  us  ii 

This  iKate  of  things  he  tliouglit,  in  effect,  a  was  the  case  of  a  legal  monarch  attemptini^ 

state  of  war,  or,  at  best,  but  a  truce  instead  arbitrary  power — in  France  it  b  the  case  of 

of  peace,  in  the  country.  an  arbitrary  monarch,  beginning,  from  whas 

What  a  dreadful  thing  is  a  standing  army,  ever  cause,  to  legalise  his  autliority.   The  one 

lor  the  conduct  of  the  whcrfe  or  any  part  of  was  to  be  resisted,  the  other  %vas  to  be  mans- 

which,  no  man  is  responsible  !    In  the  present  ged  and  directed ;  but  in  neither  case  was  the 

stato  of  the  French  crown  army,  is  the  crown  order  of  the  state  to  be  changed,  lect  gorem- 

raspoosible  for  the  whole  of  it?    Is  there  any  ment  might  be  ruined,  which  ought  oidy  to  be 

gmieral  who  can  be  responsiUe  for  the  obe-  corrected  and  legalised.  With  us  we  go:  rid  of 

dience  of  a  brigade?  any  colonel  for  that  of  a  the  man,  and  preserved  the  cnnstitumt  parts 

regiment?  Any  captain  for  that  of  a  company?  of  the  state.     There  they  got  rid  of  tli<-  coo- 

Aad  as  to  the  municipal  army,  reinforced  as  it  is  stituont  parts  of  the  state,  aiui  koep  tlie  man. 

bjthenevN  citizciwloscrtcrs.  under  whose  com-  What  we  did  wan  in  truth  and  substance,  and 

mand  are  they  ?    Have  we  not  seen  them,  not  in    a   (jnnslitutional   light,  a  revolution,  not 

led  by,  but  draggiu*;  their  nominal  commander  made,  but  prevented.    We  took  solid  seen* 

with  a  rope  about  his  neck,  when  they,  or  those  rities;  wc  settled  doubtful  questions ;  we  cor> 

whom  tliey  accompanied,  proceeded  to  the  most  rected  anomalies  in  our  law.    In  the  stable 

atrocious  acts  of  treason  and  murder  ?   Are  any  fundamental  parts  of  our  constitution  we  made 

of  theve  armies  ?    Are  any  of  these  citizens?  no  revolution;  no,  nor  any  alteration  at  all 

We  have  in  such  a  difficulty  as  that  of  fitting  We  did  not  impair  tlie  monarchy.    Perliaps  it 

^  standing  army  lo  the  state,  he  conceived,  might  bo  shei^n  that  we  strengthened  it  ver^ 

done  much  better.    We  have  not  distracted  considerably.   The  nation  kept  the  same  ranks, 

our  army  by  divided  principles  of  obedience,  the  same  orders,  the  same  privileges,  the  same 

We  have  put  them  under  a  single  authority,  franchises,  the  same  rules  for  property,  the 

with  a  simple  (our  common)  oath  of  fidelity ;  ume  subordinations,  the  same  order  in  the  law, 

end  we  keep  the  whole  under  our  annual  in-  in  the  revenue,  and  in  the  magistracy ;  the 

spection.     This  was  doing  all  that  could  be  Mune  lords,  the  same  commons,  the  same  cor- 

safely  done.  porations,  the  same  electors. 

He  felt  some  concern  that  this  strange  thing         The  church  was  not  impaired.    Her  estates, 

called  a  Revolution  in  France,  shouki  be  com-  her  majesty,  her  splendour,  her  orders  and  grai- 

pared  with  the  glorious  event  commonly  called  dations  continued  the  same.    She  was  preser- 

the  Revolution  in  England ;  and  the  conduct  red  in  her  full  efficiency,  and  cleared  only  of 

of  the  soldiery,  on  that  occasion,  compared  a  certain  intolerance,  whicn  was  her  i^-eak- 

with  the  behaviour  of  some  of  the  troops  of  ness  and  disgrace.     The  church  and  the  stato 

France  in  the  present  instance.   At  that  period  were  the  same  after  the  revolution  that  thcj 

the  Prii^  of  Orange,  a  prince  of  the  Uood  were  before,  but  better  secured  in  every  part, 
royal  in^n^dand,  was  called  in  by  the  flower        Was  little  done  because  a  revolution  wms 

of  the  English  aristocracy  to  defend  its  ancient  not  made  in  the  constitution  ?    No !    Eirenr 

constitution,  and  not  to  level  all  distinctions,  tiling  was  done  ;  because  we  commenced  widn 

repvation  not  with  ruin.  Accordingly  the 

•  They  are  sworn  to  obey  the  king,  the  nation,  flourished.    Instead  of  lying  as  dead,  in  a 

aud  the  law  of  trance,  or  expose  as  some  others,  m 


ON  THE  A.RMY  ESTIMATES,  179a  455 

fl^vptic  fit,  to  the  pity  or  derbion  of  the  the  particulars  <^  their  conduct.    Ho  declaredt 

Wivtd,   for  her   wild,   ridiculous,   convulsire  that  he  did  not  affect  a  democracy.    That  he 

n  iToments,  impotent  to  every  purpose  but  that  always  thought  any  of  the  simple,  unbalanced 

ol  ibj!>hing  out  her  brains  against  tlie  pave-  governments  bad ;  simple  monarchy,  sin^e 

moiit.  Great  Britain  rose  above  the  standard,  aristocracy,  simple  democracy ;  he  held  them 

evt;n  o«  her  former  self.    An  era  of  a  more  all  imperfect  or  vicious :  all  were  bad  by  them* 

Improved  domestic  prosperity  then  commenced,  selves:  the  composition  alone  was  good.  That 

and  stl'l  continues,  not  only  unimpaired,  but  these  had  been  always  his  principles,  in  which 

growing,  under  the  wasting  hand  of  time.    All  he  had  agreed  with  his  friend  Mr.  Burke,  of 

die  enerpes  of  the  country  were  awakened,  whom  ho  said  many  kind  and  flattering  things, 

England  ne/er  preserved  a  firmer  countenance,  which  Mr.  Burke,  I  take  it  for  granted,  will 

or  a  more  vi^rous  arm,  to  all  her  enemies,  and  know  himself  too  well  to  think  he  merits,  from 

to  all  her  riiiils.    Europe  under  her  respired  any  thing  but  Mr.  Fox's  acknowledged  good- 

and  revived.     Every  whore  she  appeared  as  nature.    Mr.  Fox  thought,  however,  that,  in 

fhe  protector,  asscrtor,  or  avenger  of  liberty,  many  cases,  Mr.  Burke  was  rather  carried  too 

A  war  was  maderand  supported  against  furttme  far  by  his  hatred  to  innovation, 

tself.    The  treaty  of  Ryswick,  which  first  Mr.  Burke  said,  he  well  knew  that  those  had 

imited  the  power  of  France,  was  soon  aAer  been  Mr.  Fox's  invariable  opinions ;  tliat  th^ 

made :  the  grand  a^iance  very  shortly  followed,  were  a  sure  ground  for  the  confidence  of  his 

which  shook  to  the  foundations  the   dreadful  country.    But  he  hod  been  fearful,  that  cabals 

|iowcr  which  menaced  the  independence  oi  of  very  diflcrent  intenti(»is,  would  be  ready  to 

mankind.     The  states  of  Europe  lay  happy  make  use  of  his  great  name,  against  his  dtwr 

under  the  shade  of  a  great  and  free  monarchy,  racter  and  sentiments,  in  order  to  derive  a 

which  knew  how  to  be  great  without  endan-  credit  to  their  destructive  machinations, 

gering  its  own  peace  at  home,  or  the  totemal  Mr.  Sheridan  then  rose,  and  maric  a  lively 

or  external  peace  of  any  of  its  neighbours.  and  eloquent  speech  against  Mr.  Burke ;  in 

Mr.  Burke  said  be  should  have  felt  very  un-  which,  among  other  things,  he  said  iJiat  Mr 

pleasantly  if  he  had  not  delivered  these  senti-  Burke  had  libelled  the  national  n*f«en!ih)y  of 

ments.    He  was  near  the  end  of  hb  natural,  France,  and  had  cast  out  ri-iluciioiH  <ii  suvb 

probably  still  nearer  the  end  of  his  political  characters  as  those  of  llie  Manpiis  de  Ij  F^r 

career;   that  he  was  weak  and  weary;  and  yctte  and  Mr.  Bailly. 

wished  for  rest.  That  he  was  little  disposed  Mr.  Burke  said  that  Ijc  diJ  not  libi-l  '.lie  nap 
to  controversies,  or  what  is  called  a  detailed  tionalassemblyof  Prance,  wIumu  lie  cm.  idered 
opposition.  That  at  his  time  of  life,  if  he  very  little  ir.  Mie  discussion  of  \)w.nt  matters, 
could  not  do  something  by  some  sort  of  weight  That  ho  thought  all  the  substa/iiiul  power  re- 
ef opinion,  natural  or  acquired,  it  was  useless  sided  in  the  republic  of  Paris,  wltoeo  autho- 
and  indecorous  to  attempt  any  thing  by  mere  riiy  guided,  or  whose  example  was  followed 
struggle.  Turpe  nenex  miles.  That  he  had  by,  all  the  republics  of  France.  The  re» 
for  that  reason  little  attended  the  army  busi-  public  of  Paris  had  an  army  under  their 
ness,  or  that  of  the  revenue,  or  almost  any  or'ers,  and  not  under  those  of  the  national 
other  matter  of  detail  for  some  years  past.  ,  assembly. 

That  he  had,  however,  his  task.    He  was  far  N.  B.  As  to  the  particular  gentlemen,  I  dc 

fiom  condemning  such  opposition ;  on  the  con-  not  remember  that  Mr.  Burke  mentioned  either 

trary,  he  most  highly  applauded  it,  where  a  of  them— certainly  not  Mr.  Bailly.    He  alio- 

just  occasion  existed  for  it,  and  gentlemen  bad  ded,  undoubtedly,  lo  the  case  of  the  Marquia 

vigour  and  capacity  to  pursue  it.    Where  a  de  la  Fayette ;  but  whether  what  he  asserted 

great  occasion  occurred,  he  was,  and  while  he  of  him  be  a  libel  on  him,  must  be  led  to  those 

continued  in  porliameot,  would  be  among  the  who  are  acquainted  with  the  business. 

most  active  and  ^»  most  earnest,  as  he  hoped  Mr.  Pitt  concluded  the  debate  with  beco- 

he  had  shewn  on  a  late  event.    With  r^'pect  ming  gravity  and  dignity,  and  a  reserve  on 

to  the  constitution  itself,  he  wished  few  alte-  both  sides  of  the  question,  as  related  to  France, 

rations  in  it.    Happy  if  he  led  it  not  the  worso  fit  for  a  person  in  a  ministerial  situation.    He 

ftr  any  share  he  had  taken  in  its  service.  said,  that  what  he  had  spoken  only  regarded 

Mr.  Fox  then  rose,  and  declared,  in  sub-  France  when  she  shouki  unite,  which  he  rather 

■tance,  that  so  far  as  regarded  the  French  thought  she  soon  might,  with  the  liberty  she 

army,  he  went  no  farther  than  the  general  had  acquired,  the  blessings  of  law  and  ordw. 

principle,  by  which  that  army  shewed  itself  He,  too,  said  several  civil  things  concerning 

iniisposed  to  be  an  instnmient  in  the  servitude  the  senliments  of  Mr.  Burkoj  as  applied  to  thif 

•f  tbeir  feUow-citiiens,  bat  did  not  enter  into  conitry. 


MR.  BURKE'S  REFLECTIONS 

ON  THE  REVOLQTION  IN  FRANCE,  AND  ON  TIIE  PROCEEDINGS 
IN  CERTAIN  SOCIETIES  IN  LONDON,  RELATIVE  TO  THAT 
EVENT.  IN  A  LETTER  INTENDED  TO  HAVE  BEEN  SENT  TO  A 
GENTLEMAN  IN  PARIS.     179a 


It  OMiy  not  be  unnecessary  to  inform  the     reason  to  ima|^e  that  I  think  mj 
Reader,  that  the  following  Reflections  had     of  such  ralue  as  to  widi  myself  to  be  solicited 


their  origin  in  a  correspondence  between  the  about  them.    They  are  of  too  little 

Author  and  a  very  young  gentleman  at  Paris,  quence  to  be  rery  anxiously  either  ooi 

who  did  him  the  honour  of  desiring  his  opi-  cated  or  withheld.    It  was  from  attemkm  to 

nion  upon  the  important  transactions,  which  you,  and  to  yon  only,  that  I  hesitated  at  ths 

then,  aiid  ever  since,  have  so  much  occupied  time  when  you  first  desired  to  receive  tbsm. 

the  attention  of  all  men.     An  answer  was  In  the  first  letter  I  had  the  honour  to  write  to 

written  some  time  in  the  month  of  October  you,  and  which  at  length  I  send,  I  ^vote  ne*> 

1789;  but  it  was  kept  back  upon  prudential  thcr  for,  nor  from,  any  description  of  meo; 

considerations.    That  letter  is  alluded  to  in  nor  shall  I  in  this.    My  erroora,  if  any,  are 

the  beginniiig  of  the  following  sheets.    It  has  my  own.    My  reputation  alone  is  to  answer 

been  since  forwarded  to  the  person  to  whom  it  for  them. 

was  addressed.    The  reasons  for  the  delay  in  You  see.  Sir,  by  the  long  letter  I  have 

sending  it  were  assigned  in  a  short  letter  to  transmitted  to  you,  that,  though   I  do  moit 

the  same  gentleman.    This  produccJ  on  his  heartily  wish  that  France  may  be  animated 

part  a  new  and  pressing  amplication  for  the  by  a  spirit  of  rational  liberty,  aod  that  I  diiak 

Author *s  sentiments.  you  bound,  in  all  honest  policy,  to  provide  a 

The  author  began  a  second  and  more  full  permanent  body,  in  which  that  spirit  may  r^ 

discussion  on  the  subject.    This  he  had  some  side,  and  aa  effectual  organ,  by  which  it  nay 

thoughts  of  publishing  early  in  the  last  spring ;  act,  it  is  my  misfortune  to  entertain  great  douU 

but  the  matter  gaining  upon  him,  he  found  that  concerning  several  material  points  in  your  late 

what  he  had  undertaken  not  only  far  exceeded  transactions. 

the  measure  of  a  letter,  but  that  its  importance  You  imagined,  when  you  wrote  last,  that  I 

required  rather  a  more  detailed  consideration  might  possibly  be  reckoned  among  the  ap> 

than  at  that  time  he  had  any  leisure  to  bestow  provers  of  certain  proceedings  in  France,  froiB 

upon  it.    However,  having  thrown  down  his  the  solemn  public  seal  at  sanction  th«y  bars 

first  thoughts  in  the  form  of  a  letter,  and  in^  received  firom  two  clubs  of  gentlemen  in  Loi^ 

deed  when  he  sat  down  to  write,  having  don,  called  the  Constitutional  Society,  and  ths 

intended  it  for  a  private  letter,  ho  found  it  Revolution  Society. 

difficult  to  diange  the  form  of  address,  when  I  certainly  have  the  honour  to  belong  to  more 

his  sentiments  had  grown  into  a  greater  ex-  clubs  than  one,  in  which  the  constitution  of 

tent,  and  had  received  another  direction.    A  this  kingdom,  and  the  princifdes  of  the  ^ 

diflferent  plan,  he  is  sensible,  might  be  more  rious  revolution  are  held  in  high  reverence 

&vourable  to  a  commodious  division  and  dis»  and  I  rodcon  myself  among  the  most  forward 

tributkn  /jf  his  matter.  in  mv  zeal  for  maintaining  that  conatitntion 

and  those  principles  in  their  utmost  puri^  and 

—  vigour.    It  is  because  I  do  so,  that  I  thiok  it 

necessary  for  me,  that  these  should  be  no  ni^ 

REFLECTIONS,  &c.  take.    Those  who  cultivate  the  meaoif  ofonr 

revolution,  and  those  who  are  attached  to  ^ 

Drui  Sim,  constitution  of  this  kingdom,  will  take  good 

You  are  pleiksed  to  call  agab,  and  with  care  how  they  are  involved  with  persons  whO| 


some  eamettness,  for  my  thoudUs  on  the  late    tnder  the  pretext  of  seal  towards  the 
proceedingi  in  Fraiioe.    I  wu  not  give  yon    btioB  and  oaoMitntigiii  too  fieifiMQlly 
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their  true  principles ;  and  are  ready  oo     given  splendour  to  obscurity,  and  distinction 
•Tery  occasion  to  depart  from  the  firm  but     to  undiscemed  meriL    Until  very  lately  I  do 

eautious  and  deliberate  spirit  which  produced  not  recollect  to  have  heard  of  thb  club.    I  an 

the  one,  and  which  presides  in  the  other,  quite  sure  that  it  never  occupied  a  roomenf 

Before  I  proceed  to  answer  the  nsore  material  of  my  thoughts ;  nor,  I  believe,  those  of  any 

particulars  in  your  letter,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  person  out  of  their  own  set.    I  find,  upon  in- 

give  you  such  information  as  I  have  been  able  quiry,  that  on  the  anniversary  of  the  revolu* 

to  obtain  of  the  two  clubs  which  have  thought  tion  in  1688,  a  club  of  dissenters,  but  of  what 

proper,  as  bodies,  to  interfere  in  the  concerns  denomination  I  know  not,  have  long  had  the 

of  France ;  first  assuring  you,  that  I  am  mM,  custom  of  hearing  a  sermon  in  one  of  their 

and  that  I  have  never  been,  a  member  of  either  churches ;  and  that  afterwards  they  spent  the 

of  those  societies.  day  cheerfully,  as  other  clubs  do,  at  the  tavern. 

The  first,  calling  itself  the  Constitutional  But  I  never  heard  that  any  public  measure,  or 

Society,  or  Society  for  Constitutional  Infoi^  political  system,  much  less  that  the  merits  of 

mation,  or  by  some  such  title,  is,  I  believe,  of  the  constitution  of  any  foreign  nation,  had  been 

seven  or  eight  years  standing.    The  institu-  the  subject  of  a  formal  proceeding  at  their  fes- 

tion  of  this  society  appears  to  be  of  a  charitar*  tivab;  until,  to  my  inexpressible  surprise,  I 

Ue,  and  so  far  of  a  laudaUe,  nature :  it  was  found  them  in  a  sort  of  public  capacity,  by  a 

intond(<d  for  the  circulation,  at  the  expense  of  congratulatory  address,  giving  an  authoritative 

the  members,  of  many  books,  which  few  others  sanction  to  the  proceedings  of  the  nationa*. 

would  be  at  the  expense  of  buying ;  and  which  assembly  in  France. 

might  be  on  the  hands  of  the  booksellers,  to        In  the  ancient  principles  and  conduct  of  the 

the  great  loss  of  an  useful  body  of  men.  Who-  club,  so  far  at  least  as  they  were  declared,  I 

ther  the  books  so  charitably  circulated,  were  see  nothing  to  which  I  coukl  take  exception 

ever  as  charitably  read,  is  more  than  I  know.  I  think  it  very  probable,  that  for  some  purpose. 

Possibly  several  of  them  have  been  exported  new  members  may  have  entered  among  them ; 

to  France ;  and,  like  goods  not  in  request  here,  and  that  some  truly  Christian  pditicians,  who 

may  with  you  have  found  a  market.    I  have  love  to  dispense  benefits,  but  are  careful  to 

heari  much  talk  of  the  lights  to  be  drawn  from  conceal  the  hand  which  distributes  the  dole, 

books  that  are  sent  from  hence.    What  im-  may  have  made  them  the  instruments  of  their 

provements  they  have  had  in  their  passage  (aa  pious  designs.    Whatever  I  may  have  reason 

it  is  said  some  liquors  are  meliorated  by  croe-  to  suspect  concerning  private  management,  I 

sing  the  sea)  I  cannot  tell :  but  I  never  heard  shall  speak  of  nothing  as  of  a  certainty  but 

a  man  of  common  judgment,  or  the  least  de-  what  is  public. 

gree  of  information,  sp«iik  a  word  in  praise  of        For  one,  I  should  be  sorry  to  be  thought, 

the  greater  part  of  tlio  publications  circulated  directly  or  indirectly,  concerned  in  their  pro- 

by  that  society ;  nor  have  their  proceedings  ceedings.  I  certainly  take  my  full  share,  along 

been  accounted,  except  by  some  ofthemselves,  with  the  rest  of  the  worU,  in  my  individual 

M  of  any  serious  consequence.  and  private  capacity,  in  speculating  on  what 

Your  national  assembly  seems  to  entertain  has  been  done,  or  is  doing,  on   the  public 

much  the  same  opinion  that  I  do  of  this  poor  stage ;  in  any  place  ancient  or  modem ;  in 

charitable  club.   As  a  nation,  you  reserved  the  the  republic  of  Rome,  or  the  republic  of  Paris  \ 

whole  slock  of  your  eloquent  acknowledgments  but  having  no  general  apostolical  mission,  be 

for  the  Revolution  Society ;  when  their  fellows  in*  a  citizen  of  a  particular  state,  and  being 

in  the  Constitutional  were,  in  equity,  entitled  bound  up  in  a  considerable  degree,  by  its  pub* 

to  some  share.    Since  you  have  selected  the  lie  wiH,  I  should  think  it  at  least  improper  and 

Revolution  Society  as  the  great  object  of  your  irregular  for  me  to  open  a  formal  public  corw 

4iational  thanks  and  praises,  you  will  think  me  respondence  with  the  actual  government  of  a 

excusable  in  making  its  late  conduct  the  sub-  foreign  nation,  without  the  express  authority 

ject  of  my  observations.    The  national  assem-  of  the  government  under  which  I  live, 
bly  of  France  has  ^iven  importance  to  these        I  ^ould  be  still  more  unwilling  to  enter  into 

gentlemen  by  adopting  them ;  and  they  return  that  correspondence,  under  any  thing  like  an 

the  favour,  by  acting  as  a  committee  in  Eng-  equivocal  description,  which  to  many,  unao* 

landfor  extending  the  principles  of  the  national  quainted  with  our  usages,  might  make  the 

•ssembly.    Henceforward  we  must  consider  address,  in  which  I  joined,  appear  as  the  act 

diem  as  a  kind  of  privileged  persons ;  as  no  of  persons  in  some  sort  of  corporate  capaci^ 

inconsiderable  members  in  the  diplomatic  body,  acknowledged  by  the  laws  of  this  kingdom,  and 

This  is  one  among  the  revolutions  which  have  authorized  to  speak  the  sense  of  sune  past  of 
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it.  On  account  of  the  ambiguity  and  uncor-  mon  sense,  ten  years  ago,  have  relicitatel 
ainty  of  unauthorized  general  descriptions,  France  on  her  enjoyment  of  a  government  (for 
and  of  tlic  deceit  which  may  be  practised  under  she  then  had  a  government)  without  inquiiy 
them,  and  not  from  mere  formality,  the  house  what  tlie  nature  of  that  government  was,  or 
of  commoas  would  reject  the  most  sneaking  how  it  was  administered  ?  Can  I  now  con- 
petition  for  the  most  trifling  object,  under  that  gratulate  the  same  nation  upon  its  freedonf 
mode  of  signature  to  which  you  have  thrown  Is  it  because  liberty  in  the  abstract  may  be 
open  the  folding-doors  <^your  |M'esence  cham-  ciairacd  among  the  blessings  of  mankind,  thil 
bcr,  and  have  ushered  into  your  national  assem-  I  am  seriously  to  felicitate  a  mad-man,  who  has 
bly  with  as  much  ceremony  and  parade,  and  escaped  from  the  protecting  restraint  and 
with  as  great  a  bustle  of  applause,  as  if  you  wholesome  darkness  of  his  cell,  on  his  restorm-^ 
had  been  visited  by  the  ^hole  representative  tion  to  the  enjoyment  of  light  and  liberty f 
majesty  of  the  whole  English  nation.  If  what  Am  I  to  congratulate  a  highwayman  and  mur* 
this  society  has  thought  proper  to  send  forth  derer,  who  has  broke  prison,  upon  the  recoveiy 
had  been  a  piece  of  argument,  it  would  have  of  his  natural  rights  ?  This  would  be  to  act 
signified  little  whose  argument  it  was.  It  over  again  the  scene  of  the  criminals  con> 
would  be  neither  the  more  nor  the  less  convin-  demned  to  tlie  gallics,  and  their  heroic  deli- 
cingoosccountof  the  party  it  came  from.  But  verer,  the  mctaphysic  knight  of  the  sorrowfiC 
this  hi  only  a  vote  and  resolution.    It  stands  countenance. 

solely  on  authority ;  and  in  this  case  it  is  the         Wlien  I  see  the  spirit  of  liberty  in  action,  I 
mere  authority  of  individuals,  few  of  whom  see  a  strong  principle  at  work  ;  and  this,  for  1 
appear.     Their  signatures  ought,  in  my  opi-  while,  is  all  I  can  possibly  know  of  it.    The 
nion,  to  have  been  annexed  totjfieir  instrument,  wild  gas,  the  fixed  air  Is  plainly  brcke  kwse: 
The  world  would  then  have  the  means  of  know-  but  we  ought  to  suspend  our  judgment  until 
ing  how  many  they  arc ;  who  they  arc  ;   and  the  first  cflTervcscence  is  a  little  subsided,  tiB 
of  what  value  their  opinions  may  be,  from  their  the  liquor  is  cleared,  and  until  we  see  some- 
personal  abilities,  from  their  knowledge,  their  thing  deeper  than  the  agitation  of  a  troubled 
expef  ience,  or  their  lead  and  authority  in  this  and  frotliy  surface.    I  must  bo  tolerably  sure, 
stale     To  me,  who  am  but  a  plain  man,  the  before  I  venture  publicly  to  congratulate  men 
proceeding  looks  a  little  too  refined,  and  too  upon  a  blessing,  that  they  have  really  received 
ingenious;  it  has  too  much  the  air  of  a  politi-  one.    Flattery  corrupts  both  the  receiver  and 
cal  stratagem,  adopted  for  the  sake  of  giving,  the  giver;  and  adulation  is  not  of  more  service 
under  a  high-sounding  name,  an  importance  to  to  the  people  than  to  kings.     I  should  therefore 
the   public  declarations  of  this  club,  which,  suspend  my  congratulations  on  the  new  liberty 
when  the  matter  came  to  be  closely  inspected,  of  France,  until  I  was  informed  how  it  had 
they  did  not  altogether  so  well  deserve.     It  is  been  combined  with  government ;  with  public 
a  policy  that  has  very  much  the  complexion  of  force  ;  with  the  discipline  and  obedience  oC 
a  fraud.  armies ;  with  the  collection  of  an  efTective  and 
I  flatter  myself  that  I  love  9  manly,  moral,  well-distributed   revenue;   with  morality  and 
regulated  liberty  as  well  as  any  gentleman  of  religion ;   with  solidity   and  property ;   with 
that  society,  be  he  who  he  will ;  and  perhaps  I  peace  and  order ;  with  civil  and  social  man- 
have  given  as  good  proofs  of  my  attachment  to  ners.    All  these  (in  their  way)  are  good  thinge 
that  cause,  in  the  whole  course  of  my  public  too;  and,  without  them,  liberty  is  not  a  benefit 
conduct.     I  think  I  envy  liberty  as  little  as  whilst  it  lasts,  and  it  is  not  likely  to  continue 
they  do,  to  any  other  nation.      But  I  cannot  long.    The  effect  of  liberty  to  individuals  is, 
stand  forward,  and  give  praise  or  blame  to  that  they  may  do  what  they  please:  we  ought 
any  thing  which  relates  to  human  actions,  and  to  see  what  it  will  please  them  to  do,  be^re 
human  concerns,   on  a  simple  view  of  the  we  risk  congratulations,  which  may  be  toqo 
object,  as  it  stands  stripped  of  every  relation,  turned  into  complaints.     Prudence  wouM  die- 
in  all  the  nakedness  and  solitude  of  mctaphy-  tate  this  in  the  case  of  separate  insulated  pri* 
sical  abstraction.    Circumstances  (which  with  vate  men ;  but  liberty,  when  men  act  in  bodies, 
some  gentlemen  pass  for  nothing)  give  in  rea-  is  power.     Considerate  people,  before   th^ 
lity  to  every  political  principle  its  distinguish-  declare  themselves,  will  observe  the  use  which 
ing  colour,  and  discriminating  effect.      The  is  made  0^ power;  and  particularly  of  so  tiT*  ' 
circumstances  are  what  render  every  civil  and  ing  a  thing  as  new  power  in  new  perscms,  of 
political  scheme  beneficial  or  noxious  to  man-  whose   principles,  tempers,  and   dispositioni 
kind.    Abstractetlly  speaking,  government,  as  they  have  little  or  no  experience,  and  io  situft» 
well  as  liberty,  is  good*  ^^  could  I,  in  com-  tioos,  where  those  who  appecr  (be  most  stir* 
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ring  in  the  scene  may  possibly  not  be  the  real  things  are  brought  about  in  many  instanoei  by 

murers.  means  the  most  absurd  and  ridiculous ;  in  the 

All  these  considerations  however  were  be>  most  ridiculous  modes ;  and  apparently,  by  ifa* 

low  the  transcendental  dignity  of  the  revolution  most  contemptible  instruments.    Every  thing 

society.    Whilst  I  continued  in  the  country,  seems  out  of  nature  in  this  strange  chaot  of 

(rom  whence  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  levity  and  ferocity,  and  of  all  sorts  of  efioMi 

you,  I  had  but  an  imperfect  idea  of  their  trans-  jumbled  together  with  all  sorts  of  foUios.    lo 

actions.    On  my  coming  to  town,  I  sent  for  an  viewing  this  monstrous  tragicomic  scene,  the 

account  of  their  procecdingn,  which  had  been  most  opposite  passions  necessarily  sueeeedi 

published  by  their  authority,  containing  a  ser^  and  sometimes  mix  with  each  other  in  the 

mon  of  Dr.  Price,  with  the  Duke  de  Roche-  mind;   alternate  contempt  and  indignatioB; 

fiuicault's  and  the  Archbishop  of  Aix's  letter,  alternate  laughter  and  tears ;  alternate 

and  several  other  documents  annexed.    The  and  horrour. 

whole  of  that  publication,  with  the  manifest  de-         It  cannot  however  be  denied,  that  to 

sign  of  connecting  the  affairs  of  France  with  this  strange  scene  appeared  in  quite  another 

those  of  England,  by  drawing  us  into  an  imi-  point  of  view.    Into  them  it  inspired  no  other 

tationof  the  conduct  of  the  national  assembly,  sentiments  than  those  of  exultation  and  rt|H 

gave  me  a  considerable  degree  of  uneasiness,  ture.      They  saw  nothing  in  what  has  been 

The  efi*ect  of  that  conduct  upon  the  power,  done  in  France,  but  a  firm  and  temperate  en* 

credit,  prosperity,  and  tranquillity  of  France,  ertion  of  freedom;  so  consistent,  on  the  whole, 

became  every  oay  more  evident.    The  form  with  morale  and  with  piety,  as  to  make  it  ^ 

of  constitution  to  be  settled,  for  its  future  polity,  serving  not  only  of  the  secular  applauee  of 

became  more  clear.    We  are  now  in  a  oondi-  dashing  M achiavelian  politicians,  but  to  ren> 

tion  to  discern,  with  tolerable  exactness,  the  true  dcr  it  a  fit  theme  for  ail  the  devout  effuneni 

nature  of  the  object  hekl  up  to  our  imitation,  of  sacred  eloquence. 

If  the  prudence  of  reserve  and  decorum  die-        On  the  forenoon  of  the  4ih  of  November 

tates  silence  in  some  circumstances,  in  others  lasi,  Doctor  Richard  Price,  a  non-confonning 

prudence  of  a  higher  order  may  justify  us  in  minister  of  eminence,  preached  at  the  diseen- 

speaking  our  thoughts.     Ti.e   beginnings  of  ting  meeting-house  of  the  Old  Jewry,  to  hk 

confusion  with  us  in  England  cxe  at  present  club  or  society,  a  very  extraordinary  miaeet 

feeble  enough ;  but  with  you,  we  have  seen  an  laneous  sermon,  in  which  there  are  some  good 

infancy  still  more  feeble,  growing  by  moments  moral  and  religious  sentiments,  and  not  ill 

into  a  strength  to  heap  mountains  upon  rooun-  expressed,  mixed  up  with  a  s<irt  of  porridge  of 

tains,  and  to  wage  war  with  heaven  itself,  various  political  opinions  and  reflections:  but 

Whenever  our  neighbour's  bouse  is  on  fire,  it  the  revolution  in  France  is  the  grand  ingr^ 

cannot  be  amiss  for  the  engines  to  play  a  little  dient  in  the  cauldron.     I  consider  the  address 

on  our  own.    Better  to  be  despised  for  too  transmitted  by   the  revolution  society  to  the 

anxious   apprehensions,  than  ruined  by  too  national  assembly  through   Earl   Stanhope, 

confident  a  security.  as  originating  in  the  principles  of  the  sermon, 

Solicitous  chiefly  for  the  peace  of  my  own  and  as  a  corollary  from  them.  It  was  moved 
country,  but  by  no  means  unconcerned  for  yours,  by  the  preacher  of  that  discourse.  It  was 
I  wish  to  communicate  more  largely,  what  was  passed  by  those  who  came  reeking  from  the 
at  first  intended  only  for  your  private  satis-  effect  of  the  sermon,  without  any  censure  or 
fiiction.  I  shall  still  keep  your  aflfairs  in  my  qualification,  expressed  or  implied.  If,  how- 
eye,  and  continue  to  address  myself  to  jrou.  In-  ever,  any  of  the  gentlemen  concerned  shnll 
dulging  myself  in  the  freedom  of  epistolary  in-  wish  to  separate  tlie  sermon  from  the  reeoluK 
tercourse,  I  beg  leave  to  throw  out  my  thoughts,  tion,  they  know  how  to  acknowledge  the  one, 
and  express  my  feelings,  just  as  they  ariso  and  to  disavow  the  other.  They  may  do  it: 
in  my  mind,  with  very  little  attention  to  formal  I  cannot. 

method.    I  set  out  with  the  proceedings  of  the        For  my  part,  I  looked  on  that  sermon  as  the 

revolution  society ;  but  I  shall  not  confine  my-  public  declaration  of  a  man  much  connected 

sdf  to  tliem.     Is  it  possible  I  shouki?    It  with  literary  caballers,  and  intriguing  phtkiso- 

looks  to  me  as  if  I  were  in  a  great  crisis,  not  phers  ;  with  political  theologians,  and  tbeok>> 

of  the  affairs  of  France  alone,  but  all  Europe,  gical  politicians,  botli  at  home  and  abroad.    I 

periiaps  of  more  than  Europe.    Ail  ctrcum-  know  they  set  him  up  as  a  sort  of  oracle ;  b»* 

stances  taken  together,  th^  French  revolution  cause,  with  the  best  intentions  in  the  wocld. 

is  the  most  astonishing  that  has  hitherto  hap-  he  naturally  phiiippixtt^  and  chaunts  his  pio> 

oenod   in  the  world.    The  roost  wondtvfiil  photic  song  in  exact  unison  with  their  dengpt 
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That  sermon  is  in  &  strain  which  I  believe  up<Ki  his  own  particular  principles^    It  is 

htt  not  been  heard  in  this  kingdom,  in  any  somewhat  remarkable  that  this  reverend  divine 

€f  the  pulpits  which  are  tolerated  or  encouraged  should  be  so  earnest  for  setting  up  new  churches, 

IB  iff  since  the  year  1648,  when  a  predecessor  and  so  peHectly  indifferent  concerning  the 

€f  Dr.  Price,  the  Reverend  Hugh  Peters,  made  doctrine  which  may  be  taught  in  thenL    Hii 

the  vault  of  the  king's  own  chapel  at  St.  James's  zeal  is  of  a  curious  character.    It  is  not  ibr  the 

rfaig  with  the  honour  and  privilege  of  the  saints,  propagation  of  his  own  opinions,  but  of  any 

wfaOf  with  the  **  high  praises  of  God  in  their  (pinions.    It  is  not  for  the  diffusion  of  truth 

moulhs,  and  a  fuw->edged  sword  in  their  hands,  but  for  the  spreading  of  contradiction.    Let 

wo  to  execute  judgment  on  the  heathen,  and  the  noble  teachers  but  dissent,  it  is  no  mattei 

pnnishments  upon  the  people ;    to  bind  their  from  whom  or  from  what.    This  great  point 

kmgM  with  chains,  and  their  nobkt  with  fetters  once  secured,  it  is  taken  for  granted  their  re* 

of  iron."'*'     Few  harangues  from  the  pulpit,  ligion  will  be  rational  and  manly.     I  doubt 

except  in  the  days  of  your  league  in  France,  whether  religion  would  reap  all  the  benefits 

or  in  the  days  of  our  solemn  league  and  cove-  which  the  calculating  divine  computes  from 

Dint  in  England,  have  ever  breatlied  less  of  this  **  great  company  of  great  preachers."    It 

the  spirit  of  moderation  than  this  lecture  in  the  wodd  certainly  be  a  valuable  addition  of  non- 

Oid  Jewry.    Supposing,  however,  that  some-  descripts  to  the   ample  collection  of  known 

thing  like  moderation  were  visible  in  this  po-  classes,  genera  and  species,  which  at  present 

Utical  sermon  ;  yet  politics  and  the  pulpit  are  beautify  the  hortu$  siccus  (^  dissent.     A  ser> 

tsms  that  have  little  agreement.     No  sound  mon  from  a  noble  duke,  or  a  noble  marquis,  or 

ought  to  be  heard  in  tlie  church  but  the  healing  a  noble  earl,  or  baron  bold,  wouki  certauiiy  in- 

voicsof  Christian  charity.    The  cause  of  civil  crease  and  diversify  the  amusements  of  this 

liberty  and  civil  government  gains  as  little  as  town,  which  begins  to  grow  satiated  with  the 

that  of  religion  by  this  confusion  of  duties,  uniform  round  of  its  vapid  dissipations.    I 

Those  who  quit  their  proper  character,  to  as-  should  only  stipulate  tliat  these  new  JUcss- 

iume  what  does  not  belong  to  ihem,  are,  (or  Johns  in  robes  and  coronets  should  keep  soms 

the  greater  part,  ignorant  both  of  the  character  sort  of  bounds  in  the  democratic  and  levelling 

they  leave,  and  of  the  character  they  assume,  principle  which  are  expected  from  their  titled 

Wholly  unacquainted  with  the  world  in  which  pulpits.    The  new  evangelists  will,  I  dare  say, 

they  are  so  fond  of  meddling,  and  inexpe-  disappoint  the  hopes  that  are  conceived  of 

rienced  in  all  its  affairs,  on  which  they  pro-  them.    They  will  not  become,  literally  as  well 

Boonce  with  so   much  confidence,  they  have  as  figuratively,  polemic  divines,  nor  be  di»> 

nothing  of  politics  but  the  passions  they  excite,  posed  so  to  drill  their  congregations,  that  they 

Surely  the  church  is  a  place  where  one  day's  may,  as  in  former  blessed  times,  preach  their 

truce  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  dissensions  doctrines  to  regiments  of  dragoons,  and  coips 

and  animosities  of  mankind.  of  in&ntry  and  artillery.    Such  arrangements. 

This  pulpi :  style,  revived  after  so  long  a  however  favourable  to  the  causo  of  oooq>ubor7 

discontinuance,  bad  to  me  the  air  of  novelty,  fi-eedom,  civil  and  religious,  may  not  be  equally 

and  of  a  novelty  not  wholly  without  danger.    I  conducive  to  the  national  tranquillity.    These 

do  not  charge  this  danger  equally  to  every  part  few  restrictions  I  hope  are  no  great  stretches 

of  the  discourse.    The  hint  given  to  a  noUe  of  intolerance,  no  very  violent  exertions  of 

and  reverend  lay-divine,  who  is  supposed  high  despotism. 

in  office  in  one  of  our  universities,!  and  other  But  I  may  say  of  our  preacher,  "  utmosi 

lay-divines  ''  of  rank  and  literature,"  may  be  nugii  toia  ilia  dedia$d  Umpora  «eeia<id»."— All 

proper  and  seasonable,  though  somewhat  new.  things  in  this  his  fiilminating  bull  are  not  of  so 

If  the  noble  Seekers  should  find  nothing  to  innoxious  a  tendency.    His  doctrines  affect 

mtisfy  their  pious  fancies  in  the  oki  staple  of  our  constitution  in  its  vital  parts.    He  teDs  tho 

the  national  church,  or  in  all  the  rich  variety  revolution  society,  in  this  political  sermon,  that 
to  be  found  in  the  well-assorted  warehouses  of 

the  dissenting  congregations.  Dr.  Price  advises  ....  .     - 

|b«.  .0  imp™™  upon  n<«««rformuy ;  and  U>  ^^^^''^^^t^'pu^l^  .^tri".;."."^^ 

let  op,  each  of  them,  a  separate  meetmg-house  if  they  can  find  no  worship  out  of  the  church 

which  they  approve,  to  aet  up  a  aefMsratt  t90r> 
ahip  for  ikemselvea  ;  and  by  doing  this,  and 

t  Psalm  cxlix.  giving  an  example  or  a  rauonal  and  manly  wor 

t  Discourse  on  the  Love  of  our  Country,  Nov  ship,  men  of  weight  Trom  their  rank  and  licera 

4)  1789,  by  Dr.  Richard  Price,  8d  editk>n,  p.  17  ture  may  do  the  greatest  service  lo  society  and 

(ud  18.  the  world.''    P.  18,  Dr.  Price's  Sermon. 
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Im  majesty  **  is  almost  the  anfy  lawful  king  in  they  come  to  be  examined  upon  the  plain 
die  world,  because  the  onitf  one  who  owes  his  meaning  of  their  words,  and  thu  direct  tendency 
crown  to  the  choice  of  hi»  people.^*    As  to  the  of  their  doctrines,  then  equivocations  and  slip* 
kings  of  the  world,  all  of  whom  (except  one)  pery  constructions  come  into  play.     Wheq 
diis  arch  pontiff  of  the  rights  ^metiy  with  aU  ■  they  say  the  king  owes  his  crown  to  the  choice 
the  plenitude,  and  with  more  than  the  boldness  of  his  people,  and  is  therefore  the  only  lawful 
of  the  papal  deposing  power  in  its  meridian  sovereign  in  the  workl,  they  will  perhaps  tell 
fervour  of  the  tweUlh  century,  puts  into  one  us  they  mean  to  say  no  more  than  that  some  of 
sweeping  clause  of  ban  and  anathema,  and  the  king's  predecessors  have  been  called  to  the 
proclaims  usurpers  by  circles  of  longitude  and  throne  by  some  sort  of  choice  ;  and  therdbre 
latitude,  over  the  whole  globe,  it  behoves  them  he  owes  hb  crown  to  the  choice  of  his  people, 
to  consider  how  they  admit  into  their  territo-  Thus,  by  a  miserable  subterfuge,  they  hope  to 
ries  these  apostolic  missionaries,  who  are  to  render  their  proposition  safe,  by  rendering  it 
tell  their  subjects  they  are  not  lawful  kings,  nugatory.    They  are  welcome  to  the  asylum 
That  is  their  concern.    It  is  ours  as  a  domes-  they  seek  for  their  offence^  since  they  take 
tic  btcrest  of  some  moment,  seriously  to  con-  refuge  in  their  foUy.    For,  if  you  admit  thu 
aider  the  solidity  of  the  mJy  principle  upon  interpretation,  how  does  their  idea  of  election 
which  these  gentlemen  acknowledge  a  king  of  differ  fiftMn  our  idea  of  inheritance  ?    And  how 
Great  Britain  to  be  entitled  to  their  allegiance,  does  the  settlement  of  die  crown  in  the  Bruna- 
This  doctrine,  as  applied  to  the  prince  now,  wick  line  derived  from  James  the  first,  come 
on  the  British  throne,  either  is  nonsense,  and  to  legalize  our  monarchy,  rather  than  that  of 
therefore  neither  true  nor  false,  or  it  affirms  a  any  d*  the  neighbouring  countries  ?    At  some 
most  unfounded,  dangerous,   illegal,  and  un-  time  or  other,  to  be  sure,  all  the  beginners  of 
constitutional   position.      According   to   this  dynasties  were  chosen  by  those    who  called 
spiritual  doctor  of  politics,  if  his  majesty  does  them  to  govern.     There  is  ground  enough  for 
not  owe  his  crown  to  the  choice  of  his  people,  the  opinion  that  all  the  kingdoms  of  Europe 
he  is  no  lawftd  king.    Now  nothing  can  be  were  at  a  remote  period,  elective,  with  mtve 
more  untrue  than  that  the  crown  of  this  king^  or  fewer  limitations  in  the  objects  of  choice  ; 
dom  is  so  held  by  his  majesty.    Therefore  if  but  whatever  kings  might  have  been  here  or 
you  follow  their  rule,  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  elsewhere,  a  thousand  years  ago,  or  in  what- 
who  most  certainly  does  not  owe  his  high  ever  manner  the  ruling  dynasties  of  England 
office  to  any  form  c^  popular  election,  is  in  no  or  France  may  have  begun,  the  king  of  Great 
respect  better  than  the  rest  of  the  gang  of  Britain  is  at  this  day  king  by  a  fixed  rule 
usurpers,  who  reign,  or  rather  rob,  all  over  the  of  succession,  according  to  the  laws  of  his 
hce  of  this  our  miserable  world,  without  any  country:  and  whilst  the  legal  conditions  of  the 
sort  of  right  or  title  to  the  allegiance  of  their  compact  of  sovereignty  are  performed  by  him 
people.    The  policy  of  this  general  doctrine,  (as  they  are  performed)  he  hoUs  his  crown  in 
so  qualified,  is  evident  enough.    The  propa-  contempt  of  tlie  choice  of  the  revolution  society, 
gators  of  this  political  gospel  are  in  hopes  their  who  have  not  a  single  vote  for  a  king  among 
abstract  principle  (their  principle  that  a  popu-  them,    either    individually    or    collectively  ; 
lar  choice  is  necessary  to  the  legal  existence  of  though  I  make  no  doubt  they  would  soon  erect 
the  sovereign  magistracy)  woukl  be  overlooked,  themselves  into  an  electoral  college,  if  things 
whilst  the  king  of  Great   Britain  was   not  Were  rine  to  give  effect  to  their  claim.    His 
affected  by  it.    In  the  mean  time  the  ears  of  majesty  s  heirs  and  successors,  each  in  his 
their  congregations   would  be  gradually  ha-  time  and  order,  will  come  to  the  crown  with  the 
bituated  to  it,  as  if  it  were  a  first  principle  some  contempt  of  their  choice  with  which  his 
admitted  without  dispute.    For  the  present  it  majesty  has  succeeded  to  that  he  wears, 
would  only  operate  as  a  theory,  pickled  in  the  Whatever  may  be  the  success  of  evasion,  in 
preserving  juices  of  pulpit  eloquence,  and  laid  explaining   away   tho  gross  errour   of  fael, 
by  for  future  use.     Condo  et  eompono  qua  moa  which  supposes  that  his  majesty  (though  he 
d^fromere  poesim.    By  this  policy,  whilst  our  holds  it  in  concurrence  with  the  wishes)  ow«s 
government  is  soothed  with  a  reservation  in  his  crown  to  the  choice  of  his  people,  yet 
Its   &vour,  to  which  it  has  no  claim,  the  nothing  can  evade  their  full  explicit  declaim- 
security,  which  it  has  in  common  with  all  tion,  concembg  the  principle  of^  a  right  in  the 
governments,  so  far  as  opinion  is  security,  is  people  to  choose,  which  ri^t  is  directly  main- 
taken  away.  tained,  and  tenaciously  adhered  to.    All  the 
Thus  these  politicians  proceed,  wliilst  little  oUique  insinuations  concerning  election  bottom 
oTftice  is  taken  of  their  doctrines ;  but  when  in  this  proposition,  and  are  r^erable  to  ib 
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I«eitthe  foiindatioaof  the  king's  exclusive  legal        A  few  years  afler  this  period,  a  second  op- 

tiUe  should  pass  for  a  mere  rant  of  adulatory  portunity  offered  for  asserting  a  right  of  elec- 

freedoni,  the  political  divine  proceeds  dogmati-  tion  to  the  crown.    Chi  the  prospect  of  a  total 

ctJly  to  assert,**  that  by  the  principles  of  the  failure  of  issue  from  king  William,  and  from 

rtrolution  the  people  of  England  have  ao  the   princess,   afterwards  queen    Anoe,    the 

quired  three  fundamental  rights,  all  of  which,  consideration  of  the  settlement  of  the  crown, 

with  him,  compose  one  system,  and  lie  to-  andof  a  further  security  for  the  liberties  of  the 

gather  in  one  short  sentence ;  namely,  that  we  people,  again   came    before   the   legislature, 

have  acquired  a  right  Did  they  this  seaHid  time  make  any  prorisioo 

1.  **  To  choose  our  own  govemours."  for  legalising  the  crown  on  the  spurious  rerc^ 

t,  "  To  cashier  them  for  misconduct."  lution  principles  of   the    Old  Jewry  ?     No. 

8.  "  To  frame  a  government  for  ourselves."  They  followed  the  principles  which  prevailed  iq 

This  new,  and  hitherto  unheard-of  bill  of  the  declaration  of  right;  indicating  with  more 

ngfats,  though  made  in  the  name  of  the  whole  precision  the  persons  who  were  to  inherit  in 

oeople,  belongs  to  those  gentlemen  and  their  the  protestant  line.    This  act  also  incorporated, 

faction  only.    The  body  of  the  people  of  Eng-  by  the  same  policy,  our  liberties,   and  an 

knd  have  no  share  in  it.     They  utterly  dis-  hereditary  succession  in  the  same  act.    Instead 

claim  it.     They  will  resist  the  practical  as-  of  aright  to  choose  our  own  govemours,  th^ 

strtionofil  with  their  lives  and  fortunes.  They  declared  that  the  meoesston  in  that  line  {tht 

ue  bound  to  do  so  by  the  laws  of  their  coun-  protestant  line  drawn  from  James  the  first) 

try,  made  at  the  time  of  that  very  revolution,  was  absolutely  necessary  "  for  the  peace,  quiet, 

which  is  appealed  to  in  favour  of  the  fictitious  and  security  of  the  realm,"  and  that  it  was 

rights  claimed  by  the  society  which  abuses  its  equally  urgent  on  them  "  to  maintain  a  certotfify 

otme.  m  the  tuceesnon  thereof,  to  which  the  subjects 

These  gentlemen  of  the  Old  Jewry,  in  all  may  safely  have  recourse  for  their  protection." 

their  reasonings  on  the  revolution  of  1688,  Both  these  acts,  in  which  are  heard  the  uner- 

have  a  revolution  which  happened  in  England  ring,  unambiguous  oracles  of  revolution  policy, 

about  forty  years  before,  and  the  late  French  instead  of  countenancing  the  delusive,  gipsey 

revolution,  so  much  before  their  eyes,  and  in  predictions  of  a  "  right  to  choose  our  gover- 

their  hearts,  that  they  are  con^ttantly  confoun-  nours,"  prove  to  a  demonstration  how  totally 

diiig  all  the  three  together.    It  is  necessary  that  adverse  the  wisdom  of  the  nation   was  from 

we  should  separate  what  they  confound.    We  turning  a  case  of  necessity  into  a  rule  of  law. 
must  recall  their  erring  fancies  to  the  ada  of         Unquestionably  there  was  at  the  revolution, 

the  revolution  which  we  revere,  for  the  dis-  in  the  person  of  king  William,  a  small  and  a 

covery  of  its  true  princijUeM.    If  the  pnndplea  temporary  deviation  from  the  strict  order  of  a 

of  the  revolution  of  16^  are  any  where  to  be  regular  hereditary  succession  ;  but  it  is  against* 

found,  it  is  in  the  statute  called  the  Declaration  all   genuine    principles    of  jurisprudence   to 

<lf  Right.    In  that  most  wise,  sober,  and  consi-  draw  a  principle  from  a  law  made  in  a  spociai 

derate  declaration,  drawn  up  by  great  lawyers  case,   and    regarding   an   individual    person, 

and  great  statesmen,  and  not  by  warm  and  in-  PrivUeffium  ncn  trarMt  in  exemfhim.    If  ever 

experienced  enthusiast?,  not  one  word  is  said,  there  was  a  time  favourable  for   establishing 

nor  one  suggestion  made,  of  a  general  right  the  principle,  that  a  king  of  popular  choice  was 

"  to  choose  our  own  govemours  ,*  to  cashier  the  only  legal  king,  without  all  doubt  it  was  at 

them  for  misconduct;  and  to  form  a  govern-  the  revolution.    Its  not  being  done  at  that  time 

nMDt  for  mtrselves"  is  a  proof  that  the  nation  was  of  opinion  it 

This  declaration  of  right  (the  act  of  the  1st  ought  not  to  be  done  at  any  time.     There  is  no 

if  William  and  Mary,  scss.  2.  ch.  2.)  is  the  person  so  completely  ignorant  of  our  history,  as 

corner-stone  of  our  constitution,  as  reinforced,  not  to  know,  that  the  majority  in  parliament  of 

en>tamed,  improved,  and   in  its  fundamental  both  parties  were  so  little  disposed  to  any  thing 

principlos  for  ever  settled.    It  is  called  "  An  resembling  that  principle,  that  at  first  they  were 

not  for  declaring  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  determined  to  place  the  vacant  crown,  not<Hi  the 

sdvject,  and  for  f^ttiing  the  aucceuion  of  the  head  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  but  on  that  of  his 

crown."    You  will  observe,  that  these  rights  wife  Mary,  daughter  of  king  James,  the  eldest 

and  this  succession  are  declared  in  one  body  bom  of  the  issue  of  that  king,  which  they  ao> 

and  bound  indissolubly  together.  knov«4odged  as  undoubtedly  his.    It  wouki  be 

to  repeat  a  very  trite  story,  to  recall  to  your 

•  P.  34,  Discourse  on  the  Love  of  our  Country,  metnory  all  those  circumstances  which  derooo- 

%f  Dr.  Price.  strated  that  their  accepting  king  William  was 
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properly  a  Moiee ;  but  to  all  those  who  did  Mary**  and  queen   Elizabeth,  in  the  next 

QOl  wish,  in  eflfect,  to  recall  kin^  James,  or  to  clause  they  vest,  by  recognilioa,  in  their  ma 

Muge  their  country  in  blood,  and  again  to  bring  jesties,  all  the  legal  prerogatives  of  the  crown. 

liiair  religioci,  laws,  and  liberties  into  the  peril  declaring,  *'  that  in  them  thoy  are  mostjvlfy, 

they  had  just  escaped,  it  was  an  act  of  neoes-  rightfully,  and  intirefy  invested,  incorporated, 

a^,  in  the  strictest  morai  sense  in  which  no-  united,  and  annexed."    In  the  clause  which 

•Hsity  can  oe  taken.  follows,  for  preventing  questions,  by  reason  of 

In  the  very  act,  in  which  for  a  time,  and  in  any  pretended  titles  to  the  crown,  they  declare 

a  single  case,  parliament  departed  from  the  (observing  also  in  tliis  the  traditionary  lan- 

■Irict  order  of  inheritance,  ia  favour  of  a  prince,  guage,  along  with  the  uUilionairy  policy  of  the 

who,  though  not  next,  was  however  very  near  nation,   and  repeating  as  from  a  rubric  the 

in  the  line  of  succession,  it  is  curious  to  ob-  language  of  the  preceding  acts  of  Elizabeth 

•erve  how  Lord  Somers,  who  drew  the  bill  and  James)  that  on  the  preserving  "acer<am^ 

called  the  Declaration  of  Right,  has  comported  in  the  succession  thereof,  the  unity,  peace, 

himself  on  that  delicate  occasion.    It  is  curi-  and  tranquillity  of  this  nation  doth,  under  God, 

oas  to  observe  with  what  address  this  tempo-  wholly  depend." 

rary  solution  of  continuity  is  kept  from  the  eye ;  They  knew  that  a  doubtful  title  of  succes- 

whilst  all  that  could  be  found  in  this  act  of  sioo  would  but  too  mucli  resemble  an  election ; 

necessity  to  countenance  the  idea  of  an  hero-  and  that  an  election  would  be  utterly  dcstruc- 

ditary  succession  is  brought  forward,  and  fos-  tive  of  the  "  unity,  peace,  and  tranquillity  of 

tered,  and  made  the  most  of,  by  this  great  man,  this  nation,"  which  they  thought  to  bo  conside- 

and    by    the   legislature  who   followed  him.  rations  of  some  moment.     To  provide  for  these 

Ctultting  the  dry,  imperative  style  of  an  act  of  objects,  and  therefore  to  exclude  for  ever  tlie 

parliament,  he  makes  the  lords  and  commons  Old  Jewry  doctrine  of  "  a  right  to  choose  our 

(all  to  a  pious,  legiskitive  ejaculation,  and  de-  own  govomours,"  they  follow  with  a  clause, 

dare,  that  they  consider  it  "  as  a  marvellous  containing  a  most  solemn  pledge,  taken  from 

providence,  and  merciful  goodness  of  God  to  theprcccdingactofquecn  Elizabeth,  as  solemn 

this  nation,  to  preserve  their  said  majesties*  a  pledge  as  ever  was  or  can  be  given  in  favour 

rajfol  persons,  most  happily  to  reign  over  us  on  of  an  hereditary  succession,  and  as  solemn  a 

thg  thtune  of  their  anoetton,  for  which,  from  the  renunciation  as  could  bo  mailu  of  the  principles 

bottom  of  Uioir  hearts,  they  return  their  hum-  by  this  society  imputed  to  litem.    "  The  Lords 

blest  uanks  and  praises." — The  legislature  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  do,  in 

plainly  had  in  view  tlie  act  of  recognition  of  the  name  of  all  the  people  aforesaid,  most  hum- 

the  first  of  queen  Elizabeth,  chap.  Sd,  and  of  bly  and  faithfully  submit  themtelveM,  their  hart 

that  of  James  the  first,  cliap.  1st,  both  acts  cmd  poUeritieM  for  ever ;  and  do  faithfully  pro- 

strongly  declaratory  of  the  inheritable  nature  mise,  that  they  will  stand  to,  maintain,  and 

of  the  crown,  and  in  many  parts  they  follow,  defend  their  said  majestiea,  and  also  the  limi- 

with  a  nearly  literal  precision,  the  words  and  tation  of  the  erovon,  herein  specified  and  con- 

tven  the  form  of  thanksgiving,  which  is  found  tained,  to  the  utmost  of  their  powers,"  &c.  &c. 

in  these  old  declaratory  statutes.  So  far  is  it  from  being  true,  tliat  we  acquired 

The  two  houses,  in  the  act  of  king  William,  a  right  by  the  revolution  to  elect  our  kin^,  that 

did  not  thank  God  tha^  they  had  found  a  fair  if  we  had  possessed  it  before,  the  English 

opportunity  to  assert  a  right  to  choose  their  own  nation  did  at  that  time  most  solemnly  renounce 

(ovemours,  much  less  to  make  an  election  tho  and  abdicate  it,  for  themselves,  and  for  all  their 

9nfy  lawful  title  to  tlie  crown.     Their  having  posterity  for  over.      These    gentlemen  may 

been  in  condition  to  avoid  the  very  appearance  value  themselves  as  much  as  they  please  on 

of  it,  as  much  as  possible,  was  by  them  consi-  their  whig  principles;  but  I  never  desire  to  bo 

dered  as  a  providential  escape.     They  threw  thought  a  better  whig  than  Lord  Somers ;  or  to 

a  politic,  well-wTought  veil  over  every  circom-  understand  the    principles  of  tho   revolution 

Btance  tending  to  weaken  the  rights,  which  in  better  than  those  by  whom   it  was  brought 

the  meliorated  order  of  succession  they  meant  about;  or  to  read  in  tho  declaration  of  right 

to  perpetuate ;  or  which  might  furnish  a  pre-  any  mysteries  unknown  to  those  whose  pene- 

eedent  for  any  future  departure  from  what  they  trating  style  has  engraved  in  our  ordinances, 

had  then  settled  for  ever.    Accordingly,  that  and  in  our  hearts,  the  words  and  spirit  of  that 

tfiey  might  not  relax  the  nerves  of  their  mo-  immortal  law. 

oarchy,  and  that  they  might  preserve  a  close  It  is  true  that,  aided  with  the  powers  derivs4 
ooafbrmity  to  the  practice  of  their  ancettora,  aa 

H  appeared  in  tho  declaratory  statutes  of  queen  •  1st  Mary,  asss.  8.  ch.  1. 
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Bom  force  and  opportunity,  the  nation  was  at  miccessioa  in  oar  government,  with  a  power  «f 

that  time,  in  some  sense,  free  to  take  what  change  in  its  application  in  cases  of  eztrenw 

course  it  pleased  for  filliiig  the  throne ;  but  only  emergency.     Even  in  that  extremity  (if  we 

free  to  do  so  upon  the  same  grounds  on  which  take  the  measure  of  our  rights  by  our  exercise 

they  might  have  wholly  abolished  their  mo>  of  them  at  the  revolution)  the  change  it  to  be 

naichy,  and  every  other  part  of  their  coostilu-  confined  to  the  peccant  piart  only ;  ta  the  part 

Uon.    However,  they  did  not  think  such  bold  which  produced  the  necessary  deviation ;  and 

changes  within  ^eir  commission.   It  is  indeed  even  then  it  is  to  be  eflfected  without  a  de- 

difficult,  perhaps  impossible,  to  give  limits  to  composition  of  the  whole  civ  J  and  political 

the  mere  abdraet  competence  of  tlie  supreme  mass,  for  the  purpose  of  originating  a  new 

power,  such  as  was  exercised  by  parliament  at  civil  order  out  of  the  first  elements  of  so- 

that  time ;  but  the  limits  of  a  moral  compe-  ciety. 

fence,  subjecting,  even  in  powers  more  indis-  A  state  without  the  means  of  some  change 

putabty  sovereign,  occasional  will  to  permanent  is  without    the  means   of  its  conservation, 

reason,  and  to  the  steady  maxims  of  faith,  without  such  means  it  might  even  risk  die  ]om 

justice,  and  fixed  fundamental  policy,  are  per-  of  that  part  of  the  constitution  whidi  it  wishsd 

fiictly  intelligible,  and  perfectly  binding  upon  the  most  religiously  to  preserve.    The  two 

those  who  exercise  any  authority,  under  any  principles  of  conservation  and  correctioa  op»* 

name,  or  under  any  title,  in  the  state.    The  rated  strongly  at  the  two  critical  periods  of 

house  of  lords,  for  instance,  is  not  morally  the  restoration  and  revolution,  when  England 

competent  to  dissolve  the  house  of  commons ;  found  itself  without  a  king.    At  both  these 

no,  nor  even  to  dissolve  itself,  nor  to  abdicate,  periods  the  nation  had  lost  the  bond  of  union 

if  it  would,  its  portion  in  the  legislature  of  the  in  their  ancient  edifice ;  they  did  not,  however, 

kingdom.    Though  a  king  may  abdicate  ^  dissolve  the  whcde  fabric.    On  the  cootnrf,  in 

his  own   person,  he  cannot  abdicate  for  the  both  cases  they  regenerated  the  deficient  part 

monarchy.    By  as  strong,  or  by  a  stronger  of  the  whole  constitution  through  the  parts 

reason,  the  house  of  commons  cannot  renounce  which  were  not  impaired.     They  kqpt  these 

its  share  of  authority.    The  engagement  and  old  parts  exactly  as  they  were,  that  the  part 

pact  of  society,  which  generally  goes  by  the  recovered  might  be  suited  to  themL     They 

name  of  the  constitution,  forbids  such  invasion  acted  by  the  ancient  organized  states  in  the 

and  sudi  surrender.      The  constituent  parts  shape  dt  their  old  organixatioo,  and  not  by  the 

of  a  state  are  obliged  to  hold  their  public  faith  organic  moUcuUa  of  a  disbanded  people.    At 

with  each  other,  and  with  all  those  who  derive  no  time,  perhaps,  did  the  sovereign  legislature 

any  serious  interest  under  their  engagements,  manifest  a  more  tender  regard  to  that  fimda- 

as  much  as  the  whole  state  is  bound  to  keep  its  mental  principle  of  British  constitutional  poll- 

faith  with  separate  communities.    Otherwise  cy,  than  at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  when  it 

competence  and  power  would  soon  be  confbun-  deviated  from  the  direct  line  of  hereditary  suo- 

ded,  and  no  law  bo  left  but  the  will  of  a  pro-  cession.    The  crown  was  carried  somewhat 

vailing  force.    On  this  principle  the  succes-  out  of  the  line  in  which  it  had  before  moved ; 

sion  of  the  crown  has  always  been  what  it  now  but  the  new  line  was  derived  from  the  same 

is,  an  hereditary  succession  by  law:  in  the  old  stock.  4t  was  still  a  line  (^hereditary  descent ; 

line  it  was  a  succession  by  tlie  common  law ;  still  an  hereditary  desoent  in  the  same  blood, 

in  the  new  by  the  statute  law,  operating  on  the  though  an  hereditary  descent  qualified  with  pro- 

principles  of  the  common  law,  not  changing  testantism.    When  the  legisUture  altered  the 

the  substance,  but  regulating  the  mode,  and  direction,  but  kept  the  principle,  they  shewed 

describing  the  persons.    Both  these  descrip-  that  they  held  it  inviolable, 

tions  of  law  are  of  the  same  force,  and  are  On  this  principle,  the  law  of  inheritaiKo  had 

derived  from  an  equal  authority,  emanating  admitted  some  amendment  in  the  old  time, 

from  the  common  agreement  and  original  com-  and  long  before  the   osra  uf  the  revolotioa 

pact  of  the  state,  oommuni  tpantione  retpiMioBt  Some  time  after  the  conquest  great  questions 

and  as  such  are  equally  binding  on  king,  and  arose  upon  the  legal  principles  of  hereditary 

people  too,  as  long  as  the  terms  are  observed,  descent.    It  became  a  maUer  of  doubt,  wbe- 

and  they  continue  the  same  body  politic.  ther  the  heir  per  capita  or  the  heir  ptr  t^rpm 

It  is  far  from  impossible  to  reconcile,  if  we  was  to  succeed ;  but  whether  the  heir  ptr  en* 

do  not  suffer  ourselves  to  be  entangled  in  the  pita  gave  way  when  the  heirdom  per  ttxrpm  tc^)k. 

maxes  of  metaphysic  sophistry,  the  use  both  place,  or  lite  catholic  heir  when  the  protes*imt 

af  a  fixed  rule  and  an  occasional  deviation ;  was  preferred,  the  inheritaUe  principle  «ir- 

die  sacrcdneas  of  an  hereditary  principle  of  vived  with  a  sort  of  immortality  tbi«)U  Ji  all 
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transmigratious — muUo$jue  per  annos  atai  ^or-  crown ;  and  the  princes  of  the  house  of  Bnin»- 

tuna  domuM  et  <xvi  numertuUur  avorum.    This  wick  came  to  the  inheritance  of  the  crown,  not 

is  the  spirit  of  our  constitution,  not  only  in  its  by  election,  but  by  the  law,  as  it  stood  at  their 

settled  course,  but  in  all  its  rovc^utions.  Who-  several  accessions  of  Protestant  descent  and 

ever  came  in,  or  however  he  came  in,  whether  inheritance,  as  I  hope  I  have  shewn  suffi* 

he  obtained  the  crown  by  law,  or  by  force,  the  ciently. 

hereditary  succession  was  either  continued  or  The  law  by  which  this  royal  family  is  spe> 

adopted.  cifically  destined  to  the  succession,  is  the  act 

The  gentlemen  of  the  society  far  revolutions  of  the  12th  and  13th  of  King  William.    The 
9oe  nothing  in  that  of  16SS  but  the  deviation  terms  of  this  act  bind  "  us  and  our  Aetrs,  and 
from  the  constitution ;  and  they  take  Uic  devia-  oar  poateritt/y  to  them,  their  ^«trs,  and  their 
tion  from  the  principle  for  the  principle.   They  poaterity"  being  Protestants,  to  the  end  of 
hare  little  rei^ard  to  the  obvious  consequences  time,  in  the  same  words  as  the  declaration  of 
of  their  doctrine,  though  they  may  see,  that  it  right  had  bound  us  to  the  heirs  of  King  Wil- 
leaves  positive  authority  in  very  few  of  the  po-  iiam  and  Queen  Mary.    It  therefore  secure? 
sttive  institutions  of  this  country.    When  such  both  an  hereditary  crown  and  an  hereditary 
an  unwarrantable  maxim  is  once  established,  allegiance.    On  what  ground,  except  the  con- 
that  no  throne  is  lawful  but  the  elective,  no  stitutional  policy  of  forming  an  establishment 
ODe  act  of  the  princes  who  preceded  this  aera  to  secure  that  kind  c^  succession  which  is  to 
of  fictitious  election  can  be  valid.    Do  these  preclude  a  choice  of  the   people   for  ever, 
theorists  medh  to  imitate  some  of  their  pr^  oould  the  legislature  have  fastidiously  rejected 
deccssors,  who  dragged  the  bodies  of  our  an-  the  fair  and  abundant  choice  which  our  own 
cient  sovereigns  out  of  the  quiet  of  their  country  presented  to  tliem,  and  searched  in 
tombs  ?    Do  they  mean  to  attaint  and  disable  strange  lands  for  a  foreign  princess,  from  whose 
backwards  all  the  kings  that  have  reigned  be-  womb  the  line  of  our  future  rulers  were  to 
fiire  the  revolution,  and  consequently  to  stain  derive  their  title  to  govern  millions  of  men 
the  throne  of  England  with  the  blot  c/[  a  con-  through  a  series  of  ages  ? 
tinual  usurpation?    D^  they  mean  to  invali-  The  Princess  Sophia  was  named  in  the  act 
date,  annul,  or  to  call  into  question,  together  of  settlement  o£\he  12th  and  tlie  I3ih  of  King 
with  the  titles  of  the  whole  line  of  our  kings,  William,  for  a  stock  and  root  of  inJieritance  to 
that  great  body  c^our  statute  law  which  passed  our  kings,  and  not  for  her  merits  as  a  tempo- 
under  those  whom  they  treat  as  usurpers  ?  to  rary  administratrix  of  a  power,   which  she 
annul  laws  of  inestimable  value  to  oiv  liberties  might  not,  and  in  fact  did  not,  herself  ever 
—of  as  great  value  at  least  as  any  which  Imv^  exercise.     She  was  adopted  for  one  reason, 
paned  at  or  since  the  period  of  the  revoluticf  '^  and  for  one  only,  because,  says  the  act,  "  the 
[f  king!S  who  did  not  owe  their  crown  to  the  most  excellent  Princess  Sophia,  Electress  and 
choice  or  their  people,  had  no  title  to  moke  Dutchess  Dowager  of  Hanover,  is  daughter 
laws,  what  will  become  of  the  statute  de  toilet'  of  the  most  excellent  Princess  Elizabeth,  late 
gio  non  eoncedendo?  of  the  petition  of  right?  Queen  of  Bohemia,  daughter  of  our  late  aovt^ 
of  the  act  of  habeas  corpua?    Do  these  new  reign  Lord  King  James  the  First,  of  happy 
doctors  of  the  rights  of  men  presimie  to  assert,  memory,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the 
that  King  James  the  second,  who  came  to  the  next  in  aucceaaion  in  the  Protestant  line,"  &c. 
crown  as  next  of  blood,  according  to  the  rules  &c. ;  "  and  the  crown  shall  contmue  to  the 
of  a   then   unqualified  succession,  was    not  heira  of  her  body,  being  Prostestants."    This 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  lawful  king  of  limitation  was  made  by  parliament,  that  through 
England,  before  he  had  done  any  of  those  acts  the  Princess  Sophia  an  inheritable  line,  not 
which  were  justly  construed  into  an  abdication  only  was  to  be  continued  in  future,  but  (what 
of  his  crown  ?  If  he  was  not,  much  trouble  in  they  thought  very  material)  that  through  her 
pariiament   might   have  been   saved   at   the  it  was  to  be  connected  with  the  old  stock  of 
period   these  gentlemen  conmiemorate.    But  inheritance  in  King  James  the  First ;  in  order 
King  J^rnrs  was  a  bad  king  with  a  good  title,  that  the  monarchy  might  preserve  an  unbroken 
ard  n>;  nu  usurper.    The  princes  who  sue-  unity  through  all  ages,  and  might  be  preserved 
ceeded   nctordiiig  to  the  act  of  parliament  (wiUi  safety  to  our  religion)  in  the  old  a{>- 
which  settled  the  crown  on  the  electress  So-  proved  mode  by  descent,  in   which,   if  oui 
phia  and  on  her  descendants,  being  Protes-  liberties  had  been  once  endangered,  they  had 
tants,  came  in  as  much  by  a  title  of  inheritance  oflen,  through  all  storms  and  struggles  of  pro- 
it  King  James  did.    He  came  in  according  to  native  and  privilege,  be*  n  preserved.    They 
dM  law,  as  it  stood  at  his  acceMioQ  to  the  did  welL    No  experience  has  taught  us,  thi 
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in  any  other  course  or  method  than  that  of  an  niocesaion  of  their  crown  aa    among  than 

hereditary  crtnon,  our  liberties  can  be  regularly  rights,  not  as  among  their  wrongs ;  as  a  heao' 

perpetuated  and  preserved  sacred  as  our  Acr»>  fit,  not  as  a  grievance ;  as  a  security  for  their 

dUary  right.    An  irregular,  convulsive  move-  liberty,  not  as  a  badge  of  servitude.     They 

ment  may  be  necessary  to  throw  off  an  irrego-  loook  on  the  frame  of  their  commonwealth, 

lar,  convulsive  disease.     But   the  course  of  such  as  it  atandtj  to  be  of  inestimable  value; 

succession  is  the  healthy  habit  of  the  British  and  they  conceive  the  undisturbed  successica 

constitution.    Was  it  that  the  legislature  wan-  of  the  crown  to  be  a  pledge  of  the  stability  and 

ted,  at  the  act  for  the  limitation  of  the  crown  perpetuity  of  all  the  other  members  of  our  coiy 

in  the  Hanoverian  line,  drawn  through  the  atitution. 

female  descendants  of  James  the  First,  a  due         I  shall  beg  leave,  before  I  go  any  further,  to 

sense  of  the  inconveniences  of  having  two  or  take  notice  of  some  paltry  artifices,  which  the 

three,  or  possibly  more  foreigners  in  succession  abetters  of  election,  as  the  only  la^vful  title  to 

to  the  British  throne  ?    No ! — they  had  a  due  the  crown,  are  ready  to  employ,  in  order  to 

flense  of  the  evils  which  might  happen  from  such  render  the  support  of  the  just  principles  of  our 

foreign  rule,  and  more  than  a  due  sense  of  them,  constitution  a  task  somewhat  invidious.  These 

But  a  more  decisive  proof  cannot  be  given  of  sophist  era  substitute   a  fictitious  cause,  and 

the  full  conviction  of  the  British  nation,  that  feigned  personages,  m  whose  favour  they  sup- 

the  principles  of  the  rovoIuti(Mi  did  not  autho-  pose  you  engaged,  whenever  you  defend  the 

rize  them  to  elect  kings  at  their  pleasure,  and  inheritable  nature  of  the  crown.    It  is  ooQh> 

without  any  attention  to  the  ancient  funda-  mon  with  them  to  dispute  as  if  they  were  in  a 

mental  principles  of  our  government,  than  their  cmifiict  with  some  of  those  exploded  &natic9 

continuing  to  adopt  a  plan  of  hereditary  Pro-  of  slavery,  who  formerly  maintained,  what  I 

testant  succession  in  the  old  line,  with  all  the  beliove  no  creature  now  maintains,  "  that  the 

dangera  and  all  the  inconveniences  of  its  being  crown  is  held  by  divine,  hereditary,  and  inde- 

a  foreign  line  full  before  their  eyes,  and  ope-  feasible  right." — These  (M  fanatics  of  sin^e 

rating  with  the  utmost  force  upon  their  minds,  arbitrary  power  dogmatized  as  if  hcreditaxy 

A  few  years  ago  I  should  be  ashamed  to  royalty  was  the  only  lawful  government  in  th* 

overload  a  matter,  so  capable  of  supporting  world,  just  as  our  new  fanatics  of  popiilai 

itself,  by  the  then  unnecessary  support  of  any  arbitrary  power,  maintain  that  a  populax  de» 

argument;  but  this  seditious,  unconstitutional  tion  is  the  solo  lawful  source  of  authority 

doctrine  is  now  publicly  taught,  avowed,  and  The  old  prerogative  enthusiasts,  it  is  true,  dai 

printed.    The  dislike  I  feel  to  revolutions,  the  speculate  foolishly,  and  perhaps  impiously  toa^ 

signals  for  which  have  so  oflen  been  given  as  if  monarchy  had  more  of  a  divine  imTy«iqt 

fixmi  pulpits  ;  the  spirit  of  change  that  is  gone  than  any  other  mode  of  government ;  and  ai 

abroad  ;   the  total  contempt  which  prevails  if  a  right  to  govern  by  inheritance  wero  ir 

with  you,  and  may  come  to  prevail  with  us,  strictness  indtfetuibU  in   every  person,  whf 

of  all  ancient  institutions,  when  set  in  opposi-  ^hould  be  found  in  the  succession  to  a  throna 

tion  to  a  present  sense  of  convenience,  or  to  and  under  every  circumstance,  which  no  civi 

the  bent  of  a  present  inclination :  all  these  or  political  right  can  be.    But  an  absurd  opi 

considerations  make  it  not  unadvisable,  in  my  nion  concerning  the  king's  hereditaqr  right  fe 

opinion,  to  call  back  our  attentbn  to  the  true  the  crown  does  not  prejudice  one  that  is  n 

principles  of  our  own  domestic  laws ;  that  you,  tional,  and  bottomed  upon  solid  principlea  ^ 

my  French  friend,  should  begin  to  know,  and  law  and  policy.    If  all  the  absurd  theorie4  ol 

that  we  should  continue  to  cherish  them.    We  lawyers  ojid  divines  were  to  vitiate  the  ci'jecb 

ought  not,  on  either  side  of  the  water,  to  suffer  in  which  they  are  conversant,  we  ahocJd  havi 

ourselves  to  bo  imposed  upon  by  the  counter-  no  law,  and  no  religion,  lefl  in  the  w  jrld.    Bur 

feit  wares  which  some  persons,  by  a  double  an  absurd  theory  on  one  side  of  n  questios 

fraud,  export  to  you  in  illicit  bottoms,  as  raw  forms  no  justification  for  alleging  a  fidse  fact, 

commodities  of  British  growth,  though  wholly  or  promulgating  mischievour  tii?^Tifir|g  qq  tbi 

alien  to  our  soil,  in  order  afterwards  to  smug-  other. 

gle  them  back  again  into  this  country,  manu-        The  secon-  claim  of  the  .ovolution  aocietjf 

factured  after  the  newest  Paris  fashion  of  an  is  "  a  right  of  cashiering  Lueir  govemours  for 

improved  liberty.  miacanduet,^^    Perhaps  7<e  appreheonoos  our 

The  people  of  England  will  not  ape  the  ancestors  entertained  of  forming  sudi  a  prec^ 

fashions  they  have  never  tried :  nor  go  back  to  dent  as  that  "  of  cr^luerine  for  misconduct,* 

those  which  they  have  found  mischievous  on  was  the  cause  thai  the  dedaration  of  the  ad 

trial.    They  bok  upon  the  legal  hereditary  which  implied  ti  i  abdication  of  King  James 
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I,  if  it  had  any  fauk,  rather  too  guarded,  kingdom.  In  the  next  great  coostitutional 
■ad  too  circumstantial.'*  But  all  this  guard,  act,  that  of  the  12th  and  ISth  of  King  William, 
•nd  all « this  accumulation  of  circumstances,  for  the  further  limitation  of  the  crown,  and  bet- 
Mnres  to  shew  the  spirit  of  caution  which  ter  securing  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  sub- 
predominated  in  the  national  councils,  in  a  ject,  they  provided, "  that  no  pardon  under  the 
■ituation  in  which  men  irritated  by  oppression,  great  seflJ  of  England  should  be  pleadable  to  an 
ind  elevated  by  a  triumph  over  it,  are  apt  to  impeachment  by  the  conunons  in  parliament." 
tbandon  themselves  to  violent  and  extreme  The  rule  laid  down  for  government  in  the 
eoorsea :  it  shews  tlie  anxiety  of  the  great  men  declaration  of  right,  the  constant  inspection 
who  influenced  the  conduct  of  affairs  at  that  of  parliament,  the  practical  claim  of  impeach- 
great  event,  to  make  the  revolution  a  parent  of  ment,  they  thought  infinitely  a  better  security 
■ettleraent,  and  not  a  nursery  of  future  rcvo-  not  only  for  their  constitutional  liberty,  but 
lotions.  against  the  vices  of  administration,  than  the 

No  government  could  stand  a  moment,  if  it  reservation  of  a  right  so  difficult  in  the  prac- 

oould  be  blown  down  with  any  thing  so  loose  tice,  so  uncertain  in  the  issue,  and  of\en  so 

and  indefinite  as  an  opinion  of  "  mUoonductJ*  mischievous  in  the  consequences,  as  that  of 

They  who  led  at  the  revolution,  grounded  their  "  cashiering  their  govemours." 

virtual  abdication  of  King  James  upon  no  such  Dr.  Price  in  this  sermon,*  condemns  very 

light  and  uncertain  principle.    They  chained  properly  the  practice  of  gross,  adulatory  ad 

him  with  nothing  less  than  a  design,  confirmed  dresses  to  kings.  Instead  of  this  fulsome  style, 

by  a  multitude  of  illegal  overt  acts,  to  subvert  ho  proposes  that  his  majesty  should  be  told,  on 

the  Protestant  church  and  etaU  and  their  funf  occasions  of  congratulation,  that  "  he  is  to  con- 

damental,  unquestionable  Uws  and  liberties:  rider  himself  as  more  properly  the  servant  than 

ihey  charged  him  with  having  broken  the  orU  the  sovereign  of  his  people.      For  a  compli- 

gmal  contract  between  king  and  people.    This  ment,  this  new  form  of  address  does  not  seem 

>  was  more  than  mUconduct,    A  grave  and  over-  to  be  very  soothing.    Those  who  are  servants, 

culing  necessity  obliged  them  to  take  the  step  in  name,  as  well  as  in  effect,  do  not  like  to 

diey  took,  and  took  with  infinite  reluctance,  as  be  told  of  their  situation,  their  duty,  and  their 

Older  that  most  rigorous  of  all  laws.    Their  obligations.    The  slave,  in  the  old  play,  tells 

Inist  for  the  future  preservation  of  the  consti-  his  master,  "  H(Be  commemoratio  est  quan  ex- 

ntion  was  not  in  future  revolutions,      ^^he  probatio."    It  is  not  pleasant  as  compliment  ^ 

(pftnd  policy  of  all  their  regulations  was  to  it  is  not  wholesome  as  instruction.    Af\er  all, 

render  it  almost  impracticable  for  any  future  if  the  king  were  to  bring  himself  to  echo  this 

■orereign  to  compel  the  states  of  the  kingdom  new  kind  of  address,  to  adopt  it  in  terms, 

to  have  again  recourse  to  tliose  violent  reme-  and  even  to  take  the  appellation  o[  Servant  of 

dies.     They  lefl  the  crown  what,  in  the  eye  the  People  as  his  royal  style,  how  either  he 

and  estimation  of  law,  it  had  ever  been,  per-  or  we  should  be  much  mended  by  it,  I  cannot 

lectly  irresponsible.     In  order  to  lighten  the  imagine.    I  have  seen  very  assuming  letters, 

cvown  still  further,  they  aggravated  responsi-  signed.  Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

bility  on  ministers  of  state.    By  the  statute  of  1^)6  proudest  domination  that  ever  was  endured 

tkw  first  of  King  William,  sess.  2d,  called  ^*the  on  earth  took  a  title  of  still  greater  humility 

act  far  dedarxng  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  «han  that  which  is  now  proposed  for  sovereigns 

t^ect,  and  for  seUling  the  succession  jf  the  .y  the  Apostle  of  Liberty.    Kings  and  nations 

tnum"  they  enacted,  that  the  ministers  should  ^ere  trampled  upon  by  the  foot  of  one  calling 

terve  the  crown  on  the  terms  of  that  declare-  himself  "  the  Servant  of  Servants  '^  and  man- 

doo.     They  secured  soon  afler  tlie  fr^*juent  dates  for  deposing  sovereigns  were  sealed  with 

wsBStings  of  parliamentf  by  which  the  whole  the  signet  of  "  the  Fisherman." 

goremment  would  be  under  the  constant  in-  I  should  have  considered  all  this  as  no  more 

•pectioQ  and  active  controul  of  the  popular  than  a  sort  of  flippant  vain  discourse,  in  which, 

reprejentativo  and  of  the   magnates  of  the  as  in  an  unsavoury  fume,  several  persons  suffer 

the  spirit  of  liberty  to  evaporate,  if  it  were  not 

♦  "That  King  James  the  Second,  having  en-  P^^YJ^^  ^PP^vi  of  the  idea,  and  a  part  of 

feavoured  to  subvert  the  eonstitution  of  the  the  scheme  of  '•  cashiermg  kmgs  for  miscon- 

kingdom.  by  breaking  the  original  eoniract  duct."    In  that  light  it  is  worth  i|pme  obser- 

oetween  iting  and  people,  and  by  ihe  advice  of  je-  ymioii. 

rafts,  and  other  wicked  persons,  having  Tlolated  ir;««.    ;«  «„«  .-«^    «,-.  ....^».ih*<wl1«  thm 

0»t  fundamental  lawg,  and  haiing  withdrawn  K»n€»»  «»  <»°®  »«ns«»  «^«  undoubtedly  the 
himself  out  of  the  kingdom  hath  abdicated  the 

government,  and  the  thrune  Is  thereby  va^nt."  *  F.  33,  3S,  94. 
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serrants  of  the  people,  became  dieir  power  liM  joaL    *^  Jvta  beOa  <|iiilni 

w>  other  rHioul  end  than  that  of  the  gtmtnl  qoelion  of  <iethroiung.  or,  if 

iiiTviU4^e ;  bat  it  if  doC  true  that  thej  are,  in  &e  the  phrase  beCler,  ^  cadbierinf  kings,* 

ihe  ordinary  leaae  (bj  ocr  conttitiitian,  al  will  alwmjs  be,  as  it  has  ahrars  been,  an  es 

*east)  anjr  thing  like  aerrants ;  the  tMiact  of  traordinanr  qoestioB  of  state,  and  whofir  otf 

whose  fitualioo  if  to  ober  the  coaanandt  of  of  the  law:  a  qoestion  (like  z2  ocber  qoratini 

•ome  other,  and  to  be  retwyreahle  al  pleasure,  cf  state)  of  dispontions,  and  cf  means,  and  of 

But  the  kii^  of  Greai  Britain  obejrs  no  other  probable  coBseqoences,  raiher  than  of  posiiif* 

penoo ;  all  other  persocs  are  indiriduallT,  and  rights.     As   it  was  noc  made  for  « ■■■■■m^ 

coHectirely  too,  tinder  him,  and  owe  to  him  abases,  so  it  is  noC  to  be  agitated  br  comnw 

a  lefal  obedience.     The  Law,  which  knows  minds.    The  specobtiTe  Ime  of  deaaarcaiioM, 

ncitlK^r  to  flatter  nor  to  insist,  calls  this  ht^  where  obedience  ought  to  end,  and  resislanos 

magistrate,  not  our  serrant,  as  this  humble  must  begin,  is  &int,  obscure,  imd  not  easily 

Divine  calls  him,  but  "  our  mfoeragn  Lard  the  definable.     It  \s  not  a  sin^  act,  or  a  sii^ 

King  ,"**  and  we,  on  our  parts,  have  learned  to  erent,  which  determines    it.      Gorrmnenti 

speak  only  the  primitive  language  of  the  law,  must  be  abused  and  deran^vd  indeed,  L'fftjre  it 

and  not  the  confused  jargon  of  their  Babrlo-  can  be  thought  of;    and  the  prospect  *f  the 

Dian  pulpits.  future  must  be  as  bad  as  the  experience  of  the 

As  he  is  not  to  obey  us,  but  as  we  are  to  past.     'When  things  are  in   that   laniroTahle 

ubey  the  law  in  him,  our  constitution  has  made  cooditioa,  iIm;  nature  of  the  disease  is  tn  indi- 

no  sort  of  provision  towards  rendering  him,  as  cate  the  remedy  to  those  whom  naiu-ie  has 

a  servant,  ia  smy  degree  responsible.   Our  con*  qualified  to  administer  in  extremities  h*'u  cri* 

stitution  knows  nothing  of  a  magistrate  like  tlie  tical,  ambiguous,  bitter  potion  to  a  disteti.pered 

Jualida  of  Arragon ;  nor  of  any  court  legaCy  state.   Times  and  occasions,  and  provoc2«ioaB. 

appointed,  nor  of  any  process  legally  settled  will  teach  their  own  lessons.     The  wi^c  wiD 

for  submitting  the  king  lo  the  responsibility  determine  from  the  gravity  of  the  case ;   tbs 

belonging  to  all  servants.     In  this  he  is  not  irritable  from  sensibility  to  opfHnesskm,    the 

distinguished  from  tlte  conmonA  and  the  lords  ;  high-minded  from  disdain  and  indignation  al 

who,  in  their  several  public  cap^ities,  can  abusive  power  in  unworthy  hands ;  tlic  braw 

never  be  called  to  an  account  for  tlieir  con-  and  bold  from  the  love  of  honourable  «Unger  ia 

duct ;  although  the  rcvdution  society  chooses  a  generous  cause :  but,  with  or  wiihoat  right, 

to  assert,  in  direct  oppositiou  to  one  of  the  a  revolution  will  be  the  very  last  rcaoorce  of 

wisest  and  uiost  beautiful  parts  of  our  consti-  the  thinking  and  the  good, 
tulion,  that  **  a  king  is  no  more  than  the  first         The  third  head  of  right,  as!«rted  by  tbt 

servant  ofithe  publir,  created  by  it,  and  rtspon'  pulpit  of  the  CHd  Jewry,  namely,  the  "  right  to 

ofc/e  to  itJ*  form  a  government  for   ourselves,**   hu,  at 

III  would  our  ancestors  at  the  revolution  have  least,  as  little  countenance  from  any  thing  done 
deserved  their  lame  for  wisdom,  if  th^  had  at  the  revolution,  either  in  precedent  or  prin- 
found  no  security  for  their  freedom,  but  m  ren-  ciple,  as  the  two  first  of  their  daims.  The 
dering  their  government  feeble  in  its  operations,  revolution  was  made  to  preserve  oar  anden, 
and  precarious  in  its  tenure ;  if  they  had  been  indisputable  Jaws  and  liberties,  and  that  anden. 
able  to  contrive  no  better  remedy  against  arbi-  constitution  of  government  which  is  our  ool) 
trary  power  than  civil  confusion.  Let  the^e  security  for  law  and  liberty.  If  yeu  are  desi 
gentlemen  stato  who  that  repteMniative  public  rous  of  knowing  the  spirit  of  our  constitution, 
is  to  whom  they  will  affirm  the  king,  as  a  ser-  and  the  policy  which  predominated  in  that 
vant,  to  be  responsible.  It  will  be  tlien  time  great  period  which  has  secured  it  to  this  hour, 
enough  for  mc  to  produce  to  them  the  positive  pray  look  for  both  in  our  histories,  in  our  re- 
statute  law  which  affirms  that  he  Is  not.        '  cords,  in  our  acts  of  parliament,  and  joumali 

The  ceremony  of  cashiering  kings,  of  whk^h  of  parliament,  and  not  in  the  scnnoas  of  dw 

these  gentlemen  talk  so  much  at  their  ease,  Old  Jewry,  and  the  afler-dinncr  toasts  of  the 

can.rarely,  if  ever,  be  performed  witliout  force,  revolution  society.      In  the  former  you  will 

It  then  becomes  a  case  of  war,  and  not  of  con-  find  other  ideas  and  another  language.    Such 

ititution.     Laws  are  commanded  to  hold  their  a  claim  is  as  iU-suitcd  v^our  temper  and  wishes 

tongues  afnong  arms ;  and  tribunals  fall  to  the  as  it  is  unsupported  by  any  appearance  of 

ground  with  the  peace  they  are  no  longer  able  authority.    The  very  idea  of  the  fabrication 

to  uphold.    The  revolution  of  1688  was  ob-  of  a  new  government,  is  enough  to  fill  ut  with 

tainnd  by  a  just  war,  in  the  only  case  in  which  disgust  and  horrour.    We  wished  at  the  period 

any  war,  aiid  much  more  a  civil  war,  can  be  of  the  revolution,  and  do  now  wish,  to  dcrt«r 
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kU  we  pmssess  as  an  inheritance  from  our  fore-  have  since  been-  made  for  the  preservation  of 

fatherg.    Upon  that  body  and  stock  of  inheri-  our  liberties.    In  the  1st  of  William  and  Mary, 

tanco  wc  have  taken  care  not  to  inoculate  any  in  the  famous  statute,  called  the  Declaration 

•cion  alien  to  the  nature  of  the  original  plant,  of  Right,  the  two  houses  utter  not  a  syllable  of 

AU  the  reformations  we  have  hitherto  made,  "  a  nght  to  frame  a  government  for  then^ 

have  proceeded  upon  the  principle  of  reference  selves."    You  will  see,  that  their  whole  care 

10  antiquity ;  and  I  hope,  nay  I  am  persuaded,  was  to  secure  the  religion,  laws,  and  liberties, 

that  all  those  which  possibly  may  be  made  that  had  been  long  possessed,  and  had  been 

hereafter,  will  be  carefully  formed  upon  analo-  lately  endangered.     "  Taking  into  their  mo«t 

^cal  precedent,  authority,  and  example.  serious  consideration  the  be^  means  for  making 

Our  oldest  reformation  is  that  of  Magna  suchanestablishment,  that  their  religion,  laws, 

Charta.     You  will  see  that  Sir  Ed\vard  Coke,  and  liberties,  might  not  be  in  danger  of  being 

that  great  oracle  of  our  law,  and  indeed  all  the  again  subverted,"'*'   they  auspicate  all  their 

great  men  who  follow  him,  to  Blackstone,**  proceedings,  by  stating  as  some  of  those  bcM 

are  industrious  to  prove  the  pedigree  of  our  means,  '*  in  the  first  place'*  to  do  "  as  their 

liberties.     They  endeavour  to  prove,  that  the  ancestort  in  like  cases  have  usually  done  for 

.ancient  charter,  the  Magna  Charta  of  king  vindicating  their  ancient  rights  and  liberties, 

John,   was  connected  with  another   positive  to  declare;" — and  then  they  pray  the  king  and 

charter  from  Henry  I.  and  that  both  the  one  queen,  "  that  it  may  he  dedared  and  enacted, 

and  the  other  were  nothing  more  than  a  re-  that  aU  and  singular  the  rights  and  liberties 

affirmance  of  the  still  more  ancient  standing  asserted  and  declared  are  the  true  ancient  and 

law  of  the  kingdom.    In  the  matter  of  fact,  for  indubitable  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of 

the  greater  part,  these  authors  appear  to  be  in  thb  kingdom." 

the  right ;  perhaps  not  always :  but  if  the  law-  •  You  will  observe,  that  from  magna  charta  to 

yers  mistake  in  some  particulars,  it  proves  my  the  declaration  of  right,  it  has  been  the  uniform 

position  still  the  more  strongly ;  because  it  policy  of  our  constitution  to  claim  and  assert 

demonstrates  the   powerful  prepossession  to-  our  liberties,  as  an  entailed  inheritance  derived 

wards  antiquity,  with  which  the  minds  of  all  our  to  us  from  our  forefathers,  and  to  be  transmitted 

lawyers  and  legislators,  and  of  all  the  people  to  our  posterity ;  as  an  estate  specially  belon- 

whom  they  wish  to  influence,  have  been  always  ging  to  the  people  of  this  kingdom,  without  any 

filed ;  and  the  stationary  policy  of  this  king-  reference  whatever  to  any  oUier  more  general 

dom  in  considering  their  most  sacred  rights  or  prior  right.    By  this  means  our  constitution 

and  franchises  as  an  inheritance.  preserves  an  unity  in  so  great  a  diversity  of 

In  the  famous  law  of  the  Sd  of  Charles  I.  its  parts.    We  have  an  inheritable  crown;  an 

called   the  Petition  of  Right,  the  parliament  inheritable  peerage ;  and  a  house  of  commons 

aays  to  the  king,  **  Your  subjects  have  inherited  and  a  people  inheriting  privileges,  franchises, 

this  freedom,"  claiming  their  francliises  not  and  liberties,  from  a  long  line  of  ancestors, 

on  abstract  principles  "  as  the  rights  of  men,"  The  policy  appears  tome  to  be  the  result  of 

but  as  the  rights  of  Englishmen,  and  as  a  pa-  profound  reflection ;  or  rather  the  happy  effect 

Irimony  derived  from  their  forefathers.  SeUen,  of  following  nature,  which  is  wisdom  without 

and  the  other  profoundly  learned  men,  who  reflection,  and  above  it.    A  spirit  of  innova- 

drew  this  petition  of  right,  were  as  well  ac-  tion  is  generally  the  result  of  a  selfish  temper 

qoainted,  at  least,  with  all  the  general  theories  and  confined  views.    People  will  not  look  for- 

ooQceming  the  "  rights  of  men,"  as  any  of  the  ward  to  posterity,  who  never  look  backward  to 

discourses  in  our  pulpits,  or  on  your  tribune ;  their  ancestors.    Besides,  the  people  of  Eng- 

fidl  as  weD  as  Dr.  Price,  or  as  the  Abb^  Sieyes.  land  well  know,  that  the  idea  of  inheritance 

But,  for  reasons  worthy  of  that  practical  wis-  furnishes  a  sure  principle  of  conservation,  and 

dom  which  superseded  their  theoretic  science,  ^  sure  principle  of  transmission ;  without  at 

th^  preferred  this  positive,  recorded,  A^reittoiy  all  excluding  a  principle  of  improvement.    It 

tkle  to  all  which  can  be  dear  to  the  man  and  leaves  acquisition  free ;  but  it  secures  what  it 

Ae  citizen,  to  that  vague  speculative  right,  acquires.    Whatever  advantages  are  obtained 

which  exfrased  their  sure   inheritance  to  be  by  a  state  proceeding  on  these  maxims,  are 

•crambled  for  and  torn  to  pieces  by  every  wild  k>cked  fast  as  in  a  sort  of  fiimily  settlement ; 

Ktigious  spirit.  grasped  as  in  a  kind  of  mortmain  for  ever.   By 

The  same  poiicy  pervades  all  the  laws  which  a  constitutional  policy,  working  afler  the  pat- 
tern of  nature,  we  receive,  we  hokl,  we  transmit 

*  See  Btackstone^s  Magna  Charta,  primed  at 

OxfonL  nS9.  «  1  W.  and  M. 
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oar  government  and  our  'privileges,  in  the  lame  age ;  and  on  account  of  those  from  whom  }iej 

manner  in  whfch  we  enjoy  and  transmit  our  are  descended.    All  your  sophisters  cannot 

DToperty  and  our  lives.    The  institutions  of  produce  any  thing  better  adapted  to  preserve  • 

policy,  the  goods  of  fortune,  the  gills  of  Provi-  rational  and  manly  freedom  than  the  course  that 

dence,  are  handed  down,  to  us  and  from  us,  we  have  pursued,  who  have  chosen  our  nature 

in  the  same  course  and  order.    Our  political  rather  than  our  speculations,  our  breasts  rather 

system  is  placed  in  a  just  correspondence  and  than  our  inventions,  for  the  great  conservatoriei 

symmetry  with  the  order  of  the  world,  and  with  and  magazines  of  pur  rights  and  privileges, 
the  mode  of  existence  decreed  to  a  permanent         You  might,  if  you  pleased,  have  profited  of 

body  C'.mposed  of  transitory  parts ;  wherem,  our  example,  and  have  given  to  your  recovered 

by  th«    disposition  of  a  stupendous  wisdom,  freedom  a  correspondent  dignity.     Your  privi- 

mouliiiiig  together  the  great  mysterious  incor-  leges,  though  discontinued,  were  not  lost  to 

porattun  of  the  human  race,  the  whole,  at  one  memory.    Your  constitution,  it  is  true,  whilst 

lime,  is  never  old,  or  middle-aged,  or  young,  you  were  out  of  possession,  suffered  waste  and 

but  m  a  condition  of  uncliangeable  constancy,  dilapidation ;  but  you  possessed  in  some  parti 

moves  on  through  the  varied  tenour  of  perpetual  the  walls,  and  in  all  the  iuundations  of  a  noble 

decay,  fall,  renovation,  and  progression.  Thus,  and  venerable  castle.  /  You   might  have  re- 

by  preserving  the  method  of  nature  in  the  coo-  i>aired  those  walls:  ynu  might  have  buiH  oo 

du<':t  of  the  state,  in  what  we  improve  we  are  those  old  foundations.    Your  constitution  wii 

nevpT  wholly  new ;  in  what  we  retain,  wo  are  suspended  before  it  was  perfected ;  but  you  had 

never  wholly  obsolete.     By  adhering  in  this  the  elements  of  a  constitution  very  nearly  m 

mann>r  and  on  those  principles  to  our  forcfa-  good  as  could  be  wished.    In  your  old  states 

thers,  we  are  guided  not  by  the  superstition  of  you  possessed  that  variety  of  parts  correspoD- 

attiiijuarians,  but  by  the  spirit  of  philosophic  ding  with  the  various  descriptions  of  whidiyoui 

analogy.    In  this  choice  of  inheritance  we  have  community  was  ha[>pily  composed ;  you  had 

given  to  our  frame  of  polity  the  imago  of  a  re*  all  that  combination,  and  all  that  opposition  of 

Uliun  in  blood ;  binding  up  the  constitution  of  interests,  you  had  thai  action  and  counteraction 

our  country  with  our  dearest  domestic  ties;  which,  in  the  natural  :'nd  in  the  political  world, 

axlopting  our  fundamental  laws  into  the  bosom  from   the    reciprocal    struggle    of  discordant 

of  cur  ^unily  affections ;  keeping  inseparable,  powers,  draws  out  the  harmony  of  the  universe, 

and  cherishing  with  the  warmth  of  all  their  These  opposed  and  conflicting  interests,  whidi 

combined  and  mutually  reflected  charities,  our  you  considered  as  so  great  a  blemish  in  your 

state,  our  hearths,  our  sepulchres,  and  our  altars,  old  and  in  our  present  constitution,  interpose  a 

Through  the  same  plan  of  a  conformity  to  salutary  check  to  all  precipitate  resolutions, 

natur*'  in  our  artificial  institutions,   and  by  They  render  deliberation  a  matter  not  of  choice, 

calling  in  the  aid  of  her  unerring  and  powerfiil  but  (^necessity;  they  make  all  change  a  sid>> 

instincts,  to  fortify  the  fallible  and  feeble  con-  jcct  of  compromi$e,  which   naturally   begets 

trivancr:<  of  our  reason,  we  have  derived  sev^  moderation;  they  produce  tempvamentif  pre- 

ral  other,  and  those  no  small  benefits,  from  ventingthe  sore  evil  of  harsh,  crude,  unqualified 

consider  ing  our  liberties  in  the  light  of  an  inhe-  reformations;  and  rendering  all  the  headlong 

ritance.     Always  acting  as  if  in  the  presence  exertions  of  arbitrary  power,  in  the  few  or  in 

of  canonized  forefathers,  the  spirit  of  freedom,  the  many,  for  ever  impracticable.    Through 

leading  in  itself  to  misrule  and  excess,  is  tern-  that  diversity  of  members  and  interests,  general 

pered  with  an  awful  gravity.    This  idea  of  a  liberty  had  as  many  securities  as  there  were 

liberal  descent  inspires  us  with  a  sense  of  ha-  separate  views  in  the  several  orders ;  whilst, 

bitual  native  dignity,  which  prevents  that  up-  by  pressing  dovirn  the  whole  by  the  weight  of 

start  insolence  almost  inevitably  adhering  to  a  real  monarchy,  the  separate  parts  would  have 

and  disgracing  those  who  are  the  fu^st  acqtfS-  been  prevented  Gntm  warping  and  starting  fron 

rers  of  any  distinction.     By  this  means  our  their  allotted  places. 

liberty  becomes  a  noble  freedom.    It  carries        You  had  all  these  advantages  in  yourvideat 

an  imposing  and  majestic  aspect.    It  has  a  states ;  but  you  chose  to  act  as  if  you  had 

pedigree  and  illustrating  ancestors.     It  has  never  been  moulded  into  civil  socie^,  and  had 

its  bearings  and  its  ensigns  armorial.    It  has  every  thing  to  begin  anew.    You  began  ill, 

its  gallery  of  portraits ;   its  monumental  in-  because  you  began  by  despising  every  fhing 

Bcriptions ;  its  records,  evidences,  and  titles,  that  belonged  to  you.    You  set  up  your  trade 

We  procure  reverence  to  our  civU  instiiutiooa  witliout  a  capital.    If  the  last  generations  ef 

on  the  principle  upon  which  nature  teaches  us  your  country  spj)e«red  without  much  lustre  ic 

to  rerero  individual  meo ;  on  acoouit  of  their  your  eres,  you  might  have  passed  liiaai  bv 
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and  derived  your  claims  from  a  more  cariy  to  overlay  it ;  you  would  hare  had  a  liberal  order 
race  of  ancestors.  Under  a  pious  predilection  of  commons,  to  emulate  and  to  recruit  that 
for  those  ancestors,  your  imaginations  would  nobility  ;  you  would  have  had  a  protected, 
have  realized  in  them  a  standard  of  virtue  and  satisfied,  laborious,  and  obedient  people,  taught 
wisdom,  beyond  the  vulgar  practice  of  the  to  seek  and  to  recognize  the  happiness  that  is 
hour:  and  you  would  have  risen  with  the  to  be  found  by  viriue  in  all  conditions;  in 
example  to  whose  imitation  you  aspired,  which  consists  the  true  moral  equality  of  man- 
Respecting  your  forefathers,  you  would  have  kind,  and  not  in  that  monstrous  fiction,  which, 
been  taught  to  respect  yourselves.  You  by  inspiring  false  ideas  and  vain  expectationi 
would  not  have  diosen  to  consider  the  French  into  men  destined  to  travel  in  the  obscure  walk 
as  a  people  of  yesterday,  as  a  nation  of  low-  of  Uborious  life,  serves  only  to  aggravate  and 
bom  servile  wretches  until  the  emancipating  imbitter  that  real  inequality,  which  it  never 
year  of  1789.  In  order  to  furnish,  at  the  can  remove ;  and  which  the  order  of  civil  life 
expense  of  your  honour,  an  excuse  to  your  establishes  as  much  for  the  benefit  of  those 
apologists  here  for  several  enormities  of  3rours,  whom  it  must  leave  in  an  humble  state,  as 
you  would  not  have  been  content  to  be  repr^  those  whom  it  is  able  to  exalt  to  a  condition 
sented  as  a  gang  of  Maroon  slaves,  suddenly  more  splendid,  but  not  more  happy.  You  had 
broke  loose  from  the  house  of  bondage,  and  a  smooth  and  easy  career  of  felicity  and  glory 
therefore  to  bo  pardoned  for  your  abuse  of  the  laid  open  to  you,  beyond  any  thing  recorded  io 
liberty  to  which  you  were  not  accustomed,  and  the  history  of  the  world ;  but  you  have  shews 
were  ill  fitted.  Would  it  not,  my  worthy  that  difficulty  is  good  for  man. 
fi'iend,  have  been  wiser  to  have  you  thought,  Compute  your  gains :  see  what  is  got  by 
what  I,  for  one,  ah^'ays  thought  you,  a  gene-  those  extravagant  and  presumptuous  specula- 
rous  and  gallant  nation,  long  misled  to  your  tions  which  have  taught  your  leaders  to  despise 
disadvantage  by  your  high  and  romantic  senti-  all  their  predecessors,  nod  all  their  contempo- 
mcnts  of  fidelity,  honour,  and  loyalty ;  that  raries,  and  even  to  despise  themselves,  until 
events  had  been  unfavourable  to  you,  but  that  the  moment  in  which  they  became  truly  des- 
you  were  not  enslaved  tlirough  any  illiberal  or  picable.  By  following  those  false  lights, 
servile  disposition ;  that  in  your  most  devoted  Franco  has  bought  undisguised  calamities  at 
submission,  you  were  actuated  by  a  principle  a  higher  price  than  any  nation  has  purchased 
of  public  spirit,  and  that  it  was  your  country  the  most  unequivocal  blessings !  France  hat 
you  worshipped,  in  the  person  of  your  king?  bought  poverty  by  crime !  France  has  not 
Had  you  made  it  to  be  understood,  that  in  the  sacrificed  her  virtue  to  her  interest ;  bat  she  has 
delusion  of  this  amiable  errour  you  had  gone  abandoned  her  interest,  that  she  might  prostitute 
further  than  your  wise  ancestors ;  that  you  were  her  virtue.  All  other  nations  have  begun  the 
resolved  to  resume  your  ancient  privileges,  whilst  fabric  of  a  new  government,  or  the  reformation 
you  preserved  the  spirit  of  your  ancient  and  of  an  old,  by  establishing  originally,  or  by  en- 
your  recent  loyalty  and  honour ;  or,  if  diffident  forcing  with  greater  exactness  some  rites  or  other 
of  yourselves,  and  not  clearly  discerning  the  of  religion.  All  other  people  have  laid  the  founda- 
almost  obliterated  constitution  of  your  ances-  tions  of  civil  freedom  in  severer  manners,  and  a 
tors,  you  had  looked  to  your  neighbours  in  this  S3rstem  of  a  more  austere  and  masculine  morali- 
landii  who  had  kept  alive  tlie  ancient  principles  ty.  France,  when  she  let  loose  the  reigns  of  regal 
and  models  of  the  old  common  law  of  Europe,  authority,  doubled  the  licence  of  a  ferocious  dis- 
roeliorated  and  adapted  to  its  present  state — ^by  soluteness  in  manners,  and  of  an  insolent  irre- 
foUowing  wise  examples  you  would  have  given  ligion  in  opinicms  and  practices  ;  and  has 
Dew  examples  of  wisdom  to  the  world.  You  extended  through  all  ranks  of  life,  as  if  a|ie 
would  have  rendered  the  cause  of  liberty  were  communicating  some  privilege,  or  laying 
venerable  in  the  eyes  of  every  worthy  mind  in  open  some  secluded  benefit,  all  the  unhappy 
every  nation.  You  would  have  shamed  des-  corruptions  that  usually  were  the  disease  c^ 
potism  fi'om  the  earth,  by  shewing  that  free-  wealth  and  power.  This  is  one  of  the  new 
dom  was  not  only  rcconciloable,  but  as,  when  principles  of  equality  in  France, 
well  disciplined,  it  is,  auxiliary  to  law.  You  France,  by  the  perfidy  of  her  leaders,  hat 
would  have  had  an  unoppressive  but  a  produo-  utterly  disgraced  the  tone  of  lenient  council  in 
live  revenue.  You  would  have  had  a  flourishing  the  cabinets  of  princes,  and  disarmed  it  of  itt 
commerce  to  feed  it.  You  would  have  had  a  free  most  potent  topics.  She  has  sanctified  tha 
ooostituticn ;  a  potent  monarchy ;  a  disciplined  dark  suspicious  maxims  of  tyrannous  distrust ; 
ara^ ;  a  reformed  and  venerated  clergy ;  a  roiti-  and  taught  kings  to  tremble  at  (what  wiU  bore- 
fated  but  spirited  nobility,  to  lead  vour  virtue,  not  after  be  called)  the  delusive  pAumbilities,  of 
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mora,  politicians.  Sovereij^  will  consider  rate  struggle  of  determined  patriots,  uxnpelef 
those  who  advise  them  to  place  an  unlimited  to  wads  through  blood  and  tumult,  to  the  quiet 
confidence  in  their  people,  as  subvertera  of  shore  of  a  tranquil  and  prosperous  liberty  9 
their  thrones  ;  as  traitors  who  aim  at  their  No!  nothing  like  it.  The  fresh  ruins  of 
destruction,  by  leading  their  easy  good-nature,  France,  which  shock  our  feelings  wherever 
under  specious  pretences,  to  admit  combina*  we  can  turn  our  eyes,  are  not  the  devastalioo 
tions  of  bold  and  faithless  men  into  a  participa  of  civil  war ;  they  are  the  sad  but  instructive 
tion  of  tlieir  power.  This  alone  (if  there  were  monuments  of  rash  and  ignorant  counsel  in 
nothmg  else)  is  an  irreparable  calamity  to  you  time  of  profound  peace.  They  are  tlie  dijtplay 
and  lo  mankind.  Remember  that  your  parlia-  of  inconsiderate  and  presumptuous,  because 
ment  of  Paris  told  your  king,  tliat  in  calling  unresisted  and  irresistible  authority.  The 
the  states  together,  he  had  nothing  to  fear  but  persons  who  have  thus  squandered  away  the 
the  prodigal  excess  of  their  zeal  in  providing  precious  treasure  of  their  crimes,  the  perscms 
for  the  support  of  the  throne.  It  is  right  that  who  have  made  tliis  prodigal  and  wikl  waste 
these  men  should  hide  their  heads.  It  is  right  of  public  evils  (the  last  stake  reserved  for  the 
that  they  should  bear  their  part  in  the  ruin  ultimate  ransom  of  the  state)  have  met  in 
which  their  counsel  has  brought  on  their  sove-  their  progress  with  little,  or  rather  with  no 
reign  and  their  country.  Such  sanguine  opposition  at  all.  Their  whole  march  wis 
declarations  tend  to  lull  authority  asleep;  to  more  like  a  triumphal  procession  than  the 
encourage  it  rashly  to  engage  in  perilous  ad-  progress  of  a  war.  Their  pioneers  have  gone 
ventures  of  untried  policy ;  to  neglect  those  before  them,  and  demolished  and  laid  every 
provisions,  preparations  and  precautions,  which  thing  level  at  their  feet.  Not  one  drop  o€ 
distinguish  benevolence  from  imbecility ;  and  their  blood  have  they  shed  in  the  cause  d  the 
without  which  no  man  can  answer  for  the  salu-  country  they  have  ruined.  They  have  made 
tary  effect  of  any  abstract  plan  of  government  no  sacrifice  to^heir  projects  of  greater  coiise- 
or  of  freedom.  For  want  of  these,  they  have  quence  than  their  shoe-buckles,  whilst  they 
seen  the  medicine  of  the  state  corrupted  into  were  imprisoning  their  king,  murdering  their 
its  poison.  They  have  seen  the  French  rebel  fellow-citizens,  and  bathing  in  tears,  and 
against  a  mild  and  lawful  monarch,  with  more  plunging  in  poverty  acd  distress,  thousands  of 
fury,  outrage,  and  insult,  than  ever  any  people  has  worthy  men  and  worti^  families.  Their  cm- 
been  known  to  rise  against  the  most  illegal  usur-  elty  has  not  even  been  the  base  result  of  fear, 
per,  or  the  most  sanguinary  tyrant.  Their  re-  It  has  been  the  efiect  of  their  sense  of  perfect 
sistance  was  made  to  concession ;  their  revolt  safety,  in  authorizing  treasons,  robberies, 
was  from  protection ;  theu*  blow  was  aimed  at  a  rapes,  assassinations,  slaughters,  and  bur* 
hand  holding  out  graces,  favours,and  immunities,  nings,  throughout  thek  harassed  land.    But 

This  was  unnatural.    The  rest  is  in  order,  the  cause  of  all  was  plain  from  the  beginning 
They  have  found  their  punishment  in  their         This  imforcod  choice,  this  fond  election  ot 

success.     Laws   overturned  ;   tribunals   sub-  evil,  would  appear  perfectly  unaccountable,  if 

verted;  industry  without  vigour;  commerce  we  did  not  consider  the  composition   of  the 

expiring  ;  the  revenue  unpaid,  yet  the  people  national  assembly :  I  do  not  mean  its  formal 

impoverished ;  a  church  pillaged,  and  a  state  constitution,  which  as  it  now  stands  is  excep- 

not  relieved;  civil  and  military  anarchy  made  ticmable  enough,  but  the  materials  of  wh^ch, 

the  constitution  of  the  kingdom ;  every  thing  in  a  groat  measure,  it  is  composed,  whidb  is 

human   and  divine  sacrificed  to  the  idol  of  of  ten  thousand    times  greater  consequ^ioe 

public  credit,  and  national  bankruptcy  the  con-  than  all  the  formalities  in  the  world.    If  we 

sequence ;  and  to  crown  all,  the  paper  securi-  were  to  know  nothing  of  this  assembly  but  by 

ties  of  new,  precarious,  tottering  power,  the  its  title  and  function,  no  colours  could  paint  to 

discredited  paper  securities  of  impoverished  the  imagination  any  thing  more  veneriJile.  la 

fraud,  and  beggared  rapine,  hcki  out  as  a  cur>  that  light  the  mind  of  an  inquirer,  subdued  by 

rency  for  the  support  of  an  empire,  in  lieu  c/[  the  such  an  awful  image  as  that  of  the  virtue  and 

two  great  recognized  species  that  represent  the  wisdom  of  a  whole  people  collected  into  one 

iastiikg  conventional  credit  of  mankind,  which  focus,  would  pause  and  hesitate  in  corxienin« 

disappeared  and  hid  themselves  in  the  earth  ing  things  even  of  the  very  worst  aspect.    In- 

firom  whence  they  came,  when  the  principle  of  stead  of  blameable,  they  would  appear  only 

property,  whose  oreatures  and  representatives  mysterious.      But  no  name,  no  power,  no 

they  are,  was  systematically  subverted.  function,  no  artificial  institution  whatsotsveri 

Were  aU  tUxae  dreadful  things  necessary  ?  can  make  the  men  of  whom  any  system  ef 

were  they  the  inevitable  results  of  the  despe-  authority  is  composed,  any  other  than  Qo^ 
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iiui  nature,  and  education,  and  their  habits  of  great  departure  from  the  ancient  course.    I 

life   hare  made   them.     Capacities    beyond  found  the  representaiicMi  for  the  third  estato 

these  the  people   have  not  to  give.    Virtue  composed  of  six    hundred    persons.      They 

and  wisdom  may  be    the   objects  of  their  were  equa]  in  number  to  the  representatives 

choice;  but  tlieir  choice  confers  neither  the  of  both  the  other  orders.    If  the  orders  were 

one  nor  the  other  on  those  upon  whom  they  to  act  separately,  the  number  would  not,  bo> 

lay  their  ordaining   hands.    They  have  not  yond  the  consideration  of  the  expense,  be  of 

the  engagement  of  nature,  they  have  not  the  much  moment.    But  when  it  became  apparent 

promise  of  revelation  for  any  such  powers.  that  the  three  orders  were  to  be  melted  down 

After  I  had  read  over  the  list  c^  the  persons  into  one,  the  policy  and  necessary  effect  of 
and  descriptions  elected  into  the  Tiers  Etai,  this  numerous  representation  became  obvious, 
nothing  which  tliey  aAcrwards  did  could  ap-  A   very   small  desertion  from  cither  of  the 
pear  astonishing.     Among  them,  indeed,  I  other  two  orders  must  throw  the  power  of  both 
■saw  some  of  known  rank ;  some  of  shining  into  the  hands  of  the  third.      In  fact,   the 
talents ;  but  of  any   practical  experience   in  whole  power  of  tlie  state  was  soon  resolved 
the  stale,  not  one  man  was  to  be  found.     The  into  that  body.    Its  due  composition  became 
best  were  only  men  of  theory.     But  whatever  therefore  of  infinitely  the  greater  importance, 
the  distinguixliod  few  may  have  been,  it  is  the        Judge,  Sir,  of  my  surprise,  when  I  found 
substance  and  mass  of  the  body  which  consti-  that  a  very  great  proportion  of  the  assembly 
tutes  its  character,  and  must  finally  determine  (a  majority,  I  believe,  of  the  members  w^ho 
its  direction.    In  all  bodies,  those  who  will  attended)  was  composed  of  practitioners  in 
lead,  niuMt  al:io,  in  a  considerable  degree,  ful-  the  law.    It  was  composed,  not  of  distinguish- 
low.     l'hr>y  must  conform  their  propositions  ed   magistrates,   who  had  given  pledges  to 
to  the  taste,  talent,  and  disposition  of  tliose  their  country  of  their  science,  prudence,  and 
whom  they  wish  to  conduct:  therefore,  if  an  integrity;  not  of  leading  advocates,  the  glory 
assembly  is  viciously  or  feebly  composed  in  a  of  the  bar ;  not  of  renowned  professors  in  uni- 
yery  great  part  of  it,  nothing  but  such  a  sti-  versities;  but  for  the  far  greater  part,  as  it 
premu  degree  of  virtue  as  very  rarely  appears  must   in  such  a  number,    of  the    inferiour, 
in  the  world,  and  for  that  reason  cannot  enter  unlearned,  mechanical,   merely  instrumental 
into   calculation,   will  prevent   the    men  of  members  of  the  profession.     There  were  dis- 
talents  disseminated  through  it  frrim  becoming  tinguished  exceptions ;  but  the  general  com- 
only  the  expert  instruments  of  absurd  projects !  position  was  of  obscure  provincial  advocates, 
If,  what  is  the  more  likely  event,  instead  of  of  stewards  of  petty  local  jurisdictions,  coun- 
that  unusual  degree  of  virtue,  they  should  bo  try  altomies,  notaries,  and  the  whole  train  of 
actuated  by  sinister  ambition,  and  a  lust  of  the  ministers  of  municipal  litigation,  the  R>- 
meretricious  glory,  then  the  feeble  part  of  the  menters  and  conductors  of  the  petty  war  of 
assembly,  to  whom  at  first  they  conform,  be-  village  vexation.    From  the  moment   I  read 
comes  m  its  turn  the  dupe  and  instrument  of  the  list,  I  saw  distinctly,  and  very  nearly  as  it 
their  designs.     In  this  political  traffic  the  has  happened,  all  that  was  to  follow, 
leaders  will  be  obliged  to  bow  to  the  ignorance         The  degree  of  estimation  in  which  any  pro- 
of their  followers,  and  the  followers  to  become  fession  is  held  becomes  the  standard  of  the 
subservient  to  the  worstdesigns  of  their  leaders,  estimation  in  which  the  professors  hold  thcm- 

To  secure  any  degree  of  sobriety  in  the  selves.  Whatever  the  personal  nierils  of 
propositions  made  by  the  leaders  in  any  public  many  individual  la%v)-ers  might  have  been,  and 
assembly,  they  ought  to  respect,  in  some  de-  in  many  it  was  undoubtedly  very  considerable, 
gree  perhaps  to  fear,  tliose  whom  they  conduct,  in  that  military  kingdom  no  part  of  the  profes- 
To  be  led  any  otherwise  than  blindly,  the  fol-  sion  had  been  much  regarded,  except  the 
lowers  must  be  qualified,  if  not  for  actors,  at  highest  of  all,  who  oflen  united  to  their  pro- 
least  for  judges ;  they  must  also  be  judges  of  fessional  offices  great  family  splendour,  and 
natural  weight  and  authority.  Nothing  can  were  invested  with  great  power  and  authority, 
secure  a  steady  and  moderate  conduct  in  such  These  certainly  were  highly  respected,  and 
assemblies,  but  that  the  body  of  them  shoukl  even  with  no  small  degree  of  awe.  The 
be  respectably  composed,  in  point  of  conditi(Mi  next  rank  was  not  much  esteemed;  the  mo> 
in  life,  of  permanent  property,  of  education,  chanical  part  was  in  a  very  low  degree  of 
and  of  such  habits  as  enlarge  and  liberalise  repute, 
the  understanding.  Whenever  the  supreme  authority  is  vested 

In   the  calling  of  the  states   general   of  in  a  body  so  composed,  it  must  evidently  pro> 

Frtxtce,  the  first  thing  that  struck  me,  was  a  duce  the  consequences  of  supreme  authority 
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placed  in  tlie  hands  of  men  not  taught  habitu-  bad  not,  any  more  than  that  of  tlje  law,  po» 
ally  to  respect  themselves ;  who  had  no  pre-  sessed  in  France  its  just  estimation.    Its  pro^ 
vious  fortune  in  character  at  stake;  who  could  fessors,  therefore,  must  have  the  qualities  ci 
not  be  expected  to  bear  with  moderation,  or  to  men  not  habituated  to  sentiments  of  dignity- 
conduct  with  discretion,  a  power,  which  they  But  supposing  they  had  ranked  as  they  ought 
themse.'7es,  more  than  any  others,  must  be  to  do,  and  as  with  us  they  do  actually,  the 
surprised  to  find  in  their  hands.    Who  could  sides  of  sickbeds  are  not  the  academies  (or 
flatter  himself  that  these  men,  suddenly,  and,  forming  statesmen  and  legislators.  Then  came 
as  it  were,  by  enchantment,  snatched  from  the  the  dealers  in  stocks  and  funds,  who  must  be 
atmiUest  rank  of  subordination,  would  not  be  eager,  at  any  expense,  to  change  their  ideal 
intoxicated  with  their  unprepared  greatness  ?  paper  wealth  for  the  more  sdiid  substance  of 
Who  could  conceive,  that  men,  who  are  ha-  Und.    To  those  were  joined  men  of  other  d^ 
bitually  meddling,  daring,  subtle,  active,  of  scriptions,  from  whom  as  little  knowledge  of 
litigious  dispositions  and  unquiet  minds,  would  or  attention  to  the  interests  of  a  great  state 
easily  fall  back  into  their  old  condition  of  was  to  be  expected,  and  as  little  regard  to  the 
obscure  contention,  and  laborious,  low,  and  stability  of  any  institution  ;  men  formed  to  be 
unprofitable  chicane  ?    Who  could  doubt  but  instruments  not  controuls.  Such  in  general  was 
that,  at  any  expense  to  the  state,  of  which  the  composition  of  the  IHerg  Etat  in  the  nap 
they  understood  nothing,  they  must  pursue  tional  assembly ;  in  which  was  scarcely  to  be 
their  private  interests,  which  they  understood  p-orceived  the  slightest  traces  of  what  we  call 
but  too  well  ?    It  was  not  an  event  depending  the  natural  laruled  interest  of  the  country, 
on  chance  or  contingency.    It  was  inevitable ;         We  know  that  tlie  British  house  of  conuncms, 
it  was  necessary;  it  was  planted  in  the  nature  without  sliutting  its  doors  to  any  merit  in  any 
of  things.    They  must  join  (if  their  capacity  class,  is,  by  the  sure  operation  of  adequate 
did  not  permit  them  to  lead)  in  any  project  causes,  filled  with  every  tiling  illustrious  in 
which  could  procure  to  them  a  IkigiouM  oonatl'  rank,  in  descent,  in  hereditary  and  in  acquired 
tulion;  which  could  lay  open  to  them  those  opulence,  in  cultivated  talents,  in  military, 
innuraerablo  lucrative  jobs  which  follow  in  the  civil,  naval,  and  politic  distinction,  that  the 
train  of  all  great  convulsions  and  revolutions  country  can  afford.  But  si^posing,  what  hardly 
in  the  state,  and  particularly  in  all  great  and  can  be  supposed  as  a  case,  that  the  house  of 
violent  permutations  of  property.     Was  it  to  conmions  should   be  composed  in  the  same 
be  expected  that  they  would  attend  to  the  sta-  manner  with  the  Tiert  Etat  in  France,  would 
bility  of  property,  whose  existence  had  always  this  dominion  of  chicane  be  borne  with  pa- 
depended  upon   whatever  rendered  property  tiencc,  or  even  conceived  without  horrour? 
questionable,  ambiguous,  and  insecure  ?  Their  God  forbid  I  should  insinuate  anything  deroga- 
objects  would  be  enlarged  with  their  elevation,  tory  to  that  profession,  which  is  another  priest- 
but  their  disposition  and  habits,  and  mode  of  hood,  administering  the  rights  of  sacred  jus- 
accomplishing  their  designs,  must  remain  the  tice.    But  whilst  I  revere  men  in  the  fiinctioos 
same.  which  belong  to  them,  and  would  do,  as  much 
Well !  but  these  men  were  to  bo  tempered  as  one  man  can  do,  to  prevent  their  exclu- 
and  restrained  by  other  descriptions,  of  more  sion  from  any,  I  cannot,  to  flatter  them,  give 
•ober  minds,  and  more  enlarged  understandings,  the  lie  to  nature.    They  are  good  and  ui^ul 
Were  they  then  to  be  awed  by  the  super-emi-  in  the  composition ;  they  must  be  mischievous 
nent  authority  and  awful  dignity  of  a  handfiil  if  they  preponderate  so  as  virtually  to  become 
of  country-clowns,  who  have  seats  in  that  as-  the  whole.    Their  very  excellence   in  their 
■embly,  some  of  whom  are  said  not  to  be  able  peculiar  functions  may  be  far  fix>m  a  qualifica- 
to  read  and  write  ?  and  by  not  a  greater  num-  tion  for  others.    It  cannot  escape  observation, 
ber  of  traders,  who,  though  somewhat  more  that  when  men  are  too  much  confined  to  pr(^ 
instructed,  and  more  conspicuous  in  the  order  fessional  and  faculty  habits,  and,  as  it  wwe, 
of  society,  had  never  known  any  thing  beyond  inveterate  in  the  recurrent  employment  of  that 
their  counting-house  ?  No !  both  these  descrip-  narrow  circle,  they  are  rathei  disabled  than 
tkms  were  more  formed  to  be  overborne  and  qualified  for  whatever  depends  on  the  know- 
ffwayed  by  the  intrigues  and  artifices  of  law-  ledge  of  mankind,  on  experience  in  mixed 
yera,  than  to  become  their  counterpoise.  With  affairs,  on  a  comprehensive  connected  view  of 
Rich  a  dangerous  disproportion,  the  whole  must  the  various  complicated  external  and  intaraal 
needs  be  governed  by  them.    To  the  fiiculty  interests  which  go  to  the  formation  of  that  mui- 
of  law  was  joined  a  pretty  considerable  pro  tifarious  thing  called  a  state.  , 
poition  of  the  farulty  of  medicine.  This  &culty        Afier  all,  U*  the  house  of  aMnmcni  wtn  ti 


REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCE.      475 

have  an  wholly  professional  and  faculty  com-  upon  a  body  of  wealth,  in  which  they  could 

position,  what  is  the  power  of  the  house  of  hardly  look  to  have  any  share,  except  in  a  ge- 

conunons,  circumscribed  and  shut  in  by  the  neral  scramble.     Instead   of  balancing   the 

immovable  barriers  of  law,  usages,  positive  power  of  the  active  chicaners  in  the  other 

rules  of  doctrine  and  practice,  counterpoised  by  assembly,  these  curates  must  necessarily  be- 

the  house  of  lords,  and  every  moment  of  its  come  the  active  coadjutors,  or  at  best   the 

existence  at  the  discretion   of  rhe  crown  to  passive  instrumentsofthosebywhom  they  have 

continue,  prorogue, or dissoiVb us?  The  power  been  habitually  guided  in  their  petty  village 

of  the  house  of  commons,  direct  or  inditect,  is  concerns.    They  too  could  hardly  be  the  most 

indeed  great;  and  long  may  it  be  able  to  pro>  conscienciousoftheir kind, who, presuming upoL 

serve  its  greatness,  and  the  spirit  belonging  to  their  incompetent  una erstanding,  could  intrigue 

true  greatness,  ai  *he  full ;  and  it  will  do  so,  ibr  a  trust  which  led  them  from  their  natural 

as  long  as  it  can  keep  the  breakers  of  law  in  relation  to  their  flocks,  and  their  natural  spheres 

India  from  becommg  the  makers  of  law  for  of  action,  to  undertake  the  regeneration  of 

England.    The  power,  however,  of  the  house  kingdoms.    Thb  preponderating  weight  being 

of  commons,  when  least  diminished,  is  as  a  added  to  the  force  of  the  body  of  chicane  in 

drop  of  water  in  the  ocean,  compared  to  that  the  Tiers  Etai,  completed  tliat  momentum  of 

residing  in  a  settled  majority  of  your  national  ignortmce,  rashness,  presumption,  and  lust  of 

assembly.    That  assembly,  since  the  desiruo-  plunder,  which  nothing  has  been  able  to  resist, 
tion  of  the  orders,  has  no  fundamental  law,  no         To  observing  men  it  must  have  appeared 

strict  convention,  no  respected  usage  to  ro-  from  the  beginnmg,  that  the  majority  of  the 

strain  it   Instead  of  finding  themselves  obliged  Third  Estate,  in  conjunction  with  such  a  de« 

to  conform  to  a  fixed  constitution,  they  have  a  putation  from  the  clergy  as  I  have  described, 

power  to  make  a  constitution  which  shall  con-  whilst  it  pursued  the  destruction  of  the  nobility, 

form  to  their  designs.    Nothing  in  heaven  or  would  inevitably  become  subservient  to  the 

upon  earth  can  serve  as  a  controul  on  them,  worst  designs  of  individuals  in  that  class.    In 

What  ought  to  be  the  heads,  the  hearts,  the  the  spoil  and  humiliation  of  their  own  order 

dispositions,  that  are  qualified,  or  that  dare,  these  individuals  would  possess  a  sure  fund  for 

not  only  to  make  \ayfs  under  a  fixed  constitu-  the  pay  of  their  new  followers.    To  squander 

tion,  but  at  one  heat  to  strike  out  a  totally  away  Uie  objects  which  made  the  happiness  of 

new  constitution  for  a  great  kingdom,  and  in  their  felloMrs,  would  be  to  them  no  sacrifice  at 

every  port   of  it,  fi-om  the  monarch  on  the  all.    Turbulent,  discontented  men  of  quality^ 

throne  to  the  vestry  of  a  parish  ?   But — "/boU  in  proportion  as  they  are  pufi*ed  up  with  per* 

nuh  in  where  angela  fear  to  treads    In  such  a  Boral  pride  and  arrogance,  generally  despise 

state  of  unboumled  power,  for  undefined  and  their  o>vn  order.    One  of  the  first  symptoms 

undcfinable  purposes,  the  evil  of  a  moral  and  they  discover  of  a  selfish  and  mischievous  ano- 

almost  physical  inaptitude  of  the  man  to  the  bition,  is  a  profligate  disregard  of  a  dignity 

function,  must  be  the  greatest  we  can  conceive  which  they  partake  with  others.    To  be  at- 

to  happen  in  the  management  of  human  aflfaira.  tached  to  the  subdivision,  to  love  the  little  platoon 

Having  considered  the  composition  of  the  we  belong  to  in  society,  is  the  first  principle  • 
third  estate  as  it  stood  in  its  original  frame,  (the  germ  as  it  were)  of  public  affccti(ms.  It 
I  took  a  view  of  the  representatives  of  the  is  the  first  link  in  the  series  by  which  we  pro- 
clergy.  There  too  it  appeared,  that  full  as  ceed  towards  a  love  to  our  country  and  to 
little  regard  was  had  to  the  general  security  of  mankind.  The  interest  of  that  portion  of  social 
property,  or  to  the  aptitude  of  the  deputies  for  arrangement  is  a  trust  in  the  hands  of  all  tlioso 
tlieir  public  purposes,  in  the  principles  of  their  who  compose  it ;  and  as  none  but  bad  men 
election.  That  election  was  so  contrived,  as  would  justify  it  in  abuse,  none  but  traitors 
to  send  a  very  large  proportion  of  mere  country  would  barter  it  away  for  their  own  personal 
curates  to  the  great  and  arduous  work  of  new-  advantage. 

modelling  a  state;  men  who  never  had  seui        There  were,  in  the  time  of  our  civil  troubles 

the  state  so  much  as  in  a  picture ;  men  who  in  England,  (I  do  not  know  whether  you  have 

knew  nothing  of  the  world  beyond  the  bounds  any  such  in  your  assembly  in  France,)  seve- 

of  an  obscure  village ;  who,  immersed  in  hope-  ral  persons,  like  the  then  Earl  of  Holland,  who 

less  poverty,  could  regard  all  property,  whether  by  themselves  or  their  families  had  brought  an 

secular  or  ecclesiastical,  with  no  other  eye  than  odium  on  the  throne,  by  the  prodigal  dis|»ensai- 

that  of  envy ;  among  whom  must  be  many,  who,  tion  of  its  bounties  towards  them,  who  afler- 

for  the  smiallest  hope  of  the  meanest  dividend  wards  joined  in  the  fobelliona  arising  fi?om  the 

in  plunder,  would  readilr  ioin  in  aiqr  atten^ts  discontents  of  which  they  were  themselTefl  the 
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cause ;  men  who  helped  to  subvert  that  throne  try,  communicated  to  it  the  force  and  energv 

to  which  they  owed,  some  of  them,  their  exis-  under  which  it  suffered.    I  do  not  say  (Grod 

tence,  others  all  that  power  which  they  em-  forbid)  I  do  not  say,  that  the  virtues  of  such 

ployed  to  ruin  their  benefactor.    If  any  bounds  men  were  to  be  taken  as  a  balance  to  their 

■re  set  to  the  rapacious  demands  of  that  sort  crimes ;  but  thoy  were  some  cc»Tective  to 

of  people,  or  that  others  are  permitted  to  par-  their  effects.    Such  was,  as  I  said,  our  Crom> 

take  in  the  objects  they  would  engross,  revenge  well.    Such  were  your  whole  race  of  Guises 

and  envy  soon  fill  up  the  craving  void  that  is  Condes,  and  Colignis.    Such  the  RichclieuS} 

left  in  their  avarice.    Confounded  by  the  com-  who  in  more  quiet  times  acted  in  the  spirit  of 

plication  of  distempered  passions,  their  reason  a  civil  war.    Such,  as  better  men,  and  in  a 

is  disturbed;   their  views  become  vast  and  less  dubious  caui*^,    were  your   Henry  the 

perplexed;  to  others  inexplicable;  to  thera-  Fourth  and  your  Sully,  though  nursed  in  civil 

•elves  uncertain.      They  find,  on  all  sides,  confusions,  and  not  wholly  without  some  of 

bounds  to  their  unprincipled  ambition  in  any  their  taint.    It  is  a  thing  to  be  wondered  at,  to 

fixed  order  of  things.    But  in  the  fog  and  haze  see  how  very  soon  France,  when  she  had  a 

of  confusion  all  is  enlarged,  and  appears  with-  moment  to  respire,  recovered  and  emerged 

out  any  limit.  fi'om  the  longest  and  most  dreadful  civil  war 

When  men  of  rank  sacrifice  all  ideas  ofdig^  that  ever  was  known  in  any  nation.  Why? 
nity  to  an  ambition  without  a  distinct  object,  Because,  among  all  their  maraacres,  they  had 
and  work  with  low  instruments  and  for  low  not  slain  the  mind  in  their  country.  A  con- 
ends,  the  whole  composition  becomes  low  and  scious  dignity,  a  noble  pride,  a  generous  sense 
base.  Does  not  something  like  this  now  ap-  of  glory  and  emulation,  was  not  extinguished, 
pear  in  France  ?  Does  it  not  produce  some-  On  the  contrary,  it  was  kindled  and  inflamed, 
thing  ignoble  and  inglorious  ?  a  kind  of  mean-  The  organs  also  of  the  state,  however  sbat- 
ness  in  all  the  prevalent  policy  7  a  tendency  in  tered,  existed.  All  the  prizes  of  honour  and 
all  that  l<«  done  to  lower  along  with  mdividuals  virtue,  all  the  rewards,  all  the  distinctions, 
all  the  dignity  and  importance  of  the  state  ?  remained.  But  your  present  confusion,  like  a 
Other  revolutions  have  been  conducted  by  palsy,  has  attacked  the  fountain  of  life  itselC 
persons,  who  whilst  they  attempted  or  affected  Every  person  in  your  country,  in  a  situation 
changes  in  the  commonwealth,  sanctified  their  to  be  actuated  by  a  ptrinciple  of  honour,  is  dis- 
ambition  by  advancing  the  dignity  of  tlie  peo-  graced  and  degraded,  and  can  entertain  no 
pie  whose  peace  they  troubled.  They  had  sensation  of  life,  except  in  a  mortified  and 
long  views.  They  aimed  at  the  rule,  not  a^  humiliated  indignation.  But  this  generation 
the  destruction  of  their  country.  They  were  will  quickly  pass  away.  The  ncvt  generation 
men  of  grcUt  civil,  and  great  military  talents,  of  the  nobility  will  resemble  the  artificers  and 
and  if  the  terrour,  the  ornament  of  their  age.  clowns,  and  money-joth^rs,  usurers,  and  Jews, 
They  were  not  Kke  Jew  brokers  contending  who  will  be  always  tht  ir  fcDows,  sometimes 
with  each  other  who  could  best  remedy  with  their  masters.  Bclicvf  i;:>.  Sir,  those  who 
fraudulent  circulation  and  depreciated  paper  attempt  to  level,  nevt-r  c.;u 3  i '•>.  In  all  soci^ 
the  wretchedness  and  ruin  brought  on  their  ties,  consisting  of  variou;  di  a liplions  of  cili- 
country  by  their  degenerate  councils.  The  com-  sens,  some  descripi'.'ju  n 'ist  be  uppermost, 
pliment  made  to  one  of  the  great  bad  men  of  the  The  levellers  therefore  ittly  change  and  per- 
old  stamp  (Cromwell)  by  his  kinsman,  a  favou-  rert  the  natural  order  of  things  ;  they  load  the 
rite  poet  of  that  time,  shews  what  it  was  ho  edifice  of  socie^,  by  setting  up  in  the  air 
proposed,  and  what  indeed  to  a  great  degree  he  what  the  solidity  of  the  structure  requires  U> 
accomplished  in  the  success  c^  his  anibition :  bo  cm  the  ground.    The  associations  of  tailors 

and  carpenters,  of  which  the  republic  (of  Paris, 

"  81III  as  you  rise,  the  state  exalted  loo,  for  instance)  is  composed,  cannot  bo  equal  to 

«*  Finds  no  distemper  whilst  'tis  chang'd  by  you  ;  •u^  .iniation  into  which   bv  th«  wor«f  r^nmw. 

"  Chang'd  like  the  world's  great  scene.  When  "»«  "n»«ion,  mto  wni^n,  by  tfte  worst  ofuaurw 

without  noise  pations,  an  usurpation  on  the  prerogaUves  of 

'*  The  rising  sun  nighi*s  vulgar  lights  destroys."  nature,  you  attempt  to  force  them. 

The  chancellor  of  France  at  the  opening  of 

These  disturbers  were  not  so  much  like  men  the  states,  said,  in  a  tone  (^oratorical  flourii^, 

■surping  power,  as  asserting  their  natural  placo  that  all  occupations  were  honourable.    If  be 

in  society.   Their  rising  was  to  iUimiinate  and  meant  only,  that  no  honest  employment  was 

beautify  the  world.    Their  conquest  over  their  disgraceful,  he  would  not  have  gone  bejrood 

competitors  was  by  outshining  them.  The  hand  the  truth.    But  in  asserting,  that  any  thii^  if 

tfiati  like  a  destroying  angel,  unote  the  ooun-  honourable,  we  imply  aome  distinction  in  iH 
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farour.  The  occupation  of  a  hair-dresser,  or  ting  in  the  spirit  of  sortition  or  rotation,  can  be 
ofa  working  tallow-chandler,  cannot  be  a  mat-  generally  good  in  a  government  conversant  in 
ter  of  honour  to  any  person — to  say  nothing  of  extensive  objects.  Because  they  have  no  ten- 
a  number  of  other  more  servile  employments,  dency,  direct  or  indirect,  to  select  the  man 
Such  descriptions  of  men  ought  not  to  suffer  with  a  view  to  the  duly,  or  to  accommodate 
oppression  from  the  state ;  but  the  state  suffers  the  one  to  the  other.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say, 
oppression,  if  such  as  they,  either  individually  that  the  road  to  eminence  and  power,  from 
ur  collectively,  are  permitted  to  rule.  In  this  obscure  condition,  ought  not  to  be  made  too 
vou  think  you  are  combating  prejudice,  but  oasy,  nor  a  thing  too  much  of  course.  If  rare 
?ou  are  at  war  with  nature.*^  merit  be  the  rarest  of  all  rare  things,  it  ought 
I  do  not,  my  dear  Sir,  conceive  you  to  bo  to  pass  through  some  sort  of  probation.  The 
of  that  sophistical  captious  spirit,  or  of  that  temple  of  honour  ought  to  be  seated  on  an 
uncandid  dulness,  as  to  require,  for  every  gene-  eminence.  If  it  be  opened  through  virtue,  let 
-al  observation  or  sentiment,  an  explicit  detail  it  be  remembered  too,  that  virtue  is  never  tried 
of  the  correctives  and  exceptions,  which  reason  but  by  some  difficulty  and  some  struggle, 
will  presume  to  be  included  in  all  the  general  Nothing  is  a  due  and  adequate  rcpresenta 
propositions  which  come  from  reasonable  men.  tion  of  a  state,  that  does  not  represent  its  abi- 
You  do  not  imagine,  that  I  wish  to  confine  lity,  as  well  as  its  property.  But  as  ability  is 
power,  authority,  and  distinction  to  blood,  and  a  vigorous  and  active  principle,  and  as  pro- 
names,  and  titles.  No,  Sir.  There  is  no  perty  is  sluggish,  inert  and  timid,  it  never  can 
qualification  for  government  but  virtue  and  be  safe  from  the  invasions  of  ability,  unless  it 
wisdom,  actual  or  presumptive.  Wherever  be,  out  of  all  proportion,  predominant  in  the 
they  arc  actually  found,  tliey  have,  in  what-  representation.  It  must  be  represented  too  in 
ever  state,  condition,  profession  or  trade,  the  great  masses  of  accumulation,  or  it  is  not 
passport  of  Heaven  to  human  place  and  honour,  rightly  protected.  The  characteristic  essence 
Woe  to  the  country  which  would  madly  and  of  property,  formed  out  of  the  combined  prin- 
impiously  reject  tlie  service  of  the  talents  and  ciples  of  its  acquisition  and  conservation,  is 
virtues,  civil,  military,  or  religious,  that  are  to  be  unequal.  The  great  masses  thereibre 
given  to  grace  and  to  serve  it ;  and  would  con-  which  excite  envy,  and  tempt  rapacity,  must 
demn  to  obscurity  every  thing  formed  to  diffuse  be  put  out  of  the  possibility  of  danger.  Then 
lustre  and  glory  around  a  state.  Woe  to  that  they  form  a  natural  rampart  about  the  lesser 
country  too,  that  passing  into  the  q)posite  properties  in  all  their  gradations.  The  same 
extreme,  considers  a  low  education,  a  mean  quanti^  of  property,  which  is  by  the  natural 
contracted  view  of  thmgs,  a  sordid,  mercensuy  course  of  things  cWidcd  among  many,  has  not 
occupation,  as  a  preferable  title  to  command,  the  same  operation.  Its  defensive  power  is 
Every  tiling  ought  to  be  open ;  but  not  indif^  weakened  as  it  is  difRised.  In  this  diffusion 
ferently  to  every  man.  No  rotation ;  no  ap-  each  man's  portion  is  less  than  what,  in  the 
pointment  by  lot;  no  mode  of  election  opera-  eagerness  of  his  desires,  he  may  flatter  him- 
self to  obtain  by  dissipating  the  accumulations 

„    ,    .     .  ,  ...  of  others.    The  plunder  of  the  few  would  in 

♦  Ecclesiasticus,  chap,  xxxviii.  verse  24,  23.  j^^j  „•  ^  i..,»   .  <.u..«  :r,,.^«^.:.^ki..  ..«.n  :- 

.«The  wisdom  of  a  learned  man  comeih  by  d^ed  give  but  a  share  mconceiirably  small  in 

0|iponunity  of  leisure  :  and  he  that  hath  little  "»«  distribution  to  tlie  many.    But  the  many 

business  shall  become  wise." — "  How  can  he  are  not  capable  of  making  this  calculation ; 

get  wisdom  that  holdeih  the  plough,  and  that  ^id  those  who  lead  them  to  rapine,  never  in- 

gloneth  in  the  ffoad ;  that  driveth  oxen :  and  is  ,.„  .  ,k;-  ^:»*.;k..*:^» 

Sccupied  in  their  laliurs ;  and  whose  ulk  is  of  *c"2  *"  distribution. 

bullocks?"  The  power  of  perpetuating  our  property  in 

Ver.  27.    "  So  every  carpenter  and  work'  our  families  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  and 

master  that  laboureih  niehl  aiidday/»  kc.  interesting  circumstances  belonging  to  it,  and 

pulnc!Lus.l^^/^ili^^^^  tlmt  which  tends  the  most  to  the  perpetuation 

ihey  shall  not  sit  on  the  pudges*  seal,  nor  under-  of  society  itself.     It  makes  our  weakness  sub- 

aund  the  sentence  of  judgment:  they  cannot  servient  to  our  virtue;  it  graAs  benevolence 

declare  justice  and  judgment,  and  they  shall  ^^^n  upon  avarice.  The  possessors  of  familv 
not  be  found  where  parables  are  spoken."  ,^,^      ,     -  .,       ....  \.         ,.  ,      .^     ,' 

Ver.  34.    "  But  they  will  maintain  the  state  J^ealth,  and  of  the  dislmdion  which  attends 

uf  the  world."  hereditary  possession  (as  most  concerned  in 

I  do  no:  determine  whether  this  book  be  cano-  it)  are  tlie  natural  securities  for  this  transmis- 

nical  as  the  Gallican  church  (till  lately)  has  gjon.  -yVitJi  us,  the  house  of  peers  is  formed 
ronsidcred  it,  or  apocrypha,  as  here  it  u  taken.  ...       •     •  i        t.  •      u  n  a    » 

I  am  sure  it  coiiiaiis  a  great  deal  of  sense,  and  "I^  ^"  prmciple.    It  is  wholly  composed  of 

truth.  hereditary  property  and  hereditary  distinction 
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and  made  therefore  the  third  of  the  legislature ;     loil,  to  be  sent  to  swell  the  insolence,  cr  pam- 
and  in  the  last  event,  the  sob  judge  oTall  pro-     per  the  luxury,  of  the  mechanics  of  Paris.    In 
pertj  in  all  its  subdivbions.    The  house  of     this  they  will  see  none  of  the  equality,  under  the 
commons  too,  though  not  necessarily,  yet  in     pretence  of  which  they  have  been  tempted  to 
%ct,  is  always  so  composed  in  the  Cur  greater     throw  off  their  allegiance  to  their  sovereign,  as 
part.     Let  those  large  proprietors  be  what     well  as  the  ancient  constitution  of  their  coun- 
they  will,  and  they  have  their  chance  of  being     try.    There  can  be  no  capital  city  in  such  a 
among  the  best,  they  are  at  the  vary  worst,     constitution  as  they  have  lately  made.     They 
the  baJJast  in  the  vessel  of  the  commonwealth,     have  forgot,  that  when  they  framed  democratic 
For  though  hereditary  wealth,  and  the  rank     governments,  they  had  virtually  dismembered 
which  goes  with  it,  are  too  much  idolized  by     their  country.    The  person  whom  they  perse* 
creeping  sycophants,  and  the  blind  abject  ad«     vere  in  calling  king,  has  not  power  left  to  him 
mirers  of  power,  they  are  too  rashly  slighted     by  the  hundredth  part  sufficient  to  hold  together 
in  shallow  speculatioitb  of  the  petulant,  assu-     this  collection  of  republics.     The  republic  of 
ming,  short-sighted  coxcombs  of  philosophy.     Paris  will  endeavour  indeed  to  complete  the 
Some  decent  regulated  pre-eminence,  some     debauchery  of  the  army,  and  illegally  to  per- 
preference  (not  exclusive  appropriation)  given     petuate  the  assembly,  without  resort  to  its  con- 
to  birth,  is  neither  unnatural,  nor  unjust,  nor    stituents,  as  the  means  of  continuing  its  dc^)o- 
impolitic.  tism.    It  will  make  efforts,  by  becoming  the 

It  is  said,  that  twenty-four  millions  ought  to     heart  of  a  boundless  paper  circulation,  to  draw 
prevail  over  two  hundred  thousand.    True ;  if     every  thing  to  itself;  but  in  vain.    All  tliis 

the  constitution  of  a  kingdom  be  a  problem  of  policy  in  the  end  will  appear  as  feeble  as  it 

arithmetic.     This  sort  of  discourse  does  well  is  now  violent. 

enough  with  the  lamp-post  for  its  second:  to        If  this  be  your  actual  situation,  compared  to 

men  who  jnay  reason  calmly,  it  is  ridiculous,  the  situation  to  which  you  were  called,  as  it 

The  will  of  the  many,  and  their  interest,  must  were  by  the  voice  of  God  and  man,  I  cannot 

very  often  differ ;  and  great  will  be  the  diff&-  find  it  in  my  heart  to  congratulate  you  on  the 

ronce  when  they  make  an  evil  choice.    A  go-  dioice  you  have  made,  or  the  success  which 

vcmment  of  five  hundred  country  attomies  has  attended  your  endeavours.    I  can  as  little 

and  obscure  curates  is  not  good  for  twenty-  recoomiend  to  any  other  nation   a  conduct 

four  millions  of  men,  though  it  were  chosen  by  grounded  on  such  principles,  and  productive 

eight  and  forty  millions ;  nor  is  it  the  better  for  of  such  effects.    That  1  must  leave  to  thoM 

being  guided  by  a  dozen  of  persons  of  quality,  who  can  see  further  into  your  affairs  than  I  am 

who  have  betrayed  their  trust  in  order  to  obtain  able  to^o,  and  who  best  know  how  far  your 

that  power.    At  present,  you  seem  in  every  actions  are  favourable  to  their  designs.    The 

thing  to  have  strayed  out  of  the  high  road  of  gentlemen  of  tlie  revolution  society,  who  were 

nature.      The  property  of  France  does  not  so  early  in  their  congratulations,  appear  to  be 

govern  it.    Of  course  property  is  destroyed,  strongly  of  opinion  that  there  is  some  scheme 

and  rational  liberty  has  no  existence.     All  of  politics  relative  to  this  country,  in  which 

you  have  got  for  the  present  is  a  paper  circu-  your  proceedings  may,  in  some  way,  be  useful, 

lation,  and  a  stock  jobbing  constitution :  and  For  your  Dr.  Price,  who  seems  to  have  specu- 

as  to  the  future,  do  you  seriously  think  that  the  lated  himself  into  no  small  degree  of  fervour 

territory  of  France,  ufxm  the  republican  sys-  upon  this  subject,  addresses  his  auditors  in 

tem  of  eighty-three  independent  municipalities  the  following  very  remarkable  words :  "  I  can 

(to  say  nothing  of  the  parts  that  compose  them)  not  conclude  without  recaUing  particularly  ts 

can  ever  be  governed  as  one  body,  or  can  ever  ^our  recollection  a  consideration  which  I  have 

be  set  in  motion  by  the  impalse  of  one  mind  ?  mare  than  once  alluded  to,  and  which  probably 

When  the  national  assembly  has  completed  your  thoughts  have  been  all  along  anticipating , 

its  work,  it  will  have  accomplished  its  ruin,  a  consideration  with  which  my  mind  i$  ir>^ 

These  commonwealths  will  not  long  bear  a  pressed  more  than  I  can  express.    I  mean  the 

stato  of  subjection  to  the  republic  of  Paris,  consideration  of  the  favourableness  of  the  pr^ 

They  will  not  bear  that  this  one  body  should  sent  times  to  all  exertions  in  the  cause  of 

monopolize  the  captivity  of  the  king,  and  the  Uberty.** 

dominion  over  the  assembly  calling  itself  na-         It  is  plain  that  the  mind  of  this  political 

tional.    Each  will  keep  its  own  portion  of  the  preacher  was  at  tlie  time  big  with  some  ex- 

tpoil  of  the  church  to  itself;  and  it  will  not  traordinary  design ;  and  it  is  very  {vobable 

suffer  either  that  spoil,  or  the  more  just  fruits  that  the  thou^ts  of  his  audience,  who  under- 

oftheir  industry,  or  the  natural  produce  of  their  stood  him   bet  t^  than  I  do,   did  al>   aknil 
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nm  before  him  in  his  reflection,  and  in  the  them  the  delusive  hope  of  a  dole  out  of  the 

whole  train  of  consequences  to  which  it  led.  spoils  of  their  own  order?    Are  the  citizena 

Before  I  read  that  sermon,  I  really  thought  of  London  to  be  drawn  from  their  allegiance 

I  had  lived  in  a  free  country ;  and  it  was  an  by  feeding  them  at  the  expense  of  their  fellow- 

errour  I  cherished,  because  it  gave  me  a  greater  Bubjects  ?    Is  a  compulsory  paper  currency  tc 

liking  to  the  country  I  lived  in.    I  was  indeed  be  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  legal  coin  of 

aware,  that  a  jealous,  over-waking  vigilance,  this  kingdom  ?    Is  what  remains  of  the  plun* 

to  guard  the  treasure  of  our  liberty,  not  only  from  dered  stock  of  public  revenue  to  be  employed 

invasion,  but  from  decay  and  corruption,  was  in  the  wild  project  of  maintaining  two  armies 

our  best  wisdom  and  our  first  duty.    However,  to  watch  over  and  to  fight  with  each  other  1    IX 

1  considered  that  treasure  rather  as  a  posses-  these  are  the  ends  and  means  of  the  revolution 

sion  to  be  secured  than  as  a  prize  to  be  con-  society,  I  admit  they  are  well  assorted  ;  and 

tended  for.    I  did  not  discern  how  the  present  France  may  furnish  them  for  both  with  prcce* 

time  came  to  be  so  very  favourable  to  all  eater'  dents  in  point. 

turns  in  the  cause  of  freedom.    The  present  I    see  that  your    example    is  held  out  to 

time  differs  from  any  other  only  by  the  circum-  shame  us.  I  know  that  we  are  supposed  a  dull 

stance  of  what  is  doing  in  France.    If  the  sluggish  race,  rendered  passive  by  finding  our 

cxampl^iof  that  nation  is  to  have  an  influence  situation  tolerable,  and  prevented  by  a  medi* 

on  this,  I  can  easily  conceive  why  some  of  ocrity  of  freedom  from  ever  attaining  to  its  full 

their  proceedings  which  have  an  unf^easant  a»-  perfecti(«.    Your  leaders  in  France  be^an  by 

peel,  and  are  not  quite  reconcileablo  to  huma^  afiecting  to  admire,  ahnost  to  adore,  the  British 

nity,  generosity,  good  faitli,  and  justice,  are  constitution;  but,  as  they  advanced,  tliey  came 

palliated  with  so  much  milky  good-nature  to-  to  look  upon  it  with  a  sovcrci«n  contempt, 

wards  the  actors,  and  borne  with  so  much  h&-  The  fiiends  of  your  national  assembly  among 

roic   fortitude  towards   the  suflTerers.     It  is  us  have  full  as  mean  an  opinion  of  what  was 

certainly  not  prudent  to  discredit  the  authority  formerly  thought  the  glory  of  their  country, 

of  an  example  we  mean  to  fuUow.    But  allow-  The  revolution  society  has  discovered  that  the 

ing  this,  we  are  led  to  a  very  natural  ques-  English  nation  is  not  free.    They  are  convin- 

tion ; — What  is  that  cause  of  liberty,  and  what  ced  that  the  inequality  in  our  reprcseniation  is 

are  those  exertions  in  its  favour,  to  which  the  a  "defect  in  our  constitution  so  gruM  andpaU 

example  of  France  is  so  singularly  auspicious  ?  pable^  as  to  make  it  excellent  chiefly  in  form 

Is  our  monarchy  to  be  annihilated,  witli  all  the  and  theory."*     That  a  representation  in  the 

laws,  all  the  tribunals,  and  all  the  ancient  cor-  legislature  of  a  kingdom  is  not  only  the  basis 

porations  of  the  kingdom?    Is  every  landmark  of  all  constitutional  liberty  in  it,  but  of  "ofl 

of  the  cotmtry  to  be  done  away  in  favour  of  a  legitimate  government;  tliat  without  it  a  gO' 

geometrical  and  arithmetical  constitution?    Is  remment  is  nothing  but  an  usurpation;'^ — ^that 

the  house  of  lords  to  be  voted  useless  ?    Is  epis-  **  when  the  representation  is  partial,  the  king- 

copacy  to  be  abolished  ?    Are  the  church  lainds  dom  possesses  liberty  only  partially ;  and  if 

to  be  sold  to  Jews  and  jobbers';  or  given  to  bribe  extremely  partial,  it  gives  only  a  scmblantXt 

new  invented  municipal  republics  into  a  parti-  and  if  not  only  extremely  partial,  but  corruptly 

cipation  in  sacrilege  ?    Are  all  the  taxes  to  chosen,  it  becomes  a  nuitance."    Dr.  Price 

be  vo!cd  grievances,  and  the  revenue  reduced  considers  this  inadequacy  of  representation  aa 

to  a  patriotic  contribution,  or  patriotic  pre-  our  fundamental  grievance ;  and  though,  as  to 

sents?     Are  silver  shoe-buckles  to  be  substi-  the  corruption  of  this  semblance  of  representa- 

tuted  in  the  place  of  the  land  tax  anu  the  malt  tion,  he  hopes  it  is  not  yet  arrived  to  its  fuU 

tax,  fur  the  support  of  the  naval  strength  of  this  perfection  c^  depravity ;  he  fears  tliat "  nothing 

kingdom?    Are  all  orders,  ranks,  and  distino-  will  be  done  towards  gaining  for  us  this  easen' 

tions  to  be  confounded,  that  out  of  universal  tial  blessing,  until  some  great  abuse  of  power 

anarchy,  joined  to  national  bankruptcy,  three  again  provokes  our  resentment,  or  some  great 

or  four  thousand  democracies  should  be  formed  calamity  again  alarms  cur  fears,  or  perhaps  till 

into  eighty-three,   and  that  tliey  may  all,  by  the  acquisition  of  a  jsriAre  and  equal  rejtresento' 

some  sort  of  unknown  attractive  power,  be  tion  by  other  countries,  whilst  we  are  mocked 

organized  into  one  ?    For  tliis  great  end  is  the  with  the  shadow,  kindles  our  sliame."    To  this 

army  to  be  seduced  from  its  discipline  and  its  he  subjoins  a  note  in  these  words.    "  A  repre- 

fidelity,  first  by  every  kind  of  debauchery,  and  sentation  chosen  chiefly  by  the  treasury,  and 
then  by  the  terrible  precedent  of  a  donative  in 

the  increase  of  pay  ?    Are  the  curates  to  be  ♦  Diecourse  on  the  Love  of  our  Country  3c 

seduoed  from  tlieir  bishops,  by  holding  out  to  adit,  pb  a9« 
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a  feiD  thousand  of  the  drtgi  of  tho  people,  who  made  on  the  revolution.    The  revolution  whid 

are  generally  {mid  for  their  votes."  ii  resorted  to  for  a  title,  on  their  system,  wants 

You  will  smile  here  at  the  consistency  of  a  title  itself.  The  revolution  is  built,  accor- 
those  democralists,  who,  when  they  are  not  on  ding  to  their  theory,  upon  a  basis  not  more 
their  guard,  treat  the  humbler  part  of  the  com-  solid  than  our  present  fonnalities,  as  it  was 
munity  with  the  greatest  contempt,  whilst,  at  made  by  a  house  of  lords  not  representing  any 
the  same  time,  they  pretend  to  make  them  the  one  but  themselves ;  and  by  a  house  of  corn- 
depositories  of  all  power.  It  would  require  a  roons  exactly  such  as  the  present,  that  is,  M 
long  discourse  to  point  out  to  you  the  many  fal-  they  term  it,  by  a  mere  "  shadow  and  mockery" 
lacies  that  lurk  in  the  generality  and  equivocal  of  representation. 

nature  of  the  terms  ^' inadequate  representa-  Something  they  must  destroy,  or  they  seem  to 
tion."  1  shall  only  say  here,  injustice  to  that  themselves  to  exist  for  no  purpose.  One  set  is 
old  fashioned  constitution,  under  which  we  for  destroying  the  civil  power  through  the  ec- 
have  long  prospered,  that  our  representation  clesiastical ;  another  for  demolishing  the  eecle- 
has  been  found  perfectly  adequate  to  all  the  siastic  through  the  civil.  They  are  aware  that 
purposes  for  which  a  representation  of  the  peo-  the  worst  consequences  might  happen  to  the 
pie  can  be  desired  or  devised.  I  defy  the  ene-  public  in  accomplishing  this  double  ruin  of 
mies  of  our  constitution  to  shew  the  contrary,  church  and  state  ;  but  they  are  so  heated  with 
To  detail  the  particulars  in  which  it  is  found  their  theories,  that  they  give  more  than  hints, 
80  well  to  promote  its  ends,  would  demand  a  that  this  ruin,  with  all  the  mischief  that  mujt 
treatise  on  our  practical  constitution.  I  state  lead  to  it  and  attend  it,  and  which  to  themselves 
here  the  doctrine  of  tho  revolutionists,  only  that  appear  quite  certain,  would  not  bo  unacceptable 
you  and  others  may  sec,  what  an  opinion  these  to  them,  or  very  remote  from  their  wishes, 
gentlemen  entertain  of  the  constitution  of  their  A  man  among  them  of  great  authority,  uid 
country,  and  why  they  seem  to  think  that  some  certainly  of  great  talents,  speaking  of  a  sup- 
great  abuse  of  power,  or  some  great  calamity,  posed  alliance  between  church  and  state,  says, 
as  giving  a  chance  for  the  blessings  of  a  con-  "  perhaps  wt  must  wait  for  the  fall  of  the  chHl  " 
stitution  according  to  their  ideas,  would  be  pmoers  before  this  most  unnatural  alliance  be 
much  palliated  to  their  feelings ;  you  see  why  broken.  Calamitous  no  doubt  will  that  time 
they  are  so  much  enamoured  of  your  fiiir  and  be.  But  what  convulsion  in  the  {lolitical  world 
equal  representation,  which  being  once  obtain-  ought  to  be  a  subject  of  lamentation,  if  it  bo 
ed,  the  same  cflects  might  follow.  You  see  attended  with  so  desirable  an  effect  ?"  You 
they  consider  our  house  of  commons  as  only  see  with  what  a  steady  eye  these  gentlemen 
**  a  semblance,"  "  a  form,"  "  a  theory,"  **  a  are  prepared  to  view  the  greatest  calamities 
shadow,"  "  a  mockery,"  perhaps  "  a  nuisance."  which  can  befall  their  country ! 

These  gentlemen  value  themselves  on  being         It  is  no  wonder  therefore,  that  with  these 

systematic ;  and  not  witliout  reason.      They  ideas  of  every  thing  in  their  constitution  and 

must  therefore  look  on  this  gross  and  palpable  government  at  home,  either  in  church  or  state, 

defect  (^representation,  this  fundamental  grie-  as  illegitimate  and  usurj^ed,  or  at  best  as  a 

vance  (so  they  call  it)  as  a  thing  not  only  vain  mockery,  they  look  abroad  with  an  eager 

vicious  in  itself,  but  as  rendering  our  wholo  and  passionate  enthusiasm.    Whilst  they  are 

government  absolutely  UUgitiTnate,  and  not  at  possessed  by  these  notions,  it  is  vain  to  talk 

all  better  than  a  downright  usurpation.    Ano-  to  them  of  the  practice  of  their  ancestors,  tlie 

ther  revolution  to  get  rid  of  this  illegitimate  fundamental  laws  of  their  country,  the  fixed 

and  usuroed  government,  would  of  course  bo  form  of  a  constitution,  whose  merits  are  con 

perfectly  justifiable,  if  not  absolutely  necessary,  firmed  by  the  solid  lest  of  long  experience. 

Indeed  their  principle,  if  you  observe  it  with  and  an  increasing  public  strength  and  national 

any  attention,  goes  much  furtlier  than  to  an  prosperity.     They  despise  experience  as  thr 

alteration  in  tlic  election  of  the  house  of  com-  wisdom  of  unlettered  men ;  and  as  for  the  rest, 

rnons ;  for,  if  popular  representation,  or  choice,  they  have  wrought  under-ground  a  mine  that 

is  necessary  to  the  legitimacy  of  all  govern-  will  blow  up  at  one  grand  explosion  all  exam- 

raont,  the  house  of  lords  is,  at  one  stroke,  has-  pics  of  antiquity,  all  precedents,  charters,  and 

tardized  and  corrtiptcd  in  blood.    That  house  acts  of  parliament.    They  liave  "  the  rights 

is  no  representative  of  the  people  at  all,  even  of  men."     Against  these  there  can  be  no 

in  " semblance  or  in  form."     The  case  of  the  prescription;  against  these  no  argument  it 

crown  is  altogether  as  bad.    In  vain  the  crown  binding:  these  admit  no  temperament,  and 

may  endeavour  to  screen  itself  against  these  no  compromise :  any  thing  withheld  from  theii 

gontlemm  by  the  authority  of  the  establishment  full  c'-'^mand  is  so  mudi  of  fraud  and  iDJuatic 
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Agiiinit  these  their  rights  of  men  let  no  go-  If  civil  society  be  the  of&pring  of  convention 

remnfient  look  for  security  in  the  length  of  its  that  convention  must  be  its  law.    That  oon 

continuance,  or  in  the  justice  and  lenity  of  vention  must  limit  and  modify  all  the  descrip- 

its  administration.    The  objections  of  these  tions  of  constitution  which  are  formed  undet 

■peculatists,   if   its    forms   do   not   quadrate  it.    Eveiy  sort  of  legislature,  judicial,  or  ex> 

wi'ii  their  theories,  are  as  valid  against  such  ecutory  power,  are  its  creatures.    They  can 

an  old  and  beneficent  government  as  against  have  no  being  in  any  other  state  of  things ;  and 

the  most    violent   tyranny,  or   tlte    greenest  how  can  any  man  claim,  under  the  conventions 

usurpation.     They  are  always  at  issue  with  of  civil  society,  rights  which  do  not  so  much  as 

governments,  nut  on  a  question  of  abuse,  but  auppoee  its  existence  ?     Rights  which  ar* 

A  question  of  competency,  and  a  question  of  al»oiuteIy  repugnant  to  it?    One  of  the  first 

title.     I  have  nothing  to  say  to  the  clumsy  motives  to  civil  society,  and  which  becomes 

■ubtilty  of  their  political  metaphysics.    Let  one  of  its  fundamental  niles,  is,  thai  no  jnan 

them  be  their  amusement  in  the  schools.^  should  be  judge  in  his  oum  eaxut.    By  this 

"  Ilia  se  jactat  in  aula — JEoltUy  et  dauto  ven^  each  person  has  at  once  divested  himself  of 

iorum  earccre  regnd." — ^But  let  them  not  break  the  first  flindaroental  right  of  uncovenanted 

prison  to  burst  like  a  Levanter ^  to  sweep  the  man,  that  is,  to  judge  for  himself,  and  to  assert 

earth  wiih  their  hurricane,  and  to  break  up  the  '  his  own  cause.    He  abdicates  all  right  to  be 

(iMmtains  of  the  great  deep  to  overwhelm  us.  his  own  govcrnour.    He  inclusively,  in  a  great 

Far  am  I  from  denying  in  theory ;  full  as  measure  abandons  the  right  of  self-defence, 
fiu"  is  my  heart  from  withholding  in  practice  the  first  law  of  nature.  Men  cannot  enjoy  the 
(if  I  were  of  power  to  give  or  to  withhold)  rights  of  an  uncivil  and  of  a  civil  state  toge> 
tlio  nal  rights  of  men.  In  denying  their  false  thcr.  That  ho  may  obtain  justice,  he  gives 
claims  of  riglit,  I  do  not  mean  to  injure  those  up  his  right  of  determining,  what  it  is  in  points 
which  are  real,/ind  are  such  as  their  pretended  the  most  essential  to  him.  That  he  may  se 
riglits  would  totally  destroy.  If  civil  society  cure  some  liberty,  he  makes  a  surrender  ir 
be  made  for  the  advantage  of  man,  all  the  ad>  trust  of  the  whole  of  it. 
vantages  for  which  it  is  made  become  his  right.  Government  is  not  made  in  virtue  of  natural 
It  is  an  institution  of  beneficence;  and  law  it-  rights,  which  may  and  do  exist  in  total  inde- 
•elf  is  only  beneficence  acting  by  a  rule.  Men  pendence  of  it ;  and  exist  in  much  greater 
have  a  right  to  live  by  that  rule ;  they  have  a  clearness,  and  in  a  much  greater  degree  of 
right  to  do  justice  ;  as  between  their  fellows,  abstract  pcrfecyon:  but  their  abstract  perfec- 
whether  their  fellows  are  in  politic  function  or  tion  is  their  practical  defect.  By  having  a 
in  ordinary  occupation.  They  have  a  right  to  right  to  every  thing  they  want  every  thing, 
the  fruits  of  their  industry ;  and  to  the  meani  Government  is  a  contrivance  of  human  wit- 
of  making  their  industry  fruitful.  They  have  dom  to  provide  for  human  wants.  Men  have 
A  right  to  the  acquisitions  of  their  parents;  to  a  right  iJiat  these  wants  should  be  provided  for 
the  nourishment  and  improvement  of  their  ofl^  by  this  wisdom.  Among  these  wants  i^  to  he 
spring ;  to  instruction  in  life,  and  to  conso-  reckoned  the  want,  out  of  civil  society,  of  a 
lation  in  death.  Whatever  each  man  can  sufficient  restraint  upon  their  passions.  Soci* 
separately  do,  wiUiout  trespassing  upon  others,  ety  requires  not  only  that  the  passions  of  indi* 
he  has  a  ri(;ht  to  do  for  himself;  and  he  has  a  viduals  should  be  subjected,  but  that  even  io 
right  to  a  fair  portion  of  all  which  society,  with  the  mass  and  body  as  well  as  in  the  individuals, 
all  its  combinations  of  skill  and  force,  can  do  in  the  inclinations  of  men  should  firequently  be 
bis  favour.  In  this  partnership  all  men  have  thwarted,  their  will  controuled,  and  their  pas* 
equal  rip^his ;  but  not  to  equal  things.  He  that  sions  brought  into  subjection.  This  can  only 
has  but  five  shillings  in  the  partnership,  has  as  be  done  6y  a  power  out  qf  themsdves;  and  not, 
good  a  right  to  it,  as  he  that  has  five  hundred  in  the  exercise  of  its  function,  subject  to  that 
pounds  has  to  his  larger  proportion.  But  he  will  and  to  those  passions  which  it  is  its  offict 
has  not  a  right  to  an  equal  dividend  in  the  to  bridle  and  subdue.  In  this  sense  the  re- 
product  of  the  joint  stock;  and  as  to  the  share  straints  on  men  as  well  as  their  liberties,  are 
of  power,  authority,  and  direction  which  each  to  be  reckoned  among  their  riglits.  But  as 
individual  ought  to  have  in  the  management  of  the  liberties  and  the  restrictions  vary  with 
the  state,  that  I  must  deny  to  be  among  the  times  and  circumstances,  and  admit  of  infinite 
direct  original  rights  of  man  in  civil  society ;  modifications,  they  cannot  be  settled  upon  any 
for  I  have  in  my  contemplation  the  civil  social  abstract  rule ;  and  nothing  is  so  foolish  as  tn 
man,  and  no  otner.  It  is  a  thing  to  be  settled  discuss  them  upon  that  principle. 
Vf  eoovention.  The  moment  you  abate  any  thing  firom  th« 
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fiill  rights  of  men,  etch  to  gorera  himBolf,  and  dona,  that  it  becomos  absurd  to  talk  of  theni 

sufier  any  artificial  positive  limitation  upon  as  if  they  continued  in  the  simplicity  of  their 

those  rights,  from  that  moment  the  whole  ofw  original  direction.    The  nature  of  man  is  in- 

ganization  of  government  becomes  a  conside-  tricate;  the  objects  of  society  are  of  the  greatest 

ration  of  convenience.    This  it  is  which  makes  possible  complexi^:  and  therelbre  no  simple 

the  constitution  of  a  state,  and  the  due  distri-  disposition  or  direction  of  power  can  be  vnitidjle 

bution  of  its  powers,  a  matter  of  the  most  either  to  man's  nature,  or  to  the  quality  of  his 

driicate  and  complicated  skill.    It  requires  a  affairs.    When  I  hear  the  simplicity  of  ooo* 

deep  knowledge  of  human  nature  and  human  trivance  aimed  at  and  boasted  of  in  any  nen 

necessities,  and  of  the  tilings  which  facilitate  political  constitutions,  I  am  at  no  loss  lo  decide 

or  obstruct  the  various  ends  which  are  to  be  that  tho  artificers  are  groady  ignorant  of  theii 

pursued  by  the  mechanism  d* civil  institutions,  trade,  or  totally  negligent  of  their  duty.    The 

The  state  is  to  have  recruits  to  its  strength,  simple  governments   are   fundamenully  de> 

and  remedies  to  its  distempers.    What  is  the  fective,  to  say  no  worse  of  them.    If  you  wen 

use  of  discussing  a  man^s  abstract  right  to  food  to  contemplate  society  in  but  one  pomt  of 

or  medicine?     Tho    question  is  upon   the  view,  all  these  simple  modes  of  polity  an 

method  of  procuring  and  administering  them,  infinitely  captivating.    In  effect  eadi  would 

In  that  deliberation  I  shall  always  advise  to  answer  its  single  end  much  more  perfectly 

call  in  the  aid  of  the  farmer  and  the  phy-  than  the  more  complex  is  able  to  attain  all  its 

sician,  rather  than  the  professor  of  metaphy-  complex  purposes.    But  it  is  better  that  the 

sics.  whole  should  be  imperfectly  and  anomakxisij 

The  science  of  constructing  a  common-  answered,  than  that,  while  some  parts  ars 

wealth,  or  renovating  it,  or  reforming  it,  is,  like  provided  for  with  great  exactness,  others  might 

every  other  experimental  science,  not  to  be  be  tot^ly  neglecLni,  or  perhaps  materially  nh 

taught  il  priori.    Nor  is  it  a  short  experience  jured,  by  the  over-care  of  a  fayourite  member, 
that  can  instruct  us  in  that  practical  science;        The  pretended  rights  of  th^  theorists  are 

because  the  real  effects  of  moral  causes  are  all  extremes;  and  in. proportion  as  they  ars 

not  always  immediate ;  but  that  which  in  the  metaphysically  true,  they  are  morally  and  po- 

first  instance  is  prejudicial  may  be  excellent  in  litically  false.    The  rights  of  men  are  in  a 

its  remoter  operation ;  and  its  excellence  may  sort  of  middUj  incapable  of  definition,  but  not 

arise  even  from  the  ill  effects  it  produces  in  impossible  to  be  discerned.     The  rights  of 

the  beginning.     The  roversf  also  happens;  men  in  governments  are  (heir  advantages;  and 

and  very  plausible  schemes,  with  very  pleasing  these  are  often  in  balances  between  differences 

commencements,  have  oAen  shameful  and  la*  of  good ;  in  compromises  sometimes  between 

mentable  conclusions.      In  states  there  are  good  and  evil,  and  sometimes  between  evil  and 

often  some  obscure  and  almost  latent  causes,  eviL  Political  reason  is  a  computing  principle; 

things  which  appear  at  first  riew  of  little  mo-  adding,  substracting,  multiplying,  and  dividiag, 

ment,  on  which  a  very  great  part  of  its  pro»>  morally  and  not  met^ihysically  or  mathemati 

perity  or  adversity  may  most  essentially  de-  cally,  true  moral  denominations, 
pend.     The   science   of   government   being        By  these  theorists  the  right  of  the  people  if 

therefore  so  practical  in  itself,  and  intended  for  almost  always  sopliistically  confounded  with 

such  practical  purposes,  a  matter  which  re-  their  power.    The  body  of  the  communis, 

quires  experience,  and  even  more  experience  whenever  it  can  come  to  act,  can  moot  with 

than  any  person  can  gain  in  his  ^riiole  life,  no  effectual  resistance;   but  till  power  and 

however  sagacious  and  observing  he  may  be,  right  are  the  same,  the  whole  body  of  hen 

it  is  with  infinite  caution  that  any  roan  ought  luis  no  right  inconsistent  with  virtue,  and  ths 

to  venture  upon  pulling  down  an  edifice,  which  first  of  all  virtues,  prudence.     Men  have  no 

has  answered  in  any  tolerable  degree  for  ages  right  to  what  is  not  reasonable,  and  to  what  m 

the  common  purposes  of  society,  or  on  buil-  not  for  their  benefit ;  for  though  a  pleasant 

ding  it  up  again,  without  having  models  and  writer  said,  Uceati  pairt  podUy  when  one  of 

patterns  of  approved  utility  before  his  eyes.  them,  in  cold  blood,  is  said  to  have  leaped  into 

These  roetaphysic  rights  entering  mto  eon>-  the  fiames  of  a  volcanic  revolution,  ArdeiMm 

mon  life,  like  rays  of  light  which  pierce  into  a  JrigiduM  JEtnam  imiluU,  I  consider  such  I 

dense  medium,  are,  by  the  laws  of  nature,  re-  frolic  rather  as  an  unjustifiable  poetic  licence^ 

fracied  firom  their  straight  line.    Indeed  in  the  than  as  009  of  the  franchises  of  Pamassui^ 

gross  and  complicated  mass  of  human  passions  and  whether  he  were  poet  or  divine,  or  polity 

and  ooooems,  the  primitive  rights  of  men  un-  cian,  that  chose  to  exercise  this  kind  of  ri^ 

iiKfp  ndi  m  variety  of  refractions  and  refleo-  I  think  that  more  wise,  because  mora  chw*' 
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table  thoti^ts  would  urge  me  rather  to  save  or  both,  constantly  in  their  view.    When  that 

the  roan,  than  to  preserve  his  brazen  slippers  is  the  case,  they  are  always  bad  citizens,  and 

as  the  monuments  of  his  ibily.  perfectly  unsure  connections.    For,  consid»- 

The  kind  of  anniversary  sermons  to  which  ring  their  speculative  designs  as  of  infinit* 

a  great  part  of  what  I  write  refers,  if  men  are  value,  and  the  actual  arrangement  of  the  state 

not  shamed  out  of  their  present  course,  in  coiih  as  of  no  estimation,  they  are  at  best  indifferent 

meniorating  the  fact,  will  cheat  many  out  of  about  it.    They  see  no  merit  in  the  good,  and 

the  principles,  and  deprive  them  of  the  bene-  no  fault  in  the  vicious  management  of  public 

fits  of  the  revolution  they  commemorate.     I  affairs;  they  rather  rejoice  in  the  latter,  as 

confess  to  you,  Sir,  I  never  liked  this  continual  more  propitious  to  revolution.    They  see  no 

talk  of  resistance  and  resolution,  or  the  prao-  merit  or  demerit  in  any  man,  or  any  action, 

tice  of  making  the  extreme  medicine  of  th«  or  any  political  princi|4e,  any  further  than  as 

constitution  its  daily  bread.    It  renders   the  they  may  forward  or  retard  thei;-  design  of 

habit  of  society  dangerously  valetudinu-y :  iX  change :  they  therefore  take  up,  one  day,  the 

is  taking  periodical  doses  of  meraxry  subli-  most  violent  and  stretched   prerogative,  and 

mate,  and  swallowing  down  repeated  provoca-  another  time  the  wildest  democratic  ideas  of 

tives  of  cantharidcs  to  our  love  of  liberty.  freedom,  and  pass  from  the  one  to  the  other 

This  distemper  of  remedy,  grown  habitual,  without  any  sort  of  regard  to  cause,  to  person, 

relaxes  and  Wears  out,  by  a  vulgar  and  pros-  or  to  party. 

tituted  use,  the  spring  of  that  spirit  which  is  In  France  you  are  now  in  the  crisis  of  a 
to  be  exerted  on  great  occasions.  It  was  in  revolution,  and  in  the  transit  from  one  form  of 
the  most  patient  period  of  Roman  servitude  government  to  another — ^you  cannot  see  that 
that  themes  of  tjrrannicide  mode  the  ordinary  character  of  men  exactly  in  the  same  situation 
exercise  of  boys  at  school — cum  perimit  saves  in  which  we  see  it  in  this  country.  With  us 
elassis  nwnero$a  fyrannot.  In  the  ordinaiy  it  is  militant ;  with  you  it  is  triumphant ;  and 
state  of  things,  it  produces  in  a  country  like  you  know  how  it  can  act  when  its  power  is 
ours  the  worst  effects,  even  on  the  cause  of  commensurate  to  its  will.  I  would  not  be  sup- 
that  liberty  which  it  abuses  with  the  dissolute-  posed  to  confine  those  observations  to  any  do- 
ness  of  an  extra\'ftgant  speculation.  Almost  scription  of  men,  or  to  comprehend  all  men 
all  the  high-bred  republicans  of  my  time  have,  of  any  description  witliin  them — No !  far  from 
aflcr  a  short  space,  become  the  most  decided,  it.  I  am  as  incapable  of  that  injustice,  as  lam 
thorough-paced  courtiers;  they  soon  lell  the  of  keeping  terms  with  those  who  profess  prin- 
business  of  a  tedious,  moderate,  but  practical  ciples  of  extremes ;  and  who,  under  the  name 
resistance,  to  those  of  us  whom,  in  the  pride  (^  religion,  teach  little  else  than  wiki  and  dan- 
and  intoxication  of  their  theories,  they  have  gerous  politics.  The  worst  of  these  politics 
slighted  as  not  much  better  than  tories.  Hy-  of  revolution  is  this:  they  temper  and  harden 
pocrisy,  of  course,  delights  in  the  most  sublime  the  breast,  in  order  to  prepare  it  for  the  despe- 
speculations ;  for,  never  intending  to  go  beyond  rate  strokes  which  are  sometimes  used  in 
speculation,  It  costs  nothing  to  have  it  magni-  extreme  occasions.  But  as  these  occasions 
ficent.  But  even  in  cases  where  rather  levi^  may  never  arrive,  the  mind  receives  a  gratu- 
than  fraud  was  to  be  suspected  in  these  ran-  itous  taint ;  and  the  moral  sentiments  suffer 
ting  speculations,  the  issue  has  been  much  the  not  a  little,  when  no  political  purpose  is  served 
same.  These  professors,  finding  their  extreme  by  the  depravation.  This  sort  of  people  are 
principles  not  applicable  to  cases  which  call  so  taken  up  with  their  theories  about  the  rights 
only  for  a  qualified,  or,  as  I  may  say,  civil,  and  of  man,  that  they  have  totally  forgot  his  na- 
legal  resistance,  in  such  cases  employ  no  r»-  ture.  Without  opening  one  new  avenue  tc 
sistance  at  all.  It  is  with  them  a  war  or  a  the  understanding,  they  have  succeeded  in 
revolution,  or  it  is  nothing.  Finding  their  stopping  up  those  that  lead  to  the  heart.  They 
schemes  of  politics  not  adapted  to  the  state  of  have  perverted  in  themselves,  and  in  those  that 
tne  world  in  which  they  live,  they  oAen  come  attend  to  tlicm,  all  the  weltplaced  sympathies 
to  think  lightly  of  all  public  principle ;  and  are  of  the  human  breast. 

ready,  on  their  part,  to  abandon  for  a  very  This  fiimoua  sermon  of  the  Old   Jewry 

trivial  inter<»t  what  they  find  of  very  trivial  breathes  nothing  but  this  spirit  through  all  the 

value.    Some  indeed  are  of  more  steady  and  political  part.    Plots,  massacres,  assassin*- 

persevering  natures ;  but  these  are  eager  poll-  tions,  seem  to  some  pec^le  a  trivia  price  for 

tieians  out  of  parliament,  who  have  little  to  obtaining  a  revolution.    A  cheap,  bloodless 

tempt  them  to  abandon  their  favourite  projects,  reformation,  a  guiltless  liberty,  appear  flnt  and 

They  have  some  change  in  the  church  or  state,  vapid  to  their  taste.    Tbere  must  be  a  great 
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change  of  8(;eoe ;  there  roust  be  a  magnificent  ten,  concluding  a  long  prajcr  at  the  roja. 

4tage  cfibct;  thore  must  be  a  grand  spectacle  chapel  at  Whitehall,  (hehadrerytriumphanth 

to  rouse  the  imagination,  grown  torpid  vfith  chosen  his  place,)  said,  *<  I  have  prayed  and 

the  laxy  enjoyment  of  sixty  years  security,  and  preached  these  twenty  years ;  and  now  I  may 

the  still  unanimating  repose  of  public  prospe-  say  with  old  Simeon,  Ijordy  now  letted  thou 

rity.    The   preacher  found  them  all    in  the  thy  aervant  depart  in  peace f  for  mine  ^ea  have 

French  revolution.    This  inspires  a  juvenile  eeen  thy  eaivciion"*    Peters  had  not  the  fruits 

warmtli  through  his  whole  frame.    His  cnthu-  of  his  prayer;  for  he  neither  departed  so  soon 

siasm  kindles  as  he  advances;  and  when  he  as  he  wished,  nor  in  peace.    He  became  (whai 

arrives  at  his  peroration,  it  is  in  a  full  blaze.  I  heartily  hope  none  of  his  followers  may  be 

Then  viewing,  from  ihe  Pisgah  of  his  pulpit,  in  this  country)  himself  a  sacrifice  to  the  tri* 

the  free,  moral,  ^^ppy)  flourishing,  and  glo-  umph  which  he  led  as  pontiff.    They  dealt  al 

rious  state  of  France,  as  in  a  bird-eye  land-  the  restoration,  perhaps,  too  hardly  with  thL 

scape  of  a  promised  land,  he  breaks  out  into  poor  good  man.    But  we  owe  it  to  his  memory 

the  following  rapture :  and  his  sufferings,  that  he  had  as  much  illu 

"  What  an  eventful  period  is  this !    I  am  mination,  and  as  much  zeal,  and  had  as  efiec- 

thankful  that  I  have  lived  to  it ;  I  could  almost  tually  undermined  all  the  superatitioH  and  errmtr 

say,  Tjordf  now  letteet  thou  thy  eervant  depart  in  which  might  impede  the  great  business  he  was 

pence f  for  mine  eyes  have  $ecn  thy  salvation.^'  engaged  in,  as  any  who  follow  and  repeat  after 

I  have  lived  to  see  a  diffiieion  of  knowledge,  him,  in  this  age,  which  would  assume  to  itself 

which  has  undermined  superstition  and  crrour.  an  exclusive  title  to  the  Knowledge  of  the  rights 

— I  have  lived  to  see  the  rights  of  men  better  of  men.  and  all  the  glorious  coiwequences  of 

understood  than  ever ;  and  nations  panting  for  that  knovtiedge. 

liberty  which  seemed  to  have  lost  the  idea  of         After  this  sally  of  the  preacher  of  the  OU 

it. — I  have  lived  to  see  thirty  milUone  of  people  f  Jewry,  which  differs  only  in  place  and  time, 

indignant  and  resolute,  spuming  at  slik very ,  and  but  agrees  perfectly  with  the  spirit  and  letter 

demanding  liberty  with  on  irresistible  voice,  of  the  rapture  of  1648,  the  revolution  society, 

Tlteir  king  led  in  triumph,  and  an  arbitrary  the  fabricators  of  governments,  the  heroic  band 

monarch  nurendering  himtelf  ^  ^  »uhjeet$J**  ofcos^erert  of  fnonorc^,  electors  of  sovereigns, 

3efore  I  proceed  further,  I  have  to  remark,  and  leaders  of  kings  in  triumf^,  strutting  with 
I  hat  Dr.  Price  seems  rather  to  overvalue  the  a   proud  consciousness  of  the   diffusion  of 
great  acquisitions  of  light  which  ho  has  ob-  knowledge,  of  which  every  member  had  ot^ 
tained  and  diffused  in  this  age.    The  last  cen-  tained  so  large  a  share  in  the  donative,  were 
tury  appears  to  me  to  have  been  quite  as  much  in  haste  to  make  a  generous  diffusion  of  tbe 
enlightened.    It   had,  though   in  a  different  knowledge  they  had  tlius  gratuitously  received, 
place,  a  triumph  as  memorable  as  that  of  Dr.  To  make  this  bountiful  communicatioo,  tbey 
Price ;  and  some  of  the  great  preachers  of  tJiat  adjourned  from  the  church  in  the  Okl  Jewry, 
period  partook  of  it  as  eagerly  as  he  has  done  to  the  London  Tavern;  where  the  same  l>. 
in  the  triumph  of  Franco.    On  the  trial  of  the  Price,  in  whom  the  fumes  of  his   oracular 
Rev.  Hugh  Peters  for  high  treason,  it  was  tripod  were  not  entirely  evaporated,  moved 
deposed,  that  when  King  Charles  was  brought  and  carried  the  resolution,  or  address  of  coo- 
to  Lcmdon  for  his  trial,  Uie  Apostle  of  Liberty  gratulation,  transmitted  by  Lord  Stanhope  to 
in  that  day  conducted  the  triumph.    "  1  saw,"  the  national  assembly  of  Franco, 
says  the  witness,  <'  his  majesty  in  the  coach        I  find  a  preacher  of  the  gospel  profimin|^ 
with  six  horses,  and  Peters  riding  before  the  the  beautiful  and  prophetic  ejaculation,  coid- 
king  triumpHng. '    Dr.  Price,  when  he  talks  monly  called  *'  mmc  dimiaia^  made  on  di» 
as  ff  he  had  made  a  discovery,  only  follows  a  first  presentation  of  our  Saviour  in  the  teaiple« 
precedent ;  for,  af\er  the  commencement  of  tho  and  applying  it,  with  an  inhuman  and  unna— 
king's  trial,  this  precursor,  the  same  Dr.  Pe-  tural  rapture  to  the  most  horrid,  atrocioui,  %jA 

afflicting  spectacle  that  perhaps  ever  was  ex« 

*  Another  of  these  reverend  senilemcn,  who  hibited  to  the  pity  and  indignation  of  mankind, 

was  witness  to  some  of  the  spectacles  which  This  *'  leading  in  trtwnpkf*  a  thing  in  its 

Paris  has  lately  whibiied.  .«Prc8s?8  himself  ^est  form  unmanly  and  irreligious,  which  filb 
thus: — **Mktng  dragged  tn  eubmieeive  trt-  .         .^.  "^     .       v  .1         .        «-. — 

umph  by  hie  conquering  eubjecte  is  one  of  those  <>"'  preacher  with  such  unhallowed  transports, 

appearances ofgrandeur which oeldom rise inihe  must  shodc,  I  believe,   the  moral   taste  of 

prospect  of  human  affairs,  and  which,  during  the  every  wcU-bom  mind.    Several  English 
remainder  of  my  life,  I  shall  tUink  of^  with  won-  ^  ^ 

der  and  gratification."    These  gentlemen  agree  ^ 

marvellously  in  their  feelings.  *  State  Trials,  vol.  il.  p.  a90,a6t. 
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be  ttupUif^d  and  indicant  t^ectAtors  of  that  whom  Cataline  would  bo  thought  scrupulous^ 

rtumph.      It    was    (unless    wo  have    been  and^Cethegus  a  man  of  sobriety  and  modera> 

ta'angely  deceived)  a  spectacle  more  resem-  tion.     Nor  is  it   in  these  clubs  alone   that 

ling  a  procession  of  American  savages,  en-  public  measures  are  deformed  into  monsters. 

Bring  into  Onondaga,  after  some  of   their  They  imdergo  a  previous  distortion  in  acade- 

mrders  called  victories,  and  leading  into  ho«  mies,   intended   as  so  many   seminaries  Cor 

els  hung  round  with  scalps,  their  captives  these  clubs,  which  are  set  up  in  all  the  places 

irorpowcrcd  with  the  scoffs   and  buffets  of  of  public  resort.     In  these  meetings  of  all 

romen   as    ferocious    as   themselves,   much  sorts,  every  counsel,  in  proportion  as   it   is 

lore  than  it  resembled  the  triumphal    pomp  daring,  and  violent,  and  perifidious,  is  taken 

fa  civilized  martial  nation  ; — if  a  civilized  fi>r  the  mark  of  superiour  genius.    Humanity 

•tion,  or  any  men  who  had  a  sense  of  gene-  and  compassion  are  ridiculed  as  the  fruits  of 

Miity,  were  capable  of  a  personal  triumph  superstition  and  ignorance.      Tenderness   to 

Tcr  the  fallen  and  afflicted.  individuals  is  considered  as  treason    to  the 

This,  my  dear  Sir,  was  not  the  triumph  of  public.     Liberty  is  always  to  be  estimated 

France.     1  must  believe  that,  as  a  nation,  it  perfect    as    property  is  rendered    insecure, 

verwholmod  you  with  shame  and  horrour.  Amid  assassination,  massacre,    and    confis 

must  believe  that  the  national  assembly  find  cation,   perpetrated  or  meditated,    they    are 

lemselves  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  humilia-  forming  plans  for  the   good    order  of  future 

ion  in  not  being  able  to  punish  the  authors  society.    Embracing  in  their  arms  the  car^ 

f  this  triumph,  or  the  actors  in  it :  and  that  cases  of  base  criminals,  and  promoting  their 

ley  are  in  a  situation  in  which  any  inquiry  relations  on  the  title  of  their  offences,  they 

ley  may  make  upon  the  subject,  must  be  des-  drive  hundreds  of  virtuous  persons  to  the  same 

ituto  even  of  the  appearance  of  liberty  or  im-  end,  by  forcing  them  to  subsist  by  beggary  or 

artialiry.    The  apology  of  that  assembly  is  by  crime. 

Nind in  tlieir  situation;  out  when  we  approve  The  assembly,   tlieir  organ,    acts    before 

rhat  ihey  must  bear,  it  is  in  us  the  degenerate  them  the  farce  of  deliberation  with   as  litde 

hoice  of  a  vitiated  mind.  decency  as  liberty.    They  act  like  the  come- 

\yith  a  compelled  appearance  of  dclibera-  dians  of  a  fair  before  a  riotous  audience ;  they 
ion,  they  vote  under  the  dominion  of  a  stem  act  amid  the  tumultuous  cries  of  a  mixed 
ecessity.  They  fit  in  the  heart,  as  it  were,  mob  of  ferocious  men.  anil  of  women  lost  to 
f  A  foreign  republic:  they  have  their  rosi-  shame,  who,  according  to  their  insolent  fan- 
mace  in  a  city  who.se  constitution  has  ema-  cios,  direct,  coatroul,  applaud,  explode  them , 
ated  neither  from  the  charter  of  their  king  and  sometimes  mix  and  take  their  seats  among 
or  from  their  legislative  power.  There  they  them ;  domineering  over  them  with  a  strange 
re  surrounded  by  an  army  not  raised  either  mixture  of  servile  petulance  and  proud  pre- 
f  the  authority  of  their  crown,  or  by  their  sumptuous  authority.  As  they  have  inverted 
ommand ;  and  which,  if  they  shoukl  order  to  order  in  all  things,  the  gallery  is  in  the  place 
iwolve  itself,  woukl  instantly  dissolve  them,  of  the  house.  This  assembly,  which  over- 
liere  they  sit,  after  a  gang  of  assassins  had  throws  kings  and  kingdoms,  has  not  even  the 
riven  away  some  hundreds  of  the  members ;  physic^nomy  and  aspect  of  a  grave  legislative 
Ulst  those  who  held  tlie  same  moderate  body — nee  color  impaiif  nee  front  treu  tiUa 
rinciples,  with  more  patience  or  better  hope,  senaba.  They  have  a  power  given  to  them, 
3iltinu<!^  every  day  exposed  to  outrageous  like  that  of  the  evil  principle,  to  subvert  and 
Milts  and  murderous  threats.  There  a  ma-  destroy  ;  but  none  to  construct,  except  such 
arity,  sometimes  real,  sometimes  pretended,  machines  as  may  be  fitted  for  further  subver- 
iptive  itself,  compels  a  captive  king  to  iswe  sion  and  further  destruction. 
I  royal  edicts,  at  third  hand,  the  polluted  Who  is  it  that  admires,  and  from  the  heart 
snsense  of  their  most  licentious-  and  giddy  is  attached  to  national  representative  assem- 
jflTee-houses.  It  is  notorious,  tliat  all  their  blies,  but  must  turn  with  horrour  and  disgust 
leftsurcs  are  decided  before  they  are  debated,  from  such  a  profkne  burlesque,  and  abomi- 
:  is  beyond  doubt,  that  under  the  terrour  of  nable  perversion  of  that  sacred  institute  ? 
m  bayonet,  and  the  lamp-post,  and  the  torch  Lo?en  of  monarchy,  lovers  of  republics,  mutt 
»  tiieir  houses,  they  are  obliged  to  adopt  all  alike  abhor  it.  The  members  of  your  assembly 
to  crude  and  desperate  measures  suggested  moet  themselves  groan  under  the  tyranny  of 
f  clubs  composed  of  a  monstrous  medley  of  which  thej  have  all  the  shame,  none  oTths 
Q  conditions,  tonguM,  and  nations.  Among  direction,  and  little  of  the  profit.  lam  sure 
lete  are  found  persons,  io  comparisoii  of  nnuiy  of  the  members  who  compose  even  the 
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HHtjority  of  that  body  must  feel  as  I  do,  not-  tonally  suffered.  It  is  a  topic  of  connlatioa 
withstanding  the  applauses  of  the  rerolutioo  which  our  ordinary  of  Newgate  would  be  too 
society.  Miserable  king!  miserable  assero-  humane  to  use  to  a  criminal  at  the  fixrt  of  the 
Uy  !  How  must  that  assembly  be  silently  scan-  gallows.  I  should  hare  thought  that  the  hang* 
dalized  with  those  of  their  members,  who  man  of  Paris,  now  that  he  is  liberalized  by  the 
eould  call  a  day  wlucb  seemed  to  blot  the  sun  vote  of  the  national  assembly,  and  is  allowed 
out  of  heaven,  "un  beau  Jour  P**  How  must  bis  rank  and  arms  in  the  herald's  college  of 
they  be  inwardly  indignant  at  hearing  others,  the  rights  of  men,  would  be  too  generous,  too 
mho  thought  fit  to  declare  to  them,  "  that  the  gallant  a  man,  too  full  of  the  sense  of  hia  new 
▼essel  of  the  state  would  fly  forward  in  her  dignity,  to  employ  that  cutting  cooaolation  to 
oourse  towards  regeneration  with  more  speed  any  of  the  persons  whom  the  kze  naium  might 
Ulan  ever,"  from  the  stiff  gale  of  treason  and  bring  under  the  administraticMi  of  his  aeaaUoM 
murder,  which  preceded  our  preacher's  tri-     power. 

umph !  What  must  they  have  felt,  whilst,  with  A  man  is  fallen  indeed,  when  ho  is  thm 
outward  patience  and  inward  indignation,  they  flattered.  The  anodyne  draught  of  oblivion, 
heard  of  the  slaughter  of  innocent  gentlemen  thus  drugged,  is  well  calculated  to  preserve  a 
in  their  houses,  that "  the  blood  spilled  was  galling  wakefulness,  and  to  feed  the  living 
not  the  most  pure  ?'*  What  must  they  have     ulcer  of  a  corroding  memory.    Thus  to  admi- 

felt,  when  they  were  besieged  by  complaints  nisler  the  opiate  potion  of  amnesty,  powdered 
of  disorders  which  shook  their  country  to  its  with  all  the  ingredients  of  scorn  and  contempt, 
foundations,  at  being  compelled  coolly  to  tell     is  to  hold  to  his  lips,  instead  of  "  the  balm  of 

the  complainants,  that  they  were  under  the  pro-  hurt  minds,"  the  cup  of  human  misery  full  to 

tection  of  the  law,  and  that  they  would  address  the  brim,  and  to  force  him  to  drink  it  to  the 

the  king  (the  captive  king)  to  cMoae  the  laws  dregs. 

to  be  enforced  for  their  protection ;  when  the         Yielding  to  reasons,  at  least  as  forcible  u 

enslaved  ministers  of  that  captive  king  had  those  which  were  so  delicately  urged  in  the 

Ibrmally  notified  to   them,  that    there  were  compliment  on  the  now  year,  the  king  of  Franco 

neither  law,  nor  authority,  nor  power  led  to  will  probably  endeavour  to  forget  these  eventi 

protect  ?    What  must  they  have  felt  at  being  and  that  compliment    But  History,  who  keeps 

obliged,  as  a  felicitation  on  the  present  new  a  durable  record  of  all  our  acts,  ojid  exercises 

year,  to  request  their  captive  king  to  forget  the  her  awful  censure  over  the  proceedings  of  all 

■tormy  period  of  the  last,  on  account  of  the  sorts  of  sovereigns,  will  not  forget  either  those 

great  good  which  he  was  likely  to  produce  to  events,  or  the  sera  of  this  liberal  refinement  in 

hia  people ;    to  the  complete  attainment   of  the  intercourse  of  mankind.    History  will  r^ 

which  good  they  adjourned  the  practical  de-  cord,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  ^  of  October, 

monstrations  of  their  loyalty,  assuring  him  of  1789,  the  king  and  queen  of  France,  after  a 

their  obedience,  when  he  should  no  longer  pos-  day  of  codfusion,  alarm,  dismay,  and  slaogh- 

•008  any  authority  to  command  ?  ter,  lay  down,  under  the  pledged  security  of 

This  address  was  made  with  much  good-  public  faith,  to  indulge  nature  in  a  few  hours  of 

nature  and  affection,  to  be  sure.    But  among  respite,  and  troubled  melancholy  repoae.  From 

iho  revolutions  in  France  must  be  reckoned  a  this  sleep  the  queen  was  first  startled  by  the 

OQRsiderable  revolution  in  their  ideas  of  polite-  voice  of  the  oentinel  at  her  door,  who  cried 

OOBS.    In  England  we  are  said  to  learn  man-  oat  to  her,  to  save  herself  by  fligfal — Uiat  this 

ners  at  second-hand  fj?om  your  side  of  the  water,  was  the  last  proof  of  fidelity  he  could  giT»— 

and  that  we  dress  our  behariour  in  the  frip-  that  they  were  upon  him,  and  ho  was  dead, 

pery  of  France.    If  so,  we  are  still  in  the  old  Instantly  he  was  cut  down.    A  band  of  cnid 

cot ;  and  have  not  so  far  conformed  to  the  new  ruffians  and  assassins,  reeking  with  hia  biood, 

Farisian  mode  of  good-breeding,  as  to  think  it  rushed  into  the  chamber  of  the  queen,  and 

quite  in  the  most  refiAed  strain  of  delicate  pierced  with  a  hundred  atrokes  of  bayonets 

eompliment  (whether  in  condolence  or  congra-  and  poniards  the  bed,  from  whence  this 

tnlation)  to  say,  to  the  most  humiliated  crea-  cuted  woman  had  but  just  time  to  fly 

lure  that  crawls  upon  the  earth,  that  great  naked,  and  through  ways  unknown  to  the 

public  benefits  are  derived  from  the  murder  of  derers  had  escaped  to  aeek  refuge  at  the  feet 

ms  servants,  the  attempted  assassination  of  of  a  king  and  husband,  not  secure  of  hia  om 

hUmelf  and  of  his  wife,  and  the  mortification,  life  for  a  moment. 

dligrace,  and  degradation,  that  ho  has  per^        This  king,  to  say  no  more  of  him,  and  thk 

queen,  and  their  'vobxA  chikiren  (who  ooos 

•  6th  of  October,  1789.  wooU  iMre  been  the  pride  and  hope  of  a 
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•Dd  ffeDerous  people)  were  then  forced  to  itance  of  the  lo  Pean  of  the  triumph,  the  ani- 
Abandon  the  sanctuary  of  the  moct  splendid  mating  cry  which  called  *'for  all  the  BI« 
palace  ia  *he  world,  which  they  left  swimming  SHOPS  to  be  hanged  on  the  lamp-poets,"^ 
in  blood,  polluted  by  massacre,  and  strewed  might  well  have  brought  forth  a  burst  of  en- 
with  scattered  limbs  and  mutilated  carcases,  tlmsiasm  on  the  foreseen  consequences  of  this 
Thence  they  were  conducted  into  the  capital  happy  day.  I  allow  to  so  much  enthusiasm 
of  their  kingdom.  Two  had  been  selected  some  little  deviation  fix>m  prudence.  I  allow 
from  the  unprovoked,  unresisted,  promiscuous  this  prophet  to  break  forth  into  hymns  of  joy 
■laughter,  which  was  made  of  the  gentlemen  and  thanksgiving  on  an  event  which  appears 
of  birth  and  family  who  composed  the  king's  like  the  precursor  of  the  Millennium,  sind  the 
body  guard.  These  two  gentlemen,  with  all  projected  fifth  monarchy,  m  the  destruction  of 
the  parade  of  an  execution  of  justice,  were  all  church  establishments.  There  was,  bow- 
cruelly  and  publicly  4ragged  to  the  block,  and  ever,  (as  in  all  human  affairs  there  is)  in  the 
beheaided  in  the  great  court  of  the  palace,  nidst  of  this  joy  something  to  exercise  the 
Their  heads  were  stuck  upon  spears,  and  led  patience  of  these  worthy  gentlemen,  and  to  try 
dM  procession ;  whilst  the  royal  captives  who  the  long  suffering  of  their  faith.  The  actual 
followed  in  the  train  were  slowly  moved  along,  murder  of  the  king  and  queen,  and  their  child, 
amid  the  horrid  yells,  and  shnlling  screams,  was  wanting  to  the  other  auspicious  circum- 
and  frantic  dances,  and  infamous  contumelies,  stances  of  this  "  beaut^  day."  The  actual 
and  all  the  unutterable  abominations  of  the  murder  of  the  bishops,  though  called  for  by  so 
furies  of  hell,  in  the  abused  shape  of  the  rilest  many  holy  ejacinations,  was  also  wanting.  A 
of  women.  After  they  had  been  made  to  taste,  group  of  regicide  and  sacrilegious  slaughter, 
drop  by  drop,  more  than  the  bitterness  of  death,  was  indeed  boldly  sketched,  but  it  was  only 
in  the  slow  torture  of  a  journey  of  twelve  miles,  sketched.  It  unhappily  was  lefl  unfinished,  ip 
protracted  to  six  hours,  they  were,  under  a  this  great  history-piece  of  the  massacre  of  ip 
guard,  composed  of  those  very  soldiers  who  nocents.  YThat  hardy  pencil  of  a  great  maa> 
had  thus  conducted  them  through  this  famous  ter,  from  the  school  of  the  rights  of  men,  will 
triumph,  lodged  in  one  of  the  old  palaces  of  finish  it,  is  to  be  seen  hereafter.  The  age  has 
Paris,  now  converted  into  a  Hostile  for  kings,  not  yet  the  complete  benefit  of  that  difiu- 
Is  this  a  triumph  to  be  consecrated  at  altars  ?  sion  of  knowledge  that  has  undermined  super- 
to  be  commemorated  with  grateful  thanksgi-  ttition  and  errour;  and  the  king  of  France 
ring  ?  to  be  offered  to  the  dirine  humanity  with  wants  another  object  or  two,  to  consign  to  obli- 
fenrent  prayer  and  enthusiastic  ejaculation  ?-*  vion,  in  consideration  of  all  the  good  which  is 
These  Theban  and  Thracian  orgies,  acted  in  to  arise  from  his  own  suflTerings,  and  the  pa- 
France,  and  applauded  only  in  the  Oki  Jewry,  triot'C  crimes  of  an  enlightened  age.f 
I  assure  you,  kindle  prof^etic  enthusiasm  in 

the  minds  but  of  very  few  people  in  this  king-  «  xous  les  Eveques  a  la  lanteme. 

dam ;  although  a  saint  and  apostle,  who  may  f  b  Is  proper  here  to  refer  to  a  letter  wrictsa 

have  revelations  of  his  own,  and  who  has  so  npon  this  subject  by  an  eye-wimesa    That  eye- 

.^....w>i»  ....^.:.k<^  .11  tki>  moan  nifiMi^;.  wilness  wss  oue  of  the  moBt  hoHSst,  Intelligent, 

completely  vanquished  aU  the  mean  supersti-  ^^  eloquent  members  ofthe  nation^  assembly, 

tkms  of  the  heart,  may  mdme  to  thu*  it  pious  one  ofthe  moat  acUve  and  zealous  reformers  of 

and  decorous  to  compare  it  with  the  entrance  the  state.    He  was  obliged  to  secede  from  the 

■ato  the  world  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  pro-  Msembly ;  and  he  afkerwards  became  a  volun- 

,  .      J  •    .    u  I    , u  k«  -  ..».»M.  JL^  tM7  oxil«r  on  account  of  the  horrours  of  this 

daimed  m  an  holy  temple  by  a  venerable  Mge,  ^^  iriumph,  and  the  disposiUons  of  men, 

and  not  long  before  not  worse  announced  by  ,^ho,  profiting  of  crimes.  If  not  causing  them, 

the  voice  of  angeb  to  the  quiet  innocence  of  have  biken  the  lead  in  public  af&tirs. 

■heiil.Tdnis. 

At  first  I  was  at  a  k)ss  to  acoountfor  this  fit  Extract  of  3L  de  LaUy  TMendat**  Second 

of  unguarded  transport.    I  knew,  indeed,  that  Letter  to  a  Frtend. 

tho  si^erings  of  monarchs  make  a  delicious  *»  Parlons  du  paiti  que  j'ai  pris ;  11  est  bleu 

repast  to  some  sort  of  palates.    There  were  Jnstilie  dans  ma  conscience.— If  1  cette  ville  con- 

JiTriinnm  whinh  mioht  MrvA  In  kMD  thia  &n.  P*ble,  nl  cette  assemblee  plus  coupable  encore- 

reaections  which «u«WMn^«  »  keep  tliis  ap-  j;-^^,^nt  que  je  me  justiflermals  j»ai  a 

SUte    withm   some  bounds  of  temperance.  ^^^^  qy,  ^^^^  ^^  j^,  personnes  qui  ponseni 

It  when  I  took  one  circumstance  into  my  comme  vous,  ne  mecondamnent  pas.— Ma  san 

OMMideration,  I  was  obliged  to  confess,  that  te,  je  vous  jure,  me  rendoit  mes  fonctions  im 

-     .  .ii«„.^^  «.,„K»  t/k  Km  ma/lA  6w  thm  vw  possiWes;  mais  memme  en  les  mettant  de  cote 

■uch  allowance  ought  to  be  made  for  theiso-  ^^^^^,^  de  „„  forces  de  supportar 

eisty,  and  that  the  temptation  was  too  strong  p|„g  longtems  Phorreur  que  me  causoit  ce  sang 

fir  bommoo  discretion ;  I  mean,  the  eiroom-  — ces  tetes    cette  reine  jtrss^ue  egorgtCf  eo  nk 
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Although  Uiis  work  of  our  new  light  and 
knowledge  did  not  go  to  the  length  that  in  all 
probability  it  was  intended  it  ahoukl  be  carried ; 
yet  I  mutt  think  that  such  treatment  of  any 
human  creatures  must  be  sbodting  to  any  hni 
those  who  are  made  for  accomplishing  reTolu- 
tions.  But  I  cannot  stop  here.  Influenced 
by  the  inborn  feelings  of  my  nature,  and  not 
being  illuminated  by  a  single  ray  of  this  new- 

— amene  etelave, — entrant  a  Paris,  au  milieu 
de  ses  aa-tasslns,  et  preceile  dca  tetea  de  ses 
malheureuz,  gardea— ce^  pcrfideii  janlssairea, 
ees  assaaains,  cea  femmea  capnibalea,  ce  crt  de 
Tons  LBS  BTSQ,nBs  A  LA  LANTsaifB,  dans  la 
moment  ou  le  roi  eniro,  sa  capitale  avec  deux 
STeojuei  de  aonconaeil  dann  aa  voiiure — un  coup 
ae  Jwiily  que  .)*ai  vu  tirer  dana  un  det  carottes 
de  la  reine — M.  Bailly  apnellani  cela  un  beau 
jour — Paasemblee  ayant  declare  froidement  le 
matin,  qu'il  n'etoit  paa  de  aa  di^niie  d'aller 
t)ute  entiere  envlronner  lo  roi— Nl.  Mirobeau 
disant  ioipunement  dans  cette  aasemblee  que  le 
raisaeau  de  I'etat,  loin  d'etre  arrete  dana  aa 
couTMi,  a'elanceroit  avec  plua  de  rapiiiite  que 
jamaii  vers  sa  reeeneration— M.  Bariiave,  riant 
aTec  lai,  qiiand  dea  flota  de  aan^  couloient  au* 
tour  drt  nous — le  vertueux  Mourner*  echappant 
par  miracle  a  vingt  assasaina,  qui  nroleni  vou- 
Vi  faire  de  aa  tete  un  trophee  de  plua  :  Voila  ce 
qui  me  fit  jurer  de  ne  plus  meltre  le  pied  dant 
cette  raverne  d'Jintropophage*  fihc  national 
assemhtyl  ou  je  n'arois  plua  de  force  d'elever 
la  Toix,  (lepuis  six  aemalnes  je  Paroia  elevee 
en  vain. 

'<  Mol,  Mounier,  et  tous  lea  honnetea  gena,  ont 
pense  quo  e  dernier  c/Tort  a  faire  pour  le  bien 
•:oit  d'en  aonir.  Aucune  idee  de  crainte  ne  8*est 
apprnchee  de  moi.  Je  rougimis  de  m*en  defendre. 
J*avoi8  encore  re^u  aur  la  route  de  la  part  de  ce 
peuple,  niuina  coupable  que  ceux  qui  Tont 
enivre  de  fureur,  des  acclani.iiiona,  et  des  ap- 
plaudiaaomenta,  dont  d'autres  auroient  ete  flat- 
tea,  et  qui  m'unt  fait  fremir.  C*est  a  Pindigna* 
'Jon,  c'eat  a  Phorreur,  c'est  aux  convulmons 
phyaiques,  qe  le  seul  aspect  du  sang  me  fait 
eprouver  que  j'ai  cede.  On  brave  un  seule 
mort ;  on  la  brave  plusieurs  fois,  quand  elle 
peat  etre  utile.  Mala  aucune  puiasance  sous  le 
.  eiel,  mal4  aucune  opinion  publique  ou  privee 
n'ont  le  droit  de  me  condamner  a  souffnr  inu* 
tilement  mille  supplices  par  minute,  et  a  perir 
de  dese^tpoir,  de  rage,  au  milieu  des  triomphea 
du  crime  que  je  n*ai  pu  arreier.  lis  me  pros- 
dront,  lis  confisqueront  moa  bicns.  Je  labou* 
rerai  la  terre,  et  je  ne  lea  verrai  plus.  Voila  ma 
Jasti/lcation.  Vous  pourrez  la  lire,  la  montrer, 
la  laiaaer  copier ;  tant  pis  pour  ceux  qui  ne  la 
comprendront  paa ;  ce  ne  sera  alors  moi  qui 
aurok  eu  tort  de  la  Icur  donner.*' 

This  military  man  had  not  so  good  nerrcs  as 
the  neaceable  gentleman  of  the  Old  Jewry. — 
tae  lions.  Mounier'a  narrative  of  tliesetraasac- 
tfons;  a  man  also  of  honoiur  and  tirtue,  and 
(■lanes,  and  therefore  a  fugitive. 

•  N.  B.  Mr.  Moanier  was  then  speaker  of  the 
national  assembly.  He  has  since  been  oblifed 
10  live  in  exile,  inough  on;  of  the  firmest  ass  v- 
Mn  cf  liberty. 


■prung  modorn  light,  I  confess  to  yoa,  9it 
that  the  exalted  ra^  of  the  persona  aufiering, 
and  partictilarly  the  sex,  the  beauty,  and  the 
amiable  qualities  of  the  descendant  of  so  many 
kings  and  emperours,  with  the  tender  age  of 
ropiJi  infants,  insensible  only  through  in&ncy 
and  innocence  of  the  cruel  outrages  lo  whidi 
their  parents  were  exposed,  instead  of  being  a 
subject  of  exultation,  adds  not  a  little  to  mj 
sensibility  on  tlutt  most  melancholy  occasion. 

I  hear  that  the  august  person,  who  was  the 
principal  object  of  our  preacher's  triumph, 
though  he  supported  himself,  felt  much  on  that 
■haroeful  occasion.  As  a  man,  it  becam^  him 
to  feel  for  his  wife  and  his  children,  and  the 
iaithful  guards  of  his  person,  that  were  ma» 
sacred  in  cold  \AooA  about  him ;  as  a  prince 
it  became  him  to  feel  ibr  the  strange  and 
firightful  transibrmation  of  his  civilized  sub> 
jects,  and  to  be  more  grieved  for  them,  than 
solicitous  for  himself.  It  derogates  little  tntt 
his  fbrtitixle,  while  it  adds  iiidSnitely  to  the 
honour  of  his  humanity.  I  am  very  sorry  (o 
say  it,  very  sorry  inde«i,  that  such  personages 
are  in  a  situation  in  which  it  is  not  beconiiq 
in  us  to  praise  the  virtues  of  the  great. 

I  hear,  and  I  rejoice  to  hou",  that  the  great 
lady,  the  other  object  of  the  triumph,  has  borne 
that  day  (one  is  interested  that  beings  made 
for  sufiering  should  suflcr  well)  and  that  she 
bears  all  iho  succeeding  days,  that  she  bears 
the  imprisonment  of  her  hud>and,  and  her 
own  captivity,  and  the  exile  of  her  friends,  and 
the  insulting  adulation  of  addrovas,  and  the 
whole  weight  of  her  accumulated  wrongs,  with 
a  serene  patience,  in  a  manner  suited  to  her 
rank  and  race,  and  becoming  the  offspring  of 
a  sovereign  distinguished  for  her  piety  and  her 
courage;  that,  lUce  hor,  she  has  krflysenti* 
rocnts ;  that  she  feels  with  the  dignity  of  a 
Roman  matron ;  that  in  the  tttrt  extremity  she 
will  save  herself  from  the  last  disgrace ;  and 
that,  if  she  must  fall,  she  will  fall  by  no  ignoble 
hand. 

It  is  now  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  sinot  I 
saw  the  queen  of  France,  then  the  daiiphinest, 
at  Versailles ;  and  surely  never  lighted  on  this 
ori>,  which  she  hardly  seemed  to  toudi,  a  nuie 
delightful  vision.  I  saw  her  just  aliovs  dM 
bornon,  decorating  and  cheering  the  devalsd 
sphere  she  just  began  to  move  in^— >glittsring 
like  the  morning  star ;  fuU  of  life,  and  splen- 
dour, and  joy.  Oh!  what  a  revdution!  and 
iriiat  an  heart  must  I  have,  to  contemplata 
without  emotion  that  elevation  and  that  fall ! 
Little  dki  I  dream  when  she  added  titles  «f 
feneration  to  thoan  of  enthusiastic,  distealy 
retpectftil  love,  that  she  riiouUI  eror  be  eUi|EW 
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t»  oany  th«  iharp  antidotd  tf^unit  dkgrftce  drapeiy  of  life  ii  to  be  ruddy  torn  off.    All  the 

eoocedM  io  that  bosom ;  little  did  I  dreanii  wperMkled  ideas,  fiurnished  ftom  the  wardrobe 

that  I  should  hare  lived  to  see  such  disasters  of  a  moral  imagination,  which  the  heart  owns, 

ftUen  upon  her  in  a  nation  of  gallant  men,  in  and  the  understanding  ratifies,  as  necessary  to 

a  nation  of  men  f^  honour  and  of  cavaliera.    I  cover  the  defects  of  ournakedduTering  nature, 

thought  ten  thousand  swonls;  rausit  have  leaped  and  toraisAittodignityinourownesttmatioo, 

from  their  scabbards  to  avenge  even  a  look  that  are  to  be  exploded  as  a  ridiculous,  absurd,  and 

thraatened  iier  with  insult.     But  tho  age  of  antiquated  fasltion. 

chivalry  is  gone :  that  of  soph isters,  (economists,  On  this  scheme  of  things,  a  king  is  but  « 

and  calculators  has  succeeded ;  and  the  glory  nan,  a  queen  is  but  a  woman ;  a  woman  is  but 

of  Europe  is  <'jctinguished  for  ever.    Never,  an  animal ;  and  an  animal  not  of  tho  highest 

never  more,  shall  we   behold  that   generous  order.    AU  homage  paid  to  the  sex  in  general 

oyalty  to  rank  and  sex,  that  pr'HkJ  submission,  as  sucli,  and  without  distinct  views,  is  to  be 

that  dignified  obedience,  thai  subordination  of  regarded  as  romance  and  foUy.    Regicide,  and 

the  heart,  which  kept  alive,  even  in  servitude  parricide,  and  sacrilege,  are  but  fictions  of 

itself,  the  spirit  of  an  exp.ited  freedom.     The  superstition,  corrupting  jurisprudence  by  do 

unbought  grace  of 'life,  t<ie  cheap  defence  of  stroying  its  simplicity.    The  murder  of  a  king, 

nations,   tlio  nurse  of  manly  sentiment  and  or  a  queen,  or  a  bishop,  or  a  father,  are  only 

heroic  enterprise  is  gone !  It  is  gmie,  that  sen-  common  homicide ;  and  if  the  people  are  hf 

sibility  of  principle,  that  chastity  of  honour,  any  chance,  or  in  any  way  gainers  by  it,  a 

which  fuU  a  stain  like  a  wound,  which  inspired  sort  of  homicide  much  the  most  pardonable, 

couras;e  whilst  it  mitigated  ferocity,   which  and  into  which  we  ought  not  to  mako  too  severe 

ennobled  whatever  it  touched,  and  under  which  a  scrutiny. 

vice  itself  lost  half  its  evil,  by  losing  all  its  On  the  scheme  of  ihis  barbarous  philosophy, 

grossness.  which  is  the  offspring  of  cold  hearts  and  muddy 

This  mixed  system  of  opinion  and  sentiment  understandings,  and  which  is  as  void  of  solid 

had  its  origin  in  the  ancient  chivalry ;  and  the  wisdom,  as  it  is  destitute  of  all  taste  and  ele- 

principle,  though  varied  in  its  appearance  by  gance,  laws  are  to  be  supported  only  by  their 

the  varying  state  of  human  affairs,  subsisted  own  terrours,  and  by  the  concern,  which  each 

and  influenced  through  a  long  succession  of  individual  may  find  in  them,  from  his  own 

generations,  even  to  the  time  we  live  in.    If  private  speculations,  or  can  spare  to  them  from 

it  should  ever  be  totally  extinguished,  the  loss  his  own  private  interests.     In  the  groves  cS 

I  fear  will  be  great.  It  is  this  which  has  given  their  academy,  at  the  end  of  every  vista,  you 

its  character  to  modem  Europe.     It  is  this  see  nothmg  but  the  gallows.    Nothing  is  left 

which  has  distinguished  it  imder  all  its  forms  which  engages  the  affections  on  the  part  of 

of  government,  and  distinguished  it  to  its  ad-  the  commonwealth.    On  the  principles  of  this 

vantage,  from  the  states  of  Asia,  and  possibly  mechanic  philosophy,  our  institutions  can  never 

from  those  slates  which  flourished  in  the  most  be  embodied,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  in 

brilliant  periods  of  the  antique  world.    It  was  persons ;  so  as  lo  create  in  us  love,  veneration, 

this,  which,  without  confounding  ranks,  had  admirati'^n,  or  attachment.     But  that  sort  of 

produced  a  noble  equality,  and  handed  it  down  reai^on  which  banishes  tlie  affections  is  incapa* 

through  all  the  gradations  of  social  life.    It  ble  of  fiUint;  tlicir  place.     These  public  affeo 

was  Uiis  opinion  which  mitigated  kings  into  tion.^,  combined  with  manners,  are  required 

companions,  and  raised  private  men  to  be  fel-  sometimes  as  supplements,  sometimes  as  oor> 

lews  with  kings.  Without  force,  or  opposition,  rectives,  always  as  aids  to  law.    The  precqit 

it  si:bdued  the  fierceness  of  pride  and  power f  given  by  a  wise  man,  as  well  as  a  great  cnt:8| 

in  obliged  sovereigns  to  submit  to  the  soft  collar  fi>r  the  construction  of  poems,  is  equally  tnw 

of  social  esteem,  compelled  stem  authority  to  as  to  states: — Non  satis  ettpulda'a  ease  jmw» 

submit  to  elegance,  and  gave  a  domination  mataf  dtdda  naUo.    There  ought  to  be  a  sys^ 

vanquisher  of  laws,  to  be  subdued  by  manners,  tem  of  manners  in  every  nation  which  a  wefl- 

But  now  all  is  to  be  changed.    All  the  plea-  formed  mind  wouki  be  dispoeed  to  relish.    To 

sing  illusions,  which  made  power  gentle,  and  make  us  love  our  country,  our  country  ought  to 

obedience  liberal,  which  harmonized  the  diffe-  be  lovely. 

rent  shades  of  life,  and  which,  by  a  bland  assi-  But  power,  of  some  kind  or  other,  will  suiw 

milation,  incorporated  into  politics  tlie  senti-  vive  the  shock  in  which  manners  and  opiniom 

ments  which  beautify  and  soften  private  society,  perish ;  and  it  will  find  other  and  worse  meant 

are  to  be  dissolved  by  this   low  conquering  for  its  support.    The  usurpation  which,  hi 

snpire  of  light  and  reason.    AU  tho  decent  order  to  subvert  ancient  institutions,  has  do> 

Z 
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•troyed  ancient  principles,  wiQ  hoU  power  by  I(^  as  I  suspect,  modern  letters  owe  moc« 

arts  similar  to  those  by  which  it  has  acquired  than  they  are  always  willing  to  own  to  ancieol 

it.    When  the  dd  feudal  and  chivalrous  spirit  manners,  so  do  other  interests  which  w%.  raloe 

Ufealtyy  which,  by  freeing  kings  from  fear,  fiiil  as  much  as  they  are  worth.    Even  com- 

fitied  both  kings  and  subjects  from  the  precan-  merce,  and  trade,  and  manufacture,  the  gods  of 

tioa  of  tyranny,  shall  bo  extinct  in  the  mmds  oar  oBCooomical  politicians,  are  tbemsdves  pei^ 

of  men,  plots  and  assassinations  will  be  anti-  haps  but  creatures ;  are  th«nsehres  but  effects, 

cipated  by  preventive  murder  and  preventive  which,  at  first  causes,  we  choose  to  worship. 

eoofiscation,  and  that  long  roll  c^  grim  and  They  certainly  grew  under  the  same  shade  in 

bloody  maxims,  which  form  the  political  code  which  learning  flourished.     They   too  may 

of  all  power,  not  standing  on  its  own  honour,  decay  with  their  natural  protecting  principles, 

and  the  honour  of  those  who  are  to  obey  it.  With  you,  (or  the  present  at  least,  they  aL 

Kings  will  be  tyrants  from  policy  when  subjects  threaten  to  disappear  together.    Where  trade 

are  rebels  from  principle.  and  manufactures  are  wanting  to  a  peop«,  and 

When  ancient  opinions  and  rules  of  life  are  the  spirit  o  *  nobility  and  religion  remains, 

taken  away,  the  loss  cannot  possibly  be  esti«  sentiment  supplies,  sjid  not  always  ill  suites 

mated.    From  that  moment  we  have  no  com-  their  place ;   but  if  commerce  and  the  arts 

pass  to  govern  us ;  nor  can  we  know  distinctly  should  be  lost  in  an  experiment  to  try  how  well 

to  what  port  we  steer.    Europe,  undoubtedly,  a  state  may  stand  without  these  old  fundamen- 

taken  in  a  mass,  was  in  a  flourishing  condition  tal  principles,  what  sort  of  a  thing  must  be  a 

the  day  on  which  your  revolution  was  com-  nation  of  gross,  stupid,  ferocious,  and  at  the 

pleted.    How  much  of  that  prosperous  state  same  time,  poor  and  sordid  barbarians.  desti> 

was  owing  to  the  spirit  of  our  old  manners  and  tute  of  religion,  honour,  or  manly  pride,  po^ 

opinions  is  not  easy  to  say ;  but  as  such  causes  sessing  noUiing  at  present,  and  hoping  fi» 

oannot  be  indifferent  in  their  operation,  we  nothing  hereafter  ? 

nuist  presume,  that,  on  the  whole,  their  operas  I  wish  you  may  not  be  going  (ast,  and  by 

lion  was  beneficial.  the  shortest  cut,  to  that  horrible  and  diigustfu] 

We  are  but  too  apt  to  consider  things  in  the  situation.    Already  there  appears  a  pover^ 

Itate  in  which  we  find  them,  without  sufB-  of  conception,  a  coarseness  and  vulgarity,  in 

ciently  adverting  to  the  causes  by  which  they  all  the  proceedings  of  the  assen^y  and  of  all 

have  been  produced,  and  possibly  may  be  up-  their  instructors.    Their  liberty  is  not  liberal 

held.    Nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that  our  Their  science    is  presumptuous    ignorance, 

manners,  our  civilization,  and  all  the  good  Their  humanity  is  savage  and  brutal, 

things  which  are  connected  with  manners,  and  It  is  not  clear,  whether  in  England  we  lear- 

with  civilization,  have,  in  this  European  world  ned  those  grand  and  decorous  principles,  and 

of  ours,  depended  (or  ages  upon  two  principles ;  manners,  of  whidi   consider^e  traces  yet 

and  were  indeed  the  result  of  both  combined ;  remain,  from  you,  or  whether  you  took  then 

I  mean  the  spirit  of  a  gentleman,  and  the  from  us.    But  to  you,  I  think,  we  trace  then 

spirit  of  religion.  The  nobility  and  the  clergy,  best.    You  seem  to  me  to  be    gtntis  tneiai^ 

the  one  by  profession,  the  other  by  patronage,  btila  noatrm.    France  has  always  more  or  Ism 

kept  learning  in  existence,  even  in  the  midst  influenced  manners  in  England;  and  when 

of  arms  and  confusions,  and  whilst  govern-  your  fountain  is  choaked  up  and  poUated,  the 

ments  were  rather  b  their  causes  than  formed,  stream  will  not  run  long,  or  not  run  clear  with 

Learning  paid  back  what  it  received  to  nobi-  us,  or  p^haps  with  any  nation.    This  gives 

lity  and  to  priesthood ;  and  paid  it  with  usury,  all  Europe,  in  my  opinion,  but  too  dose  and 

by  enlarging  their  ideas,  and  by  furnishing  connected  a  concern  in  what  is  done  in  Franca, 

their  minds.    Happy  if  they  had  all  continued  Excuse  me,  therefore,  if  I  have  dwelt  too  kB|' 

to  know  their  indissoluble  union,  and  their  on  the  atrocious  spectade  of  the  sixth  oc 

proper  place!   Happy  if  learning,  not  debauch-  October,  1789,  or  have  given  too  much  scops 

ad  by  ambition,  had  been  satisfied  to  continue  to  the  reflections  which  have  arisen   in  my 

tfie  instructor,  and  not  aspired  to  be  the  master !  mind  on  occasion  of  the  most  important  of  all 

Alon^  with  its  natural  protectors  and  guardians,  revolutions,  which  may  be  dated  fixxn  that  day, 

learmng  will  be  cast  into  the  mire,  and  trodden  I  mean  a  revolution  in  sentiments,  mannefs, 

iown  under  the  hoofis  of  a  swinish  multitude.'^  and  moral  opinions.  As  things  now  stand,  with 

every  thing  respectable  destroyed  without  w, 

•  See  the  fate  of  Ballly  and  Condorcet,  sup.  ^nd  an  attempt  todestroy  within  us  every  prin- 

possd  to  be  here  panicularly  alluded  to.   Com-     ^-  .    ^  .^ V »  ^„„  •    .i.,.,^  * i  .  "^  ^j-^ 

parTthe  clrcumsiVnces  nf  the  trial  and  execu-  ciple  of  re^t,  one  is  ahnost  forced  to  apdo* 

tisn  of  the  former,  with  this  prediction.  (oe  tor  harbouring  the  common  feelings  of  man 
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Why  do  I  feel  so  differently  from  the  Rer.  the  adfuCagee.  They  wouU  not  bear  to  lee 
Dr.  Pnee,  and  tfaoee  of  hie  ky  flock,  who  wfll  the  erimee  of  new  demoeney  ported  le  in  a 
chooee  to  adopt  the  eentiments  of  hie  die-  ledgeragaimtthecrineiof  olddeepotim,  and 
nonrte  T— fer  this  plain  reason — because  it  is  the  book-keepers  of  politics  finding  democracy 
natmd  I  should ;  because  we  are  so  made  as  still  in  debt,  but  by  no  means  unable  or  unwil- 
to  be  affected  at  such  spectacles  with  melan-  ling  to  pay  the  balance.  In  die  theatre,  the 
choly  sentiments  upon  the  unstable  condition  first  intuitive  glance,  without  any  elaborate 
of  mortal  prosperity,  and  the  tremendous  un-  process  of  reasoning,  would  shew,  that  this 
certainty  of  human  greatness ;  because  in  those'  method  of  political  computation  would  justii^ 
natural  feelings  we  learn  great  ItJssons ;  because  every  extent  of  crime.  They  would  see,  thai 
in  events  like  those  our  passions  instruct  our  on  these  principles,  even  where  the  very  worst 
teason ;  because  when  kings  are  hurled  from  acts  were  not  perpetrated,  it  was  owing  rather 
their  thrones  by  the  Supreme  Director  of  this  to  the  fortune  of  the  conspirators  than  to  their 
great  drama,  and  become  the  objects  of  insult  parsimony  in  the  expenditure  of  treachery  and 
to  the  base,  and  of  pity  to  the  good,  we  behold  blood.  They  would  soon  see,  that  criminal 
such  disasters  in  the  moral,  as  we  should  be-  means  once  tolerated  are  soon  preferred.  They 
hold  a  miracle  in  the  physical  order  of  things,  present  a  shorter  cut  to  the  object  than  throu^« 
Wo  are  alarmed  into  reflection ;  our  minds  (as  the  highway  of  the  moral  virtues.  Justifjring 
it  has  long  since  been  observed)  are  purified  perfidy  and  murder  for  public  benefit,  public 
by  terrour  aiul  pity ;  our  weak  unthinking  pride  benefit  would  soon  become  the  pretext,  uid  per- 
is humbled,  under  the  dispensations  of  a  myih  fidy  and  murder  the  end ;  until  rapacity,  ma- 
terious  wisdom.  Some  tears  might  be  drawn  lice,  revenge,  and  fear  more  dreadfiil  than  r»> 
from  me,  if  such  a  spectacle  were  eshibited  venge,  could  satiate  their  insatiable  appetites, 
on  the  stage.  I  should  be  truly  ashamed  of  Such  must  be  the  consequences  of  losing  in 
finding  in  myself  that  superficial,  theatric  sense  the  splendour  of  these  triumphs  of  the  rights 
of  painted  distress,  whilst  I  could  exult  over  of  men,  all  natural  sense  of  wrong  and  right 
it  in  real  life.  With  such  a  perverted  mind.  But  the  reverend  pastor  exults  in  this  "  lea- 
I  could  never  venture  to  shew  my  face  at  a  ding  in  triumph,"  because  truly  Louis  the  Six- 
tragedy.  People  would  think  the  tears  that  teenth  was  an  "  arbitrary  monarch ;"  that  is, 
Gairick  formerly,  or  that  Siddons  not  long  in  other  words,  neither  more  nor  less,  than 
since,  have  extorted  fi^m  me,  were  the  tears  because  he  was  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  and 
of  h}'pocrisy ;  I  should  know  them  to  be  the  because  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  bom  king 
tears  of  folly.  of  France,  with  the  prerogatives  of  whidi,  a 

Indeed  the  theatre   is  a  better  school  of  lonff  line  of  ancestors,  and  a  long  acquiescence 

moral  sentiments  than  churches,  where  the  of  me  people,  without  any  act  uf  hb,  had  pat 

feelings  of  humanity  are  thus  outiaged.   Poets  him  in  possession.  A  misfortune  it  has  indeed 

who  have  to  deal  Vith  an  audience  not  yet  turned  oat  to  him,  that  be  was  bom  king  of 

graduated  in  the  school  of  the  rights  of  men,  France.    But  misfortune  is  not  crime,  nor  is 

and  who  must  apply  themselves  to  the  moral  indiscretion  always  the  greatest  guilt.    I  shall 

constitution  of  the  heart,  would  not  dare  to  never  think  that  a  prince,  the  acts  of  whose 

produce  such  a  triumph  as  a  matter  of  exul-  whole  reign  were  a  series  of  concessions  to  his 

tation.   There,  where  men  follow  their  natiual  subjects,  who  was  willing  to  relax  his  autho- 

impulses,  Uiey  would  not  bear  the  odious  max-  rity,  to  remit  his  prerogatives,  to  call  his  pe<^ 

inas  of  a  Machiavelian  policy,  whether  applied  pie  to  a  share  of  freedom,  not  known,  perhape 

to  the  attainment  of  monarchial  or  democratic  not  desired  by  their  ancestors ;  such  a  prince, 

tyranny.     They  would   reject  them  on  the  though  he  should  be  subjected  to  the  common 

modem,  as  they  (Mice  did  on  the  ancient  stage,  frailties  attached  to  men  and  to  princes,  thou^ 

where  they  could  not  bear  even  the  hypothetical  he  should  have  once  thought  it  necessary  to 

proposition  of  such  wickedness  in  the  mouth  provide  force  against  the  desperate  designs 

of  a  personated  tyrant,  though  suitable  to  the  manifestly  carrying  on  against  his  person,  and 

character  he  sustained.    No  theatric  audience  the  remnants  dC  his  authority ;  though  all  this 

in  Athens  would  bear  what  has  been  borne,  in  should  be  taken  into  consideration,  I  shall  be 

the  midst  of  the  real  tragedy  of  this  triumphal  led  with  great  difficulty  to  think  he  deserves 

day ;  a  principal  actor  weighing,  as  it  were  in  the  cruel  and  insulting  triumph  of  Paris,  and 

Males  hung  m  a  shop  of  horrours, — so  much  of  Dr.  Price.  I  tremUe  for  the  cause  of  liberty, 

actual  crime  against  so  much  contingent  ad-  from  such  an  example  to  kings.    I  tremble  fin 

tantaj^, — and  afler  putting  in  and  out  weights,  the  cause  of  humanity,  in  the  unpunished  oiA> 

declaring  that  the  balance  was  on  the  side  of  rages  of  the  most  wicked  of  mankind.    But 
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ibere  are  tome  people  of  that  low  and  degene-     have  yet  oonunitted  against  the  people.    Al 
rate  fashion  of  mind,  that  they  look  up  with  a     this  is  the  only  crime  in  which  your  leading 
lort  of  complacent  awe  and  admiration  to  kings,     politicians  could  have  acted  inconsistently,  I 
who  know  to  keep  firm  in  their  seat,  to  hokl  a     conclude  that  there  is  no  sort  of  ground  for 
strict  hand  over  their  subjects,  to  assert  their  these  horrid  insinuations.    I  think  no  better 
prerogative,  and  by  the  awakened  vigilance  of  of  all  the  other  calumnies, 
a  severe  despotism,  to  guard  against  the  very         In  England,  we  give  no  credit  to  them.  We 
first  approaches  of  freedom.    Against  stich  as  are  generous  enemies :  we  are  faithful  allies, 
these  they  never  elevate  their  voice.    Deser-  ''We  spurn  fiom  us  with  dbgust  and  indigna- 
ter?  from  principle,  listed  with  fortune,  they  tion  the  slanders  of  those  who  bring  us  tibeir 
never  see  any  good  in  suffering  virtue,  nor  any  anecdotes  with  the  attestation  of  the  flowerKie- 
crime  in  prosperous  usurpation.  luce  on  their  shoulder.  We  have  Lord  Greorge 
If  it  could  have  been  made  clear  tome,  that  Grordon  fast  in  Newgate;  and  neither  hjs 
the  king  and  queen  of  France  (those  I  mean  being  a  public  proselyte  to  Judaism,  nor  his 
who  were  such  before    the    triumph)   were  having,  in  his  zeal  against  catholic  priests  and 
inexorable  and  cruel  tyrants,  that  they  had  all  sorts  of  ecclesiastics,  raised  a  mob  (excuse 
formed  a  deliberate  scheme  for  massacreing  the  term,  it  is  still  in  use  here)  which  pullec 
the  national  assembly,  (I  think  I  have  seen  down  all  our  prisons,  have  preserved  to  him  i 
something  like  the  latter  insinuated  in  certain  liberty,  of  which  he  did  not  render  himseU 
publications,)  I  should  think  their  captivity  worthy  by  a  virtuous  use  of  it.    We  have  re- 
just    If  this  be  true,  much  more  ought  to  have  built  Newgate,  and  tenanted  the  mansion.  Wc 
been  done,  but  done,  in  my  opinion,  in  another  have  prisons  almost  as  strong  as  the  Bastile, 
manner.     The  punishment  of  real  tyrants  is  a  for  those  who  dare  to  libel  the  queens  c/France 
noble  and  awful  act  of  justice ;  and  it  has  with  In  this  spiritual  retreat,  let  the  noble  libeDer 
truth  been  said  to  be  consolatory  to  the  human  remain.    Let  him  there  meditate  on  his  Tbal- 
mind.    But  if  I  were  to  punish  a  wicked  king,  mud,  until  he  learns  a  conduct  more  becoming 
I  should  regard  the  dignity  in  avenging  the  his  birth  and  parts,  and  not  so  disgraceful  to 
crime.    Justice  is  grave  and  decof^ous,  and  in  the  ancient  religion  to  which  he  has  become  a 
its  punishments  rather  seoras  to  submit  to  proselyte ;  or  until  some  persons  from  your  side 
a  necessity,  than  to  make  a  choice.    Had  of  the  water,   to  please  ycHir  new  Hebrew 
Nero,  or  Agrippina,  or  Louis  the  Eleventh,  brethren,  shall  ransom  him.    He  may  then  be 
or  Charles  the  Ninth,  been  the  subject ;   if  enabled  to  purchase,  with  the  old  hoards  of  the 
Charles  the  Twelfth  of  Sweden  afler  the  mur-  synagogue,  and  a  verv  small  poundage,  on  the 
der  of  Patkul,  or  his  predecessor  Christina,  long  compound  interest  of  tlie  thirty  pieces  of 
afler  the  murder  of  MonaUeschi,  bad  fallen  into  silver  (Dr.  Price  has  shewn  us  what  mlrades 
your  hands.  Sir,  or  into  mine,  I  am  sure  our  compound  interest  will  perform  in  1790  yean) 
conduct  would  have  been  different.  the  lands  which  are  lately  discovered  to  have 
If  the  French  king,  or  king  of  the  French,  been  usurped  by  the  Galilean  church.     Send 
(or  by  whatever  name  he  is  known  in  the  new  us  your  popish  archbishop  of  Paris,  and  we 
vocabulary  of  your  constitution,)  has  in  his  will  send  ynu  our  protestant  Rabbin.  WediaH 
own  person,  luid  that  of  his  queen,   really  treat  the  oerson  you  send  us  in  exchange  I&e 
deserved  these  unavowed  but  unavenged  mur^  a  gentleman  and  an  honlst  man,  as  he  is ;  but 
derous  attempts,  and  those  frequent  indignities  pray  let  him  bring  with  him  the  fund  <^  hia 
more  cruel  than  murder,  such  a  person  woukl  hospitality,  bounty,  and  charity ;  and,  depend 
iU  deserve  even  that  subordinate  execOtory  upon  it,  we  shall  never  confiscate  a  shilling  of 
trust,  which  I  understand  is  to  be  placed  in  that  honourable  and  pious  fund,  nor  think  of 
him ;  nor  is  he  fit  to  be  called  chief  in  a  nation  enriching  the  treasury  with  the  spoils  of  th0 
which  he  has  outraged  and  oppressed.  A  worse  poor-box. 

choice  for  such  an  office  in  a  new  common-        To  tell  you  the  truth,  my  dear  Sir,  I  think 

wealth,  than  that  of  a  deposed  tyrant,  could  the  honour  of  our  nation  to  be  somewhat  oon- 

not  possibly  be  made.     'But  to  degrade  and  cemed  in  the  disclaimer  of  the  proceedings  of 

insult  a  man  as  the  worst  of  criminals,  and  this  society  of  the  old  Jewry  and  the  London 

afterwards  to  trust  him  in  your  highest  con-  Tavern.    I  have  no  man's  proxy.     I  speak 

emu,  as  a  faithful,  honest,  and  zealous  servant,  only  for  myself;  when  I  disdaim,  as  I  do  with 

ii  not  consistent  in  reasoning,  nor  prudent  in  all  possible  earnestness,  all  communioo  with 

policy,  nor  safe  in  practice.    Those  who  could  the  actors  in  that  triumph,  or  with  the  adm^ 

make  such  an  appointment  must  be  guilty  of  a  rers  of  it.    When  I  assert  any  thing  dae,  •• 

■lore  flagrant  breach  of  trust  thaq  any  they  concerning  the  perple  of  England,  I  apeak 
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from  observation,  not  from  authority;  but  I  of  Voltaire;  Helretiua  has  made  no  progroH 
gpeak  Irom  the  experience  I  have  had  in  a  among  us.  Atheists  are  not  our  preachers ; 
pretty  extensive  and  mixed  c(Nnmunication  madmen  are  not  our  lawgivers.  We  know 
with  the  inhabitants  of  Ju  i  kingdom,  of  all  that  we  have  made  no  discoveries ;  and  wo 
descriptions  and  ranks,  anu  after  a  course  of  think  that  no  discoveries  are  to  be  made,  in 
attentive  observation,  begun  in  early  life,  and  morality  ;  nor  many  in  the  great  principles  of 
continued  for  near  forty  years.  I  have  often  government,  nor  in  the  ideas  of  liberty,  which 
been  astonished,  considering  that  we  arc  divi-  were  understood  long  before  we  were  bom, 
ded  from  you  but  by  a  slender  dyke  o(  about  altt^ether  as  well  as  they  will  be  after  the 
twenty-four  miles,  and  that  the  mutual  inter-  grave  has  heaped  its  mould  upon  our  presump- 
eourse  between  the  two  countries  has  lately  tion,  and  the  silent  tomb  shall  have  imposed 
been  very  great,  to  find  how  little  you  seem  to  its  law  on  our  pert  loquacity.  In  England 
know  of  us.  I  suspect  that  this  is  owing  to  we  have  not  yet  been  completely  embowelled 
your  forming  a  judgment  of  this  nation  from  of  our  natural  entrails ;  we  still  feel  within  us, 
certain  publications,  which  do,  very  erro-  and  we  cherish  and  cultivate,  those  inbred 
•leougly,  if  they  do  at  all,  represent  the  opinions  sentiments  which  are  the  faitliful  guardians, 
and  dispositions  generally  prevalent  in  Eng-  the  active  monitors  of  our  duty,  the  true  sup- 
land.  The  vanity,  restlessness,  petulance,  and  porters  of  all  liberal  and  manly  morals.  We 
spirit  of  intrigue  of  several  petty  cabals,  who  have  not  been  drawn  and  trussed,  in  order  that 
attempt  to  hide  their  total  want  of  consequence  we  may  be  filled,  like  stuffed  birds  in  a  mu- 
in  bustle  and  noise,  and  puffing,  and  mutual  seum,  with  chaff  and  rags  and  paltry  blurred 
quotation  of  each  other,  makes  you  imagine  shreds  of  paper  about  the  rights  of  man.  We 
that  our  contemptuous  neglect  of  their  abilities  preserve  the  whole  of  our  feelings,  still  native 
is  a  general  mark  of  acquiescence  in  their  opi-  and  intire,  unsophisticated  by  pedantry  and 
nions.  No  such  thing,  I  assure  you.  Because  infklelity.  We  have  real  hearts  of  flesh  and 
half  a  dozen  grasshoppers  under  a  fern  make  Uood  beating  in  our  bosoms.  We  fear  Grod ; 
the  field  ring  with  their  importunate  chink,  we  look  up  with  awe  to  kings;  with  affection 
whibt  thousands  ofgreat  cattle,  reposed  beneath  to  parliaments;  with  duty  to  magistrates; 
the  shadow  of  the  British  oak,  chew  the  cud  with  reverence  to  priests;  and  with  respect  to 
and  arc  silent,  pray  do  not  imagine  that  those  nobility.*  Why?  because  when  such  ideas 
vi^o  make  the  noise  are  the  only  inhabitants  are  brought  before  our  minds,  it  is  natural  to 
of  the  field ;  tliat  of  course,  they  are  many  in  be  so  afiecled ;  because  all  other  feelings  are 
number;  or  that,  after  all,  they  are  other  than  false  and  spurious,  and  tend  to  corrupt  our 
the  litUe  shrivelled,  meagre,  hopping,  though  minds,  to  vitiate  our  primary  morals,  to  render 
loud  and  troublesome  insects  of  the  hour.  us  unfit  for  rational  liberty  ;  and  by  teaching 
I  almost  venture  to  affirm,  that  not  one  in  a  us  a  servile,  licentious,  and  abandoned  inso* 
hundred  among  us  participates  in  the  *'  tri-  lence,  to  be  our  low  sport  for  a  few  holidays, 
umph"  of  the  revolution  society.  If  the  king  to  make  us  perfectly  fit  for,  and  justly  deserving 
and  queen  of  France,  and  their  children,  were  of  slavery,  through  the  whole  course  of  our 
to  fall  into  our  hands  by  the  chance  of  war,  in  lives. 

the  most  acrimonious  of  all  hostilities  (I  de-  You  see.  Sir,  that  in  this  enlightened  age  I 
precate  such  an  event,  I  deprecate  such  hosti-  am  bold  enough  to  confess,  that  we  are  gene- 
lity)  they  would  bo  treated  with  another  sort  rally  men  of  untaught  feelings;  that  instcutdof 
cf  triumphal  entry  into  London.  We  formerly  casting  away  all  our  old  prejudices,  we  cberirii 
have  had  a  king  of  France  in  that  situation ;  them  to  a  very  considerable  degree,  and,  to 
you  have  read  l^w  he  was  treated  by  the  vic- 
tor in  the  field ;  and  in  what  manner  he  was  «.„..., 
^rw.«i.  r«.i«d  i„  England.  Four  hun-  ,„;Ti',Lf"pffih\'S^'„T„?l,?.hT?:?S;\^^^^ 
dred  years  have  gone  over  us ;  but  I  believe  we  -entleman  ihouehl  to  be  a  dIssenUng  mTnlster— 
are  not  materially  changed  since  that  period.  When  writing  to  Dr.  Price  of  the  spirit  which 
Thanks  to  our  sullen  resistance  to  innovation,  prevails  at  Paris,  he  says,  "  The  spirit  of  the 

4.nk.  .0  0>e  COM  .Wgi,hne«  of  our  n..ion.l  S?|}«c{?.;ii'"i;hrh\^'t"^'t'd '1*6?,^^ 

character,  we  still  bear  the  stamp  of  our  fore-  u,un>cd  in  their  minds ;  whether  they  talk  of 

fikthers.     We  have  not  (as  I  conceive)  lost  the  the  kingy  the  noble,  or  the  prieatj  their  whole 

generosity  and  dignity  of  thinking  of  tne  four-  language  is  that  of  the  most  enlightened  and 

?L4  ce^ry;  nor  L ye.  havX  .^ilixed  SJljl--'''  ctflf."^K,J  ^IS.&i 

ourselves  into  savages.    We  are  not  the  con-  ^j  liberal  to  one  set  of  men  in  England,  ii 

verts  of  Rousseau  ;   we  are  not  the  disciples  may  be  true.    It 's  not  generally  so. 
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take  more  shame  to  ourselves,  we  cherish  them  of  their  fleeting  projects ;  it  begins  and  ends 
because  they  are  prejudices ;  and  the  longer  with  that  scheme  of  poli^  which  &lls  in  with 
they  have  lasted,  and  the  more  generally-  they  their  momentary  opinion, 
have  ]n>evailed,  the  more  we  cherbh  them.  These  doctrines,  or  rather  senlimenta,  seem 
We  are  afraid  to  put  men  to  live  and  trade  prevalent  with  your  new  statesmen.  But  they 
each  on  his  own  private  stock  of  reason ;  be-  are  wholly  difl%rent  from  those  oo  which  we 
cause  we  suspect  that  the  stock  in  each  man  have  always  acted  in  this  country, 
is  small,  and  that  the  individuals  would  do  I  hear  it  is  sometimes  given  out  in  Franct, 
bettor  to  avail  themselves  of  the  general  bank  that  what  is  doing  among  you  is  afler  the 
and  capital  of  nations  and  of  ages.  Many  example  of  England.  I  beg  leave  to  aflim, 
of  our  men  of  speculation,  instead  of  exploding  that  scarcely  any  thing  done  with  you  has  ori- 
general  prejudices,  employ  their  sagacity  to  ginated  from  the  practice  or  the  prevalent  opi* 
discover  the  latent  wisdom  which  prevails  in  nions  of  this  people,  either  in  the  act  or  in  Uie 
them.  If  they  find  what  they  seek,  and  they  spirit  of  the  proceeding.  Let  me  add,  that  we 
•ekiom  fail,  they  think  it  more  wise  to  continue  are  as  unwilling  to  learn  these  lessons  from 
the  prejudice,  with  the  reason  involved,  than  France,  as  we  are  sure  that  we  never  taught 
tocast  away  the  coat  of  prejudice,  and  to  leave  them  to  that  nation.  The  cabals  here  id» 
nothing  but  the  naked  reason;  because  pr^  take  a  sort  ofshare  in  your  transactions,  as  jet 
judice,  with  its  reason,  has  a  motive  to  give  consist  of  but  a  handful  of  people.  If  unfcr- 
action  to  that  reason,  and  an  affection  which  tunately  by  their  intrigues,  their  aennons,  their 
will  give  it  permanence.  Prejudice  is  of  publicati(»is,  and  by  a  confidence  dmived  finom 
ready  application  in  the  emergency ;  it  previ-  an  expected  union  with  the  counsels  and  forces 
ously  engages  the  mind  in  a  steady  course  of  of  the  French  nation,  they  should  draw  con- 
wisdom  and  virtue,  and  does  not  leave  the  man  siderable  numbers  into  their  faction,  and  in 
hesitating  in  the  moment  of  decision,  sceptical,  consequence  should  seriously  attempt  way 
puzzled,  and  unresolved.  Prejudice  renders  a  thing  here  in  imitation  of  what  haa  been  done 
man's  virtue  his  habit ;  and  not  a  series  of  with  you,  the  event,  I  dare  venture  to  pr> 
imconnected  acts.  Through  just  prejudice,  phosy,  will  be,  that,  with  some  trouble  to  their 
bis  duty  becomes  a  part  of  his  nature.  country,  they  will  soon  accmnplish  their  owe 
Your  literary  men,  and  your  politicians,  and  destruction.  This  people  refused  to  change 
so  do  the  whole  clan  of  the  enlightened  among  their  law  in  remote  ages,  from  respect  to  the 
us,  essentially  difier  in  these  points.  They  infallibility  of  popes ;  and  they  will  not  now 
have  no  respect  for  the  wisdom  of  others ;  but  alter  it  firom  a  pious  implicit  fiuth  in  the  dog- 
they  pay  it  off  by  a  very  full  measure  of  confi-  matism  of  philosophers ;  though  the  former  was 
dence  in  their  own.  With  them  it  is  a  suffi-  armed  with  the  anathema  and  crusade,  and 
cient  motive  to  destroy  an  old  scheme  of  things,  though  the  latter  should  act  with  the  libel  and 
because  it  is  an  old  one.    As  to  the  new,  they  the  lamp  iron. 

are  in  no  sort  of  fear  with  regard  to  the  dura-  Formerly  your  affairs  were  your  own  con 

lion  of  a  building  run  up  in  haste;  because  cem  only.    We  felt  for  them  as  men;  but  w( 

duration  is  no  object  to  those  who  think  little  kept  ak>of  from  them,  because  we  were  nor 

or  nothing  has  been  done  before  their  time,  citizens  of  France.     But  when  we  see  th'' 

and  who  place  all  their  hopes  in  discovery,  model  held  up  to  ourselves,  we  must  fed  as 

They  conceive,  very  systematically,  that  all  Englishmen,  and  feelmg,  we  must  provide  a* 

things  which  give  perpetuity  are  mischievous.  Englishmen.    Your  affairs,  in  spite  of  us,  are 

and  therefore  they  are  at  inexpiable  war  with  made  a  part  of  our  interest ;  so  fiu:  at  least  at 

all  establishments.    They  think  that  govern-  to  keep  at  a  distance  your  panacea,  or  your 

ment  may  vary  like  modes  of  dress,  and  with  plague.    If  it  be  a  panacea,  we  do  not  want  it, 

as  little  ill-effect:  that  there  needs  no  principle  We  know  the  consequences  of  unnecessary 

pf  attachment,  except  a  sense  of  present  con-  physic.    If  it  be  a  plague ;  it  is  such  a  plague 

reniency,  to  any  constitution  of  the   ^tate.  that  the  precautions,  of  the  most  severe  qua* 

They  always  speak  as  if  they  were  of  opinion  rantine  ought  to  be  established  against  iL 

that  there  is  a  singular  species  of  compact  be-  I  hear  on  all  hands  that  a  cabal,  calling  it- 

tween  them  and  their  magistrates,  which  binds  self  philosophic,  receives  tho  glory  of  many  of 

the  magistrate,  but  which  has  nothing  recipro-  the  late  proceedings ;  and  that  their  opinions 

cal  in  it,  but  that  the  majesty  of  the  people  and  systems  are  the  true  actuating  spirit  :£  the 

has  a  ri^t  to  dissolve  it  without  any  reason,  whole  of  them.    I  have  heard  of  no  party  in 

but  its  will.    Their  attachment  to  their  coun-  England,  literary  or  politicajj  at  any  time, 

try  ilsolf  is  only  so  far  as  it  agrees  with  some  known  by  sifch  a  description.    It  is  not  with 
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jaa  composed  of  those  men,  is  it  ?  whom  the  enemy  to  the  substance  of  any  system  to  r» 

vulgar,  in  their  blunt  homely  style,  commooly  move  its  corruptions,  to  supply  its  defects,  or 

call  Atheists  and  Infidels  ?    If  it  be,  I  admit  to  perfect  its  construction.    If  our  retigions 

that  we  too  have  had  writers  of  that  descrip-  tenets  should  ever  want  a  further  elucidation, 

tioo,  who  made  some  noise  in  their  day.   At  we  shall  not  call  on  atheism  to  explain  them 

present  they  repose  in  lasting  oblivion.   Who,  We  shall  not  light  up  our  temple  from  thai 

bom  within  the  last  forty  years,  has  read  one  unhallowed  tire.    It  will  be  illuminated  with 

word  of  Collins,  and  Toland,  and  Tindal,  and  other  lights.    It  will  be  perfumed  with  othai 

Chubb,  and  Morgan,  and  that  whole  race  who  incense,  than  the  infectious  stuff  which  is  .in»* 

called  themselves  Freethinkers  ?    Who  now  ported  by  the  smugglers  of  adulterated  met»> 

reads  Bolingbroke?     Who  ever  read  him  (^ysics.      If  our  ecdesiatical  establishment 

through?    Ask  the  booksellers  of  Lcndon  what  should  want  a  revisi<»i,  it  is  not  avarice  or 

b  become  of  all  these  lights  of  the  workl.    In  rapacity,  public  or  private,  that  we  shaL  ero- 

as  few  years  their  few  successors  wiJl  go  to  ploy  for  the  audit,  oi  receipt,  or  application  of 

the  family  vault  of  *' all  the  Capulets."     But  its  consecrated  revenue.  Violently  condemning 

whatever  they  \vero,  or  are,  with   us,  they  neither  the  Greek  nor  the  Armenian,  nor,  since 

were  and  arc  wholly  uncormected  individuals,  heats  are  subsided,  the  Roman  system  of  reli- 

With  us  they  kept  the  common  nature  of  their  gion,  we  prefer  the  Protestant;  not  because 

kind,  and  were  not  gregarious.    They  never  we  think  it  has  less  of  the  Christian  religion 

acted  in  corps,  or  Vvere  known  as  a  faction  in  in  it,  but  because,  in  our  judgment,  it  has 

the  state,  nor  presumed  to  influence  in  that  more.    Wo  are  Protestants,  not  from  indiffe- 

name  or  character,  or  for  the  purposes  of  such  rcnce  but  from  real. 

a  faction,  on  any  of  our  public  concerns.  Whe-        We  know,  and  it  is  our  pride  to  know,  that 

ther  they  ought  so  to  exist,  and  so  be  permitted  man  is  by  his  constitution  a  religious  animal ; 

to  act,  is  another  question.    As  such  cabals  that  atheism  is  against,  not  only  our  reason 

have  not  existed  in  England,  so  neither  has  but  our  instincts ;  and  that  it  cannot  prevail 

the  spirit  of  them  had  any  influence  in  esta-  long.    But  if,  in  the  moment  of  riot,  and  in  a 

blishing  Uie  original  frame  of  our  constitution,  drunken  delirium  from  the  hot  spirit  drawn  out 

or  in  any  one  of  the  several  reparations  and  of  the  alembic  of  hell,  which  in  France  is  now 

improvements  it  has  undergone.    The  whole  bo  furiously  boiling,  we  should  uncover  our 

has  been  done  under  the  auspices,  and  is  con-  nakedness  by  throwing  off  that  Christian  reli- 

finued  by  the  sanctions  of  religion  aiMi  piety,  gion  which  has  hitherto  been  our  boast  and 

The  whole  has  emanated  from  the  simplicity  comfort,  and  one  great  source  of  civilization 

of  our  national  character,  and  from  a  sort  of  among  us,  and  among  many  other  nations, 

native  plainness  and  directness  of  understarxl-  \ve  are  apprehensive  (being  well  aware  that 

ing  which  for  a  long  time  characterized  those  the  mind  will  not  endure  a  void)  that  some 

men  who  have  successively  obtained  authority  uncouth,  pernicious,  and  degrading  supersti- 

among  us.    This  disposition  still  remains,  at  tion,  might  take  place  of  it. 
least  in  the  great  body  of  the  people.  For  Uiat  reason,  before  we  take  from  O'jr 

We  know,  and  what  is  better,  we  feel  in-  establishment  the  natural  human  means  of 

wardly,  that  religion  is  the  basis  of  civil  soci-  estimation,  and  give  it  up  to  contempt,  as  yoa 

ety,  and  the  source  of  all  good  and  of  all  com-  have  done,  and  in  doing  it  have  incurred  the 

fort'*'      In  England  wo  are  so  convinced  of  penalties  you  well  deserve  to  suffer,  we  desii 

this,  that  there  is  no  rust  of  superstition,  with  that  some  other  may  be  presented  to  us  in  the 

which  the  accumulated  absurdity  of  the  human  place  of  it.    We  sliall  then  form  our  jtidg* 

Bind  might  have  crtisted  it  over  in  the  course  ment. 

of  ages,  that  ninty-nino  in  a  hundred  of  the         On  these  ideas,  instead  of  quarrelling  with 

people  of  England  would  not  prefer  to  impiety,  establishments,  as  some  do,  who  have  made 

We  shall  never  be  such  fools  as  to  call  in  an  a  philosophy  and  a  religion  of  their  hostility 

to  such  institutions,  we  cleave  closely  to  them. 

•  Sit  igitur  hoc  ab  Initio  pcrsuasum  civibus,  We  are  resolved  to  keep  anestabli^ed  church 

'  domlnos  esse  omnium  rerum  ac  moderatcres,  ^^  established  monarchy,  an  established  aris- 
deos  ;  eaque,  qua  geranlur,  eorum  gerl  vi  di-  j       established  democracy,  eadi  in 

none,  ac  numine  ;  eosdemque  opiime  de  genere  t*^' «^7 >  «»"*^ «"»  »^m.»/  «»  i   u  n 

hominum  raereri ;  et  qualis  quisque  sli,  quid  tho  degree  it  exists,  and  in  no  greater.    I  snau 

Dgai,  quid  in  se  admittat,  qua  mente  qua  pietate  tthew  you  presently  how  much  of  each  of  thcs«« 

colai  relidones  inuieri :  pionim  el  impiorum  ^y^  possess 

habere  rationem     His  enim  rebus  imbuim  men-         j^^      ^        ^    misfortune   (not  as  th<w 
les  baud  sane  abhorrebunt  ab  i  uli  et  a  vera         '\  "•"  ",."'    .     .,       ,      v  .^.l*  .l 

senicniia,  CIc.  de  Legibus,  1.  2.  gentlemen  thipk  iL  the  gkMrvl  of  thM  age,  thac 
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every  thing  is  to  bo  discussed,  as  if  the  ccnsti-        The  consecratioa  of  the  stile,  by  a  state 

tutioQ  of  our  country  were  to  be  always  a  sub-  religious  estaUishment,  is  necessary  also  ts 

jcct  rather  of  altercation  than  enjoyment.  For  operate  with  a  wholesome  awe  upon  firee  citi* 

this  reason,  as  well  as  for  the  satisiactiao  of  zens ;  because,  in  CNxler  to  secure  their  fi'ee- 

liioae  among  you  (if  any  such  you  have  among  dom,  they  must  enjoy  some  determinate  por- 

you)  who  may  wish  to  profit  of  examples,  I  tion  of  power.    To  them  therefore  a  religioa 

?rature  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  thoughts  connected  with  the  state,  and  with  their  duty 

^mn  each  of  these  establishments.    I  do  not  towards  it,  becomes  even  more  necessary  than 

(hink  they  were   unwise  in  ancient  Rome,  in  such  societies,  where  the  people  by  the 

who,  when  they  wished  to  new-model  their  terms  of  their  subjection  are  cimfined  to  pri- 

laws,  sent  commissioners  to  examine  the  best  vate  sentiments,  and  the  management  of  ^eir 

constituted  republics  within  iheir  reach.  own  family  concerns.    All  persons  possessing 

First,  I  beg  leave  to  speak  of  our  church  any  portion  of  power  ought  to  be  strongly  and 

establishment,  which  is  the  first  of  our  prcju-  awfully  impressed  witli  an  idea  that  they  act 

■  dices,  not  a  prejudice  destitute  of  reason,  but  in  trust ;  and  that  they  are  to  account  for  their 

involving  in  it  profound  and  extensive  wisdom,  conduct  in  that  trust  to  the  one  great  master, 

I  speak  of  it  first.    It  is  first,  and  last,  and  anther  and  founder  of  society, 
midst  in  our  minds.    For,  taking  ground  on         This    principle    ought   even  to    be   more 

that  religious  system,  of  which  we  are  now  in  strongly  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  ihose 

possession,  we  continue  to  act  on  the  early  who  compose  the  coUecliv^  sovereignty  than 

received,  and   uniformly  continued  sense  of  upon  those  of  single  princes.     Without  in* 

mankind.     That  sense  not  only,  like  a  yAr'iso  strumcnts,   these    princes    can   do   nothing, 

architect,  hath  built  up  the  august  fabric  of  Whoever  uses  instruments,  in  finding  helps, 

states,  but  like  a  provident  proprietor,  to  pre-  finds    also    impediments.      Their   power  b 

serve  the  structure  from  prophanation  and  ruin,  therefore  by  no   means    complete  ;    nor  are 

as  a  sacred  temple,  purged  from  all  the  impu-  they  safe  in  extreme  abuse.    Such  persons, 

riticj}  of  fraud,  and  violence,  and  injustice,  and  however  elevated  by  flattery,  orrogarKre,  and 

tyranny,  hath  solemnly  and  for  ever  consecrated  selfopinion,  must  be  sensiUe  that,  whether 

the  commonwealth,  and  all  that  officiate  in  it.  covered  or  not  by  positive  law,  in  some  way 

This  consecration  is  made,  that  all  who  ad-  or  other  they  are  accountable  even  hero  fix 

'minister  in  the  government  of  men,  in  which  the  abuse  of  their  trust.    If  they  are  not  cut 

they  stand  in  the  person  of  God  himself,  should  off  by  a  rebellion  of  their  people,  they  may  be 

have  high  and  wortliy  notions  of  their  function  strangled  by  the  very  janissaries  kept  fur  their 

and  destination  ;  that  their  hope  sliould  be  full  security  against  all  other   rebellion.     Thus 

of  immortality;  that  they  should  not  look  to  we  have  seen  the  king  of  France  sold  by  his 

the  paltry  pelf  of  the  moment,  nor  to  the  tem-  soldiers  for  an  increase  of  pay.     But  where 

porary  and  transient  praise  of  the  vulgar,  but  popular  authority  is  absolute  and  unrestrained, 

to  a  solid  permanent  existence,  in  the  perma-  the  people  have  an  infinitely  greater,  because 

nent  part  of  their  nature,  and  to  a  permanent  a  far  better  founded  confidence  in  their  own 

fame  and  glory,  in  the  example  they  leave  as  power.      They   are  themselves    in  a  great 

a  rich  inheritance  to  the  world.  measure,  their  own  instruments.    They  are 

Such  sublime  principles  ought  to  be  infused  nearer  to  their  objects.     Besides,  they  are 

into  persons  of  exalted  situations ;  and  reli-  less  under  responsibility  to  one  of  the  greatest 

gious  establishments  provided,  that  may  cou-  conlrouling  powers  on  earth,  the  sense  of  iame 

tioually  revive  and  enforce  them.    Every  sort  and  estimation.    The  share  of  infamy  that  is 

of  moral,  every  sort  of  civil,  every  sort  of  po-  likely  to  fall  to  tlie  lot  of  eadi  individual  ie 

litic  institution,  aiding  the  rational  and  natural  public  acts,  is  small  indeed ,  the  operation  of 

ties  that  connect   tlio  human  understanding  opinion  being  in  the  inverse  ratio  to  the  mini* 

and  affections  to  the  divine,  are  not  more  than  bcr  of  those  who  abuse  power.     Their  own 

necessary,  in  order  to  build  up  that  wonderful  approbation  of  their  own  acts  has  to  them  the 

structure,  Man ;  whose  prerogative  it  is,  to  be  appearance    of  a   public  judgment  in  their 

m  a  great  degree  a  creature  of  his  own  ma-  favour.    A  perfect  democracy  is  therefore  the  • 

king ;  and  who  when  made  as  be  ought  to  bo  most  shameless  thing  in  the  world.    As  it  is 

made,  is  destined  to  hold  no  trivial  place  int  he  the  most  shameless,  it  is  also  the  most  fear^ 

creation.    But  whenever  man  b  put  over  men,  less.    No  man  apprehends  in  hia  person  he 

as  the  better  nature  ought  ever  to  preside,  in  can  be  made  subject  to  punishment.    Cer- 

that  case  more  particularly, he  should  as  nearly  tainly  the  people  at  large  never  ought:  for  as 

as  possible  be  approximated  to  his  perfection,  all  p'mishmenta  are  (or  example  towanis  the 
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eonsenraticMi  of  tbo  people  at  large,  the  people  possessors  and  life^renters  in  it,  unmindful  of 

at  large  can  never  become  the  subject  of  pu-  what  they  have  received  from  their  ancestors 

nishment  by  any  human  hand.*     It  is  there-  or  of  what  is  due  to  their  posterity,  should  act 

lore  of  infinite  importance  that  they  should  not  as  if  they  were  the  entire  masters  ;  that  they 

be  suffered  to  imagine  that  thoir  will,  any  should  not  think  it  among  their  rights  to  cut 

more  than  that  of  kings,   is  the  standard  of  off  the  entail,  or  commit  waste  on  the  inheri- 

right  and  wront;.    They  ought  to  be  persuaded  tance,  by  destroying  at  their  pleasure  the  whole 

tlyiit  they  are  full  as  little  entitled,   and  far  original  fabric  of  their  society ;  hazarding  to 

less  qualified,  with  s^ety  to  themselves,  to  use  leave  to  those  who  come  after  them,  a  ruin 

■ny  arbitrary  power  whatsoever ;  that  therefore  instead  of  an  habitation — and  teaching  these 

tbey  are  not,  under  a  false  shew  of  liberty,  successors  as  little  to  respect  their  contrivances, 

but,  in  truth,  to  exercise  an  unnatural  inverted  as  they  had  themselves  respected  the  instilu- 

domination,  tyrannically  to  exact,  from  those  tions  d*  their  forefathers.  By  ^his  unprincipled 

who  officiate  in  the  state,  not  an  entire  dcvo-  facility  of  changing  the  slate  as  oflen,  and  as 

tion  to  thoir  interest,  which  is  their  right,  but  much,  and  in  as  many  ways  as  there  are  floa- 

an  abject  submission  to  their  occasional  will ;  ting  fancies  or  fashions,  the  whole  chain  and 

extinguishing  thereby,  in  all  those  who  serve  continuity  of  the  commonwealth  would    be 

them,  all  moral  principle,  all  sense  of  dignity,  broken.    No  one  generation  could  link  with 

all  use  of  judgment,  and  all  consistency  of  the  other.    Men  would  become  little  better 

character,  whilst  by  the  very  same  process  they  than  the  flies  of  a  summer.           * 

give  themselves  up  a  proper,  a  suitable,  but  a  And  first  of  all,  the  science  of  jurisprudence, 

most  contemptible  prey  to  the  servile  ambition  t>ie  pride  of  the  human  intellect,  which,  with 

of  popular  sycophants  or  courtly  flatterers.  all  its  defects,  redundancies,  and  errours,  is 

When  the  people  have  emptied  themselves  the  collected  reason  of  ages,  combining  the 

of  all  the  lust  of  selfish  will,  which  without  principles  of  original  justice  with  the  in6nite 

religion   it  is  utterly    impossible    they  ever  variety  of  human  concerns,  as  a  heap  of  old 

should,  when  they   are  conscious  that  they  exploded  errours,  would  be  no  longer  studied, 

exercise,  and  exercise  perhaps  in  a  higher  link  Personal  self-sufficiency  and  arrogance  (the 

of  the  order  of  delegation,  the  power,  which  certain  attendants  upon  all  those  who  have 

to  be  legitimate  must  be  according  to  that  never  experienced  a  wisdom  greater  than  their 

eternal  immutable  law,  in  which  will  and  rea-  own)  would  usurp  the  tribunal.    Of  course, 

son  are  the  same,  they  will  bo  more  careful  no  certain  laws,  establishing  invariable  grounds 

how  they  place  power  in  base  and  incapable  of  hope  and  fear,  would  keep  the  actions  of 

hands.     In  their  nomination  to  office,  tliey  men  in  a  certain  course,  or  direct  them  to  a 

will  not  appoint  to  the  exercise  of  authority,  certain  end.    Nothing  stable  in  the  modes  of 

as  to  a  pitiful  job,  but  as  to  a  holy  function ;  holding  property,  or  exercismg  function,  could 

not  according  to  their  sordid  selfish  interest,  form  a  solid  ground  on  which  any  parent  could 

nor  to  their  wanton  caprice,  nor  to  their  arbi-  speculate  in  the  education  of  his  offspring,  or 

trary  will ;   but  they  will  confer  that  power  in  a  choice  for  their  future  establishment  in 

(which  any  man  may  well  tremble  to  give  or  the' world.     No  principles  would  be  early 

to  receive)  on  those  only,  in  whom  they  may  worked  into  the  habits.    As  soon  as  the  most 

discern  that  predominant  proportion  of  active  able   instructor  had  completed  his  laborious 

▼irtue  and  wisdom,  taken  together  and  fitted  course  of  institution,  instead  of  sending  forth 

to  the  charge,  such,  as  in  the  great  and  ine-  his  pupil,  accomplished  in  a  virtuous  disci^ 

vitable  mixed  mass  of  human  imperfections  pline,  fitted  to  procure  him  attention  and  re- 

and  infirmities,  is  to  be  found.  spect,  in  his  place  in  society,  he  would  find 

When  they  are  habitually  convinced  that  no  every  thing  altered ;  and  that  he  had  turned 

evil  can  be  acceptable,  either  in  the  act  or  the  out  a  poor  creature  to  tlie  contempt  and  deri- 

permission,    to  him  whose  essence  is  good,  sion  of  the  world,  ignorant  of  the  true  grounds 

they  will  be  better  able  to  extirpate  out  of  the  of  estimation.    Who  would  insure  a  tender 

minds  of  all  magistrates,  civil,  ecclesiastical,  and  delicate  sense  of  honour  to  beat  almost 

or  military,  anything  that  bears  the  least  re-  with  the  first  pulses  of  the  heart,  when  no 

semblance  to  a  proud  and  lawless  domination,  man  could  know  what  would  be  the  test  of 

But  one  of  the  first  and  most  leading  prin-  honour  in  a  nation,  continually  vailing  the 

ciples  on  which  the  commonwealth  and  the  standard  of  its  coin?   No  part  of  life  woaU 

laws  are  consecrated,  is  lest  the  temporary  retain  its  acquisitions.    Barbarism  with  regard 

to  science  and  literature,  unskilfulnens  with 

^  (^uicquid  multis  peccatur  inultum.         ,  regard  to  arts  and  manufactures,  would  infalli- 
Voi..  I.— 32 
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Uy  fucceed  to  the  waLt  of  &  steady  education  to  separate  and  tear  asundw  the  bands  of  thdi 

and  settled  principle ;  and  thus  the  commoiH  subordinate  cooununity,  and  to  disadve  it  uilo 

wealth  itself  would,  in  a  few  generations,  an  unsocial,  uncivil,  unconnected  chaos  of 

crumble  away,  be  disconnected  into  the  dust  elementary  prineiples.    It  is  the  first  and  n^ 

and  powder  of  individuality,  and  at  length  dis*  preme  necessity  only,  a  necessity  that  is  not 

persed  to  all  the  winds  of  heaven.  chosen,  but  choose,  a  necessity  paramount  to 

To  avoid  therefore  the  evils  of  inconstancy  deliberation,  that  admits  no  discumion,  aad 

and  versatility,  ten  thousand  times  worse  than  demands  no  evidence,  which  alone  can  justify 

those  of  obstinacy  and  tlie  blindest  prejudice,  a  resort  to  anarchy.    Thb  necessity  is  no 

we  have  consecrated  the  state,  that  no  man  exception  to  the  nde ;  because  this  necessity 

should  approach  to  look  into  its  defects  or  cor-  itself  is  a  part  too  of  that  moral  and  physical 

ruptiofls  but  with  due  caution ;  that  he  should  disposition  of  things  to  which  man  must  be 

never  dream  of  beginning  its  reformation  by  obedient  by  consent  of  force;  but  if  that  which 

its  subversion  ;  that  ho  should  approach  to  the  is   only  submission   to  necessity    diould  be 

faults  of  the  state  as  to  the  wounds  of  a  father,  made  the  object  of  choice,  the  law  is  broken, 

with  pious  awe  and  trembling  solicitude.    By  nature  is  disobeyed,  and  the  rebellious  are 

this  wise  prejudice  we  are  taught  to  look  with  outlawed,   cast  forth,   and  exiled,   fipom  this 

horrour  on  those  children  of  their  country  who  worki  of  reason,  and  order,  aqd  peace,  and 

are  prompt  rashly  to  hack  that  aged  parent  in  virtue,  and  fruitful  penitence,  into  the  antago> 

pieces,  and* put  him  into  the  kettle  of  magi-  nistworklof  madness,  discord,  vice, confiisioo, 

cians,  in  hopes  that  by  their  poisonous  weeds,  and  unavailing  sorrow. 

and  wild  incantations,  they  may  regenerate         These,  my  dear  Sir,  are,  were,  and  I  think 

the  paternal  constitution,  and  renovate  their  long  will  be,  the  sentiments  of  not  the  least 

father's  life.  learned  and  reflecting  part  of  this  kingdom. 

Society  is  indeed  a  contract.    Subordinate  They  who  are  included  in  this  descriptioB, 

contracts  for  objects  of  mere  occasional  into-  form  their  opinions  on  such  grounds  as  soch 

rest  may  be  dissolved  at  pleasure — but  the  persons  ought  to  form  them.    The  less  inqui- 

state  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  nothing  ring  receive  them  from  an  authority,  wbidi 

better  than  a  partnership  agreement  in  a  trade  those  whom  Providence  dooms  to  live  on  tnat 

of  pepper  and  coffee,  calico  or  tobacco,  or  need  not  be  ashamed  to  rely  on.     These  two 

some  other  such  low  concern,  to  be  taken  up  sorts  of  men  move  in  the  same  directkn, 

for  a  little  temporary  interest,  and  to  be  dis-  though  in  a  different  place.     They  both  move 

solved  by  the  fancy  of  the  parties.    It  is  to  be  with  the  order  of  the  universe.    They  all  knov 

looked  on  with  other  reverence ;  because  it  is  or  feel  this  great  ancient  truth :   "  Q.uod  illi 

not  a  partnership  in  things  subservient  only  to  principi  et  praapotenti  Deo  qui  omnem  buK 

the  gross  animal  existence  of  a  temporary  and  mundum  regit,  nihil  eorum  quae  quidem  fiaat 

perishable  naturo.    It  is  a  partnership  in  all  in  terris  acceptius  quam  concilia  et  caetns 

science ;  a  partnership  in  all  art ;  a  partner-  horainum  jure   sociati  que  civitates  appefr^ 

ship  in  every  virtue,  and  in  all  perfection.  As  lantur."     They  take  this  tenet  of  the  head 

the  ends  of  such  a  partnership  cannot  be  ob-  and  heart,  not  from  the  great  name  which  k 

lained  in  many  generations,  it  becomes  a  part-  immediately  bears,  nor  from  the  greater  froia 

n<|?hip  not  only  between  those  who  are  living,  whence  it  is  derived ;  'not  from  that  which  alons 

but  between  those  who  are  living,  those  who  can  give  true  weight  and  sanction  to  aay 

are  dead,  and  those  who  are  to  be  born.  Each  lesuned  opinion,  the  common  nature  and  oooe 

contract  of  each  particular  state  is  but  a  clause  mon  relation  of  men.     Persuaded  that  aE 

in  the  great  primaeval  contract  of  eternal  soci-  things  ought  to  be  done  with  reference,  ud 

ety,  linking  the  lower  with  the  higher  natures,  referring  all  to  the  point  of  reference  to  which 

connecting  the  visible  and    invisible   world,  all  should  be  directed,  they  think  themsehei 

according  to  a  fixed  compact  sanctioned  by  the  bound,  not  only  as  individuals  in  the  sanctiiaiy 

inviolable  oath  which  holds  all  physical  and  all  of  the  heart,  or  as  cotigregated  in  that  person) 

moral  natures,  each  in  their  appointed  place,  capacity,  to  renew  the  memory  of  their  high 

This  law  is  not  subject  to  the  will  of  those,  origin  and  cast ;  but  also  in  their  corporals 

who  by  an  obligation  above  them,  and  infi-  character  to  perform  their  national  homage  la 

nitely  sOperiour,  are  bound  to  submit  their  the   institutor,  and   author  and   protector  of 

will  to  that  law.    The  municipal  corporations  civil  society;  without  which  civil  socie^  mas 

of  that  universal  kingdom  are  not  morally  at  could  not  by  any  possibility  arrive  at  the  pM^ 

liberty  at  their  pleasure,  and  on  their  specu-  fection  of  which  his  nature   is  capabls.  atr 

'ations  of  a  contingent  improvement,  wholly  even  make  a  remote  and  faint  apivtMcfa  to  t 
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They  conceive  that  He  who  gave  our  nature  their  church  establishment  as  convenient|  bdt 

to  be  perfected  by  our  virtue,  willed  also  the  as  essential  to  their  state  ;  not  as  a  thing  he> 

necessary  means  of  its  perfection.— He  willed  terogeneous  and  separable ;  something  added 

therefore  the  state — ^He  willed  its  connection  for  accommodation ;  what  they  may  either  keep 

with  the  source  and  original  ardietype  of  all  or  lay  aside,  according  to  their  temporary  ideas 

perfection.     They  who  ore  convinced  of  this  of  convenience.    They  consider  it  as  the  fixin* 

his  will,  which  is  the  law  of  laws,  and  the  dation  of  their  whole  constitution,  with  which, 

B»vereign  of  sovereigns,  cannot  think  it  re-  and  with  every  part  of  which,  it  holds  an  indis- 

■rehensible  that  this  our  corporate  fealty  and  soluble  union.  Church  and  state  are  ideas  inso* 

wmage,  that  this  our  recognition  of  a  signiory  parable  in  their  minds,  and  scarcely  is  the  one 

paramount,  I  had  almost  said  this  oblation  of  ever  mentioned  without  mentioning  the  other, 

th^  state  itself,  as  a  worthy  offering  on  the  Our  education  is  so  formed  as  to  confirm 

high  altar  of  universal  praise,  should  be  per-  and  fix  this  impression.    Our  education  is  in 

formed  as  all  public  solemn  acts  are  perfonned,  a  manner  wholly  in  the  hands  of  ecclesiastics, 

in  buildings,   in    music,   in   decorations,  in  and  in  all  stages  from  infancy  to  manhood, 

speech,  in  the  dignity  of  persons,  according  to  Even  when  our  youth,  leaving  schools  and 

the  customs  of  mankind,  taught  by  their  na-  universities,  enter  that  most  important  period 

ture !    that  is,  with  modest  splendour,  with  of  life  which  begins  to  link  experience  and 

unassuming  state,  with  mild  majesty  and  sober  study  together,  and  when  with  that  view  they 

pomp.    For  those  purposes  they  think  some  visit  other  countries,  instead  of  old  domestics 

part  of  the  wealth  of  the  country  is  as  usefully  whom  we  have  seen  as  gnviTnours  to  principal 

empbyed  as  it  can  be,  in  fomenting  the  luxury  men  firom  other  parts,  tlircvfuunlis  of  those 

of  individuals.    It  is  the  public  (Htiament.    It  who  go  abroad  with  our  young  nobility  and 

is  the  public  consolation.    It  nourishes  the  gMitlemen  are  ecclesiastics  ;  not  as  austere 

public  hope.    The  poorest  man  finds  his  own  masters,  nor  as  mere  followers ;  but  as  firiends 

importance  and  dignity  in  it,  whilst  the  wealth  and  companions  of  a  graver  character,  and 

and   pride  of  individuals  at  every  moment  not  seldom  persons  as  well  bom  as  themselves, 

makes  the  man  of  humble  rank  siid  fortune  With  them,  as  relations,  tliey  most  comnKXily 

sensible  of  his  inferiority,  and  degrades  and  keep  up  a  close  connection  through  life.    By 

vilifies  his  condition.    It  is  for  the  man  in  this  connection  we  conceive  that  we  attach  our 

humble  life,  and  to  raise  his  nature,  and  to  gentlemen  to  the  church ;  and  we  liberalize  the 

put  him  in  mind  of  a  state  in  which  the  church  by  an  intercourse  with  tlie  leading  cha 

privileges  of  opulence  will  cease,  when  he  racters  of  the  country. 

win  be  equal  by  nature,  and  may  be  more  So  tenacious  are  we  of  the  old  ecclesiastical 

(ban  equal  by  virtue,  that  this  portion  of  the  modes  and  fashions  of  institution,  that  very 

general  wealth  of  his  country  is  employed  and  little  alteration  has  been  made  in  them  since 

sanctified.  the  fourteenth  or  fifteenth  century;  adhering 

I  assure  you  I  do  not  aim  at  singularity,  in  this  particular,  as  in  all  things  else,  to  our 

I  give  you  opinions  which  have  been  accepted  old  settled  maxim,  never  entirely  nor  at  once 

among  us,  from  very  early  times  to  this  mo-  to  depart  from  antiquity.    We  found  these  oU 

ment,  with  a  continued  and  general  appro-  institutions,  on  the  whole,  favourablo  to  mx^ 

bation,  and  which  indeed  are  so  worked  into  rality  aixl  discipline ;  aixi  we  thought  they 

my  mind,  that  I  am  unable  to  distinguish  what  were  susceptible  of  amendment,  without  at- 

I  have  learned  from  others  from  the  results  of  tcring  the  ground.     We   thought  that  they 

my  own  meditation.  were  capable  of  receiving  and  meliorating, 

It  is  on  some  such  principles  that  the  majo-  and  above  all  of  preserving,  the  accessions  of 

rity  of  the  people  of  England,  far  from  thinking  science  aixl  literatwe,  as  the  order  of  Provi- 

«  religious  national  establishment  unlawfiil,  dence  shoukl  successirely  produce  them.   And 

hardly  think  it  lawful  to  be  without  one.    In  after  all,  with  this  gothic  and  monkish  edu- 

France  you  are  wholly  mistaken  if  you  do  not  cation  (for  such  it  is  in  the  ground-work)  we 

believe  us  above  all  other  things  attached  to  it,  may  put  in  our  claim  to  as  ample  and  as  early 

and  beyond  all  other  nations ;  and  when  this  a  share  in  all  the  improvements  in  science,  in 

people  has  acted  unwisely  and  unjustifiably  in  arts,  and  in  literature,  which  have  illuminated 

its  favour  (as  in  some  instances  they  have  and  adorned  the  modem  world,  as  any  other 

done  most  certainly)  in  their  very  errours  you  nation  in  Europe ;  we  think  one  main  cause 

will  at  least  discover  their  zeal.  of  this  improvement  was  our  not  despising  the 

This  principle  nms  through  the  whole  sys-  patrimony  of  knowledge  which  was  left  us  bv 

mn  of  Uieir  poli^.    They  do  not  consider  our  forefiuhert. 
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It  ig  from  our  attachment  to  a  church  esta-  first  object  in  the  ecclesiastical  institution,  aal 

blishment  that  the   English  nation  did  not  in  all  institutions.    They  have  been  tau^, 

think  it  wise  to  entrust  that  great  fuciamentai  that  the  circumstance  of  the  gospel's  being 

Interest  of  the  whole  to  what  they  trust  no  part  preached  to  the  poor,  was  one  of  the  great  tesu 

of  their  ciril  or  military  public  senrice,  that  is,  of  its  true  mission.    They  think,  therefon, 

to  the  unsteady  and  precarious  contribution  of  that  those  do  not  believe  it,  who  do  not  take 

individuals.  They  go  further.    They  certainly  care  it  should  be  preached  to  the  poor.    But 

never  have  suffered  and  never  will  suffer  the  as  they  know  that  charity  is  not  confined  to 

fixed  estate  of  the  church  to  be  converted  into  any  one  description,  but  ought  to  apply  itself 

a  pension,  to  depend  on  the  treasury,  and  to  to  all  men  who  have  wants,  they  are  not  de> 

be  delayed,  withhekl,  or  perhaps  to  be  extin-  privod  of  a  due  and  anxious  sensation  of  pity 

guished  by  fiscal  difiSculties ;  which  difficuhies  to  the  distresses  of  the  miserable  great.   They 

may  sometimes  be  pretended  for  political  pur-  are  not  repelled  through  a  fastidious  delicacy, 

poses,  and  are  in  fact  often  brought  on  by  the  at  the  stench  of  their  arrogance  and  presmnf^ 

extravagance,  negligence,  and  rapacity  of  po-  tion,  from  a  medicinal  attention  to  their  men- 

liticians.    The  people  dC  England  tliink  that  tal  blotches  and  running  sores.      They  are 

they  have  constitutional  motives,  as  well  as  sensible,  that  religious  instruction  is  of  more 

religious,  against  any  project  of  turning  their  consequence  to  them  than  to  any  others;  from 

independent   clergy   into  ccclesia5ticai  pen-  the  greatness  of  the  temptatimi  to  which  thejr 

sioners   of  state.      They  tremble  for   their  are  exposed ;  fi^m  the  important  consequences 

liberty,  from  the  influence   of  a  clergy  do-  that  attend  their  faults ;  from  the  contagion  ct 

pendent  on  the  crown;  they  tremble  for  the  their  ill  example ;  from  the  necessity  of  bowing 

public  tranquillity  from  the  disorders  of  a  fac-  down  tho  staibom  neck  of  their  pride  and  am- 

tious  clergy,  if  it  were  made  to  depend  upon  bition  to  the  yoke  of  moderation  and  virtue ; 

any  other  than  the  crown.     They  therefore  fix>m  a  consideration  of  the  fat  stupidi^  anc 

made  their  church,  like  their  king  and  their  gross  ignorance  concerning  what  imports  men 

nobility,  independent.  most  to  know,  which  prevails  at  courts,  and  at 

From  tho  united  considerations  of  religion  the  head  of  armies,  and  in  sedates,  aa  much 

and  constitutional  policy,  firom  their  (pinion  as  at  the  loom  and  in  the  field.         • 

of  a  duty  to  make  a  sure  provision  for  the  con-  The  English  pe<^]e  are  satisfied,  that  to  the 

solation  of  the  feeble,  and  the  instruction  of  the  great  the  consolations  of  religion  are  aa  neces- 

ignorant,  they  have  incorporated  and  identi-  sary  as  its  instructions.    They  too  are  among 

fied  the  estate  of  the  church  with  the  mass  of  the  unhappy.    They  feci  personal  pain  and 

private  property ^  of  which  the  state  is  not  the  domestic  sorrow.    In  these  they  have  no  pri- 

|vroprietor,  either  for  use  or  dominion,  but  the  vilege,  but  are  subject  to  pay  their  full  oontin- 

guardian  only  and  the  regulator.    They  have  gent  to  the  contributions  levied  on  mortali^. 

ordained  that  the  provision  of  this  establish-  They  want  this  sovereign  balm  under  their 

ment  might  be  as  liable  as  the  earth  on  which  gnawing  cares  and  anxieties,  which  being  less 

it  stands,  and  ^oukl  not  fluctuate  with  the  conversant  about  the  limited  wants  of  animal 

Euripus  of  funds  and  actions.  life,  range  without  limit,  and  are  diversified  by 

The  men  of  England,  the  men,  I  mean,  of  infinite  combinations  in  the  wild  and  unboun- 

light  and  leading  in  England,  whose  wisdom  ded  regions  of  imagination.    Some  diaritaUe 

(if  they  have  any)  is  c^n-  and  direct,  would  dole  is  wanting  to  these,  our  often  very  un- 

be  ashamed,  as  of  a  silly  deceitful  trick,  to  happy  brethren,  to  fill  the  gloomy  void  that 

profess  any  religion  in  name,  which  by  their  reigns  in  minds  which  have  nothing  on  earth 

proceedings  tliey  appear  to  contemn.    If  by  to  hope  or  fear ;  something  to  relieve  in  the 

their  conduct  (the  only  language  that  rarely  killing  languor  and  over-laboured  lassitude  of 

lies)   they  seemed  to  regard  the  great  ruling  those  who  have  nothing  to  do ;  something  to 

principle  of  the  moral  and  the  natural  world,  as  excite  an  appetite  to  existence  in  the  palled 

a  mere  invention  to  keep  the  vulgar  in  obe-  aatie^  which  attends  on  aU  pleasures  which 

dience,  they  apprehend  that  by  such  a  conduct  may  be  bought,  where  nature  is  not  left  to  her 

they  would  defeat  the  politic  purp(»e  they  own  process,  where  even  desire  is  anticipated 

have  in  view.    They  wouU  find  it  difficult  to  and  therefore  fruition  defeated  by  meditated 

make  others  believe  in  a  system  to  which  they  schemes  and  contrivances  of  delight;  and  nr 

manifestly  gave  no  credit  themselves.    The  interval,  no  obstacle,  is  interposed  between  the 

Christian  statesmen  of  this  land  would  indeed  wish  and  the  accoroplishroent. 

first  provide  for  the  multitude ;  because  it  is  The  people  of  England  know  how  little  i» 

the  multitude ;  and  is  therefore,  as  such,  the  fiuenoe  the  teadiers  of  religion  are  likely  It 
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(Ukve  with  the  wealthy  and  powerful  of  long  sorocthbg  is  generally  so  enyployed.     It  is 

Ntanding,  and  how  much  less  with  the  newly  better  to  cherish  virtue  and  humanity,  by  lea- 

ortunate,  if  they  appear  in  a  manner  no  way  ving  much  to  dree  will,  oven  with  some  \am  to 

assorted  to  those  with  wh<Mn  they  must  asso-  the  object,  than  to  attempt  to  make  men  mer« 

eiate,  and  over  whom  they  must  even  exercise,  machines  and  instruments  of  a  political  bene* 

in  some  cases,  something  like  an  authority,  volence.    The  world  on  the  whole  will  gain  by 

What  must  they  think  of  that  body  of  teachers,  a  liberty,  without  which  virtue  cannot  exist, 

if  they  see  it  in  no  part  above  the  oslablish-  When  once  the  commonwealth  has  e«t»- 

ment  cf  their  domestic  servants  ?    If  the  po-  blished  the  estates  of  the  church  as  property, 

verty  were  voluntary,  there  might  m  some  it  can,  consistently,  hear  nothing  of  the  more  or 

difiereice.     Strong  instances  of  self-denial  the  less.    Too  much  and  too  little  are  treason 

operate  powerfully  on  our  minds ;  and  a  man  against  property.    What  evil  can  arise  fnun 

who  has  no  wants  has  obtained  great  freedom  the  quantity  in  any  hand,  whilst  the  supreme 

and  firmness,  and  even  dignity.    But  as  tho  authority  has  the  full,  sovereign,  superinteo* 

mass  of  any  description  of  men  are  but  men,  dence  over  this,  as  over  any  property,  to  pre- 

and  their  poverty  cann(A  be  voluntary,  that  vent  every  species  of  abuse  ;  and,  whenever  it 

disrespect  which  attends  upon  all  lay  poverty,  notably  deviates,  to  give  to  it  a  direction  agrec- 

will  not  depart  from  the  ecclcsiasticjil.    Our  able  to  the  purposes  of  its  institution, 

provident  constitution  has  therefore  taken  care  In  England  most  of  us  conceive  that  it  is 

vliat  those  who  are  to  instruct  presumptuous  envy  and  malignity  towards  those  who  are 

Ignorance,  those  who  are  to  be  censors  over  often  the  beginners  of  their  own  fortune,  and 

insolent  vice,  should  neither  incur  their  con-  not  a  love  of  the  self^lenial  and  mortification 

tempt,  nor  live  upon  their  alms ;  nor  will  it  of  the  ancient  church,  that  makes  some  look 

tempt  the  rich  to  a  neglect  of  the  Irue  medi-  askance  at  the  distinctions,  and  honours,  and 

cine  of  their  minds.   For  these  rea&ons,  whilst  revenues,  which,  taken  fi'om  no  person,  are 

we  provide  first  for  the  poor,  and  with  a  paren-  set  apart  for  virtue.     The  cars  of  the  people 

tal  solicitude,  wo  have  not  relegated  religion  of  England  are  distinguishing.      They  hear 

(like  something  wo  wsre  ashamed  to  shew)  thcfe  men  speak  broad.    Their  tongue  betrays 

lo  obscure  municipalities  or  rustic  villages,  them.    Their  language  is   in  the  p^^eit  of 

No !  we  will  have  her  to  exalt  her  mitred  fraud ;  in  the  cant  and  gibberish  of  hypocrisy, 

front  in  courts  and  parliaments.    We    will  The  people  of  England  must  think  so,  when 

have  her  mixed  throughout  tlie  whole  mass  of  these  praters  affect  to  carry  back  the  clergy  to 

life,  and  blended  with  all  the  classes  of  society,  that  primitive  evangelic  poverty,  which«  in  the 

The  p'^opleofEngland  will  shew  to  the  haughty  spirit,  ought  always  to  exist  in  them,  (and  in 

potentates  of  the  world,  and  to  their  talking  us  too,  however  we  may  like  it,)  bnt  in  the 

sophisters,  that  a  free,  a  generous,  an  informed  thing  must  be  varied,  when  the  relation  of  that 

nation,  honours  the  high  magistrates  of  its  body  to  the  state  is  altered ;  when  manners, 

church  ;  that  it  will  not  suflTer  the  insolence  of  when  noodes  of  life,  when  indeed  the  whole 

wealth  and  titles,  or  any  other  species  of  proud  order  of  human  affairs  has  undergone  a  total 

pretension,  to  look  down  with  scorn  upon  what  revolution.    We  shall  believe  those  reformers 

they  look  up  to  with  reverence ;  nor  presume  then  to  be  honest  enthusiasts,  not  as  now  we 

to  trample  on  that  acquired  personal  nobility,  think  them,  cheats  and  deceivers,  when  we 

which  they  intend  always  to  be,  and  which  see  them  throwing  their  ovm  goods  into  com 

often  is,  the  fruit,  not  the  reward,  (for  what  mon,  and  submitting  their  own  persons  to  tho 

can  be  tho  reward  ?)  of  learning,  piety,  and  austere  discipline  of  the  early  church, 

virtue.    They  can  se^,  without  pain  or  grud-  With  these  ideas  rooted  in  their  minds,  the 

ging,  an  archbishop  precede  a  duke.    They  can  commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  national 

SCO  a  bishop  of  Durham,  or  a  bishop  of  Win-  emergencies,  will  never  seek  their  resource 

Chester,  in  po&session  of  ten  thousand  pounds  from  the  confiscation  of  the  estates  of  tho 

a  year ;  and  cannot  conceive  why  it  is  in  church  and  poor.     Sacrilege  and  proscription 

worse  hands  than  estates  to  the  like  amount  in  are  not  among  the  ways  and  means  of  our 

the  hands  of  this  earl,  or  that  squire  ;  although  committee  of  supply.     The  Jews  in  Change 

it  may  be  true,  that  so  many  dogs  and  horses  Alley  have  not  yet  dared  to  hint  their  hopes  of 

are  not  kept  by  the  former,  and  fed  with  the  a  mortgage  on  the  revenues  belonging  to  the 

victuals  which  ought  to  nourish  the  children  of  see  of  Canterbury.    I  am  not  afraid  that  I 

the  people.    It  is  true,  the  whole  church  rove-  shall  be  disavowed,  when  I  assure  you,  that 

sue  is  not  always  employed,  and  to  every  shil-  there  is  not  one  public  man  in  tliis  kingdoa^ 

ling,  in  charity ;  nor  perhips  ought  it ;  but  whom  Toa  wouki  wish  to  quote ;  no  not  one  c/ 
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any  party  or  dascriptioo,  who  do«9  not  repro*  of  religion,  by  education,  and  by  the  plan 

bate  the  dishonest,  perfidious,  and  cruel  confis-  they  held  in  the  administration  of  its  funetionY 

cation  which  the  national  assembly  has  been  are  to  receive  the  remnants  of  the  properly  n 

compelled  to  make,  of  that  property  which  it  alms  from  the  profane  and  impioua  haods  of 

was  their  first  duty  to  protect.  those  who  had  plundered  them  of  all  the  rot ; 

It  is  with  the  exultation  of  a  little  national  to  receiye  (if  they  are  at  all  to  receive)  ant 

pride  I  tell  you,  that   those  among  us  who  from  the  charitable  contributions  of  the  &ith^it: 

have  wished  to  pledge  the  societies  of  Paris  but  fit>m  the  insolent  tenderness  of  kaown  ti< 

in  the  cup  of  their  abominations,  have  been  avowed  atheism,  the  maintenance  of  religio*. 

disappointed.    The  robbery  of  your  church  has  measured  out  to  them  on  the  standaxd  of  L^e 

proveid  a  security  to  the  possessions  of  ours,  contempt  in  which  it  is  held ;  and  for  the  pi^r* 

It  has  roused   the  people.     They  see  with  poee  of  rendering  those  who  receive  the  alk)«r- 

horrour  and  alarm  that  enormous  and  shame-  ance  vile,  and  of  no  estimation  in  the  eyes  of 

less  act  of  proscription.    It  has  opened,  and  mankind. 

will  more  anid  more  open,  their  eyes  upon  the         But  this  act  of  seizure  of  pioperty,  it  seenv, 

selfish  enlargement  of  mind,  and  the  narrow  is  a  judgment  in  law,  and  noC  a  confiacaticn. 

liberality  of  sentiment  of  insidious  men,  which,  They  have,  it  seems,  found  out  in  the  acade- 

commencing  in  close  hypocrisy  and  fraud,  have  mies  of  the  Pdaia  Royal,  and  the  JaeohnM, 

ended  in  open  violence  and  rapine.    At  home  that  certain  men  had  no  ri|ht  to  the  posses 

we  behold  similar  beginnings.    We  are  on  our  sions  which  they  held  under  l&w,  unge,  lbs 

guard  against  similar  conclusions.  decisions  of  courts,  and  the  accumulated  pre- 

I  hope  we  shall  never  be  so  totally  k}st  to  all  script  ion  of  a  thousand  yean.  They  say  that 
sense  of  t^ie  duties  imposed  upon  us  by  the  law  ecclesiastics  are  fictitious  peraone,  creatures  of 
of  social  union,  as,  upon  any  pretext  of  public  the  state,  whcmi  at  pleasure  ^y  may  desttoy, 
service,  to  confiscate  the  goods  of  a  single  and  of  course  limit  and  modify  in  every  par- 
unoffending  citizen.  Who  but  a  tyrant  (a  name  ticular;  that  the  goods  they  possess  are  not 
expressive  of  every  thing  whidi  can  vitiate  properly  theirs,  but  belong  to  the  stale  whid> 
and  degrade  human  nature)  could  think  of  created  the  'fiction ;  and  we  are  therefore  not 
seizing  on  the  property  of  men,  unaccused,  to  trouble  ourselves  with  what  they  may  M-Ter 
tmheard,  untried,  by  whole  descriptions,  by  in  their  natural  feelings  and  natwal  perw, 
hundreds  and  thousuids  together  ?  Who  that  on  acccount  of  what  is  done  tovrards  theni  ia 
had  not  lost  every  trace  of  humanity,  could  this  their  constructive  character.  Of  whtl 
think  of  casting  down  men  of  exalted  rajik  and  import  is  it,  under  what  names  you  injure  aiea, 
sacred  function,  some  of  them  of  an  age  to  call  and  deprive  them  of  the  just  emolumeuu  of  a 
at  ooco  for  reverence  and  compassion,  of  cas-  profession,  in  which  they  were  not  only  p(r> 
ting  them  down  from  the  highest  situation  in  mitted  but  encouraged  by  the  state  to  enpge ; 
the  commonwealth,  wherein  they  were  main-  and  upon  the  supposed  certainty  of  which 
tained  by  their  own  landed  property,  to  a  state  emoluments  they  had  formed  the  plan  of  tbeii 
of  indigence,  depression,  and  contempt?  lives,  contracted  debts,  and  led  mulviiui^es  lo 

The   confiscators   tnily  have  made   some  an  entire  dependence  upon  them  7 
allowance  to  their  victims  drom  the  scraps  and        You  do  not  imagine.  Sir,  that  I  am  piing  to 

fi-agments  of  their  own  tables,  from  whidi  they  compliment  the  miserable  distinction  of  per^ 

have  been  so  harshly  driven,  and  which  have  sons  with  any  long  discussion.   The  argumeots 

been  so  bountifully  spread  for  a  feast  to  the  of  tyranny  are  as  contemptible  as  its  force  is 

harpies  of  usury.     But  to  drive  men  from  dreadful.    Had  not  your  confiscators,  by  t'leir 

independence  to  live  on  alnui,  is  itself  great  early  crimes,  obtained  a  power  which  st^am 

craelty.     That  which  might  be  a  tolerable  indemnity  to  all  the  crimes  of  which  th^ha«t 

condition  to  men  in  one  state  of  life,  and  not  since  been  guihy,  or  that  they  can  coonni.  it 

habituated  to  other  things,  may,  when  all  these  is  not  the  syllogism  of  the  logician,  but  the  'isk 

circumstances  are  altered,  be  a  dreadful  revo-  of  the  executioner  that  wovdd  have  rcfn*ed  a 

otion ;  and  one  to  which  a  virtuous  mind  sophistry  which  becomes  an  aocom^tlios  of 

wookl    feel    pain   in  condemning   any  guilt,  thefl  and  murder.    The  schistic  tyrants  of 

except  that  which  would  demand  the  life  of  Paris  are  loud  in  their  declamations  against 

the  offender.    But  to  many  minds  this  punish-  the  departed  regal  tyrants,  who  in  former  agss 

ment  of  degradaHon  and  infamy  is  worse  than  have  vexed  tliu  world.    I'hey  are  thos  befci, 

death.    Undoubtedly  it  is  an  infinite  aggrava-  because  they  aro  kh  fo  fnMn  Jhe  dungeons  sad 

tion  of  this  cruel  suffering,  that  the  persons  iron  cages  of  their  old  masters.     S^U  we  bs 

who  were  taught  a  double  prejudice  in  favour  more  tender  of  the  tyrants  of  our  own  tii 
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ivlien  wa  see  them   acting  worse  tragedies  been  deprived  of  their  allowances  by  the  most 

mider  our  eyes?  shall  we  not  use  the  same  arbitrary  ministers,  in  the  most  arbitrary  times, 

liberty  that  they  do,  when  we  can  use  it  with  by  this  assembly  of  the  rights  of  men,  robbed 

the  same  safety  ?  when  to  speak  honest  truth  without  mercy.    They  were  told,  in  answer  to 

only  requires  a  contempt  of  the  opinion  of  their  claim  to  the  bread  earned  with  their 

those  whose  actions  we  abhor  ?  blood,  that  their  services  had  not  been  rendered 

This  outrage  on  all  the  rights  of  property  to  the  country  that  now  exists. 

was  at  Grst  covered  with  what,  on  the  system  This  laxity  of  public  faith  is  not  confined  to 

of  their  conduct,  was  the  most  astonishing  of  those  unfortunate   persons.     The  assembly, 

all  pretexts — a  regard  to  national  faith.    The  with  perfect  consistency  it  must  be  owned,  is 

eaemies  to  property  at  first  pretended  a  most  engaged  in  a  respectable  deliberation  how  &r 

tender,  delicate,  uid  scrupulous  anxiety  for  it  is  bound  by  the  treaties  made  with  other 

keeping  the  king's  engagements  with  the  pub-  nations  under  the  former  government,    and 

lie  creditor.     These  prc^essors  of  the  rights  of  their  committee  is  to  report  which  of  them 

men  are  so  busy  in  teaching  others,  that  they  they  ought  to  ratify,  and  which  not.    By  this 

have  not  leisure  to  learn  any  thing  themselves :  means  they  have  put  the 'external  fidelity  of 

otherwise  they  would  have  known,  that  it  is  to  this  virgin  state  on  a  par  with  its  internal, 

the  property  of  the  citizen,  and  not  to  the  do-  It  b  not  easy  to  conceive  upon  what  mtional 

mands  of  the  creditor  of  the  state,  that  the  first  principle  the  royal  government  should  not,  of 

and  original  faith  of  civil  society  is  pledged,  tlie  two,  rather  have  possessed  the  power  of 

The  claim  of  the  citizen  is  prior  in  time,  para-  rewarding  service,   and  making  treaties,  in 

mount  in  title,  superiour  in  equity.  The  fortunes  virtue  of  its  prerogative,  than  that  of  pledging 

ofindividuals,wbetherpo8sessed  by  acquisition,  to  creditors  the  revenue  of  the  state,  actual 

or  by  descent,  or  in  virtue  of  a  participation  and  possible.    The  treasure  of  the  nation,  of 

in  the  goods  of  some  community,  were  no  part  all  things,  has  been  the  least  allowed  to  the 

of  the  creditor's  security,  expressed  or  implied,  prerogative  of  the  king  of  France,  or  to  the 

They  never  so  much  as  entered  into  his  head  prerogative  of  any  king  in  Europe.    To  mort- 

when  he  made  his  bargain.    He  well  knew  gage  the  public  revenue  implies  the  sovereign 

that  the  public,  whether   represented  by  a  dominion,  in  the  fullest  sense,  over  the  pubUc 

monarch  or  by  a  senate,  can  pledge  nothing  purse.    It  goes  far  beyond  the  trust  even  of  a 

but  the  public  estate ;  and  it  can  have  no  public  temporary  and  occasional  taxation.    The  acts 

estate,  except  in  what  it  derives  from  a  just  howcver%f  that  dangerous  power  (the  distia^ 

and  proportioned  imposition  upon  the  citizens  tive  mark  of  a  boundless  despotism)  have  been 

at  large.    This  was  engaged,  and  nothing  else  alone  held  sacred.    Whence  arose  this  prefe- 

could  be  engaged  to  the  public  creditor.    No  rence  given  by  a  democratic  assembly  to  a 

man  can  mortgage  his  injustice  as  a  pawn  for  body  of  property  deriving  its  title  from  the 

his  fidelity.  most  critical  and  obnoxious  of  all  the  exertions 

It  is  impossible  to  avoid  some  observation  of  monarchical  authority?  Reason  can  furnish 

on  the  contradictions  caused  by  the  extreme  nothing  to  reconcile  inconsistency;  nor  can 

rigour  and  the  extreme  laxity  oDhis  new  pub-  partial  favour  be  accounted  for  upon  equitable 

lie  faith,  which  influenced  in  (ma  transaction,  principles.     But  the  contradiction  and  par- 

and  which   influenced  not  according  to  the  tiality  which  admit  no  justification,  are  not  the 

nature  of  the  obligation,  but  to  the  description  less  without  an  adequate  cause;  and  that  cause 

of  the  persons  to  whom  it  was  engaged.    No  I  do  not  think  it  difficult  to  discover, 

sots  of  the  old  government  of  the  kings  of  France  By  the  vast  debt  of  France  a  great  monied 

are  held  valid  in  the  national  assembly,  except  interest  has  insensibly  grown  up,  and  with  it  a 

its  pecuniary  engagements ;  acts  of  all  others  great  power.    By  the  ancient  usages  which 

of  the  mae.t  ambiguous  legality.    The  rest  of  prevailed  in  that  kingdom,  the  general  circu- 

the  acts  of  that  royal  government  are  considered  lation  of  property,  and  in  particular  the  mutual 

in  so  cdious  a  li^t,  that  to  have  a  daim  under  convertibility  of  land  into  money,  and  of  money 

its  authority  is  looked  on  as  a  sort  of  crime,  into  land,  had  always  been  a  matter  of  diffi- 

A  pension,  given  as  a  reward  for  service  to  culty.    Family  settlements,  rather  more  gene- 

the  state,  is  surely  as  good  a  ground  of  pro-  ral  and  more  strict  than  they  are  in  England, 

perty  as  any  security  for  money  advanced  to  the /us  rdraetuif  the  great  mass  of  landed  pro- 

tiie  state.    It  is  a  better ;  for  money  is  paid,  perty  held  by  the  crown,  and  by  a  maxim  of 

and  well  paid,  to  obtain  that  service.    We  the  French  law  held  unaliend>ly,   the  vist 

have  however  seen  multitudes  of  people  tmder  estates  of  the  ecclesiastic  corporations,-^!! 

Ihis  description  in  France,  who  never  had  these  had  kept  the  landed  and  monied  interests 
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moro  separated  in  France,  less  miscible,  and  rarely  averse  to  innovation.    Since  the  dadinc 

tlie  owners  of  the  two  distinct  species  of  pro-  of  the  life  and  greatness  of  Louis  the  Four* 

portj  not  so  well  disposed  to  each  other  as  they  teenth,  they  were  not  so  much  cultivated  either 

are  in  this  country.  by  him,  or  by  the  regent,  or  the  succcMort  l« 

The  moniod  property  was  long  looked  on  the   crown;    nor  were  they  engaged  to  the 

with  rather  an  evil  eye  by  the  people.     They  courts  by  favours  and  enx^ttmenls  so  syate- 

saw  it  connected  with  their  distresses,  and  matically  as  during  the  splendid  period  of  thai 

aggravating  thcin.    It  was  no  less  envied  by  ostentatious  and  not  impolitic  reign.     What 

the  old  landed  iutere.sts,  partly  for  the  same  they  lost  in  the  old  court  protection,  they  endear- 

reasons  that  rendered  it  obnoxious  to  the  peo-  vourcd  to   make  up  by  joining  in  a  sort  of 

pie,  but  much  more  fo  as  it  eclipsed,  by  the  incorporation  of  their  own;  to  which  the  two 

^ilendour  of  an  ostentatious  luxury,  the  uncn-  academics  of  France,  and  afterwards  the  vast 

dowed  pedigrees  and   naked  titles  of  several  undertaking  of  the  Encyclopaedia,  carried  oo 

among  the  nobility.    Even  when  the  nobility,  by  a  society  of  these  gentlemen,  did  not  a  little 

which  represented  the  more  permanent  landed  contribute. 

interest,  united  thenaselvcs  by  marriage  (which  The  literary  cabal  had  soma  years  ago 
sometimes  was  the  case)  with  the  other  do-  formed  something  like  a  regular  plan  for  the 
■cription,  the  wealth  which  saved  the  family  destruction  of  the  Christian  religixm.  This 
from  ruin,  was  supposed  to  contaminate  and  object  they  pursued  with  a  degree  of  zeal 
degrade  it.  Thus  the  enmities  and  heart-  which  hitherto  had  been  discovered  only  in 
burnings  of  those  parties  were  increased  even  the  propagators  of  some  system  of  piety.  They 
by  the  usual  moans  by  which  discord  is  made  were  possessed  with  a  spirit  of  proselytism  in 
to  cease,  and  quarrels  arc  turned  into  friend-  the  most  fanatical  degree ;  and  from  thence, 
■hip.  In  the  mean  time,  the  pride  of  the  by  an  easy  progress,  with  the  spirit  of  perse- 
wealthy  men,  not  noble  or  newly  noble,  in-  cution  according  to  their  means. "^  What  was 
creased  with  its  cause.  They  felt  with  retent-  not  to  be  done  towards  their  great  end  by  any 
ment  an  inferiority,  the  grounds  of  which  tliey  direct  or  immediate  act,  might  be  wrought  b) 
did  not  acknowledge.  There  was  no  measure  a  longer  process  through  the  medium  of  opt* 
to  which  they  were  not  willing  to  lend  them-  nion.  To  comnjand  tliat  opinion,  the  fint  step 
selves,  in  order  to  be  revenged  of  the  outrages  is  to  establish  a  dominion  over  those  who 
of  tliis  rival  pride,  and  to  e:^t  their  wealth  to  direct  it.  They  contrived  to  possess  them- 
what  they  considered  as  its  natural  pufik  and  selves,  with  great  method  and  perseverance, 
estimation.  They  struck  at  the  nobility  through  of  all  the  avenues  to  literary  fame.  Many  of 
the  crown  and  the  church.  They  attacked  them  them  indeed  stood  high  in  the  ranks  of  Uier»> 
particularly  on  tlie  side  on  which  they  thought  ture  and  science.  The  work!  had  done  them 
them  the  most  vulnerable,  that  is,  tlie  posses-  justice;  and  in  favour  of  general  talents  forgave 
sions  of  the  church,  which,  through  the  patron-  (he  evil  tendency  .of  their  peculiar  principles, 
age  of  the  crown,  generally  devolved  upon  the  This  was  true  liberality ;  which  they  returned 
nobility.  The  bishoprics,  and  the  great  com-  in  endeavouring  to  confine  the  reputation  of 
mendatory  abbies,  were,  with  few  exceptions,  sense,  leaminff,  and  taste  to  themselves  or 
held  by  that  order.  their  follower^  I  will  venture  to  say  that  this 

In  this  state  of  real,  though  not  always  per-  narrow,  exclusive  spirit  has  not  been  less  pre- 

Ctfived  warfare    between  the    noble   ancient  judicial  to  literature  and  to   taste,  than  to 

landed  interest,  and  the  new  monied  interest,  morals  and  true  philosophy.    These  atheistical 

the    greatest    because    the    most    applicable  fathers  have  a  bigotry  of  their  own ;  and  they 

strength  was  in  the  hands  of  the  latter.  .  The  have  learnt  to  talk  against  noonks  with  Um 

monied  interest  is  in  its  nature  more  tcady  for  spirit  of  a  monk.    But  in  some  things  they  art 

any  adventure;  and  its  possessors  more  di»-  men  of  the  world.    The  resources  of  intrigiia 

posed  to  new  enterprises  of  any  kind.    Being  are  called  in  to  supply  the  defects  of  argument 

of  a  recent  acquisition,  it  falls  in  more  natu-  and  wit.    To  this  system  of  literary  monopoly 

rally  with  any  novelties.     It  is  therefore  the  was  joined  an  unremitting  industry  to  blacken 

kind  of  wealth  which  will  be  resorted  to  by  all  and  discredit  in  every  way,  and  by  every 

who  wish  for  change.  means,  all  those  who  did  not  hold  to  their 

Along  with  the  monied  interest,  a  now  de- 
scription of  men  had  grown  up,  with  whom  that  «^,    ,,  ,_        ^    ,  ..    - 

»..U.«»f«™«l.d«..™J»»rked  union;  .^^.^'^^.if  •r^''pV,"f„°/;SS..''Shr,;2S 

I  mean  the  political  men  of  letters.    Men  of  here  and  there,  were  inserted,  on  his  readio| 

letters,  fond  of  distinguishing  themselves,  are  the  manuscript,  by  my  lost  son 
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betion.     To  those  who  have  observed   Uie  As  iheso  two  kinds  of  men  appear  principal 

«pirit  of  their  conduct,  it  has  long  been  clear  leaders  in  all  the  late  transactions,  their  juno- 

that  nothing  was  wanted  but  (he  power  of  car^  tion  and  politics  will  serve  to  account,  not  upon 

rying  the  intolerance  of  the  tongue  and  of  the  any  principles  of  law  or  policy,  but  as  a  ooatm 

pen  into  a  persecution  which  would  strike  at  for  the  general  fury  with  \^ich  all  the  landed 

property,  liberty,  and  life.  property  of  ecclesiastical  corporations  has  been 

The  desultory  and  &int  persecution  carried  attacked ;  and  the  great  care  which,  contrary 

on  against  them,  more  from  compliance  with  to  their  pretended  principles,  has  been  taken, 

form  and  decency  than  with  serious  resent-  of  a   monied   interest   originating   from   the 

inent,   neither  weakemd  iliolr  strength,  nor  authority  of  the  crown.    All  the  envy  against 

rolaxed  their  efforLs.     Thn  is!<ue  of  the  whole  wealth  and    power,  was  artificially  directed 

was,  that  what  with  opposition,  and  what  with  against  other  descriptions  of  riches.    On  what 

luccess,  a  violent  and  malignant  zeal,  of  a  kind  other  principle  llian  that  which  I  have  stated 

hitherto  unknown  in  the  world,  had  taken  an  can  we  account  for  an  appearance  so  extraor« 

entire  possession  of  their  minds,  and  rendered  dinary  and  unnatural  as  that  of  the  ecclesias- 

their  whole  conversation,which  otherwise  would  tical  possessions,  which  had  stood  so  many 

have  been  pleasing  and  instructive,  perfectly  successions  of  ages   and  shocks   of  civil  vio- 

disgusting.     A  spirit  of  cabal,  intrigue,  and  lences,  and  were  guarded  at  once  by  justice} 

proselytifim,  pervaded  all  their  thoughts,  words,  and  by  prejudice,  being  applied  to  the  payment 

and  actions.    And,  as  controversial  zeal  soon  of  debts,  comparatively  recent,  invidious,  and 

turns  its  thouj^hts  on  force,  they  began  to  insi-  contracted  by  a  decried  and  subverted  govem- 

nuate  themselves  into  a  correspondence  with  ment  ? 

foreign  princes ;  in  hopes,  through  their  auUio-  Was  the  public  estate  a  sufficient  stake  for 

rity,  which  at  first  they  flattered,  they  might  the  public  debts  ?    Assume  (iiat  it  was  not 

bring  about  the  changes  they  had  in  view.    To  and  that  a  loss  tnuat  be  incurred  somewhere^^ 

them  it  was  indill'Tcnt  whether  these  changes  When  the  only  estate  lawfully  possessed,  and 

were  to  be  accomplished  by  the  thunderbolt  of  which  the  contracting  parties  had  in  contem- 

despotism,  or  by  the  earthquake  of  popular  plation  at  the  time  in  which  their  bargain  was 

commotion.    The  correspondence  between  this  made,  happens  to  (ail,  who,  accorduig  to  the 

cabal  and  the  late  king  of  Prussiai  will  throw  principles  of  natural  and  legal  equity,  ought 

no  small  light  upon  the  spirit  of  all  their  pro-  to  be  the  sufferer?    Certainly  it  ought  to  be 

ceedings.'*'    For  the  same  purpose  for  which  either  the  party  who  trusted,  or  the  party  who 

they  intrigued  with  princes,  they  cultivated,  in  persuaded  him  to  trust;  or  both ;  and  not  thira 

a  distinguished  manner,  the  monied  interest  of  parties  who  had  no  concern  with  tlie  transac- 

France;  and  partly  through  the  means  furnished  tion.    Upon  any  insolvency  they  ought  to  su^ 

by  those  whose  peculiar  offices  gave  them  the  fer  who  were  weak  enough  to  lend  upon  bad 

most  extensive  and  certain  means  of  communi-  security,  or  they  who  fraudulently  held  out  a 

cation,  they  carefully  occupied  all  the  avenues  security  that  was  not  valid.     Laws  are  ao- 

to  opinion.  quaint^  with  no  other  rules  of  decision.    But 

Writers,  especially  when  they  act  in  a  body,  by  the  new  institute  of  the  rights  of  men,  the 

and  with  one  direction,  have  great  influence  on  only  persons,  who  in  equity  ought  to  suflTer, 

the  public  mind ;  the  alliance  therefore  of  these  are  the  only  persons  who  are  to  be  saved  ham^ 

>vriter8  with  the  monied4nterost,f  had  no  small  less :  tliose  are  to  answer  the  debt  who  neither 

eflTect  in  removing  the  popular  odium  and  envy  were  lenders  nor  borrowers,   mortgagers  nor 

which  attended  that  species  of  wealth.     These  mortf^ees. 

writers,  like  the  propagators  of  all  novelties,  What  had  the  clergy  to  do  with  tliese  transao- 

pretended  to  a  great  zeal  (or  the  poor,  and  the  tions  ?    What  had  Uiey  to  do  with  any  public 

lowcr  orders,  whilst  in  their  satires  they  rende-  engagement  further  than  the  extent  of  tlieir  own 

red  hateful,  by  every  exaggeration,  the  faults  of  debt .'    To  that,  to  be  sure,  their  estates  wore 

courts,  of  nobility,  and  of  priesthood.    They  bound  to  the  last  acre.    Nothing  can  lead  more 

became  a  sort  of  demagogues.     They  served  'o  the  true  spirit  of  the  assembly,  which  sits 

as  a  link  to  imite,  in  favour  bf  one  object,  obnoxi-  for  public  confiscation,  with  its  new  equity,  and 

ous  wealth  to  restless  and  desperate  poverty.  its  new  morality,  than  an  attention  to  their  pro- 
ceeding with  regard  to  (his  debt  of  the  clergy. 

•  I  do  not  choose  to  shock  the  feelmg  of  the  The  bwly  ofcon&cator8,tnje  to  that  monied  in- 
moral  reader  with  any  quotaUon  of  their  vulgar,  terest  for  which  they  were  false  to  every  other, 
base,  and  profane  lanffuage.                                    .        e      j.ui ...:^i       J 

t  Their  connection  'with  Turgot  and  almost  ^''^  ^"^"^  ^^  «*«W  conapelent  to  mcur  a  legal 

lU  the  people  of  the  finance  debt.    Of  cou>^  they  declared  tliein  legally 
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9ntiUed  to  tho  property  which  their  power  of  tion  of  such  persons,  and  the  confiscation  of  diai 

incurring  the  debt  and  mortgaging  the  estate  effects,  without  indignation  and  horrour  ?    Hs 

implied ;  recognising  the  ri^ts  of  those  perse-  is  not  a  man  who  does  not  feel  such  emotioM  m 

cuted  citizens,  in  the  very  act  in  which  they  such  occasions.    He  does  not  detenretlMBMN 

were  thus  grossly  violated.  of  a  free  man  who  "will  not  expraia  them. 

If,  as  I  said,  any  persons  are  to  make  good        Few  barbarous  c<mquerours  have  ever  madi 

deficiencies  to  the  public  creditor,  besides  the  so  terrible  a  revolution  in  property.  Nooeoftfafi 

public  at  large,  they  must  be  those  who  ma-  heads  of  the  Roman  factions,  when  they  esl*> 

naged  tlio  agreement.    Why  therefore  are  not  blished  "  eniddetn  Ulam  haatam**  in  aU  their 

the  estates  of  all  the  comptrollers  general  con-  auctions  of  rapine,  have  ever  set  i^  to  sale  the 

focated  1*    Why  not  those  of  the  long  succcsh  goods  of  the  conquered  citizen  to  such  an  enor^ 

sion  of  ministers,  financiers,  and  bankers  who  mmis  amount.    It  must  be  alkvwed  in  &vour 

have  been  enriched  whilst  the  nation  was  im-  of  those  tyrants  of  antiquity,  that  vrhat  was 

poverished  by  their  dealings  and  their  counsels  ?  done  by  them  could  hardly  be  said  to  be  done 

Why  is  not  the  estate  of  Mr.  Laborde  declared  in  cold  blood.    Their  passions  were  infcimed, 

forfeited  rather  than  of  the  archbishop  of  Paris,  dieir  tempers  soured,  their  understandings  coo- 

who  has  had  nothing  to  do  in  the  creation  or  in  fused,  with  the  spirit  of  revenge,  with  the  in- 

the  jobbing  of  the  public  funds  ?    Or,  if  you  numerable  reciprocated  and  recent  inflictiaoi 

must  confiscate  old  landed  estates  in  favour  of  and  retaliations  of  blood  and  rapine.    They 

the  money-jobbers,  why  is  the  penalty  confined  were  driven  beyond  all  bounds  of  moderatioe 

to  one  description?    I  do  not  know  whether  by  the  apprehension  of  the  return  of  power  wi& 

the  expenses  of  the  duke  de  Choiscul  have  lefl  the  return  of  property,  to  the  families  of  tboss 

any  thing  of  the  infinite  sums  which  he  had  they  had  injured  beyond  all  hopeof  fbrgiveaos. 
derived  from  the  bounty  of  his  master,  during        These  Roman  confiscators,  who  were  yet 

the  transactions  of  a  reign  which  contributed  only  in  the  elements  of  tyranny,  and  wereaot 

largely,  by  every  sp>ecie8  of  prodigality  in  war  instructed  in  the  rights  of  men  to  exercise  all 

and  peace,  to  the  present  debt  of  France.    If  sorts  of  cruelties  on  each  other  without  prov»> 

any  such  remains,  why  is  not  this  confiscated  ?  cation,  thought  it  necessary  to  spread  a  sort  of 

I  remember  to  have  been  in  Paris  during  the  eolour  over  their  injustice.    They  considered 

time  of  the  old  government.    I  was  there  just  the  vanquished  party  as  coropoeed  of  traitors 

afler  the  duke  d'Aiguillon  had  been  snatched  vrho  had  borne  arms,  or  (^erwise  had  acted 

(as  it  was  generally  thought)  from  the  block  with     hostility  against    the    commonwealth, 

by  the  hand  of  a  protecting  despotism.    He  They  regarded  them  as  persons  who  had  fbp> 

was  a  minister,  and  had  some  concern  in  the  feited  their  property  by  their  crimes,     With 

affairs  of  that  prodigal  period.    Why  do  I  not  you,   in  your  improved  state  of  the  huDoaa 

see  his  estate  delivered  up  to  the  municipalities  mind,  there  was  no  such  formality.    You  seized 

in  which  it  is  situated?    The  noble  family  of  upon  five  millions  sterling  of  annual  rent,  aad 

Noailles  have  long  been  servants  (meritorious  turned  forty  or  fifly  thousand  human  creatnres 

servants  I  admit)  to  the  crown  of  France,  and  out  of  their  houses,  because  **  such  was  yov 

have  had  of  course  some  share  in  its  bounties,  pleasure."    The  tyrant  Harry  the  eighth  of 

Why  do  I  hear  nothing  of  the  application  of  England,  as  he  was  not  better  enlightened  thu 

their  estates  to  the  public  debt?    Why  is  the  the  Roman  Marius's  and  Sylla's,  and  had  not 

estate  of  the  duke  de  Rochefoucault  more  sa-  studied  in  your  now  schools,  did  not  know  what* 

cred  than  that  of  the  cardinal  de  Rochefou-  an  effectual  instrument  of  despotism  was  to 

cault  ?    The  former  is,  I  doubt  not,  a  worthy  bo    found  in  that  grand  magazine  of  oien- 

person ;  and  (if  it  were  not  a  sort  of  profane-  sive  weapons,  the  ri^ts  of  men.    Whm  he 

ness  to  talk  of  the  use,  as  affecting  the  title  to  resolved  to  rob  the  abbies,  as  the  dob  of 

property)  he  makes  a  good  use  of  his  revenues ;  Jacobins  have  robbed  all  the  ecdesiastici,  he 

but  it  is  no  disrespect  to  him  to  say,  what  began  by  setting  on  foot  a  commission  to  exa* 

authentic  information  well  warrants  me  in  say-  mine  into  the  crimes  and  abuses  which  pr^ 

ing,  that  the  use  made  <^  a  property  equally  vailed  in  those  communities.    As  it  might  bs 

valid,  by  his  brother  f  the  cardinal  archbbhop  expected,  his  commission  reported  tniths,  ca- 

of  Rouen,  was  far  more  laudable  and  far  more  aggerations,   and  falsehoods.    Bui    truly  of 

publio-spirited.    Can  one  hear  of  the  proscrip-  ftiisely  it  reported  abuses  and  ofiences.    How* 

ever,  as  abuses  might  be  corrected,  as  craiy 

♦  All  have  been  confiscated  in  their  turn.  crime  of  persons  does  not  infer  a  fotfeiturewi* 

t  Not  his  brother,  nor  any  near  relaUon ;  but  "g»™  ^  communities,  and  as  property,  ■ 

this  mistake  does  not  affect  the  argumenL  that  dark  age,  was  not  discorered  to  bt  a 
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creature  of  prejudice,  lU  thcw  abuses  (and  This  same  weallh,   which  is  at  all  timet 

there  were  enough   oT  them)    were  hvtlly  treason  and  le$e  nation  to  indigent  and  rapa- 

diought  sufficioit  ground  for  such  a  confisea-  cious  despotism,  under  all  modes  of  polity, 

tion  at  it  was  for  his  purposes  to  make.    He  was  your  temptation  to  violate  property,  law, 

thersibre  procured  the  fomud  surrender  of  these  and  religion,  united  in  one  object.    But  was 

estates.    All  these  operose  proceedings  were  the  state  of  France  so  wretched  and  undone, 

adopted  by  one  of  the  most  decided  tyrants  in  that  no  other  resource  but  rapine  remained  to 

the  rolls  of  history,  as  necessary  preliminaries,  preserve  its  existence  ?  On  this  point  1  wish  to 

before  he  could  venture,  by  bribing  the  mem-  receive  some  information.    When  the  states 

ben  of  his  two  servile  houses  with  a  share  of  met,  was  the  condition  of  the  finances  of  France 

the  spoil,  and  holding  out  to  them  an  eternal  such,  that,  afler  oeconomising  on  principles 

immunity  from  taxation,  to  demand  a  confir-  of  justice  and  mercy  through  all  defmrtments, 

mation  of  his  iniquitous  proceedings  by  an  act  no  fair  repartition  of  burthens  upon  all  the 

of  parliament.    Had  fate  reserved  him  to  our  orders  could  possibly  restore  them?  If  such  ao 

times,  four  technical  terms  would  have  done  equal  imposition  would  have  been  sufficient, 

his  business,  and  saved  him  all  this  trouble ;  you  well  know  it  might  easily  have  been  made, 

he  needed  nothing  more  than  one  short  form  of  Mr.  Necker,  in    the  budget  which   he  laid 

incantation — *^Phiio$oph/,  Light,  UberaUty,  before  the  orders  assembled   at  Versailles, 

the  Rights  of  Men."  made  a  detailed  exposition  of  the  state  of  the 

I  can  say  nothing  in  praise  of  those  acts  of  French  nation.*^         * 

tyranny,  which  no  voice  has  hitherto   ever  If  we  give  credit  to  him,  it  was  not  necet- 

commended  under  any  of  their  false  colours;  sary  to  have  recourse  to  any  new  impositions 

yet  in  these  fidse  colours  an  homage  was  paid  whatsoever,  to  put  the  roceipti  of  France  on 

by  despotism  to  justice.    The  power  which  a  balance  with  its  expenses.    He  stated  the^ 

was  above  all  fear  and  all  remorse  was  not  set  permanent  charge  of  all  descriptions,  indu- 

above  all  shame.    Whilst  shame  keeps  its  ding  the  interest  of  a  now  loan  of  four  hun- 

watch,  virtue  is  not  wholly  extinguished  in  the  dred  millions  at  531,444,000  livres  ;  the  fixed 

heart ;  nor  will  moderation  be  utterly  exiled  revenue  at  475,294,000,  making  the  deficiency 

from  the  minds  of  tyrants.  56,150,000,    or  short  of  2,200,000  sterling. 

I  believe  every  honest  man  sympathizes  in  But  to  balance  it,  he  brought  forward  savings 

his  reflections  with  our  political  poet  on  that  and  improvements  (^  revenue  (considered  as 

occasion,  and  will  pray  to  avert  the  omen  when-  entirely  certain)  to  rather  more   than    the 

ever  these  acts  of  rapacious  despotism  present  amount  of  that  deficiency;  and  ho  conchides 

themselves  to  his  view  or  his  imagination:  with  these  emphatical  words,  (p.  39,)  "  duel 

««  May  no  such  storm  P*^**  Messieurs,  que  celui,  oil,  sons  impdt$  et 

Fall  on  our  times,  where  ruin  must  reform.  »t«c  de  simples  objects  inapper  us,  on  peut 

Tell  me  (my   muse)  what   monstrous,    dire  faire  disparottre  un  deficit  qui  a  fait  tant  de 

olftnce,                 ^.   ,   ,      , .      ,  bruit  en  Europe.'*    As  to  the  reimbursement, 

What  crimes  could  any  Christian  kmg  mcans«  '^ 

To  such  a  rase  ?  WasH  luxury,  or  lust  f  _    .                   .                         ^    ^ 

Was  he  so  temperate,  so  chaste,  so  just  ?  J  *•"  "» tf^P  "'•  "f«on  can  be  known, 

Were  these  their  crimes  .>  they  were  his  own  5«*Ti*'  '****'  ^"^l?'  r*"^  ^^^  '^"1!*  "."*] 

much  more  *  Could  we  not  wake  Trom  that  lethargic  dream, 

But  wealth  is  crime  enough  to  him  that's  poor."*  ?"'  "*  be  restless  in  a  worse  extreme  ? 

And  for  that  lethargy  was  there  no  cure, 
But  to  be  cast  into  a  calenture  ? 

♦  Thereat  of  the  passage  is  this^—-  Can    knowledge   have  no  bound,   but   must 

"  Who  haviQg  spent  the  treasures  of  his  crown,  advance 

Condemns  iheir  luxury  to  foed  his  own.  So  far,  to  make  us  wish  for  ignorance  ? 

And  yet  this  act,  to  varnish  o*er  the  shame  And  rather  in  the  dark  to  grope  our  way, 

Of  sacrilege,  roust  bear  devotion's  name.  Than,  led  by  a  false  guide,  to  err,  by  day  ? 

No  crime  so  bold,  but  would  be  understood  Who  sees   these   dismal   heaps,   but   would 

k  real,  or  at  least  a  seeming  good  ;  demand, 

Who  (ears  not  to  do  ill,  yet  fears  the  name.  What  barbsroes  invader  sack'd  the  land  ? 

And,  free  from  conscience,  b  a  slave  to  fame.  But  when  he  hears,  no  Ooth,  no  Turk  did  bring 

Thus  he  the  church  at  ones  protecu,  and  spoils  i  This  desolation,  but  a  Chrutian  king; 

But  princes'  swords  are  sharper  than  their  When  nothing,  but  the  name  of  teal,  appears 

■tylcs.  Twixt  our  best  actions,  and  the  worst  or  theirs. 

And  thus  to  th>  ages  paM  he  makes  amends,  What  does  he  think  our  sacrilege  would  spars, 

Their  charity  destroys,  thr  Ir  faith  defends.  When  such  ih'  eflbcts  of  our  devotion  are  ?" 

Then  did  religion  in  a  lasy  cell,  Coona's  Hill,  bv  Sir  John  Dbnbaii. 

In  empty  aCry  contemplation  dwell ;  ♦  Rapport    de  Mens,  le  Directeur^Genera] 

And  like  the  block,  unmoved  lay :  but  oon,  des  Finances,  fait  par  ordre  du  Rot  a  Ver 

4s  much  too  active,  like  the  stork  devours,  sallies.    Mai  5, 1789. 
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the  sinking  of  debt,  and  the  other  gn*at  ob-  w»m  imposed ;  and  thetefere  it  would  not  hspt 

jects  of  public  credit  and  political  arrangeroeni  answered  iKe  re  J  purpu^  vfihe  maoafen. 

indicated  in  Monsieur  Neckcr's  speMh,  no  Pe<Uaps    perwns,    uuacquainted    with  tht 

doubt  could  be  entertained,  but  that  a  very  state  of  France,  oo  hearing  the  clergj  fliii 

moderate  and  proportioned  assessment  on  the  the  noblesse  were  privileged  in  point  of  m> 

citizens  without  distinction  would  liave  provi-  ation,  may  be  led  to  imagine,  \h»t  prer'.oas  to 

<lad  for  all  of  them  to  the  fullest  extent  of  their  the  revolution  these  bodies  had  con^nbutad 

demand.  nothing  to  the  state.    This  is  a  great  mKi*ake. 

If  this  representation  of  Mons.  Necker  was  They,  certainly    did  not  contribute   c  qi  ally 

&lse,  then  the  assembly  are  in  the  highest  with  each  other,  nor  either  of  them  equaJy 

degree  culpable  for  having  forced  the  king  to  with  the  commons.    They  both  however  cod- 

aocept  as  his  minister,  and  since  the  king's  tributed  largely.    Neither  nobility  nor  cK-gy 

deposition,  for  having  employed  as  <Acir  mints-  enjoyed   any  exemption  from   the   exci>9  on 

ter,  a  man  who  had  been  capable  of  abusing  so  consumable  commodities,  from  duties  of  cu»> 

notoriously  the  confidence  of  his  master  and  torn,  or  from  any  of  the  other  numerous  tmdif 

their  own ;  in  a  matter  too  of  the  highest  mo-  red  impositicma,  which  in  France,  as  well  as 

nent,  and  directly  appertaining  to  his  parti-  here,  make  so  very   large   a   proponicai  of 

cular  oflT.'.-i*.    But  if  the  representation  was  a)1  payments  to  the  public.      The  D'^bleass 

exact  (asliaving  always,  along  with  you,  con-  paid  tlie  capitation.    They  paid   al<"  a  huid 

ceived  a  hi^li  degree  oi^respect  for  Mr.  Neo-  tax,  called  the  twentieth  |>cnny,  to  the  heig^ 

ker,  I  make  nu  doubt  it  was)  then  what  can  sometimes  of  three,  sometimes  of  tour  sht**ingB 

be  said  in  favour  of  those,  who,  instead  of  in  the  pound;  both  of  them  direct  'v^yonikta 

moaerate,  reasonable,  and  general  cwitribution,  of  no  light  nature,  and  no  trivial  protfiKC.    The 

|iave  in  cold  blood,  and  impelled  by  no  neces-  clergy  of  the  provinces  annexed  bv  c\miueM 

sity,  had  recourse  to  a  partial  and  cruel  confis-  to  France,  (which  in  ext^t  make  ahout  an 

cation  ?  eighth  part  ol'the  whole,  but  in  weahh  a  much 

Was  that  contribution  refused  on  a  pretext  larger  proportion,)  paid  likewise  to  the  trajiita- 
qT  privilege,  either  on  the  part  of  the  clergy,  tion  and  the  twentieth  penny,  at  the  rafe  paid 
or  00  that  of  the  nobility  7  No,  certainly,  by  the  nobility.  The  clergy  in  tl»e  old  pr-^x-iii- 
As  to  the  clergy,  they  even  ran  before  the  ces  did  not  pay  the  capitaticm ;  but  the*,  bad- 
wishes  of  the  third  order.  Previous  to  the  redeemed  themselves  at  the  expense  r-f  rtboul 
meeting  of  the  states,  they  had  in  all  their  S4  millions,  or  a  little  more  than  a  miioo 
instructiotis  expressly  directed  their  deputies  sterling.  They  were  exempted  from  the 
to  renounce  every  immunity,  which  put  them  twentieths;  but  then  they  made  fr^a  »ifts; 
upon  a  footing  distinct  from  the  condition  of  they  contracted  debts  for  the  state:  and  ley 
their  fellow  subjects.  In  this  renunciation  the  were  subject  to  some  other  charges,  :he  »-  lid^ 
clergy  were  even  more  explicit  than  the  no-  computed  at  about  a  thirteenth  pa:t  oC  <heir 
bility.  clear  income.    They  ought  to  have  paiii  an- 

But  let  us  suppose  that  the  deficiency  had  nually  about  forty  tiKMisand  pounds  more,  to 

remained  at  the  66  millions,  (or  £.  %^2O0, 000  put  them  on  a  par  with  the  contribution  of  the 

sterling,^  as  at  first  stated  by  Mr.  Necker.  nobility. 

Lotus  allow  that  all  the  resources  he  opposed  When  the  terrours  of  this  tremendoO)  pn^ 

to  that  deficiency  were  impudent  and  ground-  scription  hung  over  the  clergy,  they  made  an 

less  fictions;  and  that  the  assembly  (or  their  offer  of  a  contribution,  through  the  ardibiahop 

lords  of  articles'*'  at  the  Jacobins)  were  from  of  Alx,  which,  for  its  extravagance,  ought  not 

thence  justified  in  laying  the  whole  burthen  to  have  been  accepted.    But  it  wms  evidently 

of  tJmt  deficiency  on  the  clergy, — ^yet  allowing  and  obviously  more  advantageous  to  the  publie 

all   this,  a  necessity  of  £2^00,000  sterling  creditor,  than  any  thing  which  couki  rati'inilly 

will  not  support  a  confiscation  to  the  amount  of  be  promised  by  the  confiscation.    Wh\  was 

five  miJions.    The  imposition  of£.2,(XX),000  it  not  accepted?    The  reason  is  plain-^Jiere 

on  tho  clergy,  as  partial,  woukl  have  been  wasnodesire  that  the  church  should  be  br  Might 

opireK^Nirs  and  unjust,  but  it  wodd  not  have  to  serve  the  state.    The  service  of  toe  state 

been  altogether  ruinous  to  those  on  whom  it  was  made  a  pretext  to  destroy  the  church.  In 

their  way  to  the  destruction  of  the  church  they 

^  In  the  constitution  of  Scotland,  during  the  would  not  srzuple  to  destroy  their  countnr:  and 

K.iu*!:*/„ft„.*.«?M°'i'^*  ?S  '?r  P"P*^'f  they  have  destroved  U.    One  great  end  in  the 

bills ;  and  none  could  pass,  but  those  previ-  i  ^        u  i.  *    u        j«iv_?  j    '^  .c      i 

3usly  approved  by  them.    This  committee  was  Pp®<^  "^^^^  *»ave  been  defeated,  if  the  pin 

called  lords  of  articles.  of  extortion  had  been  adopted  in  lien  of  the 


REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCE.  509 

•cneme  of  confiscation.  The  new  landed  into-  the  only  resource  of  all  their  operations  in 

rest  ooonected  with  the  new  republic,  and  con-  finance ;  the  vital  principle  of  all  tlieir  politics ; 

ntetod  with  it  for  its  very  being,  could  not  liave  the   sole  security  for  the  existence  of  their 

been  created.    This  was  among  the  reasons  power.    It  was  necessary  by  all,  even  the  most 

why  that  extravagant  ransom  was  not  accepted,  violent  means,  to  put  every  individual  on  the 

The  madness  of  the  project  of  confiscati<»),  same  bottom,  and  to  bind  the  naticm  in  one 
on  the  plan  that  was  first  pretended,  soon  b»-  guilty  interest  to  uphold  this  act,  and  the  au- 
came  apparent.    To  bring  this  imwieldy  mass  thority  of  those  by  whom  it  was  done.     In 
of  landed  property,  enlarged  by  the  confis-  order  to  force  the  most  reluctant  into  a  parti- 
cation  of  all  the  vast  landed  domain  of  the  cipation  of  their  pillage,  they  rendered  their 
crown,  at  once  into  market,  was  obviously  to  paper  circulation  compulsory  in  all  payments, 
defeat  the  profits  proposed  by  the  confiscation.  Those  who  consider  the  general  tendency  of 
by  depreciating  the  value  of  those  lands,  and  their  schemes  to  this  one  object  as  a  centm.. 
indeed  of  all  the  landed  estates  throughout  and  a  centre  from  which  afterwards  all  their 
France.    Such  a  sudden  diversion  of  all  its  measures  radiate,  will  not  think  that  I  dwell 
circulating  money  from  trade  to  land,  must  be  too  long  upon  this  part  of  the  proceedings  of 
an  additional  mischief.  What  step  was  taken?  the  naticmal  assembly. 
Did  the  assembly,  on  becoming  sensible  of  the        To  cut  off  all  appearance  of  connection  be> 
inevitable  ill  effects  of  their  projected  sale,  tween  the  crown  and  public  justice,  and  to 
revert  to  the  offers  of  the  clergy  ?  No  distress  bring  the  whole  under  implicit  obedience  to 
could  oblige  them  to  travel  in  a  course  which  the  dictators  m  Paris,  the  old  independent  ju- 
was  disgraced  by  any  appearance  of  justice,  dicature  of  the  parliaments,  with  all  its  merits, 
Giving  over  all  hopes  from  a  general  immedi-  and  all  its  faults,  was  wholly  abolished.  Whilst 
ate  sale,  another  project  seems  to  have  sue-  the   parliaments  existed,  it  was  evident  that 
ceeded.    They  proposed  to  take  stock  in  ex-  the  people  might  some  time  or  other  come  to 
chance  for  the  church  lands.    In  that  project  resort  to  them,  and  rally  under  the  standard  of 
great  difficulties  arose  in  equalizing  the  objects  their  antient  laws.   It  became  however  a  mat- 
to  be  exchanged.    Other  obstacles  also  pro-  ter  of  consideration  that  the  magistrates  and 
sented  themselves,  which   drew  them   back  officers,  in  the  courts  now  abolished,  had  pur 
again  upon  some  project  of  sale.    The  mu-  chased  their  place*  at  a  very  high  rate,  for 
nicipalities  had  taken  an  alarm.    They  would  which,  as  well  as  for  the  duty  they  performed, 
not   hear  of  transferring  the  whole  plunder  they  received  but  a  very  low  return  of  interest, 
of  the  kingdom  to  the  stockholders  in  Paris.  Simple  confiscation  is  a  boon  only  for  the 
Many  of  those  municipalities  had  been  (upon  clergy ; — to  the  lawyers  some  appearances  of 
system)  reduced  to  the  most  deplorable  iiidi-  equity  are  to  be*  observed ;  and  they  are  to  re- 
gence.     Money  was   no  whore  to  be  seen,  ceive  compensation  to  an  immense  amount 
They  were  therefore  led  to  the  point  that  was  Their  compensation  becomes  part  of  the  na- 
so  ardently  desired.     They  panted  for  a  cur-  tional  debt,  for  the  liquidation  of  which  there 
rency  of  any  kind  which  might  revive  their  is  the  one  exhaustless  fund.    The  la%vyers  arc 
perisliing  industry.    The  municipalities  were  to  obtain  their  compensation  in  this  new  church 
then  to  be  admitted  to  a  share  in  the  spoil,  paper,  which  is  to  march  with  the  new  prin- 
which   evidently  rendered   the   first  scheme  ciples  of  judicature  and  legislature.    The  dis- 
(if  ever  it  had    been   seriously  entertained)  missed  magistrates  are  to  take  their  share  of 
altogether  impracticable.     Public  exigencies  martyrdom  with  the  ecclesiastics,  or  to  receive 
pressed  upon  all  sides.   The  minister  of  finance  their  own  property  from  such  a  fund,  and  in 
reiterated  his  call  for  supply  with  a  most  ur^  such  a  maimer,  as  all  thoso,  who  have  been 
gent,  anxious,  and  boding  voice.  Thus  pressed  seasoned  with  the  antient  principles  of  jurt»- 
on  all  sides,  instead  of  the  first  plan  of  corn  prudence,  aiKi  had  been  the  sole  guardiuis  of 
verting  their  bankers  into  bishops  and  abbots,  property,  must  look  upon  with  horrour.    Eveo 
instead  of  paying  the  old  debt,  they  contracted  the  clergy  are  to  receive  their  miserable  allow* 
a  new  debt,  at  three  per  cent,  creating  a  new  ance  out  of  the  depreciated  paper  which  is 
paper  currency,  founded  on  an  eventual  sale  stamped  with  the  indelible  chairacter  of  sacii- 
of  the  church  lands.    They  issued  this  paper  lege,  and  with  the  symbols  of  their  own  ruin, 
currency  to  satisfy  in  the  first  instance  chiefly  or  they  must  starve.     So  violent  an  outrage 
the  demands  made  upon  them  by  the  bank  of  upon  credit,  property,  and  liberty,  as  this  con* 
diteowUj  the  great  machine,  or  paper-mill,  of  pubory  paper  currency,  has  seldom  been  «xhi* 
their  fictitious  wealth.  bited  by  the  alliance  of  bankruptcy  and  tyranny, 

The  snoil  of  the  church  v\-as  now  become  at  any  time,  or  in  any  nation. 
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In  the  oourseof  all  these  operations,  at  length  the  irorlds  of  theorj  and  practiee,  of  anj  thing 

comes  out  the  grand  areootum ; — that  in  reality,  between  the  despotism  of  the  mooardi  and  die 

and  in  a  fair  sense,  the  lands  of  the  church  daapolism  of  the  multitude?    Have  thay  new 

(so  far  as  any  thing  certain  can  be  gathered  heard  of  a  monarchy  directed  by  laws,  oq» 

from  their  proceedings)  are  not  to  be  sold  at  trouled  and  balanced  by  the  great  hereditaiy 

all.    By  the  late  rmolutions  of  the  national  wealth  and  hereditary  dignity  of  a  natioo ;  and 

assembly,  they  are  indeed  to  be  delivered  to  both  again  controuled  by  a  judicious  dieck  tram 

the  highest  bidder.    But  it  is  to  be  obserred,  the  reason  and  feeling  of  the  people  at  large 

that  a  certain pctrtiononfy  qfthe  purditue  money  acting  by  a  suitaUe  and  permanent  organ  ?  Is 

utjbe  laid  dottm,    A  period  of  twelve  years  is  it  then  impossible  that  a  man  may  be  fbimd 

to  be  given  for  the  payment  of  the  rest.    The  who,  without  criminal  ill  intention,  or  pitiable 

philosophic  purchasers  are  therefore,  on  pay-  absurdity,  shall  prefer  such  a  mixed  and  tem- 

menl  of  a  sort  of  fine,  to  be  put  instantly  into  pered  government  to  either  of  the  extremes; 

possession  of  the  estate.    It  becomes  in  some  and  who  may  repute  that  nation  to  be  destitote 

respects  a  sort  of  gif\  to  them;  to  be  held  on  of  all  wisdom  and  of  all  virtue,  which,  having 

the  feudal  tenure  of  zeal  to  the  new  establish-  in  its  choice  to  obtain  sudi  a  gofvemmenft  with 

ment.     This  project  is  evidently  to  let  in  a  ease,  or  rather  to  oanfirm  it  when  aehtatfy  po^ 

body  of  purchasers  without  money.    The  coo-  aessed,  thought  proper  to  commit  a  thousand 

sequence  will  be,  that  these  purchasers, or  rather  crimes,  and  to  subject  their  country  to  a  thou- 

guarai>:<!es,  will  pay,  not  only  from  the  rents  sand  evils,  in  order  to  avoid  it  ?  Is  it  then  a  truth 

as  they  accrue,  which  might  as  well  be  re-  so  universally  acknowledged,  that  a  pure  de> 

ceived  Uy  the  state,  but  from  the  spoil  of  the  mocracy  is  the  only  tolerable  form  into  which 

materiais  of  buildings,  from  waste  in  woods,  human  society  can  be  thrown,  that  a  man  is  not 

and  from  whatever  money,  by  hands  habituated  permitted  to  hesitate  about  its  merits,  without 

to  the  gripings  of  usury,  they  can  wring  from  the  suspicion  of  being  a  friend  to  tyranny,  that 

the  mis4*rable  peasant.    He  is  to  be  delivered  is,  of  being  a  foe  to  mankind? 

over  to  the  mercenary  and  arbitrary  discretion  I  do  not  know  under  what  description  to 

3fmen,who  will  be  stimulated  to  every  species  class  the  present  ruling  authority  in  France. 

3f  extortion  by  the  growing  demands  on  the  It  affects  to  be  a  pure  democracy,  though  I 

growing  profits  of  an  estate  held  under  the  think  it  in  a  direct  train  of  becoming  shardy 

precarious  settlement  of  a  new  political  system,  a  mischievous  and  ignoble  oligarchy.     But  for 

When  all  the  frauds,  impostures,  violences,  the  present  I  admit  it  to  be  a  contrivance  of 

rapines,  burnings,  murders,  confiscations,  com-  the  nature  and  effect  of  what  it  pretends  to.    I 

pulsory  paper  currencies,  and  every  description  reprobate  no  form  of  government  merely  upon 

of  t3rranny  and  cruelty  employed  to  bring  about  abstract  principles.    There  may  be  situations 

and  to  uphold  this  revolution,  have  their  na-  in  which  the  purely  democratic  fonn  will  be- 

tural  eflfeot,  that  is,  to  shock  the  moral  senti-  come  necessary.     There  may  be  some  (very 

ments  of  all  virtuous  and  sober  minds,   the  few,    and   very    particularly    circumstanced) 

abetiorsoflhis  philosophic  system  immediately  where  it  would  be  clearly  desiraUe.     This  I 

•train  their  throats  in  a  declamation  against  do  not  take  to  be  the  case  of  France,  or  of  any 

the  oki  monarchical  government  of  France,  other  greAt  country.    Until  now,  we  have  seen 

When  they  have  rendered  that  deposed  power  no  examples  of  considerable  democracies.  The 

sufficiently  black,  they  then  proceed  in  argu-  ancients  were  better  acquainted  with  them, 

ment,  as  if  all  those  who  disapprove  of  their  Not  being  wholly  unread  in  the  authors,  who 

new  abuses,  must  of  course  be  partisans  of  had  seen  the  most  of  those  constitutions,  and 

the  oki ;  that  those  who  reprobate  their  crude  who  best  understood  them,  I  cannot  he^  con- 

and  violent  schemes  of  liberty  ought  to  be  curring  with  their  opinion,  that  an  absolute 

treated  as  advocates  for  servitude.     1  admit  democracy,  no  more  than  absolute  monardiy, 

that  their  necessities  do  compel  them  to  this  is  to  be  reckoned  among  the  legitimate  forms 

base   and  contemptible  fraud.    Nothing  can  of  government.    They  think  it  rather  the  oor- 

reconcile  men  to  their  proceedings  and  projects  ruption  and  degeneracy,  than  the  sound  oousti- 

but  the  supposition  that  there  is  no  third  option  tution  of  a  republic.    If  I  recollect  rigutly, 

between  them  and  some  tyranny  as  odious  as  Aristotle  observes,  that  a  democracy  has  many 

can  be  furnished  by  the  records  of  history,  or  striking  points  of  resemblance  with  a  tyranny.* 

by  the  invention  of  poets.    This  prattling  of  Of  this  I  am  certain,  that  in  a  democracy,  the 
theirs  hardly  deserves  the  name  of  sophistry. 

It  is  nothing  but  plain  impudence.  Have  these  »  ^^en  I  wroie  this  I  quoted  from  memory, 

gentlemen  never  heard,  m  the  whole  circle  of  after  many  years  had  elapsed  from  my  readinf 
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majority  oT  the  citizens  is  capable  of  exercising 
the  most  cniel  oppressions  upon  the  minority, 
whenever  strong  divisions  prevail  in  that  kind 
of  polity,  as  they  often  must ;  and  that  qipres* 
■ion  of  the  minority  will  extend  to  hr  greater 
numbers,  and  will  be  carried  on  with  much 
greater  fury,  than  can  almost  ever  be  appre- 
-  bended  from  the  dominion  of  a  single  sceptre. 
In  such  a  popular  persecution,  individual  sui^ 
ferers  are  in  a  much  more  deplorable  condi- 
tion than  in  any  other.  Under  a  cruel  prince 
they  have  (he  balmy  compassion  of  mankind  to 
assuase  the  smart  of  their  wounds ;  they  have 
the  plaudits  of  the  people  to  animate  their 
generous  constancy  under  their  sufferings  but 
those  who  arc  subjected  to  wrong  under  multi- 
tudes, are  deprived  of  all  external  consolation. 
They  seem  deserted  by  mankind ;  overpowered 
by  a  conspiracy  of  their  whole  species. 

But  admitting  democracy  not  to  have  that 
inevitable  tendency  to  party  tyranny,  which  I 
suppose  it  to  have,  and  admitting  it  to  possess 
as  much  good  in  it  when  unmixed,  as  I  am 
sure  it  possesses  when  compounded  with  other 
forms;  does  monarchy,  on  its  part,  contain 
nothing  at  all  to  recommend  it?  I  do  not 
oAen  quote  Bolingbrokc,  nor  have  his  works 
in  general  led  any  permanent  impression  on 
my  mind.  He  is  a  presumptuous  and  a  super> 
6ctal  %vriter.  But  he  has  one  observation, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  without  depth  and 
solidity.  He  says,  that  he  prefers  a  monarchy 
to  other  governments ;  because  you  can  better 
ingrafl  any  description  of  republic  on  a  mx^ 
narchy  than  any  thing  of  monarchy  upon  the 
republi'^an  forms.  I  think  him  perfectly  in  the 
right.  The  fact  is  so  historically;  and  it 
agrees  well  with  the  speculation. 

Che  passage.    A  learned  friend  has  found  it,  and 
it  is  aa  foUowa  : 

To  if9oi  TO  avro,  xai  a^^  itvroriKa  rtav 
fitXriovijtVf  Kai  Ta  ^nj<piffiiaTaf  utvvcp  (Ktt  ra 
nriray/iara  xai  b  ityiaytityoi  Kai  h  Ko\a^^  o\ 
avTot  Kai  avaXoyoi  Kai  ftaXiirra  CKaTtpoi  vap^ 
Uartpots  KTxvovffiv,  ol  ficv  KoXaxcf  rapa  rvpav 
reif,  ol  it  irjfiaytayoi  rtapa  Ton  ifition  roii 
recoeroif— . 

"  The  ethical  character  is  the  same ;  both 
exercise  despotism  over  the  better  class  of 
citizens ;  and  decrees  are  in  the  one,  what 
ordinances  and  arrets  are  in  the  other:  the 
demagogue  too,  and  the  court  favounte,  are  not 
unfrequently  the  same  identical  men,  and 
always  bear  a  close  analogy ;  and  those  have 
the  principal  power,  each  in  their  respective 
forms  of  government,  favoarites  with  the  abso* 
lute  monarch,  and  demaffo^es  with  a  people 
each  as  I  hare  described.)*— Arisi  Politic,  lib. 
iv.  cap.  4. 


I  know  how  easy  a  topic  it  is  to  dwall  oa 
the  faults  of  departed  greatness.  By  a  rev<^ 
kition  in  the  state,  the  fawning  sycophant  of 
yesterday  is  converted  into  the  austere  critic 
of  the  present  hour.  But  steady  independent 
minds,  when  they  have  an  object  of  so  serioaa 
a  concern  to  mankind  as  govemmtnt,  uodor 
their  contemplation,  win  disdain  to  assume  the 
part  of  satirists  and  declairaers.  They  will 
judge  of  hmnan  institutions  as  they  do  of 
human  characters.  They  will  sort  out  the 
good  from  the  evil,  which  is  mixed  in  mortal 
institutions  as  it  is  in  mortal  men. 

Your  government  in  France,  though  usually, 
and  I  think  justly,  reputed  the  best  of  the  un- 
^qualified  or  iU-qualificd  monarchies,  was  still 
'fiill  of  abuses.    These  abuses  accumulated  in 
a  length  of  time,  as  they  must  accumulate  in 
every  monarchy  not  imder  the  constant  inspec- 
tion of  a  popular  representative.    I^am  no 
stranger  to  the  faults  and  defecM  of  the  sub^ 
verted  government  of  France ;  and  I  think  I 
am  not  inclined  by  nature  or  poiicy  to  make  a 
panegyric  upon  any  thing  which  is  a  just  and 
natunil  object  of  censure.    But  the  question  is 
not  no%v  of  the  vices  of  that  monarchy,  but  of 
its  existence.    Is  it  then  true,  that  the  French 
government  was  such  as  to  be  incapable  or 
undeserving  of  reform ;  so  that  it  was  of  abso- 
lute necessity  the  whole  fabric  should  be  at 
once  pulled  down,  and  the  area  cleared  for  the 
erection  of  a  theoretic  experimental  edifice  in 
its  place?    All  France  was  of  a  different  opi- 
nion in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1789.     The 
instructions    to   the    representatives   to    the 
states-general,  from  every  district  in  that  king^ 
dom,  were  filled  with  projects  for  the  refbrroa- 
tion  of  that  government,  without  tho  remotest 
suggestion  of  a  design  to  destroy  it.   Had  such 
a  design  been  then  even  insinuated,  I  believe 
there  would  have  been  but  oac  voice,  and  that 
voice  for  rejecting  it  with  scorn  and  horrour. 
Men  have  been  sometimes  led  by  degrees, 
sometimes  hurried,  into  things  of  which,  if  they 
could  have  seen  the  whole  together,  they  nevei 
would  have  permitted  the  most  remote  ap» 
proach.   When  those  instructions  were  given, 
there  was  no  question  but  that  abuses  existed, 
and  that  they  demanded  a  reform ;  nor  is  there 
now.    In  the  interval  between  the  instructions 
and  the  revolution,  things  changed  their  shape ; 
and  in  consequence  of  that  change,  the  true 
question  at  present  is.  Whether  those  who 
would  have  reformed,  or  those  who  have  de- 
stroyed, are  in  the  right  ? 

To  hear  some  men  speak  of  the  late  roona^ 
chy  of  France,  you  would  imagine  that  they 
were  talking  of  Persia  bleedinc  imder  the  ferc» 
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dous  sword  of  Tahmas  Kouli  Kh4n ;  or  at  millions.    After  abating  much  (and  mudi  I 

^ast,  describing  the  barbarous  anarchic  dcs-  think  ought  to  be  abated)  from  the  sanguine 

Dotiim  of  Turkey,  where  the  finest  countries  in  calculation  of  Dr.  Price,  I  have  no  doubt  that 

the  most  genial  climates   in  the  world  are  the  population  of  France  did  increase  cootid^ 

wasted  by  peace  more  than  any  countries  rably  during  this  latter  period :  but  suppoaing 

have  been  worried  by  war ;  where  arts  are  un-  that  it  increased  to  nothing  more  than  will  be 

known,  where  manufactures  languish,  where  sufficient  to  complete  the  twenty -four  miUkxM 

science    is  extinguished,  where    agriculture  six  hundred  and  seventy  thou«.-iit<J  to  twenty^ 

decays,  where  the  human  race  itself  melts  five  millions,  still  a  |K)pulatiuri  of  twenty-five 

away  and  perishes  under  the  eye  of  the  obser-  millions,  and  tlial  iii  an  increasiug  progreas, 

Ter.    Was  this  the  case  of  France?    I  have  on  a  space  of  about  twenty-seven  tliousand 

no  way  of  determining  the  question  but  by  a  square  leagues,  is  immense.    It  is,  for  inaslance^ 

reference  to  facts.    Facts  do  not  «ipport  this  a  good  deal  more  tluin  the  proportionable  po- 

resemblance.    Along  with  much  evil,  there  is  pulation  of  this  island,  or  even  than  that  of 

some  good  in  monarchy  itself;  and  some  cor-  England,  the  best  peopled  part  of  the  united 

rective  to  its  evil  from  religion,  from  laws^  kingdom. 

from  manners,  from  opinions,  the  French  mo-  It  is  not  universally  true,  that  France  is  a 
narchy  must  have  received ;  which  rendered  fertile  country.  Considerable  tracts  of  it  are 
it  (though  by  no  means  a  free,  and  therefore  barren,  and  labour  under  other  natural  disad- 
by  no  means  a  good  constitution)  a  despotism  vantages.  In  the  portions  of  that  territory, 
rather  in  appearance  than  in  reality.  where  things  are  more  fiivourable,  as  far  as  I 
Among  the  standards  upon  whidi  the  effects  am  able  to  discover,  the  numbers  of  the  people 
of  government  on  any  country  are  to  be  esti-  correspond  to  the  indulgence  of  nature.*^  The 
mated,  I  must  consider  the  state  of  its  popula-  Grenerality  of  Lisle  (this  I  admit  is  the  stroog* 
tion  as  not  the  least  certain.  No  country  in  est  example)  upon  an  extent  of  four  hundred 
which  population  flourishes,  and  is  in  pro-  and  four  leagues  and  a  half,  about  ten  yean 
gressive  improvement,  can  bo  under  a  very  ago,  contained  seven  hundred  and  thirty-four 
mischievous  government.  About  sixty  years  thousand  six  hundred  souls,  which  is  one  thoo- 
ago,  the  Intendanlsofthe  generalities  of  France  sand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two  inhabi- 
made,  with  other  matters,  a  report  of  the  popu-  tants  to  each  square  league.  The  middle  term 
lation  of  their  several  districts.  1  have  not  for  the  rest  of  France  is  about  nine  hundred 
the  books,  which  are  very  voluminous,  by  me,  inhabitants  to  the  same  admeasurement, 
nor  do  I  know  where  to  procure  them,  (I  am  I  do  not  attribute  this  population  to  the  de- 
obliged  to  speak  by  memory,  and  therefore  the  posed  government;  because  I  do  not  like  tb 
less  positively,)  but  I  think  the  population  of  compliment  the  contrivances  of  men  with  whal 
France,  was  by  them,  even  at  that  period,  is  due  in  a  great  degree  to  the  Umnty  of  Pro- 
estimated  at  twenty-two  millions  of  souls.  At  vidence.  But  that  decried  government  couki 
the  end  of  the  last  century  it  had  been  gene-  not  have  obstructed,  most  probably  it  favoured, 
rally  calculated  at  eighteen.  On  either  of  thes«  the  operation  of  those  causes  (whatever  they 
estimations,  France  was  not  ill  peopled.  Mr.  were)  whether  of  nature  in  the  soil,  or  habits 
Necker,  who  is  an  authOTity  for  his  own  time  of  industry  among  the  people,  which  has  pro- 
at  least  equal  to  the  Intendant  for  theirs,  ducedso  large  a  number  of  the  species  thrtMJgb 
reckons,  and  upon  apparently  sure  principles,  out  that  whole  kingdom,  and  exhibited  in  some 
the  people  of  France,  in  tlie  year  1780,  at  particular  places  such  prodigies  of  pc^Nilation 
twenty-four  millions  six  hundred  and  seventy  I  never  will  suppose  that  faln'ic  of  a  state  to  be 
thousand.  But  was  this  the  probable  ultimate  the  worst  of  all  political  institutions,  whidi, 
term  under  the  old  establishment  ?  Dr.  Price  by  experience,  is  found  to  contain  a  principle 
w  of  opinion,  that  tlie  growth  of  fiopulation  in  favourable  (however  latent  it  may  be)  to  the 
France  was  by  no  means  at  its  ooa/  in  that  increase  ol[  mankind. 

year.    I  certainly  defer  to  Dr.  Pricc'ii  autho-  The  wealth  of  a  country  is  another,  and  no 

rity  a  good  deal  more  in  these  speculations,  contemptible  standard,  by  which  wo  may  judge 

than  I  do  in  his  general  politics.    This  gen-  whether,  on  tlie  whole,  a  government  be  pro- 

tleman,  taking  ground  on  Mr.  Necker's  data,  tecting  or  destructive.     France  &r  exceeds 

is  very  confident  that  since  the  period  of  that  mi-  England  in  the  multitude  of  her  people ;  but  I 

nister^s  calculation,  the  French  population  has  apprehend  that  her  comparative  wealth  is  miich 
increased  rapidly ;  so  rapidly,  that  in  the  year 

r»9  he  wUl  not  consent  to  rate  the  people  of  ♦  ^e  1»  Administration  des  Finances  de  to 

that  kmgdom  at  a  lower  number  than  thirty  France,  par  Mens.  Necker,  vol.  i.  p.  2S«. 
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inferiour  to  ours ;  that  it  ig  not  so  equal  in  the  circulation.    Suppose  any  reasonable  deduo- 

distribulion,  nor  so  ready  in  the  circulation,  tions  fh)m  Mr.  Necker's  computation;  the 

I  believe  tlie  difference  in  the  form  of  the  two  remainder  roust  still  amount  to  an  T»nmffn«ft 

governments  to  be  among  the  causes  of  this  sum.    Causes  thus  powerful  to  acquire  and  to 

advantage  on  the  side  of  England.    I  speak  retain,  cannot  be  found  in  discouraged  indu»» 

of  England,  not  of  the  whole  British  domi-  try,  insecure  property,  and  a  positively  de» 

nions;    which,  if  compared   with    those   of  structive  government.    Indeed,  when  I  consi- 

France,  will,  in  some  degree,  weaken  the  com*  der  the  face  of  the  kingdom  of  France ;   the 

parative  rate  of  wealth  upon  our  side.     But  multitude  and  opulence  of  her  cities;  the  use 

that  wealil),  which  will  not  endure  a  compar  ful  magnificence  of  her  spacious  high  roods 

risen  wiih  the  riches  of  England,  may  consti-  and  bridges ;  the  opportunity  of  her  artificial 

tute  a  very  respectable  degree  of  opulence,  canals  and  navigations  opening  the  conveni> 

Mr.  Nockcr's  book,  published  in  1785,'^  con-  encies  of  maritime  communication  through  a 

tains  an  accurate  and  interesting  collection  of  solid  continent  of  so  immense  an  extent ;  when 

facts  relative  to  public  ccconomy  and  to  poli-  I  turn  my  eyes  to  the  stupendous  works  of  her 

tical  arithmetic ;  and  his  speculations  on  the  ports  and  harbours,  and  to  her  whole  naval 

subject  are  in  general  wise  and  liberal.    In  apparatus,  whether  for  war  or  tiiade ;  when  I 

that  work  ho  gives  an  idea  of  the  state  of  bring  before  my  view  the  number  of  her  fortifi- 

Francc,  very  remote  from  the  portrait  of  a  cations,  constructed  with  so  bold  and  masterly 

country  whose  government  was  a  perfect  gricv  a  skill,  and  made  and  niaintained  at  so  prodi- 

vance,  an  absolute  evil,  admitting  no  cure  but  gious  a  charge,  presenting  an  armed  front  and 

through  the  violent  and  uncertain  remedy  of  a  impenetrable  barrier  to  her  enemies  upon  eyery 

total  revolution.     He  affirms,  that  fix>m  the  side;  when  I  recollect  how  very  small  a  part  of 

year  1726  to  the  year  1784,  there  was  coined  that  extenstve  region  is  without  cultivation,  and 

at  tite  mint  of  France,  in  the  species  of  gold  to  what  complete  perfection  the  culture  of  many 

and  silver,  to  tlic  amount  of  about  one  hundred  of  the  best  productions  of  the  earth  have  been 

millions  of  ix)unds  sterling.f  brought  in  France ;  when  I  reflect  on  the  ezcel- 

It  is  im{)ossible  that  Mr.  Necker  should  be  lence  of  her  manufactures  and  fabrics,  second 

mistaken  in  the  amount  of  the  bullion  which  to  none  but  ours,  and  in  some  particulars  not 

has  been  coined  in  the  mint.    It  is  a  matter  second ;  when  I  contemplate  the  grand  founda> 

of  official  record.    The  reasonings  of  this  able  tions  of  charity,  public  and  private  ;  when  I  sur- 

financier,  concerning  the  quantity  of  gold  and  vey  the  state  of  all  the  arts  |that  beautify  and 

silver  which  remained  for  circulation,  when  he  polish  life ;  when  I  reckon  the  men  she  has  bred 

wrote  in  1785,  that  is,  about  four  years  before  for  extending  b«r  fame  in  war,  her  able  statev- 

thc  deposition  and  imprisonment  of  the  French  men,  the  multitude  of  her  profound  lawyers  and 

king,  are  not  of  equal  certainty;  but  they  are  theologians,  her  philosophers,  her  critics,  her 

laid  on  grounds  so  apparently  solid,  that  it  is  historians  and  antiquaries,  her  poets  and  her 

not  cjay  to  refuse  a  considerable  degree  of  orators,  sacred  and  profane ;  I  behold  in  all 

assent  to  his  calculation.    He  calculates  the  this  something  which  awes  and  commands  the 

nwneraiTe,  or  what  we  call  specie,  then  actually  imagination,  which  checks  the  mind  on  the 

existing    in   France,    at  about    eigfaty-eight  brinkof  precipitate  and  indiscriminate  censure, 

millions  of  the  same  English  money.    A  great  and  which  demands,  that  we  should  very  seri- 

accumulation  of  wealth  fcMr  one  country,  large  ously  examine,  what  and  how  great  are  the 

as  that  country  is !    Mr.  Necker  was  so  far  latent  vices  that  could  authorize  us  at  once  to 

from  considering  this  influx  of  wealth  as  likely  level  so  spacious  a  fabric  with  the  ground.    I 

to  cease,  when  he  wrote  in  1785,  that  he  pre-  do  not  recognise,  in  this  view  of  things,  the 

sumes  upon  a  future  annual  increase  of  two  despotism  of  Turkey.    Nor  do  I  discern  the 

per  cent,  upon  the  money  brought  into  France  character  of  a  government,  that  has  been,  on 

during  the  periods  from  which  he  computed.  the  whole,  so  oppressive,  or  so  corrupt,  or  sc 

Some  adequate  cause  must  have  originally  negligent,  as  to  b«  utterly  unfit ybr  aJl  reformat 

introduced  all  the  money  coined  at  its  mint  tion.    I  must  think  such  a  government  well 

into  that  kingdom;  and  some  cause  as  opera-  deserved  to  have  its  excellencies  heightened; 

tive  must  have  kept  at  home,  or  returned  into  its  faults  corrected ;  and   its   capacities  inv 

its  bosom,  such  a  vast  flood  of  treasure  as  proved  into  a  British  constitution. 

Mr.  Necker  calculates  to  remain  for  domestic  Whoever  has  examined  into  the  proceedings 

^     ,    .  .    .  ,        ,       .      ^,             J    1-  of  that  deposed  government  for  several  yean 

T*r^:.'^rT^^^  ""^  "^  "  back,  ^mTu,  h.v,  ob«,v«.    «md  Jhe 

f  Vol.  Jii.  chap.  8.  and  chap.  9  mconstancy  anrl  fluctuatior.  natural  to  courts 

Vou  I.— 33  A  A 
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an  avneit  «ndeaToiir  towirds  the  pro^)erity  grae  the  effects  of  thii  philosophic  rerohitaoii, 
tnd  iroprorement  of  the  country  ;   he  must  and  before  the  nation  can  be  replaced  on  iti 
admit,  that  it  had  long  been  emploved,  in  former  footing.     If  Dr.  Price  should  think  &, 
some  instances,  wholly  to  remore,  io  many  a  few  years  hence,  to  fiivour  us  with  an  esti 
considerably  to  correct,  the  abusite  practices  mate  of  the  population  of  France,  he  w9 
and  usuages  that  had  prevailed  in  the  state ;  hardly  be  able  to  make  up  his  tale  of  rhirtj 
and  that  even  th^  unlimited  power  of  the  so-  millions  of  souls,  as  computed  in  1789,  or  this 
Tsreign  over  the  persons  of  his  subjects,  in-  assembly's  computation  of  twenty-six  millioos 
consistent,  as  undoubtedly  it  was,  with  law  of  that  year ;  or  even  Mr.  Necker's  twenQr- 
and  liberty,  had  yet  been  every  day  growing  five  millions  in  1780.    I  hear  that  tbers  ara 
more  mitiga'ed  in  the  exercise.    So  far  6rom  considerable  emigrations  fi-om  France ;   and 
refusing  itst  if  to  reformation,  that  government  that  many  quitting  that  voluptuous  climate, 
was  open,  with  a  censurable  degree  of  facility,  and  that  seductive  Cireean  liberty,  have  taken 
to  all  SOI'    of  projects  and  projectors  on  the  refuge  in  the  frozen  regions,  and  under  the 
subject.    Hather  too  much  countenance  was  British  despotism  of  Canada, 
given  to  the  spirit  of  innovation,  which  soon         In  the  present  disappearance  of  com,  no 
was  turned  against  those  who  fostered  it,  and  perscm  couki  think  it  the  same   country,  ia 
ended  in  their  ruin.    It  is  but  cold,  and  no  which  the  present  minister  of  the  finances  hu 
very  flattering  justice  to  that  fallen  monarchy,  been  able  to  discover  fourscore  millions  sleiliflf 
to  say,  that,  for  many  years,  it  trespassed  more  in  specie.    From  its  general  aspect  cae  wooid 
by  levity  and  want  of  judgment  in  several  of  its  conclude  that  it  had  been  for  some  time  past 
schemes,  than  from  any  defect  in  diligence  or  under  the  special  direction  of  the  learned  aca- 
in  public  spirit.    To  compare  the  government  demicians  of  Laputa  and  Baliubarbi.f    Al- 
of  France  for  the  last  fifleen  or  sixteen  years  ready  the  population  of  Paris  has  so  dedined, 
with  wise  and  well-constituted  establishments  that  Mr.  Necker  stated  to  the  national 
during  that,  or  during  any  period,  is  not  to  act  bly  the  provision  to  be  made  for  its 
with&imesB.    But  S"  in  point  of  prodigality  in  tence  at  a  fiflh  less  than  what  had  fbnneriy 
the  expenditure  of  money,  or  in  point  of  rigour  been  found  requisite.}    It  is  said  (and  I  hxn 
in  the  exercise  of  power,  it  be  compared  with  never  heard  it  contradicted)  that  a  hundred 
any  of  the  former  reigns,  I  believe  candid  thousand  people  are  out  of  employment  in 
judges  will  give  little  credit  to  the  good  inten-  that  city,  though  it  is  become  the  seat  of  the 
tioQs  of  those  who  dwell  perpetually  on  the  imprisoned  court  and  national  assembly.    No- 
donations  to  favourites,  or  on  the  expenses  of  thing,  I  am  credibly  informed,  can  eneed  d» 
the  court,  or  on  the  horrours  of  the  Bastile  in  shocking  and  disgusting  spectacle  of  mendi- 
the  reign  of  Louis  the  Sixteenth.'*'  cancy  displayed  in  that  capital.    Indeed  the 
Whether  the  system,  if  it  deserves  such  a  votes  of  the  national  assembly  leave  no  dodN 
name,  now  built  on  the  ruins  of  that  ancient  of  the  fact.    They  have  lately  appointed  a 
monachy,  will  be  able  to  give  a  better  account  standing  committee  of  mendicancy.    They  tre 
of  the  population  and  wealth  of  the  country,  contriving  at  once  a  vigorous  police  oo  thii 
which  it  has  taken  under  its  care,  is  a  matter  subject,  uxl,  for  the  first  time,  the  impositna 
very  doubtful.    Instead  of  imfMroving  by  the  of  a  tax  to  maintain  the  poor,-Jbr  whose  pre* 
diange,  I  apprehend  that  a  long  series  of  years  sent  relief  great  sums  appear  on  the  face  of 
must  be  told,  before  it  can  recover  in  any  do-  the  public  accounts  of  the   year.§      la  the 

The  world  Is  obliged  to  Mr.  do  Calonne  for  the  pains  he  has  taken  to  refute  the  scandaloof 
exafTgeraiiona  relative  to  some  of  the  royal  expenses,  and  to  detect  the  Ikllacious  account  p ivta 
of  pensions,  for  the  wkked  purpose  of  provoking  the  populace  to  all  sorts  of  crimes. 

t  See  Oullivers  Travels  (or  the  idea  of  countries  governed  bv  philosophers. 

\  Mr.  de  Calonne  stales  the  lallinff  off  of  the  population  of  Paris  as  far  more  considsrabls , 
and  it  may  be  so,  since  the  period  ofMr.  Necker's  calculation. 
^  Travaux  de  chariie  pour  subvenir  au  manque  de  travail  a  Livret.  £.    ».   4. 

Paris  et  dans  les  provinces 8,860,990^    161,191    19   4 

Destruction  de  vagabondage  et  de  la  mendlcite  .  .  1,671,417 —      89,&49     7   f 

Primes  pour  Pimportation  de  grains  ....         6,671,907 —    938,829     9   9 

Depenses  relatives  auz  subsistances,  deduction 

fait  des  recoovremenu  qui  ont  eu  lieu  .  .  89,871,790—1,661,334      11    9 

Total,  51,093,034—3,138,413        1    8 

When  I  sent  this  book  to  the  press,  I  entertained  some  doubt  concerning  the  nature  and  exuoi 
of  the  last  article  in  the  above  accounts,  which  Is  only  under  a  general  head,  without  any  decsiL 
8inc<«  then  1  have  seen  Mr.  de  Calonne's  work.    I  must  think  it  a  great  loss  to  me  that  I  had  WH 
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mean  time  the  leaders  of  the  legislative  clubs  and  Tiolence  were  aocoinplifihiug  the  dostruo 

and  coffee-houses  are  intoxicated  with  admira-  tioo  of  a  pretended  nobility  which  disgraced, 

tion  at  their  own  wisdom  and  ability.     They  whUst  it  persecuted,  human  nature.    The  per- 

spcak  with  the  most  sovereign  contempt  of  the  sons  roost  abhorrent  firom  blood,  and  trea» 

rest  of  the  world.    They  tell  the  people,  to  son,  and  arbitrary  confiscation,  might  remain 

comibrt  them  in  the  r\<;s  with  which  they  have  silent  i^ectators  of  this  civil  war  between  the 

clothed  them,  Uui  ihey  are  a  nutiio  of  phik>-  vices. 

■ophers;  and,  sometimes,  by  all  the  arts  of  But  did  the  privileged  nobility  who  met  un- 

quackish  pumdc,  by  show,  tumult,  and  bustle,  der  the  king's  precept  at  Versailles,  in  1789, 

sometimes  by  tiic  alarms  of  plots  and  invasions,  or  their  constituents,  deserve  to  be  looked  on 

they  attempt  to  drown  tlie  cries  of  indigence,  as  the  Nayrm  or  Mamdukea  of  this  ago,  or  as 

and  to  divert  the  eyes  of  the  observ^  from  the  the  Oraini  and  VitdU  of  ancient  times?    If  I 

ruin  and  wretchedness  of  the  state.    A  brave  had  then  asked  the  question  I  should  have 

people  will  certainly  prefer  liberty,  accom-  passed  for  a  madman.  ^Vhot  have  they  since 

panied  with  a  virtuous  poverty,  to  n  depraved  done  that  they  were  to  oe  driven  into  exile, 

and  wealthy  servitiid'?.      But  before  the  price  that  their  persons   should  be  htmted  about, 

of  comfort  and  opulence  is  paid,  one  ought  to  mangled,  and  tortured,  their  families  dispersed, 

be  pretty  sure  it  is  real  liberty  which  is  pur-  their  houses  laid  in  ashes,  and  that  their  order 

chased,  and  that  she  is  to  be  purchased  at  no  should  be  abolished,  and  the  memory  of  it,  if 

other  price.    I  s:hail  alwap,  however,  consider  possible,  extinguished,  by  ordaining  them  to 

that  liberty  ;v.s  very  equivocal  in  her  appea-  change  the  very  names  by  which  Uiey  were 

ranee,  which  has  not  wisdom  and  justice  for  usually  known?     Read  their  instructions  to 

her  companiouH ;  and  does  not  lead  prosperity  their  representatives.    They  breathe  the  spirit 

and  plenty  in  hor  train.  of  liberty  as  warmly,  and  they  recommend 

The  advocat«:s  fur  this  revolution,  not  satis-  reformation  as  strongly,  as  any  other  order, 

fied  with  exaggerating  the  vices  of  their  an-  Their  privileges  relative  to  contribution  were 

cient  government,  strike  at  the  fame  of  their  vduntarily  surrendered ;  as  the  king  from  the 

country  itself,  by  painting  almost  all  that  could  beginning,  surrendered  all  pretence  to  a  right 

have  attracted  Uic  attention  of  strangers,  I  of  taxation.  Upon  a  free  constitution  there  was 

mean  their  nobi!i<v  and  their  clergy,  as  objects  but  one  opinion  in  France.    The  absolute 

of  horrour.     If  tliis  were  only  a  libel,  there  monarchy  was  at  an  end.    It  breathed  its  last, 

liad  not  been  mudi  in  it.    But  it  has  practical  without  a  groan,  without  struggle,  without 

consequences.    Had  your  nobility  and  gentry,  convulsion.    All  the  struggle,  all  the  dissension 

who  formed  I  he  {^at  body  of  your  landed  men,  arose   afterwards  upon  the  preference  of  a 

and  the  whole  of  your  military  officers,  resem-  despotic  democracy  to  a  government  of  roci- 

bled  those  of  Gcrroaiiy,  at  the  period  when  the  procal  controul.  The  triumph  of  the  victorious 

Hanse-towns  were  u«x^ssitatfxl  to  confederate  party  was  over  the  principles  of  a  British  con- 

against  the  nobles  -in  defence  of  their  property  stitution. 

--had  they  been  like  tlio  Orsim  and  ViUlId  in  I  have  observed  the  affectation,  which,  (br 

^taly,  who  used  to  sally  from  their  fortified  many  years  past,  has  prevailed  in  Paris  even 

dens  to  rob  the  tr^er  and  traveller — hod  they  to  a  degree  perfectly  childish,  of  idolizing  the 

been  such  as  the  Mamcluket  in  Egypt,  or  the  memory  of  your  Henry  the  Fourth.    If  any 

Nayre*  on  the  coast  of  Malabar,  1  do  admit,  thing  could  put  one  out  of  humour  with  that 

that  too  critical  an  inquiry  might  not  be  adviscv  ornament  to  the  kingly  character,  it  would  be 

|ble  into  the  means  of  freeing  the  world  from  this  overdone  style  of   insidious  panegyric, 

uch  a  nuisance.    The  stutuoA  of  Equity  and  The  persons  who  have  worked  this  engine  the 

Mercy  might  be  veiled  for  a  moment.    The  most  busily,  are  those  who  have  e«ded  their 

tonderest  minds,  confounded  with  the  dreadful  panegyrics  in  dethroning  his  success^  and 

exigence  in  which  morality  submits  to  the  descendant;  a  man,  as  good-natnred  at  the 

■uspension  of  its  own  rules  in  favour  of  its  least,  as  Henqf  the  Fourth ;  altogether  as  fond 

o-vn  principles,  might  turn  aside  whilst  fraud  of  his  people ;  and  who  has  done  infinitely  more 

that  Advantage  earlier.  Mr.  de  Calonne  thinks  this  article  to  be  on  account  of  general  subslstenoo  : 
but  as  he  is  not  able  to  comprehend  how  so  great  a  loss  as  upwards  of  £.1,861,000  sterling  couW 

be  susulned  on  the  difference  between  the  price  aiidthe  sale  of  grain,  he  seems  to  atlrlbuie  tkta 
snonnous  head  of  charge  to  secret  expenses  of  the  revolution.    1  cannot  say  any  thing  posiuveiy 
on  that  subject.  The  reader  is  capable  of  judging,  by  the  aggregate  of  these  Immense  charges,  on 
the  state  and  condition  of  France ;  and  the  system  of  public  oeconomy  adopted  in  tnat  nauen 
Thsse  articles  of  account  produced  no  inquiry  or  discusaion  in  tb«i  national  assembly. 
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to  correct  the  ancient  vices  of  the  state  than     pretensions  far  abore  this  description.  I  speak 
that  great  monarch  did,  or  we  are  sure  he  ever     of  those  who  were  frenerallj  met  with. 
meant  to  do.    Well  it  is  for  his  panegyrists         As  to  their  behaviour  to  the  inferiour  dasnij 
thatthey  have  not  him  to  deal  with.  For  Henry     they  appeared  to  me  to  comport  themadv«i 
of  Navarre  was  a  resolute,  active,  and  politic     towards  them  with  good-nature,  and  withsooi^ 
prince.     He  possessed  indeed  great  humanity  thing  more  nearly  approaching  to  familiarity, 
and  mildness ;  but  an  humanity  and  mildness  than   is  generally   practised   with  us  in  tha 
that  never  stood  in  the  way  of  his  interests,     intercourse  between  the   higher  and    iowar 
Ho  never  sought  to  be  loved  without  putting  ranks  of  life.    To  strike  any  person,  even  in 
himself  first  in  a  condition  to  be  feared.    He  the  most  abject  condition,  was  a  thing  in  a 
used  sofl  language  with  determined  conduct,  manner  unknown,  and  would  be  highly  di*- 
He  asserted  and  maintained  his  authority  in  graceful.    Instances  of  other  ill-treatment  of 
the  gross,  and  distributed  his  acts  of  concession  the  humble  part  of  the  community  were  rare; 
only  in  the  detail.    Jft  spent  the  income  of  and  as  to  attacks  made  upon  property  or  the 
his  prerogative  nobly ;  but  he  took  care  not  to  personal  liberty  of  the  commons,  I  never  heard 
bf  caik  in  upon  the  capital ;  never  abandoning  of  any  whatsoever  from  them ;  nor,  whilst  the 
for  a  moment  any  of  the  claims,  whidi  he  made  laws  were  in  vigour   under  the  ancient  go- 
under  the  fundamental  laws,  nor  sparing 'to  vemroent,  would  such  tyranny  in  subjects  have 
shed  the  blood  of  those  who  opposed  him,  ohen  been  permitted.    As  men  of  landed  estates,  1 
in  the  6eld,  sometimes  upon  the  scaffold.  Be*  had  no  fault  to  find  with  their  conduct,  though 
cause  he  knew  how  to  make  his  virtues  re-  much  to  reprehend,  and  mbch  to  wish  changed, 
specled  by  the  ungrateful,  he  has  merited  the  in  many  of  the  old  tenures.     Where  the  lettinf 
praises  of  those,  whom,  if  they  had  lived  in  his  of  their  land  was  by  rent,  I  could  not  discover 
time,  he  would  have  shut  up  in  the  Hostile,  that  their  agreements  with  their  farmers  were 
and  brought  to  punishment  along  with  the  re-  oppressive ;  nor  when  they  were  in  partner- 
gicides  whom  he  hanged  afler  he  had  famished  ship  with  the  farmer,  as  of\en  was  the  case, 
Paris  into  a  surrender.  have  I  heard  that  they  had  taken  the  lion's 
If  these  panegyrists  are  in  earnest  in  their  share.    The  proportions  seemed  not  inequi- 
admiration  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  they  must  table.    There  might  be  exceptions ;  but  cer- 
remember,  that  they  cannot  think  more  highly  tainly  they  were  exceptions  only.     I  have  no 
of  him,  than  he  did  of  the  noblesse  of  France ;  reason  to  believe  that  in  these  respects  the 
whose  virtue,  honour,  courage,  patriotism,  and  landed  noblesse  of  France  were  worse  than  the 
loyalty  were  his  constant  theme.  landed  gentry  of  this  country ;  certainly  in  no 
But  the  nobility  of  France  are  degenerated  respect  more  vexatious  than  the  landhoUers, 
since  the  days  of  Henry  the  Fourth.    This  is  not  noble,  of  their  own  nation.    In  cities  the 
possible.     But  it  is  more  than  I  can  believe  nobility  had  no  manner  of  power ;  in  the  coun- 
to  be  true  in  any  great  degree.    I  do  not  pro-  try  very  little.    You  know,  Sir,  that  mudi  of 
tend   to  know  France  as  correctly  as  some  the  civil  government,  and  the  p<dice  in  the 
others ;  but  I  hare  endeavoured  through  my  most  essential  parts,  was  not  in  the  hands  of 
whole  life  to  make  myself  acquainted  with  hu-  that  nobility  which  presents  itself  first  to  our 
Quui  nature :  oth^wise  I  should  be  unfit  to  take  consideration.    The  revenue,  the  system  and 
even  my  humble  part  in  the  service  of  mankind,  collection  of  which  were  the  moat  grievous 
In  that  study  I  could  not  pass  by  a  vast  por-  parts  of  the  French  government,  was  not  ad- 
tion  of  our  nature,  as  it  appeared  modified  in  ministered  by  the  men  of  the  aword;  nor  were 
a  country  but  twenty-four  miles  from  the  shore  they  answerable  for  the  vices  of  its  principle 
of  this  island.    On  my  best  observation,  com-  or  the  vexations,  where  any  such  exited,  in 
pared  with  my  best  inquiries,  I  found  your  no-  its  management. 

bility  for  the  greater  part  composed  of  men  of        Denying,  as  I  am  well  warranted  to  do,  that 

a  high  spirit,  and  of  a  delicate  sense  of  ho-  the  nobili^  had  any  considerable  riiare  in  the 

nour,  both  with  regard  to  themselves  individu-  oppression  of  the  people,  in  cases  in  which  real 

ally,  and  with  regard  to  their  whole  corps,  over  oppression  existed,  I  am  ready  to  admit  that 

whom  they  kept,  beyond  what  is  common  in  they  were  not  without  considerable  faulb  and 

other  countries,  a  censorial  eye.    They  were  errours.    A  foolish  imitation  of  the  worst  part 

lylerably  well-bred ;  very  officious,  humane,  of  the  manners  of  England,  which  impaired 

and  hospitable ;  in  their  conversation  frank  and  their  natural  character,  without  substituting  in 

open ;  with  a  good  military  tone ;  and  reason-  its  pWjce  what  perhaps  they  meant  to  copy,  has 

ably  tinctured  with  literature,  particularly  of  certainly  rendered  them  worse  than  fbnnerN 

the  authors  in  their  own  anguage.    Many  had  they  were.    Habitual  diaaoluteoen  of  manDcii 
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tootinued  beyond  the  pardonable  period  of  life,  opinion,  aztd  permanence  to  fugitive  esteem, 

tvas  more  common  among  them  than  it  is  with  It  is  a  sour,  malignant,  envious  dis{KwitioB, 

us ;  and  it  reigned  with  the  less  hope  of  re-  without  taste  fur  the  reality,  or  for  any  image 

nedy,  though  possibly  with  something  of  leas  or  representation  of  virtue,  that  sees  with  joy 

mischief,  by  being  covered  with  more  exteriour  the  unmerited  fall  of  what  had  long  flourished 

lecorum.    They  countenanced  too  much  that  in  splendour  and  in  honour.    I  do  not  like  to 

icentious  philosophy  which  has  helped  to  bring  see  any  thing  destroyed  ;  any  void  produced 

m  their  ruin.      There   was  another  errour  in  society ;  any  ruin  on  the  face  of  the  land, 

unong  them  more  fatal.    Those  of  the  com-  It  was  therefore  with  no  disappointment  or 

nons,  who  approached  to  or  exceeded  many  of  dissatisfaction  that  my  inquiries  and  obser- 

the  nobility  in  point  of  wealth,  were  not  fully  vations  did  not  present  to  me  any  incorrigible 

admitted  to  the  rank  and  estimation  which  vices  in  the  noblesse  of  Franco,  or  any  abuse 

wealth,   in  reason  and  good  policy,  ought  to  which  coukl  not  be  removed  by  a  reform  very 

bestow  in  every  country ;  though  I  thiiUc  not  short  of  abolition.    Your  noblesse  did  not  de- 

cqually  with  that  of  other  nobility.     The  two  serve  punishment;  but  to  degrade  is  to  punish, 

kindscf  aristocracy  were  too  punctiliously  kept  It  was  with  the  same  satisfaction  I  found 

asunder ;  less  so,  however,  than  in  Germany  that    the    result   of   my   inquiry  concerning 

and  some  other  nations.  your  clergy  was   not  dissimilar.      It  is  no 

This  separation,  as  I  have  already  taken  the  soothing  news  to  my  ears,  that  great  bodies 

liberty  of  suggesting  to  you,  I  conceive  to  be  of  men  are  incurably  corrupt..  It  is  not  with 

one  principoJ  cause  of  the  destruction  of  the  much  credulity  I  listen  to  any,  when  they 

old  nobility.     The  military,  particularly,  was  speak  evil  of  those  whom  they  are  going  to 

loo  exclusively  reserved  for   men  of  family,  plunder.      I   rather    suspect  that  vices    aro 

But,  afler  all,  this  was  an  errour  of  opinion,  feigned  or  exaggerated,  when  profit  is  iooked 

which  a  conflicting  opinion  would  have  recti-  for  in  their  punishment.    An  enemy  is  a  bad 

fied.    A  permanent  assembly,  in  which  the  witness:   a  robber  is  a  worse.     Vices  and 

commons  had  their  share  of  power,  would  soon  abuses  there  were  undoubtedly  in  that  order, 

abolish  wlmicvcr  was  too  invidious  and  insul-  and  must  be.    It  was  an  old  establishment, 

ting  in  these  distinctions ;  and  even  the  faults  and  not  frequently  revised.     But  I  saw  no 

in  the  morals  of  the  nobility  woukl  have  been  crimes  in  the  individuals  that  merited  confis- 

probabiy  corrected,  by  the  greater  varieties  of  cation  of  their   substance,   nor  those   cruel 

occupation  and  pursuit  to  which  a  constitution  insults  and  degradations,  and  that  unnatural 

by  orders  would  have  given  rise.  persecution  which  have  been  substituted  in  the 

All  this  violent  cry  against  the  nobility  I  place  of  meliorating  regulation. 

take  to  be  a  mere  work  of  art.    To  be  ho-  If  there  had  been  any  just  cause  for  this  new 

noured  and  even  privileged  by  the  laws,  opi-  religious  persecution,  the  atheistic  libellers, 

nions,  and  inveterate  usages  of  our  country,  who  act  as  trumpeters  to  animate  the  populace 

growing  out  of  the  prejudice   of   ages,  has  to  plunder,  do  not  love  any  body  so  much  as 

nothing  to  provoke  horrour  and  indignatipn  in  not  to  dwell  with  complacence  on  the  vices  of 

any  man.    Even  to  be  too  tenacious  of  those  the  existing  clergy.     This  they  have  not  done. 

privileges  is  not  absolutely  a  crime.     The  They  find  themselves  obliged  to  rake  into  the 

strong  struggle  in  every  individual  to  preserve  histories  of  former  ages  (which  they  have  ran- 

possession  of  what  he  has  found  to  belong  to  sacked  with  a  malignant  and  profligate  in- 

him,  and  to  distinguish  him,  is  one  of  the  dustry)  for  every  instance  of  oppression  and 

securities  against  injustice  and  despotism  im-  persecution  which  has  been  made  by  that  body 

planted   in  our  nature.     It  operates  as  an  or  in  its  favour,  in  order  to  justify,  upon  verjr 

instinct  to  secure  property,  and  to  preserve  iniquitous,  because  very  illogical  principles  ol 

communities   in  a  settled   state.     What  is  retaliation,  their  own  persecutions,  and  their 

there  to  shock  in  this?    Nobility  is  a  graceful  own  cruelties.    Afler  destroying  all  other  ge- 

ornament  to  the  civil  order.    It  is  the  Cerin-  nealogics  and  family  distinctions,  they  invent 

ihian  capital  of  polished  society.     Omnesboni  a  sort  of  pedigree  of  crimes.     It  is  not  very 

mobditati  aemper  faveima  was  the  saying  of  a  just  to  chastise  men  for  the  offences  of  their 

wise  and  good  man.    It  is  indeed  one  sign  of  natural  ancestors ;  but  to  take  the  fiction  of 

m  liberal  and  benevolent  mind  to  incline  to  it  ancestry  in  a  corporate  succession,  as  aground 

with  some  sort  of  partial  propensity.    He  feels  for  punishing  men  who  have  no  relation  to 

no  ennobling  principle  in  his  own  heart,  who  guilty  acts,  except  in  names  and  general  de* 

wishos  to  level  all  the  artiflcial  institutions  scriptions,  is  a  sort  of  refinement  in  injustiod 

Mrbich  have  been  adopted  (or  giving  a  body  to  belonging  to  the  philosophy  of  this  enlightraed 
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ago.  The  anembly  punishes  men,  many,  if  tntes,  senates,  parliaments,  national  asaem 
not  most,  of  whom  abhor  the  Tiolent  conduct  blics,  judges,  and  captains.  You  would  not 
of  ecclesiastics  in  former  times  as  much  as  cure  the  etil  by  resolving,  that  there  should 
their  present  persecutors  can  do,  and  who  be  no  more  monarchs,  nor  ministers  of  state, 
would  be  as  loud  and  as  strong  in  the  expre»*  nor  of  the  gospel ;  no  interpreters  of  law ;  ns 
tion  of  that  sense,  if  they  were  not  well  aware  general  officers ;  no  public  councils.  Tea 
of  the  purposes  for  which  all  this  declamation  might  change  the  names.  The  things  in  some 
IB  employed.  shape  must  remain.  A  certain  quantum  of 
-  Corporate  bodies  are  inmiortal  for  the  good  power  must  always  exist  in  the  community,  oi 
of  the  members,  but  not  for  their  punishment,  some  hands,  and  under  some  appellatioa« 
Nations  themselves  are  such  corporations.  Wise  men  will  apply  their  remedies  to  vices. 
As  well  might  we  in  England  think  of  waging  not  to  names ;  to  the  causes  of  evil  wliich  ai« 
inexpiable  war  upon  all  Frenchmen  for  the  permanent,  not  to  the  occasional  organs  by 
evils  which  they  have  brought  upon  as  in  the  which  they  act,  and  the  transitory  modes  in 
several  periods  of-our  mutual  hostilities.  You  which  they  appear.  Otherwise  yoa  wiD  be 
might,  on  your  part,  think  yourselves  justified  wise  historically,  a  fool  in  practice.  SeMoa 
in  falling  upon  all  Englislunen  on  account  of  have  two  ages  the  same  fa^ion  in  (heir  pre- 
the  unparalleled  calamities  brought  u)»on  the  texts  and  the  same  modes  of  misdiief.  Wick- 
people  of  France  by  the  unjust  invasions  of  our  edness  is  a  little  more  inventive.  Whilst  yoa 
Henries  and  our  Edwards.  Indeed  wc  should  are  discussing  fashion,  the  fashion  is  gone  by. 
be  mutually  justified  in  this  exterminatory  war  The  very  same  vice  assumes  a  new  body, 
upon  each  oUier,  full  as  much  as  you  are  in  the  The  spirit  transmigrates;  and,  far  from  losing 
unprovoked  persecution  of  your  present  coun-  its  principle  of  life  by  the  change  of  its  ap- 
trymen,  on  account  of  the  conduct  of  men  of  pearance,  it  is  renovated  in  its  nvw  organs 
the  same  name  in  other  times.  with  the  fresh  vigour  of  a  juvenile  activity.  It 
We  do  not  draw  the  moral  lessons  we  might  walks  abroad ;  it  continues  its  ravages ;  whilst 
firom  history.  On  the  contrary,  without  care  it  you  are  gibbeting  the  carcase,  or  demolishing 
may  be  used  to  vitiatu  our  minds  and  to  destroy  the  tomb.  You  are  terrifying  yourselves  with 
our  happiness.  In  history  a  great  volume  is  ghosts  and  apparitions,  whilst  your  house  if 
unrolled  for  our  instruction,  drawing  the  mate«  the  haunt  of  robbers.  It  is  thus  with  all  those, 
rials  of  future  wisdom  from  the  past  errours  who,  attending  only  to  the  shell  and  buck  of 
and  infirmities  of  mankind.  It  may,  in  the  history,  think  they  are  waging  war  witli  into> 
perversion,  serve  for  a  magazine,  furnishing  lerance,  pride,  and  cruelty,  whilst,  under  ookwr 
offensive  and  defensive  weapons  for  parties  in  of  abhorring  the  ill  principles  of  antiquated 
church  and  state,  and  supplying  the  means  of  parties,  they  are  authorizing  and  feeding  tha 
keeping  alive,  *^r  reviving  dissensions  and  ani-  same  odious  vices  in  different  factions,  and 
mosities,  and  adding  fuel  to  civil  fury.    History  perhaps  in  worse. 

consbts,  for  the  greater  part,  of  the  miseries        Your  citizens  of  Paris  fbrmeriy  had  lent 

brought  upon  ilie  world  by  pride,  ambition,  themselves  as  the  ready  instruments  to  daogb- 

ararice,  revenge,   lust,   sedition,  hjrpocrisy,  ter  the  followers  of  Calvin,  at  the  infiimoiw 

imgovemed  zeal,  and  .ill  the  train  of  disor-  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew.    What  shoold 

derly  appetites,  which  shake  the  public  with  we  say  to  those  who  could  think  of  retaliating 

the  same  on  the  Parisians  of  this  day  the  abominations 

<«  ..^  Ki        .         .V  . .  and  horrours  of  that  time?    They  are  indeed 

"  troublous  storms  that  toss  ,       _l»  .     uu     -i._.  i* 

The  private  state,  and  render  life  uiisweeL"  brought  to  abhor  that  massacre,     h  erocious  af 

they  are,  it  is  not  difficult  to  make  them  dia- 

These  vices  arc  tlie  cauaet  of  those  storms,  like  it ;  because  the  politicians  and  fashionabia 

Religion,  morals,  laws,  prerogatives,  privi-  teachers  have  no  interest  in  giving  their  paa* 

leges,  libertie?,  rights  of  men,  are  the  preUxtt.  sions  exactly  the  same  direction.    Still  how- 

The  pretexts  are  always  found  in  some  spe-  ever  they  find  it  their  interest  to  keep  the  sama 

cious  appearance  of  a  real  good.    You  would  savage  dispositions  alive.     It  was  but  the 

not  secure  men  from  t}-ranny  and  sedition,  by  other  day  that  they  caused  this  very  maiffSfrT 

rooting  out  of  the  mind  the  principles  to  which  to  be  acted  on  the  stage  for  the  diversion  of 

these  fraudulent  pretexts  apply?    If  you  did,  the  descendants  of  those  who  oonunitted  it 

you  would  root  out  every  thing  that  is  valuable  In  this  tragic  farce  they  produced  the  cardinal 

in  the  human  breast.    As  these  are  the  pre-  of  Lorraine  in  his  robes  of  function,  ordering 

ters,  so  the  ordinary  actors  and  instruments  in  general  slaughter.     Was  this  apectade  ia- 

(reat  public  evils  are  kings,  priests,  mairi»-  tended  to  main  ^Parisians  abhor  penectrtioiw 
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•nd  loath  the  efiusion  of  Uood  ?— No ;  it  wu  braced.    It  will  teach  posterity  not  to  "}»}n 

to  teach  them  to  persecute  their  own  pastors ;  war  upon  either  religion  or  philosophy,  for  tfa« 

it  was  to  excite  them,  by  raising  a  disgust  and  abuse  which  the  hypocrites  of  both  ha?e  made 

horrour  of  their  clergy,  to  an  alacrity  in  hun-  of  the  two  most  valuable  blessings  conferred 

ting  down  to  destruction  an  order,  which,  if  it  upon  us  by  the  bounty  of  the  universal  Patron, 

ought  tr  exist  at  all,  ought  to  exist  not  only  in  who  in  all  things  eminently  favours  and  pr(^ 

safety,  3ut  in  reverence.    It  was  to  stimulate  tects  the  race  of  man. 

their  cannibal  appetites  (which  one  would  If  your  clergy,  or  any  clergy,  should  shew 

think  had  been  gorged  sufficiently)  by  variety  themsehres  vicious  beyond  the  fair  bounds  al> 

and  seasoning;  and  to  quicken  them  to  an  lowed  to  human  infirmi^,  and  to  those  pro* 

alertness  in  new  murders  and  massacres,  if  it  fessional  faults  which  can  hardly  be  separated 

should  suit  the  purpose  of  the  Guises  of  the  from  professional  virtues,  though  their  vicei 

day.    An  assembly,  in  which  sat  a  multitude  never  can  countenance  the  exercise  of  oppree* 

of  priests  and  prelates,  was  obliged  to  suffer  Bi(»i,  I  do  admit,  that  they   would  naturally 

this  indignity  at  its  door.    The  author  was  have  the  effect  of  abating  very  much  of  our 

not  sent  to  the  gallies,  nor  the  players  to  the  indignation  against  the  tyrants  who  exceed 

house  of  correction.    Not  long  aAer  this  exhi-  measure  and  justice  in  their  punishment.    I 

bition,  those  players  came  forward  to  the  can  allow  in  clergymen,  through  all  their  divi- 

assembly  to  claim  the  rites  of  that  very  reli-  sions,  some  tenaciousness  of  their  own  opi- 

gion  which  they  had  dared  to  expose,  and  to  nion ;  some  overflowings  of  zeal  for  its  propa- 

shew  their  prostituted  faces  in  the   senate,  gation ;  some  predilection  to  their «wn  state 

whilst  the  arch-bishop  of  Paris,  whose  function  and  office ;  some  attachment  to  the  interest  of 

was  known  to  his  people  only  by  his  prayers  their  own  corps ;  some  preference  to  those  who 

and  benedictions,  and  his  wealth  only  by  alms,  listen  with  docility  to  their  doctrines,  beyond 

is  forced  to  abandon  his  house,  and  to  fly  those  who  scorn  and  deride  them.    I  allow  all 

from  his  flock   (as  from  ravenous  wolves)  this,  because  I  am  a  man  who  have  to  deal 

because,  truly,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  the  with  men,  and  who  would  not,  through  a  vio 

cardinal  of  Lorraine  was  a  rebel  and  a  mur-  lence  of  toleration,  run  into  the  greatest  of  all 

derer.'*  intolerance.     I  must  bear  with    infiimitiea 

•  Such  is  the  effect  of  the  perversion  of  his-  tmtil  they  fester  into  crimes. 

tory,  by  those,  who,  fi)r  the  same  nefarious  Undoubtedly,  the  natural  progress  of  the 

purposes,  have  perverted  every  other  part  of  passions,  from  frailty  to  vice,  ought  to  be  pre> 

learning.    But  those  who  will  stand  up<Hi  that  vented  by  a  watchful  eye  and  a  firm  hand. 

elevation  of  reason,  which  places  centuries  But  is  it  true  that  the  body  of  your  clergy  had 

under  our  eye,  and  brings  things  to  the  true  past  those  limits  <^  a  just  aUowance  ?    From 

pohit  of  comparison,   which    obscures  little  the  general  style  of  your  late  publications  of 

names,  and  eflaces  the  colours  of  little  parties,  all  sorts,  one  would  be  led  to  believe  that  your 

and  to  which  nothing  can  ascend  but  the  spirit  clergy  in  France  were  a  sort  of  monsters , 

and  moral  quality  of  human  actions,  will  say,  an  horrible  composition  <^  superstition,  igno 

to  the  teachers  of  the  Palais  Royal,—- the  car-  ranee,  sloth,  fraud,  avarice,  and  tyranny.  But 

dinal  of  Lorraine  was  the  murderer  of  the  is  this  true  ?    Is  it  true,  that  the  lapse  of 

sixteenth  century,  you  have  the  glory  of  being  time,  the  cessation  of  conflicting  interests,  the 

the  murderers  in  the  ei^teenlh ;  and  this  is  woeful  experience  of  the  evils  resulting  frtMB 

the  only  difference  between  you.    But  history,  party  rage,  have  had  no  sort  of  influence  grsi- 

in  the  nineteenth  century,  better  imderstood,  dually  to  meliorate  their  minds?    Is  it  true, 

and  better  emptoyed,  will,  I  trust,  teach  a  that  they  were  daily  renewing  invasions  oa 

civilized  posterity  to  abhor  the  misdeeds  of  the  civil  power,  troubling  the  domestic  quiet 

both  these  barbarous  ages.  It  will  teach  future  of  their  country,  and  rendering  the  operation! 

priests  and  magistrates  not  to  retaliate  upon  of  its  government  feeble  and 'precarious?  Is 

the  speculative  and  inactive  atheists  of  future  it  true,  that  the  clergy  of  our  times  have 

times,  the  enormities  committed  by  the  present  pressed  down  the  laity  with  an  iron  hand,  and 

practical  zeabts  and  ftirious  fanatics  of  that  were,  in  all  places,  lighting  up  the  fires  of  a 

wretched  errour,  which,  in  its  quiescent  state^  savage  persecution  ?    Did  they  by  every  fraud 

is  more  than  punished,  whenever  it  is  em-  endeavour  to  increase  their  estates  ?  Did  they 

use  to  exceed  the  due  demands  on  estates  that 

-  «,L.   ,                              i-  I.   .     u    r  •.>  ^w*  their  own?     Or,  rigidly  screwing  i» 

*  This  is  on  a  supposition  of  the  truth  of  this  .^^  ;-#««««»    AiA  tix^^  n^wm^  7\m^\ 

story ;  but  he  was  Viot  in  France  at  the  time.  ^  *P^  ""^^"^^  .<*»^  ^^^  !^I^J!^  **«^ 

One  name  servea  as  waU  as  another.  daim  mto  avexatioui  eitortion?   Whennol 
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possessed  of  power,  were  they  filled  with  the  cise  of  their  authority.    They  secnifd  to  n», 

vices  of  those  who  envy  it  ?    Were  they  en-  beyond   the  clerical  character,    liberal    aad 

flamed  with  a  violent  litigious  spirit  of  con-  open ;  with  the  hearts  of  gentlemen,  and  mcB 

troversy  ?    Goaded  on  with  the  ambition  of  of  honour ;  neither  insolent  nor  servile  in  their 

iDtrilectual  sovereignty,  were  they  ready  to  fly  manners  and  conduct.    They  seemed  to  me 

in  the  fbce.of  all  magistracy,  to  fire  churches,  rather  a  superiour  class ;  a  set  of  men,  among 

to  massacre  the  priests  of  other  descriptions,  whom  you  would  not  be  surprised  to  find  a 

to  pull  down  altars,  and  to  make  their  way  Pendon,    I  saw  among  the  clergy  in  Paris 

over  the  ruins  of  subverted  governments  to  an  (many  of  the  description  are  not  to  be  met 

empireof  doctrine,  sometimes  flattering,  some-  with  any  where)  men  of  great  learning  and 

times  forcing  the  consciences  of  men  from  the  candour;  and  I  had  reason   to  believe,  that 

jurisdiction  of  public  institutions  into  a  sub-  this  description  was   not  confined  to  Paris 

mission  to  their  personal  authority,  beginning  What  I  found  in  other  places,  I  know  was 

with  a  claim  of  liberty  and  ending  with  an  accidental ;  and  therefore  to  be  presumed  a 

abuse  of  power  ?  fair  sample.    I  spent  a  few  days  in  a  provio- 

These,  or  some  of  these,  were  the  vices  cial  town,  where,  in  the  absence  of  the  bishop, 

objected,  and  not  wholly  without  foundation,  I  passed  my  evenings  with  three  clergymen, 

to  several  of  the  churchmen  of  former  times,  his  vicars-general,  persons  who  would  have 

who  belonged  to  the  two  great  parties  which  done  honour  to  any  church.     They  were  al 

then  divided  and  distracted  Europe.  well  informed;  two  of  them  of  deep,  general, 

If  ther*  was  in  France,  as  in  other  coun-  and  extensive  erudition,  ancient  and  modem, 
tries  there  visibly  is,  a  great  abatement,  ratlier  oriental  and  western;  particularly  in  their  own 
than  any  increase  of  these  vices,  instead  of  prdession.  They  had  a  more  extensive  know- 
loading  the  present  clergy  with  the  crimes  of  ledge  of  our  English  divines  than  1  expected, 
other  men,  and  the  odious  character  of  other  and  they  entered  into  the  genius  of  those 
times,  in  common  equity  they  ought  to  be  writers  with  a  critical  accuracy.  One  of  these 
praised,  encouraged,  and  supported,  in  their  gentlemen  is  since  dead,  the  Abb^  Mor<mgis. 
departure  from  a  spirit  which  disgraced  their  I  pay  this  tribute,  without  rehictance,  to  the 
predecessors,  and  for  having  assumed  a  temper  memory  of  that  noble,  reverend,  learned,  and 
of  mind  and  manners  more  suitable  to  their  excellent  person ;  and  I  should  do  the  same, 
■acred  function.  with  equal  cheerfulness,  to  the  merits  of  the 

When  my  occasions  took  me  into  France,  others,  who  I  believe  are  still  living,  if  I  did 

towards  the  close  of  the  late  reign,  the  clergy,  not  fear  to  hurt  those  whom  I  am  unable  to 

ondor  all  their  forms,  engaged  a  considerable  serve. 

part  of  my  curiosity.  So  far  fi^m  finding  Some  of  these  ecclesiastics,  of  rank,  are,  by 
(except  from  one  set  of  men,  not  then  very  all  titles,  persons  deserving  of  general  respeti, 
numerous  though  very  active)  the  complaints  They  are  deserving  of  gratitude  from  me,  and 
and  discontents  against  that  body,  which  some  firom  many  English.  If  this  letter  should  ever 
publications  had  given  me  reason  to  expect,  I  come  into  their  hands,  I  hope  they  will  believe 
percf'ive  little  or  no  public  or  private  uneasi-  there  are  those  of  our  nation  who  feel  for  their 
ness  on  their  account.  On  further  examina-  unmerited  fall,  and  for  the  cruel  ccmfiscation  of 
tioc,  I  fobnd  the  clergy  in  general,  persons  of  their  fortunes,  with  no  commoo  sensibility, 
moderate  minds  and  decorous  manners  ;  I  in-  What  I  say  of  them  is  a  testimony,  as  far  as 
elude  the  seculars,  and  the  regulars  of  both  one  feeble  voice  can  go,  which  1  owe  to  truth. 
•exeF.  I  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  know  a  Whenever  the  question  of  tliis  unnatural  peise- 
great  many  of  the  parochial  clergy ;  but  in  cution  is  concerned,  I  will  pay  it.  No  one 
general  I  received  a  perfectly  good  account  of  shall  prevent  me  from  being  just  and  grateful, 
their  morals,  and  of  their  attention  to  their  The  time  is  fitted  for  the  duty ;  and  it  is  par- 
duties.  Wi'h  some  of  the  higher  clergy  I  had  ticulariy  becoming  to  shew  our  justice  and 
a  personal  acquaintance  ;  and  of  the  rest  in  gratitude,  when  those  who  have  deserved  weL 
that  class,  a  very  good  means  of  information,  of  us  and  of  mankind  are  labouring  under 
They  were,  almost  all  of  them,  persons  of  popular  obloquy  and  the  persecutions  of  op|ve»> 
noble  birth.    They  resembled  others  of  their  sive  power. 

own   rank;  and  where  there  was  any  difle-  You  had  before  your  revolution  about  an 

rence,  it  was  in  their  favour.  They  were  more  hundred  and  twenty  bishops.    A  few  of  them 

fiilly  educated  than  the  military  noblesse ;  so  were  men  of  eminent  sanctity,  and  diaritj 

as  by  no  means  to  disgrace  their  profession  by  without  limit.    When  we  talk  of  the  heroic,  of 

^piorunce,  or  by  want  of  fitness  for  the  exer-  coarse  we  talk  of  rare,  virtue.    I  believe  the 
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instancej  of  eminent  depraTity  may  he  as  rare  all  religious  tenets  that  are  known  or  can  be 
among  (hem  as  those  of  transcendant  good-  invented.  The  new  lawgivers  have  not  aaoer- 
ness.  Examples  of  avarice  and  of  licentiou»-  tained  any  thing  whatsoever  concerning  their 
Dess  may  be  picked  out,  J  -io  not  question  it,  quaUfications,  relative  either  to  doctrine  or  to 
by  those  who  delight  in  the  investigation  which  morals ;  no  more  than  they  have  done  with 
eads  to  such  discoveries.  A  man,  as  dd  as  I  regard  to  the  subordinate  clergy ;  nor  does  it 
am,  will  not  be  astonished  that  several,  in  appear  but  that  both  the  higher  and  the  lower 
every  description,  do  not  lead  that  perfect  life  may,  at  their  discretion,  practise  or  preadi 
<^ self-denial,  with  regard  to  wealth  or  to  plea-  any  mode  of  religion  or  irreligion  that  they 
•ure,  which  is  wished  for  by  all,  by  some  ex-  please.  I  do  not  yet  see  what  the  jurisdiction 
pected,  but  by  none  exacted  with  more  rigour,  of  bishops  over  their  subordinates  is  to  be ;  or 
than  by  those  who  are  the  most  attentive  to  whetherthey  are  to  have  any  jurisdiction  at  alL 
their  own  interests,  or  the  most  indulgent  to  In  short,  Sir,  it  seems  to  me,  that  this  new 
their  own  passions.  When  I  was  in  France,  ecclesiastical  establishment  is  intended  only  to 
lam  certain  that  the  number  of  vicious  prelates  be  temporary,  and  preparatory  to  the  utter 
was  not  great.  Certain  individuals  among  abolition,  under  any  of  its  forms,  of  the  Chrie- 
tnem,  not  distinguisnable  for  the  regularity  of  tian  religion,  whenever  the  minds  of  men  are 
their  lives,  made  some  amends  for  their  want  prepared  for  this  last  stroke  against  it,  by  the 
of  tne  severe  virtues,  in  their  possession  of  the  accomplishment  of  the  plan  for  bringing  ita 
liberal ;  and  were  endowed  with  qualities  ministers  into  universal  contempt.  They  who 
which  made  them  useful  in  the  church  and  will  not  believe,  that  the  philosophical  fanatics 
state.  I  am  told,  that  with  few  exceptions,  who  guide  in  these  matters,  have  long  enter- 
Louis  the  Sixteenth  had  been  more  attentive  tained  such  a  design,  are  utterly  ignorant  of 
to  character,  in  his  promotions  to  that  rank,  their  character  and  proceedings.  These  en- 
than  his  immediate  predecessor ;  and  I  believe  thusiasts  do  not  scruple  to  avow  their  opinion, 
(as  some  spirit  of  reform  has  prevailed  through  that  a  state  can  subsist  without  any  religion 
the  whole  reign)  that  it  may  be  true.  But  the  better  than  with  one  {  and  that  they  are  able 
present  ruling  power  has  shewn  a  disposition  to  supply  the  place  of  any  good  which  may  be 
only  to  plynder  the  church.  It  has  punished  in  it,  by  a  project  of  their  own — namely,  by  a 
all  prelates  ;  which  is  to  favour  the  vicious,  at  sort  of  education  they  have  imagined,  founded 
least  in  point  of  reputation.  It  has  made  a  in  a  knowledge  of  the  physical  wants  of  men ; 
degrading  pensionary  establishment,  to  which  progressively  carried  to  an  enlightened  sell^ 
no  man  of  liberal  ideas  or  liberal  condition  will  interest,  which,  when  well  understood,  they 
destine  his  children.  It  must  settle  into  the  tell  us,  will  identify  with  an  interest  more 
■owast  classes  of  the  people.  As  with  you  the  enlarged  and  public.  The  scheme  of  this 
inferiour  clergy  are  not  numerous  enough  for  education  has  been  bng  known.  Of  late  they 
their  duties ;  as  these  duties  are,  beyond  mea-  distinguish  it  (as  they  have  got  an  intire  new 
sure,  minute  and  toilsome ;  as  you  have  left  nomenclature  of  technical  terras)  by  the  name 
ao  middle  classes  of  clergy  at  their  ease,  in  of  a  Civic  Education. 

\iture  nothing  of  science  or  erudition  can  exist  I  hope  their  partisans  in  England  (to  whom 

in  the  Grallican  church.      To  complete  the  I  rather  attribute  very  inconsiderate  conduct 

project,  without  the  least  attention  to  the  rights  than  the  ultimate  object  in  this  detestable  d(v 

of  patrons,  the  assembly  has  provided  in  futuro  sign)  will  succeed  neither  in  the  pillage  of  the 

an  elective  clergy ;  an  arrangement  which  will  ecclesiastics,  nor  in  the  introduction  of  a  prin- 

drive  out  of  the  clerical  profession  all  men  of  ciple  of  popular  election  ^to  our  bishoprics  and 

sobriety ;  all  who  can  pretend  to  independence  parochial  cures.     This,  in  the  present  condi- 

in  their  function  or  their  conduct ;  and  which  tion  of  the  world,  wouki  be  the  last  corruption 

will  throw  the  whole  direction  of  the  public  <^  the  church ;  the  utter  ruin  cf  a  Jerical  char 

mind  into  the  hands  of  a  set  of  licentious,  boM,  racter;   the  most  dangerous  shock  tliat  the 

crafty,  factious,  flattering  wretches,  of  such  state  ever  received  through  a  misunderstood 

condition  and  such  habits  of  life  as  will  make  arrangement  of  religion.    I  know  well  enough 

their  contemptible  pensions  (in  comparison  of  that  the  bishoprics  and  cures,  under  kingly  and 

which  the  stipend  of  an  exciseman  is  lucra-  seignoral  patronage,  as  now  they  are  in  Eng- 

tive  and  honourable)  an  object  of  low  and  iUi-  land,  and  as  they  have  been  lately  in  France 

beral  intrigue.     Those  officers,   whom  they  are  sometimes  acquired  by  unwortliy  methods  * 

sliU  call  bishops,  are  to  be  elected  to  a  prov:*  but  the  other  mode  of  ecclesiastical  canvass 

wm  comparatively  mean,  through  the  same  subjects  them  infinitely  more  surely  and  morr 

«ts,  (that  iS|  electioneering  arts,)  by  men  of  gSMraUy  to  all  the  evil  aits  of  low  ambitioa 
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ffhichi  operating  on  and  ihrough  great  nuin-  wbstanoe  of  that  ayttem  which  they  widied  M 

bersi  will  produce  miadiief  in  proportion.  roform.    Many  of  their  desceodanta  have  r»> 

Thoee  of  you  who  have  robbed  the  clergy,  tained  the  same  zeal,  btrt  (as  less  engaged  m 

tftink  that  they  shall  easily  reconcile  their  coo-  conflict)  widi  more  moderation.*   They  do  not 

duet  to  all  protestant  nations ;   because  the  forget  that  justice  and  mwcy  are  substantial 

clergy,  whom  they  have  thus  plundered,  de-  parts  of  religion.    Impious  men  do  not  reooo- 

graded,  and  gfiven  over  to  mockery  and  scorn,  mend    themselves   to    their    oommunion  bj 

aieoftheRomanCatholic,  that  is,  of  tfteiroion  iniquity  and  cruelty  towards  any  descripcioa 

pretended  persuasion.    I  have  no  doubt  that  of  their  fellow-creatures, 
•ome  miserable  bigots  will  be  found  here  as        We  heard  these  new  teadiers  contiouslly 

well  as  elsewhere,  who  hate  sects  and  parlies  boasting  of  their  spirit  of  toleratioo.   Timt 

different  from  their  own,  more  than  they  love  those  persons  should  tolerate  all  opinioos,  wbo 

the  substance  of  rdigion ;  and  who  are  more  think  none  to  be  of  estimatiim,  is  a  matter  of 

angry  with  those  who  differ  from  them  in  their  small  merit.    Equal  neglect  is  not  impartial 

particular  plans  and  systems,  than  displeased  kindness.  The  species  of  benevolence,  whidi 

with  those  who  attack  the  foundation  of  our  arises  from    contempt,   is   no   true  dnritf. 

common  hope.     These  men  will  write  and  There  are  in  England  abundance  of  men  who 

speak  on  the  subject  in  the  manner  that  is  to  tolerate  in  the  true  spirit  of  t(dc*ration.    Thejr 

be  expected  from  their  temper  and  character,  think  the  dogmas  of  religion,  though  in  difiereni 

Burnet  8a3rs,  that  when  he  was  in  France,  in  degrees,  are  all  of  moment;  and  that  among 

Uie  year  168S,  "  the  method  which  carried  them  there  is,  as  among  all  things  of  vahn, 

over  the  men  of  the  finest  parts  to  popery  was  a  just   ground  of  preference.     They  favour, 

this  they  brou^t  themselves  to  doubt  of  therefore,  and  they  tolerate.     They  tolerate, 

the  whole  Christian  religion.   When  that  was  not  because  they  despise  opinions,  but  becasae 

once  done,  ii  seemed  a  more  indifferent  thing  they  rrapect  justice.    They  would  levereody 

of  what  side  or  form  they  continued  outwardly."  and  affectionately  protect  all  religions,  because 

If  this  was  tlien  the  ecclesiastic  policy  of  they  love  and  venerate  the  gretU  principle  upon 

France,  it  is  what  they  have  since  but  loo  which  they  all  agree,  and  the  great  otqect  to 

much  reason  to  repent  of.     They  preferred  which  they  are  all  directed.    They  ^gia  more 

atheism  to  a  form  of  religion  not  agreeable  to  and  more  plainly  to  discern,  that  we  have  tO 

their  ideas.     They  succeeded  in  destroying  a  common  cause,  as  against  a  conunon  enemy, 

that  form ;  and  atheism  has  succeeded  in  de>  They  will  not  be  so  misled  by  the  8{Hnt  of 

Btroying  them.    I  can  readily  give  credit  to  &ction,  as  not  to  distinguish  what  is  done  in 

Burners  story,  because  I  have  observed  too  &vour  of  their  subdivision,  from  those  acts  of 

much  of  a  similar  spirit  (for  a  Utile  of  it  is  hostility,  which,  through  some  particaiar  de- 

"  much  too  much")  among  ourselves.     The  scription,  are  aimed  at  the  whole  corps,  a 

humour,  however,  is  not  general.  which  they  themselves,  under  another  denooBi- 

The  teachers  who  reformed  our  religion  in  nation,  are  included.  It  is  impoosible  forme  l» 

England  bore  no  sort  of  resemblance  to  your  say  what  may  be  the  character  of  every  d»> 

present  reforming  doctors  ui  Paris.    Perifiaps  scription  of  men  among  us.    But  I  speak  &t 

they  were  (like  those  whom  they  opposed)  the  greater  part;  andfrn*  them,  I  mustt^yoa, 

rather  more  than  could  be  wished  under  the  that  sacrilege  is  no  part  of  their  doetrae  of 

influence  of  a  party  spirit ;  but  they  were  most  good  woiks ;  that,  so  far  from  calling  you  into 

sincere  believers ;  men  of  the  most  fervent  and  their  fellowship  on  sudi  tide,  if  your  ptofessoit 

exalted  piet}[ ;  ready 4o  die  (as  some  of  them  are  admitted  to  their  communion,  they  most 

did  die)  like  true  heroes  in  defence  of  their  carefully  conceal  their  doctrine  of  die  lawfot* 

particular  ideas  o(  Christianity ;  as  they  would  ness  of  the  proscription  of  innocent  men ;  and 

with  equal  fortitude,  and  more  cheerfully,  for  that  they  must  make  restitution  of  all  stokn 

Uiat  stock  of  general  truth,  for  the  branches  of  goods  whatsoever.    Till  then  (hey  are  none  of 

which  they  contended  with  their  blood.    These  ours. 

nen  would  have  disavowed  with  horrour  those        You  may  suppose  that  we  do  not  approve 

wret^es  who  claimed  a  feUowship  with  them  your  confiscation  of  the  revenues  of  bi^M^ 

open  no  other  titles  than  those  of  their  having  and  deans,  and  chapters,  and  parochial  dergy, 

pillaged  the  persons  with  whom  they  maintained  possessing  independent  estates  arising  froai 

controversies,  and  their  having  despised  the  land,  because  we  have  the  same  sort  of  esta* 

common  religion,  for  the  purity  of  which  they  blisluneot  in  England.    That  objection,  yon 

exerted  themselves  with  a  zeal,  which  unequi-  will  say,  cannot  hold  as  to  the  confiscatka  of 

foeally  bespoke  their  highest  revereooe  for  the  the  foods  ofmonki  and  ouds,  and  the  «bolitiai 
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at  their  order  (t  is  true  that  this  particuUr  alehoose  or  a  baker's  shop,  the  rery  shadoiv 
part  c(  jroui  general  confiscation  does  not  affect  of  a  constructive  property,  are  more  ceremo* 
England,  as  a  precedent  in  point:  but  the  niously  treated  in  our  parliament  than  with  yo« 
reason  applies,  aiid  it  goes  a  great  way.  The  the  oldest  and  most  valuable  landed  possee* 
long  parliament  confisoited  the  lands  of  deans  sions,  in  the  hands  of  the  most  respectablo 
and  chapters  in  England  on  the  same  ideas  personages,  or  than  the  whole  body  of  the  mo> 
upon  which  you.*  a.-semt>\v  set  to  sale  the  lands  nied  and  commercial  mterest  of  your  country, 
of  the  monastic  ordeis.    But  it  is  in  the  prin-     We  entertain  a  high  opinion  of  the  legislative 

ciple  of  injustice  that  the  danger  lies,  snd  not  authority ;  but  we  have  never  dreiunt  that 
in  the  oescription  of  persons  on  whom  it  is     parliaments  had  any  right  whatever  to  violata 

fest  exetciscd.    I  see,  in  a  country  very  near  property,  to  over-rule  prescription,  or  to  force 

us,  a  course  of  policy  pursued,  which  sets  jus-  a  currency  of  their  own  fiction  in  the  place  of 

tice,  the  common  concern  of  mankind,  at  defi-  that  which  is  real,  and  recognized  by  the  law 

ance.    With  the  national  assembly  of  France,  of  nations.   But  you,  who  began  with  refusing 

possession  is  nothing,  law  and  usage  are  no-  to  submit  to  the  most  moderate  restraints,  have 

thing.    I  see  the  national  assembly  openly  ended  by  establishing  an  unheard-of  despotism, 

reprobate  the  doctrine  of  prescription,  which  I  find  the  ground  upon  which  your  confiBcators 

one  of  the  greatest  of  their  own  lawyers*  tells  go  is  this ;  that  indeed  Iheir  proceedings  could 

us,  with  great  truth,  is  a  part  of  the  law  of  not  be  supported  in  a  court  of  justice ;  but  that 

nature.    He  tells  us,  that  the  positive  ascer-  the  rules  of  prescription  cannot  bind  a  legi»- 

tainment  of  its  limits,  and  its  security  from  lative  assembly.*    So  that  this  legislative  as- 

invasion,  were  among  the  causes  for  which  sembly  of  a  free  nation  sits,  not  for  the  secu- 

civil  society  itself  has  been  instituted.   If  pre-  rity,  but  for  the  destruction  of  property,  and 

scription  be  once  shaken,  no  species  of  pro-  not  of  property  only,  but  of  every  rule  and 

perty  is  secure,  when  it  once  becomes  an  object  maxim  which  can  give  it  stability,  and  of 

fatrge  enough  to  tempt  the  cupidity  of  indigent  those  instnmients  which  can  alone  give  it  cir- 

power.    I  see  a  practice  perfectly  correspon-  culation. 

Jent  to  their  contempt  of  this  great  fundamen-        When  the  anabaptists  of  Munster,  in  the 

tal  part  of  natural  law.    I  see  the  confiscaton  sixteenth  century,  had   filled  Germany  with 

begin  with  bishops,  and  chapters,  and  mona*-  confusion,  by  their  system  of  levelling,  and 

teries ;  but  I  do  not  see  them  end  there.    I  see  their  wiki  opinions  concerning  property,  to 

the  princes  of  the  blood,  who,  by  the  oklest  what  country  in  Europe  did  not  the  progress 

usages  of  that  kingdom,  held  large  landed  as-  of  their  fuiy  furnish  just  cause  of  alann  ?   Of 

tales,  (hardly  with  the  compliment  of  a  debate,)  all  things,  wisdom  Lb  the  most  terrified  with 

deprived  of  their  possessions,  and  in  lieu  of  epidemical  fanaticism,  because  of  ail  enemies 

their  stable  independent  property,  reduced  to  it  is  that  against  which  i^e  is  the  least  able  to 

the  hope  of  some  precarious,  charitable  pen-  furnish  any  kind  of  resource.    We  cannot  be 

sion,  at  the  pleasure  of  an  assembly,  which  of  ignorant  of  the  spirit  of  atheistical  &naticism, 

course  will  pay  little  regard  to  the  ri^ts  of  that  is  inspired  by  a  multitude  of  writings,  dis- 

pensionera  at  pleasure,  when  it  despises  those  persed  with  incredible  assiduity  and  expense, 

of  legal  proprietors.    Flushed  with  the  inso-  and  by  sermons  delivered  in  all  the  streets  and 

lence  of  their  first  inglorious  victories,  and  places  of  public  resort  in  Paris.    These  wri- 

pressed  by  the  distresses  caused  by  the  lust  of  tings  and  Benoosu  have  filled  the  populace  with 

anhalk)wed  lucre,  disappointed  but  not  di»-  a  black  and  savage  aUrocity  of  mind,  which 

oouraged,  they  have  at  length  ventured  com-  supersedes  in  them  the  common  feelings  of 

pletely  to  subvert  all  property  of  all  descriptions  nature,  as  well  as  all  sentiments  of  morality 

throughout  the  extent  of  a  great  kingdom.  They  and  religion;  insomuch  that  these  wretches 

b«ve  compelled  all  men,  in  all  transactions  ik  are  induced  to  bear  with  a  suUen  patience  the 

commerce,  in  the  dbposal  of  lands,  in  civil  intolerable  distresses  brought  upon  them  by  the 

dealing,  and  through  the  whole  communion  of  violent  convulsions  and  permutations  that  have 

life    to  accept  a  perfect  payment  and  good  been  made  in  property .f    The  spirit  of  pro 
and  lawful  tender,  the  symbols  of  their  specu- 

laUoni  on  a  prelected  sale  of  their  plunder         ^  ^  ^^  ^^  ^  ^^^       ^^ 

What  vestiges  of  Uberty  or  property  have  they  of  the  national  assembly, 
lefl?    The  tenant-right  of  a  cabbage  garden,        f  Whether  i^e  following  description  is  strictly 

t  year's  interest  in  a  hovel,  the  good-wUl  of  an  true  I  know  not ;  but  it  is  what  ihe  publishen 

°  would  have  pass  for  true,  in  order  to  animate 

others.    In  a  l^ter  from  Toul,  given  in  one  of 

•  Domau  their  papers,  is  the  fbUowing  passsge  conoamim 


534  REKLKCTIUNS  ON  THE  RESOLUTION  IN  FRANCE. 

•elytism  attendi  this  spirit  of  fanaticism,  confiscatioos  of  any  kind;  or  that  any  cm 
They  have  societies  to  cabal  and  correspond  description  of  citizens  should  be  brought  to 
at  home  and  abroad  for  the  propagation  of  regard  any  of  the  others  as  their  proper  prey.* 
their  tenets.  The  republic  ofB^ne,  one  of  Nations  are  wading  deeper  and  deeper  into  ■■ 
the  happiest,  the  most  prosperous,  and  the  best  ocean  of  boundless  debt.  Public  debts  whidi 
governed  countries  upon  earth,  is  one  of  the  at  first  were  a  security  to  governments,  by 
great  objects,  at  the  destruction  of  which  they  interesting  many  in  the  public  tranquillity,  an 
aim.  1  am  told  they  have  in  some  measure  likely  in  their  excess  to  become  the  means  oi 
succeeded  in  sowing  there  the  seeds  of  dis-  their  subversion.  If  governments  provide  tm 
content.  They  are  busy  throughout  Grermany.  these  debts  by  heavy  impositions,  they  pmUk 
Spain  and  Italy  havo  not  been  untried.  Eng-  by  becoming  odious  to  the  people.  If  they  ds 
land  is  not  left  out  of  the  comprehensive  not  prr  vide  for  them,  they  will  be  undone  b} 
scheme  of  their  malignant  charity;  and  in  the  efforts  of  the  most  dangerous  of  all  parties. 
England  we  find  those  who  stretch  out  their  I  mean  an  extensive  discontented  monied  int» 
arms  to  them,  who  recommend  their  example  rest,  injured  and  not  destroyed.  The  mer 
from  more  than  one  pulpit,  and  who  choose,  in  who  c<Mnpose  this  interest  look  ior  their  seen* 
more  than  one  perioiiical  meeting,  publicly  to  rity,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  fidelity  of 
correspond  with  them,  to  applaud  them,  and  government;  in  the  second,  to  its  power,  li 
to  hold  them  up  as  objects  ibr  imitation ;  who  they  find  the  okl  governments  effete,  worn  out} 
receive  from  them  tokens  of  confraternity,  and  and  with  their  springs  relaxed,  so  as  not  to  be 
standards  consecrated  amid  their  rites  and  of  sufficient  vigour  for  their  purposes,  they 
mysteries  ;*  who  suggest  to  them  leagues  of  may  seek  new  ones  that  shall  be  possessed  of 
perpetual  amity,  at  the  very  time  when  the  more  energy ;  and  this  energy  will  be  derived, 
power,  to  which  our  constitution,  has  exclu*  not  from  an  acquisition  of  resources,  but  firom 
sively  delegated  the  federative  capacity  of  this  a  contempt  of  justice.  Revolutions  are  favour- 
kingdom,  may  find  it  expedient  to  make  war  able  to  confiscation  ;  and  it  is  impossible  to 
upon  them.  know  under  what  obnoxious  names  the  next 
It  is  not  the  confiscation  of  our  church  pro-  confiscations  will  bo  authorized.  I  am  surs 
;>erty  from  this  example  in  France  that  I  that  the  principles  predominant  in  France 
dread,  though  I  think  this  would  be  no  trifling  extend  to  very  many  persons  and  descriptioos 
evil.  The  great  source  of  my  solicitude  is,  of  persons  in  all  countries  who  think  their  uw 
lest  it  should  ever  be  considered  in  England  as  noxious  indolence  their  security.  This  kind 
the  policy  of  a  state  to  seek  a  resource  in  of  innocence  in  proprietors  maybe  argued  into 

inutility;  and   inutility  into  an  unfimeaa  for 

(he  people  of  that  district :  "  Dan?  la  revolution  their  estates.    Many  parts  of  Europe  are  in  « 
aciuelle,  \\4  ont  resiste  a  toutea  les  teductions 
du  bigotismej  aux  perteeutiont  et  aux  tracas- 

teriea  dea  ennemis  de  la  revolution.     Oubliant        *  "  Si  plures  sunt  ii  quibus  improbe  datum 

leura  pluM  grands  intereU  pour  rendre  hoin-  est,   quam  illi  quibus  injiiste  ademptum  est, 

mage  aux  veiis  d>  ordre  general  qui  ont  deter-  idcirco  plus  etiam  valent?     Non  enim  numero 

mine  P  assemblee  nationale,  ils  voient,  »ant  $e  hsc  judicantur  sed  pondere.      Quam  autem 

plaindre^  supprimer  cette  foule  d*  etabliaae*  habet  aequitatem,  ut  agrum  multis  annis,  aut 

mens  ecclesiastiques  par  lesquels  tV*  subsit-  etiam  ssculia  ante  poasessum,  qui  nullum  ha- 

toient ;  et  meme,  en  perdant  leur  siege  epis-  buit  habeat;   qui  autum  habuit  amitiat    Ac, 

:opal,  la  seule  de  touces  sea  ressources  qui  pou>  propter  hoc  injuriie  genus,  Lacediemonii  Ly. 

voit,  ou  plutot  qui  devoitf  en  toute  equite^  leur  sandrum  Ephorum  expulerunt :    A.«n  regem 

etre  conservee ;  condamnea  a  la  plus  effrayante  (quod  nunquam  antea  apud  eos  acciderai)  ne- 

miaere  sans  avoir  ete  ni  pu  etre  en/eridua,  iU  caverunt :   exque  eo  tempore  tantae  discordia 

ne  murmurent  point,  ils  restcnt  fideles  aux  secutn  sunt,  ut  et  tyranni  exsisterint,  et.oplt- 

principes  du  plus  pur  patriotisme  ;  ils  sont  en-  mates  exterminarentur,  et  preclarissime  consli* 

eore  pretes  a  vertf.r  leur  »anr  pour  le  maintien  tuta  respublica  dilaberetur.     Nee  vero  soluoi 

de  la  constitution,  aui  va  rec^ire  leur  ville  a  la  ipsa  cecidit,  sed  etiam  reliquam  Grsciam  ever 

ptu»  deplorable  nullite."  These  people  are  not  tit  contagiontbus  malorum,  quee  a  Lacedsemo* 

supposed  to  have  endured  those  sufferings  and  niis  profecue  manarunt  latius." — After  speak* 

Injustices  in  a  struggle  for  liberty,  for  the  same  ing  of  the  conduct  of  the  model  of  true  patriots, 

account  Slates  truly  that  they  had  been  always  Aratus  of  Sycion,  which  was  in  a  very  different 

free;  their  patience  in  beggary  and  ruin,  and  spirit,  he  says,  '*8ic  par  est  agere  cumdvi 

their  suffering^  without  remonstrance,  the  most  bus ;  non  ut  bis  jam  vidimus,  hastam  in  fore 

flagrant  iniustice^  if  strictly  true,  can  be  nothing  ponere  et  bona  cfvium  voci  subjicere  prvconb 

bm  the  effect  of^  this  dire  fanaticism.    A  great  At  ille  Orscus  (id  quod  fuit  sapientis  et  pra> 

multitude  all  over  France  is  in  the  same  con-  stantisviri)  omnibus  consulendum  esse  putavit: 

dition  and  the  same  temper.  eaque  est  summa  ratio  et  sapientia  boni  civil 

*  See  the  proceedings  of  the  confederation  at  commoda  civium   non  divellere,  sed    omnei 

Ifantx.  eadem  «qulute  continere.**->Cic  Off.  L 
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open  disorder.    In  many  others  there  is  a  hoi-  great  difference  will  immediately  strike  him, 

low  murmuring  uixier  ground ;  a  confused  RK>ve-  .between  what  policy  would  dictate  on  the  ori- 

ment  is  felt,  that  threatens  a  general  earthquake  ginal  introduction  of  such  institutions,  and  on 

in  the  political  world.    Already  confedersci^  a  question  of  their  total  abolition,  where  they 

and  correspondencies  of  the  most  extraordinary  hare  cast   their  roots  wide  and   deep,  and 

nature  are  forming,  in  stveral  countries.'*'    In  where,  by  long  habit,  things  more  valuable 

such  a  state  of  things  we  ought  to  hold  our-  than  themselves  are  so  adapted  to  them,  and 

sdves  upon  our  guard.    In  all  mutations  (if  in  a  manner  interwoven  with  them,  that  the 

mutations  must  be)  the  circumstance  which  one  cannot  be  destroyed  without  notably  iro- 

will  serve  most  to  blunt  the  edge  of  their  mis-  pairing  the  other.    He  might  bo  embantissed 

chief,,  and  to  promote  what  good  may  be  in  if  the  case  were  really  such  as  sophisters 

them,  is,  that  they  should  find  us  with  our  represent  it  in  their  paltry  stylo  of  debating, 

minds  tenacious  of  justice,  and  tender  of  pro-  But  in  this,  as  in  most  questions  of  state,  there 

perty.  is  a  middle.    There  is  something  else  than 

But  it  will  bo  argued,  that  this  confiscation  the  mere  alternative  of  absolute  destruction,  or 
in  Franco  ought  not  to  alarm  other  nations,  unreformed  existence.  Sptartam  nactu$  a 
They  say  it  is  not  made  from  wanton  rapa-  hanc  exoma.  This  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  rule 
city ;  that  it  is  a  great  measure  of  national  of  profound  sense,  and  ought  never  to  depart 
policy,  adopted  to  remove  an  extensive,  invete-  from  the  mind  of  an  honest  reforiQer.  I  can- 
rate,  superstitious  mischief.  It  is  with  the  not  conceive  how  any  man  can  have  brought 
greatest  difficulty  tliat  I  am  able  to  separate  himself  to  that  pitch  of  presumption,  to  con- 
%  policy  from  justice.  Justice  is  itself  tho  great  aider  his  country  as  nothing  but  carte  bUmehe^ 
standing  (lolicy  of  civil  society ;  and  any  emi-  upon  which  he  may  scribble  whatever  he  plea- 
ncnt  departure  from  it,  under  any  circum-  ses.  A  man  full  of  warm  speculative  benevo- 
stances,  lies  under  tho  suspicion  of  being  no  lence  may  wish  his  society  otherwise  consti- 
policy  at  all.  tuted  thain  he  finds  it;  but  a  good  patriot,  and 

When  men  arc  encouraged  to  go  into  a  cer-  a  true  politician,  always  considers  how  he 

tain  mode  of  life  by  the  existing  laws,  and  pro-  shall  make  the  most  of  the  existing  materials 

tected  in  that  mode  as  in  a  lawful  occupation—  of  his  country.   A  disposition  to  preserve,  and 

when  they  have  accommodated  all  their  ideas  an  ability  to  improve,  taken  together,  would  be 

and  all  tfkeir  habits  to  it — when  the  law  had  my  standard  of  a  statesman.    Every  thing  else 

long  made  their  adherence  to  its  rules  a  ground  is  vulgar  in  the  conception,  perilous  in  the 

of  reputation,  and  their  departure  fix>m  them  a  execution. 

ground  of  disgrace  and  even  of  penalty — ^I  am  There  are  momenta  in  the  fortune  of  states 
sure  it  is  unjust  in  legislature  by  an  arbitrary  when  particular  men  are  called  to  make  int- 
act, to  offer  a  sudden  violence  to  their  minds  provements  by  great  mental  exertion.  In  those 
and  their  feelings ;  forcibly  to  degrade  them  moments,  even  when  they  seem  to  enjoy  the 
firora  their  state  and  condition,  and  to  sligmar  confidence  of  their  prince  and  country,  and  to 
tise  with  shame  and  infamy  that  character  and  bo  invested  with  full  authority,  they  have  not 
those  customs  which  before  had  been  made  the  always  apt  instruments.  A  politician,  to  do 
measure  of  their  happiness  and  honour.  If  to  great  things,  looks  for  apotcer,  what  our  work- 
this  be  added  an  expulsion  from  their  habita-  men  call  a  purchaae ;  and  if  he  finds  that 
tions,  and  a  confiscation  of  all  their  goods,  I  power,  in  politics  as  in  mechanics,  ho  cannot 
am  not  sagacious  enough  to  discover  how  this  be  at  a  kws  to  apply  it.  In  the  monastic  insti- 
dospotic  sport,  made  of  the  feelings,  conscien-  tutions,  in  my  opinion,  was  found  a  great 
COS,  prejudices,  and  properties  of  men,  can  be  jHnotr  for  the  mechanism  of  politic  benevo- 
discriminated  from  tho  rankest  tyranny.  lence.    There  were  revenues  with  a  public 

If  the  injustice  of  the  course  pursued  in  direction ;  there  wero  men  wholly  set  apart 

France  be  clear,  the  policy  oi  the  measure,  and  dedicated  to  public  purposes,  without  any 

that  is  the  public  benefit  to  be  expected  from  other  than  public  ties  and  public  principles; 

it,  ought  to  be  at  least  as  evident  and  at  least  men  without  the  possibility  of  converting  the 

as  important.    To  a  man  who  acts  under  the  estate  of  the  community  into  a  private  fortune 

influence  of  no  passion,  who  has  nothing  in  men  denied  to  seUPinterests,  whose  avarice  is 

\'\i'\\  in  his  projects  but  the  public  good,  a  for  some  community ;  men  to  whom  persona. 

poverty   is   honour,  and    implicit   obedience 

^  _  .     .    ,  .-.,  A  xf  I     rk  •  s    1    K.tf  etands  in  the  place  of  fireedoro.     In  vain  shall 

♦  See  two  books  lntitlea,Enlge  Ongnalscnni-  ,    ,    .     .•  m.|..      #.      ••      • 

lendes  Illuminaienordoiis.— System  undFoL  \^^  ^^  ^  the  powibility  of  maku^  tuch 

fW  des  Illuminaienorc'.ens.    Munchen.  17t7.  Ihmgs  when  he  wants  them.    The  winds  olow 
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H  they  list.    These  institutions  are  the  pro-  benefits  firom  many  dispositions  and  manypi^ 

ducts  of  enthusiasm ;  they  are  the  faistrumenti  sions  of  the  Inunan  mind,  which  are  of  as  doubl* 

of  wisdom.   Wisdom  cannot  create  materials;  ful  a  colour  in  the  moral  eye,  as  superstitioB 

they  are  the  gifts  of  nature  or  of  chance;  her  itself.    It  was  your  business  to  correct  and 

pride  is  in  the  use.    The  peiennial  ezisteooa  mitigate  every  thing  which  was  noxious  in  this 

of  bodies  corporate  and  their  fortunes,  are  things  passion,  as  in  all  th^)>assions.    But  is  super* 

particularly  suited  to  a  man  who  has  long  stition  the  greatest  of  all  possible  vices  ?    In 

views ;  who  meditates  designs  that  require  its  possible  excess  I  think  it  becomes  a  very 

time  in  fashioning;  and  whidi  proposes  dura*  great  evil.    It  is,  however,  a  mcNral  subject; 

tioo  when  they  are  accomplished.    He  is  not  and  of  course  admits  of  all  degrees  and  all  mo- 

deserving  to  raidc  high,  or  even  to  be  men-  diiications.     Superstition  is  the  religion  of 

tioned  in  the  order  of  great  statesmen,  who,  feeble  minds ;  and  they  must  be  tolerated  in 

having  obtained  the  command  and  direction  of  an  intermixture  of  it,  in  some  trifling  or  some 

such  a  power  as  existed  in  the  wealth,  the  dit-  enthusiastic  shape  or  other,  else  you  will  de- 

cipline,  and  the  habits  of  such  corporations,  prive  weak  minds  of  a  resource  found  neces- 

as   those  which  you  have  rashly  destroyed,  sary  to  the  strongest.    The  body  of  all  true 

cannot  find  any  way  of  converting  it  to  the  religion  consists,  to  be  sure,  in  obedience  to 

great  and  lasting  benefit  of  his  country.    On  the  will  of  the  sovereign  of  the  woi4d ;  in  a 

the  view  of  this  subject,  a  thousand  uses  su^  confidence  in  his  declarations ;  and  in  imitap 

gest  diemselves  to  a  contriving  mind.    To  taticm  of  his  perfections.    The  rest  is  our  own. 

destroy  any  power,  growing  wild  from  the  rank  It  may  be  prejudicial  to  the  great  end ;  it  may  . 

productive  force  of  the  human  mind,  is  almost  be  auxiliary.    Wise  men,  who  as  such,  arav 

tantamount,  in  the  moral  world,  to  the  destnio-  not  admiren  (not  admirers  at  least  of  the  Mm- 

tion  of  the  apparently  active  properties  of  nera  Terne)  are  not  violently  attached  to  these 

bodies  in  the  material.    It  would  be  like  the  things,  nor  do  they  violently  hate  th^n.    Wi»> 

attempt  to  destroy  (if  it  were  in  our  compe-  dom  is  not  the  most  severe  corrector  of  folly, 

tenoe  to  destroy^  the  expansive  force  of  fixed  They  are  the  rival  follies,  which  mutually  wage 

air  in  nitre,  or  the  power  of  steam,  or  of  eleo-  so  unrelenting  a  war ;    and  which  raiake  so 

tricity,  or  6[  magnetism.      These  energies  cruel  an  use  of  their  advantages,  as  they  can 

always  existed  in  nature,  and  they  were  always  happen  to  engage  the  inunoderate  vulgar  oo 

discernible.      They  seemed,  some  of  them  the  one  side  or  the  other  in  their  quair^ 

unserviceable,  some  noxious,  some  no  better  Prudence  would  be  neuter;  but  if,  in  the  coo- 

than  a  sport  to  children ;  until  ctmtemplative  tention  between  fond  attachment  and  fierce 

ability,  combining  with  practic  skill,  tamed  antipathy  concerning  things  in  their  nature  not 

their  wild  nature,  subdued  them  to- use,  and  made  to  produce  such  heats,  a  prudent  man 

rendered  them  at  once  the  nKMt  powerful  and  were  obliged  to  make  a  choice  of  wbat  crroors 

the  most  tractable  agents,  in  subservience  to  and  excesses  of  enthusiasm  he  would  ooodemo 

the  great  views  and  designs  of  men.    Did  fifty  or  bear,  perhaps  he  would  think  the  superstition 

thousand  persons,  whose  mental  and  whose  which  builds,  to  be  more  tolerable  than  that 

bodily  labour  you  might  direct,  and  so  many  which  demolishes — that  which  adorns  a  ooim- 

hundred  thousand  a  year  of  a  revenue,  whidi  try,  than  that  which  deforms  it— -that  which 

was  neither  lazy  nor  superstitious,  appear  too  endows,  than  that  which  plundera— that  which 

big  for  your  abilities  to  wield  ?    Had  you  no  disposes  to  mistaken  bcmeficence,  than  that 

way  of  using  the  men  but  by  converting  monks  which  stimulates  to  real  injustice— -that  which 

into  pensioners?    Had  you  no  way  of  turning  leads  a  man  to  refuse  to  himself  lawful  plea- 

the  revenue  to  account,  but  through  the  impro-  sures,  than  that  which  snatches  from  othen 

yident  resource  of  a  spendthrift  sale?     If  you  the  scanty  subsistence  of  their  selMeniaL 

were  thus  destitute  of  mental  funds,  the  pro-  Such,  I  think,  is  very  nearly  the  state  of  the 

ceeding  is  in  its  natural  course.     Your  politi-  question  between  the  ancient  founders  of  moo* 

cians  do  not  understand  their  trade;  and  there-  kish  superstition,  and  the  superstition  of  the 

bre  they  sell  their  tools.  pretended  pbikMophers  of  the  hour. 

But  the  institutions  savour  of  superstition        For  the  present  I  postpone  all  oooaideratioD 

in  their  very  principle  ;  and  they  nourish  it  by  of  the  supposed  public  profit  of  the  sale,  vrhich 

a  permanent  and  standing  influence.    This  I  however  I  conceive  to  be  perfectly  delusive, 

do  not  mean  to  dispute;  but  this  ought  not  to  I  shall  here  only  consider  it  as  a  transfer  of 

hmder  you  irom  deriving  fit>m  superstition  it-  property.    On  the  policy  of  that  tranafer  I  sbaP 

self  any  resources  which  may  thence  be  fur-  trouble  you  vrith  a  few  thoughts, 
ni^ed  for  tfaft  public  advantage.    You  derive        Cd  every  prosperous  conunnni^  sooMlhiig 
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oiore  is  produced  than  goos  (o  the  immediate  and  the  despotism  of  fancy,  who  in  their  owo 
support  of  the  producer.    This  surplus  forms  in^rious  way  will  distr.bute  the  surplin  pro- 
the  income  of  the  landed  capitalist    It  wil}  be  duct  of  the  soil,  can  justify  the  toleration  of 
spent  by  a  proprietor  who  does  not  labour.  But  such  trades  and  employments  in  a  well-regu- 
this  idleness  is  itself  the  spring  of  labour ;  this  lated  state.    But  for  this  purpose  of  distribu- 
repose  the  spur  to  industry.    The  only  concern  tioo,  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  idle  expenses  of 
for  the  state  is,  that  the  capital  taken  in  rent  monks  are  quite  as  wuU  directed  as  the  idle 
from  the  land,  should  be  returned  again  to  the  expenses  of  us  lay  loiterers, 
industry  from  whence  it  came ;  and  that  its  When  the  advantages  of  the  possessicMi,  and 
expendituro  should  be  with  the  least  possible  of  the  project  are  on  a  par,  there  is  no  motive 
detriment  to  the  morals  of  those  who  expend  for  a  change.    But  in  the  present  case,  per- 
it,  and  to  those  of  the  people  to  whom  it  is  hapsthoy  arc  not  upon  a  par,  and  the  difference 
returned.  is  in  favour  of  the  possession.    It  does  not 
In  all  the  views  of  receipt,  expenditure,  and  appear  to  me,  that  the  expenses  of  those  whom 
personal  employment,  a  sober  legislator  would  you  are  going  to  expel,  do,  in  fact,  take  a  course 
carefully  compare  the  possessor  whom  he  was  so  directly  and  so  generally  leading  to  vitiate 
recommended  to  expel,  with  the  stranger  who  and  degrade  and  render  miserable  those  through 
was  proposed  to  fill  his  place.    Before  the  in-  whom  they  pass,  as  the  expenses  of  those  fa- 
conveniences  arc  incurred  which  rmut  attend  vourites  whom  you  are  intruding   into  their 
all  violent  revolutions  in  property  throu^  ex-  houses.     Why   should  the  expenditure  of  a 
tensive  confiscation,  we  ought  to  have  some  great  landed  property,  which  is  a  dispersion 
rational  assurance  that  the  purchasers  of  the  of  the  surplus  product  of  the  soil,  appear  into- 
confiscated  property  will  be  in  a  considerable  lerable  to  you  or  to  me,  when  it  takes  its  course 
Jegree  more  laborious,  more  virtuous,  more  through  the  accumulation  of  vast  libraries, 
sober,  less  disposed  to  extort  an  unreasonable  which  are  the  history  of  the  force  and  weak- 
proportion  of  the  gains  of  the  labourer,  or  to  ness  of  the  human  mind ;  through  great  coUec- 
consume  on  themselves  a  larger  share  than  is  tions  ol[  ancient  records,  medals,  and  coins, 
fit  for  the  measure  of  an  individual,  or  that  they  which  attest  and  explain  laws  and  customs; 
snould  be  qualified  to  dispense  the  surplus  in  a  through  paintings  and  statues,  that,  by  imita- 
moro  steady  and  equal  mode,  so  as  to  answer  ting  nature,  seem  to  extend  the  limits  of  croa- 
the  purposes  of  a  politic  expenditure,  than  the  tion ;  through  grand  monuments  of  the  dead, 
old  jiossessors,  call  those  possessors,  bishops,  which  continue  the  regards  and  connections  of 
or  canons,  or  commendatory  abbots,  or  monks,  life  beyond  the  grave  ;  through  collections  of 
or  what  you  please.    The  monks  are  lazy,  the  specimens  of  nature,  which  become  a  re- 
Be  it  so.    Suppose  them  no  otherwise  em-  presentative  assembly  of  all  the  classes  and 
ployed  than  by  singing   in  the  choir.    They  fiunilies  of  the  world,  that  by  disposition  faci- 
are  as  usefully  employed  as  those  who  neither  litate,  and,  by  exciting  curiosity,  open  the 
sing  nor  say.    As  usefully  even  as  those  who  avenues  to  science  ?    If,  by  great  permanent 
sing  upon  the  stage.    They  are  as  usefully  em-  establishments,  aU  these  objects  of  expense  are 
ployed  as  if  they  worked  from  dawn  to  dark  in  better  secured  from  the  inconstant  sport  of 
the  innumerable  servile,  degrading,  unseemly,  personal  caprice  and  pers<Hial  extravagance, 
unmanly,  and  oden  most  unwholesome  and  are  they  worse  than  if  the  same  tastes  pre- 
pestiferous  occupations,  to  which  by  the  social  vailed  in  scattered  individuals?  Docs  not  the 
GDConomy  so  many  wretches  are   inevitably  sweat  of  the  mason  and  carpenter,  who  toil  in 
doomed.    If  it  were  not  generally  pernicious  otder  to  partake  the  sweat  of  the  peasant,  flow 
to  disturb  the  natural  course  of  things,  and  to  as  pleasantly  and  as  salubriously,  in  the  coo- 
impode,  in  any  degree,  the  great  wheel  of  cir-  struction  and  repair  of  the  majestic  edifices  of 
eolation  which  is  turned  by  the  strangely-di-  religion,  as  in  the  painted  booths  and  sordid 
rected  labour  of  those  unhappy  people,  I  should  sties  of  vice  and  luxury ;  as  honourably  and  as 
be  infinitely  more  inclined  forcibly  to  rescue  profitably  in  repairing  those  sacred  works, 
them  from  their  miserable  industry,  than  vio-  which  grow  hoary  with  innumerable  years,  as 
lently  to  disturb  the  tranquil  repose  of  monastic  on  the  momentary  receptacles  of  transient  vo> 
quietude.  Humanity,  and  perhaps  policy,  might  luptuousness ;  in  opera>housos,  and  brothels, 
better  justify  me  in  the  one  than  in  the  other,  and  gaming*houses,  and  club-houses,  and  obe- 
It  is  a  subject  on  which  I  have  oAcn  reflected,  lisks  in  the  Champ  de  Mars  ?    Is  tlic  surplus 
and  never  reflected  without  feeling  from  it    I  product  of  the  olive  and  the  vine  worse  em- 
am  sure  that  no  consideration,  except  the  ne-  ployed  in  the  frugal  sustenance  of  persons, 
cessity  of  submitting  to  the  yoke  of  luxury,  whom  the  fictions  of  a  pious  imagination  rsise 
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to  dignity  by  construing  in  the  service  of  God,  for  charity ;  and  who,  even  when  they  fiJI  fat 
l!ian  in  pampering  iho  innumerable  multitude  their  trust,  when  they  slide  from  their  char' 
of  those  who  are  degraded  by  being  made  use-  racter,  and  degenerate  into  a  mere  commoa 
less  domestics,  subservient  to  the  pride  of  man  ?  secular  nobleman  or  gentleman,  are  in  no  rfr" 
Are  the  decorations  of  temples  an  expenditure  spect  worse  than  those  who  may  succeed 
less  worthy  a  wise  man  than  ribands,  and  laces,  them  in  their  forfeited  possessions  ?  Is  it  be4> 
and  national  cockades,  and  petit  maisons,  and  ter  that  estates  i^ould  be  held  by  those  win 
petit  soupcrs,  and  ail  the  innumerable  fopp^  have  no  duty  than  by  those  who  have  oDe?<— 
ties  and  follies  in  which  opulence  sports  away  by  those  whose  character  and  destinatioa 
he  burtlien  of  its  superfluity?  point  to  virtues,  than  by  those  who  have  no 

We  tolerate  even  these ;  not  from  love  of  rule  and  direction  in  the  expenditure  of  their 
them,  but  for  fear  of  worse.  We  tolerate  estates  but  their  own  will  and  appetite?  Nor 
them,  because  property  and  liberty,  to  a  de-  are  these  estates  ITeld  altogether  in  the  cha- 
groe,  require  that  toleration.  But  why  pro-  racter  or  with  the  evils  supposed  inherent  io 
scribe  the  other,  and  surely,  in  every  point  mortmain.  They  pass  from  hand  to  hand 
of  view,  the  more  laud&ble  use  of  estates  ?  with  a  more  rapid  circulation  than  any  other. 
Why,  through  tho  violation  of  all  property,  No  excess  is  good ;  and  therefore  too  great  a 
hrough  an  outrage  upon  owry  principle  of  proportion  of  landed  property  may  be  held 
liberty,  forcibly  carry  them  from  the  better  oflicially  for  life ;  but  it  does  not  seem  to  me 
to  tho  worse  ?  of  material  injury  to  any  commonwealth,  thai 

This  comparison  between  the  new  indivi-     there  should  exist  some  estates  that  have  a 
duals  and  the  old  corps,  is  made  upon  a  sup-     chance  of  being  acquired  by  (Hher  means  thao 

position  that  no  reform  could  be  made  in  the  the  previous  acquisition  of  money, 
latter.    Bui  in  a  question  of  reformation,  I         This  letter  is  grown    to  a  great   length, 

always   consider  corporate  bodies,   whether  though  it  is  indeed  short  with  regard  to  the 

sole  or  consisting  of  many,  to  be  much  more  infinite  extent  of  the  subject.    Various  avoca- 

susceptible  of  a  public  direction  by  the  power  tions  have  from  time  to  time  called  my  mind 

of  the  state,  in  the  use  of  their  pn^rty,  and  from  the   subject.    I  was  not  sorry  to  give 

in  the  regulation  of  modes  and  habits  <A!  life  myself  leisure  to  observe  whether,  in  the  pro- 

in  their  members  than  private  citizens  ever  ceedings  of  the  national  assembly,  I  might  not 

can  be,  or  perhaps  ought  to  be ;  and  this  seems  find  reasons  to  change  or  to  qualify  some  of 

to  me  a  very  material  consideration  for  those  my  first  sentiments.    Every  thing  has  coo* 

who  undertake  any  thing  which  m^its  the  firmed  me  more  strongly  in  my  first  opinions, 

name  of  a  politic  enterprise. — So  far  as  to  It  was  my  original  purpose  to  take  a  view  of 

Uie  estates  of  monasteries.  the  principles  of  the  national   assembly  with 

With  regard  to  the  estates  possessed  by  regard  to  the  great  and  fundamental  establi<«b- 

bishops  and  canons,  and  commendary  abbots,  mcnts ;  and  to  compare  tho   whole  of  what 

[  caimot  find  out  for  what  reason  some  landed  you  have  substituted  in  the  place  of  what  you 

estates  may  not  be  held  otherwise  than  by  in-  have  destroyed,  with  the  several  members'  of 

heritance.    Can  any  philosophic  spoiler  un-  our  B''iti8li  constitution.    But  this  plan  is  d 

dertake  to  demonstrate  the  positive  or  the  ip-eau-r  extent  than  at  first  I  computed,  and  I 

comparative  evil,  of  having  a  certain,  and  find  that  you  have  little  desire  to  take  the  ad- 

ihat  too  a  large  portion  of  landed  property,  vantage  of  any  examples.    At  present  I  must 

passing  in  succession  through  persons  whose  content  myself  with  some  remarks  upon  your 

title  to  it  is,  always  in  theory,  and  often  in  establishments;    reserving  for  another  time 

fact,  an  eminent  degree  of  piety,  rikorals,  and  what  I  proposed  to  say  concerning  the  spirit 

learning;  a  property,  which,  by  its  destina-  of  our  British  monarchy,  aristocracy,  and  d;> 

lion,  in  their  turn,  and  on  the  score  of  merit,  mocracy,  as  practically  they  exist, 
gives  to  tlie  noblest  families  renovation  and         I  have  taken  a  view  of  what  has  been  done 

support,  to  the  lowest  the  means  of  dignity  by  the  governing  power  in  France.    I  havf 

and  elevation  ;  a  property,  the  tenure  to  which  certainly  spoke  of  it  with  frrodoro.     Those 

is  the  performance  of  some  duty,   (whatever  whose  principle  it  is  to  despise  the  ancienl 

value  ycHi  may  choose  to  set  upon  Uiat  duty)  permanent  sense  of  mankind,  and  to  set  up  a 

and  the  character  of  whose  proprietors  de-  scheme  of  society  on  new  principles,  most 

minds  at   least  an  exteriour  decorum    and  naturally  expect  that  such  of  us  who  thiiA 

gravity  of  maimers;  who  are  to  exercise  a  better  of  the  judgment  of  the  human  racf)  thaa 

fenerous  but  temperate  hospitality ;  part  of  of  tlicirs,  should  consider  both  them  and  theii 

#hose  income  they  are  to  consider  as  a  trust  devices,  as  men  and  schemes  upon  their  trial 
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Thej  must  take  it  for  granted  that  we  attend 
much  to  their  reason,  but  not  at  all  to  their 
authority.  They  have  not  ono  of  the  great 
influencing  prejudices  of  mankind  in  their 
favour.  They  avow  their  hostility  to  opinion. 
Of  course  they  must  expect  no  support  from 
that  influence,  which,,  with  every  other  autho- 
rity, they  have  deposed  from  the  scat  of  its 
jurisdiction. 

I  can  never  consider  this  assembly  as  any 
hing  else  than  a  voluntary  association  of  men, 
who  have  availed  themseives  of  circumstances, 
to  se'ae  upon  the  power  of  the  state.  They 
have  not  Uie  sanction  and  authority  of  the 
character  under  which  they  first  met.  They 
have  assumed  another  of  a  very  different  na- 
ture ;  and  have  completely  altered  and  inverted 
all  the  relations  in  which  they  originally  stood. 
They  do  not  hold  the  authority  they  exercise 
under  anv  coi«stitutional  law  of  die  state. 
They  have  departed  from  the  instructions  of 
tlio  peofilc  by  whom  they  were  sent ;  which 
instntction;;,  as  the  assembly  did  not  act  in 
virtue  of  any  ancient  usage  or  setded  law, 
were  the  sole  source  of  their  authority.  The 
most  c(ML'«i(lenible  of  their  acts  have  not  been 
done  by  great  majorities  ;  and  in  this  sort  of 
near  divisions,  whiclf  carry  only  the  construc- 
tive authority  of  the  whole,  strangers  will  con- 
sider reasons  as  well  as  resolutions. 

If  dicy  had  set  up  this  new  experimental 
government,  as  a  necessary  substitute  for  an 
expelled  tyranny,  mankind  would  anticipate 
the  time  of  prescription,  which,  through  long 
usage,  mellows  into  legality  governments  that 
were  violent  in  their  commencement.  All 
those  who  have  affections  which  lead  them  to 
the  conseiTation  of  civil  order  would  recog- 
nise, even  in  its  cradle,  the  child  as  legiti- 
mate, which  has  bven  produced  from  those 
principles  of  cogent  expediency  to  which  all 
just  governments  owe  their  birth,  and  on 
which  diey  justify  their  continuance.  But 
they  will  be  late  and  reluctant  in  giving  any 
sort  of  countenance  to  the  operations  of  a 
power,  which  has  derived  its  birth  from  do 
law  and  no  necessity ;  but  which  on  the  con- 
trary has  had  its  origin  in  those  vices  and 
sinister  practices  by  wliich  the  social  unioQ 
is  of>en  disturbed  and  sometimes  destroyed. 
This  assembly  has  hardly  a  year's  prescrip- 
tion. We  have  their  own  word  ibr  it  that 
they  have  made  a  revt^tion.  To  make  a 
revolution  is  a  measure  which,  prima  frxmUf 
requires  an  apology.  To  make  a  revolutioo 
ia  to  subvert  the  ancient  state  of  our  country ; 
and  no  common  reasons  are  called  for  to  justify 
•o  violent  a  proceeding.  The  sense  of  man- 
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kind  authorizes  us  to  examine  into  the  mode 
of  acquiring  new  power,  and  to  criticise  oa 
the  use  that  is  made  of  it  with  less  awe  and 
reverence  than  that  which  is  usually  conceded 
to  a  settled  and  recognised  authority. 

In  obtaining  and  securing  their  power,  tb^ 
assembly  proceeds  upon  principles  the  most 
opposite  from  those  which  appear  to  direct 
them  in  the  use  of  it.  An  observation  on  this 
difference  will  let  us  into  die  true  spirit  of  their 
conduct.  Every  thing  which  they  have  done, 
or  continue  to  do,  in  order  to  obtain  and  keep 
their  power,  is  by  the  most  common  arts. 
They  proceed  exactly  as  their  ancestors  of 
ambition  have  done  before  them. — Trace  them 
through  all  their  artifices,  frauds,  and  violences, 
you  can  find  nothing  at  all  that  is  new.  They 
follow  precedents  and  examples  with  the  puno 
tilious  exactness  of  a  pleader.  They  never 
depart  an  iota  from  the  authentic  fiirmular  of 
tyranny  and  usurpation.  But  m  all  ine  regu- 
lations relative  to  the  public  good,  the  ^irit 
has  been  the  very  reverse  of  this.  There  they 
commit  the  whole  to  the  mercy  of  untried  spo- 
culaiions ;  they  abandon  the  dearest  interests 
of  the  public  to  those  loose  theories,  to  which 
none  of  them  would  choose  to  trust  the  slightest 
of  his  private  concerns.  They  make  thb  di(^ 
ference,  because  in  their  desire  of  obtaining 
and  securing  power  they  are  thoroughly  in 
earnest ;  there  they  travel  in  the  beaten  road. 
The  public  interests,  because  about  them  they 
have  no  real  solicitude,  they  abandon  wholly 
to  chance;  I  say  to  chance,  because  their 
schemes  have  nothing  in  experience  to  prove 
their  tendency  beneficial. 

We  must  always  see  with  a  pity  not  ui^ 
mixed  with  respect,  the  errours  of  those  who 
are  timid  and  doubtful  of  themselves  with 
regard  to  points  wherein  the  happiness  of 
mankind  is  concerned.  But  in  these  gentle- 
men there  is  nothing  of  the  tender  parental 
solicitude  which  fears  to  cut  up  the  infant  for 
the  sake  of  an  experiment.  In  the  vastness  of 
their  promises,  and  the  confidence  of  their  pre- 
dictions they  far  outdo  all  the  boasting  of  em- 
pirics. The  arrogance  of  their  pretensions, 
in  a  manner  provokes,  and  challenges  us  to 
an  inquiry  into  their  foundation. 

I  am  convinced  that  there  are  men  of  con- 
siderable parts  among  the  popular  leaders  in 
the  national  assembly.  Some  of  them  dis- 
play eloquence  in  their  speeches  and  their 
writings.  This  cannot  be  widiout  powerful  and 
cultivated  talents.  But  eloquence  may  exist 
without  a  proportionable  degree  of  wisdom. 
When  I  speak  of  ability,  I  am  obliged  to  dis- 
tinguish.   What  they  have  done  towards  the 
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mpport  of  their  Bystem  beapeaki  no  ordinaiy  it  in  defUojring  and  polling  down  that  ridfl  il 
men.    In  tlie  system  it«elf,  taken  as  the  acheroe  displayed  ?   Your  mob  can  do  this  as  well  at 
of  a  republic  construed  for  procuring  the  pro»>  least  as  your  assemblies.      The  shallowest 
perity  and   security  of  the  citizen,  and  for  understanding,  the  rudest  hand  is  more  than 
promoting  the  strength  and  grandeur  of  the  equal  to  that  task.     Rage  and  phren^  will 
state,  I  confess  myself  unable  to  find  out  any  pull  down  more  in  half  an  hour,  than  pnidence, 
thing  which  displays,  in  a  single  instance,  the  deliberation,  and  foresight  can  build  up  in  an 
work  of  a  comprehensive  and  disposing  mind,  hundred  years.    The  errours  and  defects  of 
or  eyen  the  provisions  of  a  vulgar  prudence,  old  establishments  are  visible  and  palpaUe 
Their  purpose  every  where  seems  to  have  It  calls  for  little  ability  to  point  them  o:]t ;  and 
been  to  evade  and  slip  aside  from  di^icuUy,  where  absolute  power  is  given,  it  rec{ui  c*  bcu 
This  it  has  been  the  glory  of  the  great  ma»-  a  word  wholly  to  abolish  the  vice   and   the 
ters  in  all  the  arts  to  confi-ont,  and  to  over-  establishment  together.    The  same  lazy  but 
come ;  and  when  they  had  overcome  the  first  restless  disposition  which  loves  sloth  and  hates 
difficulty,  to  turn  it  into  an  instrument  for  now  quiet,   directs  these   politicians,  when   they 
conquests  over  new  difficulties ;  thus  to  enable  come  to  work,  for  supplying  the  place  oT  wha.' 
them  to  extend  the  empire  of  their  science ;  thoy  have  destroyed.    To  make  every  thing 
and  even  to  push  forward  beyond  the  reach  of  the  reverse  of  what  they  have  seen  is  quite  as 
their  original  thoughts,  the  land-marks  of  the  easy  as  to  destroy.     No  difficulties  occur  in 
human  understandbg  itself.     Difficulty  is  a  what  has  never  been   tried.      Criticism  is 
severe  instructor,  set  over  us  by  the  supreme  almost  baffled   in  discovoing  the  defects  of 
ordinance  of  a  parental  guardian  and  legis-  what  has  not  existed ;  and  eager  enthusiasm, 
later  who  knows  us  better  than  we  know  our-  and  cheating  hope  have  all  the  wide  field  of 
selves,  as  he  loves  us  better  too.    Pater  ipm  imagination  in  which  they  may  expatiate  with 
colendi  haudfadlem  ease  viam  txtiuU.    He  that  little  or  no  opposition, 
wrestles  with  us  strengthens  our  nerves,  and        At  once  to-  preserve  and  to  reto.in  is  quite 
sharpens  our  skill.     Our  antagonist  is  our  another  thing.     When  the  useful  parts  of  an 
helper.    This  amicable  conflict  with  difficulty  old  establishment  are  kept,  and  what  is  super- 
obliges  us  to  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  added  is  to  be  fitted  to  what  is  retained,  a 
our  object,  and  compels  us  to  consider  it  in  vigorous  mind,  steady  persevering  attention, 
all  its  relations.     It  will  not  sufler  us  to  be  various  powers  of  compariscm  and  combiiMtion, 
superficial.    It  is  the  want  of  nerves  of  under-  and  the  resources  of  an  understanding  fruitful 
standing  for  such  a  task ;  it  is  the  degenerate  in  expedients,  are  to  be  exercised ;  they  are  to 
fondness  for  tricking  short-cuts,  and  little  faUa-  bo  exercised  in  a  continued  conflict  with  the  ^ 
cious  facilities,  that  has  in  so  many  parts  of  combined  force  of  opposite  vices ;  with  the  ob- 
the  world  created  governments  with  arbitrary  stinacy  that  rejects  all  improvement,  and  the 
powers.    They  have  created  the  late  arbitrary  levity   that  is    fatigued   iind  disgusted  with 
monarchy  of  France.    They  have  created  the  every  thing  of  which  it  is  in  possession.    But 
arbitrary  republic  of  Paris.    With  them  de-  you  may  ^ject — "  A  process  of  this  kind  is 
foots  in  wisdom  are  to  be  supplied  by  the  slow.    It  is  not  fit  for  an  assembly,  which  gk>- 
plenitude  d*  force.     They  get  nothing  by  it.  ries  in  performing  in  a  few  months  the  work 
Commencing  their  labours  on  a  principle  of  of  ages.    Such  a  mode  of  refixming,  possibly 
sloth,  they  have  the  common  fortune  of  sloth-  might  take  up  many  years.'*    Without  qucs- 
ful  men.    The  difficulties  which  they  rather  tion  it  might ;  and  it  ought.    It  is  one  of  the 
had  eluded  than  escaped,  meet  them  again  in  _.   . . 

their  course;   they  muluply  and  thicken  on  ?,?iil[lfJfi*'iP°'®  simple :-««  2Vu# ^«efa- 

*r  .  •       1     J    .u        u      1  u    •  .u  oltasemens  en  France  couronneHt  le  malkeur 

them ;  they  are  involved,  through  a  labyrinth  du  peuple  :  pour  le  rendres  keureus  ilfaut  It 

of  confused  detail,  in  an  industry  without  limit,  renouveler  ;  changer  sea  ideea  ;  changer  nt* 

and  without  direction ;  and,  in  conclusion,  the  Jp'*  i  changer  ses  mceurt ; changer  tea  , 

whole  of  their  work  becomes  feeble,  vicious,  JX^*'    ^^JT/^.^'  ehoaea ;    changer  Ut 

,  .  '  '  tnota tout  detruire ;  out^  tout  dttrutre ; 

ina  msecure.  puisque  tout  est  a  recreer.^*    This  gentleman 

It  is  this  inability  to  wrestle  with  difficulty  was  chosen  i)re8ident  in  an  assembly  not  r'ning 

which  has  obliged  the  arbitrary  assembly  of  *'  Quinz«-ping^/,  or  the  Petita  Maiaona .  snu 

France  to  commence  their  schemes  of  reform  S";£S"i''LK^°"l.!i  nrifi.**?'®!^*  '?  "* 

-.u    u  r.-  J  .  .  1  J  -♦—♦•«.  *     r»  .  •  be  rational  beings;   but  neither  his  ideas,  Un 

%vith  aboUtion  and  total  destruction.*     But  is  guage,  or  conduct,  differ  in  the  smallest  dcgrea 

rrom  the  discourses,  opinrons,  and  aaioai  of 

•  A  leading  member  of  the  assembly,  M.  Ra*  those  within  and  without  the  assembly,  who 

baud  de  Sl  Etienncv  has  expressed  the  principle  direct  the  operations  of  the  machine  now  s 

of  all  their  proceedings  as  clearlj  as  possible.—  work  in  France 
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«:iccneiicie8  of  a  inethc<d  in  ^ich  time  h  It  is  from  this  view  of  things  that  th«  best 

among  the  assistants,  that  its  operation   is  legislatoni  have  been  often  satisfied  with  the 

slow,  and  in  some  cases  almost  imperceptible,  establishment  of  some  sure,  solid,  and  wiling 

If  cireumtpection  and  caution  are  a  part  of  principle  in  government ;   a  power  like  that 

wisdom,  when  we  work  only  upon  inanimate  which  some  of  the  philosophers  have  called  a 

matter,  surely  they  become  a  psjrt  of  duty  too,  plastic  nature ;  and  having  fixed  the  principle, 

when  the  subject  of  oar  demolition  and  coo-  they  have  left  it  afterwards  to  its  own  oper** 

struction  is  not  bricic  and  timber,  but  sentient  tion. 

beings,   by  the  sudden   alteration  of  whose        To  proceed  in  this  manner,  that  is,  to  pro- 
state, condition,  and  habits,  multitudes  may  be  ceed  with  a  presiding  principle,  and  a  prolific 
rendered  miserable.  But  it  seems  as  if  it  were  energy,  is  with  me  the  criterion  of  profound 
tfie  prevalent  opinion  in  Paris,  that  an  unfbel-  wisdom.     What  your  politicians   think  the 
ing  heart,  and  an  undoubting  confidence,  are  marks  of  a  bold,  hardy  genius,  are  only  proafii 
^e  sole  qualifications  for  a  perfect  legislator,  of  a  deplorable  want  of  ability.     By  their 
Far  different  are  ray  ideas  of  that  high  office,  violent  baste,  and  their  defiance  of  the  pro- 
The  true  lawgiver  ought  to  have  a  heart  full  of  cess  of  nature,  they  are  delivo'ed  over  blindly 
sensibility.    He  ought  to  love  and  respect  his  to  every  projector  and  adventurer,  to  eveiy 
kind,  and  to  fear  himself.    It  may  be  allowed  alchymist  and  empyric      They  despair  of 
to  his  temperament  to  catch  his  ultimate  object  turning  to   account  any  thing  that  is  con»- 
witli  an  intuitive  glance;  but  his  movements  mon.    Diet  is  nothing  in  their  system  of  re- 
towards  it  ought  to  be  deliberate.     Political  medy.     The  worst  of  it  is,  that  this  their 
arrangement,  as  it  is  a  work  for  social  ends,  is  despair  of  curing  common  distempers  by  r^ 
to  be  only  wrought  by  social  means.     There  gular  methods,  arises  not  only  fi-om  defect  of 
raind  must  conspire  with  mind.    Time  is  re»  comprehension,  but,  I  fear,  from  some  malig- 
quired  to  produce  that  union  of  minds  which  nity  of  disposition.    Your  legislators  seem  to 
alone  can  produce  all  the  good  we  aim  at   Our  have  taken  their  opinions  of  all  professions, 
patience  will  achieve  more  than  our  force.    If  ranks,  and  offices,  from  the  declamations  and 
I  might  venture  to  appeal  to  what  is  so  much  buffooneries  of  satirists;  who  would  themselves 
out  of  fashion  in  Paris,  I  mean  to  experience,  be  astonished  if  they  were  held  to  the  letter  of 
I  should  tell  you,  that  in  my  course  I  have  their  own  descriptions.    By  listening  only  to 
known,  and,  according  to  my  measure,  have  these,  your  leaders  regard  all  things  only  on  the 
co-operated  with  great  men ;  and  I  have  never  side  of  their  vices  and  faults,  and  view  those 
yet  seen  any  plan  which  has  not  been  mended  vices  and  faults  under  every  colour  of  exagge* 
by  the  observations  of  those  who  were  much  ration.    It  is  undoubtedly  true,  though  it  may 
inpsriour  in  understanding  to  the  person  who  seem  paradoxical ;  but  in-general,  those  who 
took  the  lead  in  the  business.    By  a  slow  bat  are  habitually  employed  in  finding  and  di^ 
well-sustained  progress,  the  effect  of  each  step  playing  faults,  are  unqualified  for  the  work  of 
is  watched ;  the  good  or  ill  success  of  the  first,  reformation  :  because  their  minds  are  not  only 
gives  light  to  us  in  the  second ;  and  so,  fixxn  unfurnished  with  patterns  of  the  fair  and  good, 
light  to  light,  we  are  conducted  with  safety  but  by  habit  they  come  to  take  no  delight  in 
through  the  whole  series.*   We  see  that  the  the  coiiteraplati(ui  of  those  things.    By  hating 
parts  of  the  S3rstem  do  not  clash.    The  evils  vices  too  much,  they  come  to  love  men  too 
latent  in  the  most  promising  contrivances  are  little.    It  is  therefore  not  wonderful,  that  they 
provided  for  as  they  arise.    One  advantage  is  should  be  indisposed  and  unable  to  serve  them, 
as  little  as  possible  sacrificed  to  another.    We  From  hence  arises  the  complexional  disposi- 
compensate,  we  reconcile,  we  balance.    We  tioo  of  some  of  your  guides  to  pull  every  thing 
are  enabled  to  unite  into  a  consistent  whole  in  pieces.    At  this  malicious  game  they  dis> 
tlic  various  anomalies  and  contending  principles  play  the  whole  of  their  quadrimMnouM  activi^. 
that  are  found  in  the  minds  and  affairs  of  men.  As  to  the  rest,  the  paradoxes  of  eloquent  wri* 
From  hence  arises,  not  an  excellence  in  siro-  ters,  brought  forth  purely  as  a  sport  of  fancy, 
plicity,  but  one  far  superiour,  an  excellence  in  to  try  their  talents,  to  rouse  attention,  and  excite 
composition.     Where  the  great  interests  <^  surprise,  are  taken  up  by  these  gentlemen,  noC 
mankind  are  concerned  through  a  long  succes-  in  the  spirit  of  the  original  autliors,  as  mesas 
sion  of  generations,  that  succession  ought  to  of  cultivating  their  taste  and  improving  their 
be  admitted  into  some  share  in  the  councils  style.    These  paradoxes  become  with  thena 
which  are  so  deeply  to  affect  them.    If  jus*  serious  grounds  of  action,  upon  which  they 
tice  requires  this,  the  work  itself  requires  the  proceed  in  regulating  the  most  important  coii> 
aid  of  more  minds  than  one  age  can  iiiniiBh.  ceru  of  the  state.  Cicero  ludicnMsly  describei 


552  REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCK. 

Cato  08  endeavouring  to  act  in  the  coromoo-  have  made  any  alterations  in  the  plan.    So(ar 

wealth  upon  the  school  paradoxes  which  exer-  as  in  a  matter  somewhat  confused  I  can  see 

eised  the  wits  of  the  junior  students  in  the  light,  the  system  remains  substantially  as  it 

ftoic  philosophy.    If  this  was  true   of  Cato,  has  been  originally  framed.    My  iew  remarks 

these  gentlemen  copy  afler  him  in  the  manner  will  be  such  as  regard  its  spirit,  its  teudency, 

of  some  persons  who  lived  about  his  time—  and  its  fitness  ibr  framing  a  popular  commoo- 

pede  nudo  Catonem.    Mr.  Hume  told  me,  that  wealth,  which  they  profess  theirs  to  be,  suited 

he  had  from  Rousseau  himself  the  secret  of  his  to  the  ends  for  which  any  commonwealth,  and 

principles  of  composition.    That  acute,  though  particularly  such  a  commonwealth,  is  made, 

eccentric  observer,  had  perceived,  that  to  strike  At  the  same  time  I  mean  to  consider  its  con» 

and  interest  the  public,  the  marvellous  must  sistency  with  itself  and  its  own  principles. 

be  produced  ;  that  the  marvellous  of  the  hea-  Old  establishments  are  tried  by  their  ^ects. 

then  mythology  had  long  since  lost  its  efiect ;  If  the  people  are  happy,  united,  wealthy,  and 

that  giants,  magicians,  fiuries,  and  heroes  of  powerful,  we  presume  the  rest.    We  conclude 

romance  which  succeeded,  had  exhausted  the  that  to  be  good  from  whence  good  is  derived, 

portion  of  credulity  which  belonged  to  their  In  old  establishments  various  correctives  have 

age;  duitnow  nothing  was  left  to  a  writer  but  been  found  for  their  aberrations  from  theory, 

that  species  of  the  marvellous,  which  mi^^t  Indeed  they  are  the  results  of  varioas  necessi- 

stiU  be  produced,  and  with  as  great  an  efiect  as  ties  and  expediencies.    They  are  not  often 

ever,  though  in  another  way ;  that  is,  the  mar-  constructed   after  any  thecny ;  the<M-ies   are 

vellous  in  life,  in  manners,  in  characters,  and  rather  drawn  from  them.     In  them  we  often 

in  extraordinary  situations,  giving  rise  to  new  see  the  end  best  obtained,  where  the  means 

and  unlooked-for  strokes  in  politics  and  morals,  seem  not  perfectly  reconcilable  (o  what  we 

[  believe,  that  were  Rousseau  alive,  and  in  may  fancy  was  the  original  scheme.      The 

one  of  his  lucid  intervals,  he  would  be  shocked  means  taught  by  experience  may  be  bettet 

at  the  practical  phrenzy  of  his  scholars,  who  suited  to  political  ends  than  those  contrived  ir 

in  their  paradoxes  are  servile  imitators ;  and  the  original  project.    They  again  ro-act  upor 

even  in  their  incredulity  discover  an  implicit  the  primitive  constitution,  and  sometimes  im- 

fiiith.  prove  the  design  itself  from  which  they  seen: 

Men  who  undertake  considerable  things,  to  have  departed.  I  think  all  this  might  be 
even  in  a  regular  way,  ought  to  give  us  ground  curiously  exemplified  in  the  British  ccmstitu- 
to  presume  ability.  But  the  physician  of  the  tioo.  At  worst,  the  errours  and  deviations  of 
state,  who,  not  satisfied  with  the  cure  of  di»-  every  kind  in  reckoning  are  found  and  corn- 
tempers,  undertakes  to  regenerate  constitu-  puted,  and  the  ship  proceeds  in  her  course, 
tions,  ought  to  shew  unconunon  powers.  Some  This  is  the  case  of  old  establidimenta ;  but  in 
very  unusual  appearances  of  wisdom  ought  to  a  new  and  merely  theoretic  system,  it  is  ex- 
display  themselves  on  the  face  of  the  designs  pected  that  every  contrivance  shall  appear,  on 
of  those  who  appeal  to  no  practice,  and  who  the  face  of  it,  to  answer  its  ends ;  especially 
copy  after  no  model.  Has  any  such  been  ma-  where  the  projectors  are  no  way  embarrassed 
nifestcd  ?  1  shall  take  a  view  (it  shall  for  the  with  an  endeavour  to  accommodate  the  new 
subject  be  a  very  short  one)  of  what  the  assem-  building  to  an  old  one,  either  in  the  waDs  or  on 
bly  has  done,  with  regard,  first,  to  the  consti-  the  foundations. 

tntion  of  the  legislature ;  in  the  next  place,  to  The  French  builders,  clearing  away  as  mere 

that  of  the  executive  power ;  then  to  that  of  rubbish  whatever  they  found,  and,  like  their 

the  judicature;  afterwards  to  the  model  of  the  ornamental  gardeners,  forming  everything  into 

army ;  and  conclude  with  the  system  of  finance,  an  exact  level,  propose  to  rest  the  whole  local 

to  see  whether  we  can  discover  in  any  part  of  and  general  legislature  on  three  bases  of  three 

their  schemes  the  portentous  ability,  which  different  kinds;  one  geometrical,  one  aritb* 

may  jtutify  these  bold  undertakers  in  the  su-  metical,  and  the  third  financial ;  the  first  oi 

periority  which  they  assume  over  mankind.  which  they  call  the  6an*  qf  Urritary ;  the  s^^ 

It  is  in  the  model  of  the  sovereign  and  pre-  cood,  the  bam  of  poptdatUm ;  and  the  third, 

siding  part  of  this  new  republic,  that  we  should  the  basia  qf  contribution.    For  the  accomplish- 

expect  their  grand  display.    Here  they  were  mentof  the  first  of  these  purposes,  they  divide 

Ir:  prove  their  title  to  their  proud  demands,  the  area  of  their  country    into   eighty-three 

For  the  plan  itself  at  large,  and  for  the  reasons  pieces,  regularly  square,  of  eighteen  leagues 

on  which  it  is  grounded,  I  refer  to  the  journals  by  eighteca.    These  large  divisions  are  called 

of  the  assembly  of  the  29th  of  September,  DepvtmenU.    These  they  portion,  proceedinf 

1789,  and  to  the  subsequent  proceedings  which  by  square  measurement,  into  seventeen  hun- 
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dred  and  twenty  districts,  called  CommuntB.  their  juridical  metaphysics.    Had  tliey  studi 

These  again  they  subdivide,  still  proceeding  by  to  their  metaphysic  principles,  the  arithmetical 

square    measurement,    into  smaller  districts  process  would  be^  simple  indeed.    Men,  with 

called  CantonSy  making  in  all  6,400.  tliem,  are  strictly  equal,  and  are  entitled  to 

At  first  view  this  geometrical  basis  of  theirs  equal  rights  in  their  own  government.  Each 
presents  not  much  to  admire  or  to  blame.  It  head,  on  this  system,  would  have  its  vote,  and 
caIIs  for  no  great  legislative  talents.  Nothing  every  man  would  vote  directly  for  the  person 
more  than  an  accurate  land  surveyor,  with  his  who  was  to  represent  him  in  the  legislature, 
chain,  sight,  and  theodolite,  is  requisite  for  "  But  soil — by  regular  degrees,  not  yet." 
•uch  a  plan  as  this.  In  the  old  divisions  of  This  metaphysic  principle,  to  which  law,  cu^ 
the  country,  various  accidents  at  various  times,  torn,  usage,  policy,  reason,  were  to  yield,  is 
and  the  ebb  and  flow  of  various  properties  and  to  yield  itself  to  Uicir  pleasure.  There  must 
jurisdictions,  settled  their  bounds.  These  be  many  degrees,  and  some  stages,  before  the 
bounds  were  not  made  upon  any  fixed  system  representative  can  come  in  contact  with  his 
undoubtedly.  They  wore  subject  to  some  in-  constituent.  Indeed,  as  we  shall  soon  see, 
conveniences ;  but  they  were  inconveniences  these  two  persons  are  to  have  no  sort  of  coni- 
fer which  use  had  found  remedies,  and  habit  munion  with  each  other.  First,  the  voters  in 
had  supplied  accommodation  and  patience.  In  the  Canton^  who  compose  what  they  call  pri^ 
this  new  pavement  of  square  within  square,  mary  cusembUet,  are  to  have  a  qvalification', 
and  this  organization  and  semi-organization  AVliat!  a  qualification  on  the  indefeasible 
made  on  the  sj'stcm  of  Empedoclcs  and  rights  of  men?  Yes;  but  it  shall  be  a  very 
Buffon,  and  not  upon  any  politic  principle,  it  small  qualification.  Our  injustice  shall  be  very 
ft  impossible  that  innumerable  local  incon-  little  oppressive ;  only  the  local  valuation  of 
venionccs,  to  which  men  are  not  habituated,  three  days  labour  paid  to  the  public.  Why, 
must  not  arise.  But  these  I  pass  over,  be-  this  is  not  much,  I  readily  admit,  for  any  thing 
cause  it  requires  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  but  the  utter  subversion  of  your  equalizing 
country,  which  I  do  not  possess,  to  specify  them,  principle.    As  a  qualification  it  might  as  woU 

When  these  state  surveyors  came  to  take  a  be  let  alone  ;  for  it  answers  no  one  purpose 

view  of  their  work  of  measurement,  they  soon  for  which  qualifications  are  established:  and, 

found,  that  in  politics  the  most  fallacious  of  all  on  your  ideas,  it  excludes  from  a  vote,  the;  man 

things  was  geometrical  demonstration.    They  of  all  others  whose   natural  equality   stands 

had  then  recourse  to  another  basis  (or  rather  the  most  in  need  of  protection  a[nd  defence ;  I 

buttress)  to  support  the  building,  which  tot-  mean  the  man  who  has  nothing  else  but  his 

tered  on  that  false  foundation.  It  was  evident,  natural  equality  to  guard   him.    You   OTder 

that  the  goodness  of  the  soil,  the  number  of  him  to  buy  the  right,  which  you  before  tokl 

the  people,  their  wealth,  and  the  largeness  of  him  nature  had  given  to  him  gratuitously  at 

their  contribution,  made  such  infinite  varia-  his  birth,  and  of  which  no  authority  on  earth 

tions  between  square  and  square  as  to  render  could  lawfully  deprive  him.    Witli  regard  to 

mensuration  a  ridiculous  standard  of  power  in  the  person  who  cannot  come  up  to  your  market, 

the  commonwealth,  and  equality  in  geometry  a  tyrannous  aristocracy,  as  against  him,  is 

the  most  unequal  of  all  measures  in  the  dis-  established  at  the  very  outset,  by  3rou  who 

tribution  of  men.    However,  they  could  not  pretend  to  be  its  sworn  foe. 

give  it  up.    But  dividing  their  political  and  The  gradation  proceeds.    Those  primary 

civil    representation    into   three  parts,   they  assemblies  of  the   Canton  elect  deputies  to 

allotted  one  of  those  parts  to  the  square  mea-  the   Commune  ;  one  for  every  two  hundred 

surement,  without  a  single  fact  or  calculation  qualified  inhabitants.    Here  is  the  first  modi* 

to  ascertain  whether  this  territorial  proportion  um  put  between  the  primary  elector  and  the 

of  representation  was  fairly  assigned,   and  representative   legislator ;    and  here   a  new 

ought  upon  any  principle  really  to  be  a  third,  turnpike  u  fixed  for  taxing  the  rights  of  mMi 

Having  however  given  to  geometry  this  portion  with  a  second  qualification :  for  none  can  be 

(of  a  third  for  her  dower)  out  of  compliment  elected  into  the  Commune  who  does  not  pay 

I  suppose  to  that  sublime  science,  they  loft  the  amount  of  ten  days  labour.    Nor  have  we 

the  other  two  to  be  scuffled  for  between  the  yet  done.    There  is  sftU  to  be  another  gradft- 

)lher  parts,  population  and  contribution.  tion.*      These   Communett  chosen    by    the 

When  they  came  to  provide  for  population..  Cantotij  choose  to  the  Department ;  and  the 
they  were  not  able  to  proceed  quite  so  smoothly 

as  they  had  done  in  the  fiekl  of  their  geome-  ♦  ^he  assembly,  In  executing  the  plan  of  theb 

try.    Here  their  arithmetic  came  to  bear  upon  committee,  made  some  alterations    They  have 
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deputies  of  the  Dtpartmtnt  choose  their  depcK  Here  the  principle  of  emtrilmiionf  as  takea 

ties  to  the  National  AitenMy.   Here  is  &  third  between  man  and  man,  is  reprobated  as  mifi, 

barrier  of  a  senseless  qualification.    Every  de-  and  destnxstive  to  equality ;  and  as  pemictooi 

puty  to  the  National  AssemUy  must  pay,  in  di-  too  ;  because  it  leads  to  the  establishment  of 

rect  contribution,  to  the  value  of  a  inarAeq/*«i/ver.  nn  arittocraey  of  the  ridu    However,  it  moil 

Of  all  these  qualifying  barriers  we  must  think  not  be  abandoned.    And  the  way  of  gettiai 

alike ;  that  they  are  impotent  to  secure  indepen-  rid  of  the  difficulty  is  to  establish  the  ineqoap* 

dence;  strong  only  to  destroy  the  rights  of  men.  lity  as  between  d^mrtinent  and  department, 

In  all  this  process,  which  in  its  ^ndamental  leaving  all  the  individuals  in  each  d^tartracal 

•lementa  affects  to  consider  only  pcpulation  upon  an  exact  par.    Observe,  that  this  parity 

upon  a  principle  of  natural  right,  there  is  a  between  indiriduals  liad  been  beibre  d»troyed 

manifest  attention  to  property ;  which,'  how-  when  the  qualifications  within  the  departments 

ever  just  and  reasonable  on  other  schemes,  is  were  settled ;  nor  does  it  seem  a  matter  oC 

<»  theirs  perfectly  unsupportable.  groat  importance  whetlier  the  equality  of  men 

When  they  come  to  their  third  basis,  that  be  injured  by  masses  or  individually.  An  in- 
of  Contribution,  we  find  that  they  have  more  dividual  is  not  of  the  same  importance  in  a 
completely  lost  sight  of  the  rights  of  men.  mass  represented  by  a  few,  as  in  a  mass  re- 
This  last  basis  rests  entirdy  on  property.  A  presented  by  many.  It  would  be  too  much  to 
principle  totally  different  from  the  equality  of  tell  a  man  jealous  of  his  equality,  that  the 
men,  and  utterly  irreconcilable  to  it,  is  thereby  elector  has  the  same  franchise  who  votes  ht 
admitted  ;  but  no  sooner  is  this  principle  ad*  three  members  as  he  who  votes  for  ten. 
mitted,  than  (as  usual)  it  is  subverted ;  and  it  Now  take  it  in  the  other  point  of  view,  and 
is  not  subverted  (as  we  shall  presently  see)  to  let  us  suppose  their  (Manciple  of  representatiua 
approximate  the  inequality  of  riches  to  the  according  to  contribution,  that  is  according  to 
level  of  nature.  The  additional  share  in  the  riches,  to  be  well  imagined,  and  to  be  a  ne> 
third  portion  of  representation  (a  portion  re-  cessary  basis  for  their  republic,  in  this  their 
served  exclusively  for  the  higher  contribution)  third  basis  they  assume,  that  riches  ought  to 
is  made  to  regard  the  district  only,  and  not  the  be  respected,  and  that  justice  and  policy  re- 
individuals  in  it  who  pay.  It  is  easy  to  per-  quire  that  they  shouki  entitle  men,  in  some 
ceive,  by  the  course  of  their  reasonings,  how  mode  or  other,  to  a  larger  share  in  the  admi- 
moch  they  were  embarrassed  by  their  contra-  nistration  of  public  affairs ;  it  is  now  to  be 
dictory  ideas  of  the  rights  of  men  and  the  seen  how  the  assembly  provides  for  the  pre- 
privileges  of  riches.  The  committee  of  con-  eminence,  or  even  for  the  security  of  the  rich, 
ttitution  do  as  good  as  admit  that  they  are  by  conferring,  in  virtue  of  their  opulence,  that 
wholly  irreconcilable.  "  The  relation  with  larger  measure  of  power  to  their  district  which 
regard  to  the  contributions,  is  without  doubt  is  denied  to  them  personally.  I  readily  admit 
widl  (say  they)  when  the  question  is  on  the  (indeed  I  should  lay  it  down  as  a  fundamental 
balance  of  the  political  rights  as  between  in-  principle)  that  in  a  republican  goveroment, 
dividual  .and  iixlividual ;  without  which  per^  which  has  a  democratic  basis,  the  rich  do  re- 
•ono/  equality  vxndd  be  destroyed,  and  obi  aris'  quire  an  additional  security  above  what  is  no- 
ocraey  of  the  ridi  would  be  estid)lished.  But  ceasasy  to  them  in  monarchiea.  They  are 
this  inconvenience  entirely  disappears  when  subject  to  envy,  and  through  envy  to  appret- 
the  proportional  relation  of  the  contribution  is  sion.  On  the  present  scheme  it  is  impoouble 
only  considered  in  the  great  masses,  and  is  to  divine  what  advantage  they  derive  from  the 
•olely  between  province  and  province ;  it  aristocratic  preference  upon  which  the  unequal 
serves  in  that  case  only  to  form  a  just  recipro-  representation  of  the  masses  is  founded.  The 
cal  proportion  between  the  cities,  without  rich  cannot  feel  it,  either  as  a  auf^Mirt  to  dig- 
affecting  the  personal  rights  of  the  citizens."  nity,  or  as  security  to  fortune :  for  the  aristo* 

cratic  mass  is  generated  from  purely  demo- 
struck  out  one  stage  in  these  gradations  ;  this  cratic  principles ;  aild  the  preference  given  to 
removes  a  part  of  the  objection :  but  the  main  it  in  the  general  representation  has  do  sort  of 
objection,  namely,  that  In  their  scheme  the  first  reference  to,  or  connection  with,  the  peraoos, 
constituent  voter  has  Tio  connection  with  the  „  __  1  r  u  -  ^_*  .l-  '^H 
representative  legislator,  remains  in  all  its  force.  wp<»!>»ccountofwhMe  property  this  superiority 
There  are  other  alterations,  some  possibly  for  of  the  mass  is  established.  If  the  oootnveca 
the  beuer,  some  certainly  for  the  worse :  but  to  of  this  scheme  meant  any  sort  of  fiivoar  to  die 
Ike  author  the  merit  or  demerit  of  these  smaller  ^ch,  in  consequence  of  their  contributioo,  iboT 

alterations  appears  to  be  of  no  moment,  where     il*  »    i     ^\,^r  —  j  .u    :  -i         -^     J, 

the  scheme  Iwelf  is  fundamentally  viciius  and  ^^}  ?  *« ^«  conferred  the  pnvilege  either  m 

abeurd  the  individual  rich,  or  <m  some  claai  fonaai 
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of  rich  peraona,  (ae  historians  represent  Senrios  tematical  means  of  oppressing  them  ?  When 
Tullius  to  have  done  in  the  early  constitution  we  come  to  a  balance  of  representation  be- 
of  Rome  ;)  because  the  contest  between  the  tween  corporate  bodies,  provincial  interests, 
rich  and  the  poor  is  not  a  struggle  between  emulations,  and  jealousies,  are  full  as  likely  to 
corporation  and  corporation,  but  a  contest  be-  arise  among  them  as  among  individuals ;  and 
tween  men  and  men ;  a  competition  not  be-  their  divisions  are  likely  to  produce  a  mudi 
tween  districts,  but  beti/veen  descriptions.  It  hotter  spirit  of  dissension,  and  something  lea- 
wouM  answer  its  purpose  better  if  the  scheme  ding  much  more  nearly  to  a  war. 
were  inverted ;  that  the  votes  of  the  masses  I  see  that  these  aristocratic  masses  |re  made 
were  rendered  equal ;  and  that  the  votes  upon  what  is  called  the  principle  of  direct  con- 
within  each  mass  were  proportioned  to  pro-  tribution.  Nothing  can  be  a  more  unequal 
perty.  standard  than  this.    The  indirect  contribution, 

Let  us  suppose  one  man  in  a  district  (it  is  that  which  arises  from  duties  on  consumption, 
an  easy  supposition)  to  contribute  as  much  as  is  in  truth  a  better  standard,  and  follows  and 
an  hundred  of  his  neighbours.    Against  these  discovers  wealth  more  naturally  than  this  <^di- 
he  has  but  <Hie  vote.    If  there  were  but  one  rect  contribution.    It  is  difficult  indeed  to  fix  a 
representative  for  the  mass,  his  poor  neigh-  standard  of  local  preference  on  account  of  the 
hours  would  outvote  him  by  an  hundred  to  one  one,  or  of  the  other,  or  of  both,  because  some 
for  that  single  representative.    Bad  enou^.  provinces  may  pay  the  more  of  either  or  of  both. 
But  amends   are  to  be  made  him.    How?  on  account  of  causes  not  intrinsic,  but  origina- 
The  district,  in  virtue  of  his  wealth,  is  to  ting  from  those  very  districts  over  whom  they 
choose,  say  ten  members  instead  of  one :  that  have  obtained  a  preference  in  consequence  of 
b  to  say,  by  paying  a  very  large  contribution  their  ostensible  contribution.    If  the  masset 
he  has  the  happiness  of  being  outvoted,  an  hun-  were  independent  sovereign  bodies,  who  were  to 
dred  to  one,  by  the  poor,  for  ten  rcpresenta-  provide  for  a  federative  treasury  by  distinct 
tives,  instead  of  being  outvoted  exactly  in  the  contingents,  and  that  the  revenue  had  not  (as 
same  proportion  for  a  single   member.     In  it  has)  many  impositions  running  through  Ui« 
truth,  instead  of  benefiting  by  this  superiour  whole,  which  affect  men  individually,  and  not 
quantity  of  representation,  the  rich  man    is  corporately,  and  which,  by  their  nature,  coo- 
subjected  to  an  additional  hardship.    The  in-  found  all  territorial  limits,  something  might  be 
crease  of  representation  within  his  province  said  for  the  basis  of  contribution  as  foun<^  on 
sets  up  nine  persons  more,  and  as  many  more  masses.    But  of  all  things,  this  representation, 
than  nine  as  there  may  be  democratic  candi-  to  be  measured  by  contribution,  is  the  most 
dates,  to  cabal  and  intrigue,  and  to  flatter  the  difficult  to  settle  upon  principles  of  equity,  in 
people  at  his  expense  and  to  his  oppression,  a  country,  which  renders  its  districts  as  nien>- 
An  interest  is  by  this  means  held  out  to  multi-  hers  of  a  whole.    For  a  great  city,  such  as 
tudes  of  the  infcriour  sort,  in  obtaining  a  salary  Bourdeaux  or  Paris,  appears  to  pay  a  vast 
of  eighteen  livres  a  day  (to  them  a  vast  object)  body  of  duties,  almost  out  of  all  assignaUe 
besides  the  pleasure  of  a  residence  in  Paris,  proportion  to  other  places,  and  its  mass  is  con- 
and  their  share  in  the  government  of  the  king-  sidered  accordingly.    But  are  these  cities  the 
dom.    The  more  the  objects  of  ambition  are  true  contributors  m  that  proportion  ?  No.    The 
multiplied  and  become  democratic,  just  in  that  consumers  of  the  commodities  imported  into 
proportion  the  rich  are  endangered.  Boardeaux,    who  are  scattered    through   all 

Thus  it  must  fare  between  the  poor  and  the  France,  pay  the  import  duties  of  Bourdeaux. 

rich  intheprovincedeemed  aristocratic,  which  The  produce  of  the  vintage  in  Guienne  and 

in  its  internal  relation  is  the  very  reverse  of  Languedoc  give  to  that  city  the  means  of  its 

that  character.     In  its  external  relation,  that  contribution  growing  out  of  an  export  oonw 

is,  in  its  relation  to  the  other  provinces,  I  can-  merce.     The  landholders  who  spend   their 

not  see  how  the  unequal  representation,  which  estates  in  Paris,  and  are  thereby  the  creators 

is  given  to  masses  on  account  of  wealth,  be-  of  that  city,  contribute  for  Paris  fix>m  the  pro* 

comes  the  means  of  preserving  the  equipoise  vinces  out  ofwhich  their  revenues  arise.  Very 

and  the  tranquillity  of  the  commonwealth.  For  neariythe  same  arguments  will  apply  to  the 

if  it  be  one  of  the  objects  to  secure  the  weak  representative  share  given  on  account  of  direet 

from  being  crushed  by  the  strong  (as  in  all  contribution :  because  the  direct  oontributioo 

society  undoubtedly  it  is)  how  are  the  smaller  nnist  be  assessed  on  wealth  real  or  presumed ; 

and  poorer  of  these  masses  to  be  saved  from  and  that  local  wealth  will  itself  arise  fion 

the  tyranny  of  the  more  wealthy?    Is  it  by  causes  not  kwal,  and  which  therefore  m equity 

adding  to  the  wealthy  further  and  more  sys-  ought  not  to  produce  a  local  preference. 
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It  is  very  remarkable,  that  ia  this  funda-  of  the   departinenti  choaeK   on    the    esprasi 

Bental  regulation,  which  settles  the  represen-  ground  of  a  representation  of  territory.     This 

tation  of  the  mass  upon  the  direct  contribution,  inequality,  striking  as  it  is,  will  be  yet  highly 

they  have  not  yet  settled  how  that  direct  cod-  aggravated,  if  we  suppose,  as  we  fairly  may, 

tribution  shall  bo  laid,  and  how  apportioned,  the    acvercd   other   cantons  of  the  eommum 

Perhaps  there  is  some  latent  policy  towards  to   fall  proportionably  short  of  the   average 

the  continuance  of  the  present  assembly  in  population,  as  much  as  the  princqxU  canton 

this  strange  procedure.    However,  until  they  exceeds  it. 

do  this,  they  can  have  no  certain  constitution.         Now  as  the  bcuU  of  contribution,  which  also 

It  must  depend  at  last  upon  the  system  of  tax-  is  a  principle  admitted  first  to  operate  in  the 

ation,  and  mu»t  vary  with  every  variation  in  assembly  of  the  commune.    Lot  us  again  take  • 

that  system.    As  they  have  contrived  matters,  one  canton,  such  as  is  stated  above.    If  the 

their  taxation  does  not  so  much  depend  on  their  whole  of  the  direct  contributions  paid  by  a 

constitution,  as  tlieir  constitution  on  their  tax-  great  trading  or  manufacturing  town  be  divided 

ation.     This  must  introduce  great  confusion  equally  among  the  inhabitants,  each  indivi- 

among  the  masses ;  as  the  variable  qualifica-  dual  will  be  found  to  pay  much  more  than  an 

ticm  for  votes  within  the  district,  must,  if  ever  individual  living  in  the  coimtry  according  to 

real  contested  elections  take  place,  cause  infi-  the  same  average.    The  whole  paid  by  the 

nite  internal  controversies.  inhabitants  of  the  former  will  be  more  than  the 

To  compare  together  the  three  bases,  not  whole  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  latter — 

on  their  political  reason,  but  on  the  ideas  on  we  may  fairly  assume  one-third  more.     Then 

which  the  assembly  wcMrks,  and  to  try  its  con-  the  12,700  inhabitants,  or  2,193  voters  of  the 

sistency  with  itself,  we  cannot  avoid  observing,  canton  will  pay  as  much  as  19,050  inhabitants, 

that  the  principle  which  the  committee  call  the  or  3,289  voters  of  the  other  eantont,  which  are 

basis  of  paptUatianj  does  not  begin  to  operate  nearly  the  estimated  proportion  of  inhabitants 

from  the  same  point  with  the  two  other  prin-  and  voters  of  Jive  other  cantons.      Now  the 

ciples  called  the  bases  o(  territory  and  of  corf  2,193  voters  will,  as  1  before  said,  send  only 

Iriinttion,  which  are  both  of  an  aristocratic  ten  deputies  to  the  assembly ;  the  S^SQ  voters 

nature.    The  consequence  is,  that  where  all  will  send  sixteen.    Thus,  for  an  equal  share  in 

three  begin  to  operate  together,  there  is  the  the  contribution  of  tlie  whole  commune j  thoe 

most  absurd  inequality  produced  by  the  ope-  will  be  a  difference  of  sixteen  voices  to  <fn  in 

ration  of  the  former  on  the  two  latter  principles,  voting  for  deputies  to  be  chosen  on  the  prin- 

Every  canton  contains  four  square  leagues,  and  ciple  d*  representing  the  general  contribution 

is  estimated  to  contain,  on  the  average,  4,000  of  the  whole  commune. 

inhabitants,  or  680  voters  in  the  primary  a»-         By  the  same  mode  of  computation  we  shall 

iemblieSi  which  vary  in  numbers  with  the  popu-  find  15,875  inhabitants,  or  2,741  voters  of  the 

lation  of  the  canton,  and  send  one  deputy  to  other  cantons,  who  pay  one-sutA  Lx:s8,to  the 

the  commune  for  every  200  voters.    Ame  oai»>  contribution  of  the  whole  coynmune,  will  have 

tons  make  a  commune.  three  voices  more  than  the  12,700  inhabitants, 

Now  let  us  take  a  canton  containing  a  sea-  or  2,195  voters  of  the  one  canton. 
port  town  of  trade,  or  a  great  mam^faeturing  Such  is  the  fantastical  and  unjust  inequality 
town.  Let  us  suppose  the  population  of  this  between  mass  and  mass,  in  this  curious  re- 
canton  to  be  12,700  inhabitants,  or  2,193  partition  of  tlie  rights  of  representation  arising 
voters,  forming  three  primary  (usembUeBf  and  out  of  territory  and  contr^ution.  The  quali- 
aending  ten  deputies  to  the  commune.  ficaticms  w^hich  these  confer  are  in  truth  nega 

Oppose  to  this  one  canton  two  others  of  the  tive  qualifications,  that  give  a  right  in  an  io- 

remainiAg  eight  in  the  same  commune.   These  verse  proportion  to  the  possession  of  them, 
we  may  suppose  to  have  their  fair  population        In  this  whole  contrivance  of  the  three  bases, 

of  4,000  inhabitants,  and  680  voters  each,  or  consider  it  in  any  light  you  please,  I  do  not 

8^000  inhabitants  and  1,360  voters,  both  toge-  see  a  variety  of  objects,  reconciled  in  one  coo- 

ther.  These  will  form  only  two  primary  assem*  sistent  whole,  but  several  contradictory  prio- 

bto,  and  end  only  n«  deputies  to  the  oommii7i«.  ciples  reluctantly  and  irreconcilably  brought 

When  the  assembly  of  the  oommime  comes  to  and  held  together  by  your  philoK^bers,  like 

vote  on  the  basis  of  territory ,  which  principle  wild  beasts  shut  up  in  a  cage,  to  daw  and  bits 

is  first  admitted  to  operate  in  that  assembly,  each  other  to  their  mutual  destruction. 
the  mngk  canton  which  has  half  the  territory        I  am  afiraid  I  have  gone  too  &r  intc  their 

of  the  other  two,  will  have  ten  voices  to  si«  in  way  of  considering  the  formation  of  a  consti- 

tlie  election  of  three  depnttke  to  the  assembly  tution.    They  have  much,  but  bad,  roetaphy- 
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sics ;  much,  but  bad,  geometry ;   much,  but  nobles,  and  pontilTs ;  to  lay  low  every  thing 

false,  proportionate  arithmetic;  but  if  it  were  which  had  lifted  its  head  above  the  lerel,  or 

all  as  exact  as  metaphysics,  geometry,  and  which  could  serve  to  combine  or  rally,  in  their 

arithmetic  ought  to  be,  and  if  their  schemes  distresses,   the  disbanded  peuple,   under  the 

were  perfectly  consistent  in  all  their  parts,  it  standard  c£  old  opinion.    They  have  made 

would  make  only   a   more  fair  and  sightly  France  free  in  the  manner  in  which  thota 

vision.    It  is  remarkable,  that  in  a  great  ar-  sincere  friends  to  the  rights  of  mankind,  the 

rangement  of  mankind,  not  one  reference  what^  Romans,  freed  Greece,  Macedon,  and  other 

soever  is  to  be  found  to  any  thing  moral  or  nations.     They  destroyed  the  bonds  of  their 

Any  thing  politic ;  nothing  that  relates  to  the  union,  under  colour  of  providing  for  the  inde* 

concerns,  the  actions,  the  passions,  the  inte-  pendence  of  each  of  their  cities. 

rests  of  men.    HonUnem  non  sapiunt.  When  the  members  who  compose  these  new 

You  see  I  only  consider  this  constitution  as  bodies  of  cantons,  communes,  and  departmental 

electoral,  and  leading  by  steps  to  the  national  arrangements  purposely  produced  through  the 

assembly.    I  do  not  enter  into  the  internal  medium  of  confusion,  begin  to  act,  they  will 

government  of  the  departments,  and  their  ge»  find  themselves,  in  a  great  measure,  strangen 

nealogy  through  the  communes  and  cantons,  to  one  another.      The  electors  and  elected 

These  local  governments  are,  in  the  original  throughout,  especially,  in   the  rural  cantaHMf 

plan,  to  bo  as  nearly  as  possible  composed  in  will  be  frequently  without  any  civil  habitudes  or 

the  same  manner  and  on  the  same  principles  connections,  or  any  of  that  natural  discipline 

with  the  elective  assemblies.    They  are  each  which  is  the  soul  of  a  true  republic.    Magis* 

of  them  bodies  perfectly  compact  and  rounded  trates  and  collators  of  revenue  are  now  no 

in  themselves.  longer  acquainted  with  their  districts ;  bishopi 

You  cannot  but  perceive  in  this  scheme,  that  with  their  dioceses,  or  curates  with  their  pM 

it  has  a  direct  and  immediate   tendency  to  rishes.    These  new  colonies  of  the  rights  of 

sever  France  into  a  variety  of  republics,  and  men  bear  a  strong  resemblance  to  that  sort  of 

to  render  them  totally  indeperxient  of  each  military  colonies  which  Tacitus  has  observed 

other,  without  any  direct  constitutional  means  upon  in  the  declining  policy  of  Rome.    In 

of  coherence,   connection,  or  subordination,  better  and  wiser  days  (whatever  course  they 

except  what  may  be  derived  from  their  acqui-  took  with  foreign  nations)  they  were  careful 

esccnce  in  tlie  determinations  of  the  general  to  make  the  elements  qf  a  methodical  subordi- 

congress  of  the  ambassadors  from  each  inde-  nation  and  settlement  to  be  coeval ;  and  even 

pendent  republic.    Such  in  reality  is  the  na-  to  lay  the  foundations  of  discipline  in  the  mili> 

tional  assembly,  and  such  governments  I  admit  tary.'*     But,  when  all  the  good  arts  had  fallen 

to  exist  in  the  world,  though  in  forms  infinitely  into  ruin,  they  proceeded,  as  your  assembly 

more  suitable  to  the  local  and  habitual  circuro-  does,  upon  the  equality  of  men,  and  with  as 

stances  of  their  people.      But  such  associa-  UtUe  judgment,  and  as  little  care  for  those 

tions,  ralhei*  than  bodies  politic,  have  gene-  things  which  make  a  republic  tolerable  or  du- 

rally  been  the  effect  of  necessity,  not  choice ;  rable.    But  in  this,  as  well  as  almost  every 

and  I  believe  the  present  French  power  is  the  instance,  your  new  common wedth  is  hotDf 

very  first  body  of  citizens,  who,  having  obtai-  and  bred,  and  fed,  in  those  corruptions  which 

ned  full  authority  to  do  with  their  country  what  mark   degenerated    and    worn-out    republics, 

they  pleased,  have  chosen  to  dissever  it  in  Your  child  comes  into  the  world  with  the  symp- 

this  barbarous  manner.  toms  of  death ;  tlie  f(icie»  Hippocraliea  forms 

It  is  impossible  not  to  observe,  that  in  the  the  character  of  its  physiognomy,  and  mm 

spirit  of  this  geometrical    distribution,    and  prognostic  of  its  fate. 

arithmetical  arrangement,  these  pretended  citi-  The  legislators  who  framed  the  ancient  re- 

lens  treat  France  exactly  like  a  country  of  publics  knew  that  their  business  was  too  ardo- 
conquest.    Acting  as  conquerours,  they  have 

imitated  the  policy  of  the  harshest  of  that  harsh  *  Non,  nt  olim,  universe  le|ri()nes  deduceban- 

race.    The  policy  of  such  barbarous  victors,  tnr  cum  irlbunls,  et  ccnturlonibus,  et  suj  cujus- 

who  «»..m„ .  .uwu^  people,  «A  i»uit  s'^p-.-^irc'^'r^^j;  'z"^jVu^"::, 

their  feelings,  has  ever  been,  as  mucti  as  m  diver^is  manlpulls,  sine  rectore,  sine  afleotibus 

them  lay,  to  destroy  all  vestiges  of  the  ancient  mutuis,  quasi  ex  aliogenere  mortalium,  repente 

cpuntry,  in  religion,  in  polity,  in  laws  and  in  jn  unum  collect!,  numerus  majiB  quam  cofonla. 

)r,»./^ .  ,^  «^«„«/i  -iifU:»^«l  i:»;r.  •  f*^  Tac.  Anna],  1.  14.  sect.  37.    All  thfs  will  be  sUlI 

manners ;  to  confound  aU  temtonal  hmits ;  to  ^^^^  applicable  to  the  unconnected,  rotatory, 

produce  a  general  poverty;  to  put  up  their  biennial  national  assemblies,  in  this  absurd  and 

properties  to  auction ;  to  crush  their  priooee,  senseless  constitution. 

Bb 
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0119  to  be  accomplishal  with  BO  better  i^parBtua  for  the  sake  oTriiiiple  tellhig,  and  not  to  figam 

than  the  metaphysics  of  an  under  graduate,  whose  power  is  to  arise  from  their  place  is 

and  the  mathematics  and  arithmetic  of  an  ex-  the  table.    The  elements  of  their  own  meta* 

ciseman.    They  had  to  do  with  men,  and  they  physics  might  have  taught  them  better  teasoas. 

were  obliged  to  study  human  nature.    They  The  troll  of  their  categorical  table  mi^t  hare 

had  to  do  with  citizens,  and  they  were  obliged  informed  them  that  there  was  something  else 

to  study  the  effects  of  those  habits  which  are  in  the  intellectual  world  besides  mtUiana  and 

communicated  by  the  circumstances  of  civil  gvonlify.    They  might  learn  frt>m  the  cat»- 

Kfe.     They  were  sensible  that  the  operation  chiam  of  metaphysics  that  there  were  eight 

of  this  second  nature  on  the  6r8t  produced  a  heads  more,*^  in  every  complex  deliberation, 

new  combination;   and  thence  arose  many  which  they   have  never  thought  of,  though 

diversities    among  men,   according  to  their  these,  of  aU  fhe  ton,  are  the  aubject  on  which 

birth,  their  education,  their  p-ofessions,  the  the  skill  of  man  canopwate  any  thing  at  aO. 

periods  of  their  lives,  their  residence  in  towns  So  far  from  this  able  disposition  of  some  of 

or  in  the  country,  their  several  ways  of  ac-  &e  dd  republican  legislators,  which  foUowi 

quiring  and  of  fixing  property,  and  according  with  a  solicitous  accinracy  the  moral  conditions 

to  the  quality  of  the  property  itself,  all  which  and  propensities  of  men,  they  have  levelled 

rendered  them  as  it  were  so  many  different  and  crushed  together  ail  the  orders  which  they 

species  of  animals.    From  hence  they  thought  found,   even    under    the    coarse    unanifidal 

themselves  obliged  to  dispose  their  citizens  arrangement  of  the  monardiy,  in  which  mode 

into  such  classes,  and  to  place  them  in  such  of  government  the  classing  of  the  citizens  is 

situations  in  the  state  as  their  peculiar  habits  not  of  so  much  importance  as  in  a  republic  It 

might  qualify  them  to  fill,  and  to  allot  to  them  is  true,  however,  that  every  such  daasificatioo, 

such  appropriate  privileges  as  might  secure  to  if  properly  ordered,  is  good  in  all  fbtms  of 

them  what  their  specific  occasions  required,  government;   and  composes  a  strong  barrier 

and  which  might  furnish  to  each  description  against  the  excesses  of  despotism,  as  well  as  k 

such  force  as  might  protect  it  in  the  conflict  is  the  necessary  means  of  giving  effect  and 

caused  by  the  diversity  of  interests,  that  must  permanence  to  a  republic.    For  want  of  some- 

exist,  and  must  contend,  in  all  complex  soci-  thing  of  this  kind,  if  the  present  project  of  a 

ety:  for  the  legislator  would  have  biaen  asha-  repd4ic  should  &il,  all  securities  to  a  mod^ 

med,  that  the  coarse  husbandman  riiould  well  rated  freedom  fail  along  with  it ;  all  the  indi- 

know  how  to  assort  and  to  use  his  sheep,  rect  restraints  which  mitigate  despotinn  are 

horses,  and  oxen,  and  should  have  enough  of  removed ;   insomuch  that  if  monarehy  should 

common  sense  not  to  abstract  and  equalize  ever  again  obtain  an  entire  ascendency  is 

them  all  into  animals,  without  providing  for  France,  under  this  or  under  any  odier  dynasty, 

each  kind  an  appropriate  food,  care,  and  em*  H  will  probably  be,  if  not  vohmtarily  tempered 

ployment ;  whibt  he,  the  ceconomist,  disposer  &t  setting  out,  by  the  wise  and  virtuous  ooun> 

and  shepherd  of  his  own  kindred,  subliming  sels  of  the  prince,  the  most  completely  arbi- 

himself,  into  an  ^\rj  metaphysician,  was  re-  trary  power  that  has  ever  appeared  on  rardi. 

solved  to  know  nodiing  of  his  flodcs  but  as  men  This  is  to  play  a  most  despor^te  game, 

in  general.    It  is  for  this  reason  that  Mon-  The  confusion,  which  attends  on  all  such 

tesquieu  observed  very  justly,  that  in  their  proceedings,  they  even  declare  to  be  one  of 

classification  of  the  citizens,  the  great  legisla-  their  objects,  and  they  hope  to  secure  tlieir 

ton  of  antiquity  made  the  greatest  display  of  constitution  by  a  terrour  of  a  return  of  those 

iStMr  powers,  aiMl  even  soared  above  them-  evils  which  attended  their  making  iL    "  By 

selves.    It  is  here  that  your  modem  legisla-  this,"  say  they,  *'  its  destruction  will  becoma 

tors  have  gone  deep  into  the  negative  series,  difficult  to  authority,  which  cannot  break  it  ^ 

and  sunk  even  below  their  own  nothing.    As  without  the  entire  disorganization  of  the  n^ide 

the  first  sort  of  legislators  attended  to  the  state.**    They  presunM,  that  if  this  authtrity 

different  kinds  of  citizens,  and  combined  them  should  ever  come  to  the  same  degree  of  powsr 

into  one  commonwealUi,  the  others,  the  meta-  that  they  have  acquired,  it  wotild  make  a  more 

physical  and  alchemistical  legislators,  have  modoute  and  chastised  use  of  it,  and  wouki 

taken  the  direct  contrary  course.    They  have  piously  tremble  entirely  to  disorganize  tlte  state 

attempted  to  confound  all  sorts  of  citizens,  as  in  the  savage  manner  that  they  have  done, 

well  as  they  could,   into  one   homogeneous  They  expect,  fiiom  the  virtue*  of  retunung 
I ;  and  then  they  divided  this  their  amal- 


fma  into  a  number  of  incoherent  repubUoi.        »  q„^,^^  r^,^^    ^^    p^    ^  ^^ 
They  reduce  men  to  loose  counters,  merely     do.  Situs.  Habitas. 
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de^otism,  the  securitj  which  is  to  be  enjoyed  plete  in  all  its  ordinary  functicns.    With  yoa 

by  the  oflfspring  of  their  popular  vices.  the  elective  assembly  is  the  sovereign,  and  the 

I  wish,  Sir,  that  you  and  my  readers  would  sole  sovereign ;  all  the  members  are  therefim 

give  an  attentive  perusal  to  the  work  of  M.  de  integral  parts  of  this  sde  sovereignty.    But 

Calonne,  on  this  subject.     It  is  indeed  not  with  us  it  is  totally  different.    With  as  the 

only  an  doquent  but  an  able  and  insUxictive  representative,  separated  from  the  othor  parts, 

performance,    i  confine  myself  to  what  he  sayi  can  have  no  action  and  no  existence.    The 

relative  to  the  constitution  of  the  new  state,  government  is  the  point  of  reference  of  the 

■od  to  the  condition  of  the  revenue.    As  to  the  ^several  members  and  districts  of  our  represen- 

dtsputds  of  this  minister  with  his  rivals,  I  do  tmtion.   This  is  the  centre  of  our  unity.    This 

■ot  wish  to  pronounce  upon  them.   As  little  do  government  of  reference  is  a  trustee  for  the 

I  mean  to  hazard  any  opinion  concerning  his  loMe,  and  not  for  the  parts.    So  is  the  other 

ways   and  means,  financial  or  political,  for  branch  of  our  public  council,  I  mean  the  house 

taking  his  country  out  of  its  present  disgraceful  of  lords.    With  us  the  king  and  the  \orda  are 

and  deplorable  situation  of  servitude,  anarchy,  several  and  joint  securities  for  the  equality 

bankruptcy,  and  beggary.    I  cannot  speculate'  of  each   district,  each  province,  each   city, 

quite  HO  songuiiiety  as  he  does :  but  he  is  a  When  did  you  hear  in  Great  Britain  of  any 

Frenchman,  and  has  a  closer  duty  relative  to  province  sidcring  from  the  inequality  of  its 

those  objects,  and  better  means  of  judging  of  representation;  what  district  from  having  no 

them,  than  I  can  have.    I  wish  that  the  formal  representation  at  all  ?  Not  only  our  monarchy 

avowal  which  he  refers  to,  made  by  one  of  the  and  our  peerage  secure  the  equality  on  whk^ 

principal  leaders  in  the  assembly,  concerning  our  unity  depends,  but  it  is  the  spirit  of  the 

the  tendency  of  their  scheme  to  bring  France  house  of  eommoos  itself.    The  very  inequality 

not  only  from  a  monarchy  to  a  republic,  but  of  representation,  which  is  so  foolishly  com- 

from  a  republic  to  a  mere  confederacy,  may  be  plained  of,  is  perhaps  the  very  thing  which 

very  particularly  attended  to.     It  adds  new  prevents  us  firom  thinking  or  acting  as  mem- 

fbrce  to  my  observations ;  and  indeed  M .  de  bers  for  districts.     C(»nwaU  elects  as  many 

Calonne's  work  supplies  my  deficiencies  by  members  as  all  Scotland.     But  is  Comwall 

many  new  and  striking  arguments  on  most  of  better  taken  care  of  than  Scotland  ?  Few  troo* 

the  subjects  of  this  letter.*^  Ue  their  heads  about  any  of  your  bases,  out  oC 

It  is  this  resolution,  to  break  their  country  some  giddy  clubs.   Most  of  those  n^otwish  for 

into  separate  republics,  which  has  driven  them  any  diange,  upon  any  plausible  grounds^  desire 

into  the  greatest  number  of  their  difficulties  it  on  different  ideas. 

and  contradictions.    If  it  were  not  for  this,  all  Your  new  constitution  is  the  very  reverse  of 

the  questions   of  exact  equality,   and  these  ours  in  its  principle ;  and  I  am  astonished  how 

balances,  never  to  be  settled,  of  individnal  any  persons  could  dream  of  holding  out  any 

rights,  population,  and  contribution,  would  be  thing  done  in  it  as  an  example  for  Great  Bri- 

wholiy  useless.     The  representation,  though  tain.    With  you  there  is  little,  or  rather,  119 

derived  firom  pails,  would  be  a  duty  which  coimection  between  the  last  representative  ana 

equally  regarded  the  whole.    Each  deputy  to  the  first  constituent.    The  member  who  goes 

the  assembly  would  be  the  representative  of  to  the  national  assembly  is  not  chosen  by  the 

Prance,  and  of  all  its  descriptions,  of  the  many  people,  nor  accountable  to  them.    There  are 

and  of  the  few,  of  the  rich  and  of  the  poor,  of  three  elections  before  he  is  chosen :  two  seta 

the  great  dbtricts  and  of  the  smalt    All  these  of  magistracy  intervene  between  him  and  the 

districts  would  themselves  be  subordinate  to  primary  assembly,  so  as  to  render  him,  as  I 

some   standing  authority,  existing  indepen-  have  said,  an  ambassador  of  a  state,  arid  not 

dently  of  them ;  an  authority  in  which  their  the  representative  of  the  people  within  a  state. 

repre8entati<Mi,  and  every  thing  that  belongs  to  By  this  the  whole  spirit  o(  the   election  is 

it,  originated,  and  to  which  it  was  pointed,  changed ;  nor  can  any  corrective  your  consti- 

Fhis  standing,  unalterable,  fundamental  go*  tution-mongers  have  devised,  render  him  any 

7emment  would  make,  and  it  is  the  only  thing  thing  else  than  what  he  is.    The  very  attempt 

which  could  make,  that  territory  truly  and  pro-  to  do  it  woukl  inevitably  introduce  a  confiision, 

perly  a  whole.     With    us,  when  we  elect  if  possible,  more  horrid  than  the  presenL  There 

popular  representatives,  we  send  them  to  a  is  no  way  to  make  a  connection  between  the 

council,  in  which  each  man  individually  is  a  original  constituent  and  the  representative,  but 

«d>ject,  and  submitted  to  a  government  com  by  the  circuitous  means  which  may  lead  tht 

candidate  to  apply  in  the  fint  instaaoe  to  ths 

•  8ML*Etat  de  la  France,  p.  SSI.  primaiy  ebctors,  in  order  that  by  thsir  autfa» 


540  REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCB. 

ritative  instructions  (and  sooMtliing  more  per>  riority  orer  the  wistet  and  most  Tirtaous.  Am, 
haps)  these  primary  electors  may  force  the  two  in  the  end,  all  the  members  of  this  electiv* 
succeeding  bodies  of  electors  to  make  a  choice  constitution  are  equally  fugitive,  and  exist  onl^ 
agreeable  to  their  wishes.  But  this  would  for  the  election,  they  may  be  no  longer  the 
pUinly  subvert  the  whole  scheme.  It  would  same  persons  who  had  chosen  him,  to  whom 
be  to  plunge  them  back  into  that  tumult  and  he  is  to  be  respcHisible  when  he  solicits  for  a 
confusion  of  popular  election,  which  by  their  renewal  of  bis  trust.  To  call  all  the  secondary 
interpoAed  gradation  of  elections,  they  mean  to  electors  c£  the  Commune  to  account,  is  ridico- 
avoid,  and  at  length  to  risk  the  whole  fortune  lous,  impracticable,  and  unjtttt ;  they  may  thea»> 
of  the  state  with  those  who  have  the  least  know-  selves  have  been  deceived  in  their  choice,  af 
ledge  of  it,  and  the  least  interest  in  it.  This  the  third  set  of  electors,  those  of  the  Depari- 
is  a  perpetual  dilemma,  into  which  they  are  mentf  may  be  in  theirs.  In  your  elections 
thrown  by  the  vicious,  weak,  and  contradictory  responsibility  cannot  exist, 
principles  they  have  chosen.  Unless  the  peo-  Finding  no  sort  of  principle  of  coherence 
pie  break  up  and  level  this  gradation,  it  is  with  each  other  in  the  nature  and  constitutioo 
plain  that  tliey  do  not  at  all  substantially  elect  of  the  several  new  republics  of  France,  I  con- 
to  the  assembly ;  indeed  they  elect  as  little  in  sidered  what  cement  the  legislators  had  pro> 
i^pearance  as  reality.  vided  for  them  from  any  extraneous  niatenak. 

What  is  it  we  all  seek  for  in  an  election?  Their  confederations,theirspec(aoiEes,  their  civic 

To  answer  its  real  purposes  ;  you  must  first  feasts,  and  their  enthusiasm,  I  take  no  notice 

possess  the  means  of  knowing  the  fitness  of  of;  they  are  nothing  but  mere  tricks ;  but  tra* 

your  man ;  and  then  you  must  retain  some  hdd  cing  their  policy  through  their  actions,  I  think 

upon  him  by  personal  obligation  or  dependence.  I  can  distinguish  the  arrangements  by  which 

^or  what  end  are  these  prunary  electors  com-  they  propose  to  hold  these  republics  together, 

plimented,  or  rather  mocked  with  a  choice?  The  first,  is  the  oor\IUeation,  with  the  comput* 

They  can  never  know  any  thing  of  the  qualities  sory  p«^r  currency  annexed  to  it ;  the  second, 

of  him  that  is  to  serve  them,  nor  has  he  any  is  Uie  supreme  power  (^  the  city  of  Paris ;  the 

obligation  whatsoever   to  them.    Of  all  the  third,  is  the  general  army  of  the  state.    Of 

powers  unfit  to  be  delegated  by  those  who  have  this  last  I  shall  reserve  what  I  have  to  say, 

any  real  means  of  judging,  that  most  peculiarly  until  I  come  to  consider  the  army  as  an  head 

unfit  is  what  relates  to  a  pertonal  choice.    In  by  itself. 

case  of  abuse,  that  body  of  primary  electors  As  to  the  operation  of  the  first  (the  omb- 
never  can  call  the  representative  to  an  account  cation  and  paper  currency)  merely  as  a  cement, 
(or  his  conduct.  He  is  too  far  removed  fi-om  I  cannot  deny  that  these,  the  one  depending 
them  in  the  chain  of  representation.  If  he  on  the  other,  may  for  some  time  compose  some 
acts  improperly  at  the  end  of  his  two  years'  sort  of  cement,  if  their  madness  and  ibUy  in 
lease,  it  does  not  concern  him  for  two  years  the  management,  and  in  the  tempering  of  the 
more.  By  the  new  French  constitution  the  parts  together,  does  not  produce  a  repuLioo  in 
best  and  the  wisest  representatives  go  equally  the  very  outset.  But  allowing  to  the  scheme 
with  the  worst  into  this  Limbut  Patrnm.  some  coherence  and  some  duration,  it  appears 
Their  bottoms  are  supposed  foul,  and  they  to  me,  that  if,  after  a  while,  the  confiscation 
must  go  into  dock  to  be  refitted.  Every  man  should  not  be  found  sufficient  to  support  tho 
who  has  served  in  an  assembly  is  ineligible  for  paper  coinage,  (as  I  am  morally  certain  it  will 
wo  years  after.  Just  as  these  magistrates  not,)  then,  instead  of  cementing,  it  will  add 
begin  to  learn  their  trade,  like  chimney-swee-  infinitely  to  the  dissociation,  distraction,  and 
pers,  they  are  disqualified  for  exercising  it.  confusion  of  these  confederate  republics,  both 
Superficial,  new,  petulant  acquisition,  and  in-  with  relation  to  each  other,  and  to  the  several 
terrupted,  dronish,  broken,  iU  recollection,  is  parts  within  themselves.  But  if  the  confisca- 
te be  the  destined  character  of  all  ypur  future  tion  should  so  far  succeed  as  to  sink  the  paper 
govemovrs.  Your  constitution  has  too  much  currency,  the  cement  is  gone  with  the  circula- 
of  jealousy  to  have  much  of  sense  in  it.  You  tion.  In  (he  mean  time  its  binding  force  will 
consider  the  breach  of  trust  in  the  represents-  be  very  uncertain,  and  it  will  straiten  or  relax 
tiye  so  principally,  that  you  do  not  at  all  regard  with  every  variation  in  the  credit  of  tbs 
the  question  of  his  fitness  to  execute  it.  paper. 

This  purgatory  interval  is  not  unfavourable        One  thing  only  is  certain  in  this  scfaeoM, 

CO  a  faithless  representative,  who  may  be  as  which  is  an  efiVct  seemingly  collateral,  but 

good  a  canvasser  as  he  was  a  bad  govemour.  direct,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  the  minds  of  those 

Id  this  time  he  may  cabal  himself  into  a  supe-  who  conduct  this  busineesi  that  is,  its  eflfectio 
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Droducing  an   Oligarchy  in  every  ooe  of  the  ship,  that  usury  is  not  tutor  of  agriculture; 

epublics.    A  paper  circulation,  not  founded  and  if  the  word  "enlightened"  be  understood 

on  any  real  money  deposited  or  engaged  for,  according  to  the  new  dictionary,  as  it  always 

amounting  already  to  four-and-forty  roillioas  is  in  your  new  schools,  I  cannot  conceive  how 

of  English  money,  and  this  currency  by  force  a  man's  not  believing  in  God  can  teach  him  to 

■ubsiituted  in  the  place  of  the  coin  of  the  king-  cultivate  the  earth  with  the  least  of  any  addi- 

^docn,  becoming  thereby  the  substance  of  its  tional  skill  or  encouragement.    "Diis  irooxnw 

revenue,  as  well  as  the  medium  of  all  its  com-  talibus  sero,'*  said  an  old  Rom^an,  when  he  hekl 

mercial  and  civU   intercourse,  must  put  the  one  handle  of  the  plough,  whilst  Death  held 

whole  of  what  power,  authority  and  influence  the  other.    Though  you  were  to  join  in  the 

is  left,  in  any  form  whatsoever  it  may  assume,  commission  all  the  directors  of  the  two  acade- 

into  the  hands  of  the  managers  and  conductors  mies  to  the  directors  of  the  Cause  (TEtcompte, 

of  this  circulation.  an  oid  experienced  peasant  is  worth  them  all. 

In  England  we  feel  the  influence  of  the  bank ;  I  have  got  more  information  upon  a  curious 

though  it  is  only  the  centre  of  a  voluntary  dea*  and  interesting  branch  of  husbandry,  in  one 

ling.    He  knows  little  indeed  of  the  influence  s^hI  conversation  with  an  old  Carthusian  monk, 

of  money  upon  mankind,  who  docs  not  see  the  than  I  have  derived  from  all  the  Bank  direc- 

force  of  the  management  of  a  roonicd  concern,  tors  that  I  have  ever  conversed  with.    How- 

which  is  so  much  more  extensive,  and  in  iti  ever,  there  is  no  cause  for  apprehension  from 

nature  so  much  more  depending  on  the  mana-  the  meddling  of  money-dealers  with  rural  obco- 

gors  than  any  of  ours.    But  this  is  not  merely  nomy.    These  gentlemen  are  too  wise  in  their 

a  money  concern.    There  is  another  member  generation.    At  first,  perhs^M,  their  tender  and 

in  the  system  inseparably  connected  with  this  susceptible  imaginations  may  be  captivated 

money  management.    It  consists  in  the  means  with  the  innocent  tnd  unprofitable  delights  of 

of  drawing  out  at  discretion  portions  of  the  a  pastoral  life ;  but  in  a  little  time  they  will 

confiscated  lands  for  sale ;  and  carrying  on  a  find  that  agriculture  is  a  trade  much  more  labo- 

DTocess  of  continual  transmutation  of  paper  into  rious,  and  much  less  lucrative  than  that  which 

land,  and  land  into  paper.    When  we  follow  they  had  left.    After  making  its  panegyric, 

this  process  in  its  cfl*ects,  wo  may  conceive  they  will  turn  their  backs  on  it  like  their  great 

something  of  the  intensity  of  the  force  with  precursor  and  prototype.    They  may,  like  him, 

which  this   system   must  operate.    By  this  begin  by  singing  «  BeatuM  t^"— but  what  will 

means  the  spirit  of  money  jobbing  and  specu-  be  the  end  ? 
lation  goes  into  the  mass  of  land  itself,  and 
incorporates  with  it.  By  this  kind  of  operation,  H»c  ubl  locutus  foBneraior  Alphjus, 

.,    ,  '^     .        r  .    w  /      :. \  Jam  jam  futnrus  rusticus 

that  species  of  property  becomes  (as  it  were)  o„,„in,  ^^,^^,1  j^jibu,  pecuniam ; 

volatilised ;  it  assumes  an  unnatural  and  mon-  ^usrit  calendis  ponere. 

strous  activity,  and  thereby  throws  into  the 

hands  of  the  several  managers,  principal  and  They  will  cultivate  the  Catise  (T  Eglise,  un- 
subordinate,  Parisian  aa\  provincial,  all  the  der  the  sacred  auspices  of  this  prelate,  with 
representative  of  money,  and  perhaps  a  full  much  more  profit  than  its  vino-yards  and  its 
tenth  part  of  all  the  land  i«  France,  which  has  corn-fields.  They  will  employ  their  talents 
now  acquired  the  worst  and  most  pernicious  according  to  their  habits  and  their  interests, 
part  of  the  evil  of  a  paper  circulation,  the  They  will  not  follow  the  plough  whilst  they 
greatest  possible  uncertainty  in  its  value.  They  can  direct  treasuries,  and  govern  provinces, 
have  reversed  the  Latonian  kindness  to  the  Your  legislators,  in  every  thing  new,  are 
landed  property  of  Delos.  They  have  sent  the  very  first  who  Iwive  founded  a  common* 
theirs  to  be  blown  about,  like  the  light  frag-  wealtli  upon  gaming,  and  infused  this  spirit 
ments  of  a  wreck,  croM  et  UUora  cvreum.  into  it  as  its  vital  breath.  The  great  object 
The  new  dealers  being  all  habitually  adven-  in  these  politics  is  to  metamorphose  France, 
turers,  and  without  any  fixed  habits  or  local  firom  a  great  kingdom  into  one  great  play- 
predilections,  will  purchase  to  job  out  again,  table ;  to  turn  its  inhabitants  into  a  nation  of 
as  the  market  of  paper,  or  of  money,  or  of  land  gamesters;  to  make  speculation  as  extensive 
shall  present  an  advantage.  For  though  a  holy  as  life  ;  to  mix  it  with  all  its  concerns  ; 
bishop  thinks  that  agriculture  will  derive  great  and  to  divert  the  whole  of  the  hopes  and  fears 
advantages  from  the  *<  tnUghUned^^  usurers  of  the  people  from  tlieir  usual  channels,  into 
who  are  to  purchase  the  church  confiscations,  the  impulses,  passions,  and  superstitkxis  of 
I,  who  am  not  a  good,  but  an  old  farmer,  witl»  those  who  live  on  chances.  They  loudly 
great  humility  beg  leave  to  toll  his  late  lord-  proclaim  their  opinion,  that  this  their  present 
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wjttem  of  a  republic  cannot  poeriUj  exist  begin,  and  the  raurderv  of  Paris  and  St.  l}tm> 
without  this  kind  of  gaming  ftmd ;  and  that  nis  may  be  renewed  all  through  France, 
die  rery  thread  of  its  life  is  spun  out  of  the  What  signifies  the  empty  compliment  paid 
staple  of  these  speculations.  The  old  gaming  to  the  country  by  giving  it  perhaps  more  thta 
in  funds  was  mis<^ievou8  enough  undoubtedly ;  its  share  in  the  theory  of  your  reivresentatioo  ? 
but  it  was  so  only  to  individuds.  Even  when  Where  have  you  placed  the  re^  pow^  oter 
k  had  its  greatest  extent,  in  the  Mississippi  monied  and  landed  circulation  ?  Where  faavs 
and  South  Sea,  it  afEscted  but  few,  oompa*  you  placed  the  means  of  raising  and  iailiog 
ratively;  where  it  extends  further,  as  in  lotte*  the  value  of  every  man's  freehold?  Thoes 
ries,  the  spirit  has  but  a  single  object.  But  whose  operations  can  take  firom,  or  adJ  tea 
where  the  law,  which  in  most  circumstances  per  cent,  to,  the  possessions  of  every  msn  io 
forbids,  and  in  none  countenances  gaming,  is  France,  must  be  die  masters  of  every  man  in 
itself  debauched,  so  as  to  reverse  its  nature  France.  The  whole  of  the  power  obtained 
and  policy,  and  expressly  to  force  the  subject  by  this  revdutioo  will  settle  in  the  tofwns 
to  this  destructive  table,  by  bringing  the  spirit  ammig  the  burghers,  and  the  monied  directors 
and  symbols  of  gaming  into  the  minutest  m^t-  who  lead  them.  The  landod  gentleman,  tbe 
tors,  and  engaging  every  body  in  it,  and  in  yeoman,  and  tbe  peasant,  have,  none  of  them, 
every  thing,  a  more  dreadful  epidemic  dis»  habits,  or  inclinations,  or  experience,  whkh 
temper  of  Uiat  kind  is  spread  than  yet  has  ^  can  lead  them  to  any  share  in  this  the  sole 
peared  in  the  world.  With  you  a  man  can  source  of  power  and  influence  now  left  m 
neither  earn  nor  buy  his  dinner,  without  a  France.  The  very  nature  of  a  country  life, 
speculation.  What  he  receives  in  the  morning  the  very  nature  of  landed  property,  in  aiU  the 
will  not  have  the  same  value  at  night.  What  occupatiom,  and  all  the  pleasures  they  aSbrd, 
he  is  compelled  to  take  as  pay  for  an  old  debt,  render  combination  and  arrangnnent  (the  sole 
will  not  be  received  as  the  same  when  he  way  of  procuring  and  exerting  influence)  in 
comes  to  pay  a  debt  contracted  by  himself;  a  manner  impoesible  among  country-people, 
nor  will  it  be  the  same  when  by  pron^t  pay-  Combine  them  by  all  the  art  you  can,  and  sH 
ment  he  would  avoid  contracting  any  debt  at  the  industry,  they  are  always  dissolving  into  in- 
all.  Industry  must  wither  away.  (Economy  dividuality.  Any  thing  in  the  nature  of  incor- 
must  be  driven  from  your  country.  Careful  poration  is  almost  impracticable  among  them, 
provision  will  have  no  existence.  Who  will  Hope,  fear,  alarm,  jealousy,  the  epbemerous 
labour  without  knowing  the  amount  of  his  tale  that  does  its  business  and  dies  in  a  day, 
pay  ?  Who  will  study  to  increase  what  ntmo  all  these  things,  which  are  the  reins  and  spun 
can  estimate  ?  Who  will  accumulate,  when  by  which  leaders  check  or  urge  the  minds  of 
ho  does  not  know  the  value  of  what  he  saves?  followers,  are  not  easily  employed,  or  hardly 
If  you  abstract  it  from  its  uses  in  gaming,  to  at  all,  among  scattered  people.  They  aneov 
accumulate  your  paper  wealth,  would  be  not  Ue,  they  arm,  they  act  with  the  utmost  diffi- 
the  providence  of  a  man,  but  the  distempered  culty,  and  at  the  greatest  charge.  Their  eA 
instinct  of  a  jackdaw.  forts,  if  ever  they  can  be  commenced,  cannot 
The  truly  melancholy  part  of  the  policy  of  be  sustained.  They  cannot  proceed  syste- 
•ystematically  making  a  nation  of  gamesters  raatically.  If  the  country  gentlraoen  attempt 
is  this ;  that  though  all  are  forced  to  play,  few  an  influence  through  the  mere  income  of  their 
can  understand  the  game ;  and  fewer  still  are  property,  what  is  it  to  that  of  those  who  have 
in  a  condition  to  avail  themselves  of  that  ten  times  their  income  to  sell,  and  who  can 
knowledge.  The  many  must  be  the  dupes  of  ruin  their  property  by  bringing  their  plunder 
the  few  who  conduct  the  machine  of  these  to  meet  it  at  market  ?  If  the  landed  roao 
speculations.  What  effect  it  must  have  on  wishes  to  mortgage,  he  (alls  the  value  of  his 
the  country-people  is  visible.  The  townsman  land,  and  raises  the  value  (^  assignats.  He 
can  calculate  from  day  to  day  :  not  so  the  in-  augments  the  power  of  his  enemy  by  the  very 
habitant  of  the  country.  When  the  peasant  means  he  must  take  to  contend  with  him. 
first  brings  his  com  to  market,  the  magistrate  The  country  gentlemen  therelbre,  the  officer 
in  the  towns  obliges  him  to  take  the  assignat  by  sea  and  land,  the  man  o^^beral  views  and 
at  par ;  when  he  goes  to  the  shop  with  his  mo-  habits,  attached  to  no  profenton,  will  be  m 
aey,  he  finds  it  seven  per  cent,  the  worse  for  completely  excluded  from  the  govemmeot  o( 
crossing  the  way.  This  market  he  will  not  his  country  as  if  he  were  legislatively  prth 
readily  resort  to  again.  The  towns-people  scribed.  It  is  obrious,  that  in  the  towns,  aL 
will  be  inflamed !  they  wiH  force  the  country*  the  things  which  conspire  against  the  oountry 
people  to  bring  their  com.    Resistance  will  gentlemen,  combine  in  favour  of  the  umki 
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imuwgor  and  director.    In  towns  combination  the  power  of  Paris,  now  become  the  centre  and 

is  natural.    The  habits  of  burghers,  their  oc-  focus  of  jobbing,  that  the  leaders  of  this  &ction 

cupations,  tlieir  diversion,  their  business,  their  direct,  or  rather  command,  the  whole  legislai- 

idleness,  continually  bring  them  into  mutual  tire  and  the    whole    executive   government 

contact.     Their  virtues  and  their  vices  are  Every  thing  therefore  must  be  done  which  caa 

sociable;  they  are  always  in  garrison  ;  and  confinn  the  authority  of  that  city  over  the  other 

they  come  embodied  and  half  disciplined  into  republics.    Paris  is  compact ;  she  has  an  enor> 

the  hands  of  those  who  mean  to  form  them  mous  strength,  wholly  disproportioned  to  the 

for  civil  or  military  action.  force  of  any  of  the  square  republics ;  and  this 

All  these  considerations  leave  no  doubt  on  strength  b  collected  and  condensed  within  a 
my  mind,  that  if  this  monster  of  a  constitution  narrow  compass.  Paris  has  a  natural  and  easy 
can  continue,  France  will  be  wholly  governed  connection  of  its  parts,  which  will  not  be  aik 
by  the  agitators  in  corporations,  by  societies  iected  by  any  scheme  of  a  geometrical  consti* 
in  the  towns  formed  of  directors  in  assignats,  tation,  nor  does  it  much  signify  whether  its 
and  trustees  for  the  sale  (^church lands,  attor-  proportion  of  representation  be  more  or  less, 
nies,  agents,  money  joM>ers,  speculators,  and  since  it  has  the  whole  draft  of  fishes  in  its  drag* 
adventurers,  composing  an  ignoble  oligarchy,  net.  The  other  divisions  of  the  kingdom  be* 
founded  on  the  destruction  of  the  crown,  the  ing  hackled  and  torn  to  pieces,  and  separated 
church,  the  nobility,  and  the  people.  Here  from  all  their  habitual  means,  and  even  prin- 
•  end  all  the  deceitful  dreams  and  visions  of  the  ciples  of  union,  cannot,  for  some  time  at  least) 
equality  and  rights  of  men.  In  "  the  Serbo-  confederate  against  her.  Nothing  was  to  ba 
nian  bog"  of  this  base  oligarchy  they  are  all  lefl  in  all  the  subordinate  members,  but  weak- 
absorbed,  sunk,  and  lost  for  ever.  ness,  disconnection,  and  confusion.    To  aoo- 

Though  human  eyes  cannot  trace  them,  one  firm  this  part  of  the  plan,  the  assembly  has 

would  be  tempted  to  think  some  great  offences  lately  come  to  a  resolution,  that  no  two  of  their 

in  France  must  cry.  to  heaven,  which    has  republics  shall  have  the  same  commander  in 

thought  fit  to  punish  it  with  a  subjection  to  a  chief. 

vile  and  inglorious  domination,  in  which  no  To  a  person  who  takes  a  view  of  the  whole, 

comfort  or  compensation  is  to  be  found  in  any,  the  strength  of  Paris  thus  formed,  will  appear 

even  of  those  false  splendours,  which,  playing  a  system  of  general  weakness.    It  is  boasted 

about  other  tyrannies,  prevent  mankind  from  that  the  geometrical  policy  has  been  adopted, 

feelin;^  themselves  dishonoured  even  whilst  they  that  all  kx:al  ideas  should  be  sunk,  and  that 

are  oppressed.    I  must  confess  I  am  touched  the  people  should  be  no  longer  Gascons,  Pi- 

with  a  sorrow,  mixed  with  some  indignation,  cards,    Bretons,  Normans,  but  Frenchmen, 

at  the  conduct  of  a  few  men,  once  of  great  with  one  country,  one  heart,  and  one  assembly, 

rank,  and  still  of  great  character,  who,  deluded  But   instead   of  being    all   Frenchmen,  the 

with  specious  names,  have  engaged  in  a  busi-  greater  likelihood  is,  that  the  inhabitants  of 

ness  too  deep  for  the  line  of  their  understanding  that  region  will  shortly  have  iio  country.    No. 

to  fathom ;  who  have  lent  their  fair  reputation  man  ever  was  attached  by  a  sense  <^  pride, 

and  the  authority  of  thei    ugh-sounding  names,  partiality,  or  real  affection,  to  a  description  of 

to  the  designs  of  men  with  whom  they  could  square  measurements.    He  never  will  glory  in 

net  be  acquainted;   and  have  thereby  made  belonging  to  the  Chequer  No.  71,  or  to  any 

their  very  virtues  operate  to  the  ruin  of  their  other  badge*ticket.    Wo  begin  our  public  aiP 

cotmtry.  fections  in  our  families.    No  cold  relation  is  a 

So  far  as  to  the  first  cementing  principle.  zealous  citizen.  We  pass  on  to  our  neighboufw 

The  second  material  of  cement  for  tlieir  hoods,  and  our  habitual  provincial  connections, 

new  republic  is  the  superiority  of  the  city  of  These  are  inns  and  resting  places.    Such  divi* 

Paris ;  and  this  I  admit  is  strongly  connected  sfons  of  our  country  as  have  been  formed  by 

with  the  other  cementing  principle  of  paper  habit,  and  not  by  a  sudden  jerk  of  authority, 

circulation  and  confiscation.     It  is  in  thuj  part  were  so  many  little  images  of  the  great  country 

of  the  project  we  must  look  fu«  die  cause  of  in  which  the  heart  foimd  something  which  it 

the  destrtiction  of  all  the  old  bounds  of  pro-  could  fill.    The  k>ve  to  the  whole  is  not  ex- 

vinces  and  jurisdictions,  ecclesiastical  and  se-  tingiiishcd  by  this  subordinate  partiality.   Per* 

cular,  and  the  dissolution  of  all  ancient  com-  haps  it  is  a  sort  of  elemental  trair.ing  to  those 

binations  of  things,  as  well  as  the  formation  of  higher  and  more  large  regards,  by  which  alone 

so  many  small  unconnected  republics.    The  men  come  to  be  affected,  as  with  their  own 

power  of  the  city  of  Paris  is  evidently  one  concern,  in  the  prosperity  of  a  kingdom  so 

graat  spring  of  all  their  politics.    It  is  throng  extensive  as  that  of  France.    In  that  genera) 
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Unitory  itself,  as  in  the  old  name  of  provinces,  preme  power  exercised  by  the  people,  or  i 

the  citizens  are  interested  from  old  prejudices  mediately  delegated  from  them,  and  the  mere 

and  unreajBoned  habits,  and  not  on  account  of  executive.     Of  this  \]\,em  arc  no  traces  in  your 

the  geometric  properties  of  its  figure.    The  constitutioo ;  and  :n  i»rovidit\<;  nothing  of  thii 

power  and  pre-eminence  of  Paris  does  cer-  kind,  your  S'jions  and  Numas  have,  as  much 

t&inly  pres  down  and  hold  these  republics  as  in  any  tbir.g  else,  discovered  a  sovereiga 

together  as  long  as  it  lasts.    But,  for  the  rea-  incapacity. 

sons  I  have  already  given  you,  I  think  it  cannot        Let  us  now  turn  our  eyes  to  what  they  have 

last  very  long.  done  towards  the  formatioo  of  an  executivt 

Passing  from  the  civil  creating  and  the  civil  power.    For  this  tliey  have  chosen  a  degraded 

cementing  principles  of  this  constitution,  to  the  kin^.    This  their  first  executive  officer  is  to 

national  assembly,  which  is  to  appear  and  act  be  a  nkichinc,  without  any  sort  of  deliberative 

as  sovereign,  wo  see  a  body  in  its  constitution  discretion  in  any  one  act  of  his  ftmction.    Ai 

with  every  possible  power,  and  no  possible  ex-  best  he  is  but  a  channel  to  convey  to  the  na- 

temal  controul.    We  see  a  body  without  fun-  tional  assembly  such  matter  as  may  import 

damental  laws,  without  established  maxims,  that  body  to  know.    If  he  had  been  made  the 

without  respected  rules  of  proceeding,  which  exclusive  channel,  the  power  woukl  not  have 

nothing  can  keep  firm  to  any  system  \K^at-  been  without  its  importance ;  though  infinitely 

soever.     Their  idea  of  tlieir  powers  is  always  perilous  to  those  who  wouki  choose  to  exocise 

taken  at  the  utmost  stretch  of  legislative  com-  it.    But  public  intelligence  and  statement  of 

petency,  and  their  examples  for  common  cases,  facts  may  pass  t<>  the  assembly,  with  etfual 

from  the  exception  of  the  most  urgent  neces-  authenticity,   tliroagh  any  other  conreyance. 

sityi     The  future  is  to  be  in  most  respects  As  to  the  means, 'iierefbre,  of  giving  a  direc- 

like  the  present  assembly ;  but,  by  the  mode  tion  to  measures  by  the  statement  of  an  autho 

of  the  new  elections  and  the  tendency  of  the  rized  reporter,  thb  office  of  inteUigenoe  is  as 

new  circulations,  it  will  be  purged  of  the  small  nothing. 

degree  of  internal  controul  existing  in  a  mino-  To  consider  tl.e  French  scheme  of  an  exe- 
rity  chosen  originally  from  various  interests,  cutivo  officer,  in  its  two  natural  divisions  of 
aivi  preserving  something  of  their  spirit.  If  civil  and  political — In  the  first  it  must  be  oU> 
possible,  the  next  assembly  must  be  worse  than  served,  that,  according  to  the  new  constitution, 
the  present.  The  present,  by  destroying  and  the  higher  parts  of  judicature,  in  either  of  its 
altering  every  thing,  will  leave  to  their  succes-  lines,  are  not  in  the  king.  The  king  of  France 
scM^  apparently  nothing  popular  to  do.  They  is  not  the  fountain  of  justice.  The  jvidges, 
will  be  roused  by  emulation  and  example  to  neither  the  original  nor  the  appellate^  are  cf 
enterprises  the  boldest  and  the  most  absurd,  his  nomination.  He  neither  pro[ioses  the  can- 
To  sujiposo  such  an  assembly  sitting  in  perfect  didates,  nor  has  a  negative  on  the  choice.  He 
quietude  is  ridiculous.  is  not  even  the  public  prosecutor.    He  serves 

Your  all-sufficient  legislators,  in  their  hurry  only  as  a  notary  to  autlienticate  tho  choice 

to  do  every  thing  at  once,  have  forgot  one  made  of  the  judges  in  the  several  districts, 

thing  that  seems  essential,  and  which,  I  be-  By  his  officers  ho  is  to  execute  their  sentence, 

lieve,  never  has  been  before,  in  the  theory  or  When  we  look  into  the  true  nature  of  his 

the  practice,  omitted  by  any  projector  of  a  re-  authority,  ho  appears  to  be  notliing  more  tluin 

public.   They  have  forgot  to  constitute  a  tenate,  a  chief  of  bumbailiffit,  Serjeants  at  mace,  catcli 

or  something  of  that  nature  and  character,  poles,  jailers,  and  hangmen.    It  is  impossible 

Never,  before  this  time,  was  heard  of  a  body  to  place  any  thing  cailled  royalty  in  a  mori 

politic  composed  of  one  legislative  and  active  degrading  point  of  view.     A  thousand  times 

assembly,  and  its  executive  officers,  without  better  had  it  been  for  the  dignity  of  this  un- 

such  a  council;  without  something  to -which  happy  prince,  that  he  had  nothing  at  all  to  d( 

foreign  states  might  connect  Uiemselves ;  some-  with  the  administration  of  justice,  deprived  ay 

thing  to  which,  in  the  ordinary  detail  of  go-  he  is  of  all  that  is  venerable,  and  all  that  ri 

vcmment,  the  people  could  look  up ;  sometliing  consolatory  in  that  function,  without  power  of 

which  might  give  a  bias  and  steadiness,  and  originating  any  process ;  witliout  a  power  of 

preserve  something  like  consistency  in  the  pro-  suspension,    mitigation,  or   pardon.      Every 

ceerjings  of  state.    Such  a  body  kings  gene-  thing  in   justice  that  is  vile  and  odious  ii 

rally  have  as  a  council.    A  monardiy  may  thrown  upon  him.    It  was  not  for  nothing  thai 

exist  without   it;  but  it  seems  to  be  in  the  the  assembly  has  been  at  swell  pains  to  remon 

very  essence  of  a  republican  government.    It  the  stigma  from  certain  offices,  when  hej 

liolds  A  sort  of  middle  place  between  the  st>-  were  resolved  to  place  the  person  w1m>  had 
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ktely  been  (heir  king  in  a  situation  but  ono 
degree  above  the  executioner,  and  in  an  office 
nearly  of  the  same  quality.  It  is  not  in  nature, 
that  situated  as  the  king  of  the  French  now  is, 
he  can  respect  himself,  or  can  be  respected  by 
others. 

View  this  new  executive  officei  on  the  side 
of  his  political  capacity,  as  he  acs  imdcr  the 
orders  of  the  national  assembly.    To  execute 
laws  is  a  royal  office  ;  to  execute  orders  is  not 
to  bd  a  kin^r.     However,  a  political  executive 
magistracy,  thougli  merely  such,  is  a  great 
trust,     [t  is  a  trust  indeed  that  has  much  de« 
pending  upon  its  faithful  and  diligent  perfor- 
mance, both  in  the  person  presiding  in  it  and 
in  all  its  subordinates.    Means  of  performing 
this  duty  ougiit  to  bo  given  by  regulation;  and 
dispositions  towards  it  ought  to  be  infused  by 
the  circumstances  attendant  on  the  trust.    It 
ought  to  be  environed  with  dignity,  authority, 
and  consideration,  and  it  ought  to  lead  to  glory. 
The  office  of  execution  is  an  office  of  exertion. 
It  is  not  from  impotence  we  are  to  expect  the 
tasks  of  power.    What  sort  of  person  is  a  king 
to  command  executory  service,  who  has  no 
means  whatsoever  to  reward  it?    Not  in  a 
permanent  office  ;  not  in  a  grant  of  land ;  no, 
not  in  a  pension  of  fiOy  pounds  a  year ;  not  in 
the  vainest  and  most  trivial  title.    In  Franco 
the  king  is  no  more  the  fountain  of  honour  than 
he  is  the  fountain  of  justice.    All  rewards,  dl 
distinctions  are  in  other  haiwls.    Those  who 
serve  the  king  can  be  actuated  by  no  natural 
motive  but  fear ;  by  a  fear  of  every  thing  except 
their  master.     His  functions  of  internal  coer- 
cion are  as  odious,  as  those  which  he  exercises 
in  the  department  of  justice.    If  relief  is  to  be 
given  to  any  municipality,  the  assembly  gives 
it.    If  troops  are  to  be  sent  to  reduce  them  t« 
obedience   to  the  assembly,  the    king   is  to 
execute  the   order ;«  and  ijpon    every   occa- 
sion he  is  to  be  spattered  over  with  the  blood 
of  his  people.    He  has  no  negative;  yet  his 
name  and  authority  is  used  to  enforce  every 
harsh    decree.      Nay,    he   must   concur    in 
the  but«!hery  of  those  who  shall  attempt  to  free 
him   from    his    imprisonment,   or  shew    the 
■lightest  attachment  to  his  person  or  to  his 
inoient  atithority. 

Executive  magistracy  ought  to  be  constitu- 
ted in  such  a  manner,  tliat  those  who  compose 
it  should  be  disposed  to  love  and  to  venerate 
those  whom  they  are  bound  to  obey.  A  pur- 
posed neglect,  or,  what  is  worse,  a  literal  but 
perverse  and  malignant  obedience,  must  be  the 
ruin  of  the  wisest  councils.  In  Vain  will  the 
law  attempt  to  anticipate  or  to  follow  such 
studied  neglects  and  fraudulent  attentions.    To 

Vol.  I.— 35  • 


make  them  act  zealously  is  not  in  the  comp** 
tenco  of  law.    Kings,  even  such  as  are  truly 
kings,  may  and  ought  to  bear  the  freedom  of 
subjects  that  are  obnoxious  to  them.    They 
may  too,  without  derogating  from  themselveS| 
bear  even  the  authority  of  such  persons  if  h 
promotes  their  service.     Louis   the  Xllltb 
mortally  hated  the  cardinal  de  Richelieu ;  but 
his  support  of  that  minister  against  his  rivahi 
was  the  source  of  all  the  glory  of  his  reign,  and 
the  solid  foimdation  of  his  throne  itself.    Louis 
the  XlVlh,  when  come  to  the  throne,  did  not 
love  the  cardinal  Mazarin ;  but  fur  his  int^ 
rests  he  preserved  him  in  power.     When  old, 
he  detested  Louvois ;  but  for  years,  whilst  he 
faithfi^Uy  served  his  greatness,  he  endured  hif 
person.    When  George  the  II.  took  Mr.  Pitt, 
who  certainly  was  not  agrecablo  to  him,  into 
his  councils,  he  did  nothing  which  could  humblo 
a  wise  sovereign.    But  these  ministers,  who 
were  chosen  by  affairs,  not  by  affections,  acted 
in  the  name  of,  and  in  trust  for,  king ;  and  not 
as  their  avowed,  constitutional,  and  ostensiblo 
masters.    I  tfiink  it  impossible  that  any  kingy 
when  he  has  recovered  his  first  tcrrours,  can 
cordially  infose  vivacity  and  vigour  into  mctp 
sures  which  he  knows  to  be  dictated  by  those 
who  he  must  be  persuaded  are  in  the  highest 
degree  ill  affected  to  his  person.     Will  any 
ministers,  who  serve  such  a  king  (or  whatever 
he  may  be  called)  with  but  a  decent  appea- 
rance of  respect,  cordially  obey  the  orders  of 
those  whom  but  the  other  day  in  his  name 
they  had  committed  to  the  Bastile  ?  will  they 
obey  the  orders  of  those  whom,  whilst  they 
were  exercising  despotic  justice  upon  them, 
they  conceived  they  were  treating  with  lenity ; 
and  from  whom,  in  a  prison,  they  thought  they 
had  provided  an  asylum  ?    If  you  expect  such 
obedience,  among  your  other  innovations  and 
regenerations,  you  ought  to  mako  a  revolution 
in  nature,  and  provide  a  new  constitution  for 
the  human  mind.    Otherwise,  your  supreme  go- 
vernment cannot  harmonize  with  its  executory 
system.    There  are  cases  in  which  we  cannot 
take  up  with  names  and  abstractions.     Yon 
may  cail  half  a  dozen  leading  indi  v  iduals,  whom 
we  have  reason  to  fear  and  hate,  the  natioo. 
It  makes  no  other  difTercnco,  than  to  make  us 
fear  and  hate  them  the  more.    If  it  had  been 
thought  justifiable  and  expedient  to  make  sxidi 
a  revolution  by  such  means,  and  through  such 
persons,  as  you  have  made  yours,  it  would  have 
been  more  wise  to  have  completed  the  business 
of  the  fiflh  and  sixth  of  October.    The  net/ 
executive  officer  woukl  ihen  owe  his  situation 
to  those  who  are  his  creators  as  well  as  hk 
roasters;  and  he  might  bo  bound  in  intereHa  i» 
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die  ■ociety  of  crime,  ind  (if  in  crimes  thr^  tempt  ti  not  a  state  for  a  prince :  better  f8k 

eould  be  virtues)  in  gratitude  to  serve  those  rid  of  him  at  ooce. 

who  had  promoted  him  to  a  place  of  great  lucre  I  know  it  will  be  said  that  these  humoors  ii 
and  great  sensual  indulgence  ;  and  ef«omething  the  court  and  executive  government  will  ooo> 
more :  for  more  he  must  have  received  from  tinue  only  through  this  generation ;  and  thai 
those  who  certainly  would  not  have  limited  an  the  king  has  been  brought  to  declare  the  dau- 
aggrandized  creature,  as  they  have  done  a  sub-  phin  shall  be  educated  in  a  conformity  to  his 
Bitting  antagonist.  situation.  If  he  is  made  to  conform  to  his 
A  king  circumstanced  as  the  present,  if  he  situation,  he  will  have  no  education  at  all. 
ii  totally  stupified  by  his  misfortunes,  so  as  to  His  training  must  be  worse  even  than  that  of 
think  it  not  the  necessity,  but  the  premium  and  an  arbitrary  monarch.  If  he  reads — whether 
irivilegc  of  life,  to  eat  and  sleep,  without  any  be  reads  or  not,  some  good  or  evil  genius  will 
regard  to  glory,  can  never  be  fit  for  the  office,  tell  him  his  ancestors  were  kings.  Thcnce- 
If  he  feels  as  men  commonly  feel,  ho  must  be  Ibrward  his  object  must  be  to  assert  himself, 
■ensible,  that  an  office  so  circumstanced  is  one  and  to  avonge  his  parents.  This  you  will  say 
in  which  he  can  obtain  no  fame  or  reputation,  is  not  his  duty.  That  may  be ;  but  it  is  na,- 
He  has  no  generous  interest  that  can  excite  ture  ;  and  whilst  you  pique  nature  against  jrc;:, 
him  to  action.  At  best,  his  conduct  will  be  you  do  unwisely  to  trust  to  duty.  In  this  iu- 
passive  and  defensive.  To  inferiour  people  tile  scheme  of  polity,  the  state  nurses  in  its 
inch  an  office  might  be  matter  of  honour.  But  bosom,  for  the  present,  a  source  of  weakness, 
to  be  raised  to  it,  and  to  descend  to  it,  are  difle-  perplexity,  counteraction,  inefficiency,  and  de- 
reot  things,  and  suggest  different  sentiments,  cay ;  and  it  prepares  the  means  of  its  final 
Does  he  recUfy  name  the  ministers  ?  Thoy  ruin.  In  short,  I  see  nothing  in  the  executive 
will  have  a  sympathy  with  him.  Are  they  force  (I  cannot  call  it  authority)  that  has  even 
fcrced  upon  him?  The  whole  business  be-  an  appearance  of  vigour,  or  that  has  the  smai- 
tween  them  and  the  nominal  king  will  be  mii-  lest  degree  of  just  correspondence  or  symm^ry, 
tual  counteraction.  In  all  other  countries,  tlie  or  amicable  relation  with  tho  supreme  power, 
office  of  ministers  of  state  is  of  tho  highest  either  as  it  now  exists,  or  as  it  is  planned  for 
dignity.  In  Franco  it  is  full  of  peril  and  inca-  the  future  government 
pable  of  glory.  Rivals  however  thoy  will  have  You  have  settled,  by  an  oeconomy  as  per- 
In  their  nothingness,  whilst  shallow  ambition  verted  as  the  policy,  two***  establishments  of 
exists  in  the  world,  or  the  desire  of  a  miserable  government;  one  real,  one  fictitious.  Both 
■alary  is  an  incentive  to  short-sighted  avarice,  maintained  at  a  vast  expense ;  but  the  ficti- 
Those  competitors  of  the  ministers  are  ena-  tious  at,  I  think,  the  greatest.  Such  a  ma- 
bled  by  your  constituticm  to  attack  them  in  chine  as  the  latter  is  not  worth  the  grease  oi 
their  vital  parts,  whilst  they  have  not  the  means  its  wheels.  The  expense  is  exorbitant ;  and 
of  repelling  their  charges  in  any  other  than  the  neither  the  show  nor  tho  use  deserve  tho  tenth 
degrading  character  of  culprits.  The  ministers  paH  of  the  charge.  Oh !  but  I  don^  do  justice 
of  state  in  France  are  the  only  persons  in  to  the  talents  of  the  legislators:  I  don't  allow, 
that  country  who  are  incapable  of  a  share  in  as  I  ought  to  do,  for  necessity.  Their  scheme 
the  nationad  councils.  What  ministers !  What  of  executive  force  was  nol'thoir  choice.  This 
oouncils !  What  a  nation ! — But  they  are  ro-  pageant  must  be  kept.  The  people  would  not 
sponsible.  It  is  a  poor  service  that  is  to  be  consent  to  part  with  it.  Right;  I  understand 
had  from  responsibility.  Tho  elevation  of  you.  You  do,  in  spite  of  your  grand  theories^ 
ound,  to  be  derived  from  fear,  will  never  make  to  which  you  would  have  heaven  and  earth  to 
a  nation  glorious.  Responsibility  prevents  bend,  you  do  know  how  to  conform  yourselves 
crimes.  It  makes  all  attempts  against  the  to  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  things.  But 
laws  dangerous.  But  for  a  principle  of  active  when  you  were  obliged  to  conform  thus  far  to 
and  zealous  service,  none  but  idiots  could  think  circumstances,  you  ought  to  have  carried  your 
of  it.  Is  the  conduct  of  a  war  to  be  trusted  to  submission  farther,  and  to  have  made  what  you 
a  man  who  may  abhor  its  principle ;  who,  in  were  obliged  to  take,  a  proper  instrument,  and 
every  step  he  may  take  to  render  it  success-  useful  to  its  end.  That  was  in  your  power 
(ill,  confirms  the  power  of  those  by  whom  he  is  For  instance,  among  many  others,  it  wsis  io 
oppressed  ?  Will  ibreign  states  seriously  your  power  to  leave  to  your  king  the  right  of 
treat  with  him  who  has  no  prerogative  of  peace  peace  and  war.  \Vhat ;  to  leave  to  tho  exe- 
or  war;  no,  not  so  much  as  in  a  single  vote  by 

himself  or  his  ministers,  or  by  any  one  whom        ♦  j^  reality  three,  to  reckon  the  profliiria; 

he  can  possibly  mfluence  7    A  state  of  coo-  republican  esublishments^ 
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cutive  magistrate  the  most  daogerous  of  all  execute,  without  power ;  they  aretobereipon- 
prerogatives  ?  I  know  none  more  dangerous;  sible,  without  discretion  ;  they  are  to  delibe- 
nor  any  one  more  necessary  to  be  so  trusted,  rate,  without  choice.  In  their  puzzled  situa- 
I  do  not  say  that  this  prerogative  ought  to  be  tion,  under  two  sovereigns,  over  neither  of 
trusted  to  your  king,  unless  he  enjoyed  other  whom  they  have  any  influenee,  they  must  act 
auxiliary  trusts  along  with  it,  which  he  does  in  such  a  manner  as  (in  effect,  whatever  they 
not  now  hold.  But,  if  he  did  possess  themj  may  intend)  sometimes  to  betray  the  one, 
iiaxardous  as  they  are  undoubtedly,  advantages  sometimes  the  other,  and  always  to  betray 
woukl  arise  from  such  a  constitution,  more  themselves.  Such  has  been  their  situation; 
than  compensating  the  risk.  There  is  no  such  must  bo  the  situation  of  those  who  sue- 
other  way  of  keeping  the  seveiat  potentates  of  ceed  them.  I  have  much  respect,  and  many 
Europe  from  intriguing  distinctly  and  person-  good  wishes,  for  Mr.  Necker.  I  am  obliged 
ally  with  llie  members  of  your  assembly,  from  to  him  for  attentions.  I  thought  when  his  ene- 
intermcddiing  in  all  your  concerns,  and  fomeo-  mies  had  driven  him  from  Versailles,  that  his 
ting,  in  the  heart  of  your  country,  the  most  exile  was  a  subject  of  most  serious  congratu- 
pernicious  of  all  factions ;  factions  in  the  int^  lation — «eri  mulUe  urbea  et  publico  txUa  vicerunt, 
rest  and  under  the  direction  of  foreign  powers.  He  is  now  sitting  on  the  ruins  of  the  finances, 
From  that  worst  of  evils,  thank  God,  we  are  and  of  the  monarchy  of  France. 
still  free.  Your  skill,  if  you  had  any,  would  A  great  deal  more  might  be  observed  on  the 
be  well  employed  to  find  out  indirect  correo-  strange  constitution  of  the  executory  part  of 
tives  and  controuls  upon  this  perilous  trust,  the  new  government;  but  fatigue  must  give 
If  you  did  not  like  those  which  in  England  we  bounds  to  the  discussion  of  subjects,  which  ic 
have  chosen,  your  leaders  might  have  exerted  themselves  have  hardly  any  limits, 
their  abilities  in  contriving  better.  If  it  were  As  little  genius  and  talent  am  I  able  to  pe^ 
necessary  to  exemplify  the  consequences  of  ceive  in  the  plan  of  judicature  formed  by  the 
such  an  executive  government  as  yours,  in  the  national  assembly.  According  to  their  inva- 
management  of  great  affairs,  I  should  refer  you  riable  course,  the  framers  of  your  constitution 
to  the  reports  of  M.de  Montmorin  to  the  na-  have  bcgim  with  the  utter  abolition  of  the  par- 
lional  assembly,  and  all  the  other  proceedings  liaments.  These  venerable  bodies,  like  the 
relative  to  the  diflerences  between  Great  Bri-  rest  of  the  old  government,  stood  in  need  of 
lain  and  Spain.  It  would  be  treating  your  reform,  even  though  there  should  be  no  change 
understanding  with  disrespect  to  point  them  made  in  the  monarchy.  They  required  seve- 
out  to  you.  ral  more  alterations  to  adapt  them  to  the  sy^ 
I  hear  that  the  persons  who  are  called  minis-  tem  of  a  free  constitution.  But  they  had  par- 
ters  have  signified  an  intention  of  resigning  ticulars  in  their  constitution,  and  those  not 
their  places.  I  am  rather  astonished  that  they  a  few,  which  deserved  approbation  from  the 
have  not  resigned  long  since.  For  the  uni-  wise.  They  possessed  one  fundamental  ex- 
vcrse  I  would  not  have  stood  in  the  situation  cellence ;  they  were  independent.  The  most 
m  which  they  have  been  for  this  last  twelve-  doubtful  circumstance  attendant  on  their  office, 
month.  They  wished  well,  I  take  it  for  grant-  tliat  of  its  being  vendible,  contributed  however 
ed,  to  the  revolution.  Let  this  fact  be  as  it  to  this  independency  of  character.  They  held 
may,  they  could  not,  placed  as  they  were  upon  for  life.  Indeed  they  may  be  said  to  have  hekl 
an  eminence,  though  an  eminence  of  humilia-  by  inheritance.  Appointed  by  the  monarch, 
tion,  but  be  the  first  to  see  collectively,  and  to  they  were  considered  as  nearly  out  of  his 
feel  each  in  his  own  department,  the  evils  power.  The  most  determined  exerticms  of 
which  have  been  produced  by  that  revolution,  that  authority  against  them  only  shewed  their 
In  every  step  which  they  took,  or  forbore  to  radical  independence.  They  composed  peiw 
take,  they  mast  have  felt  the  degraded  situa-  manent  bodies  politic,  constituted  to  resiat 
tion  of  their  country,  and  their  utter  incapa-  arbitrary  innovation  :  and  from  that  corporate 
city  of  serving  it.  They  are  in  a  species  of  constitution,  and  from  most  of  their  forms,  they 
subordinate  servitude,  in  which  no  men  before  were  well  calculated  to  afibrd  both  certainty 
them  were  ever  soen.  Without  confidence  and  stability  to  the  laws.  They  had  been  a 
from  their  sovereign,  on  whom  they  were  safe  asylum  to  secure  these  laws,  in  all  tb« 
forced,  or  from  the  assembly  who  forced  them  revolutions  of  humour  and  opinion.  They  had 
upon  him,  all  the  noble  functions  of  their  office  saved  tiiat  sacred  deposit  of  the  country  during 
are  executed  by  committees  of  the  assembly,  the  reigns  of  arbitrary  princes,  and  the  strug. 
without  any  regard  whatsoever  to  their  per-  gles  of  arbitrary  ^actions.  They  kept  alivt 
sonal,  or  th^ir  official  authority.     They  are  to  the  memory  an^'  record  of  the  constitution. 
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They  were  the  great  security  to  private  pro-  they  were  dissolved  in  1771. — ^Those  wholiarv 

perty;  which  might  be  said  (when  personal  again  dissolved  them  would  have  done  Ilia 

liberty  had  no  existence)  to  be,  in  &ct|  as  well  same  if  they  could — but  both  inquisitions  ha 

guarded  in  France  as  in  any  other  country,  ving  fiiiled,  I  conclude,  that  gross  pecuniaiy 

Whatever  \s  supreme  in  a  state,  ought  to  have,  corruption  must  have  been  rather  rare  among 

as  much  as  possible,  its  judicial  authority  so  them. 

constituted  as  not  only  not  to  depend  upon  it,        It  would  have  been  prudent,  along  vrith  th* 

but  in  some  sort  to  balance  it.    It  ought  to  parliaments,  to  preserve  their  ancient  power 

give  a  security  to  its  justice  against  its  power,  of  registering,  and  of  remonstrating  at  leasf.. 

It  ought  to  make  its  judicature,  as  it  were,  upon  all  the  decrees  of  the  national  assembly, 

something  exteriour  to  the  state.  as  they  did  upon  those  which  passed  in  the 

These  parliaments  had  fumbhed,  not  the  time  of  the  monarchy.    It  would  be  a  means 

best  certainty,  but  some  considerable  correc*  of  squaring  the  occasional  decrees  of  a  denx^ 

tive  to  the  excesses  and  vices  of  the  monarchy,  cracy  to  some  principles  of  general  jurispru- 

Such  an  independent  judicature  was  ten  timet  dence.    The  vice  of  the  ancient  democracies^ 

more  necessary  when  a  democracy  became  and  one  cause  of  their  ruin,  was,  that  they 

the  absolute  power  of  the  country.    In  that  ruled,   as   you   do,   by   occasional   decrees, 

constitution,  elective,  temporary,  local  judges,  ptepMamala.    This  practice  soon   broke  in 

Mich  as  you  have  contrived,  exercising  their  upon  the  tenour  and  consistency  of  the  lawsi 

dependent  functions  in  a  narrow  society,  must  it  abated  the  respect  of  the  people  towanis 

be  the  worst  of  all  tribunals.     In  them  it  wiQ  them ;  and  totally  destroyed  them  in  the  end. 
be  vain  to  look  for  any  appearance  of  justice         Your  vesting  the  power  of  remonstrance, 

towards  strangers,  towards  the  obnoxious  rich,  which,  in  the  time  of  the  monarchy,  existed 

towards  the  minority  of  routed  parties,  towards  in  the  parliament  of  Paris,  in  your  principal 

all  those  who  in  the  election  have  supported  executive  officer,  whom,  in  spite  of  commoa 

unsuccessful  candidates.    It  will  be  impossible  sense,  you  persevere  in  calling  king,  is  the 

to  keep  the  new  tribunals  clear  of  the  worst  height  of  absurdity.   You  ought  never  to  sufier 

spirit  of  faction.    All  contrivances  by  ballot,  remonstrance  from  him  who  is  to  execute^ 

we  know  experimentally  to  be  vain  and  chil-  This  is  to  understand  neither  council  nor  exe> 

dish  to  prevent  a  discovery  of  inclinations,  cution ;  neither  authority  nor  obedience.    The 

Where  they  may  the  best  answer  the  pur-  person  whom  you  call  king,  ought  not  to  have 

poses  of  concealment,  they  answer  to  produce  this  power,  or  he  ought  to  have  more, 
suspicion,  and  this  is  a  still  more  misdiievous        Your  present  arrangement  is  strictly  jiidi 

cause  of  partiality.  cial.    Instead  of  imitating  your  monarchy. 

If  the  parliaments  had  been  preserved,  in-  and  seating  your  judges  on  a  bench  of  inde- 

stead  of  being  dissolved  at  so  ruinous  a  change  pendence,  your  object  is  to  reduce  them  to  the 

to  the  nation,  they  might  have  served  in  this  most  blind  obedience.    As  you  have  changec 

new  commonwealUi,  perhaps  not  precisely  the  all  things,  you  have  invented  new  princij^et 

same  (I  do  not  mean  an  exact  parallel)  but  of  order.    You  first  appoint  judges,  who,  I 

near  the  same  purposes  as  the   court  and  suppose,  are  to  determine  according  to  law, 

senate  of  Areopagus  did  in  Athens;  that  is,  and  then  you  let  them  know,  that,  at  §omt> 

as  one  of  the  balances  and  correctives  to  the  time  or  other,  you  intend  to  give  them  some 

evils  of  a  light  and  unjust  democracy.    Every  law  by  which  they  are  to  determine.    An) 

one  knows  that  this  tribunal  was  the  great  studies  which  they  have  made  (if  any  they 

stay  of  that  state ;  every  one  knows  with  what  have  made)  are  to  be  useless  to  them.    But  tc 

care  it  was  upheld,  and  with  what  a  religious  supply  these  studies,  they  are  to  be  sworn  tc 

awe   it  was  consecrated.    The  parliaments  obey  all  the  rules,  orders,  and  instructions, 

were  not  wholly  free  from  faction,  I  admit;  which  from  time  to  time  they  are  to  receive 

but  Uiis  evil  was  exteriour  and  accidental,  and  fix>m  the  national  assembly.     These  if  the} 

not  so  much  the  vice  of  their  constitution  submit  to,  they  leave  no  ground  of  law  to  the 

itself,  OS  it  must  be  in  your  new  ccmtrivance  subject.     They  beccHne  complete  and  moff 

of  sexennial  elective  judicatories.     Several  dangerous  mstruments   in  the  hands  of  the 

English  commend  the  sd>olition  of  the  old  tri-  governing  power,  which,  in  the  midst  of  i 

bunols,  as   supposing  that   they  determined  cause,  or  on  the  prospect  of  it,  may  whoD; 

every  thing  by  bribery  and  corruption.    But  change  the  rule  of  decision.    If  these  orden 

they  have  stood  the  test  of  monarchic  tod  of  the  national  assembly  come  to  be  contraiy 

republican  scrutiny.     The  court  was  well  dis-  to  the  wiU  of  the  people,  who  locally  dwose 

oosed  to  prove  corruption  on  those  bodies  when  those  judges,  such  confusion  must  happen  a* 
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M  terrible  to  think  of.    For  the  judges  owe  ^rations.     However,  to  be  subject  to  the 

iheir  place  to  the  local  author!^ ;  and  the  pleasure  of  that  assembly,  is  not  to  be  suu- 

&nnmands  they  are  sworn  to  obey  come  from  ject  to  law,  either  for  protection  or  (or  coi^ 

(hose  who  have  no  share  in  their  appointment  straint. 

In  the  mean  time  tlicy  have  the  example  of  This  establishment  of  judges  as  yet  wants 

tlie  court  of  ChateUt  to  encourage  and  guide  eomc^thing  to  its  completion.     It  is  to  be 

them  in  the  exercise  of  their  functions.     That  crowned  by  a  new  tribunal.    This  b  to  be  a 

court  is  to  try  criminals  sent  to  it  by  the  na-  grand  state  judicature ;  and  it  is  to  judge  of 

tional  assembly,  or  brought  before  it  by  other  crimes  committed  against  the  nation,  that  is, 

OOLrses  of  delation.     They  sit  under  a  guard,  against  the  power  of  the  assembly.    It  seems 

to  save  their  own  lives.    They  know  not  by  as  if  they  had  something  in  their  view  of  the 

what  law  they  judge,  nor  under  what  authority  nature  of  the  high  court  of  justice  erected  in 

they  act,  nor  by  what  tenure  they  hold.    It  is  England  during  tlie  time  of  the  great  usur> 

thought  that  they  are  sometimes  obliged  to  pation.     As  they  have  not  yet  finished  tliis 

condemn  at  peril  of  their  lives.    This  is  not  part  of  tlie  scheme,  it  is  impossible  to  form  a 

perhaps  certain,  nor  can  it  be  ascertained;  but  direct  judgment  upon  it.    However,  if  great 

when  they  acquit,  we  know  they  have  seen  the  care  is  not  taken  to  form  it  in  a  spirit  very 

persons  whom  they  discharge,  with  perfect  im-  different  from  that  which  has  guided  them  in 

punity  to  the  actors,  hanged  at  the  door  of  their  proceedings  relative  to  state  offences, 

their  court.  this  tribunal,  subservient  to  their  inquisition. 

The  assembly  indeed  promises  that  they  the  oommiUce  of  naeanJi,  will  extinguiiih  the 

will  form  a  body  of  law,  which  shall  bo  short,  last  sparks  of  liberty  in  France,  and  settle 

simple,  clear,  and  so  forth.    That  is,  by  their  the  most  dreadful  and  arbitrary  tyranny  ever 

short  laws,  they  will  leave  much  to  the  discre-  known  in  any  nation.    If  they  wish  to  give  to 

tion  of  the  judge ;  whilst  they  have  exploded  thb  tribunal  any  appearance  of  liberty  and 

tlie  authority  of  all  the  learning  which  could  justice,  they  must  not  evoke  from,  or  send  to 

make  judicial  discretion  (a  thing  perilous  at  it,  the  causes  relative  to  their  own  members, 

best)  deserving  the  appellation  of  a  sound  dis-  at  their  pleasure.    They  must  also  remove 

cretion.  the  seat  of  that  tribunal  out  (^  the  republic  of 

It  is  curious  to  observe,  that  the  adminis-  Paris.'*' 

trativo  bodies  are  carefully  exempted  from  the  Has  more  wisdom  been  displayed  in  the 

jurisdiction  of  these  new  tribunals.    That  is,  constitution  of  your  army  than  what  is  disco- 

thoso  persons  are  exempted  from  the  power  of  verable  in  your  plan  of  judicature  ?    The  able 

the  laws,  who  ought  to  be  the  most  entirely  arrangement  of  this  part  is  the  more  difficult, 

submitted  to  tnem.    Those  who  execute  public  and  requires  the  greater  skill  and  attention, 

pecuniary  trusts,  ought  of  all  men  to  be  the  not  only  as  a  great  concern  in  itself,  but  as  it 

most  strictly  held  to  their  duty.    One  would  is  the  third  cementing  principle  in  the  new 

have  thought  that  it  must  have  been  among  body  of  republics,  which  you  call  the  French 

your  earliest  cares,  if  you  did  not  mean  that  nation.    Truly  it  is  not  easy  to  divine  what 

those  administrative  bodies   should  bo  real  that  army  may  become  at  last.     You  have 

sovereign  independent  states,  to  form  an  awful  voted  a  very  large  one,  aiul  on  go.xi  appoint- 

tribunal,  like  your  late  parliaments,  or  like  ments,  at  least  fully  equal  to  your  apparent 

our  king's-bench,  where  all  corporate  officers  means  of  payment.    But  what  is  the  principle 

might  obtain  protection  in  the  legal  exercise  of  of  its  discipline  ?   er  whom  is  it  to  obey  ? 

their  functions,  and  would  find  coercion  if  they  You  have  got  the  wolf  by  ^e  ears,  and  I 

trespassed  against  their  legal  duty.    But  the  wish  you  joy  of  the  happy  position  in  which 

cause  of  the  exemption  is  plain.    These  ad-  you  have  chosen  to  place  yourselves,  and  in 

ministrativo  bodies  are  the  great  instruments  which  you  are  well  circumstanced  for  a  free 

of  the  present  leaders  in  their  progress  through  deliberatiou,  relatively  to  that  army,  or  to  any 

democracy  to  oligarchy.    They  must  therefore  thing  else. 

be  put  above  the  law.    It  will  be  said,  that  the  The  minister  and  secretary  of  state  for  the 

legal  tribunals  which  you  have  made  are  unfit  war  department  is  M.  de  la  Tour  du  Piiv 

to  coerce  Jiem.   They  are  imdoubtedly.   They  This  gentleman,  like  his  colleagues  in  admi- 

sre  unfit  for  any  rational  purpose.    It  will  be  nistration,  is  a  roost  zealous  asserter  of  the 
said  too,  that  the  administrativo  bodies  will  be 

accountable  to  the  general  assembly.    This  I  *  r-     <■  .-u       i...t^..i».- ..««..  .w-  ...k:.*»  «r 

-      •    .  n  •          '.L    -^        u         'J      »•        f  ♦  For  further  elacldations  upon  the  subject  of 

fear  is  talking,  without  much  consideration,  of  ^11  these  judicatures,  and  of  the  committee  ol 

tit  nature  of  that  assembly,  or  of  these  cor-  research,  sec  M.  de  Calonre^s  work. 
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rsToIution,  and  a  sanguine  admirer  of  the  new  carious  life  in  the  bosom  of  disgost  uod  bumi- 

constitution,  wiiich  originated  in  that  event,  liation.    To  fill  up  the  measure  ot  aO  these 

His  statement  of  (acts,  relative  to  the  military  borrmirs,  the  commandants  of  places  have  had 

of  France,  is  important,  not  only  from  his  their  throats  cut,  under  the  eyeM^  aiid  almost  io 

official  and  personal  authority,  but  because  it  the  arms  of  their  own  soldiers, 

displays  very  clearly  the  actual  condition  of  "  These  evils  are  great ;  but  they  are  sot 

the  army  in  France,  and  because  it  throws  the  worst  consequences  which  may  be  pro* 

*{^t  on  the  principles  upon  which  the  as-  duced  by  such  military  insturrections.    Soooer 

«^imbly  proceeds,  in  the  administration  of  this  or  later  they  may  menace  the  nation  itaelC 

critical  object.     It  may  enable   us  to  form  The  nature  of  Vanga  requires  that  the  army 

■ome  judgment,  how  far  it  may  be  expedient  should  never  act  but  as  cm  inatntment.    The 

in  this  country  to  imitate  the  martial  policy  of  moment  that,  erecting  itself  into  a  deliberate 

France.  body,  it  shall  act  according  to  its  own  resolu- 

M.  de  la  Tour  du  Pin,  on  the  fourth  of  last  tions,  the  govemmenij  be  ii  uAat  it  may,  inS 

June,  comes  to  give  an  account  of  the  state  immediateUf  degenerate  into  a  mUtery  demth 

of  his  department,  as  it  exists  under  the  aus-  craty ;  a  species  of  political  monster,  which 

pices  of  the  national  assembly.     No  man  has  always  ended  by  devouring  those  who 

knows  it  so  well ;  no  man  can  express   it  have  produced  it. 

better.  Addressing  himself  to  the  national  "  After  all  this,  who  must  not  be  alarmed  at 
assemblv,  he  says,  '^  His  majesty  has  thi$  day  the  irregular  consultations,  and  turbulent  coiih 
sent  me  to  apprise  you  of  the  multiplied  di»-  miltecs,  formed  in  some  regiments  by  the 
orders  of  which  every  day  he  receives  the  common  soldiers  and  non-commissioned  affi> 
most  distressing  intelligence.  The  army  (le  cers,  without  the  knowledge,  or  even  in  con- 
corps  militaire)  threatens  to  fall  into  the  most  tempt  of  the  authority  6C  their  superiours; 
turbulent  anarchy.  Entire  regiments  have  although  the  presence  and  concurrence  of  those 
dared  to  violate  at  once  the  respect  due  to  the  superiours,  could  give  no  authority  to  sudi 
laws,  to  Uie  king,  to  the  order  established  by  monstrous  democratic  assemblies,  [cornices.]" 
your  decrees,  and  to  the  oaths  which  they  have  It  is  not  necessary  to  add  much  to  this 
taken  with  the  most  awful  solemnity.  Com-  finished  picture :  finished  as  far  as  its  canvass 
pelled  by  my  duty  to  give  you  information  of  admits;  but,  as  I  apprehend,  not  taking  in  the 
these  excesses,  my  heart  bleeds  when  I  coo-  whole  of  the  nature  and  complexity  of  the  dis- 
sider  who  they  are  that  have  committed  them,  orders  of  this  ptilitary  democracy,  which,  the 
Those,  against  whom  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  minister  at  war  truly  and  wisely  observes, 
withhold  the  most  grievous  complaints,  are  a  wherever  it  exists,  must  be  the  true  coostitu* 
part  of  that  very  soldiery  which  to  this  day  lion  of  tho  slate,  by  whatever  fisrmal  appeQ» 
have  been  so  full  of  honour  and  loyalty,  and  tion  it  may  pass.  For,  though  he  inferins  the 
with  whom,  for  fiAy  years,  I  have  lived  the  assembly  that  the  more  considerable  part  of 
comrade  and  the  friend.  the  army  have  not  cast  ofT  their  obedience. 

"  What  incomprehensible  spirit  of  delirium  but  are  still  attadicd  to  their  duty,  yet  thoee 

and  delusion  has  all  at  once  led  them  astray  ?  travellers  who  have  seen  the  corps  whose  om- 

Whilst  you  are  indefatigable  in  establishing  duct  is  the  best,  rather  observe  in  them  the 

uniformity  in  the  empire,  and  nK>ulding  the  absence  of  mutiny  than  the  existence  of  dis- 

whole  into  one  coherent  and  consistent  body ;  cipline. 

whilst  the  French  are  taught  by  you,  at  once  I  cannot  help  pausmg  here  for  a  moment,  to 

the  respect  which  the  laws  owe  to  the  rights  reflect  upon  the  expressions  of  surprise  which 

of  man,  and  that  which  the  citizens  owe  to  this  nunister  has  letfall,  relative  to  Uie  excesses 

the  laws,  the  adminbtration  of  the  army  pre-  he  relates.   To  him  the  departure  of  the  troops 

sents  nothing  but  disturbance  and  confusion,  from  their  ancient  principles  of  loyalty  and 

I  see  in  more  than  one  corps  the  bonds  of  dis-  honour  seems  quite  inomceirable.      Surely 

cipline  relaxed  or  broken ;  the  most  unheard-  those  to  whom  he  addresses  himself  know  ti» 

of  pretensions  avowed  directly  and  without  causes  of  it  but  too  well.    They  know  the  doo 

any  disguise  ;  tho  ordinances  without  force ;  trines  which  they  have  preached,  the  degrees 

the  chid&  without  authority ;  the  military  chest  which  they  have  passed,  the  practices  whidi 

and  the  colours  carried  off;  the  authority  of  they  have  countenanced.    The   soldiers  re- 

the  king  himself  \rinan  teneatia]  proudly  de-  member  the  6th  of  October.    They  recoUeet 

fied;  the  officers  despised,  degraded,  Uirea-  the  French  guards.    They  have  not  ibrgot  tht 

tened,  driven  away,  and  some  of  them^risooers  taking  of  the  king*s  castles  in  Paris,  and  at 

IB  the  mklst  of  their  corps,  dragging  on  a  pre-  Marseilles.     That  the   goremouc*  in   bolk 
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placeg  wer«  murdertd  with  impunity,  is  a  (act  ciency,  and  they  multiply  oaths  in  prc^xxtioo 
that  bat  not  passed  out  of  their  minds.  They  as  they  weaken,  in  the  minds  of  men,  th« 
do  not  abandon  the  principles  laid  down  so  sanctions  of  religion.  I  hope  that  bandy 
ostentatiously  and  laboriously  of  the  equality  abridgments  of  the  excellent  sermons  of  Vol- 
of  men.  They  cannot  shut  their  eyes  to  tho  taire,  d'Alembert,  Diderot,  and  Helvetiua,  on 
degradation  of  the  whole  noblesse  of  France ;  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul,  on  a  particular 
and  \h*i  suppression  of  the  veiy  idea  of  a  gen-  mperintending  Providence,  and  on  a  Future 
tlemon.  The  total  abolition  of  titles  and  dis-  State  of  Rewards  and  Punishments,  are  sent 
tinctions  is  not  lost  upon  them.  But  M.  du  down  to  the  soldiers  alon^  witii  their  civic 
Pin  is  astonished  at  their  disloyalty,  when  the  oaths.  Of  this  I  have  no  doubt ;  as  I  under- 
ioctors  of  the  assembly  have  taught  them  at  stand  that  a  certain  description  of  reading 
tho  same  time  the  respect  due  to  laws.  It  is  makes  no  inconsiderable  part  of  their  military 
easy  to  judge  which  of  the  two  sorts  of  les-  exercises,  and  that  they  are  full  as  well  sup- 
sons  men  with  arms  in  their  hands  are  likely  plied  with  the  ammunition  of  pamphlets  as 
to  learn.    As  to  the  authority  of  the  king,  we  of  cartridges. 

may  collect  from  the  minister  himself  (if  any  To  prevent  tho  miscliiefs  arising  from  con- 
argument  on  that  head  were  not  quite  super-  spiracics,  irregular  consultations,  seditious 
fluous)  that  it  is  not  of^ore  consideration  committees,  and  monstrous  democratic  assem- 
with  these  troops,  than  it  is  with  every  body  blies  ['comitia,  cornices^]  of  the  soldiers,  and 
else.  "  The  king,"  says  he,  "  has  over  and  all  the  disorders  arising  from  idleness,  luxury, 
over  again  repeated  his  orders  to  put  a  stop  dissipation,  and  insubordination,  I  believe  the 
'3  these  excesses :  but,  in  so  terrible  a  crisis,  most  astonishing  means  have  been  used  that 
yow  [the  assembly's]  concurrence  is  become  ever  occurred  to  men,  even  in  all  the  inven- 
indispensably  necessary  to  prevent  the  evils  tions  of  this  prolific  age.  It  is  no  loss  than 
which  menace  tlie  state.  You  unite  to  the  this : — The  king  has  promulgated  in  circular 
force  of  the  legislative  power,  that  of  opinion  letters  to  all  the  regiments  his  direct  authority 
still  more  important."  To  be  sure  the  army  and  encouragement,  that  the  several  corps 
can  have  no  opinion  of  the  power  or  authority  should  join  themselves  with  the  clubs  and 
of  the  king.  Perhaps  the  soldier  has  by  this  confederations  in  the  several  municipalities, 
time  learned,  that  the  a^ssembly  itself  docs  not  and  mix  with  them  in  their  feasts  and  civic 
enjoy  a  much  greater  degree  of  liberty  than  entertainments  !  This  jolly  discipline,  it 
that  royal  figure.  .  seems,  is  to  soften  the  ferocity  of  their  minds ; 
It  is  now  to  be  seen  what  has  been  proposed  to  reconcile  them  to  their  bottle  companions 
in  this  exigency,  one  of  the  greatest  that  can  of  other  descriptions  ;  and  to  merge  particular 
happen  in  a  state.  The  minister  requests  tho  conspiracies  in  more  general  associations.* 
assembly  to  array  itself  in  all  its  terrours,  and  That  this  remedy  would  be  pleasing  to  tho 
to  call  forth  all  its  majesty.  He  desires  that  soldiers,  as  they  are  described  by  M.  de  la 
the  grave  and  severe  principles  announced  by  Tour  du  Pin,  I  can  readily  believe ;  and  that, 
them  may  give  vigour  to  the  king's  proclama-  however  mutinous  otherwise,  they  will  duti- 
tion.  After  this  we  should  have  looked  for  fully  submit  themselves  to  thue  royal  procla- 
courts  civil  and  martial ;  breaking  of  some  mations.  But  I  should  question  whether  all 
corps,  decimating  others,  and  all  the  terrible  this  civic  swearing,  clubbing,  and  feasting, 
means  which  necessity  has  employed  in  such  would  dispose  them  more  than  at  present  they 
cases  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  most  terri-  are  disposed,  to  an  obedience  to  their  officers; 
ble  of  all  evils ;  particularly,  one  mi^t  expect,  or  teach  them  better  to  submit  to  the  austere 
that  a  serious  inquiry  would  be  made  into  the  rules  of  military  discipline.  It  will  make 
murder  of  commandants  in  the  riew  of  their  them  admirable  citizens  after  the  French 
■oMiers.  Not  one  word  of  all  this,  or  of  any  mode,  but  not  quite  so  good  soldiers  after  any 
thing  like  it.    Afler  they  had  been  told  that 

tho  sc^diery  trampled  upon  the  decrees  of  the        ♦  Comme  sa  majeste  y  a  reconnc,  non  une 

ftsaen^y  promulgated  by  the  king,  the  assem-  systeme  d' associations  particuiieres,  mala  un« 

bly  pass  new  decrees ;  and  they  authorize  the  J«»pJon  **«  volumes  de  tous  les  Francois  pour 

.  /  '^ .         .  1       *•  A  A^  .u  1»  liberie  »t  la  prosperite  communes,  ainsi  pour 

king  to  make  new  proclamations.     Af\er  the  ,^  malnilen  de  lH)rdre  publlque ;  il  a  pense  qu'll 

secretary  at  war  had  stated  that  the  regiments  convenoit  que  chaque  regiment  prit  part  a  ces 

had  paid  no  regard  to  oaths  priti*  mtec  laplut  fete"  civlques  pour  multiplier  lea  rapports,  ei 

in^mmu   aoUmmU—they    propow^what?  f'^'T*^  ***  *^"\^V""i°"fr^  *l' *i:5SJS5  1 

M*  L        mL  J  J  lo«  troupes. — Lest  I  should  noi  be  credited,  I 

More  oaths.    They  renew  decrees  and  pro-  i^aen  the  words,  authorizing  the  troops  to  fba^c 

damations  as  they  experience  their  insuffi-  with  the  popular  confederacies. 
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mode.    A  doubt  might  woll  ar'iM,  whether  the  grees  in  the  etate ;  and  have  a  certain  inwaii 

converiations  at  these  good  tables  would  fit  fanatical  assurance  and  illuminatioo  upon  aiB 

them  ai  great  deal  the  better  for  the  character  subjects ;  upon  the  credit  of  which  uoe  of  their 

of  mere  inatrumenUj  which  this  veteran  officer  doctors  has  thought  fit,  with  great  applause, 

and  statesman  justly  observes  the  nature  of  and  greater  success,  to  caution  the  assemU^ 

things  always  requires  an  army  to  be.  not  to  attend  to  old  men,  or  to  any  persons  who 

Cooceming  the  likelihood  of  this  improve-  valued  themselves  upon  their  experience.    I 

ment  in  discipline,  by  the  (ree  conversation  of  suppose  all  the  ministers  of  state  must  qualify, 

the  soldiers  with  the  municipal  festive  socio-  and  take  this  test;  wholly  abjuring  the  errouis 

ties,  which  is  thus  officially  encouraged  by  and  heresies  of  experience  and  observation, 

royal  authority  and  sanction,  we  may  judge  by  Every  man  has  his  own  relish.     But  I  think 

the  state  of  the  municipalities  tlicmselves,  fur-  if  I  could  not  attain  to  the  wisdom,  I  would  at 

nished  to  us  by  the  war  minister  in  this  veiy  least  preserve  something  of  the  stiff  and  pe» 

speech.    He  conceives  good  hopes  of  the  suo  remplory  dignity  of  age.     These  gentlemen 

cess  of  his  endeavours  towards  restoring  order  deal  in  regeneration;  but  at  any  price  I  should 

for  the  present  from  the  good  disposition  of  cei>  hardly  yield  my  rigid  fibres  to  be  regenerated 

tain  regiments ;  but  he  finds  something  cloudy  by  them ;  nor  begin,  in  my  grand  climacteric, 

with  regxu^  to  the  future.     As  to  preventing  to  squall  in  their  nam  accents,  or  to  stammer, 

the  return  of  confusion,  "  for  this,  the  adminis-  in  my  second  cradle,  the  elemental  sounds  of 

tration  (says  he)  cannot  be  answerable  to  you,  their  barbarous  metaphysics."^      Si  itd  mild 

as  long  as  they  see  the  municipalities  arro^e  largiantur  vt  repueriacam,  et  in  eorum  cwne 

to  themselves  an  autliority  over  the  troops,  vo^tom,  valde  reaueml 

which  your  institutions  have  reserved  wholly  The  imbecility  of  any  part  of  the  puerile 

to  the  monarch.     You  have  fixed  the  limits  of  and  pedandic  system,  which  they  call  a  con- 

the  military  authority  and  the  municipal  autho-  stitution,  cannot  be  laid  open  without  discove- 

rity.    You  have  bounded  the  action,  which  ring  the  utter  insufficiency  and  mischief  of 

you  have  permitted  to  the  latter  over  the  for-  every  other  part  with  which  it  comes  in  con- 

rocr,  to  the  right  of  requisition ;  but  never  did  tact,  or  that  bears  any  the  remotest  rohitioo  to 

the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  your  decrees  autho-  it.    You  cannot  propose  a  remedy  for  the  in- 

rize  the  commons  in  these  municipalities  to  competence  of  the  crown,  without  displaying 

break  the  officers,  to  try  them,  to  give  orders  the  debility  of  the  assembly.    You  cannot  deti- 

to  the  soldiers,  to  drive  them  firom  the  posts  berate  on  the  confusion  of  the  army  of  the  state, 

committed  to  their  guard,  to  stop  them  in  their  without  disclosing  the  worse  disorders  of  the 

marclies  ordered  by  the  king,  or,  in  a  word,  to  armed  municipalities.    The  military  lays  open 

enslave  the  troops  to  the  caprice  of  each  of  the  the  civil,  and  the  civil  betrays  the  military 

cities  or  even  market  towns  through  which  tliey  anarchy.  I  wish  every  body  carefully  to  peruse 

are  to  pass."  the  eloquent  speech  (such  it  is)  of  Mons.  de 

Such  is  the  character  and  disposition  of  the  la  Tour  du  Pin.    He  attributes  the  salvation 

municipal  society  which  is  to  reclaim  the  sol-  of  the  municipalities  to  the  good  behaviour  of 

•  diery,  to  bring  them  back  to  the  true  principles  some  of  the  troops.    These  troops  are  to  pre- 

of  military  subordination,  and  to  render  them  serve  the  well-disposed  part  of  the  municipali- 

machines  in  the  hands  of  the  supreme  power  ties,  which  is  confessed  to  be  the  weakest,  from 

of  the  country !  Such  are  the  distempers  of  the  the  pillage  of  the  worse  disposed,  which  is  the 

French  troops !   Such  is  their  cure !    As  the  strongest.     But  the  municipalities  affect  a 

army  is^  so  is  the  navy.    The  municipalities  sovereignty,  and  will  command  those  troops 

supersede  the  orders  of  the  assembly,  and  the  which  are  necessary  for  their  protection.    Iik- 

searoen  in  their  turn  supersede  the  orders  of  deed  they  must  command  them  or  court  them, 

the  municipalities.    From  my  heart  I  pity  tlie  The  municipalities,  by  the  necessity  of  their 

condition  of  a  respectable  servant  of  the  public,  situation,  and  by  the  republican  powers  they 

like  this  war  minister,  obliged  in  his  old  age  to  have  obtained,  must,  with  relation  lo  the  mili- 

pledge  the  assembly  in  their  civic  cups,  and  to  tary,  be  the  masters,  or  the  servants,  or  the 

enter  with  a  hoary  head  into  all  the  fantastic  codederates,  or  each  successively ;  or  they 

vagaries  of  these  juvenile  politicians.    Such  must  make  a  jumble  of  all  together,  according 

schemes  are  not  like  propositions  coming  from  to  circumstances.    What  government  is  thert 

a  man  of  fifty  years  wear  and  tear  among  to  coerce  the  army  but  the  municipality,  or  tht 
mankind.    They  seem  rather  such  as  ought 

to  be  expected  fi^)m  those  grand  compounders  *   The  war-minister  has  since  quitted  ins 

in  politics,  who  shorten  the  road  to  their  de-  school  and  resigned  his  ofiico. 
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■kkuoicipality  but  tlie  army  ?  To  preserve  con-  nitely,  in  reality  appoint.     The  officers  must 

cord  where  authority  is  extinguished,  at  the  therefore  look  to  their  intrigues  in  the  aascm- 

hazard  of  all  consequences,  the  assembly  at-  bly,   as  the  sole  certain  road  to  promotion. 

Ien;;«t8  to  cure  the  distempers  by  the  distem-  Still,  however,  by  your  new  constitution  they 

p«rs  themselves  ;  and  they  hope  to  preserve  must  begin  their  solicitation  at  court, 

theswclvcs  from  a  purely  military  democracyi  This  double  negotiation  for  military  rank 

by  giving  it  a  debauched  interest  in  the  muni-  seems  to  me  a  contrivance  as  well  adapted,'  as 

cipaL  if  it  wore  studied  for  no  other  end,  to  promote 

If  the  soldiers  once  come  to  mix  for  any  time  faction  in  the  assembly  itself,  relative  to  this 
in  the  municipal  clubs,  cabals  and  confede-  vast  military  patronage ;  and  then  to  poison 
ncies,  an  clucrWe  attraction  will  draw  them  to  the  corps  of  officers  with  factions  of  a  nature 
the  lowest  and  most  desperate  part.  With  still  more  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  goven^ 
them  will  be  their  habits,  affections,  and  sym-  ment,  upon  any  bottom  on  which  it  can  Le 
pathies.  The  military  conspiracies,  which  are  placed,  and  destructive  in  the  end  to  the  effi- 
ti  bo  remedied  by  civic  confederacies;  the  cacy  of  the  army  itself.  Those  officers,  who 
rebellious  municipalities,  which  are  to  be  ren-  lose  the  promotions  intended  for  tliem  by  tho 
dered  obedient  by  furnishing  them  with  the  crown,  must  become  of  a  faction  opposite  to 
means  of  seducing  the  very  armies  of  the  tliat  of  the  assembly  which  has  rejected  their 
state  that  are  to  keep  them  in  order ;  all  these  claims,  and  must  nourish  discontents  in  the 
chimeras  of  a  monstrous  and  portentous  policy,  heart  of  the  army  against  the  ruling  powers, 
must  aggravate  tlie  confusion  fj^m  which  they  Those  officers,  on  the  other  hand,  who,  by  car- 
have  arisen.  There  must  bo  blood.  The  rying  their  point  through  an  interest  in  the 
want  of  common  judgment  manifested  in  the  assembly,  feel  themselves  to  be  at  best  only 
construction  of  all  their  descriptions  of  forces,  second  in  the  good-will  of  the  crown,  though 
and  in  all  their  kinds  of  civil  and  judicial  autho-  first  in  that  of  the  assembly,  must  slight  an 
rities,  will  make  it  flow.  Disorders  may  be  authority  which  would  not  advance  and  coukl 
quieted  in  one  time  and  in  one  part.  They  not  retard  their  promotion.  If  to  avoid  these 
will  break  out  in  others ;  because  the  evil  is  evils  you  will  have  no  other  rule  for  command 
radical  and  intrinsic.  All  these  schemes  of  or  promotion  than  seniority,  you  will  have  an 
mixing  mutinous  soldiers  with  seditious  citi-  army  of  formality ;  at  the  same  time  it  will 
zens,  must  weaken  still  more  and  more  the  become  more  independent,  and  more  of  a  mili- 
military  connection  of  soldiers  with  their  offi-  tary  republic  Not  they,  but  the  king  is  ihe 
ccrs,  as  well  as  add  military  and  mutinous  machine.  A  king  is  not  to  be  deposed  by 
audacity  to  turbulent  artificers  and  pcasantj.  halves.  If  he  is  not  every  thing  in  tlie  com- 
To  secure  a  real  army,  the  officer  should  be  mand  of  an  army*,  he  is  nothing.  What  is  the 
first  and  last  in  the  eye  of  the  soldier;  first  ^ect  of  a  power  placed  nominally  at  the  head 
and  lost  in  his  attention,  observance  and  of  tho  army,  who  to  that  army  is  no  object  of 
osf^em.  Officers  it  sooms  there  are  to  be,  gratitude,  or  or  fear  ?  Such  a  cypher  is  not  fit 
whose  chief  qualification  must  be  temper  and  for  the  administration  of  an  object,  of  all  things 
patience.  They  are  to  manage  their  troops  the  most  delicate,  the  supreme  command  of 
by  electioneering  arts.  They  must  bear  them-  military  men.  They  must  be  constrained 
selves  as  candidates  not  as  commanders.  But  (and  tlieir  inclinations  lead  them  to  what  their 
as  by  such  means  power  may  be  occasionally  necessities  require)  by  a  real,  vigorous,  efTeO' 
in  their  hands,  the  authority  by  which  they  are  tive,  decided,  personal  authority.  The  autho 
to  be  nominated  becomes  of  high  importance,  rity  of  the  assembly  itself  suffers  by  passing 

What  you  may  do  finally  does  not  appear;  through  such  a  debilitating  channel  as  they 

nor  is  it  of  much  moment,  whilst  tho  strange  have  chosen.    The  army  will  not  long  look  to 

and  contradictory  relation  between  your  army  an  assembly  acting  through  the  organ  of  false 

and  all  the  parts  of  your  republic,  as  well  as  show,  and  palpable  imposition.    They  will  not 

the  puzzled  relation  of  those  parts  to  each  seriously  yield  obedience  to  a  prisoner.    They 

other  and  to  the  whole,  remain  as  they  are.  will  either  despise  a  pageant,  or  they  will  pity 

You  seem  to  have  given  the  provisional  nomi-  a  captive  king.    This  relation  of  your  army 

nation  of  the  offi<.ers,  in  the  first  instance,  to  to  the  crown  wiU,  if  I  am  not  greatly  mis- 

Ihe  king,  with  a  reserve  of  approbation  by  the  taken,  become  a  serious  dilemma  in  your 

national  assembly.    Men  who  have  an  interest  pditics. 

to  pursue  are  extremely  sagacious  in  diacove-  It  is  beside  to  be  considered,  whether  an 

Ting  the  true  seat  of  power.    They  must  soon  assembly  like  yours,  even  supposing  that  it  was 

Mvceivo  that  those  who  can  negative  indefi-  in  possession  of  another  sort  of  organ  throogii 
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vvhiclt  Its  orders  were  to  pass,  is  fit  for  promo*  of  the  king ;  a  negatire  as  ef&ctual  at  leut  m 

ling  tie  obedience  and  discipline  of  an  arnij.  the  other  c^  the  assembly.    The  scldiers  kaoir 

[i  is  known,  that  armies  have  hitherto  yielded  already  that  it  has  been  a  questioc,  not  iK  r»> 

a  very  precarious  and  uncertain  obedience  to  ceived  in  the  nstiooal  assembly,  wiietiier  ihey 

any  senate,  or  p^jpular  authority ;  and  they  will  ought  not  to  ha  /e  the  direct  choice  of  their 

least  of  all  yield  it  to  an  assembly  which  is  to  officers,  or  some  proportion  of  them?   When 

only  have  a  oontiniance  of  two  years.  The  offi-  such  matters  are  in  deliberation  it  is  no  extra- 

ccrs  must  totally  lose  the  characteristic  dispo-  vagant  supposition  that  they  will  incline  to  the 

sition  of  military  men,  if  they  see  with  perfect  opinion  most  favourable  to  their  pretensions, 

submission  and  due  admiration,  the  dominion  They  will  not  bear  to  be  deemed  the  army  of  an 

of  pleaders ;  especially  when  they  find,  that  imprisoned  king,  whilst  another  array  in  the 

they  have  a  new  court  to  pay  to  an  endless  same  country,  with  whom  too  they  are  tofensl 

succession  of  those  pleaders ;  whose  military  and  confederate,  is  to  be  considered  as  the 

policy,  and  the  genius  of  whose  command  (if  free  army  of  a  free  constitution.     They  will 

they  shoukl  have  any)  must  be  as  uncertain  cast  their  eyes  on  the  other  and  more  perma- 

as  their  duration  is  transient.    In  the  weakness  nent  army ;  I  mean  the  municipal.    That  corps, 

of  one  kind  of  authority,  and  in  the  fluctuation  they  well  know,  docs  actually  elect  its  own  oiSS- 

of  all,  the  officers  of  an  army  will  remain  for  cers.     They  may  not  be  able  to  discern  the 

some  time  mutinous  and  full  of  faction,  until  grounds  of  distinction  on  which  they  are  not 

some  popular  general,  who  understands  the  art  to  elect  a  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  (or  what  is 

of  conciliating  the  soldiery,  and  who  possesses  his  new  name)  of  their  own.    If  this  election 

the  true  spirit  of  command,  shall  draw  the  eyes  of  a  commander  in  chief  be  a  part  of  the  rigtds 

of  all  men  upon  himself.    Armies  will  obey  him  of  men,  why  not  of  theirs  ?    They  see  elective 

on  his  personal  account     There  is  no  other  justices  of  peace,  elective  judges,   electirs 

way  of  securing  military  obedience  in  this  state  curates,  elective  bishops,  elective  municipali- 

of  things.    But  the  moment  in  which  that  event  ties,  and  elective  commanders  of  the  Parisian 

shall  happen,   the   pers(m  who  really  com-  army. — Why  should  they  alone  be  excluded  ? 

majids  the  army  is  your  master ;   the  mas-  Are  the  brave  troops  of  France  the  only  men 

tcr  (that  is  little)  of  your   king,  the  master  in  that  nation  who  are  not  the  fit  judges  of  mi* 

of  your  assembly,  the   master  of  your  whole  litary  merit,  and  of  the  qualifications  nccessarr 

republic.  for  a  commander  in  chief?    Are  they  paid  by 

'How  came  the  assembly  by  their  present  the  state,  and  do  they  therefore  lose  the  ri^^ts 

power  over  the  army  ?  Chiefly,  to  be  sure,  by  of  men  ?  They  are  a  part  of  that  nation  thienh 

debauching  the  soldiers  firom  their  officers,  selves,  and  contribute  to  that  pay.    And  is  not 

They  have  begun  by  a  most  terrible  operation,  the  king,  is  not  the  national  assembly,  and  are 

They  have  touched  the  central  point,  about  not  all  who  elect  the  national  assembly,  like- 

whicb  the  particles  that  compose  armies  are  at  wise  paid  ?    Instead  of  seeing  all  these  forfeit 

repose.    They  have  destroyed  the  principle  their  rights  by  their  receiving  a  salary,  diey 

of  obedience  in  the  great  essential  critical  link  perceive  that  in  all  these  cases  a  salary  is  given 

between  the  officer  and  the  soldier,  just  where  for  the  exercise  of  those  rights.    All  your  resO" 

the  cliain  of  military  subordination  commencea,  lutions,  all  your  proceedings,  all  your  debates, 

and  on  which  the  whole  of  that  system  depends,  all  the  works  of  your  doctors  of  religion  and 

The  soldier  is  told  he  is  a  citizen,  and  baa  the  politics,  have  industriously  been  put  into  their 

rights  of  man  and  citizen.    The  right  of  a  man,  hands ;  and  you  expect  that  they  will  apply  to 

ho  u  told,  is  to  be  his  own  governour,  and  to  their  own  case  just  as  much  of  your  doctrines 

be  ruled  only  by  those  to  whom  he  delegates  and  examples  as  suits  your  pleasure, 

that  selA-govemment.    It  is  very  natural  ho  Every  thing  depends  upon  the  army  in  such 

should  think  that  he  ought  moat  of  all  to  have  a  government  as  yours ;  for  you  have  industri- 

his  choice  where  he  is  to  yield  tlie  greatest  ously  destroyed  aU  the  opinions,  and  prejudices, 

degree  of  obedience.    He  will  therefore,  in  and,  as  far  as  in  you  lay,  all  the  instincts 

a/',  probability,  systematically  do,  what  he  does  which  support  government.     Therefore  the 

at  present  occasionally ;  that  is,  he  will  exer-  moment  any  difference^  arises  between  yotv 

cise  at  least  a  negative  in  the  choice  of  his  offi-  national  assembly  and  any  part  of  the  nation, 

cers.    At  present  the  oflkers  are  known  at  best  you  must  have  recourse  to  force.    Nothing 

to  be  (mly  permissive,  and  on  their  good  behavi-  else  is  left  to  you;  or  rather  you  have  left 

our.    In  fact,  there  have  been  many  instances  nothing  else  to  yourselves.    Toa  see  by  ihs 

in  which  they  have  been  cashiered  by  their  report  of  your  war  minister,  that  the  disttibiH 

<)orp«.    Here  is  a  second  negative  on  the  choice  tion  of  the  army  is  in  a  great  measure 
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with  k  ?iew  of  internal  coercion.*    You  must  all.    They  know,  that  almost  the  whole  syi^ 

rule  by  an  army;  and  you  have  infused  into  tern  oflaiided  property  in  its  origin  is  feudal; 

that  army  by  which  you  rule,  as  well  as  into  that  it  is  the  distribution  of  the  possessions  oS 

the  whole  body  of  the  nation,  principles  which  the  original  proprietors,  made  by  a  barbarous 

after  a  time  must  disable  you  in  the  use  you  conquerour  to  his  barbarous  instruments ;  and 

resolve  to  make  of  it.    The  king  is  to  call  out  that  the  most  grievous  effects  of  the  conquesf 

troops  to  act  against  bis  people,  when  the  world  are  the  land  rents  of  every  kind,  as  without 

has  been  told,  and  the  asserticra  is  still  ringing  question  they  are. 

in  our  ears,  that  troops  ought  not  to  fire  on  citi-  The  peasants,  in  all  probability,  are  the  di> 
Bens.    The  colonies  assert  to  themselves  an  scendantsofthese  ancient  proprietors,  Romans 
independent  constitution  and  a  free  trade.  They  or  Gauls.    But  if  they  fail,  in  any  degree,  in 
must  ho  constrained  by  troops.    In  what  chap-  the  titles  which  they  make  on  the  principles  of 
ter  of  your  code  of  the  rights  of  men  are  they  antiquaries  and  lawyers,  they  retreat  into  tlie 
able  to  read,  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  rights  c^  citadel  of  the  rights  of  men.    There  they  find 
men  to  have  their  commerce  monopolized  and  that  men  are  equal ;  and  the  earth,  the  kind 
restrained  for  the  benefit  of  others  ?    As  the  and  equal  mother  of  all,  ought  not  to  be  mono- 
colonists  rise  on  you,  the  negroes  rise  on  them,  polized  to  foster  the  pride  and  luxury  of  any 
Troops  again — ^Massacre,  torture,  hanging!  men,  who  by  nature  are  no  better  than  them- 
These  arc  your  rights  of  men !   These  are  the  selves,  and  who,  if  they  do  not  labour  for  their 
fruits  of  mctaphysic   declarations    wantonly  bread,  are  worse.    They  find,  that  by  the  laws 
made,  and  shamefully  retracted!    It  was  but  of  nature  the  occupant  and  subducr  of  the  soil 
the  other  day  that  the  farmers  of  land  in  one  is  the  true  proprietor ;   that  there  is  no  pre- 
cf  your  provinces  refused  to  pay  some  sorts  of  scription  against  nature ;  and  that  the  argu» 
rents  to  the  lord  of  the  soil.    In  consequence  roents  (where  any  there  are)  which  have  been 
of  this  your  decree,  that  the  country  people  made  with  the  landlords,  during  the  time  of 
■hallpay  all  rents  and  dues,  except  those  which  slavery,  are  only  the  effect  of  duresse  and 
as  grievances  you  have  abolished ;  and  if  they  force ;   and  that  when  the  people  re-entered 
refuse,  then  you  order  tlie  king  to  march  troops  into  the  rights  of  men,  those  agreements  were 
against  them.    You  lay  down  metaphysic  pro-  made  ^  void,  as  every  thing  else  which  had 
positions  which  infer  universal  consequences,  been  Settled  under  the  prevalence  of  the  old 
and  tiicn  you  attempt  to  limit  ^gic  by  despo-  feudal  and  aristocratic  tyranny.     They  wUl 
tism.    The  leaders  of  the  present  system  tell  tell  you  that  they  see  no  difference  between  an 
them  of  their  rights,  as  men,  to  take  fortresses,  idler  with  a  hat  and  national  cockade,  and  an 
to  rnurdtrr  guards,  to  seize  on  kings  without  idler  in  a  cowl  or  in  a  rochet.    If  you  ground 
the  least  appearance  of  authority  even  from  the  the  title  to  rents  on  succession  and  prescrip- 
assembly,  whilst,  as  the  sovereign  legislative  tioo,  they  tell  you  from  the  speech  of  Mr. 
body,  that  assembly  was  sitting  in  the  nan>e  Camtis,  published  by  the  national  assembly  for 
of  the  nation — and  yet  these  leaders  presume  their  information,  that  things  ill  begun  cannot 
to  order  out  the  troops  which  have  acted  in  avail  themselves  of  prescription ;  that  the  title 
these  very  disorders,  to  coerce  those  who  shall  of  these  lords  was  vicious  in  its  origin;  and 
judge  on  the  principles,  and  follow  the  exam-  that  force  is  at  least  as  bad  as  fraud.     As  to 
pies,  which  have  been  guaranteed  by  their  own  the  title  by  succession,  they  will  tell  you,  that 
^>probation.  the  auccession  of  those  who  have  dStivated 
The  leaders  teach  the  people  to  abhor  and  the  soil  is  the  true  pedigree  of  property,  and 
reject  all  feodality  as  the  barbarism  of  tyranny,  not  rotten  parchments  uid  silly  substitutions ; 
•lid  they  tell   them  af\erwards  how  much  of  that  the  lords  have  enjoyed  their  usurpation 
that  barbarous  tyranny  they  are  to  bear  with  too  k>ng  ;  and  that  if  they  allow  to  these  lay 
patience.    As  they  are  prodigal  of  light  with  monks  any  charitable  pension,  they  ought  to  be 
regard  to  grievances,  so  the  people  find  them  thankful  to  the  bounty  of  the  true  proprietor, 
■paring  in  the  extreme  with  regard  to  redress,  who  is  so  generous  towards  a  false  claimant 
They  know  that  not  only  certain  quit-rents  and  to  hia  goods. 

oersonal  duties,  which  you  have  permitted  them  When  the  peasants  give  you  back  that  coin 

to  redeem  (but  have  furnished  no  money  for  of  sophistic  reascui,  on  which  you  have  set 

the  redemption)  are  as  nothing  to  those  bur-  your  image  and  superscription,  you  cry  it 

Ihens  for  which  you  have  made  no  provision  at  down  as  base  money,  and  tell  them  you  will 

pay  for  the  future  with  French  guards,  and 

♦  Courier  Francois,  80  Julv,  1790.  Assemblee  ^^^igoonsi  wid  hussars.    You  hold  up,  to  cha»- 

Katlonale,  Numero  *ilO.  tise  them,  the  second-hand  authority  of  a  kingi 
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irho  is  ooly  the  instrument  of  destroying,  with*  to  them,  you  coidd'haTe  made  the  law  tha 

out  any  power  of  protecting  either  the  people  degrades  them.    You  have  (brbidden  us  tM 

or  his  own  person.     Through  him  it  seems  you  treat  them  with  any  of  the  old  formal itiea  of 

will  make  yourselves  obeyed.     They  answeri  respect,  and  now  you  send  troops  to  sabre  and 

You  have  taught  us  that  there  are  no  gentle-  to  bayonet  us  into  a  submission  to  foar  and 

men ;  and  which  of  your  principles  teach  us  to  force,  which  you  did  not  suffer  us  to  yield  t« 

bow  to  kings  whom  we  have  not  elected  ?   We  the  mild  authority  of  opinion, 
know,  without  your  teaching,  that  lands  were         The  ground  <^  some  of  these  argurooots  il 

given  for  the  support  of  feudal  dignities,  feudal  horrid  aiid  ridiculous  to  all  rational  cars;  bal 

titles,  and  feudal  offices.     When  you  took  to  the  politicians  of  metaphysics  who  haw 

down  the  cause  as  a  grievance,  why  should  opened  schools  ibr  sophistry,  and  made  esta* 

the  more  grievous  effect  remain  ?    As  there  blishments  for  anarchy,  it  is  solid  and  cooclo- 

are  now  no  hereditary  honours,  and  no  distin-  sive.     It  is  obvious,  that  ou  a  mere  conside* 

guished  families,  why  are  we  taxed  to  main-  ration  of  the  right,  the  leaders  in  the  assembly 

tain  what  you  toU  us  ought  not  to  exist  ?    You  would  not  in  the  least  have  scrupled  to  abrogate 

have  sent  down  our  old  aristocratic  landlord*  the  rents  along  with  the  titles  and  family  ea* 

in  no  oiher  character,  and  with  no  other  title,  signs.    It  would  be  only  to  follow  up  the  prior 

but  tliat  of  exactors  under   your  authority,  ciple  of  their  reasonings,  and  to  complete  the 

Have  you  endeavoured   to  make  these  your  analogy  of  their  conduct.    But  they  had  newly 

rent-gatherers  respectable  to  us  ?    No.    You  possessed  themselves  of  a  great  body  of  landed 

have  sent  them  to  us  with  their  arms  reversed}  property  by  confiscation.     They  had  this  com- 

their  shields  broken,  their  impresses  defaced ;  modity  at  market ;  and  the  market  would  have 

and   so  displumed,  degraded,  and  mctamoiv  been  wholly  dratroyed,  if  they  were  to  permit 

phosed,  such   unfeathered  two-legged  thingSf  the  husbazKlmen  to  riot  in  the  speculatiooi 

that  we   no  longer  know  them.     They  are  with  which  thoy  so  fi'eely  intoxicated  them 

strangers  to  us.    They  do  not  even  go  by  the  selves.    The  only  security  which  property  e»> 

names  of  our  ancient  lords.    Physically  they  joys  in  any  one  of  its  descriptions,  is  from  the 

may  be  the  same  men ;  though  we  are  not  quite  interests  of  their  rapacity  with  regard  to  sooM 

sure  of  that,  on  your  new  philosophic  doctrine  other.    They  have  left  nothing  but  their  oim 

of  personal  identity.    In  all  other  respects  they  arbitrary  pleasure  to  determine  what  property 

are  totally  changed.    We  do  not  see  why  we  is  to  be  protec^  and  what  subverted, 
have  not  as  good  a  right  to  refuse  them  their        Neither  have  they  led  any  principle  by  whidl 

rents,  as  you  have  to  abrogate  all  their  honours,  any  of  their  municipalities  can  be  bound  to  ob^ 

titles,  and  distinctions.    This  we  have  never  dience ;  or  eren  conscientiously  obliged  not  to 

commissioned  you  to  do ;  and  it  is  one  is*  separate  from  the  whole  to  become  indepoi- 

stance,  among  many  indeed,  of  your  assump-  dent,  or  to  connect  itself  with  some  other  state, 

tion  of  undelegated  power.  We  see  the  burflhers  The  people  of  Lyons,  it  seems,  have  refused 

of  Paris,  through  their  clubs,  their  mobs,  and  lately  to  pay  taxes.    Why  shouki  they  not? 

their  national  guards,  directing  you  at  their  What  lawful  authority  is  there  left  to  exact 

pleasure,  and  giving  that  as  law  to  you,  which,  them  ?  The  king  imposed  some  of  them.   Tb« 

jndcr  your  authority,  is  transmitted  as  law  to  old  states,  methodized  by  orders,  settled  (he 

us.    Through  you,  these  burghers  dispose  of  more  ancient.    They  may  say  to  the  assembly, 

the  livePand  fortunes  of  us  all.    Why  should  Who  are  you,  that  are  not  our  kings,  nor  the 

you  not  attend  as  much  to  the  desires  of  the  states  we  have  elected,  nor  sit  on  the  princi* 

laborious  husbandman  with  regard  to  our  rent,  pies  on  which  we  have  elected  you  t    Aii4- 

by  which  we  are  affected  in  Uie  most  serious  who  are  we,  that  when  we  seo  the  gabellM 

manner,  as  you  do  to  the  demands  of  these  in*  which  you  have  ordered  to  be  paid,  whollf 

Solent  burghers,  relative  to  distinctions  and  shaken  off,  when  *we  see  the  acts  ofdisobedi- 

titles  of  honour,  by  which  neither  they  nor  wo  ence  aflerwards  ratified  by  yourselves,  who 

are  affected  at  all?    But  we  find  you  pay  more  are  we,  that  we  are  not  to  judge  what  taxes 

regard  to  their  fancies  than  to  our  necessities,  we  ought  or  ought  not  to  pay,  and  are  not  to 

Is  it  amoDp,  the  rights  of  man  to  pay  tribute  to  avai[  ourselves  of  the  same  powers,  the  vali* 

his  equals  ?    Before  this  measure  of  yours,  dity  of  which  you  have  approved  in  othersf 

we  might  have  thought  we  were  not  perfectly  To  this  the  answer  is.  We  will  send  troopa 

equal.    We  might  have  ent stained  some  old  The  last  reason  of  kings,  is  always  the  fiiit 

habitual,  unmeaning  prepossession  in  favour  of  with  your  assembly.    This  military  aid  may 

those  landlords ;  but  we  cannot  conceive  wliat  serve  for  a  time,  whilst  the  impression  of  the 

other  view  than  that  of  destroying  all  respect  increase  of  pay  remains,  and  the  vanity  cf 
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being  umpires  in  aO  dieputee  ii  flattered.  But  etuid  or  frl ;  end  tfiie  bectoM,  in  ii^  opiniai» 
ihie  weapon  will  nap  ahort,  un&itlifal  to  the  vefj  praperij,ihe  teet  bj  which  the  ritiO  and 
hand  that  enploje  it.  The  aaMoiblf  keep  a  patrioiiain  of  thooe  who  ruled  in  that  aaaemU? 
Bcbool  idbere,  ■jitematicaDT,  and  with  tmre-  would  be  tried.  The  revenue  of  the  state  ji 
nitting  perserorance,  they  teach  principles,  the  state.  In  effect,  all  depends  upon  it,  whe- 
•nd  fbnn  regulations  destroctive  to  dU  qiiril  of  ther  for  support  or  for  reformation.  The  dig- 
subordination,  ciril  and  mflitaiT— and  then  nity  of  ereiy  occupation  wholly  depends  upon 
t*iey  oxpect  that  they  shall  hold  in  obedience  the  quantity  and  die  kind  of  rirtue  that  may 

s  anarchic  people  by  an  anarchic  artny.  be  exerted  in  it.    As  all  great  qualities  of  the 

The  municipal  army,  which,  according  to  mind  which  operate  in  public,  and  are  not 
heir  new  policy,  is  to  balance  this  natkinal  merely  suffering  and  passi^ro,  require  force  for 
vmyj  if  considered  in  itself  only,  is  of  a  con-  their  display,  I  had  almost  said,  for  their  une 
ftitution  much  more  simple,  and  in  every  re-  quivocal  existence,  the  revenue,  which  is  the 
pect  less  exceptionable.  It  is  a  mere  demo-  spring  of  all  power,  becomes  in  its  administra- 
cratic  body,  unconnected  with  the  crown  or  tion  the  sphere  of  eveiy  active  virtue.  Pub- 
the  kingdom ;  armed,  and  trained,  and  ofli-  lie  virtue,  being  of  a  naUire  magnificent  and 
cerod  at  the  pleasure  of  the  districts  to  which  splendid,  instituted  for  great  things,  and  con- 
the  corps  severally  belong ;  and  the  personal  versant  about  great  concerns,  requires  abun- 
tervice  of  the  individuals,  who  compose,  or  dant  scope  and  room,  end  cannot  spread  and 
the  fine  in  lieu  of  personal  service,  are  directed  grow  under  confinement,  and  in  circumstances 
by  the  same  authority.'*'  Nothing  is  more  straitened,  narrow,  and  sordid.  Through  the 
uniform.  If,  however,  considered  in  any  rela-  revenue  alone  the  body  poUtic  can  act  in  its 
tion  to  thd  crown,  to  the  national  assemUy,  to  true  grains  and  character,  and  therefore  it  will 
the  public  tribunals,  or  to  the  other  army,  or  display  just  as  much  of  its  collective  virtue,  and 
considered  in  a  view  to  any  coherence  or  con-  as  much  of  that  virtue  which  may  characterise 
nection  between  its  parts,  it  seems  a  monster,  those  who  move  it,  and  are,  as  it  were,  its  lifo 
and  can  hardly  fail  to  terminate  its  perplexed  and  guiding  principle,  as  it  is  possessed  of  a 
movements  in  some  great  national  calamity,  just  revenue.  For  fiom  hence  not  only  mag- 
It  is  a  worse  preservative  of  a  general  c<H)sti-  nanimity,  and  Uborality,  and  beneficence,  and 
tution,  than  the  systasis  of  Crete,  or  the  con-  fortitude,  and  providence,  and  the  tutelary 
foderation  of  Poland,  or  any  other  ill-devised  protection  of  all  good  arts,  derive  their  food, 
corrective  which  has  yet  been  imagined,  in  and  the  growth  of  their  organs,  but  cObtinence, 
the  necessities  produced  by  an  ill-coiistructed  and  sdMenial,  and  labour,  and  vigilance,  and 
system  of  government.  frugality,  and  whatever  else  there  is  in  which 

Having  concluded  my  few  remaiks  on  the  the  mind  shews  itself  above  the  appetite,  are 

constitution  of  the  supreme  power,  the  execu-  no  where  more  in  their  proper  element  than  in 

tive,  the  judicature,  the  military,  and  on  the  the  provision  and   distribution  of  tho  public 

reciprocal  rehiti<»i  of  all  these  establishments,  wealth.     It  is  therefore  not  without  reason 

I  shall  say  something  of  the  ability  shewed  by  that  the  science  of  speculative  ami  practica. 

your  legi^tors  with  regard  to  the  revenue.  finance,  which  must  take  to  its  aid  so  many 

In  their  proceedings  relative  to  this  object,  auxiliary  branches  of  knowledge,  stands  high 
if  possible,  still  fewer  tnces  appear  of  politi-  in  the  estimation  not  only  of  the  ordinary  sort, 
cat  judgment  or  financial  resource.  When  the  but  of  the  wisest  and  best  men ;  and  as  this 
states  met,  it  seemed  to  be  the  great  object  to  scieni'e  has  grown  with  the  progress  of  iu  ob- 
inprove  the  system  of  revenue,  to  enla^  its  Jject,  the  prosperity  and  improvement  of  na- 
eollection,  to  cleanse  it  of  oppression  and  vexa-  tions  has  generally  uncreased  with  the  increase 
tion,  and  to  establish  it  on  the  meet  solid  foot-  of  their  revenues :  and  they  will  both  con- 
ing. Great  were  the  expectations  entertained  tinue  to  grow  and  flourish,  as  long  as  the 
on  that  head  throughout  Europe.  It  was  by  balance  between  what  is  left  to  strengthen  the 
this  grand  arrangement  that  France  was  to  efforts  of  individuals,  and  what  is  collected  for 

the  coounon  efforts  c(  the  state,  bear  to  each 

♦  I  see  by  Mr.  Necker»s  account,  ibnt  the  na-  other  a  duo  reciprocal  proportion,  and  are  kept 

llonal  guards  of  Paris  have  received,  over  and  .    ,  ^i,,^  *«*,J»wwiJ»/w7.«^  .J».».»;^.»{^ 

above  Sie  money  levied  within  their  own  city,  ^  •  «o^  correspondence  and  communication, 

about  £.145,000  sterling  out  of  the  piiblhi  trea-  And  perhaps  it  may  be  owmg  to  the  greatness 

sors.    Whether  this  be  an  actual  payment,  for  oC revenues,  and  to  tho  urgimcy  of  state  neee^ 

the  nine  montlis  of  their  existence,  or  an  estl-  ,i,ie.,  that  old  abuses  in  the  constitution  of 

mate  of  their  yearly  charge,  I  do  not  clearly  «_•«/«•-  .*.  A;»„^mw^A  .~i  tk^;..  *».«  «.t..^ 

perrelve.    It  I«  of  no  gresi  importance,  as  cer-  nn«>«^  »"  discovered,  and  their  true  mtura 

talnly  they  may  ifike  whatever  they  please.  and  rational  theory  comes  to  be  more  perfectly 


558  REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCE. 

understood ;  insomuch,  that  a  smiller  rereniie  it ;  and  this  they  dispersed  throughout  the  nft> 

might  have  boon  tfioro  distressiqg  in  one  period  ti<ni.    At  the  time  they  passed  the  decree, 

than  a  (kr  greater  is  found  to  be  in  another ;  with  the  same  gravity  they  ordered  this  sasM 

the  proportionate  wealth  even  remaining  the  absurd,  of^ressive,  and  partial  tax  to  be  paidi 

same.    In  this  state  of  tilings,  the  French  as-  until  they  could  find  a  revenue  to  rejdace  it 

sembly  found  something  in  their  revenues  to  The  consequence  was  inevitable.     The  pfo> 

preserve,  to  secure,  and  wisely  to  administer,  vinces  whidi  had  been  always  exempted  froa 

as  well  as  to  abrogate  and  alter.    Though  their  this  salt  monopoly,  some  of  whom  were  charged 

pround  assumption  might  justify  the  severest  with  otlier  contributions,  perhaps  equivaleot, 

tesbi,  yet  in  trying  their  abilities  on  their  finan-  were  totally  disinclined  to  bear  any  {KUt  of  the 

r'ial  proceedings,  I  would  only  consider  what  burthen,  which  by  an  equal  distributioo  was  ts 

is  tho  plain  obvious  duty  of  a  common  finance  redeem  the  others.    As  to  the  assembly,  oc- 

roinister,  and  try  them  upon  that  and  not  upon  cu[)ied  as  it  was  with  the  declaration  and  iv^- 

models  of  ideal  perfection.        •  lation  of  the  rights  of  men,  and  with  their  ar> 

Tho  objects  of  a  financier  are,  then,  to  se-  rangements  for  general  confusion,  it  had  nei- 

curo  an  ample  revenue;  to  impose  it  with  ther  leisure   nor  capacity  to   contrive,  nor 

judgment  and  equality ;  to  employ  it  oscom^  authority  to  enforce  any  plan  of  any  kind  rda- 

micaliy ;  and  when  necessity  obliges  him  to  tive  to  the  replacing  the  tax  o?  equalizing  it,  or 

make  use  of  credit,  to  secure  its  foundations  in  compensating  the  provinces,  or  for  conducting 

that  instance,  and  for  ever,  b}  the  clearness  and  their  minds  to  any  scheme  of  accommodation 

candour  of  his  {iroceedings,  the  exactness  of  with   the  other  district*  which  were  to  be 

his  calculations,  and  the  solidity  of  his  funds,  relieved. 

On  Uic4c  heads  we  may  take  a  short  and  dis-  The  people  of  the  salt  provinces,  impatient 

tinct  view  of  the  merits  and  abilities  of  those  under  taxes  damned  by  the  authority  which 

in  the  national  assembly,  who  have  taken  to  had  directed  their  payment,  very  soon  (bund 

themselves  the  management  of  this  arduous  their  patience  exhausted.    They  tluxighttheni- 

concem.    Far  irom  any  increase  of  revenue  selves  as  skilful  in  denv>Iishing  as  the  assei^ 

in  their  hands,  I  find,  by  a  report  of  M.  Yer-  biy  could  be.    They  relieved  themselves  by 

nier,  from  the  committee  of  finances,  of  the  throwing  off  the  whole  burthen.    Animated  by 

eecond  of  August  last,  that  the  amount  of  the  this  example,,  each  district,  or  part  of  a  dis> 

national  revenue,  as  compared  with  its  pro>  trict,  judging  of  its  own  grievance  by  its  owv 

duce  before  the  revolution,  was  diminished  by  feeling,  and  of  its  remedy  by  its  own  (pinion,  did 

the  sum  of  two  hundred  millions,  or  eight  mH'  as  it  pleased  with  other  taxes. 

lioni  sterimg  of  the  annual  income,  considera-  We  are  next  to  see  how  they  have  cooduc- 

bly  more  than  one-third  of  the  whole.  ted  themselves  in  contriving  equal  irapositioos. 

If  this  be  tho  result  of  great  ability,  never  proportioned  to  the  means  of  the  citizens,  and 

surely  was  ability  displayed  in  a  more  distin-  the  least  likely  to  lean  heavy  on  the  active 

guished  manner,  or  with  so  powerful  an  effect,  capital  empbyed  in  the  generation  of  that  pri- 

No  common  folly,  no  vulgar  incapacity,  no  vate  wealth,  from  whence  the  public  fortune 

ordinary  official  negligence,  even  no  official  must  be  derived.     By  suffisring  the  several 

crime,  no  corruption,  no  peculation,  hardly  districts,  and  several  of  the  individuals  in  each 

any  direct  hostility  which  we  have  seen  in  the  district,  to  judge  of  what  part  of  the  old  reve- 

roodorn  world,  could  in  so  short  a  time  have  nue  they   might  withhold,  instead  of  better 

made  so  complete  an  overthrow  of  the  finan-  principles  of  equality,  a  new  inequality  was 

ces,  and  with  them,  of  the  strength  of  a  great  produced  of  the  most  oppressive  kind.    Pa^ 

kingdom. — Ceddqu  vextram  remjmUicam  ton-  ments  were  regulated  by  dispositions.    Tbs 

torn  amins^  tarn  dto  9  parts  of  the  kingdom  which  were  the  most  sulh 

The  sophisters  and  declaimers,  as  soon  as  missive,  the  most  orderly,  or  the  most  aft^ 

the  assembly  met,  began  with  decrying  the  tionate  to  the  commonwealth,  bore  the  whole 

incient  constitution  of  the  revenue  in  many  of  burthen  of  the  state.    Nothing  turns  oat  to  be 

its  most  essential  branches,  such  as  the  pub-  so  oppressive  and  unjust  as  a  feeble  govero- 

Ue  monopoly  of  salt.    They  charged   it,  as  ment.    To  fill  up  all  the  deficiencies  in  the  oU 

truly  as   unwisely,  with  being  ill-contrived,  im|>ositions,  and  the  new  deficiencies  of  every 

oppressive,  and  partial.    This  representation  kind  which  were  to  be  expected,  what  remai- 

they  were  not  satisfied  to  make  use  of.  in  ned  to  a  state  without  authority  ?    TIte  ol> 

speeches  preliminary  to  some  plan  of  refonn ;  tional  assembly  called  for  a  voluntary  benero> 

they  declared  it  in  a  solemn  resolution  or  pub-  lence ;  for  a  fourth  part  of  the  income  of  all  th> 

lie  sentence,  as  it  were  judicially,  passed  upon  citizens,  to  be  estimated  on  the  honour  of  thost 


REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCE.  559 

who  were  to  pay.    They  obtained  aoniething  Whatever  virtue  may  be  in  these  devices,  it 
more  than  could  be  rationally  calculated,  but  is  obvious  that  neither  the  patriotic  gifts,  nor 
what  was,  &r  indeed,  from  answerable  to  their  the  patriotic  contribution,  can  ever  be  resorted 
real  neccssiiics,  and  much  less  to  their  fond  to  again.    The  resources  of  public  folly  are 
expectations.      Rational   people  could   have  soon  exhausted.    The  whole  indeed  of  their 
hoped  for  little  from  this  their  tax  in  the  dis-  scheme  of  revenue  is  to  make,  by  any  artifice, 
guise  of  a  benevolence ;  a  tax  weak,  in^fTec-  an  appearance  of  a  full  reservoir  for  the  hour, 
live,  and  unequal;    a  tax  by  which  luxury,  whilst  at  the  same  time  they  cut  off  the  springs 
avarice,  and  selfishness  were  screened,  and  and  living  fountains  of  perennial  supply.    The 
the  load  thrown  upon  productive  capital,  upon  account  not  long  since  furnished  by  Mr.  Nccker 
integrity,  generosity,  and  public  spirit — a  tax  was  meant,  without  question,  to  be  favourable. 
of  regulation  ^pon  virtue.     At    length   the  He  gives  a  flattering  view  of  the  means  of 
mask  is  thrown  off,  and  they  are  now  trying  getting  through  the  year ;  but  he  expresses,  as 
means  (with  little  success)  of  exacting  Uieir  it  is  natural  he  should,  some  apprehension  for 
benevolence  by  force.  that  which  was  to  succeed.    On  this  last  prog- 
This  benevolence,  the  ricketty  offspring  of  nostic,  instead  of  entering  into  the  grounds  of 
weakness,  was  to  be  supported  by  another  this  apprehension,  in  order  by  a  proper  fore- 
resource,  the  twin  brother  of  the  same  pro-  sight,  to  prevent  the  prognosticated  evil,  Mr. 
lific  imbecility.    The  patriotic  donations  were  Necker  receives  a  sort  of  friendly  reprimand 
to  make  good  the  failure  of  the  patriotic  con-  from  the  president  of  the  assembly, 
tribution.     John  Doe  was  to  become  security  As  to  their  other  schemes  of  taxation,  it  is 
for  Richard  Roe.    By  this  scheme  they  took  impossible  to  say  any  thing  of  them  with  cer- 
things  of  much  price  from  the  giver,  compare-  tainty,  because  they  have  not  yet  had  their 
tivcly  of  small  value  to  the  receiver;  they  operation;  but  nobody  is  so  sanguine  as  to  ima- 
rained  several  trades ;  they  pillaged  the  crown  gine  they  will  fill  up  any  perceptible  part  of  the 
of  its  ornaments,  the  churches  of  their  plate,  wide  gaping  breach  which  their  incapacity  has 
and  the  people  of  their  personal  decorations,  made  in  their  revenues.    At  present  the  state 
The  invention  of  these  juvenile  pretenders  to  of  their  treasury  sinks  every  day  more  and 
liberty,  was  in  reality  nothing  more  than  a  more  in  cash,  and  swells  more  and  more  in 
servile  imitation  of  one  of  the  poorest  resources  fictitious  representation.   When  so  little  with- 
of  doting  despotism.    They  took  an  old  huge  in  or  witliout  is  now  found  but  paper,  the  ro- 
fuU  bottomed  pcrriwig  out  of  the  wardrobe  of  presentative  not  of  opulence  but  of  want,  the 
the   antiquated  frippery  of  Louis  tho  Four^  creature  not  of  credit  but  of  power,  they  ima-  ' 
tocnth,  to  cover  the  premature  baldness  of  the  gine  that  our  flourishing  state  in  England  is 
national  assembly.    They  produced  this  old-  owing  to  that  bank-paper,  and  not  the  bank- 
fashioned  formal  folly,  though  it  had  been  so  paper  to  the  flourishing  condition  of  our  coro- 
abundantly  exposed  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  merce,  to  the  solidity  of  our  cre^iit,  and  to  the 
Duke  do  St.  SimcHi,  if  to  reasonable  men  it  total  exclusion  of  all  idea  of  power  from  any 
had  wanted  any  arguments  to  display  its  mis-  part  of  the  transaction.    They  forget  tliat,  in 
chief  and  insufficiency.    A  device  of  the  same  England,  not  one  shilling  of  paper-money  of 
kind  was  tried  in  my  memory  by  Louis  the  any  description  is  received  but oif choice;  that 
Fifteenth,  but  it  answered  at  no  time.    How-  the  whole  has  had  its  origin  in  cash  actually 
ever,  the  necessities  of  ruinous  wars  were  some  deposited  ;  and  that  it  is  convertible,  at  ple&« 
excuse  for  desperate  projects.    Tho  delibera-  sure,  in  an  instant,  and  without  tlie  smallest 
tions  of  calamity  are  rarely  wise.    But  here  loss,  into  cash  again.    Our  paper  is  of  value 
«-as  a  season  for  disposition  and  providence,  in  commerce,  because  in  law  it  is  of  none.    It 
it  was  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  then  en-  is  powerful  on  Change,  because  in  Westmin- 
joyed    for  five  years,  and  promising  a  much  stcr-hall  it  is  impotent.    In  payment  of  a  debt 
longer  continuance,  that  they  had  recourse  to  of  twenty  shillings,  a  creditor  may  refuse  all 
this  desperate  trifling.     They  were  sure  to  tho  paper  of  the  bank  of  Eneland.     Nor  is 
lose  more  reputation  by  sporting,  in  their  su-  there  among  us  a  single  public  security,  of 
rious  situation,  with  these  toys  and  playthmgs  any  quality  or  nature  whatsoever,  that  is  en* 
of  finance,  which  have  filled  half  their  joumali,  forced  by  authority.    In  fact  it  might  be  easily 
than  could  possibly  be  compensated  by  tho  shewn,  that  our  paper  wealth,  instead  of  ics 
poor  temporary  supply  which  they  afforded,  sening  the  real  coin,  has  a  tendency  to  increase 
It  seemed  as  if  tliose  who  adopted  such  pro  it ;  instead  of  being  a  substitute  for  money,  it 
iects  were  wholly  ignorant  of  their  circum-  only  facilitates  its  entry,  its  exit,  and  its  cir 
stances,  or  wholly  unequal  to  their  necessities,  culation ;  that  it  is  the  symbol  of  orosperity 
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and  not  <iebad<re  of  distress.    Never  w&s  a  pretended  liberty ,  had  from  Holland,  from  Haa» 
scarcity  of  cash,  and  an  exuberance  of  pa|>er,  burgh,  from  Switzerland,  from  Genoa,  froa 
a  subject  of  complaint  in  this  nation.  England,  for  a  dealing  in  their  paper?    "Wbj 
Well!  but  a  lessening  of  prodigal  expenses,  should  these  nations  of  commerce  and  ceoi^ 
and  the  ceconomy  which  has  been  introduced  nomy  enter  into  any  pecuniary  dealings  with 
by  the  virtuous  and  sapient  assembly,  make  a   people,  who  attempt  to  reverse  this  very 
amends  for  the  losses  sustained  in  the  receipt  natipre  of  things ;  among  whom  they  sec  tht 
of  revenue.    In  this  at  least  they  have  fulfilled  debtor  prescribing  at  the  point  of  tiie  bayonei, 
the  duty  of  a  financier. — Have  those,  who  say  the  medium  of  his  solvency  to  the  crqiitor; 
so,  looked  at  the  expenses  of  tlie  national  as-  discharging  one  of  his  engagements  with  ano- 
sembly  itself?  of  the  municipalities?   of  the  ther ;  turning  his  very  penury  into  his  resource : 
city  of  Paris  ?  of  the  increas^  pay  of  the  two  and  paying  his  interest  with  hja  rags  ? 
armies?  of  the  new  polico?  of  the  new  judi-  Their  fanatical  confidence  in  the  onutip(y 
catures  ?  Have  they  oven  carefully  compared  tence  of  church  plunder,  has  induced   these 
the    present   pension-list   with    the    former?  philosophers  to  overlook  all  care  of  the  public 
These  politicians  have  het-n  cruel,  not  cecooo-  estate,  just  as  the  dream  of  the  philosopher's 
mical.    Comparing  the  expenses  of  the  former  stone  induces  dupes,  under  the  more  plausible 
prodigal  government  and  its  relation  to  the  delusion  of  the   hermetic  art,  to  neglect  all 
then  revenues  wit  If  the  expenses  of  this  new  rational  means  for  improving  their  fixtunes. 
svistem  as  opposed  to  the  slate  of  its  new  trea-  With  these  philosophic  financiers,  this  ani> 
sury,  I  believe  the  present  will  be  foimd  be-  versal  medicine  made  of  churcli  mummy  is  to 
yond  all  comparison  more  chargeable.'*'  cure  all  the  evils  of  the  state.     These  gentle- 
It  remains  only  to  consider  the  proofs  of  men  perhaps  do  not  believe  a  great  deal  in  the 
financial    ability,   furnished   by   tlie    present  miraclesof  piety;  but  it  cannot  be  questiooed, 
French  managers  when  they  are  to  raise  sup-  that  they  have  an    undoubting  faith   in  the 
plies  on  credit.    Here  I  am  a  little  at  a  atand ;  prodigies  of  sacrilege.    Is  there  a  debt  which 
f>r  credit,  properly  speaking,  they  have  none,  pressess  them — ^Issue  asiignaU.     Aie  con^ 
The  credit  of  the  ancient  government  was  not  pensations  to  bo  made,  or  a  maintenance  de- 
indeed  the  best;   but  they  could  always,  on  creed   to  those  whom  (hey  have  robiied  of 
some  terms,  command  money,  not  only   at  their  freehold  in  their  office^  or  expellc  1  from 
home,  but  from  most  of  the  countries  of  Eu-  their  profession — AmgnaU.    Is  a  fie<  t  to  be 
rope  where  a  surplus  capital  was  accumulated ;  fitted    out — AssignaU.      If  sixteen    millions 
and  the  credit  of  that  government  was  improv-  sterling  of  these  auignaU^  forced  on  the  peo 
ing  daily.     The  establishment  of  a  system  of  pie,  leave  the  wants  of  the  state  as  urgen:  as 
.iberty  would  of  course  be  supposed  to  give  it  ever — issue,  says  one,  thirty  millions  sterling 
new  strength ;  and  so  it  woukJ  actually  havo  of  aatignaio    cays  another,    isfue  fxirscorc 
donf«,  if  a  system  of  liberty  had  been  esta-  millions  more  of  asaignais.    The  oniv  difie^ 
blished.    What  offers  has  their  govertmient  of  ence  among  theif  financial  factions  i«  on  the 

greater  or  Uie  lesser  quantity  of  am^puus  to 

^_,.           ,        .„     .              1   .  »  1.        .  he  imposed  on  the  public  stifferancc.     They 

•  The  reader  will  observe,  thnt  I  have  but  _    i,        r             r       •     _       «•        -l     "^ 

lightly  touched  (my  plan  demanded    nothing  *f  *"  professors  of  oangruH.    Even  those, 

more)  on  the  condiijon  of  the  French  Finance-?,  whose  natural  good  sense  and  knowledge  of 

as  connected  with  the  demands  upon  them.    Ir  commerce,  not  obliterated  by  philosophy,  fur- 

I  had  intended  to  do  otherwise,  the  materials  In  nish  decisive  arguments  against  this  delusion, 

my  hands  for  such  a  task  are  not  altogether  i  j     .l  •                  .      i.               •        .l 

perfect.    On  this  s.ibjcci  I  refer  the  reader  to  conclude  thpir  arguments,  by  proposmg    tho 

M.  de  Calonne'B  work :    and  the  tremendous  emission  of  auignats.    I  suppose  they   must 

display  that  he  has  made  of  the  havoc  and  de-  talk  of  assignata,  as  no  other  language  wouU 

ra^atlan  in  the  public  state,  and  in  all  the  affairs  be  understood.    All  experience  of  their  inef: 

of  h  ranee,  caused  by  the  presumptuous  good  ^           j            .   •    .l    i     _*  j-                 *l 

Intentions  of  iimorance  and  incapkcliy.    luch  ^^^^  ^"^  "^^  ">  ^«  ^^^  discourage  them, 

effects,  those  causes  will  always  produce.  Look-  Are  the  old  amgnats  depreciated  at  market? 

Ing  over  that  acco'ui  with  a  pretty  strict  eye,  What  is  the  remedy  ?  Issue  new  anignats.— 

and,  with  perhaps  loo  much  rieour,  deduciki?  jjf«-,  «•  ^cdadia,  miniatria,  wmvtdtK  garin, 

everything  whicb  may  be  placed  to  the  account  -j -n.- ^  ^^T       •                 _.           • 

of  a  financier  put  of  place,  who  might  be  sup.  9*^  Uhfaetrt  i  amgnccre-jyostea  asngnare; 

posed  by  his  enemies  desirous  of  making  the  entuiiaaadgnare.    The  word  is  a  trifie  altered, 

most  of  his  cause,  I  believe  it  will  6e  found,  that  The  Latin  of  your  present  doctors  may  be 

5  S«I*  itlX*"!^  ^"'°?  of  caution  against  the  better  than  that  of  your  old  comedy;  theif 

daring  epirii  of  innovators  than  what  has  been  .   ,              ,  ,.           •  ..      r  .l  • 

suppiisd  at  the  expense  ofFranco,  never  was  at  ''^^sdo'"*  ww  "»e  variety  of  their  resources, 

any  time  fur  lished  to  mankind.  are  the  same.    They  h^  not  more  notes  ia 
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dbsir  song  than  the  cuckow ;  though,  fiur  from  and  properly  Tested  in  the  hands  of  trustees ; 

the  soilness  of  that  harbinger  of  summer  and  then  he  would  indicate  the  parceb  to  be  sold, 

plenty,  their  Toice  is  as  harah  and  as  ominous  and  the  time  and  conditions  of  sale ;  after  this, 

as  that  of  tho  raven.  he   would  admit    the  public  creditor,  if  he 

Who  but  the  most  desperate  adventurers  chose  it,  to  subscribe  his  stodc  into  this  new 

in  philosophy  and  finance  could  at  aU  have  fimd ;  or  he  might  receive  proposals  for  an 

thought  of  destroying  the  settled  revenue  of  the  aangnat  from  those  who  would  advance  money 

state,  the  sole  security  for  the  pulilic  credit,  to  purchase  this  species  of  security. 

m  the  hope  of  rebuilding  it  with  the  materials  This  would  be  to  proceed  like  men  of  bust- 

of  confiscated  property  7  If,  however,  an  ex-  ness,  methodically   and   rationally ;    and   on 

eessive  zeal  for  the  state  should  have  led  a  the  only  principles  of  public  and  private  credit 

pious  and  venerable  prelate  (by  anticipation  a  that  have  an  existence.    The  dealer  would 

father  of  the  church'*')  to   piDage   his  own  then  know  exactly  what  he  purchased ;  and 

order,  and,  for  the  good  of  the  church  and  the  only  doubt  which  could  hang  upon  his 

people,  to  take  upon  himself  the   place  of  mind  would  be,  the  dread  of  the  resumption  of 

grand  financier  of  confiscation,  and  comptroller  the  spoil,  which  one  day  might  be  made  (per- 

general  of  sacrilege,  he    and  his  coaiidjutors  haps  with  an  addition  of  punishment)  fi^m  the 

were,  in  my  opinion,  bound  to  shew,  by  their  sacrilegious  gripe  of  those  execrable  wretches 

subsequent  conduct,  that  ihey  knew  something  v^o  could  become  purchasers  at  the  auction  of 

of  the  office  they  assumed.    When  they  had  their  innocent  fellow-citizens.              « 

resolved  to  appropriate  to  the  f^tn,  a  certain  An  open  and  exact  statement  of  the  clear 

portion  of  the  landed  property  of  their  con-  value  of  the  property,  and  of  the  time,  the  cir- 

quered  country,  it  was  their  business  to  render  curostances,  and  the  place  of  sale,  were  all 

their  bank  a  real  fund  of  credit ;  as  far  as  necessary,  to  efface  as  much  as  possible  the 

stich  a  bank  was  capable  of  becoming  so.  stigma  that  has  hitherto  been  branded  on  every 

To  establish  a  current  circulating   credit  kind  of  Land-bank.     It  became   necessary 

upon  any  Zjcmd-bankj  under  any  circumstances  on  another  principle,  that  is,  on  account  of  a 

whatsoever,  has  hitherto  proved  difficult  at  pledgeof  faith  previously  given  on  that  subject, 

the   very  least.    The  attempt  has  commonly  that  their  future  fidelity  in  a  slippery  concern 

ended  in  bankruptcy.    But  when  the  assem-  might  be  established  by  their  adherence  to 

bly  were  led,  through  a  contempt  of  moral,  to  their  first    engagement.      When   they    had 

a  defiance  of  ceconomical  principles,  it  might  finally  determined  on  a  state  resource  from 

at  least  have  been  expected,   that   nothing  church  booty,  they  came,  on  the  14th  of  April 

woukl  be  omitted  on  their  part  to  lessen  this  1790,  to  a  solemn  resolution  on  the  subject; 

difficulty,  to  prevent  any  aggravation  of  this  and  pledged  themselves  to  their  country,  "  that 

bankruptcy.     It  might  be  expected,  that  to  in  the  statement  of  the  public  charges  for  each 

render  your  Land-hank  tolerable,  every  means  year,  there  should  be  brought  to  account  a  sum 

would  be  adopted  that  could  display  openness  sufficient  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 

and  candour  in  the  statement  of  the  security  ;  R.  C.  A.  religion,  the  support  of  the  ministers 

every  thing  which  could  aid  tho  recovery  of  at  the  altars,  the  relief  of  the  poor,  the  pen- 

the  demand.    To  take  things  in  their  most  sions  to  the  ecclesiastics,  secular  as  weU  as 

favourable  point  of  view,  your  condition  was  regular,  of  the  one  and  of  the  other  sex,  m 

that  of  a  man  of  a  large  landed  estate,  which  order  that  the  ealates  and  goods  xohich  are  at  the 

he  wished  to  dispose  of  for  the  discharge  of  a  disposal  of  the  nation  may  he  disengaged  of  all 

debt,  and  the  supply  of  certain  services.    Not  charges,  and  emjiioyed  hy  the  representativesj  of 

being  able  instantly  to  sell,  you  wished   to  the  legislative  body^  to  the  great  md  most  pressing 

mortgage.     What  would  a  man  of  fair  inten-  exigencies  of  the  state."   Tliey  further  engaged, 

tions,  and  a  commonly  clear  understanding,  do  on  the  same  day,  that  the  sum  necessary  for 

in  such  circumstances?  Ought  he  not  first  to  tho  year  1791  should  be  forthwith  determined, 

ascertain  the  gross  value  of  the  estate ;  the  In  this  resolution  they  aiUnit  it  their  duty  to 

charges  of  its  management  and  disposition ;  shew  distinctly  the  expense  of  the  above  ob- 

the  encumbrances  perpetual  and  temporary  of  jects,  which,  by  other  resolutions,  they  had 

a'l  kinds  that  effect  it ;  ^en,  striking  a  net  before  engaged  should  bo  first  in  the  order  cf 

surplus,  to  calculate  the  just  value  of  the  secu-  provision.    They  admit  that  they  ought   tr 

rityl  When  that  surplus  (the  <nily  security  shew  the  estate  clear  and  disengaged  of  aL 

10  the  creditor)  had  been  clearly  ascertained,  charges,  and  that  they  shoukl  shew  it  imm»' 

'.  diately.    Have  they  done  this  immediately,  « 

*  La  Brayere  of  Bossuet.  &'  ^y  time  ?  Have  they  over  furnished  a  rea  • 

Vol.  I.— 36  C  c 
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roQ  of  the  immovable  ettatat,  or  given  in  an  rapine  the  high  road  to-riches.    I  aubjoin  will 

inventory  of  the  moveable  eflecta  which  they  pleaaure,  in  a  note,  the  able   and  apirited 

confiscate  to  their  aisignats?  In  what  manner  obaervatioos  of  M.  de  Caloone  on  tliia  aab> 

they  can  fulfil  their  engagements  of  holding  out  ject.* 

to  public  service  "  an  estate  disengaged  of  all  In  ordw  to  persuade  the  world  of  the  bat- 

charges,"  without  authenticating  the  value  of  tomless  resource  of  ecclesiastical  ooofiscadoa, 

the  estate,  or  the  quantum  of  the  charges,  I  the  assembly  have  proceeded  to  other  confisei 

leive  it  to  their  English  admirers  to  explain,  tions  of  estates  in  offices,  which  could  not  bn 

Instantly  upon  this  assurance,  and  previously  done  with  any  common  colour  without  being 

to  any  one  step  towards  making  it  good,  they  compensated  out  of  this  grand  confiscatiao  ol 

issue,  on  the  credit  of  so  handsome  a  declara-  landed  property.    They  have  thrown  lipon  this 

tion,  sixteen  millions  sterling  of  their  paper,  fund,  which  was  to  shew  a  surplus,  diseo- 

This  was  manly.    Who,  afler  this  masterly  gaged  of  all  charges,  a  new  charge ;  namely, 

Btrdce,  can  doubt  of  their  abilities  in  finance?  Uie  compemnticm  to  the  whole  body  of  the  db- 

— But  then,l>efore  any  other  omissicHi  of  these  banded  judicature;  and  of  all  suppressed  oA 

financial  indtUgendeSf  they  took  care  at  least  to  fices  and  estates ;  a  charge  which  I  cannot 

make  good  their  original  promise! — ^If  such  ascertain,  but  which  unquestionably  amoonti 

estimate,  either  of  Uie  value  of  the  estate  or  to  many  French  millions.     Another  of  the 

the  amount  of  the  incumbrances,  has  been  new  charges,  is  an  annut^  of  four  hundred 

made,  ithasescqied  me.    I  never  heard  of  it.  and  eighty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  to  be 

At  length  they  have  spoken  out,  and  they  paid  (UT  they  choose  to  keep  faith)  by  dail; 

have  made  a  full  discovery  of  their  abominable  payments,  for  the  interest  of  the  first  assignatii. 

fraud,  in  holding  out  the  church  lands  as  secu-  Have  they  eve^  given  themselves  the  troi^ 

rity  fbr  any  debts  or  any  service  whatsoever,  to  state  fairly  the  expense  of  the  management 

They  rob  only  to  enable  them  to  cheat ;  but  of  the  church  lands  in  the  hands  of  the  munid* 

in  a  very  short  time  they  defeat  the  ends  both  palities,  to  whose  care,  skill,  and  diligeKx, 

of  the  robbery  and  the  fraud,  by  making  out  and  that  of  their  legion  of  unknown  under 

accounts  for  other  purposes,  which  blow  up  agents,  they  have  chosen  to  commit  the  charge 

theirwhole  apparatus  of  force  and  of  deception,  of  the  forfeited  estates,  and  the  ooosequeaee 
I  am  obliged  to  M.  de  Calonne  for  his  refer- 

euce  to  the  document  which  proves  this  extra-  *  "  Ce  n'est  point  a  Uassemblee  eniiere  qoe 
ordinary  fact :  it  had  by  some  means  escaped  J«  m»adreese  ici ;  jc  ne  parle  qu'a  ceux  qui  le- 
».-  i^A^^  :«  «,«-  M<x»  »a^<.«..^  »«  »..iro  «..♦  g*reni,  en  lui  cachantsous  des gazes  seduisaot* 
me.  Indeed  It  was  not  necesaary  to  make  out  ea  le  but  ou  ita  I'emralnent.  Vest  a  eox  qoe 
my  assertion  as  to  the  breach  of  faith  on  the  je  dis  :  voire  objet,  vous  n»en  disconviendrex 
declaration  of  the  14th  of  April  1790.  By  a  re-  pas,  c'est  d'oter  tout  cspoir  au  clerge,  et  de  con- 
port  of  their  committee  it  now  appears,  that  »ommer  sa  rulne ;  c'est-la,  en  ne  vous  soup 
!l  u  ri  •  .u  J  J  I  •  Connanl  d  aucune  combinaison  de  cupidne, 
the  charge  of  keepmg  up  the  reduced  ecclesi-  ^^^^^^  „gard  le  jeu  des  eflfets  publics,  c'e^l. 
astical  establishments,  and  other  expenses  at-  ce  qu^on  doit  croire  que  vous  avez  en  vue  dans 
tendant  on  religion,  and  maintaining  the  ro-  la  terrible  operation  que  vous  proposes ;  c'eat 
ligious  of  both  sexes,  retained  or  pensioned,  ««  H"!  doit  en  etre  ie  fruit.  Mais  le  peupla  qui 
^j  .,  .,  '  .  .  '^  r  .u  ^0"8  y  intferessez,  quel  avantafe  peut-il  y  trou- 
and  the  other  concomitant  expenses  of  the  yer?  En  vous  ecrVant  saneTesirde  lui,  que 
same  nature,  which  they  have  brought  upon  faitesvous  pour  lui?  Rien,  abeohimeac  rien^ 
themselves  by  this  convulsion   in  property,  el,  au  contraire,  vous  faiiea  ce  qui  ne  conduit 

exceeds  the  income  of  the  estates  acquired  by  J^'^  Hu??'''f-n'lf  r.hTSJl!"  ''^^'^*'  /^ 

•^  .     .                                -^         .„.    ^  _.    i-  avez  rejeie,  a  son  prejudice,  une  offre  de  4(W 

It  m  the  enormous  sum  of  twomiUions  sterling  miniona.  dont  l>accepteUon  pouvoU  devenir  on 

annually ;  besides  a  debt  of  seven  millions  and  moyen  ae  soulagemeiu  en  sa  faveur  ;  ei  a  ceut 

upwards.      These  are  the  calculating  powers  ressource,  ausai  profitable  que  legitime,  Tout 

of  imposture !  This  is  the  finance  of  phUoso-  Hf^^  1"^±''?.  ""* Si)*'?  '■"^«"»«.  ^^}^  ^ 

u    I  Vfil-    •   .u           1.   r  II  .l    j  1     •       u  u  voire  propre  aveu,  chart^e   le  iresor  public,  et 

phy !  This  is  the  resultof  all  the  delusions  held  parconsequent  le  peuple,  d»im  surcroii  de  de- 

out  to  engage  a  miserable  people  in  rebellion,  pense  annuelle  de  50  millions  au  moioa,  et  d*ua 

murder,  and  sacrilege,    and  to   make    them  remboursemcnt  de  150  millions, 

prompt  and  zealous  instruments  in  the  ruin  of  "Malheureux  peuple  I  voila  ce  que  vous  ra« 

Tl  •           .     I  XT         jj       .  .     •           ^  cn  dernier  resultail  'expropriation  d'Eelice,  et 

their  country !  Never  did  a  state,  m  any  case,  ,a  dureie  des  decrets  tixaieura  du  iM&ei^ni 

enrich  itself  by  the  confiscations  of  the  citizens,  ties  mlnlstres  d'une  religion  bjenfaisanie;  it 

This  new  experiment  has  succeeded  like  all  formais  lis  aeront  a  voire  charge  :  leurs  chariw 

thereat.    Every  honest  mind,  every  true  lover  f"ulageoieni  les  pauvres;   et  vous  allex  ein 

-  ,./^  ,/         ..  .     ••       »    c_j     Imposes  pour  subvenir  a  leur  eniretlen  !*» • 

of  liberty  and  humanity,  must  rejoice  to  find  oe  PElat  d^  la  France,  p.  81.      See  also  p 

that  injustice  is  not  always  good  policy,  nor  92,  and  the  following  pages. 
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of  which  had  been  so  ably  pointed  out  by  the  What  moat  have  been  the  state  into  which  the 
bishop  oTNancy?  assembly  has  brought  your  affiiirsi  thai  the 
But  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  on  these  ob-  relief  afibrded  by  so  vast  a  supply  has  been 
vious  heads  of  incumbrance.  Have  they  made  hardly  perceptible  ?     This  paper  also  felt  an 
cut  any  clear  state  of  the  grand  incumbrance  almost  immediate  depreciation  of  five  per  cent. 
of  all,  I  mean  the  whole  of  the  general  and  which  in  a  litde  time  came  to  about  seven, 
municipal  establishments  of  all  sorts,  and  com-  The  effect  of  these  assignats  on  the  receipt 
pared  it  with  the  regular  income  by  revenue  1  of  the  revenue  is  remarkable.    Mr.  Necker 
Every  deficiency  in  these  becomes  a  charge  found  that  the  collectors  of  the  revenue,  who 
on  the  confiscated  estate,  before  the  creditor  received  in  coin,  paid  the  treasury  in  amgnatt, 
can  plant  his  cabbages  on  an  acre  of  church  The  collectors  made  seven  per  cent,  by  thus 
]Mx>perty.    There  is  no  other  prop  than  thia  receiving  in  money,  and  accounting  in  dcpre- 
confiscation  to  keep  the  whole  state  fix>m  tum-  ciated  paper.    It  was  not  very  difiicult  to  foro- 
Uing  to  the  ground.    In  this  situation  they  see,  that  this  must  be  inevitable.    It  was, 
have  purposely  covered  all  that  they  ought  in-  however,  not    the   loss  embarrassing.     Mr. 
dustriously  to  have  cleared,  with  a  thick  f(^;  Necker  was  obliged  (I  believe,  (or  a  considor- 
and  then,  blindfold  tliemselves,  like  bulls  that  able  part,  in  the  market  of  London)  to  buy 
shut  their  eyes  when  they  push,  they  drive,  by  gold  and  silver  for  the  mint,  which  amounted 
the  point  of  the  bayonets,  their  slaves,  blind-  to  about  twelve  thousand  pounds  above  the 
folded  indeed  no  worse  than  their  lords,  to  take  value  of  the  commodity  gained.    That  minis- 
their  fictions  for  currencies,  and  to  swallow  (tr  was  of  opinion,  that  whatever  their  secret 
down  paper  pills  by  thirty-four  millions  ster-  nutritive  virtue  might  be,  the  state  could  not 
ling  at  a  dose.   Then  they  proudly  lay  in  their  live  upon  auignaU  alone ;  that  some  real  sil- 
clHim  to  a  future  credit,  on  failure  of  all  their  ver  was  necessary,  particularly  for  the  satia- 
past  engagements,  and  at  a  time  when  (if  in  faction  of  those  who,  having   iron   in  their 
such  a  matter  any  thing  can  be  clear)  it  is  hands,  were  not  likely  to  distinguish  them- 
clear  that  the  surplus  estates  will  never  answer  selves  for  patience,  when  they  should  perceive 
even  the  first  of  their  mortgages,  1  mean  that  that  whilst  an  increase  of  pay  was  held  out  to 
of  the  four  hundred  millions  (or  sixteen  mil-  them  in  real  money,  it  was  again  to  be  fraudu- 
lions  sterling)  of  auignatt.    In  all  this  proce-  Icntly  drawn  back  by  depreciated  paper.    The 
dure  I  can  discern  neither  the  solid  sense  of  minister,  in  this  very  natural  distress,  applied 
plain  dealing,  nor  the  subtle  dexterity  of  inge-  to  the  assembly,  that  they  should  order  the  col- 
nious  fraud.    The  objection  within  the  assem-  lectors  to  pay  in  specie  what  in  specie  they 
bly  to  pulling  up  the  flood-gates  for  this  inun-  had  received.    It  could  not  escape  him,  that 
dation  of  fraud,  are  unanswered ;  but  they  are  if  the  treasury  paid  three  per  cent,  for  the  use 
thoroughly  refuted  by  an  hundred  thousand  of  a  currency,  which  should  be  returned  seven 
financiers  in  the  street.    These  are  the  num-  per  cent,  worse  than  the  minister  issued  it, 
bers  by  which  the  metaphysic  arithmeticians  such  a  dealing  could  not  very  greatly  tend  to 
compute.   These  are  the  grand  calculations  on  enrich    the   public.     The  assembly  took  no 
which  a  philosophical  public  credit  is  founded  notice  of  his  recommendation.    They  were  in 
in  France.     They  cannot  raise  supplies;  but  this  dilemma — ^If  they  continued  to  receive  the 
they  can  raise  mobs.    Let  them  rejoice  in  the  assignats,  cash  must  become  an  alien  to  their 
applauses  of  the  club  at  Dundee,  for  their  wis-  treasury :  if  the  treasury  should  refuse  those 
dom  and  patriotism  in  having  thus  applied  the  paper  amuieUf  or  should  discountenance  them 
plunder  of  the  citizens  to  the  service  of  the  in  any  degree,  they  must  destroy  the  credit  of 
state.    I  hear  of  no  address  upon  this  subject  their  sole  resource.     They  seem  then  to  have 
fiK)m  the  directors  of  the  bank  of  England;  made  their  option;  and  to  have  given  some 
though  their  approbation  would  be  of  a  UttU  sort  of  credit  to  their  paper  by  taking  it  them- 
moro  weight  in  the  scale  of  credit  than  that  of  sehres ;  at  the  same  time  in  their  speeches 
the  club  at  Dundee.    But,  to  do  justice  to  the  they  made  a  sort  of  swaggering  declaration, 
dub,  I  believe  the  gentlemen  who  compose  it  something,  I  rather  think,  above  legislative 
to  be  wiser  than  they  appear ;  that  they  wtU  competence ;  that  is,  that  there  is  nodifl^crcnco 
be  less  liberal  of  their  money  than  of  their  in  value  between  metallic  money  and  their 
addresses  ;  and  that  they  would  not  give  a  dog*9  assignats.    This  was  a  good  stout  proof  article 
ear  of  their  most  rumpled  and  ragged  Scotch  of  &ilh,  pronounced  under  an  anathema,  by 
paper  ibr  twenty  of  your  fairest  assignats.  the  venerable  fathers  of  this  philosophic  ay- 
Early  in  this  year  the  assembly  issued  paper  nod.     Crtdat  who  will— certainly  not  JwUm% 
Lc  the  amount  of  sixteen  millions  sterling:  Jip^la, 


564     REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCK. 

A  noble  indignation  rises  in  the  minds  of  It  is  as  little  worA  remarking  any  &rtlwr 

your  popular  leaders,  on  hearing  the  magic  upon  all  their  drawing  and  rendrawing,  oa 

Lanthom  in  their  shew  of  finance  c(Hnpared  to  their  circulation  for  putting  off  the  eril  day, 

the  fraodulent  exhibitions  of  Mr.  Law.    Thej  on  the  play  between  the  treasury  and  the 

cannot  bear  to  hear  the  sands  of  his  Missis-  Caitae  ^EaeompUf  and  on  all  these  old  ex- 

tippi  compared  with  the  rock  of  the  church|  ploded  contnTances  of  mercantile  fraud,  now 

on  which  they  build  their  system.    Pray  let  exalted  into  policy   of  state.    Thn  rerenue 

them  suppress  thn  glorious  spirit,  unlU  they  will  not  be  trifled  with.    The  prattling  about 

shew  to  the  world  what  piece  of  s(4id  ground  the  rights  of  men  will  not  be  accepted  in  pay> 

there  is  for  their  assignats,  which  they  hare  ment  for  a  biscuit  or  a  pound  of  gun-powder, 

not  pre>occupied  by  other  charges.    They  do  Here  then  the  metaphysicians  de«»nd  from 

injustice  to  that  great,  mother  fraud,  to  com-  their  airy  speculations,  and  fiiithfully  foDow 

pare  it  with  their  degenerate  imitation.    It  is  examples.    What  examples  ?  The  examples 

not  true  that  Law  built  solely  on  a  speculation  of  bankrupt.  But  defeated,  baffled,  disgraced, 

concerning  the  Mississippi.    He  added  the«  when  their  breath,  their  strength,  their  inven- 

East  India  trade ;  ho  added  the  African  trade ;  tions,  their  fancies  desert  them,  their  coofi> 

he  added  the  farms  of  all  the  farmed  revenue  dence  still  maintains  its  ground.    In  themani- 

of  France.    All  these  together  unquestionably  fest  failure  of  their  abilities,  they  take  credit 

could  not  support  the  structure  which  the  public  for  their  benevolence.     When  the    revenue 

enthusiasm,  not  he,  chose  to  build  upon  these  disi4)pears  in  their  hands,  they  have  tlic  pre> 

bases.    But  these  were,  however,  in  compa^  sumption,  in  some  of  their  late  proceedings, 

rison,  generous  delusions.    They  supposed,  to  value  ihemidve$  on  the  relief  ^iven  to  the 

and  the^  aimed  at  an  increase  of  the  com-  people.    They  did  not  relieve  the  people.    If 

merce  <jC  France.     They  opened  to  it  the  they  entertained  such  intentionj,  why  did  they 

whole  range  of  the  two  hemispheres.    They  order  the  obnoxious  taxes  to  be  paid?   The 

did  not  think  of  feeding  France  from  its  own  people  relieved  themselves  in  i^ite  of  the  as> 

substance.     A  grand  imagination   found  in  sembly. 

this  flight  of  commerce  something  to  captivate.  But  waving  all  discussion  on  the  parties 
It  was  wherewithal  to  dazzle  the  eye  of  an  who  may  claim  the  merit  of  this  fallacious 
eagle.  It  was  not  made  to  entice  the  smell  of  relief,  has  thero  been,  ir  effect,  any  relief  to 
a  mole,  nuzzling  and  burying  himself  in  his  the  people  in  any  form?  Mr.  BaiUy,  one<^ 
mother  earth,  as  yours  is.  Men  were  not  the  grand  agents  of  paper  circulation,  lets  you 
then  quite  shrunk  from  their  natural  dimen-  into  the  nature  of  this  relief!  His  speedi  to 
sions  by  a  degrading  and  sordid  philosophy,  the  national  assembly  contained  a  high  and 
and  fitted  for  low  and  vulgar  deceptions,  laboured  panegyric  on  the  inhabitants  of  Paris 
Above  ail  remember,  that  in  imposing  on  the  for  the  constancy  and  unbroken  resolution  with 
imagination,  the  then  managers  of  the  system  v^ich  they  have  borne  their  distress  and  mi- 
made  a  compliment  to  the  freedom  of  men.  sery.  A  fine  picture  of  ptiblic  felicity !  >Vhat! 
In  their  fraud  thero  was  no  mixture  of  force,  great  courage  and  unconquerable  firmness  of 
This  was  reserved  to  our  time,  to  quench  the  mind  to  endure  benefits,  and  sustain  redress ! 
little  glimcierings  of  reason  which  might  One  would  think  from  the  speech  oC  this 
break  in  upon  the  solid  darkness  of  this  en-  learned  lord  mayor,  that  the  Parisians,  for 
lightened  age.  this  twelvemonth  past,  had  been  suffering  the 

On  recollection,  I  have  said  nothing  of  a  straits  of  some  dreadful  blockade  ;  that  Henry 

scheme  of  finance  which  may  be  urged  in  tho  Fourth  had  been  stopping  up  the  avenues 

favour  of  the  abilities  of  these  gentlemen,  and  to  their  supply,  and  Sully  thundermg  with  his 

which  has  been  introduced  with  great  pomp,  ordnance  hi  the  gates  of  Paris ;   when  m 

though  not  yet  finally  adopted  in  the  national  reality  they  are  besieged  by  no  other  enemies 

assembly.    It  comes  with  something  solid  in  than  their  own  madness  and  folly,  their  own 

aid  of  tho  credit  of  the  paper  circulation  ;  and  credulity  and  perverseness.     But  Mr.  Baillj 

much  has  been  said  of  its  utility  and  its  ele-  will  sooner  thaw  the  eternal  ice  of  his  adaa- 

gance.    I  mean  the  project  for  coining  into  tic  regions,  than  restore  the  central  heat  to 

money  the  bells  of  the  suppressed  churches.  Paris,  whilst  it  remains  "  smitten  with  the 

This  is  their  alchymy.    There  are  some  fol-  cold,  dry,  petrific  mace*'  of  a  false  and  unfeel- 

lics  which  baffle  argument ;  which  go  beyond  ing  philosophy.    Some  time  afler  this  speech, 

ridicule ;  and  which  excite  no  feeHng  in  us  that  is,  on  the  thirteenth  of  last  August,  the 

but  disgust;   and  therefore  I  say  no  more  same   magistrate,  giving  an  account  of  his 

upon  it.  government  at  the  bar  of  the  same  asscmblr. 
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expresies  himself  as  follows :  **  In  the  monUi  endeavour,  they  must  be  taught  their  consola- 

of  July  1789,"  [the  period  of  everlasting  com*  tion  in  the  final  prc^KNtions  <^  eternal  justice, 

roemoration,]   "  the  finances  of  the  city  of  Of  this  consolation  whoever  deprives  them, 

Paris  were  yti  in  good  order ;  the  expenditure  deadens  their  industry,  and  strikes  at  the  root 

was  counterbalanced  by  the  receipt,  and  she  of  all  acquisition  as  of  all  conservation.    He 

had  at  that  time  a  million"  [forty  thousand  that  does  this  is  the  cruel  oppressor,  the  mer> 

pounds  sterling]  "in  bank.    The   expenses  ciless  enemy  of  the  poor  and  wretched ;  at  the 

which  she  has  been  constrained  to  incur,  tub'  same  time  that  by  his  wicked  speculations  he 

wequent  to  the  revotutianf  amount  to  2,600,000  exposes  the  fruits  of  successful  industry,  and 

livres.    From  these  expenses,  and  the  great  the  accumulations  of  fortune,  to  the  plunder  of 

fidling  off  in  the  product  of  the  free  gtft»y  not  the  negligent,  the  disappointed,  and  the  uo> 

only  a  momentary,  but  a  tUd  want  of  money  prosperous. 

has  taken  place."     This  is  the  Paris,  upon  Too  many  of  the  financiers  by  profession 

whose  nourishment,  in  the  course  of  the  last  are  apt  to  see  nothing  in  revenue  but  banks, 

year,  such  immense  sums,  drawn   firom  the  and  circulations,  and  annuities  on  lives,  and 

vitals  of  all  France,  have  been  expended.  As  tontines,  and  perpetual  rents,  and  all  the  small 

long  as  Paris  stands  in  the  place  of  ancient  wares  of  the  shop.    In  a  settled  order  of  the 

Rome,  so  long  she  will  be  maintained  by  the  state,  these  things  are  not  to  be  slighted,  nor 

subject  provinces.     It  is  an  evil  inevitably  is  the  skill  in  them  to  be  held  of  trivial  esli* 

attendant  on  the  dominion  of  sovereign  demo-  mation.    They  are  good,  but  then  only  good, 

cratic  republics.    As  it  happened  in  Rome,  it  when  they  assume  the  efiects  of  that  settled 

may  survive  that  republican  domination  which  order,  and  are  built  upon  it.     But  when  men 

gave  rise  to  it.    In  that  case  despotism  itself  think  that  these  beggarly  contrivances  may 

must  submit  to  the  vices  of  popularity.  Rome,  sup(Jy  a  resource  for  the  evils  which  rcsuk 

under  her  emperours,  united  the  evils  of  both  from  breaking  up  the  foundations   of  public 

systems ;  and  this  unnatural  combination  was  order,  and  from  causing  or  suffering  the  prin- 

one  great  cause  of  her  ruin.  ciples  of  property  to  be  subverted,  they  will, 

To  tell  the  people  that  they  are  relieved  by  in  the  ruin  of  their  country,  leave  a  melan- 

the  dilapidation  of  their  public  estate,  is  a  choly  and  histing  monument  of  the  effect  of 

cruel  and   insolent    imposition.     Statesmen,  preposterous  politics,  and  presumptuous,  shortr 

before  they  valued  themselves  on  the  relief  sighted,  narrow-minded  wisdom, 

given  to  the  people  by  the  destruction  of  their  The  effects  of  tlie  incapacity  shewn  by  the 

revenue,  ought  first  to  have  carefully  attended  popular  leaders  in  all  the  great  members  of  the 

to  the  solution  of  this  proUem: — Whether  it  commonwealth  are  to  be  covered  with   the 

be  more  advantageous  to  the  people  to  pay  «  all-atoning   name"    of  liberty.     In   some 

considerably,  and  to  gain  in  proportion ;  or  to  people  I  see  great  liberty  indeed ;  in  many, 

gain  little  or  nothing,  and  to  be  disburtlioned  if  not  in  the  most,  an  oppressive  degrading 

of  all  contribution  ?    My  mind  is  made  up  to  servitude.    But  what  U  liberty  without  wis* 

decide  in  favour  of  the  first  proposition.    Ex-  dom,  and  without  virtue  ?   It  is  the  greatest  of 

perience  is  with  me,  and,  I  believe,  the  best  all  possible  evils ;  fur  it  is  folly,  vice,  and  mad* 

opinions  also.  To  keep  a  balance  between  the  ness,  without  tuition  or  restraint.    Those  who 

power  of  acquisition  on  the  part  of  the  subject,  know  what  virtuous  liberty  is,  cannot  bear  to 

and  the  demands  he  is  to  answer  on  the  part  of  see  it  dis<rraced  by  incapable  heads,  on  ac* 

the  state,  is  a  fundamental  part  of  the  ritill  of  a  count  of  their  having  high-sounding  words  in 

true  politician.    The  means  of  acquisition  are  their  mouths.    Grand,  swelling  sentiments  of 

prior  in  time  and    in    arrangement.     Good  liberty,  I  am  sure  I  do  not  despise.     They 

order  is  the  foundation  of  dl  good  things,  warm  the  heart;  they  enlarge  and  liberalize 

To  be  enabled  to  aotjliire,  the  people,  without  our  minds*;  they  animate  our  courage  in  a 

being  servile,  must  be  tractable  and  obedient,  time  of  confiict.    Okl  as  I  am,  I  read  the  fine 

The  magistrate  must  have  his  reverence,  the  raptures  of  Lucan  andComeille  with  pleasure. 

Uws  their  authority.    The  body  of  the  peo-  Neither  do  I  wholly  condemn  the  little  arts 

pie   must  not  find  the  principles  of  natural  and  devices  of  popularity.    They  facilitate 

subordination    by    art    rooted    out    of  their  the  carrying  of  many  points  of  moment ;  they 

minds.     They  must  respect   that    property  keep  the  people  tpg««her ;   they  refi'e^  the 

of  which  they  cannot  partake.    They  must  mind  in  its  exertions ;  and  they  diffuse  oocir 

labour    to  obtain    what   by  labour  can   be  sional  gaiety  over  the  severe  brow  of  moral 

obtained;  and  when  they  find,  as  they  com-  fireedom.    Every  politician  ought  to  sacrifiet 

monW  do,  the  success  duproportioncd  to  the  to  the  graces ;  and  to  join  compliance  with 
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revun.    But  in  such  an  mvdertaking  as  that  Some  usages  have  been  abolished  oo   /isi 

in  France,  all  these  suljsi(iir.ry  sentiments  and  grounds ;  but  they  were  such,  that  if  iney  had 

artifices  arc  of  little  avail.    To  make  a  go-  stood  as  they  were  to  all  eternity,  they  would 

Temmcnt  requires  no  great  prudence.    Seule  little  detract  from  the  happiness  and  prosperi^ 

the  seat  of  power ;  tc2i:h  obedience :  and  the  of  any  state.    The  improvements  of  the  na- 

work  is  done.     To  give  freedom  is  still  more  tional  assembly  are  superficial,  their  enroun 

easy.    It  is  not  necessary  to  guide;   it  only  fundamental. 

requires  to  let  go  the  rein.    But  to  form  a/ree  Whatever  tliey  are,  I  wish  my  countiymei 

government ;  that  is,  to  temper  together  these  rather  to  recommend  to  our  neighbours  the 

opposite  eferoents  of  liberty  and  restraint  in  example  of  the  British  constitution,  than  to 

(ooe  consistent  work,  requires  much  thought,  take  models  fix>m  them  for  the  improvement  of 

deep  reflection,  a  sagacious,  powerful,  and  our  own.    In  the  former  they  have  got  an  in> 

combining  mind.    This  I  do  not  find  in  those  valuable  treasure.     They  are  not,  I  think, 

who  take  the  lead  in  the  national  assembly,  without  some   causes  of  apprehension   and 

Perhaps  they  are  not  so  miserably  deficient  as  complaint ;  but  these  they  do  not  owe  to  their 

they  appear.     I  rather  believe  it.    It  would  constitution,  but  to  their  own  conduct.    I  think 

put  them  below  the  common  level  of  human  our  happy  situation  owing  to  our  constitution  ; 

understanding.     But  when  the  leaders  choose  but  owing  to  the  whole  of  it,  and  not  to  any 

to  make  themselves  bidders  at  an  auction  of  part  singly;  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  what 

popularity,  their  talents,  in  the  construction  of  we  have  left  standing  in  our  several  reviews 

the  state,  will  bo  of  no  service.     They  will  and  rcformati<Ni5,  as  well  as  to  what  we  have 

become  flatterers  instead  of  legislators ;  the  altered  or  superadded.    Our  people  will  find 

instruments,  not  the  guides  of  the  people.     If  employment  enough  for  a  truly  patriotic,  free, 

any  of  them  should  happen  to  propose  a  scheme  and  independent  spirit,  in  guarding  what  they 

of  liberty,  soberly  limited,  and  defined  with  possess  from  violation.    I  wouki  not  exclude 

proper  qualifications,  he  will  be  immediately  alteration  neither;  but  even  when  I  changed, 

outbid  by  his  competitors,  whq  will  produce  it  should  be  to  preserve.    I  should  be  led  to 

something  more  splendiilly  popular.    Suspi-  my  remedy  by  a  great  grievance.     In  what  1 

oions  will  be  raised  of  his  fidelity  to  his  cause,  did,  I  should  follow  the  example  of  our  unce?- 

Moderation  will  bo  stigmatized  as  the  virtue  tors.    I  would  make  the  reparation  as  noarlv 

of  cowards ;  and  compromise  as  the  prudence  as  possible  in  the  style  of  the  building.    A 

of  traitors ;   until,  in  hopes  of  preserving  the  politic  caution,  a  guarded  circumsi>cction,  a 

credit  which  may  enable  Mm  to  temper  and  moral  rather  than  a  complexional  timidity, 

moderate  on  some  occasions,  the  popular  leader  were  among  the  ruling  principles  of  our  foro* 

isobliged  to  become  active  in  propagating  doc-  fathers  in  their  iitost  decided  conducL    Not 

trines,  and  establishing  powers,  that  will  afler-  being  illuminated  with  the  light  of  which  the 

wards  defeat  any  sober  purpose  at  which  he  gentlemen  of  France  tell  us  they  have  got  so 

ultimately  might  have  aimed.  abundant  a  share,  they  acted  imder  a  stron{« 

But  am  I  so  unreasonable  as  to  see  nothing  impression  of  the  ignorance  and  fallibility  of 

at  all  that  deserves  commendation  in  the  inde*  mankind.   He  that  had  made  them  thus  fallible, 

fittigable  labours  of  this  •asseiably?    I  do  not  rewarded  them  for  having  in  their  conduct  at- 

deny  that  among  an  infinite  number  of  acts  of  tended  to  their  nature.    Let  us  imitate  their 

violence  and  folly,  some  good  may  have  been  caution,  if  we  wish  to  deserve  their  fortune,  or 

done.    They  who  destroy  every  thing  certainly  to  retain  their  bequests.    Let  us  add,  if  ^e 

wiQ  remove  some  grievance.    They  who  make  please,  but  let  us  preserve  what  they  have  lefl ; 

every  thing  new,  have  a  chance  that  they  may  and,  standing  on  the  firm  ground  of  the  British 

establish  something  beneficial.    To  give  them  constitution,  let  us  be  satisfied  to  admire,  ra* 

credit  for  what  they  have  done  in  virtue  of  the  ther  than  attempt  to  follow  in  their  dei^rate 

authority  they  have  usurped,  or  to  excuse  them  flights  the  aeronauts  of  Ffance. 

in  the  crimes  by  which  that  authority  has  been  I  have  told  you  candidly  my  sentiments.    I 

acquired ,  it  must  appear,  that  the  same  things  think  they  are  not  likely  to  siter  yours.    I  do 

could  not  have  been  accomplislied  without  pro*  not  know  that  they  ought.    You  are  young; 

ducing  sud)  a  revolution.   Most  assuredly  they  you  cannot  guide,  but  must  follow  the  fortune 

might ;  because  almost  every  one  of  the  regu-  of  your  country.    But  hereafter  thoy  may  be 

lations  made  by  them,  which  is  not  very  equi-  of  some  use  to  you,  in  some  future  form  wfakfa 

vocal,  was  either  in  the  cession  of  the  king,  your  conunonwealth  may  take.    In  the  preseot 

vohaitarily  made  at  the  meeting  of  the  states,  it  can  hardly  remain ;  but  before  its  final  set- 

or  in  the  conctnrent  instructions  to  the  orders,  tlement  it  may  be  obliged  to  pass,  as  one  ol 
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«ur  poet  says,  "  through  great  yarieties  of  un-  employed  on  your  aflaira ;  and  who  in  so  donl| 

tried  being,"  and  in  all  its  transmigrations  to  persuades  himself  he  has  not  departed  from  hia 

be  purified  by  fire  and  blood.  usual  office :  they  come  from  one  who  desires 

I  have  little  to  recommend  my  opinions  but  honours,  distinctions,  and  emoluments,  but  lit- 

long  observation  and  much  impartiality.   They  tlo ;  and  who  expects  them  not  at  all ;  who  has 

come  from  one  who  has  been  no  tool  of  power,  no  contempt  for  fame,  and  no  fear  of  obloquy ; 

no  flatterer  of  greatness ;  and  who  in  his  last  who  shuns  contention,  though  he  will  hazard 

acts  does  not  wish  to  belie  the  tenour  of  his  an  opinion :  from  one  who  wishes  to  presenre 

life.     They  come  from  one,  almost  the  whole  consistency ;  but  who  would  preserve  consi*- 

«if  whoso  public  exertion  has  been  a  struggle  tency  by  varying  his  means  to  secure  the  unity 

for  the  liberty  of»others ;  from  one  in  whose  of  his  end ;  and,  when  the  equipoise  of  the 

breast  no  anger  durable  or  vehement  has  ever  vessel  in  which  he  sails  may  be  endangered 

been  kindled,  but  by  what  be  considered  as  by   overloading   it  upon  one  side,  is   desi- 

tyranny ;  and  who  snatches  from  his  share  in  rous  of  carr}'ing   the   small  weight  of  hia 

the  endeavours  which  are  used  by  good  men  to  reasons  to  that  which  may  preserve  its  equ^ 

discredit  opulent  oppression,  the  hours  he  haa  poise. 


A  LETTER  FROM  MR.  BURKE 

TO  A  MEMBER  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY;  IN  ANSWER  TO  SOME 

OBJECTIONS  TO  HIS  BOOK  ON  FRENCH  AFFAIRS.    1791. 

Sir, — I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  design  of  the  architects  then  in  the  execution 

of  the  17th  of  November  last;  in  which,  with  of  the  masons.    It  was  not  worth  my  reader's 

some  exceptions,  you  are  pleased  to  consider  while  to  occupy  himself  with  the  alterations  by 

favourably  the  letter  I  have  written  on  the  which  bungling  practice  corrects  absurd  theory, 

affairs  of  France.    I  shall  ever  accept  any  mark  Such  an  investigation  would  be  endless:  be- 

of  approbation,  attended  with  instruction,  with  cause  every  day's  past  experience  of  impra^ 

more  pleasure  than  general  and  unqualified  ticabllity  has  driven,  and  every  day's  fiiture 

praises.     The  latter  can  serve  only  to  flatter  experience  will  drive,  those  men  to  new  de- 

our  vanity ;  the  former,  whilst  it  encourages  us  vices  as  exceptionable  as  the  old ;  and  which 

to  proceed,  may  help  to  improve  us  in  our  are  no  otherwise  worthy  of  observation  than  at 

progress.  they  give  a  daily  proof  of  the  delusion  of  their 

Some  of  the  errours  you  point  out  to  me  in  promises,  and  the  falsehood  of  their  professioos. 
my  printed  letter  are  really  such.  One  only  Had  I  followed  all  these  changes,  my  letter 
I  find  to  be  material.  It  is  corrected  in  the  would  have  been  only  a  gazette  of  their  wan- 
edition  which  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  to  derings ;  a  journal  of  their  march  from  erroor 
you.  As  to  the  cavils  which  may  be  made  on  to  errour,  through  a  diy  dreary  desert,  unguided 
some  part  of  my  remarks,  with  regard  to  the  by  the  lights  of  heaven,  or  by  the  contrivanca 
gradatioru  in  your  new  constitution,  you  ob-  which  wisdom'  has  invented  to  supply  their 
serve  justly,  that  they  do  not  aflfoct  the  sub-  place. 

stance  of  my  objections.    Whether  there  be  a  I  am  unalterably  persuaded,  that  the  attempt 

round  more  or  less  in  the  ladder  of  represcnta-  to  oppress,  degrade,   impoverish,  confiscate, 

tion,  by  which  your  workmen  ascend  from  their  and  extinguish  the   original  gentlemen,  and 

parochial  tyranny  to  their   federal  anardiy,  landed  property  of  a  whole  nation,  cannot  be 

when  the  whole  scalb  is  false,  appears  to  me  justified  under  any  form  it  may  assume.   I  am 

of  little  or  no  importance.  satisfied  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  project  of 

I  published  my  thoughts  on  that  constitution,  turning  a  great  empire  into  a  vestry,  or  into  a 

that  my  counUymen  might  be  enabled  to  esti-  collection  of  vestries,  and  of  governing  it  in 

mate  the  wisdom  of  the  plans  which  were  held  the  spirit  of  a  parochial  administration,  is 

out  to  their  imitation.    I  conceived  that  the  senseless  and  absurd,  in  any  mode,  or  with  any 

true  character  of  those  plans  would  be  best  col-  qualifications.    I  can  never  be  convinced,  that 

ected  firom  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  scheme  of  placing  the  highest  powers  oi 

them.    I  thought  that  the  scheme  of  their  buiU  the  state  in  churdi wardens  and  constables,  and 

din*  would  be   better  comprehended  in  the  other  such  officers,  guided  by  the  .prudence  at 
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attornM,  and  Jew  broken,  and  aet  Wecannotaetontheae  anunalieaintlMi 

m  action  by  sharoeleM  women  of  the  lowest  of  men.    I  do  not  ooooetve  that  the 

condition,  by  keepers  of  hoCeb,  tavema  and  who  have  conthred  these  things  can  be  made 

brothels,  by  port  apprentices,  by  clerks,  shop-  much  the  better  or  the  worse  for  any  thing 

boys,  hair-dressers,  fiddlers,  and  dancers  on  which  can  be  said  to  them.     7Vy  are  reason 

the  stage,  (who,  in  such  a  commonwealth  as  proof.    Here  and  there,  some  men,  who  were 

yours,  will  in  future  overbear,  as  already  they  at  first  carried  away  by  wild  good  intentions, 

have  overborne,  the  sober  incapacity  of  dull  maybe  led,  when  their  first  fervours  are  abated, 

omnstroctod  men,  of  useful  but  laborious  occu-  to  join  in  a  sober  survey  of  the  acheacs  into 

pations,)  can  never  be  put  into  any  shape,  that  which  they  had  been  deluded.    To  those  only 

must  not  be  both  disgraceful  and  destructive,  (and  I  am  sorry  to  say  they  are  not  likely  to 

The  whole  of  this  project,  even  if  it  were  what  make  a  large  description)  we  apply  with  any 

h  pretends  to  be,  and  was  not  in  reality  the  hope.    I  may  speak  it  upon  an  assurance  al> 

dominion,  through  that  disgraceful  medium,  of  most  approaching  to  absolute  knowledge,  that 

half  a  dozen,  or  perhaps  fewer,  intriguing  poli-  nothing  has  been  done  that  has  not  been  oon- 

ticians,  is  so  mean,  so  low-minded,  so  stupid  a  trived  from  the   beginning,  even  before   the 

contrivance,  in  point  of  wisdom,  as  well  as  so  states  had  assembled.    Nulla  nova  mifu  ra 

perfectly  detestable  for  its  wickedness,  that  I  tnoptmnw  turgit.    They  are  the  same  men  and 

must  always  consider  the  correctives  which  the  same  designs  that  they  were  from  the  first, 

might  make  it  in  any  degree  practicable,  to  be  tfaoogh  varied  in  their  appearance.    It  was  the 

so  many  new  objections  to  it.  very  same  animal  that  at  first  crawled  about  in 

In  that  wretched  state  of  things,  some  are  the  shape  of  a  caterpillar,  that  you  now  see  rise 

afraid  that  the  authors  of  your  miseries  may  be  into  the  air,  and  expand  his  wings  to  the  sun. 
led  to  precipitate  their  further  designs,  by  the         Proceeding,  therefore,  as  we  are  obliged  to 

hints  they  nmy  receive  from  the  very  argu-  proceed,  that  is  upon  an  hypothesis  that  we 

ments  used  to  expose  the  absurdity  of  their  address  rational  men,  can  &1»d  political  prin- 

systero,  to  mark  the  incongruity  of  its  parts,  cifdes  be  more  effectually  exposed,  than  by 

and  its  inconsistency  with  their  own  principles;  demonstrating  that  they  lead  to  consequences 

and  that  your  masters  may  be  led  to  render  directly  inconsistent  ttiith  and  subversive  of  the 

their  schemes  more  consistent,  by  rendering  arrangements  grounded  upon  them  ?    If  thii 

them  more  mischievous.    Excuse  the  liberty  kind  6C  demonstration  is  not  permitted,  the 

which  your  indulgence  authorizes  me  to  take,  process  of  reasoning  called  dedtudo  ad  attur- 

when  I  observe  to  you,  that  such  apprehensions  dum,  which  even  the  severity  of  geometry  does 

as  these  would  prevent  all  exertion  of  our  fa-  not  reject,  could  not  be  employed  at  all  in  le- 

eokies  in  this  great  cause  of  mankind.  gislative  discussions.    One  of  our  strongest 

A  rash  recourse  to /once  is  not  to  be  justified  weapons  against  folly  acting  with  authority, 

In  a  state  of  real  weakness.    Such  attempts  would  be  lost. 

bring  on  disgrace;  and,  in  their  failure,  dis-         You  know,  Sir,  that  even  the  virtuous  efforts 

countenance  and  discourage  more  rational  en-  of  your  patriots  to  prevent  the  ruin  of  your 

deavours.   But  reaton  is  to  be  hazarded,  though  country  have  had  this  very  turn  given  to  them, 

it  may  be  perverted  by  craft  and  sophistry ;  It  has  been  said  here,  and  in  France  too,  that 

for  reason  can  suffer  no  loss  nor  shame,  nor  the  reigning  usurpers  would  not  have  carried 

can  it  impede  any  useful  plan  of  future  policy,  their  tyranny  to  such  destructive  lengths,  if 

In  the  unavoidable  uncertainty,  as  to  the  effect,  they  had  not  been  stimulated  and  provoked  to 

which  attends  on  every  measure  of  human  pni-  it  by  the  acrimony  of  your  opposition.    There 

dence,  nothing  seems  a  surer  antidote  to  the  is  a  dilemma  to  which  every  opposition  to  sue 

poison  of  fraud  than  its  detection.    It  is  true  cessful  iniquity  must,  in  the  nature  of  things, 

the  fraud  may  be  swallowed  after  this  disco-  be  liable.    If  you  lie  still,  you  are  considered 

very ;  and  perhaps  even  swallowed  the  more  as  an  accomplice  in  the*  measures  in  which 

greedily  for  being  a  detected  fraud.  Men  some-  you  silently  acquiesce.    If  you  resist,  you  are 

times  make  a  point  of  honour  not  to  be  disa-  accused  of  provoking  irritable  power  to  new 

based ;  and  they  had  rather  fall  into  an  hundred  excesses.     The  conduct  of  a  losing  party  never 

errours  than  confess  one.   But  after  all, — when  appears  right :  at  least  it  never  can  possess 

neither  our  principles  nor  our  dispositions,  nor,  die  only  infallible  criterion  of  wisdom  to  vulgar 

perhaps,  our  talents,  enable  us  to  encounter  judgments — success. 

delusion  with  delusion,  we  most  use  our  best        The  indulgence  of  a  sort  of  undefined  br^^ 

reason  to  those  that  ought  to  be  reasonable  an  obscure  confidence,  that  some  lurkir'  • « 

oreature^i  and  to  take  our  chance  for  the  cvrnc.  moiw  uf  virtue,  some  degree  of  shame,  du^' 
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exist  in  tho  breasts  of  the  oppressors  of  Francei  derived  from  their  operations,  or  that  the  publio 

has  been  among  the  causes  which  have  helped  has  prospered  in  any  one  instance,  mider  their 

to  bring  on  the  common  ruin  of  kingand  peo|^e.  management.    The  nation  is  sick,  very  sick, 

There  is  no  safety  for  honest  men,  but  by  be^  by  their  medicines.    But  the  charlatan  teOs 

lieving  all  possible  evil  of  evil  men,  and  by  them  that  what  is  past  cannot  be  helped  ;— 

acting  witli. promptitude,  decision,  and  steadi-  they  have  taken  the  draught,  and  they  muil 

ness  on  that  belief.    I  well  remember,  at  every  wait  its  operation  with  patience; — that  the 

epodia  of  this  wonderful  history,   in  every  first  efiects  indeed  are  unpleasant,  but  that  th« 

scene  of  this  tragic  business,  that  when  your  very  sickness  is  a  proof  that  the  dose  is  of 

sophistic  usurpers  were  laying  down  mischie«  no  sluggisli  operation ; — that  sickness  is  inevit* 

Tous  principles,  and  even  applying  them  in  di*  able  in  all  constitutional  revolutions ; — that  th« 

rect  resolutions,  it  was  the  fashion  to  say,  that  body  must  pass  through  pain  to  ease ; — ^that 

they  never  intended  to  execute  those  declara-  the  prescriber  is  not  an  empiric  who  proceeds 

tions  in  their  rigour.    This  made  men  careless  by  vulgar  experience,  but  one  who  grounds  hit 

in  their  opposition,  and  remiss  in  early  precau-  practice'^  on  the  sure  rules  of  art,  which  cao- 

tion.    By  holding  out  this  fallacious  hope,  the  not  possibly  fail.    You  have  read,  Sir,  the  last 

impostors  deluded  sometimes  one  description  manifesto,  or  mountebank's  bill,  of  the  national 

of  men,  and  sometimes  another,  so  that  no  assembly.    You  see  their  presumption  in  their 

means  of  resistance  were   provided  against  promises  is  not  lessened  by  all  their  failures  in 

them,  when  they  came  to  execute  in  cruelty  the  performance.    Compare  this  last  address 

what  they  had  planned  in  fraud.  of  the  assembly,  and  the  present  state  of  your 

There  are  cases  in  which  a  man  would  be  affairs,   with  the  early  engagements  of  tiiat 

ashamed  not  to  have    been   imposed    upon,  body;  engagements  which,  not  content  with 

There  is  a  confidence  necessary  to  human  declaring,  they  solemnly  dejiosed  upon  oath, 

intercourse,  and  without  which  men  are  often  swearing  lustily,  that  if  they  were  supported 

more    injured   by  their  own  suspicions  than  they  would  make  their  country  glorious  and 

they  would  be  by  the  perfidy  of  others.    But  happy ;  and  then  judge  whether  those  who  can 

when  men,  whom  we  know  to  be  wicked,  im-  write  such  things,  or  those  who  can  bear  to 

pose  upon  us,  we  are  something  worse  than  read  them,  are  of  themtekxt  to  be  brought  to 

dupes.    When  we  know  them,  their  fair  pre-  any  reasonable  course  of  thought  or  action, 

tenccs  become  new  motives  for  distrust.  There  As  to  the  people  at  large,  when  once  these* 

is  one  case  indeed,  in  which  it  would  be  mad-  miserable  sheep  have  broken  the  fold,  and  have 

ness  not  to  give  the  fullest  credit  to  the  most  got  themselves  loose,  not  from  the  restraint, 

deceitful  of  men,  that  is,  when  they  make  d»-  but  fi-om  the  protection  of  all  the  principles  of 

clarations  of  hostility  against  us.  natural  authority,  and  legitimate  subordination, 

I  find,  that  some  persons  entertain  other  they  become  the  natural  prey  of  impostors, 
hopes,  which  I  confess  appear  more  specious  When  they  have  once  tasted  of  the  flattery  of 
than  those  by  which  at  first  so  many  were  knaves,  they  can  no  longer  endure  reason, 
deluded  and  disarmed.  They  flatter  then^  which  appears  to  them  only  in  the  form  of  cei^ 
selves  that  the  extreme  misery  brought  upon  sure  and  reproach.  Great  distress  has  never 
the  people  by  their  folly,  will  at  last  open  the  hitherto  taught,  and  whilst  the  world  lasts  it 
eyes  of  the  multitude,  if  not  of  their  leaders,  will  never  teach,  wise  lessons  to  any  part  of 
Much  the  contrary,  I  fear.  As  to  the  leaders  mankind.  Men  are  as  much  blinded  by  the 
Vu  this  S3r8tem  of  imposture, — ^you  know,  that  extremes  of  misery  as  by  the  extremes  of  pros- 
cheats  aind  deceivers  never  can  repent.  The  perity.  Desperate  situations  produce  despe- 
fi'audulent  have  no  resource  but  in  fraud,  rate  councils,  and  desperate  measures.  The 
They  have  no  other  goods  in  their  magazine,  people  of  France,  almost  generally,  have  been 
They  have  no  virtue  or  wisdom  in  their  minds,  taught  to  look  for  other  resources  than  tliose 
to  which,  in  a  disappointment  concerning  the  which  can  be  derived  from  order,  frugality, 
profitable  eflfects  of  fraud  and  cunning,  they  and  industry.  They  are  generally  armed; 
can  retreat.  The  wearing  out  of  an  old,  and  they  are  made  to  expect  much  from  the 
serves  only  to  put  them  upon  the  invention  of  use  of  arms.  Nihil  nan  arrogant  armis.  B^ 
a  new  delusion.  Unluckily  too,  the  credulity  sides  this,  the  retrograde  order  of  society  has 
of  dupes  is  as  inexhaustible  as  the  inventipn 

of  knaves.     They  never  give  people  posses-  *  It  is  said  in  the  last  quackish  address  of  the 

sion:    but  they  always  keep  them  in  hope.  nnUonal  assembly  to  the  people  of  France,  that 

V       Jn^  J.J    \i     ^       u          Tj  thev  have  not  formed  ihcir  arrangemenia  upoa 

Your  state  doctors  do  not  so  much  as  pretend  y^^^  practice ;  but  on  a  theory  which 

^t  ai\y  good  whatsoever  has  hitherto  been  fail,  or  something  to  that  effect. 
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■oineUiuig  flattering  to  the  dispositions  of  man-  maiM  JvUgine  l^ppo%  a  let  of  i^en  broogfal 

kind.     The  life  of  adrenturera,  gamesters,  forth  from  the  trade  of  hammering  annci  of 

gipsies,  beggars,  and  robbers,  is  not  unplea-  proof,  offensive  and  defensiye,  in  aid  of  tb« 

sant.    It  requires  restraint  to  keep  men  from  enterprises,  and  for  the  subsequent  proteeiioB 

falling  into  that  habit.    The  shifting  tides  of  of  housebreakers,  murderers,  traitors,  and  ma 

fear  and  hope,  the  flight  and  pursuit,  the  peril  lefactors  ;  men,  who  had  their  minds  seasoned 

and  escape,  the  alternate  famine  and  feast,  of  with  theories  perfectly  conformable  to   their 

the  savage  and  the  thief,  after  a  time,  render  practice,  and  who  had  always  laughed  at  po9- 

all  course  of  slow,  steady,  progressive,  un-  sessiort  and  prescription,  and  defied  all  the 

▼aried  occupation,  and  the  prospect  only  of  a  fundamental  maxims  of  jurisprudence.     To 

limited  mediocrity  at  the  end  of  long  labour,  to  the  horrour  and  stupefaction  of  all  the  honest 

the  last  degree  tame,  languid,  and  insipid,  part  of  this  nation,  and  indeed  of  all  nations 

Those  who  have  been  once  intoxicated  with  who  are  spectators,  we  have  seen,  on  the  credit 

power,  and  have  derived  any  kind  of  emdu-  of  those  very  practices  and  principles,  and  to 

ment  from  it,  even  though  but  for  one  year,  carry  them  further  into  effect,  these  very  men 

never  can  willingly  abandon  it.     They  may  placed  on  the  sacred  scat  (rf*  justice  in  the 

be  distressed  in  the  midst  of  all  their  power  ;  capital  city  o(  your  late  kingdom.    We  see, 

but  they  will  never  look  to  any  thing  but  power  tliat  in  future,  you  are  to  be  destroyed  widi 

for  their  relief.    When  did  distress  ever  obligo  more  form  and  regularity.    This  b  not  peace ; 

a  prince  to  abdicate  his  authority  ?  And  what  it  is  only  the  introduction  of  a  sort  of  discipline 

effect  will  it  have  upon  those  who  are  made  to  in  their  hostility.    Their  tyranny  is  complete, 

believe  themselves  a  people  of  princes  ?  in  their  justice ;   and  their  lanterae  is  not  half 

The  more  active  and  stirring  part  of  the  so  dreadful  as  their  court, 
lower  orders  having  got  povcmmenl,  and  tlio        One  wouW  think  that  out  of  common  decency 

distribution  of  plunder,  into  their  hands,  ihcy  they  would  have  given  you  men  who  had  not 

will  use  i(s  resources  in  each  municipality  to  been  in  the  habit  of  trampling  upon  law  and 

form  a  body  of  adherents.     These  rulers,  and  justice  in  the  assembly,  r^utral  men,  or  men 

their  adherents,  will  be  sirong  enough  to  over-  apparently  neutral,  for  judges,  who  are  to  di»> 

^wcr  the  discontents  of  those  who  have  not  pose  of  your  lives  and  fortunes. 
i>een  able  to  assert  their  share  of  the  spoil.         Cromwell,  when  he  attempted  to  legalize  his 

The  unfortunate  adventurers  in  the  cheating  power,  and  to  settle  his  conquered  coimtrv  in 

lottery  of  plunder  will  probably  be  the  least  astate  of  order,  did  not  look  for  dispensers  of 

sagacious,  or  the  most  inactive  and  irresolute  justice  in  the  instruments  of  his  usurpation, 

of  the  gang.      If,  on   disappointment,  they  Q,uite  the  contrary.   He  sought  out,  with  groat 

should  dare  to  stir,  they  will  soon  be  sup-  solicitude  and  selection,  and  even  from   the 

pressed  as  rebels  and  mutineers  by  their  bro-  party  most  opposite  to  his  designs,  men  of 

ther  rebels.    Scantily  fed  fur  a  while,  with  tho  weight,  and  decorum  of  character ;  men  un- 

offal  of  plunder,  they  will  drop  (^ by  degrees;  stained  with  the  violence  of  the  times,  and 

they  will  be  driven  out  of  sight,  and  out  of  with  hands  not  fouled  with  confiscation  and 

thought ;    and  they  will  be  left  to  perish  ob-  sacrilege :  for  he  chose  an  HoUm  for  his  chief 

scurely,  like  rats,  in  holes  and  comers.  justice,  though  he  absolutely  refused  to  take  bis 

From  the  forced  repentance  of  invalid  muti-  civic  oaths,  or  to  make  any  acknowledgment 
noers  and  disbanded  thieves,  you  can  hope  for  whatsoever  of  the  legality  of  his  government, 
no  resource.  Government  itself,  which  ought  Cromwell  told  this  great  lavryer,  that  since  be 
to  constrain  the  more  bold  and  dexterous  of  did  not  approve  his  tide,  all  he  required  of  him 
these  robbers,  is  their  accomplice.  Its  arms,  was,  to  administer,  in  a  manner  agreeaUe  to 
its  treasures,  its  all,  are  in  their  hands.  Judi-  his  pure  sentiments  and  unspotted  character, 
cature^  which  above  all  things  shoukl  awe  them,  that  justice  without  which  human  society  can- 
is  their  creature  and  their  instrument.  Nothing  not  subsist:  that  it  was  not  his  particular 
seems  to  me  to  render  your  internal  situation  government,  but  civil  order  itself,  which  as  a 
more  desperate  than  this  one  circumstance  of  judge  he  wished  him  to  support.  Cromwell 
the  state  of  your  judicature.  Many  days  are  knew  how  to  separate  the  institutions  expedient 
not  pas8<Ki  since  we  have  seen  a  set  of  men  to  his  usurpation  firom  the  adminirtration  of  the 
brought  forth  by  your  rulers  for  a  most  critical  public  justice  of  his  country.  For  CrocnweB 
ftinction.  Tour  rulers  brought  forth  a  set  of  was  a  man  in  «4iom  ambition  liad  not  wholly 
meni  steaming  from  the  sweat  and  drudgery,  suppressed,  but  only  suspended,  the  sentiments 
and  all  black  with  the  smoke  and  soot  of  the  of  religion,  and  the  love  (as  fiur  as* it  oodd 
fivse   of  confiscation  and   robberv— ordefifu  consist  with  his  designs)  of  fiiir  and  booonr' 
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able  reputatioa.  Accordingly)  we  are  indebted  I  am  told  that  the  Tery  aoos  of  such  Jew- 
to  this  act  of  his  for  the  preservation  of  oar  jobbers  have  been  made  bishops ;  persons  not 
km,  which  some  senseless  asserters  of  the  to  be  suspected  of  any  sort  ofChriitian  sopor- 
rights  of  men  were  then  on  the  point  dt  en-  stition,  fit  colleagues  to  the  holy  prelate  of 
tirely  erasing,  as  relics  of  feudality  and  bar-  Autun ;  and  bred  at  the  feet  of  that  Gamaliel, 
barism.  Besi^s,  he  gave  in  the  appointment  We  know  who  it  was  that  drove  the  money- 
of  that  man,  to  that  age,  and  to  all  •posterity,  changers  out  of  the  temple.  We  see  too  wfai» 
the  most  brilliant  example  of  sincere  and  fer-  it  is  Uiat  brings  them  in  again.  We  have  in 
vent  piety,  exact  justice,  and  profound  jurispru-  London  very  respectable  perscms  of  the  Jewish 
dence.'^  But  these  are  not  the  things  in  which  nation,  whom  we  will  keep :  but  we  have  of 
your  philosophic  usurpers  choose  to  follow  the  same  tribe  others  of  a  very  dillerent  d»> 
Cromwell.  scription,— housebreakers,  and  receivers  of 
Ono  would  think,  that  aAcr  an  honest  and  stolen  goods,  and  forgers  of  paper  currency, 
necessary  revolution  (if  they  had  a  mind  that  more  than  we  can  conveniently  hang.  Thest 
theirs  should  pass  for  such)  your  masters  wouM  we  can  spare  to  France,  to  fill  the  new  epit> 
have  imitated  the  virtuous  policy  of  those  who  copal  thrones :  men  well  versed  in  swearine ; 
have  been  at  the  head  of  revolutions  of  that  and  who  will  scruple  no  oath  which  the  fertile 
glorious  character.  Burnet  tells  us,  that  no-  genius  of  any  of  your  reformers  can  devise, 
thing  tended  to  reconcile  the  English  nation  In  matters  so  ridiculuus,  it  is  hard  to  he 
to  the  government  of  king  William  so  much  grave.  On  a  view  of  their  consequences,  it  is 
as  the  care  ho  took  to  fill  the  vacant  bishoprics  almost  inhuman  to  treat  them  lightly.  To  what 
with  men  who  had  attracted  the  public  esteem  a  state  of  savage,  stupid,  servile  insensibilihi 
by  their  learning,  eloquence,  and  piety,  and  must  your  people  be  reduced,  who  can  endure 
above  all,  by  their  known  moderation  in  the  such  proceedings  in  their  church,  their  state, 
state.  With  you,  in  your  purifying  revolution,  and  their  judicature,  even  for  a  moment!  but 
whom  have  you  chosen  to  regulate  the  church?  the  deluded  people  of  France  are  like  other 
Mr.  Mirabeau  is  a  fine  speaker — and  a  fine  madmen,  who,  to  a  miracle,  bear  hunger,  and 
writer, — and  a  fine — a  very  fine  man ;— but  thirst,  and  cold,  and  confinement,  and  the 
really  nothing  gave  more  stlrprise  to  every  body  chains  and  lash  of  their  keeper,  whilst  all  the 
here,  than  to  find  him  the  supreme  head  of  while  they  support  themselves  by  the  imaginap 
your  ecclesiastical  affairs.  The  rest  is  of  tion  that  they  are  generals  of  armies,  prophets, 
course.  Your  assembly  addresses  a  manifesto  kings,  and  emperours.  As  to  a  change  of  mind 
to  France,  in  which  they  tell  the  people,  with  in  these  men,  who  consider  infamy  as  honour, 
an  insulting  irony,  that  they  have  brought  the  degradation  as  preferment,  bondage  to  low  ty- 
church  to  its  primitive  condition.  In  one  re-  rants  as  liberty,  and  the  practical  scorn  and 
spect  their  declaration  is  undoubtedly  true;  for  contumely  of  their  upstart  masters,  as  marka 
they  have  brought  it  to  a  state  of  poverty  and  of  respect  and  homage,  I  look  upon  it  as  abs<^ 
persecution.  What  can  be  hopeid  for  after  lutely  nnpracticable.  These  madmen,  to  be 
this  ?  Have  not  men  (if  they  deserve  the  cured,  must  first,  like  other  madmen,  be  sub- 
name)  under  this  new  hope  and  head  of  tho  dued.  The  sound  part  of  the  community, 
church,  been  made  bishof»,  for  no  other  merit  which  I  believe  to  be  large,  but  by  no  means 
than  having  acted  as  instruments  of  atheists;  the  largest  part,  has  been  taken  by  surprise, 
for  no  other  merit  than  having  thrown  the  and  is  disjointed,  terrified,  and  disarmed.  That 
children's  bread  to  dogs ;  and  in  order  to  goi^  sound  part  of  the  community  must  first  be  put 
the  whole  gang  of  usurers,  pedlars,  and  itine-  into  a  better  condition,  before  it  can  do  any 
rant  Jew-discounters  at  the  comers  of  streets,  thing  in  the  way  of  deliberation  or  persuasion, 
starved  the  poor  of  their  Christian  flocks,  and  This  must  be  an  act  of  power,  as  well  as  of 
their  own  brother  pastors?  Have  not  such  wisdom;  of  power,  in  the  hands  of  firm,  deter- 
men  been  made  bishops  to  administer  in  tern-  mined  patriots,  who  can  distinguish  the  misled 
pies,  in  which  (if  the  patriotic  donations  have  Crom  traitors,  who  will  regulate  the  state  (if 
not  already  stripped  them  of  their  vessels)  Jie  such  shoukl  be  their  fortune)  with  a  discrimi» 
churchwardens  ought  to  take  security  for  the  nating,  manly,  and  provident  mercy  ;  men  who 
altar  plate,  and  not  so  much  as  to  trtist  the  are  purged  of  the  surfeit  and  indigestion  of 
chalice  in  their  sacrilegious  hands,  so  long  «■  systems,  if  ever  they  have  been  admitted  into 
Jews  have  assignats  on  ecclesiastic  plunder,  the  habit  of  their  minds ;  men  who  will  lay 
to  exchange  for  the  Sliver  stolen  from  chorches?  the  fbimdation  of  a  real  reform,  in  efl^ing 

every  vestigd  of  that  phikisophy  which  pro- 

«  See  Burnet's  Life  of  Halee.  tends  to  have  made  discoveries  in  the  ten 
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of  normUty ;  mtm  who  wiB  fis  the  wmm  or  toon  myiwwiii  to 

9tote  upon  Uwm  hmm  of  mormb  and  politici,  UmU  of  the  Tatk ;  jvt  on 

which  tre  oar  old,  uid  imnMowrul,  and,  I  policy  that  princQ  has  interpoaed 

hope,  will  ba  our  eternal  poawaaioo.  threat  of  all  hia  fcvce,  to  natch  avca  Ika  T«k 

This  power,  to  auch  men,  muat  come  iirom  from  the  pomicaa  of  the  iaiparial  cafj^    If 

wUhmtL    It  may  be  firen  to  70a  in  pity ;  ibr  thia  ia  done  in  fiiroor  of  a  b^iaroa>  naiiaB, 

anreiy  no  nation  ever  called  ao  pathetically  on  wtfh  a  barbarooa  naf^act  of  pofte,  &tal  to  the 

the  compaaiion  of  aU  its  neighboun.    It  may  fanman  race,  in  favoor  of  a  nation,  by  piinci|g^ 

be  giren  by  thoae  neiffaboun  on  jnotirea  c^  in  eternal  enmi^  with  the  Christian  name ;  m 

nfety  to  themaeivea.    Never  ahall  I  think  any  nation  which  will  not  ao  much  aa  give  the  8ah»> 

•oontry  in  Europe  to  be  aecure,  whibt  there  tation  of  peace  (Salam)  U>  any  of  ua ;  nor 

ii  establiifaed,  in  the  rery  centre  of  it,  a  atate  make  any  pact  with  any  Chriatian  nation  be- 

(if  ao  it  may  be  called)  fixioded  on  principlea  yond  a  trace ; — if  thia  be  done  in  favour  of  the 

of  anarchy,  and  which  ia,  in  reality,  a  college  Turk,  ahall  it  be  thou^  either  impoUiic,  or 

of  armed  iaoatics,  for  the  propagation  of  the  onjuat,  or  uncharitable,  u>  employ  the  eaaaa 

principlea  of  aanasinatioo,  robbery,  rebellion,  power,  to  reacue  from  captiri^   a  viitnoua 

fraud,  faction,  oppreaaion,  and  impiety.    Ma*  nK)narch(by  the  courtesy  of  Europe  conaiderad 

hometf  hid,  as  ior  a  time  he  was,  in  the  bottom  aa  Most  Chriatian)  who,  after  an  intenmsaioB 

af  the  sands  of  Arabia,  had  his  spirit  and  cha-  of  one  hundred  azid  seTenty-fire  years,  had 

racier  been  discovered,  would  have  been  an  called  together  the  atatea  of  hia  kingdomi  la 

object  of  precaution  to  provident  minds.  What  reform  abuaes,  to  establish  a  free  government, 

if  he  had  erected  his  fanatic  standard  for  the  and  to  strengthen  his  throne ;  a  monarch,  who 

destruction  of  the  Christian  religion  in  btet  at  the  very  ootaet,  without  force,  even  without 

Am,  in  the  midst  of  the  then  noonniay  splen-  solicitation,  had  given  to  his  people  soch  a 

dour  ofthe  then  civilized  world?    The  princes  Magna  Charta  df  privilegea,  aa  never  was 

of  Europe,  in  the  begirming  of  this  century,  given  by  any  king  to  any  subjects? — £a  it  to  be 

did  well  not  to  suffer  the  monarchy  of  Franca  tamely  borne  by  kings  who  love  their  aiibjects, 

to  swallow  up  the  others.  They  ought  not  now,  or  by  subjects  who  love  their  kings,  that  this 

in  my  opinion,  to  suffer  all  the  monarchic  sand  monarch,  in  tho  midst  of  these  gracious  acts 

commonwealths  to  be  swallowed  up  in  the  vras  inaolently  and  cruelly  torn  from  his  palace, 

gulph  of  this  polluted  anarchy.    They  may  be  by  a  gang  of  traitors  and  aaaassina,  and  kept 

tolerably  safe  at  present,  because  the  compara-  in  close  prison  to  this  very  hour,  whilst  his 

live  power  of  France  for  the  present  is  little,  royal  name  and  racred  character  were  used/jr 

But  tiroes  and  occasions  make  dangers.    In-  the  total  ruin  of  thoae  whom  tho  laws  had  9^ 

teatine  troubles  may  arise  in  other  countries,  pointed  him  to  protect? 
There  is  a  power  always  on  the  watch,  qua-        The  only  offence  of  this  unhappy  monarrh 

Kfied  and  disposed  to  profit  of  every  coojurx>  towards  his  people,  was  his  attempt,  imder  a 

turo,  to  establish  its  own  principlea  and  inodes  monarchy,  to  give  them  a  free  oonatitutioi:. 

of  mischief,  wherever  it  can  hope  for  success.  For  this,  by  an  example  hitherto  unheard  of  in 

What  mercy  would  these  usurpers  have  on  the  world,  he  has  been  deposed.    It  might  well 

other  sovereign*,  and  on  other  nations,  when  disgrace  aovereigna  to  take  part  with  a  deposed 

they  treat  th^ir  own  king  with  auch  tmparal-  tyrant    It  would  auppose  in  them  a  vicious 

laled  indignities,  and  ao  cruelly  oppress  their  sympathy.    But  not  to  make  a  common  cause 

own  countrymen  ?  with  a  just  prince,  dethroned  by  traitors  and 

The  king  of  Prussia,  in  concurrence  with  ua,  rebels,  who  proscribe,  plunder,  confiscate,  and 

nobly  interfered  to  save  H(^land  from  con-  in  every  way  cruelly  oppresa  their  fellow-citi> 

fusion.     The  sar.o  power,  joined  with  the  sens,  in  my  opinicm  is  to  forget  what  is  due  to 

rescued  Holland  And  with  Ghreat  Britain,  has  the  honour,  and  to  the  rights  of  all  virtuous  and 

put  the  emperour  in  the  posaession  of  the  Ne-  legal  government. 

theriands;   and  secured,  tmder  that  prince,        IthinkthekingofFrancetobeasmuchanob- 

from  all  arbitrary  bincvation,  the  anrier)t,  he-  ject  both  of  policy  and  compassion  aa  theGrand 

raditary  constitution  of  tliose  provinces.    The  Seignior  or  his  states.    I  do  not  conceive  that 

riuunber  of  Wetzlar  b«a  restored  the  hkhop  the  total  annihilation  of  France  (if  that  ooidd 

of  Liege,  unji:idy  dlsposuestied  by  the  rebellion  be  effected)  is  a  deairable  thing  to  Europe ;  oi 

of  his  8ubj9c<j.     The  king  of  Prussia  was  even  to  this,  its  rival  nation.  Pirovident  patriots 

boimd  by  no  treaty,  nor  alliance  of  blood,  not  did  not  think  it  good  for  Rome,  that  vnm 

had  any  particular  reasona  fur  thinking  the  em-  Carthage  should  be  quite  destroyed ;  and  he 

Krour*«  govemnwint  would  be  more  mischie-  waa  a  wiBe  Greek,  wiae  for  the  general  Gra- 
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r.ian  interestf,  •■  well  m  a  brave  Lacedemo*  will  probably  first  anassinate  the  queen,  when* 

nian  enemy,  tiid  generom  cooquerour,  who  did  ever  the  renewed  menace  of  such  an  anassi* 

not  wish,  by  the  destruction  of  Athecs ,  to  pluck  nation  loses  its  effect  upon  the  anxious  mind  of 

out  the  other  eye  of  Greece.  an  affectioDate  husband.    At  present,  the  ad- 

However,  Sir,  what  I  have  here  said  of  the  vantage  which  they  derive  from  the  daily  threatu 
interference  of  foreign  princes  is  only  the  opinion  against  her  life,  is  her  only  security  for  prefer 
cf  a  private  individual;  who  is  neither  the  re-  ving  it.  They  keep  their  sovereign  alive  for 
presentative  of  any  state,  nor  the  organ  of  any  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  him,  like  some  wild 
party ;  but  who  thinks  himself  bound  to  ex-  beast  at  a  fair ;  as  if  they  had  a  Bajazet  in  a 
press  his  own  sentiments  with  freedom  and  cage.  They  choose  to  make  monarchy  coo- 
energy  in  a  crisis  of  such  importance  to  the  temptible  by  exposing  it  to  derision,  in  the 
whole  human  race.  person  of  the  most  benevolent  of  their  kings. 

I  am  not  apprehensive  Ihat  in  speaking  fireely  In  ray  opinion,  their  insolence  appears  more 

on  the  subject  of  the  king  and  queen  of  France,  odious  even  than  their  crimes.    The  horrourt 

I  shall  accelerate  (as  you  fear)  the  execution  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  October  were  less  detest- 

of  traitorous  designs  against  them.    You  are  able  than  the  festival  of  the  14th  of  July.  There 

of  opinion.  Sir,  that  the  usurpers  may,  and  are  situations  (Grod  forbid  I  should  think  that 

that  they  will,  i^adiy  lay  hold  of  any  pretext  to  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  October  one  of  them)  in 

throw  off  the  very  name  of  a  king: — assuredly  which  the  best  men  may  be  confounded  with 

I  do  not  wish  ill  to  your  king ;  but  better  for  the  worst,  and  in  the  darkness  and  confUsion, 

him  not  to  live  (he  does  not  reign)  than  to  in  the  press  and  medley  of  such  extremities, 

live  the  passive  instrument  of  tyranny  and  it  may  not  be  so  easy  to  discriminate  the  one 

usurpation.  tcom  the  other.    The  necessities  created,  even 

I  certainly  meant  to  shew,  to  the  best  of  my  by  ill  designs,  have  their  excuse.  They  may 
power,  that  the  existence  of  such  an  executive  be  Cbrgotten  by  others,  when  the  guilty  them- 
ofBcer,  in  such  a  system  of  republic  as  theirs,  selves  do  not  choose  to  cherish  their  recollec- 
ts absurd  in  the  highest  degree.  But  in  de-  tion,  and  by  ruminating  their  offences,  nourish 
monstrating  this— to  them,  at  least,  I  can  have  themselves  through  the  example  of  their  past, 
made  no  discovery.  They  only  held  out  the  to  the  perpetration  of  future  crimes.  It  is  in 
ro3ral  name  to  catch  those  Frenchmen  to  whom  the  relaxation  of  security,  it  is  in  the  expan- 
the  name  of  king  is  still  venerable.  They  cal-  sion  of  prosperity,  it  is  in  the  hour  of  dilatation 
culate  the  duration  of  that  sentiment;  and  of  the  heart,  and  of  its  softening  into  festivity 
when  they  find  it  nearly  expiring,  they  will  not  and  pleasure,  that  the  real  character  of  men  is 
trouble  themselves  with  excuses  for  extinguish-  discerned.  If  there  is  any  good  in  them,  it 
ing  the  name,  as  they  have  the  thing.  They  appears  then  or  never.  Even  wolves  and 
used  it  as  a  sort  of  navel-sU-ing  to  nourish  their  tygers,  when  gorged  with  their  prey,  are  safe 
unnatural  offspring  from  the  bowels  of  royalty  and  gentle.  It  is  at  such  times  that  noble  minds 
itself.  Now  that  the  monster  can  purvey  for  give  all  the  reins  to  their  good  nature.  They 
its  own  subsistence,  it  will  only  carry  the  mark  indulge  their  genius  even  to  intemperance,  in 
about  it,  as  a  token  of  its  having  torn  the  womb  kindness  to  the  afflicted,  in  generosity  to  the 
it  came  from.  Tyrants  seldom  want  pretexts,  conquered ;  forbearing  insults,  forgiving  inju- 
Fraud  is  tlie  ready  minister  of  injustice ;  and  ries,  overpaying  benefits.  Full  of  dignity  them- 
whilst  the  currency  of  false  pretence  and  »o-  selves,  theyrespect  dignity  in  all,but  they  feel  it 
phistic  reasoning  was  expedient  to  their  desifBSi  sacred  in  the  unhappy.  But  it  is  then,  and  bask- 
they  were  under  no  necessity  of  drawing  upon  ing  in  the  sunshine  of  unmerited  fortune,  that 
me  to  fiimish  them  with  that  coin.  But  pre-  low,  sordid,  ungenerous,  and  reptile  souls  sweC 
texts  and  sophisms  have  had  their  day ;  and  with  their  hoarded  poisons ;  it  is  then  that  they 
have  done  their  work.  The  usurpation  no  display  their  odious  splendour,  and  shine  out 
longer  seeks  plausibility.    It  trusts  to  power.  in  the  full  lustre  of  their  native  villany  and 

Nothing  that  I  can  say,  or  that  you  can  say,  baseness.    It  is  in  that  season  that  no  man  of 

will  hasten  them  by  a  single  hour,  in  the  exe-  sense  or  honour  can  be  mistaken  for  one  cf 

cution  of  a  design  which  they  have  long  since  them.    It  was  in  such  a  season,  for  them  of 

entertained.    In  spite  of  their  solemn  dedara-  political  ease  and  security,  though  their  peopla 

tions,  their  soothing  addresses,  and  the  multi-  were  but  just  emerged  from  actual  famine,  uid 

plied  oaths  which  they  have  taken,  and  forced  were  ready  to  be  plunged  into  a  gulph  of  penury 

others  to  take,  they  will  assassinate  the  king  and  beggary,  that  your  philosophic  lords  chose, 

when  his  name  will  no  longer  be  necessary  to  with  an  ostentatious  pomp  and  luxury,  to  feast 

iielr  designs;  but  not  a  moment  sooner.  They  an  incredible  number  of  idle  and  thoughtlMi 
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pcoplo  collected,  with  art  and  pains,  from  all  cially  foment  iLeM  evil  disfiositioai,  and  even 

quarters  of  the  world.    They  constructed  a  form  them  into  sprtngi  of  actioa.    Nothing 

vast  amphitheatre  in  which  they  raised  a  species  ought  to  be  more  weighed  triaa  tho  nature  of 

'<r  pillory.*    On  this  pillory  they  set  their  law-  books  recommended  by  public  authority.    So 

ml  king  and  queen,  with  an  insulting  figure  recommended,  they  soon  form  the  character  <^ 

over  their  heads.    There  they  exposed  these  the  age.    Uncertain  indeed  is  the  efficacyi 

objects  of  pity,  and  respect  to  all  good  minds,  limited  indeed  is  the  extent  of  a  virtuous  insti- 

to  tho  derision  of  an  unthinking  and  unprin*  tution.    But  if  education  takes  in  tice  as  any 

ciplcd  multitude,  degenerated  even  from  the  part  of  its  system,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  i! 

versatile  tenderness  which  marks  the  irregular  will  operate  with  abundant  energy,  and  to  aa 

and  capricious  feelings  of  the  populace.    That  extent  indefinite.    The  magistrate,  who  in  &• 

their  cruel  insult  might  have  nothing  wanting  vour  of  freedom  tiiinks  himself  obliged  to  suffer 

to  complete  it,  they  chose  the  aimiversary  of  aU  sorts  of  publications,  is  under  a  stricter  duty 

fiat  day  in  which  they  exposed  the  life  of  their  than  any  other,  well  to  consider  what  sort  of 

prince  to  tho  most  imminent  dangers,  and  the  writers  ho  shall  authorise ;  and  shall  recom* 

vik'st  indignities,  just  following  the  instant  when  mend,  by  the  strongest  of  all  sanctions,  that  is, 

the  assassins,  whom  they  had  hired  without  hy  public  honours  and  rewards.     He  ought  to 

owning,  first  openly  took  up  arms  against  their  be  cautious  how  he  recommends  authors  ci 

King,  corrupted  his  guards,  surprised  his  castle,  mixed  or  ambiguous  morality.    Ho  ouglit  to  be 

butchered  some  of  the  poor  invalids  of  his  gar-  fearful  of  putting  into  tho  bands  of  youth  wri- 

risen,  murdered  his  govemour,  and  like  wild  ters  indulgent  to  tho  peculiarities  of  their  own 

beasts,  tore  to  pieces  the  chief^  magistrate  of  complexion,  lest  they  should  teach  the  humours 

his  capital  city,  on  account  of  his  fidelity  to  his  of  the  professor,  rather  tlian  the  principles  of 

service.  the  science.    He  ought  above  all,  to  bo  cau- 

Till  the  justice  <^  the  world  is  awakened,  tious  in  recommending  any  writer  who  has 

such  as  these  will  go  on,  without  admoniticm,  carried  marks  of  a  deranged  understanding  { 

nrid  without  provocation,  to  every  extremity,  for  where  there  is  no  sound  reascm,  there  can 

Those  who  have  made  the  exhibition  of  the  bo  no  real  virtue ;  arid  madness  is  ever  vicious 

1 4  h  uf  July,  are  capable  of  every  evil.    They  And  malignant. 

do  noi  commit  crimes  for  their  designs ;  but         The  a«<;embly  proceeds  on  maxims  the  very 

they  form    designs   that   they  may  commit  reverse  oi  ihetse.    The  assembly  recommends 

crimes.    It  is  not  their  necessity,  but  their  to  its  youth  the  study  of  the  bold  experimentebf> 

nature,  that  impels  thcro.    They  are  modem  in  morality.    Every  body  knows  that  there  is 

philosophers^  which  when  you  say  of  them,  A  great  dispute  among  their  leaders,  which  (o£ 

vou  express  every  thing  that  is  ignoble,  savage,  them  is  the  best  resemblance  of  Rousseau. 

ar<d  hard-hearted.  In  truth,  they  all  resemble  him.     His  blood 

Besides  the  stire  tokens  which  are  given  by  they  transfuse  into  their  minds  and  into  their 

the  spirit  of  their  particular   arrangements,  manners.     Him  they  study ;  him  they  medi- 

thcre  are  some  characteristic  lineaments  in  the  tate ;  him  they  ttrm  over  in  all  the  time  they 

general  policy  of  your  tumultuous  despotism,  can  spare  from  the  laborious  mischief  of  the 

which,  in  my  opinion,  indicate,  beyond  a  doubt,  day,  or  the  debauches  of  the  night.     Rou»eau 

that  no  revcdution  whatsoever  in  their  ditptm-  is  their  canon  of  holy  writ ;  in  his  life  ho  is 

fum  is  to  be  expected.    I  mean  their  scheme  of  their  canon  of  Pofyddtu ;  he  is  their  standard 

educating  the  rising  generation,  the  principles  figure  of  perfection.     To  this  man  and  this 

which  they  intend  to  instil,  and  tlie  sympatliies  ^writer,  as  a  pattern  to  authors  and  to  Frencb- 

which  they  wish  to  form  in  the  mind,  at  the  men,  the  founderies  of  Paris  are  now  running 

season  in  which  it  is  the  most  susceptible.  fi>r  statues,  with  the  kettles  of  their  poor  and 

Instead  of  forming  their  young  minds  to  that  the  bells  of  their  churches.    If  an  author  had 

docility,  to  that  modesty,  which  are  the  grace  written  like  a  great  genius  on  geometry,  though 

ftifti  charm  of  youth,  to  an  admiration  of  famous  his  practical  and  speculative  morals  were  vi- 

examples,  and  to  an  averseness  to  any  thing  cious  in  the  extreme,  it  might  appear,  that  io 

which  approaches  to  pride,   petulance,   and  voting  the  statue,  they  honoured  only  the  geo* 

Bel^once*%  (distempers  to  which  that  time  of  metrician.     But  Rousseau  is  a  moralist,  or 

life  is  of  itself  sufiSciently  liable,)  they  artifi-  he  is  nothing.     It  is  impossible,  therefbre, 

putting  the  circumstances  together,  to  mistake 

♦  The  pillory  (carcan)  In  England  is  generally  ^^'"  ?«^ »«  ^ing  the  author,  with  whom 

made  very  high,  like  iha'.  raised  for  exposing  '"•X  n*^®  begutf  to  recommend  a  coors*  J 

the  king  of  France.  studies. 
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Thoir  great  problem  is  to  find  a  substitute  action.    It  is  such  a  life  he  chooses  to  offer  lo 

Ibr  all  the  principles  which  hitherto  have  been  the  attention  <^  mankind.    It  is  such  a  life, 

employed  to  regulate  the  human  will  and  action,  that,  with  a  wild  defiance,  he  flings  in  the  face 

Thoy  find  dispositions  in  the  mind  of  such  of  his  Creator,  whom  he  acknowledges  only  to 

force  and  quality,  as  may  fit  men,  far  better  brave.    Your  assembly,  knowing  how  muck 

than  the  old  morality,  for  the    purposes  of  more  powerful  example  is  found  than  precept, 

such  a  state  as  theirs,  and  may  go  much  fun>  has  chosen  this  man  (by  his  own  account  wiih- 

ther  in  supporting  their  power,  and  destroying  out  a  single  virtue)  for  a  model.    To  him  they 

their  enemies.    They  have  therefore  chosen  a  erect  their  first  statue.    From  him  they  com- 

setfish,  flattering,  seductive,  ostentatious  vice,  menco  their  series  of  honours  and  distinctions, 

in  the  place  of  plain  duty.     True  humility,  the  It  is  that  new  invented  virtue*  which  your 

basis  of  the  Christian  system,  is  the  low,  bat  masters  canonize,  that  led  their  moral  hero 

deep  and  firm  foundation  of  all  real  virtue,  constantly  to  exhaust  the  stores  of  his  powerful 

But  this,  as  very  painful  in  the  practice,  and  rhetoric  in  iho  expression  of  universal  benevo- 

little  imposing  in  the  appearance,  they  have  lence ;  whilst  his  heart  was  incapable  of  har- 

totally  discarded.     Their  object  is  to  merge  bouring  one  spark  of  common  parental  affeo- 

lU  natural  and  all  social  sentiment  in  inordi-  tion.    Benevolence  to  the  whole  species,  and 

nate  vanity.    In  a  small  degree,  and  conver-  want  of  feeling  for  every  individual  witl;  whom 

sani  in  little  things,  vanity  is  of  little  moment,  the  professors  come  in  contact,  form  the  ciia- 

When  full  grown,  it  is  the  worst  of  vices,  and  racter  of  the  new  philosophy.    Setting  up  for 

'ho  occasional  mimic  of  them  all.    It  makea  an  unsocial  independence,  this  their  hero  of 

*he  whole  man  false.    It  loaves  nothing  sin-  vanity  refuses  the  just  price  of  common  '.abouri 

cere  or  trust-worthy  about  him.      His  best  &s  well  as  the  tribute  which  opulence  owes  to 

qualities  are  poisoned  and  perverted  by  it,  and  genius,  and  \\hich,  when  paid,  honours  the 

operate  exactly  as  the  worst.     When  yoor  giver  and  the  receiver ;  and  then  he  pleads  hij 

lords  had  many  writers  as  immoral  as  the  ob-  beggary  as  an  excuse  for  his  crimes.    He  roelta 

ject  of  their  statue  (such  as  Voltaire  and  with  tenderness  for  those  only  who  touch  him 

otlicrs)  they  chose  Rousseau ;  because  in  him  by  the  remotest  relation,  and  then,  without  one 

that  peculiar  vice  which  they  wished  to  erect  natural  pang,  casts  away,  as  a  sort  of  offal  and 

into  ruling  virtue,  was  by  far  the  most  con-  excrement,  the  spawn  of  his  disgustful  amours, 

spicuous.  and  sends  his  children  to  the  hospital  of  fbund- 

We  have  had  the  great  professor  and  fbun-  Hngs.    The  bear  loves,  licks,  and  forms  her 

der  oCOie  phUoioph/ aJTvaniti/ in  Kngltmd.    As  young ;  but  bears  arc  not  philosophers.    Va- 

I  hod  good  opportunities  of  knowing  his  pro-  nity,  however,  finds  its  account  in  reversing 

ceedings  almost  frtMn  day  to  day,  he  Icfl  no  the  train  of  our  natural  feelings.    Thousands 

doubt  on  my  mind,  that  he  entertained  no  prin-  admire  the  sentimental  writer ;  the  afibctionate 

ciple  either  to  influence  his  heart,  or  to  guide  father  is  hardly  known  in  his  parish, 

his  understanding,  but  vanity.    With  this  vice  Under   this    philosophic  instructor   in  tho 

he  wa.<i  possessed  to  a  degree  little  short  of  ethics  of  vanity ,  thoy  have  attempted  in  Franca 

madness.    It  is  from  the  same  deranged  ec-  aregenerationof  the  moral  constitution  of  maa 

centric  vanity,  that  this,  the  insane  Socrates  Statesmen,  like  your  present  rulers,  exist  by 

of  the  national  assembly,  was  impelled  to  pub-  'very  thing  which  is  spurious,  fictitious,  and 

iish  a  mad  confession  of  his  mad  faults,  and  to  false ;  by  every  thing  which  takes  the  man  from 

attempt  a  new  sort  of  glory,  from  bringing  nis  house,  and  sets  him  on  a  stage,  which  makea 

hardily  to  light  the  obscure  and  vulgar  vices  ^im  up  an  artificial  creature,  with    painted^ 

which  we  know  may  sometimes  be  blended  theatric  sentiments,  fit  to  be  seen  by  the  glare 

with  eminent  talents.    He  has  not  observed  of  candle-light,  and  formed  to  be  contemplated 

on  the  nature  of  vanity,  who  does  not  know  at  a  duo  distance.     Vanity  is  too  apt  to  pre- 

that  it  is  omnivorous ;  that  it  has  no  choice  in  vail  in  all  of  us,  and  in  all  countries.     To  the 

its  food ;  that  it  is  fond  to  talk  even  of  its  own  improvement  of  Frenchmen  it  seems  not  abso- 

faults  and  vices,  as  what  will  excite  surprise  lutely  necessary  that  it  should  be  taught  upoo 

and  draw  attention,  and  what  will  pass  at  worst  system.    But  it  is  plain  tliat  the  present  t> 

for  openness  and  candour.  bcUion  was  its  legitimate  offspring,  and    it  is 

It  was  this  abuse  and  perversion,  which  piously  fed  by  that  rebellion  with  a  daily  dot6. 

vanity  makes  even  of  hypocrisy,  which  has  If  the  system  of  institution  recommended  by 

driven  Rousseau  to  record  a  life  not  so  much  the  a-sscrobly,  is  false  and  theatric,  it  is  be> 

as  chequered,  or  spotted  here  and  there,  with  cause  their  system  of  government  is  of  the 

virtues,  or  even  distinguished  by  a  single  good  same  character.    To  that,  and  to  that  alcne« 
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it  is  ftrictlj  eonfbmnble.  To  anderstond  yetareoTnoinrmniiRpoitioceml 
•itfaer,  we  roust  crmnect  the  morals  with  the  of  lile.  A  moral  taste  is  not  of  fcroe'to  tuni 
politics  of  the  legislators.  Your  practical  ph^*  rice  into  Tirtne ;  but  it  roc^4uiiies«b  vktue  with 
losopbers,  systematic  in  every  thing,  hare  aomething  like  the  blandishmeata  of  pleasure , 
wisely  began  at  the  source.  As  the  rdatioo  and  it  infinitely  abates  the  evils  of  vice.  Rou»> 
between  parents  and  children  is  the  first  aeau,  a  writer  of  great  force  and  vrracity,  k 
among  the  elements  of  vulgar,  Batoral  mora-  totally  destitute  of  taste  in  any  9cf#e  of  the 
Itty,*  they  erect  statues  to  a  wild,  ferocious,  word.  Your  masters  who  are  his  fccaolais, 
low-minded,  hard-hearted  (ather,  of  fine  gene-  conceive  that  all  refinement  has  an  aristocratie 
nl  feelings ;  a  lover  of  his  kind,  but  a  hater     diaracter.    The  last  age  had  evhausted  all  i:a 

•f  his  kindred.   Your  masters  reject  the  duties  powers  in  giving  a  grace  and  nobleness  to  ov 

of  this  vulgar  relation,  as  contrary  to  liberty ;  natural  appetites,  and  in  raising  them  ioio  an 

ts  not  founded  in  the  social  compact ;  and  not  higher  dass  and  order  than  seemed  justly  to 
binding  according  to  the  rights  of  men ;  because     hcaong  to  them.     Through  Rousseau,   your 

the  relation  is  not,  of  course,  the  result  tXfim  nastera  are  resolved  to  destroy  these  arisu>> 

dection ;  never  so  on  the  side  of  the  children,  oatic  prejudices.     The  passion  called  love, 

not  always  on  the  part  of  the  parents.  has  so  general  and  pow^ul  an  influence ;  it 

The  next  relation  which  they  regenerate  by  makes  so   much  U*  the  entertainment,  and 
their  statues  to  Rousseau,  is  that  which  is     indeed  so  much    the  occupation  of  that  pu* 

next  in  xanctity  to  that  of  a  father.    They  of  life  which  decides  the  character  ibr  ever, 

difl*er  from  iliose  old-fashioned  thinkers,  who  Uiat  the  mode  and  the  principles  on  which  ir 

eonsidcrt'<l  [loda^ogties  as  sober  and  venerable  engages  the  sjrmpathy,  and  strikes  the  imagi- 

charart«*n<,  ami  allied  to  the  parental.     The  nation,  become  of  the  utmost  importance  to 

moralists  of  the  dark  times,  preceptorum  $(meti  the  morals  and  mannem  of  every  society.  Your 

wduere  p<»rcntu  esse  loco.     In  this  age  of  light,  rulers  wore  well  aware  of  this;  and  in  their 

they  teach  the  |>eopIe,  that  preceptors  ought  to  system  of  changing  your  manners  to  accommo 

be  in  the  place  of  gallants.      They  systemati-  date  them  to  their  politics,  they  found  nothing 

tally  corrupt  a  very  corruptible  race,  (for  some  ao  convenient  as  Rousseau.     Throush  him 

time  a  gTowin<;  nuisance  among  you,)  a  set  ^«y  teach  men  to  love  after  the  fashion  of 

of  pert  petulant  literators,  to  whom,  instead  of.  philosophers ;  that  is,  they  teach  to  men,  to 

their  proper,  hut  severe  unostentatious  duties,  Frenchmen,  a  love  without  gallantry  ;  a  love 

they  assign  the  brilliant  part  of  men  of  wit  and  without  any  thing  of  that  fine  flower  of  youth> 

pleasure,  of  gay,  young,  military  sparks,  and  fulness  and  gentility,  which  places  it,  if  not 

danglers  at  .uiicts.     Thoy  call  on  the  rising  among  the  virtues,  among  the  ornaments  of 

generation  in  France,  to  take  a  sympathy  in  life*    Instead  of  this  passion,  naturally  allied 

the  adventures  and  fortunes,  and  they  endca-  to  grace  and  manners,  they  infuse  into  their 

TOur  to  en<,m;^e  their  sensibility  on  the  side  of  youth  an  tmfeshioned,  indelicate,  sour,  gloomy, 

pedagogues,  who  betray  the  most  awful  family  ferocious  medley  of  pedantry  and  lewdness; 

trusts,  and  vitiate  their  female  pupils.    They  of  metaphysical    speculations,   blended  with 

teach  the  people,  that  the  debauchers  of  vir-  the  coarsest  sensuality.     Such  is  the  general 

gins,  almost  in  the  arms  of  their  (>arents,  may  morality  of  the  pa»ions  to  be  found  in  their 

be  safe  inmates  in  their  house,  and  even  fit  femous  philosopher,  in  his  famous  workof|ihi- 

guardians  of  the  honour  of  those  husbands  who  losophic  gallantry  the  NouoeUeEloMe. 
•ticcecd  legally  to  iho  oflice  which  t*io  young         When  the  fence  from  the  gallantry  of  pro 

literators  had  preoccupied,  without  as  iing  leave  ceptors  is  broken  down,  and  your  families  arc 

of  law  or  conscience.  no  longer  protected  by  decent  pride,  and  salc- 

Thus  they  di5|x>se  of  all  the  fam/^y  relations  tary  domestic  prejudice,  tliere  is  but  one  step 

of  parents  and  children,  husbands  and  wives,  to  a  frightful  corruption.     The  rulers  in  thci 

Through  this  same  instructor,  by  whom  they  national  assembly  are  in  good  hopes  that  the 

eorrupt  the  morals,  they  corruf  i   the  taste,  females  of  the  first  families  in  France,  mav 

Taste  and  elegance,  though  they  are  reckoned  become  an  easy  prey  to  dancing-masters,  fid» 

only  among  the  smaller  and  secondary  morals,  dlers,  pattern-drawers,  friseurs,  and  valets  de 

chambre,  and  other  active  citizens  of  that  do- 

♦  Filiola  tua  te  delectari  laetor  et  probari  llbi  scription,  who  having  the  entry    into   youi 

^vrurw  esse  r,v  ko^^  r«  rac*a :  ecenim,  si  h»c  non  houses,  and  being  half  domesticated  bv  theii 

•at,  nulla  poiesi  homnil  esse  ad  homlnem  naiu-  .:,„-,:'     _„„  k*  ki-«j^     -.u  '^**r_^      , 

ra)  adjmictio :  qua  sublau  viuB  societas  tolliiur.  """a^^on,  may  be  blended  with  you  by  regular 

Valele  Patron  (Rousseau)  et  tui  condlsclpuli !  ^^  irregular  relaUons.    By  a  law,  they  have 

(L^Assemblee  Naiionale.)— Cic.  £p.  ad  Auicum.  made  these  people  their  equaku    Bv  adoptin 
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the  flwitiinenU  of  Rousseau,  they  have  made  rality,  through  his  means.    This  I  confiMi 

(hem  your  rivals.    In  this  manner,  these  great  makes  me  nearly  despair  of  any  attempt  upon 

legislators  complete  their  plan  of  levelling,  and  the  minds  of  their  followers,  through  reason, 

establish  their  rights  of  men  on  a  sure  foun-  honour,  or  conscience.    The  great  object  of 

dation.  your  tyrants,  is  to  destroy  the  gentlemen  of 

I  am  certain  that  the  writings  <^  Rousseau  France ;  and  for  that  purpose  they  destroy,  to 

lead  directly  to  this  kind  of  shameful  eviL    I  the  best  of  their  power,  all  the  effect  of  thoee 

have  often  wondered  how  he  comes  to  be  so  relations  which  may  render  considerable  men 

much  more  admired  and  followed  on  the  coin  powerful  or  even  safe.    To  destroy  that  order, 

tinent  than  he  is  here.    Perhaps  a  secret  charm  they  vitiate  the  whole  community.    That  no 

in  the  language  may  have  its  share  in  this  means  may  exist  of  confederating  against  their 

extraordinary  difference.      We  certainly  per-  tyranny,  by  the  false  sympathies  of  this  Nou- 

ceive,  and  to  a  degree  we  feel,  in  this  writer,  velle  Eloise,  they  endeavour  to  subvert  those 

a  style  glowing,  animated,  enthusiastic ;  at  the  principles  of  domestic  trust  and  fidelity,  which 

same  time  that  we  find  it  lax,  diffuse,  and  not  form  the  discipline  of  social  life.    They  pro- 

in  the  best  taste  of  composition ;  all  the  mem-  pagate  principles  by  which  every  servant  may 

bers  of  the  piece  being  pretty  equally  laboured  think  it,  if  not  his  duty,  at  least  his  privilege) 

and  expanded,  without  any  due  selection  or  to  betray  his  master.     By  these  principles, 

subordination  of  parts.    He  is  generally  too  every  considerable  father  of  a  family  loses  the 

much  on  the  stretch,  and  his  manner  has  little  sanctuary  of  his  house.     D^^  aua  eui'iue  do* 

variety.      We  cannot  rest  upon  any  of  his  nuu  ei$e  perfugtum  fu<issfmi/m,  says  the  law, 

works,  though  they  contain  observations  which  which  your  legislators  have   taken  so  much 

occasionally  discover  a  considerable  insight  pains  first  to  decry,  then  to  repeal.     They 

into  human  nature.    But  his  doctrines,  on  the  destroy  all  the  tranquillity  and  security  of  do* 

whole,  are  so  inapplicable  to  real  life  and  man-  mestic  life ;   turning  the  asylum  of  the  house 

ners,  that  we  never  dream  of  drawing  fi-om  into  a  gloomy  prison,  where  the  father  of  the 

them  any  rule  for  laws  or  conduct,  or  for  forti-  family  must  drag  out  a  miserable  existence, 

fying  or  illustrating  any  thing  by  a  reference  to  endangered  in  proportion  to  the  apparent  means 

bis  opinions.    They  have  with  us  the  fate  of  of  his  safety;  where  he  is  worse  than  solitary 

older  paradoxes,  in  a  crowd  of  domestics,  and  nx>re  appre- 
hensive from  his  servants  and  inmates,  than 

Cum^  vemum  ^ad  verum  est  aenstu  tnoreaque  f^om  the  hired  blood-thirsty  mob  without  doors, 

Atqu"5wa"uiSlilas  jusil  prope  mater  ctaequL  w*»o  ^^  '^eady  to  pull  him  to  the  lanteme. 

It  is  thus,  and  for  the  same  end,  that  they 

Perhaps  bold  speculations  are  more  accept  endeavoured  to  destroy  that  tribunal  of  con* 

able,  because  more  new  to  you  than  to  ns,  science  which  exists  independently  of  edicts 

who  have  been  long  since  satiated  with  them,  and  decrees.    Your  despots  govern  by  terrour. 

We  continue,  as  in  the  two  last  ages,  to  read  They  know,  that  he  who  fears  Grod  fears  nc^ 

more  generally,  than  I  believe  is  now  done  on  thing  else  ;  and  therefore  they  eradicate  fixim 

the  continent,  the  authors  of  sound  antiquity,  the  mind,  through  their  Voltaire,  their  HeU 

Tbese  occupy  our  minds.    They  give  us  an-  vetius,  and  the  rest  of  that  infamous  gang,  that 

other  taste  and  turn ;  and  will  not  sufl*er  us  to  only  sort  of  fear  which  generates  true  coi»> 

be  more  than  transiently  amused  with  parai-  rage.     Their  object  is,  that  their  fellow-citH 

doxical  morality.    It  is  not  that  I  consider  this  zens  may  be  under  the  dominion  of  no  awe, 

writer   as   wholly  destitute  of  just  notions,  but  that  of  their  committee  of  research,  and. 

Among  his  irregularities,  it  must  be  reckoned  of  their  lanteme. 

that  he  is  sometimes  moral,  and  moral  in  a        Having  found  the  advantage  of  assassinatian 

very  sublime  strain.    But  the  general  tpirit  in  the  formation  of  their  tyranny,  it  is  ths 

snd  (emiency  of  his  works  is  mischievous;  and  grand  resource  in  which  they  trust  for  the 

the  more  mischievous  for  this  mixture :  For  support  of  it.    Whoever  opposes  any  of  theii 

perfect  depravity  of  sentiment  is  not  reconcil-  proceedings,  or  is  suspected  of  a  design  te 

able  with  eloquence ;  and  the  mind  (though  oppose  them,  is  to  answer  it  with  his  life,  or 

corruptible,  not  complezionally  vicious)  would  the  lives,of  his  wife  and  children.    This  in&- 

reject  and  throw  off*  with  disgust,  a  lesson  of  mous,  cruel,  and  cowardly  practice  of  assts- 

pure  and  unmixed  evil.    These  writers  make  sination,  they  have  the  impudence  to  call  mtr* 

even  virtue  a  pander  to  vice.  dful.    They  boast  that  they  operated  their 

I^owever,  I  less  consider  the  author,  than  usurpation  rather  by  terrour  than  by  force , 

the  iryBtem  of  the  assembly  in  perverting  roo-  and  that  few  seasonable  murders  have  pre> 
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Teot«d  the  bloockbed  of  many  bstdes.    There     is  not  intended,  b  the  first  opentka,  or  Lb  in 
b  DO  doubt  they  will  extend  these  acts  of  certain  ocMnseqaeoces,  ibr  his  own  destroctioa, 
mercy  whenever  thej  see  an  occasion.  Dread-  jour  army  seems  to  make  one  of  the  principal 
ful,  howerer,  will  be  the  consequences  of  their  links  in  the  chain  of  that  flerrirude  of  anarchy, 
attempt  to  avoid  the  evils  of  war,  by  the  by  whidi  a  cruel  osurpatioD  hoUs  an  andooe 
merciful  policy  of  murder.    If,  by  effectual  people  at  once  in  bondage  and  codbsion. 
punishment  of  the  guilty,  they  do  not  wholly        You  ask  me  what  I  think  of  the  conduct  oi 
disavow  that  practice,  and  the  threat  of  it  too,  general  Monk.    How  this  affects  your  case,  J 
•s  any  part  of  their  policy  ;  if  ever  a  foreign  cannot  tell.    I  doubt  whether  you  possess,  ig 
prince  enters  into  France,  he  must  enter  it  as  France,  anv  persons  of  a  capacity  to  serve  the 
into  a  country  of  assassins.     The  roodo  of  French   monarchy   in  the  same  manner   io 
civilized  war  will  not  be  practised;  nor  are  which  Monk  served  the  monarchy  of  England, 
the  French  who  act  on  the  present  system  en-  The  army  whidi  Monk  commanded  had  been 
titled  to  expect  it.    They,  whoso  known  policy  formed  by  Cromwell  to  a  perfection  of  disci- 
is  to  assassinate  every  citizen  whom  they  sus-  pline  which  perhaps  has  never  been  exceeded. 
pect  to  be  discontented  by  their  tyranny,  and  That  army  was  besides  of  an  excellent  compo* 
to  corrupt  the  soldiery  of  every  open  enemy,  sition.     The  soldiers  were  men  of  extraonli- 
must  look  for  no  modified  hostility.     All  war,  nary  piety  after  their  mode,  of  the  greatest 
which  is  not  battle,  will  be  military  execution,  regularity,    and    even   severity   of  manners; 
This  will  beget  acts  of  retaliation  from  you ;  brave  in  the  field,  but  modest,  quiet  and  or- 
and  every  retaliation  will  beget  a  new  revenge,  dcrly,  in  tlieir  quarters ;  men  who  abhorred  the 
The  hell-hounds  of  war,  on  all  sides,  will  be  idea  of  assassinating  their  officers  or  any  other 
uncoupled  and  unmuzzled.     The  new  school  persons  ;  and  who  (they  at  least  who  served 
of  murder  and  barbarism,  set  up  in  Paris,  in  this  island)  were  firmly  attached  to  those 
having  destroyed  (so  far  as  in  it  lies)  all  the  generals,  by  whom  they  were   well   treatea 
other  manners  and  principles  which  have  hi-  and  ably  commanded.    Such  an  army,  one 
therto  civilized  Europe,  will  destroy  also  the  gained,  might  be  depended  en.     I  doulH  much 
mode  of  civilized  war,  which,  more  than  any  if  you  could  now  find  a  Monk,  whether  a  MonK 
thing   else,  has  distinguished  the  Christian  could  find  in  France  such  an  array, 
world.    Such  is  the  approaching  golden  age,         I  certainly  agree  with  you,  that  in  all  pro- 
which  the  Virgil*  of  your  asseinbly  has  sung  bability  wo  owe  our  whole  ccmstitution  to  the 
to  his  PoUios !  restoration  of  the  English  monarchy.    The 
In  such  a  situation  of  your  political,  your  state  of  things  from  which  Monk  relieved  Eog- 
civil,  and  your  social  morals  and  manners,  land,  was  howevei  ey  no  means,  at  that  lime, 
how  can  you  bo  hurt  by  the  freedom  of  any  so  deplorable  in  any  sense,  as  yours  is  now, 
discussion?    Caution  is  for  those  who  have  and  under  the  present  sway  is  likely  to  con- 
•omelliing  to  lose.    What  I  have  said  to  jus-  tinue.    Cromwell  had  delivered  England  from 
tify  myself  in  not  apprehending  any  ill  conse-  anarchy.     His  government,  though  military 
quence  from  a  free  discussion  of  the  absurd  and  despotic,  had  been  regular  and  ortierly. 
consequences  which  flow  from  the  relation  of  Under  the  iron,  and  under  the  yoke,  the  soil 
the  lawful  king  to  the  usurped  constitution,  yielded  its  produce.     After  his  death,    the 
will  apply  to  my  vindication  with  regard  to  the  evils  of  anarchy  were  rather  dreaded  than  felt 
exposure  I  have  made  of  the  state  of  the  army  Every  man  was  yet  safe  in  his  house  and  in 
uiulor  the  same  sophistic  usurpation.     The  his  property.    But  it  must  be  admitted,  that 
present  tyrants  want  no  arguments  to  prove.  Monk  freed  this  nation  fi-om  great  and  just 
what  they  must  daily  feel,  that  no  good  army  apprehensions  both  of  future  anarchy  and  of 
can  exist  on  their  principles.    They  are  in  probable  tyranny  in  some  form  or  other.    The 
no  H-ant  of  a  monitor  to  suggest  to  them  the  king  whom  he  gave  us  was  indeed  the  very 
policy  of  getting  rid  of  the  army,  as  well  as  of  reverse  of  your  benignant  sovereign,  who  in 
the  king,  whenever  they  are  in  a  condition  to  reward  for  his  attempt  to  bestow  liberty  on  hii 
affect  that  measure.     What  hopes  may  be  subjects,  languishes  himself  in  prison.    Th» 
entertained  of  your  army  for  the  restoration  of  person  given  to  us  by  Monk  was  a  mairwith* 
vour  liberties,  I  know  not.    At  present,  yield-  out  any  sense  of  his  duty  as  a  prince ;  withoti 
mg  obedience   to  the  pretended  orders  cf  a  any  regard  to  the  digni^<^his  crown;  witb- 
king,  who,  they  are  perfectly  apprised,  has  no  out  any  love  to  his  people;  dittolute,  false, 
will,  and  who  never  can  issue  a  mandate  which  venal,  and   destitute   of  any    positive   good 

quality  whatsoever,  except  a  pleasant  temper 

*  Mirabeau^a  speech  concerning  nniversal  peace,  and  the  manners  of  a  gentleman.    Yet  tbt 
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restoration  of  our  mouarchy,  even  in  the  per-  it  is  more  than  enough  if  they  are  aUowe<i 
son  of  such  a  prince,  was  every  thing  to  us  ;  what  will  keep  them  from  absolute  famine,  and 
for  without  monarchy  in  England,  roost  cer-  that  for  the  rest,  tliey  roust  let  their  gray  hairs 
»ainly  we  never  can  enjoy  either  peace    or  fall  over  the  plough,  to  make  out  a  scanty  sub- 
liberty.    It  was  under  this  conviction  that  the  sistence  with  the  labour  of  their  hands  !    Last, 
very  first  regular  step  which  we  took  on  the  and  worst,  who  could  endure  to  bear  this  un» 
revolution  of  1688,  was  to  fill  the  throne  with  a  natural,  insolent,  and  savage  despotism  called 
real  king;  and  even  before  it  could  be  done  in  liberty?    If,  at   this  distance,  sitting  quietly 
due  form,  the  chiefs  of  the  nation   did   not  by  my  fire,  I  cannot  read  their  decrees  anif 
attempt  themselves  to  exercise  authority  so  speeches  without  indignation,  shall  I  condemn 
much  as  by  interim.     They  instantly  requested  those  who  have  fled  from  the  actual  sight  and 
the  prince  of  Orange  to  take  the  government  hearing  of  all  these  horrours  ?    No,  no !  man- 
on  himself.    The  throne  was  not  effectively  kind  has  no  title  to  demand  that  we  should  be 
vacant  for  an  hour.  slaves  to  their  guilt  and  insolence ;  or  that  wo 
Your  fundamental  laws,  as  well  as  ours,  should  serve    them    in    spite  of  themselves, 
suppose  a  monarchy.  Your  zeal,  Sir,  in  stand-  Minds,  sore  with  the  poignant  sense  of  insul- 
ing  so  firmly  for  it  as  you  have  done,  shews  ted  virtue,  filled  with  high  disdain  against  the 
not  only  a  sacred  respect  for  your  honour  and  pride  of  triumphant  baseness,  often  have  it  not 
fidelity,  but  a  well-mformed  attachment  to  thef  in  their  choice  to  stand  their  ground.     Their 
real  welfare  and  true  liberties  of  your  country,  complexion  (which  might  defy  the  rack)  cannot 
I  have  expressed  myself  ill,   if  I  have  given  go  tlirough  such  a  trial.    SomctJiiug  very  high 
you  cause  to  imagine,  that  I  prefer  tlie  con-  roust  fortify  men  to  that  proof.     But  when  1 
duct  of  those  who  have  retired  from  this  war-  am  driven  to  comparison,  surely  I  cannot  hesi- 
fare  to  your  behaviour,  who,  with  a  courage  tate  for  a  moment  to  prefer  to  such  men  as  are 
and  constancy  almost  supernatural,  have  strug-  common,  those  heroes,  who,  in  the  midst  of 
gled  against  tyranny,  and  kept  the  field  to  the  despair,  perform  all  the  tasks  of  hope ;  who 
last.     You  see  I  have  corrected  the  exception-  subdue  their  feelings  to  their  duties ;  who,  in 
able  part  in  the  edition  which  I  now  send  you.  the  cause  of  humanity,  liberty,  and  honour, 
Indeed,  in  such  terrible  extremities  as  yours,  abandon  all  the  satisfactions  of  life,  and  everj 
it  is  not  easy  to  say,  in  a  political  view,  what  day  incur  afresh  risk  of  life  itself.    Do  me  the 
line  of  conduct  is  the  most  advisable.    In  that  justice  to  believe  that  I  never  can  prefer  any 
state  of  things,  I  cannot  bring  myself  severely  fastidious  virtue   (virtue  still)  to  the  uncon- 
to  condemn  persons  who  are  wholly  unable  to  quered  perseverance,  to  the  affectionate  pa- 
bear  so  much  as  the  sight  of  those  men  in  the  tience  of  those  who  watch  day  and  night,  by 
throne  of  legislation,  who  are  only  fit  to  be  the  bed-side  of  their  delirious  country,   who 
the  objects  of  criminal  justice.    If  fatigue,  if  for  their  love  to  that  dear  and  venerable  name, 
disgust,  if  unsurmountable  nausea,  drive  thero  bear  all  the  disgusts,  and  all  the  buffets  Ihey 
away  from  such   spectacles,  ubi  miaeriaTum  receive  from  their  frantic  mother.      Sir,  I  do 
pars  non  mimma  eraif  videre  ei  aaptd,  I  cannot  look  on  you  as  true  martyrs ;  I  regard  you  as 
blame  them.    He  must  have  an  heart  of  ada-  soldiers  who  act  far  more  in  the  spirit  of  our 
mant  who  could  hear  a  set  of  traitors  puffed  Commander  in  chief,  and  the  Captain  of  our 
up  with  unexpected  and  undeserved   power,  salvation,  than  those  who  have  left  you;  though 
9btained  by  an   ignoble,  unmanly,  and  perfi-  I  must  first  bolt  myself  very  thoroughly,  and 
dious  rebellion,  treating  their  honest  fellow-  know  that  1  could  do  better,  before  I  can  censure 
citizens  aB  rebels,  because  they  refused  to  bind  them.    I  assure  you.  Sir,  that,  when  I  consider 
themselves  through  tlieir  conscience,  against  your  unconquerable  fidelity  to  your  sovereign, 
ihe  dictates  of  conscience  itself,  and  had  de-  and  to  your  country ;    the  courage,  fortitude 
elined  to  swear  an  active  compliance  with  magnanimity,  and  long-suffering  of  yourself, 
their  own  ruin.    How  could  a  roan  of  common  and  the  Abb(6  Maury,  and  of  Mr.  Cazales,  ana 
4esh  and  blood  endure,  that  tliose,  who  but  the  of  many  wortliy  persons  of  all  orders,  in  your 
other  day  had  skulked    unobserved  in   their  assembly,  I  forget,  in  the  lustre  of  these  great 
antichambers,  scornfully  insulting  men,  illu»*  qualities,  that  on  your  side  has  been  displayed 
trious  in  their  rank,  sacred   in  their  funo-  an  eloquence  so  rational,  manly,  and  convin- 
tion,  and  venerable  in  their  character,  now  in  cing,  that  no  time  or  country,  perhaps,  has 
decline  of  life,  and  swimming  on  the  wrecks  ever  excelled.    But  your  talents  disappear  in 
of  their  fortunes,  that  those  miscr^ts  should  my  admiration  of  your  virtues, 
tell  such  men  scornfully  and  outrageously,  aAer  As  to  Mr.  Mounier  and  Mr.  Lally,  I  haT« 
boy  had  robbed  them  of  aA  their  property,  that  always  wished  to  do  justice  to  their  parti,  asd 
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thcii  clo«|uonco,  and  iho  general  purity  of  their  these  classes  are  not  to  bo  ooi^UDded  <n  '■del 

motive.^.      Indeed  I  saw  very  well  from  the  to  be  afterwards  revived  and  separated ;  il  they 

beginning,  the  mischiefs  which,  with  all  these  are  not  convinced  that  the  scheme  of  pwochiai 

talents  and  good  intentions,  they  would  do  their  and  club  governments  takes  up  the  aUte  at  the 

country,  through  their  confidence  in  systems,  wrong  end,  and  is  a  low  and  senseless  contri- 

But  their  distemper  was  an  epidemic  malady,  vance,  (as  making  the  solo  comtitutioo  of  a 

They  were  young   and  inexperienced ;   and  supreme  power,)  I  should  then  allow,  that  theii 

whon  will  young  and  inexperienced  men  learn  early  rashness  ought  to  be  remen^red  to  the 
caution  and  distrust  of  themselves  ?  And  when  ^  last  moment  of  their  lives. 

will  men,  young  or  old,  if  suddenly  raised  to  You  gently  reprehend  me,  because  in  hold 

far  higher  power  than  that  which  absolute  kings  ing  out  the  picture  of  your  disastrous  situation, 

and  emperours  commonly  enjoy,   learn   any  I  suggest  no  plan  for  a  remedy.     Alas !  Sir, 

thing  like  modemtion  ?    Monarchs  in  general  the  proposition  of  plans,  without  an  attention 

respect  some  settled  order  of  things,  which  to  circumstances,  is  the  very  cause  of  all  your 

they  find  it  difficult  to  move  from  its  basis,  and  misfortunes ;    and  never  shall  you  fijid  me 

to  which  they  are  obliged  to  conform,  even  aggravating,  by  the  infusion  of  any  speculations 

when  there  are  no  posiiif?  limitations  to  their  of  mine,  the  evils  which  have  arisen  from  the 

power.    These  gentlemen  conceived  that  they  speculations  of  others.    Your  malady,  in  this 

were  chosen  to  new  model  the  state,  and  even  respect,  is  a  disorder  of  repletion.    You  seem 

the  whole  order  of  civil  society  itself.     No  to  think,  that  my  keeping  back  my  poor  ideas, 

wonder  that  they  entertained  dangerous  visions,  may  arise  from  an  imlifference  to  the  welfare 

when  the  king's  ministers,  trustees  for   the  of  a  foreign,  and  sometimes  an  hostile  nation, 

sacred  deposit  of  the  monarchy,  wore  so  in-  No,  Sir,  I  faithfully  assure  you,  my  reserve  Is 

fected  with  the  contagion  of  project  and  system,  owing  to  no  such  causes.  Is  this  letter,  swelled 

(I   can   hardly   think    it   black   premeditated  to  a  second  book,  a  mark  of  national  antipatliy, 

treachery.)  that  they  publicly  advertised  for  or  even  of  national  indifference  ?    I  sliould  ac: 

plans  and  schemes  of  government,  as  if  they  altogether  in  the  spirit  of  the  same  cautiuu,  iu 

were  to  provide  for  the  rebuilding  of  an  hos-  a  similar  state  of  our  own  domestic  affairs.    If 

pital  that  had  been  burned  down.    What  was  I  were  to  venture  any  advice,  in  any  case,  it 

this;  but  to  unchain  the  fury  of  rash  speculation  would  be  ray  best.     The  sacred  duty  of  an 

among  a  people,  of  itself  but  too  apt  to  bo  adviser  (one  of  the  most  inviolable  that  exists) 

guided  by  a  heated  imagination,  and  a  wild  would  lead  me,  towards  a  real  enemy,  to  act  as 

spirit  of  adventure  ?  if  my  best  friend  were  tlie  party  concerned. 

The  fault  of  Mr.  Moimier  and  Mr.  Lally  But  I  dare  not  risk  a  speculation  with  no  bet- 
was  vcrj-  great ;  but  it  was  very  general.  If  ter  view  of  your  affairs  than  at  present  I  can 
those  gentlemen  stopped  when  they  came  to  command;  my  caution  is  not  from  disregard, 
the  brink  of  the  gulph  of  guilt  and  public  misery,  but  from  solicitude  for  your  welfare.  It  is  sug- 
tliat  yawned  before  them  in  the  abyss  of  these  gested  solely  from  my  dread  of  becoming  the 
dark  and  bottomless  speculations,  I  forgive  author  of  inconsiderate  counsel, 
tlieir  first  errour:  in  that  they  were  involved  It  is  not,  that  a^  this  strange  series  of  actions 
with  many.    Their  repentance  was,  their  own.  has  passed  before  my  eyes,  1  have  not  indulged 

They  who  consider  Mounier  and  Lally  as  my  mind  in  a  great  variety  of  political  specu- 

doserters,  must  regard  themselves  as   mur-  lations  concerning  them.    But  compelled  by  no 

derers  and  as  traitors :  for  from  what  else  than  such  positive  duty  as  does  not  permit  me  to 

murder  and  treason  did  tJicy  desert?   For  my  evado  an  opinion;   called  upon  by  no  ruling 

part,  I  honour  tliem  for  not  having  carried  mis-  power,  without  authority  as  I  am,  and  without 

take  into  crime.     If,  indeed,  I  thought  that  confidence,  I  should  ill  answer  my  own  ideas 

they  were  not  cured  by  experience ;  that  they  of  what  would  become  myself,  or  what  would 

were  not  made  sensibl<^  tliat  those  who  would  be  serviceable  to  others,  if  I  were,  as  a  voluD- 

reform  a  state,  ought  to  assume  some  actual  teer,  to  obtrude  any  project  of  mine  upon  a 

constitution  of  government  which  b  to  be  re-  nation,  to  whose  circumstances  I  could  not  bn 

formed ;  if  they  are  i ot  at  Icn^ih  satisfied  that  sure  it  might  be  applicable. 

it  is  become  a  necessary  preliminary  to  liberty  Permit  me  to  say,  that  if  I  were  as  confident 

in  France,  to  commence  by  the  re-establish-  as  I  ought  to  be  diffident  in  my  own  kx»e, 

mcnt  of  order  and  property  of  every  kind,  and,  general  ideas,  I  never  shculd  venture  to  brcHich 

througii  the  re-establishment  of  their  monarchy,  them,  if  but  at  twenty  leagues  distance  from 

ofevery  one  of  the  Old  habitual  distinctions  and  the  centre  of  your  affairs.     I  must  sec  with 

classes  of  the  state ;   if  they  do  not  sec  that  my  own  eyes,  I  must,  in  a  manner,  toudi  wa. 
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my  own  hands,  not  only  the  fixed,  but  the  mo-  operation,  as  a  general  reform  at  the  bands  of 

mentary  circumstances,  before  I  could  venture  those  who  were  much  more  filled  with  a  senee 

to  suggest  any  pditical  project  whatsoever.    I  of  the  disease,  than  provided  with  rational 

must  know  the  power  and  disposition  to  accept,  means  of  a  cure. 

to  execute,  to  persevere.    I  roust  see  all  the  It  may  be  said,  that  this  care,  and  these 

aids,  and  all  the  obstacles.    I  must  see  the  precautions,  were  more  naturally  the  du^  of 

mcansof  correcting  the  plan,  where  correctives  the  king's  ministers,  than  that  of  the  parlia- 

would  bo  wanted.    I  must  see  the  things;  I  ment.    They  were  so;  but  every  man  must 

n>ust  sec  the  men.     Without  a  concurrence  answer  in  his  estimation  for  the  advice  he 

and  adaptation  of  these  to  the  design,  the  very  gives,  when  he  puts  tlie  conduct  of  his  measure 

best  speculative  projects   might  become  not  into  hands  who  ho  does  not  know  will  execute 

only  useless  but  mischievous.    Plans  must  be  his  plans  according  to  his  ideas.    Three  or 

msule  for  men.    We  cannot  think  of  making  four  ministers  were  not  to  be  trusted  with  tb* 

men,  and  binding  nature  to  our  designs.   Peo-  being  of  tlie  French  monarchy,  of  all  the  oi^ 

pie  at  a  distance  must  judge  ill  of  men.    They  ders,  and  of  all  the  distinctions,  and  all  the 

do  not  always  answer  to  their  reputation  when  property  of  the  kingdom.    What  must  be  the 

you  approach  them.     Nay,  the  perspective  prudence  of  those  who  could  think,  in  the  thel 

varies,  and  shews  them  quite  otherwise  than  known  temper  of  the  people  of  Paris,  of  assem* 

you  thought  them.    At  a  distance,  if  wo  judge  bling  the  states  at  a  place  situated  as  Ver- 

uncertainly  of  men,  we  must  judge  worse  of  sailies? 

opportunities,    which    continually   vary   their  The  parliament  of  Paris  did  worse  than  to 

shapes  and  colours,  and  pass  away  like  clouds,  inspire  this  blind  confidence  into  the  king.  For, 

The   Eastern  politicians  never  do  any  thing  as  if  names  were  things,  they  took  no  notice  of 

witiiout  the  opinion  of  the  astrologers  on  the  (indeed  they  rather  countenanced)  the  devia- 

fortunate  moment.    They  are  in  tlie  right,  if  tions  which  were  manifest  in  the  execution, 

they  can  do  no  better ;  for  the  opinion  of  for-  from  the  true  ancient  principles  of  the  plan 

tuno  is  something   towards    commanding  it.  which  they  recommended.    These  deviations 

Statesmen   of  a  more  judicious  prescience,  (as  guardians  of  the  ancient  laws,  usages,  and 

look  for  the  fortunate  moment  too;  but  they  constitution  of  the  kingdom)  the  parliament  of 

seek  it,  not  in  the  conjunctions  and  oppositions  Paris  ought  not  to  have  suffered,  without  the 

of  planets,  hut  in  the  conjunctions  and  oppo  strongest  remonstrances  to  the  throne.  It  ought 

sitions  of  men  and  things.    Theso  form  their  to  have  sounded  the  alarm  to  the  whole  nation, 

almanac.  as  it  had  often  done  on  tilings  of  infinitely  less 

To  illustrate  tlic  mischief  of  a  wise  plan,  importance.      Under  pretence   of  resuscito- 

tviihout  any  attention  to  means  and  circum-  ting  tlie  ancient  constitution,  the  parliament 

stances,  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  farther  than  saw  one  of  the  strongest  acts  of  innovation, 

to  your  recent  history.    In  the  condition  in  and  the  most  leading  in  its  consequences,  car- 

which  Franco  was  found  three  years  ago,  what  ried  into  effect  before  their  eyes ;  and  an  inno- 

better  system  could  be  proposed,  what  less,  vation  through  the  medium  of  despotism ;  that 

even  savouring  of  wild  theory,  what  fitter  to  is,  they  suffered  the  king's  ministers  to  new 

provide  for  all  the  exigencies,  whilst  it  reformed  model  the  whole  representation  of  the  tien  etai, 

all  the  abuses  of  government,  than  the  convcn-  and,  in  a  great  measure,  that  of  the  clergy  too, 

tion  of  the  states  general?    I  think  nothing  and  to  destroy  the  ancient  proportions  of  the 

better  could  be  imagined.    But  I  have  cen-  orders.     These  changes,  unquestionably  tho 

sured,  and  do  still  presume  to  ceniure  your  king  had  no  right  to  make  ;  and  hero  the  par* 

parliament  of  Paris,  for  not  having  suggested  liaments  failed  in  their  duty,  and  along  with 

to  the  king,  that  this  proper  measure  was  of  their  country,  have  perished  by  this  failure, 

all  measures  the  most  critical  and  arduous;  one  What  a  number  of  faults  have  led  to  this 

in  which  the  utmost  circumspection,  and  the  multitude  of  misfortimes,  and  almost  all  fron 

greatest  number  of  precautions,  were  the  most  this  one  source,  that  of  considering  certain  go* 

absolutely  necessary.     The  very  confession  neral  maxims,  without  attending  to  circuro- 

that  a  government  wants  either  amendment  in  stances,  to  times,  to  places,  to  conjunctures, 

its  confirmation,  or  relief  to  great  distress,  and  to  actors !  If  we  do  not  attend  scrupulously 

causes  it  to  lose  half  its  reputation,  and  as  to  all  these,  the  medicine  of  to-day  becomes 

great  a  proportion  of  its  strength  as  depends  the  poison  of  to-morrow.    If  any  measure  was 

upon  that  reputation.    It  was  tlierefore  neces-  in  the  abstract  better  than  another,  it  was  to 

sary,  first  to  put  government  out  of  danger,  call  tlie  states — tarAta  talus  morientilmMwui,'^ 

whibt  at  its  own  desire  it  suffered  luch  an  Certainly  it  had  the  appearance.— But  set 
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/lo  consequences  of  not  attending  to  critical  If  you  were  now  to  form  such  an  house  </ 

naoments,  of  not  regarding  the  aymptoms  which  peers,  it  would  bear,  in  my  opinion,  but  litUa 

discriminate  diseases,  and  which  distinguish  resemblance  to  ours  in  its  origin,  character,  or 

constitutions,  complexions,  and  humours :  the  purposes  which  it  might  answer,  at  the 

Mox  eral  hoc  Ipnum  exitio ;  furiisque  rcfectl,  ■*™<'  ^»"!®  ^'  »^  ^P"^^  desUoy  your  true  na- 
Ardebanc ;  ipsique  suoa,  jam  morte  sub  cegra,  tural  nobility.    But  if  you  are  not  in  a  coDdi 
Discissoa  nudis  laniabani  dontibus  anus.  tion  to  frame  an  house  of  lords,  sliQ  less  are 
Thusthepotionwhich  was  given  to  strength-  J'^u  capable,  in  my  opinion,  of  framing  any 
eo  the  constitution,  to  heal  divisions,  and  to  i*»i"g  ^^"ch  virtually  and  substantially  could 
compose  the  minds  ofmen,  became  the  source  of  ^^  answerable  (for  the  purposes  of  a  stable, 
debility,  phrenzy,  discord,  and  utter  dissolution,  regular  government)  to  our  house  of  commoos. 
In  this,  perhaps,  I  have  answered,  I  think,  ^''^t  house  is,  within  itself,  a  much  more 
another  of  your  questions — Whether  the  Bri-  ""htle  and  artificial  combination  of  parts  and 
tish  constitution  is  adapted  to  your  circum-  powers,  than  people  are  generally  aware  of. 
stances  ?    When  I  praised  the  British  consti-  "What  knits  it  to  the  other  members  of  the  coo- 
tution,  and  wished  it  to  bo  well  studied,  I  did  slilution ;  what  fits  it  to  be  at  once  the  great 
not  mean  that  its  extcriour  form  and  positive  support,  and  the  great  conlroul  of  government; 
arrangement  should  become  a  model  for  you,  ^*t  makes  it  of  such  admirable  service  to 
or  for  any  people  servilely  to  copy.     I  meant  ^*^  monarchy  which,  if  it  limits,  it  secures 
to  recommend  the  prindplea  from  which  it  has  *nd  strengthens,   would   require  a  long  dis- 
grown,  and  tlic  policy  on  which  it  has  been  course,  belonging  to  the  leisure  of  a  contcno- 
pn^cssivcly  improved  out  of  elements  conunon  plative  man,  not  to  one  whose  duty  it  is  to  join 
to  you  and  to  us.     I  am  sure  it  is  no  visionary  ^  communicating  practically  to  the  peof»le  the 
theory  of  mine.    It  is  not  an  advice  that  sub-  blessings  of  such  a  constitution, 
jects  you  to  the  hazard  of  any  experiment.     I  Your  tiers  elat  was  not  in  effect  and  sub 
believed  the  ancient  principles  to  be  wise  in  B^&nco  a  house  of  commons.    You  stood  in 
all  cases  of  a  large  empire  that  would  be  free,  absolute  need  of  something  else  to  supply  the 
I  thought  you  possessed  our  principles  in  your  manifest  defects  in  such  a  body  as  your  tiers 
okl  forms,  in  as  great  perfection  as  we  did  ori-  «^*«    On  a  sober  and  dispassionate  view  of 
ginally.    If  your  stales  agreed  (as  I  think  they  yow  old  constitution,  as  connected  with  all  the 
did)  with  your  circumstances,  they  were  best  present  circumstances,  I  was  fully  persuaded, 
for  you.    As  you  had  a  constitution  formed  ^^^  ^®  crown,  standing  as  things  have  stood 
upon  principles  similar  to  ours,  my  idea  was,  i^^^  ^"^  likely  to  stand,  if  you  are  to  have  any 
that  you  might  have  improved  them  as  we  have  monarchy  at  all)  was  and  is  incapable,  alone 
done,  conforming  them  to  the  state  and  exigen-  ^^^  hy  itself,  of  holding  a  just  balance  b^ 
cies  of  the  times,  and  the  condition  of  property  tween  the  two  orders,  and  at  the  same  time  of 
in  your  country,  having  the  cons?r«'ation  of  tliat  effecting  the  interiour  and  exteriour  purposes 
property,  and  the  substantial  basis  of  your  mo-  of  a  protecting  government    I,  whose  lead- 
narchy,  as  principal  objects  in  all  your  reforms,  ing  principle  it  is,  in  a  reformation  of  the 
I  do  not  advise  an  house  of  lords  to  you.  state,  to  make  use  of  existing  materials,  am  of 
Tour  ancient  course  by  representatives  of  the  opinion,  that  the  representation  of  the  clergy, 
noblesse  (in  your  circumstances)  appears  to  ^^^  separate  order,  was  an  institution  which 
roe  rather  a  better  institution.    I  know,  that  touched  all  the  orders  more  nearly  than  any  of 
with  you,  a  set  of  men  of  rank  have  betrayed  them  touched  the  other ;  that  it  was  well  fitted 
their  constituents,  their  honour,  their  trust,  to  connect  tliem ;  and  to  hold  a  place  in  any 
4ieir  king,  and  their  country,  and  levelled  them-  wise  monarchical  commonwealth.    If  I  refar 
selves  with  their  footmen,  that  through  this  de-  you  to  your  original  constitution,  and  think  it, 
gradation  they  might  afierwards  put  themselves  as  I  do,  substantially  a  good  one,  I  do  not 
above  their  natural  equals.    Some  of  these  amuse  you  in  tliis,  more  tlian  in  other  things, 
persons  have  entertained  a  project,  that  in  re-  with  any  inventions  of  mine.    A  certain  in- 
ward of  this  their  black  perfidy  and  corruption,  temperance  of  intellect  is  the  disease  of  the 
they  may  be  chosen  to  give  rise  to  a  new  time,  and  the  source  of  all  its  other  diseases, 
order,  and  to  establish  thenwelves  into  an  house  I  will  keep  myself  as  untainted  by  it  as  I 
of  lords.    £>o  you  think  that,  under  the  name  Your  architects  build  without  a  foundatioii. 
of  a  British  cAistitution,  I  mean  to  recommend  would  readily  lend  an  helping  hand  to  any 
to  you  such  lords,  made  of  such  kind  of  stuff?  perstructure,  when  once  this  is  effectually 
[  do  not  however  include  in  this  description  all  cured — but  I  woukl  first  say  loi  nov  9r^. 
of  those  who  are  fond  of  this  scheme.  You  think,  Sir,  and  you  might  think  rifhtlyi 
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upon  the  fint  vievr  of  the  theory,  that  to  provide  into  a  proper  and  harmonious  combination  wiUl 
for  the  exigencies  of  an  empire,  so  situated  royal  authority.  This  constitution  by  estatet} 
and  related  as  that  of  France,  its  king  ought  was  the  natural  and  only  just  representation 
to  be  invested  with  powers  very  much  superiour  of  France.  It  grew  out  of  the  habitual  condi* 
to  those  which  the  king  of  England  possesses  tions,  relations,  and  reciprocal  claims  of  men. 
under  the  letter  of  our  constitution.  Every  de-  It  grew  out  of  the  circumstances  of  the  couO" 
gree  of  power  necessary  to  the  state,  and  not  try,  and  out  of  the  stltc  of  property.  Tha 
Jestructivo  to  the  rational  and  moral  freedom  wretched  scheme  of  your  present  masters,  if 
of  individuals,  to  that  personal  liberty,  and  per-  not  to  fit  the  constitution  to  the  people,  bat 
Bonal  security,  which  contribute  so  much  to  the  wholly  to  destroy  conditions,  to  dissolve  rel»» 
vigour,  the  prosperity,  the  happiness,  and  the  tions,  to  change  the  state  of  the  nation,  and  to 
dignity  of  a  nation — every  degree  of  power  subvert  property,  in  order  lo  fit  their  country 
which  docs  not  suppose  the  total  absence  of  all  to  their  theory  6f  a  constitution, 
controul,  and  all  responsibility  on  the  part  of  Until  you  make  out  practically  that  great 
ministers, — a  king  of  France,  in  common  sense,  work,  a  combination  of  opposing  forces,  "  a 
ought  to  possess.  But  whether  the  exact  mea-  work  of  labour  long,  and  endless  praise,"  the 
sure  of  authority,  assigned  by  the  letter  of  the  utmost  caution  ought  lo  have  been  used  in  the 
law  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  can  answer  reduction  of  the  royal  power,  which  alone  was 
to  the  extcriour  or  intcriour  purposes  of  the  capable  of  holding  together  the  comparatively 
French  monarchy,  is  a  point  which  I  cannot  heterogeneous  mass  of  your  states.  But  at 
venture  to  judge  upon.  Here,  both  in  the  this  day,  all  tliese  considerations  are  uniea- 
power  given,  and  its  limitations,  we  have  al-  sonable.  To  what  end  should  we  discuss  the 
ways  cautiously  felt  our  way.  The  parts  of  limitations  of  royal  power?  Your  king  is  in 
our  constitution  have  gradually,  and  almost  in-  prison.  Why  speculate  on  the  measure  and 
sensibly,  in  a  long  course  of  time,  accommo-  standard  of  liberty  ?  I  doubt  much,  very  much 
dated  themselves  to  each  other,  and  to  their  indeed,  whether  France  is  at  ail  ripe  for  liberty 
common,  as  well  as  to  their  separate  purpcxses.  on  any  standard.  Men  are  qualified  for  civil 
But  this  adaptation  of  contending  parts,  as  it  liberty,  in  exact  proportion  to  their  disposition 
has  not  been  in  ours,  so  it  can  never  be  in  to  put  moral  chains  upon  their  own  appetites; 
your's,  or  in  any  country,  the  effect  of  a  single  in  proportion  as  their  love  to  justice  is  abore 
instantaneous  regulation,  and  no  sound  heaids  their  rapacity;  in  proportion  as  their  sound- 
could  ever  think  of  doing  it  in  that  manner.  ness  and  sobriety  of  uinlerstanding  is  above 

I  believe,  Sir,  that  many  on  the  continent  their  vanity  and  presumption ;  in  proportion  as 
altogether  mistake  the  condition  of  a  king  of  they  are  more  disposed  to  listen  to  the  counsels 
Great  Britian.  He  is  a  real  king,  and  not  an  of  the  wise  and  good,  in  preference  to  the  flat- 
executive  officer.  If  he  will  not  trouble  himself  tery  of  knaves.  Society  cannot  exist  unless  a 
with  contemptible  details,  nor  wish  to  degrade  controuling  power  upon  will  and  appetite  be 
himself  by  becoming  a  party  in  little  squabbles,  placed  lomewhere,  and  the  less  of  it  there  is 
I  am  far  from  sure,  that  a  king  of  Great  Bri-  within,  the  more  there  must  be  without.  It 
tain,  in  whatever  concerns  him  as  a  king,  or  is  ordained  in  the  eternal  constitution  of  things^ 
indeed  as  a  rational  man,  who  combines  his  that  men  of  intemperate  minds  cannot  be  firea 
public  interest  with  his  personal  satisfaction,  Their  passions  forge  their  fetters, 
does  not  possess  a  more  real,  solid,  extensive  This  sentence  the  prevalent  part  of  your 
pmvcr,  than  the  king  of  France  was  possessed  countrymen  execute  on  themselves.  Thej 
of  before  this  miserable  revolution.  The  di-  possessed,  not  long  since,  what  was  next  to 
rect  power  of  the  king  of  England  is  consider-  freedom,  a  mild  paternal  monarchy.  They  da> 
able.  His  indirect,  and  far  more  certain  spised  it  for  its  weakness.  They  were  offered 
power,  is  great  indeed.  He  stands  in  need  of  a  well-poised  free  constitution.  It  did  not 
nothing  towards  dignity;  of  nothing  towards  suit  their  taste  or  their  temper.  They  carvad 
splendour ;  of  nothing  towards  authority ;  of  for  themselves ;  they  flew  out,  murdered,  rob* 
nothing  at  all  towards  connideralion  abroad,  bed,  and  rebelled.  They  have  succeeded,  and 
When  was  it  that  a  king  of  England  wanted  put  over  their  country  an  insolent  tyranny, 
wherewithal  to  make  him  respected,  courted,  made  up  of  cruel  and  inexorable  masters,  and 
or  perhaps  even  feared  in  every  state  of  that  too  of  a  description  hitherto  not  known  in 
Europe  ?  the  world.    The  powers  and  policies  by  whicb 

I  am  constantly  of  opinion,  that  your  states,  they  have  succeeded,  are  not  those  of  great 

ui  three  orders,  on  the  footing  on  which  they  statesmen,  or  great  military  commanders,  but 

ciood  in  1614,  wero  capable  of  being  brought  the  practices  of  incandiarios,  assassins,  houae 


-.^ 


5S4                                    LETTER  TO  A  MEMBER,  Ac 

breakers,  rtibborsi  spreaders  of  fiilse  news,  for-  sport  of  tynnta.    They  never  can 

gen  of  fulse  orders  from  authority,  and  other  communicate  freedom, 

dei'inqoencies,  of  which  ordinary  justice  takes  You  ask  me  too,  whether  we  bare  a 

C(^izance.     Accordingly  the  spirit  of  their  mittee  of  research.    No,  Sir, — God  fbrLid! 

tide  is  exactly  corres})oridcnt  to  the  means  by  It  is  the  necessary  instrument  of  tyranny  and 

which  they  obtained  it.    They  act  more  in  the  usurpation ;  and  therefore  I  do  not  wonder  thi 

manner  of  thieves  who  have  got  possession  of  it  has  had  an  early  establishment  under  your 

a  bouse,  than  of  conquerors  who  have  subdued  present  lords.    We  do  not  wont  it. 

t  nation.  Excuse  my  length.    I  have  been  somewhat 

Opposed  to  these,  in  appearance,  but  in  ap-  occupied  since  I  was  honoured  with  your  leu 

pearanco  only,  is  another  band,  who  call  them-  tor ;  and  I  should  not  have  been  able  to  answer 

mVcs  the   moderate.    These,    if  I  conceive  it  all,  but  for  the  holidays,  which  hare  gives 

rightly  of  thoir  conduct,  are  a  set  of  men  who  me  means  of  enjoying  the  leisure  of  the  coun* 

approve  heartily  of  the  whole  new  constitution,  try.    I  am  called  to  duties  which  I  am  nci^her 

but  wish  to  lay  heavy  on  the  most  atrocious  able  nor  willing  to  evade.    1  must  soon  return 

of  those  crimes,  by  which  this  fine  constitution  to  my  old  conflict  with  the  corruptions  and  op- 

of  theirs  has  been  obtained.    They  are  a  sort  pressions  which  have  prevailed  in  our  eastern 

of  peopla  who  affect  to  proceed  as  if  they  dominions.    I  must  turn  myself  whc^y  frtun 

thought  inat  men  may  deceive  without  fraud,  those  of  France. 

rob  without  injustice,  and  overturn  every  thing  In  England,  we  cannot  work  so  hard  as 

without  violence.     They  are  men  who  would  Frenchmen.    Frequent  relaxation  is  necessary 

usurp  the  government  of  thoir  country  with  de-  to  us.    You  are  naturally  more  intense  in  your 

ccncy  and  moderation.    In  fact  they  are  no-  application.    I  did  not  know  this  part  of  your 

thing  more  or  better,  than  men  engaged  in  do-  national  character,  until  I  wont  into  France  in 

operate  designs,  with  feeble  minds.     They  are  1773.    At  present,  this  your  disposition  to  la- 

not  honest ;  they  are  only  incficctual  and  un-  hour  is  rather  encreased  than  le^ened.    In 

systematic  in  their  iniquity.    They  are  per-  your  assembly  you  do  not  allow  yourselves  a 

eons  who  want  not  the  dispositions,  but  the  recess  eren  on  Sundays.    We  have  two  days 

energy  and  vigour  tliat  is  necessary  for  great  in  the  week,  besides  the  festivals ;  and  besides 

evil  machinations.    They  find  that   in   such  five  or  six  months  of  the  summer  and  autumn 

designs  they  fall  at  best  into  a  secondary  rank.  This  continued  unremitted  eflbrt  of  the  mem- 

and  others  take  the  place  and  lead  in  usurpa-  hers  of  your  assembly,  I  take  to  be  one  among 

tion,  which  they  are  not  qualified  to  obtain  or  the  causes  of  the  mischief  they  have  done, 

to  hold.    They  envy  to  tlieir  companions  the  They  who  always  labour  can  have  no  crtie 

namral  fruit  of  their  crimes ;  they  join  to  run  judgment.    You  never  give  yourselves  time  to 

them  down  with  the  hue  and  cry  of  mankiud,  cool.    You  can  never  survey,  from  its  proper 

which  pursues   their   common  offences;   and  point  of  sight,  the  work  you  have  Gnislied,  b^ 

then  hope  to  mount  into  tJieir  places  on  tJie  fore  you  decree  its  final  execution.     You  can 

credit  of  tlio  sobriety  with  which  they  shew  never  plan  the  future  by  the  past.     You  never 

themselves  disposed  to  carry  on  what  may  go  into  the  country  soberly  and  dispassionately 

seem  most  plausible  in  the  mischievous  pro-  to  observe  the  effect  of  your  measures  on  tlieir 

jects  they  pursue  in  common.    Buttliesemen  objects.    You  cannot  feel  distinctly  how  far 

are  naturally  despised  by  those  who  have  heads  the  people  aro  rendered  better  and  improved, 

to  know,  and  hearts  that  aro  able  to  go  through  or  more  miserable  and  depraved,  by  what  vou 

the  necessary  demands  of  bold,  wicked  enter-  have  done.  You  cannot  see  with  your  own  eyes 

prises.    They  are  naturally  classed  below  the  tlie  sufferings  and  afflictions  you  cause.     You 

latter  description,  and  will  only  be  used  by  know  them  but  at  a  distance,  on  the  statemcDts 

ihem  as  inferiour  instruments.     They  will  be  of  tliose  who  always  flatter  the  reigning  power, 

only  the  Fairfaxes  of  your  Cromwells.    If  they  and  who,  amid  their  representations  of  the 

mean  honestly,  why  do  they  not  strengthen  tho  grievances,  inflame  your  minds  against  those 

arms  of  honest  men,  to  support  their  ancient,  who  are  oppressed.    These  are   among  the 

legal,   wise,  and  free  government,  given  to  eficcts  of  unremitted  labour,  when  men  ei^u^ 

Chem  in  the  soring  of  1788,  against  the  inven-  their  attention,  bum  out  their  candles,  and  are 

tions  of  craft,  and  the  theories  of  ignorance  left  in  the  dark. — Malo  meorum  neg^igtntUtm 

and  folly  ?    If  they  do  not,  they  must  continue  ^piam  iatorum  obgcuram  dUigcniiam. 

the  scorn  of  both  parties ;  sometimes  tho  tool,  I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

sometimes  the  incumbrance  of  tliat,  whose  (Signed)            EDMUND  BURKS. 

▼iewB  they  approve,  whose  conduct  they  de-  Bmuon^fidd, 

ery.    These  people  ve  only  made  to  be  the  January  19(A,  1791. 
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